Barred Birthday

Afer o five vear perod of infense palitica

weiviny, while
Laching mysell Guriooning al the saine time, 1 was awarded
a Fulbright schilarship to study at the School of Visual
Bafon: | went, | har exh at the
Baxter Theatre in Cape Town, entitled Laughter in the Belly
of the: Beast. On the night after Twak the exhibition dovw,
w were woken up at 3:30 wom, by security police whe had
come wdetain me, They gave me a lew minules o pack a
g, bag, and while 1 was doing this, ome of
A2 them walked around looking with greal
interest al all the artwork on the
“a walls - the four of us who lived

1 the house wens all artists.
Later, when | was interrogated
¢ this same policema
FPallsmoor Prison, his first q uestion
s wirs, "Why o you draw us as pigs?
Lo Without thinking, [ replied: ‘T draw
e, :
“» what | see',

10 11 sanscw 70 meenom

O of the plainclathes e
nasty looking, heanvily built individual

e standing by wis a
v the name of
Steenkamp, who had o reputation as a tongh Special

Franedi cap, But we conldnt el lsghing at his 1
happemed o be in the ANC coleurs = black and gneen with
a gobd-embissed design, He asked me what | was langhing
ar, but whe pointed out th nce af the colonrs of

which

his tie, he was not amused | realised he wasn't the Kind of
Euy to geton the wrong of T did sketches of him, and
the cop who nierrogaed me, inoa lioke skeichbook that 1
b smmgzbed into prison in my underpants.

At Pollsmoor Prison | met the sight other people whe'd
been ditained ot the same lime = mest of them were Eirly
senior members of the UDF in the Western Cape, We werg
then splitup inte racial and gender gronps, which meant
that, a5 the enly white make persen in th i, | was now
all by mrysell. 1 was taken o the white political prisoner
fon — political prisoners were kept apart from the o fther
+ners - put into a cell, then almost immediately taken
fior interrogation. After this [ was held in solitary,

From the cops’ questions [ learnt that, althaugh they knew
wha 1was, they had got me mized up with another activis

in aur ares commities by the name of njo Shapins (his
real name was also Jon It became clear that all the
arber people wha'd been detained were o anddela
Birthiay Commii nising events for e
o1 of Mandibsa's 70th birthday, The only important
miemiber of that eommittes wha had escaped detention was
Tojis,

Mariba's 70th birthday was being celebrated worldwide
In London there

1] P besen @

celetar

1 b the enisrmens concert ol
Wemnbley Stadium, aml at home sctivists wanied [ omans
as many celebrations as possible, The Rirtleay Commilies
members with whom I'd been detained included Ngromd
Ballour, whe Fater became the cabinet minister in charge
of prisons; Bulelani Ngiuka, whao later became the head
hancho of the National Prosecoting Authority; Saleem
Mowzer, who became a provingial cabinet minister; Zoli
who wirs: the president of the UDT in the Western
Omar Badsha, who later became the national
archivist; and Behana Ressouw, who later became the
deputy editor of the Moil & Guardsian.

Py aften thanght back o the
I've often thought back to th

romp of people with whim

e group of people wi




whem | was detained and mused abont how emblematic

it was of the struggle as o whele, [n the post apartheid
period, sctivists who'd been joined by their single goal
pulled apart as different concems pulled them in
different directions, Dur group later foand themsshves in
government, media, law enforcement, academia and NGOs.
Bulalani Ngeuka found himsalf ina position in which he
was required o proscewte foomer comrados. He fell foal

of powerful vested interests and was austed in what was
vary much a pelitical manoeuves. As o cartoomist, 1 have
wver the years had something of a similar experience - of
having to play the role of watchdog, keeping an eye on the
activities of praple wha'd boan comrades in the struggla.
0f those comrades who have moved into government, thers
e same who have held onto the: principles and valnes of
those garly days. But, sadly, thare are also many who have
not,

T was held in solitary for five days and then put into a
cell next to Willie Hofmayr, whom 1 knew well, and who
later becamne head of the National Assets Forfeiture Unit.
Enowing that I was now in the same prizon as Nelsan
Mandela, cliser o him ihan I'd ever been. gave me a
strange feeling. [t also struek me that his birthday was in
fact the very reason 1'd been detained, even thongh my
arrest had beon the result of a mix-up. I made me feal
more bonded o him than ever. So | decided to make a
hirthday card far him, although 1 knew that the chances
of petually gerting 1t to him wara very slim. 1 still had the
little sketchbook that I'd smuggled in with e, and sarted
making some sketrhes for the card. OF course at that time
there were no photos of him, g0 It was hard w lmaglne
what he loaked like in reality. The sketches | came up with
ware based on early photos ['d seen of him as a young
man. The best T conld do was to iy o remember those
images and then fo age him a bit. [ played with the ides
of o cakn, which zort of evebved into the image of a muld
thered South Africa, with Mancdeka In prison at the bottwn,
and varkous bits of machinery, symbolising apartheld and
ft= in=titutinns, above him. | porteayed tremars arising
Trom 11 il (b s

combination of his infl

mevesment that he I These tremors would shake the

s of U wliehe edifice and eventually wpple i,
bt of courss Manfida’s [oundation woul il strang.
s quite fascinating o look back on that v 1 o, 0 the

light of everyiling that as happensd sinoe,

Willie: Hofmeyr and | signed the finished card,
andd Mrowgh & warder whom we toak D be relatively
svmpathedic, we tried o gel e card o Mandela. Bul i
really didin't get very far: [ ihink it was confliscated by
the headd of car sectian of the prison. Recently | mad: an
anempn o locate e card, but i traly disappeared. All
I Rl are the rough drawings in oy prisen skelchboak,

Nelson Mandela’s 70th bicthday was on the [Bth Juby,
1988, Wae woere mileased (he follewing day. A coupls: of years
Later, after U returieed from studying in the USA, | bumped
into Jojo Shapira at a party.

“Pva gal a bane i pick with you', 1 sakd. “Fon know the
cops detsined me because (hey thought [ wis vou'

“Really? he replicd. S very s b nse while:
yom wars away ey dat thanght T
was. youl'

“Okay,” 1 sabd, ‘we're quits!’

Nine city
detainees freed »

after 11

days ;

B Boftl e Jorsafhar Shagivns sred M Rsher
poostur shvartiiag M Shapaecis raceal et ion

Tor: Two pages from Zapiro's
prison journal, 1988

Eorrom: Cape Timas news
clipping, 1988
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