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HARARE — Zimbabwe's Cabinet has
decided not to proceed with proposals
to force private business to cut trade
ties with South Africa, diplomatic and
business sources said yesterday.

They added that the decision was
taken at a Cahinet meeting on Thurs-
day, following widespread concern
here and outside the country that such

‘move would be economically disast-

rous. Influential business executives
reported last week that they had been
privately briefed by Government Min-
isters on plans to end trade links with
South Africa, still Zimbabwe’s major
trading partner after more than seven
yearsofblackrule. -

The proposal hasg not been reported
in Zimbabwe, but gained massive pub-
licity in South Africa and a warning

from the Pretoria Government that
Harare would have to bear the conse-
quences of whatever action it took.

Official media yesterday published a
brief report quoting a Government
spokesman as saying the public should
not be swayed by false reports outside
the country concerning possible sanc-
tions against South Afriea.

Zimbabwe openly backs interna-

tional moves to induce racial reform in

. T

. uses South A

South Africa through economic sanc- network.
tions, but has repeatedly said it is in no
position to take such action alone. The sourt
About 109% of Zimbabwe's exports go to  meeting ha
South Africa and more than 20% of its  tWo highlev
imports, many vital to industry, come the gradual¢
from South Africa. es with So
In addition, more than 70% of Zim- use of the Mg
babwe’s trade with other countries importsand
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Police follow leads on bl

Diamonds looted
in car bomb chaos

ast ‘mastermind’

Josephine, a seven horsepower 1908 Renault, driven by vintage car club chairman lan Thompsan,
accompanied by his wife Joyce, was one of a galaxy of grand old vintage cars which travelled to
Midmar's Historical Village yesterday. The ‘occasion was a reunion of pre-1908 vehicles, which was
sponsored by the Vintage Sports Car Club of Natal, : Picturs by Mike Matthawman

MORE than a R} million worth of dia-

monds were reported stolen from two

businesses during the chaos of the

gomb blast in Johannesburg on Thurs-
ay.

Police said they were also investigat-
ing complaints by other shopowners
that their businesses had been looted
afterthe blas}, SABC TV news reported
1ast night.

Meanwhile police say they strongly
suspect that the person who planned
the blast opposite the SADF's Witwa-
tersrand Command also masterminded
the 1983 Pretoria blast which claimed
19lives and injured 217 People, and the
double explosion outside the Johan-
nesburg Magistrate’s Court on May 20
this year in which four policemen died.

According to reports on Thursday,
the Diamond Exchange Building was
one of 120 buildings badly damaged.

Mr John Daneel, a merchant at the
Diamond Exchange, was reported as
saying that he spent 20 minutés on his
hands and knees looking for diamonds
which lay strewn around his office
after the blast.

He was sitting in his eighth floor of-
fice with his back to the windows when
“two walls of glass and the ceiling fell
onme”, he said.

Mr Daneel received a head injury
and alzo cut his fingers while looking
forthe diamonds.

Treasurer of the Diamond Club, Mr
Michael Ellis, said he was behind his
desk on the fourth storey and “dived to
the floor”, cutting himself, when the ex-
plosion went off.

A spokesman for the Police Direc-
torate of Public Relations in Pretoria
said that “peaple in the know” were of
the opinion thet Mr Johannes Mnisi, an
alleged member of the ANC’s military
wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe, was re-
sponsible for planting the homb.

He said the Pretoria and magistrate’s
court blasts bore the “same trade-
mark” as Thursday’s blast..

Initial investigations showed the
explosive device used in the Wits Com-
mand explosion was larger than the
one used in the Pretoria blast, the mass
of which was estimated at between
35 kg and 50 kg of high explogive.

The type of explosive used on Thurs-
day has not yet been determined.

The size of the blast and the nature of
the damage would tend to indicate the
bomb exploded inside the vehicle, an
El Camino pick-up truck, the police
spokesman said.

Had it gone off underneath or next to
the vehicle, a larger crater in the road
surface would have been expected,
said the spokesman.

A woman’s statement that she had
seen a man place a small package next
to the car minutes before the explosion
would be investigated. 3

“That is second or third-hand specu-
lation, However, all leads and angles
will be fully investigated,” the police

said. g s
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-Attorneys in Supreme Court:

Coetsee to approach

CAPE TOWN —The Minister of Justice,
Mr Kobie Coetsee, has asked the Rules
Committee of the Supreme Court to ad-
vise him on the restructuring of the
legn} profession, which could result in
attorneys appearing in Supreme Court
for certain matters and enabie the pub-
licto approach advocates direetly.

In an. announcement at the start of
debate on his budget vote in the House
of Assembly yesterday, Mr Coetsee said
that in matters of this nature he usually
gonsulted the professions,

Lo L 2 ek

Rules Committee

restracturing of the profession could
be to the greater advantage of litigants.

The division of the profession in-
creased litigation costs excessively,
said the Minister.

The simplest Supreme Court matter
carried the coste of at least four legal
representatives (advocates and attor-
neys) and a concommitant duplication
afdocumentation and costs of consulta-

ons. p

. Mr Coetsee said there was no ques-
hnf: of attorneys being inferior to advo-
cates. °

A
theatres said a full assessment of the
damage to the Ster City cinema.com-
plex would be completed early next
week.

“Until then, we cannot say how long
the complex will be closed.”

R1,3m paid out

to Langa victims

CAPE TOWN — The Department of
Law and Order had paid out R1,3 mil-
lion plus costs-in settlement of claims
arising from the incident at Langa,
near Uitenhage — a payment totalling
more than R3 million. ’

A spokesman for the Minister, Briga-
dier Leon Mellet, said in a statement
the Minister was prepared to acknow-
ledge this and that the settlement pay-
ments withkt!!‘e exception of three had

Many possessed the same demi
e b9 o8 wilenaaton. Aol

o
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" Dr VAN ZYL SLABBERT

‘Macabre end to
talks if ANC is
responsible’

CAPE TOWN —If the ANC was found to
be responsible for the Johannesburg
car bomb, Dr Frederick van Zyl Slab-
bert said yesterday, he would view it
with the deepest disappointment and
disapproval.

It would be a most macabre home-
coming from the Dakar initiative, he
told a Press coriference -at the Idasa
headquarters. skortly after arriving in
Cape Town yesterday. -

Airport personuél intercepted Dr
van Zyl Slabbert when he arrived at
Jan Smuts Airport from London yester-
day and whisked him on to his connect-
ing flight to Cape Town.

Security at the airport was tight with
groups of policemen and policewomen,
some with sniffer dogs and metal detec-
tors, searching people entering the
international arrivals hall.

Dr van Zyl Slabbert also said that if it
was the ANC's official view that vio-
lence was the only political action pos-
sible, “there is no real benefit in nego-
tiating further”.

He said: “It is imperative to establish
this and ask them ‘is this now really.
(wragiag) whatyou want?

“I want to know what the official
position is. \

“We never ducked the issue of vio-
lence and never condoned it,” Dr van
Zyl Slabbert said. — Sapa.
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Inkatha
members

murder
Witness Reporter

trate yesterday.

clavas

longed to.

When Mrs

she was also assaulted.

husband was dead.

nection with the killing.

‘money was recovered,
Mr Hlela told a city regional

accused of

A CALUZA woman has
claimed that members of
Inkatha were respons-
ible for the death of her
husband, according to
her statement before a
city inquest court magis-

Mrs Filidah Buthelezi-
told the court that seve-
ral men wearing bala-
and wielding
firearms stormed into
her house on the night of
April 4, demanding to
know which political
organisation they be-

The men then claimed
the Buthelezis belonged
-to the United Demo-
¢ratic Front and started
to assault Mr Buthelezi.
Buthelezi
tried to intervene, she
was forced into the bath-
room of the house where

- After the men left the
house, she found her
husband lying on the
passage floor bleeding
profusely. She rushed to
her neighbours for assis-
tance, and when they re-
turned to the house, her

The police have not
made any arrests in con-
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apparently remained in the ca; AZE?EE
during the incident. . tion to rg 1
According to Mr Joseph Cebek- forcedtq do g e

I admitted to Be
murder after S§
torture, says yof

Witness Reporter
A LESOTHO youth told the Supreme

the trial within 5 .,
Court in Pietermaritzburg yesterday

hoon, claimed g5,

‘ were made i ap

that he knew nothing about the murder  police denieq the |1,
of Berg hiker Mr Phillip Janse van againstthem. 4

Rensburg in March this year, but was During his evide,
tortured by the South African Police 1

until he made a confession.

“The police said .f!
The youth, who may «uot be named,

killed a white may,
white policeman wo

said he was assaulted, given. electrie came back with a b
shocks and had a bag pulled over his my head. He held |
head until he related what he had neckand I coyld

heard about the murder from a former

“I agai i i
accused turned state witness during map aﬁdl ?hgg"‘,};ﬁ
interrogation. who may not pe
. Theyouth is one of three Lesotho cit- how he killed 3

1zens charged with the murder of Mr

sence,” the yg

Janse van Rensburg, the attempted throughan inters
murder of his hiking companion Mr “They then aske
Laurence Lombard, and robbery with killing a white men
aggravating circumstances, S " the hood back gver

Mr Janse van Rensburg was alleg- kicking and hitting
edly beaten and thrown overthe edge  “f admitted hy
of the Drakensberg earlier this year manbecause,, .1
after the camp where he and Mr Lom- assaulted again
bard were staying was attacked., story (the youth)

The other two accused, Mr Lipitsa he court al
Lebetla (21) and Mr Motlalepula Mabe- Captain Frans

tha (33) have also alleged that they
were assaulted by the police.

Their allegations were made during
a trial within a trial to detérmine
whethér written confessions made by
the accused shortly after their arrest
were admissible as evidence, - .

The -State, which closed its case in

tionship between
Lesotho police wa:
“there are no problem
goinginto Lesothe,

Mr Dorian Paver &
State, and Mr Adiin
Collett and Mr
Peared for the accu: t

Changes to
provincial
legislation

Witness Reporter
CHANGES in provincial
laws, to be -decided by
the parliamentary stand-
ing committee for Natal
in October, are adver-
tised today for public
comment,
Interested parties may
inspect the draft l¢5isla-
tion at room 10 or the law
administration offices at
the Natal Provincial Ad-
minjstration on the
corner of Boshoff and
Lorigmarket streets. ;
The laws to be
amended or repealed
are the Commissions Or-
dinance (1966), the Water
Services Ordinance
(1963), the Horse Racing
and Betting Control Or-
dinance (1957), the
Roads Ordinance (1968)
and the Nature Conser-
vation Ordinance,
Many other defunct
‘appropriation and- part
-appropriation  ordi-
nances as well as private
legislation, much dating
from 1910, are to be
repealed. .

PRETORIA — A soldier has described how he saw the
person who primed the “bakkie bomhb” near Wits
Command run to safety seconds before the bomb ex-
ploded, injuring 75 people,
Lance Bombardier At Viljoen told the army
newspaper Uniform he was guarding the South Afri-
can Defence Force building on July 30 when he saw
the man park the bakkie 12 metres from him and start
walking away, without having switched offthe engine.
“The man walked five steps and suddenly started
running.
“About five seconds later I heard a tremendous
ll':ilaSt and realised there had been a bomb in the bak-
e-”

Lance Bombardier Viljoen rushed after the man,
who had disappeared into the badly damaged Ster-
Kinekor cinema complex, but was ordered back by an
SADF officer.
He said the man wore blue denim trousers and a
white “butcher’s” jacket. .
“Itold my friends ‘look at that silly guy, he is lock-
inghis door but the engine is still running”’

“I accepted, however, that the vehicle was prob-
ably difficult to start.”
African National Congress operative Mr Johan-
nes Mnise was identified by the South African auth-
orities as a prime suspect.
Police said yesterday no further news about the
investigation into the blast was available, — Sapa.
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