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56. Mr Heinrich Johannes Grosskopf [AM5917/97], a young white man from an Afrikaans 
background, left South Africa in early 1986 to join the ANC in exile. While in Lusaka, he was 
recruited to Special Operations. About six months were spent planning his infiltration, target 
and means of attack. Ultimately, the S A D F ’s Witwatersrand Command was selected as the 
target. Mr Grosskopf gave his evidence at a hearing in Johannesburg on 20 November 2000: 
A great amount of thought and planning went into considering the political content and 
consequences of an attack on this military headquarters in central Johannesburg. … The 
object of the operation was to attack military personnel inside Wits Command by blast 
damage to the building. The intention was there-fore not to attack sentries or military 
personnel or civilians for that matter outside the command, the intention was to bring the 
car bomb into actual contact with the Wits Command building so that the effect of the 
explosion would be maximised. 
57. They decided to plant a bomb in a car with an automatic gearbox that would be able to 
move itself up to Wits Command without a driver before the bomb exploded . 
58. No one was killed in the blast, but about sixty-eight people were injured. Grosskopf 
subsequently travelled to MK military headquarters in Lusaka where he reported back to his 
superiors and was debriefed by MK personnel. Grosskopf, Aboobaker Ismail and Johannes 
Mnisi were granted amnesty for the attack [AC/2000/248; AC/2001/003]. 
 


