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them stumbled around
in the dense black
smoke and chaos after
a massive car-bomb
blast in Witbank yes-
terday morning which
killed two Black men
. and injured 42 other
- people,
i Seventeen of the in-
jured were admitted to
.the  Witbank Hospital.
‘One is in a serious condit-
ton. The others are re-
ported to be “satisfacto-
ry”
‘The bomb was placed
in a stolen Ford Cortina
©car outside the Natal
. Building Society offices at
the' corner of - Delville
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\Y‘ and André Mouton
INJURED people  Street and Botha Ave-
screamed continuous-  nue..
ly, while those at- It exploded at 8.15am.
' tempting  to rescuc Initial estimates pui

damage at several million

rand.

Worst affected building

was the NBS,

the entire

ground floor was dev-

ﬁ

TOPAGR2 |

N

w

£

ot

o

TREFW(:DRDE

. bqijl\zwé& .

. Mo\lm NOW VR

Ww(f{mﬁ

hid lwwu&. .

. 5{?‘.@«({@(&2&@ .

——

A e L

. 3'{ Gn’gf(v. S,

......




NSTITUUT VIR EIETYDSE GESKIEDENIS

Die Universiteit van die Oranje-Vrystaat

THE CITIZEN

x
A

l
3
1
H

§

'

J FROM PAGE 1’

astated. Several of the in-
jured were inside the
building.

The size of the device
has still to be determined,
but -initial  estimates,
based on the extent of
damage. put it at between
30 and 40 kg of high ex-
plosives. It was the big-
gest blast o hit a platte-
fand town.

It has not been deter-

" mined whether the bomb

was set off by remote con-
i trol, or by clectronic or
other timing device.

Reports suggesting the .
" two Black men killed
! were the possible perpe-
© trators have been dis-
. counted,
' been in the car when the
there
- would be little o1 nothing
. left of their bodies,”
authoritative
. source said.
< The car carrying the
- bomb was only reported

“Had anyone

bomb went off
an

police

! stolen yesterday morning.
" Apart from the Natal

. Building Society, Protea
¢ Furnishers and a doctor
“consulting  rooms

)

S
were
badly damaged. Damage
was also caused to other
shops, particularly plate
glass windows for a dis-
tance of up to 200m from

.the site of the explosion.
‘Eighteen motor vehicles
;were wrecked or dam-

faged. At least  threc
~caught fire and were
- gutted,

The car carrying the

i bomb was parked at the
. corner next to the build-

ing society. The force of

" blast shunted the wreck-

age about 40 m forward
into the rear of a parked
car, causing considerable
damage.

A wvehicle parked Dbe-
hind the car bomb was
thrown into the middle of

the  intersection  and
caught fire.
Cordoned

The arca surrounding

i
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by the police and army for
a distance of two blocks,

while police explosives -

expeits hunted through
the debris which was care-

: fully packed into plastic
bags.

One of he heroes of the

i“blast'was Mr Leon Clem,

. an office with ¢
¢ leagues fronting onto the
¢t NBS when the blmt went
immedi-

an employee of the Old

Mutual. He was sitting in
o col-

off.  Realising
ately what had occurred,

I Mr Clem ran out into the
. sureet.,

Tsew a Black man on the
pavement, '

AT,

{ vices had arrived,
. there was nothing more.
» we could do,™ he said.

¢ “There  were  flames

.and dense black smoke. 1
hic

b sy
oui ‘.dl):,

peared dead. Under the
debris, next to the NBS
offices was another Black
who also looked dead.”
“There was continual

~ screaming from inside the

building. ] went in. You
could not see much, the

place was filled with
: dense black smoke.
< “At the back, under

there was a
lady, 1 chink she was a
teller, who was injured
and lying there. With the
help of one of the NBS
men -— I think he was a
manager or accountant -—
*we draggzd her free. The
- NBS man gave her first
aid.

“There was  more
screaming from upstairs,
We went up and found
another injured woman,”
he said.

{ “By that time the
¢ police and emergency ser-
and

the debris,

His two colleagues, Mr
Gordon van der Spuy and

© Mr Eitner Ronqucst said

they “hit the deck™ when
the blast knocked out the

- plate glass window in the,

office.

Fire
“I looked up and just

saw a ball of fire coming

“was just like a huge wind- -
It |

.4 the blast was Lordoned ()ff e~ OUt Of the NBS hmldmg,

said Mr Ronquest. “It
storm, blowing glass.
was chaos.”

Mr Van der Spuy, who
suffered slight cuts to his
back from flying glass and

. whose jacket, hanging on

said: “I must
praise the emergency ser-

" vices — the police, the
- ambulance and the fire-
. men, who were here with-

in four minutes and took

* control..

“I knew what had hap-
pened when [ looked out
and saw a huge pall of
smoke and some cars on
fire,” he said.

Constable Ockert
Jonker (22), one of the

. victims, can count himself

+ 1954 he received an injury

. was treated for at least !

. Const Jonker said he had .
just dropped his wife off |
“at work and had gone into -

luckier than most. It was

. the second terrorist bomb
- blast he has survived. In

to his back in Swapo at-
tack on a post office in
Odangwa.

Speaking from his hos-
pital bed yesterday -- he
nine -~

deep gasiies™

the Philips Cafe to buy

. cigareties.,

“I was chatting ¢

what  had
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the
owner when there was an
almighty blast.
. immediately
~happened and ran out —-

1 realised |

*» a chair, was cut by shards °
“of glass,

“he was talking to Const *

:-phone rang. “My brother, -

“I" experienced
bomb before
West, and missed another
by five minutes, So this is

one

-my third.experience of a

bombing.

“The police were fan-
tastic,” said Const Jonk-
er. “They were there in
minutes.”

in South -

~Jonker when th.,r tele- |

* Johnnie, answered it and
« said it was for me.

“I was a couple of steps
away from the phone
when the blast occurred.

At first | did not know .

what had happened, but
when 1 went ovitside I re- |

alised it was a bomb.
“} couldn’t see much.
My face was covered in

: blood,” said Mr Ladeira,
- who sustained lacerations

to the face and chest.
Johnny Ladeira (18).

" said: “I was at the phone

_inside the shop.

waiting for Louis to take
the call when there wav @
huge explosion.
know what it

thought it was something

I didn't
was, 1

It was .

tonly when [ got outside
“that I knew what it was.”

Mr Jounny Ladeira sus-
tained cuts to the face and

“leg in the blast.

Cuts

Receiver of Revenue

ﬁ:employee, Mr Jan Ver-
heem (36), who suffered

throug,h where tlu Wi

dow used to be.

“People
were screaming.” He said
because of the dense
black smoke it was diffi-

- cult to sec what was going
‘on —

“although 1 did see
the body of & Black man
lying in front of the
NBS.”

Parked
e said his car, which
was parked in front of the
cafe, had its windows
blown out and suffered
further dumage from fly-
ing debuis.

everywhere

. partner

' cuts to the head, said: “1
had just started work
when there was a hage ex-
plosion. We're just thank-
ful to be alive.

“Ir was terrible. There
were shards of glass flying
everywhere, The instant
it went off T knew it was a
bomb. | was hit on the
back of the head by one
of the picces of glass.”

Mr G N Prinsloo, co-
in Elite Estate

- Ageney which is directly

. opposite the

blast site,
missed the explosion by
15 minutes. His  desk
which was smashed to

10
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plu.ew by the blast, stands °

right in {ront of a window
at the agendy.

»1 was tate for work. H”

"1 had buen at my desk at

Jgeennen

U |\ SO

esea

L

pat... 1968, 10281

.-nﬁ.":

the time of the explosion’l

would not have had a

+ chance.

One of Mr Prinsloo’s '

employees, -Mrs

Witbank  Hospital

E D~
¢ Pinkham, was admitted to °
i the

shortly after the explos-

ion.

An employce of Piet

Booyens Properties,

~which is on the opposite

side of the street from

| where the explosion oc¢-

curred, was also taken to
the hospital shortly after
the blast.

Mrs Myra Booyens,

. wife of the owner, said
© yesterday she did not
- want to divulge the name
. of the young woman who
- had been injured, other
. than saying ‘“‘she had sus-
. tained cut wounds to her
* face and had been treated
* for terrible shock follow-
: mg the blast”.

Thér= were only a few

ion, at ‘the time of the
blast.
- According to the bank
manager, Mr F J N Mat-
thee, they heard a terrific
explosion followed by an
enormous  shock \xhlch
broke one of the bank’s
windows.

After the blast the staff
members were evaciated

to the offices of Civil De-

- fence, which is situated in
© the municipat building be-

hind the bank.

Bank

ﬂtdff embers at the Stan-
» dard Bank branch, close
_2to the scene of the explos- .

According to Mr Mat- :

thee the bank has an ar-

rangement with Civil De-

fence that its personnel be

taken there in case of an

emeargency.
The bank, which usual-

< ly opens at 9 am, only

- opened at 11 am yester-
oday.

An’ employee of USA
Man's Shop, diagonally
opposite the blast site,

. was inside at the entrance

when the expldsion oc-
curred.

“I was busy in the shop

when 1 suddenly heard a

. terrific blast..Looking up

I saw a huge flame oppo-

site the street where a

brown car had been
standing,” Mr Shokkit
Hadjad said.

Mr Hadjad said he “got
such a fright” that he left
the shop and ran around
the building to a nearby
shop where he stayed un-
til the police came to eva-
| cudte and .cordon off the
area.

| Category
Yesterday’s blast in

| Witbank could fall into

the category of ANC ter-
rorist attacks classed as
“indiscriminate”.

About 40 metres down

from where the car bomb

"The

was parked is the building
housing the - Witbank
. CID, which is considered
 the possible target.
‘ The remaining 13 in-
)]urcd in the Witbank
aHospltal, all women —
ione of wiom belongs to
ithe police force — de-
'clined to be interviewed.
By late last night police
jhad not released the
‘names of the 13 remain-
‘ing injured-all women.
most seriously in-

! jured of whom — a Black
. — had her foot blown off

just above the ankle.
The dead men’s names

i were given as Jacob Sa-
- muel Matsubu, of Lyn-

ville township, Witbank,
and an employee of High-
veld Security, Elias Msi-
na, also from the Witbank
area.
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