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'Rookies to
rescue

| Youna POLICEMEN TELL OF BID TO GAPURE VOORTREKKER

HOOBTE ROGKET ATTACK GANG )

By DAVID NIEORIE ;  (

TWO young policemen only 18 months out of police col-
lege yesterday told of their hid to foil the escape of
seven highly trained guerrillas who had just lsunched 4
a rocket attuck on Voortrekkerhoogte military base in
Pretoria,

The policemen, both aged only 20, told how, while
stumbling threugh the veld just metres from the site of
the rocket aiiack, they came under automstic AK47
rifle fire from one of the seven guerrillas —- all miem-
bers of Unkhonto we Sizwe, the military wing of the B
, i banned African National Congress.

Sergeant Hennie Pieterse and Consteble Johann
QOtto, were speaking at a special press hriefing organ-
ised at police headquarters in Pretoria yesterday,

At the briefing police also gave details for the first
. time of the massive, fiveday hunt through the moun.
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tainous Eliiot area in the Eastera Cape that ended in the
death of the Jast two members of another [ive-man
| Umkhonto unit apparently responsible for sabotage
| attacks in Durban and East London, ‘
The Pretoria attack late on Wednesday night when
’ four rockets were fired on Voortrekkerhoogte, the
“heart” of South Africa’s military machine, from Pre. 7
toria’s Indian township, Leudium, 4,5 km away -
sparked the bhiggest combine 1 military-police manhunt
in the city’s history.

At vesterday’s Press briefing, Sergeant Pieterse
and Constable Otto told how, after answering a radio
‘{ call ahout “heavy shooting” in Laudium, they had un-

1
knowingly come on to the scene of the vocket attack, 8
In the pitch dark, the two walked into the veld vt
towzrds the source of the shooting, but were unahle to
find it and were about to return io their van when a
‘ burst of sutomatic fire screamed over thelr heads, e et et

They threw themselves te the szround until the
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" NG WAR aver, then ran towards its sotirce, §till unable
toﬂt?gl anyiing, they returned to their van, and then
towards another source of shots identified by Laudium

There they found 17.yearold hhe.d Patel, wonnded

Told that the guerrillas had retired to o nearby

- patch of veld, the two young policemen ordered the |
doxens

of enleokers back indoors, amd, after arrangine
. B private ear to take Zahed to hospital, went cff tn pur.
© suit, Unable to find & trace of the gunmen, Sgt Pletorge

A dog handler nnd his tracker dog were on the
Scene in W) utes and <mified out an AK-47 magarine
mt;l:l!!nz u‘numb:r of ll\; l;c;lunds. ¢ the orlginal

co then retorned ¢ seene of the origing
and she dox suiffed out the rocket Taunelog
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