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SPEEDY action and clear thinkmg by two policemen
forced the terrorists who attacked Voortrexkerhoogte on
Thursday night to leave a rocket launcher behind.

~About seven terrorists are believed to have been involved in
the rocket attack, the Sunday Express was told at a Press
conference in Pretoria vesterday.

© Four rock: : were fired
from Laudium abeoi dkim from
Voortrekkerhoogte and a teen-
ager was wounded when three
of the terrorists mpde their
escape.

Sergeant Hennie DPieterse
and Constable Johann Oito said
that at about 10.45pm they
were told to investigate a
shooting incident in Laudium,
an Indian township near
Pretoria.

Sgt Pueterse said he and
Cnst Otto had just trken a
drunk to Erasmis police sta-
| tion and were returning to
Laudium when thev got the
call.

He said: “When we arrived
at the scene of the shnoting,
residents told us that four
black men in a blue bakkie had
escaped into the veld.”

He sald they first drove into
the veld but then decided to
investigate on foot.

While they were lhoking for
clues they were fired upon.
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I heard the hullets whis-

~ tling over our heads. We
dropped to the ground but did

. not return the fire becanse
there were innocent people on
the street,

1 did not have time to feel
scared. All I thought of was ta
get the men belfore thev in-
jured someone,

a——n

“We drew our ]‘lklul\tdnd

»d i1 the direction from

l:vehctdtct the rhots were fired bul
the terrorist had disappeared.”

The two policemen then tid
the resideiits to return to their
nouses, to switch off their
lights and bolt the doors.

They also arranged for the
teenager who had been wound-
ed to be taken to hospital.

Sgt Picterse radioed for as-
sistance and 15 minutes later

police from various stations
near the area rushed to the
scene and cordoned off the

I.A specialised police unit
with dogs searched the area.
Spent AK47 cartridges and
gmm cariridges were found as
well as a AK47 magazine.

While the dogq qedrcht-d tor
tracks of three terrorists be-
lieved to have escaped on foot
5gt Pieterse and Cnst Otto re-
turned to where the bakkie
was said to have disappeared,

Cnst Otto spotted the rocket
{auncher and a battery operav
ed night-sight.

“The launcher was folded
and appeared to have been left
behind in thein haste to es-
cape,” Sgt Pieterse said.

Sgt Pielerse reported th:ir
finu to the specialised polive *
unit and at 4am left the scene.
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