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THREE MEN allegedly fled from ex­
plosives planted on th~ rail bridge 
across the Orange River at Upington 
when they w":!re surprised by a railways 
employee at a.35am on Friday. 

---~-1 A search was launched 
at the weekend and the 
airport, used daily by 
several South African 
Airways jets, was closely 
guarded 

A veil of official secre· 
cy has descended and by 
mid-morning today Rail· 
way Police public rela-

' tions sources refused to 
confirm or deny wide­
ranging ailegations about 
the matter. 

.:/ They confirmed only 
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that explosi'res were 
found on t;l€ bridge, 
about a kilometre from 
Upingtoil, on the line to 
De Aar which connects 
the rail network to Na· 
mibia, and that th\~y 
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were removed. . 
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Troop trains I 

The bridge - a kilo- J 

metre long and one of 
the Jongl'st in Africa - is 
ust:d mainly by goods 
trams. 

Railway sources con­
firmed that it was also 
IIsed occasionally by 
trl)op trains. . 

"We are not comment­
l!lg fur'ther, ~ince this 
could hamper the investi­
gation," an official 
source said. 

However, the Upington 
area is rife with rumours I 
about the incident and a I 
number or !lourcl'.!s told i 
The I\rgus a major 

I 
search was launched 
south of the river. 

I 
Roadblock$ 

. An air fon:e helicopter . 
\':'''.~ reportedly used and 
~ Defence Force -- in- : ' 

. u:.iding, apparently, the 
Gor~.nb Commando -
hel}X;d t.he police. Road· 
blocks were set up. 

When a Defence Force 

I 
spokesmun was asJt.:ed to 
confirm air force and 

, army involvement. he 
said he could not do so 
since the Railway Polke 
were commanding the 
operation. 

Early thisafiernoon 
The Argus aSKed rail­
ways sources to confirm 
Defence Force participa­
tion and gave a detailed 
summary of the allega­
tions encountered. 

The only response was 
to repeat, yet again, the 
limited confirmation giv­
en earlier. 

The allegations for 
which confirmation was 
asked included: 

! 
. ~,A "substantial quan. 

tlty of explosives were 
found by a man patrul. 

(Turn to Page :3) 
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I Brigge 
I rCohtd from Pa;.:e I) 

lling the bridge. The 
bridge is being painted 
and the man's duties in· 

J eluded signalEng oneorn­
, ing trains. 

, • Three men ran from I 
t 'he line as he I 
approached. 

i 
• The explosives were j 

wedged into thp. steel i 
spans of the bridge but. I 
the detonator had notl 
been inserted. I 

In all~lthel' rail incident 
on Frldiay 22 trucks car­
rying 1 700 tons of iron 
ore from Sishen to Sal· 
danh~ rh,nged Into the 
Olilan s River near 
Vredendal. 

The official explana· 
tion felr tUs was that 
beat cilused the expan­
sion of rails. 
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