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THE Soviet Navy h:oiS definite 
plans for extendjng its Jlcth'i· 
ties in southern African coastal 
waters, says the n.ew Chief of 
the Na,'Y. 

A~ part of this pl::!n it h~d 

moved lin ifilOO·ton iJry dock into 
Luanda harbour, mlitching one ir. 
Maputo, acting Vic,_ .i~dll1iral Drle~ 
Putt€:r said today. 

, These were clearly part oi a 
"meaningful \1re.~ence" in the Jndian 
Ocean and south Atlantic, he said. 

'1'hi8 could he compared to thf.; 
sitnaUon in the R::!d Sea before the 
Ethiopian revolution. 
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hIn fiO doing they occupied the ~ I 

Red Sea arEla, d(mied anyhody else I 

a. meaningful naval prt:.icnce in the 1'1 

area "lid ~rojected an image in their 
favour. t 

"Thi,; tiPPt!d the halance of 
power in their favour in the land 
con'fIict as well . 

"If the sltuation in southern 
Africa warrants it in the Iutur~, they 
may be able to do !;o in these areaSt 
as well," said ;, ctlng Vice-Admiral 
PuUer, 

We!itern navies ',,,ere also not 
11ig enough to play ~he role they 
played in the pa~t - to protect 
the: routes their trade ships sailed. 

"The south Atlantic vacuum jr, 
an example of a situation in which 
people take an acti \'"c in t erest ill 
vital areas, but do not have the 
resources. to cOVP.r them properly, 

Budgets cut 
_ zrte. 

Developments ()ver the past two 
decades, with the South African 
Navy changing its strategy to the 
protection of South Africa mean it 
no longer plays a meaningful role 
in the south Atlantic where the gar:. 
is widening. 

"U we lose ou'r Shackleton 
reconnaisance aircraft and cannot 
t'E:place them, we will not be able 
to extend our 'hand acros.; ,the ocean' 
role at all," he said. 

The cuts in the Defenc~ 
budget, resulted in a cut ,in the 
navy's budget. There have 81'10 been 
cuts in the budgets of the other 
arllls of the DefenC(I. Force ana each 
have been proportional he said. 

Thp. cut in the navy's budget 
would only be of concern It 1t 
tXtended for a numbell' of years 
Ind this was dependent on length 
of the recession. 

"If the fina'neial situation 
continues f-or l·ong the navy could 
finfo itself!n d:,iftlculties, in trying 
to rearrange its strategy to meet the 
lonp term requirenlents of the 
force ," said acting Vice-Admiral 
Putter. 

Explosives found 
JOHANNESBURG. - A quantity of 
explosives had. heen found at a 'rail. 
wa.' bridge spanning the Orange 
River at Upington, aspokesnlan for 
tM Railway Police at the town con· 

! firmed. 
The spokc3maD said Lie explo. 

sive'S had b~en removed without caus· 
ing any damage, and that it hAd 
prt:sumably been a sabotage attempt. 

No one hal' yet been arrested in 
connection with the incident. -
Sapa. 
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