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1980–1985  

226 During the 1980–85 period, MK member Patrick Makau and a seven-year-old child, 

Patrick Nkosi, son of an active ANC member, Mr Mawick Nkosi, were killed in bomb attacks 

on two houses in Manzini, Swaziland, both on 4 June 1980. These attacks were undertaken 

by Eastern Transvaal security police in retaliation for the ANC’s sabotage of the Sasol oil 

refinery at Secunda a few days earlier.  

227 The mission was ordered by Colonel (later General) JJ Viktor, then C section head, who 

instructed Dirk Coetzee to consult with the head of the Ermelo Security Branch with a view 

to organising a retaliatory operation. Involved in the actual operation were Warrant Officer 

Paul van Dyk, Sergeant Wynand Hattingh, Sergeant Chris Rorich and Coetzee, all of whom 

submitted amnesty applications. Viktor also applied for amnesty. The head of the Ermelo 

security police did not.  

228 The two houses targeted were thought to be ANC transit facilities and it was believed 

that the Sasol squad had stayed in one of them. The bombs exploded within a minute of each 

other, causing extensive damage. In addition to the two killed, three other persons were hurt. 

One of these was a Swazi, Ms Eunice Dlamini, one of whose hands was mutilated and her 

hearing badly impaired. After several months of hospitalisation, she committed suicide by 

locking herself in her home, dousing herself with petrol and setting herself on fire.  

 


