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Nat reaction that
spells conflict

IF the Sasol sabotage attacks
were a serious sign of the
times, then the Nationalist reac-
tion to them is hardly less seri-
+ous. Because that, too, indicates
;that we are entering a time of
.. intensifying conflict.

: alists who generally reflect the
" Prime Minister’s views is that a

- The line taken by those Nation- J th recognised black leaders; but

. society which allows discrimina- = nrecont approach the Government

“tion is asking for trouble. There-
" fore those people who can be won

over to the Government’s new |yt hecause they are likely to have

~ ponstitutional dispensation must
“be grsupded to co-operate at all
costs.

; But those who r_elfll;e to be h,e ressive—means-to—contat ’
“"In other words, despite the les—"" jority demands. :

.. ‘persuaded must be crushed,

Z.gons of Soweto 76 and all the

I tribulations of recent weeks; even [

- the most verligte Nationalists con-

oo finue to seek solutions to our prob-

©lems from purely their own per- |
spective. They seem unable to-ap- |

“ preciate that black, coloured and

dian leaders with popular sup-
g&l)rt will refuse to co-operate In
e new constitution because it is
merely a refinement of apartheid

A costly spiral —

HE much vaunted Browne
. Committee has turned out to
be just another Government com-
mission — much nothing about a
bi% ado.
t set out to tackle one of South
Africa’s pressing problems, find-
Jng new ways to help major local
'authorities break out of a spiral of
rising costs which has been pre-
venting essential development for
a decade. But its recommerida-
tions hardly make.a start. |
True, the Browne report points
out that many local authorities
waste money and that better over-
all planning can be achieved by
drawing them into the Prime Min-
ister’'s Economic Advisory Coun-
cil. But the real issues which
bring waste are not dealt with:
like the duplication of services
which the plural (or guadruple)
South African system demands.
Instead of easing ratepayers’
burdens by spreading the load car-
ried by those people in the metro-
politan areas who have financed

.

which still denies them access to
meaningful decision-making.

"The only way a meaningful dia-
ogue can be achieved is if the
overnment concedes that apart-
eid must be abandoned and
grees to negotiate a new deal

is unlikely to do that because
en it would lose power, With its

will obvicusly be able to secure
the co-operation of certain people,

onily minority support it will be
forced to resort Increasingly to

Yet the more it does so, th
more militant the majority wil
become. It is a scenario very
much like the one we all saw
udfold in Zimbabwe, where the
rulers negotiatéd with the ruled
only when they had no other alter-

afive left after a long-and bloody

ar — and then found they had to
i ith t emists
from a position of weakness. _——

o

regional and national capifal ex-
penditure programmes, the com-
mittee has asked that these mu-
nicipalities now also help finance
adjacent Indian and coloured
townships, Whites, too, are being
asked to help inject millions into
Soweto, .

It is common cause that the
committee, headed by the former
Secretary for Finance, Mr Gerald
Browne, had all the pecessary ex-
pertise to advocate a bold pro-
gramme for fiscal change. So
what went wrong? In the end, the
political system just did not allow
normal disciplines to be applied.
The way to make Soweto viable is
to allow it to gather revenue
through central business districts,
industrial development pro-
grammes and full freehold rights
— not through the pockets of na-
tional taxpayers.

The .Browne Committee has
achieved very little — and once
again emphasised that South Afri-
ca simply cannot afford apartheid.

Freedom: fights back

HE courts giveth and the Government taketh away. That is the
story of the ding-dong battle for Press freedom in South Africa. It
seems that whenever the Government is launching one of iis periodic
assaults on Press freedom, the newspapers are able to strike back with
a victory for their cause in the courts, PO
It happened throughout the Information scandal. Now it has happened
again. With the Police Amendment Bill leoming over us, this newspaper
has just won an important appeal in a test case. The judgment
stipulates that there is no such thig%r as a sub judice rule as iar as

commissions of inquiry are concern

and that even in court cases it is

narrower than most people imagine. The basic principle, now more
clearly enshrined ih”case law, is that public discugsion of matters of

public inferest should not be stopped.

QOverall, of course, the Press and

the public are on the losing end of

this ding-dong battle. But it is some small comfort to know that
freedom is not going down without its moments of {riumph.



