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By Michael Crooks

( “Hell, we're going 0 b
ifried,” thought Eddie ven
Baalep, Sasol’s safety and
ire officer, 85 he and a

andful of men crouched

t sﬁth a kilometre-high pil-
‘Iar of flame scorching
I" intg the sky above them.
Mr van Baa!en and the
men had run for: safety
when he had heard warn-!
ing sounds from a blazing
tiank during the fight
agamst the fires at the
asol plant early on Mon-

day of destru

water cannons strategicals
ly to keep cooling water
gushing on to them and
nearhy tanks. These men,
advancing into the infer-
constantly drenched
with water,
in steam. De-
spite the deadly danger.
there is no lack of volun-
teers to do this essentzal

Tlmetable for Sasol’

was a fire in the “fan the men already bave & '

food-and-drink service’
Taid on right next to
them. Their lips and tonw|)
gues swéll in the heat and |
500 ml of cola dissappear
down parched throats m

fearing a secondary explo-
sipn 8t -the butadiene
sphere bas pulled men
back from ihe fire behind
“bund walls” (buil round
the vessels in the
safety precau-

for help and Sasolburg’s
muneipal fire brigade and
those of neiglibouring
industries are the first fo

. dame in one area and the
‘ utadlene sphere blazing

The ﬁtefighters
‘ eoncentrate on  keeping
adjoining tanks cool by
spraying water on them,
Van RBaalen reslises that
he needs hélp to stop the
ires from spreading.
11.55: The emergency
control centre, under Mr
. Hendrik Scoft, contacted
‘by. zadio, sends out calls

the intense heat,” he said.
Seconds later,”
danger past, he and his
men were racing back to
their posts to continue
the fight against the sea
flames around four
tanks containing millions
% litres of fuel,
3| For Mr van Baalen the
day of drama started
when he was woken by an
tercom call from the
3ant telling him there

from a butadiene sphere
and told fhe men to take
cover. We made it to a
control hut and got down

uge
lquids  stapd-
justedas the spbere ex- e :

That was-11.40 pm. .
J1148: Van Baaien
reaches the scene, where
e company’s fire
y ghting units are alresdy
“There was &
ea of ﬂames in. front of
e, I could see this was
one hell of a fire.,” 1t was:
wo huge petrol tanks af'

12.10 am: About 3¢ men
are fighting the two fires
and. many Sasol workers
woken by tha explosions
have voluntarily left their
homes and made for the

p .
Mike TiSda,Il, "~ production
manager of Sasol 1,

x “There was a flash and
it was suddenly brighter
wthan daylight as the flame
jreared ‘yp. You could see
‘the hairs on yopr arms. It
feit like all day but it was
Aprobably just for.a few
aseconds that we endured

2.00 am: The seconddry
explosion at the butadiepe
sphere tears a gaping rent
in the vesse] and sends
flame and smoke roaring
into the sky. Within r‘m

12.30 am: More than 100
are now On the
scene. Braving the intense
heat, some have got to
within four metres of the
blazing tanks and placéd

1.00 am: An hour of

g.
¥ “1 heard a wheezing,
fire-fighting behind them,

whistling sound coming

fire is uhdei :

contr:
tanks are on fire:,

-Dawn: Sorry, Nobody in
e plant noticed it todg’ :
. The fire around

tart buckling inwards,
nding ap-grotesquely ehs-
orted. All that i;&l\e\zﬁt is
or the fires to ‘bura

emselves out:

4.00 pm: The muhicipat

ire bngades hay¢ packed

p_and oply~the SAAF

. ende:‘e femain. The dra

\ma is over, All the nten

ort a ‘“sunburn” they

cked up from a sun/that
riied through the ~hight.




