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SOUTH AFRICA

ons

In the weeks preceding the anniversa

1o sabotage at its Sasol plants. June 1
alike — a day when law and order was

organisations

goclal grievances has litth
of the South Atrican government.

With a sigh of reliet South Atricans heard Sasoi
managing director Johannes Stegmann give the
dssurance that production at the country’s oil-
from-coal plant is not affected by the terrorist
attacks.

But reaction was sharp when confronted with
the fact that terrorists were able to enter Sasol
premises and lay their bombs.

Both reactions are symptomatic of the unrest
that is bedevilling the period of transition South
Africa is going through.

Key elements of this transition inchde:

@ Changes to tne constitution to pave the
way for a president’s council consisting of
White, Coloured, Indian and Chinese membeis

® A Black council to act in a consultative
capacity with the president's council

@® A change of strategy in the economic
development of the country which in tum will
give greater impetus to homeland development

@ Better utilisation of labour of all races
following the Riekert and Wichaha reports

® Mussive State inputs to improve educa-
tion (see box) and solve the housing shertage

af vic!

cked by actsd
Africa has been ro & raihis w
: thro d. For militants,
thrown overboar L . cnncerted

however, June 16 symbolises a start in the
offensive aainst South  Africa started well
initiatives In the tields of Black and Coloured
within the socio-economic sphere have provi_dgd Communist-inspired
with opportunities to incite violence and unrest.

ich it up the night at Sasolburg forc.bly brought home the
e e to do with the ultimaté communist objective — the averthrow

ry of the Soweto riots of 1976 — June 16 — South
ance ranging from stone-throwing m:m:ool-t:l'tlldtanI
ins an | emoilve date, for Whites and moderates

«Black liberation strugate’

CAMPAIGN OF
VIOLENCE IS
CAREFULLY
ORCHESTRATED
FROM OUTSIDE

® & commitnent by the Government to re-
move discrimination based solely on colour and
race.

But it is pointed out that what the country
needs to bring these programmes to fulfilment
is time --- a priceless commodity that the Com-
munist world is determined to withhold from
South Africa. And part of the onslaught is the
incisively shrewd ploy of using the West's soft

underbelly of hutman rights consciousness to '

in advance of 1976 and degplte‘govemmem
education, t using and labour, grievances

The Sasol inferno
fact that redressing
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vilify South Africa continually.

The pressure is considerabie, so much so that
the Afri :an National Congress (ANC) (bannzd in
South Africa) quite proudly announces that the
Sasol inferno is but one act in its armed struggle
against the South African regime *until tinal
victory'.

The UM Security Council is hardiy Ukely to
view the ANC's violence as a threat 1o peace.
That condemnation is reserved for the South
African political syster,

That is why the ANC's East African represen-
tative, Reddy Mazimba, feels secure in issuing
statements praising the success of the Sasol raid
4nd paying tribute to the the ANC's military wing
“Unkhonto We Sizwe'.

And to top it all he plibly draws implicit
suppor: for the ANC's violent action from the
Westemn world by calling on **the demoeratic
¢.ad progressive international conimunity tore-
double its solidarity with the people of southern
Africa and to exert pressure on the mujor West-
ern powers to support the demands of the Or

alignéd’and progressive Western countries”".
A good example of the pressure exerted ou
South Africit by the worid community uider the
fily-white banner of human rights is the recent
hearing of the US Subcommittee on Aftiva and
International Organisations. The testimony o
Putricia Devian, Assistant Secretary of State for

tiuman Rights and Humaniarian AT
speaks tor itselts * Hurman rights in South Al
Fica . she ieads oft, is a “erucial ond tinely
subject.

“Firstly, in recent weeks, wns of housands
of Coloured students have been engaging 11
massive school boveott protesang against the
inferior education svstemy. Several hundred
have been detained, and the system for the
Black student is even swarse.

HQecondiy, South Africa’s policy ot in-
stitutionadised and legalised racism s one of the
cruellest forms of hunma nghts abuse i the
world today. Under the apartheid system the
Biuck. Coloured and Asian South African
majorily suffers pervisive discrimination in !
areqs of life. Protest against this diserininator,
racial system is punishable by law,

S Thirdly, apartheid remains among the mos;
persistent human rights abuse before the workd
community. The United Naticns has focused on
this issuc Trom its inception, Although consid-
erable achievements in combating racial dis-
crimination have taken plece i many nations.
there has heen rooted resistance to change in
South Alrica,

“pourhiy, time is running out for the pros-
peets of peacetul change n South Africa, Dis-
watisfuction and reseniment b the part of Black

e e e

spread than today. As a result of the suppres- |
sion of the Sowsto demonstrations in 1973, |
several hundred Black Southi Africans died
while others fled to neighbouring couniries in
search of military training. Others were sen-
tenced te prison terms. ™’ !
That is only the intreduction. After alengthy
detailing of all the wrongs in South Africa, |
Derian finally comes to an amazing conclusion: |
*Qur policies must encourage repid, peaceful
and significant change in South Africa. The
government of South Alrica will remain in
violation of its human rights obligations under
"
the charter as lony as participation in the politi-
cal process without distinction bused on tace is
denied. We further must persist vigorously 0
seek un end 1o the use of violence and force by
the government of Souih Africa to maintain
apartheid. Such practices could in turn fead toa
resont to violence by the victims of apartheid.”’
Cutting away the clouded riigtonc, the real
meaning is that action by e Government to
maintain law and order is a viotation of human

ganisation of African Unity 0AU) and the non- -

South Africans has never been more wode- |

! rights, while militant action by protesters (as

 long as they are anti-government and also pref-
erably noa-White) is an acceptuble route aleng
~ the path of Black jiberation.
© Thus there 1s a silence when real gnevances
| of Cotoured school-children are faced up to by
1 education authorities, and a loud outery when
L education Srievances pass into violence neces-
i, sitating poiice action. The deaths ot two Col-
" oured youths in Elsies River near Cape Town
nave not achieved higher pass rates in the Col-
oured schools, but they have served the ANCs
aims wetl in drumming up support from the UN
and AU for its campaign against demogratic
process in South Africa.

The real grievances of Coioured school-
children centred on the supaly of text-books,
the condition of school buildings (after wide-
spread vandalism last yearj, school fees,
aniforms and student councils.

Minister of Coloured Affairs Marais Steyn
then stawed that

@ The department was aware of the prob-
lems in connection with the supply of text-
books and itx financing

@ Decisions regarding schooi uniforms and
fees are the responsibility of schoo! boards und
the schools the.aselves, with the understanding
that regulations should not be s0 strict as to
prevent children of poorer parents from at-
tending schuools

® There is no departmental opposition to
the creation of «zhool pupil councils and school
principals are fiee 10 decide tie matter with
school committees.
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While “the authorities were awaie of
shortcomings in Coloured education, he added,
it was also necessary to point out that the
number of scholars had increased from 491 679
in 1969 to 736494 today, while the number of
teachers had increased from 14871 (o 25 146,
The matriculation pass figure increased in the
same period from 1301 to 6778 and Steyn also
pointed out that compulsory sducation this year
included all 16-year-olds. ’

Why then, in the face of calls for non-
violence and no confrontation with the police
by the Committee of 81 (the body co-ordinating
and controlling the Coloused school boycott)
did the Coloured protest fan out across the ¢n-
tire coumry” Hew lid the urrest and dissension
spread to Black instituzions, universities,
strikes by meat workers and bus boycotts by
commuiers?

Pelice Minister Louis Le Grange supplied
most of the answers in his reaction 1o the Sasol
inferro,

The sabotage at Sasof | and 11, he said, is the
wark of the ANC supported by the Kremlin ind
the South African Comimunist Party (sace). In-
deed, the ANC lost no time in claiming respon-
sibility for the saboiuge which has cost South
Africa RS.& miliion in lost petrol and otter fuel
reserves,

The aNCinvolvemenr, says Le Girange, came
48 no surprise to the South Atrican Police as
they had for some time been aware that the
Krenilin hud placed the listed South Atrican
Cemmunist, Joseph (Joe) Slovo, in Maputo to

co-ordmate the Communmist onslaught anainst
the country. T

“The placing of Joe Slovo in Mozambique is
awell-considered plan of the Sace and the ANC
to bring him as ¢lose as possible 1o the Republis
from where he can exzreise control over ter-
rorists directed agamnst the Republic.

"He is also closer and within casier reach of
those who enter the countey secretly on §py
missions and have o leave it in order to mmake
reparts. He is there specitically to co-ordinate
and plan action. ™

Le Grange also points out that the Russiun
ambassador in Lusaka, Dr Vass'ly Solodov-

nikov. is plaving an important rolz in the mtri- ;

cate plamning of AN and Commust straieay
When events in recent amd noteso-recent

months are taken into account, the strategy un-
folds according to & well orchestrated plan of

“action.

A good departure date is January last year
when Gliver Tambo, th.2 ANC's Marxist leader,
announced a three-year pian for the *‘internal
struggle”” until the **final victory'' of the over-
throw of the South African government is
achieved.

Tamba's three vear prograimme is to culmi-
e inJanuary 1982 —— the 70th anniversary of
the ANC

Last year was designated the **Year of the
Spear™’, this year is a joiut ** Year of Action™’
and *'Yeur of the Freedom Charter'”.

Key elements of the programme are the
mobi'isation of students and teachers in a pro-
test action agamst Black education and the
exploitation of “workers, peasdnts, women,
intelhigentsia and other social forces™ in the
anned strugygle.

There has also been a regrouping of Black
Consciousness movements since the Govern-
ment clampdown on radical ofganisations and
movements in September 1977, Organisations
formed since then tive closely aligned them-
selves with the Black liberation struggle.

Last year the Wrtets' Association of South
Africa ¢an all-Black journalists’ trade union),
ended their annual conference with a pledge of
allegiance 1o the Biack Consciousn2ss move-
ment,

And to il the voud left oy the ciosing of
Steve Biko's Biack Peoplex’ Convention, the
Azanian Peoples” Onzanisation (Azapo) was
tormed followed by the Congress of South At
rican Students (Cusas), with students at high
schools making up its membeship, and the
Azanian Students’ Orgunisation (Azaso) cat-
eting for university students as the banned
South African Students’ Organisation (Saso)
had done,

Disclosures by Securivy Branch agent Cap-
tmin Cri, Williamsen atter he had icfiltrated
the Intemational University Exchange Fund in
Geneva show that organisations involved in the
“internal struggle™ are heavily funded by the
pro-Soviet group as well as socialist states of
the Western group, UN agencies, the US and
international agenizs in generai,

So the onslaught mounts. And with every
invident South Africa is drugged across the
world’s hieadhnes with outside observers urg-
ing the country 1o “change™.

But change in itselt will not deter

o —

Conununist-inspired terronist attacks. s Chief
of the Defence Force General Magnus Maliun
~amed eeriier this year after an attack on tie
Booysens police station: It 1s not a phony
war. There are 20000 Cubans, 2000 East Ger-
mans and a great number of Soviet advisers in
Angola, 1020 Cubans iv Mozambique und Cu-
bans and Fast Germans in Zambia."’

Malan also warned that the attack on the
Booysen. police station is typical of the pattern
which will be adopted by the country’s enemies
in the future and that “*South Africans must

guard against being lullzd into & false sense of
security™. |
Tl ¢ Booysens attack was the fourth on police
stations in the past two years. In May last year
the Moroka station was attacked and one
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policeman killed, Orlundo was attacked in | Island and the first public demonstration of
November leaving one policeman dead and iwo | church activism,
injured and in January this vear the Sockmekar Inthe face of disruption of law and order, the 1
station in the northern Transvaal was attacked | Governinent is compelled to take action, ©*:st 1o
but without anyone being injured, testore el and then w move forward with
All the “ttacks have beea the work of the ! political and socio-cconomic deseloptients.,
ANC. Le Grange savs the police “will leave no
Other incidents of utban anrest anid protest bstone anturned ™ in maintaining law and order
include the Port Elizabeth factor strikes and | and bringing terrorists to book, The internal
muscle flexing by the newly tormed Fort seeurity of Soutn Africa “and all iis people™ iy 2
Elizabeth Black Civie Organisation (Pebeoy, the | of parumount importanee.
Silvarton siege, (where three ANC terronists Phe due process of Taw and Souti Africa’s
wer - illed) and then the Colonred seheols | fundaments! commitment to democratic prin-
boyeu.t. Signiticantly the schools issue seetned ciples wre the guarantees that ““change”” will
to be dymy down rapmdly when Black and | take place. Butthe Sasolinferno serves only to
Indian schools fellowed suit amidst demends | Bighlight the sctions of forees which in the end 3
that Nelson Muondele be Ireed trom Roebben | hine nething to with demnocratic treedom.
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