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two-tier govt model

works in'SA — 1FP
‘ 2l4-) 1
VIS

Deborah Fine E) 1) 22’

THE greater Durban me opohitan council
and 1ts six local councils were “proof” that
the two-tier metrop olitan model of local
government could work well in large SA
cities, KwaZulu-Natal local government

conference last year favourng the replace-
ment of the two-ier metropolitan syster
with a smgle-tier model, popularly known
as a “megacity -

Critics of the metrop olitan model have
claymed that the two-thier gystem 1s unsuit-

| able for SA caities because it resulted m the

costly duphcation of mumcipal functions
The model faled to make e icient use of
scarce human, financial and technical re-
sources and was unable to achieve equi-

| table redistribution to previously drsadvan-

taged areas.
Many ANC councillors m the ANG--
ﬂpmmated Durban local authorites have'
rejected this arguinent, however, mns1sting
that the metropolitan mo del has proven an
offective means of local governance 1n Dur-
ban and 1ts surrounding’ suburbs. They
have argued m favour of the retention of the
two-tier model
Maller, of the Inkatha Freedom Party
(IFP), saxd that although greater Durban
was “not without 1ts pro lems”, the city had
performed well compared to SA’s other ma-
. jor urban centres. The two-tier model had
worked m Durban because the functions
and powers of the metropolitan guu_;lcil,and

“1ts councils were different, . separate and

clearly defined Ind ohannesburg, local au-
thorities appeared to be squabbling over al-
location of 1ll-defined powers and functions
He sa1d that Durban, anhke other cities,
had not “put redistribution on a pedestal as
a sole objective”. Whale the redistribution of
paunierpal Tesources was an 1 ortant pri-
ority, so too was the sustainability of ex-
Jsting wealth-producing areas to ensure
that there “was something to redistrbute”.
Another reason for Durban’s success had
been the retention of experienced officials
and departmental he ads rather than the

implementation of “he-all and end-all” af-

firmative action policies
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Farouk Chothia

DURBAN — The Durban metropolitan
execufive commmtiee had reject-
ed Constitutional Development Mimster

council’s
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in all areas are a httle different”,
The white paper could recommend the

“megacity” model, but 1t should leave

MMME mmu the choice of another model, Win-
said.

Vall: Moosa’s uﬁunﬁnmm.._ that all citzes be She said the commuittee took the deci-
obhged to implement the nﬂmwmﬂww mod- sion at a meeting last week and had al-
el” as 1t believed there should be room for ready made 1ts views known to Minmec,
variaton, committee chairman Margaret the forum where Moosa mteracted with
Winter said yesterday provincial local government MECs

The commuttee was not opposed to the
draft local government white paper, but it
wanted Moosa to note that the “dynamcs

The commuttee was controlled by the
African National Congress (ANC), the
party to which Moosa ?um.wummm.

.,  We are not flymg in the face of any
decision (but), are malking an input in a

. Emnﬁmmﬁw that 15 stall taking place,” Win-
~fersaid. :

She said Emm “megacity model” would
Jesult in the mﬂ.mww_bm of substructures.,
Jhere would be a single council, possibly
with only 45 members, in Durban, and
ward committees,

+

Abl)

Winter said Durban courtillors pre-
ferred the continuation of the two-tier
system, but there was room to rationalize
andimproveit. =

One option was to “scale down” sub-
structures and vest more power mn the
counctl, This would ensure that the coun-
cll was in a better %oﬁﬂcn to spearhead
redistribution and development through-
out the metropolitan region. )

It would also address the issue of
wealthier substructures bemg reluctant
to assist poorer ones. A council with more

sl

powers could also raise capital expendi-

ture loans for all

. Taising loans, Winter said.
- Another

counci an

- tonomous, she said
. Their relationship was a voluntary
one, so substructures were not oblized to

adhere to agreements reached. There
needed to be “something more” to guar-
jgntee that agreements would always be

upheld, Winter sand

E ]
F
- .{__.__l._.._ul b - =

substructures Current-
ly, poorer substructures had difficulty

roblem was that both the
substructures were ag-

h Ty
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being locked in politics of
the past 21910

'll na

By Sipho Khumalo ,

R DurBan National Paity councilior Mis Frangula

Adam ditched her party yesterday and joined the
e African National Congress

4

"

Adam, a ward councillor o the North Central Council
for-Beach Front, Beiea, Greyville and Morningside
denounced the NP for not having left the * past to past”
“They are still locked'mn those dAys and 1t 1s pamful to
continue being a member of a party that has lost its direc-
tion and that can rally around issues pertamning (o the
"+ entrenchinent of privilegesTof mmnorities, she said waving
her new ANC membersfup caid 1 * *
" Adam sad she had struggled on her own fo addiess the
1ssues’of her cpnsﬁtuency without the suppoit of the’NP -
- I must'state that the NP has failed dismally n keeping
~ therr commutment 'to the people,” Adam said “They only
. become active and alive at election times or m securing

. Senior positrons for the favoured few” . |
= The ANC was elated with their new member Provincial
party secretary Mr Sipho Gceabashe said this “capture”

would help them start their 1999 election campargn on a

)

high note oL
“We are hikglyto win all other Wards where there will
bé by-elections=We want to consolidhte our presence in the
urban areas and then move to mobilise the 1ural areas,” said
Geabashe ,
. By-elections will soon be held in four wards m the
province |
North Central mayor Mrs Lydia Johnson, who. is
aligned to the ANC, said she had sensed some form of
unhappmess among councillors belonging to other parties
“One expects more counctllors to follow Adam’s lead,”
shesaid * = - ] S
~~ NP North Central caucus leader Mr George Man said”
he was not aware’ of Adam’s defection “We have not had

L i

contact with het since the recess in December,” said Mai
--_-_"—-____"'—H——-_

— ———
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urban has a long way to go be#®F oreit can be called a truly African city, writes Durban

rrespondent Farouk Chothia

JU can eat pasta at famous restau-
nts 1n the Durban ety centre and
ink lager or tequala at 1ts bars, but
u are unlkely to find samp or tra-
1ontal beer on menus

Yet this 13 what many foreign
wrists expect After all, they relish
2 couscous of Marrakesh or guzzle
2 palm wine of Lagos when visiting
)se cifies

Indian prime mimister Inder Ku-
ir Guyral was served a bland Eng-
h meal when he Iunched at Dur-
n’s new International Convention
ntre last year and Dutch journal-
s on a promotion tour of the city
re not taken to the Indhan markets
smell the fish and taste the spices
Why? Is it because of the legacy of
artheid and colomalism? Durban
the only SA city with a strong
nd of European, Indian and
-1can cultures

It 1s time for the ownership pat-
ns of the hospitahity industry to
ange to allow each of the cultures
lourish

How about shebeen queens serv-
" drinks under thatch-roofed bars
the beachfront? Why do only men
aring turbans, but not those
'ssed 1n traditional Zulu regaha,
lcome guests at hotel entrances?
suld there not be more places like
- Bat Centre — painted with
1can‘murals and playing African
sic — overlooking the bay?
Durban north central substruc-
e executive committee chairman

T T oy

T LTI TN T T I VI TN T T

" Our Cities

No=xmusa Dube says things are chang-
mg— as black businessmen move into
the=  forefront There are plans to
bux _3d a statue of Shaka, to map a
Ga=xradhi trail, and to build a game
par—ik 1n the wﬁaﬁmmﬁsm Valley of a
Theo>wusand Hills

=<"Tourists .. do not come to Dur-
har—a for the beach — they have it in
the A x own country. They want to see
zebwxas Andthey ask: what1s in your
cul #-ure — viohns or drums? What 1s
yorm T history? Was this not the place
of &= Ihhaka and Gandlna?”

B nistead, the Durban beachfront
hass a strong Miam feel to 1t wath 1ts
necs 12 l1ghts and plastic-encased sun
dec-"Exs. Some beachfront entertain-
memrt spots have witnessed a drop 1n
bus= Ariess m recent years as themr his-
tore < ally white chentele have headed
for <=Ihe suburbs out of fear of crime.*

s

031

® (29

The Blue Lagoon area, historical-
ly a “nonwhite” entertainment spot,
has retaimmed a vibrant night hLfe
However, the racial divide remains
Indians largely confine themselves
to one section of the lagoon, and
blacks to another Whites are
nowhere to be found The might club
scene also remains polarised
The divide 1s also glaring on the
residential front: whites are vacating
the flats overlocking the bay on the
palm tree-dotted Victoma Embank-
ment as they perceive a rise 1n crime,
me and noise with the arrival of
lack tenants As a result, flats are
being left unrented, or are for sale
Some flats have been unsold for a
year, with even prize price drops fail-
ing to attract buyers who no doubt
cast their eyes to nearby Albert Park
~— the first residential area in Dur-
ban where the Group Areas Act
crumbled Today there are slum-hike
conditions there

Some blame the degeneration on
the arrival of blacks, particularly the
“transient” student community Or-
gamsation of Civic Rights chairman
Sayed-Igbal Mahomed disagrees.
“The major problem 1s that landlords
... 0 longer bother about mainte-
nance. Lifts are not repaired, walls
are damp and buildings are infested
with cockroaches ”

He complains that the Durban
metropohitan council has not launch-
ed any mmtiative to rescue Albert
Park Bylaws are not enforced and

b
4
L1 )

Foreign tourists expect a touch of authenticity when visiting tourist destinations like Durban.

many landlords viclate heaith and
fire regulations

He says flats throughout the city
centre are being converted mto sec-
tional title and shareblock owner-
ship The negative effects of thas are
clear more nuddle- and low-mncome
earning families are bemg displaced
They are forced to look for accommo-
dation further away from work, or
cram 1nto flats with relatives

The housing crisi1s 18 compounded
by the rezonming of residential prop-
erty into commercial property “This
trend started 10-12 years ago m
Stamford Hill and has spread into
suburbs hike Berea and Musgrave

"
"
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The himited housing stock the city
has keeps reducing,” Mahomed says

Then there are the homeless Ac-
cording to a survey last year, there
are about 10 000 1 the city centre
Thas figure does not include massive
informal settlements 1n places such
as Cato Manor and Clare Estate

In the city centre, the homeless
are concentrated around the War-
wick Avenue triangle, Umgen: Road
and the Berea station area

City officials say Durban’s total
population was estimated i1n the
1980s to be as much as 4-m1lhon, but,
judging by the number of people who
voted 1n recent elections, thas. was a
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gross exaggeration The population
1s more likely to be 2,5-million, about
half of whom are informal settlers

Metropolitan council executive
committee chairman Margaret Win-
ter says one of the council’s biggest
problems i housing people 18 land
Most vacant land in the city 1s pri-
vately owned and expensive The
councll has been encouraging prop-
erty owners to opt for low-income
housing, as this removes the threat
of land invasions.

Winter says Durban 1s to become
a pacesetter in a potentially new
trend in SA‘ provading housing
through medium-rise flats Section

till no shebeen queens serving traditional beer in central Durban

21 companies will be formed, wath
subsidies granted to them by the
provincial housing board to build
flats As construction will be more
expensive, rent will have to be paad
However, this payment will eventu-
ally lead to owmnership

The1dea has been taken from Rot-
terdam, with which Durban - 1s
twinned The first project has been
earmarked 1n the Sydenham-Clare
Estate area -

Dube says the council 1s striving
to bring housmg closer to the work-
place She cites as an example plans
to build a housing complex for 16w,
middle and high-income groups. in
the northern part of the city centre

“The system has worked 1n the
Netherlands, and the high-income
group will subsidise the low-income
group There will be dense two-
storey houses for low-income earners
and semi-detached, detached and
country houses ” _,

Analysts say the northern part of
the city 1s becoming a prime business
node based on the convention centre
and Natal Building Society head-
quarters A string of offices and
shopsis being developed

The node — with developments 1n
other parts of the city — could spear-
head a renaissance in Durban, Wﬁﬁ it
15 doubtful that 1t will be an African
renaissance After all, US fast food
chain McDonalds 1s hungrily waating
to openits first Durban outlet there

O This is the last in the six-part series
QOur Cities The previous articles ap-
peared on January 27, 29 and Febru-
ary 3, 5and 10.
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R17bn mer

Amanda Vermeujen

TALKS are under way to merge media,
Commumcations and financial services
group New Africa Investments (Na1l)
with industrial holding company John-
nic Lo create 2 R17bn black-controlied
conglomerate

Separate caulionary announce-
ments were pubhished by Nail, 1ts sub-
sidharies Metropohtan Life and African
Merchant me.m (AMB), and Johnnic
on February 16. Although these are ap-

arently not directly Iinked, officials
ave confirmed that they pertan to

talks between the four cornpanies. Ex-
ecutives at Johnme and Nail dechined
to comment on the record yesterd ay

The deal taking shape1s a parently
designed to boost Johnnic’s share rice
by hnking 1t more closely to Nail’s
high-performing financial services in-
terests. This would make 1t easier for
shareholders 1n the National Empow-
erment Consortium (NEC) to repay
their loans taken for the 1996 trans.
achon m which Johnmic was unbun-
dled from Anglo American

Nail owns 1,9% of Johnme through
Methfe The insurance oup 15 one of
the biggest lenders to NEC members

It 15 understood that Nail, which al-
ready plays a Em.Emnmbu role m the
Johnme group, will become its control-
hing shareholder It will then imect its
financial sérviees assets,! including

Methfe and AMB, mto Johnme, which

has publicly stated its goal of becoming
a serious w_mwma in financial services.
The talks may also lead to a merger
of Nail’s media interests, held i1n New
Africa Publications, with those of
Johnnie, represented by Omm Meda,
the parent company of Times Media
Ltd owns 50% of BDFM Publish-

-ers, owners of Business Day and the

Finaneial Mail
Omm Media — which owns 92% of
TML — may be collapsed and merged
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i | Jakaranda

with Na:l’s media interests Thesge 1n-
clude the Sowetan newspaper and g
stake 1n Radio Jacarandsa 18 not
the first time such a move has been
suggested Last year Nail and TMI,
had discussions about merging thear
publhishinginterests.

It is also understood that this en-
larged media mu.nﬁ_w — falling under
the Johnnic umbrella — ray be mter-
ested m buying The Catizen, which 15 in
the Perskor stable. The peaper — which
has a large black readership and would
be a good fit wath the Sowetan — jg one
of the unknown factors m the proposed
merger of media groups Caxton, COTP
and Perskor

Caxton director Gordon Utian said
yesterday there were “no official talks”
on the future of The Citizen He said
the situation was fluid, as the merger
talks with Perskor were still dommat-
ing the agenda.

The wild card in a possible Nail-
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Johnnic Emummm. is Johnme’s 13% stake
m SA Breweries. Johnnic 18 believed to
be unhappy with holding portfohio 1n-

vestments — such as — over
which it has little influence
Speculation 18 that Johnnre will digs-

pose of 1ts R6bn SAB stake This would
unlock value for the black empower-
ment shareholders by providing cash
to repay the NEC’s loans and to in-

; crease their stake in strategic invest-
- ments, -such as food

up Premuer,,
Johnnic owns 27,5% of Premier. ’
Another option would be for Najl-
Johnnic to swap its SAB shares for
shares in Premier or even a mersed
Liberty Lafe-Standard Bank. qﬂm
would take place in terms of voting
agreements on the SAB shares be-
tween Laberty and Johnnic sharehold-
er Anglo American. Such a move would
Iall two birds wath one stone by beefing
up Joehnnic’s food mterests and enlarg-
mg1ts financial services portfoho.

e |

-not- do likewise .

20% earnings rise

a2 13148

LIBERTY Lafe, winch is in merger
talks wiath Standard Bank Investment
Corporation, lifted headline share
earnings 20% to R12,15 1n the year to
Dece , helped by a new accounting
system that conformed with interna-
tional norme

The diwvidend rose 33% to 425¢
(320c¢), :ncluding a 40c a share bonus to
celebrate the group's 40th birthday.

CE Roy Andersen said he hoped to
conclude negotiations by the end of
April. A merger would create an R80bn
banking, life assurance and finanecial
services giant Iabhold’s shares rose

. 420c¢ to R162,20 on the Johannesburg

Stock Exchange yesterday, while Stan-
bic’s gamed 800¢ to R298

Andersen said Laberty was restruc-
tfurmg because there were too many
layers, with seven listed companies. “If
we flatten the Emm..wm. structure, we wall
qualify for a full E 100 hstang”.

E attributable to
Life s oldersincreased to R1,18bn
(R970m), helped by the new account-

ng system which includes mvestment
msmﬁmm In earmings. Previously,
these were credited to reserves

The total consohdated surplus rose
23% to R3,08bn.

Andersen said total new busmess
grew 32,6% to R6,26bn, beating the
targeted R6bn — “qmte an achieve-
ment 1n the shrinking insurance mar-
ket” Laberty Life’s total assets grew to
R101bn from R82bn

Liberty Holdings, which has a
53,9% share of Liberty Lafe, lifted total
consolidated attrabutable profit 23% to
R1,74bn on a restated basis. Lablfe
Strategic Investments headline earn-
mgs 1mproved 22,6% to R789m, while
First International Trust %mﬁmwmm up
netincome after tax 43% to R220,5m.

Chaxrman Donald Gordon said Lab-
erty International, whose share earn-
ings rose 30%, was “looking at talkng
over a hfe company, with twa or three
major compantes on our short list’. but
we are underno pressure todoit” _
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Durban ¢ouncillors mﬁmmﬂmm Or corrupntion

Farouk Chothia .

DURBAN -— THE Minonty Front sus-
pended Durban councillor Siva Pillay’s

membership yesterday, but 1€
African National Congress (ANC) did
metropolitan
council tender bHoard" chairman Ndu-

miso Maduna after the two were ar-
rested on corruption &E.wm-ﬁ.

Durban mayor Obed a (ANC)
said Pillay was arrested on Wednesday

after he allegedly received a sum of
money “on the pretext” that he wasina

RN

w..muw fenders Further mmvestigations .

AL

constriction com-

d to Maduna’s arrest. ° .
Mlaba sand the ANC would wait un-
tl the outcome of the court case before
suspending Maduna. Minority Front
leader Amichand Rgjbans: sad Pyllay

claimed he was innocent, but he
suspended pending the court outcome
olice spokesman Capt Vish Naidoo
saad Pillay and Maduna appeared m
court on corruption charpes. y was
granted R2 o%c bail. Maduna was re-
mandedincustody *
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Provincial mo

Farouk Chothia

ULUNDI — A multimillion rand
jllegal money-lending scheme —
involving deductions from em-
ployees’ salaries without their
knowledge — was uncovered 1n
the KwaZulu-Natal local govern-
ment and housmmg department,
MEC Peter Miller said yesterday
Miller said two semor officials
from the department’s Ulundi of-
fice had been arrested for fraud
and more arrests were expected.
He said an investigation con-
ducted by the department had
found 1llegal money-lending
schemes operatmg from 1ts Ulun-
d1 office 1n contravention of the
Usury Act and treasury regula-

f
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tions Employees were@t money
and had repayments deducted
from therr salames at interest
rates of up to 30% a week. In some
mstances, employees were not
even lent money but deductions
were still made from their
salaries, Miller sand.

He saad there was also evadence
of the theft of leave gratmty and
ginamn-related cheques, staff

awing more than one salary and
salames of retired employees be-
ing reinstated and diverted mnto
fraudulent bank accounts

Miller said the fight against
corruption 1 government ranks
was one that could not be lost The
survival of democracy and
progress m development were de-

61})

pendent on defeating cofruption

KwaZulu-Natal welfare MEC
(udeon Zulu also disclosed that
four Swazis had been arrested
Pongola in northern KwaZulu-Na-
tal after attempting to draw SA

ensions. He said it was common

or Swazis, Basothos and Mozam-
bicans to visit neighbouring
KwaZulu-Natal to draw pensions

In an address to the KwaZulu-
Natal legislature, provincial pre-
mier Ben Ngubane said the anti-
fraud campaign launched over a
year ago had led to 127 successful
prosecutions. It was hoped sav-
ings of 5% to 8% would be made
once the re-regmstration of pen-
sioners, ammed at ehmimating
frand, was concluded
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waZulu-Nata

] wants

y @Mﬂ finance of R500m from central %Muwﬁ% MWMMW«M Qmmpmﬂ

hu
e

r

a R500m

Cromod AT ot T AT
Farouk Chothia : .+ - be gigned within the next few days. :
L e er did not specify what the con- ~'ment in order to avoid paying an ex-
ULUNDI —  Newly m@nmu&mmu ~ ditions wers. e vt .1’ orbitant sum of money in interest to
RKwaZulu-Natal finance MEC Peter ©... " “Observers pointed-out the agree-= banks. °
Miller saxd yesterday the provincial-~ment was in"terms of section 100 a)of- - Miller did not specify how KwaZulu-

government was expecting bridging fi-
nance of R600m from central govern-
ment on top of a grant of R800m to deal
with its 1997/98 deficit of R1,85bn.

Tabling the Adjustment Estimates
Bill before the legislature and its fi-
nance portfolioc committee in Ulundi,
Miller said the 1997/98 financial year
had been the provincial government's
“annus horribilis”

He wanted “united action” from the
seven parties mn the legislature to en-
sure such a cnsis was never repeated.
The KwaZulu-Natal government
would be making & “concerted effort” in
the new Nmmﬂ to receive a fair and eq-
uitable share of the national budget, as
it was currently underfunded, he'said.

An agreement listing conditions for
the release of the RO900m grant would

the constitution which gave central
government the prerogative to “inter-

& 3

“vene” when %»Eﬁbﬁ& governments

failed to fulfil their obligations.

Central government could issue a
“directive” to the province, listing the
steps it needed to take in order to meet
its obligations. » ,

African National Congress MP
Mike Sutchffe said the decision to in-
voke section 100 (a) of the constitution
reflected the gravity of the financial
crisisin KwaZulu-Natal.

It was the first step towards central
government “taking over”. !

The provincial government had to
=Mmﬁ the ship back on course” if it want-
ed to avoid this, Sutcliffe said.

Miller said the KwaZulu-Natal gov-
ernment also hoped to receive bridging

1

Y would mammﬁEme o0 8o by cutting the

-I-
k

Natal intended to repay the R500m,
but said it would take the province a
few years to “manage” itself out of its
predicament.
"~ The provincial government had set
aside R426m in the 1998/90 budget to
further reduce the R1,957bn deficit,
The three amounts would leave a

deficit of R181m. Miller did not explain .

how it would be wiped out, though he
HmmmEm department budgets, one MP
paid.

Miller stressed he still had to study

¥ the financial situation.

1

He would be officially taking over ag
finance MEC only at the start of the
new mﬂmunwmmmw year.,

National Party MP Gordon Hay-
garth said he wanted to know whether
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7bn figuré~was accurate, or
whether some departments were “hid-
ing” their true detficits.

He was raising the question because
of concern that the muciu&& educa-
tion department might not have paid a
“whole lot of accounts”.

There were reports that education
MEC Vincent Zulu had been prevented
from boarding a plane recently, as the
department had not settled its account
with a travel agency.

If departments planned to make
payments from their new budgets, the
consequences would be serious, W&r
garth said.

Miller replied that all payments had
to be made by the end of this month,
and he would “like to believe” that no
bills had been “hidden away” for later
payment.

“I must conclude that the deficit 18
accurately portrayed.

“If not, you iﬂw be the first to know,”
Miller told MPs.
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| The unpopular Peter Miller has

skills the IFP cannot overlook

THE choice of Peter
Miller as finance MEC of
KwaZulu-Natal reflects
the dearth of quality
leadership within the
Inkatha Freedom Party
(IFP).

Miller is unpopular
with party boss g0-
suthu Buthelezi, the Zu-
lu princes in the provin-
cial cabinet and Ulundi-
based pubhc servants.
Yet Miller, the only
white person 1 the 10-
member provincial cabi-
net, has been given the
key finance portfoho and
will continue holding e1-
ther the housing or local
government portfolo.

Apartheid is undoubt-
edly responsible for the
shortage of a high-
calibre black leadership
withan the IFP, but this
18 not the sole reason.

The problem also lies ':

with Buthelezi, who was
chief minister of the
KwaZulu government
for nearly 20 years. He
could have developed a
leadership capable .of
governing effectively in a

post-apartheid democra-

cy. It is questionable
whether he concentrated
suffictently — 1f at all —
on this responsibility
The former KwaZulu
government had a cab-
net with portfolios rang-
ing from fnance to jus-
tice to public works But
loyalty, rather than per-
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fensinn between conser-
vative whites and Zulu

¥
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KwaZulu-Natal’s new finance MEC, Peter Miller, takes up his post today. Durban
correspondent Farouk Chothia looks at his varied career in the province
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fitted 1n with the 1IFP’s

ANC MP Mike *But-
chiffe —- who shadows

" KwaZulu-Natal's Peter Miller has been given the province’s Key portfolio of finance MEC
- ) - - ] . oA :

' versial legislation which
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public service
'The precedents are

formance, seemed to traditionalists afterthey bid to entrench tradi- Miller m local govern- not good. Ngubane came
have been the main cri- found themselves m a tional rule and usurp ment and housing and up with a performance
terion to qualify for a Hiﬂflﬂ party, province ., central gwemmenzfaow- will in finance as well — enhancement plan last
cabinet seat. and government. Both ers At the time, Felgate says he has two good year. But he acknowl-
: had shared a common was leading the charge qualities: he is “respon- edged recently that the

Counterparts 1denln%lcal hatred of the against er. Ironical- sive” to the lemslature, plan produced encourag-
ANC, but their relation- ly, Felgate 18 now an and knows how to use ing results m only the

As a result, some
African National Con-

ship was defined by the
segregationist policies

ANC member while
Miller remains an IFP

the media to put pres-
sure on public servants

health department,
which falls under ANC

gress(ANC)MECsinthe underpmnmgNP rule, member who 18 bemg in the fight against cor- MEC Zweli Mkhize. In
new provincial govern- This led to tension given more power. ruption and inefficiency. the IFP-conirolled wel-
ment, even though they over issues such as One view i8 that Sutchiffe says one of fare department, it was
had no previous experl- whether Ulundi or Mar- Npubane and Buthelezn Miller's weaknesses is “completely stifled” by
ence, outshone their IFP  itzb should be the now see Miller as play- an inability to develop a some officials.
counterparts. capr and whether ing a significant role In  long-term vision. “He 18 The obvious question
Faced with this real- whites should pay alle- the IFP’s 1999 election good at dealing with ex- was why Ngubane did
ity, the IFP top brass is giance to the Zulu campaign in regaimng 1sting plans, procedures notorder disciplinary ac-
forced to overlook differ- monarch. This made white votes. Thronghhis and rules, but thereisno  tion agamst these offi-
ences with Miller, an ef- people like Millerunpop- new portfolio, he will creativity on the future cals, or whether he was
hicment technocrat who ularamongthe IFP’sZu- have to mnstil confidence This is important in the afraid because they were
served in the former Na- lunationalists. in the provincial govern- finance portfolio.” “untouchables”.
tal executive commuttee In 1995 rumours were ment by turning it into a The big question is Miller seems aware of
from 1986 to 1993, where mife that Miller would be  financially healthy and whether Ngubane, and the nisks the new portfo-
his responsibilibies in- axed as local govern- efficentadmimstration. more importantly, Bu- lo carries “In essence,
cluded local government. ment and housmmg MEC Ngubane’s potential thelezi will back Miller I'veinherited abankrupt
. Miller’s critics say he n favour of Buthelezi’'s to do well as finance when he demands finan- estate and some of my
i an individualist, un- then-close  confidant, MEC fell short because cal discipline and ac- colleagues say I have
willing to take collective Walter Felgate. Miller of a heavy workload. He countabihty from cabi- been given the powson
responsibility in govern- was refusmg to heed in-  is also the IP’s national  net colleagues and clears  chalice. But I am pre-
ment. It 15 probably a structionstopasscontro- chamrman. the dead wood from the paredtogiveitago.”
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The fprmer Kw?Zulu
.government had a cabi- |
net with ‘portfolios rang-
g from finance to } us-
tu:e to‘public works
loyalty, rather than per-
formance, seemed to
have been the mamn cri-
terion to qualify for a
cabinet seat.

Counterparts

As a result, some
Afrcan National Con-
gress (ANC) MECs in the
new provincial govern-
ment, even though they
had no previous experi-
ence, outshone thewr IFP
coun arts.

Faced with this real-
ity, the IFP top brass is
forced to overlook differ-
ences with Miller, an ef-
ficient technucrat who
served 1n the former Na-

tal executive committee -

from 1986 to 1993, where
his resp unmblhtms in-
cluded local government.

Miller’s L‘.I‘ltl{'.'ﬂ say he
is an mdividualist, un-

willing to take cullectwa‘_
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ment. It is probably a*
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i:enswn between ‘conser-
vative whites and Zulu
traditionalists after they
found themselves mm a

3111 e party, prmrmce‘

government. Both
had shared a common
1deolo hatred of the
ANC, but their relahon—
ship was defined b
Eegregatlomat pu mes
underpinning NP
ThlB led to tensmn
over issues such as
whether Ulundi or Mar-
1tzb should be the
capl and whether
whltes should pay alle-
giance to the Zulu
mnnarchl b L’%‘]nhm made
people like er unpop-
ular among the IFP’s Zu-

(] natmnahsts

In 1995 rumours were
rife that Miller would be
axed as local govern-
ment and huuam MEC
m favour of Buthelezi’s
then-close confidant,
Walter Felgate. Miller
was refusing to heed in-
structions to pass contro-
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— I did not cavse it. Iin- §:

%?ﬂiieg 1 problem — am}_
ght my Way out o
| it,”Millersaid, ¥~ *°

His critics say he ig a
career politician — a per-
ception fuelled by the
fact that the IFP is the
fourth political home of
| the 51-year-01d trained
| air force pilot. His cur-
rictlum  vitae (CV)
shows hiz involvement
in politics dates back to
1973, when he was elect-
ed vice-chairman of the
Umited Party in Kok-
stad. Between 1981 and
1986 he was the New Re-
| public Party Natal cau-

cus chairman Then he
joined the National Par-
ty (NP), but his CV does
not mention thas.

Miller was one of the
first NP members to de-
fect in the post-1990 era,
joining the IFP in 1993,
i e e

o' many Na
whites saw Buthglem as
a “western statesman”,
an alternative to the
“communist dictators” in
the ANC. But Miller 18
bound to have asked
himself whether he was

wrong in s assessment
of Buthelem, whn began

a campaign to scupper
the 1994 elections.

Miller epitomised the

5 . L ==
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fvarslal legislation which
fitted in with the IFP’s
bid to enirench tradi-
tional rule and usurp
central government uw-
ers. At the time, Felga

was leading the charge

1 ller. Ironacal-
ly, Felgate 183 now an

C member while
Miller remains an IFP
member who is being
gIVEN INOTe Power.

One wview is that
Ngubane and Buthelezi
now see Miller as play-
g a 8 cant role i
the 8 1999 election
campalgn in re

gaing
white votes. Through his

new portfolio, he will
have to mmstil conﬁdence
n the provincal govern-
ment by turning 1t into a
financially healthy and
efficient admmmistration.
Ngubane’s potential
to do well as finance
MEC fell short because
of a heavy workload He
18 also the [FP’s national
chairman
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ANC MP Mike Sut-
clife — who shadows
Miller 1n local govern-
ment and housing and
will 1n finance as well —
says he has two good
gqualities: he 18 “respon-
give” to the legslature,
and knows how to use
the media to put pres-
sure on public ﬂervanta
in the fight against cor-
ruption and inefficiency.

Sutcliffe says one of
Miller’s weaknesses is
an inabihty to develop a
long-term vision “He is
gnud at dealing with ex-

nl{)lans, procedures

es, but there 18 no

creatmty on the future

This 18 important 1n the
finance urtfuhu

The uesfion is
whether N ane, and
more jmportantly, Bu-

thelezi will back Miller
when he demands finan-
cial discipline and ac-
countabihty from cabi-

net colleagues and clears
the dead wood from the

KwaZu!u-N atal’s Patar Miller has been giventhe province's kﬂ\f portfolio of ﬁnnnne MEC
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edged recently that &
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“completely stafled”
some officials.
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DURBAN — The KwaZulu-Natal
government was hoping that re-
trenchments later this year would
slash the personnel expenditure
bill in the education deiaartment
o that funds would be released for
other expenditure, it emerged at
meetings of the provincial legisla-
ture’s education and finance port-
folio committees yesterday.

Superintendent-general of the
education department, Mike Jar-
vis, said R6,36bn or 93% of the
R6,8bn education budget was al-
located for personnel expenditure,
This would leave only about
R500m for other expenditure

He said the department was
aware of the need to cut personnel

expenditure. Its allocation was
13% higher than the 80% recom-

mendeéd by the national depart-:

ment, Jarvis said.

tee chairman Roger Burrows said

the department was banking on

the creation of a “retrenchment

— . — —td

Hope &t; L}')etrenc |

70 2

tool” at natitnal’level and he be-
lieved the “political will” existed to
cut personnel costs in both teach-
ing and nonteaching areas

However, the “retrenchment
tool” was expected to come into ef-
fect only in the second half of the
year, he said.

Its imglementatinn would be
preceded by new teacher-pupil ra-
tios having been worked out in
consultation with teacher organi-
gations. Teachers from over-
staffed schools would be rede-
ployed to understaffed schools

If they declined, theg would be
retrenched. Other teachers would
then be employed at understaffed
schools, Burrows said.

Jarvis said that in the interim,
the department was adhering to
teacher-pupil ratios of 1-35 and
1:40 for primary and high schools
respectively. About 7 200 tempo-

. rary teachers had their contracts

! Y
Provincial education commit-" terminated due to last year’s bud-

get crisis However, some teachers
were now being re-employed, but
only at schools where the termi-

nts slashing costs:’

i1

i J

nation of contracts negatively af- *
fected the “interim norm” of 1:35
and 1:40.

It would become clear in the
next few weeks how many teach- -
ers had been re-employed, but the- -,
figure could be 3 600, The nonre; *
newal of the contracts of the 3 600
teachers could result in a saving of
about R100m on the R6,36bn pex- ax
sonnel bill, Jarvis satd. o

The department budgeted only- 3~
R36m for the construction and
maintenance of schools and the.,;,
hiring of buldings. The latter.,,
alone amounted to about R21lm.
To fulfil contractual obligations s
and provide for other essential
services, a total of R94,1m was
needed, Jarvis said. g

The department would not be
paying schools’ entire water and,_
electricity bills and shortfallg.g:
would have to be covered from .,
school funds. The budget for ser-,.,
vices such as cleaning and secu-
rity had also been “restricted” to ;s
R19m and problems were expect- -
ed on this issue, Jarvis said. -
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= ANC joy as ‘godfather’ quits
[h& . ..:I " :? | M
{}ll ik
nal | JUSTIN ARENSTEIN v In fact, Teflon-coated Mkhwa-
uld . — ‘. nazl's quiﬁ.t regignatiun at th; tail
the, | e s v 1’ end of his budget speech On
K R Wednesday caused such pandemo-

‘ "
ws | THE fnrcedifm*sigpatimfﬂdf Mpuma: nium among his departmental of-
es, | langa’s godiather-iike énvironmen- fictals that the legislature’s speaker
t a | tal affairs MEC and the suspension , had to scream for the first time in
in- | of the province’s deputy speaker ~ four years to restore order
ro- | on possiblecorruption chargesthis Mkhwanazt has been dogged by
s | week caught everyone in the scandal almost from the inception
'ro- | province off balance — including . of the province in 1994.
her | the victims' own party, the ANC. . As one of three senior former
€8 Both MEC::‘David Mihwanazi and | homeland politiclans granted key
aal | Cynthla Marupeng had convinced | positions in the province through
‘ observers thdt they were invuiner- 4 the Songimvelo Accord in repay-
are | able after weathering a series of  ment for assistance during the
dle- | nepotism, ffdud .and corruption ,struggle, Mkhwanazl was repeated-
t to | claims, Incl ding the recent Dol- 'ly slammed in auditor general re-
4 | phin deal an tﬁe’B scandals ’ ;ipprts from the forer Kangwane.
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wcredible but true When you and your companion fly with Malaysia Arrlines to
ysia and / or beyond, you'll be eligible for a 5 day ! 4 mght free stay including breakfast
 of more than 100 parucipating hotels in |9 different locations throughout Malaysia

's not only free but also easy Whether you're going to Malaysia for business or
shiday, conference or adventure, you can take advantage of this promotion anytime
1 15 Apnil to 30 June 1998 b

*hoose from more than 30 exciting optional tours You can also extend your stay
1 our CityStay programme Don’t delay Make your reservations now for this
e-in-a-hfetime experience

or more tnformation, please contact the nearest Malaysia Airlines office or your travel
1t. Or visit us at hitp //'www malaysiaairlines com.my
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But none of the press coverage of
his trips to Disneyland at taxpay-
ers’ expense, his questionable ac-
ceptance of free firms or his ten-
dency to authorise massive and
costly construction projects to du-
bious companies in his home
village seemed to slow him down

Starting with a non-existent
department, Mkhwanazi soon
hoasted the most bloated portfollo
in Mpumalanga.

It was through the parks board
that Mkhwanazi rode roughshod
over land claims by rural commu-
nities and engineered the con-
tentious multibillion-rand Dolphin
Deal with the Dubai-based Dolphin
Group, granting it exclusive com-
mercial rights to the
province's key game re-
serves for 25 years.

Weathering public out-
rage, Mkhwanazi moved
onto authorise a RS,4-mil-
lion deal for incompatible
and useless computers
. The enslve hard-
ware has been gathering
dust In a government
storeroom for almost a

year,
His resignation this
week Immediately

prompted  speculation
about intermmal ANC
purges Or an even greater
scandal about to break
Although no clear evi-
dence of a purge has sur-
faced, grassroots ANC
activists are rejoicing
that the powerful former
homeland leader has
been squeezed out
The Songlmvelo Three,
Mkhwanazi, safety and se-
curity strongman Steve
Mabona and Speaker
Elias Ginindza, were de-
spised by activists and ex-
iles alike as tainted com-
promise leaders
Only Ginindza remains
after Mabona was also
forced to resign last year
for engineering fraudu-
lent drivers and learners
licenses for parliamen-
tary deputy Speaker,
Baleka Mbete-Kgositsile,
But Ginindza too is los-
ing his grip amid growing
claims of inetficiency

ANC  insiders are
adamant that he will not
make it onto the leader-
ship lists for the 1999
elections

The sudden suspen-
sion of Marupeng on
Thursday is seen as the
first strike against her
public reputation

Even though she was
one of the ANC's “chosen
ones”, Marupeng was not
allowed the face-saving
chance to resign or pre-
pare a public defence

She was, instead, sum-
marily suspended from
both the party and the
* legislature almost imme-
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s ‘godfather’ quits

But none of the press coverage ol
his trips to Disneyland at taxpay-
ers’ expense, his questionable ac-
ceptance of free farms or his ten-
dency to authorise massive and
costly construction projects to du-
bious companies in his home
village seemed to slow him down

Starting with a non-existent
department, Mkhwanazi soon
boasted the most bloated portiolio
in Mpumalanga

It was through the parks board
that Mkhwanazl rode roughshod
over land claims by rural commu-
nities and engineered the con-
tentious multibillion-rand Dolphin
Deal with the Dubai-based Dolphin
Group, granting it exclusive com-

merclal rights to the
province's key game re-
serves for 25 years.
Weathering public out-
rage, Mkhwanazi moved
on to authorise a R5,4-mil-
lion deal for incompatible
and useless computers,

The expensive hard-

Flias Ginindza, were de-

ANy ware has been gathering
.ot dust in af gm:rnment
mol e e storeroom for almost a
j L HE year
A O A His resignation this
= e week immediately
fie- i Fle prompted  speculation
S - about internal ANC
3 = purges or an even greater
enle o LT : [l scandal about to break
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M . w17 1 M O homeland leader has
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spised by activists and ex-
lles alike as tainted com-
promise leaders
Only Glnindza remains
after Mabona was also
forced to resign last year
for engineering fraudu-
lent drivers and learners
licenses for parliamen-
tary deputy Speaker,
Baleka Mbete-Kgositsile
But Glnindza too 1Is los-
ing his grip amid growing
claims of inefficiency.

ANC  insiders are
adamant that he will not
make it onto the leader-
ship lists for the 1999
elections

The sudden suspen-
sion of Marupeng on
Thursday is seen as the
first strike against her
public reputation

Even though she was
one of the ANC's "chosen
ones”, Marupeng was not
allowed the face-saving
chance to resign or pre-
pare a public defence.

She was, instead, sum-
marily suspended from
both the party and the
legislature almost Imme-
: diately after the caucus
was presented with proof
that she hadrawarded a
_ | [ large catering contract to

F—

friends .
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CRACKING WHIP .,  Justice Minuster Dullah Omar
(feft) and Acting President Thabo Mbek: have author-
ised the Specal Investigation Unit to probe senous
allegations of corruption and maladrriristration in
municipalities a university, colleges and parastatals

¢

VORI o U e

Special unit empowered

to flush out mx@&ma‘
By MIKE @\v Tamd’Justice Minister Dullah Omar

Special Investigation Uit (SIU) were

urteashed this month to combat rampant

corruption 1n South Africa, Various State
institutions and individual officials in the Eastern
Cape, Mpumatanga, the Northern Province and
KwaZulu Natal are about to feel the sting of the  (§,
country’s most suceesful anti-corruption

YL
F %ﬁ L )
HE G off as the formidable
powers of the elite East London-based

organisation as the SIU homes 1 on them. @c

This follows a July 15 proclamation in the
Government Gazette which authorises the SIU to
probe serrous allegations of corruption and
maladministration in municipalities, a university,
coleges and parastutals )/

Milhons of rands 1n state assets, funds and
property are mvolved and adds to the 90 000 Emmmyﬂ.
representing R6,2 billion - under mvestigation by
the 60-person umit. 2

The deputy head of the unit, Advocate Gerhard
Visagie, confirmed the latest batch of mveshgatio
and saud. “The umt and 1ts predecessor — the Heath
Commz1ssion -~ has recovered or safeguarded RS
billion of State assets and funds sinee its inception.”

The SIU, headed by East Cape judge Willem
Heath, was established m terms of the Special
Investipation Umt and Special Trbunals Act No 74

-—— rwm  wpe— T

of 1996 by President Mandela and 1s empoweredio |

probe allegations of cormuption retroactive to 1976,

The unit now operates nationwide and has
opened another office in Umtata as weil as
functioning from provincial cenires when
conducting investigations Personal assistant to
Judge Heath, Guy Rich said: “This modus operandi
allows easy access to afficials and the various
depariments or orgamsations

The Mpumalanga Development Corporation
(MDC) 13 tn be probed for alleged unlawiul,
unauthorised and 1rregulay payments made to
former managing direetor, Patrick Mogorost.

The MDC wiil also be placed under scrutiny for
“insuffictient adminisirative and accounting
procedures to exercise financial control and
control of assets and non-compliance with
statutory provisions”

Allegations of the awarding of unlawful,
unauthorised or irregular contracts as well as the
loss of State funds throngh theft and frand will also
come under mvestigatton.

The unit will investigate the Unaversity of Venda |

He said the safeguarding had been undertaken by ~ for allegations of misconduct by 1ts vice-chancellor

Interdicts to prevent the loss of state assets, property
and money

In the firing lime are the Eastern Cape
Development Agency, the Transke: Development
Corporation, the Ciskei People’s Development Bank,
the Umversity of Venda, the Western Cape Collepe of
Education, the Mpumalanga Development
Corporation and 16 Eastern Cape mumicipalities

The proclamation was signed by Acting President

\

1\

over appointments and promotions of persons
contrary to the interests of the university as well as
the unauthorised use of a credat card.

The Border Trammng Centre (Eastern Cape) will
be probed over the alieged theft and misuse of
vehicles, the approval of 100 percent 1ncreases m
meeting allowance payments to members of the
Board of Trustees of BTC, and eight cther
allegations of corruphon and financial
mismanagement.

The Western Cape College of Education will have
to explain allegations of uniawful payments of
salaries toemployveesand the removal of computers
and stationery from the college for private use

The Eastern Cape Development Agency and four
affiliate organisations will be scrutinised over
allegations ranging from entermg mto uregular
contracts to unanthonsed loans bemmg made to
board members, employees, relatives and friends

The local authorities of Bedford, Cala, Despatch
and Engobo will be taken to task over allegations of
the payment of allowances to councillors that
contravene Iaws and directives

Cofimvaba’s TLC will have to come upwith a
reason why it used several bank accounts mn
different towns and failed to disclose these
accounts to the auditors.

Hamburg will be targeted over the alleged
misappropriation of fimds by councillors and
employees for the payment of survey and Iegal costs
to private mdividuals.

The King William’s Town TLC allegedly engaped

in the unauthorised and irregular creation of top
posts for employees and the conclusion of contracts
contrary to the public mterest. Allegations that the
TLC made unauthorised and nregular transport
allowances to employees will also be mmvestigated.

Of the 16 Eastern Cape local authorities 12 are
cited for their failure to collect rates and taxes —
ECN Weekend Service
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Probe into gorruption ordered

?ﬁ T 29
pro ublic works and water

PRETORIA: President Nelson an-
dela has ordered a probe into
extensive claims of corruption and
maladministration simce 1986 1n at
least 16 government institutions n
three provinces

According to a presidential
proclamation i the Government
Gazette, the three provinces are the
Eastern Cape, Mpumalanga and
KwaZulu-Natal

Mandela said he had referred
the allegations to Judge William
Heath's unit after consultation
with the three premuers

The allegations mcluded serious
maladministration, improper or
unlawful conduct by state employ-
ees, unlawful expenditure or inten-
tional or negligent loss of public
money, and corruption,

J— ™—

In terms of yesterday’s
mation, the Heath unit should
examine claims of such offences
since January 11 986

It would focus on five depart-
ments in the Eastern Cape, three m
KwaZulu-Natal and eight in
Mpumalanga

Eleven alleged offences in the
Eastern Cape education depart-
ment were listed 1n the proclama-
tion They mcluded the appoint-
ment of officials in return for
favours or payment, irregular over-
payment of some officials, uregular
supply of textbooks and the theft
or loss of cheques

Stmilar offences allegedly
occurred in the Fastern Cape’s pub-
lic debt commission and the
departments of health and welfare,

————

- -
f

Mpumalanga msntuhons men-
tioned mcluded the provincial leg-
1slature and the departments of
education, agriculture, inland rev-
enue, safety and securnty, public
works, and roads and transport.

Alleged offences in these
departments mncluded the mrregular
use of state vehicles, unauthorised
claims for subsistence allowances
and unlawful payments for goods
not delivered or for services not
rendered.

The Heath unit would also
mnvestigate the unlawful, unautho-
rised or irregular use of state or
public land i Mpumalanga by the
department of home affairs of the
former KaNgwana homeland gov-
ernment

mmﬁm
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In KwaZulu-Natal, the depart-
ments of education, lncal govern-
ment, housing and transport
would come under scrutiny.

The transport department was
allegedly connected to a settlement
of about R41 000 paid to one of 1ts
officials after he was mnvolved in a
car accident

Allegations with regard to the
two other departments mcluded
the unlawful or unauthorised use
of state vehicle credit cards, uregu-
lar granting of apphcations under
the housing subsidies scheme and
the theft of state vehicles

Civil disputes ansing from the
Heath investigation would be han-
dled by a special tribunal set up last
year, Mandela said 1n the procla-
mation, — Sapa
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Mandela orders
corruption probe

B PSS

ORIA — President elson Man-
dela yesterday ordered a probe into
extensive claims of corruption and

maladminiﬁtratiun since }Bﬂﬁ in at

In terms the Xroclamation, the Heath

The investigation would focus on five
departments I the Eastern Cape,
three in KwaZul _Natal and eight

in Mpumalangﬂ‘_a.
Eleven alleged oftences in the Eastern
Cape education department were

agriculture, and revenue, safety
and security and public WOrks,

roads and transport.
Alleged offences in these departments

mncluded the irregular use of state
vehicles, anauthorised clayms for
subsistence allowances and unlaw-
ful payments for not delivered
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Current Affairs

THE HEATH SPECIAH@VESTIGATING UNIT
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IN NEED OF MANY MORE FIRE )E)éTII%lGUISHEHS
Abl

There is no end in sight to corruption fighting

The Heath Special Investigating Unit,
which 1s working on more than 90 000
cases of possible government corruption,
has undertaken two new huge projects

One is a probe mnto 16 government
institutions mn three provinces, and the
other 18 an mvestigation mnio alleged
irregularities i 17 Eastern Cape and
KwaZulu-Natal municipalities

The cases already on the unit’s books
involve sums of about R6,2bn, says Guy
Rich, personal assistant to Judge Willem
Heath

The unit, the first of its kind in SA, was
established by President Nelson Mandela
in March 1997, under judge Heath, {o
investigate serous cases of malpracice,
corruption and fraud mvolving Siaté as-
sets or money

It works n tandem with a special trl-
bunal which tries civil matters arsing out
of the 1nvestigations

The court has the power {o make orders,
issue mnterdicts and warrants of atrest and
subpoena witnesses It also works closely
with the Office for Serious Economic Of-
fences, the Public Protector and the SA
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UNCOVERING THE

Police Service

Apart from the civil cases tried by the
tribunal, evidence of criminality 15 referred
to the authority that mitiated the mves-
tigation for furthet action

The unit’s predecessor — the Heath
Ccommission — recovered, o1 prevenied
the mususe of, billions of rand 1t reversed
92 unauthorised promotions 1n the Bisho
Auditor-General’s Office 1n 1996, saving
R8bn

And it reversed the social pensions pay-
out tender in the Eastein Cape, saving the
ptovince a further R220m

The Special Investigating Unit has car-
ried on the tradition with a staff of 36
investigators, seven lawyers and 12 ad-
ministrators

It 15 dealing with a number of con-
troversial 1ssues, including the R14m stage
production Sargfina 2, mtended as a ve-
hicle for information about the killet dis-
ease Alds The production contract was
awarded to the theatre company Com-
mitted Attists, headed by playwnght
Mbongeni Ngema, 1n 1995

The Auditot-General and the Public Pro-

tector subsequently uncovered Lrregular-

the financial control of Commutted Artists

R4m -— three motor vehicles, two irailers,
purchased by Committed Arusts In the
Sarafina 2

the Department of Health The nvesti-
oation is continuing Into othet 1SSUes atis-
1ng out of this case

years, given the case load and budget
constraints The umit 15 requesung more
resources from the Justice Department

of corruption In SA, 1t would be worse if

doing were not ex- =M
posed and the &

Other cases the unit is handling include:

¥ The recovery of farms, worth between R45m-
< RAOmM They had been leased by individuals from
> government more than 10 years ago The farms had
:» been abandoned, the contracts lapsed and the

fessees failed to pay rent,

7

f;; ¥ The recovery of 372 State-owned vehicles,

“ vatued at about R33m on behalf of the Department

*+ of Transportin KwaZulu-Natal,

1 4 The securing payment worth R4.5m following a Daily
s Bread Feeding Scheme scandal in the Eastern Cape

% The discovery of R22,5m belonging to the
Eastern Cape gdvernment in a private company's
o hank account The money had originally been
" parmarked for a public corporation that lends 10
L smalf businesses

hoi b
£ o
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"% % The stoppage of the cashing of a R540 000

%.3 cheque that had been stolen from the Kokstad

s Tawn Council

.E".

tfg ¥ The recovery of about R1,3m n overpayments of
y
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allowances to councillors in Butterwaorih, Eastern
Cape,

¥ An investigation of 53 000 cases arising out of the
housing subsidy scheme in KwaZuly-Naal The iotal
value of the misappropriations 1s about R150m,

& An investigation into a State buslding project in
Queenstown, worth about R125m, following allegations
of non compliance with tender procedures,

¥ An investigatian inte a R2,3m claim in the
Northern Cape ansing out of a rental agreement
between government and a private company
where there are allegations that proper tender
procedures were not followed

¥ A probe info unauthonised leasing of
government photostat machines in the Narthern
Cape The damage 1s estimaied at R17m

% Assisting the Eastern Cape Development
Agency to recover loans worth more than R100m
made to small businesses

yolved not re- Y e
covered L I
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ties in the awarding of the tender and n

Three months ago the Heath Invesh-
gating Unit recovered assets wolth about

musical equipment and merchandise —
name of Ngema, with funds allocated to

The assets are now under the conirol of
judge Heath 15 likely to be busy ior |

Depressing as 1t 1s to discover the extent

these cases Of wrong- «&&Reas™ ™=

money In-
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Judge Heath B

& The recovery of R3,5m in salary overpayments
made i the former Bishe Audit Office

# Helping %o trace a blank warrant voucher ihat
was stolen from the Department of Justice In
Mpumalanga The warrant voucher was
subsequently drawn on the Department of State
Expenditure to the vaiue of R4,3m

f

Scheme cases where there were allegations of
fraud In many cases the defendants signed
acknowledgements of debts which amount o 1
R435 000 s

—r

;
¥ An investigation inte numerous Motor Finance %‘4
3
|
:
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prompted President Mandela at the ANC
™, conference m December to applaud the fact
a that we have worked together 1n spite of

Interests of SA, others accused
hum of a cynical strategy of ab-
stention likely to garner more J
pubhiaty knowing he would /RS
rejom the process, but only #
at the cost of hundreds of 4 ¢
lives X
There were also a . -
string of bitter dis- {&\%
putes after the elec- A
tions These ranged from the |-'Fila
parochial 1ssues — the selection of |-
a KwaZulu-Natal provincial capital
— to the provincial constitution, the &
role of traditional leaders, and the &%
issue of preserving the Kingdom £
of KwaZulu
All that, 1t now appears, 1s part of the
past After all 1t 15 difficult to reconcile the
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, who 1n late 1994
stormed uninvited into an SABC TV political

; -

(Y

i, f

and hyacked the event, with the man who
just over a week ago embraced I Ibeki and
called for sacnfices on all sides in the name
of national interest There are those who
beheve that such apparently schuzophrenic
behaviour 1s part of a deliberate strategy

Two quite different explanations are of-
fered by semor academics Alexander
Johnston, head of politics at the University
of Natal, takes a cynical view, arguing that
there has been no fundamental shift i
Buthelezt’s stance and that he 1s simply
pursuing lost voters

A more benign interpretation 1s offered
by University of Durban Westville senior
holitical science lecturer Adam Habib, who
believes the toenadering 18 genuine He says
that presenti relations between the ANC
and the IFP represent the first tangible
signs of the long-predicted realignment of
political forces in post-apartheid SA

Johnston asserts that Inkatha has un-
dergone a shift 1n style rather than sub-
stance He argues that iIf one strips away
the rhetoric, there have been few i any
changes to Inkatha policy “Any moder-
ating of rhetoric may well be aimed more
at the electorate than the ANC Under-
neath 1t all Buthelez1 stil tows the same
hard line when 1t comes {o 1ssues such as

L) rl:- ' ! 1...._*..'
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" CHANGING FACE
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“" « ANC has fo be sto Péd i its iracks before the

debate programme, distupted proceedings -

d 2

‘.
X

The firebrand
2

"I now say ehough is enough Let every member,
of the youth brigade hear me v hen ['say that the |

up you and your future ' Sep 19

future 15 destroyed " Sep 1992

. » o and the statesman "

by really thank the President (Mandela) for the
, rust and confidence he has shown in me, even if
iH's for a ~hart vhile 1 Feby 1 007~ ¢

.~ We con no longer afford divisions and we must
realise that in the end, if our country 1s fo succeed,

+ we must stand together, failing which weare  + -
. doomed fo fall together " Dec 1997

the Truth and Reconcihation Commission
and the demand to revisit KwaZulu-Natal's
provincial constitution — cornerstones of
Inkatha policy and philosophy *

The softening could also have some-
thing to do with a practical realisation that
though Inkatha 1s likely to remain the
biggest party in KwaZulu-Natal, its ma-
jority will be small and necessitate strong
Inter-party co-operation

Johnston adds that Inkatha risks alien-
ating the substantial section of its con-
stituency that 15 deeply suspicious of any
overtures to the ANC “There 1s doubtless a
constituency within Inkatha that actually
wants the bellicose rhetoric to continue

“While Buthelezi's tone was less mil-
itant, I would beware of drawing too many
Inferences from one performance,” says
Johnston

Though he repeatedly highlights the dif-
ferences between [FP and ANC, Buthelez
15 also quick to point out that the two
parties have worked well 1in the Gov-
ernment of National Unity

"“We have worked together in this sit-
uation in spite of our differences and it has
not been easy, but we are about to com-
plete our term next year This 1s what has
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"Bugger up the ANC or they are ngng to bugger” ﬁ'ﬁ. N
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[ij our differences,” says Buthelezi in re-

ponse to a question from the FM
Durban Westville's Habib says the
big thaw 1S a consequence of efforts
by the ANC nationally and regionally

to defuse tensions with Inkatha
"We are seeing the beginnings
of the political restructuring that
2% many forecast,” says Hahb
“This 15 a process of ironing out
g%~ the contradictions of transition
), The ANC was historically a
|, broad church organisation
.. ncorporating diverse polit-
T s ICAl viewpoints, which
b, are now  showing
& cracks and tension ”
He says that 1t 1s
i dawning on the ANC that 1t has

Py v
i
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¥ more In common with outside
54 organisations than its current com-
patriots In the Congress of SA Trade
Unmions (Cosatu) and SA Commu-
-2y Tust Party (SACP) This 1S par-
o ticularly so at an economic level,
where Inkatha 1s a strong ally of gov-
emment’s Growth, Employment and Re-
cdistribution policy

This, Habib says, has led 1o calls by the
likes of Deputy Environment Minister Peter
Mokaba for the ANC to consider an
[nkatha alliance and jettison its Cosatu
and SACP partners “Ilbeki would never
put 1t as crudely as that, but he does find
himself having more in common with
Buthelez! than his existing alliance col-
leagues,” says Habib

Buthelez, for his part, has been at pains
to rule out an ANC/Inkatha alhance or
merger as long as Cosatu and the SACP
remain i tow “Nevertheless he seems to
nave secured, without entering an al-
lance, a post-election pact that gives
Inkatha a role in government and himself
a Deputy Presidency,” Habib says

Habib remarks that 1ssues like inter-
nattonal mediatton will gradually be moth-
balled because they are marginal com-
pared with the fundamentai questions of a
new relationship developing between the
two parties The secondary 1tems will only
be dusted off and thrust at the ANC 1f the
new relationship sours

Whatever view one subscribes to, there

has been a fundamental political shift
Inkatha and Buthelezi have softened therr

stance towards the ANC

Some beheve that a closer relationship
between the ANC and the IFP could ex-
pedite the reconciliation process  Herh Payne
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Kwaé&wj\l atal audit ‘was hampered’

Farouk Chothia g of the 119 files requested
a ‘]ﬁ The report said the files were
DURBAN audit mto essential for Ernper auditing
salaries paid by the KwaZulu- A procedures, the matter was
Natal vernment during the *raised a number of times with
1995/ 96 financial year had been, ,the departments concerned.
“severely hamperéd” by the fal~ #4#* Accumulation of *personnel
ure of certain departments to expenditure was not audited be-
submit personal files, provin- cause three qlﬂ'erent computer
cial auditor Barry Wheeler smd  4éystems were in place at the
m areport reIeaﬂed esterday. ' -- i,:lm& and there were difficulties
The report, which deals *mth n obtaining reports and data,
personne expenthure idents-; .':fccnrdmgt,o thereport. ;.
fied the education departrqent& j . The reporﬁﬁs finan __
- Ulundi office as being amo Earl:men figures shnwedcgl s
the main culprits It submtted: *were 166 173 public servdnts in |
164 of 364 of the files requested - “the province “at the end of |
by the auditor-general’s office. *i: » February this year but the em-
The he department’s  ‘pléyment of l 385 public ser-
Ulundi officefailed to aubmﬂéz 1 vants couId not bevenﬁed '
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Farouk Chothia |

DURBAN — The KwaZulu-Natal Tender
Board did not adjudicate 1 a “peace ed-
ucation” contract, believed to be worth be-
tween R7m and R10m, awarded by the
provincial government, board chairman
Edmund Radebe said yesterday

The contract was allegedly awarded to
a consortrum which included the Centre
for Development Research Facihitation, an
organisation i whach provincial director-
general Otty Nxumalo’s wife, Tshitshi
Mbatha, wasinvolved. -

Premier Ben Ngubane said recently

that the board granted a “relazation au-
thorising the director-general to proceed

with the details of the KwaZulu-Natal
peace mitiative”,

Radebe said he would reserve his com-
ment on Ngubane’s claim until he had
checked with the board’s office. “I’d love to
see the letter requesting relaxation and
the letter from the board granting relax-
ation,” Radebe saxd

In a strange twist, Ngubane, 1n a recent
reply to questions posed by the Democratic
Party (DP) 1n the legislature, said Radebe
served on a seven-member panel that de-
cided to award the contract to the consor-

e

o (P4 ep 2fio|g® 1
tium. Radebe co ed this, but said he onthe panel Nxumalo dechned to confirm

-had served on the panel in his' “private
capacity” The panel was independent of
the board ]

DP MP Wessel Nel said it defied un-
derstanding that Radebe would serve on
such a panel 1n a private capacity and not
even ask why the matter was not before
the board ; v

“The more we dig into the debacle the
more shambolic 1t becomes,” Nel saad. -

Radebe said he! was approached to

. “serve on the panel by RTM Human Re-
“* sources Consultants
Its CEO 18 RT Msom, who also served

" probed

" or deny earlier this week whether Msomz

was a friend of his

Radebe said the consortram, which was
led by the Institute for Mult2-Party
Democracy, had put forward the best pro-
posal. However, whether “people mvolved
1n the consortium declared their mterest
to the government, I would not know” ,
Radebe said

He did not find anything untoward in
serving on the panel

Advertisements placed in the local me-
daa called for tenders for the development
of a “peace education curmculum?”.
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rainhow nation of SA”. C ife, housi.ng and recre-
Domestic manufacturers and ational opportunities” are cited as
WASHINGTON — The US com- foreign investors are described as “major underpinnings of KwaZu-
merce department, in a bulletin flocking to the province, drawnby lu-Natal’s competitiveness”. .
ammed at US business, is raving “two of the continent’s premmer - Deals are said to abound for US
about KwaZulu-Natal as a desti- harbours”, Durban and Richards firms offering p]an.n.iniand engi-
nation for US investment Bay; the proximity of “increasing- neering services, health-care pro-
It describes the province as ly business-friendly” Mozam- ducts, security equipment and vo-
SA’s “most globally competitive® bique, and “spatial development cational traming. o ‘g
and projects that i1ts contribution imitiatives” in the r ion, especial- Meanwhile, the state depart-
to gross domestic product — now ly the “enormously atiractive menthas released its latest annu-
157 —— will rise “dramatically” Lubombo strategic development al assessment of travel conditions

over the next decade imtative” to develop tourism in  in SA for US wisitors, which is a

Prepared by commercial offi- SA, Mozambigue and Swaziland.  less encouraging document.
cers at the US consulate in Dur- Low transport costs, ports US atizens are urged to exer-

ban, the bulletin says “the vitality pointed at Asian markets, some of cise caution near city hotels and
of Africajuxtaposed withlucrative the world’s cheapest electricity,” “public transportation centres”
trade and investment opportuni- probusiness provincial and mu- since “crimin activity, such as
ties” has made KwaZulu-Natal muﬂiﬁal government and “a superb assault and armed robbery, is par-
“the brightest performer i the qualty of life, including climate, ticularly high n these areas”,
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INAL steps were tak-
en this week to turn
Cape Town 1nto a
megacity of three milhon
people governed by one
body
This will replace the
seven local authorities
formed only two years
ago when 18 local coun-
cils were merged m a
R500-milhion  shake-up
that 1s still mcomplete
One New York-style ex-
ecutive mayor and about
40 full-time councillors
will run the show and 1its
R6-billion budget mstead of to-
day’s seven mayors, seven CEOs
and 340 councillors
The controversial smgle-tier
megacity became a certainty
when Constitutional Develop-
ment Mimister Valli Moosa on
Tuesday steered the Mumcipal
Structures Bill through the Na-
tional Assembly
The Bill outhned the final
phase of local government tran-
sition, and this phase would be-
gin when mumcipalities held
elections towards the end of
2000, said Moosa
The number of councillors 1n
the country would drop from
11 300 to 7 500 to make 1t pos-

TS

(A 4

sible to have more full-time coun-
cillors who were better-paid

“One of the enduring problems
of the transition has been the n-
ability of newly elected leaders
to assert democratic control
over local admimstrations,” he
said

“The response of many CEOs
to instructions from the council
1$ that these cannot be carned
out for ‘legal’ or ‘capacity’ rea-
sons We have moved to create a
more empowered political lead-
ership with a clear interface with
the administration via a munic-
Ipal manager

"We have created the execu-
tive mayor as an option that al-
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Mother City
to become
a mega

New York-style mayor t(o

o
srigmﬁ

lows for the emergence of’stro
and wvisionary local leadership
able to put its stamp on the new
developmental character and di-
rection of a mumcipahty ”

However, the megacity pro-
posals for Cape Town may be
challenged in the Constitutionat
Court by the Cape Metropohitan
Council, said Pierre Uys, charr-
man of the CMC’s executive com-
mittee

The National Party-controlled
council’'s legal experts were look-
Ing at the legislation and check-
Ing whether it was constitution-
al, said Uys

“If 1t 15 not, we will defimitely
challenge it "

t
g

HY -

Officials claimed "the
Bill was unconstitutional
because 1t nfringed on
the nights of mumcipali-
ties by not giving them at
least two options

One council for an area
with three million people
was wrong and democrat-
ically distanced from the
communities, sard Uys.

A megacity would cost
more to run than the pre-
sent councils because
salanes would move up-
wards as responsibilities
increased

Saleem Mowser, chair-
man of Cape Town City
Council's executive com-
mittee, said the ANC fully
supported the megacity con-
cept

They believed 1t was the night
way to go i terms of restructur-
mg local government to meet the
needs of commumties through-
out the metropolitan areas

“We have an excellent housing
policy but we don’t have the
land, and other local councils are
opposed to makmng land avail-
able for houses ”

A megacity would address fun-
damental needs of people’s
poverty, where 55 percent of
African people in the Cape lived
below the poverty datum line
and 49 percent of coloured peo-
ple were just above it

e e & it AR mam

—_—




P . Loch AnTHolITES - N. CAPE
1914 — 1999



e ——

, THE massive ‘structural economic
problems m the Northern Cape will
worsen unless the national government
takes specific steps 1O address them,
Northern Cape premier Manne Dipico
told the Senate on Wednesday.

He also said the viability of second-
tier government would be threatened 1f
provincial governments weic not given
the means to perform the functions lad®
down for them under the Constitution.

A House rule was suspended to
allow Dipico to address Senators dur-
ing their debate on a report on a Senaie
committee’s visit to the province

wa
He said economic growth rates in

the Northern Cape had consistently
been below the nattonal average and
unemployment had imcreased relent-
lessly for over 15 years

|

Fruits of liberation - -

“Our people expect 10 enjoy the fruits
of iberation resulting from the demise
of apartheid

unable to make a major change in thewr

Hves.

yet we have been

“Prospects for economic recovery
in support of the RDP are virtually nil
nnless there 15 a deliberate policy shiit

9t .

- -7

on the part of national’ gOVE
towards stimulating regional economic
development” ) .
The sustaipability of the region’s
economy, and of the province as &
politscal entity will be “seriously com-
promused” if this 15 not done.
Although the provinces Were
charged by the Constitution with a
range of functions which would help
their economc development, they

1 i i
2L31M w __
g, health;10ads, trade and police, it

were inadequately equipped to do so

If the Northern Cape was not propet=

ly empowered to carty out these func- -

tons, which mcluded education, hous-

wrll=

would not be able to fulfil 1ts constitu-
tional obligations to 1ts C1UZENs

«“This is clearly an untenable situa-
tion, one which we believe may ulti-
mately threaten the pohtical sustain-
ability of second-tier matnﬁﬁn:r: he
said.

Dipico also expressed reservations
about revenue sharing formulae for
Provinces proposed by the Fiscal and
Financial Commission, saying a moie
accurate analysis, using more conl-
prehensive and reliable data, was
needed — Sapa

i



]
|

Premuer, Lmv stigates rival

pay proper tariffs rather than.flat
rates, and the campaign 15 hearing

MANNE DIPICO, the Northern Cape i 44:* L, femt Some areas record payment
premier, must feel like the forgotten | 4 s levels as high as 96 percent

son of South African politics Hardly ‘g Y Despite being a poor cousin of the
anything that happens in his vast, | i a Eg other provinces, according to Dipico
arid province captures the attention | . ~ the Northern Cape represents a

of the rest of the country. s great opportumty for the muning and

Few have bothered to find out agricultural sectors Kimberley 1S
about his peaceful coexistence with  { famous for 1its diamonds, and the
the residents of Orama, that exclu- § - X province has exceptionally rich re-
stve homeland for Afrikaners who | N el j ! serves of manganese and 1ron oré —
dream of a white South Africa : o '~ the largest m the world It 15 estr-

mated these deposits will last anoth-
er 200 to 300 years

Dipico said “Our strength 1s 1n
mimng and agriculture, but we must
retaimn wealth by building industries
to process our raw materals ”

There 18 no university or technikon
in the province, and students who are

While the country was abuzz over
an internal ANC revolt to oust Free
Qtate Premiex Patrick Lekota, Dipi-
co was putting out a similar fire
Hardly a word was murmured

He has set up a commussion to
investigate allegations that the ANC
provinciak secretary  general,
William Steenkamp, 15 hehind a cam- forced to leave are lost to the region
paign to replace Dipico with a “They never return, because their
coloured chairman and premier chances of employment are minl-

The majority of ihuis predommant- mal We have too many old people
ly Afrikaans-speaking province’s defuse this as well, and will discuss and chuldren In Pofadder, 80 percent

residents are coloureds, and there1s  the matter with SABC group chief of the population depends on pension
a feeling that Dipico 1S not paymg executive Zwelakhe Sisulu m Kim- grantsto survive,” sald Inpico
enough attention fo this constituen-  berley on Thursday While most provincial govern-
cy He rejects this Without summoning the media to ments inherited staff and mfrastruc-

Dipico 1s well aware the media1g- record s every move, Dipico and  ture from homelands and the provin-
nores hus province because itspeople his government have started to cal adrmstrations of the former
are not continually killing each oth- deliver on election promises Witha government, the Northern Cape had
er Nor 1s there any major corruption  population of 780 000, the housmg to start from seratch The legislature
resernbling what has allegedly backlog stands at only 48 000,and the  US€S ihe offices of the Kamberley
happened 1n the Fastern Cape premier 18 confident the slate wiil be muntcipality

In fact, the only possibly antoward wiped clean within a decade So far, Dipico’s people long for a sense of
behaviour by the Northern Cape’s 1 900houses have been bnlt, and sub- belonging n South Africa and he
people 15 a looming boycott of pay- qidies for another 2 200 approved would like the rest of the country 1o
ment for television licences, because The Masakhane campaign has think of its fellow citizens in the
most residents recetve only one of been unsuccessful 1n most parts of Northern Cape He said “That 18 the
the three SABC channels the country However, Northern spirit of our new Constitution — to
But Dipico has moved quickly to  Cape residents are encouraged to build one country”
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‘National Party now has -
only three seats to ANC's'
‘eight in- Oudtshoorn- -~ |

L3

v

By Rafiq Rohan - Aoweom

i-Palitical Correspondent ok ' gJ 9 b t
-0 SOONER HAD National Party leader Mr FW de

t?Klerk confidently told a briefing at Parliament

tyesterday that quittmg the Government of

_ Wl Natronal Unity ‘was a wise decision, came the

news that the Afncan National Congress had trounced s

party 1n a by-election .-
The .ward ‘was a former NP stronghold and ﬂlETP;NC

victory vastly weakened the Nats within the Oudishoorn

—_— —rr—ar—i— —a —_ =

mumcipalty . ) B
. With Mr Johnny Jackson’s victory, the ANC‘anﬂcdn- .
trols é1ght wards compared to the NP’s three ~ - ™ -

However, De Klerk, the centre of extreme megative
publicity, after -lus performance at, the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission on Wednesday, was upbeat at .
yesterday’s briefing . .

“Quuitting the GNU was the correct thing to do” He
said the NP was now fully gﬁared to tqke,,nﬁljlts} new .
"watchidog role-“topht pressure on Governmént Wwhen it -
‘nakes mistakes and questioning what they are doing”

Constructive role ST
foe Tk b

The NP was also determined to play a role that was con- .
structive and part of the solution to the problems of South
Africa, he smd -

On the Vexmng question of crime and the rise of organ- .
sahons like People Aganst Gangsterism and Drogs
(Pagad), he said that commumties were genuinely con-
.cerned about 1ssues hike gangstensm and drug tra ficking

" De-Klerk said he understood the frustrations of the
people and that ali sectors of society must be drawn mto
the fight agamst cnme - CL .

However, civil society’s involvement must not become

““counter productive” o those who are dealing with crime

" De Klerk also criicused the lack of mnternal co-ordna-
tson within government bodies engaged m fighting crime

* He said for crime to be effectvely fought, the police
plan must’be amplemented _Police must be- sufficiently

empowered and the miliary creatively rised to, assast.<
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Kevin O'Grady

ADOPTING reconciliatory posi-
tions and attempting to allay the
fears of the white right wing had
heen central to the Northwest and
Northern Cape governments’ suc-
cess in ruling their provinces, pre-
Manne Dipico and Popo
Molefe said yesterddy. -

. Speaking m Midrand, near Jo-

hannesburg, yesterday, Northern

Cape premer Dipico said that
when his province was created af-

&

. terthe 1994 election, herealised it

was “targeted as a volkstaat, with

70% of the population being Afri-
speaking’. .

" However, since taking a “calcu-

lated rigk” by awarding the Free- |

dom Front one MEC pogition even
though it was not entitled to one,

- the party had “never again raised

theissue of avolkstaat™. . .- .
" Dipico said , “Reconciliation
was the issue, and we had to work
at it. To date we've been partners,

and good partners, and bécause of

that we've achieved stability.”

' The white right wing alsohad a
“very strong base” in Northwest
when Molefe’s government took
pver, the province’s premier gaid

b0 #5794

“cilnhﬁdyf gave us.a ghost of a
ance of governing.”
‘Now “the Afﬁﬁaans commu-

_nity has increasingly accepted the

new government”. Schools, even
n such right-wing strongholds as
Ventersdorp, had integrated with-
out problems and farmers had ac-
cepted and were contributing to
the RDP. :

Dipico and Molefe were speak-
mg as part of a three-week senes
of hriefings by ANC mnisters,
premiers and MECs on “24
months of governance: strengths,
weaknesges, opportunities and
the way forwdr

Problems the Northern Cape
government had experienced
since coming to power included
the size of the province and com-
mumication problems related to
that, the s shce — 2% — of the
natiohal budget the province re-
céives and the absence of a ter-
tiary eddcation institution consid-
ered so necessary to bmiding the
province’s human resources.

The possibility was now being
discussed of establishing a satel-
lite ¢ampus on Eskom premnses
with the involvement of Free
State, Stellenbosch, Vista and

Western Cape universities and a
number of techmkons

Molefe said his government
had taken strides 1n attracting m-
vestors to the province but greater
efforts needed to be made to offer
meentives “including export pro-
cessing zones”,

Fducation had been a focal
point of his government and this
was shown by the fact that
900 000 more children were at-
tending school this year than last
year and 243 of 500 planned new
classrooms had been bualt

A policy of emphasising the
teaching of mathematics and the
sciences, subjects . black
schoolchildren were traditionally
discouraged from studying, had
been adopted. .

He admitted his government
had been “very slow 1n terms of
housing projects”, having com-
pleted only 2000 of a planned
925 000 new homes In a province
where there was an acknowledged
190 000-house backlog

Of great concern was planned
gambling legislation which would
require it to sell its 40% share in
Sun International casino opera-
tions within two years.

\
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By Christo Volschenk
ECONOMICS EDITOR

Cape Town — The Western and
Northern Cape are likely to get less
money in real terms from the gov-
ernment in next year’s budget —
other provinces will all get more

The Financial and Fiscal Com-
musston tabled 1ts proposal in par-
hament yesterday for grants to the
nine provinces in the 1997-98 finan-
c1al year

The constitution accords the

r.r.J._

Saldru
School of Economics

comnussion the task of overseeing
the equitable dstribution of nation-
al government funds to the rune
provincial governments

Last year the commussion pre-
sented the government with a for-
mula to distribute just more than
half the funds it has in a finanaal
year between the provinces in what
it called “equtable terms”

In the current fmanacial year,
R75 bilhon wll be distributed to the
mne provinces m this way and
another R69 billion will be spent by

the national government

The commussion yesterday pro-
posed the the grants for the Westem
and Northern Cape be cut by
3,8 percent 1n real terms from this
fmancial year to the next financral
year The grants for Northern
Province and Kwazulu Natal wili
Increase 3,6 and 2,9 percent

The commussion also tabled pro-
jections for the financial years up to
2002-2003 It showed that the share
of the Western Cape, Eastern Cape,
Northern Cape and Free State

7700 Rondebaosch

would decline consistently through-
cut the period

“By the year 2002-2003 greater
equity will have been achieved
between the provinces,” the com-
mission said

Its proposal 1s based on the
assumption that the economy will
grow by 3 percent in real terms in
the current financial year

The government would budget
for another decline ;n the defiait
before borrowing m next year’s
Budget, the commussion said

“Unliversity of Caps Town

FRIDAY May 10 1994
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By JusTice MALALA :
- Provincial Carrespondent.:

;

Py the Shubane Com-
nussion of Inquiry, -
- X viuh may changs
the pohtical landscape and
demographics of the North
West' and the Northern
Cape dramatically — will
begin hearing oral submus-
sions in Kimberley tomor-
..row and is expected to
wrap up its-work at the
endof March , '

" The commission, led by
socio-political analyst
Khehta Shubane, was ap-
pointed by President Man-
dela and Provincial Affairs
and Constitutional Devel-
opment Mmster Mo-
hammed Valli Moosa last
year to resolve the long-

standing  Taung/Kuru-
. man/Kudumane border
dlspilte between 'thEHtWﬂ*

The . ANC won' the
provincial elections in the

prnvinces" It .
been in dispute since the the 30 seats in the legsla-

1994 elections, presently

fall under the North West ture, while the National

Party' garnered 13 seats

province and have a popu- X
lation of more than 700 000 Evhs ;;ifdﬂm Front took
Northern Cape also has a The NP has previously
P“l;f“lgfon of 700 GD[}.} said- that it hopes to win
3 coﬂr.llmusﬂf‘;mn rec- the Northern Cape provmn-
ommends that the three aal elections in 1999, &
areas fall under the North- “Bittmgs will take ffﬂace T
ern Cape, this would mean overtwg days. ~ 1"
a' Whlath dﬂ“?hﬁgl of “The comumission will
;Jrz‘lwﬂince voters -1 that receive oral evidence: @;m
ce ‘" groups which have alréady
thhca] parties and made written submissions
pundits say this would to the cornmission. -
lead to the ANC 1n 'the “We urge groups with
province gaining a massive an interest in thus matter,
voter. Imjection, turning a but which have not tnade
matrginal” province into a written submissions yet, to
safe one because 1its sup- do so swiftly,” Shubane
port was huge in African __said n a statement. .
communifies . Other sittings of the

commission will be in
Pampierstad, Pudumong,
Kofuman, . ‘Kudumane,
Hartswater;: Vryburg .and
Mmabatho over the next
month ' °

1] ™
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TE premier des1gnate of the East-_ #*Counc of the Provinces, provincial copt- ;14

ern Cape, Arnold Stofile, faces® trol over the leadership of the Upper i

monumental task when he takes  House 1s ensured . 39
ufﬁce next month to establish effective . bg
govemment in the pmwnce_and dgeal A waytogo A

zjrge bers of cvil servants who-- e 1l
are b yaid for doing very little Col- A CIRCULAR sent this week to,Cape

lea ue Pat:ick Cull of the Eastern  Town ratepayers showed that it has, t02,¢,
Prﬂvince ‘Herald tincovered a few exam-  large extent, been able to avoid the new iy
ples of issues he will have to deal with-  South Africa wave of firmative action: 3

(see table below) the glossy photographs of its five top .y

senior official are all male — and not one iy

| Vrystaat of them 15 Xhosa-speaking. . it

THE President of the outgoing Senate, Spe]lchECk r
Kobie Coetsee, and new senator Patrick 1

“Terror” Lekota sumply could not help PROFESSOR Mahmood Mamdam of the )
thetr provincial selves when the former ~ University of Cape'Town has writfen a

I Free State premier was sworn in this  long and interesng review of Reconcilia~, nq

| week. “Welcome to the Senate,” Coetsee  tion Through Truth- A Reckoning of .|

said at the end of the ceremony, “Now  Apartheid’s Cnminal Governance by Kader g

it’s a Free State ” Asmal, Lowse Asmal and Ronald Suresh. i1

Lekota pard tmbute to “the outgoing  Roberts in the latest issue of the South- g1
chairman, a fellow Free Stater”, saying  ern African Review of Books e Iy

| he was one of the key figuresin the But one has to wonder how well he

emergence of South Africamtoademoc-  read the book I8
racy. Although Kader Asmal’s name 18 (g

With Lekota virtually certain tobe  printed on the cover of the book, it1s )
the first chatrperson of the new Naonal  spelt “Kadar” in the review ori
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LindaEnsor

CAPE TOWN —The N orthern
Cape provincial government
had managed in its negotia-
tions with central government
to secure an additional R218m
over its mitial allocation, fi-
nance MEC Goolem Achar-
waray sald when presenting
his R2bn budget yesterday
The Democratic Party (DP)
welcomed the news of the in-
crease and said that the sue-

cess of the province was de-
pendent on adequate funding,
Acharwaray  said’ the
province had highlighted the
‘serious mmplications and con-
sequences for service delivery”
which would result if 1ts allo-
cation was not increased. It re-

ceived a basic amount of
R1,52bn which increased after

carry-through costs and social |

grantincreases to R1,97bn

In addition to the state’s m‘._-? ﬁ

location, provincial revenues

rom D2
cmw.qaumﬁwunﬂmﬂnmmuﬁ

est and hospital fees had been
budgeted for The Northern
Cape received 2,45% of the ba-
sic R80,4bn allocated to
provinces, compared with
2,30% last year Thas was 2,2%
higher than the amount rec-
ommended by the Financial
and Fiscal Commission (FFC)
Acharwaray expressed con-
cern over the FFC methodol-
ogy used in'determining the
provincial allocation, which

‘Northern Cape receives um&a&m

) HI H n"N;, 4 1H .hwl 8
m

26t (b m%

Mmmmm mainly on populs-
tion size. “At no stage whatso-
ever was cognisance taken of
the actual needs, historical
backlogs and unique situation
of this province,” he saxd.

Total estimated expendi-
ture for 1997/98 was 11.4%
higher than last year, though
6,3% lower than the revised
figure Social services had re-
ceived priority with education
(R706m), health (R325m) and
welfare (R551m) receiving

R1,58bn or 77,3% of the total
available, an mcrease of 15,7%
over last year’s allocation
The education budget rose

8,5%, welfare 32% and health
8% but the amount for trans- |
port was 13,8% lower

- An amount of R100m was
earmarked for capital spend- |
g Acharwaray said due to
previous lack of co-ordination
1t was decided to present a
multiyear  development and
capital item budget this year
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.7 were told Mr Dipico was unable to do so
as he was in Johannesburg Saturday
In an act branded as racist and 1, Argusestablished that Mr Dipico was in
reminiscent of the old South Africa,  Kimberley being interviewed on crime
the 4 300-strong San commumity of +  Thedirector general of the Northern
Schmidisdrift near Kimberley has |y Cape, Martin van Zyl, accepted the mem-
been forced to Hve in appalling . ¢:,. orandum on Mr Dipico’s behalf “
conditions in a “camp of shame”. +  More than 4 300 members of the IXu
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"%« geceptan urgent memorandum They* (RESSEESSNg FHET AT

1

P
.“l..l:”i“'l. 11?'. Ve

*'"®!1'he San leadership said Northern , and Khwe clans, originally from south- |« . 5o s o0y 33;3&,.,,;4
| Cape Premier Manne Dipico told them - ern Angela and the Caprivi Stripin | . S srerdagfrp ) e -
the Bushmen were “citizens of a lesser - Namibia, said they had been forcedto [~sprw  Pnran -

| standaxd” and that the Tswanas wonld ! endure “inhumane treatment” at the

|, “enjoy preference” overjthem in the; hands of two governments, both of which .
‘questforland, "~ ) Y
[ ' The San have been prevented by a ; es” madeduringthepast sevenyears. .

us and reneged on promis-, -

provincial government “moratorium” ¥  MrMahongosaid. “First the National-
from occupying 2 R7-million farm ; istgovernment broke their promise of ¢

bought with their own trust fund, which ~ supplying us with houses and now the; |

consists of theijro oney.and gver: 4 new democratic Government chooses to-+:
seasdunaﬁunsil{;’%%;: 7% ‘3:%, ignore us We will not stop wath our

o -

N Eanmring the farm was Mﬂe possible,; protestsuntil our voicesare heard. ;
qﬂhimhgnimm’“.— b . ) e Ll
:n}émk&anekam.’*"* " ) o mfumﬂaﬂiﬁimﬁf% e I
L[+ 7 Instead, they have had Hﬂﬂm&lpe e of belng discriminated 53;1- i Foon % we G
| to live for seven years iniﬁ, Ay against Allthe time we' [EEE S IICERINE
‘filthy, freezing conditions’y | GOVEITMEME 0 . .« | are being made to feel - S PSR Mt
| +in a tent camp where dis- P | i
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| mer Defence Force as. [repott and more

‘ have no rights in this

ease and malnutrition, Nﬂl‘lﬂ, Says amny tand.”

arerife,

1. Abuutasﬂufthe"Sﬂn’: spokmnn- I ButMrMaiiedtdenied,.f
-t ﬂl&aﬂegaﬂnnﬂlattheﬂ{u; -

were employed by the for-.
.|, and Ktwe were being dis-’
trackers in thewar in £3]° eriminated  apainst f

eated requests

!

senhments attributed to him. '« Saturday Argus visited the Bushien

The San Jeaders have accused the settlement at Schmidtsdrift and was
provincial government of abusing their shocked to witness the dismal
human rights by forcing them tolivein  conditions Many residents suffered

appalling mnﬂitiunmimd notallowing from malnntrition and lung diseases, °

them tomove . including tuberculosis, were rife among
Leader of the [Xu clan Marlo Mahongo , theyoungand old.

told Saturday Argus: “We are being’;  This was caused by crushing poverty

treated hke second-class refugees and all; ¢, and the absence of vital necessities itke

‘attempts to reach a settlement with the “' food and health services

povernment have been ignored Atthe « Onatotr it wasfound that the elderly
Jast meeting with the premier he shouted ,: and small children suffered most from
at us, accusing us of playing ping-pong malnutrition In many cases mothers
with them -, were t0o young or unabile to breastfeed
“He said because he is a4 Tswana the * their babies '
Tswanas would receive preferential , Schmidtsdrift commanding officer
treatment over us in their quest for ~ Charles Hallatt said. “Tuberculosis (TB) ¢,
Jand ” _ remains the most dreaded disease and
Mr Dipico’s alleged racial insult was  the single most deadly to the commumty *
confirmed by Robert Derenge, leaderofa  More than 10 new patients report for con-
San clan, the Khwe Headded thathis sultationsevery month. .
people had been caughtupinapower - “Every new TB patient normally has
play between central and provinclal gov-  four fo 19 direct contacts with other peo-

{1 ernment. ple There are only three nursing person-

Anpry San marched on the provincial nel who had to deal with 1084 patients in
government offices on Thursday, ‘
demanding that the premier personally Topage 8

a,
wr

}'T.
i
" .
.

1=

Hﬂaﬁmia andAngola {plCHNGs on -+ | beepuse they had foughtgh i~ -3
"7 Rep b'ﬁ T B Ml " ontheside of the previous ° B gglFor

f

-
15‘| M

+. | unwelcome and that we , e,
Yoy

X

+7 m "

+‘DANGER::SMOKIN

" CAUSES'CANCER

wa 1]

- i} &

) r“-j
REUPHY
o

i U

l-;."'l

15 mg tar 1,4 mg nicoting As per Government agreed meth

Saturday Argus for an w77 & governinentfi the boggerss ot B
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Canvas landscape: hundreds of fents dominate the San area at Schnudtsdrift.

San starve
In ‘camp

of shame’ -
(@@ @%ﬂ) ;__
'&S ellr alone Th;t

leaves little time, 1f any, for trac-
mg the remamder of the mfected
people ”

He said the infrastructure at
Schmidtsdrift had been built by
the South African National
Defence Force (SANDF) and was
maintained by 1ts personnei

“Nothing would have existed
1f 1t was not for the SANDF We
provide beyond our mandate a
medical service to all n need and
not only the 154 people presently
employed by the SANDF,” said
Major Hallatt. “We try to provide
a welfare service with one quali-
fied welfare officer and three
nursing staff to ensure broken
spirits are healed and that the
flame of hope keeps burning

“The means to do just that
becomes a question to be
answered by the politicians after
their next lunch or their next
stay in a luxurious hotel. We

pmis -
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STEVE LAWRENCE
"The San are regularly being exploited by those offering credit’
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hope they are giving 1t a
thought,” he added
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Back to basics: Manta Oelofse teaches simple anthmetic te San children in tent town




One nation' San members of the Schmidisdrift settiement demand restoration of their human nghts

'Hidden agenda’ to blame

for people’s plight - SANDF
ARG 146 /97 ‘

PAUL OLIVTER
StarF REPORTER

The horrific conditions prevalent in
the San settlement at Schmidtsdrift
near Kimberley must be placed
squarely at the door of the Northern
Cape government.

That’s according to the Defence Force
commanding officer of the settlement,
Charles Hallat, who said. “The provincial
government reeled when they saw the
magnitude of the problem.” |

The national Government, through
Land Affairs minister Derek Hanekom, 18
sympathetic to the plight of the people.
“But 1t seems as though the provincial gov-
ernment has a hidden agenda,” Major Hal-
lat said

In April the SANDF were forced to
spend more than R134 000 solely on the
medical bills for residents of the
settlement

Only 350 soldiers had to care for the
entire community of 4 300 and the SANDF
had to foot most of the bill.

On a tour of the settlement the hopeless-
ness of the situation soon becomes appar-
ent.

There is no electricity except at the main
butldings at the heart of the settlement and
the telephone system is unrehable. Tele-

PAUL OLVIER

xt

j

Cig e{ zb2d) 3
phones are co to solar paiielsandin’
avercast or ramny weather the settlement is.
cut off from the outside world. : €

Major Hallat saxd: “The San people are
regularly exploited by salesmen and those .
offering credit. Clever businessmen realise
there are communication problems and
sell them goods and services under false
pretences.”In some cases customers are
offered liquor and then signed up while in
a state of intoxication, but the law prevents
us from interfering ”

Major Hallat added that the family
structure of the San at Schmidisdrift was
slowly crumbling as teenagers became
more educated and started dominating the
household.

“The young people are exposed to differ-
ent things from their parents and the glit-
ter of Western life 1s like a magnate.
Because the San have such soft natures,,
children are seldom disciplined and left to;
learn by their mistakes This does not
work in a Western-type society,” hesaid.

Major Hallat said another worrying fac-
tor was the “alarming increase” in feenage
pregnancies. .

“The mfluence of television, a Western,
1sed lifestyle and the recklessness of youth
lackmg proper parental gmidance resulis
in more and more reports of venereal dis-
ease and teenage pregnancies,” hesaid. <

1




By PAUL OLIVIER

The 4 300-strong San commums-
ty of Schmmdisdrift near Kimber-
ley, living in appalhng conditions
1n 2 “camp of shame”, claim they
have been branded as inferior
citizens

The San leadership sad
Northern Cape Premier Manne
Dipteo had told them that the
“Bushmen” were “of a lesser
standard” and that the Tswanas
would “enjoy preference” over
them min the quest for land

They have been prevented by
a provinelal government “mora-
torium™ from occupymng a R7-

.Ill.l-!n

DipicoNyjad 1ndeed utiere

racist words which the San lead-
ers attributed to him
" The San leaders have

accused the provincial govern-
ment of abusmg their human
rights by foreing them tfo hive in
appalling conditions and not
allowing them to move

Leader of the 'Xu elan, Mario
Mahongo, told reporters “We
are bemng treated hke second-
class refugees and all atiempis
to reach a settlement with the
government have been ignored.
At the last meeting with the pre-
mier he shouted at us, accusing
us of playmmg ping-pong with

miulion farm them

bought ﬂ:_ﬂ We have suffered c “He wmmE
thewr own irus ecause he is
fund, which con- RUMAane lreatment a Tswana, the

sists of thewr Ffrom fwo governments,
own money and pofth of which have

Tswanas would
recelve prefer-

overseas dona- . ’ ential itreatment
flons marg inalised us over us in thewr
The  farm quest for land "

purchase was made possible by
Land Affairs Mister Derek
Hanekom

Instead they have had to hve
for seven years m iilthy, freezing
conditions 1n & tent camp where
disease and malnutrifion are
rife About 350 of the San were
used by the former SA Defence
Force as frackers in the war in
Namibia and Angola.

Repeated requests by our sis-
ter paper Saiurday Argus for
an mierview with Dipico to clear
up the matier was demed, even
though a reporter sat outside us
office in Kimberley for hours
Dipico’s  spokesman Steven
Majied! said the premier was
attending to “pressing maftters”
and could nof confirin whether

The San currently oecupy
land at Sehmdisdrift that both
the Tswanas and the Griquas lay
claam to

Dipieo’s alleged racial insulf
was confirmed by Robert
Derenge, leader of one of the
San clans, the Khwe %

He added that his people had
been caught up m a power play
befween central and provincial
government .

An angry group of San
marched on the provinetal gov-
ernment offices on Thursday,
demanding the preseénce of the
premier {0 accept an urgent
memorandum

They were told thai Dipico
was unable to accept the memo-
randum personally as he was 1

e

Johannesburg It was later
established that Dipico was in

Kimberley at the time, being

interviewed by two journalists
ol the 1s5ue of erime

The director-general of the
Northern Cape, Mariin van Zyl,
accepted the memorandum on
the premier’s behalf

More than 4 300 members of
the "™Xu and Khwe clans, origi-
nally from southern Angola and
the Caprivi Sirip m Namina,
said they had to endure “m-
humane treatment” at the hands

of two governments, IO NN

both of which had
“margmnalised us |}
and ‘reneged on |
promises” — made
over the pasi seven
years,

Mahongo sad.
“First the National-
15t government
broke their promse
of supplying us with
houses and now
the new democratic
government choos-
es to ignore us

“We will not stop
with our protests
uniil our voices are heard. We
are full citizens of this country
and are fired of being diserimi-
nated against All the time we
are being made {o feel unwel-
come and {hat we have no rnghts
in this land

But Majiedt demied the 'Xu
and Khwe were being discrimm-
nated agamst because they had
fought on the side of the prewi-
ous government in the border
war 10 the 70s and 80s.

He saud the “Bushmen prob-
lem was mherited from the

MANNE u_v_nﬂn “Too
busy” to rmeet San group
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apartheid governtnent”, ang that
financial constrammts prevented
his government going abead
with resetilement on a farm at
Platfontem

The Saiurday Slar this
week visited the Bushmen settle-
ment at Schmidisdmft and was
shocked to witness the dismal
conditions they were {orced to
live under Many suffer from
melnutriiion, and lung diseases
including tuberculosis, which 1s
rife among young and old. In
many cases, mothers are too

"% young or not able

{l tobreast-feed therr
babies

Scehmidtsdrift
commanding offi-
cer Charles Hallatt
said: “Tuberculo-
gis remams the
most dreaded dis-
ease and the smgle
most deadly to the
commumty More
than 10 new psa-
tients report for
consultations every
month Every new
TB patient normal-
ly has had four to
19 direct contacts with other
people

“There are only three nurs-
ing personnel who had to deal
with 1084 patients In August
last year alone. That leaves hitile
time, if any, for {racing the
remainder of the infected peo-
ple,” Hallatt said

“The infrastructure that
exists at Schmidtsdmit 18 be-
cause of the South African
National Defence Force Noihing
would have existed if 1f were not
for them,” he added.
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THE WAITING GAME: The tent camp at Schrmidisdrift where the San are totally dependent on the

SA National Defence Force while they wait for relocats

on to therr own land
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Ex-minister
tosucceed (LA

Van Niekerk Q@fw

- 1

KIMBERLEY: History was madein ,,ﬁ,, ,ﬁ ....H
the Northern Cape at the weekend |, 3
when Mr Pieter Saaiman became - o
the first coloured man to be  KIMBERLEY: In a surprise move at- E
appointed provincial leader of the
NPintheprovincer ' +° * _in the Northern Cape, Dr Kraat van mw
Saaiman takes over from Dr " Nieketk, anniguficed his mmamnm .
Kraal van Niekerk, whoannounced  ton, © ' & v
his resignation as leader at the | An emotional Van mewmaw "
party’s provincial congress :m_.m at announced his resigntation as ZN 4
Em weekend. provincial leader to shocked dele- -

The new post of amwzq leader” gates at the party’s provincial con- .

P — E———

J.«_.

' ] !

.]'-l.

went to Mr Jan Brazelle, while the  gressin Kimberley
three posts of deputy chaiwrpersons The $8-year-old Van Niekerk
went to Mr Francols van Wyk, Mrs  said he EcEn remain an NP mem-

Lemfvia van Niekerk and Mr Zanus  ber. _
Immelman He would also stay on in the

Saarman, a physical education  Northern Cape legislature for a lim-
teacher, entered politics in 1989  ited period “but not for longer than
when he was elected to Parliament  the end of the year”.

as a candidate for the United

Democratic Party.
When the party disbanded in

“The resignation of (FW) De
Klerk as leader of the National
Party and the election of Mr
May 1991, he joined the NP and  Marthinus van Schalkwyk (as NP
became Local Government, Hous-  leader) has started 4 new era for the
ing and Agniculture Minister in the  party,” he said

old House of Representatives in Van Niekerk recently stood

1992, The following year he became  against Van Schalkwyk in the elec-

Education and Housing Minister tion battle for a new national
In the 1994 elections he wasre-  leader for the party.

elected to Parliament and was the Van Schalkwyk won by taking

party’s chief spokesman on Water 75 of the 105 votes.

Affairs and Forestry “The results showed the way
He was appointed as a member  forward for the party,” Van Niekerk

of the Northern Cape Legislaturein  said

April last year and became the “The three candidates from the

MEC for Public Works when the  old dispensation only received a

NP was involved in the provincial  handful of votes, while a young,

government of unity. — Own Cor-  new generation MP received over-

respondent whelming support.”
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RESIGNED: Kraai van Niekerk

Offering his full support to the
new leader, Van Niekerk said he
associated himself fully with the
sentiments expressed by De Klerk
on his resignation

“There is an urgent need for the
reshuffling of the political arena in
South Africa and also in the North-
ein Cape

“Renewing and rejuvenating
the National Party is essential.”

Van Niekerk said he wanted to
make room for new blood in the
leadership of the Northern Cape.

He said that he was not bitter
about his resignation.

He considered it in the best
interests of the party and the
province — both of which he car-
ried very close to his heart, he saxd

“In the political arena [ will

"

0Ng shocks

8:%@%8

:. nammmzm to strive to increase the

. .““.q.. _ _ h_____.

A power base of the National Party so
iathat 1t can defeat the ANC in
,w i 1999."

ﬁw He watned, however, that the

party faced a great challenge in the

. “To change the name alone

+ won't help — that is chameleon

“The same gogga with a new
name or colour will not work in
politics.

“The fact that several organised
interest groups have amdm_aﬁmn
like forums and ratepayers’ associa-
tions, means that the public is not
satisfied with the National Party or
any other political party.”

He added that one of the chal-
lenges currently facing the E:.Q
was Mr Roelf Meyer!s B&mummob

“We haven't mm
against Meyer. The m_.. wﬂh
the party in the Northern Cape
regarding Meyer and Mr (Bantu)
Holomusa is that we would rather
work together against the ANC
than fight one another.

“Where the National Party
stands in terms of the Meyes-
Holomusa issue will be determined
by the movement'’s ﬁcmﬁca with
regard to the ANC.

“At the moment, all H&nmmonm
— especially from mcﬁﬁmm — are
that the movement is moving clos-
er to the ANC than the NP,” Van
Niekerk said. '

——
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workers on ? e .

CONTINUED nonpayment of munic-
1pal services was one of the mam fac-
tors which had rendered the Warren-
ton Town Council, near Kimberley 1n
the Northern Cape, unable to ay its
employees on time, town cler Nico
Coetzee saxd yesterday.

He conceded that council employees
had increasmgly been recewving ther
salaries later than the normal 95th of
every month and confirmed that they
had not yet been paxd for October.
However, he said they would receive
their pay today

Coetzee sard “very low” levels of mu-
nicipal payments combined with in-
creasing operating costs had squeeze
the municipality’s ability to pay
workers on time, because the cot, ol
was aften forced to wait uni;] payn.ents
had reached a certam level | sore 1t
could pay 1ts workforce.

He.was responding to calls by the
tradlzlnnally white Independent Mu-

wide to embark on a “no pay, no wofik”
action if the local authorihies which
employed them failed to pay themr
wages and salanes timeously, = 2.
Imatu general-se cretary Klasie
Claassens cited Warrenton as one, of
“quite a few” local authorities which
had been struggling recently to meet
their monthly salaries bilis, He saxd'he
could not name the other affected mu.
nmicipabties as this could prejudace
“sensitive” negotiations between the
local authorities and the union.
Claassens warned that union aCtion
would cause “widespread chaos: this
festive season” if councils continuéd to
“renege on their contractual obliga-
tions towards their employees”, .-
He sard local authorities should get

their “financial houses in order” and

take action aganst “councillors ndmg
on the gravy train”. Employees were
expected to continue working, despite
not being paid their salaries, while
councillors received substantial ‘al.

Business Day Reporter

INDIA would stage 1ts biggest Made in
India exhubition m SA in February, In-
dia’s consul-general in Johannesburg,
Skand Ranjan Tayal, said yesterday
The ghow , runming from February
11 to 14, wall be organised by the Con-
federation of Indian Industry, whach

meipgl and Allied Trade Union (Imatu) lowances, he said. o
\ ‘ : ‘g o . "
'‘Record Made in Indiz exhibition coming to SA

represents 3 500 firms wath a total cap-
ital investment of more than R300hn.
It has 23 offices in India and 12 éver-
seas, including one 1n Johannesburg,

Tayal said the value of trade be-
tween SA and India had increaged
from R258m 1n 1993 to more than R2bn
last year, and 1t was now set to reach
“new heights”
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THE Northern Cape tabled a balanced
budget of R2,136bn yesterday which
mereased social spending to 81% of the
province’s total expenditure for
1998/99 and provided R116,3m for cap-
1tal projects . ¢

Finance and economic affairs MEC
Goolam Akharwaray said the division
of revenue between provincial depart-
ments was “difficult and intricate” be-
cause “almost every sphere of activity
(was) disadvantaged”

Incoming  revenue
comprised R2,064bn
from the national rev-
enue fund and R72,8m
‘raised by the province

The mam sources of
provinclal revenue were
a projected R35,6m from
vehicle hicences, R10min
mterest on imvestments

MEC tells of “difficult and
intricate’ ﬂggi‘on of revenue

an 8% mcrease Welfare and health al-
locations made up 26% and 16% of total
expenditure respectively

Transport was given R128,9m, an
8,5% decrease on last year, while local I
government and housing were allocat-
ed R46,47m, a 39,8% decrease com-
pared with 1997/98 This was because
all transfér payments-to-local author-
ities would be paid direcily by national
government rather than via provinces

Agriculture, economic affars and
tourism, public works, nature conser-
vation and other services
were collectively allocat-
ed R133,58m, or 11% of
the budget Reductions
1n these areas were un-
avordable given the I
pressing need to provide
social services, Akhar-

waray said
The National Party
(NP) and the Democratic

and R3,5m from gam-
bling licences and the horseracing -
dustry Funds generated from hospital
fees were expected to Increase to
R9,8m because of improvements in pa-
tient billing systems

Akharwaray said education, wel-
fare and health were allocated
R1,728bn, an mcrease of 4% compared
with the previous year

Education was allocated R811,8m
or 38% of the budget, representing a
15,1% ncrease on last year Welfare
was given R566,lm, which was 2,7%
more than the previous year, while
R350,68m was available for health —

Party (DP) 1 the |
province were concerned about the fi-
nancial and fistal commission formula |
used to determine the province's shee
of national revenue, which was “far too
small”, DP leader and legislature
speaker Ethne Papenfus and NP j
deputy leader Jan Brazelle said the
commussion focused too heavily on pop-
ulation numbers, failing to rgcognise
that service delivery was moge, expen- |
sive where populations weresmall but
scattered They welcomed the mcrease
in social spending, but warned that re-
ductions 1m transport spending could
have “dire consequences”
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Efficiency of provincial gove Ej@% is questioned |’
, S (32 ) (2L3R) (wek® @m— E%%&m !
Earouk Chothia The figures were contained in a recent “necessary” bills — guch as thoge rela d existed “side-by-side” with former home- However, the DP believed that ﬁumqm 2
.., written reply Constitutional Develop- to finances, tendering and gambling land government legislation, Burrows 1nces could pass legislation mumpmgﬁm LU ak y o
THE Mpumalanga and Northern Cape ment Mimister Vallh Moosa gave to ques- One would have expected more legis- said its mplementation S mﬂw a5 maﬂ :
legislatures passed only three biils each tions posed by Democratic Party (DP) lation to be passed, particularly mn a With provincial governments I office whatlegislation was even 2 y passed a T
last year while sitting for 33 and 36 days leaderTonyLeonin Parliament province such as KwaZulu-Natal as 1t was for four years one would have expected nationallevel, Burrowssai o1 devel ;
respectively, raising questions about the The Eastern Cape legislature sat for controlled by a party promoting federal- consohdated legislation fo have emerged Parhamentary Sﬁmﬁgﬁﬂu eve mﬁ- T
efficiency of provincial governments the highest number of days (60) and 18m, Burrows said by now in areas such as local government, —ment portfolio MuEEpw ﬁ%m m mﬂEMMM :m 5
The Western Cape legisiature passed passed nme bills instead, there was mummal progress heaith and agriculture “ nus Carrun sai w ﬂuw mm deMmm uﬁ b

the most bills — 13 1 55 days — followed The Free State and Northern Province 1n even repeahng legislation inhented This had not even Wm%ﬁmumm n Kwa- reflect the “sum to of work done by |
ww KwaZulu-Natal, North West and legislatures passed seven bills each, after from the apartheid era Zulu-Natal, Burrows sal provincial MPs 1 the portfola &
auteng They passed 11 bills each The sitting for 32 and 22 days respectively One problem was a lack of skilled staff Be said that, 1n some 1nstances, pro- They were also mnﬁdm__b e H__W w« 0 W
Gauteng legislature sat for 34 days, while DP KwaZulu-Natal leader Roger Bur- to draft legislation vinces were waiting for national legisla- commtiees n.“m, mmmﬁ legis mﬁﬁmmmwr e m__m. (3
the KwaZulu-Natal and the North West rows said the figures suggested that In many provinces ordinances of the tion to be passed so that their legaslation  tional Council o ?uﬁunmmu and they also {#
lemslatures sat for 22 days each provinces were generally passing only former provincial admumstrations still wascompafiblewithit did constituency wor ﬁw




irst election volleys expected in t

e

Ab9 A

Some of the first shots 1n the
battle for the Northern Cape, the
sparsely-occupied province which
covers a third of Scuth Africa, are
expected 1 the National Council
of Provinces today.

The National Party hopes to
mprove its showing in the manly
Afrikaans speaking province, where
the 1994 election results earned 1t a
substantial share 1n the provincial
cabimet before the NP left the govern-
ments of national unity and provin-
c1al unity 1m 1996

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

The Democratic Party, whose sole

member of the provincial legislature
1s 1ts Speaker, suffered a reverse
when a number of 1ts Namagqualand
members defected to the NP

Scheduled for discussion in the
NCOP today 1s a report'on a visit to
the province by the multi-party select
committee on liaison with provinces

The four-day visit focused on
nter-governmental relations and serx-
vice delivery, likely to be key 15511e on
which the African National Congress
will campaign to consolidate its tenu-
ous hold on power 1n the province
The committee’s report said 1t was
“deeply 1mpressed” by the spirit of
goodwill with which the province
approached the challenges of social
fransformation

“While mindful of the problems
facing the province, particilarly the
dire lack of resources, the committee
noted with happiness the tenacious
‘efforts of various sectors of the com-

\chm.m“%w 1ng R the report 1t 1s
clear these efforts would have to be
tenacious 1n the province, whose
open and under-resourced spaces are
home to the country’s lowest popula-
f1on density

Local government 1s 1n dire
straits Twenty-nine municipalifies
are not economacally viable, and debt
collection 1s erratic and irregular
Current sources of revenue for local
government, including levies and
agency monies, are not enough
The report said that local govern-
ment depended on money from the
provinclal government to stay afloat,

.whach created tension and dependen-

cy There were also serious capacity
problems

“Most councillors are imexperi-
enced, poorly trained and do not
understand local government proce-
dures They tend to act 1n ways which
undermme good governance.”

Fimancial management skills were
sorely lacking and there were contin-
ual cash flow problems Local govern-
ment transformation was con-
stramed by outmoded ordinances and
regulations

The committee recomimended a
wide range of measures to improve
service delivery, including better co-
ordimation between provincial, local
and district government, and acceler-
ated traang programines

H Also on the agenda for today’s
NCOP sitting 1s the election of a new
permanent Deputy Chairperson to
replace Bulelani Ngcuka, recently
appomted the first national director
of public prosecutions Expected to be

¥

mumnity to 1mprove the guality of peo-
‘ple’s lives ™ . -

_m,_ms_ face: Eﬁnﬁ.mxam._%z@_‘me_amm Naledi Pandor after she was sworn in to the NCOP.as anANC delegate:from the Western Cape
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Umtata printers
paid togdo nothm'%

RS
Linda Ensor 2]\ ”JQ q9

CAPE TOWN — About 230 employees at
the government printing works in Umtata
are bemng paid R15,5m annually to do
practically nothing - T
Home affairs director-general Albert
Mokoena told Parliament’s pubhc ac-
counts standing committee yesterday
that the unprofitable plant could not be
closed down because of the moratorium
on retrenchments in the public sector.
Retrenchment would be mare expensive
than paying the workers to de nothing
Where there were too many people to
do one function, frustration sometimes
led to alcohol abuse, extended sick leave
and bouts of absenteeism, he said. From
January to Nuvelinber 1997, sick leave to-
talled 3 663 days, or 24 days per worker.
Committee chairman Ken Andrew said
the works were jpanaged “appallingly”.
Salaries represented 71% of expenditure
and some orders which should take three
months to execute tpok about a year
Deputy directortgeneral lvan Lambi-
non sard many of ithe employees had
irregularly been given higher salaries and
rankings which they had had to forfeit fol-
lowing the findings of the White comms-
sion into wregular promotions. Lower
salaries would take effect from March 1
and ways were bemng mvestigated to
recover the excesses paid
Mokoena said a tender had gone out
tor a feasibility study on how to convert
the works into a profitable enterprise.
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No signs of North West threat to cross-provincial bordet”

Wyndham Hartley

KIMBERLEY — Despite concern about vio-
lent disruptions to the election in the North-
ern Cape by disgruntled residents of the
North h?iest, the Independent Electoral Com-
mssigh (IEC) mounted a highly successful
pollyesterdayn the vast province
Police at the towns of Hartswater and Jan
Kempdorp said that they were aware of
threats from residents of Taung and
Pampierstad m the North West that they
would vote in the Northern Cape
At a Hartswater station, pohce said their
biggest problem had been to redirect four
elderly men o the correct siation

There was a low-key security presence i
key areas, with police and the SA Naiional
Defence Force patrolhng voting stations and
main roads

Provincial electoral officer Gugu Mat-
laopane saxd there had been no reports of
security breaches or violent incidents at any
polling stations in the province

She said that by 10am the IEC had con-
tirmed that 82% of all the voting stations
were functioning The fact that there were
many mobile stations abroad meant that 1t
was impossible for stations to be open 100%
of the time

Matlaopane said she was satisfied that all
stations were functiomng within an hour or

2D B]E\qc_i_

two of the scheduled start Stations 1 150-
lated rural areas of the province had queues
waitmg for them when they opened on
schedule at 7am

Matlaopane said there had been no prob-
lems with election material

However, the high percentage of ihterate
voters n the province slowed down the elec-
tion process as presiding officers had to help
them There was also reports of slow scan-
ning of bar codes

Premmer Manne Dipico, who arnved late
to vote m the Galashewe township, chose
not to exercise his prerogative to head to the
front of the queue, and joined the long queue
to wait his turn

(2w3R) -
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Bakkies and buses @
ferry voters mn i

- "%
Northern Cape k.
Wyndham Hartley iﬂ:@
KIMBERLEY — The Northern Cape 7
wakes up early Voters were queu- i
mg mn the dark for what was for 3
many only the second timeun their i‘:{

lives that they had cast a vote

In the enclave formed by the
curve of the Vaal and Harts Rivers
farm workers stood patiently n
knes for hours. Punctuating the
queues were the farmers

There was a sigmificant but low-
key security presence m the
provincial capital, with 5A Defence
Force troop carrters patrolling
main roads and police vehicles
cruising the areas surrounding tlgse
voting stations ‘

At a station in Hartswater, north
of Kimberley, a police officer sad
everything was runmng smoothly r

* “If they carry on like this all !
2 800 voters will have cast ther,
ballots by lunch time,” he said
“But sadly this does not mean that
wecanpackupandgohome™ - I

In many places the party's elec- -
tion machines were m full swing
once the sun came out The African
National Congress orgamsed buses
to shuttle between townships and
votmg stations Farmers with
bakkies were also transporting vot-  °
erstothepolls. . 7.

Kimberley stood up and took
notice when a helicopter carrying
De Beets chairman Nicky Oppen- -
heimer arrived before Junch time.

Oppenheimer and his wife had
just flown from London to SA and
then took a helicopter from Johan-
nesburg to Kimberley Itis believed
Oppenhemmer bought residential
property m the diamond town
specifically so that he could return
to vote n the district

The Independent Electoral
Commusston said that there were
long queues in the town’s polling
stations, particularly mn the town-
ship of Galeshewe. -

All appeared to be peaceful and
cheerful, with the only rumblings
coming from voters made to wait
by the arrival of special voters,
who were taken to the front of the
queue. The ordinary woters said’
special voters should have voted

on days allocated for the earher)
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Thandi Mahlangu

1le most party leaders .
were ushered to the front
of long lines of voters on
Wednesday, Northern Cape Premier
Manne Dipico steadfastly refused to
jump the queue, waiting in line for
seven hours before he finally cast his
baliot ]

“T can’t go to the front — I must
wait like everyone else,” Dipico told
the Mail & Guardian at about 10am
He stuck to his word, only making
his mark (for the African National
Congress, naturally) at about 4pm

Dressed 1n a trendy black leather
jacket, he spent much of the day at
the polling station at Mankurwane
Primary School, which he once
attended, with has cellphone clutched
to s ear

His stubbornness upset the ANC’s

+«

-

g~ ¢ ..——.—*
m+Cr fﬂo b

election-Gay programine, sald party
media officer Mafu Davids, Other
candidates who had voted earher had
to be deployed to cover for Dipico,!
who had been due to appear at vari-
ous votmg stations 11 the Ewmimw
area throughoubthe day ™ 4o
~ “He wanted to waat hike mﬁ@g%

1n the same way as everybody;” said °
Davids, a little tiredly, on Wednesday
night Davids, Dipico’s bodyguard
and a few other comrades waited out
the day with him s

“As a leaderfyou must do every-
thing the people are doing You can-
not be a leader 1if you are not pre-
pared to experience what other peo-
ple experience,” Davids said.

Many of Dipico’s co-voters were _
appreciative of his effort ’ L

-
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- *[ think it’s very nice for the pre*, her, right up to the front and voted

mier to stand 1n the queue with us

said Bortumelo Selao, who was mﬁbm\

._”:m n__,_
F& ,:z

ap
dﬁ_.? g .us__n..
.ﬁ.-..-__. .H:.ﬂ..l...

m:m

._“uwi T..l.

g a few people .umww...n .&m premier -
. 1n the lifie, “It’s to show that ke lives
- with the people mn | the Ecmﬁuuwﬁm;m
. feel very proud to have the E.m&mm:f
 standing 1n the queue with us Rk
But not everyone who'voted with .w
S "Dipico agreed. Pensioner Adihwang ,u.
Wilham Segami, who poured the pre-
.>mier a cup of tea from his old yellow
flask, complained: “I'm very cross
This man should be’standing at the
front He's our Hmm._mmﬁ mrmvﬁgm as he - -u—.—ﬂu.ﬁﬂ_ub-v_._ .—.—.-h,-_-_u_. MAHLANGU
is, he'’s our father” ™~ g o
Dipico may have beeh me,H.ma TR
into his long wait by the memory of the young of today lacked respect
his mother complaining to the While Dipico kept journalists
medaia after the local government waiting impatiently, 1n Prieska New
¥ alections 1n 1996 about his queue- National Party leader in the North-
hopping. While she had waited pa- ern Cape Pieter Willem Saaiman
= tiently in line, her son had gone past  did the opposite, waiting for jour-
nalists to arrive before making his
mark
He said he cast his ballot at about

+.u

l..-ﬂl:.n

'+ She was later quoted in the Dia-
qnna& mﬁﬁmhacﬁmmw as sayIng that

fm - Ili.“ﬂmlﬂ..._r “t.ru.m.@._.. -
£ - L d

1 ]
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Jﬁ_uu:mz_" E._m::m... Manne Dipico queued for seven _EE.L fotees

]
%
.-n__.

0 30am, after a TV crew arrived 1ina
helicopter He had wwmﬁmzm_% mwmma
for Die Volksblad, 1n a mock shot of
him voting

“I'm very happy— our support-
ers turned out well,” he said on
Wednesday night “Luckily 1t wasn’t
the summer and the heat wasn’t too
bad.”
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Wyndham Hartley » ﬁ
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CAPE. ‘TOWN — Northern Cape premier ,
‘Manne’ Dipico has enlarged his- provin-
cial e€xecutive by three and promoted
| maimnly coloured members to the posts
This seems to be amed at consol-;

support in the coloured’ community as
the ANC's Viétory came from attracting,
substantlaif‘numb rg,of coloured voters
,away from eppesa eg parties

2 Two formef mem‘here ef the execu-
‘tive ‘council Ee;ze*t})ef‘ﬁNCM> Faith Mdt—
laepane and Eunlceﬁhemene have lost
their vplaeeeﬁ- gnd {eefﬁenl Front MEC
Jehen?Henmn T'lee alsa been, replaced

R

I addifi 1en=:= e three pestsgthat becaine

ﬂh:}t; [-H- i‘

il P2

‘ DlplCO SIEW cabmet Causes ”ﬁcontroversy

. the’ gew{ernmeqt of prevleelal umty have

. idating the African National Cengress“"”‘aturrfs for the ANC 1n the social services

' redundantgaftex t eaNetlenal gParty eft
,.fd

o (oBh)

l*q'*-d"i.E |

r

been reaetwate \ {,ﬂ

, New’ memb,ers of Dipico’s team In-
elude Jomo "Bonokwane (eeenemles
and tourism), Dipuo Peters (health) and
Fred Wyngaqf t (safety and laison)
Peggy Helland r, a former NP MEC, re-

and populatioh development portfolio
A Deme?x,atlc Party member of the
leglslatlve §1s‘§embly, Chns Liebenberg,
said it was ¢léar from the appointments
that Dlplee,,;.vas trying to consolidate
the gains-he: had made among coloured
voters He expressed concern that n a
province which had the worst record of
all mine for prcieessmg provincial legis-
lation the Northern Cape now had te
pay for an extra three MECs
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By ._mi_._._w mmmu e , Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi made the ‘been cited as th®main reason for tFe removal of  pupils learn and teachers teach”
re u announcement in Ulund: yesterday Ngubane and Mkhize ) Buthelezt rejected speculaton  that
WAZULU-NATAL Premier Ben Ngubane Ngubane’s removal is the latest mn a cam- Both Bathelezi and Ngubane said while Ngubane’s removal was linked to the gambling
) thas been-fired and will be replaced by paign the IFP has conducted against leaders they recognised that the provincial leaders tried  licence 1ssue -7
] the Inkatha Freedom Party’s no-non- who do not to follow 1ts policies | their utmost to make the province’s education - “The removal from office of Ngubane 1s
- W -WAsense disciplinanian Arts, Science and Ngubane is the second IFP premier to be . system a success, it became clear that “this  objectively immaterial and wrrelevant 1 respect
"~ iechnology Minister Mr Lionrel Mitshals. removed since 1994 - year’s matrnic results have shown that even their  of the stages of the casino licences,” he said
- The axing.of Ngubane comes amud claims Dr Frank Mdlalose was fired in 1997. --best (efforts), were. objectively not good The party still has to decide.on Ngubane’s §
that the IEP provincial leadership was unhappy - Ina statement Buthelez: described the axing - enough” u. ) i future deployment Buthelezi said Ngubane was _
with his handling of gambling licence applica- of Ngubane as an attempt by the party to correct Buthelezi sard “The present status 1s partic-  “willmg to be deployed to wherever the party
tions -~ - ﬂ ] - KwaZulu-Natal’s poor matric results - - ~ularly regretful n the light of the fact that Justa  sends him” :
- Ngubane’s removal has sent shockwaves +Also fired yesterday was ANC deputy few years ago the erstwhile KwaZulu govern- Reactingto Ngubane’s departure yesterday, 4
through the province .. charrman and education MEC Dr Zweli ment prded itself with the highest matric pass ANC spokesman Mr Dunusant Makhaye said m
The African National Congress provincial Mkhize ) - rate in the country” - tRes L . _ The ANC has been expecting this for quite w
leadership has described his sacking as “apurge . Buthelezi said Mkhize would be replaced by He said both Mtshah and KaNkos1-Shandu -some time because Ngubane has been refusing ”
* to please the extreme rightwing in the IFP” Mrs E kaNkosi-Shandu e - - wwould provetobe a good teami'that will “ensure  to dance to the tune of extreme EmrgmmMrﬁwwawm+ ;
- IFP: president and Home- Affairs Minister - " Hﬁ_amc_:.ﬁqﬁmﬁm poor matric-fesults have  that schools once again wmnnﬁmfﬁm place where ~ ‘within the Hmﬁ N ) o3 A = nw.w, ;
T i - Er- R T : i ST R I
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Arts and Culture Minister Lionel Mtshali may leave cabinet to lead province

Farouk Chothia

DURBAN = A shakeup m the Inkatha
Freedom Party (IFP) has led to the sack-
g of KwaZulu-Natal premier Ben
Ngubane and education MEC Vincent Zu-
lu amid speculation that Ngubane will re-
turn to central government and Zuluto a
diplomatic post

IFP sources saxd Arts and Culture Min-
ster Lionel Mtshali would be nstalled as
premier at a sitting of the provincial leg-
islature on Thursday Ngubane would
take over Mishal's national portfoho,
which he held before becommg KwaZulu-
Natal finance MEC and later premier

Sources said the African National
Congress’s (ANC's) top brass was dissat-
isfied with Mtshali who, apart from a pub-
lic spat with his director-general Roger
Jardine, was involved in a row with the US
government [FP leader Mangosuthu
Buthelez: was apparently not happy with
Ngubane’s performance after a dispute
concerning casinos

An IFP source saxd Mtshali once ac-
cused Ngubane of wanting to hand over
the “economy of the province” to the ANC

through the 1ssuing of casino hcences

Durban Another source said the position
of KwaZulu-Natal finance MEC Peter
Maller, under whose control gambling fell,
was also uncertain Semor IFP officials al-
legedly undermined him by ordering
Buthelezr’s special adwiser, hlaro Q.lm-
brosmi, party treasurer-general Arthur
Komgkramer and provincial MP John
Aulsebrook to draft new gambling legis-
lation Miller opposed this and it was un-
likely that he would be willing to pilot the
new legislation through the legislature.

The IFP went ahead with drafting the
legislation after legal experts indicated
that exasting legislation was n conflict
with national legislation as it gave the
provincial cabinet — not the gambhing
board — the power toissue hcences

One source said the issuing of hcences
would start from scratch.

The new board could have 20 mem-
bers, nciuding five public servants. The
strategy seemed to be to pack the board
with IFP sympathisers, who would then
push for a Durban hcence to be given to
Bntish casimo magnate John Aspmall —
said to be a close friend of Buthelezr's

It was previously reported that the
board had recommended a consortium in

X

which Johnme, led by former ANC secre-
tary-general Cyril Ramaphosa, should be
awarded a licence

The provincial ANC expressed shock
that Ngubane, Iike s predecessor Frank
Mdlalose, was allegedly sacked for refus-
ing to be part of “shady casmo deals”.

The Democratic Party said the Heath
urut should be called in to mvestigate, as
there were claims the Gambling Associ-
ation of SA had given the IFP R100 060 for
its 1996 election campaign m exchange
for “legislative favours”

In a jomnt statement, Buthelezs and
Ngubane dismissed as “preposterous”
suggestions that Ngubane's removal was
inked to the gambhng issue They said
Ngubane would resolve the licence prob-
lem before leaving the province.

_ IFP sources said Ngubane was hkely to
be replaced as party chairman by Mtshali.
7ulu would be replaced by national dep-
uty pubhic works mumster Eileen kaNkosi-
Shandu It was unclear who would replace
her in the National Assembly Sources
said Buthelezi had negotiated an ambas-
sadorship for Zulun the Middle East

Appointment could backfire: Page 2
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Fall guy Ngubane

ignored

By Malcolm Ray

e oustng of the
Inkatha Freedom
Party's KwaZulu-
Natal premier Dr Ben
Ngubane 15 pohitically conspic-
wous and fraught with foul play,
His departute comes in the crus
cible of elechioit politics and””
follows a host of leadersiip
purges smce 1994
The pattern is peculiar, In |
1995 the then general se:relary.
Dr Ziba leane! was kicked out
of his post  *VTET MR Ve,
This was soon followed by
the unceremonious removal of
former premier Dr Frank
Mdlalose in 1997 and Comec-
nonal Services Mimster Sipo ¢
Mzimela i 1998 from thewr
respective portfolios
Officially, the IFP insists the
Iatest removal of Ngubane, less
than two years after us prede-
cessor was a consequence of
dismal matac results m the
province ~ a responsibibity of
provincial education MEC Vin-
cent Zulu
Another reason cited for his
removal 1s hus opposition O
casino deals tn the prevince by
members of his party
Two guestions anse 15 the
performance of 2 pmvmclal
MEC grounds to get nd of a pre-’
muer? And why was Ngubane’s
alleped opposition to crony cap-
stalism i the proviice and pnn-_
cipled support of legrtimate ten
ders for dasino deals seen as
subversive?

Both reasons obscure @  py; Ben Ngubane's replacement as KwaZulu-Natal premlar follows a host of
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radition

more veriable realty Polii- | Latha Freedom Party leadership changes since 1934

cally the picture 1s of a party in
profound disarray

Leaderstup tussles and nfighiing
over the fast three years lyprfy a rud-
derless movement

Less tangible but more enduring 1s a
dilemma the IFP must shed its legacy
of patronage,politics and modernise’
without fosing us traditional and pre-
domnantly rural support base

At stake 15 a cnisis of role and den-
tity facing the party Whereas 1ts mete-
onc nise dunmng the 1980s under the
canopy of Zulu rationabism hat
momsed with a predomnantly rural
constituency and traditional leadership,
a complex set of social and economic
dynamics introduced new difficulties
in the mid-1990s

Economic grow th, job creabon and
rural development in the province are
presstng pnoniies which the party has
not adequately addressed

Unemployment rate

It is estimated that the unemployment

rate in the provinge is roughly 40 per-
cent Very hitle headway has been
made to attract investment

And the provincial government has
not kept pace with a rapid urbantsation
process which has seen a proliferation
of pert-urban squalor

It 15 not unreasonable to argue that
the patronage of the IFP’s rural con-
stituency will increasingly be driven
less by nationalism than a desire for
socio-economic delivery

In the public eye, provincial gov-
ernment 15 responsible for thus state of
affairs

Thus the IFP's sheer relevance as a
pohtical force n the province means
abandoning 1ts tradittonal brand of pol
sties 1 Favour of delivertng develop-
ment a process thal in turn requires
shufting 11s objectives towards partici-
pation i policy-makng and imple

mentation in short the party edher
modernises or rishs [0simg support
11 15 tn tbus context that Ngubane s

fate was sealed Sources m the IFP say
he 15 well aware of the tasks at hand
Described as a "mnderate technocrat
and progressive”, he 15 rumoured (o
have been a drving force for growih
and development 1n the province

His diplomacy 1n the last year found
Favour with opposihoni parhes And
business threw tts weight belind his
commitment lo uban growth and
industnal development

His approach to inner party democ-
racy and open debate was at odds with
the “aviocratic and loyalist style of teadi-
tional leaderstp that has been a hall-
mark of the IFP according to-one source

Others nvolved in the provincial
peace imuiatives point to his “indepen-
dent stand™ 1n the party
*  He has taken a more reconcilialory
position than other leaders, pushing for
less concesstons for the 1FP 1 order to
speed up the implementation of the
accords said one

Some poliucal commentators point

to the rise of a “modernising wing” 1
the party - ncluding Ngubane,
Mdlalose, Jiyane and Musa Myem -
after 1994

They emphasise the need to meet
basic needs a ppsition that confirms
rather than resolves the parly’s dilemma.

Schooled 1n a cullure of authontan-
anusm and prescoptive foyalty, the 1FP
leadershup now has to engage with a con-
stituency dependent on delivery

In wirtwally all his interventions,
Ngubane 1s believed to have pushed the
boundanes of dissent in the upper ech-
efons of the leadership

Analyst David Hemson comments
“Placing mnovative policy frameworks
and development above patronage polit-
ieally pushed to the fore urbane tech-
niocrats capable of dehivening services

“They saw the need for new shalls,
attitudes and forms of iteraction with

the party’s constituency and the siate,”
Howcsver itheir potential 1~ Juence
on the party leadership was seen as a

threat to Zutw tradition and the identity
of the party

As Hemson succincily explains
“The rationale for the [FP s existence 15
the patronage of Zulu people of is
nationalist tradiion  For the tradittonal
leaderstup, the technocracts therefore
represent a very real threat™

More general 1s the danger that
threatened to submerge the identity of
the party under a grand reconstruction
effort led by the African Nationat Con
gress

The wony 15 that the purely techmeal
solutions favoured by Ngubane and
-others would iewntably depolitcise the
tdentity of the party and dilute its specif-
really provincial and ethnic profile

Political identity

Opposition by IFP leader Mangosothu
Buthelezy was glanngly evident last
year when Mzimela mooted a merger
with the ANC It was a move which
cost Mzimeln dearly

Hemson explams that support of 2
merger would necessanly  have
entaled the adoption of a “singulansed
poliical tdentity which the tradironal
leadershup feared™

It comes as no surpnse  that
Ngubane’s replacement by former Atts,
Culture, Science and Technology Min-
ister Lionel Mishali was swaft

Mishal 1s considered to be a strong
traditionalist and unwaverning supporter
of Buthelezs No doubl his appoint-
ment 15 dehiberate

in the run vp to the elections he 1s
hkely to imsert an election programme
with which the IFP succeeded histor-
cally 1n mobilising a potent social and
politcal movement around ethnic
chauvimism

It 15 into tkus political blind spol that
the IFP will march this time reund

However, sooner or later the absence

of a popular tendency in s ranks capable
of modermising the party wall guwantee
more purges lensions and splis

[
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ESPITE the reasonably fair amount of
political power and constitutional
authority vested i the position of provin-
cial premuer, 1t has become clear that
thew positions and time 1n office are 1ncreasingly
subject to the whims of theur party bosses

This has been demonstrated by Afiican
National Congress premeers

It could be argued that, in the two occasions of
Inkatha Freedom Party premiers Dr Frank
Mdlaiose and Dr Ben N gubane, the machmations
of party bosses were central to therr eventyal
departure

This 1s not surprising What 1 mnteresting 1s the
alleged reason for Noubane’s departure — that he
has to take the blame for last year’s poor matric
results in KwaZulu-Natal

This 1s absolutely ncredible If the public were
10 accept this reasonmg, there should be some
consistency and a principled approach to the 1ssne
of premiers and their performance in all provinces
and all other policy sectors 1n which there 15 poor
performance

Now the IFP has to lay down a set of principles
to say how 1t will implement and enforce this prac-
tice in future

Bad principle

A bad prncipie of governance has been intro-
duced and an equally bad piecedent has therefore
been set

Should this year’s matnic results m KwaZulu-
Natal be poor agam, the public would be justified
In expecting the IFP to abide by 1ts own principies
and disnuss the new premuer, Lionel Mtshals

Secondly, 1f Ngubane can be fired for poor
Matric results m the province, why not also blame
him for the poor performance of the province’s
department of transport durmg the Amve Aljve
campaign? After all, KwaZulu-Natal had the
ghest road death statistics of all provinces
during the Christmas holidays

Again, if we were to take this reasoning to its
logtcal conclusion, all provinces would have new
premeers this yea

For instance, Premyer Gerald Morkel and hig
safety and security MEC should have been fired
by the National Party for the contmumg spate of
bomb attacks in Western Cape

Sumlarly, Premiter Dr Mathole M otshekga and
safety and security MEC Pauj Mashatile shouid
be preparing to leave office as a result of their
unsatisfactory performance mn crme prevention 1n
Gauteng

Mpumalanga Premier Mathews Phosa should
have resigned already for the bad performance of
all those MECs who were fired for allowing cor-
ruption to go undetected and unpunished in therr
departments

Eastern Cape and Northern Province premuers
and therr MECs for social welfare should have

It seems there is more to the dismissal of the IFP’s Dr
Ben Ngubane a5 KwaZulu-Nata] premier than meets .

the eye, Thabo Rapoo cxplains why
. Mﬁ
_ Ab Y-,

Former KwaZulu-Natal premier Dr Ben
Ngubane.

been fired for the Corruption mnvolving pension
clatms mn those provinces

And now for the most ridiculous but logical
conclusion of the IFP’s reasomng, applied at
national level the ANC should have asked Presi-
dent Nelson Mandela and the mmisters of health,
education, safety and secunty and housing to
leave office because of poor performance

Unconstitutional

Obviously, 1t would be absolutely ndiculous for
this type of practice to he adopted as normal polit-
ical practice m this country

In fact, 1t could possibly be unconstitutional
for a prenuer to be dismissed from office over the
bad performance of one or more sectors of policy-
making 1n a particular province

Constitutional experts  therefore need to

examune the constitutiopal implications of what
the IFP has done

The Constitutional Court could Justifiably
look mto the constitutional validity of the IFP’s
decision as 1t rases lmportant implications for
governance

Performance m any area of provincial policy-

*

52/99

making ~ be 1t education, housing, health or safety
and security — 1s, first and foremost, the respons;-
bility of the MECs

It would be ansane to expect premuers to dip
therr hands nto ali provincial departments
because they could be accused of mterfering n the
responsibilities of therr MECs

It 1s the job of the MEC for education, not the
PIemier, to see to 1t that the sector performs weli
The premier might take a special and keen interest
In the area, but 1t 15 not his or her responsibility to
run the department

Constitutionally, the premuer is the manager
who oversees the performance of ail the MECs in
his cabinet

If MECs fail to execute therr functions, pre-
miers have the constitutional power and legal
authonty to dismuss them and appoint more com-
petent MECs -

Poor performance

However, if a premuer can be dismussed together
with an MEC for the bad performance of any
sector, this reduces the premer to the leve] of an
MEC

This might be poittrcally justified for a polit-
1cal party, but there 15 a high probability that ths 15
unconstitutional

There 15 therefore a need for political parties m
South Africa to separate the sphere of party poli-
tics from the sphere of government

As members of a politica] party, prenueis and
therr MECs mught be equal 1n status, but as mem-
bers of government performing their specific
roles. they have well-defined constitutional
responsibilities to fulfil )

To treat them as 1f these differences did not
extst makes a mockery of these constitutional pro-
VISIONS .

If the IFP wanted Ngubane to run the educa-
tion department of KwaZulu-Natal, then it should
have placed this responsibiity in his office and
done away with the education MEC right from the
beginning

What the party has done 15 not helpful at all to
the project of buidmg a system of autonomous
sub-national governments with mtegrity

It 1s highly probable that Ngubane was dis-
missed for reasons other than the poor perfor-
mance of the educatton portfolio 1 hys
province

(The writer 15 a researcher at the Joliannes- -
burg-based Centie For Policy Studies )
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Colomal names, o Durban streets to chan

. St 30| %

Own CORRESPONDENT
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Durban' — Three of Durban’s
main streets are set to lose their
colomal-era names withm a
month, the first of an ava-
lanche: of such changes plan-
ned for the city 1 the months
ahead

Executive councillors from
Durban’s two central councils
were to meet today to discuss a
proposal to change the names
of Smith, West and Gardiner
streets toc Mandela, Chris Han
and Olwer Tambo streets re-
spectively

Speaking at the African Re-
naissance Festival in the city at
the weekend, metro mayor
Obed Mlaba announced that a
radical change of colomal
street names, statues and mon-
uments was planned

It 18 believed that Smath,
West and Gardiner streets are
likely to be the first to change,
possibly withim a month

Counciliors from the North

Centraf and South Central
councils have already receiwved
copies of a letter from ANC
councilor Nomvuza Shabalala,
proposing the “urgent” renam-
g of these streets

Council eritics of the move,
which mclude the New Na-
tional Party’s Geoff Qldfield,

Ay

Decisions
not taken
in a rush

23
say the ANC, which has a ma-
jority i the council, plans to
rush through the three name
changes 1n ftime for next
month’s conferring of the free-
dom of the city on President

Nelson Mandela
In an mterview yesterday,

aba a#) ted he “would be

thrilled to have an agreement
to rename these three major
streets” by then

“How can anyone say we are
rushing ahead with these
changes? If anything, we've
been too slow We've had a de-
mocratic councll for five years
and we're only getting around
to these mmportant changes
now,” Mlaba said

Transformation 1s already
sweeping through the city’s
chief colomal landmark, the
city hall Portraits of past may-
ors will soon be replaced with
those of John Dube, Dorothy
Nyembe, Mahatma Gandhzi, Isa-
1ah Shembe and other commu-
nity and cultural figures

The past mayors will retamn
a diminished presence m the
gallery i the form of mima-

ture portraits
Pictures of the last four

kmgs of the Zulu nation will
preside over the passage from
the parking area to the foyer

Il
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Speaking at t Africa
Renaissance Festival i the city at

the weekend, Metro Mayor Obed
Mlaba announced a radical

ARGUS CORRESPONDENT

Durban - Three of Durban’s
main streets are set to lose

their colonial era names change of colonial street names,
within.a month, thefirstof an  statues and monuments was on
avalanche of such changes the cards, but did not go into
planned for the metro in the detail

months ahead, »  Councillors from the North

Executive councillors from  Central and South Central coun-
Durban’s two central councils cushave already received copies
were to meet this week to discuss  of a letter from African National
a proposal to change thenamesof  Congress councilior, Nomvuza
Smith, West and Gardmer streets  Shabalala, proposing the
to Mandela, Chris Han1and Ohv-  “urgent” renaining of these
er Tambo streets respectively. streets.

L | i

|
Council cratics of the move
said the ANC, which has a majori-
ty in the metro, planned to rush
through the three name changes

m fime for next month’s conflelr-
ring of the freedom of the city on

;’Premdent Nelson Mandela

In an interview, Mr Mlaba
backed the proposal Whaile the
logistics of physically changing
all the street signs n time for the
award ceremony were daunting,
he “would be thrilled to have at
least an agreement fo rename
these three major streets” by

then?hesid. 3;‘\31 4 o[
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Durban - The Independent .
Electoral Commission has, .

across the polifical spectrum
said the Emnaﬂmww raised seri-

T -.a...q._u.

ous, nosnmnum about the upcom-
TIng, election, but did not wish to

—Fr _

launched an Eﬂmmﬂmmﬂou nto :mwmnimﬁm 55.._ all Em facts

the discovery of two ,bor
scanners during a @crnm.ﬁmﬁ
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Emﬁ E?wgmﬁcb wm& Wmmﬁ re- . pistol~and the two scanners
ceiwved on Emmwmmnmw “by very  were seized
credible moﬁnmm sthat ﬂrmwmd - Defending the raid, Newema
were, 1legal ‘arms”at the resi- . sa1d the mvestigators had been
mmﬂnmm We had to act swiftly” ’ ! satisfied that the imformation
. The unt ﬁmm QHEms @cE: was “reasonably {true” and
_ Pretoria‘to NEWNE_.H Nafal mzn were obliged “to” enforce ‘the
Taided the Tural -Bulwer homes . rule of law, regardless of mpm
L ~IN _Hm nmww,:aunm ?m MEC’s alleged cm.mﬁ_mmh: ;
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Bulwer area with 1

IFP ° mﬁowmm@mwmmﬂ Esmm
Zond said the ANC had “prop-
mmmﬁma the he that the mmaster
was stockpiling ,weapons to
escalate violence m the Mid-
lands” m H.mﬁmwmﬂau for safety
and security porifolio commat-
tee_head Bheki Cele’s recent
clashes with the MEC

DP provmcial leader Roger
Burrows also expressed shock
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given the very tense nature of
ANC/IFP relations in the Bul-
wer area, that this was so
quickly proceeded with » .
. NNP provincial leader
Danie Schutte said the party
had consistently called for the
establishment of a judicial”
commission similar to the
Goldstone Commassion to deal
with wviclence in KwaZulu
Natal *We believe this debacle
mﬁmﬂmzﬂmg our belef ”
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DURBAN ‘— Forecasts of
voter apathy amongthe
nearly 3,5-mujlion Kwa-
Zulu-Natal voters seemed
| off mark yesterday ‘as
thousands of voters
| braved hours of queumg
to cast their votes
.Even 1n Indian areas,
where registration levels
were relatively low, large
numbers went to vote
| " Despite the absence '™
of the passion associated
| with’the 1994 elections; '
they mood of voters,
standmg n long, snaking
lines, was upbeat o, A
{'Outside: the' Purban
city, hall, Isbat RabﬂﬂJ; 48,
said he was happy; totsee
SO many peoplérturning,
out to vote “Thigns swhat
democracy is ‘all dbout”
voting 1 a free'and*fair
environment,” he said b’
Rasool was keen toft
vote even though he had
been unemployed for the
past three years after he-
mg retrenched The for-
mer salesman said he
survived by hawking
Chatsworth electoral
ofhcer Sabir Seedat sard
all was going well at the
polling station at the
Dawnndge Inchan prima-
rys'school, except that
some youihs were refus-
Ing to allow older peoples!
to vote first E
' Seedat was concerned
that the station would -
not be able to process™
thé?3 000 expected voters ..
by; 9pm as voting was ¥
proceedmg slowly See-
dat’ said 1t took one:’
mmute to assist each vot-'
€r. .5 The Independent
Electoral ' Commssion
(IEC) might just be forzed
to ‘extend voting,” he
sad

Seedat had just re-
fused a potential voter
pPermission .to cast her
vote becausé ‘'she hag

her identity book At-
tempts by the husband to
€nsure his wfe voted,
saying she had lost her
dentity book, were in
vam-seedat advised her
to have the copy certified
and return to vote
In contrast with the

calm of Umlazi, the
KwaMgaga community
hall rang with the shouts
of youths restraining sys-
pected queuequmpers
But” police posted out-
side .the polimg station
WEre 1n a relaxed mood,
mdicating that all was -
der control

» The local electoraf of-
ficer, Gugu Mbonamby,
complained that the zp-
zZIp machines were too
slow..to process the IDs
and that this was length-
enmg the kilometre-long
queue She asked the [EC
to allow them to bypass
the machines
t " To help the elderly,

the station set up two
queues, for the young
and the old n
,The atmosphere' at
the voting centre m the
largely white, mddle;
class area of Northwood,
in Durban North, wag,c“ﬁrg
dial and relaxed .
. Many voters read iov-
-€ls  and newspapers
while the hine inched for-
wardl:Evenqthe}arnval of
Health - Minister' Nkosa-
zana Zuma and ,Educa-
tion ‘Minister Sibusiso

Bengu did not raise a sty

F
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brought a Photocopy of -
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Verbal intimidation fails to mar peaceful poll

Pule Molebeled) F o

DURBAN — KwaZulu-Natal had a remarkably
peaceful election yesterday, with acts of “verbal
intimdation” among party agents at 50 polling
stations standing out as the most serious vio-
lations, said provincial Independent Electoral
Commuission (IEC) official Mawethu Mosery

Mosery said these acts of intimidation had
not led to physical violence, but resuilted from
attempts to prevent rival agents from being pre-
sent at polling stations

Police spokesman Bala Naidoosaid no elec-
tion-related violance had been reported.yester-

day Potential flashpoints identified by the se- -

curtty mmsters’ committee had all been quiet -

] "o
[

—
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Naidoo said the killing of two people in Rich-
mond on Tuesday nmight did not appear to be
hnked to the election

Despite glitches at some of KwaZulu-Natal’s
3 341 polling stations, the election passed rela-
tively smoothly Most stations served 3 000 vot-
ers on average, while some had up to 6 000

Long queues persisted outs:de many polling
stations, indicating that in some areas polhng
would go on after the official closure of the sta-
tions at 9pm IEC provincial spokesman Sharon
Kotze said, however, she was confhident all sta-
tions would report results last might as planned

Kotze said stations :stillf dealing with large
numbers of would-be voters had spht the

. queues 1in three, with separate electoral officers

D =\l aa

attending to all lines, to expedite the process.

Problems had also been experienced with
registered people whose names did not appear
on the voters’ roll arriving at stations to vote
Mosery said such people had been allowed to
use tendered votes, 1n hine with a recent change
to election regulations .

Mosery said the IEC had ordered Nongoma’s
electoral officer, Laurence Ntshangase, to leave
the area after “he was found with partisan ma-
tenal compromising the IEC’s independence”

The Inkatha Ireedom Party complained to
the IEC after Ntshangase, an African National
Congress member, was seen distributing ANC
material in Nongoma Mosery said the commis-

s10n was still iInvestigating the incident

(24)
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(C.. TFP look set to form

KwaZulu-Natal

L C,Ti'—i- b qq

Dﬁ‘RBAN: KwaZulu-Natal was
heading for a photo-finish between
the African National Congress and
the Inkatha Freedom Party last
night m ari election result that 1s
consideréd good for the province
and means coalition government
for the next five years

Nerther party got close to a true
majority, with the most probable
scenario being that the two major
parties will be obliged to work
hand-in-hand to run KwaZulu-
Natal Preruership of the province
looks likely to be part of a negotiat-
ed trade-off also involving cabinet
posts

Both the ANC and [FP, while
still chinging to hopes of being out-
nght winners, were strongly hint-
11}gflast night that they would be
happy to form a coalition

‘- A well-balanced partnership

could'benefit KwaZulu-Natal by
promoting the peace process and
proviricial decision-making But 1t

' will not be easy There are many

.

tricky lSS es to tackle — from
mutual blame for gunrunning to
gambhng legislation

A high-performmng Democratic
Party ate into New National Party
support, the Inchan vote and some
black areas to clinch third place in
KwaZulu-Natal ahead of a disap-
pomted NNP m provincial perfor-
mances that mirrored their
achievements nationally

Political parties said they were
generally satisfied with the way the
Independent Electoral Commius-
sion ran the election 1n the
provingce

At 8pm last mght the ANC and
IFP were equal at 40%, represent-
ing 32 or so seats each of the
provincial legislature’s 80 seats

Support for the [FP was down
provincially, but not nearly as
much as pre-election polls predict-

‘ed, and nationally 1t declined from

more than 10% 1n 1994 to a hittle
more than 8%
Then came the DP with about

2.b U- s

10% (eight Seats), the NNP with 4%
(four seats), the Minonty Front
1,5%, the African Chrnistian Demo-
cratic Party 1,9% and, surprisingly
low, the United Democratic Move-
ment at 1,2%

Politicians 1n the province had
a nail-biting time yesterday as their
fortunes fluctuated wildly

“We are being patient, but 1t 15
an agomising wait,” said [FP nation-
al spokesperson, the Rev Musa
Zond: He said the feeling was that
the IFP would win

“The unknown factor 1s by how
much,” said Zondy

“The close contest was a mes-
sage from the electorate that 1t
wants both parties to play a strong
role "

ANC provincial leader $'bu
Ndebele was also cofifident of vic-
tory, but added “The ANC will
always seek co-operation in the
understandmg that there must be
great unity among political
parties " — Own Correspondents
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DURBAN: An IFP source says his party Is clear which
KwaZulu-Natal posts it will offer the ANC. The premiership 1s
not among them. PHINDILE NGUBANE reports.

L Inkatha Freedom Party 15
I likely to decline the ANC's
proposal that 1t be given the
premiership of KwaZulu-Natal in
exchange for IFP leader Mango-
suthu Buthelezt’s being made the
national deputy president
A well-placed IFP source said
yesterday that senior leaders of
both parttes had met informally on
Saturday to discuss the deal
A Sunday newspaper reported
that the proposal was to be present-
ed to ANC leaders at a meeting of
1ts national working commuttee in
Johannesburg
However, official spokespersons
for both parties demied that such a

proposal had been made or that it
would be discussed by the NWC

e

According to the IFP source, his
party was “not happy” with the
ANC's proposal, which had not
been 1ncluded m the ANC’s in1tial
peace package for the province,
The IFP believed 1t had been
prompted by a realisation that the
ANC would not take over KwaZu-
lu-Natal, the source said

Last night, indications were
that the IFP would hold on to the
majority 1n the province by a nar-
TOW margin

The source said the ANC had
also proposed that 1t be given the
health, transport and safety and
securnty portfolios The IFP appar-
ently mntends to offer the ANC the
economuc affairs and tourism port-
folio mstead

laces

Go)
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The IFP proposed that the ANC
also chair three portfolio commut-
tees, the source said These would
not include the safety and security
committee The former incum-
bent, ANC member of the legisla-
ture Bheki Cele, was accused by the
[FP accused of undermining its
MEC for Safety and Secunity, inkost
Nyanga Ngubane

ANC provincial chairperson
and premier candidate $’bu Nde-
bele said reports of the proposal
were untrue He saxd the compost-
tron of the provincial executive
would be discussed only when the
final election results were known

IFP spokesperson Musa Zondi
said there was no trading between
the two parties The premiership
suggestion was “mere speculation”

Despite the demals, a meeting
has been scheduled for ANC and
IFP provinacial leaders to discuss the
ANC proposal this week
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Pretora atha Freedom

Party and the African National
Congress have committed
themselves to negotiate a |
coalition governmentin '
KwaZulu Natal. | "

After the results announcement
. last might, the TFP said 1na state-
ment that 1t would begin discussion
on the formation of a coalition with
the ANC 1 the province,

It won 34 seats 1n the provincial
legislature while the ANC won 32
The Democratic Party came third
with seven seats, the New National
Party won three, the Minority Front
won two seats, and the African
Christian Democratic Party and the
United Democratm M-:wement each
wonone '

“We believe that the electorate -, |
has sent a clear message to both the ¢
IFP and the ANC that 1t wishes to see t
the two parties build on the progress
of recent years m building a peacefuil.
and prosperous future for the
province,” the IFP said 1

The:. ANC chairman 1n the
province, S’bu Ndebele, said the two
parties had co-operated in the past
and would contmue to do so

In Gauteng, the fanfare during |
the announcement of the election
results at the electoral centre last
night could just as well have been
the funeral march for a once proud
liberation movement the Pan
Africanist Congress

The party had falled to secure the
50 000 votes required to win a single
seat among the 73 that make up the
provincial legislature.

Jomning the PAC 1n calculating
the damage done on June 2 1s the
New NP, which managed a paltry
three seats, down from the 21 1t held

post-1994
+ The DP ousted the New NP as the
opposition by getting 13, seats up
' eight from the 1994 tally The ANC
took 50 ofthe73seats  * |

In all the other provinces the
ANC took the lion’s share of seats,
with the UDM making a reasonable
showing only 1n the Eastern Cape,
where 1t took eight seats to the
ANC's 47 |
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But the road to rapprochement could be rocky
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Ivor Powell ar:.d Wonder g 2w

Hlongwa report back on
KuwaZulu-Natal election results

lection politics will give way 1n
KwaZulu-Natal to political horse-
trading as the African National Con-
gress and the Inkatha Freedom Party
look for pohitical advantage 1n an election battle
that went right to the wire

By the time the Mail & Guardian went to
press 1t was still impossible to call the result with
any certamty

But the narrowness of the margin between
the two parties has implhications The winning
party will not have an absolute majority and will
have to confiront the sobermg reality that it can
govern effectively only 1n partnership with the
other -

Late yesterday afternoon, after a long see-
sawing battie of numbers, the IFP was about
3 000 votes ahead of 1ts arch-rival and sometime
mortal enemy But only 60% of the votes in the
province had been counted by that point, and
results for around 300 polling stations 1n the
Durban metropole, notably from the sprawlhing
townships of Umlazi and KwaMashu, were stil]
outstanding

However, so were results from IFP-dommated
areas 1 northern KwaZulu-Natal and the South
Coast.

In short, though there will be a victor; nerther
siude will have really won m KwaZulu-Natal

ok pon P

Making their mark: A disabled man and his wife walk past military vehicles guarding
the road to the polling station in Shobashobane. PHOTOGRAPH: JEEVA BAJGOPAUL

With the Democratic Party emerging as an
mtrigumg dark horse m the provincial contest
—registering around 10% of the provincial vote
—I1t could hold the balance of power, wath the two
major parties seeking to form a coahition
government ﬁ

But this 1s more of a theoretical than a real
possibility The ANC and IFP have worked

together 1n a government of provincial unity in
the past, and 1t 1s almost certain that they will be
looking to accommuodate each other and cobble
together a cabmet between them

Thus 1s particularly true for the IFP With the
ANC winmng a naticnal landsiide, 1t will be 1
a position of some disadvantage unless it can
make an accommeodation 1n KwaZulu-Natal

After the ascent to the premiership of former
national arts and culture manister Lionel Mtshal,
already stramed relations between the IFP and
the ANC m the provincal legislature worsened
dramatically

Ahead of elections the KwaZulu-Natal legis-
lature was unable to sit without dissolving into
chaos and walkouts for a single day 11 1999

And while there was certamnly a good deal of
electioneering i the wars of words that arose,
there was also genuinely bad blood — whach has
grown worse as the government has moved to
1solate perceived IFP warlords like legislator
Phihp Powell and Chief Kalalakubo Khawula in
the wake of mvestigations by the Directorate of
Public Prosecuthons

But win or lose, there will be messages 1n the
vote {or the IFP One 1s a positive message The
IFP has coniounded election polls and pundits
like Idasa Markinor which put its support in
KwaZulu-Natal 20% lower than elections have
shown 1t to be

At the same time the party has lost around
119% of 1ts provincial support. The ANC, while it
has failed to live up to pollsters’ predictions, has
nevertheless edged up by nearly 10%

The ANC appears to have made some mroads
mto the IFP’s rural heartland Campaigning un-
der the escort of about 200 soldiers and police at
the former no-go area of Nongoma two weeks
ago appears to have borne some fruit. The ANC
gamed a surprising 38% of the vote 1 the area

The ANC has also made major mroads mto
parts of the South Coast formerly ‘considered

-absolutely safe to the IFP _
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Puie Molebeled: needed workers in the emplo¥y of . The fact that 92% of the budget Rafferty said when they started launched 1n" 1997, was gathermn

- , the State through the implementa-  was Spent on personnei “really be- implementing the hew system 1n - momentuin throughout the entire -
DURBAN — The KwaZulu-Natal tiofn of voluntary severance pack- dewvils m.._,EEmmnw: ) 1994, records showed that 186 000 admmmstration ' . @ -
sovernent was not entirely hap- ages after government hfted the He said the provincial govern-  cwil servants were employed by He said many departments had
PY to spend 92% of its budget on moratorium last month ment did not yet know how many the provincia] government She implemented specific steps aimed
vemvil servants and would like cen- “We are not happy with spend- | people 1t would want to retrench , . was not certain if the outstanding at preventing fraud and unmasking

tral government to provide the re- 1ng so much MONEy on personnel That,would be done through the number was lost with the ellmma- perpetrators :of corruption and

o

trenchment “tool” so that 1t could butweare hoping the national gov-  skills audst undertaken with the tion of “ghost” civil servants or other crimmal activities, including

trim 1ts public service, brovincial  ernment will gIve us the retrench- , publc s€rvice administration . through - natural attrition The syndicates from outside the

a:.mnﬂn_..mmzmwmm Otty Nxumalo ment tool,"hesaid ﬂ Commenting on the Provincial  salary system: maintains  al] province )

said yesterday Nxumalo sad discussions on government’s personnel salary ' records of public servants To llustrate the zero-tolerance
‘Nxumalo told a media briefing  such 1ssues were taking place na- system, Jane Rafferty, deputy di- Ratferty said all the 12 provin- attitude of departments, Nxumalo

In Durban that the provincial gov-  tronally with public sector trade rector of human resources Mman-  cial departments were conducting , said 1t was “pamful” to sign dis.
ernment was hamstrung by the ab- unions “"We are seated with people | agement, sard the audit showed personnel audits on an ongomgba- ‘mssal letters for people having
conre of the retrenchment tool to who do not'want to Serve, and we, ' there were 155 000 civil servants . gis, as-the-data rght not be 100% stolen “a Iitre of milk, two rolls of
dealwith overstaifing donot need them,” he said “But we  working on a full-time basis for the - » accurate due to human error ctollet paper, a packet of Panado

He said 1t was, however, going  have 1o mstiuments tc enabje provincial government, with about, Nxumalo - said the provincial pills, chicken breasts and Rama
'€ attend to overstaffing and un- them to ext ™ 10 000 on a part-time bass - government’s anti-fraud campaign, margarine” among others

1
L i
f ] )

—_ e




Natal freezes salaries

of ‘ghoste

mplovees’
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Province steps up drive to root out corruption in state department

Primarashni Pillay

KWAZIULU-Natal has frozen the
salaries of about 600 employees
who are not registered with the
provincial education department
and may be ghost workers

Department spokesman Mandla
Msib said yesterday that all em-
ployees — from teachers, cleaners,
semor officials to superintendent-
general Mike Jarvis — had to reg-
ister with the department

They also had to provide proof
of their quahfications

The registration process start-
ed last year as part of efforts by the
department to root out corruption

It 1s beheved that ghost workers
have cost the department at least
R20m in salaries and benefits

Ghost workers are people who
illegally draw salaries i the name
of teachers who are dead, have
resigned or never existed

Last year the province identi-
fied several “ghost schools” that
were registered with the depart-
ment, but existed 1n name only

Another problem faced by the
department 1s that some teachers
have fake qualifications

About 50 people were arrested
last year for having fake qualifica-
tions and some received prison
sentences rangig from 18 months
to four years, Msibi said

The impostors were repayiig
about R1,5m they earned 1n
salaries and other benefits, he said

Msib1 said staff was given ample
time to register and that the de-

partment expected to have about
86 000 registered employees How-
ever, a probe found about 600 un-
registered names on the payroll

Msib1 said the department
would stagger the freezing of
salaries from this month to allow
mternal auditd to take place “If no-
body comes forward (to complamn
about not receiving their salarnes)
then it could be that these are
ghost employees,” he said

The 600 employees include
teachers, clerks and cleaners

Last year the department pub-
hshed the names of teachers who
should be employed 1 the
province’s 5 500 schools

The public was then asked to
identify names that should not
have been on the list

[
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Changes in local government
are the source of renewed
mtrigue in the Zuluroyal
house, writes lvor Powell

he latest spat between Zulu King
Goodwili Zwelithin: on one side and
the Zulu chiefs under Inkatha Free
dom Party leader Mangosuthu
Buthelezi on the other reads like an intrigue
from another time — a battle for the soul and
the loyalty of the Zulu people

The hing reportedly lives in fear for hus life
after the amahhosi, the council of elders gath
ered in the KwaZulu Natal House of Tradi
tional Leaders, 1ssued a statement censuring
ms alleged farlure to identify with them or to
provide his people with the symbolic leader
ship vested in him

Members of the King's inner circle at Nongo-

ma in northern KwaZulu Natal have apparmhy
gone nto hiding amid rismg tensions in the area,
death threats and attacks on thelr homes
Pointedly, the amakhos: failed to attend the
king's birthday celebrations recently; or to pro-
vide tribute in the form of cattle and gifts
Buthelez), charr of the provinctal House of
Traditional Leaders last week rave an mterview

™)
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Brothers at
arms-
Mangosuthu
Buthelezi
{rignt) and
King
Goodwill
Zwalithini
are locked in
4 amediova)
power
struggle

King isolated in Zulu power

to the IFP-owned Hlanga newspaper in which he
attacked the character of the kg He detailed al
leged nvolvement of the monarch 1n apartheig
sponsored political parties m the 1970s, and paint
ed him as a wastrel and a spendthrifi

By way of contrast, at the IFP's congress in
Ulundi last month the party passed a resolu
tion describing Buthelez: as a “towering his

pla
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torical figure who provides lustre to the entire
continent” It urged “Prince Mangosuthu
Buthelez: to provide the country with his
much needed leadership
Behind these almost medieval palace mtrigues
15 the unfoldmg of some all too coifemporary
power politics — politics that look as much to the
future as they do to the traditional past
The progressive 1solatiwon of Zwelithinj —
which has coincided with the king's own at
tempts to remove himself fiom party politics
since before the 1994 elections — serves to un
deriine that what 1s at stake 15 not so much
Zulu t1adition as the survival of the IFP
At the centre of the row lies alegislative yig
saw being put together 1n advance of local gov
ernment elections in 2000 The main stambling
block 1s the Munictpal Structures Act of 1998
which replaces the Local Government Trans:
tion Act of 1993
From the IFP's viewpoint the problem with
the new legislation 1s its most basle p1emise
the entrenching of democratic prineiples 1n
the structures of local government
Whereas the 1993 Act created provisions for
the amakhosi 1n tribal trust lands to serve as ex
officio local government officials, the new law
extends the purview of elected representation
While amahhosi — as ciftzens — are per
ntitted to stand for election, and while 1n cer
tamn cases "“traditional authorities that tradi
tionally obhserve a system of customary law i
the area of a municipality” may bere present
ed at municipal level by their t aditional loag
ers, the new law limits that representation to
10% of any municipality
At the same tune, the work of the Munici
pal Demarcation Board — also mandated in
terms of 1998 legislation — has further com
promised the authority of the gmaihost atthe
level of local government

marcatton board has specified that munic

Ipalities i the new dispensation will be cen
tred on hubs of economac actvity In effect this
means the deeply rural areas directly con
trolled by the amakhosi — the former tribal
trust lands under the apartheid homelands sys
tem — will be brought together with urban cen
tres in locdl government structures

The resnlt Is the voice of the amakihosi is
unlikely to be heard as stridently as in the past,

Nationa! director of local government
Crispin Olver says direct representation will,
however, not be the only role played by tyradi
tional leaders in the new dispensation

“Traditlonal leaders will still have an im
portant role to play,” Olver ohserves "We are
looking at a co operative model whereby the
chiefs as the representatives of tradition are
involved In a dlalogue with local government
structures 1n developing their areas

*As custodians of land through customary
law; the chiefs will also be in a landowner to-coun-
cil relationship with the local councils which can
be used in the process of development "

What Olver doesn't specify s that, in the
new dispensation, the purse strings will be held
by municlpal structures Under earlier legls-
lation, money paid to local government strue
tures in areas represented by the amakhos! was
divectly under their control This was in add)
tion to stipends paid to them as members of
the House of TFraditlonal Leaders

But for the IFP the financial considerations
are unlikely to hurt as much as the political
considerations

The role of the amakhost in the polities of
KwaZulu Natal lles at the heart of the IFP's vi
sion of a “Kingdom of KwazZuln", as enshrined
in the party’s provincial constitution This
builds political power around a constitutional
monarchy in which the powers of the king are
severely circumscribed 1n favour of the au
thority of the House of Traditional Leaders

The house is led by Buthelezi wearing the
hat of “traditlonal prime minister to the king"
— an assumed office which anthropologists have
guestioned as bemng without precadent or sub-
stance, and which the king himself has chal
lenged, inconclusively, through the courts

I n defining municipal structures, the de
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Durban produces landmark
local govemment daba%ase
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Durban - Durban Métro_had suc

cessfully completed the first com-
plete technology address database of

- formal and informal dwellings,

buildings and.Jand parcels 1n the
history of local government, Steve
Leach, the council’s geographical
mformation system (Met(18) pro-
Ject manager, said yesterday

Launched 1 November 1998, the
project cost R4,8 million and 1n-
volved surveying 455 000 formal and
1564 000 1informal dwellings and
buildings, which housed 2.5 million
people

The 600-strong project team com-
prised mamnly community based m-
dividuals

Leach said the system would be
r:f:;1‘1t]1111f:1]13er updated and would ben-

ofit users as the mformatmn Would
be available from a central source
“It could be adopted by other’

metros,” he said “The philosophy !
has been offered to other major'

cifles.” .

Leach.said he believed there
were unlifEﬁWG other similar data-
bases in the world, 1n the Middle
East and m South America

“The database 1s very sigmiicant
for business,” said Jeya Wilson, the:
chief executive of the Durban
Chamber of Commerce and Indus.
try “Detalled mformatton 1s critical
for decision-making at every level
and, without 1t, any accurate fore-'

casting or planning 1s impossible ” | -

Commentators said the database,

could also play an enorious role mn
attracting mvestment and develop-
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Sunday Times Business Times
January 31 1999

BISHO's days of cowboy account-
mg could be over The Eastern
Cape, long the admmstrative
laughing stock of SA, has finaliy
taken firm — and often brutal —
steps to ensure that “crisis bud-
geting”, unpaid creditors and emp-
ty coffers could become nothing
more than an embarrassing part of
the province's history The man
behind the turnaround 1s Eastern
Cape Finance and Economuc Af-
fairs MEC and former umon stal-
wart Enoch Godongwana

When Godongwana presented
hus first budget last year he had a
R1-bilhon debt on his hands, of
which the lron’s share belonged to
the education depariment This
ballumi{ed to R2 2-bilhon after the
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STAMPING OUT FRAUD ... Enoch Godongwana has centrali

Bisho slams the lid on itchy
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PROVINCIAL GOVERKME
By QUENTIN WRAY

budget was finalised

Despite this, Godongwana this
week 1nsisted the province could
meet 1ts obligations and would end
the year with its overdraft within
Finance Mimmster Trevor Manuel’s
2% of budget guidelme

Godongwana said he welcomed
Manuel’s hard-hine stance on over-
expenditure because it gave him a
“big stick” to wield in his dealings
with departments

He seems unperturbed about
the maelstrom of illHeelng that
many of his decisions have caused
He has put 1 place a centralised
payment system, msisted on elec-
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sed payments to instil discipline
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i'nmc paymént of staff-and cred-

itors and miroduced safeguards to
try to ensure that the potential for
fraud 1s reduced

Godongwana said “A central
chequebookis not 1deal, but where
no financial discipline exists you
need to take extraordinary meas-
ures ” Poltical msiders say that
the education and health depart-
ments are very displeased with the
new status quo

The province’s complex and out-
dated [T environment 1s threaten-
ing to collapse the system

Auditors PriceWaterhouse-
Coopers are finalising a hst of all
provincial commutments, to be
presented to Godongwana thus
week — ECN Weekend
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Nice Job, nice car ... nothing to do,;
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castern Cape’s redundant civil servants and ghost workers pull mcbmﬂwm res

BLACKMAN NGORO .
StAFF REPORTER

A guessing game is being played
in the Eastern Cape’s corridors
of power. The question civil
servants ask in Bisho or Umtata
is: who really works here and
who is just here to draw a
salary?

“Look.” says one c1vil servant,
pointing at a colieague walking
down the hall, “she’s a supernumer-
E b 4

And that, in Eastern Cape civil
servants- speak, means a nice salary,
a good car, a daily trip to the office -
but no work todo

The provincial department of
agriculture, for example, has
2 000 supernumeraries on its books,
and spends R110-million of 1its
R500-million budget on their salaries
each year -~ so 20% of the budget 1s
spent on non-productive staff

But the provincial mimster for
agriculture, Max Mamase, says it
would be “mmmmoral” to lay them off

“They don’t have pensions,” he
said “In the release of lIand we must
find a niche for people who are keen
to work m agriculture ”

Eastern Cape director-general
Mvuyo Thom says there are
15 000 redundant civil servants on
the so-called supernumerary hist in
the Eastern Cape They are all rem-
nants of the civil service of the
Ciskel and Transkel homelands,
which were incorporated 1n the new

Eastern Cape provincial govern-
ment after the 1994 elections, Their
offices are mainly in Bisho and
Umtata

Another problem the provincial
government has grappled with 1s the
fraud of “ghost workers” These
were the hundreds, 1f not thousands,
of people on the payroll who, up to
1988, had received salaries for years
without ever working for the home-

. land bureaucracies or the province

Either civil servants submatted
fictitious names and got paid a sec-
ond salary each month, or they left
the service but continued getting
salaries,

According to Mr Thom, this
abuse was stopped when the then
payment systém by cheque, which
was open to theft, was replaced by
electronic banking In the past,
banks in the former homelands were
sald to have paid whoever cashed
the cheque, as long as that person
was known to the banking staff,

“There 1s a lot of cronyism -~ even
m banks A lot of people who work 1n
the local banks serve those they
know first,” says a senior ci1vil ser-
vant in the department of agricul-
ture, who blamed supernumeraries
for treating members of the public
with disdam

*They leave ther homes, come to
work and do little more than warm
their chairs They don’t have aj0b
title or description,” he said

But most of the civil servants in
Bisho’s Dukumbane Building and
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Have a heart: Agriculture Minister Max
Mamase says it's immoral to fire workers

Umtata’s Botha Sigcau Building
share a common future — and it’s a
bleak one

The national government has
announced 1t wants to trim the bloat-
ed public service And while 1t
would be political suicide for the
provincial government, headed by
ANC premier Makhenkes:1 Stofile, to
talk of removing them from their
“employment” on the eve of the elec-
tions, civil servants in Umtata
expect they will be removed anyway
—shortly after June 2

For this reason, Umtata civil ser-
vants are switching their political
allegiance from the ANC to the Unit-
ed Democratic Movement, judging
from UDM posters and notices 1n
government offices

“If the UDM wins the elections m
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Much ado about nothing: the government offices in Bisho, home to scores of

redundant cwit servants who still draw salanes
AR 78

the Eastern Cape, we stand a better
chance of retaining our jobs,” says a
civi servant 1n Umtata

“And why 1s the Bisho govern-
ment 1ignoring experienced civi ser-
vants from the former Transke1?
That 1s why those they are using are
unable to deliver anything to the
people They have no idea how to
run a government administration ”

There seems to be a common
thread running through this
province with its rural and agricul-
ture-based economy ~ poverty

On the one hand, the urban popu-
lation of Transkei — of which most of
economically active adults are civil
servants — are disgruntled as they
feel left out of the current dispensa-
tion
This 18 a hangover from the days

1199

when there were high expectations
that Umtata would become the capi-
tal city of the Eastern Cape

Transkei civil servants were
reportedly unco-operative with the
Bisho-based Eastern Cape govern-
ment Kicking them out of their jobs
will be a major blow to the extended
famaily system “Most of us feed our
mothers and our sisters and sisters’
children, as well as unemploved
brothers,” says a civil servant

Mr Thom acknowledges that
many c¢ivil servants are dasillu-
sioned “ButlIdon’t think most of
them are part of a conspiracy not to
co-operate with this government
We have to find a way out for them -
re-train them or give them new
skills so they can go and find new
work - perhaps m agriculture
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Bisho on
brink of
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Bisho -E%asf’ern Cape

civ servants are threat-
ening to strike after the
provincial government
falled to meet the Apral
30 deadline on promo-
T1on payments.

Since February, only

: Q\w 000 of more than 60000

\\
N
N

Y

civil servants have
recelved thewr payments
at a cost of R130-matlion

Labour  umons
1nvolved in the provin-
cial union caucus have
threatened to organise
pickets to force the gov-
ernment to meet their
demands

Eastern Cape provin-
cial director-general Dr
Mvuyo Tom said the
delay was “regrettable”
In meeting the deadline
set 1n an award by the

Commussion for Concih-

ation, Mediation: and
Arbitration (CCMA),,”

Mr Tom said some
officials charged with
the task of implement-
1ng the payments were
unhappy with incen-
tives offered to them.

There were problems
1n the payments of sub-
sistence and travel
allowances as well as
miscaiculations by vari-
ous departments which
resulted i the return of
some civil servants’
files ~

Mr Tom said the pro-
posal for the extension
of the deadline to May 21
was rejected .by the
unions, who msisted on
taking the matter to the
Labour Court. .

Union caucus chair-
man Anthony Diesel
said that workers had no
Intention of disrupting
government services.

“We are explormg all
legal avenues at the
moment,” Mr Diesel
said
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OVERTY is s0 widespread in the
Eastern Cape and the province is
30 fractured that one 15 forced to
wonder what difference the elec-
tion on June 2 will make there
Official figures put unempioyment in the
province at nearly 50%, and most parties
agree that relatively speaking crime 15 not
the problemitis inthe rest of SA

“There is nothing to steal in many areas,”
one observer remarhs

Government ts prepaning to retrench
more than 15 000 provincial public servants
after the electrons It thinks it is gethng to
grips with corruption And by focusing on
tounism 1t hopes to turn the economic tide

Opposition parties argue that conditions
are 50 bad that only radical measures by the
provincial government with baching from
central government cansave the province

Some beheve the only sglution lies 1n a
partnership between the private and public
sectors parties and the people alongwith a
plan to rescue the province s economy

Cynics believe the provintce 15 historically
too fractured for such a joint approach

African National Congress (ANC) provin-
cial leaders blame apartheid, a fractured
public service inherited from the homeland
era, central government for not giving it
more money and the busmess community
for deserting the province

“A large section of the business commu-
nity has been very happy to see the ANC fail-
ing,” says ANC provincial spokesman Mce-
bisi Bata. “They refuse to join the partner-
ship with government ™

The ANC believes that matters can only
impzove and that a foundation for recovery
has been laid with the merger of the former
Cisken, Transkel and Cape admunistrations

Wilhelm e Roux MP and New National
Party (NNP) deputy provincial leader calls
for an “economic state of emergency” involv-
ing tax hohdays exportincentives, transport
subsidies and cheaper rates for tounsts

Central government Le Roux argues
should provide subsidised loans for capital
expenditure “lf we had had these incentives
in place the Coega harbour project — criti-
cal to the economic salvation of the province
— would have been up and runming a long
time ago " Central government also needs to
refax labour reguiations even if only on a
temporary basis in the Eastern Cape, “to get
market lorces to determine the cost of
labour™ hesays

Democratic Party (DP) provincial chair-
man Athol Trollip argues that the “progres-
sive collapse of our road network™ lies at the
heart of the province’s difficulties *The de-
partment of public works, by not mamntain-
ing our roads, 1s crippling cur predommantly
agriculture-based economy *

Despite the fact that so little has ¢hanged
for the better in SA's most bankrupt and
corrupt province the ANC's star appears to
be ascending ANC members privately con-
cede that the appointment of over-the-hill
“Oom” Ray Mhlaba as premier 1n 1994 was a
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mistake His replacement in February 1997
Makhenkes: Stofile has seen the return of
ANC supporters to the party fold opimon
polls say

The ANC won 84,4% of the provincial vote
in 1994 and pomnting to the most recent in-
dependent opinion pall, 15 confident 1t can
maintain or even increase its majonty

The opposition Urnnted Democratic Move-
ment (UDM), NNP and DP which had hoped
to pull In a third of the vote now concede
this lochks Increasingly unlikely Based on re-
cent polls the opposibion parties will do well
to win 20°% of the provinaal vote

Markinor and the institute for Democracy
in SA s (Idasa) Opimion 99 poll conducted in
February and March found that 75% of those
sampled now planned to vote ANC, up
sharply from 67% in November 1998 Uncom-
mitted and "undisclosed” voters accounted
for anly 10% of the poll

The poll compilers see the growth in ANC
support as part of a longer-term recovery for
the provinclal party, whose backing bot-
tomed out at 43% in November 1595 — with
many joining the ranks of the undecided

Bata says the ANC has restored good re-
lations with traditional leaders, mainly in the
former Transkei These reached a low point
during the 1995 local government elections
when chiefs accused the ANC of ignorng
their authornty and trying to undermine their
rule

The loyalty of chiefs — and, therefore,
their [ollowers — |s clearly still a worry for
the party UDM leader and former Transkei
military leader Bantu Holomisa remains
popular in rural Transhel, and has made a
point of wooing the rural vote

President Nelson Mandela took the op-
portumty at the recent rowdy Freedom Day
celebrations in Umtata - at which UDM sup-
porters sang and chanted throughout his
speech — to emphasise to traditional lead-
ers present that UDM supporters were being
disrespectful to them

The poll makes the UDM the second
strongest party in the Eastern Cape at 7%,
but this 1s still less than half the proportion
who indicated they would vote for it just af-
ter the party s launch in Septemmber 1997

A top UDM official expresses confidence
that his party — the largest unknown factor
In the election — wall win “between 33% and
40%" of the provingial vote

Observers scoff at this, sayingif the party
took batween 15% and 20% of the vote it
would be an extraordinary achievement

UDM president Bantu Holomisa says the
level of UDM support will depend on whether
the ANC persuaded sufficient numbers of its
supporters to register in Mdantsane, outside
East London, and around Port Elizabeth

Sigmficantly, while 2,92-mullion voters
cast their provincial ballot in 1994 only 2,45-
million have registered to vote this time
This means that if there 15 an 30% voter
turnout, 2lmost a million fewer people wll
vote inthe Eastern Cape

Holomisa who was involved o the ANC
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An area so poor there is :cm%%umvmc stealr

The Eastern Cape has been bogged down by

derdevelopment.

7|44 |
David Greybe @“ A

- - » )
looks at what difference the election is likely to make to the province’s fortunes o
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election campaign n the province 1in 1994 —_E.H.Mam back to the apartheid days, iz that .  While the DP agrees with ANC prom !
says the reason lor lower registration levels  theyfavour one group — this time blacks® , on employment housing education, healt

is poverty: many residents have leit for Jo-
hannesburg, Cape Town and Durban in
search of work. Some analysts believe many
of the 1994 votes were fraudulent

Le Roux Is confident that despite claims
that the NNP faces a thrashung mn the
province, it will hang on to its 10 6% of the
vote Opimon 99 gives the NNP 4%

Le Roux concedes that the NNP may lose
some white support to the DP, but imsists the
NNP is picking up "substantial new support
among coloured voters™ In 1994 the
coloured vote — about 300 008 — was split
evenly between the NNP and the ANC

“Ihe marn reason coloured voters are dis-
illustoned with the ANC is the wadespread
poverty, and that as we know, 15 the result of
the unemployment " he says Coloureds also
see the provincial government s pollcies “as
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The DP says it can Increase 1ts share irom
1,2% to 10% Opinion '99 acknowledges that
DP support has grown substantially, but
onlyto 4%

The Pan Alncamst Congress, Inkatha
Freedom Party, Alrican Chrishian Democrat-
1c Party and Freedom Front will not win more
than [ % each, the poll predicts

. Trollip says the best-case scenario [or the
opposition 1s a UDM tally of between 10%
and 15% the DP taking 10% and the rest of
the opposition another 10% -

{f the combined opposition can win close
to 30%, they can make a case for chainng
some of the standing committees in the
provincial legistature

“Then we can begin to talk about mean-
imgful change,” Trollip says "Then we can,
hold the government more accountable,™

—

problem has been tardiness of implemegjt
tion™, Trollip says “It has not happened ™

water and electricity, “our fundamefit§l
Stofile commented on the province's @i

neglect in a speech prepared for the Umip s
Freedom Day rally but for some reaso -t%
not deliver this partto hisaudience 4% 4 %
“This region exemplfies the magmiudf o
our challenge as we move towards the
lennium The extent of neglect here exc
all comprehension " was what he was
ming to tefl the 30 000-strongcrowd -
“A start has been made, but ther
ahead is still long and arduous Anyone
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After five sobenng years of rule uﬂ..m

Eastern Cape the ANC 15 taking a cautigu

line on what its next term can achieve .
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Nehawu calls Eastern Ca

FrRANK NXUMALO

LABOUR EDITOR

Johannesburg — The National Educa-
tion Health and Allieqd Workers’ Union
(Nehawu) would march to Bisho 11 the
eastern Cape tomorrow as part of a
planned mass action to force the
provincial admiistration to linple-
ment public service salary agreements
and arbitration awards by the Com-
mission for Conciliation, Med:ation
and Arbitration (CCMA), the union
sald at the weekend o

Nehawu, said the CCMA had handed
down arbitrations In favour of the
Union 1n January to the effect that th
brovinecial government hag to pa
rank and leg promotions montes due

to 10 000 Nehawu members smce 109
“The awards were given to the

trade union parties to

the Eastern

Q

Cape provineial barganing couneil for N\
the public service on January 28 1
after a dispute relating to the failure of
the provincial government to impl

ment the salary decision
In the public service cen

Fikile Majola, genera] secretary of ng chambar In, 18v5

agreed upo
tral bargamn
¥y
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U march would be the man one
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wu 1s left with no option but
to seek alternative reljef A number of

e{)\options are beme Iooked at, including
\Erh; posstbility of filing for legal relief

m the labour conrt
“Our national offjce bearers, n
EIr meeting today, decided on g pro-
gramme of action, which wil begin

with a rolhng mass action on Tuesday, |

ay 1119993,” Majola said,

Majola said a series of marches
had been planned across the provines,
especially m the centres of Bisho, Um-
tata and Port Elizabeth, "Fhe Bisho
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Eastern Om@o S o_ooﬁo&_ boss hopes for

David m_ﬁ.cmm
i

EAST LONDON — mmmmn on _.mﬁn._.ﬂm of a high
voter turnout mm many parts of the Eastern
Cape by mid-afternoon yesterday, a figure of
70%-75% was possible, the provincial electoral
officer said last mght

Chief electoral officer Bongan: Finca -ex-
pressed satisfaction at thé absen’ce of any “se-
nous problems” at the province’s more than
2 300 voting stations

However, Finca nmﬁ_ﬂnma early last might
that the voting process still had to enter the
“sensitive stage of counting” when polling
booths closed officially at 9pm :
. Amd reports that some stations m .rural
parts of the Transke: had not opened by 3pm,

%

" tinued late into the mght Many of the stations

ﬂNmeu

the Independent Electoral Commission said
voters still queuing at 9pm would, under the
Electoral Act, be allowed to vote

If necessary, candles and gas lamps would
be used at polling stations where voting con-

Finca said this saddened him Whnie 1t had
been acceptable during SA’s first democratic
.election in 1994, 1t was not acceptable now
*  Besides the later arrival of voting matenal,
including ballots, Finca said some stations ran
out of certain material In some cases extra ma-
terial had to be sent in by helicopter Seven air
force and police helicopters were on standby
inthe province yesterday -
Finca had a special word of praise for the
various political parties 1n the province who,
he said, had displayed “a very high degree of
_un.:cnm_ tolerance” yesterday
« There had been fears that viclence could
erupt, particularly between supporters:of the
African National Congress (ANC) and the Unit-
ed Democraticc Movement (UDM), but this had

-

in the rural parts of the Eastern: Cape do not
have electricity

Finca said he was “niot aware of any voting
stations 1n the province that failed to open ™ He
was critical though of the fact that many voting
stations 1n the Eastern Cape did not open on
time ’

A snap survey of voting stations outside the -
East London area found that most opened an
hour or two late due to “logistical problems”,
presiding officers said H
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not happene — :

~ , Johan Malherbe, UDM provincial
mﬁnwmmﬁmn and CEOQO, saxd most of the “mncr-
dents” encountered at polling stations n zﬁ
province were of “alocal nature” -

. Theseincluded

O Presiding officers who “influenced” voters
mto voting for aspecific party,

O Mmor mcidents of “mmtiridation” by party
acthivists, especially at taxi ranks near voting
stations, and,

) The failure of presiding officers to record
the names of voters who were registered at a
station, but whose names did not appear on the
voters roll While the voters were allowed to
vote, the absence of any record of their names
meant the counting would not be reconciled

-
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turnout |




Cosatu 0 ﬁght

DM’s growth
Hfgl;tgema 'ltzkyqq : | (QBZ’B)

THE Congress of SA Trade Unions' (Cosatu)
plans to mtensify its efforts to'mobilise sup-
port for the African National Congress (ANC)
i the Eastern Cape ahead of the election, 1n
'recogmtion of a rnising threat by the Umted
Democratic Movement (UDM) -

Cosatu said .yesterday that spec:al atten-
tion, would be given to the Eastern Cape as
npmmn polls were increasingly indicating
that a significant number of peuple might
vote for the UDM

¢ This mitiative forms part of the federa-
tion’s election campaign which was dis-

mussecl at a two-day executive committee
meetmg this week The committee resolved
tp make available large numbers of person-
nel from Cosatu’s head office and its affihates
to assist in the campaign = :

* Cosatu has already raised- about R1,6m
ffom atfihates for the campaign This was 1
hine with a resolution adopted last year that
atfihates would contribute R1 per wurker for
voter education and a voluntary R1 per wurk—
er to go directly to the ANC

Cosatu general secretary Mbhizima
Shilowa — who together with second*ice-
president Peter Malepe will cotordinate’ the
campaign — saxd almost all aifilates had
contributed fully to the campaign

It 15 believed that divisions exist in unions
such as finance union Sasbo over the cam-
paign Shilowa said the federation did not
want to exaggerate the: presence of those
who did not supportthe ANC

The UDM, led by former Transke: leader
Bantu Hulﬂmlsa said 1t was not surprised by
Cosatu’s announcement that 1t would con-
centrate its efforts 1n the Eastern Cape

The ANC would not be drawn on the 1ssue
but said it would not focus on one province

Cosatu refused to comment on possible
co-operation between .the ANC and the
Inkatha Freedﬂm Par ty ahead of the poll, say-
mg the matter had nnt been discussed
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