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die dag toe hulle na
$ ferwy!

_Uﬁmx KOTZE en m_ﬁ vrou, Ida
Australié vertrek het Dirk hou
Jasmin by haar ma sit

vir Connie va

Dirk Kotze, wat ses
Jaar gelede saam met
sy bruin vrou, Ida, en
hul twee kinders uit-
gewyk het Australie
toe om daar ’n nuwe
lewe sonder vervol-
ging en smaad te
begin, wil Kersfees
vir sy moeder, mev.
Connie Saayman, 55,
boervrou van Ceres,
kom kuier.

Mev Saayman vertel
haar seun was maar 28
jaar oud tee hy uit Suid-
Afrika padgegee het Sy
vertel ook van die leed en
verdriet wat sy huwelik
met die Kleurlingmeisie
van die Paarl in haar huis
gebring het toe Dirk se
vader, nou al oorlede, sy
seun die huis wou belet en
hom wou onterf het

»Maar nou n4 ses jaar
kry ek dalk my heel Zroot-
Ste Kersgeskenk — ’p
Kuier van my seun Ek
weet nie eens meer hoe hy
na ses jaar lyk me Ek

wens so hy en Ida en huyl
kinders kon terugkom
Suid-Afrika toe

»Is dit dan nog nie
moonthhk nile, meneer?”
yra sy vandeesweek aan
RAPPORT ,Mag hulle
dan nie maar weer hier
kom woon nie? Is daar dan
nie 'n bietjie genade nie”
Ek verlang ontsettend
bare na my kinders!'”

Mev Saayman kan nog
elke oomblik van daardie
hartseer-afskerd in Mez
1974 1n Tafelbaal se hawe
onthou toe Dirk, Ida en
hul twee kinders, Jasmin
en Connie, met’'n Italiaan-
se skip Australie toe ver-
trek het. Dis daardie dag
dat sy besef het hoe groot
die tol 1s wat liefde oor
die kleurgrens eis Ida se
ma het net stilweg gevra:
,, Waarvoor maak 'n mens
jou kinders groot?”

1
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DIE blonde boerseun,
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Dirk se seun Chris, 12, wit
Sy eerste huwelik, wat sy
grootmaak ,,Ek wil hé hy
moet saam met sy pa
Australie toe Hy hoort
ook daar Dis sy pa”

Dis daardie eerste hu-
welik wat 'n mislukking
was, het Dirk destyds ver-
tel Hy was nog noot
skaam dat hy met 'n bruin
vrou getrou het nie. Hy en
Ida, 'n meisie van de
Paarl af, het mekaar vier
Jaar voor hul vertrek na
Australie ontmoet Hy was
dadelik lef vir haar

IDie brum melisie was
aanvanklik verwonderd
dat hy soveel vir haar
omgee ,,0Ons was al ver-
loof toe ek partykeer nog
amper vir hom meneer
gesé het,” het sy toe
vertel

Hul hefde het hulle na
die destydse Lourenco
Marques laat uitwyk, waar
hulle volgens die Moslem-
wet getroud is. Dirk het
aansoek gedoen om as
Kleurling geklassifiseer
te word, maar dit het nie
geslaag nie. Ultemndelik
het hulle besluit om na
Australié te verhuis

Dis van daar af dat Dirk
Hou aan sy ma laat weet
het. ,Ek verlang Ek wil
terugkom, maar wat help
dit — mm kan mos nie
sonder my Ida terugkom
mie En wat van my kin-
ders? Hulle 1s nou al so
mooi groot Maar ek hoop
om Kersfees daar by ma te
wees ”

Sy sé Dirk het onlangs
geskryf dat hy hom nou as
haarkapper wil bekwaam
Hy wil graag terugkom,
maar hy weet nie of dit
hier vir hom net so beta-
lend soos in Australig
gaan wees nie

n»Maar hoe dit ook al sy
— ek het sy huwelik aan-
vaar Ek het geen kwade
gevoelens nie — anders as™

AITIChY s —1 . -

baie gelukkig in Australié
is, .maar sy hart hoort
darem hier m Sud-

»Dis my Nuwejaarswens
dat ek net weer my Dirkie
wmm.,. sien,” sé sy

Sy sé Dirk skryf dat _dn Afrika

{TERBLANCHE

kom — hy 15 s0 'n wonder-
like kind,” sé sy
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Sneaks In t grass W’*’H

a'afa P
IT was a welcome assurance that

came from the Department
of the Interior—that it will not
react to “sneaks” who call for the
reclassificatio.. of a third person.
In fact there used to be a provi-
sion in the Population Registra-
tion Act — as 1t 1s now called ~—
for people to apply for the re-
classification of somebody they
suspected was not “the right”
colour. This led to people being
removed from neighbourhoods
and banished to other areas It
brought about a situation which
was at least reminiscent of the
betrayal of Jews in nazi-occupied
FEurope.

The Department has assured
The Star in writing that it does
not act on such complaints today.

But such a state of affairs
still operates in other fields,
There were recent incidents in

= i N —

which neighbours tattled to the
Group Areas authorities about
coloured and Indian families

living in white areas. It was a
particularly cruel business consi-
dering the families had nowhere
else to Iive and were perfectly
respectable people

Another aggravating example
of the power of sneaks in our
soclety 1s of anonymous people
who fancy their morals have
been offended Our soclety is
filled with “old ladies” of both
Sexes wWho can bring about the
banning or suspension of any
form of publication for, often
enough, the most frivolous rea-
sons Bearing in mnd South
Africa seems to be moving into
2 more tolerant era, society's
sneaks should all get the official.
brush-off.
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The cost to the €O
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The RevID Morkel; head
of the Calvimist Church of

gouth Africa,
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several aspects
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Immeorality Act

: @ Mrs H SUZMAN ashed the Minister ' |
Which of the folofPolice ) have a high price

elastics ty of d (a) How many cases of suspected con-
ravention of section 16 of the fmmorality

. d 1

1. jgarettes.  Act were invesugated during the penc
? [E:r] %El £y July 1975 10 30 June 1976 and (b) how

' 0ty Car v many Lhﬂrgﬂs were lﬂld 3% a restit of these
i . E h 0 g D -I a t E‘ 1 ( mve&tlgﬂﬂUHS

i 0 0 » %

R OF POLICE
5. Shoelaces.  TheMINISTERO
(a) 4l7 o

Given two straif Al , the coefficient of
price elasticity ® v« wv puint B (on the same horizontal

Iine as A) is

1. Less than at point A.

2. More than at point A.

3. Egual to that at point A.
4

5

Dependent on the supply curve.
One cannot say.

Price elasticity of supply is defined as
1 ﬁ%/P X G(b?
2. Wopx2¥s
3. “%ax2bp
4. % change in quantity demanded
% change in price

5. GL/p ’(ﬁP/.:m

Given two straight 1line supply schedules, the coefficient of
price elasticity of supply at B {which lies vertically above a) 1is

1. Less than at point A. p |
2. More than at point A,
3. Equal to that at point A. * B
4. One cannot say. | \
5. None of the above. 1
| _ Q/(:
A rise in the price of refrigerator components would probably lead
to

fall in the demand for refrigerators.
rise in the supply of refrigerators.
leftward shift in the supply curve of refrigerators.
rightward shift in the demand curve of refrigerators.
leftward shift in the demand curve of refrigerators.

O B QO PN —=d
= 2= = I= =

Income elasticity of demand is defined as
Yo x 2%y

3 I E Y e
N
P
®
>
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HThere's nuthmﬁ thf 'sfﬁp me,

law but, of course, we wouldn’t be
t able to sleep together,” he said in
Johannesburg ‘yesterday.

: Mr Beetge said he was related to
Mr Gert Beetge, founder member
of the Herstigte Nasionale Party.

-‘il,,l"-Fl" e —t——

 F.And Mr Gert Beefge ¢ -
Said from s Pretoria
.home; “I don't know what's
» gone wrong with Janme, I
" don't.want 16 be assdciated
" with a.scandalous marriage
Sugf!'l as.this” ° %;:’ )
, , Jannie’s friend and: f)art-x
ner, Mr: Steve Haywood,
saiq. yesterday:, “I'll-stand
by Jannie and-Bubbiesland' |
shouild “he ‘have totleave '}
ahﬂbuth*Africa'*I’}l run’ the %
a:g-_f}{}pgmess on my own.- "o ;
R og' A1
. R500 bail 5 |
*ﬁl L \ ] ; Tf ‘J
i';?ja When' the Sunday Times |,
wyisited Mr Beétgen his Jo- |,
+"hannesburg health * studio’
ishe;proudly showed dozens
iffppqtugraphs and’ maga-

T+

.Zine articles of Bubbles.

;> Mr Beetge, 46, and Miss

Mpondo,- ‘23, *, ‘appeared
| briefly in the' Port-'Eliza-
beth' Magistrate’s Court
this week on an allegation
- of attempting to contray-
ene the Immorality Act.’

They were not asked to }'.
plead and,were released on .
bail of R500" each, o

1

b
r

ey “—“-"-H"'
.

; ..-.. - " )
I ey .|.." --E'.'-.i:ii'-’-".";ﬁ"_‘:.ﬁ' 2 f |
“ ] s
I t g S “ -y’ "__};‘ Y f’* .':"! .:-{:;;:5'.. . v L

{ marrying her here under Muslim -

B A
. to W e@,e:? FRAELk NGy
By RENN'E BOTH&{{(::?HJ; - ":*::..#ﬁtﬁ :E%thﬁjhmﬂf::a*:: :::f_;:iiﬂ#;ﬁ X B T
. ROBHUDSON' &3 E::,f;%"*'%}Tﬁ:’:?%‘;guj;j:i{ffi;f;: Ry L
MUSCLEMAN "“Jahnie Beelge: IR SRR NN B
facing an unmorality charge with L O aw?;‘” I
black model Bubbles Mpondo, . [ TT{:‘?“?%}“Q?EEE#‘%
plans to marry her in either FOZEEERR . . . vy W
Swaziland or Botswana when he- SRS Mot et “’;‘:
obtains a divorce from hLis wife. | ‘g, %o Lt 7

—_— |
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| . T L - F‘ I"r].%‘r Eﬂﬁ‘ : f‘ ,r
Bubbles ‘Mpondo . ., from"teaching to"
modelling. — and love.)) . <

e . e

o~ o
Miss Mpondo, | form r
Port Elizabeth ‘schuulteac?]-

8L, 1S mow a mode] in Jo.
hannesburg, - .-

 While reporters ' were
talking fo Mr Beetge the

Igliamnrnus" Bubbles  rished

i d | l

Excuse me, but we.have
to report to the H¥librow
police station,” he said be-
furr—:_ taking her arm and
escorting her tg hig Iuxury

car parked .outsida’ -
= buildmg.x{ - the

)

. However, when' agkeg
| about invitations sent 5 Jo.
hannesburg people'  for

their wedding, -Mr Beetge

iy
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L

\der the “repulsive’ Immor=

GAPE TOWN, — .Theré

[

morecthan 300 charges unyf

ality, Act durmg;the past:
four vears, Mrs Helen Suz:t
man, MP, said ygsterdaﬁﬂ‘*

The ;Minister of Police;”
Mr Jihmy Kruger,” told~
the Assembly yesterdays
that between; July =197%
and June 1976, 417 investi-
gations under Section 16
of the Act:had been: cal*
{ze&.’l out and 316 charges
a1, ‘e

Between July’ 1874  and
Juné 1975; there were 414
imvestigations and 294
charpes, between' July,
1973 and June 1974, there
were 479 ‘'investigations)
and 339 charges, and be-|

" 4ween July 1972 and June?

1973, there- wére 463 1n~-3
vestigations and . hBOB!
charges ' IR ?

Mrs Suzman said. ‘“This
law has ruined lives. The
humiliations . caused Dby
this Act are a sad blot on,
our judicial system.

“Fl}ndamentally, more
and more Nationalist sup-
porters and members’ of
the Dutch' Reformed chur-

ches are questioning the
justification for this law. i}

«gurely 1t 1s time the}
Government scraps this re-|
pulsive and sensationally
racist law,” Mrs Suzman |
said- j j
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JOHANNESBURG ~— The
Minister of Agriculture,
Mr Hendrik Schoeman
last night 1ssued another
challenge to Nationalists
after his controversial
suggestion that the Inh-
moralify and Mixed
Marriages Acts were
hecoming unnecessary.

He urged them to accept
large-scale changes rang-
1hg from the consolidation
of homelands into single
units to mixed rugby at
club level.

‘“Nationalists will
_accept anything as long as

it does not threaten their
identity and these things
don’t do that,”’ r
Schoeman said.

“1 really have strong.

personal ifeelings about
these things. We don’t
need an Immorality Act. We
must be the only country
the world with such an Act.”

Asked to detail further
changes he’ believed
should be made, Mr
Schoeman replied: “The
younger peoiﬂe feel you
don’t need laws for so
many things.”

Mr Schoeman made his
comments after his con-
troversial speech 1n
| Verwoerdburg earlier this
week when he told a
Nationalist rally that the Im-
morality and Mixed
Marriages Acts were becom-
Ing unnecessary.

His statement challeng-
ed one of the ‘most fun-
damental cornerstones of
nationalist policy,

His Transvaal leader, Dr
Connie Mulder, has named
the two Acts as laws the
National party would
“never” repeal.

Earher this year, the
Prime Minister, Mr
Vorster, told a BBC nter-
viewer that'the repeal ot
the Acts “would not work
out.”

Mr

Last
Schoeman cconceded his
views would not “be
well-received by the ma-

night,

jority n the party, but he
explained: “I can’t see
how we can go on like
this ”

He also conceded he was
in a dilmema over “where
you draw the ime ”

“0f course there are
Brublems," he said. “You
ave problems with
things hke power sharing
and so on, but people must
be brought together to .
sort these things out.
Much can be done as long
as the 1dentity of
Natiphalists 1s not

threatened 1n any way.”
Referring to the Im-

morality Act, he said: .

“Look,” I eniploy about
30060 blacks 1n my
business. I work with
these people, They have
no feeling to marry a
white woman.”

He said that as a youth
he swam with 'blacks ‘on
the farm “We even slept
togéther. We don’t need
so many regulafions.’ Mix-
ed rugby at club level has
no problems for me.”

And on the homelands
consoltdation, - Mr
Schoeman said: “I can't
defend"my policy 1f
homelands are merely
scattered, pieces of land.

“This must be put right.
Those areas must be con-
solidated and made
viabie.”

Mr Schoeman emphasis-
ed he was speaking in his
petsonal capacity and
denied he was flying kites
for the Cabinet. — DDC.




seemed to be backing down on his
Nationalists around the country were sp

In a terse statement
following his controver-
s1al declaration that the
Acts had become un-
necessary, Mr Schoeman
said he endorsed the
Cabinet's recent rejection
of the Erika Theron Com-
}nission’s call to repeal the
aws.

He did not derly he had
said the Acts had become
unnenessaﬁ. Nor did he
challenge the accuracy of
press reports on the
matter.

Mr Schoeman said: “I
regret that a cnntmversir
has arisen about my well-
meant reference to the Im-
morality Act.”

He refused to elahorate.

The Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Mr Pik Botha,
said: *‘I say that Mr
Schoeman has touched on
a matter which causes
South Africe incalculable
harm overseas,

fepy personal view is
that the Act concerned is
not necessary for our sur-
vival.”

The best barometer of
Afrikaner student opinion
the Afrikaanse
Studentebond congress

il

being held in Pretoria —
came out with a
resounding No to the
scrapping of the Acts.

Reaction Y
Nationalists on the Borger

was mixed.

The chairman of the
Bonza Bay branch of the
Natioinlal Party, Mr Eddie
Roux, said. ‘‘I agree
wholeheartedly about
scrapping the two Acts

“If they scrap the Im-
morality and Mixed
Marriages Acts, that
doesn’t mean you will
suddenly marry a black —
and my wife agreed that
would not happen ”

Sen Geoff O'Connell
gaid. “The Minister of
Agricutture expressed a
personal opinton.

“Certainly I agree that
there is no material 1n-
chination between black
and white which would
lead to mixed marriages.
But if that was the only
aspect at issue, then 1
would agree the Act would
1ot be necessary.

“‘“However, the ex-
istence of ethnic groups
and their desire to main-
tain their identity places

W -

ister of Agriculture, Mr Schoeman,
plea to scrap the mixed race sex laws,
lit on the issue yesterday.

certain constramts on the
present relationships
between black and white.
And in accordance, in
terms of the Immorality
Act, one would have to ex-
amine the entire spectrui
of the implications this
abohishment would have

“Possibly a commmission
could be appomted to ex-
amine fully these im-
piications.

The National Party MPC
for King, Mr Gavin Clarke,
agreed with Sen
O’Connell.

In Durban, Natal’s
National Party Secretary,
Mr N. Rousseau, said the
Immorality Act was there
to protect Coloured
women — not safeguard
the white man’s 1dentity.

‘T have no strong
feelings about the matter
but if the Immorality Act
was scrapped problems
would arise.

“Men take advantage of
Coloured women and they
are left with illegitimate
children. Court récords
show that mainly
Coloured women are 1n-
volved in Immorality Act
cases, not white women.

“I agree the Acts are not
needed to preserve our
white 1dentity ”

The leader of the
National Party in the
Natal Provincial Council,
Mr Thys van Lingen, said
1t was a great pity laws
had been needed “for such
things ”

“But whether these
Acts should now be
scrapped 1s a matter for
the party congress to
decide ™

The Rt Rev Denis
Hurly, Catholic
Archbishop of Durban,
said that both Acts were
absolutely unnecessary
and 1nasmauch as they are
part and parcel of the
overall apartheird
1deology, I reject them }
outrnght ”

In Pretoria, Rabbi N.
Barnhard said Jewish sex
and marrage laws did not
discriminate on a basis of
colour or race.

Prof Tjaart van der
Walt, newly-appointed
Rector of Potchefstroom
University, said he was
delighted with Mr
Schoeman's call, — DDR-

DDC
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Own Correspondent

PORT ELIZABETH. — A
newspaper report quoting two
Cabmet ministers saying that
South Africa could do without
| the Immorality Act, was
referred to m a Magistrate's
Court here yesterday when
- twQ people were conwvicted
under the act -
The attention of the court
was drawn to the report by
Mr P J Olivier, addressing the
ceurt in mtigation on behaif,
of Samuel Reynolds, 35.
_ Reynolds and Anna Queen

——— s o A — e

- — - —_-

-

were each sentenced to six
months suspended for three
years

Both were first offenders,

The magstrate, Mr J §
Knoesen, said m reply to Mr
Olivier that the courts would
apply the act as long as it was
still on the statute book.

Sergeant J Vermeulen told
the court he was patrolling n
New Brighton at midday on
June 7. He saw the couple
having intercourse in a station
wagon parked mn an open
space belund a stadmum.

r .pf*

In mitigation, Mr Olvier
sard Reynolds was married
and a father of five children.
He was alone in Port
Ehzabeth seekmg work and
had left his famly behind On
that day he was also under the
influenice of liquor

Queen told the court that
she was from a poor famuly
and had four children

Passing 8entence, Mr
Knoesen said that the courts
will continue to apply the law

until it was removed from the
statute book he said Reynolds

— uly

had taken advantage of his
financial position to satisfy his
sexual lust,

TTe————




And as reaction grew,
the man whe started the

i Tumpus,  Mimstep of
" Agricultwie, My, Hendrik
| Schoeman, qualified hig
Rosition by saying that
he endorsed 8 Cabmet
decision which rejected s
recommendation bv the
Erica Theron Commission
that the Immorality Act
repealed,

| Minister
| Affars, AMr, B, B Botha,

however,
firm <tang on the issue,
His persongl view, hoa
said, was that M: Schoe
Man had toucheg on a
matiep Which caused
South Africq, Incalculable
harm oversens,

“I alwaysg

put the

question to mysels What
is necessary for our sur-
Vival and what 15 not”? My
Prreonal view g that the
IS not

Act ronecerned

maintained hig

i spondents

hecessary for
VIV&L”

In Natal yesterds
Neil Rousseay, Natal's
National Party secretary,
Said problems
arise if the Immﬁrahty
Act wag scrapped,

HIf
the T
Mixedq

Marriages
must go,

“If vou rno longer have |
i Marriages Aet |

a8 Mixed

you must do away with

separate resrdentia] ,.

areas, g5 cornerstone of
Nationa] Party policy.”

they aie part and paree} ;
apartheiq |
I reject them f

0 {the oversjf
1deology,
outright

His view was endorsed

by Preqby'terian, Metho- |
dist ang Jewish leaders, |
Mercury corre. :

throughont |

reported

the country,

The Rov. Sam  Bui

leading Blaclk minister of |

the NGK m
fully Supported
Schoeman’s calj -
Professor Tinart
der Walt,
appointed rectop
Pﬂtchefsfronm
sity,
delighted with

Afrien alep
MR'-

personal capacity,

But an overwhelming |

majority of the &0
dents

Studentebond CONZress
J ﬂhannesburg

S5t

t and the
Act,

= =
_"-—|_\_-__‘_-___

our gur- |
¥ Mr. |

would |

you do away with |
mmorality Act the |
Act

van |
newly |
of the |
- Untver. |
Sald  he  wag
the eall, |
He was Speaking in hig §

at the Afrikagnsa .'

yesterday |
voted in favony of retain. |

Ing the Mixeq Marriages !
Ac Immorality |



The number of prosec-
{1ons In Scufh Africa un-
der section 18 of the
Immorality Act have been
zreatly reduced as attor-
ney generals have been
reluctant to  prosecute
neople because of flimsy
evidence, ,

The Transvaal Attorney
General, Mr J E Nothling,
today commented on
statements by the Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Mr Pik
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Botha, and Mimster of
Agriculture, Mr Hendrik
Schoeman, which started a
new debate on the Imino-
rality and Mixed DMar-
riages Acts this week

Mr Botha said his perso-
nal opimion was that the
laws were “not necessary
for our survival ”

Mr Schoeman said his
view on sex across the
colour line laws were per-
sonal — but amed at

gradually influencing
people fo T7realise these

Iaws were unnecessary.
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- have thought. this, legisla- Woord" efi. Daad;} said,_the
410on was unnecessary 1n :  Government hrad, here
“these timeés and that con- and -in- the " outside’ world,

sideration should be given committed .itself- away.
to 1ts repeal.

@Eﬁ EmnEEEmeFH h _“
260 convictions under the Church leaders, lawyers “There are many discri-
Act, according to "a "and@ others have long minatory - measures that
statement made by the€ - ¢ ealled for the repeal of . have become awmcH_mmw? 1t
EE_mﬁmuammsmﬂnPEu .ﬁwmwwcggﬁaucmﬁﬁmn said.

1 £} (8

" ?:uv... . .

Kruger, 1n Parliament 1n Marriages Act and section The majority: of mem-.
hers of the -Erika Theron.

tween July 1970 and June
1971, but the figure
dropped to 294 -for the -
1974-1975 period.

Last- wvear, there werle

general mm each provice
simply applied the law In
each case. They did this
1n  every criminal case
Tmmorality Acf cases were

Mr Nothhing said only
offices of provincial attor-
neys general and not local
prosecufors had a discre-
tion in deciding whether
to prosecute in Tmimorality not the exception
Act cases He would not comment

When a -charge was -~ on whether there had

brought in terms of the been a marked drop In
such cases over the last

Act, “we scrutinise the

evidence very carefully few vears April, 18 of the Immorality Act

We don’t prosecute people However figures dis- Commenfing on the Last year, «calls fto Commussion,- .appolnted” to:
mvestigate matters ~relat~

vepeal these laws received _ _
support from the influen- mg to the coloured popu-

'41al Afrikasnse Calvinis- “lation, wwﬁ %mmﬂ- recom-,
tiese Beweging The . mended that the two con-
movement’s journal tentious laws be repealed ”

statements made by the
two Cabinet Ministers, Mr
B Mansell, president of
the Transvaal Law

closed m Parhament un-
derline this fact.

A total of 1108 peopie
were charged under sec-

on flimsy evidence. There
must be reasonable
grounds for a prosecu-
tion,” said Mr Nofhling

Offices of attorneys '- tion 16 of the Act be- Society, said- “I would
— - e, L - - - - Foroth
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Mereury {"ﬂrréﬁpnndent

CAPE TOWN — ME.
Hendi il Cchoemian, Min.
ister of Agivultine and
central figure  in the
debate gy tonnding:  his
VIEWS on thie necessity of
the immnrality Aet, said
last mght that he  was
not foiced to retract hig
statement made at g
report - back meeting in
Verwnprdhurg on
Mondavy,

Spealiing  from one of
his farias in the eastern
Transtaal A Schoeman
saiil thete wag no divie

of

SO within the Cabinet
and demed that Rights
wihg elements  Had
demandoed that he issue
a sfatement amounting
to an endotsement of
Government polity,

Mr. Schoeman Bald
that he helleved  hig
words at the meeting
were msintrpreted mts
a call for the repeaj of
the Immoralitvy Act

Clearlvy disturbed by
the subsequent furorg
Mr Schosman sald that
the resuit had been “an

attack on my Afrikanes
skap,”

Mr, SBchoeman said the
Iminorality Aet was not
necessary  for peopla
who knew the country’s
traditions,

Yesterday Mr. R,
Botha, Ministapr “op
Forelgn Affairs, declined
to comment furthey aftey
Mr  Bchoeman's Staten
ment.

Mr  Schoeman said

-afterwards that he wan
disappointed  that Me

Botha remained silent



Group 3:

I'1l ment

presented

Neil Dewa

regional

a politice

Staff Reporter

d \ IMMORALITY Act prose-
evelopmen| cutions for sex across the

“colour line dropped from
1 020 1n 1970 to about 350
in 1976

to work on

tatistical year
Professor enf;i!;ngt hﬁn SJuEe 1;‘;1{,, 1%7%, In the midst of adverse and Natal, except that the
£ 515 of the 1020 charged publicity the charges were reference to intercourse S
often thou} 3% %convicted compared Withdrawn and the then for the purpose of gan
with 260 1n 1976. Mimster of Justice ruled was omitted. 'S
OCCUTrs ver The proportional de- that prosecutions would The former Republics of
crease 1s greater than nave to be cleared with the  Transvaal and Free State ]
early stagd these figures indicate be- Attorney-General m fu-  were then ruled by a Bri-
cause between 1970 and ture. tish admimstration after
20-30 per ¢ 1976 the population grew Contrary to general be- their defeat in the 1899
from 21400000 to more e the legislative origins 1902 Anglo-Boer War. |
Cane T than 26-million of the immorality law are After the formation of
pe Lown N ther measure of the DBritish and mot Afrikaner.  the Union of South Africa
. decline 1s that during the Professor Julius Lewin, in 1910 the Afrikaner na-
startling fl Secade 1960 to 1070 the former professor of Afri- gonalists extended the
| average number of convic- €20 Government at the earljer Bntish laws, 1at
of the Unit§ tions was nearly 390, com- Uniwversity of the Wit The Immorality Act of

pared to the 260 convic-

t1ions last year.

of a virus
The turning point ap-

Excelsior case of March
1971, when prosecution of
several Free State white
men and their alleged
black sexual partners
brought embarrassment to
South Africa.

' watersand, says 1ts origins

go back to 1902 when the
Cape passed a law forbid-

black men and whife wo-
men — but not white men
and black women — for
the “purpose of gamn”.

In 1903 a similar ordr
nance was apphed to the
Transvaal, the Free State

1927 eliminated the dou-

ble standard of the British

laws by forbidding inter- j

ding 1ntercourse between  course between white men §

nipps stressed tha ant}) I:Iack \,'].;:Irmen as welé .
a8 between black men an
of secondary causes of death such as pneumonia and va white women.

In 1950 the Malan Gov-
ernment extended the Act
further by prohihiting sex-
ual Intercourse between
whites and coloureds and |y
Indians as well as white
and : blacks. at

VALID . -

In 1957 the Striydom Go-
vernment made 1t an of-
fence to commit or attempt

. to commit “any immoral
The causes & or indecent act” across the
. colour line The “ymmoral
' or indecent act’™ need not
necessarily be “unlawful
 carnal 1intercourse.”

As the Act stands foday '
people found guilty of con- |

. ' travening s ‘pruwsfmns
am interested in the ecology of estuaries, in particullf.rf:fy%is%ﬁfbmw o 5
vy ' The Act permiis as a

and productivity of estuaries around South Africa. quahdh defence dthe ahiity
75 estuaries from South : of ihe acouseq e reason:
ern Mozambique alon that. he or she had reason-

Thi b g the coasts rable cauaih to IFEHEIE thfe

18 work £ : 'person with whom the otf-

orms & basis for an undeifence was committed was

ecology of these interesting and reproductive systems, -iaégember of bus or her
) : ’ ' A .detailed analysis of
practical applications mostly relating to development ylmmorality Actcases by
Professor Plerre van den

Unt 1] Bergh showed that Afrl-
kaans- and English-speak-

ing whites contraveng the
Act 1 proportion to their

regarded as wasteland areas to be reclaimed or filled iﬁ:ﬁ?@rﬂ‘ n the white con-

pears to have been the

o wr W L

ditions whi

The complications may even involve the central nervou

results. The reasons for the early infection and th

in African conditions, including South African condit

this high mortality 1is almost entirely within the non
population are related to socio-economic conditions -

uthygenic conditions, and malnutrition.

related in any way to ethnic differences of any sort.

My own work in environmental studies is in three main

Southern Angola,

kind or another and regional planning problems.

most parts of the world estuaries and surrounding salt

I_,_-—'—'__'_'_._
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Mercury Correspondent

FL:@NP@NMA ﬁ-op:ﬁeweﬂ report on the abolition of race discrithina- |
tion in South Africa was accepted by the Cabinet in May fast |

ey

vear and is ﬁ::eing implemented step by step, Mr. Louis le Grange, |
h@%p‘ ty Minister of Information an” the Intovior, distierod hovey|

i ol ol Wi gk e Y B

—_— —_— — [ —

—— e e —— —

Questioned about sport

apartheid, Mr. Ile

Grange smd sports clubs
ware free to decide their
membership, No legisia-
fion existed n South
Africa which prohbited
sports ctubs from accept-

mg  White or Black |

members

He knew of about six
clubs 1 Port Elizabeth,
Cape Town, Durban and
Pieteamaritzbmyg which
had members {rom across
the colour Ime.

The Mecury’s Cape
" Town correspondent Says

Cabinet members were
silent vesterday over the

diselosmes by Mr. e

Grange.

Two senior minsters,
Mr. P. W Botha and Mr.
Marais Steyn, refused to
confirm or deny the J<xis-
tenice of stich a bluepnnt

. on the grounds that 10

| had nothing to do with

, their departments

| The Prime Minister

. was unavailable for com-
ment

i The leader of ihe Pro-
messive Reform  Partv,
' Mr Colin BEghn, saxd he
[found 3t suipwsing that

a deputv ununister ke

Mi. le QGramge should

have made the wd-

tement, “which 18 ol
mator irnportance

He added: “1 would
'have expected the sia-
fements to be made by

the Pi1ime Minsrer.”

g b

=

i

1 yesterdsy,

Mr. le Grange refused to disclose the ndmes
of meml-rg of the committee which drew up
the repori, but be said they included Cabinet

ministers and top Govermment officials. They
worked on the report for nearly 18 raonths.

Mr. Je Grange sald the Government svould ot

publish the report nor would it commut {tself to o
fime-table, |

He was hat swarg either that its contents had
heen dizelosed 0 Western governments, pecause it
was Ypurely an internsl affaty.”

adoption of “positive” steps to promote good 1¢lations
between the races in South Africa.

“The rommitiee went to a lot of-trauble preparﬁ'fg*
its report,” smd Mr. le Grange, “It gave the matfor

: deep thought ™

Mr. le Grange prefaced his remarks on the come
mittee’s work by saving that otdinary South Africans,
mmcluding  conservative Government followers, were
“more than peparved” to accept significant changes in
1ace polices,

He said that, for example, in Potchefstreom, which,
he represented in Parliament, the man in the street -~
{he motor mechanie, the clerk, the dominee — was will
ing to acerpt fundamental changes in the Houth Afri-
can way of life, . .

In a recent mierview with a Nationmlist news-
paper, Mr. 1o Grange hsted 38 examples of fhe way in
which South Airiea was eliminating dis¢iimination

Refermng to “ambiguities” in South Afncan policy,
Mr. le Grange admtted that the consequences of the
Government's pohey towards Coloureds and Indians
were not clear vet.

The Government knew what the sifuation wag at
present, hut 1t could not spell out the future for these

4

- —— l population gfups-yet; .

 Theae prt M, I (hange gant, prapnsed both o .é
igiinadon of “negative” apartheid measuies and the
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MORALS ACT CASES |
RIG DECLINE

Mercary Correspondent
SOHANNESBURG —

Prosecutions under the
anti - miscegenat.on s&ec-
tion of the lImn:oraily
Act declined from 1030 at
the start of the 19708 to
gbont 850 in 1976.

Convictions declined
from 515 to 260 over the
gsame period.

The percentage
decrease is greater than
these figures indicate
because the population
grew from 21,4 - milion
in 1970 to more than 26 .
million in 1976.

Another measure of
the decline is the average
number of convictions
during the decade 1860 {o
1970, comrared with the
number of convictions in
1976. The yearly aveiage

L

SN

was nearly 350, com-
pared with' 260 convic
tions last year.

The turning pomt

appears to have been the
¥~ celsicr case of March
1971, with the prosecu-
tion of scveral F.ee Etate
White men and taewr
allezed Black  sexual
partners,

In the midst of advercze
publicity the charges
were withdrawn and a
ruling was given by the
then Minister of Just:ce
that prosecutions wculd
have to be cleared with

the A‘torney - General In
future.

Contrary to general
belief, the legislative or-
ems of the Immorality
law are British and not
Afrmkaner.

Acccrding to Profescsor
Juliuzs Lewmn, former
Profcssor of African
Government at the Um-
versity of the Witwa-
tersrand, 1ts origing go
back to 192 w..n tne
Cape passed a law for
bidding intercourse be-
tween Blactk men and
White women (but not

tish laws.

White men and Black
women) for the “purpose
of gain”

In 18C8 z similar ordl-
nance was applied to the
Transvaas, L..e Orange
Free State and Natal,
except that the reference
to ntercourse for the
purpose of monetary

gain was omitted.

But after the forma.
tion of the Umon of
South Africa im 1910 it
was Afrikaner naticnal-
ists who buit on and
extended the earhier Bri-

T S ey okl

il
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Fear of Morals Act
&Y White wife into 2-year nightmare
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A JOHANNESBUR_G executive, Mr Ken Westall, 29,t |
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charge casts
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has fled the country with a Black woman whom he -

married while living in South Africa.
T —————— T——

He has left behind his former
White wife, their child, another
Black mistress — and a trail of

"dehts

r

Since then he has abandoned his
Black wife, Peggy, m London

. This week the Express pieced
together ‘the astonushing story of
forbidden love m South Africa —
and the mghtmare two years 1t
brought to Mr Westall's former
wife Tom, who lived in terror of
the police arresting him for con-
travening the Immorality Act.

Mr Westall left for London 1n
April with lus new wife, whom he
married secretly in Lesotho. They

+had lived across the colour In

Belgravia, Johannesburg, for
seven months after being wed

The woman, a hairdresser
named Peggy who worked m Hil-
Ibrow, has had her own share of
heartbreak Mr Westall has left
her and she 1s reported o have lost
the child she was expecting

Also left behind 1n this bizarre
love tangle 1s Mrs Tom Westall, s
attractive New Zealand wile, and

their three-year-old-son, Domimic -
_Mrs Westail, who divorced her

husband” last year for’desertion,

refused to-discuss the matter.
Friends of the family-say.Mr

Westall‘resigned his pos{ as news

|M

b - L,

—— o —

By KITT KATZIN

and
CLARE STERN

e O A

editor of the Fmancial Mail earlier
this year Later he withdrew his
I'es]
and without saying goodbye left for
London

He is said to have left man

gnation, took a month’s leave,

)

-

ot

wer i

o

u
i

debts and his former wife 1s battl- -~

mg to make ends meet

She told friends he had told her ﬂ

before departing that his marriage

to Peggy — then pregnant — was
already on the rocks because they

were ‘‘intellectually incom-
patible”

A close friend told the Express

1
-~
-

—

““Tom has suffered two years of .

emotional hell to shield her son,
secure her home, and salvage the
shattered remains of what was a
very happy marriage .

‘‘They had a wonderful
relationship He was a good jour-
nalist and in many ways lived for
his career. She-supported him all
the way down the line as a wife and

_ companion <’ >

“When he first tnlcij her of his
e To Page 5
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By Lester Venter

APARTHEID on Cape
own’s buses is cer-
ainly dymg. But for

the time being it is

refusing to lie down
and finally expire.

Journeys on some of
the city’s main bus
routes yesterday made
this much cleay.

What was also made
clear, though, was that
the limbo of bus apart-
heid is caused as.much
by confusion and years-
nld resistance as by any-
thing else.

Nevertheless, bus
apartheid’s gradual de-
mise was almost unreser-
vedly welcomed by
travellers, particularly
those 1t inconvenienced
most — black people.

— — —_— - —_—

Regular users of buses
on arterial roufes have
noticed 1n past weeks
that ‘mixed’ buses have
made an unheralded ap-
pearance. The routes
concerned are those that
Iink the city with Sea
Point, Bellville and the
southern suburbs as far
as Wynberg

These buses are devoid
of any sighs referring to
race and were previously
those reserved for blacks
only.

For the rest the accus-
tomed system remains —
there are buses exclu-
sively for whites and
‘composite’ buses that
stipulate ‘non-whites -—
upper, whites — lowerl

Conversations on the
buses disclosed that the

—_— e, . e b .. .

position on c¢omposite
buses 35 not quite that
simple. When the upper
1s filled by black passen-

gers, the lower may be
filled — from fhe back.

That’'s where the con-
fusion begins; because,
as an Ispecfor ex-
plained, upper and lower
loading can be super-
vised at the start of the
journey but at stops on
the route, alighting black
passengers Join others
wherever they see them
sitting

There are also routes
that have never been
segregated. !

To add to it, several
black passengers said
they ignored segregation

s1gns as an expression of
their contempt for them.

That's where the resis-
tance comes in.

Many conductors and
drivers, blacks them-
selves, oppose segrega-
tion and turn a blind eye
to those who flaunt the
S12ns.

A white Argus repor-
ter, travelled to Sea
Point ‘sitting upper.’ Hig
fare was taken without 3
murmur.

The conductor said
later he was reluctant to
interfere with people
choosing their seafing,
and did so only when he
though he muight get into
trouble.

On the same route, a
young coloured woman
being interviewed de-

- = “._T e PR L AT
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cided to Tsit lower® in
defiance. She descended
the stairs and found two
elderly coloured women
already there.

The spirited discussion
of bys apartheid that fol-
lowed attracted the -at-
tenfion of other passen-
gers, black and white.

By the time the bus
-reached Adderley Street,
15 black passengers were
defying the signs in-the
lower section.

tThere is still apart
heid, claimed an elderly
coloured woman. ‘The
other might I got on a
bus without signs and an
mspector told me to sit
upstairs.’

A coloured passenget

1 agr - o A

wrr—

said* *‘Being born a South
African myself, a Mus-
iim, there is no such
thing for me as apart-
heid.

‘T have always sat
downstairs and never has
an 1spector had the au-
dacity to ask me to sit
elsewhere.

All the while the
driver banged on his cab
and called out:
whites upper, non-whites
upper.’

He was 1gnored.

An Imnspecior got on
and delivered the same
instruction.

He was ignored.

He tried a compromise.
Those who were here
can stay Those who have

. g -, W . “u e . rly
- oL - [ L -- -

‘non-

TP

ies sl

just got on must go up-
stairs.

Asked the reason fox
this, he said those Who
were there had g0 on
wheh upstairs: was full
(it was not, and he was
not there) and were
therefore entitied to Ie-
main.

This raised a laugh,
but ne  passengers
moved.

The inspector then ad-
mitted defeat, and the
bus continued on 1ts
journey.

Most white passengers
seemed 1 favour of the
relaxation of sepregation.
Many, though, shared a
fear with those who op-
posed it -— they were

1

) N . Lo .. a3 T

" drinking from a bbttle of

want to sit next to:a,
. person like that either). .

L

VK

-’

worried that, if apartheid
was dropped, they would
be exposed to ruifians
and thugs.

people ‘than with -ug-
pleasant whites. =~ - -

. But, they-smd; the

Coloured passengers - > >
readily. agreed mﬁ% the  mam fear was that the
Mmﬁ. .Emn? .,m -real and Em . removal of segregation
erstandable ope «- an was going to subject

An elderly coloured  tack. They also sad
womapn gpid: "The other  yu.ze would be no space

night three African Y o s -
Jaft for whites if ségrega-
women £ot on. One was tion was dropped

gin H bﬁh&ﬁm%ﬂ .&m te Qﬁ_m#
i ’ = Q_H_. M. Hu.unm us m.u..ml

- he thought of 1it, looked-
.about hm and
‘Wverything seems fo be.
in order’ .
A Dblack woman said:
*This 1 much bettep. We

T
Two white men who -
favour retawning apart-
heid on the buses said

At

T a. i N.. " i

3

SR

old people got so tired of \
climbing the stairs! =~
On the- mxed busss,

they would rather s w._h,ﬁ :the upper remained (
with decent coloured *“ empty most of the timé,

until a:drove of colouyed {
teenagers from  Sailt A
River High School boun-

ded upstairs with 2n {
apartheid redson of their ¢
own The ¢ld people sit ‘
downstairs,' they said.

Oh ‘mixed’ buses on ¢

somé routes, black pas- §
- sengers 5ti1l]l pay less A
than whites.

bnnaﬂn_ﬂmﬂaﬂamf
tables, . 69 buses previ-
ously for bhlacks exelu- |
sively but now mixed
itave the city for varius

said: , destinations in the south-

ern suburbs every week-
day.

To Bellville there gre
e1ght every day. |

+
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stoker with the South
African Railway< and an
Mdantsane woman were
feund guilty 1n the
Reglonal Court here
yesterday on a charge of
contraventng the Im-
morality Act

l

Appearing hefore Mr J
H Jordaan, Mr Alfred
Robert Dunn, 25 of Porter
otreet, and Miss Sindiswa
Mdzwi, 20 of NUY, pleaded
not guilts

They were each
sentenced to nine months'
imprisonment, con-
' | dittenally suspended for
three years — DDR

_LW
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Prostitution is here to
stay 1n East London, just

as 1t 1s in any other port 1n
the world

Where there are men
with money there will be
girls and 1t 1s an un-
deniable fact that
prostitution has a par-
ticular attraction when
people 1n poverty can
meet {free-spending
seamen.

It is difficult to stamp
out. The men look for
girls, and vice versa and
authorities who have -a
duty to protect private
government property
such as harbours, find it a
difficult task to contain
the social problem.

At least one city coun-
cillor has reconciled
himself to the fact that
prostitution among all
races is rife in the harbour
areas — that there 1s no
cure

In court

The councillor for ward
one, Mr Robbie de Lange
(jnr) said at a ratepayers’
meeting that nothing
much could be done to
curb prostitution, par-
ticularly in the harbour
areas.

Mr De Lange said that
where there were
seamen, there would be
prostitution.

Mr De Lange said
prostitution in our
dockland was propor-
tionate to the number of

ships in port. The System
Manager of Rallways ana
Harbours for the Eastern
Cape, Mr D M J. Butlet,
commented: “Our Raillway
Police are constantly on
the lookout to stamp out
this practice, and 1n my
short period here I have
learnt there 1s an average
of ten prostitution cases
involving the harbour
brought to court each
month.”

‘“We are doing
everything in our power,
our men cannot be
everywhere at once,” he
added.

A senior spokesman for
the Department of Social
Welfare said “dockland
lolhitas” were definitely a
probiem.

‘“‘But we have no
statistics i this connnec-
tion, although there have
been a few cases brought
to our attention,” he said.

The Child Welfare
Department declined to
comment although girls as
young as 13 are mvolved
in the racket.

Some seamen even pay
the fares for their “girls”
to fly from port to port to
be with them.

All races feature in this
soclal problem.

Some seamen go as far
as to stow away their
lovers in their cabins dur-
ing short coastal trips
paid.

Girls who can earn only
poor money as a servant

4

—

\
or factory employee often

find 1t lucrative, earning
up to R50 a night

There are the obvious .

hazards

A 20-year-old was
thrown off a ship 1n East
London harbour by
drunken sailors, breaking
her leg in the process.

" Taxis

The harbour prostitu-
tion racket 1s not himited
to female prostitutes

Transvestites and
homosexuals are an es-
tablished entity in the
life of visiting seamen.

Tax1 drivers are the
main link between
1tinerant seamen and local
“professionals”.

One taxi driver told me
that the usual tip for
lining-up a prostitute for a
seaman was R10 over
above the taxi fare.

Prostitution is attacked
1n a number of ways under
the Police Offences Act
and the Immorality Act

_ Under the Police Act it
is 1llegal for prostitutes to
loiter 1n publie places.

The Immorality Act
adds that 1t 1s a crime to
enfice , 1n a public place
for immoral purposes.

And of course, women
can be prosecitted for be-
ing oh government

property.

——
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Race-change mother
1S defying law to keep

her family together .

AEFTER a marriage of
nearly three decades, a
middie-aged Durban cou-
ple have finally lost a 15-
year battle to prevent
their family being broken
up by the race laws.

Ry WIM VAN VOLSEM

Classification Act, the Mix-
ed Marriages Act, the Im-
morality Act, and the Group
Areas Act, the wife has had
to leave her home and the
chuldren their schools.

il

Despite representations,
Deputy Interior Mimster Mr
Louis le Grange has turned
down requests to have the
mother’s classification as a
Coloured set aside
* But the family members,

‘who have pleaded not to be

identified, are determined to
o on leading a normal life
espite breaking the law by
being together.

Their best friends,
neighbours, and relatives
were,unaware of the threat
hanging over the family
since the early 1960s when
the wife was deglared
Coloured, although until then
she had lived as a White.

The apparent reason for
her classification was that
her grandmother was born
in Mauritius,

The tragic history of the
race wrangle could now lead
to the family’s complete up-
rooting and heartbreaking
decisions about the children.

The case was taken up n

Parliament this week by Mr -

Harry Pitman, Durban
North’s PRP MP
Later, Mr Pitman told me

§| he had gone fo see Mr Le

Grange on behalf of the
family, but was told: “I do
not see my way clear to
changing the classification,”

The woman was born In
Durban of White parents
who had the vote, grew up
with Whites, and went to a
White school. Her father
worked for 44 vears on the
railways.

When she was 20 she met
her future husband, an ex-

_serviceman, at a party. He

1S also White. They started
-going out, fell in love, and
married 1n 1950

They settled 1n the middle-
class suburb, of Durban

| North,- where all their

cliildren went to White
schools. The couple lived as
any other White family in
Durban North.

Then, 15 years ago, the
womarn-received a new 1den-
tity card. To her shock and
disbelief she had .been re-
classified Coloured.

She notified her lawyers,
who established that the

mother was a Mauritian.
They re-classified her
children as well.
__Her marriage was deemed
illegal 1n terms of the Mixed
Marriages Act, and the
children were told to attend
Coloured schools
She and her children were
told to leave the house and

move to a Coloured area.
Sex with her former husband

was forbidden in terms of
the Immorality Act.

She decided to appeal, but
was too late, So her case was

taken up by Mr Pitman, who
knows her personally,

Mr Pitman said in Parlia:
ment; “This now Coloured
lady was in fact married to
her husband by the almighty
God, the same almighty God
to whom we dedicate
ourselves every day in’this
House. 4

“We all know that it is the
almighty God’s word that
this Coloured lady must live
to%fther with her hushand
until death parts them —
those are His words. Ac-
cording to the laws of this
Government, namely the
Mixed Marriages Act and
the Immworality Act, which it
refuses- to abolish, she is
commitfing a criminal of-
fence every day.

“Of course she cannot
obey the law of God and the
laws of this Government at
the same time. I want to ask
the Minister of Coloured

Relations one simple ques-
tion: must this lady defy the

law of God or must she defy
the laws of this

Government?’’

Department of the Interior |

had traced her familv tree



Andrew Ruiters, the 19-month-old baby who has been
classified Bantu while his parents and two brothers
have be?n classified Coloured.

g

-

EAST LONDON — A
father fears South Africa’s
race classification laws
may separate him from his
19-month-old son while
another father hves 1n
hope that he can one day
se]l]l his trade as a
bricklayer anywhere in
South Africa |

l
“Mr Solly Ruiters fears
that his son Andrew, may
one day be separated from
his mother, Norma, and
his brothers, Derric, 8, and
Marjo 4, because they are
Coloured and Andrew 1s

classified Bantu.

*“It 1s very hard for us to
Lkve with this uncertain-
ty,” Mr Ruiters, who 1s un-
employed and sells
vegetables to eek out a
hving to pay for his R10 a
month two-bedroomed
hm:ise in Dalinyebo Street,
sdl ;

“These pedple cause us
unnecesw¥{ hardships,”
he said refer
Governmenf “I was born
and raised in Duncan
Village, my mother was a
black woman and [ lived
with blackstall my:life, *
he said. “I don't object to
being classified anything,
but my fear is that my son
‘I&ﬂll run mtu%prnblems one

ay-'ﬂ

-For the Adams family, 1t,

1s a lonely existence in
their two-bedroomed R7 a
month home in Zone 8,
Mdantsane ‘where they
have been hiving for five
years |

ring to the'

“We never go out and
we have no friends,” Mr
Adams said *‘This 1s large-
ly because we speak very
little Xhosa

Mr Adams, a member of
the Nederduitse
Gereformeerde Sen-
dingskerk m Afrika, said
even his church-going has
been affected by his
classification

“1 attend church in
Mdantsane but at first 1
could not understand the
Xhosa service and could
not join 1n the hymns But
I'm learning the hymns
now and I'm starting to
understand the services,
but ] still read’ my
Afrikaans Bible at home ’

But the most difficult
thing is that I cannot vis)t
my people or my wife’s
people in Worcester:
without getting a permit
and although we speak
Afrikaans at home, my
children are taught Xhosa
in School. “The children
who do not go to school
now speak a mixture of
Xhosa and Afrikaans.”

But Mr Adams 15 lucky
he still earns Coloured
wages as a bricklayer. He
earns R1,70 an hour and
would have earned a third
of .that if he got “Bantu” |
wages.

“I’'ll never use that pass
book and if I don’t 'iet-
things right, I'll Jeave this
country for somewhere I
can get a place in the sun
and live decently,” Mr
Adams said. — DDR
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: How, in the second half of 1977, can
". anybody still defend a pqlitical
3 system which keeps on the statute
-_w books a law that causes such suffering
: as race classification? As we revealed

_ﬂ, on Saturday, three Border families

; have become entangled with this im-

3 moral law* they must suffer because

{ of the racial prejudices of far-away

; politicians.

The 19-month-old son of Mr and Mrs
Solly Ruiters is classified “Bantu”
while they are classified “Coloured’;
Mr Michael Adams has had to move
from the Western Cape to Mdaritsane
to practise his trade because although
he has been recognised as “Coloured”
his pass book identifies him as “South
Sotho”; and Mr Joseph Michael, three
brothers and two sisters have all been
classified ‘“Bantu’” although thelr
father has a “Coloured” identity card. -

What is the point of all this
needless classification, this fitting
jirto neat racial categories dreamed
up by unrepresentative politicians?
Are people not just people? Unfor-
tunately, the answer in South Africa
must be No. The whole society 1s
geared to a sick system which iden-
tifies power and privilege with a
white skin. As pigmentation grows
‘darker power and privilege 1s
diminished.

It is, in other words, racialisin at its
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worst And the system of race
classification is still taking place near-
iy three years after Mr Pik Botha
solemnly pledged that his Govern-
ment was committed to moving away
from racial discrimination. Mr Botha
should try talking to the Ruiters,
Adams and Michael famihies. Perhaps
then he would understand why both
inside and outside the country his no-
ble sentiments are greeted with
cynical scepticism.

Perhaps Mr Botha and Dr Mulder,
who as Mimnister of the Interior is
responsible for race classification,
would care to visit East London
sometime at their convenience and
explain to the Ruiters, Adams and
Michael famihies just how the Govern-
ment is moving away from racial dis-
crimination. It would be an instruc-
tive experience for all concerned. Or
perhaps Mr Botha could return to the
United Nations Security Council to
explain to the assembled am-
bassadors how the maintenance of
race classification squares with his
pledge that racial discrimination can-
not be defended.

Race classification was an abomina-
tion when it was mtroduced. It is an
abomination today — but more so
when it directly contradicts Govern-
ment policy so clearly laid down by
Mr Botha nearly three years ago.
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