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EMERGENCY DETAINEE
No child’s pla

Launching its “Free Children\Cas
last Friday, the Black Sash stated: “That
children can be detained and held in prison
— like adults — under severe conditions
without any special protection, is cause for
deep shame and a blot on a country and a
people who profess to be civilised.”

The campaign is aimed at urging the au-
thorities to heed the Child Care Act by
releasing all detained children, who range in
age from 12 to 18.

The civil rights organisation estimates
that 8 000 children have been held since the
present emergency began on June 12, This is
significantly more than the 2 016 detained in
fast year’s emergency. In 1982, eight child-
ren were held under the Internal Security
Act, and nine were held in 1984, Statistics
have been drawn from reports compiled
mainly by the Detainees Parents’ Support
Committee (DPSC) and the Progressive
Federal Party’s Unrest Monitoring Group.

In terms of the Child Care Act, a child is
anyone under the age of 18. The Act calls for
places of safety for convicted children, and
specifies that convicted children in prison
should not come into contact with adult
prisoners. However, there is no such provi-
sion for children in emergency detention who
are not covered by the Act.

Ethel Walt, Transvaal president of the
Black Sash, explains that organisations sup-
porting the campaign include the Union of
Jewish Women, Women for Peace, the
DPSC, United Democratic Front, Child
Welfare, Lawyers® for Human Rights, Con-
cerned Social Workers and the Committee of
Concern for Children.

Christmas is the target date by which the

s(

The FM has been edited to comply
with the emergency regulations, In-
formation may therefore be distorted,
incomplete and misleading.

Black Sash hopes to have all children in
emergency detention released. “If we don't
succeed by then, we won't stop trying. Child-
ren belong at home, not in jail,” says Walt.

Rehabilitation

Adds former Black Sash president Joyce
Harris: “Some of these children in detention
may well be guiity of vandalism or stoning or
burning or worse. Sadly, such acts occur.
However, their guilt, if any, must be proven |
and not assumed. They must be charged in a
court of law, and under the protection all
civilised communities provide for their child-
ren. If they are found guilty, they must be
placed in institutions which cater specifically
for the needs of children. From there, they
can emerge rehabilitated and hopefulily into
a reformed society which will no longer bru-
talise them. They must be rehabilitated and
should not be in jail.”

The National Medical and Dental Associ-
ation (Namda), an alternative professional
organisation to the Medical Association of
SA, views detention as psychologically
harmful to children as they are often subject-
ed to violence and abuse and are separated
from families, friends and schools. It says
that cut off from sources of support, they
have to face the rigours of imprisonment
alone; they can no longer play, exercise nor-
mally or interact socially.

“But the psychological effects vary de-
pending on the age of the child and the type
of child, his/her background and the specific
nature of the detention experience. Many
children develop disabling psychological

)

detained

Black Sash's Harris ...
children should be protected

symptoms like lack of sleep, concentration
and inability to mix with other people; some
become withdrawn, depressed and even have
suicidal thoughts,” says Namda.

Other, less obvious, effects detention can
cause, Namda adds, include loss of faith and
trust in adults, authoritiy, their friends and
associates, and distortion and deformation of
personality development.
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Dispatch Reporter
GRAHAMSTOWN — The
East Cape regional con-
ference of the Black
Sash has called for the
lifting of the state of
emergency and the un-
conditional release of
all detainees and politi-
cal prisoners.

A resolution passed at
‘the conference here
stated that many of the
small number of detai-
nees released, including

detainees

members of the Black
Sash, had been served
with restriction orders.

The resolution said
these restrictions
“strike yet another blow
at our fundamental
rights of freedom of as-
sociation. and that
over the years the state
has eroded alarmingly
the rights of organisa-
tions to operate in their

‘ppposition to govern-

ment policy”,
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The conference, at-
tended by the national
president of the Black
Sash, Mrs Mary Burton,
drew delegates from
Port Elizabeth, East
London and several
other tpwns in the area.

Delegates viewed with
concern the fact that
five months had passed
since the promulgation
of the state of emer-
gency and that thou-
sands of people re-
mained in detention.
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people care

REHANA ROSSOUW

Staff Reporter

FOR hundreds of homeless,
jobless people who stream
through their offices daily, the
Black Sash is a reminder that
there are white people who
care about the injustices in
South African society.

Formed in 1955 to protest
against the removal. of col-
oured people from the corhimon
voters’ roll, the Black Sash is
best known for its advice of-
fices which help black people
who are experiencing difficulty
with discriminatory laws. -

. The first advice office start-
ed i in Cape Town in 1958 and of-
fices now operate in Johannes-
burg, Durban, Maritzburg, Port
Elizabeth and Grahamstown.

Successes

Athough most advice office
work is unseen and unsung it

has, on occasion, had some sig--

nificant successes.

One was the cagse of Mehlolo
Tom Rikhoto, brought to the
Supreme Court by the Black
Sash, which affirmed the right
of about 60 000 annual contract
workers to permanent urban
residence.

Early every morning, the
front stoep of the Mowbray ad-
vice office is lined with people
waiting for assistance with
their problems.

“We see about 300 pEOple a
month, some days we can hard-
ly keep up with the load, and
others we sit around tw1dd1mg
our thumbs,” says Sue Joynt,
organiser of the advice office.

Team effort

There are five full-time
workers employed by the of-
fice, and three volunteers, en-

gaged for their commumty ex-’

perience and language skills,
help out.

“We handle each case as a
team effort. We all throw our-
selves into the fray, and a nor-
mal case would involve hours
of follow-up work,” says Mrs
Joynt. .

“We never turn someone
away, saying we can’'t do any-
thing for them. If we can't han-

other agenc1es who can a531st
themn.” J

“The kinds of problems ‘we
are faced with have changed
significantly. We no longer
have as many people coming to
see us about influx control re-
lated problems, but more la-
bour related issues,” says Mrs
Joynt.

And the political work of the
Black Sash continues. Member-
ship of the organisation now
numbers 1500 throughout the
country.

Most members are white, up-
per-middle class women al-
though the organisation has
been open to women of all
races since 1963,

The Black Sash sees their
role as a political pressure
group, publicising information
to pressure for change in South
Africa.

Forms of protest include
deputations and appeals to
Cabinet Ministers, letters to
the Press, vigils and meetings.

The public image of the Sash
is fostered by their imaginative
use of “stands” — where mem-
bers line the freeways with

placards, condemning unjust

laws.

Face abuse

“Not all our members are
willing to involve themselves
in this form of protest. It takes
a lot of guts to get out there
and face abuse from people
whose ideas clash with ours,”
says Mary Burton, president of
the Black Sash.

The organisation actively
campaigns against detention
without frial and the banning
of individuals, It fights for im-
provements in black family
life, housing, pensions, unern-
ployment payments, work-
men’s compensation and the
migrant labour system.

Committees gather and pub-
licise information about each
problem to pressure for
change.

Since the declaration of the
first state of emergency in July
last year, the Black Sash has
been working with families of
detamees, monitoring and op-
posing detentions and doing
township, relief work.
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Sash calls for
fares subsidy

JOHANNESBURG —
The Transvaal Region of
the Black Sash has
warned that failure by
the Government to
increase bus transport
subsidies to cover the
proposed fare increases
of around 17% on Satur-
day, would create a
rallying point for anger
and opposition among
black communities.

Mrs Ethel Walt,
Transvaal regional
chairman of the Black
Sash, said the Govern-
menf was morally
obliged to pay for the
subsidies as Government
policy had deliberately
distorted population dis-
tribution through legisia-
tion to enforce residen-
tial separation.

She said transport had
been made into a poli-
tical issue because Gov-

forced black people,
whether resident in ur-
ban black townships or
homelands, to live in
places far distant from
employment centres.

The Black Sash, which
has conveyed its under-
standing to Putco of the
fare increase motiva-
tion, has made direct ap-
peals to Putco and the
Minister of Transport,
Mr Hendrik Schoeman,
for the Goverment to ab-
sorhb the fare increase to
black commuters.

The Black Sash said
that Government control
over transportation pre-
vented the operation of a
free market.

Mrs Walt said lack of
competition on heavily
used routes left consum-
ers with little choice of
how to travel and what
they were prepared to
pay. — Sapa
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By FRANZ KRUGER, East L
A CISKEI security swoop in Alice has |§
netted leaders of the United |]
Democratic Front and relatives of
Ciskei President Lennox Sebe, facing |8
opposition from the rest of his family. |

Among those held are believed to be | §
Rev MA Stofile, general secretary of {8
the Border UDF. Stofile, detained and | §
released earlier this year, first came to |
prominence when he played a key role {3
in blocking a planned New Zealand [}
rugby tour of South Africa last year. |§

The president’s brother, Namba |}
Sebe, said his sister, Caroline Hebe, |§
has been deiained in Alice. He said he |{
feared her husband, Chief SM Hebe, |3
who is an MP and chairman of the |#
ruling Ciskei National Independence {§
Party, had also been detained. :

Lawyers for Stofile confirmed he |§
was being held under Section 26 of the 1%
Ciskei National Security Act, along
with a brother, a sister and other UDF
supporters from Alice.

Ciskei police had not responded to a
telexed request for confirmation of up
to eight detentions by the time of ||
going to press.

@ See pages 14-15.




e S e

- Gl r

, October 20 1986

| Site C
| meeting
| not held

Staff Reporter %

"1 A MEETING at Site
Khayelitsha, called by
Mr Mali Hoza, leader of
one of the site camps,
b was postponed yester-
*| day after some of the
groups pulled out be-
cause they said the ven-
ue was not on “neutral
ground”.

The meeting, to which

all interested organiza-
tions were invited, was
| intended to address the
! | problems of social con-
| flict in Khayelitsha be-
tween conservative and
other groups. Mr Hoza is
the leader of the conser-
vative group.
"~ Bishop Patrick Mato-
lengwe, Anglican suffra-
gan bishop of Cape
Town, who was to have
chaired the meeting,
said last night that no
new date or venue had
yet been agreed on. Ne-
<] gotiations were in pro-
gress,

He confirmed that the
Black Sash, Shawco and
the Quakers had pulled
.| out of the meeting. Mr
‘Hoza himself had not at-
tended, he said, but he
sent a message that he
wanted it postponed.
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offer &

By ANDREW -
DONALDSON //C
THE Black Sash hds
turned down an offer ¢
attend a meeting this
afternoon called by the .
“witdoek” leader of
Khayelitsha's Site C, Mr
Mali Hoza, to settle dif-
ferences and discuss al-
legations concerning his
vigilante followers.

Various organizations
who have in recent
months been actively in-
volved in the problems
of the Crossroads and
Khayelitsha communi-
ties — inecluding the
Western Provinee Coun-
cil of Churches, the Red
Cross, Shaweco and
various civie associa-
tions — were invited.

The meeting — the
first of its kind called by
a vigilante leader — has
been welcomed by
various organizations
and was expected fo be
well-attended, an orga-
nizer said yesterday.

However, in a leiter to
Mr Hoza, the regional
chairwoman of the Black
Sash, Mrs Jenny de Tol-
ly, said: “A meeting
called by one group in
an area which is seen by
conflicting groups as en-
emy territory does not
seem to us to offer an
opportunity for open dis-
cussion.”

People who had made
allegations against the
witdoek leader or his
cadres would not feel
able to attend the meet-
ing to voice their con-
cerns or pose their ques-
tions in person. This
could not be done at
“second-hand”,

Mrs De Tolly said,
however, that Mr Hoza's
call for the meeting was
appreciated. “We do not
wish to exclude the pos-
sibility of meeting with
‘you and with other
people concerned.”
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PRETORIA The South‘
-Afriéan Policerhave de-
! nied an “implication’ in |
¢4 Black Sash memorank; .

dum'reledsed this .y
that children’ in d
“tion. in terins ' offithel)
_emergency, regulatwp.s'"-
are’ tortured;: ill:treated .
o brutahsed by secuirity.
foFcés — or that such ae-
thIlS are permitted.
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“If - a statemen%here.»
'.the Police Dn'ec orate-
for ' Public' ~Relations
-ca]led on the Black:Sash
‘to make its: mformatlon' i
available, to. the: police |

gation could be 1nst1—'
tuted p

“Fallmg thlS we w1114

suming ‘this is yet! an-;'
other' attempt tO"dlS-
credit the South Afrm n
Police, an assumptmn" ¥
which is - strengthened‘

plainants’ are not iden-
tified. .

HAs wea' have= -snbufre-

quently stated,’ ﬁyowever, X
a Teaningful . mv‘eshga-:

tion cannot be'instituted
solely on the strength‘of
vague~ allegatwnsw made ‘

so.that a proper mvestl- a1

surely beJusnﬁed m,as-.‘ -

by the fact the ‘com--}
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g J‘JOHANNESB*GRG.' — The Black Sash has
‘; warned against the effects on children of
A alIeged torture by securify forces.

A 33-page “Memorandum on the Suffer-
¥ mg of Children in South Africa” was com-
piled in April this year, when South Africa
.. was not under a state of emergency, but
f only released now,
H

“The ill-treatment ladled out to children
- is a frightening symptom of a disease

which may have already progressed be-

yvond cure,” the memorandum said.

Containing more than 30 statements and

: affidavits from children aged 12 to 18,

adults and witnesses, the Sash document

"* urgently calted for the disciplining of the

, police force, no more detention of chil-
* dren and the abolition of apartheid..

Lawlessness

The Sash’s conclusion stated: “When se-
curity forces are granted indemnity, when
whatever they do appears io receive the
tacit approval of their masters, and when
they themselves show so little respeet for

' the law that they are prepared to abuse
their powers to the extent that they do,

" their victims cannot be expected to re-
spect the law either.

“Thus is an atmosphere of lawlessness
created which can only lead to chaos.”

The police and army, the Sash said, ur-
gently required fundamental retraining in

- attitudes and behaviour.

¢+ The Sash based the memerandum, con-
taining accounts of alleged torture, on
statements made by children, the youngest
a girl of 12.

1t was not a premise of the memorandum
that all the children allegedly abused and
maltreated were innocent of any misdeeds
and there was no doubt that stones were
thrown, arson was committed and people

{ were subjected to the “necklace” treat-
» ment, the Sash said.

Others were “coerced with varymg de-
grees of violence to .participate in boy-
co&ts work stoppages or to join the com-
rades”.

“Most of these deeds are perpetrated by
young people, and it is one of the tragedies
of this country that they are being brutal-
ized in this fashion, and in their turn bru-
talizing others,” the Sash said.

It was, however, a premise that “the kind
of treatment to which children are sub-
jected by the authorities is utterly repre-
hensible, totally unaeceptable and indis-
criminately applied irrespective of any
possible guilt”.

The document said that in February
1986, the Minister of Law and Order, Mr
Louis le Grange, said in Parliament that
2016 children under 16 were detained.
None were released into the custody of
their parents.

Action taken by the South African
Police in unrest from January 1, 1985, to
February 10, 1986, resuited in the deaths
of 209 juveniles, and 703 juveniles were
injured, he said.

® Replying to the memorandum, the SA
Police denied the “implication” that chil-
dren in detention in terms of the emergen-
¢y regulations are tortured, ill-treated or
brutalized by security forces, or that such
actions are permitted.

‘Bid to discredit SAP’

In a statement in Pretoria, the Director-
ate for Public Relations called on the
Black Sash to make its information avail-
able to police so that a proper investiga-
tion could be instituted.

“Failing this we will surely be justified
in assuming this is yet another attempt to
discredit the SA Police, an assumption
which is strengthened by the fact the ‘com-
plainants’ are not identified. ‘

“The SA Police have never shirked their
responsibility when transgressions by
members of the force have been brought to
our attention, in the form of comp!laints by
means of affidavits.

“As we have so frequently stated, how-
ever, a meaningful investigation cannot be
instituted solely on the strength of vague
allegations made to a newspaper.”

protests at
‘of children

The directorate said police found it
“strange’ that the Black Sash had had
statements available since April this year,
but had made no attempt to have these
alleged atrocities investigated.

“It is easy to make vague allegations but
nol so easy to do this in the form of an
affidavit, since these allegations can be
tested against other evidencé.”

Indemnity clause

The directorate said emergency regula-
tion detainees were frequently visited by
various officials, and that visits by legal
representatives and relatives were also in
some instances allowed provided the cor-
rect procedure was adhered to.

“Ample opportunity thus exists for de-
tainees to air their grievances or to lodge
legmmate complaints in the proper man-
ner.’

The allegation that the security forces
were free to act exactly as they wished
because of an indemnity clause was “non-
sense’,

“The indemnity, in ierﬁls of the emer-
gency regulations, was by no means in-
tended to Jegalize unlawful behaviout.”

The directorate said people were not
detained indiscriminately.

“Although many of those detained are
children, they are arrested for very good
reasons "

The Black Sash itself had conceded the
reality of stone-throwing, arson and “neck-
lace” killings

“These deeds are committed, in many
instances. by children, but we defimtely
do not consider this ]ustlf'catlon for any
illegat conduct by security forces and
siress that unlawful behaviour is not toler-
aled or condoned.”

A further observation by the Black Sash
was that none of these children were re-
leased into the custody of their parents.

“We wish Lo point out that at the time the
reasons for detention arose, the children
were in parental custody,” the directorate
said. — Sapa

—




Africa”, compiled by the Black Sash in April when South™ Africa
.was not under a state of emergency but only released now, warns
of the effects on children of alleged torture by security forces.

. The last state of emergency was lifted in February and the
current one imposed in June.

' The Sash said an “unfortunate series of events” delayed publica-
tion. It did not elaborate.

According to the rmemo: “The ill-treatment ladled out to children
is a frightening symptom of a disease which may have already
progressed beyend cure.”

~ The document, containing more than 30 statements and affida-
vits from children aged 12 to 18, adults and witnesses, calls for the
disciplining of the police force, no more detention of children and
‘the abolition of apartheid.

« I concludes: “When security forces are granted indemnity, when
whatever they do appears to receive the tacit approval of their

- . masters and when they themselves show so little respect for the

- law that they are prepared to abuse their powers to the extent that

w—e—

they do, their victims cannot be expected to respect the law either.

o ‘INDISCRIMINATE DETENTION’
“Thus is an atmosphere of lawlessness created which can only

" lead to chaos.

- “Children must no longer be subjected to the behaviour de-

. scribed above (in the document). Neither must anybody.

““Nor must there be a repetition of the indiscriminate detention
of schoolchildren without the protection of the courts.”
¢ The memo did not claim the children allegedly tortured were
innocent — there were stonings, arson and necklacing — but some
were “coerced with varying degrees of violence to participate in
boycotts, work stoppages or to join the ‘comrades’.”
“Most of these deeds are perpetrated by young people. It is one
‘of the tragedies of this country that they are 'being brutalised in
- this fashion and in tHeir turn brutalising others.”

# It was, however, a premise that “the kind of treatment to which

.. children are subjected by the authorites is utterly reprehensible,
- totally unacceptable and indiscriminately applied irrespective of
¢+ any possible guilt”. '

- Children were, the Sash said “intimidated, brutalised, and often
- scared stiff”. — Sapa.-
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JOHANNESBURG — The Black Sash has warned
against the effects on children of alleged torture by
security forces,
+ " A 33-page “Memorandum on the suffering of children
* in South Africa” was eompiled in April when South
Africa was not under a state of emergency but only
released now.
* The last state of emergency was lifted in February
and the current one imposed in June.
“The ill-treatment ladled qut to children is a fright-
* ening symptom of a disease which may have already
i grogressed Peyund care,” according to the memoran-
sutum
Containing more than 30 statements and affidavits
from children aged 12 to 18, adults and witnesses, the
Sash document called urgently for the disciplining of
the police force, no more¢ detention of children and the
abolition of apartheid, *
¢ The Sash based the memorandum, containing
: -accounts of alleged torture, on statements made by
children. Some statements were signed, many
3 unsigned, perhaps for fear of retribution, the Sash said.
It was not a premise of the memorandum that all the

Sash:wirning in tofturémemo

children allegedly abused and maltreated were inno-
cent of any misdeeds. There was no doubt that stones
were thrown, arson was committed and people were
subjected to the “necklace” treatment, the Sash satd.

Others were “coerced with varying degrees of vio-
lence to participate in boycotts, work stoppages or to
join the ‘comrades’ ”.

“Most of these deeds are perpetrated by young
people and it Is one of the tragedies of this country that
they are being brutalised in this fashion and, in their
tarn, brutalising others,” the Sash said.

The Sask said: “Our children are revolting against
years and years of differentiation, discrimination and
oppression.”

The document said that in February, 1986, the Minis-
ter of Law and Order, Mr Louis le Grange, said in
Parliament that 2 016 children under 16 were detained;
none was released into the custody of parents.

Action taken by the South African Police in unrest
from January 1, 1985, to February 10, 1986, resulted in
the deaths of 209 juveniles, and 703 juveniles were
injured, he said, — Sapa
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control OV
still
alive?

Dispatch Correspondent

CAPE TOWN — The abo-
tition of influx control
has made “no differ-
ence” to a large number
of black people in the
Western Cape, and does
not allow freedom of
movement for every-
body, according to the
Black Sash,

In its August report,
the Sash hlghllghts an
incident in which .
woman born in Graaff-
Reinet — who has
worked for many years
in Cape Town — was de-
tained at the border by
Transkei authorities
and sent to jail for nine
days.

This was in spite of
having her reference
book with so-called Sec-
tion 10 rights rights
stamped in it. She
woman had to pay R24
before being freed.

The Sash's Mrs Sue
Joynt said yesterday mi-
grant workers whose fa-
milies lived in Transkei
were regarded as “for-
eigners” and in terms of
the Aliens’ Act they
needed a temporary
residence permit issued
by the Department of
Home Affairs to enter
the country.

If people were ex-
pected to carry some
proof of permanent resi-
dence, “this would be a
negation of the eclaim
that influx control is
abolished, particulary
in the Western Cape,
where many people
carry Transkei or Ciskei
fravel documents™.
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xG‘RAHAMSTOWN A
member of the Albany
.branch of the Black
. Sash, Mrs Priscilla Hall,
was released on Wed:
' ngsday  night  after
_spendmg 78 days in de-
..tenthn under the emer-
gency regulatmns

I

ER T

eléased. from * déien flOIl”’

Mrs'y“I-f:'Mlé 345‘“wh0 is
also a member of the
Grahamstown , -Rural
Committee, was " re-
léeased from an East
London prison with re-
strictions on her move-
ments and involvements
in orgamsatzonal activi-

Sty 1§'| ..'t’

ties,

In a statemenf‘@ester—
day, the Albany ‘Branch
of the Black Sash“ex-
pressed “dehght"L sthat
Mrs Hall, mother of two
chlldren, had been;re-

@ Die)ased '\i‘? Qg

. ~..’:@'.




'HAMBURG — The for_ ‘zause the L1bera1 Inter-

: Q mer president of the -national “is struggling

: Black Sash, Mrs Sheena ,2gainst.a habitual..ten-
Duncan, was awarded dencytomsolvency’
% the':Prize for-Freedom Last year,"the Argen-

by the Liberal-Internat- tine President, Mr Raoul

ional Congress in Hagn- Alf'onsxn, ‘was awarded

~J burgyesterday ~“the “Liberal Internat-
./ The leader of the Brit- .10naI Prize.

ish'. Liberal Party, Mr . Mrs Duncan ‘ said

David Steel, 'presented | South Africa needed

\Fhe prize to Mrs ‘Dunéan “all possible pressure

or her “fight agamst op- from the Western world”
pressmn ‘ m South to foree a-constitutiona]
Africa”. - . —_— kchange that. -would end

Mr SteeI said the'prize " racial: segregatmn Yo
was only symbolic be- Sapa-RNS
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Britain urges

. " The Star Bureau
! LONDON —/The British Gov- =
. ernment has urged the interna-*

' tional business community to 3‘ sinesses which hs
tstep up its efforts to promote ¥ interest in South ATy
i “fundamental political reform”
in South Africa and to help im- % market forces
# stronger force

. prove-the qual\ity of life of
,blacks. "1 ] . i
' Foreign Office Minister for
. African Affairs, Mrs Lynda
; Chalker told a group of busi-
nessmen yesterday:'l hardly
' need to remind you that the
+ more we are seen to back words
" with deeds, the more convinc-

' ingly we shall be able to con-

found the critics.”
In an address to Business In-
ternational — a group of 80

;o ";?‘.

Hri ~the: lar-
ain's positio on South Africa, gest foreign providéysipf jobs in
but emphasised_the rolé of bm- the country” = SEHHN

ad a/financial She urged the forelgs business
0 & % {49¢ 7 community to spé_ﬁd'i,,"}inore on
‘She said Britain hélieved ;. the education andiirygining -of

the Governmen “attaches }
importance o taking positi
measures to advance the pro-
cess of reform”.

“Our guiding principle is to
promote the advancement of

blacks as the prime impetus for -
internal change ... and this is an

area in which government and
business can co-operate.

“The main British subsi-
diaries in South Africa provide

{ apdiidmore to commin

" British and foreign businessmen more than 100 000 jobs for black

Duncan meets UK Mini

i LO N DO' PP:_ c‘e\%\o The Star Bureau S’W’fﬂ-

teran Black Sash campaigner Sheena Dincan has
had talks wiih Foreign Oifice Minister for African Mrs
Lynda Chalker on the situation in South Africa.

Mrs Duncan, a frequent visitor to Britain, had asked et Mrs

* Thatcher, but that was not possible.

» The Foreign Office said the 40-minute meeting was taken up with
a briefing from Mrs Duncan on the situation in the townships.

The Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe met Mrs Duncan, a
former president of the Black Sash, during his visit to South Africa.

ityiprojects

ey mu&lﬁ@%black workers.,:ioq‘,;%’ Htribute

sat-Fand to pay bl I@\E;P'loyees
§ ¢ Tabove the migﬁ'n' ‘%ecom-

ended levels.

he Government’s role was to
streugthen the code of conduct
govergﬁiq?r foreign businesses in

South Africa, to provide lan-
guage traming and student
scholarships 8nd aid for trade

unionists and refugees.

“We in government and busi-
ness alike must leave South
Africans of all communities in
no doubt of our total opposition
to apartheid. .

“We must make clear to the
South African Government that

" change is inevitable and that it
. is in their interest {o promote it

while it can still be achieved
peacefully. ‘

“We must continue to argue
patiently and coherently for
genuvine national dialogue and
against measures which will
lead only te polarisation and
chaos,” Mrs Chalker said.
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Women have a very pow-
erful rote to play in the
Tuture of South Africe
ind it 18 one which they
\ave not really fulfilled
wat, [ .
This was sald by the
national president of
the Black Sash, Mrs
Mary Burton,.on a re-
cent visit to East London
hich formed' part of
er tour "to keep In

uch” with the seven
gions of the organisa-
on. ToaT

Mrs Burton said the
ash had often been
riticlsed for excluding
en from Its ranks bui
he belleved there was a
ced for an ravenue
hich would help
omen play a part,. ' -
El think black women
a

W
W

] a tremendous
sfrength for the the fu-
ture of South Africa and
we're very lucky in the
contacts we have,” Mrs
Burton said. I have
great admiration for .
them and whereas 1
don't believe -women
have any special secrets
1 think there I3 a need
l'olrl lanﬁ)rgmzii‘sntlbn tl&al
will allow m jfo de-
velop.” 'ﬂﬂ”ﬁ-’ﬁ“ﬁf“"‘

Mrs Burton sald there
had been & tremendous
growth in the organisa-
tlon over the past year
and membership now
stood at more than 2 000.
The Sash had become
more active in many re-
gions partly as a resuit
of a growth In mem-
bership and partly as a
result of the state of the
country.

“We are 31 years old
this year and seem io
have come full eircle in
generational terms.
There are lots of new
members with new ldeas
who are pushing for in:
volvement and this Is
quite challenging for us
old tmers," she said
adding that she herself
had been & member for
21 years ¥

Mrs Burton was chalr-
man of the Cape Weat-
etn district before suc-
ceeding Mrs Sheena
Duncan as head of th
Sash in March '

The Argentinian-bern
mother of four sens aged
between 15 and 24 says
she doea not do much
else besides herpwork
for the Black Sash,

“1t takes up’d targe
slice of my tlri:e.",shm
says Jbut- ddds that;she
Addes-lke fo' read#5he

says she recefves a lot of *

support from her family
“despite it being a male-
dominated household™.

A few years ago she
took time off to study for
a BA in English and so- |
ctal
cause she felt a need for
a greater knowledge of
South African hlstory
and Its social compo-
nents .

" from Sheena Dunca

Cominenting on the
East London branch of
the Sash, Mrs Burton
sald it had been dor-
mant for many years but
wa3 now experiencing a
revival of interest as.
wosti happening  every-
where. She attributed
the still fairly low num-
bera, however, to repri-
sals that the Sash ex-
Eerleneed when they

ecame active here,

In May a placard pro-
test at the City Hall pro-
testing against the de-
tention of members of
the Duncan Village
Residents’ Assoclation
was dlarupted 10 min-
utes before the end
when police confiscated
aplacard. * N

“I think people have

Uy VRl
sh:ord

Vs

trained and while many
of the members did have
wonderful skills these
were ot 8 prerequisite,

Matty of the local
members are invoived
with the black com-
munity through their
work and are meeting
regularly and sharing
thelr experiences and
providing a support net-
work and meetlng point
for people who shared
the sBame ideas. Mrs Bur-
ton said out of this more
activities wouid prob-
ably arise.

“Our members are

Vashbecause they

‘Our members are women who
really care and are prepared to
. make exhibitions of themselves

really care.

found that any actlvity

women who really cate

their struggle against
the pass laws.

The offices are recog-
nised as an expert group
among non-blacks of
what the pass laws do to
the raw lives of fxeople.
They became relied on
for accurete Information
and statistics and gov-
ernment officials recog-
nised that when they
sald something it was
usually reliable.

She sald the basic ob-
jectives of the Sash had
not changed They had
always been interested
in justice and parlla-
mentary principles of
democraey

Mrs  Burton sald
people had suggested

inary: women who care

% Mary Burton, an Argentinian-born mother of four son
n as head of the Black Sash. GAYE
during a recent visit to East London.

s, has taken over the reins
TAYLOR interviewed her

othet ways In whieh in.
flux Inte towns will be
curbed,” she said.

She sald the offlces
were now  assessing
what  the new laws
would mean They had
in the past established
important legal pre-
cedents and had a re-
sponsibility to keep
golng

Mrs Burton says she
believes the Sash’s
greatest achievement is
the fact that they have
heen gotng for 31 years
while olher organisa-
tlons have fallen by the
wayslde

The polley of the Sash

‘People often

slightly unusual and eccentric
and particularly unpatriotic,

but exactly the reverse is true.

regard us as

that the advice offices
were no longer necess-

s that of one men one
vote.

. Y 5 E

MARY BURTON.. hope and despair about the
future of South Afrlea.

and despair but when she met some

ary with the changes in

the Black Sash carrles and are prepared to

out brings quite strong make exhibitions of
repercussions tn the themselves because they
form of a right-wing reallycare

.backlash and in some . «“pagple often regard

cases ! anonymous
threats,” Mrs Burton
sald. “It's very hard to
have courage and to

#s as slightly unusual
and eccentric and par-
ticularly unpatriotic,

anihropology be-.*

carry on when every-
. thing you do brings such
raprisalsa especlatly,
when you are such a
small minority." i

She sald it was won-,
derful that there was
now a resurgence of de-
termination to be in-
volved. “And when I
come to ‘the Eastern
Cape I realise how much

. more ¢ourage it does

need to carry on,”

Like many other orga-
nisations the Sash has
been hard hit by.theg
state of emergency and
some members have
been detained The four
members who were still
in detention at the time
of going to press, are all
from the Eastern Cape.

Mrs Burton said it was
marvellous to see the
Black Sash in action in
these circumstances, es-
pecially in small areas
where the detention of
one person made a big
difference and to see
the support they pro-
JFided for families. ‘

Mrs Burton snid it whs
important to convey thal
- members were ordin.

women &nd wete nbl fa-
cesarily

political

but exactly the reverse
is true. Sash women are
deeply committed to
South Africa and to a
better future.”

While the Sash de not
go on recrulting drives
anyone who subscribes
to their aims will be wel-
tome to see whether
they would like to join.
Members are willing to
talk to groups whe ox-
press an interest

When the organisation
was formed in 1955 it
was known as the
Women's Defence of the
Constitution League and
it was a protest al the
packing of the Senate
and the removal of the
franchise from coloured
mett and an ouirage at
the way it was over-
ruled.

It was nicknamed
Black Sash by the press
because members wore
black sashes as a sign of
mourning for the dam-
age 1o the consititution.

The first advice of-
fices, for which the orga-
nisation 1s renowned,
were opened hen

asses for womeny wete
ntpoduced and were
opened specifically to
help black women in

A

the influx control laws
but she said this did not
necessarily mean that
people's  lives were
tnade easier particu-
larty as far as people
whe are not already
resident in towns are
concerned

“It looks to us as if
there are going to be

farming
figure
takes
top
honours

Dordrecht farmer will
ke on three women fi-
lalists in the first nat-
ignal Slimmer of the
ar contest later this

+ month.

43 |1t he doesn’t take that
Fijite, sheep farmer and
ace

horse  breeder
Derek Bireh will be con-
© tent with a bronze

medal in the Comrades
next year.

Over the past six
motiths he has lost a
staggering 38 kg “It'a
amazing how many of my
enemies don't recognise
me anymore,” he said
after winning the East-
ern Cape Slimmer of the

T LANEF R I

“Universal franchise
doesn’'t of Itzelf mean a
just scciety,” says Mrs
Burten, “but you eannot
have justice unless you
have it".

Commenting on the fu-
ture she said llke many
people involved in poli-
tics In South Afriea she
veered between hope

"“We are all very wor-
rled about the extent of
the repression and the
restriclion on free fc-
cess of information. We
belleve people cannot
make informed deci-
slons if they have no
right to hear other

of the wonderful people
in local community or-
ganistons and saw Lhejr
courage and strength in
spite of what was hap-
pening then she Lhinﬁa
there is something to
build on

“If only we could free
people’s energles so that

inions."
peaples eplnion they could be directed
She sald she some- towards building a com-
times became depressed  mon fature.”




THE Black Sash 'is Iaunchmg a ‘massive
‘campaign to . hlghhght then plight of .the
hundreds of: black pecple’ arrested’ dally in
South African cities, for trespassing. .-

1 “*Biack Sash figures' show' that in"1982,
98 307 people werg arrested for trespassmg

" THe fiext year the figure rose to 04 607
3 “On March ‘17 this year, the Law and
Order Minister, in- reply, to a questlon ‘in
Parllament .said the' latestfi‘ igures were not-
ready,” past premdenb Shéena Duncan told-
Caty Press. ol L b

She also pomted out that the Sash was
concerned about the latest figures because
penalties for trespassing’ were increased in

]

1983 under the CriminlLaw Amendmerit

Act " { -

A person found guilty of trcspassmg can* ‘

be-fingd R2 000,0r santenced to two years
lmprlsonment —{or both. ,;}, :

] ‘i Duncéi satd what made trepassmg ases
hard 0} monitor: was that- the: Sash often
heard of ases after the arrested people had’
pald R50 admissior of. gulltxfmes, . -

+SHe said. that inf some cases:inthe south of

ﬂ.]ohannesburg trespa;,ssers had- the - owners
permlssmn to be ther:

0

‘ substantlal number of: irepassing cases came
| from. the Booysens.police station. She could ;
: not gwe a breakdown. of: the trespassmg
cases in the arca Sl
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Edith, 70—plus jdf ns

group working to
lupgrade townshlp

By BARBARA ORPEN
IT°S never toe laie to be
involved. .

That's the, view of Mrs
Edith English, who, in her
“late 70s”, has become in-
volyed in the TB-Huis pro-
ject at Red Location.

Not only does she furi-
ously knit squares for blan-
kets for the destitute people
in the area, she has also
committed herself to work
at the Black Sash Advice
Office twice a week.

“When I phoned up to ask
what I could do, I was asked
to knit squares,

““I'm not really a knitter,
bug I put my needles togeth-
.er, and also asked the ‘Knit-
ting-Bee' group at Park
Towers to help,” she said.

Mrs Enghsh then offered
her services to the Black
Sash Advice Office,

She is one of a group of
people trying to improve
life for those at TB-Huis,
where about 1000 people
live in impoverished condi-
fions,

This week a multi-facet-
ed project aimed at up-
grading conditions in the
TB-Huis area in Red Loca-
tion got underway.

Initiated by members of
the community and assis-
ted by the Black Sash Ad-
vice Office, the project has
involved establishing a
soup kitchen, providing
blankets, clothes and furni-
ture, and drawing up archi-
tectural designs for up-
grading shacks.

The soup kitchen, which
opened last week; is provid-

TRl

Mrs EDITH ENGLISH

ing food for more than 1 000
people.

Members of the Black
Sash and volunteers this
week brought in car-loads
of clothing and blankets
and a minjbus loaded with
furpiture, which was
donated in response to ap-
peals for assistance.

Mrs Rosie Yonke and
Mrs Doris Magi are work-
ing flat out every day from
9am to 4pm preparing soup
for the hungry.

“We even work on Sun-
day, so we don’t have time
to go to church — which is
bad as we need to go,” they
said.

Mrs Leslie Greensmith
and Mrs Cathy Bimnell,
Black Sash Advice Office
workers, said the project
was a pilot scheme, and ‘it
was hoped similar projects
would get underway else-
where,

“We' aiso have plans for
the future, like teaching
,gardening and handeraft
‘skills and establishing a

creche)”

Mr Jackson Mancoko,
who has lived in a small
shack with seven children
in TB-Huis for four years,
said a commitiee had been
formed to organise the dis-
tribution of clothing and
furniture.

. “We want to hold a jum-
ble sale, but we maust first
give provisions to those

- who are really desperate,”

he said.

Mr Manecoko is also
drawing up a list for the
Advice Office of those who
are bedridden and too sick
to get to hospital,

Another aspect of the

project — providing ideas
for the architectural up-
grading of the area — is
being undertaken by a
voluntary commiitee of a
doctor, an architect and
members of the communi-
ty.
. A member-of the com-
mittee, Mr Stuart Douglas,
said the idea was to retain
what was there but upgrade
it.

“The cost of new housing
today is way beyond the
means of the peaple living
here, so we feel it is better
to upgrade and waterproof
the existing shacks, make
provision for a market
place, realign the streets
and make plots out of va-
cant spaces.”

He said the group was
formulating ideas, and
would present the plans to
the Ibhayi Town Coucil as
an alternative to the exist-
ing plans.

—
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TRESPASS ACT (W )

Know your righté

Trespassing is a common crime in SA —
largely affecting blacks. But those who fall
foul of the Trespass Act, which was one of
the great number of laws used surreptitiously
to control the movement of blacks, are not
always aware of their rights.

As a result, an educational campaign is
being launched by the Black Sash to inform
people — some of whom have, in ignorance,
paid admission of guilt fines ~- of their
rights if wrongfully arrested.

According to the law you cannot trespass
in a public place.

However, a number of cases have been :

presented to the Black Sash concerning
blacks who have been arrested while simply
walking down the street. In one case for
example, two people were arrested outside a
police station; they paid an admission of guilt
fine of R50 to get out of jail

Lawful reason

To be guilty of trespass a person must
enter or remain on property without the
permission of the lawful occupier or person
in charge. If the manager of a cinema asks
someone to leave and they refuse, they are
trespassing. In law, the husband of a live-in
domestic needs the consent of his wife'’s
employer — the “lawful occupier” — to
visit,

The law, however, also says that a person
can't be guilty if he or she has a lawful
reason to be there. This means a person who
believes there would be no objection from the
owner is not trespassing. Thus, a persen who
had frequently walked acress an open lot,
field or farm without being apprehended
would not be guilty — uniess he had been
warned off by the owner.

Despite these narrow parameters, thou-
sands of people are arrested annually for
trespassing: 104 607 blacks were arrested in
1983; 90 555 in 1984; and 87 555 in 1985,
(In 1985, 929 whites, 11 097 coloureds and
723 Indians were arrested in terms of this
law.}

According to the Black Sash's Court Mon-
itoring Group, however, very few trespass
cases come up in court. This discrepancy
means most people are paying the spot ad-
mission-of-guilt fine. One reason may be
that even those who know their rights find it
easier to pay up and get out, instead of
remaining in prison while trying to find
lawyer. - 7
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" stage  silent

il

Sash,
lacard protest
‘ .Mémbers of the Black Sash staged a

. Hﬁl't‘-hbillr placaid protest outside Durban’s Pavilion

1 'Centre:yesterday as delegates for the National Par-
"|::%y’s federal congress arrived for the day’s proceed- |
ingsi ety o LT S

\

Those involved incliided 'Mrs' éhelégh' Gastrow, -

- the wife of the Progressive Federal Party’s MP for
‘Durban Central, Mr Peter Gastrow, and the national
vice-president of the Black Sash, Mrs Ann Colvin, -

"; --'The protestors stood singly at various piﬁﬁts éiong

Snell Parade and 01d Fort Road and in the pathway
to the hall, bearing placards reading: “No peace
without justice,”

No one was arrested. — Sapa @ bb \W\E \Q L
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: Swedish-born Mrs Ann-

ica van Gylswyk, a mem-
her .of the “Black Sash,
ﬂew out-of South Afriea
last night with a send off

* from famxly, friends and

a “large ‘contingent of

: Black Sash members

aSpeakmg at Jan Smuts
airport -Shortly before
her departure, she said

- .she was ~bitter about
. ‘What had happened
Lo " «ugEfadnn,

sMrs Van Gylswyk was

. not deported, according

t& Home Affairs direc-
tor-general Mr Gerrie
Van Zyl but she was toid
while in detention that
she had a choice of
either remaining in de-
fention for 180 days and
then standing “trial.or
leaving the country g

She told reporters last
night she was _deter
mined to return to South
Africa and would do so
“as  soon as )'things
change" -

She would be continu-
ing the work of the Black
Sash in Sweden, she
said.

Calling for the release
of all detainees, she
said: “All the publicity
given me I see as being
on behalf of all detai-
nees.” -

“This all seems so ‘un-
real,” said Mrs Van
Gylswyk who has spent
the past 30 years living
in South Africa.

)
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By‘BARBmA ORPEN
; APPALLING living condi-

}u

: wtions in the TB-Huis area of 1+

~Red Location ' are being &
.combated by a self-help

t.aity members "assisted by
.~ thé-Black-Sash. - '
%« * About 1000 impoverished
- peoplebare :receiving food -
daily from a soup kitchen

- ..Jestabhshedslasl: week, says |

~#Mr's+ Leslie }Greensmith,"a

ity rallies:

. worker and lutchen organ-
‘ lser .

Derelict buildings, dating

from the South African War -

days and unrepaired since

"then, provide inadeguate

shelter for the more than

. 100 farnilies in TB-Huis.
“There are holes in the

roof and in the floor and

most of the people are un-’

employed, old -and sick,”
said Mrs Greensmith.
She said many people did

to. figh

e

not have blankets and b
to resort to refuse bags for
warmth.
* She said there were only
three taps in the area and
an open drain, which was
continually flooding.

But a strong community
spirit had enabled the vital
soup kitchen to be estab-
lished and run sucecessfully.
* “Black Sash was asked to

look into the area in Febru- -

ary and it has been a long,

going — the proble bemg

that we have not been able’

to enter the area.
" “But donations came in

from all around and when

the equipment for a soup
kitchen was delivered last
week, the people organised
themselves and now women
are preparing soup to feed
1000 people every day.” .

She emphasised that the’

project was not a “hand-out

.

g9.Jiving.

pro_lect" the commun
had established a commlt-
tee which was fully in-
volved in distributing
donations and clothes.

Mrs Cathy Binnell, a
Black Sash Advice Office
worker, who has also been
invelved in the project, said
it was hoped the soup kit-
chen would become a pilot.

ischeme

“Another exciting aspect

nditions

provide blankets for the
community,” she said.

““We have had many
people from all over town,

- including women from TB-

e

. Huis,- who have been knit-
ting blankets. So far. we

have received 105 blankets, }

but we still need 120.”
Anyone ?vho,ls willing to
contribute’ 'to the project
should contact Mrs
Greensmith at = 511258 or
Mrs Binnell at = 511453,

- Black Sash Advice Office

of the project has been to




Silently saluting
~the coura

l"'l
[V

24
.{‘:

@

34

 African women

i e

Silent Black Sash protesters .
have become a symbo! of the TODAY'S
struggle for human rights. WOMAN
The Black.Sash has saluted : |
South African womens’ cour-
age and strength to mark
National Women’s Day on -
Saturday. - - :

i g

ON August 9,30-¥éars ‘apo, nearly 20,000 °
women gathered at‘theé Union Buildings,
Pretoria, to express their angeri at the Gov-
ernment’s extension of passes to black wom-
en. Sy d " ."“."::)2 . e ' .
. Two Jyear's ‘earlier had' seen the formation
of the first mdjor women’s organisation, the
Federation of South African Women, which

Sash has released the following statement to
mark National Women'’s Day:

had campaigned against such issues as the ;On this 30th anniversary of the wom-
destruction of Sophiatown, and the introduc- en’s march to the Union Buildings in
tion of “Bantu Education”. Pretoria, the Black Sash salutes the
The anti-pass campaign continued until gg?eggéh and courage of South African
the early 1960s. In the crackdown which fol- e ,
lowed Sharpeville, most of the Federation’s They have often borne the heaviest
leaders were banned and the organisation burden of the pass laws and of exclusion

from the centres of power and wealth;
vet they have never relinquished the
struggle to win recognition of their rights
and to contribute to o better future for
this country.

~ “In their rock-like determination -and

declined.

Early in the 19805, new women’s move-
ments formed in the Western and Eastern
Cape, Durban and on the Reef. Since 1983,
National Women’s Day has been used to
commemmorate the 1956 march and focus

attention on the need for equal rights. in their commitment to principles of jus-
TheNational Headquarters of the Black - €€ and freedom, lzeﬁs hope fmt us ail.
A N
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'CAPE TOWN — .Mem-.

‘bers of the, Black Sash
w1ll p:cket ‘at_ various

’| Points.in Cape Town

today to commemorate
the "30th. annwersary :
“of tHe march by 20 000
“women on Utiion
Bmldmgs in Pretorla,
“in” protest- agamst the

T "extensxon ‘of ‘pagses to

a0

blackwomen‘ :

' The ‘historic' march fook |
‘ place on ’August 9,
. 1958, whlch 'has since
become= .. national
WomensDay. o ey

The Blaek Sash ‘yester-
- day " saluted™.  “the
strengthf andgv courage

i -'of South R Aﬁ‘man;

Awomen"’ Ry

“They have oﬂ:en borne
.7the heav1est itdén of.
the pass laws and. of
" eXcIuSmn ; i‘rom the

“wealth, yet they Have’
“never.. relinquished
“the' .strugele, to-"win

. ".rrecognltlon of their

rlghts and to ¢ontrib- |
" ute! o E better future‘ ,
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BLACK Sash member Annica van Gyls-
wyk, who is leaving SA tomorrow, is not
being deported, says a Department of
Horne Affairs official.

But while moving out of her Pretoria

' home last night, the Swedish-born Van

Gylswyk said she had been told she
would face 180 days in detention if she
remained in SA.

Director-General for Home Affairs

. Gerrie Van Zyl said newspapers had in-

correctly reported Van Gylswyk was be-

. ing deported.

He said that while she was in detention
' security police had told her she had a

1;jha(.r‘?€:({ ESE

her not being depﬁ(\)zgig%

choice of either remaining in detention
for 180 days and then standing trial or
leaving the country.

It was made clear to Van Gylswyk —
who has been in SA for 30 years — that
she was not being issued with a deporia-
tion order, she said.

“The first words my interrogators said
to me were, ‘This country doesn't need
you.’ It is clear they want to get rid of
me. [ agreed to leave the eountry be-
cause I did not want to stay in solitary
confinement until mid-December then
face charges on I-dow't-know-what and
be tried. I do not trust that and did not

want to take Van Gylswyk
said last night.

Van Gylswyk’s legal representative,
Brian Currin, sald: “To say she is not
obliged is an over-simplification. It's not
that she’s afraid of being charged, but
she’s in a Catch-22 sitnation.”

Acting chargé d’affaires of the Swed-
ish legation, Bengt Herrstrom, said he
had received a note from the Foreign
Ministry to the effect that Van Gylswyk
would be released on condifion she left
SA within 48 hours. Successful represen-
tations were made for her to be granted
an extra week,
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CAPE TOWN — The Black Sash has
condemned the deportation of its
Pretoria chdirman, Swede Mrs An-
nica van Gylswyk, who has been or-
dered to leave the country by Frida.\y_.

National Black Sash president, Mrs
Mary Burton, said Mrs Van Gylswyk
would be a great loss for the organisa-
tion and the people of South Africa.

Mrs Van Gylswyk, one of the first
people? im Pretoria detained under
the latest emergency regulations, was
released on Thursday.

Mrs Burton said Mrs Van Gylswyk,

the first Black Sash member to be or-
dered out of South Africa, had “done
so much to improve relations and
open channels of communication.”

Her deportation order was a rejec-
tion of this, she said. *

“Her deportation Was a possibility
but we did not consider it seriously
beczuse she has lived here so long
and has done such good work We are
a bit stunned by the news.’

Mrs Van Gylswyk is due to leave for
Sweden on Friday. Her husband and
two of her three children will join hgr
later. - Sapa
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Black Sashy.
| ’élialrm . "n ordered

& W v

out of the country

JOHANNESBURG—The
chairman of:the Black Sash .
in Pretoria; “Swedish born
Mrs Annieg, van Gylswyk,
has been ordered to leave
South Africi by Friday.

Mrs vail Gylswyk was re-
leased on Thursday after 46

days in detentmn and was

given eight’ days to leave
the country o

‘While I‘ “a emg inter-
rogated I'was told, “this
country doesn’t need you .
here”,’ she. sa1d . -'-14-;

‘Tve lived here*nfor 30
years, [ got my degfee here
and I'm’very sad"about

5 - leaving. -

‘T've cansxdered contest-
ing, but there's nothmg one
can really do about lt she
said.

She will be flying to SW‘L

den on Friday evenmg,
leaving behind-her hus-
band, who wiil join her lat-
er, and two of her three
children.

‘I have a brother in Sve-

. den and my son is in Den-
mark,’ she said, .

She said she did not know
what she would do for a liv-
ing in Sweden, ‘but I'm tak-

ing my typewnter and I
certainly have something to
write about'. — (Sapa)
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'Sash member mus

x SWEDISH-BORN Annica Van Gylswyk,

! chalrman of the Pretoria branch of the
Black Sagh, has been ordered to leave the
country by Friday. . '

i - She has lived in SA for 30 years and

. was released from detention on Thurs-
dag after 46 days in jail.
. Black Sash president Mary Burton

* said in Cape Town last night the organi-
sation was shocked at Van Gylswyk’s
deportation order, ’

‘Annica is a {rue South African. She
doesn’t deserve what is being done to

. her,” Burton said.

*T visited different regions over the
past few days and, if anything, the deter-
«mination to continue our and Anhica’s
.work has increased. We don’t have any

fears at all,” the president added| \(u
Van Gylswyk said she had consi

contesting the order, but realised there

was nothing she could do about it.
“While [ was being interrogated I was

told: “This eountry doesn’t need %;ou here,’

I will never forget how unjustly I have

been treated.”

Van Gylswyk will leave for Sweden on

. Friday evening. Her husband and two of

her three children will join her later,
She said shé” hiad no idea what she
would do for a living in Sweden — “but
I'm taking my typewriter and I certainly
have something to write about”. -

- -




Expelled Black

By Inga Molzen

Black Sash past president Mrs Sheena Dune?
Mrs Annica Van Gylswyk, who has been given until
Friday to leave South Africa, is not a left-wing radi-
cal.

Mrs Gylswyk, recently released from seven weeks

in detention, is chairman of the Black Sash in Pre-

toria.

LIVED 30 YEARS IN SOUTH AFRICA

| Swedish-born, she is married to a South African
and has lived in this country for 30 years.

“She has heen a member of Black Sash for as long
as I can remember,” said Mrs Duncan. “She is a very
committed and concermed person. She is people-
oriented and has a long involvement in working with
old people.”

Mrs Duncan said Mrs Gylswyk’s eldest daughter

" “— . o s
er ‘nof, radical

he has three children and her husband is em-
ployed in Pretoria.

Mrs Gylswyk worked with the Winterveld Action
Committee, the Catholic Commission for Justice, and
has assisted non-Twana speaking people “dumped in
Bophuthatswana before its independence, and then
left without pensions as the Government has not as-
sumed responsibility for them”. '

Apparently, upon her release, Mrs Gylswyk was
told that if she did not leave she would be jailed for
180 days and charged. No charge was specified.

A fellow Black Sash member said her reaction to
Mrs Gylswyk's forced departure was “one of horror”.

“Her children were born in this country. Her hus-
band is South African. This is another form of op-
pression,

“Mrs Gylswyk is a superb person and has done a
tremendous amount of work in this country.”
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A GENERATION of bla¢k leaders could
be ‘alienated from Western values if
British and American leaders continued
to mnsunderstand the nature of SA re-
forms,

This was said by Black Sash past
resident Sheena Duncan to British
oreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe in

"Pretoria yesterday.
She said this would happen if British

Prite Minister Margaret Thatcher and

US President Ronald, Reagan did not
zgkg :xtreme care about their approach

Duncan met Howe with Chris and -

Durkje Gilfillan, of the PFP unrest mon-
itoring group, and Wits business school
senior industrial relations lecturer Loet
Douwes Dekker, at the British embassy.
Reagan had mcorrectly claimed that
6-million blacks had gained citizenshi 1p
rights in SA but approximately 1,75-mi
' Yion blacks stood to gain citizenship, she
-ddded. The SA security situation negated

CLAIRE PICKARD-CAMBRIDGE |

what government was claiming to be 1
doing in the line of reform. wt
Duncan also told Journalists outside
the embassy: “We are in a critical situa- .
tion ~- what happens in the near future
will be vital in determining whether SA
fights a long bloody hattle or moves X
towards democratic government.™ RN

Howe declined to comment on the " '
meeting or his next meeting with Broe- !
derbond chairman and educationist, !

]
* Professor Pieter de Lange. PR

De Lange said he had learnt some. gy - !
thing about the true intention of Howe’s
visif, but refused to cornment on this. 2t

Howe was expected to meef wit
several legal experts, including Justice "i‘
Richard Goldstone and Professor Jobnga %33

.
3‘..

Dugard, yesterday afternoon. He wasg¥ |
also to meet Association of Chambers o .
Commeérce and Federated Chz_i'mber‘pé
Industries leaders.
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|iGrant-Smith.® gd{ ald

‘\}(ax..'[.i— .." i

i x i"" s TN 7 “""’,-‘
-""uﬁ' " Post Reporter’ }ﬁ‘

mm black” fa:mhes
+helonging to ‘the. Wedg:

¢ bervene - '@f fs a‘;yj!'p

* The families, were told
to be off the prOpertyh Py
yesterdaq bk LY

'"Poday-d spo’kwman ol
the Tamilies sdid. no- fam?=*
ilies had thoved: "on their

- club’s manager, Mr’ R(}y

earller 1""‘*" g
"In"a statement boday,
. the - residents’, said: ' “We

o s i e

also prepared to pay any,
reasonable rent the elub
“would like {0 impose now.
day although there was
tension as we expected to
be forcibly' removed.
However, some of us
attended church services

Grant-Smith and his man-
agement to- recon31der
their decision.”~ s .

The spokesman said the
families had not been
paying ‘any :rent- to the
clhub, -

Mr Grant—Smith was
unavallab}e for comment

“being evicted, from land {

_wood Park’ Country Club |,
-in Port Elizabeth are ask- :
| ing the: Black b

" want " to. live “where. 'we. | ]
_ oarenWe have’ been here- |

% «We are happy heré and {

o “All 'was quiet yester-'}:

.as usual, We appeal to Mr |,

4

. today. i




ATCH, MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1986 — 11

Sash claims
50 children pﬁ@\

are missing ¢

Dispatch Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG — A member of the Black Sash,
Mrs Dawn Ingels, claims more than 50 children
have gone missing since the stdrt of the current
state of emergency.

She said the authorities have not confirmed
these children were in detention and neither their
families nor monitoring groups have been able to
trace them,

According to records kept by the Detainees Par-
ents Support Committee (DPSC), 42 children are
missing, more than half of whom are claimed to be
16 years and under.

The youngest is said to be seven years old and 10
gt‘ the missing are believed to be from Krugers-
orp.

Releasing the DPSC's latest available figures on
emergeincy detentions when he spoke in support of
a Black Sash “Free the Children” Christas cam-
paign, Dr Max Coleman alleged that a one-month
old baby had been among the conservatively esti-
mated B 000 children who have been detained since
the"start of the emergency.

About 4 000 children are thought to still be in de-
tention, he said, and the proportion of children
among those detained is consistently high, some-
times as high as 756 per cent.

Dr Coleman said the month-oid had been held
for a day when police detained a whole family, in-
cluding siblings, while seeking an 18-year-old son
who was not at home at the time.
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over cruelty to animais than over cruelty
to children, according to the past presi-
dent of the Black Sash, Mrs Sheena Duncan.

She this week addressed a meeting which was part
of the Black Sash “Free the Children” campaign,
aimed at securing the release of children in deten-
tion so that they can be home for Christmas.

According to the Black Sush's latest figures, be-
tween 1800 and 1300 children under 18 are in deten-
tion nationwide. About 400 were being held on the
Witwatersrand, Mrs Duncan said.

Many of them were under 16 years old and often
their parents were not informed that they had been
detained or where they were being held.

Mrs Duncan quoted somne case histories of the
detentin of children from the files of the Detainees’
Parents’ Support Committee.

“Civilised countries
don't detain people
without trial and they
don't detain children.

“I am ashamed that
my country is not a civi-
lised country,” Mrs
Duncan
said.

“We de-
mand the
freedom of
the children
and we will -
continue to work until
that has been accom-
plished,” she said.

Human rights lawyer
Mr Geoff Budlender, of
the Legal Resources |
Centre, described the
conditions of children in
detention.

THERE is more concern in South Africa

They are not allowed
to séc their parents un-
less the authorities per-
mit it. They can only
write letters, study or re-

ceive reading material
other than a Bible if
they get permission.

They have only one
hour's exercise a day
and must clean their v
own cells.

If they sing, whistle or
are a nuisartce, it is a

criminal off_ence. The pal president of
“There is only one the Methodist Church,
way to describe it —itis the Reverend Peter

barbaric,” Mr Bud-
lender said.

urged people to
s the Government
that they wete ashamed
and disgusied with the
detention of children.
Everybody should reject
it openty and as often as
possible.

Storey, said that the de-
tention of children was
an “obscenity”, an of-
ferice to God and was
the deepest shame that
South Africans have had
to live with.
“Anysocietyis
judged by the way it
treats the most vulnera-

ble of its people — the
poor, the widowed, the
orphaned and every
child. The kingdom of
God belongs to the chil-
dren,” Mr Storey said.

Two Kapgiso parents
of children in detention
said that they were too
upset to say much. Mr
M Molefe said that his
13-year-old danghter
was in detention.

Last week a 14-year-
old Kagiso girl was re-
leased and was just
“dumped”
Diepkloof Prison with

H oniy R1 on her, he said.
il She took a taxi to Bara-
8 gwanath Hospital and
M then she had no money
{ left, so she started walk-

ing. Itwasalready

7.30pm and eventually

4 she had to ask a petrol

d station attendant if she

B could sleep there for the
k night.

Mr Molefe said he

¥ was worried that the
f same might happen to
g his daughter.

“The children are

gEfetched from their
f homes. Why can't the
M Government take them
Bback to their homes
§ again?” he said.

outside-

The speakers at the
meeting were joined by
a number of representa-
tives of other organisa-
tions, individuals and
church leaders, who had
added their support to
the Black Sash “Free the
Children" campaign.

Veleran

They included veteran
anti-apartheid cam-
paigners Mrs Helen lo-
seph and Mrs Helen
Suzman, human rights
lawyer Mr Sydney Ken-
tridge, SC, the Anglican
Bishop Suffragan of
Johannesburg East,
Bishop Simeon Nkoane,
Anglican Provincial
Liaison Officer, Bishop
John Carter, Dr Max
Coleman of the Detai-
nees’ Parents’ Support
Committee, the general
secretary of the United
Congregational
Churches, the Reverend
Joe Wimng, representa-
tives of the National Ed-
ucation Crists Commit-
tee, End Conscription
Campaign and Nusas,

@ %

Rev PETER Storey.

Blishop SIMEON
Nkoane,




Threats

coastal chaxrman of the
"Black: Sash.lias: ‘heen’
threatened w1th vmlence
«and “had her. home at-
-?tacked the day affEr the

\ DURBAN — ,The Natal

j §ash’s mvolvemer{t jin a
march -to": Westwlle
‘ *Pnson to protestidgainst
the detention of 49 child-
“ren held therezunder
%ﬂaergency regulatmns
“"On Sunday shortl  after
ilpm « canlste was
.thrown into, Mrs n Col-
‘ vmshouse
47 heard an ‘Ealmlghty
~clatter and ran: outsuie in
the rain_ andi ‘waited
“there,” sald Mrs Colvm
‘last-night. .
|"  When, she returne and
turned o1 - thg}«*hgl;gxshe
/5aw . an empty canister. -
thhthe‘words neit; fme

L it®will <be: a; grg?lade”‘

3 handwntten on iti "

Mrs Colvin. fiag. alsq ‘re-
celved ‘nightly:: fhreaten-
. ifig: telephone calls: trom
what she calls “a’Screechy
* jiyg wornan”:. - fa
" _i>Mrs;: Colvin &
“Blagk Sash membe

-algp: recewthf"g ' enig"

telephone ‘calls,” a§" had
her SOn— Sapa Tt

———
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L coastal ehalrman of

the Black Sash: has
~ 'heen threatenednwnh
| vmlence ‘and’ had‘ her,
. “home attacked the day

af‘ter the . Sash’ s, in-

volvement in a march
L ‘.Westvnlle Prlson in |
; protest against« the der
tention of 49 chlldren

i laﬁ{msl.._, o :
On: Sunday shortly aﬁ;er
11 pm, a canister was
thrown mto MrsFAnn
-Colvm 5" house.'ﬂ ‘She
heard” a ‘¢ar . drwmg
Off 5‘” . :ﬁ’?\a.

"I heard an - almlghty
clatter, and 'ran’out-
1sule in thé. ramband
walted ‘there, ’“'saui
; s‘Mrs‘Colvm last mght

When‘she returned ”and
5 tur xied onrthe 11ght she
;;w. gawaaﬁiempty camster i
‘=V withithe wordd: i Next |
i timeyit swill :ber'digre- ||
\nade”‘, } 3

B [ '; X s
‘ She:attrlbuted the}hgarsh

¥

ja*"'threatsa to, theﬂ asctll’s
icampai 1o e

e tain 5’ ian , & ‘J"‘r‘% :
kil ed5edy in - 'tlmeﬂ'fon
"’mCH‘rzstmas T ”-g'-l, AF
X N 1 e
A pohce spokes "ahfghi%’% .

-4 the matter, wés “unde
éfmvesugatmn £ Sapa’™f
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: stration” in' front,

thig'year. - .
The ac¢e — Mrs
Patricia, Flemmer,. of

 Warwick" Road in" Vin-:
‘cent.. Mrs' -Syivia, Ha-
gerly; of Kent. Road in
Vineent, Mrs Susan Pow-
ers,, of Plymouth Drivé

“in Nalioon, and Mrs Va--
qu';e,:ﬁfigjoen; of Mimosa

Road*. Vineent L
pleaded” nat. giilty to

contravening. 4 -section
of-thé Internal Seburity
;ACt prohibiting gather-
‘ings”" beiween March-
'1986 and April 1987;,
i.» The stant was'in ‘con-
shection with' the!.deten.
ttion ‘of  Dung¢a :
ff leaders. i
.o The QE‘fen%p argued”
that -the demonstration:
tby members'of the Black:
‘Sash did not.eonstitute a
gathering as there, was
Jnever “moie:than  two ‘f
-beople present. briefly |
.t onte time~L'one taking .
ithe’ sash., ahd" plaeard |
i from thesothér, * 0 \
;+ The inténtion was" to
‘avoid . a gathering; and |
. thus'the presence of hot |
more’ than' one.. demon- !
stratdr-gt"ag‘t"i:(ng.,, Conpe
.« THe state-'argued that
.the four.acéused, even if
not 'dll’ were. present at
one time; liad a common
'puipose; and:’ théréfore
;constituted 4 gathering. ™
1 The magistrate'was Mr W: M, 0p. -
perman and Mr P.J,, Venter
prosecuted. Mr M. Schiikkira k
| appeared. for My, Flenimer,and ;
Mre g, Qosthuizen jappea fors
+ Mrs* Powers, Mrs' ‘Hagey nd’
' Mrs Viljoeny et T

J

City Hall on May 7¢




. the Emergency campaign, '

: these: latest orders’ should‘.

- Black Sash has condemned

"bn two
papers

JOHANNESBURG—The

the, restriction orders on
‘the, Weekly Mail. and the
Sowetan prohibiting them
from pubhshmg statements
which ‘advocate’ ér ‘sup-
port’ the Chrlstmas Agamst

‘If any member of. the
public still has any doubts
as to whether freeedom of

the Press has béen de-.

stroyed in South Africa,

remove all doubt from their
mmds, the women's organi-
‘'sation said. T

.. ‘There is no Press free-

dom any more. The Press.
can only pubhsh what the’

Government chooses to al

low it'to' publish: -’ Ah
. ‘The, people no longer )
| know what is gomg on in
1 their. own . country, every

day moimentous "gve s ‘0e-

cur but all.the: pliblic |,
‘knows-is what the authon-

tlles choose to dlsclose
‘Already rumours. abound

dnd rumour is’ exceedmgly'
‘dangerous. .

“The' Governnient hqs aI-
ready driven remstance un—
derground;

o

| sash hits
1 at order

' The’ Black “Sash’ sald the

' Jbans were ‘a trlbute to the: |
courage and determmatmn T
| ofthe editors of the Weekly -
Mail tand the: Sowetan —_
| (Sapa) N
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Dispatch Reporter
EAST LONDON — Four
members of the Black
Sash weére found guilty
in the magistrate’s court

' the Internal Securlty
Act prohibiting gather-
ings between April 1986
and March 1987.

They were each sen-
tenced to a R150 fine or
50 days imprisonment,
suspended for three
years on condition they
were not convicted of
the same offence again,

The aceused — Patri-
cia Flemmer, of War-
wiek Road, Vincent, Syl-
via Hagerty of Kent
Road, Vincent, Susan
Power of Plymouth
Drive, Nahoon and Vale-
rie Vilioen of Mimosa
Road, Vincent — had
‘earlier pleaded not
guilty to the charge.

EL Sﬁ?sh
found guil
city protest at DV

leaders’ detentions

here yesterday of con-
travening a sectipn of.

- The four women tock
part in a single stand
demonstration in front
of the City Hall on May 7
this year.

_ The stand was in con-
nection with the deten-

tion of Duncan Village

leaders,

Judgement in the case
wag postponed from De-
cember 12,

The magistrate, - Mr
W. M. Opperman, said it
was clear from the evi-
dence of state witnesses
and a series of 11 photo-
graphs submitted as an
exhibit by the state at
the first hearing, that
the four accused had
gathered with a common
purpose.

*This gathering was a
contravention of an or-
der gazetted by the for-
mer Minister of Law and
Order, Mr Louis le

G

Grange, banning out-
door gatherings apart

‘from bona fide sports

meetings from April
1986 to March 31 next
year.

Mr Opperman said the
contravention existed in
spite of the action of the
four in holding their
demonstration one at a
time while the others sat
on a bench 12 metres
away.

At the earlier hearing
it was mentioned that
some years ago the
Black Sash had obtained
written permission from
the town clerk to hold
single stand demonstra-
tions in front of the City
Hall statue.

Mr Opperman said the
nature of the offence did
not to eonstitute a very
serious contravention of
the regulations.
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Black Sash is alarmed ovef.'~
Info Bureau’s new strategy

By Colleen Ryan,
Political Reporter

The Black Sash has expressed
alarm at the Bureau for Infor-
mation’s “communication” acti-
vities — in particular its inter-
est in contacting women’s or-
ganisations.

The director of the Johannes-
burg office of the Black Sash,
Mrs Sheena Duncan, expressed
concern in a statement about
the “establishment of a wholej
new bureaucracy ... to make
contact with independent organ-
isations”.

She also questioned the estab-
lishment of the new Women For
South Africa organisation, and
asked why the bureau seemed
to be promoting it so vigorously.

“Is Women For South Africa a
bureau creation?” she asked.

Women For South Africa,
launched in June, has been run-
ning TV advertisements with
the slogan: “If it is not good
enough for our children, it is not
good enough for us.”

The head of Women For South
Africa, Mrs Jenny Malan, is
away on holiday.

In a recent SABC-TV inter-

view, a spokesman for Women
For South Africa denied that it
received funds from the Govern-
ment. She said it got most of its
money from businessmen and
companies.

Miss Luise Nicholson, co-or-
dinator of women’s activities for
the bureau, denied that it had
any ulterior motives in its com-
munication efforts.

“Our function is information
and communication,” she said.
“Our aim is to promote effective
communication between the
Governinent and the people of
South Africa.”

Miss Nicholson said she
liaised with the various
branches of the bureau and pro-
moted communication between
the Government and various
wornen’s organisations.

There was no connection be-
tween Women For South Africa
and the bureau, she added.

Asked if Women For South
Africa received any Govern-
ment funding, she said there
was no link-up to her know-
ledge. “I don't know whe spon-
sors it.

“We don’t have any other link

R ——T—

o

other than a communication
link. I would approach any
women’s organisation that is

Javing a meeting, and ask if I

may attend. If it said yes, I
would go along.”

Miss Nicholson said that al-
though she was not associated
with Women For South Africa,
she had acquainted herself with
its formation and had attended
one of its meetings in her per-
sonal capacity.

NATIONAL DEBATE

She said her chief aim was to
contact as many women’s or-
ganisations as possible “to tell
them abouf Government policy,
the achievements of the Govern-
ment, to get a national debate
going”.

“I firmly believe that unless
we talk to people we are not
going to solve our problems,”
she said.

Miss Nicholson confirmed
that the bureau had contacted
many organisations and had
made inquiries about their aims
and objectives.

Asked what the bureau did
with this information, she said
the initial idea was to establish

a register of various organisa-
tons.

“If someone does not want to
be included on the register, they
need not be,”

The idea was that “if someone
phoned us and asked who could
they contact about flower ar-
ranging, for example, we could
refer them.”

Asked whether the bureau
could expect anti-apartheid
women’s organisations to trust
it, Miss Nicholson said that was
a policy issue and she could not
comment on it. |

She did not think the State of
Emergency was counterproduc-
tive to communication. Asked
how there could be communica-
tion when some leading women
were in hiding or detention, she
said: “I can’t, obviously (com-
municate with them)”.

She stressed that the burean
had successfully contacted
many organisations and had re-
ceived a good response.

“Some of the groups don't
wish to talk to the bureau, but
those who are, we are happy to
talk to.”
® See Page 10,
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Write to Box 61682 Marshalltown 2107

Black Sash long
fought injustice?

The article by Jo Marais {The Star,
January 7) and the letter from N Hard-
ing (The Star, January 11) regarding a
Black Sash attack on The Bureau for
Information are revealing, especiaily
Jo Marais’ use of a heavy Broeder-
bonhd tag-word in the term “like-mind-
ed women”.

This reinforces the suspicions of
many that “Women for South Africa”
may be a “Susterbond”,

Black Sash publicity is based on re-

ality, Jo Marais’ is not. The latter con-

siders that the real issue in South Afri-
ca today is the ideological struggle
between capitalist demoeracy and
communism. The Black Sash knows
that South Africa is neither capitalist
nor democratic. P

Capitalism is severely hindered by
various licensing and control hoards,
such as the Local Road Transportation
Board, as well as regulations connect-
ed with the decentralisation of industry

and the Group Areas Act.

‘| South Africa has never been a de-
mocracy. Not much more than 20 per-
cent of the people have ever had a vote
in first-tier government, and the vote
has always been based on the colour of
the skin,

It is noteworthy that the Black Sash
was formed 30 years ago in order to
protest against the undemocratic re-
moval of the coloured vote.

Jo Marais smugly describes “Wormnen
for South Africa” as a movement of
“like-minded” women whose corner-
stone is “faith and trust in God”, while
correspondent Harding desires a “posi-
tive role”. '

I do not know what these “Jo-come-
latelys” have been domg during the
past 80 years, but I do know that the
Black Sash’s active and positive role

has been completely aligned to Christ’s

Umpires victimised
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work description for a Christian given
in Matthew, Chapter 26, Verses 35-40,

Black Sash records deal with tens of
thousands of case histories concerning
help given to blacks to obtain essential
documents, make necessary affidavits,
deal with appropriate State officials,
comply with relevant legislation and
obtain legal advice and legal repre-
sentation.

This has made it possible for thou-
sands of blacks te feed and clothe
themselves and their families by ob-
taining legal employment, unemploy-
ment insurance payments, workmen's
compensation awards, and State and
company pensions.

Other blacks have been helped to ob-
tain, retain or register homes and ten-
ancies by establishing Section 10 rights;
and to cope with court actions and
avoid or reduce periods of imprison-
ment. The sick and maimed have been
assisted in applications for prosthetic
appliances, disability grants and suit-
able medical care,

1 do not believe that any voluntary
women's organisation anywhere has
done as much to cope with the desper-
ate misery caused by the deliberate po-
litical wickedness inflicted upon a dis-
enfranchised majority by the discrimi-
hatory and selfish legislation of an en-
franchised and self-serving minority
group.

Boksburg

B Johnston

Preference will be given to letiers in
which the name and address of the
writer can be published. Those wishing
to write under a pseudonym must also
sign letters and include their address.
Letters sent to other newspapers or or-
ganisations are not considered for pub-
lication.
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‘stemmed unrest’.,

emergeney,

| glven by theJvaernment
| had not beeri crltlclsedcby
‘organisations such as, the

R ch M lmudo

4 g ftg‘,‘

len;ged the Government ‘
to 1ift: medla restnctwns
‘41t hias successfully

L 4This will show they
have nothlng to' fear o
Spokesman 'said,’ s 4 e

:l‘he ‘Black, Sash wagre: |-
spondmg to'an announce-
‘mgEnt" by Information
Mmlster Mr Stoffel: van"
-der-Merwé that-there-had
been a dramatic.decrease:
- in ‘the-number-of unrest:
related deathssince the
1mposxtlon of the, state Lof_

A Cabmet Mlmsten al—
leged‘ that, unrest: f;gures

Black Sash % KE S
““This' is; not true " the
Sash spokesman said, |
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The Albany ‘Black Sash in the

Eastern Cape has condemned

the deaths of four people in an
incident, involving three South
African Police “kitskonstabels?
in Grahamstown on February 2.

The four were killed and five
wounded while special consta-
bles were guarding a school in
Grahamstown’s Tantyi town-
ship.

A police -spokesman prekus-
ly said the three went to investi-
gate after-they were fired -at
from a township house. . 1

The Albany Black Sash saftl:
“The SAP special force receive
a pitiful. three weeks' trainifg

| before they are sent into black

townships, armed with gusis,
sjambeks and all the powers gf
regular policemen,

. DISCIPLINE
.+“When -the : force was: intré-

A

“duced in’ September 1986, “tHe

Commissioner -of Police’ di}-
missed fears that they would not
have the necessary discipline to
deal with the tense situation in
the townships.

. “Now it appears that we ma}y

‘have witnessed tragic confirma-

tion of those rejected fears a
warnings,” the statement said. 3

The Minister of Law and
Order has ordered an investiga-
tion into the shooting, and threg
men are appearing in, court in
connection with the incident. -

“We extend our deepest sym-
pathy to the bereaved families
and members of the community
who have suffered so grievously,
and ¢all, for the immediate dis-
bandmg ‘of this ill-conceived

Lforcg- ga:d the statement.




The Black Sash should
jtake: care; the orgamsa-
tion wag, 1 not . “exploited”
Jdn 1tsdefforts to promote
]ustlce,;,‘peace and “an
rend;to ﬂ,aparthexd” Deputy
‘Informa on - Mmlster Dr
 Stoffel;van _der Merwe
l said ‘last,mght .

. In 7.a; statement  re-
uleased m Pretona by the
,Burealf' for Informatmn
"the Mlmster reacted to
reporﬁed Black' Sash
cr1t1c1sms of. a “television
appearance he made ear-
lier this' ‘month ;

.Dr.yan der Merwe's
statement* said’ agitation
sand propaganda ‘by those
commltted to-making'the
country ungovernable .
and.;’ ultlmately over-
throwmg .the 'State by
vmlence contmued

Dr van der Merwe said
‘thaty in. his? address to

ber «4 last*year,»."the State
" Président ‘guoted from a
letter by Mr Ismail Ebra-
him,a senior-intelligence
operator of the ANC.

“Mr Ebrahim referred
" with approval to the for-
matlon of a white coali-
tion' group which, among
| ‘other: : orgamsaflons in-
cluded the Black Sash. |

“Mr Ebrahitti-said ‘the
whltes must be organised
“for? “ending ‘tiieTemergen-
£y, ‘release {of:all detain-
ees and unbanmng of all’

Jbanned : orgam sy
| Sapa
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Blac . Sash not -

The Black Sash has rejected a warning by deputy Informatlon Mm-
ister Dr Stoffel van der Merwe to beware of being exploited in its
efforts to promote justice, peace and an end to apartheid.

Deputy Information Minister Dr Stoffel van der Merwe last week
issued a statement in which he said the intention of “those who
woilld ‘éstablish a society very different from the ideal wlnch the
BlackrSash claims to espouse” wasto exploit the orgamsatlon

.‘Mrs Mary Burton, pres:dent
of the Black Sash, today reject-
ed' thlS ‘warning. as “an attempt
to ward off the' devastating ef-

-fects of criticism we have made

‘of! Government lelCles
“There ‘Seerns to be d concert-

ed attempt by :the Govérnment |
"‘to 'portray ‘the' Black Sash as

"naive and foohsh vulnerable .to
mampulatmn by other orgamsa-

tlons » she said.

“Tfie Black Sash has for near-

ly 32 years, mamtamed its inde-

pendence and' concern for civil

‘rights and-its commltment to’

democrattc prineiples.”.

In Ins statement Dr’ ven der

Merwe sald the Blagk- Sash ac-

| cused the, Government of trying
to “smear orgamsatmns and in-
dividuals who ‘are motivated by
‘a smcere desire for ]ustlce,'

peace ‘and an'end to apartheld "

“Dr vap’ der Merwe referred to
a so called ‘white coalition | group
“or, front whlch mcluded the
Black Sash.

"The. Black Sash was not dic-
tated to by any ‘outside’ organi-
satlons said Transvaal' Black"
Sash chalrman Mrs Ethel Walt.

“4I{ has always ‘been, complete-
ly independent. Qur aims have
been to work ‘for Justxce and
peace in'a non-racial South Afl‘l-
“ca. These ‘should be the aims of
“Df. van der Merwe and the State
. President,”. said 'Mrs Walt told
The Star today
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h fight”

or justice

Staff Reporter

THE Black Sash has been an im-
portant symbol in the fight
against apartheid, according to
Professor Jakes Gerwel, who
spoke at a public meeting during
the organisation’s annual confer-
ence,

Addressing about 750 people at the
Claremont Civic Centre last night,
,Professor Gerwel, rector of the Uni-
"versity of the Western Cape, said it
could not be denied there were many
differences in the groundswell of op-
position to apartheid, but toleration of
differences was part of democracy.

“Apartheid is
the problem, not
the differences
we have with
each other in the 4
broad democrat- g
ic movement,” §
he said.

Democracy
demanded that
people share its 4
values and show [
the isolation o
the minority§
forces resisting *
democracy.

The election might be seen as an
exercise in futility, but even in the
flutterings of white politics could be
seen the effects of extra-parliamenta-
ry politics.

The- election indicated that even
with all the curbs at the State’s com-
mand it could not completely hide the
real state of affairs, which should en-
courage the opposition to demonstrate
its wish_for a democracy.

P

Prof Jakes Gerwe

1g‘hllg hted

There were three aspects to apart-
heid — discrimination, exploitation
and repression, with repression now
the major element.

Highlighting the repressive nature
of the society was the sphere in which
the Black Sash had played such an
irportant role.

Mrs Mary Burton, national presi-
dent of the Black Sash, said that as
the might of the Nationalist Govern-
ment crumbled it was not foo early to
plan for the future.

The Black Sash was committed to
full, equal adult suffrage and negotia-
tions towards this would have to he
preceded by the release of political
prisoners and the unbanning of or-
ganisations.

A just peace

Although the emergency regula-
tions denied the use of peaceful ave-
nues of pressure-that had been used
before, peoplé could reject some op-
tions offered them by the State.

They could learn from neighbouring
countries that the country should be
preparing for a just peace, not a war
that could not be won.

People who believed in a just soci-
ety and with skills to contribute to-
wards it were needed.

They should stay and make their
contribution by “appropriating our
common history” and exerting unre-
lenting pressure on the weak point of
the ruling system.

{Report by R Usher, 122 St George's
Street, Cape Town.)
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‘Sash report
on plight of
watchmen -

e M)
Security“guards and
watchmen form a special
group of abused workers,
claims the Black Sash.

Problems cited in a re-
port are a lack of train-
ing for guards, pay below
the legal minimum, long
hours and lack of ade-
quate equipment for a
dangerous job.

The report quotes the
case of a guard who was
arrested and charged for
possessing a firearm
without a license — *“a
firearm issued to him by
his employer. The firm
refused to intervene in
any way. They fired him
instead”.

When he Ieft, the gnard
was made to return the
uniform which he had
purchased — without any

refund.
JOUrna

A BN

For every one who

beneﬁts from reform

By Jo-Anne Collinge

For every person who has benefited from the
Government’s reform measures “there are
many hundreds whose condition is immeasur-
ably worse than it was a year ago — who are
poorer, more frustrated and much more angry”,
according to the Black Sash.

The warning was sounded at the Black Sash confer-
ence today in a report based on 16 181 interviews held
in the organisation’s Johannesburg advice office.

The report views the conduet of unscrupulous em-
ployers, in addition to the failure of “reform”, as joint
causes of this growing anger.

The repeal of the pass laws has not decreased the
need for the Sash advice service, the report states. In
fact the number of interviews in 1986 represented an
increase of 13 percent on the 1985 figure,

“There is an entirely new system of law but there
is no real freedom of movement. There are new
names to Government offices but the same officials
continue to deal with the public.”

The report, by former Black Sash president Mrs
Sheena Duncan and Johannesburg researcher Ms Joy
Harnden, strongly attacks exploitative employers.

“Deplorable employment practices continue. For
every company which has an organised labour force
and positive employment practices there must be 10

— Sash

others which exploit their workers and cheat them of
their legal rights,” the report says.

“Advice workers are astounded at the widespread
evasion of legal obligations by employers and the
amount of downright illegal behaviour.”

At least 46 percent of all problems presented in

1986 arose from unemployment, says the report. Em-
ployment eomplaints included:
® 358 cases of abuse of workers — frequently featur-
ing physical assault,
@ Unfair dismissals and retrenchments. “People
come to to the office in a group to say they were told
to leave without warning, without reasons and with-
out proper pay.

“Others complain that they arrived at work to find
the firm closed overnight, the doors locked and no
one there to deal with.” These “fly-by-night” com-
panies are most difficult to trace. They leave their
workers without UIF cards, without pay, without tax
certificates, without redress, says the report.

“Many workers get severance pay without any
statement of a breakdown of the payment.”
® Pension fund inefficiency. Funds are struggling
to keep pace with the demands on them, the report
says. “Inefficiency heightens the retrenched and dis-
missed worker's plight. People are faced with inor-
dinately long waiting periods. Files are lost or des-
troyed.”

@ See Page 13.
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Black Sash finds hch.aos misery in wake of scrappmg of pass laws

Lives of blacks no easier

By Jo-Anne Collinge

* The euphoric “Hamba dompas!” advertising
" which accompanied the scrapping of the pass

laws has all but faded from mind. Black peaple
are getting to grips with the reality of the new
identity system and the difficulties of regaining
their South African citizenship.

No non-Governmental group is in a betfer position to
monitor this than the Black Sash. In its Johannesburg
Advices Office alone, the Sash had dealt with about 600
cases by early this year.

Its verdict on the administration of the new scheme?
“One huge mess and a great deal of confusion.”

The judgment is contained in the Johannesburg of-
fice’s report to the annual Sash conference, written by
influx control expert Mrs Sheena Duncan and re-
searcher Ms Joy Harnden.

They itemise the kinds of administrative hitches that
are bedevilling the lives of black people.

@ Pension refusal: The report speaks of a “spate” of
complaints that old people cannot not apply for pen-
sions until they received their new JD bocks. “One rea-

,Sor given!was that the computer had been pro-
‘| grammed to deal with the new 13-digit identity num-

bers and could not cope with the old ones.”
@ Birth date errors: In the past black people had no

" way of knowing what date of birth had been entered

against stheir names in the Population Register. They
detected errors only when they {ried to apply for pen-
sions. Now the first six digits of the ID number consti-
tute the birth date, For the first time they are able to
see what their recorded birth date is. It is often wrong.

Proving one's date of birth in the absence of a bap-
tismal certificate or without registration of birth re-
maing a major challenge. “In Johannesburg it is no
easier than it was before July 1, 1986 (the dernise of the

pass laws), to persuade reluctant officials that affida-

vits can constitute the only proof of birth.”

® Continued “pass” raids: “We begin to wonder wheth-
er these things are really a thing of the past. In one
10-day period uLﬁ February this year five people in dif-
ferent suburbs plicned to report that police were stop-
ping people in the strects demanding passes. The word-
ing of the Act is more pelite — ‘An authorised offi-
cer ... may at any time request any person reasonably
presumed to have attained the age of 16 years to prove
his identity without delay’ — but it amounts to the
same thing if policemen are going to stop ordinary
people of the streets in an arbitrary fashion.”

Lives made Hell

© The housing catch: There are cases of people who
never gqualified for a pass book but who should manage
to gain the new ID document. Often.these are people
whose lives were “made Hell” by regular ‘arrest and
endorsement out of the urban areas where they had
always lived but could not prove in black-and-white
their right to bethere. The report cites the case of a

*Mrs Mosala who visited the Advice Office “for the

umpteenth time on August 19, 1978. “We were able
to tell ker that she can now get the new ID and that for
the first time in her life she could apply for housing
and look for work without being scared”.

“But — there is always a BUT in the reform pro-
cess in South Africa — she cannot live anywhere law-
fully. She has ne hope of obtaining a rented house in a
black township. She has never been able to get onto a
waiting list and lists are thowsands of families long,
dating back almost 20 years. Lists are irrelevant now.
If you can pay you will get & Housé. If you cannot

‘pay you won't. She cannot pay.”

@ Establishing residence: For the restoration of citi-
zenship to persons from independent homelands — one-
third of black persons in South Africa — it is necessary
to establish permanent residence in South Africa.
Officials appear to be entering the homeland address
as the “permanent address” of applicants, even if the
applicant himself has lived for years in “white” South
Africa and only his family remains in the homeland.
“It must be remembered that many people from the
now independent homelands have worked in South
Africa’s cities for many many years. The‘only reason
they never brought their families to town is that the
law did not allow them to do so.”
® Physical removal: Thousands of people have been
deprived of a chance to regain South African citizen-
‘ighip because they have been removed from their ho-
mes in South Africa to a homeland. The report cites the
case of Mr Baveng, a Tswana from Delareyville, who
was removed in 1978 to a rudimentary township in
Bophuthatswana. “Because he and his family are ne

longer resident in South Africa he is. not ehglble to -

have his South African citzenship restored to him.”

The report concludes that Sash advice workers see
no real movement towards justice and democracy ei-
ther in the law itself or in general Government policy.
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THE state of emergency pro-
claimed on June 12 1986 is ex-
actly nine months old. We are
told that political violence is
waning, after having claimed
at least 2 387 lives in the past
2Y2 years.

Yet we hear from townships
all over the country of the des-
pair and distress and anger
felt by people suffering under
the repressive presence of the
forces of the state. We know
that thousands have been de-
tained under security legisla-
tion and that many of them re-
main in detention. We know
that such detentions have not
ceased,

The difficulty of finding out
very much about them, the
widespread concern about the
conditions in which they are
held, and the impotence of the
courts to secure their release,
all compound the seriousness
of the situation.

v, Apart from the actions of the
security forces, during these
past nine months we have seen
the closure of many schoels,
the presence of community
guards and “special consta-
‘ bles” in the townships (with or

without the assistance of the
SADF and the SAP), and also
the severest press restrictions
South Africa has known so far,

i| What kind of legacy
will the next genera-
tion inherit?

The impact on the lives of
the majority of South Africans
has been severe: daily life has
been disrupted; many commu-
nities have lost their respected
leaders and experienced frag-
mentation and disorganiza-
tion; horrifying accounts have
been received about the treat-
ment of detainees; parents are
profoundly disturbed at re-
ports that ex-detainees under
th age of 21 years have attend-
ed Specialbcourses atl“youth
centres” about whirkh, 1841
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Extracts from Black Sash presi-
dent MARY BURTON’s opening
address last night to the Sash’s
national conference in Cape

the C:’a‘§spir, is & “mine-resis-
tant vehicle for the civil sec-
tor”,

* The Rooibok is a basic
mine-protected capsule de-
signed by the CSIR and mount-

It is painfully clear
e

Town.

strategies and to draw on in-
creasingly sophisticated tac-
tics. The National Security
Council and its specialized
network of Joint Management
Centres and their component
parts are ensuring that infor-
mation-gathering becomes
more efficient, and greater
control over the entire popula-
tion can be achieved.

Where are we to look for so-
lutions to South Africa’s cri-
sis?

The present critical phase of
the struggle to effect real
change in South Africa ean be
dated from the introduction of
the new tricameral constitu-
tion in 1984.

Those who voted “Yes” in
the referendum which preced-
ed it were optimistic that won-
drous change would result,
and it was thought that its mo-
mentum would carry the
government further along the
road to power-sharing than it
intended or could envisage.

Instead, the tricameral par-
liament has failed to achieve
even what it set out to do. If its
credentials were dubious to
start off with, it has now been
severely discredited.

It was bad enough that the
State President should reveal
his contempt for his junior
partners by his public humili-
ation of Mr Allan Hendrickse.
Even before that, however, the
progress of legislation through
Parliament [ast year revealed
the inherent flaws in their par-
ticipation in the system.
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force and the more its strue-
tures become entrenched, the
harder it will be to dismantle,
We are convinced that along
this road lies disaster,

The most logical, the most
peaceful, the most just dispen-
sation for South Africa can
only be reached through a
commitment to ending apart-
heid and building a non-racial
democracy with full and equal
adult suffrage.

The negotiations which
might get us there will have to
be preceded by the release of
political prisoners and the un-
banning of organizations; and
whatever new constitutional
arrangement is devised, it
must ensure the recognition,
and protection by law of basic
human rights and freedoms —
of person, conscience, speech,
information, movement, meet-
ing and association,

The laws of the country must
provide for control over the
power of the state, and not for
unfettered control by the state
over the people.

That kind of scciety may
seem a long way out of our
reach, but as the might of the
National Party government
crumbles away after nearly 40
years in power, it is not too
early to plan and work for it.

It is one of the straws of hope
for the future that in spite of
everything people are doing
precisely this. We see the
democratic trade unions
building worker strength and
organization, and looking out-
wards to the community in
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ed on a pick-up truck.

O We can choose to stay and
work for our common foture in
South Africa. We do not blame
those who decide they cannot
bring up young children in this
violent society, or who leave
because they cannot in con-
science serve in the South
African Defence Force, or who
cannot reconcile themselves to
living with 1njustice. But we
helieve that people with skills
to offer and the willingness to
contribute to an open society
are needed here.

If, then, we reject these two
classic fight or flight re-
sponses, how do we face the
future and contribute to it?

{a) We can appropriate our
common history. We need peo::
ple’s education too.

(b) We can prepare ourselves
to accept the inevitable growth
of our cities into major urban
centres where the majority of
our fellow city-dweilers will
be black and will thus more
accurately reflect the reality
of the South African popula-
tion

{c)Most of all we need to
maintain an unrelenting pres-
sure on whatever weak points
we can find in the system that
rules us, so as to hasten the day
when the negotiations I have
spoken of can take place at
last.

The truth is a power-
ful tool and we must
use it with courage
and confidence.

The state of emergency regu-
lations make this maora 4327,
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JOHANNESBURG — The

director of the Black Sash -

Johannesburg advice
office, Mrs Sheena Dun-
can, said today that the
Sash was not asked to
help pay for the cost of
. publishing advertise-
ments calling for the un-
- banning of the African
National Congress. ‘
The Sash and 14 other
crganisations ‘lent their
support to the advertise-
ment that appeared in
newspapers on January 8.

us!ied fo
I puy\ ‘g‘lz'% ANC ud

Mrs Duncan, who is a past
president of the Sash, was
subpoenaed to appear
today before the Munnik
Commission of Inquiry in
Johannesburg.

She said a Mr Derek
Hanekom and another
man visited her after the
advice office was closed
for the Christmas recess.

She assumed the other
man was from the United
Democratic Front.

Though introduced, she
forgot his name,

She was shown a pic-
ture of Mr Yusuf Surtee.

She said this was not
the man."

The two men asked
whether the Sash would
support the advertlse-
ment.

Mrs Duncan said the
Black Sash would support
the advertisement as it
contained nothing the
Sash had not said many
times before.

The group was not
asked to contritute to-
wards the cost, she said.

At
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Detainees’ UIP/, pcefgmﬁ
problems highlighted

Staff Reporter

PROBLEMS with unemployment in-
surance benefits and pension and dis-
ability grants for detainees were high-
lighted in a report by the Port
Elizabeth advice office at the Black
Sash National Conference.

At a session on advice office reports,
the director of the PE Advice Office,
Mrs Shelagh Hurley, said their office

. had appeated without success against

the .loss of UIF benefits for their
ctients as a result of being detained.

The report cited the example of a
“Mr T” who lost his job in April last
year after 18 years, and immediately
ﬁgistered for unemployment bene-

its.

“As he was signing for one of his
benefits he was detained and his un-
employed wife and eight children
were left destitute,” the report said.

On his release, the time period for
applying for benefits had expired.

“In order to qualify for UIF benefits
a contributor must be capable of and
available for work. Consequently the
UIF board in Pretoria turned down
his appeal for benefits,” she said.

The Black Sash is currently waiting
for a written explanation of the deci-
sion of the UIF board.

Although the conference dealt with
all aspects of work covered by the
organization, special problems aris-
ing out of the state of emergency re-
ceived particular attention.

In another case the Black Sash
found that detainees and family mem-
bers were being refused pension and
disability grants on the grounds that
“they were no longer in need"” as they
were in prison “where all their bodily
needs were taken care of”

The Advice Office report said an
agent of the Department of Constitu-
tional Development and Planning in-
formed them that pensions and grants

were “for the individual

only” and family mem-
bers were “not meant to
share this".

After representations
to the department in
Pretoria, the advice
office found that power
of attorney would be
given to other family

members for grant pay-
ments, and the depart-
ment was asked by the
. | Black Sash to make back
payments to anyone who
lost payment in this way.
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of injustice

By CLARE HARPER

THE Black Sash will work “more
strenuously than ever against the
system of injustice” and will use
the coming election to “raise is-
sues which voters should be
thinking about”, Mrs Mary Burton
said yesterday after being re-
elected natmlgjﬂ president of the,

The organization charged the NSMS
with operatmg “behind a cloak of se-
crecy”, being “profoundly undemo-
cratic” and “dominated by the mili-
tary and police”,

The conference condemned the de-
tention of thousands of South Africans
throughout the country, who were de-
tained “without benefit of due process
of law”,

Blac o, S ear The conference accepted that this
runn]:ns%;:gh"*-{{ﬁ the second yea opposition “is also our duty” and com-

She w xsf)eék.mg at the end of the Mitted itself to “unrelenting opposi-
four-day *ah;malinat:onal conference ton to apartheid, (;o}rlltzllnuxng xpo-
in Rond bgsch“ai which 200 members, Sure ofthe way in which the concept o
delegatésdndyobservers from around ~reform’ is being used to disguise the
the couni Yyipfesented reports on Way power is consolidated in the
Black Sashiag I gtivities. hands of the national security council

She degéribed some of the reports
from 4 e viirious regions as “deeply
dlstur ng?‘mpartlcularly reports on
nt and the ‘terrible
J.v 5{231 «uwhlch people were

Th%;,m

and the ruling party”.

The Black Sagh reaffirmed its oppo-
sition to foreed removals and “de-
plored” Mr Chris'Heunis's' statement
that at least 21973 people would be
moved in 1987.

“The contention that these' removals

day fofythesfirsttime since the decla- _are to the benefit of the communities
rat1 {*t qtlm};eﬁlergency of June 12, °concerned and not politically in-

reso AT
WA p ‘cgndemn this resort (by gov-

spired is totally fallacious,” the con-
ference said.

haslike
teit wvan

The conference further condemned
the continued detention of children
under state of emergency regulations,
and noted that the Child Care Act
affords children no protection.

memmneg)éto inereased repression.
2y ?FJJ.Tovcall for an.end to repressive
" phﬁ@dliclﬁs
& viggitallTo work more strenuously than

) w“egyer against the system of injustice

«that is plunging our country into
ever-deepening confliet”.

O To work for the achievement ofa
just, democratie, non-racial society in
a reunited South Africa.

In a statement condemning the
National Security Management Sys-
tem (NSMS), the conference stated its
“alarm”.that “‘behind the facade of
parliamentary rule”, the NSMS had
taken over the real government of the
country. -~

“These arbitrary detentions are vio-
lations of justice which could lead to a
backlash of such hatred that all hopes
of a just, democratic future will be
destroyed,” the conference stated,
and demanded the immediste release
of detained children.

O Mrs Di Bishop and Mrs Margaret
Nash were re-elected as vice-presi-
dents and Mrs Rosemary van Wyk
Smith was elected as a third vice-
president. — — .
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SHEENA DUNCAN- of the Black
Sash, giving evidence before the
Munnik Commission, said she was
not told who would fund the “Un-
ban the ANC” advertisements
when asked whether she wouild
support them.

Neither was the Black Sash
. | .asked to make any contribution to-

wards the funding, Duncan — di-

rector of the Sash’s Transvaal ad-
vice office — told the inguiry
yesterday.

The commissicn is sitting in the
~“Rand Supreme Court under the
chairmanship of Cape Chief Jus-
tice Mr Justice Munnik. The depu-
ty Attorney-General of the Cape —
Francois van Zyl, 8§ C — is leading
evidence for the commission.u

Duncan concurred with Mr Jus-
fice Munnik that there “was a
clear understanding that yon
would not be expected to make any
contribution towards the cost of
the advert”.

She said she had been approach-
ed by a Derek Hanekom before last
Christmas and asked whether the
Black Sash would add its name to
the list of supporters of the adver-
tisements.

“And 1 said: ‘Yes, certainly, the
Black Sash could support it, be-
cause it contained nothing that we
as an organisation have not said
many times before’.”

The commission later heard that
five days before the advertise-
ments appeared, United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF) national trea-
surer Azhar Cachalia had said

Fuhding the UDF’

PATRICK BULGER

there was a “shortfall” in the
UDF's funds and that he was pessi-
mistic about raising the R100 000
for them at short notice.

According to an affidavit sub-
mitted to the commision by attor-
ney Krish Naidoo, who placed the
advertisements for the UDF, Ca-
chalia had told bhim on January 2
that he would, however, try to ob-
tain the funds.

“During the early part of the
afternoon of January 6, I received

" acall from Cachalia, who said that

he had a ‘bank cheque for
R100 a00.”

Naidoo said he was first app-
roached on December 21 last year
by Murphy Morobe, acting public-
ity secretary of the UDF.

Not illegal

“He advised me thai the UDF
had decided to have adverts insert-
ed in a number of newspa
throughout the country which
X&uéc’l, call for the unbanning of the

He related how he had then
visited the oifices of The Star
newspaper in Johanmeshurg and
SA Associated Newszﬁapers {Saan
— now Times Media Limited),
whose lawyers decided the adver-
{isements were not illegal. He also
found out that the advert}sgents

CODUNCAN . .. not told who
would fund UDF advertisements

would cost a tfotal of about
R100 000.

On January 29 he again spoke to
Morobe, who said he should con-
tact Cachalia who would arrange
the financing.

After receiving the cheque, he
made out four cheques: to The Star
{for R62 726), to the Weekly Mail
{R1680), to New Nation (R1296)
and to City Press (R5 670). _

Naidoo later made out a cheque
in favour of Saan for R32 054, after

s “Shortrall

learning that both Business Day
and the Sunday Times had
agreed to accept the advertise-
ments.

The advertisements subsequent-
ly apé)eared in 16 newspapers
around the counfry.

“On January 9, I received a
cheque for R5 000, being the contri-
bution from the SA Council of
Churches towards the adverts,”
Naidoo said.

“On February 4, I received a
cheque from Saan for R25 704, be-
ing in respect of the advert which
had not been published in the Sun-
day Times.

Refused overdraft

“On February 16, I received a
chegque from Argus for R13 608 in
respect of the adverts not pub-
lished in The Siar, the Sunday
Tribune and the Natal Mercury.”

At the start of yesterday’s pro-
ceedings, Johannes Greyvenstein
— manager of the Sauer Street
branch of Volkskas Bank, where
“Mr Z” (Yusuf Surtee) kept an
account — said that he had refused
Surtee overdraft facilities without
security.

Greyvenstein said Surtee had
never given any indication that he
was in a position to bring accounts

- to the bank.

The hearing continues today,
when Cachalia is due fo give evi-
dence.
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What reform?

For a few days in Cape Town last week, the
Black Sash annual conference managed in a
small way to draw the media spotlight away
from white party "politics. Its focus was on
the enormons problems still facing SA de-
spite “reform” and the relative calm brought
on by emergency rule.

The four days of discussion were a sober-
ing reminder by a band of dedicated, mainly
white, women of what is happening “on the

other side of the trac|
ties around the country.

was later re-elected national president, was
not shart on the traditional emotionalism

" in black communi-

In her opening address, Mary Burton, who

Contrnued on Page 53
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from the chair. Despite official claims that
unrest was waning under the emergency, she
told delepates, “we hear from townships all
over the country of the despair and distress
and anger felt by people suffering under the
repressive presence of the forces of the
State.”

Burton said the emergency rcgulations
made it even maore difficult for organisations
such as the Black Sash to work towards
pressuring government into negotiations
aimed at a non-racial and just society.

“Despite all the restrictions on publishing
information, we must continue to try to ex-
pose the facts as we witness them. The truth
is a powerful tool and we must use it with
courage and confidence ... We can assure
other white South Africans, from our own
experience, that non-racialism js alive and

well in this country, if not in its governing
structure.

“The quality of the society we can look
forward to in the future depends on the
guality of the contribution we make to it
now.”

Reports from the organisation’s regional
executives and advice offices were particu-
larly enlightening.

First, the Johannesburg advice office —
the busiest in the country. Former Black
Sash president Sheena Duncan and re-
searcher Joy Harnden reported that 16 18]
interviews conducted last year at the Johan-
nesburg advice office showed mounting an-
ger among blacks. This was blamed on “un-
scrupulous employers” and the failure of
“reform.”

The report says the repeal of the pass laws

employers and the amount of downright il-
legal behaviour. At least 46% of all probiems
presented in 1986 arcse from unemploy-
ment.” Complaints include:

0 Many (358) cases of abuse of warkers,
often featuring physical assault;

O Unfair dismissals and retrenchments.
“People come to the office in a group to say
they were told to leave without warning and
without reasons being given and without
praper pay.

“Others complain that they arrived at
work to find the firm closed overnight, the
doors locked and no one there to deal with.
These “fly-by-night” companies are most
difficuit to trace. They leave their workers

last year has far from made the Black Sash
advice offices redundant. The number of
interviews conducted in Johannesburg in
1986 was 13% up on the previous year.

“There is an entirely new system of law,
but there is no real freedom of movement.
There are new names to government offices,
but the same officials continue to deal with
the public. The burcaucratic obstruction,
which we have complained about so often in
the past, continues unabated.

“Deplorable employment practices con-
tinue. For every company which has an orga-
nised labour force and positive employment
practices there must be 10 others which
exploit their workers and cheat them of their
lepal rights,” the report claims.

“Advice workers are astounded at the
widespread evasion of legal obligations by

Black Sash'’s Burton . .
the facts

. exposing

without UIF cards, without pay, without tax
certificates, without redress,

“Many workers get severence pay without
any statement of a breakdown of the pay-
ment. ‘We are paid from the till' and *“We are

just given cash with nothing’ are frequently
heard from workers,” according tc the re-
searchers; and

] Pension fund inefficiency. Funds are
struggling 10 keep pace with the demands on
them.

“Inefficiency heightens the reirenched
and dismissed worker’s plight. People are
faced with inordinately long waiting periods.
Files are lost or destroyed,” the report says.

Other regional reports highlight increas-
ing black poverty, particularly in rural areas
and often related to unemployment and/or
alleged employer malpractices, the deepen-
ing crisis in biack education and the plight of
emergency detainees and their families. M
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Own Correspondent -

JOHANNESBURG. — Mrs
Sheena Duncan of the Black
Sash, giving evidence before
the Munnik Commission, said
she was not told who would
fund the “Unban the ANC”
advertisements when asked
whether she would support
them.

Neither was the Black Sash
asked to make any contribution
towards the funding, Mrs Duncan
— director of the Sash’s Trans-
vaal advice office — told the in-
quiry yesterday.

The commission is sitting in the
Rand Supreme Court under the
chairmanship of Cape Chief Jus-
tice Mr Justice Munnik. The dep-

—
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uty Attorney-General of the Cape,
Mr Francois van Zyl, 8C, is lead-
ing evidence for the commission.

Mrs Duncan said she had been
approached by Mr Derek Hane-
kom before last Christmas and
asked whether the Black Sash
would add its name to the list of
supporters of the advertise-
ments.

«“aAnd I said: ‘Yes, certainly, the
Black Sash could support it, be-
cause it contained nothing that
we as an organization have not
said many times before'.”

The commission later heard
that five days before the adver-
tisements appeared, UDF
national treasurer Mr Azhar Ca-
.chalia had said there was a
“shortfall” in the UDF!s funds
and that he was pessimistic about
railsing the

R100 000 at
short notice.
According to
an affidavit
submitted to
the commision
by attorney Mr
Krish Naidoo,

who placed the

Al your Storage needs under your own lock and key .

advertisements
for the UDF, Mr
Cachalia had
told him on

January 2 that he would, how-
ever, try to obtain the funds.
“During the early part of the
afternoon of January 6, I received
a call from Cachalia, who said =
that he had a bank cheque for |
R100 000.”

Mr Naidoo said he was first ap-
proached on December 21 last |:
yvear by Mr Murphy Morobe, act-
{rllngublicity secretary of the

“He advised me that the UDF
had decided to have adverts in-
serted in a number of news-
papers throughout the country
which would call for the unban-
ning of the ANC.” i

He said he had then visited the
offices of The Star in Johannes-
burg and SA Associated News-
papers (SAAN — now Times Me-
dia Limited), whose lawyers
decided the advertisements were |
not illegal. He also found out that'
the advertisements would cost a
total of about R100 000. i

On January 29 he again spoke
to Mr Morobe, who said he should
contact Mr Cachalia who would
arrange the financing.

The hearing continues today
with Mr Cachalia due to give evi-

dence,
1 A “Teal$ wolw 7?3 T».,.,‘
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. By Jo-Anne Collinge
nMany would-be pension-
ers have found the new
identity document more
of a curse than a blessing,
“the Johannesburg Black
“'Sash reports.

In some instances pen-
“'sion applicants have been
Otold that their application
“must be postponed until
{they have their new IDs.
¢ According to the Black

Sash, one Johannesburg
pension applicant was
.ctold to return in April as
.ithe office was dealing
,only with identity docu-
tment applications.
- The official policy of
othe Department of De-
~ velopment Planning is
Jthat identity document
-and pension applications
should be taken simultan-

eously, says deputy direc- |

Ator Mr 8 J Verwey.
*  He said the old,docu-
_ments presented adminis-
_trative problems as the
..computer had been pro-
.J.grammed to take the
new-format ID number.
But this was not a good
enough reason to delay
';the pension application,
‘he explained, and added
“‘that formal instructions
“'to process pension and ID
2 applications simultan-
T+eously would soon be sent
-' out to all pension clerks.
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| Police confiscate

four Sash posters

Staff Reporter’” .
FOUR Black Sash posters

.| bearing the words “Why can’t
'we call for the release of de-'
'| tainees?” were confiscated by
.| the police today.

More than 80 members had
been taking part in a “stand” in

Sea Point, Rosebank, Ronde--

bosch, Claremont, Wynberg,
Plumstead and Muizenberg.
Black Sash president Mrs
Mary Burton was held for an
hour at Rondebosch police sta-

-tion. |

“The police made it quite
clear I was not under arrest,
although we were questioned,”
she said. .

Mrs Burton said that after
the segurity police arrived,
they were told the police had
“misinterpreted” the situation
and they were free to go.

Their posters were returned.

Black Sash member Mrs
Jenny Boraine said she was ap-
proached by police at 7.50am
while standing on Rondebosch
Common. -

She said they told her they

had official permission to con-
fiscate the poster.

“I am extremely angry. They
had no right to take it. We had
official permission from the
City Council to be on the
streets this morning,” she said.

“l demand the police return
our posters.”

WILL NEGOTIATE
The co-ordinator of the
“stands”, Ms Anne Finsen, said
four posters were confiscated
by police in Wynberg and -

. Claremont.

Mrs Burton said they inter-
preted the police’s “misinter-
pretation” as meaning that the
stand was perfectly legal.

“We intend resuming our
demonstration at 4.30 this af-
ternoon. We shall have to nego-
tiate with the police to get our
four posters back from the
Wynberg police station.”

Police spokesman Lieutenant
Attie Laubscher confirmed {wo
posters had been confiscated
and taken to the Wynberg po-
lice station. No-one had bee
arrested. ’
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TWOrlméﬁ'ibers of the Black Sash searing placards
in Ronde‘b‘osch were yesterday bneﬂy detamed and
duestivried, .

Arnigd with'placards readmg “Why Can't We ¢all
For The Release Of Detainees?”, the, Black Sashi
manned® one-person -pickets. yesterday m ar:qu .
pointsithiroughout the Peninsula.: 5

Confiriing the police action, a pollce ha’ son‘ofﬁ—
cer for. the Western Cape; Captain'Jan CGalitz, said
the women were guestioned at Rondebosch pohce
station'about their placards...,,

They were later released’ and police were con-
tmumg the1r mvesngatzons, he sa1d
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Police restrained from
assaulting asha.w” rke

| The -Argus Correspon ent ’% 7 '\-’1?
'BEAST LONDOW. — A Duncan Village resI ent was
assaulted by municipal police when ‘hé: sinquired
| about a radio they had taken from him, it was
_claimied in :papers’ before the Grahamstown Su-

pre;neb‘Count : ‘ﬁ .
y Mr ustice Kannemeyer granted an mternn of-
de;z rpstrbmmg the. municipal police from assault-
ingior ‘threatening Mr Anthony MacKiben, a trans-

lator in the Black Sash advice office.

The» apphcatmn ‘was brought on, behalf of Mrr )
MacKlben by his mother, Mrs -Olga MacKlben,
. against the Gompo Town Commlttee under«whose
authorlty ‘the’ pohce fall. '

h return date 1s May 21.

)

) Inra 'aiﬁdawt Mr .MacKiben said poh%e;; t(}ok
hls‘?i‘)ortable radio when they stopped and searched’
h1m¢rwh11e he was walkmg in the street on Alrprx} 10,

: i
'Whén fie went to mqulre abouf the radm,fh w ng*-
taken into anoffice and assaulted, he sald“i«-%r }f’-‘i
4
1
1

Aq’mumcxpal polmeman struck him “w1th‘§al1 open:
hatid in the face; an elbow in the stomach and with ?
a fist in the mouth-and eye”. Two other pohcemeu
were present throughout the assault, he said.:’ o

HJ.S Tadio was hande‘d;xback later and he sald one ‘:
of the policemen had threatened #hat-“if he saw me',
in the street he will do somethmg'ito ‘me and might
even shoot me”. )




Sash worke
N ‘wins court/y
{ application’

R + By FRANZ KROGER,
N East London -

N A BLACK Sash worker was, assaulted
\\—\-j by mumczpal police in Duncan Village
XS after inquiring about a radio they had
( taken from him, it was clalmed in
papers this week before thc

S Grahamstown Supreme Court.
B‘ Mr Justice. Kannemeyer issued an .
0 mtenm interdict restraining the

“greénflies™ from assaulnng of
thrcatenmg Anthony MacKiben,
employed in the Black Sash Adwce
Office as 2 translator,  *

In an - affidavit- before court,
MacKiben said police had taken a
portable.radio-he had clipped to his
belt when they stopped and searched
him in the street on Apnl 10, and
when ‘he wert to mqun‘e about the
radio; he was taken into an ofﬁce and
assaulted.

‘His radio had been handed back 1o
him later, he said, amid thredts from
one of the polscemen involved in the

7 alleged assault who, he, saidy
threatened that “if he saw me'in the
street he will do'something to me, and
might even shoot me.”

‘MacKiben said he had not stayed at
home since the alleged. assaulis but had
slept in Mdam§ane, goingitdework
carly and returming late t‘o‘thd the
municipal pohceasb'fgv WA 5
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JOHANNESBURG. — Soyth 1
of a greater love than blind adh
policies that have wrecked the economy and
seen thousands die in fownships and now on
city streets, the Black Sash said in a state-
ment yesterday.

“The actions at Cosatu House (trade union
headquarters in Johannesburg raided twice
by police in the past two weeks) and the
shootings on the campus of the University of
Cape Town should have shocked South Afri-
cans to the core,” it said.

The “civil: war” in the country for nearly

three years had come out of the townships
and into the cities, the statement said.
How much longer hefore it knocked on
suburban deors?
“How much longer before white South
Africans sit up and say ‘ne, apartheid must
end, the shooting must stop’?”

- It said its aim was to see “one Souf.h

Africa, one people”. o

O Thirty-three Sash members stood apart
in an hour-long demeonstration at peak hour
yesterday morning along twe of Johannes-
burg’s busiest roads. — Sapa '
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posed

“wé cannot detain themor |
-.ifil} their, minds. w:th*feari
+ nand'hatred. o

hatred”, - the 'statément. -,
4 said,

[40d

SOUTH AFRICA is worthy of a greater love than
blind adherence to policies that have wrecked the
economy and seen thousands die in townships and
NOW on city streets, the Black Sash said in a state-
ment yesterday.
@ %.-*The actions at Cosatu Hoiise (trade union head-
quartcrs in Johannesburg raided twice by police in the
past twa weeks) and the shootings on the campus of
the University of Cape Town should bave.shocked
South Africans to the core,” the statement said.
'W”The “civil war™ the country had experienced for
early three years had come out of the townships and
&to the cities, the statement said.
i'?’ How much longer before it knocked on suburban
doors‘?
¥ «How much longer before white South Afncans sit

?up and say ‘no, apartheid must end, the shooting must
stop?

N
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{ " “QOur children havc n,u‘y:
be protected and, taught .
1o love, None of this will’
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JOH”KNNESBIJ:RG - A full-page ad-
vertisement relatihg to detentions
and placed by the Black Sash, was
. withdrawn by the Business Day news-
paper late on Monday on legal advice.
This-¢ame after a police warning on
Monday evening that they would con-
tinue applying restrictions on the
niedia — which were overturned by
the Natal Supreme Court last month
: — because an appeal had been noted
against the judgment.

Business Day’s legal advice was that
publishing the advert would expose
the newspaper to unacceptable risk of
seizure,

Meanwhile, lawyers said yesterday
that the police were incorrect in de-
claring they could continue to enforce
the. emergency media regulations
scraéwped by the Natal Supreme Court,
pending the state’s appeal.  oiS|¥r

A statement from the police public

| -__AdVertise_mnt wih'rn |

relations division in Pretoria said the
SAP would apply the regulations.con-
cerned as in the past, unfil the resuit
of the appeal was made known. '

“The SAP will, in every instance
where the media regulations econ-
cerned are breached, take steps re-
quired by the law,” it said,

However, 8 newspaper attorney, Mr
Peter Reynolds, said: “The judgment
in effect invalidates those portions of
the media regulations dealt with by
the judgment.

“The fact that it was given in Natal
and that there is a pending appeal, do
not alter this fact, It is the law until
such time as the decisionis altered? 2

An advocate said & décision ‘ofithe
Supreme Court laid down the lawiand:
the pending appeal could-Tiot ¢haf g8,
this. “In effect, the; Natalicolrt, sias
said.there was never any lgw.
points,” he said. — Sapa ()
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Black’ Sash warning

. I{y Nt

The‘ ‘Black Sash has warned that vio-+ *
lence. could follow the announcement
thaf kwaNdebele is to take indepen-.
denice’ retrospective to December 11
1986.

Chief Minister Mr George Mahlangu
announiced the independence yester-’
day.

It follows the expulsion from the
Lepislative Assembly of four promi-
nent anti-independence activists, and
the Jallmg of another during the past
fortmght .

Independence was rejected by the
Legxslative Assembly last August

4

“The" Transvaal chau-man of the
‘Black Sash; Mrg: Ethel Walt, said she
felt pessimlstm about the “troubled
birth' of 'this so-callei new nation —
- with the security forces as midwife”..

*The fact that they had to detain or
dismiss people. from the Legislative
Assembly really casts doubts that this
was a unanimous decision. '

“We are afraid there is goirg to be a
great deal of unrest in the area be-
cause there is opposition to indepen-
dence in the area,”'she said. -

" @ See Page 4.
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. CAPE TOWN — Two

members of the Black

. Sash were picked up ‘

from their pickets-
Rondebosch by police
yesterday and, after be-

| ing held brlefly for
quest1onmg, later re- :
' leased along with their -

placards.
More than 80 mem-

'bers had been taking

part in a “stand” -in Sea
Point, Rosebank, Ronde-
bosch, Claremont, Wyn-
berg, Plumstead and
Muizenberg. They were
armed with placards
reading “Why Can’t We

Call For The Release Of

Detainees?”,

“The national presi-
dent of the Black Sash,
Mrs Mary Burton, was
held for an hour at
Rondebosch police sta-
tlon

Confirming the police

'actmn, a police laison

ofﬂcer for the Western

.Cape, ' Captain Jan Ca-
litz, said the women

were questioned about
their placards at Ronde-
bosch police station.

- They were later re-
leased and police were
continuing their investi-

‘gatiﬁns, ye*‘saiq. —Sapa




. The. Black Sash has chal-
lenged the Foreigh Mm1ster
'YMr Pik Botha: and .newspa-
I pers “who have rightly con-
rdeniﬁed the 'detention of: a
| T4-year-old- girl’ in Zim-
tbabwe to call now for.the .
/ teléase of all child detamees |

iriSouth Africa and to push

for Tegislation to ensuré- that

th:s barbarous practxce?wﬂl
n L

: tetday ‘the Black Sash’ de-’
, plored the detenition of Lisa .
Spaldmg in’ Ziribabwe 1
remmded South Afrw 1]
-that there: ‘were: hundfed vof -
children in’ detentwn in’ tlns
country
“1The, statement released
by ‘Transvaal chaxrman Mrs’
Ethel Walt, pointed ot that
:“yesterday was Internatlo aI
;- ChlldrensDay
~1We call on’ all"
Afncans to pledge to,» ‘work
- foward a just peace (fot all
children in this eontry. "
“'We call for an énd to
- child detentions and for
_equal, opportumtxes for all
¢hildren.— from. the. the
L) ht to live with their par-
“énts in, adequdte shelter fo -
equal nonrac1a1 educatn 3"
~ the statement réad
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' challenged “Foreign
Minister, Pik Botha and
newspapers. “who have
rightly.” condemned the
detention of a 14-year-old
girl in Zimbabwe fo now

call for-the release of all -
child - detainees in South

.Africa and to’ push for
legislation to ensure that

this' barbarous practice: | /
t-- just peace for all children

will never again occur in
this country.”

In- a statement, the
Sash deplored the
detention of young Lisa
Spaldino in Zimbabwe

'SASH CHALLENGE

' e""‘ _.“ -] ,zi.v;

THE Black’ Sash has ""\but

reenigin

- (016) 22-104 |
anderbl} park. (016) 33&3

B s ittt R Sy

reminded South
" Africans that there were

" hundreds of children in
- detention in the country.
" 'The statement, releas-

ed by Transvaal chair-

-.m_an; Mrs Ethel Walt,

- pointed out that yester-
day was International

"Children’s Day. “Wecall
r on all South Africans to

pledge to work toward a

in this country.

“We call for an end to
child detentions and for
equal opportunities for
all children — from the
right to live with their
parents in adequate
shelter to equal, non-
racial education,” the
statement read.
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The tragedy engulfing South Africa was expressed most
starkly and herrfyingly in the brutalisation of a whole
generation of young people, white and black, Mrs Joyce
Harris of the Black Sash said at a Vigil for Peace
in Joltamneshurg yesterday.

Hundreds of people attended the lunchtime gathering
at St Mary’s Cathedral Anglican and Methodist runis-
ters led prayers for the first hour.

Mrs Harris said the state of emergency graphically
{llustrated the Government’s mability to govern without
the use of force and surely questioned its legitimacy.

“There is no reasonable sort of future for anyone in
our country if the policy of repression takes final con-
trol, as it shows every sign of doing. with counter-vio-
lence m its wake. = .

“Perhaps the tragedy which is engulfing our country
is expressed most starkly and hotrifyingly in the brutaki-
sation of at least one whole generation of qur young
people, white and black, who area product of the society
in which they are ving and functioning, and for whom
rehabilitation will surely be very difficult

“The omens for the future are not encouraging We
seer to be moving backwards into real totalitariamsm
in wiich the Government, despite even its cwn ﬂawgd

New Emergency
under attack

The re-imposition of the state of emergency would only
have a long-term positive effect if the State President
adopted a statesmanlike policy and used the breathing
space provided to umplement negottations with all the
representatives of black people, the South African Tetstj-
tute of Race Relations (SATRR) said yesterday. . s

The yeat-old state of emergency had seen a reduction
10 nezdents of violence, a drop 1n deaths from pobtical
unzest, and less violence between rivat black groups, but
agamnst this must be measured the cost of regula-

In Cape Town, Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu
sa1d he was not surprised that President Botha had umn-
posed another state of emergency

It was becoming increasmgly difficult for pecple to
protest peacefully agamst the South African Govern-
merd. he said.

In London. The Guardiam. in a leading article yester-
day. said the re-impesition was a stark reminder that
the struggle agamst apartheid side and outside South
Africa was gong to be “a depressingly long hant”.

Police stay away as Black S

tions that infringed people’s avil rights, the SATRR said. |

tricemeral parliament, holds itself upaccountable” - -

Mr Frank Meintjies, of the Congress of SA Trade

Ufmons (Cosatu), said South Africa was watching the rise
of = Y
He challenged his audience to join a democratic or-
ganisation because they could not stand on the side to
watch genocude similar to Nazi Germany.

“Through a democratie organisation we can tap the
strength of millions of people opposed to tyranny and we
can build the future we want.”

While some pecple sang freedoms sengs, fowers to
be taken to Soweto and Alexandra were laid at the
front of the church next to a sign rernembering people
who had died violently since June 16 1976 4nd calling for
prayers for a united, non-racial South Africa and the
lifting of the state of emergency.

About 70 members of the Black Sash held a poster
demonstration on main roads inte Johannesburg yester-
day to protest against the state of emergency

Commutets on Jan Smats Avenue, Empire Road,
Oxford Road, Wanderers and Sunmonds Streets were
greeted by the women holding posters.

The Sash Transvaal regional chairman, Mrs Ethel
Walt, said the turnout of “40 odd” was one of the largest
in recent times.

“This is an tndication of how strongly people feel
about the state of emergency,” she said.

Mrs Walt sa:d one demonstrator had been taken away
by police, but the Liaison officer for the Witwatersrand,
Lieutenant Pierre Louw, said no ope was arrested or
detamned.

Police were aware of the demcnstratien, but “no ac-
tion was taken™

The Black Sash demonstrated in central Durban early
yesterday. Placards in West, Suuth and Broad streets
tpok many early morning commuters by surprise.

+ The silent protest attracted attention from passers-by
and demonstrators were swom at by some people.

Professor L.J Boulte. dean of the school of law at the
Unwversity of Natal has called on lawyers to voree their
protest against the state of emergency

“The emergency has allowed the exzecutive te act
as maker, enforcer and arhitrator of the law: m many
areas 1t has seriously eroded the traditional powers of
Parhament and the courts. It has demed people access
to lawyers, to the courts and to normal civil and crumi-
nal law remedies.

“This 15 an epportune tme for lawyers to add ther
voices to those calling for an end to the state of emer-
gency and the establishment of the rule of law,” said
Professor Boulle — Stafi Reporter, Sapa. Own Corre-
spondent.
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A member of the Black Sash stands by bunches of flowers during a Vigil o
Cathedral yesterday to mark the first anniversary of the state of emergency. The flowers were
laid on the graves of Alexandra children killed in o bus crash in the Bustern Transvaal recently.
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Dispatch Reporter

EAST LONDON — The branch of the
Black Sash here opened an advice of-
fice this year in response to requests
of assistance from the public, the
chairman, Mrs Sue Power, said in her
report to the organisation’s annual °
meeting.. -

Mrs Power, who was re-elected,
i said the organisation had recewed
many requests for help after the de-
tention of staff members of two other
advice offices — the People’s Advice
Office and the Afesis advice office.

The Black Sash advice office
opened on March 1 this year and had
been “very busy,” she said.

The majority of cases received con-
cerned complaints against municipal
policemen, and the acquisition of
identity documents and detentions.

A field worker had been employed
and the research and work of the ad-
vice office now would be “much more
thorough,” Mrs Power said.

A fact paper on the residents of
Kwelera, who had been regarded as
part of Ciskei and were later “re-
turned to South Africa” had been pre-
pared and‘swould be presented to the

ing had been done in the area.

Mrs Power said residents who had
experienced difficulties in obtaining
identity documents were now able to
apply to the Department of Home Af
fairs for documents if they had afflda-
vits to prove their identity. -

Turning to Duncan Village, Mrs
Power said, ‘conditions in the town-
ship continued to be “very bad”.

“The high schools have not yet re-
opened, health and welfare services
are not yet fully restored, and the
rent boycott ;till continues.”

Many memnibers of the Duncan Vil-
lage Residents’ Association, which
was formed in July 1986, had ‘been in
detention for more than a year.

Mrs Power said the Black Sash, to-
gether with other organisations, had
formed a crisis committee to assist

' Potsdam residents who fled from Cis-

kei in February this year.

Although the majority of residents
had returned to Ciskei they were be-
ing “harassed by vigilantes and the
Ciskei police” and were living in fear,
Mrs Power said.

Other executive members who
were elected at the meeting were Mrs

Y A I

el

orgamsatwnsnatmnal conference. = p.y Flemmer, (vice chairman), Mrs

Much " work on problems ranging Val Viljoen (treasurer) and Mrs Jean
from pensions, detentions to plough- Daphhe (secretary).
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i \U ySheena Duncan T
“\ A of the Black Sash

On Jnly 30 4, powerfnl bomb is iie-
‘tonated‘in Johannesburg A few
“days; before that Nobandla Bam has
.died;in"detention at the': ‘age of 56“
after 11 months of 1mpmsonment
w1thouf trial. a
on’ July 30 four men appear m 3
London court charged: with conspif:
<ing to kidriap members:of the ANE
On July 9 three peoplé-ar¢ shot dead
'in Swazﬂand -The assassins have not-
yet been Jidentified.’ ‘ Yl
OnJiily 24 Eri¢- Mntonga of Masa
is assassmated in: the ‘Eastern Cape,
On the. samé*day.Zola. Nozewu,na
|, community leader -in Potsdam (-15'
“murdered. -
'On July 30 three people are 1p
: jured-in.a lanqimxsne. explosmn nea:;
"Pont ant o : o
b its: ooan adm1ss on
of” llablhty 't g
Minister of Latv
and:Qrder’ pdy
out R1;3 rnillioh |
toi151, peop]e who .
suiiered grievous
108k ‘when the!p'o-'
licé shot 21. people
dead. and injured
many: more at
£ Ultenhage o;n
: “March 21 1985, ~;
Does thxs mean ‘W€ must Mo,
longer talk. to the South Afncan
Govemment‘? i
. War.is, terrlble, vmlence is terri-,
] Dble; af,nd is.to be’ condemned bt
.those §who are nOW, 50 vnclferously
& condemmng the: Dakar talks should
tell us if thiey are pacifigts, - hoA
| The ‘Minister of Defence is cer-
tamly tiot a peclﬂst .Are Mr Harry,
Schwarz.and the ‘State: Presidént-
pacmsts‘? Are all those members of
;-the' pubhc who ‘conderiin violeiike®
entnrely nion-violent-themselves:ahd:*
I if so; are they pregiared to surrendbr
thelr privately owned guns? s
. The’answer js’ almost certamTy
no;;.because they believe that their
fown -violence is Justlfzed while their,
opponents’ vidlence is not. (i
e, who are truly concerned *I:g
end to: v1olent conﬂmﬁﬂn

37
—_

0T
g
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‘ ~me“e’tmg‘-‘tbgether

.Thosd who condemn talks ai-'er
fnelhng the .violence ‘and must ac-
] ,cept responsibility for, doingso. _
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The.aBlack Sash.said today it
would protest in Johannesburg
rrow agamst fiew press re-

stm wns '
Ina statement the antx-apart-

. he1d¢ group said:
|- ¥ithe iBlack ‘Sash is’ appalled

JErowing arrogancg and
autocracy of this Govemment

which is treating all people;mth
»mcreasmg contempt. .. %

TeParliament can exerclse l:t~
tle eontral over what appéars to
‘bérBecoming a presidential dic-
tamrshlp which is riding in-
creaﬁmgly roughshod over:what

t renining of the rights ang:liber-
{ tiegof all the people.  Sa

~The press-is threatened, the

1 universities are threatened, the
‘|\Government’s own severely

flawed constitution is threa-
‘tened, the funding of opposition

~‘urganisatlons is threatened, the

orgamsatlons themselVes are
ithréatened, and: we seem to be

| smkmg into a-dark age of im-

poséd ignorance and mailed-fist
confrol,” said the statement
Tt’said the Black Sash; vfl]l be
demonstatmg agamshmthis
progression towards a,totalliarl-
an.disaster” tomorrow morning
along Jan Smuts! Avenue N
“Posters will read “Hands Off
thenPressy, “Hands Off Wits”,
“‘Hands Up for Liberty”, ‘and
;}Stop “Waggmg that Finger at

s

protest agamsf curbs
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‘Appalled at the growing arrogance- and autocracx,,ﬁ@f“”tfhe

By LANGA SKOSANA‘

THE Black Sash will display
placards on Jan Smuts Avenue,
Parktown, Johannesburg, today
criticising the Government’s new
curbs on the Press which were
gazetted last Friday,

The curbs, which are aimed at
limiting the activities of the so-called
*alternative media” have been widely
criticised in South Africa and abroad.

According to a media lawyer, the
new powers extend the powers of the
Minister of Home Affairs, Mr Stoffel
Botha, to ban any publication even if
it has not committed any offence.

The major implication is that, if the
Minister holds the view that even
“lawfuil® material is undesirable, he
can act against a newspaper.

The publicity officer of the Black
Sash, Mrs Joyce Harris, said in a
statement yesterday that the Black
Sash was appalled at the growing
arrogance and autocracy of the
Government which is treating South
African citizens with contempt.

Dictatorship

“Parliament can exercisc little
control over what appears to be
becoming a presidential dictatorship
which is riding increasingly
roughshod over what remains of the
rights and liberties of alf the people.

“The Press is threatened, the
universities are threatened, the
Government’s own severely flawed
constitution is threatened, the funding
of the opposition organisations is
threatened, the organisations
themselves are threatened and we
seem to be sinking into a dark age of
ignorance and maited fist control,”
she said.

The demonstration will be held
between 7.15 and 8.15am.

The Southern African Catholic
Bishops® Conference (SACBC) is
deeply disturbed by the implications
of the .new regulations affecting the
alternative media, for these take
South Africa further down the road to
dictatorship says a statement issued
by the organisation.

“We advise those taken in by the
Government’s propaganda and the
use of the commuriist bogeyman not
to rejoice, but rather to mourn over
these measures against the media. For
it is not primarily the media being
attacked, but the people of the
country themselves who are being

""s:;w-v i

overn ment’

P ]

deprived of a most important means
of being informed about the other side
of the story. .
“The Government, which is run- -~ -
ning scared, isfitting larger and tighter * |
blinkers over the eyes of the white *-
electorate to shield them from the ugly
realities of South Africa today.
' “They will know even less of what
their black compatriots experience
and feel about those realities. The |
result will be even deeper polarisation,
“Furthermore, they will be even
less informed and aware of the :
urgency of working to secure a ' -°
settlement that will meet the . °°
aspirations of especially black South
Africans along the route of !
negotiations aimed at effective and
just power-sharing.

Alternatiye

“The alternative is a second Company.
Lebanon. We do not want that. We reiterate our standpoint that the

“On the other hand the new editorial content of the New Nation is

measures will provent the oppressed Dot fabricated to create a climate of

from makingtheir vdice heard as thigy uprest. Rather, what is reflected in the

&y out aﬁamst ihe injustice” and neWSpaperts thestark-reality of life in
inhumanity to which they are South-..‘Afrlca, partlcularly in the
subjected by the structures and agents townships and other black residential

of the apartheid system. areas.
Grateful

*“They are being deprived also of
the power inherent in their right to
speak for themselves and to demand *As the SACBC delegation which
that steps be taken to establish a just met the State President on November
and equitable system of government. 17 last year pointed out, the
This we believe will inevitably lead Government and the country as a
to frustration and anger. It bodes ill whole should be grateful to the New
for the efforts of those committed to Nation for informing them about the
seeking a peaceful solution. daily realities of the oppressed and the
We are particularly concerned sentiments they evoke, so that
about the fate of the New Nation, the appropriate steps might be taken
alternative newspaper owned by the towards a just and lasting setilement
Catholic Bishops Publishing to the current conflict.
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MRS JOYCE Harris.. Black Sash
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“Anyone interested in a negotiated ’

and peaceful settlement should in fact
be eager to get unsanitised
information on the lives and problems
of the people with whom and on
whose behalf they will be negotiating.

“QOur concern extends, however,
beyond the New Nation to the other
aiternative publications as well. It is
precisely because the SACBC sees
negotiation as a way to a peace based
on justice that it defends the right to
the existence of a free Press — for
without such a Press the views of and
information about the oppressed and
voiceless will not be known.

Folly

“We doubt whether we can
persuade the Government from its
folly of delaying the moment ripe for
peaceful negotiation by muzzling the
mouthpiece of the voiceless. But we
nevertheless appeal to them to rescind
the latest measures against the
alternative media,” the. statement
said.
® The United States was “deeply
distressed” by the imposition of
additional restrictions on the Press in
South Africa, an embassy spokesman
said in Cape Town yesterday.

“We are saddened to see that the
South African Government does not
trust its own ¢itizens with information
about the happenings in their
country,” the spokesman said.

The end result of restricting the
media would be to rob all the
country’s citizens of their right to be
infarmed.

“We are sorry to note the action
further removes South Africa from
the code of Western values to which it

professes to adhere,” the statements
said.

& Government CENsors may
theoretically be deciding whethereach
issue of certain newspapers; and
magazines may be published as soon
as four weeks from now.

; This is one of the effects of the
.controversial media curbs.

' The regulations, which empower
sthe Minister of Home Affairs, Mr
Stoffel Botha, to make subjective
decisions on whether to restrict the
publication of newspapers and
magazines, have been widely
criticised.

A Johannesburg media lawyer said
they empowered the minister “1o ban
a publication even if the material
which it is publishing is perfectly legal.

“] think that is a very serious
development in the ever-tightening
net of Press censorship because a
newspaper will now have to guess as
to the state of mind of the Minister.”

Inhibiting

The chairman of the South African
Media Council, Mr L de V van
Winsen, said their “'stringent and far-
reaching™ nature, applicable to all the
South African Press, would
undoubtedly have an additional
inhibiting effect on the free flow of
information reaching the public.”

He said the uncertainty as to the
intended scope of some of the
regulations and the severity of the
sanctions attached to their breach will
increase this effect.

The regulations empower the
Minister to warn periodicals that “in
his opinion™ they contain material he
considers as a threat to the public
safety, the maintenance of public
order or the lcrmmauon of thestate of
emergency.

If publishergFfail to heed hlS
warning and “continue to publish
allegedly inciting--or “‘threatening”
material, Mr Botha may prohibit
pericdicals’ publication unless they
had been previously approved by “a
person™ specified by him.

According to the regulations,
before he issues a warning or makes
publication subject to a censor's
approval, the Minister must notify
publishers in writing of his intention
to act in terms of the regutations, and
afford them two weeks to make
representations to him.

No mention was made in the
regnlations of appeals to a higher
authority.
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Call for help
for “eVicted &
farm workers

Daily Dispatch Reporter

EAST LONDON — The Black Sash has appealed ta
the government to pay urgent attention to the
plight of the families of labourers evicted from
farms afier they have resigned or are dismissed.

A spokesman for the Border region of the Black
Sash, Mrs Sue Power, said yesterday it was the re-
sponsibility of the government to “provide suitable
land within the borders of South Africa for dis-
placed persons to start a secure life without the
fear of future evietion.”

She was responding to the eviction of a family of
11 from a farm in the Kidd's Beach area this week-
end. They were transported off the property with
all their possessions by the farmer and left on the
si‘d%tof the road, where they remained for twe
nights,

Mrs Nopindile Kethe said her husband, Kolela,
had been a labourer on the farm before his death.

She said she was told to pay the farmer R800, to
cover losses caused by two of her sons who had
since left the area, or she and her family would be
evicted,

She had refused to take responsibility for the ac-
tions of her adult children and now she and her
family had nowhere to turn, Mrs Kethe said.

Mrs Power said many such families had been
resident on a farm for generations before they
were evicied and had no other home to go to.

This put both the farmer and the farm labourer
in an impossible position as the worker was “left
vulnerabie to exploitation by the farmer and will
put up with unsatisfaclory terms of employment
rather than resign and risk losing his home™.

. “On the other hand the farmer, who may have
legitimate reasons for dismissing an employee, will
be placed in the unenviable position of either hay-
ing to evict a whole family or allow them to remain
on his farm, occupying premises he requires for
new staff members,” Mrs Power said.

The farmer, Mr Norman Laaks, said Mrs Kethe's
sons had refused employment on his farm after the
death of Mr Kethe and had assaulted him, “ran
amock” in the area and stole cash and agricultural

equipment worth about R800.

A complaint had been made to the police but the
two could not be found, Mr Laaks said.

He said he had offered to allow the rest of the
family to remain on the farm if they paid him the
RB00 as he had felt sorry for them “but some time
people must start to feel sorry for me too”.

He said the family had been given four to five
months warning before they were evicted and had
been reminded every few weeks but had done noth-
ing to find alternative accommodation.

A spokesman for the Cape Provincial Adminis-
tration declined to comment on the situation yes-
terday, saying the matter would have to be fully in-
vestigated first.

. He said that if the family members were South
African citizens, accommodation would be* pro-
vided for them until they could find a new home.

——— - R '
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Gﬁvernment policies will lead to-

conflict between the haves and
have nots unless the housing back-
log is tackled, the Black Sash has
warned.”

About half a million people live in
*| shacks on the Witwatersrand, the or-
.| ganisation has estimated, while one in
six South Africans is homeless.

The Witwatersrand Network for the
Homeless will hold an ecumenical ser-
vice at St Mary’s Cathedral on Satur-
day at 1 pm, to be addressed by Bishop
Zithulele Mvernve.

Homeless everywhere

In a information package to co-in-
cide’with the service, the Black Sash
.said the homeless lived in backyards in
white, Indian and coloured residential
areas, in shacks behind houses in Afri-
can areas and in rented properties in
grey areas such ag Hillbrow, Yeoville
and Mayfair. 2.4 £+

They lived in.station waltmg rooms,
warehouses’and parks, on church and
mine propprrges, on agricuitural land

and on smallholdmgs, on, ?%he peri-
pheries of urban areas, and on'undeve-
loped land designated for residential
occupation by other groups, the organi-
sations said.

“Some have no shelter at 2ll and are
living under bushes, in cardboard
boxes which they fold up during the
day, in public lavatories, under bridges
and on city pavements.

“Homelessness is a huge and largely
uncatered-for phenomenon of crisis
proportions on the Witwatersrand.
There is a never-ending cycle of evic-
tion, demolition, prosecution and jail-
ings as a futile set of control measure
is deployed in vain to resist the inevita-
ble process of urbanisation. o

“If the important issues of Group
Areas and inequitable land allocation
are not urgently addressed it is likely
that the near future will see continued
and greater invasion of land by home-
less people.”

Looking to the future, the Black Sash
predicted further overcrowding in ex-
isting formal houses, the growth of
shacks, conflict between the haves and
have nots, cenflict between formal
town councillors and

other representatives,
and the invasion of white
spaces, vacant buildings
and lands. S

Despite official action,
this will be impossible o
control, cosﬂ}r and con-.
flict-ridden,”the move-
ment said. Whltes will in-
1 creasingly fearithat they
are being swamped~and
threatened. : |

The Black Sash said
small pieces :of land,
mainly in buffer strips,
were being.used, for
houses develcrpe;i by pri-
vate sector property de-
velopers.

The movement }mted
that houses bullt bj the
. SA Housing Trustcost
R14 000. Monthly repay-
ment, mcIudmg ‘munici-
pal levies and i insurances,
amounted to R220. -

[o
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% 7;7!3 /Qgptaff Reporter Y.
A PROJECTILE was fired at the platform of 4 Black
Sash meeting in Claremont Civic Centre last night.
The chairwoman of the meeting, Mrs Di Bishop,
immediately called on about 400 people for.calm
and said: “It is not teargas,” and people returged to
their seats. "y :: -
It was then established that a red signal flare had
been fired from outside the hall at an open window
directly in line with the speakers. X

The flare hit a woodeh window frame, bounced] .

into the garden and set a bush alight as acrid fumes
poured inte the hall. i

Restrictions on the press and on universities were
addressed at the “Who can Tell the Truth?’-billed
meeting. S W

Speakers were SA Counciliof Churches-viee-prési-
dent Ms:Sheena Duncai, UCT Law Professor Dennis
Davis®foFmer UCT SRC president Ms Carla Suthiér-
land and the Western Cape vice-president of the
‘S&?utle‘;”lﬁfrican Society of Journalists, Mr Ton

eaver. '

| Disruption at Sash|
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; ‘ "Q}N APPEAL by four: Black S\?lél méi:il rs against
“thelr convictions in terms of the Iniiﬁal‘ie‘gﬁﬁty
Act was upheld in the Grahamstown Supreme Court
j|- recently,
The women, Mrs Val Viljoen, Mrs Pat Flemer,
Mrs Sylvia Hagerty and Mrs Sue Power, were
convicted eartier this year in the East London
Magistrate’s  Court  of - attendirig™ an ~. illegal
gathering, after being drrested by police Gutside the
East London city ball in’ December last year.—
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"Sash memb*’e‘:‘-sm,j._'
appeal upheld.

:
Al

“

ot

CP CGmlpoudent

‘ THE Grahamstown Supreme Court has. npheld an'.
‘appeal. by four members of the Black Sash agains
“ -their ¢ conwct:on last - year ot‘ attendlng an illega
- gathering. ~ . v

.. The four, ail members of the East London branch
» of the Black Sash, are: Sue Power, Pat Flemme A
V:ljoen and Sylvia Hagerty. \

1d

The charges arose ‘from a stand the f
outssde the East London City Hall in May last year,
pi-otestmg the detentlon of members of the Duncan
Vlllage Res:dents’ Association.

They were found guilty of holding an illegal gather-
¥ ing in terms of the Internal Security Act and" glven ‘|
¢ suspended sentences of R150 or three months® impris-

onment. .; R

. zln last week’s appeﬁl, the cou

d ihitthe paserd
. ngalnst the’ accused as sét’ont in the'charge & sheet'and
" supported; by : evidence, did not constitute an illegal
gathermg .

- The State alleged that the jllegal gathering oc-
“'curred when they met in front of a statue outside the
hall, before taking turns to. hold a placard reading,
#Talk to our léaders, don’t detain them”: .

' However, the defence argued that théy had, imfact,
‘gathered at a riearby bus step and staod singly in front
:‘of the statue, — Elnews., -
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Sash conviction o

# -@\. 8
overturned RO
By LOUISE FLANAQANS’; CS
THE Grahamstown Supreme Court I
has overturned the conviction of four !
Black Sash members for holding an
illegal gathering — apparently be-
cause the state couldn’t decide exactly
where the offence took place.

The charges related to a series of
solitary protests in front of a statue
‘ outside the City Hall, holding a plac-
- - | ard reading “Talk to the leaders, don’t
act - 1jail them”.. :

The state alleged the offence had
taken place in front of the statue,

L]

de- . | while presenting evidence of a gather-
i _ |ing at.the bench. The appeliants
: argued they had gathered at the bench
and and stood singly by the statue.

. Ruling.in favour of the appellants,
the, Grahamstown bench found that
the case.against them, set out in the
charge sheet and supported by the ev-
idence, did not constitute an illegal
gathering. — elnews :

951
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. Daily Dispatch Reporter

EAST LONDON — The
Black Sash has rejected
a municipal official’s
statement that a high
burglary rate in Abbots-
ford and Dorchester
Heights was a reason to
raid a Cambridge squat
ter camp last week.

Reacting to a state-
ment made by the direc-
tor of the East London
municipality’s protec-
| tion services, Mr J. Fow-
lis, the chairman of the
Border region of the
Black Sash, Mrs Sue
Power, said the squatter
camp was situated too
[ far from Abbotsford and
Dorchester Heights to
affect the burglary rate
in those areas. "

Mr Fowlis said earlier
this week that residents
in Cambridge, Dorches-

ter Heights and Abbots-
ford had complained
that stolen goods were
being taken to the squat-
ter camp near the Cam-
bridge abattoir.

The squatter camp
was raided by police on
Friday morning during
which at least 10 shacks
were burnt down, leav-
ing 18 families home-
£88.

Mrs Power said no sto-
len property was recov-
ered at the sqguatter
camp and no-one was
charged for theft.

“The

situation has

B s}s‘,w

lack Sash re]ecté

Q\\&\ reason for raid

D ..a‘-

been made to fook like
the squatters are crimi-
nalg,” she said.

The Border Police
liaison officer, Major
Trevor Hayes, said 31
sguatters were arrested
during the raid on Fri-
day and charged with
squatting.

He said as far as he
knew they were not
charged with anything
else.

Meanwhile, the home-
less families are still
waiting for the munici-
pality to make arrange-
ments for permanent
homes.

u '4‘.:‘:'?,‘ 'Q'{«‘f‘ ik v

Mi'/s P(fWer said they
had been living at a
Catholie Church in Pef-
ferville for almost a
week and the author-
ities had still not made
up their minds where
they would be settled.

“They have endured a
great deal of hardship in
that ice-cold church
hall. It is urgent that ac-
tion be taken immedi-
ately to find homes for
them,” she said.

Mrs Power said it was
difficult for the church
to keep the families for
a long period of time,
because it was disrup-
tive to the everyday run-
ning of the church.

“The authorities are
taking advantage of the
church’s kindness,” she
said.




Chns van Gass,
“Pretoria Burean . -

Sixteen prominent Ned

Geref Kerk dominees
completed a one-week
“fact-finding” . tour of
‘hlack areas in the Trans-
vaal by sleeping in.the
homes of black families
in the township of Mame-
Yodi last night.

The ministers, who re-
quested that their identi-
ties not be made known,

were from tHe Western "
Eastern,
Transvaal, Johannesburg~

Transvaal

and the Weste.rn Cape.

Their stay with the
black; families in Mame-
lodi was arranged by the
Centre for Hermeneutics
at the University of Stel-

lenbosch and the Koinon- -

ia church group seeking

to create a better under-
standing among the vari-
ous racial pgroups in
South Africa.

Dr Johan nghorn, of
the Biblical Studies._De-
pariment at the uniye_rsi~
ty who acted as a spokes-
man for the group, said
the visit had been part of
an “information tour”
and that the ministers

had joined the tour “in:

their personal capacl-
- ties”,

IN SE_CRET

A similar tour and stay
by another group of 14
Ned Geref Church minis-
ters had already taken
place ¥in' secret” " in
March this year.

Dr Kinghorn said the
group had looked at the
experiences of blacks in

townships ahd Bad'made
contact with - various
black -
churches — “and the man
in the street”. .
“We received a° very
good insight into the real
complexity of our:society
and the overriding disco-
very by all was how
much faise fear of blacks
existed among whites.
The big question left by
the experience was how

", to - overcome this fear
among Whites.”

"The group saw various

organisations, '

black church Jeaders and -

toured Soweto, Alexan-
dra, Mameledi and also
visited squatters’ camps
at Katlehong.

. “We held discussions as
a 'group of individuals,”
he added.
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against - b
apaftheld? :

Staﬁ' Reporter ! L

THE 40th" syrnod: of the’

Ned Geref Kerk (West- '
Jern Cape) starts today:

ramid speculation, the-

synod could take a° stron-"
ger hne -against apart-

held

© The synod played a
leadmg role in the plan-’
ning andaceeptatice by
the general synod- last:
vear of the controversml"

| document " “Church_and”

Society” in which; apart-
he;d was, declared a;
scnptural error’ ‘and*
churches;; were- cpenedv
to all races .

The N ed Geref Kerk’
sister churches — thei
Ned, Gerf" Sendmgkerk‘
,and thé ‘Reformed:
Church in Africa — salds

his move was. not.
enough and, that thé sec-é
- tion of the document’,
dealing with aparfhexd:"
| was: ambiguous. ' - @

The Sendingkerk ‘stib-"
sequently 'declared-
apartheid”a heresy anda.
prominent:church mem-"_
bers said. the parent’-
church should do ‘the'
same, if it were honest in.
'its opposmon o apart— .
. heid.

NG Kerk sources yes-
terday. said.there was:a’
feeling in* the Wéstern
Cape the church should’
take a less ambiguous
and stronger stand’
against apartheld *

When asked yesterday .
whether’ the Western
Cape rcgmn was more
verlig and if more far-
reachmgc ant1—aparthe1d
propcsals could be ex-,
pected; ;a Ned Geref
dominee! said: “The
number“oﬂ defectors in
the Western Cape 1o the:
(right wmg} Afrikaanse
Gereformeerds™ Kerk
was neghglbie = among
the lowest in"the ‘coun-
i try. * That should speak
fOr itself.”
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He said an appréciable num- |

Religion Reporter

A ROW broke out on the
first day of the Western
Cape synod of the Ned
Geref Kerk when the out-
going moderator, the Revy
Tappies Mdller, was criti-
KA

£

[
gl =l

TN v‘h‘;jg
[oileis address; wa%;
ed insdystatement signed:

SRt

eplien’s and tlhie Rev Bén
{otz€/of Obiservatory,” = &'
4

rightwingers who.'feft

“that were not grourided in he-

5f ology or on the Bible:

LeftWing ¥
He also condemned Teftiving
aftempts “to associate violence
and revolution” with Chrigtian-

ber of members. and ministers
decisions in the policy*docu-.
| had broken away and formed a'
-new church (the Afrikaanse
+Protestante Kerk). .

member and minister who

:|.leaves the Ned Geref Kefk, we
J[3grieve especially for those who

""have broken away over the pol-

| icy decisions of Kerk, en Sa- -

melewing — becausé the rea-
-song given are based on non-
.theological and not on biblical
grounds,” he said.

d_for failing to mention, .
5 o T ?nr%;

:by 1 ,}"'el’:"RewH“ei'berb.Bnand‘s.of\" o
! ,a%tﬂi

in:His Speech M¢Miller said ;.
dr

had been so opposéd to.a few -

ment Kerk en Samelewing .

‘|+(Church and Society) that they:

“Although we mourp every’

Mekus 1eliop \_@7

Synod row over
NGK chief’s speech

[

i

W Cape moderator ‘verligte’

Religion Reporter

THE Rev Dirk Hattingh of Stellenbosch has been elected modera-
tor of the Western Cape synod of the Ned Geref Kerk.

. He is said to be a supporter of Professor Johan Heyns, “ver-
a liglgg?{,‘xpgderat_or. ‘gf thé;:general synod.

‘ﬂ’l'fa:l:léitﬁn'gh,,tllé,.i‘g“‘m\!'ler Western Cape actuary, replaces the

Rev Tappies Moller, who has refired.
“The néw assessor is the Rev Kobus van der Westhuizen of the

Grdﬂté:}iéfk. Thé Reév Einst Lombaard of Stellenbosch was elect-

Vot e L
J“j‘“.

. ed actuary .and Dr Fritz Gaum, editor of the church’s newspaper
-*yK,ﬂemkbﬂ@, was elected scribe.
".“‘Thé‘y replace theRev Jan Hanekom (assessor), Mr Hattingh and
rl ) 9. €. the. Rev>Okkie Raubenheimer (seribe).

church in protest,gave reasons " MR

s T Yy 3

was. alse under: attack from
those who attempied to recon-
cile ;Marxism and. Evangelism
and to associate -violéiice and
revolution with the Christian
message. o

'Y’ Mr Brand and Mr Kotzé said

in their statement they noted
. “with. deep distress” that no
- mention. had -been made in the
-\ opening speech of the country’s
5 erisis. # ~

Gk
4

b+ Phey "said Mr Maoller, failed
" to mention “the deep divisions,
: the siiffering of millions 'of our
‘fellow citizens, the lack of jus-
tice, peace, love and human
dignity inherent in our basical-
1y unjust society”
v My Brand handed the state-
“"ment to the synod as a propos-
. al for discussion, but when the
*snew: inoderator, the Rev Dirk
Hattingh, read it aloud he
fnade a. “friendly call” to Mr

Brand to withdraw the motion.

He said not every point could
be raised in a speech,

Mr Hattingh said he had
known Mr Brand for many
years and had once eonsidered
him a candidate for the general
moderature.

Mr Brand was now walking
“a narrow path”, he said.

Mr Brand replied that he
would “dearly love” to comply
with Mr Hattingh’s request, but
this was not simply a single
point out of many others.

“Our synod opened today at a
time when our country is in a
state of emergency and no ref-
erence to this was made in the
opening address,” he said.

Mr Hattingh said the motion
would be referred to the mo-
derature for a decision on
when it could be placed on the
agenda.

% Mr Moller said the church

R G
R -
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Parow man’s
objection to

open church
rejected

Religion Reporter

THE Western Cape synod of
the Ned Geref Kerk has reject-
ed a Parow member’s objec-
tion to opening the church to
all races.

The synod adopted a report
by the Temporary Legal Com-
mission which rejected the ob-
jection of Mr W A Els. :

The report said the church
had never made a decision that
it was only intended for white
members and that only whites
could attend services.

The synod said belief in the
Trinity and the Bible was the
only condition for membership.

“ALL IN HELL”

No congregation could refuse
anyone who wished to listen to
the Word.

Mr Els said in his objection
that he and “many other mem-
bers” did not agree with the
decision of the general synod to
open the church to all races.

He said: “We don’t visit their
churches, Why must it be
thrust down our throats that
we were wrong all these years
to have a church for whites
only? OQur ancestors are surely
all in Hell, according to the re-
cent decisions of the synod.”

Mr Els said the women of
the church worked hard to col-
lect funds.

“Must we now share this or
give it all up?

“If this is the direction that
the synod and moderator wish
to follow, we will have to
search for other grazing lands.”

'Fu__—_"—"—"—"a—-—-u

“Apparently this ‘illegal’

Religion Reporter

SOME Peninsula employers
shamelessly gave prefer-
ence to “illegal” black work-
ers whose labour was
cheaper and who were easi-
ly exploitable, according to
a report adopted by the
Western Cape synod of the
Ned Geref Kerk.

The report said influx con-
trol measures were not suc-
ceeding but that the level of ur-
banisatior of the black
population (about 30 percent)
was low compared to other
population groups. The level
for whites was about 80 per-
cent.

The commission for liaison
with the authorities reported
that development in the home-
lands was not nearly sufficient.

“Many black people have
really no choice but to ‘flee’ to
the cities in the hope of earning
a living through ‘illegal activi-
ties’.

presence in the Peninsula —
with all the associated risks
and hardships — still presents
a more acceptable existence
that the pauper’s existence of-
fered by the Transkei and Cis-
kei.”

The fireezing of Langa,
Nyanga and Guguletu and the
possible future removal of resi-
dents caused greai insecurity
and ill-feeling.

This could easily “radicalise”
those black families who
formed the stable nucleus of
black people legally in the Pen-
insula.

Il-feeling

The report said it was un-
likely that this removal was
possible, because of the acute
shortage of housing and avail-
able land. It was a pity that a
policy which caused ill-feeling
and uncertainty and which in
all likelihood would never be
carried out, was still being up-
held.

Although squatting was un-

meant that it was only realisf
to accept that a relatively:
large percentage of black ﬁg
ple would live in squagter:
camps for the next 20 yeart or
more. o

leasehold and site-and-service:

in Khayalitsha and the derefzif}

lation of certain areas to
sure greater opportunities for
the informal sector. i

They had asked the Gove ﬁi
ment to reconsider whether the
freezing of Langa, Nyanga and
Guguletu was practical and to
consider a 99-year leasehold
scheme for these areas::They
asked for the coloured-lahour
preference policy to be
scrapped if this was accepted.

©® Since this report was
drawn up several of the laws
referred to have been
scrapped.

Kairos report adopted as ‘a guideline’

Religion Reporter

AN explanation for the enthusi-
asm with which black people
had greeted the Kairos docu-
ment should be sought in the
way they experienced life, ac-
cording to a Ned Geref Kerk
report.

The report by the synodical
commission on race was adopt-
ed as a guideline by the West-
ern Cape synod of the church.

e i e S T b e

The Kairos document was an
attempt by clergy of the Insti-
tute of Contextual Theology to
open dialogue with the church.

The synod also adopted a
motion noting “the negative as-
pects of the black experience
in our country” and requested
a commission of the general

discriminatory measures,
group areas, political involve-
ment and inter-church relation-
ships.

More than three-quarters of
all South Africans were Chris-
tians and three out of every
four Christians were black, the
report said.

moderature to-profie urfbanisali>™> “For: precisely this reason:

tion, housing, povertwand!{h&" -the challenge -of thesKai
structure of Wages"fiédﬁéaﬁﬂﬁff—i}?ﬁgtument ca%mot be AT
[ LY

evadéd.”“*’

o
The report said the church)
had made representationsjitg{
the Government in connection;}
with the acceptance of 99-yéar;|
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‘Church ¢l

T,
led
to be society’s
‘conscience’ 4

Lo Staff Reporter

THE CHURCH has a calling to act as the “con-
science” of the authorities and society, according to
a commission report tabled at the Western Cape
synod of the Ned Geref Kerk yesterday. ]
Accordingly, the Commission for Liaison with the
Authorities had considered the squatter problem
and the issue of human rights in the Peninsula.

Several “rights” were set ouf in the report, includ-
ing the right of every person to be involved in
decision-making that directly affects his or her life
and, future; to a home that takes family needs into
account; to a “job opportunity”; and to facilities that
provide for his social and economic needs.

“The church cannot close its eyes to so mugh
poverty, lack of housing and amenities of life, dis-
ruption of families, erime and fear,” the report said.

The Department of Co-operation and Develop-
ment had indicated that there were 100 000 “illegal”
black people in the Peninsula, and the commission
noted the “shameless way in which some employers
preferred the much cheaper and more easily eco-
nomically exploitable ‘illegals’.” i

Sixty percent of the “illegals” were economically
active, and their contribution to the economy of the
Western Cape was almost essential.

The report recognized that there were not enough
job opportunities in Ciskei or Transkei, and that
many black people “therefore in reality had no
other choice than to flee to the cities in the hope of
earning a living through ‘illegal’ activities”.

The commission also expressed “deep e¢oncern”
over the terrible conditions in squatier camps, and
said the inevitability of squatting should he accept-
ed. Serviced sites should be provided to improve
the lives of squatters. ]

It recommended that the government should in-
vestigate and apply suitable influx control, on the
one hand, and attend to the'lack of jobs for blacks in
the “national states” on the other.
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Kairos ‘uses Marxist analysis
. Staff Reporter

THE CHURCH could not “go the way of the Kairos

Document”, the Western Cape Syned of the Ned
Geref Kerk decided yesterday,

The Kairos Document, drawn up twe years ago,

'y called for a mew “prophetic theology” and was

signed by members of almost all churches in South
Africa, including members of the NGK family.

The NGK’s Synoda) Commission on: Racia} Matters
submiifted a document entitled “Racial Discrimitia
-Aion and Love of One’s People” criticizing the Kairos
Document for over-emphasizing that Ged was on the
gide of the poor and the oppressed.

1¢ ’54id the Kairos Document also freely used a
Marxist analysis of soelety,

“It is impossible io be a Christian in the true sense
of the word and simultaneously a Marxist.”

It would he a pity if the church rejected the Kairos
Document witheut genuine self-examination, it said,
but ‘the church could not go the way of the Kairos
Document, which accused the charch:in Sowth:
Africa of serving one ideology while it (the Kairosg
Document) “tended to serve angther”. :
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IO
bjection

{0 open
NGK

overruled

AN objeetion to the syn-
od decision last year to
open the Ned Geref Kerk
to people of all races
was overruled at vester-
day’s Western Cape Syn-
od meeting. ‘

Mr W A Els, a member
of the Parow ring, said
he and many other mem-
bers of the church did
not agree with the deci-
siontio open the NG Kerk
to people of all races.

“Why must it be
pushed down our throats
that we were wrong for
all these years when we
had a2 white church?'" he
asked.

“Our ancestors are
surely all in hell, accord-
ing to the recent deci-
sion of the synod, and at
its forefront,Professor
Heyns.,” (Professor J A
Heyns is the moderator
of the general synod.)

Mr Els guoted The
Book of Daniel 2:43,
which says: You have
seen iron mixed with
clay — they will inter-
marry with each other,
but they will not be uni-
fied, just as iron does not
mix with elay.”

A synodal commission
replied to Mr Els by say-
ing the NG Kerk had
“never in history” taken
& decision that the
chureh was just meant
for white members.

The context ofthe
quote from the Book of
Daniel had to be careful-
ly considered, itisaid.

King Nebuchadnessar
had a dream of iron and
clay, which represented
two kingdoms.which
fought each other over
possession of Palestine,
and tried — without suc-
eess — to bury their dif-
ferences through inter-
marriage. .

There was no racial or
cultural difference be-
tween the two kingdoms,
according to the commis-
sion’s reply.

“At issuve is a power
struggle between the two
kingdoms and the King-
dom of God. Even though
‘they unite and intermar-
“WyFhit will-Hot prevent
‘their destruction by

o st Ggd,?
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1turday, October 17, 1987 *%

By RONNIE MORRIS

THE Western Cape synod of the
Ned Geref Kerk yesterday re-

quested the general synod to call
on the government to use deten-

tion and‘ restrictions without trial
only as an “exireme measure”

and not where peaceful protest
was concerned.

The synod said people should not be
detained without a clear intention by

the government to lay a charge and try
the detainee in court within a reason-
able period.

It declared its “sincere intention”
to minister to those people — and
their families — affected by security
legislation.

The synod expressed ‘“deep con-
cern” about the large number of
people in detention but was grateful
for a government assurance that the
reports would be investigated,: wit-

nesses called and the law allowed to

run its course. .

The Rev Karel Antonius, of the!SteL
lenbosch Student Church, said the
government had admitted that 19000
people had been detained and that
between 30 to 40% were children.

The synod remembered those in de-
tention in the “spirit of Christian com-
.passion” and declared its “sincere in-
tention” to minister to those people

and their families affected by the se-
curity legislation.

“The synod categorically states that
irrespective of where in the world it

takes place, the torture of prisoners

. and those in detention is sinful.”

" The synod called on the Synodal
Commission for Study and Current Af-
fairs to continuously study detention
and restriction without trial in terms
of the emergency regulations and to
compile a report for submission to the
inoderamen for eventual submission
to the general synod.

@ The synod called on the Centre {}
for Reformist and Contemporary |
Studies — on whose board twe Ned
Geref Kerk members would serve —to
“single-mindedly oppose liberation
theology and its practices”.

* It said this should be done through |§
the furtherance of the “Reformed
Protestant doctrine of faith” by re-
maining in touch with the ecclesiasti-
cal needs of the whole population be-
cause both conditions could become
the “breeding ground” for )@ar}ust
prgpaganda.
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by KAREN STANDER k P
Religion Reporter?
THE Wegtern Cape synod of
‘the Ned Geref Kerk has asked
the Government not to detain
people without a definite inten-
tion of laying a charge.

The synod has alse asked
that .detainees should be tried
. 4w1thm a reascnable time,

"-Earlier, after a long and
hvely debate, the syned reject-
w..ed an amendment condemning |’
1 the prmcaple -of, detentlon and »
{sbanning* withouti trial. *: B
{#2>The synod noted" with grave
i concern the maqy people bemg :
, held without tnj

1" It took note of the reports of' '
-death and assault of people in.
|- detention,  whilg thanking the:
Government fdr assurances:
| .that these, repo were . being ||
mvestlgated ; C
. “The synod. \de Jares emphat:
1ca11y that no’matter where in
the world it occuys, the terture
of prisoners and people hel(}i in
‘ detentionis a sif, - N
w “Extreme, measure™’
- "The synod asks-the ‘general |’
synndlcal commissicn {o ecall
| on the Governmeht to see fo it
' that detention “wijthout trial js
| used’ only as an :extreme mea-
*sure’when" the Bafety of the
State.is threatened (that-is,
\ when acts of térror are in-
{ volved) and not when peaceful
protest agamstl the Govern- |- -
ment or Govem ent pohcyL,ls

S

at issue, -7,

“The synod de‘ lares further
.that when"the iGovernment
feels obliged to fetain’ people,
‘'no person should be detained
without there being-a definite
intention to lay 'a charge and to
hear the case within a reason;

able period.” | o

f.,During debate the Rev Her-
'bert Brand of St Steplien’s
" Church said that while dele-
" gates condemne}certam ac-

‘tions performed by “godless”
nations they did pot condemn
ythose same actiofls when they
occurred in South Africa be-
Lcause “it js in our own, 1nter-

£

b* "‘I“challenge every delegate
" here.' You all know that white
domination is non-negotiable. If
‘you know it then say it.” ~ ¥ . |
" He gaid the spiral of security
legislation was growing. It was
possible to becomeenslaved, to%),
)| security -legxslatmn because it |
silenced all opposifion and it
s} was easier to rule }vxthout op-~
| position. - .
«|.. The Rev Dirk Warmch of
Brackenfell said he was unhap-
‘py with the impression created
that all those in favour of the
emergency and detention with-
"out trial were whites, Many
others, black and brown, were
also-in favour of these mea-
sures because the issue was the
v | protection of people.
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THE .Wé':';"éern Cape Synod of the Ned Ggref
yesterday expressed comcern,at the disruption]
] Groiip’ Areas Aet was causing mixed couples. :;
| . The.synod called on the government to enact 4 law
1 to protect the residential . rights” of racially-mized

| couples’but said it was thankfirl-fo
being:taken at present. . o i
® They ‘recommendeqd that the government amend
the Difence Amendent Act to further accommodate
religios:objectors, L ' ‘
+ The preparedness of ‘an .objector to serve longer
'periods of alternative service should be the inipor-
tant criteria in determining whéther a refusal.to be
conscripted was really a matter.of consciencs.::
®.A proposal that the synod charge its Inter-
Church; Commission for Education and Culture with
the. taskuof investigating, among .other matfers, the
opening/ofiall schools, was reféfred to the Tempo-
rary Commission for Study and Current Affairs. .
Another issue which may be brought up for discus-
sion by members of the Syrod on the Inter-Church
Commissjonis the opening of schools to all races to
those whi' Solwish it. P
@ The Synod hecepted a recommendation that the
chareh, in'its fight against communisin, continuous-
Iy gil?rd_-gnd waru a_gain.st all political and economic
: tﬂ:all&ﬁ:gﬁ%@@ggmes in soctety. .
e I

he: measiires .
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regogmse

ob jectors”

Rehgion Reporter’ 3“ o
'NOmne should' b ,com
pelled 1o perform milie
tary service against the
idictates: afvhigcon.
‘science, according.to a
jreport before thie, West
rerns:€ape;- synod Ofpthe
Ned .Geref Kerk: ;" ..+
. The report;’ eoinprled
hy the synodieal eom-
*mission for. doctrme and
“gilfrrent: aifmrs, said that
¢ legislation should:be
"amended to legal Tecog-
' nition’ ’applymg= not only
:to rellglous objectors
"but also’ to'a broad cate-
~gory uf‘consclentlous ob-
I Jectors. ek
. The report questmned
“the' justification: of the
*call by some South: Afri-
Yean 'churches to their
«meémbers’ to” ‘vefise 10
perform mlhtary ~8er-
Jviee s v *N“
¥ 4r\'Hnwever, the? report
‘recognised: the, responsn- \
‘bility. -of each" individual
to make ‘this decismn.» ‘
-'tfiw( H "’" un Y la’ﬂl‘f ; '
v ,rchnSIderatlon i
“Th“egcommlttee urged'
church*members to! con-i-
srder posrtrvely vu{ the
present clrcumstances
<the ' Government’s. ca‘ll to
militaryservice! ]

.recommendatmns Would
. heP Suhmitted. to the next‘
-‘generalwsynod for cnn- ,
srderatmn o ‘,

. ‘“I‘hey recommended’
~that: .existing - Ieglslatmn :
{be'ehatiged o extend the’
classrﬁcatmn of reli-
gmus?obgectors 10 ins’
clude paclﬁsts and’ tllose
.whe' for relrgmus or
moral reasons” believed:
‘that A - part:cular mili:,
tary conﬁlct was. unjy S,
t,:hed aml therefore
could- nqt m consclence
perform nuhtary ser-

Imofmn deelarmg
e‘?‘ecwei‘e no Bibli-
eal’ gr%mds?td‘f'pr;event
b women s becommg
preachers and*govermng
“elders” was~ ‘adopted: but
theasynod -Said? thafgté
Ahgriretieeti oi’i: -t
prget:calmm leme ta g
tion;was:neeg é L
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\ Religion Reporter ‘
! | A NED Geref Kerk report
* | calling for discriminatot:

- | legislation to be scrai)pe R
the emergency to be lifted
and for the rights of all to
be honoured in a new con-
stitution has been referred
back for “further reflec-
tion™.

During heated debate at the
Western Cape synod yesterday
delegates reacted sharply to
‘ “insinuations” that the report
| — on the responsibility of the
chureh 1o work for peace —
supported revelution.

It was referred back to the
commission on doctrine and
current affairs after several
delegates objected.

The Rev A Bergh said the
problem with the word “peace”
was that some people who
prayed for peace actually
meant the conclusion of revolu-
tion.
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“Shadow”
i Professor Willie Jonker said
i those delegates who thought
; the report supported revolution
had not read it correctly,

The Rev C Antonisen said a
! shadow hung over the report
because of the insinuations.

“This is one report 1 was ex-
cited about. Its purpose was to
b1y confront the synod with the ur-

Argus

NEW DYNASTY? This Bald Ibis chick —
yes, it is still a baby! — is one of 10 sent
to Hout Bay's World of Birds from the
Transvaal as the nucleus of o captive
breeding programme. Numbers are de-
creasing in South Africa and the species
gent realities of our country. I | has disappeared completely from the
am disappointed that it has | Cape Province. On hand to welcome the
: been referred back,” he said. new arrivals was Susan Fowkes.

. 'l;he report saidfstructural_in- -

porant causes of pontieal i | Ballerina’s death:
Green Point man

pleads not guilty

rest and violence in South
Staff Reporter

f " | Afriea.

The growing number of Goy-
' ernment restrictions to curb

A GREEN Point man pleaded not guilty in

the Cape Town Regienal Court today {o a

charge of culpable homicide after the death

protest had contributed to
greater bitterness and tension.

of former Green Point ballerina and ballet
dancer Miss Susan Blake.

“The search to find an an-
swer in violence and revolution

Mr Shaun 8t Clair Rafierty, 36, of Modena
Street, Green Point, was charged with the

e R L AT
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has grown preportionally as
the scope for peaceful protest
has become smaller.”

The report called for re-
' maining discriminatory legisla-

— ;
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.

tion to be secrapped, the emer-
gency to be lifted as soon as
possible and for the rights of
all South Africa’s people to be
honioured in a new constitution.

® The Western Cape synod Is
to ask for observer status on
the Western Province Council
of Churches. - 4

The synod yesterday decided
also to ask the general synod to
apply for observer status on
the South African Covneil of
Churches.

Professor Jan Hanekom sald
that if the NGK did not tzke
the lead with “this small step”
there would never be reconeili-
ation between the churches.

death of Miss Blake on July 24. She later be-
came Mrs Susan Dogon and lived at the
same address as Mr Rafferty. )

Mrs Dogon, the mother of country singer
Tracy Lee Dogon, died after an alleged as-
sault with fists and a hammer.

. ..BODY FOUND
. Mr MS§S Nacerodien, for Mr Rafferty, shid
his client would deny that Mrs Dogon's death
was “caused by him in any manner”, al-
though he admitted being present on the day
ner body was found at Grosvenor Court.
The magistrate, Mr J D Hupggett, post-
poned the hearing to November 18 for trial.
Mr Rafferty was released on condition
that he reported to the Sea Polnt police sta-
tion every Monday, Wednesday and Friday
between 6pm and Bpm.
Mr W P Smith prosecuied.
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THERE was 'a short:
“PliVed - attempt at™ the
;Western .Cape’, synod-
} :ia‘yesfterday o d:ssoclate .
the Ned: Geref Kerk’s }.
womens orgamzatlon )
roueaksiei from. the i

tte p,t n |-
amendment ioa ‘clause,

~tee for Vroueaksie’s I
. rebort, suggested by [
‘the pastor.of the. coun- §-
trys only-: ““eoloured” I
TNGK commumty,‘the
JRev-HJID- Bx;and of 8t
- 'Stephens ‘in Rxebeeck :
“Square, Cape Town =
‘was, rejected unam-
'mously by the: synod .
- after- some debate N B
The .proposed. ‘amend-
ment was pronipted
. after Vroueaksie
chairman. Mrs .C; Hat- |-
tmgh reported that the |
church’s’ yiéwpoints [
and doctnneSw were{
d1scussed at meetmgs
One’ such meetmg, - COT;
- cerning'the “role .of
;'the: Christiaii' m |’
m-th_ﬁ."crisis Sithig
“in . our’ country”, had
featured a presenta--
J'tion by a Bufih - re- :
.y Searcher;, . . =f
-A'member sald the syﬂ- i
t'od 'should; be gratelul:
g for«the work:done, by’ i
Vrouéakme e

proposmg an, amend-* k
.ment to ,the' report' :
-said: .“The' syhod . can-

| -not afford.to. as; ocla

[ re——

tive of. the state iD Ko-r i

us " Neethlmg, éthe

or’ Infermatlonﬁa.fas
speaker at, the"m\\m t- §

txon .again ‘byIMi

Brantl that’thé® synod

declare the SA state’ A1
T




role m educat1 ‘

-Relnglon Reporter :

THE Western Cape synod of the Ned Geref Kerk
hag refused to discuss the opemng of schools to all
races

The synod declared that the church would and
should be involved in eduéation, but to watch over
the Christian character of education and not to
prescrlbe policy, models or syllabuses.

«The motion proposed by the Rev Herbert Brand
of 'St Stephen’s congregation called on the syriod’s
representative on the inter-church commission on
educatlon to initiate discussion on:

. Onie department and educational pohcy for the
. country. and its .people with the opening of all
schools to all races; . \

. Permission by the Government to schools that
w1sh to open to all in the interim, and

oRepresentatwns against school textbooks
which'interpret ‘history from.a one-sided “white”
and specrﬁcally Afrikaner- pomt of view.

Motivating hlS proposal Mr Brand said the issue
was precifely about watching over the Christian;
character of edu{:atlon

~UNCHRISTIAN ~~ *

It was unchristian for people to be kept apart by, :-:
being forced to live in different group areas, and )

attend different schools.
‘\“Then they will never find one another,” he sald

" To. laughter from other delegates, he said the
synod might not be able to believe its éars, but he,
would like to thank the Government for, decreasmg
the gap between what was spent on education for
whites and other population groups.

- “But broeders, there is still a huge gap. ThlS 1s3|

unchrlstlan," Mr Brand said.

@ Church councils will decide “whether they,,audrE “

their ministers should continue to wear tradltlonal
dress for services. : W oaf
wIn a lively debate, many delegates spoke agamst’
scrappmg the traditional dress of black- suit;whites
tie and toga, but the synod adopted the recorinen-:
dations of thé commission on general affairs that-

dress should fit the occasion, but that no afurther :

prescriptions be laid down.
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be ministers
Pretoria Correspondent \\?

Women were “frustrated” by the N
fact that they were forbidden
. to serve as elders and minis- \ )
" ters in-the Ned Geref Kerk &“ ,
] - (NGK), the church’s Eastern C;
Transvaal Synod heard yes-
terday. -7 - o+
“Women are not automatically
. disqualified by their sex from
17 . serving in supervisory and
'+ teaching capacities. The gifts
:-of the Holy Spirit’ apply to
~ women as much as they do to
'1 * men,” Mrs Martie van Zyl, an
" Elardus Park deacon, said.- *
Mrs ‘van 2yl is one of five
" women among approximately
300 delegates attending the
synod.‘ [ A '
- The Rev Johanan Viljoen of Wit-
~ bank-Valley’ said women
/ should be permitted to fulfil
. their callings “side by. side”
: with male members of the
-} church, but in “their own ho-
~* mogenous (‘eiesoortige’) way”.
After-a lengthy debate, the
i synod recommmended that
i the church’s General Synod
"% favourably’ consider- the ad-
"% mission of women as.elders
¥rand ministers.t 4 1% 1,
@ A motion suggesting there
, -was “insufficient reason” to
+ Urge the easing of the income
tax burden on married cou-
. ples was defeated by an ov .
“ whelming show of hands, it
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By RONNIE MORRIS

APARTHEID was yesterday re-
jected by the Western Cape synod
of the Ned Geref Kerk.

The move came about through the
acceptance of an amendment to a sec-
tion of “Kerk en Samelewing” (Church
and Society}, a document endorsed by
the general synod in October last year.

The recommendation accepted at
last year's synod read:

“The Duteh Reformed Church is
convinced that the handling of apart-
heid, as a political 2nd social system
by which human' dignity is adversely
affected, and whereby one particular
group is deirimentally suppressed by
another, cannot be.accepted, as a

Christian ethical principle becausé'it:

‘éontravenes the very.essence of neigh-

bourly love;and righteousress and-in-
eyitably; that of the human dignity of :~

all involved” ™.+l vt o
- The Western:Cape ‘Synod yesterday
scrapped the three words (the’ han-
dling of)-and agked that the amend-
m(fﬁt be dceepted by the general syn-
o0, R N £ l’::-"“'
A Section’ of:.Church' and Sotigty

which said that: “The conviction has..

gradually. grown that a forced separa-
‘tion and ‘division of people cannot be

rejects apartheid

considered & biblical imperative, The
attempt to justify such an injunction
as derived from the Bible must be
recognized as an error and should be
rejected” was added to.

The atided paragraph said: “Where
the principle of differentiation in a
particular political, constitutional
and social framework was accepted by
a community voluntarily and by
mutual consent, the Ned Geref Kerk
would not object.”

Lively and lengthy debate preceed-
ed the acceptance of the amended
proposal.

A motion by the Rev Herbert B‘ﬁiﬁd,
of St Stephen’s, — the only coloured

. congregation of the Ned Geref Kerk —
" ealled for:“The rejection of apartheid

as a sinful "assault on human dignity
beécause of its racist basis.”

The' motion, which called for the

" establishinent of an ad hoc commitee

to advise the synod on how it could
contribute to the “establishment of a
just and humane society through the
abolition of the policy of apartheid as

. found ,iip-the Race Classification Aet”,

and a call by Mr,Brand for.the synod to
“unambiguously distance itself-from
apartheid and its racist subsiructure”
was rejected. Y

1
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Own Correspondent

CAPE TOWN -- The Western Ca
Synod of the Nederduitse Gerefor-
meerde Kerk yesterday acknow-
ledged the right of the church and
individuals to talk to organisations
such as the Affican National Con-
gréss.”

However, theological lecturers,
students and ministers were asked
to' tread very carefully becanse of
the “propaganda value of meetings
with controversial political and
other erganisations.

 RECONCILIATION

+“At the same time the Synod em-
phasises the necessity and the right
_of the church as an institution and of
individual believers to take reconcil-
iation seriously.”

ENGK synod gives@

talks <5

. In.drawing up these recommenda- ,

W tions, the Synod’s temporary com;

mission for general affairs rejected,
a-motion by the Rev HM van Rensg: |
burg of Beanfort West which con-
demned ministers and theologicai
students who had talks with “com;
munist and terrorist organisations”.
. The commission also rejected an
amendment from Dr J A Loubser.
which emphasised the importance of
communication between conflicting.
groups in South African society and,
encouraged members to further thig
communication as part of their call-
ing to reconciliation. | 1

. During debaie, Mr van Rensburg-
proposed an amendment to the com-
mission’s recommendations thaf
such talks would not take place!
withouit the permission of the mo-
derature.




Relngion Reporrer
THEtheory of apartheid, and not
just its practice, must be rejected,
the Western Cape synod of the
Ned Geref Kerk has decided.

After a four-hour debate yesterday
the synod decided to ask the general
synod’ to amend the paragraph on
apartheid in the church’s policy docu-
ment, Kerk en Samelewing (Church
and’ Socxety) and to insert a new
paragraph.

The 'proposed paragraph, directly
after the admission and rejection of
earliér’attempts to justify apartheid
on blbhcal grounds, reads: “Where the
prm(np]e of differentiation in a specif-
le political, constitutional and social
framework is voluntarily and mntual-
ly accepted by the communities con-
cerned, the Ned Geref Kerk cannot
ob;ect b

[ :Narrow margin

The Synod asked that the words “the
apphcatlon of” be scrapped from the
paragraph: “The Ned Geref Kerk is
corivinced that the application of
apartheid as a political and social sys-
tem which . causes injustice towards
people 'and which unjustly advantages
oné .group above another, cannot be
accepted on Christian ethical grounds
because: this is in conflict with the
principles of loving one’s neighbour
and; justice, and unavoidably assails
the dignity of all concerned.”

By a’ narrow margin the synod re-
jected an amendment from Professor
H J B Combrinck to insert “on account

- of the racxst foundation on whlch the

poliey is based” in this paragraph.

It also rejected another motion pro-
posed by the Rev Herbert Brand of St
Stephen’s congregation which con-
demned apartheid without qudlifica-
tion or defmition.

Professor Jan Hanekomn, chairman
of the temporary commission which
formulated the adopted recommenda-
tions, said the problem with the exist-
ing paragraph in Church and Soci-
ety was that it had been interpreted

-differently by people of different po-

litical convictions.

“Only bad”

Mr CF Spies of Knysna said apart-
heid was not bad in every respect. It
depended on the application of the
policy. ‘

Dr Theo Badenhorst said the test of
apartheid was in its result. '

“Has it caused more love, more har-
mony? We must honestly answer
lN07 2]

Dr J D Loubser asked whether
there was dgood and bad in apartheld
or only ba

He said: “Apartheid as it'is defined
in the world today is only bad. Apart-
heid per se must be rejected.*!®

The Rev M Vosloo of Klawer said

. delegates were “raping the truth”, He

said no political system could be com-

. pletely bad,

“Is it utopia to say apartheld can
work? I don’t believe if,” he said.
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| dwellings at Esikwa-
deni, near Mariizburg,
this week, according to
the police unrest report.

A youth was assaulted
and. slightly injured and
a 10-year-old boy who
was abducted was later
found heheaded.

Most of the incidents
in the report concerned
unrest in the Maritzburg
area. -

At Taylor’s Halt, also
near the city, police
found the bodies of two
men after they had alleg-
edly been abducted by a
group on October 18.
Both appeared to have
died from stab wounds.

At Edendale a deliv-
ery vehicle was damaged
by stoning, — Sapa

Guards shot in
AK-47 ambush

Own Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG,
Suspected guerillas
armed with AK-47s and
Skorpion machine pis-
tols seriously wounded

| two Fidelity guards and

fled with R11 000 outside
the First National Bank
agency in Eldorado Park
vesterday morning, a
police spokesman said.
The two guards, in
their {wenties, are in a
serious but stable condi-
tion after being hit by
bullets in the lower
arts of their bodies.
A reward of R20 000 is
eing offered for infor-

est,

ation leading to an ar- |

Cape synod favours

umﬁed ﬁ

By Rogl MORRIS

IN A historic decision vesterday 'th
Western Cape synod of the Ned Geref
Kerk expressed itself in favour of a
unified church.

In doing so the synod became the
first of nine regional synods to accept
a decision concerning the unity of
churches in the family of the Ned
Geref. Kerk. .

The synod accepted an amendmen‘tr
by the ad hoe eommission on “the uni-
ty of*the family of Ned Geref
churches”, to a section of the contro-
versial policy document “Kerk en Sa-
melewing” (Church and Society). The
section calls for the Ned Geref Kerk
“to strive for a greater expression of
the unity of the family of Ned Geref
churches”,

“Kerk en Samelewing” was accept-
ed at the general synod last year.

The amendment reads: “The synod
is in favour of one religious denomina-
tion for the family of Ned Geref
churches. One religious denomina-
tion, as it is understood in the synodal-
presbyterial system of church govern-
ment, comes about when separate
congregations, with the same creed
and church government, are grouped

family’

together in superior church bodies
(meerdere kerkvergaderings) {o give
expression to the intrinsic unity of the
Church. Such a religious denomina-
tion can be structured in different
ways.

“The question as to what form this
visible unity should take will have to
be determined through in-depth dis-
cussions among the different member
-churches, in the light of the demands
of Seripture and present realities.”

The Rev Herbert Brand of St
Stephens — theonly coloured congre-
gation of the Ned Geref Kerk — said
the suspension of congregational bor-
ders was a reguirement for church
unity and would not be forced on
people, The Ned Geref Kerk should
ur[{ite now and not “wait for the here-
after”.

Dr Francois Hanekom of Meikbos-
strand said that if the synod accepted
the amendment, the Ned Geref Kerk
would celebrate “Reform Day” this
Sunday.

Dy Kosie Delport said he supported
the amendment for the sake of eventu-
al peace in this country. Only the
Church of Jesus Christ could bring
about peace,

NGK pastoral letter on synod

By RONNIE MORRIS

THE overwhelming acceptance by the.
Ned Geref Kerk of the controversml
policy document “Kerk en'Samelew-
ing”, its stand on detention without
trial, civil disobedience and the role
of women in the chureh are among
topics contained in a pastoral letter to
be read out in member churches this
Sunday.

The pastoral letter will set out deci-
sions and recommendations of the
Western Cape Synod.

The letter encourages members to

‘react in a positive manner to the

government’s call to conscription”
and to distance themselves from
churches opposing apartheid.

- The'synod also rejected the “appli-
cation of apartheid as a political and
social system by which human dignity
is adversely affected, and whereby
one particular group is suppressed by
another”.

The General Synod was asked by
Western Cape synod to appiy for ob-
server status with the South African
Couneil of Churches, while the Wesli-
ern Cape synod has decided to apply
for observer status with the Western
Province Council of Churches.
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Refigfon‘ Reporter .
THE Western Cape synod of the

Ned Geref Kerk has accepted the

principle that the churches in the
Ned Geref family should unite to
become one church, but not neces-

sarily at congregation level. .

The synod yesterday endorsed the
general synod’s decision in the policy
document, Kerk en Samelewing,
that a clear expression must be given
to the demand of visible unity of the
family.” ' S S
It accepted the principle that the
.Ned Geref family should become one
denomination. " - . C

of church government, comes into ex-

Jstence when separate congregations
“‘with the same confessions and church
. '} government are grouped together in..

additiona} church meetings to give ex-
‘pression ‘to the unity of the church,
Such denpminations can be structured

in various ways.” .. -

The synod said the question of how
this visible unity should be structured
would be decided in urgent discus-
sions.between member churches, tak-

ing into account scriptural demands ' ported by the Sendingkerk, of unity

and practical circumstances.
The synod rejected an amendment -

from the Rev Herbert Brand of St °

Stephen’s congregation ‘which called
for one institutional denomination —
one church’ from congregation level

"~ to be formed as soon as possibie.

Professor Jan Hanekom, chairman
of the ad hoc commission which for-
mulated the adopted proposals, said
this was the most important decision
which had come before the synod. : °

-+ He said some deleggtes jeared that

it would result in immediate forced
integration, but this was not so.
® A Ned Geref Sendingkerk leader

-today welcomed the decision by the

Western Cape synod of the white “sis-
ter” church to support unity-of the
Ned Geref family of churches.

" Dr Andries Botha, a member of the
Sendingkerk’'s moderature, said his
church would not react officiaily untii
the moderature met next month, but

~ he was personally thankful for this

decision. ) '

Dr Botha said this decision brought
the Western Cape region more in line
with the decision of the other member

-+-y churches. . - '
w. “One ‘denomination, as understood .~ *Mayhe they didnit say it in the
- | in the synodical Presbyterian system¥.same words, but this‘decision' means

that we are much more on the same
wavelength. S

*.. “I hope their decision will influence |..

talks between our churches now that

“we will .not be'told that it is not a

final decision:but still has to be rati-
fied by the general synod.”
He said -the NGK's decision had

been open-ended and allowed for sev- |.

eral different models of implementa-

- tion. - .

1t did not exclude the model sup-

from congregational level.

- = Dr. Botha said the Western Cape
‘synod’s decisions on apartheid and on
detention without trial had brought
the region a step cleser to the Sen-
dingkerk’s pesition.r, i
* The synod rejected apartheid per se

' and nof simply its practical applica-

tion. They also asked the Government

\ touse detention without trial only as

an extreme measure and not to detain
anyone without the intention of laying

acharge.- %0 (‘( @J .
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By ANDREW DONALDSON

THE Archbishop of Cape
Town, the Most Rev Desmond
Tutu, has welcomed — “al-
though with reservations” —
the ‘“positive sounds” that
came from the Western Cape
Synod of the Ned Geref Kerk
this week.

In a statement yesterday, Arch-
bishop Tutu said several synod
resolutions were encouraging. In
particular the:

@ Declaration that “apartheid,
as a political and social system
which causes injustice towards
people and which unjustly fa-
vours one group above another,
cannot be accepted on Christian
ethical grounds ..

® Resolution supportmg a
single NGK, united across racial
barriers.

® Decision to seek observer
membership of the Western Pro-
vince Council of Churches and to
urge the NGK's General Synod to
do the same in respect of the

South African Counecil of
Churches.

@ Call to extend conscientious
objector status to those who for
moral reasons believe a particu-
lar military conflict to be unjust.

@ Opposition to detaining
people involved in peaceful pro-
test and its condemnation of tor-
ture,

Qualifications

“These resolutions give cause
for hope that the NGK may yet
play a role in the establishment
of justice in our country,” Arch-
bishop Tutu said.

But he was disappointed at the
“sometimes confusing qualifica-
tions evident in the synod’s pro-
nouncements — qualifications
which regrettably make it impos-
sible for us to welcome the syn-
od’s decisions unequivoecally”.

It was of concern that the synod
still found it necessary to speak
of “differentiation” being accept-
able “where the prineiple ... is

has reservations

mutually and voluntarily accept-
ed ... ”, he said.

Also of concern was the synod
allowing “in its resolution on
church unity for a situation in
which most church members
would in praetice be grouped in
racially-separate church strue-
tures up to the level of an ‘um-
brella’ or ‘ecumeniecal’ synod”, he
said.

“I also deplore the synod’s re-
fusal to condemn the principle of
banning and detention without
trial and its approval of military
service in support of an unjust
system.”

Perhaps “most disappointing”
was the synod’s apparent failure
to “clearly and explicitly”, show-
penitence for the NGK’s. role of
promoting apartheid in the past.

“The chureh played an instru-
mental role in the adoption of the
political policy of apartheid and,
not until the church expresses
repentance fully and properly,
will we be able to move forward
with it.”
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b By Carina le Grange,
Religion Reporter

The biggest'pioblem of the breakaway Ned Geref Kerk dissidents

was that they had believed church teaching over the past 40
years, says Unisa theologian, Dr Adrio Konig.

The dissidents have formed their own chuveh, the Afrikaanse Pro-
testantse Kerk (APK) — open to whites only.
Dr Konig, writing in the latest issue of Word and Action, offici
organ of the Reformational Movement of South Africa, says the
views of the APK are simply a continuation of the traditional

apartheid policy, both in the church and in the community,

“In this sepse.they .are indeed children of the NGK since this
church, over| ghtifpast -40 years, officially approved apartheid and
justified it theologically.”

He writes/thiat the reversal of the NGK last year in deciding to
open the church to all races and to reject aspeets of the application

S et

ad 8 _rdiRy ¥ 1y

indoctrination — academic

- ", N
of the apartheid policy was a turning point which ’s}tarted in the
previous decade. It was a change the APK could not accept.

“In this sense the NGK has to do with its own children — peaple
who have accepted the apartheid theology and want fo’continue jt,
It can thus be expected of the NGK to act towards them with
understanding and gentleness. &

“On the other hand the APK is more than Just innocent children
of the NGK. In their manifesto ‘Geloof en Protey’ (Belief and Pro-
test) there is a striking radicalisation of apartheid 1., {which)
?_t;'e?ses that people will live as separate groups even in the after-
ife”. Ve

Dr Konig says the APK “blindly” goes to ext'ré,"iﬁés‘ Tinknown ear-
lier and for which there is “absolutely no basis in Scripture”.

“We see in them how ashamed we must be about théhistory of
apartheid in the NGK. It was a disgrace.” e
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By Ciina le Graige; Rellgmn Reportak

Gereformeerde Kerk (NGK) is haying a

)

breathér - all the regional ‘synbds “have.miet’
and the church ‘js, more -or less, still intact

since the June split. » - VS D
Dire:predictions that the" ehiireh .could find

itself in tatters after the recently held regional

sytiods, did not come to pass; -~ .

< o
1tis only a year ago since the NGK General

' Synod approved the document whick gave rise
to the turmeil... ./, .\ L e
The’ document, Kerk en Samélewing
{Chur’ch,and Sociéty).contained the contentious
decision' that mémbership ‘of ‘the’ previously
whites-only-NGK would be opened to 411 races,
.'This'started a chain of events which culmin-
-atedin:the formation of the new all-white Afri-
kaanse Protestantse Kerk and. contimithg. divi-
sions'within the chureh, - - - SEh
' Indications were thaf the 11 regional synods
of the church would. probably prove strong
grassroots opposition to the decision.
Regional syrods. are: intended: tbi assess
grassroots support for general'syndd:decisions,
Their, resohitions are again -forwardeéd to-the
next general synod ~ three yedrs'dway. < -
_:Some pedple . expected the ‘majority of re-
glonal synods’ would reject the open ‘mém-
-bership decision’out of hand, In the end, only
theiSouth, West: Africa syrod totally rejected
open membership. . - . R
The othér synods did not vote for the repeal
of thé“decision; although the wording” of the

; s

original doﬁument- was-amended or-re-forru- |,
i3 e o . - P ] .

l._':lted

Jone of {hie altérations ‘changed tigigssence
of the;decision, indicating there wWill'be no
sal of the'breakthrough i’ the NGRS - :

. y - J g
e Y ] .
,.‘35.,:,
.

After 12 jmonths. of firmoil, the Nederduitée
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‘i By Caflia le Grange,

%#.- - Religlon Reporter pre-programmeq; -~ 'political*
The Reformational Movément  thought processég: i@ . °

of South Africa (Remsa) must
defuse the “overheatéd political
situation in South Africa” per-
vading all: agpects of life, the
moderator’ of ythe Nederduitse
Gereformeerde Kerk, says Pro-
fessor-Johan Heyns, :

He was speaking at Remsa’s
annual congress, held in Johan-
nesburg on Friday, on the task
of Rémsa in the present and fu-
ture, He is a fobmer chairman.

Professor Heyns identified six
bonds binding $ociety: marriage,
the family, eulture, the volk, the
State and the ‘church, in which
Remsa could play a “reforma-
tional” role.

.. “Bouth African society is in
dire need of a:body like Remsa,
which can critically, and in a re-
formational way, highlight de-
féctive activities in these bonds.

defuse political situation”

Reformation movement ‘must

g PRI
gttt

from

PRy
i

“There must l'a a b?:éak

“Remsa, ' rooted, .in: God, --is
there to show-that: ‘there is
something wrong in society and
that society is 111"

He said Remsa was “by defi-
nition” neither wverlig nor
verkramp, right-wing nor. left-
wing, since this would enslave it
to a certain ideology.

Remsa had to analyse and
highlight bonds in scciety “af-
fected by sin”, and make certain
;:'oncrete reformational sugges-
ions.

It had, for example, to point
out that there were severe prob-
lems in marriage —.evidenced
by the high divorce rate: <.« -

He asked whether, in the past,
the movement had not been too
involved with political . prob-
lems.

New white church holds flrssynod

The Afrikaanse Protestantse Kerk (APK) is holding its first synod at
Constantia Park near Naboomspruit today.

.. The APK was founded in July when dissatisfied memhers of
the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk (NGK) broke away in pro-
test over the deneral synod’s decision last year to open the NGK to
. all races. The”sub-title of the APK is “A ‘church of Christ among |,
wliite Afrikaners”, ,

¢ A number of ministers — many retired — have ‘joined ‘the’
APK, which says it ha¥'about 50 congregations countrywide. - <17




&= )

Afrikaners

Sunday morning, the bells peal and Dominee
Johan Roux, dark suit and white tie, stands
outside his NG Kerk waiting to greet his
flock. One by one they arrive, dressed as
Afrikaner Calvinist tradition expects.

A familiar SA scene. Wrong. This is Har-
are, power seat of the Marxist Robert Mu-
gabe, who before independence was accused
by South Africans that he would scrap
Christmas and turn churches into beer halls.

Roux and fellow pastor Mike Swart’s con-
gregation, one of the 16 in Zimbabwe which
accommodate 2 000 Afrikaners, is typical of
Mugabe's policy of reconciliation. “There is

.a lot of appreciation for the PM's policy after

the war,” says Roux.

“In general the Afrikaner in Zimbabwe
has a positive relationship with his black
fellow-Zimbabweans. But for the policy of
reconciliation, it would not have been possi-
ble to stay on.”

Roux for one has no intention to leave. He
and his wife Rinamari with their four child-
ren are extremely happy. “I would be happy
to become a Zimbabwean citizen,” he says.

He is however no stranger to black govern-
ments. Two af his children were born outside
SA — one in Zambia when he spread the
Gospel in Lusaka, the other in Zimbabwe.

Accusations that health services and the
standard of education have dropped are not
true, says Roux. The reverse is true — espe-
cially, there is a good government hospital.

However, he may send his eldest daughter
to Pretoria mext year for her high school
education. He would like her to go to an
Afrikaans university and fears that the tran-
sition to Afrikaans education would be hard
should she continue schooling in Harare.

“But I shudder to think how she will react
to incidents like when they banned the black
athlete at the high school in Menlo Park.”

feel safe

His_children are blind to racial .differ-

‘ences. That was highlighted when his son

Johan asked to bring a friend home one night
to sieep over. The friend turned out to be
black — something Johan never even
thought of mentioning. Not that he would
have expected it, adds Roux.

It is not always easy to be an Afrikaner in
Zimbabwe. Incidents back in SA like the
AWB reception at Jan Smuts airport for the
returning Dakar group are shown on TV.
“That is how the Afrikaner is projected.”

The mother church does not always allevi-
ate pressure. “The strong rightwing reaction
in the NGK over the new policy adopted at
the general synod meeling last year became

The Rouxs ... happy

in Harare

an embarrassment 1o us.

“That is also our strongest criticism of the
NGK. We believe the Synod has not yet
totally condemned apartheid, It still believes
there is good and bad apartheid, The ideolo-
gy should be condemned.”

Though these incidents arc a constant em-
barrassment, Roux says nonc of them has
ever been held against the Zimbabwean
Afrikaner. “There has never been any pres-
sure on us to dissolve the Afrikaans church.
We are an open church.” ’ ’

Neither has there been moves from gov-
ernment to force the church to abandon its
Afrikaans character. “Even our bank
account is registered as the Nederduits
Gereformeerde Kerk in Zimbabwe,” says
Roux.

There are three NGK congregations in
Harare. One holds its services in English.

The church is serious about its role in
Zimbabwe and tries to broaden its responsi-
bilities towards the whole community. Roux
says they often take part in welfare schemes
with other churches — the latest being a city
shelter for destitutes in co-operation with
Catholics, Anglicans and Methodists,

Roux chairs the organisation, on whose
board a member of government serves. His
church often donates money to such organi-
sations, “Recently we donated a stud bull to
a black farming community. One of our
elders led a course on the use of the bull.

“When the hospital at Kadoma was de-
stroyed by fire we gave a large sum to have it
rebuilt, At the same time we presented a
government hospital with wheelchairs.”

So while the NGK back home is still
bickering in 1987 over the term “open
churches,” some 2 000 Afrikaners, most sur-
vivors of a bitter war, show the Christian way
in a mult)racial society.
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, By Carina le Grange,
Religion Reporter

. A Nederduitse Gerefor-

meerde Kerk minister
was dismissed this week-
end for admitting a col-

~ oured man as an eider in
- ;his congregation.

The Rev Pieter Dumas

" +of Germiston said yes-
i terday that he was seek-

ing legal advice on his
dismissal and would take

... the matter further,

~i' ‘QUTRAGEOUS

', ‘. Earlier this year, Mr
. Dumas was not allowed

¢, 0 participate in his re-

gional synod because the
elder, Mr Joseph Qudt-

.. shoorn, a coloured man
7 from Ou Lokasie, lived
", outside the geographical

. borders of the Germiston
- congregation.

Church law excludes

* 1. people living outside the
+ geographical borders of a
. congregation from being
<, members.

Mr Dumas said he

- -NGK'man axe
' for admitting
a

coloured elder

found the dismissal by his
local presbytery “outra-
geous” and that he
thought a minister had to
commit a “grave sin” in
order to be dismissed.

*‘TREATED FAIRLY’

His dismissal means
that he remains a mem-
ber of the church, retains
his status as minister but
may not be called to an-
other congregation.

The Rev Willie Baden-
horst, chairman of the
preshytery that sacked
Mr Dumas, said the min-
ister had been treated
“yery fairly” but refused
to elaborate.

Mr Dumas could ap-
peal to the regional synod
on the matter, he said.

He stressed the issue
had nothing to do with
the.fact that Mr Oudsth-
gorn was coloured,

Mr Dumas said his
congregation had been
very supportive and that
the complaints “came
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l'Suspe *deg_ NQK minister

m go to**‘Supreme Com‘“’{

, N,% 4 l!w gﬁehgion B,eporter .

The Gt;rmlstoniNed] eref Kerké minister' who ‘was suspended
N “after he earlier this'y ymr appomfe .a coloured man to his church
. councll will fight t];e,f 9‘? in thei upreme Court, if necessary.
*7%;The suspended‘m erfithe Rev: Pieter Dumas; has been ad-

| vised not to commen 4to-the. media until his appeal to the

;he said he'will take the;m tter. toithe Supreme Court."

“NGK officials] mc;l gth chairman of the local presbytery,

: laterasanelder.‘ S SO T R

(8 ;busmeSb of t!;e Southern Transvaal ﬁeglonal Synod

PRk c,rﬂga\w;:ﬁw@ e rmﬁﬁf

B -

8 regional synod has. beens%heard“‘ If: this appeal:does ‘ot ‘succeed,

S BT ST LT S s e S IR I R S ST T i e 1 13 el £ m e Ty -<-"-Y.“.-.'n-|_r.’

'ihe Rev Willie Badenhqrst ihaveStressed that:the suspension has 1|
| ‘nothing to do with:the'c onicroversial move of accepting a coloured
‘man,/Mr Joseph Oudshoogn, asa member of the congregatlon -and

i »The dlspute arose because Mr Oudshoorn lives in Ou Lokasxe —
outsme the geographical boundaries of the Germiston NGK con-

3. || -gregation. This means he.is not, according to reformed church
7|} <1aw, allowed to join the congregation. .

-’ The moderator of the NGK, Professor.Johan Heyns, last night
| said he could; not comment on the matter as:it was was the
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Apartheld ? g,,
immoral, say ,(\ke
K academics

Py By Mélanie Gosling:

’ i

Four™Afrikaans theologians, mem-
‘bersziof - the’ Nederduitse Gerefor-
meerde Kerk (NGK) and the Gere-
formeerde Kerk, have published a
bookleét which slams apartheid as
morally and theologically unac-
ceptable and advocates an inclu-
swe democracy for South Africa.

; ? 3 ‘REVOLUTIONARY’

:" The booklet, “The Optlon for Inclu-
sive Democracy” which is likely to be
regarded as revolutionary by the broad
base of the' NGK, “will make people
like Treurnicht fulminate”, according ..

% to one of the authors, Dr Johann Kingh-

% orn, of the department of Bible studies

-alternative to apartheid and to a so-

makKiig, £y

¢ A

‘por

at the University of Stellenbosch.
“Thig is mot a-protest document. It is
aimed at people who are looking for:an

ciety based on race,” Dr Kinghorn said.
The book calls for free and equal ne-
gotiation in moving towards a post-
apartheid society and says it is “obvi-
ous that all who are imprisoned of in
exile for political reasons must be
given normal freedom of movement
and access to such negotiations”,
Admitting they offer ne “instant so-
lutions”, they call for a free democracy
in whlch
® There are equal and just .opportuni-
ties for all people to share inh decision

® The government acts for the good of
society and is aceountable to all aduilt
K cltlzens H

T [@The? human dignity of
all .is acknowledged and
' guaranteed by equal - ac,

.cess to courts.
| @ Theie. ' ig' umversal
i| adult sﬁffrage o

‘@ Thelirights of eitlzens
are ' not’ determmed: on'
the grounds of race.’ .
They have also called|
for d;halt to violence, —
{both  from . libération
. movements and from the
*| military’ “which props up
:the apartheid system”.
'y The: other* authors- are
iProfessor Bernard ' Late-
‘gan of the Department of -
Bible: Studles at the: Uni-
ver’%lty of i Stellenbosch
DrDE de- Vllllers‘JSemor
lecturer ; in:, Theologlcal
Ethics at the Hngenot
College ' of ;the. NGK in’
Wellington, and Professor
-Louyrens. du P1ess1s, head
of legal philosophy at, the
University. . of Potchef-
stroom. ; 1. '
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GRAHAMSTOWN —
Muffled bells tolled
from; -the ecathedral
tower at lunchtime yes-
terday as the Albany
Black Sash held a half-
hour protest against re-
strictions placed on 17
organisations by the gov-
ernment,

Armong the placards
displayed © by " single

 Bells toll wh
 Sash protests

X&)
members ofithé Shsh at
the entrance to the ca-
thedral was one with a
John Donne quotation —

“for whom the bell
tolls". :

- The protest, which
drew a mixed reaction, '
drew several groups of |
bystanders and was®
without incident. —-
DDR
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By Jo-Anne Collinge

'sWhat could put Mrs Jean Sinclair, Black Sash foun
der and veteran demonstrator, to flight?
... The unlikely answer is her fellow members of th
. "Black Sash — bent on celebrating her 80th birthday
ihls year in a very public manner.
While Mrs Sinclair is tempted to escape to Scot
' Tand to avoid the fuss, Sash colieagues have pledge
_"1b make the occasion an event that will be remem

R 20

tered well into the future,

"They have endowed a bursary which will bear her |
""Yl‘ame It will be tenable at the University of the ;
Witwatersrand, which acknowledged Mrs Sinclair's |
nenntnbutwn to human rights by awarding her a
* honorary doctorate in 1976, soon after she retired as |

» president of the Sash.

L3

The first recipient of the Jean Sinclair Bursary

ﬁrlll be announced at the opening of the Sash annual |
- conference in the Great Hall at Wits tonight.
v The organisation is hoping for a large turn-out for
the opening which takes the form of a public meet-

.___1-..

Ul\flvlg'

. . The foeus will be on human rights, a theme sug-
" gésted by this year being the 40th anniversary of the
signing of United Nations Declaration of Human

” Rights, and of South Africa’s failure to endorse the

*~déclaration.

r  Speakers at the opening will be the Reverend
“Frank Chikane, general secretary of the South Afri-

ey,

"&an Council of Churches,
-"Dr Nora Chase of the
“World Council of
"“Churches who has spe-
cial knowledge of Nami-
+'bia, and current Black
""’S'ash president Mrs
i Mary Burton.
L This year also marks
"‘ﬂie 10th anniversary of
’..Ehe United Nations’
Adoption of Resolution
™435 on self-rule for Na-
nmxlr}xbia Dr Chase will
Speak on human rights
h the territory, a decade
- after Resolution 435.
‘ Human rights have al-
“4ways been the focus of
the Black Sash — from
“ifs founding 33 years ago
~in reaction to the remov
.al of coloured people
‘from the common
yoters’ roll to its more
recent concentration on
forced removals, the in-
justices of black local
government, mass de-

Black Sash to honour
its founder at meeting

tention without trial.

The Sash has no writ-
ten creed or manifesto.
But, says Mrs Sheena
Duncan, a former presi-
dent of the organisation,
co-ordinator of its ad-
vice offices nationwide
(and Jean Sinclair's
daughter), the organis-
tion’s unwritten law has
resulted in a remarkable
consistency in the issues
it has highlighted. Mi-
grant labour, forced re-
movals, pass law injus-
tices have angered Sash
members for well over
two decades.

Leaders in the Black Sash struggle for human rights: Sash foun-
der and former president Mrs Jean Sinclair {left) and her daugh-

Mrs Sinclair remem-
bers — as if it were yes-
terday — how the stal-
warts of the Sash turned
from their defeat over
the representation of
coloureds in Parliament
to affirm their belief
that they should con-
tinue to “fight injustice
wherever it occurred”,

“We had a meeting in
the Skyline Hotel to de-
cide whether to pack it
up or carry on,” she re-
calls. The decision was
to continue. It was not a
popular one. Overnight
membership dropped

ter, Mrs Sheena Duncan.

from 10000 to about
1100.

One of the greatest
achievements of the
Sash, Mrs Duncan reck-
ons, was its ability to
hold together and act
with integrity in the
1960s, “the Dark Ages of
anti-apartheid work” —
after the first state of
emegergency, after
Sharpeville, after the
banning of the mass po-
litical organisations.

Mrs Duncan, who
joined the Sash in 1963
“because there was noth-
ing else to join at that

Y

9‘\
| %%

stage, unless you were a
student and could be
part of Nusas”, believes
that human rights have
never been at a lower
ebb in South Africa than
they are at present,

Is this an indietment
of the Sash, an indieation
of failure? Not necessar-
ily, she says. “I think it’s
very hard to measure
where South Africa
would be if the Sash had
not existed. How do you
know what would have
happened if we had not
campaigned for years on
the pass laws?”
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-+ The Black Sash
pational conference is
_ being held at the Uni-
T versity of the Wit-
., watersrand this week.
= The focus is on human
rights, an issue that
bas always been cen-
i iz 2 tral to Black Sash ac-
tivities. National President Mary Burton ex-
Kp[ains why it remains vitally important.

)

“Z

Afier the past 14 days, in which individual
people and 17 organisations in SA were
silenced and restricted by official decree, it
rymight seem naively Utopian te propose a
Kcampaign about human rights.

Nevertheless, this 40th year since the
adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (on December 10 1948) by
the General Assembly (GA) of the United
Nations is an appropriate time for Sonth
Africans to consider what we mean by hu-
man rights and how best such rights are to be
recognised and protected.

In 1948, the Declaration was approved by
48 votes to nil with eight abstentions (includ-
ing SA and the Soviet bloc). Since that time,
a number of charters, covenants and conven-
tions on human rights, not only personal and
social, civil and political, but also economic

5

and cultural, have been adopted in varicus
regions of the world, with varying degrees of
influence and value,

In 8A itself, the Freedom Charter, drawn
up in 1956, has played a significant role in
extra-parliamentary politics and is viewed by
the many supporters of the charterist organi-
sations as a sound basis on which to build a
new and different society.

Declarations, charters and conventions
about human rights are valuable guides to
countries and organisations seeking govern-
mental and legal structures which will allow
the greatest possible degree of freedom, to-
gether with the maximum protection for all
citizens alike.

However, such declarations do not have
the power of enforceable legislation. In coun-
tries which have signed charters or treaties,
it is possible to bring cases of violations of
such agreements to the courts; but in others
there are almost no channels which can be
used to put forward legal argument against
infringements of human rights.

There is a growing perception that the
international conventions ought to constitute
a legal obligation and, indeed, there are
lawyers and academics who are prepared to
argue that the Universal Declaration has
become in toto a part of binding customary
international law.

Focus is on human rights

In SA, there has for a long time been
debate about the merits of a Bill of Rights,
possibly similar to the American model.
Since the South African Law Commission
was requested to make a study of the possi-
bility of a Bill of Rights, the debate has once
more become topical.

The difficulties of introducing such a Bill
here are almost insurmountable, at 2 time
when even such civil rights as used to be
protected are now disregarded in terms of
the State of Emergency. There is also wide-
spread mistrust of the motives of those who
now propose a Bill of Rights. The white,
privileged sector of society is suspected of
trying to ensure protection of its property,
group and cultural rights in an increasingly
uncertain future.

The Black Sash is concerned with many
aspects of violations of the 30 articles of the
Declaration of Human Rights which ocour in
SA: discrimination; repression of dissent; de-
tention without trial; suppression of informa-
tion; unequal and inferior education; forced
removals; . .. the list seems endless.

It is, therefore, particularly appropriate
that the March issue of Sash, our quarterly
magazine, should have Human Rights as its
principal theme and that the focus of our
1988 National Conference will be on this
vital topic.

56
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Still

By Jo-Anne Collinge

There were specific groups in South
Africa who still had space to move for
peaceful change and if they failed to

room for peaceful
change, Black Sash told,

O

cially the restriction of the activities of
the Congress of South African Trade
Unions — benefited business.

Indeed it was designed to do so, he

HORIZONTAL REFt
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curis in the gioem ... Black Sash mem-
bers symbolically remember the signing of
the Universal Declaration of Human Right®
40 years ago — and South Africa’s refusal
both to sign the Declaration and to re-
spect the rights enshrined in it. The occa-
sion Was the opening of the annual Sash
conference in Johannesburg last night.
@ Picture by Alf Kumalo.
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HUMAN' Rights, the
theme for this year's
annual conference of the
Black Sash, coincides
with the 40th amniversary
of. the coming to power of
the National Party
Government.

The conference which
contintes today  at
| Koinonia, Judiths Paarl

was launched w1th a
public meeting at the
University of the
Witwatersrand's  Gifeat..
Hall fast night.

S‘trwe-"@% 1ilj248g -

Focus on rig

The general secretary
of the World Council of
Churches, Dr Nora
Chase, spoke on human
rights in Namibia — 10
years after the United
Nations Declaration of
Human Rights (Resolu-
tion 435),

Tackle

The Rev Frank
Chikane, general secret-
. ary of-the South African

- Council of Churches —a

addressed the meeting,

The conference will
also tackle issues such as
capital punishment,
status of political
prisoners, detainees and
conditions of detention,
regionalisation, the
plight of children,
education and homeless-
ness.

A video presentation

ghts.

‘member of the WCC.—

will inciude the violence .

in Maritzburg and i
Natal indaba.

Black Sash president
Mrs Mary Burton will
also give her state of the
nation report.

Another highlight of
the conference, which
ends on Sunday, will be
the honouring of Black
Sash founder, Mrs Jean
Sinclair, who ceiebrates
her B0ih birthday this
yeat.
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. FRANK CHIKANE, general secretary of the
H South African Councu of Churches, minced no
B words in opening the Black Sash’s nanonal con-
N ference last weekend: “Those who are white ...
B suil have space to cause change,” he saxd. “If you
# do not use that space you are responsible for the
] deaths of the people.”
4 The challenge to “fill the gap” left by the recent
i banmng of 17 organisations — E10UPS Chikane
descnibed as non-vrolent, apen to pegotiaton and
doing the work of the church — permeated the
§ 33rd conference, held in Johanmesburg, of the
4 women's human rights Orgamisacon
B Events last weekend indicated the space for
@ peaceful protest was sui shrnkang. Chikang had
H listed the white community, business representa-
tves, church leaders and the inematonal com-
mumty 2§ the groups which had “space to save
this conntry”. On Saturday the conference’s pro-
¢ was nterrupted by an announcement that
[ the Commuttes for the Defence of Democzacy —
B formed by cherch leadsrs and others after the
B2 February 24 bannings — had besn banned.
In an intesview at the end of the conference,

i Cheap advice

N the post-milax control er, the Black Sash ad-
vice office 1n Johannesburg has begun handling
birth certificate problems as if they were citizen-
ship quertes.

According to Sheena Duncan, nauonal co-
ordinator of the orgamsaton’s advice offices, the
M new laws have created a new vicions circle but

d the result 15 the same: people who are not record-
ed in the population register have no officiat exis-
tence.

In terms of the pass laws, she said, thousands
were unable to unable to obtain 2 pass or refer-
ence book “because they never had a permut o re-
side mn Soweto because they never could prove
they were born and had always Lived in the area”.

ment, people who never had 2 reference book
#l must produce a birth ceruficate.
4 But Duncan says the Department of Home Af-

] there 15 no hospual or cline record of the birth,
f or if there 15 no baptism ceruficate dated m the
first five years after the birth,

In the department's Johannesbarg regional of-
B fice, affidawits cernfying the bisth are not acoept-

% assistance of meaicai professionals and whe are

]

Now, 1n order o obtan the new idenuty docu-

fairs will not 1ssuc a tate regisraton of birth if

% ed. Peopie who were bom at home without the

4 not bzptsed have no hope of gernng a birth cer-

The Black Sash escaped the government’s most recent clampdawn on extra-
parliamentary groups — so whites musf use the space left 10 them or bear
some responsibility for activists’ deaths, Frank Chikane tells the while human
righis organisation.

JO-ANN BEKKER reports on the Black Sash'’s national conference

Mary Burton, who was glected for a third term of
office as president, said the Black Sash had de-
fined several ways to respond to Chikane's chal-
lenge.

On request, it would assist mn filling the space
for service and erisis work created by the ban-
rings. But while the Sash would “be alert 1o the
needs expressed, it would rot go charging in”,
she said. Individuals who had been involved in
silenced orgamsarons would not merely “fold
ther hands™.

In addition, the Sash weuld find avenves for
the voices of banned organisations to be heard,
usmg the Sash’s publicanons and public plat-
forms. This was already one of the Sash’s aims,
but it would exarune the possibilities thoughtful-

priceless help

without the birth ceniificate a person has no
hope of obtaining an idenuty document

And without the ID, people canrot abtain law-
ful accommodaton, regular employment, a pen-
ston or a disability grant, nor could they enter
most banking and commercial transactions.

Duncan said the Sash understood the concern
of the Department of Home Affairs that rllegal
aliens from nesghbouning countszes should not be
able to acquire Scuth African cinzenship by mak-
ing false statements 1n appiying for an ID. “But
the vicams of the sysiem are useally banc fide
South Afnicans whose ctuizenship can be esta-
blished by careful questonng,” she said,

Meznwhile, reports that the new IDs cany -
correst dates came from advice offices arcund the
COURITY.

The Pretona office said it had spent much Gme
assisting a man to get satsfactory proof of his
birth date. When he eventually recewved lus ID
the date was entered incorrectly. He was told by
a Home Affairs official to be satsfied it was
“only two months out”.

Duncan sad the Sash had reporied time and
me agam about “positively ancient people who
have been told they are ‘too young’ to cizim a
pePmon because the compuser says they wese
bom several vears after the tue date of bixth.”

iy, Burton said.

She said many Sash members, particularly 2

those 1p smaller areas, felt inadequate to meet the

challenge. “Although there 15 4 great anxiety

about how we will cope, on the other hand there
is a real commutment 1o facing the challenge as
well 25 we can.”

With tus 1 mind the 1 §(-member organisa-
tion would stve to ncrease 1S s1ze and “to actl-
vate our membership so they are more mvoived
in our work™.

One of the dilemmas posed at the conference
was whether the Black Sash should remain inde-
pendent and non-aligned or whether 1t should af-
filiate to mass-based organisations,

The orgamsaticn’s non-ahgned stance has
probably ensured 11s sarvival over thres decades
of Natignalist ruie. But tn an increasingly pola-
tised soctety there 1s pressure from within the
Sash for the organisaucn to keave the “ivory tow-
er” of white pnvilege.

This debate, which was closed to the press,

took place around the question of whether 10 af- ¥
filiate to the Federatron of South Afncan Women. §

which is currendy bemng revived — a move
which would require an amendment to the Sash’s
consusiehon and could only occur after a year’s
notce.

In the end, the conference resoived to
“encourage all our regions and members to take
an achve part 1n seekang and strengthening con-
tact with Fedsaw™. It urged members “to work i
close associauon with Fedsaw on campaigns and
projects so that the process of buitding must and
friendship may become a reality in practice as
well as in principie”, But 1t stopped stopped shont
of affilatgen.

In an interview, Burton said she felt strongiy
that alliance or affilianon ought to be orgame and
not be 1mposed by the 40 delegates to the confer-
ence. “We should bold the process first,” she
said, “untd 1t 15 something peopie want for them-
selves. They should not do it because 1t looks
good.”

However, wowards the end of the conterence.

vice-president Rosemary van Wyk Smuh of the
Cape Albany region urged that this “process” be
speeded up. She agreed the space the Sash was
working within was ‘fragile anc has to be pro-

Y commuiticaton can be maintaned between those

niookarS'a‘t-the SADE's 75th anniversary show

groups could not operate freely and consultaucn

The passing parade .. 0

tected. But there 15 a danger 1if we use it a5 an
ivory tower separate from mass-based organisa-
Hons. We must use it to align curselves with
mass-based orgamsauons,” she said.

“Whate we have destded not to affiliate we must
understand our commimment to esing space. We
must go back 10 our regions and work out how
we can use space best. [t mav mvolve a constity-
tonai change (to permut affilianon’.

The ongosng debate over pa=ucipahion 1n state
stractures was another focus for discussion over
the weekend, centred particuiarly on the October
murnuctpal elecuons.

Burton addressed the 1ssue in her oreng ad-
dress. She outhized the reasons why opponents
of parucipation ocheved the strategy was aoomed

®There was widespread and profound distrast
of the government’s intentions. The goverament
had a fustory of trying to provide a vowee for
biack opinion without conceding any powet.

@The system was loaded against a true demo-
cranc process. There was no clanty about the
way the mumeipal elections were to take place.

Ta adcation, Burtgn sard, *There 15 the know-
ledge that the major batile which the government
has tost 18 the stuggle 1o win over the bearts and
mnds, the support of the majonty of the popuia-
nen. That 1s a wictory wnich has been achievea
by the communsty-based extra-parliamentary op-
posstion, and it 1 an achievement 1t 1§ not willing

saders of exrra-parhamentary pohitical  Ou the other hand, she said. groupings current-

ly acting wathin the overall sysizm of government
had a role to play “and this may be developed and
expanded, particularly if the coramunity-based
orgamisations 2re immobihised for a period. This
cotid be a yseful development, especially if good

within and those outside the system.”

In a discussion- paper, Black Sash member
Toyce Harris, a former vice-president, argued for

cipation 1n the October elections.

“NMumeipal eiections will not take place mn a
vacuum,” she said. “They wilk differ from previ-
ous elections i that all partes will be paracipat-
mg openly on a politieal basts fighting for mumie-
ipal control.

Harnis argued that if they represented the views
of the majonty, regonal services coencils maght
provide an opportumty for jout decision-making !
and generally-acceptable local government !
“which would make nonsense of the govemn-
ment's carefully devised pians to retan power”.

The conference, as cxpected, did not take a po-

? sition on the issue. It decided the Sash’s role was

analytical and informatve: “We must look af the

¢ situaton and how it is developing, what the op-

tions are and what room there ts,” Burton said-
“Oqur degision was to equip people better to make
the decision themselves.”

Pending legsslation to sever foreign funding of
anti-apartheid organisations could severely ham-
per the Sash's work.

Burton s2id the Black Sash itself wouid survive
oa membership fees, but major projects such as
the Transvaai Rural Acton Comruttee, its advice
office and rural fieidworkers were financed with

% overseas support and could be senously affected.

The Sash resolved to oppose this legislaton.

Burton said the Sash had Listed as prionties
strengthenumg 1ts “crisis work” — parucularly in |
remote areas with few resources; gathenng mfor- |
manon zbout events in other countnes 1n the
Southern African regeon, with 2 view to buiiding
relanons with women’s groups in neighbouring '
counmes; focusing on the ruluansanon of socie-
Iy; nesearching appropriate, communaty-based re-
sponses to increasing unemployment and pover-
ty, and campaigning zround the Universal Dec-
laranon of Humman Rights

“Qur weakness 1s that we are a very small or-
ganasation based in one sector of the population
and there are hmats to what we can do,” Burton
said, “But 1t 15 also possibly one of our strengths
beranse we are & very cohesive group.”

She sai bemng white-based, the dash lacks
lose contact with the black communury. “The
State of Emergency znd resmctions threaten 10
cut us off. But we are determungg to suengthen
our lnks, ratner than let Yiem get oroken.”
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AN EXTRACT from the presidential address by
- MARY BURTON dglivered to the national confer-
. ence of the Black Sash in Johannesburg last night.

seem to me, more and more, to express what is happen-
ing in the country.

. The government tries to convince the extreme right

to restore “law and order™; instead the habitants of the
towns and townships, the urban squaiter settlements
and the rural or semi-rural villages, are subjected to
terror and disorganization by those very forces which
ought to exist for their protection. R

.in Cape Town, in s0 many towns in the eastern Cape
, there are violentr confrontations between different
groups. Time and.time again.we hear allggations that
the security forces favour one group ‘above the other,
providing protection or even support.

The grip of terror replaces trust in the rule of law
where emergency regulations are invoked to quell op-
position to government policies, and when the courts
seem to offer little or no protection against arbitrary
detention and other official action. The approach of
{then) Acting Chief Justice Rable is m?t reassuring: “We
must be realistic.

“We have strangers coming in across the borders with
boembs and mines. There is nothing in the common law
to deal with a situation like that We must get informa-
tion from people we arrest, especially when they are
carrying weapons from the Soviet blac, otherwise we
can't defend ourselves. The situation in the country is

. guell it by bringing people to court.” (Sunday Star, May
3 198D, T A

Parliament may pass legisiation, and the secunty
forces may enforce regulations, but

ol 1 1[5

IT IS the words, “terror” and “disorganization”, that

wzng that the ongoing state of emergency is permitting it -

Y. In Crossroads in 1988, in the Mantzburg area, in KTC -

pretty near that of a civil war. It is naive to think you can.

transitiobn, about how to reconclle the protection of
freedom with the need to maintain necessary restraints.
This is where there is a need for guarantees of basic
human rights. But it is also essential for a legal code to
have the acceptance of the majority of the population.
That is the only way to ensure reverence for the body of
the law. Laws which are passed by an unrepresentative
government cannot command that kind of respect.

If the rule of law is to be respected, the laws must
have the legitimacy that stems from the participation of
all the citizenry in their formulation, and they must be
seen to protect rights as well as ensuring that justice
takes if course.

When, for example, “warlords” in areas surrounding
Mantzburg are believed to act with impunity and to
have the tacit approval of the police, the law is brought
into disrepute. When laws allow discrimination on the
basis of skin colour and ethnic origin, the law is brought
into disrepute. And when this happens, when a legal
system loses legitimaey, or does not meet the needs of
the people, the people will formulate other systems of

justice. .., -
S

international outcry

On the other hand, when the courts uphold the appeal
of the Universities of Cape Town and Western Cape
against the Minister of Education’s imposition of condi-
tions for subsidies or when interdicts are granted to
protect the residents of a township such as Hofmeyr or
Bongolethu from assaults by “kitscops”; or when in-

guests lead to a proper investigaiion into the events--

resulting in a death; then the legal system gams in
respect and legitimacy. - e .

The events of the past year are somewhat oversha-
dowed by the announcement on February 24 of the
latest and most overt attack of recent times on opposi-
. tion groups Here mdeed is dlsorgamzatlon at its most

= visible . . T

- o,

-« ment was faking no chances. .

Why should the government take such drastie action,
immediately followed by the tabling of legislation to cut
off funding for organizations opposing its policies?

Does it not care about the international outery? The
truth is that outcries are unpleasant but they don’t hurt.

Does it not care about opposition within the country?
The povernment has the might to contain that opposi-
tion. It must be hoping that there will be no more than a
degree of public protest which will be confined to its
known opponents and can be easily controlled.

In Parliament it has the majority, and outside it has
the “kitscops” and the security system to cope with
localized resistance.

Important for time

Does the govemment hope to win back Conservative
Party supporters by demonstrating its ability,to hold
onto power and control? This has undoubtedly played
. some part in the decision to act so decisively, but the -
government is also determined to deal strongly with the
right wing, and to emphasize the difference between its
- own policies and the blatant racism and aggresswe
stance of the CP and the AWB,

This wﬂl be important for the time when, havmg
silenced opposition within the country, it can hope to -
.turn back to the international community for support.

. That hope for future support makes it necessary to have -
. &silenced those orgamzatmns which have been particu-
* larly successful in disseminating information abroad
about repression and deteniions.

Could it even be that orgauizations like the UDF and
Azapo have been restricted in order to prevent them
from changing their non-participation policies and

, .-using the new structures to gain power within the
i).‘ system? This did not seem an option which would have -
sthe- support of those-bodies, but perhaps the govern-

’l"_:f

: the South African legal system is “on
the brink uf dying”, sau:l ProfD Davis.

o
Degree of conﬂlct 2 les m,,.,_{“

“ It is inevitable that there will be a
degree of conflict in any society; par-
ticularly one which is in a process of

. 5 &, 1-,7_ e
» MARY BURTON :... ‘govern-
. ment is subjecting the country
~ to “terror” and “disorganiza-
W - - >~ ftion™.
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March 14, 1988

Rights — became even more relevant last week when South Afri-

THE theme of the Black Sash’s 33rd national conference — Human
cans once again felt the effects of the Government's crackdown on

anti-apartheid protests.

As the women discussed the state of the nation in Judith’s Paarl, Johannesburg,

on Friday, another drama unfolded a few kilometres a

A group of Roman Cathelic Charch bishops, dressed in their ceremonial robes,

steod outside the cathedral with placards protesting against the Governméni's
’

restrictions on 18 orgamisations.

Hardly 24 hours leter the Mmister of Law and Order, Mr Adnaan Vick,
announced in a special Goversment Gazette that the Committee for the Defence of

Democracy was banned.

Mr Viok justified the action by claiming that the Africun Nationnl Congress wis

atternpting to use churches

Black Sash president, Mrs Mary Burton, sombrely reflected on 500 years of
South African istory when she addressed a public mecting at the University of the

Witwatersrand on Thursday night.

The meeting Lo launch the organisation’s conference was addressed by the
general seeretary of the World Coungl of Churclies,

IZ ora Chisc. and the Rev

Frank Chikane, general
secretary of the South
African Council of
Churches,

“This year marks
anniversaries of special
sigmficance for  South
Africans,” said Mrs
Burtan

These were. 500 years
since Bartholomeu Dias
arnved on these shores;
300 years since the
French Huguenots
artived and 40 years since
the National Party came
to power.

“In other ciecumstan-
ces there could be no
harm n celebrating the
achievements of those
who have contributed to
South Africa's history,
and indecd the courage
and delermipation and
skills of the early
travellers and settlers arc
worthy of praise,” said
Mrs Burton.

“Neverthefess, histor-
ical landmarks alse
remind us of the wrongs
which were done in the
name of exploration,
colonisation and civilisa-
tion,” she said,

Mrs Burton said
digenous peaple were
often oppressed and
exploited as their
descendants are taday

Many people have,
willy-nilly, criticised the
Black Sash and labelled 1t
as a group of whitc
liberal women with a
cosmetic concern for
blacks,

However the organisa-

|3 €%

SASH:
éeping tabs

y in Saratoga Avenue,

r N

i

BLACK Sash nafional president, Mrs Mary

Burton . . .

on injustice

tion, in its 33 years, has
recorded vatal history as
illustrated by papers
prescated by varieus
hranches at the weekend

As Mrs Burton put 1.
“This recording and
publislung of informa-
tion is a vital part of our
work. Tt is often arduous,
it 15 hedged about with
legal -pitfalls, and
somelimes what weare la
document is only a small

THEMBA MOLEFE reflects on the Black

Sash's national conference which ended

on a high note In Johannesburg
yesterday.

seetion of a larger role,

“Buk it 1s an imporiany
contribution to  wnder-
standing the whole ™

These words bring to
nund  the hundreds of
people queucing at 1he
Black Sash's offices in
Khotso llouse, Johan-
nesburg, in the hope that
their problems would be
solved

Problems like housing,
the influx ceniral faws,
birth ccrtificates or
wlentity  documents are
handled daily,

. .
Objectives
To further illustrate
the point, @ report from
the Western Cape region
of Black Sash read in
part. *The Government
heas used 1987 — a period
of enlorced silence — 10
achieve three main
objectives. One of them is
1o ¢onunue to put into
place their apartheid
blueprint and to clean up

the apartheid map,

AL the nationa tevel
homelandds have been
consolidated and bound-
anes redrawn;  at the
local level residential
Group Areas continue 1o
Pl)c enforged {despite pre-

DR Nora Chase of the
world Council of
Churches . . . address-

ed Black Sash confer-
ence.

election hopes af tns Act
being abohshed)y . "
On the guestion of
wdentity documents, with
specilic reference to the
Identification  Act ol
1986 which phased out
the issumg of 1Ds on a
ravial bass, the Johan-
neshurg Advice Olfice of
the Biack Sash noled
“We have reporied over

and over again about,
L

o

kgomo and

1978.

Political comment 1 this issue by } Lata-
A Klaaste. Sub-cditing, headlines
and posters by S Matlhaku. All of 61 Com-
mando Road, Industria West, Johannesburg,

The reproduction or broadcast without per-
mission of articles pubhished in this newspaper
on any current economic, pohtical of weligious
tapic, is forbidden and cxpressly rescrved to
The Argus Printing and Publisting Company
Ltd under Section 12(7) of the Copynght Act

» Write to the Editer at PO Box 6663, Johan-
nesburg 2000. Nom-de-plumes can he uscd,
but full names and addresses should be sup-
plied or the letter will not be published.

fighter for righls of the under-
privileged.

positively ancient people
who have been told (hey
are too young to chum
pensions  because  the
compulut savs 1hey weie
barn several years aller
the true date of binth
“(The Department o}
Hame Affans blames all
this on the lact that many
people arc illiterate
Hhteracy 5 ot syno-
nymouns with stupidity
“[Miterate people can
very uolten panpomt the
yeir i whicli they were
buen with a lintle cetut
quieshioning about evenls
— drought. locusts, the
great Clhe emdemic,
General Smnts, the st
Pulch War,' the Boe
War, the Bambata
Rebellhon, the visitool
King Guonge Vo Santh
Aferca amd <o lorth

Biamed

“Mistakes do matler
White people take 1 lor
granted that thesr names
shauld be spelt correctly
Black people are blamed
forr thie nustakes m therr
[Ds and are supposed (o
Just put up with 1L,” says
the Johamnesburg office

The office sad “We
sympathise wilh the
Director-General (ol the
Department  of  leme
Adiaies)

*We beheve i 1o he
sincerely intent  upon
demonsteatmg, 1o blach
South Adricans that the
pass laws have really
gone hut he s highting a
losmg battle ™

The tughbight of the
1988 conference was the
renunder that this year
was the 40th anniversary
of the United Nauoens
Peclarpien of Human
Righis South Alnca
not & signatory

Hlence 11 was not
surpyising that the Savh
1ackled such 1opics as
children i detentian,
militansation, destabudi-
sation, | sancthons  and
SA's relations with the
Frontlime States

December [0 s

universally celebrated as
Human Tighs Thy, a

day winch the Bluck Sash
has 1esolved 10 observe,
11 would also campaign

for 1he day 1o be
abscrved a5 L s of
“major relevance 1R

Sauthern Alrica ™

’g. i
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THE Black Sash yesterday sald it was comrmﬁﬁl’ %
- to monitoring and opposmg the increasing f‘
represswn in _South, Afl‘lca.—f 1t ‘condemned 7

“defention in tﬁ%ﬁi% Srategy - of silgncing”

opposmon S{ 120X

The® rgamsanoni‘sarﬂ
at the end of its natlonal
conference held,,.m
a?johannp’éburg ﬁﬂiatwit
noted an esnmatedﬁj
people were still detgl Wged
fort +political reﬁons,
~ many of them bemg held
for 20: months

“yealso condexf’ip,gbe
sﬂencmg of. or am§a-
tlons»whlch ha\.'e.. acf" Lithe
“ courage*to explorc~the
scale .and depth of
inhumane treatment of
the detention stratcgy

The: Black Sash"sald it
also- noted that th‘c ‘State
was unhkely t¢ relin-
" quish its control of
educat:on‘ Y\i}l_l_(:h ity
descnbedw as the control
of tdeology

“The sustained and:
venomdus campalgn
directed: fagamst univer-
sities by fh¢ State-and in
much of the mediz in
1987 culminated in"the
promulgatmn of the-De
Klerk* regulatlons Thesc

“The Black Sash
exprcsses its firm support
tg* -those univetsities'
which have rejf:ctedz the"
conditions and ‘urges
them to continue to’ resxst
ahy’ mterferenc&:,,.,
’
organisation sald;% i
,,pThc conferé?ic’ o ls[
its mem’b’br& G)
the irfc'ffgésnrfﬁ’?
of
their
Iegal tion for their sons
not;fo phrnmpate in the
cadet systems and
encéurage other parents
to do the same.

See Focus.
Y £e
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The Black Sash; notmg that about 1500 people arg’
still “mcarcerated in political interment”, tabled a
resolution at its national conference in Johannesburg
yesterday repeatmg its condemnation of the practice
* of detention “in the overall State strategy of silencing
0pposxt10n

¥ ife-also condemi the silencing of all organisations
that have had the courage to explore the scale and
- depth of inhumane treatmerit of the detention strate-
gy,” the resolution said.
" “We reaffirm our commitrient to monitoring and
K pi:qsmg eVer-mcreasmg repression,in-South Africd.”
“SiThe Black Sash“also called on Brigadier Jac
uchner of the SAP .in'Mantzburg, ‘and.on the Minis-
‘6f Law"and Order'to reléase the! estimated 800 to
1 000 detainees being held in Maritzburg’s New Pris-
on and Durban’s Westville Prison,

"The cdll was imade in the wake of the conflict be-
tween Inkatha and_ non-Inkatha groupings in Natal,
which had “severely affected the health, home llfe
arid education of thousandd of people”. :

The resolution called on police .and army menm-
bers stationed in the Mamtzburg townshlps and in
townships across Natal “to do their duty to protect all
residents from vigilante attacks”, .

‘The anti-apartheid orgamsatlon eriticised the Gov-
" ernmient for continued forced removals, demolitions
and evictions, It said there was no priority of State
spending on housing for the poor and the very poor,

Housing for all could not be achieved until the
Land Act and Group Areas Act were abolished.

The Black Sash also said it supported the stand
taken by all conscientious objectors, and demanded
the immediate release of Ivan Toms, who was jailed
recently for refusing to serve in the defence force.

- It reiterated its call -for an endto conscnption and
“to. the use of young men in an overt war in Angola
and to their use in clandestine operatlons in South
Afrtca and nelghbounng states”. - K

The “De Klerkregulations” on universities cOuId ibe
seen as a direct attack on. “those universities which
are-attempting to redress the ‘liistorial injustices
caused by Bantu Education,” the résolution added. -

It urged uanEI‘SItlES to contmue to resust any m-
térferencé. . N

-The-“De. Klerk regulatxons” by hnkmg State subsn-
dies to_“freedom of expression and university auton-
amy”, sought to “crush the climate of understandlng”
developing on certain canpuses,

The State was: unhkely o relmqulsh control of edu-
¢ation becatise “control of educatlon is control of ide-
ology”, the resolution sald ‘

.The “divisive strategles” ot the dtfferent educatlon
departments and the mcreasmg use of pollce Sécuri-
ty forces and,the SADE: in schools requlres to bezna-
tlonally momtored qnd exposed ‘ W

“The: orgamsqtlon urged its members io "1det1t1fy
and fsupport progresswe teachers. Members should
-redistnthe .increasing -militarisation of schools; exer-

i eise ‘{heir legal option for their sons not to partlc1pate
“{in the cadet system and encourage other parents to

do the same.” — Sapa.
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JOHANNESBURG
The Black Sash said
yesterday it would not
ailow the government
to carry out its activi-
ties “under a cloak of
secrecy,” in the wake
of the effective ban-
nings of 17 anti-apart-
heid organisations.

Mrs Mary Burton. Black
Sash president, said in
a statement the new
emergency regu-
lations and the clamp

on black dissent was a
direct result of the or-
ganisations’ effective-
ness in “‘exposing the
tactics of repression
and detention used by
the state against iis

opponents.” é

“Together with others

throughout the coun-
try, we undertake to
refuse to allow the
government to carry
out ifs activities under
a cloak of secrecy.”

she said.

Mrs Burton said the Nat-

ional Detainees Day
took on a “powerful
significance this vear,
when the Detainees
Parents Support Com-
mittee and other orga-
nisations have been
prevented from voic-
ing their concern for
detainees.”

was estimated that
there were 1500
people in detention,

250 of whom were chil-

“We shall not

dren, she said.

allow
them to be forgotten.”

“We commit ourselves to

continue to defend
those who are voice-
less and incarcer-
ated.”

The Black Sash sup-

ported the stand taken
by all conscientious
objectors. a resolution
made at the group's
national conference at

the weekend said. ___—
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JOHANNESBURG. - Public interest in hangings had been
heightefied because more than 40 people currently on death row
were political prisoners, the National Conference of the Black
Sash in Johannesburg heard at the weekend.

Ms Sheena Duncan, Naticnal Advice Office director of the
Black Sash, said the concern for these prisoners was "being
{ranslated into a wider concem for the many more people who are
awaiting the day when they will be put to death”. .

More people than ever before were questioning capital punish-
ment,

"We can push for an independent commission of inquiry. We
can intensify efforts to persuade the State President to exercise
his powers to grant clemency in all cases - not just in the case of
political prisoners. )

"We can do these things to get capital punishment abolished in
our country,” said Duncan.

2 If hangings were carried out in public the public would "at least
know of the dreadfuf things that are done in their name".

“The citizens would see that death is not always instantaneous.
They would know what the celd and deliberate taking of life
means,” she said.

Terror inflicted

Altogether 1 114 people had been hanged over the past ten
years in South Africa. At the end of 1987 there had been 268
people on death Tow.

Those who are going to die are told seven days in advance of
the date of their death.

"There can be no greater terror inflicted on any human being
than knowing in advance the exact moment of one's death-

"The deliberate, planned killing of any person not only debases
those who carry out the hanging and those who must wimess it. It
is the responsibility of all of us," said Duncan.

"To remain silent makes each of us a party to each judicial
killing." =

She pointed out that judges in South Africa and other countries
had been divided on the issue of capital punishment. Some had
spoken out against it while others had supported it.

Amnesty Intemnational asked the Black Sash in 1979 to "use all
appropriate means to persuade members of the government and
other relevant authorities of the need to achieve the total abolition
of the death penalty in South Africa.”

In 1969 MP Mrs Helen Suzman of the Progressive Party had

introduced a motion in parliament asking the government to es-
tablish a commission of enquiry into capital punishment.” The
motion had been overwhelmingly defeated.

"The Minister of Justice argued that there was a negligible
public demand for abolition,” Duncan said.

More than 1 100 have been hanged in South Africa in the past 10 years.

The condemned on death row at Pretoria's Central Prison are told seven days in
advance they are going to die.

"There can be no greater terror for any human being than knowing the exact moment of
one's death", a conference was told at the weekend

Ms Sheena Duncan of the Black Sash
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‘The day I'll become a South Afrlca b

@ MARY BURTON
“political ituation hos never
looked so critical,” she says,

[P

women's anti-apartheid pressure
groups in South Africa — with
membership of almost 2000 — na-
tional Black Sash president Mrs
Mary Burton says the pelitical fu-
ture is bleak,

Having dedicated more than 22
years of her life to working in the
il Sash — an all-absorbing interest —
B Mrs Burton (48) this week said that

in her experience, the South African
political situation had never looked
- as critical.

Closely involved in civil rights
activities and based in Cape Town,
Mary Burton is extremely con-
certied about South Africa’s foture,
Under her leadership, the Sash has
focused its latest campaign on the
United Nations’ universal declara-
tion of Human Rights.

Born in Buenos Aires, Argenting,
and schooled in Brazil, Mary
trained as a Journalist, th Ak

After marrying a Sou can
in Europe, she yeturped with him to
this country in 1960 =, the year of
the Sharpeville shoofmgs and the
Ic::anmng of téxeﬂlmlgcangl;tghonal

ongress and the Pan icanist
Congress.

Headmg ane of the most powerful ’

. “Racial dlscmninatmn was glar-
ingly evident. Brazil had problems,
but only in South Africa were peo-
ple sealed into poverty becanse of
their skin colour,” she explained.

Kept “baby bound” with four sons
- born m rapid succession, one of her

first ventures into easing a political

-conscience was to run a soup kit-
chen on the Cape Flats. “I had
never seen such poverty,” Mary re-

. called.

But, she said, she felt she should
be doing more than repair work ~
and wanted to tackle root causes.

Joining the Sash in the 1960s
after membership was opened fo
all women (before that, it was for
women voters only), she said she
was catapulted into a view of so-
ciety that white middle class
WoInen never saw.

Apd there was no turning back -
the housewife who had “cooked
while reading novels propped up on
the stove” had found an outlet for
her need to set right the injustices
she saw around her.

In 1966 she was elected to the

-« Western Cape regional council, she
has served as treasurer and secre-
tary and twice held the chair, In all

R e
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-MARY BIIRTON@

Written by: .
PAT DEVEREAUX

her years of mvolvement she has
only taken a four-year break — to
study at university.

But an ambition {0 refurn to uni-
versity to do an honours degree

‘after her term as national president

ends this year may be thwarted.
She views “stndying as foo self-in-
dulgent at tlus cnucal stage in
South Africa’s history”, - r

“Yes, I am committed to Sash
work,” she said boldly, adding that
her pesition was a full-time job.
“When 1 get home i the evening I
continue with political analysis —
reading and researching for the or-
gamsatmn. shesaid. & . .
- - Mary speaks Spanish, Portuguese

and French ﬂuently, and another. -

y Black Sash ch1ef

“keen interest is the hnstorical de-
velopment of the novel. “I read any-
thing and everything,” she said

“My family is very supportive of
Jay work. I dow’t think I could have
lived in South Africa for'27 years
w1thout belonging to the Black
Sash,” said Mary, wio has kept her
Argentinian passport. -

~This is not because she longs to
escape this country’s problems, but
hecause she identifies with the
many black South Africans who,

she says, are refused their birth- -
. right,

e } ‘

- Asserting that she would never
leave South Africa voluntarily, she
said: “T will apply for South
cilizenship the day black South

- Africang get their rights.” .

For Mrs Burton, the Black Sash
is a vehicle for women not content

to isolate themselves in white sub- - ¢

urhia, protected from the realities
of political life. It is for those who -
see dramatic changes eommg and
“want to contribute. -

" ““The type of membership is

changing. We are attracting more
and more career women and have

had to adapt our structures,” she
said,

Giving reasons for her contmued
involvement Mrs Burton said: ,
“Black Sash is the first step to
changing one’s whole perception of
what apartheid means to people in
South Africa. The more one knows, §
the more impossible it is not to con- §
tribute”, ;)

As someone who helps adminis-”
ter an organisation which aids
black South Africans navigate- B
_'Eharthexd laws, Mrs Burton said:

ere is a close link between the
~advice offices and our role as a
ressuring body on the authorities.

“There are great fears ip the
white community, and we seem fo
be the non-racial bridge which can
defuse these fears,” she added. “One

.

¢ cans who oppose the Govemment:

mot to sit on the feqt:e, but to
“invoived in Aany or;gg.fmsatmn
~.which they feel (ﬁ ortable
., ‘Where they can use
“money to pmmote-what Ehey
lievein®. . ,z.&.,,e«

b
‘u-‘""‘"




EAST LONDON — A number of Duncan Village
pensioners who were due to receive their pensions
on March 8 have been told they will be paid out
only on March 30.

The pensioners’ last payout was in early Janu-
ary, as pensions are paid out every two months.

The pensioners, who had approached the Black
Sash for help, said yesterday they had got up as
early as 4 am on March 8 to join the queues at the
paymaster’s van.

At 4 pm, they were told that the paymaster had
run out of money and that they should return on
March 10. '

" The same thing happened on March 10, and they
were told to return on March 30, more than three
weeks after the original payout day.

Some of the pensioners were so desperate that
- they followed the paymaster’s van to the paypoints
in Wilsonia and Cambridge the next day, but they-
were told to wait until the end of March.

Twelve pensioners were at the Black Sash of-
fices yesterday, but they said that more than 100
pensioners had been affected by the delay.

. One of the women at the office said she was more
thaln 100 years old and another gave her birth date
as 1918.

. The chairman of the Border Black Sash, Mrs Sue
. Power, said they appreciated the problems of the
paymaster single-handedly having to pay out such
vast numbers of pensions, but called on the Cape
Provincial Administration immediately to in-
crease the number of paymasters to ensure that
pensioners were not forced to suffer delays.

A spokesman for the Department of Home Af-
fairs said he was unable to get hold of the paymas-
ter yesterday for comment but he would investi-
gate the matter today. —DDR
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JOURNALISTS and the Black Sash
organisation mounted placard protests
in Johannesburg yesterday
demonstrating against the closure of
New Nation by the Government.
New Nation, which publishes
about 60000 copies a week. read by

about 48000 people, should have
gone on sale yesterday. In terms of a
Government Gazette notice,
however, 1t will be closed until June.

More than 30 journalists held up
protest notices on the pavements
around the Bree, Sauer and

Simmonds Street intersections, up to
Loveday Street. Thousands of people
were headed to work at the time.
Many of the demoustrators tied
handkerchiefs over their faces to ward
off the concentrated vehicle exhaust

-

Enm. Staff members of New Nation,

Weekly Mad and the Star took part.

on one side with the answer: “You’re
next’” on the other.

The Black Sash also mounted a
protest outside the Johannesburg
Stock Exchange. Iis placards’ read:



If hangings were carried out in
Eublic at least the people would
now of the dreadful things that
are done in their name.

This was the opening statement by
Mrs Sheena Duncan, former Black
Sash president and a vice-president of
the South African Council of Churches,
in a working paper put to the recent
Sash annual conference.

* She continued: “The citizens would
see that death is not always instantane-
ous. They would see that when men
and wornen die in an extremity of fear
their bowels may turn to water and
they may defecate or urinate involun-
tarily.

“They would see that there are
sometimes emissions of blood. They
would know what the cold and deliber-
ate taking of life means.”

TEARGAS WAS USED

In a case reported in the Press in
July 1981 it was disclosed that teargas
was used to “calm down” four men
who resisted when warders arrived to
escort them to the gallows, Mrs Dun-
can recalled,

The ‘prisons depariment statement
on that-péeasion was: “It is of course

always “a possibility that a prisener .

will refuse to leave his cell hefore his

the hangings
were public. . .

Sr

delivery to the place of, execution —
but this occurs only as the rarest ex-
ception.

“Naturally verbal persuasion as a
means of handling the situation will be
used in the first place. Only when this
fails will other measures, as dictated
by the circumstances, be considered.”

11i4 PEOPLE HANGED

In the last 10 years South Africa had
hanged 1114 people, Mrs Duncan cal-
culated. At the end of 1987 there were

268 people on Death Row.

“There can be no greater terror in-
flicted on any human being than know-
ing in advance the exact moment of
one's death,” Mrs Duncan argued.

She added that when PFP MP Mr
Dave Dalling raised questions about
hangings in Parliament, the Minister of

- Justice appealed to him to withdraw

the questions because the answers
would be “too gruesome". . b x

Mrs Duncan peinted outithat even
some judges hated the death penalty.

She quoted Mr Justiceé G'Coeizee,
who retired in 1987, as saying: “I never
counted how many people I sentenced
to the death penaity. And I always felt
awful when I did so. Usually I was un-
able to do anything else for the rest of
that day.”

SO
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Weekly Mall Reporter

THE silencing of the voices of justice ~ ™" .

in South Africa through recent restric- ~* #w2
tions was a silencing of God, the di-
rector of Durban’s ecumenical church %%
agency, Diakonia, said this week-
end.

Paddy Kearney was speaking at a
dawn service on Good Friday organ-
ised by Diakonia, which included a
procession of hundreds of people
through the streets of the city centre.

The service focussed on the 18 or-
ganisations recently restricted and on
the effective closure of New Nation,
a newspaper published by the South-
ern African Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference.

Linking the suffering theme of
Good Friday with the suffering of
people in South Africa for justice and
freedom, Kearney said that just as
“God was silenced on Good Friday”,
so the silencing of the voice of justice

through detentions and restrictions

%cculd be called “a silencing of God.

“This is because the clamour for .
\ ruth, justice and freedom is an ex-

ol o

. pression of a Ged-given desire.” e
\\ Keamney added, “Because this de- * oo T g »
sire for truth, justice and freedom . . A
comes from God we rejoice that it
cannot be permanently silenced.”
During the service, 19 people stood Z2277
gagged at the front of the Central #5%z
Methodist Church, representing the %%
18 organisations and New Nation.
The 19, still gagged and carrying 22522 7
crosses, then joined a number of i) 2z %,
church leaders in leading a solemn ;3/%“ Wf%/@’:‘» (S B
procession through town. A sl e
After the service, Black Sash mem- and (would) do nothing to encovarge
bers staged a beach-front protest peaceful change.”

against the South African Defence  After placing a wreath on ane of the (7772077 ’}‘y

Force raid into Gaborone last week. ' graves” the Black Sash protesters /2 /%/’ 7 W;/{/;}“{x}fv%"; ;
The women built four mock grave held a brief, silent stand and then left i ,df;;g};’gfyf{%%;% R

mounds at Battery Beach One, in the beach. s A S R

front of the SADF headquarters. Less than half a hour later, after a @/}f
On each “grave” was a large cross number of curious bathers had read
inscribed with the name of one of the  the cross inscriptions, a white man 77277707
four, stating that he or she had been pulled up all four crosses and hurled g,;/’/ %
“killed by the SADF". them into the sea. 67
Members of the Black Sash said the ~ When the sea washed them back to
protest was aimed at the raid which shore, a group of other people helped
was “ilegal under international law, him to jump on them, breaking the
. would further isolate South Africa crosses into little pieces.

4 4 :
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A‘i’ffl‘%%&f 2t f./*a@a % ¢ z remained was oo
%{/%}&’&”ﬁ o5 e f:ﬁgﬁ raid victim's name
7 g lying in the sand

“ Black Sash proies’
crosses on Durbis -
beach (top) are
7% destroyed by an
unknown man

/47 (above). All that
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Daily Dispatch Repart_e_r
EAST LONDON —=""An
urgent appeal was made
yesterday by the chair-
man of the Border re-

gion of the Black Sash,

Mrs Sue Power, for
measures to be taken to
relieve the plight of the
Cambridge squatters.

Mrs Power said living
conditions were “pretty
grim” for as many as 70
residents of the squatter
camp who were
squeezed into eight
“tents that did not keep
out the rain,

“These people should
be allowed fo erect tem-
porary shacks to house
them satisfactorily dur-

Sash

v b 194{8%
concerned@“

IIL

about squatters’

hvmg

ing the leng wait for a
more permanent solu-
tion," she said.

“We have even had of-
fers from various con-
cerned people to supply
the necessary building
materials.”

Mrs Power said that
although the city couneil
had agreed, in principle,
for an emergency camp
to be set up while they
looked into a suitable
solution for the entire
squatter problem in
Fast London, she felt
that the eouncil had
failed to recognise the
urgency of the problem.

“Fortunately the
council has rectified a
problem with a sewer-
age overflow which had
previously created a ma-
jor health hazard,” she
said.

The MP for East Lon-

conditions

don North, Mr Calle Ba-
denhorst, said yesterday
that he was unaware of
any progress so far.

“It is a difficult situa-
tion because an MP is
accountable to the tax-
payer as to how their
money is spent.

“1f T satisfy one group
1 would have to satisfy
all the people with this
problem and this would
be too much of a burden
for the taxpayer, he
sald.

Mr Badenhorst said
that once a scheme had

MRS POWER

been worked out for
East London's squatters
then-the group in gues-
tion would be given

preference.
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.A'Sdrveyhof municipal police

A Black Sash study argues
that the ‘hidden agenda’ of
municipal police is to
divide communities and
disrupt political
organisations, reports
FRANZ KRUGER

MUNICIPAL police forces have
brought “terror and disorganisation”
into Eastern Cape comunities, the
Black Sash says in a new study.
Entitled “Greenflies: Municipal po-
lice in the Eastern Cape”, the study is
based on affidavits and -statemeats
collected by the Albany, Cape Eastern
. and Border regions of the Black
: Sash, supplemented by material from
. the archives of East Cape lawyers,

The title refers to a popular nick-
name for the force, which is also re-
ferred to by township residents as
“the wild rats”, “the opposers” or
“amachaka” (Zulu boys}.

The Sash says it embarked on the
study as there was ¢oncern at the
large number of complaints’ laid
| against the force, alleging thefts, as-
saults, evictions, beatings, torture
and midnight arrests.

In one case cited, an unnamed resi-
dent of Kwazakhcle was at home
when six policemen kicked his door
down and demanded to know where
his gun was kept. He explained he
did not own one and was accused of
being a street comumittee member.

He was taken to a building where
he was handcuffed to a chair and hit
with rifle butts, After several hours,
“the policemen placed a tyre around
his neck and lit it, having poured
methylated spirits around the nm”.

The man, identified only as Mr MT,
managed to throw the tyre on to the
floor and put out the flames on his
neck with his hands. After several
more hours, he was released.

The “hidden agenda” behind the in-
troduction of municipal police was
revealed by the “pattern of abuses”,
the study says.

“They are intended to divide com-
munities and disrupt organisation.”

“Although they are presented by the
government as maintaining law and
order, “the main thrust of their activi-
ties involve random acts of viglence
directed at political opponents of the
government, both reai and imagined.
These actions help create a climate of
fear,” the study says,

By recruiting from within the com-
munities, “the state is able to sow di-
vision and by creating another,
cheaper police force it has increased
its ability to deal with the unrest —
using black faces instead of white
ones. This distances white forces
rom the frontline and reinforces the

anrﬁy myth oéqb}ackaon-black vios

L3
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tells of thefts and violence

A case which horrified a court

IN a case study from Port Elizab-
elh, the Black Sash reporl re-
counts the case of live police-
men convicled of Indecent as-
sault and aftempled rape,

The case prompted one of the
presiding magistrates to express
his outrage at the crimes, and fo
cali for an “investigalion into the
system” of municipal police.

Three black constables, Leo-
nard Nyamiso Puzi, Cobert Zwa-
ni, and Telson Madolo, and two
white sergeants, Francolis
Swanepoel and Keith Hackart,
were sentenced o terms ol im-
prisonment between three and
13 years.

According to evidence by thels
victims, Princess Niswak] Qavla-
na and Morris Vuyo Dingani, the
two were arrested by councii po-
lice in October 1986 and taken to
the torce's offices, where Qaula-
na was assaulled, smothered
with a plastic bag, kicked,
stripped naked and sexually as-

saulted. Dingani was similarly
{reatled.

The couple were forced to per-
form indecent altacks and have
sexusal Intercourse “while the po-
lice urged them on wilh kicks and
burning cigareite ends”.

“Sgt Swanepoe! pshked 1ihe
black constables it they wanted
ta have inlercourse with the vic-
tim. They all refused.

“Finglly, Qaulapa and Dingani
were locked up In an outside
room and kept withoul waler or
food until the f{ollowing nighl.
Before they were released, Sgt
Hackart, gt Swanepoel and
Const Zwanl threatened they
would be necklaced if they laid a
complaint,” the Sash reporl says.

The magisirates who heard the
cases described the treatment
they Wwere subjected f{o as
“parbarism of the Dark Ages” and
called for an “investigation into
the sysiem” o! municipal police.
— Elnews

lence’,”

~From 260 incidents of municipal
police activity brought to the altention
of Black Sash branches, the study
isolates three main trends:

Firstly, the municipal police are
used to strengthen the power of the
commusity councillors,

“Municipal policemen are used to
guard the homes of councillors, (o act
as their personal bodyguards and o

‘carry out some of their tasks such as

the eviction of rent defaulters.”

Secondly, they act as auxiliaries of
the South African Police, “especially
with regard to the work of the securi-

police.

“A number of cases studied de-
scribe municipal police arresting and
interrogating residents on suspicion
of carrying out acts of political vio-
lence or of belonging to political or-
ganisations.”

The third trend outlined involves
co-operation between the force and
rightwing vigilantes, and the induc-
tion of vigilantes themselves into the

- force.

In Uitenhage, for instance, the mu-
nicipal police were drawn into the
feud between United Democratic
Front groups and the Ama-Afrika
vigilante proup, “and were soon seen
to be acting alongside or as backup to
these vigilantes”.

In one instance cited, four young
girls alleged they were abducted by
Ama-Afrika and then handed over (o
the municipal police who “continued
to beat them, abuse them and threaten
their lives”.

The force emerged in Eastern Cape
townships in April 1986, although
enabling legislation had been passed

as far back as 1977, By July 1936,

there were 429 municipal police in the
region in 19 townships.

They are not a wing of the SAP and
therefore do not have full police pow-
ers. “However, they have ‘a special
relationship® with the SAP.”

They are trained by the SAP, and a
commander oversees their operations,
but they remain responsible to black
local authoritics.

They receive training for three
months in subjects ranging from
criminal Jaw and practical shooting to
family planning.

Salaries of between R224 and R622
were offered when the force was first
introduced. The Sash comments:
“With uncmployment running at an
estimated G0 percent in some areas,
and an average wage in Graham-
stown in the region of R50 per
month, the municipal police jobs
must appear very lempting.”

The individuals recruited were
sometimes former “comrades” and
generally held political attitudes that
were “highly conservative and at
times confused”. \

One policeman is quoted as saying:
“This place is like Quma’s house, it is
so peaceful since the Emergency. I
see no problems that can be atiributed
to the State of Emergency. Except
that children get arrested and their

-parents suffer a Iot.

“But now everyone is afraid of go-
ing 10 jail without any reason, no-one
is causing trouble.”

-Another policeman resigned after a

“month of service. He had joined be-

cause he thought “the work would be
settling quarrels between peopls,
helping people to find houses, pay
rent. 1did not know it would involve
me in robbery and assanlL.”— elnews
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DURBAN - "'One of
Sunth Afnca s most re-
' spected protést groups,
the, Black ‘Sash, will' ex-
| tend’lts futyre:-role in the
[ 'search :for jpeaceful
‘ change in" the country,
said Natal chairman Mrs
Ann\Colvm yesterday.

i She said that while the
Blai“ck Sash wis basncally
a protest orgamsatmn in
the, past it wag dow going
to, piay a wider role in
seekmg a npn-racial dem-
oeratie alternatwe
hé first; Sash moeve in

Dui'pan w:ll be a public
'meetmg aon '*April 22,

when ‘three lleading dem—

“ograts . i former

Progresswe Federal
'Party ‘MP-.Dr-Alex

Borame, -the. Rev ‘Wesley

‘Mabusa. of the South
"Afriean: Councxl of

Churches and) . Professor

Abraham Vlhoen, who

was part: of :the group

who: went Lto“l)akar to
gmeetf the Aﬁ'lcan Natidi-
al‘“Congress = will give

* their v:ews on/an alterna- .

tive government for
USouth Africa. ;
N . Mrs' Colvin saul nego-
|tlatmns were under way
'to, have Dr’ Fredenk van
Zyl Slabbert, ' former
Jeader of the Opposition
in Parlianient* to address
the meeting N

Unless:, olherwise sfated, political
comment In this issue is by HW
Tyson, content’ \ngprnved by RG An-
" derson and JM atten, and political
Lcartaons by. D. Anderson. all of 47
Sauersh-eet Johannwburg .

it
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Black Sas ;%r reveals™

complamts about police

JOHANNESBURG —
Municipal police form
part of the state's efforts
to fill the vacuum left by
the disruption of com-
munity organisations
and to coerce support
for “responsible” black
local authorities.

According to a recent
Black Sash publication,
this is the *“common
thread” revealed in a
detailed study of 260 in-
cidents of municipal
police activity brought
to the attention of Black
Sash branches in the
Eastern Cape between
April 1986 and July 1987.

Entitled- Greenflies,
Munijeipal-police in the

Eastern Cape, the pub-
Jication was compiled
by members of the Black
Sash in response to
‘‘epncern by human
rights campaigners over
alleged municipal
police attacks”.

The report is based on
affidavits and state-
ments and is supple-
menied by material
from lawyers archives,

The Sash says that be-
sides the imposition of
the states of emergency,
the state developed
other strategies to dis-
rupt the pattern of black
community loyalties.

Early in 1986, along-
side vigilante groupings,
municipal policemen

and the
cruited black police
auxiliaries known as
“kitskonsiabels”
to emerge.

“By mid-1987, reports
from township residents
were alleging that mu-
nicipal police were
guilty of large-scale
abuses of power.”

In Duncan Viliage, the
Sash says the use of
lepal strategies has paid
off for residents.

No fewer than 63 com-
plaints had been made
to the South African
Police in Duncan Vil-
lage between November
1986 and June 1987.

It was also revealed

began

hastily-re-*

that 195 complaints had
been made about mu-
nicipal - police activity
throughout the Eastern
Cape, while none had
been made in the other
three provinces.

The Sash says town-
ship residents use vari-
ous names of their own
for the force: “magodo-

los” (the opposers),
“amangundwane” (the
wild rats), amachaka

{Zulu boys) and “impu-
kane eluhlaza” (green-
fly).

“Reactions in the vari-
qus townships range
from suspicion to open
hatred and violent: re-
prisal,” the report said.

———y
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Blad Sash S{4nberils condt

A BLACK SASH field worker, Ms Annemarie Hen-
driks, appeared in the George Magistrate’'s Courts
 yesterday after she was arrested in the Lawaaikamp

against President P W Botha, was dispersed.
Ms Hendriks was not asked to plead and her case
has been postponed until July 1. :
A charge of refusing to obey an instruction by a|
member of the police force in terms of the emergen-
cy regulations is being investigated against her.
Another member of the Black Sash, Mrs Lu Har-
ding, was questioned yesterday by the police.

Police headquarters in Pretoria said members of
the riot unit saw about 60 men and women display-
ing placards in the Lawaaikamp area and they were
warned to disperse.

@ President Botha was scheduled to pass by the
area during his visit to George to open a new section
.of the N2 freeway.

area after a planned demonstration by residents, | '
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Pretoria Correspondent

The defence counsel for
the 19 people accused of
treason in the so-called was currently nations

Delmas trial yesterday _co-ordinator of the Bl?@

cailed on- Mrs;, Sheena : =Sash’s advice office.™
She said that in' the’

ginning the Black Sash
giveevidenee, : <= ¥ was: “purely a - protest
" The trial, in..which -movement” with 10000
some of the accused ‘are: ‘meémbers. It later - be-
former United'Derhocrat-~-'came a-smaller organis-
ic Front executive mem- -ation fighting for human
bers and trade unionists, and civil rights in South

Duncan, & former presi- -
dent of the Black-Sash, to

asked Mrs Duncan to'tes-  Africa.

tify on the Black Sash’s. “The main objective of

opposition to constity-., the Black Sash is to:work™
for ‘justice and democra-

.tional -. develo mgnt-\ﬂg 2
South Africa.’ ‘p - yii3 iZCy df -South Africa. We

%

Sheitold Mr. ¢e: are'a political pressure
van D:]kliorst she had: group and we took an ac-
heen a member of the tive part in opposing con-
Black Sash since 1963 and  stitutional development

can tes

the country.”
She told. the ¢ e
was-at'a ‘meéting, during
July 1977 of-the, organis-
ation’s_ ’ then vice-presi-
dent Mrs Joyce Harris. -
> The meeting dealt with

.the constitutional: propos-
Jals-and was attended by

members of churches,
trade unions and the
Urban Foundation.

A copy of Mrs Harris’s
introductory speech was
handed to the court.

An ad hoc committee .

wag founded at this meef-

ing. and existed until No--

vember 1983. The com-
mitiee explored ways of

ifies in Delmas trial

;court the Black Sash took

faking united. actmu and

seekmg unity, : N
Mrs Duncan sa:d

hever became & large

movement. She ‘said thiese-
‘meetings were not secret

‘and, as it.called for unit-
ed action, members of
the various organisations
were asked to-- discuss

issues discussed in the ad

hoc committee with their
organisations.

HOMELANDS POLICY

The ad hec committee

concerned itself with con-

stitutional structures in

South Africa, she said.
Mrs Duncan told the

‘an'active part in_voicing

Jits opposition —to the
-homelands pohcy and the .
"black local authdrities
legislation. - " -

A document she wrote,
entitled “You and the
New Pass Laws”, was
handed to the court..

A copy of this docu-

ment was found in one
of the accused’s possess-
ion, She said this docu-
ment suggested o people
what they could 'do to op-
pose the new legislation,
Mrs Duncan told the
court that statements;
such as “violent conflict

who we- are fightifigs

4
i.«:"‘
;.':
e

,
Ay .

is mev:table” whzch she@
had made at vanous
meetings, were - not
meant to incite violence,
Mrs Duncan toldthe.
court that a personal and
major coneern - of .hersd
was the way the Goverh—
ment and the authormes
created an image . of the‘
enemy. _
“It is a recurrm
theme in my speeches.; %I 3
is important to realise

against. We are fighting2
brothers, sons and fathersiy
— al] part of our people; &)
- “The enemy is not- anﬂ
anonyrmous mass comipg &,—,‘m:
from abroard toxattagk:r,
our borders,” she saidicgiiis

The case is proceedmgizg




Schoolglrls from Belgruvm Conven do G ¢
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St Catherine of Siena, their patron saint.

uring th

! By Jo-Anne Collinge . ~g- g
: +

\ How do you house more

| than 800 000 homeless fa- '
[ milies when only about -»=%-
- 25 out of every 100 i

) blacks are in a financial
] position to contribute to- hﬁeak g@ﬁﬁ
wards the costs of hous-
ing?
This is the question posed in a ]omt paper by the

! Agency for Industrial Mission {AIM), the Black Sash
{Transvaal) and the Urbanisation Working Group.

' The paper, “Homes for the Have-nots: How?”, high-

. l:ghts the huge gap between supply and demand
in respect of land, housing an finance for housing.

It points out that the Natjonal Building Research
Institute’s Dr DT de Vos has put the housing back-
: long, excluding the homelandsg, at 832 000 units.
= The paper contrasts the .cost of housmg with the
‘ income of the homeless. 1(1

Estimates by the NBRI put the proportwn of black

P people who could afford a Building society bond of
1 R20 000 or more at only 12 dpe cent, it says.

The majority of shack-dwellers in the PWV area,

who form a large proportion of the homeless in the

! region, fail into the R101 to] R4060 household-income

i : Urbanisation Working Group Ihas shown.
The South African Housing Trust, servicing sites
1 at a cost of less than R4 000 'a stand and providing a
50 sqm house on it, could offfer a home at R14 000.
Because the SAHT subsidises interest rates, the re-
payments would be about R 17fa month the authors
of the paper calculate,

Z

o,

Bt wde =g -

111987,
Denfogtor Mal'llllls w‘.e‘c.l::.:..lw ot Law “-

ousmg pmS

bracket, research by the Bllack Sash, AIM and the

Even if the SAHT sugceed' in its quest to develop_

2 2 Zsadd pane oaniral Vi

SH=r 4451938
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no %ﬁ@%@

housing units at below R5000 each, massive prob-
lems exist in areas other than cost, it is argued.

The shortage of land is one of these. Amendments
to the Group Areas Act have allowed land in “buffer
zones” separating “black” and “white” areas to be
used for housing, if the provincial authorities ap-
prove.

But, the paper points out, this provision has not
been used swiftly, and, while 3 900 ha has been made
available for black housing censtruction in the PWV
in the past two years, more than 26 000 ha are still
needed in that area.

Limited construction capacity is another restrain-
ing factor, the authors argue. To eliminate the back-
log, about 200000 new homes are needed annually
and the SAHT estimates that the building industry
could cater for about 70 000 units a year outside of
the homelands. .

Finally, the paper claims, Government policy re-
mains a major stumbling block.

Pretoria retains its policy of “deconcentration” of
population — and aims to develop huge “commuter”
towns to prevent the drift of workseekers to the
PWV. In line with this policy, allocation of land for
black housing in the PWV is restricted by laws
such as the Group Areas Act and Black Communities

Development Act.

reh-service Cei"’ni'anﬁgﬂ%f“"'%ag"’ -
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'Powersharing pl

THE implementation of
the propesals in the
KwaZulu/Natal Indaba
are not for independence
or sovereign Self-rule, Dr
Oscar Dhlomo, KwaZulu
Minister of Educatien and
Culture said tast night.

Dr Dhlomo, who is

also co-convenor of the
.KwaZuiu/Natal Indaba,
was addressing members

of the East Londo
Chamber of Commercé.

The theme of the
meeting was: *What the
KwaZulu/Natal Indaba
offers for a future
dispensation in South
Africa.”

He said: “The propos-
als are for powersharing
and provincial govern-
ment for the region in
limited areas of jurisdic-
tion. ‘

SOw@drinn

%E@acumuﬁ ’
“T econtroi of certain !

crucial areas of govern-
ment such as the military,
the police, economic and
foreign affairs would
remain vested in central
government, to which the
region would continue to
owe full allegiance,” said
Dr Dhlomo.

He added that the
region will decide for
itself on education,
health and housing
matters.
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Own Correspondent
DURBAN — Progressive
Federal Party MP Mr
Peter Soal is angry at the ™
“different” treatment
meted out by police to
Black Sash demonstra-
tors recently and to anti-
Archbijshop Desmond
Tutu protesters at air-
ports this week. v

The Johannesburg
North MP said last
week’s anti-Tutu protests,
which went off almost
without incident, con-
. trasted sharply with the
demonstration in which

armed police moved in

on 28 Black Sash mem-
bers staging a peaceful
demonstration in Cape
Teown.

He wanted to know
why police had demanded
that the anti-Tutu plac-
ards, held at airports in
Johannesburg and Cape
Town on his arrival back
from abroad, be removed
only “after SABC-TV had
conveniently been al-
lowed to film them”. *

Mr Soal said he was
not opposed to demon-
strations but was against
police acting selectively.

A pohce spokesman in

OHS

Pretoria saxd the holdmg
of placards was against
the law, and police had
asked those holding them
to leave. N

An eye-witness at Jan
Smuts Airport said the
demonstrators, said to be
unemployed members of
the Inkatha-affiliated

" United Workers Union of

South Africa, walked into
the airport building “and
sat down quietly”.

They had placards and

‘

[sTsy

of demos“g

a banner, which they had
kept hidden until Arch-
bishop Tutu arrived.

" Then they suddenly un-
furled them and stood
helding them as he en-
tered the arrivals hall.

Police “had no time” to
prevent them from doing
50, the witness said.

At Cape Town's DF

Malan Airport Archbish-
. tions seem to have been

op Tutu was met by a
group of about 20 plac-

ard-waving students

from the National Stu- ‘

dents Federation. -

There was also a
crowd. of cheering well
wishers from the Angli-
can church.

The placards used in
the demonstrations in-
cluded the slogans “Tutu,
are your children hun-
gry?” and “Sanctions kill
the poor, not the rich”.

Mr Soal said the recent
protest by 28 Black Sash
members in Cape Town

- resulted in a large squad

of armed police closing
in on the demonstrators
in a “mad over-reaction”.

“The two demonstra-

treated very differently
indeed,” he said.

Rk o RS PR, W
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DURBAN — Fourteen

Black Sash members ap-

peared in the Durban Re- .
gional Court yesterday on

charges of holdin il-
legal gathering. fl e g
They are Ms Patrici

Clark (42) of Berea, Mr
Dalles Harris (19} of Dur-
ban North, Mr Graham
Barber {18) of the Univer-
sity of Natal, Durban, Ms
Bridgette  Engelbrecht
(27) of Berea, Ms (lga
Potgieter (36) of Glen-
wood, Ms Christina Lucia
(40) of Manor Gardens,
Ms Janice Mary Moon
(30) of Glenwood, Ms Ann
Claude (20) of Berea, Ms ,
Laura Washington (26) of
Overport, Mr Darion
Mark Cameron (19) of
Glenwood, Mr Shawn van
Wyk (18) of Amanzimtoti,
Ms Penelope McKenzie

(21) of ;Overport, Ms
Elizabeth. Mary Arding-,
ton (45) of Mandini, and
Ms Patricia Steele of
Greyville (58). .

They will be tried on
August 2. - Sapa,




ck'Sash director detained

JThie_director. of a Black Sash advice ofﬂce;,ig%

Graliamstown,” Miss' Janet Small, was, taken int

custody, in’ the _early hours yesiérday, a Sash %
“spokesman in Johantiesburg said. ' ‘

- She said Miss Small’s parents had been iﬁformed?
their ddughter was being held in fy of the émers~
‘gency regulations. 2
i - Her duties for the Sash centre were on develop- %&

« ing advice facilities in towns around Grahamstown.
1 The work was mainly para-legal, involving the or-

' ganisation of legal aid, the making of unernploy-

. Inent and pension claims and the solving of prob-
lems with personal docnmentation.
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June 16; in pQﬂ t for
SA’s whltil; as ﬁl |

June 16 is not just another day, wrltes the Black Sash Educatmn
Committee.

Black schools are closed. Private schools have their half-term

break. The liberal universities hold no classes. White schools en-

force extra security measures. June 16 is not just another day in

| the education calendar. !

On June 16 1976. police shot demonstrating Soweto students.
Hector Peterson, a i3-year-old primary school pupil, was the first
child killed by police action.

Flashpoint for the Soweto rebellion was the State’s decision to
implement the 50-50 rule in the final year of primary school. What
this meant in practice was that black school children would have to
.| learn half their subjects through the medium of Enghsh and the
* | other half through the medivm of Afrikaans.

This was rejected by the black community. But it was only one
aspect of the dissatisfaction with Bantu Education.

Bantu Education, imposed in 1955, aimed to perpetuate a ngui
racial segregation in-education and to ensure that the “native who
attends ... school will know that to a great extent he must be the
labourer in the country.” (Eiselen report 1951). Dr Verwoerd in a
speech delivered to the Senate on June 7 1954, said, “there is no
place for the Bantu in the European commumty ahove the level of
certain forms of labour”.

The material provisions of black schooling have been directed
towards the achievement of these aims, Where white sehools have
media centres, school halls, swimming pools and gymnasia, black
schools in contrast lack electricity, duplicating facjlities and books,
In addition there are huge disparities in staff-student ratios and in
the number of qualified teachers.

Can students be blamed for rebelling agamst such an educatnon
system? Given the effectiveness of state repression, the continued
resistance to “Bantu education” is a testimony to the strength and
determination of people to resist domination,

For the majority of South Africans, June 18, Soweto Day, is a
national day of remembrance, June 16 is a day on which to remem-
ber that critical questions about education need to be asked. It
reminds us that black children have been!’perceptive enough to ask
such quegtions. '

Some white' South Africans see June 16 as part of an “alterna-
tive” calendar which has nothing to do with them. It is time for
them to recognise that white education is in no less need of serious
challenge. It too serves the interests of the State.and by fostering
racisrh, sexism and elitism, bolsters apartheid.

Jung_lﬁ is an important day for us all. i

5
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Bﬁack Sagh

s L'sw

CAPE TOWN - A pam-
phlet produced by the
Black Sash, Mowbray, ti-
tled "Remember Nami-
bia, Remember Kassin-
ga,“ has been banned for
distribution, the Director-
ate of Publications an-
nounced yesterday

Fourteen isgues of
Muslim News (Muslim
News Publications, Ath-
lone), were declared not
undesirable provided
they were confiped and
made available in the
normal manner in legal
deposit and university li-
braries only.

The issues are Vol 18
No 17, 15 September 1978;
Vol 18 No 23, 15 Dec 1978
Vol 19 No 11, 15 June
1978; Vol 19 No 18, 5 Oct
1979; Vol 19, No 1§, 15 Oct
1978; Vol 20 No 6, 25 April
1980; Vol 20 No 8, 9 May
1980; Vol 20 No 9, 23 May
1980; Vol 20 No 10, 6 June
1980; Vol 20 No- 12, 4 July
]980; Vol 20 No 15, 22 Au-

gust 1980; Vol 21 No 12, 19
June 1981; Vol 21 No 23,
11 Dec 1981; and Vol 18
No 186, 1 Sept 1978,

The same conditions
applied to “Southern
Alfrica Report, Vol 3 No 5
May 1988" (TCLSAC).

A Publications Com-
mittee has, on review,
ruled David McLellan’s
“Marx's Grundrisse” was
not undesirable, while
possession of “Leninism”
by Joseph Stalin, and
Muslim News, Vol 18 No
16, Friday 1 Sept 1978
{Muslim News Publica-
tions, Athlone) were no
longer prohibited.

During the past week
11 films were submitted
for examination of which
five were unconditionally
and four conditionaliy
approved. Two films,
‘‘Secrets of Naughty
Susan,” and “The Boys in
Company C" (review),

were rejected.
From yesterday 1t was an offence to

pamp

all

lmpurl and/ot distribute the following
(author/producer in bracketsy

“C" stimulation, his and her series:
and "P” stimulation, his and her series
(both produced by David Anthony}

Jalouslen {Ane Schmldt)

Die Foto-Falle: and Die Nymphe
{both produced by Gustaf Valeniin)

Erregende Stille (Olywmpia Press,
Deutschland)

Elternabend, and Die Parfumierte
Falte {both produced by Kirsten
Welnreut).

Ein Sommer Auf Dem Lande {Gus-
tave Droz),

Des Guten Zuviel, erotlsche krlmin-
al storles (Bastei-Lubbe-Taschenbuch,
Western Germany).

Scharfe Katzen, Wilde Kater Orgas
63 (Terry Shaffer).

Beau Vallgy and Country Club —
nine pholos of nude girls (Beau Valley
Country Club, Warmbaths)

Prank Vol 1 No 10 (Sanskyn Ult-
gewers {Pty) Ltd, Jeppe, Johannes.
burg)

Human figure In motion postcards
(General Publishing Co Ltd, Torento}.

AWEDPAA News Bulletin No 18
Aprll 1908 (AWEPAA, Netherlands),

Historic taurs of Alexandra lown-
ship — patnphled (not stated),

International Viewpoint, issue No
131 May 16, 15388 (Press-Edition-Com-
munication, Montreal)

Justice and Service No 4 Vol 3 Apr)
1613 {Justice and Serviee, Harare).

New Perspectlves 3/88 Vol 18 {In-
formatlon Centre of the World Peace
Courcil, Helsinki).

10 Years of Herolc Struggle (Nanso,
u

Youth in Exile 1-5 March 1058
(World Alliance of YMCAs Geneva,
Switzerland). — Sapa
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The hot seat .
guery while other people wait their turn.

. trainee Mr Nicholas Matsepe (22) listens to a

ople fight aj

The Johannesburg advice office of the
Black Sash, on the first floor of Khotso
House in De Villiers Street, is a sort-
ing place for issues relating to harsh and
discriminatory legislation which black
South Africans face under apartheid, says
chief case worker Mrs Beulah Rollnick,

The office is run mainly by a small group of
white, middle-class, middle-aged women work-
ing on a voluntary, unpaid basis.

A total of 12067 people came for advice at
the office last year. Of these, 4 013 of those peo-
ple returned for further advice, totalling 16 090
visits.

These figures do not include the large num-
ber of queries received by post or telephone,
nor letters from prisoners.

The Johannesburg branch, which opened in
1962, dealt mainly with the pass laws until they
were repealed two years ago.

It now deals with subsequent legislation af-
fecting blacks.

Problems with identity documents, especial-
1y the difficulty in obtaining ocne and the mis-
takes that are made when they are issued, have
been high on their list of priorities over the past
two years.

Other queries include people who do not have

S
THE BLACK SASH

JANET HEARD reports on those in the fore-
front of the struggle for justice. JOHN HOGG
took the pictures

birth certificates and therefore cannot prove
they were born in Johannesburg and have thus
found it difficult to obtain an ID book.

The most common queries, however, are la-
bour-related. The office is open all day every
weekday and is inundated with people not
knowing what to do when they are fired, re-
trenched, dismissed, or have received no pen-
sion or unemployment insurance.

A case worker said people know money is
owed to them, but due to the vagueness of their
terms of employment and the red tape in-
volved, they do not know how to go abont re-
ceiving it.

The office deals with up to 120 cases a day,
each worker speaking to up to 18 people a day.

The Star visited the offices for a day this
week. There were 12 workers giving advice in
three overcrowded rooms.

The reception area was packed to capacity
and there was a queue outside the doors. People
arrive early in the morning to ensure assis-
tance.

(T WM
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Apart from advice work, the cases form a
research basis upon which people do studies on
homelessness and urbanisation.

There are 10 advice offices around the coun-
try. Last year, 44 people received advice office
training.

“We no longer intend to list the places Where
they come from as advice offices in many
places have become targets of the security
forces and vigilantes,” adwvice office director
Mrs Sheena Duncan said in last year's annual
report.

She said one office had been burnt down, sev-
eral had been closed as a consequence of defen-
tions of the workers, one worker was murdered
soon after being released from detention and
one office was closed by order of the local mag-
istrate.

The women have different motivations as to
why they offer their time to a cause such as
this.

A trainee, Mrs Joyce Smith, who has been
working for three weeks, said: “A person can-
not sit and be a lady when there are people in
need. This is why I do this voluntary work.

“There is s0 much one needs to know. You
help the people where you can, the objective
being to try and send them away happier than
when they came in,” she said.

Unravelling tragedy tangled in red ape

Chief case worker at the Johannesburg Black
Sash advice office, Mrs Beulah Rollnick, sat
calmly at her desk questioning a man who had
come from Sehokeng to seek advice.

He had cerebral palsy and sat next to her in
a wheelchair which had no tyres.

He wanted a wheelchair. The broken one he
had was horrowed and he had nowhere else to
go for help.

He handed her a piece of paper with his
name, “Richard”, written on it. Names are
confidential.

Richard came out of prison in November
after spending 18 months inside after being
found guilty of possession of dagga.

“How can anybody put a man in this condi-
tion in jail?” Mrs Rollnick said.

Mrs Rollnick immediately telephoned Crip-
ple Care and other centres. She wanted to clear
the issue up without him having 1o travel to the
office a second time.

Richard was nervous. He couid not get to the
toilet and was forced to relieve himself in an
orange juice carton.

Mrs Rollnick (61), the only fulltime case
worker, is committed to helping those in need
to help themselves.

Most of the everyday issues dealt with by the
Sash go unreported.

Mrs Rollnick gave advice to many people the
day The Star team spent with her, in between
assisting voluntary advice trainees 'and answer-
ing the telephone.

“What is your problem? Are you a citizen
of the TBVC states? Are you a permanent resi-
dent in South Africa? Are you eligible for South
African citizenship? Have yon been to the De-
partment of Home Affairs?”’ These are just
sorlne of the questions she asks those seeking
help

“The law is vague and contm_ually ,changmg,
especially with regard to citizenship issues.

“There is so much bureaucracy.. People do

SN

not know where to go, who to see, or what to do,
especially in the labour field.

“1 prefer people to stand up and fight the
cases themselves, which they are usually capa-
ble of doing. It is important for peopie to un-
derstand the issues involved.

“The problem is that people don’t know how
to stand up to officialdom.

“I will sometimes write letters to govern-
ment departments, especiaily Home Affairs re-
garding citizenship and Manpower regarding
employment, but the people must take the let-
ters themselves and deal with the issues from
there,” she said.

Mrs Rollnick knows the names and addresses
of all the relevant government departments
people must visit off by heart.

She said anger at the “system” is what moti-
vated her most.

" Other issues Mrs Rollnick dealt with that day
were:

T

A helping hand
«+ . Mrs Bevlah
f Rollnick aids a
woman with
identity docu-
§ ment problems,

@ A woman from Diepkloof who wished to get a
court order against her son-in-law who had not
paid maintenance for his two children since
November 1986.

® “Emmanuel” from Mohlakeng, who was re-
trenched in 1987 from the Transvaal Provincial
Administration after working there for nearly
10 years. He was paid out R704 in total. He re-
ceived R302 a month until he was retrenched.

Mrs Rollnick was particularly perturbed at
his case.

“Employers behave appallingly, but-we can
do nothing in this case. The law is on the em-
ployer’s side. Morally it is disgusting, but Iegal-
ly it is correct. We are not in a position to fight
the law,” she said.

@ Ten people who were retrenched from Pear-
son Manufacturing Company in Industria West,

Johannesburg, came to inquire why they re-

ceived such low compensation. One worker re-
ceived R600 after working for 20 years. L)
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Acts of terrorism

against c@%%}

From B RUNCIMAN, Regional
Chair, The Black Sash
{Mowhray):

THE Black Sash has always
been very proud of its close
association with the End Con-
scription Campaign.

We heard recently that cer-
tain of the members of the End
Conscription Campaign have
been severely harassed.

During the recent “know
your rights” campaign, posters

WOTI'KETS

@ B (i)
were pulled down, two v es

of meetings were teargassed
beforehand and were there-
fore unusable and one of the
venues had signs put wp false-
ly announcing that the meet-
ing was cancelled.

Various individuals have
had obscene phone calls —
several of them calls threaten-
ing death and “blood baths”.
Obscene graffiti has been
sprayed on their walls at home
and one couple had the bolts

removed from a wheel of
their car.

They were not hurt,
fortunately, when the
wheel fell off, but at the
bottom of their street
was a graffiti message
saying: ‘‘Have your
wheels fallen off recent-
Ly

The latest acts of van-
dalism have been to two
cars belonging to ECC
members; the cars had
petrol poured over them
and tyres slashed and a
windscreen smashed.

These are not acts of
random vandalism but
are elearly part of a con-

=~ Certed attack.

The Black Sash calls
on all caring eitizens of
Cape Town to join us in
condemning these acts
of “terrorism” and to
support the End Con-
seription Campaign in
the difficult task they
have in the face of such
odds,

. v o
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the most serious problem.
in South Africa, says the
Black Sash, yet the Gov-
ernment is proposing to

make even more people

| homeless by evicting

them from farms or-for

being in the “wrong”

group areas. ’
.The group says this is

the likely effect of the’

Prevention of Illegal.

Squatting  Amendment
Bill, the Group Afeas
Amendment Bill and the
Slums .Bill, ail' of which
could become law by the
end of August,

All the Bills prowde
for the removal of people

from their homes without '

regard to the availability
of alternative accommo-
dation. -~

In a special pamphlet,
the Black Sash says' the

measures have certain.

Govt s 9‘9@ oundirig

omeless

other thmgs in common;

® Théy make homeless-
ness a crime,

@ They punish the condi-
tion of being homeless
with penalties more’ suit-
ed to crimes of violence,
@ They remove judicial
consideration of justice
and human rights and
subgtitute the opinions of
functienaries and a com-

"pulsion on judicial offi-

cers to make orders,

. All this is about to be-
come law in a situation
where ‘“one out of six
South Africans is without
proper shelter or is living
‘illegally’ ™.

The Blask Sash says
the new measures will
result in more human
suffering and chaos.

“Laws such as these
bring law in disrespect,”
the group concludes.




Sash demp ‘i
A JUDGEMENT i%n mag-

jistrate’s court has raised questions
about the legality of the traditional

y CARMEL RICKA
Durban

essed no-one’, say

placard protest stand, and the Su-
preme court is being asked to settle
the controversy.

Since open-air gatherings were pro-
hibited under security laws, small
protest groups have continued to
stand with placards. However, pro-
testors have spread themselves out in
the belicf that if they stood well apart
and did not communicate, they would
not constitute a “gathering”,

This has been the practice country-
wide, but it has not previously been
tested in court.

In February this year, a group of
students and Black Sash members
stood along Durban’s Berea Road,
holding placards protesting at the ef-
fective banning of a number of organ-
isations, including the United Demo-
cratic Front and the Detainees’ Sup-
port Committee. They were arrested

and charged with attending an iliégai
gathering,

They told the court they were stand-
ing varying distances — between 35
and 120m — apart.

This was disputed by the police,
who said in their estimation it was
more like 25m.

In his judgement last Friday, Mag-
istrate W H Hahn accepted the police
distance and said the 14, standing
this far apart, were in “relatively
close quarters” to each other.

He also ruled they had “common
purpose” in their stand.

Hahn was not impressed by the
protestors’ argument that they lacked
the necessary intention to commit an
offence, because they had asked a
lawyer for a professional legal opin-
ion on the legality of the stand.

Hahn said the court was satisified

court

Ol

R at the accused were aware the UDF
ahd Descom were prohibited organi-

ations and “their alleged seeking and
obtaining of legal advice does not
cancel their fundamental knowledge
of the unlawfulness of their action”.

Hahn said he took into considera-

tion that their stand “did not impress
anyone”. However, they must have
irritated some members of the public

since “that is why you were arrest-
ed”. 240~ | j 7Z§ .
In their favour, he saidithéy did not

obstruct the traffic or interfere with
any member of the public and they
cooperated with the police.

All 14 were cautioned and dis-
charged.

They are to take the matter to the
Supreme Court on appeal.

Human rights lawyers, commenting
on the case, said while the ruling ap-
peared to be a blow to the right to
protest, it was not binding on any
other court.
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THE pj k £ blj test agaj t th .
ofi: al?egs legisla?jono:owggea}frz glg{:megn? gfql?;.l:a: 0
Mmuts Avenpe, o ananesburg, this Mornjng, ‘
AS par¢ of the Protest, ey were
shelter as 'z reminde the
for ang right

0 erect 4 Syibolic t
r of fundamental hum
to shener".
Inga Statemep,

Taeed
t, Ethej Black Co~chairmay of
the Transvaal Regjon, Said the 1 tion djgq 0ot make )
homes o, the horpe]  DOr Woyld i Tomote the.secyy.
ity ang Safety of Society Property OWnersghj;
“ dth lace five-mij)j; D » Many Hving i
the onj €y have ¢ er feo , Mmeégiate
anger o Jjail, Separation fro thej  of 'Ioslng
their pe udofhaving ta Inprfvacy
and Secyrjf P
“F » OUr Jega) System jg dimlnjshed by fhese
lawg Ich remoye People’s Tight of 4 Impartja;
and independent courts, gpgf Provide f,. obligatory
emolition and ejectmént and Unreasop bly excessive
ines anq Sentenceg » .
She saj the Crisis of
Quence of 4

0 €cades of “b,
and rem,

:? alws Uy
ARENTA &
)

e gt




'Black Sas
demo i m no

A group of’ women this
morning erected and
briefly occupied a shack
in the heart of Johannes-
burg’s northern suburbs
to remind commuters of

lation _before Parliament.,

said their aim ‘was to

need for shelter.

“With every shack de-
molished a home is des-
troyed; with every evic-
tion a family is rendered

the cruciai housing legis-.

catThe ,3protesters, roem-;.
. bers,of the Black Sash,.-

draw .attention to the,

homeless with every ar-
rest and imprisonment
for homelessness a fam1~
1y is broken.”

The symbeolic shack oe-
cupation outside the-Zoo

Qges shacky)
ern suburbs

Group Areas Amendment .

Bill and two associated
Bills on free settlement
areas, and the Slums Bill.

The Sash argues that
these laws do not provide

was accompanied by a-;homes for the homeless,
placard demonstration and fail to contribute to
alohg Jaii Smuts Avefiue. il sechrity of socxety

+ The pieces:of legisla- :

tion against which the
Sash, like several-other
extra-parliamentary or-
ganisations; has raised a
protest are the Preven-
tmn of Illegal Squatting
Amendment Bill, the

‘“Instead,k ,the laws.
place 5 million people,
many living in the only
homes they have ever
known,, in immediate
danger of Josing their be-
longing,’ of havmg Ao~
where to stay in prwacy
and security. ‘ -

‘ “‘Furtherm(')rel our
legalk system. is" dlmm-

,1shged By these laws.
. 4The' as}x has called for

alel i

ment shouild be’ folinded

on: ‘the contnbutmn that.
commumt:es themselves .

rare able to make i

natwe housing,j-
~‘embracing the |-
.rupgradmg of exnstmg ac--
.commodation and"based '}
on'an, idea that. develop-.
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Black Sash.call on hangings

v I = .

THE Black'Sash has called for a mioratori-
um on executions pending an investigation
into capital piinishmenit, a5 part of growing
opposition“to the death penalty iiv SA;

ichael Mnisi, 26, was hanged yesterday
after being convicted in March of murder-
ing a Warmbaths farmer. He was the 97th
person to be hanged in -SA-this year."

Another”death row prisoner, Raymond '

Shozi, 30, was granted an indefinite stay of
execution” by Justice ‘- Ministet Kobie
Coetzee, hours before he was to be hanged.

Seven men were hanged on Friday. The
so-called Addo Four, convicted of the mur-
der of an elderly Kirkwood couple, weré

i
B

-

L PETER DELMAR N

granted a stay of execution last week..

Two members of the National Union' of
Mineworkers, - Solomon Nongwati and
Paulos Tshehlane, had their death sen-
tences set aside after a successful appeal
last week. ‘

Black Sash former president Sheena
Dunecan said a moratorium on executiohs,
until an independent commission of inqui-
r{hhad completed its investigation, was
“the only reasonable thing one can expect
right now”, '
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ack Sash
flce
open aéam

The Black Sash’s Johan- |,
neshurg advice office is
back in business despite
its prernises being wiped
out in the Khotse House
bornb blast.

The Sash has found
temporary premises on
the second floor of Dar-
ragh House in Wanderers
Street, behind St Mary’s
Anglican Cathedral.

Mrs Sheena Duncan, |
national advice oifice co- | !
ordinator for the Sash, |
stressed that the present
accommodation was tem-
porary.

The Soweto advice of-
fice at the Nicro Centre
in Rockville continues to
operate from Tuesdays to
Saturdays. Those people |
who live within easy
travelling distance of this
office are urged to use it
to relieve overcrowding
in the tempgrary Johan-
neshurg premises.
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UCT scuipture

NINETEEN Boys Running, a sculptural
installation by UCT Fine Art graduate Kevin
Brand, is on display.at.the Market Theatre Art
gallery in Newtown unti! January.

Based on a picture of the Uitenhage massacre, the
installation comprises 19 torsos on painted resin. In
1985, 19 black youths were shot dead in Uitenhage
and this was the trigger for Brand’s installation.

Each cut-out figure is mounted on a rough wooden
crate, which simultaneously resembles a sculpture
stand and a sepulchre.

A spokesman for the Market said in a press release,
that: “This powerful work serves as a reminder that
the deaths of 19 boys running, as. with other human

| rights defilements in this country (South Africa), must
not be forgotten.”

The shooting led to the Kannemeyer Commission

o w:!'w‘bew '*.%

.-..,-‘ sF

W

VICTOR METSOAMERE

of Inquiry.

Another exhibition, which will also come to an end
in January, is called Human'Rights. 1t is a project of
Afrapix and the Black Sash. .. .

The exhibition is part of the Black Sash's Human
Rights Focus to commemorate the 40th anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

The Black Sash has also planned a film festival for
December, which would coincide with Human Rights
Day — December 10. The theme of the fiim festival
would be Capital Punishment.

The third exhibition, which will run concurrently
with Nineteen Boys Running and Human Rights, also at
the Market, is Modderfontein - a collection of
photographs by Ivan Muller, which captures the
“banality and contrasts” of the small town in the
Transvaal, which is the property of AECT Limited.
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JABOUT 50 members of
| the Black Sash staged a
? placard protest along Jan
Smuts Avenue 1n
Johannesburg Friday
morning, denouncing the
Government’s banning
of the Weekly Mgl lgst

Placards” read “We
stand " by the Weekly
Mail”’ and “Save the
Weekly Mail* — Step
Stoffel”.

Sash_protest.

Transvaal co-chairman .

of the Black Sash, Mrs g
Audrey Coleman, said ™
her organisation believed ‘Q

everybody wasentitled to ﬁ\
his opinion and the
Weekly Mail, which has
been banned for..a
month; had a right 'f5°
exist. .
“We dom'r t0en Kuow 3

what is going on in thisV)

country and the Weekly
Mail served an important
function,”




“machineguns into ne‘UniLge;J 7t (i
o %{.& ,"";é{ :,‘:‘,f;
Sash protes ail Dag
JOHANNESBURG. — About 50 members-6t
Black Sash staged a placard protési along Jan

Smuts Avenue yesierday morning, denouncing
the banning of the Weekly Mail this week.
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\wife membe
|of Black_Sa:

| ment officials and thejr spouses could often have a

“I'national interest.” A

B L

Cave T s 3/t -
) Owh Corresponden R
JOHANNESBURG. — The wife of one of:Mr Chris
Heunis's aides is a member of the Black Sash.
" She is Ms Marianne Hoélscher, wife of Dr Fanie
Cloete, the chief director of constitutional planning,

. Dr Cloete was recently shifted sidewsys in Mr
Heunis’s Department of Constitutional Devélop-
ment and Planning. “

«Dr Cloete defended his wife’s involvement in the
.Black Sash after it emerged yesterday that his de-,
‘;'p,otion may have been linked to her membership.
JMs Holscher yesterday described herself as “an
‘ordinary member” of the Black Sash’s Pretoria
-branch who was involved in the branch’s normal
.;f.gctx"vities” including attending commitiee meetings.
- DrCloete said his wife had never been accuséd of
breaking the law as a member of the Sash. Goyern-

difference of opinion, but their work and home
situations should be separated, he said. '

“As a.member of the Black Sash, which isa legal
organisation, my wife has been very discreet and

maintained a low profile. She has never been ac-

cused of any contravention of any law in her capac-
ity as a member of the Black Sash, nor has she been

LT e T

invoived in any activity which has enda's?'gexjéd the

— (IO A S

LCP demands ‘éxplanation — Page 3. .
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. CONSTITUTIONAL Planning: chief di-
rector Ifg‘:_‘fié iCloste yestel‘dag sefigrf:dgid
his wife's involvemeri¥in the Black Sash
after:it éniet'ged his effective demiotion
may hiave been linked to his wife’s mem-
be;lsilélgv pff» ull\? organisation.
13-wite, Marianne Hblscher,. yester.
day described herself as an or%?:?r
memiber of -the ‘Black Sash’s Pretoria
zg:mmzzﬂwlg iwptg inv?lv?d din the branch’s
) activities, ing -
CommiE mostig ¢ o200
e '3aid his wife had
accused of breaking the rliw%esv:fn?:x’::

ber of the Sash. Government officials”

and their spouses could
_ difference of opinion, but often have a

ot

Otisted off
defends wife’sq)

Black Sash ties

- home-situations should be separated, he

said.
“As a member of the Bla'ck Sash
which is a legal organisation, my wife

has been very disereet and maintai
o BRGar o e
Meanwhile; TR 1éader Dénis ‘Worra
! gfng yesterda'y the sideways transfer (};
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Official defends wife’%glack Sash ties

two top Constitutional Development and
Planning officials ¢ould seriously under-
mine Minister Chris Heunis’s credibilit

with reputable black leaders in his elqgy

forts to promote constitutional reform.
He was referring to reporis that th
men had been moved because of co

- tacts they had made, with extrd-parlia
! mentary

Froups;' including the ANC. >
Worrall said all' evidence indicated
the officials had been moved at the insti-
gation of the National Intelligence Ser-
vice (NIS). “In that case there was ve
little Heunis could do about it,” he said.

“The situationis a particularly grave
one and raises questions about who is
calling the shots on constitutional mat-
ters,” Worrall said. .

Meanwhile it was speculated yester-.

+ X for ithe ‘pldcement of
. nothing to do with the State President#’

® From Page 1

day that the NP-supporting media were
atfempting to boost Heunis's ima%e
after the drama surrounding the offi-
cials and reports that he might be in-
volved in a major Cabinet reshuffle,
SABC TV's Netwerk programme in-
‘cluded 4 lengthy interview with Heunis

- on Tuesday night and Nasiopale Pers

newspapers yesterday carried fropt-
page stories on Heunis's efforts to pro-
mote negotiation with black leaders.
1 A spokesman for President P W Botha
_ flatly denied the President was involved
. in the officials’ transfer. “The Commmy-
sion, for. Administration is responsib
officials. It h
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F ént! constitutivhal ‘negot:étors'ﬂ
axed last Jiweek’ removed be:

Constltutmnal Development 'é
Planmng who have become

f, ber of. the Black Sash N _- i ;{1 i

o "Accordmg ‘4% reports,..con,,
flrmed unoff:mally,by numero ;

contmue thexr work as, negotla-:-;
¢ tors to brmg various: commumty
fleaders tol fhe; Governmeﬂts'
,conference ‘table % "1
{1 The: reason Has: somethmg 0.
! Efzd.o W1th the1r securlty status‘-and .
 the' fact they dre,o; longer in .,
sition, to: continbe their eur:
"rent: ]obs because they may;not
have:access “60: certam docu—

been‘affected’ by hiz wite’ s
{BlackiSash activities. .~ o ¥
'-j The ztwo officials have 80; far
umamtamed {hexr. i

matter
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By JOE MDHLELA

2

THE Black Sash in
conjunction with
Weekly Mail has
organised a film
festival
theme, Hanging: Right
or Wrong, as partof a
campaign against
death penalty.

The campaign will also

mark the 40th anniversary-

of the Declaration of
Human Rights with a
variety of programmes
culminating in the
observance of Human
Rights Day on December
10.

The programmes siart
at the Market Theatre on
Monday.

It was on December
10, 1948, that the
General Assembly of the
United Nations adopted
the document on human
rights as a direct result of
atrocities by the German
Nazis before and during
World War II.

--—w

Other films
screened are: Five Last
Days; In The Ox-Bow
Inc{gfen't_;}qu Hill: The
under the g

—_—

to be

Forty Eight nations
voted in favour of the
document and there was
none against it. South
Africa abstained from
voting.

The campaign, accord-
ing to Black Sash, is to
raise the consciousness of
the inhumanity of the
death penalty. The
organisation believes
that the feature films that
will be shown for five
days will be able to rajse
the level of awareness to
the barbaric and archaic
system of hanging. .

The festival will
include films seen in
South Africa before and-
a number which havenot
been screened previously..

The highlights of the,
film festival shouid be the,
screening of the film;
Twelve Angry Men and

Ribbon;

4

Sacco and
Vanzetti; The Mothers of
Plaza Del Mayo; Daniel;
Ten Rillingion Flace.

3 3 o

ITIER of Cry, The-Beloved-Country fame. -

Cry, the Beloved Country, _

starring Sidney Poiter
and Canada Lee. 1

Twelve Angry Men is
about a Puerto Rican
who is seemingly guilty
of the murder of his
father. Only Henry'
Fonda as a juror number
eight is unhappy about
the evidence.

Twelve Angry Men
praises Fonda for daring
to stand against the 11
jurors and for flatly
disagreeing with them.

Cry, the Beloved
Country is based on Alan
Paton’s book. A poor
black priest learns that
his son has murdered the
son of his wealthy white
neighbour. The dead
man had been working .
for racial harmony. The
priest’s son is sentenced
to death.

—
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Hundreds of detam‘ees countrywide
are on hunger sirike and those at
Johanneshurg Prison are partici-
pating in a desperate attempt to
draw attention to their plight, the
Black Sash says in a statement.

“Many of them have been behind
bars since June 1986, their presence
there, or the original reason for their
incarceration, quite possibly forgotten
by now," says the statement.

Infringed

The Sash deseribes detention without
trial is an “iniquitous form of political
internment, injurious to health and
well-being and incompatible with
Western legal principles”.

“If these people have infringed many
of the thousands of laws and regula-
tions which govern our lives, they must
be charged and tried in open court
;withou‘t delay.”

—

Hi"mger strl_:'ﬁ‘-ers@;
are desper'ate

attentlon — Sa;

The organisation says it “stron'gljr
condemns a system which permits the
arbitrary detention of persons with no
explanation, their indefinite incarcera-
tion, and their equally arbitrary re-
lease, again with no explanation, no
apology and no compensation.

“We call on all South Africans fo join
them in their call for immediate
charge or release.”

In response to the Black Sash state-
ment, the Prisons Service said: “It does
happen from time to time that prison-
ers refuse to take their meals. How-
ever, in most cases they have food-
stuffs acquired from the prison tuck-
shop in their possession, ST S

“The SA Prisons Service deals re-
sponsibly with such situations in line
with internationally -accepted,Stan-.
dards, inter alia, by warning priseners
of the health dangers that-- maynresult
from their behaviour and ensurmg that
food is still served at each mealtime.”




Black Sash hig
\\(’ éﬁai&r\h}};ﬁl b4

Tlie plight of the 300-odd emergenc
detainees -— some of whom today en-
tered their 21st day of a national hun-
ger sirike to protest against their con-

tinued detention — was forcefully
brought {o the attention of the public in
Johannesburg today.

In an attempt to “highlight the plight
of the detainees”, members of the
Black Sash held a placard demonsira-
tion along Jan Smuts Avenue and Ox-
ford Road between 7.15am apd
8.15am. Posters read: “Detainees:
Must they die for Justice?” and “Hun-
ger Strike: Dying for Freedom”.

The hunger strike began 21 days ago
at the Diepkloof Prison, where ahont
170 detainees are now refusing meals.
Twelve of them have already been ad-
mitted to hospitals.

i ORCHESTRATED

Law and Order Minister Mr Adriaan
Vlok was last week reported as saying
the national bunger strike was “orches-'
trated from ontside”.

The Black Sash said Mr Viok's re-
spoiise to “the serious attempt by the '
detainees to draw attention to their
continued internment reveals a callous
indifference”.

@ See Page 3,

ke

A BluckSash member brqves the chilly, damp !

Johannesburg morning to take part in a poster
demanstration highlighting the plight of detain-
ees on hunger strike.

® Picture by Ken Oosterbroek.
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APE TOWN — The Disclosure of Foreign
unding Bill was “more subtle” but “just’
s dangerous” as its predecessor, the Pro-
motion of Qrderly Internal Politics Bill,
said Black Sash former president Sheena
Duncan in the latest Sash magazine,

She sald while the new Bill was being
hailed in some quarters as a vast improve-
ment on the earlier Bill, it should be op-
posed “'as vehemently” as its predecessor.

Duncan said: “If one has any doubts
about government’s motives in introducing
the legisiation one only has to look at the

owers given {o yet another set of officialg
© enter premises without notice and withw
out warrant to search and seize, and th
outrageously severe penalties which may

be imposed on per iolatingthe provi-
sions of the Bill.” ( W) (ﬁ;eﬁ. '

3 T o T _.—.--—-—\'v‘

arif(s by about 9% in December. - Sapa.

‘Bill ‘1s subtle,

— ey, wwe AU WD

vaecuuve expenses and travel.'
- At the end of the financial year, Nusas
had a surplus of R13 656,37.

but dangerous’

The Bill enabled government to have
1ccess to the most detailed (and possibly

ivileged) information about organisa-
ions and persons, she said.

She said the Bill implied that “innocent”
people and organisations could have no
objection to the full disclosure of all their
activities and that the state was entitled to

-collect information in this way,

“It also implies that the state is entitled
to control the lawful activities of organisa-
tions and creates a mechanism where that
control can be exercised without drama or

.
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newsworthiness.” ) 1)()
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PRETORIA — Law-
yers for Human
Rights have com-
mended the acting
State President and
the Minister of Jus-
tice for the fact that 16 Death Ro
prisoners had been granted clemency
from execution.

" National director of Lawyers for Hu-
man Rights, Brian Currin, said in a
statement from Pretoria that one of the
16 in the group granted clemency was
Paul Setlaba. Setlaba’s last-minute ap-
plication for a stay of execution was
rejected by Mr Justice Eloff on the basis
that any further application or petition
to the State President had no prospect of
success. L5

Executions

“Literally hours before he was to hang,
joint efforts by his attorney, Lawyers for
Human Rights, and the Society for the
Abolition 0% the Death Penalty succeeded
in persuading the Minister of Justice to
order the stay of execution,” Currin said
yesterday.

In the past two months only two people

Mini§ters
stay-0l-

lauded. over
ec to%ll%bve

ad been ited, he said, noting that the
average number of executions performed
each month for the preceeding four years
exceeded 10. i

This meant that so far this year thetle
had been a 1 000 percent decline in monthly
executions.

“These statistics, viewed with the 16 cle-

mencies, give us hope that the state is ]

beginning to appreciate the need to review
those laws in South Africa that have result-
ed in the execution of so many people.”

The Black Sash Transvaal Region said
that although it was saddened by the fact
that two people had been hanged this year,
it was encouraged to hear that 16 people
had been granted clemency.

“We feel, however, that even better than
this would have been an announcement of a
moratorium on all hangings pending a
commission of inquiry,” a statement said.

“The Black Sash remains totally op-
posed to the death penalty.”
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DURBAN —_ The progn051s for
South Africa: was d1sma1 far
,outwelghmg any reform pro-,
-cess, Mrs Mary Burton, national
pres1dent of.the Black Sash said
m Diirban last mght

Addressmg the 33rd annual
national conference of the or-
ganisation at the Durban City
Hall, Mrs Burton said the needs
of the South African population
. could not be met by “following
" where the Government would

take'us”. g*,? Vi T

[, e look back aver the, past
dozen 'years,’ and: see waves; of
popular re51stance countered.
with ever stronger measums1
| The strategles of those: in power
' become more: sophlstmated dnd |

f the b1tter 'pill of bondage is

. sweeteried by-a coatmgn of re-.‘

I form,a ers Burton §a SRR
" “The temptatmn then ig to ac--
,quiesce. ‘to.swallow, the: p111 "y
Own CorreSpondent 7

e
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Black Sash chiet re-elect
DURBAN. <= Mrs Mary Burton was'rerelected
president of the Black Sash at the weekend, Ms
Rosemary van, Wyk. Smith of Albany, and Ms
Jenny de Telly and- Ms; Sue, Philcox (both Cape
Westen}), were voted vice-presidents.
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Black Sash study provides chilling insight into Pretoria’s death row $Mr .

Esau Jabulani Nkosi is not
one of the high-profile politi-
cal figures on Pretoria’s
death row. He is one of those
“ordinary” murder conviets
whose life is likely to be
ended without protest from
the world beyond his pris-
on,

He has been lifted from ob-
seurity by the researchers of the
Black Sash report on capital
pumshment, “Inside South Alri-
ca's Death Factory”, The report
teils the following story.

Nkosi 15 30 years old. His
crimnal record started at the
age of eight, when he was sen-
tenced to five cuts with a lLight
cane for stealing F20.

By the time he was 17 he
had accumulated four convie-
tions, for theft and assault, and
been subjected to 22 strokes
with a lxght cane.

He was never defended on

any of these charges. He was -

the child of a single mother — a
domestic worker — and there
was ne money for lawyers.
Although he was a juvenile,
there was no attempt to send
him to a school of ndustries or
a reformatory.
—..0On’reaching.the .age-of 18 —

’ aduithood In the eyes of the

rofile o

court — he was sentenced to 45
months for stealing goods val-
ued a{ R2 00D.

He was freed on parole after
two years and soon convicted on
six charges of housebreaking.
His total sentence was 12 years,
of which he served six before
bemg refeased unconditionally
in June 1985. L

Head wounds

Four months later, at the age
of 29, he was back in the dock
facing murder charges with two
other men They all pleaded not
gulty.

The eharges related to the
killing of an 84-year-old man,
Mr Arthur Boshier, who died
from nead wounds after being
attacked n his East Rand fat
during a rohbery

There were no eyewitnesses
to the attack. The three men
were convicted of murder by Mr
Justice Strydom on the basts of
his reconstruction of events
from statements made by two of
the accused, testumony of the
third, and medicat and police
evidence.

Nkosi's lawyer argued 1n ex-
tenuation that the men had gone
to rob — not to kil — and had

.acted.in the heat of the moment

when they surprised the owner

ft

£
*
o
5
3
-

e conder

they bury.”

“Inside South Afreca’s Desth Foctary”.

JO-ANNE COLLINGE reports on a Black Sash study on capital punishment, entfitted
It tokes its name from an observation by
human rights lawyer Mr Brian Currin: “Death row is like a factory. | find the whole
place has been brutalised, dehumanised.-It's a factory which produces corpses . .. To
produce that product, a system is develaped The whale ploce is sarviced. They
provide foed. They moke gordens. They give notice of exacution, They hang. And

n hs darkened flat. The judge
found no extenuating circurm-
stances for any of the three and
sentenced them to hang.

Nkost was refused leave to
appeal against the murder con-
vicnon and has now spent 20
months on death row.

“Today the ngid distineuons
between ‘political’ and ‘ord:-
nary' death row prisoners is
being questioned.” the report
notes.

“The vast majority of death
row prisoners are black —
97 percent of the 1070 people
hanged between 1980 and 1988 —
and 1n many cases ‘ordinary
crimmals’ can also be seen as
victims of apartheid,” it states.

“In the first place, there 15
a general acceptance that erime
has strong reots 1n poverty and
social deprivauon. Many black
South Afncans, like Jabulani
Nkosi, grow up 1n overcrowded,
under-serviced, .segregated
black townships; they receive an

inferior education to white
South Africans and experience
job segregation,

“The second sense 1n whtch
most death row prisoners are
vicums of apartherd 1s that they
have been processed by a legal
system which many — rightly
or wrongly — regard as being
slanted against blacks. For ex-
ample, there is not a singie
black judge in South Africa.”

The report attempts to draw
a biegraphical profile of the typ-
ical prisoner on Pretoria’s death
row. And 1t examnes the legal
process which ended up on
death row.

To construet the profiles. -
terviews were conducted with
families, friends and Jawyers of
26 death row prisoners. To as-
sess the legal process, records of
40 condemned persons were ex-
amned.

The disadvantaged back-

-gronnd-of the average death row

prisoner 15 clear and can be put

succinetly. “In summary, 85 per-
cent grew up in farmlies which
struggled financially; only
42 percent were raised by both
parents; 92 percent did not corm-
plete school, 62 percent had no
further education or traimmng
and 85 percent were unskilled or
semi-skilled labourars.

“In addition, of the 42 percent
who had previous convictions,
47 percent had been prosecuted
for the first time wheu they
were juveniles.”

Several features of the legal
history of those facing death
give cause for concern, the
researchers state.
® The heavy reliance on pro deo
counsel. A total of 32 percent of
the sample were represented in
this fashion. The report points
out that this means the advo-
cate has no attorney to assist
him, that he is paid only about
R100 a day and that his fees do
not allow him the expense of
calling expert witnesses for life-

ned onesgs

saving evidence in mitigation. It
also means he is likely to be re-
presented by an insxperienced
advocate or by one whose prae-
tice has noi been seccessiul
envagh to render him too busy
to do pro deo work

® The brevity of the cases. Qne-
third of these trials took less
than a week to complete. One 1
12 Yasted pust ope day.

@ The nature of the evidence on
which conviction was passed,
The evidence of a single witness
was enough for a murder con-
vietion in 10 percent of cases;
circumstantial evidence sufficed
in 5 percent; and a further 5 per-
cent were found gmity solely on
the basis of thew own confess-
jons — confesstons which meost
claumed had been made under
duress.

Common purpose-
——

® The common refusal of
leave to appeal. More than half
the sample were refused leave
to appeal by the trial court. Of
those known to have petitioned
the Chief Justice for leave to ap-
peal, only 17 percent were suc-
cessful and 35 percent had been
refused.
@ The prevalence of the doe-
trine of common purpose in
murder convictions. Half the

<> ”’”‘”‘?

sample were couvwled on:
grounds of their assectation and .

wdentification with the actual:
killers and were not shown to:
have done the deed themselves. |

“Death Factory™ also records
the less quantifiable affronts of,
the process of awaiting-death!
imprisonment and of execution.

~The badies of Lhose executed .
are the property of the State,
Families are not allowed to see.
instde the coffins. They are not !
permitted to accompany the:
coffin 1o order to say prayers as
the body 15 laid to rest.”. .

While death row prisoners’
can have an unlimted number,
of visits, not once — even on the!
day before their hanging —'do.
they get a “contact visit”, ene!
that would allow a last touch nr'
embrace.

The horror mduced by the
death penalty is reflected in the:
fact that no death row inmates’
family members wished death
on Wit Wolf Barend Strydom
who is charged with last year’s
massacre of eight black people
in Pretoria. “I can't say Stry-
dom must be killed, because he
is also 2 human being. I hate the
death penalty,” said Mr N S Son-
ama whose brother, Bennet, has
spent more than a year on death
row.

I‘_’ L.



Regulations ‘an inappropriate r

Here s a summary of the new Department of Edu-
ecation and Tramng regulations, gazetted on No-
vember 25

® The Mimster may permanently close a scheol if
the number of pupils expeiled or boycotting “justi-
fies™ this.

@ The Mimister may tempararily close a school 1f:
pupils boycott the school, effective teaching is not
possible; pupils contravene the provis:ons of the Act,
there 15 ‘Tioteus or disorderly behaviour”

® Parents must accompany children when applying
for admyssion and must undertake in writing to en-
sure they attend school regularly.

@ The director-genesral can make admussion condi-
tronal on pupils returmng or compensating the de-
partment for textbooks issued the previous year;
reframing from “out-ef-school” actevities detrimen-
tal to their studies; receiving additional twitien.

& Students who have failed the same standard twice
require the director-general’s permussion to re-reg-
ister.

New regulations for black schools are worsening the

cnisis in black schools, says the BLACK SASH educa-

hen committee 1n this article which hos been sent 1o
business leaders,

® Pupils may be expelled if absent for more than 10
consecutive school days or mere than 20 days in a
year without a valid reason.

® Pupils may be expelled or suspended if, after one
warnng, they prejudice “the maintenance of order
or diseipline, or the effective provision of edueation™;
destroy school or personal property; disobey instruc-
tions of principals or teachers, or give false informa-
tion, incite other pupils to contravene regulations or
rules; participate mn boycotts, protest marches, sit-
ns or “other riotous action”; are making unsatisfac-
tory scholastic progress as a result of participating
11 ‘unapproved’ actwvities

@ Pupils have the right of appeal if suspended, ex-

pebled or refused admission, /

The gazetting of yet more amendmentSiid aift-
tions to regulations made m terms of the 1970 Edu-
cation and Training Act is an inapprorate response
to the crises in black education.  r

The new provisions address the symptoms of the
crises, rather than their causes, and, as is already
evident, they are exacerbating rather than ame-
licrating these symptoms

After the decades of Bantu Education and the
deeply troubled years since 1976, there is no doubt
that the DET is confronted with serious difficnities
— severely disaffected students, demoralised teach-
ers (themselves mostly products of the system), and
distanced parents.

Why not address the real problem — Bantu Edu-
catton 1tseli.

Changing names — “Edueation and Training” for
“Bantu Eduecation”, “public” for “goverrment”
schools — has not helped. :

onse’ to education Crisis

The reahty remamns — a school system that is
hopelessly under-resourced, both in terms of physi-
cal amemties and the educatioa and training that
has bean provided for its teachers.

In contrast with the over-prevision for wite edu-
tation, the deprivation suifered by black education is
stark-

“Daprived” in a different sense, many white South
Alfricans continue to be oblivious to the consequences
of the crisis situation for every South African.

Leaving aside the (very real) possitility of an.
other "76-type explosion, what 15 the fature for our
country if the majority of the population is unedu-
cated?

What is likely to happen to the young people who
are refused readmission to schools because they
have faited a standard twice or participated m “un-
approved” activities; those who are expelled on one
of the many grounds provided for expulsicy, ot to
those who are deprived of schooling by the Minister
closing schools following large-scale expulsions or

absenteeism?

t 15 1mperative that the State provide equal pri-
mary and secondary education for all its chldren
by means of a single education department.

South Africa can and must afferd a decent State- ¢
run education system. 3

The private sector cannot be expected to provide -
an alternative to this. However, leaders of com-
merce and industry can use thewr influence by call- 5
1eg on the Government to address this grave situa- g
tion

An 1mmedate Tesponse would be the withdrawalz
of the regulations and the unbanaing of student or- ¢
ganisations. Students, parents and the community 3
are obviously very concerned and enlisting their sup- ¢
port would be a start in resclving some of the most 5
urgent issues.

Bantu Education 1s one of the cornerstones of y
apartherd Building a healthy post-apartheid society s
will depend on providing a sound eductional founda- 3
tion — for afl South Africans
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2 By Winnie Graham

South Africa’s “shadow peaple”
+— the homeless — are growing
in number and virtually nothing
has been done to house them,

! This is the finding of the Black
$Sash Transvaal Region Urban Re-
movals and Homelessness Group
gnd the Community Research and

ublished an “A - Z Guide to Home-
essness on the Witwatersrand,”
§ The report looks at the squatter
‘problem” and finds that two years
to the orderly urbanisation policy
ere are more poor people without

anormatmn Network who have :

omes than ever and they are still -

Jiving in shacks and informal settle-
ents.

The report adds that there has
been a “flurry of activity” from de-
¥elopers — but they are interested
suly in huilding homes for people
Who can afford to pay R20000 or -
foore for houses. "3

f\l erthern suburbs

v It points cut that even the South *
rican Housing Trust and the Fam-

hom o 4

Frrn

{ly Housing Association can only

manage to provide housing in the
R20000 range and low-level ser-

ficed sites at round R6000, ,. ' 7z’

* “It i3 estimated that at least™
percent of the region's popuiation
¢annet afford these houses,” the re-°
gort reads, -
1 The homeless squat not only in
fhe townships but in all the white
areas of the north where urbanised
domestic workers, many of whom
Jow have their families with them,
Qave no place to live. | .
y Munieipalities north of Johannes-
Burg have taken care not to allow
squatting, as a result of which there
are few of the larger settlements
found on unguarded Government
_}!and in the south.

Home
,cmisk;

‘am
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poor .
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"2 Joh ‘éshuig's “two  north

.. neighbours, Randburg and Sandten,

are condemned for their complete
lack of action in helping to solve the
problem. .

-According to the report, Rand-
burg has maintained excellent vigi-
lance and reports the successful
demolition of shacks to its council.

< A recommendation by a TPA offi-
cial that Sandton establish an emer-
gency camp as a temporary solution

- has not been acted upon, and the

homeless are under threat of re-
moval to Orange Farm south of

- Jphannesburg.

nong
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‘- Too little done and Rand squatter legions
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Sandton Municipality and the police
have been involved in different ef-
forts to get shackdwellers off two
business sites in Wynberg where in-
formal settlements have been
SpIUng up.

The town councils of Randburg,
Sandton and Midrand, the report

. continues, appear to place responsi-

bility for homeless blacks on other
anthorities: Sandten on the adjacent
black council of Alexandra, and
Randburg and Midrand on the re-
gional/provincial/central  govern-
ment.

5

" The report points out that the % '“They are not iegélly competent

te deal with urbanisation,” the re-
port says. “They are only legal]y
competent to eradicate squatters.

According to statistics published
in the report, more than 60 percent
of the squatters have been on the
Witwatersrand for more than 15
years, 19 percent between six and 14
years and the rest up to five years.

The report says there is ex-
pressed resistance on the part of
black local authorities to inake pro-
vision for controlled site and ser-
vice to accommadate poor people,

NPTROXS LY P

These [ocal authorities are resist-
ing the settlement of low income
residents within their boundaries
because they see them as a drain on
their resources. .

The report adds: “The combined
but contradictory notions of upgrad-

'growing = Black Sash = =

Doprassing " shacks like
this one are the only
home for growing thou-
sands of the poorest,
Black Sash suggasts that
some white councils are

ed areas and ‘viable but separate’
may prove ta be the Achilles heel of
the orderly urbanisation policy ...

“The policy must be accepted
that the community at large is re-
sponsible for ensuring that land and
resouces are equitably re-allocated
so that the poorer residents (who
are the majority) are included.”

T
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educations
welcome

., By Sue Valenti \\b
The Black Sash education
committee has welcomed
Mr FFW de Klerk's call
for *cost effective, quali-
ty  education”, but
warned that it could not
be implemented by the
Governmenrf from the
top. .
Commenting on Mr de
Klerk's address at the
opening of the new cam-
pus of the Pretoria
Teachers Training Col-
lege recently, Ms Judith
Hawarden, education co-
ordinator and Transvaal
regional chairman of the
Black Sash, said genuine
participation by all in-
terested parties including
professional  educators,
'parents, students, teach-
ers and civic organisa-
ti?ns was needed.

RESTRICTIONS

“The first step is to
unban the National Edu-
cation Crisis Committee
and other organisations
involved in education, to
lift the restrictions on
NECC leaders and to
allow them to start parti-
cipating.

“Schools should be
open and non-racial so
that children can prepare
for a new South Africa,”

General secretary of
the Transvaal Teachers'
Association, Mr Hugo
Ackerman said the TTA
was very concerned
about the availability of
finance for education -
and in the country gen-
erally.

‘Mr Joe Muller, co-or-
«dipator of the education
policy unit at Wits Uni-
versity, said the speech
seemed to be too full of
generalities to speculate
on the NP leader's inten-
ticns.

"Although they've in-
creased the education
bydget, it is nowhere
near close lo providing
enough to cope with the
growth of black student
numbers in the education
system.”
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MRS MOIRAM« Hende;::-if,
\'\son, a8 E;uudel: smembep
w2 of the Black'Sash and the”

o~ Progressive Party and a.|

a\l member.’ of_.the. South
African Councll of Chur-;
ches Dependents Confer-.,
ence, died of cancer at the 3
o Weekend.t She was.66.",
\?\a No' funeral '_detaxls are.

vailable. .




As the month of June approaches it
seems that even the Government is
pondering on whether or not to re-
impose the state of emergency for
the third time. That is encouraging
because 1t is a salutary lesson to
re-read the conditions of the state of

| emergency.

The full impact of the losses en-

A tailed is experienced like the. blow

| of a sledgehammer.

A state of emergency is the impo-
sition of a tyranny that is increas-
ingly less recognised with the pas-
sage of time. Let us therefore be re-
minded that:

@ Any member of the security frces
may arrest and detain any person if
he is “of the opinion” that that per-
son poses a threat to public safety
or the maintenance of law and
order. ‘

@ Such a person, and it could be you
“or me, can then be detained indef-
initely without trial, possibly to be
interrogated, denied access to fami-
ly or lawyers, held in solitary con-
finement, and no-one is entitled to
information regarding that person.

Total indemnity

1f or when released, such a man
or woman may be and often is sub-
jected to exceedingly harsh restric-
tions. For all this there is no re-
dress. Since June 1986 approximate-
ly 30 009 people have been detained.
® The State President, members of
the Government and the security
forces enjoy total indemnity. They
need only “act in good faith”.
Habeas corpus is non-existent. No
interdict is possible.
@ Organisations and people can be
restricted if the Minister is “of the
opinion” that it is necessary. In Jung,

1988, 18 organisations were prohibit="

ed from performing any activities
whatsoever, all non-violent anti-
apartheid organisations. Cosatu was
prohibited from performing listed
activities.

@ The Cotnmissioner of Police has
the power to close off areas or pub-
lic or private places, to prohibit

JOYCE HARRIS (right) of the
Black Sash recounts just what
the state of emergency means.

entry or departure, to prohibit gath-
erings or contro! their venue, size
and scope and to prevent certain
people from attending them. Penal-
ties for contravention are R20 000 or
10 years’ imprisonment.

@ No journatist may be at the scene
of unrest and no-one may publish
anything regarding security action,
restricted gatherings, speeches of
restricted people or members of a
resiricted organisation or the cir-
cumstances or treatment of detain-
ees,

Also forbidden is publication of
subversive statements, the scope of
which ranges from unrest and resis-
tance. through boycotts, civil dis-
obedience, staying away from work
and taking part in restricted gather-
ings, to compulsory military ser-
vice.

Nor is it permissible to publish
blank spaces to indicate that a re-
port has been censored, nor even
with a statement, sign or symbol, or
in the context.

@ If the Minister “is of the opinion”
that it is “necessary”, he has power
to prohibit the production of a peri-
odical for not more ilan three
months at a time. He has already
taken such action against Weekly
Mail, Grassroots, Out Of Step,
Saamstaan, Work in Progress
and New Erqg. Penalties for contra-
vention are a maximum of R20000
or 10 years.

® Attention and participation at and
use of school property, syllabi and
what is worn by pupils is controlled.
@ People in general are even prohi-
bited from wearing certain clothes
or performing any act or types of
acts.

® The Commissioner can control
how many people nay attend a fu-
neral, how and by which route they
get there, who may address it and
how long it may take.

Freedom is subject to govern-
ment whim. There is no access fo
due legal process. People are pawns
at the mercy of “good faith” and
“opinions”.

They, their organisations, their
newspapers and pericdicals can be
destroyed at the stroke of a pen.

Access to information is so res-
tricted that it is impossible even to
estimate the degree of ignorance in
which the public is being held.

Under such conditions the Gov-
ernment has already conducted one
election. If the state of emergency
is re-imposed it will again conduct a
general election, while it exercises
total power over the media, meet-
ings and anti-government political

“activity.

We need to guard against accom-
moedation to the restrictions to
which we have for so long been sub-
jected, and take note of the dire loss
of freedom, human rights, securify
under the rule of law, the liberty
to see hear, read and say what we
like and meet with whomever we
like.

The state of emergency has con-
tribuied to the coilapse of the econ-
omy, the imposition of sanctions
and the destruction of our country.
Total control has become a habit of
this Government. The arbitrary ex-
ercise of power has become a termi-
nal disease.

The state of emergency must go.
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' Police tape Sash

Plainclothes policemen today asked members of the
Black Sash protesting against the reimposition of the
stale of emergency to give their particulars on tape.

Members of the anti-apartheid group were staging .
a picket along Empire Road.

The women were asked to read their names, ad-
dresses, identity angd telephone numbers into a police-
man’s recorder. n\ S‘\

In a statement the Blatk Sash said the introduction
of the state of emergency had made it easier for the
Government o maintain its unjust laws,

“A government which uses reform rhetoric but si-
lences legitimate opposition is a government which
: _ should not be in power. A government which requires
} Please leave your name and number ... @ repressive measures in order to govern should not be

policeman tapes o protestor’s details. in power,” the statement said. $4y 1 / E( £ q
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DURBAN — A member of the Biack Sash handing
out pamphlets at Durban High School this week was
flabbergasted when she was “detained” — not by the.
police, but by school prefects.

On Thursday morning Professor Christene Lucia
was handing out the pamphlets ~- promoting aware-
ness of the plight of black schoolchildren and the sig-
nificance of Soweto Day'— to boys arriving for
school. .

She said: “T had been there about 15 minutes and
the pamphlets were being received with great inter-
est. Then three prefects approached me and asked me
to stop and leave.”

Their attitude was “aggressive, but polite”, she
said.

“They said 1 was trying to brainwash the boys.
They objected especially to a page containing news-
paper headlines referring to black education.

LY

\1{\%\%\ OWN CORRESPONDENT
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“When I asked why they objected, they said : ;
pupils did not need to read newspapers and did not
need to know what was going on.

“But when I asked what it was in the pamphlet that
they felt was brainwashing material, they seemed
confused.

“They then asked me again to leave.

“When I told them that I was not standing in school
property and did not intend to leave, they insisted
that I accompany them to the headmaster’s office.

“When we got to his office, the prefects explained
to the headmaster, Mr Ken Tomlinson, what had been
going on.

“I gave him the a pamphlet, which he didn't appear

- to even read — but he was immediately angry and

told me to leave.

iy Ly

phlets

“When I told him that I had not been standing on -

school property and asked him what he intended to do
if I did not leave, he did not answer.”

Professor Lucia said pamphlets were also
tributed at Durban Girls’ High School — without inci-
dent.

Professor Lueia, who is the head of the music de-
partment at the University of Durban-Westville, said
there was nothing subversive about the pamphlet.

“We are trying to raise awareness of the very real
way in which the efiects of the Soweto uprising still
affect black pupils today.

“Through a piecture in the pamphlet of a teacher
speaking to a class of children of mixed races, we are
trying to promote the idea that nonracial classrooms
are perfectly acceptable and normal.” .

The pamphlet also features two poems written in

@ FROM PAGE 1.

memory of Hector Peterson, the first pupil shot by
police in Soweto on June 16 1976.
Mr Mike Ellis, MP, said, the action of the three

] prefects exposed the need for political education in
2 white schools.

Mr Eilis, Democratic Party MP for Durban
North, said that because of the lack of politicai

Political organisations on the Left and Right

il were aware that white schoolchildren “are totally
: politically naive”, said Mr Eilis.

: There was tremendous need for white children to

be exposed to a complete range of feelings and
attitudes — “and at the end of the day make up
their minds where they stand”.

But he did point out that the Conservative Party
tried to hand out pamphlets at a school in the
Transvaal recently. “and we criticised them”.

“We must be consistant in this regard. T do not
believe any political organisation sheuld use
schoolchildren as a means of easy distribution of

pamphlets.”

i - .
dis-

education among children, he understood why the
4 Pprefects had reacted as they did. '
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Union clam workers

About 19 workers were injured, one seriously, when
police took action against workers Jocked out of Dun-
lop Industrial Products’ Benoni factory yesterday,
says the Chemical Workers' Industriai Union (CWIU).
A union statement claimed that the police, called
. by management, had dispersed about 500 workers
outside the factory gates by beating them with sjam-

boks. Nineteen workers wer and one was
taken to hospital. i
The CWIU said the “illegal” lock-out appeared to

be connected to a dispute over worker demands for
the dismissal of a white worker who allegedly as-
saulted a union shop steward. Management allegedly
refused to take disciplinary action against the white
worker,

“CWIU members believe this to be racist and dis-
criminatory ‘treatment as many black workers have
been subjected to tough disciplinary action for much
lesser crimes,” said the union,

. Comment from Dunlop and the police was unavail-
able at the time of going to press.

@ The union said a strike by about 150 members at
Gillette (SA) in Springs had entered its second week.
The dispute céntred on the alleged unfair dismissal of
a shop steward.

Gillette managing director Mr John Ford said only
50 workers were on strike and that the dismissal of
the shop steward last October had not been unfair. Mr
Ford alleged that strikers had been threatening peo-
ple on company premises.

% Sash workers get t

1 l«ﬂ%‘\ . By Dawn Barkhuizen s
Deadth threats from an anonymous “Wit Wolf” Trave
geen received by Black Sash workers in the southern

ape M

Mrs Lu Harding of Knysna and Mrs Jili Dugmore
of George recently received letters saying “Death
;’w?fits you next” signed by and a depicting a “Wit

0 ”.

Both letters were postmarked Mossel Bay,

The women are active Black Sash workers and
have been involved in the fight against the relocation
of squatters of Lawaaikamp, George.

Mrs Harding will report the matter to the police
taday.
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Swoop on six
Sash women
. B

GRAHAMSTOWN — Se-
curity Branch and uni-
formed police swooped
on six women from the
Black Sash at the Gra-
hamstown Arts Festival
yesterday.

They ordered them to
remove placards calling
.for’an’end 'to apartheid,
group areas, the death
penalty, conscription,
- house arrest and deten-
domi oy T

Pollce have ‘main-
tamed a high profile here
since the festival began
last Thursday, .

However, residents and
visitors alike are aware
that bag-snatching and
mugging have been rife
during the festival,

'Two young women, at-
tacked outside the 1820
Settlers Monument, were
told by the police they
were not the first mug-
ging victims.

They were also told,
they said, that polite
were too busy to patrol
the unlit road between
the nearby Settlers Motel
and the monument.
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~Mrs Lu, Hardmg of Knysna and Mrs .hlI Dugmore'
iof: George recently "received- letters saying ‘fDeath
" awaits you next” sxgned by and a depmtmg a “Wit
WolPs: - \
Both letters were postmarked Mossel Bay. "
Thé women aré active Black Sash’ workers and
have been iitvolved in the'fight against the relocatlon
- ofisyiatters of Lawaaikamp, George. "
© Mr§ Hardmg Wlll report the matter to the police
v today 2 ;
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: By Mckeed Kotlolo,
Pretoria Bureau

The banning of the Black Sash
and the Transvaal Rural Action
Committee (Trac) in Bophutha-
tswana does not mean the end of
opposition to the violation of
human rights.

This was said by the two
South African-based human
rights organisations yesterday
after hearing that they had heen
banned from operating in Bo-
phuthatswana.

The banning order under the
Internal Security Act of 1979
was published in the homeland’s
‘Government Gazette on Friday.

Both organisations said in the
statement they saw the banning
as “a measure of how desperate
the Bophuthatswana authorities
are to sweep all grievances
under the carpet and stop peo-
ple from seeking help”.

“The Black Sash is a non-vio-
lent human rights organisation
responding to requests from
people seeking Justxce and a fair
hearing of their grievances. Our
work in Bophuthatswana has in-
- volved supporting people and

Sop opposntmfg

3

communities suffering in ‘a cli-.,
mate of oppression, particularl 3
as a result of their opposntlon ti \ﬂ
enforced incorporation into th
homeland,” the statement said, i

The statement said the organ”
isations were not responsible fol”
the’ creation of the condltmné’“
in the homeland but merely ex:"
posed them.

“In the final analysis it is thé®
South African governnienit!
which is the culprit in its failure
to recognise the human worth of"
the black people and its persiss
tence in treating them as pawn§
on a ridiculous checkerboard 01’b
its own design.

“Those who still belxeve thafﬂ
the homeland system is, a suc-
cess, particularly in Bophutha,~
tswana which boasts: a, bill o.f;
rights, should take a closer look
at the homeland’s record o
human rights violations. Th
events in Braklaagte an?’
Leeuwfontein had demonstrate
this amply.” '

"According to the banmng
order, the two organisations ent,
dangered or calculated to ey
danger the national secturity lg
the homeland. 2t
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ﬁ. .
- their  opposition 1o

. . - N ‘.
govemment has banned s BN AP n = a into the bantustan,
the Black Sash and the i i Bl s : “ .
. Transvaal Rural Action A = 8 B B S cn_mmﬁ_omn who  still

é the bantustan
-+ Committee from the system is a success -

Bifawn general secretary Tom Phalama,

bantustan. —r isati di rticularl ’ i

. RDIEN organisation responding particularly in y
The 1wo human rights _ i _By ISMAIL LAGARDIE — to requests from people Bophuthatswana, which
organisations have played  panneg under  the authorities rather than of  geeking justice and a fair  boasts a Bill of Rights -

3 major role in the
campaign against the
possible incorporation of

Leeuwf{ontein and
Brakiaagte villages into
the homeland.

A Bophuthatswana
government  spokesman
said the two groups were

bantustan’s  emergency
regulations published in
Bophuthatswana's
government gazeite on
Friday.

Black Sash yesterday
said the banning of their
group was an indictment
of the Bophuthatswana

the Black Sash.
bantustan's desperation to

spokesman said.
““The Black Sash is a
non-violent human rights

hearing of their
grievances.’ : .

“Qur work in
Bophuthastwana - has
involved supporting
people and communities
suffering in a pervasive

climate of oppression, .

particularly as. & result of

should take a closer Took
at the bantustan's track
record of human rights
violations,” v

“The. events in
Lecuwfontein, . - ang
Braklaagte in . amon"
weeks have demonstmated
this amply,”* g
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Homeland
“bans- Black

Sash pl‘Q]CCt |

JOHANNESBURG — The ban 1mposed yesterday
morning on the Black Sash and the Transvaal Rural
Action .Committee (Trac), a project of the Black
Sash, by the Bophuthatswana administration “is g

B .

-measure of how desperate the homeland authorities

are to“sweep all grievances under the carpet and
stop people seekmg help” the orgamsatlon ‘said. e

' In'a Government Gazette, Chief Lucas Mangope’§
administration outlawed Trac and the Black. Sash

- on the grounds that they “endangered national se}
.curity: and publie safety” All organisations linked

to. the two bodies aré also affected by the ban. E

Saying that they were a non-violent organlsatlonv
Trac, said their work in. the area, particularly 1n
Braklaagte and Leeuwfontein, involved supporting
people who suffered “under a pervasive elimate of
oppression, particularly as a result of their opposi:
tion fo enforced 1nc0rp0ratlon into the homeland”'

Ultlmately, Trac continued, the culprit in the

“whole scenario was the South Afrlcan gOVernment

which failed “to recogmse the human worth of black

} people, and persisted in treating them like. pawng

on a rldlculous checker board of its own demgn"J

The ban on Trac:s the latest in a series of b1tter-
wrangles between Trac and the two communities ori

one hand, and the Bophuthatswana authorities og

the other The crisis was sparked off by Pretorla 5

i decns’mn to incorporate the two territories into Bo-
‘phuthatswana on December 31 last year.: ;

Since. then, both commumtles have re51sted 1ncor-
poratmn -with sporadlc "clashes between security

forces .and the commumtles .on'July 1 ah orgy of

violence erupted 'at a nigss.meeting durmg whlch

.nine policemen and two civilidns were killed. —
. Sapa !
Lo
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By Kaizer Nyatsumb “C./

lack Sash — which, together with its
sub-commitiee, the Transvaal Rural Action
Committee, was banned in Bophuthatswana
tlus week -- has rejected the Bophutha-
tswana governiment’s latest accusation that
it had instigated the resistance of residents
of Leeuwfontein and Braklaagte to incor-
poration into the homeland.

In a statement issued to The Star, the
Bophuthatswana government's Secretary
for Information justified the homeland’s
banning ¢f the Black Sash and Trac, and
said their activities at Leeuwfontein and
Braklaagte were meant to endanger the
homeland's security.

UNKNOWN ORGANISATIONS

The Black Sash and Trac were “unknown
organisations in Bephuthatswana” and had
never  approached the Bophuthatswana
government “to introduce themselves and
to offer assistance to scttle the grievances
of the people of Lecuwfontein and Brak-
laagle”, the statement said.

Since the Black Sash was aware of the
incorporation of the two villages into Bo-
phuthatswana “for quite some time”, it

. - , ‘ [
rejects Bop govt's accusations

would have been proper for the organisa- J The organisation, she said, acted only in

tion to approach the Bophuthatswana gov-
ernment and offer assistance to solve the
people’s “grievances” there, the statement
said. )

“Instead, they have been working behind
closed doors to instigate revolt by the vil-
lagers of the two villages against the gov-
ernmeit.”

The refusal by Braklagte and Leeuw-
fontein residents to be incorporated into
Bophuthatswana emanated from a question
of chieftainship which had now been re-
solved, the statement said.

“The government of Bophuthatswana is
satisfied that the steps it has taken to ban
the two organisations {the Black Sash and
its sub-committee) in Bophuthatswana are
in the best inferests of not only the re-es-
tablishment of a peaceful climate in the
area, but also those of the state in curbing
the activities which were calculated to en-
danger the security of Bophuthatswana,"

In her response, Black Sash vice-chair-
man Mrs Ethel Walt said the Black Sash —
including Trac — was a human rights or-
ganisation committed to seeking non-vio-

response Lo requests for help from people
seeking redress of their gricvances.

Said Mrs Wall. “In this instance the
grievance was the enforced incorporation
into Bophuthatswana which had been vi-
gorously and repeatedly opposed by the
people (there) by every peaceful and lawiul
means available to them.

“As in all cases of this nature, we place
the matter in the hands of legal representa-
tives whom we then assist, while confinuing
to act as a support group for the communi-
ty.

ACTED OPENLY

“Any approaches to government, either
South African or Bophuthatswana, have
been made by the lawyers or the communi-
ties themselves. We have acted quile open-
ly and have never attempted to conceal our
involvement.

“In this context we emphatically reject
the accusation that this organisation has
been ‘working behind closed doors to insti-

- gate revolt by the villagers of the two vil-

lages against the government.”

.

lent solutions to problems.
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Y JOYCE HARRI
of the B]ack Sash

I cry for our Tand. What can be
done ahout a country whose heter-
ogeneous, unbalanced, prejudiced,
exploitative, fear-ridden history
has produced a situation where, on
the same day, the press can report
furious letters from a Nationalist
and two English-speaking South

Africans reviling the Five Free-

doms Forum meeting with the
ANC; thugs threatening to break
up a meeting of Jews for Social
Justice to hear a report-back of
that same meeting; a meeting be-
tween the Head of State and his
long-term prisoner, Mr Nelson
Mandela; and the Conservative
Party leader warning of a white
uprising if whites and blacks are
encouraged to get together?

There are so many crazy ano-
malies. A reform-spouting Gov-
ernment destroys shacks and pos-
sessions in Thokoza, leaving their
inmates in the cold; incorporates
communities into homelands
against their will, provoking them
beyond endurance into violent
reaction; breaks up peaceful
meetings and detains and restricts
community leaders who are seek-
ing to restore peace.

I harasses those who have spo-
ken to the ANC by searching their
premises even while it is reading
the writing on the wall and is it-
self seeking contact with other
African states.

The National Party has des-
troyed the economy, befouled race
relations with its policy of divide
and rule and, worst of all, bruta-
lised whole generations of our
young people, black and white, by

its determination to rea;}mwe

It has produced the likes of
Barend Strydom, who killed
blacks so indiscriminately and
wildly in Pretoria, reared as he
was on a diet of racial hatred.

How many more are there like
him and what will they do to
wreck any hopes there may be for
peaceful reconciliation in our
country?

The white backlash warned of
by Dr Treurnicht is a very real
danger, given the generations of
indoctrination of white suprema-
¢y and “swart gevaar”.

Now the National Party is hoist
with its own petard. It recognises
the need for change, but even its
own limited preseriptions —
strictly within its own framework
of separation and ethnicity — find
themselves on a collision course
with its own teachings,

Those who rail against contact
with the ANC on the precept that
it is a terrorist organisation fail
to recognise decades of structural
violence perpetrated by the State.

I do not believe that this ex-
cuses violence, though it does ex-
plain it. I do not helieve that good
ends can be achieved by bad
means.

But {0 castigate the ANC and at
the same time to support the Na-
tional Party is totally illogical.
The National Party cannot protect
the people from a danger it has
itself created.

It is not the NP that is offering
salvation. Neither is it the far
right white backlagh. Incredibly, it
is the measured tones of jailed
ANC leader Nelson Mandela call-
ing for dialogue between the Gov-
ernment and the ANC. together

left to talk

with the mass democratic move-
ment as “the only way of ending
viclence and bringing peace to our
country”,

He said: “I only would like to
contribute to the creation of a
climate which would promote
peace in South Africa.”

It is truly amazing that a man
who has spent the better part of
his life in jail, and who has been
denied the opportunity to inter-
act with his fellow-men or to use
his undoubted talents in the in-
terests of his people, should show
the statesmanship and tolerance
so sadly lacking in the leadership
of our country and its privileged
voters.

There is stili time for whites to
reassess the situation, to realise
that they can expect no salva-
tion from the Nationalists and
even less from the far right, and
to use the privilege of their votes
to give a clear indication that they
support the process of negotiation,
the creation of a climate to make
it possible and a just society.

However, this prospect seems
remote while they continue to re-
vile contact with the ANC whose
violence, though unacceptable, has
been relatively disciplined when
compared with that of the State.

Perhaps all we can do is cry
for our couniry, even though we
ourselves still have the space at
least to try to put things right.

It is the motivation that is lack-
ing, plus the capacity to see
through the apartheid-created
confusion to the fundamental
truth that we are all the same, we
are all South Africans, and we all
need each other.

(Written by J Harris, 4 Northk. Avenie, Riviera, Johannesburg



on segregated hospitals
TWELVE members of the Black Sash were ar-
rested today as members of the Mass Democrat-

ic Movement actively defied apartheid laws in a
campaign against segregated hospitals.

Among those arrested during a placard demonstration
was Johannesburg city councillor Mrs Judith Briggs.

Police public relations ofhcer, Captain Ruben Bloomberg, con-
firmed the arrests saying they were released on their own re-
cognisances.

Ms Judith Hawarden, chairman of the Black Sash Transvaal re-
glon, said the women were standing out of sight of one another
holding posters calling for an end to segregated health facilities.

Ms Hawarden was adamant that the protest did not constitute
an illegal gathering, saying it was a lawful picket. .

“This was an unnecessary show of force and a blatant attempt
at intimidation. We wili not be intimidated and will continue to
expose appartheid practices,” she said.

In Durban leading members of
the Mass Democratic Movement
assembled outside Addington Hes-
pital today to lead 13 busloads of .
protesting people..

Among those who arrived soon
after 9am were representatives
from the Congress of South Afri-
can Trade Unions, the United
Democratic ¥ront, the National
Medical and Dental Asseciation,
the United Committee for Concern
and the the Natal Indian Congress. |

The Black Sash members were
arrested in the Parkview suburb
of Johannesburg on the first day
of protests called by the MDM
against segregated facilities.

Ne other incidents were report- - - - -
ed, with Captajn Bloomberg saying hospital officials were going
about their duties as usual. '

Senior Congress of South African Trade Unions (Cosatu) offi-
cials have, meanwhile, begun tours of specific areas to gauge the
effect of the protest call. ‘ . o

Among them were Mr Cyovek Nc&cvu, cheirman of the UDF
Dr Farouk Meer, spokesniai. for the" DM, I¥r Mewa Rampgobin,
Mr Paul David of the f&%l,ease Mandels Campaign, Mr George
Sewpersadh, president ﬁ’g he NIC, and I1 DL Mji, chairman of ¢
Namda. i ‘ - '

The leaders started gathering before buses began arriving from
townships including Umlazi, Lamontville, KwaMashu, Inanda,
Kwadabeka, Clermont, Kwamakuta and Chesterville.”’

* The leaders said the “patients” would enter the hospital through
the whites only entrance on the beachfront and would seek tteat-
ment in an orderly fashion. :

Mrs Mariam Jagga, who is
in her late sixties and confined
to a wheelchair, was pushed
through the doors of the emer-
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gency registration wing by Mr
Ramgobin. *

While he pushed her in he
spoke to television cameras
and said: “I am now pushing
her through the doors which I
have been told are for whites
only.”

Mrs Jagga, who has a chron-
ic bone condition, was calm as
Press representatives sur-
rounded her and Mr Ramgobin
had to virtually push his way
through.

Admission card

She was then examined and
an admission card was being
processed without any incident.

The security guards at the
door did not try to stop them
and ushered in Mrs Jagga with
Mr Rampgobin and marshals,
who wore red bands around
their right arms, {o the exami-
nation rooms.

From early today security”
guards at the hospital took
their stations, some of them
with guns, while police and the
reaction unit patrolled the
beachfront in front of the hos-
pital every 15 minutes while:
plainclothes policemen kept
watch from across the street.

In the Peninsula hospitals
were on alert today but the sit- i
uation was quiet this morning,

Senior police sources said -
they did not expect more than

(Turn to page 3, col 8) )
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Women lamb

By Dawn Barkhuizen'

Strong action by police against
women who congregated to
march for peace in Pretoria on
Saturday has come under heavy
fire from women’s' movements
to the left of the Government,

Women were reacting yester-

' le

disperse people”!
A Black Sash Veteran,”DNis !
Sheena Duncan, was adamant
that it was the democratic right |
of each individual to pretest and
said women would not apply for |
permission for similar marches !
in the future. 1
Ms Joyce Hawarden, Black)

day following violence which Qgach spokesman for the Trans-

erupted at the Union Buildings ga—yaa] Repion who was present in
and in Church and Bloed streets.s:pretoriag, gaid: “The fggre_i,'sive E

The women, members of 292 attitude towards us by the po-:

movements under the umbrella
of Women Against Repression
(War), decided to march after a
banning order had been ob-
tained in court.

A Pretoria police spokesman
said at the weekend that on “one
occasion police used batons to

lice was quite extraordinary in,
the light of the fact that they!
banned the march because they :
did not want us to be hurt. :

“The police were the people s
who hurt us. It was disgraceful |
to baton-charge a group of!
peaceful unarmed women.” t
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LONG WAY TO GO ... The Black Sash held a placard protest at St George's Cathedral at
lunchtime yesterday. They stated that while President F W de Klerk had initiated the politics of

. hegotiation, they were very concerned about existing apartheid-Jaw: =~
Gt 7 fS Zlﬁ; 70 a . Plcture: BENNY GOOL
. S




Black Sash t@ -
reconsider its
role in new SA
THE Black Sash’s 30th annual con-
ference, to be held at Grahamstown
this weekend, will see delegates tak-
ing a long, hard look at the organisa-
tion and its role in the light of current
political changes sweeping the coun-
try. wilima 2|y -%(31q0

A representative of the Black Sash
said the Sash has always been 3
humanitarian organisation, but that
current developments may mean this
fole will have to be revised.

She also said there will be discus-
sion on whether the Sash, traditional-
1y an.organisation primarily of white
niiddle-class women, should broaden
its base. '

Another source said there might be
a strong feminist input at the confer-
ence that could push for more wor-
en's issues to be addressed. )

A statement of principles, known a3
the “draft mission statement”, which
was drawn up at the last conference,
held at Marian Hili in Durban last
' yeur, will also be redébated.

'Af thé weekend conference, four
papers will be delivered from reports
compiled from all the regions.

_This conference will also see the
election of a new Black Sash presi-
dent, a post which comes up for elec-
| tion every four years. Mary Burton,
the. present president, will not be
standing for re-election.

Annval elections of other office--
bearers will also take place. — Alba-

ny News Agency
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our campaign against the death
penalty was that of pro deo legal
representation.

Twenty-5ix people on death row
in 1988 were selecied as & sample
for research. Of these, 35 percent
had pro deo counsel,

Pro deo (for God) counsel is ap-
pointed where a person facing a
death penalty cannot afford a law-
yer. The Bar organises advocates on
a roster basis. They are paid by the
State (about R200 a day).

The research showed in trials
where pro deo counsel was used
that the length of the trial was dras-
tically sherter than in those where
private lawyers were hired. The
time, often indicative of the legal
team’s interest, was considerably
longer in political trials, with
90 percent of the funded political
trials lasting more than a month. In
comparison, most of the pro deo
trials'in the sample lasted less than
four days and 2 percent lasted a
day.

It is also relevant that 77 percent
of the families of those in the sam-
pie believed their relatives’ trials
had been unfair.

When asked; “Do you helieve that
judges make mistakes and that, de-
spite our system of legal appeais to
the State President, an innocent
man can be sentenced to death?”,
more than 91 percent of coloured
and black people and 87 percent of
Indians said “yes”.

A similar result was ohtained
when asked: “De you think black
people, are more likely to be sen-
tenced to death than white people
for the same crime?”

Mr Brian Currin, nationaj direc-
tor of Lawyers for Human Rights,
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A m;jor“prbblem 'identified dufingm

LAURA POLLECUTT, vice-chairman
of the Transvaal Black Sash, dis-
cusses the need to eliminate prob-
lems inherent in the present pro deo
system. The following are excetpts
from a speech ot the Black Sash no-
tional conference in Grahomsiown,

says the handicaps the advocale
faces include someiimes meeting
the client for the first time the day
befare the trial, having to cope with
suspicion from the accused, who
tends to regard the pro deo counsel
as a State advocate, and poor com-
munication between client and
counsel with regard to the proceed-

ings in generaém_(

Argument ge\g\(l()

Mr Currin says: “Each bar has a
pro deo committee, which is ob-
liged to provide the State with coun-
sel when an accused in an appropri-
ate case requests legal representa-
tion. In practice, only the most ju-
nior advocates put their names
forward,

“This has almost developed into
an ethic, After a couple of years’ ex-
perience, sometimes at the expense
of people who have hanged, his
name is removed from the list.”

The argument put forward for not
asking senior advocates to handle
pro deo cases js that it is difficult
io ask someone who is earning con-
siderable remuneration for his
hard-earned experience at the Bar
to work for the limited amount the
Government is prepared to pay.

Mr Currin, citing the service
ethos of the legal profession, does
not find this argument acceptable.
Nor does he find the excuse that

it
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these people are tied up in other
cases from which they cannot be
released a good ohe.

It seems there is consensus
among the legal fraternity that pro
deo representation should be ex-
tended to those facing long prison
sentences as well,

Another disadvantage to the pro
deo advocate is the lack of assis-
tance from an attorney.

Mr John Myburgh, SC, chairman
of the Pro Des Cornmittee of the
Johannesburg Bar Council, says
until recently an advocate’s respon-
sibility for a client ended after the
trial and this sometimes resulted in
the appeal and clemency applica-
tion being neglected,

This was a particular concern of
organisations working on the death
penalty, because in the past it had
resulted in people going to the gal-
lows without exhausting every legal
avenue. It was therefore good news
to learn that from now on the pro
deo advoeate will assume responsi-
bility for the entire procedure.

The Bar has made representa-
tions on numerc¢us occasions in the
hope of extending the service that
the State-funded Legal Aid Board
provides to pro deo cases. Recent
developments indicate their persis-
tence may be rewarded.

The proposed extension of the
service will also ensure that atfor-
neys will be paid to assist advocates
on capital erime cases.

it is rewarding to see that many
of the problems associated with pro
deo counsel are being addressed.
The system, however, is anything

- but perfect and a commitment from

the State to assist would be a major
breakthrough.
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Returning exiles Ray Alexander and Jack Simons » old friend Francis
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THE Black Sash epded its annual
conference in Grahamstown with a
clear commitment to continuing it in~
dependent role regardless of political
changes in South Africa.

According to newly-elected presi-
dent Jenny de Tolly, there had been
members who had asked whether the
prospect of political change would
mean that the Sash would disband.

“But listening day afier day to the
accounts of advice offices, and things
like pensions, there is a massive
amount of work to be done,” she
said.

“We are living in quite difficult and
dangerous times.” De Tolly said the
conference had been *“optimistic about
a possible political resolution, but
very cautious about the tremendous
amount of work that needs 1o be done
to construct a new South Africa,

“The fegacy that South Africa is in-
heriting, of so many years of dispos-

session, and particularly the last 40°

years of apartheid, is going 1o take a
long time to unravel.”

One of the campaigns to be em-
barked on will be one Iooking at what
dismantling apartheid really means.
It would aim at educating members,
and the white public as a whole, what
change would mean, and what was
involved in “redressing injustice”.

IReform or riot, the Sas
p{lgntjf of wor

lic

By FRANZ KRUGER

Outgoing president Mary Burton, in
her opening address, set the tone for
the conference by looking at length at
the Sash’s own role in the light of po-
litical changes. :

She said the Sash’s commitment to
non-racialism made the mass demo-
cratic movement “our patural allies”,
but its “commitment to democracy
and freedom makes us recognise 100
the value and the rights of other
groupings.”

The task of monitoring and protect-
ing human rights made absolute inde-
pendence essential. Members might
decide 1o belong to the African Na-
tional Congress, but the Sash itself
should remain independent, support-
ing issues rather than parties, Burton
said. .

There was a need not only for “first
generation civil and political rights”,
but also “second generation rights”
like social security, education and ad-
equate wages, as well as “third gen-
eration rights’ to peace, 2 healthy en-
vironment and opportunities for de-
velopment,

The conference also decided to
launch a campaign around black pen-
sions. — Albany News Agency
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- Transvadl | ‘Waomen {(Fed="
" traw). ' presidént’ :Sister-
Bernard Neube has urged

all ‘women - to; unite to

change: the, country~ R
‘At aiservicde - celebrat-

mg Intematlonal Wom-
y.." this. ‘week;

€ alled ) on'fSA’

opmewdn o

The ANC was called
upon to include women in
all structures which
would decide the coun-
try’s future.

Should.-the ANC ex-
clude women from its del-
egation to President F W
de Klerk for talks about
the country’s future, its
stance on  non-sexism
would be attacked.

Ncube referred to the
turmoil within the coun-
try and lashed out at the
killing of children.

“Mothers, let us march

to Katiehong and other -

areas and stop thosé {
senseless killings.

“Let. us put our. ener- |

gies to making this coun-
try.a better place to hve in’
today, not tomorrow.”

{t‘was time women
woke up to the reality that

“it’s not men who are go-
ing to make it happen for
us but ourselves”,

Adling Black Sash
member - Helen Joseph
was among the estimated
2000 pecple at the ser-
. vice held:'at -Wits' Great
Hall,

SACP stalwart and
trade-unionist Ray Alex-

: of.

Women must umte
to erode oppression
| and aim energies at
| lmprovements in SA’

exile last week, said wom-
en were the most exploit-
ed of the exploited, and
liberation lay in. their
hands,

Women were the fore-
runners’of the stryggle for
a non-racial, non-sexist
democratic South Africa,
and should step up protest
against injustices, she

said.

She and husband Prof
Jack Simon had hopped
from.one place to another
in exile because of ‘con-
stant threats" to their lives

%\l‘

Unite and change SA -
Sister Bernard Ncube

ander, who returned fromi

3130866 by agents of the

govermnent.

“We know we have not
come back to a free South
Africa, and we must start
mobilising the people to-
wards achieving freedom
in our lifetime.

“The country’s eco-
nomic crisis will not im-
prove unless our people
are totaly free.”

~Black Sash Transvaal
president Judith Hawar-
den said South Africd’s
women had a tradition of
resistance, and should en-
sure that they spoke with
a united voice and partici-
pated 'fully in all future

.decisioanaking vstruc-
tures.

The origin of Initerna-

" tional Women's Day can
- be traced back to the

15 000-strong women’s
march through New York

-in March 1909.

The women were de-
manding shorter working
hours, safe working condi-
tions, equal pay and the

right 1o voie.

A police attempt'to dis-
perse the demonstrators
turned into a “*violent
attack.
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Women's role in
hew South Africa im

-..n.q.. A

in the spotltght

THE role of women
both in the pregent situa-
tlon, at the negotlation
table and In the future
South Africa was under
the spotlight at an Inter-

national Woman’s Day

rally held at the Wits
Great Hall in Johannes-
burg.

All speakers called on
women 1o “‘commit them-
selves to finally achieving
the wvision® they had
longed 10 -see become
reality all their lives.

The rally was attended
by about 500 people
among them  veteran
political activist Helen
Joseph, Barbara Hogan,
the first woman political
prisoner to be released

from  prison, . Pauline’

Moloise, Benjamin
Moloise’'s mother and
Caroline Motsoaledl, wife
of Rivonia trialist Elias
‘Motsoaledi.

Ray Alexander, return-

ed exile and guest speaker -
at the rally, after dedicat-

ing a moment’s silence to
*“‘all comrades who have
fought for us to have a
democratic South Africa®
said she wanted to see, in

By SIZA KOOMA |

future. half the executive
of the ANC and all politi-
‘cal organisations being
made up of women.
Women, she said, were
the first to form a non-
racial orpanisation for a
non-racial and democratic
society in the country.

The Women’s Charter
which was formulaied by
the organisation, Fedsaw,
was later adapted into the
. ANC’s Freedom Charter
when it drafied its con-
stitution.

Their role in a future
South Africa should be as
symbolic and unifying as

' it was with the formation
of the organisation. .

““Women should con--
tinue to fight for jobs,
homes and scheools for

- their children, They must
dernand that all schools
be open for children of all
races’’, Alexander said.

She said the march by
American women in New

*York in 1909, to protest
long working hours and
unfair salaries, was also a

+ march to protest war.

v - She urged .women to

\\

fight violence as the
struggle in the country

R
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aso

was part of the struggle

for world peace. It was
the mothers who gave
birth to children and no
mother wanted to see her
child die, she said.

The Transvaal regional
chairman for Black Sash,
Judith Howarden,
women should make sure
their voice would be
heard in the formation of
new policies and a con-
stitution for the country.

She said they should
start first by insisting that
women representatives be
included in the delegation
that would sit for negotia-
tions with the State Presi-

dent,
“Women should en-

sure that issues like ma-
ternity benefits, shelter
and security, child care,
health and education,
which are all fundamental
to the growth of a healthy
society, are addressed in
the laws that are going to
be made,’”* Howarden
said.

Strong emphasis was
also ptt on the role that
women should play in the
present violence that has

said © !

unsettled homelands .and -

some townships in the
country.

Sisier Bernard Ncube
said it was urgent that
women take a resolution
to address the problems in
the- community and not
wait for more lives to be
wasted,

“Women should put
their energies together to
correct the wrongs in the
country today, not tomor-
row. Mothers should be
marked for their dif-;
ference as compassmnate'
people who help in times !
of trouble,”” she Ncube.

, She suggested that,
women march 1o trouble- .
torn areas and plead with
the communities there t0w

stop the violence.

—
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Sister Bernard Ncube
- L
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Black Sash wants troops
Lo o et 2B g R
returned to Mpumalanga

THEO RAWANA ([ |C )
THE Black Sash had asked President'¥ W de Klerk to i
redeploy troops in the Mpumalanga area near Durban to §
act as a buffer between the warring Inkatha and UDF
factions, his office said yesterday.

Durban chairman of the Black Sash Wendy Annecker
said last night the Black Sash had sent a fax, in con{une-
tion with its Maritzburg branch, in support of
{)eople’s requests after troops camped between the fac-

ions had been pulled out without warning about two }
weeks ago, Bjoavy 22§21 CP ;

Liaison deémty director in the President’s Qffice Kobus
Pieterse said a fax had been received from the Durban
branch, but there had been no reaction yet as De Klerk .
was still attending the Namibian independence celebra- }
tions, d

Annecker said locals saw the SADF as a better entity
than the SAP, which had a “foul” reputation in the area.

The Black Sash also requested the appointment of an
independent commission of inquiry into events in the
region.

The Black Sash took the step after community leaders
had visited its offices last Wednesday, with reports of the
community’s concern over the troops’ pullout. ‘
{JSapa reports five men were stabbed to death and one
man was injured in unrest-related incidents throughout
the country during the past 24 hours,

The SAP said in yesterday’s report from Pretoria that
a mob attacked and stabbed four men to death at Ezak-
heni near Ladysmith in Natal. Their bodies were then
doused with paraffin and set alight. .

In another incident in Natal, a man was stabbed to
death and another sustained a head injury ai Mpuma- |
langa when a mob attackeéd them, stabbing the 50-year-
old man to death and later injuring a second person when
stones were thrown and shots were fived at a private |
vehicle., .. L -

T @ Comment: Page 8
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memorative marches, rallies and: |
prayer services were organised, %’ ‘
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JENNY DE TOQLLY
. PR 23 131490
New Black Sash president Jenny de Tolly
(46) got involved in fighting for human
rights when she lived in Toronto from
1969 to 1981, She was pari of a small
island community which fought a long
battle against eviction. On her return to
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— A NEW DIRECTION

SA, commitruent to the Sash seenied a
natural extension of this concern.

Born and educated in Kimberley, Jen-
ny met her husband, Peter, at UCT where
both qualified as architects. They have
two adult children. The move to Canada
was to allow Peter to study further, The
couple also wanted to see what alterna-
tives the world had to offer.

Before being elected president, during
the past four years she served two years as
regional chair for the western Cape and
two as national vice-president.

De Tolly stresses that the Sash is pri-
marily a human rights pressure group.
The issue of political affiliation arises
periodically, but De Tolly is adamant
that the Sash wants to stay independent.

De Tolly sees her strengths as not being
afraid of change and the ability to get
people involved and motivated. She says
the Sash has always had two main func-
tions; to act as a political pressure group
and to provide services (its work relating
to pass laws made it famous).

While these remain core activities, the
Sash has to think a little harder about its
function. Says De Tolly: “‘Apartheid was
a very easy thing to be against. Now we
have to explore what we are for.”

P S T
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Bring in black” |
soldiers - Sash:

BLACK SADF troops should retumn to Mpumalanga,:
township in war-torn Natal, the Black Sash sa:d yester-:

day. ¢, 14/1‘5 qu_a EXE R

Backirig acall from its Natal Coastal Division for -
the return of black soldiers, the Sash said their presence
would provide desperately-needed protectlon. mamly to.

SChOIm ' }1% :2{1"}- v d5 it \:‘f}?q& ~"‘

‘Black " troops - were believed?: by’ ms:dems e of
Mpumalanga to be more xmpartlal‘
soldiers, the Sash added. "’ (B

g,

‘Res nts also know them to be more (mslwonhy
than the SAP and KwaZulu Police - whom they behcve
support the vigilantes.” ’ it

. There was also wndespread dlssatlsfaétnon wnth the
KwaZilu Police, and the Sash believed Natal should-’
have an *impartial peacckeeping forcg” ;<" gl

The organisation said an independent commlismn of
inquiry into-the Natal conflict was also galjed for,” ?w:th
the possibility of declaring Natal a disaster area.%&vhlch
may draw the required attention to the problems - Sapa

[T RRR————_———— R R
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Role for Sash in post-ap
New fighter |
for rights”;
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takes over’

By GILL TURNBULL

Staff Reporter

THE Black Sash’s role in de-
fending human rights will be as
vital as ever — even after
apartheid is dismantled, says
Mrs Jenny de Tolly, new na-
tional president.

Mrs De Tolly took office re-
cently when her predecessor,
Mrs Mary Burton, stepped
down after having served the
maximum period of four years.

Speaking on the eve of a irip
to the United States to deliver
a paper at a two-day confer-
ence in Boston, Mrs De Tolly
emphasised that “in a post-
apartheid society, as a human
rights monitoring organisation,
we will be as relevant as ever.”

“The legacy of over 300 years
of diserimmination, impover-
ishment and dispossession of
resources and land cannot be
unravelled overnight,” she said.

“Despite the fact that the po-
litical logjam is now breaking
down, the difference between
the haves and the have-nofs in
South Africa is the greatest in
the world — this is still very
much the ‘reality in peoples’
lives.

“It would be very nice to he-
lieve we will soon be a country
where human rights are no
longer violated — and if that
happened we’'d happily close
down.”

MORE UNDERSTANDING

Mrs De Tolly said that at a
recent national Black Sash con-
ference in Grahamstown con-
siderable time was spent dis-
cussing the dismantling of
apartheid.

“When you have 19 depart-

ments for pensions and 17 de-
partments for education how
do you streamline all that and
channel the money to make it
work?”, she asked.

Other matters that were giv-
en attention were the redress-
ing of injustices and the Sash’s
future alignments and affili-
ations with related organisa-
tions such as the End Conscrip-
tion Campaign (ECC) and the
Federation of South African

Women (Fedsaw) and the de-
tainees support groups.

Another important aspect
discussed was the question: Is
the Black Sash a women’s or-
ganisation or an organisation
of women?

“Traditionally we have not
focussed on women specifically
but on the broader rights of the
community and there is quite a
strong thrust in the movement
now to look at issues that spe-
cifically affect women.

“This could give a greater
degree of understanding of how
South African women are dis-
criminated against.

“South African’ women do
need {o discover their own po-
tential, for instance, how does
the land issue affect women be-
cause it is very seldom South
African women have land
rights?”

The Black Sash, which turns
35 this year, has about 2 200
members, and runs nine advice
offices in the main centres,

“At first the organisation
dealt mainly with influx con-
trol problems,

“Now that organisations like

the Legal Resources Centre
and the DPSC (Detainees Par-
ents’ Support Committee) offer
a fairly wide range of assis-
tance gur advice offices handle
problems relating to old age
and disability pensions, unfair
dismissals among unorganised
labour, unemployment and the
struggle for enough money to
survive.

Mrs De Tolly says Black
Sash workers witness at first
hand the pain apartheid laws
inflict on Black people.

“The Transvaal branch, for
instance, is dealing with com-
munities’ resistance to forced
incorporation into Bophuthats-
wana, although now that the
homelands are collapsing we
hope this will stop.”

“In Pietermaritzburg the Im-
bali Support Grou[i- was formed
after families in Imbali asked
white members to sleep in
their homes overnight as a
form of protection against both

attackers and the police.”

“In Natal, where the level of
violence is very worrying we
are monitoring funerals and at-
tending vigils every weekend.

SEEK ROOT CAUSE

Mrs De Tolly said the
churches were attempting to
play the role of facilitators in
the Natal conflict.

“We see our role as monitors.
Peace initiatives can only
come from the warring fac-
tions,” said Mrs De Tolly.

To the critcism from some
quarters that while Black Sash
pickets are commendable, they
are also “one-eyed” in lashing
out only at the government and

not at violence in the commu-
nity, Mrs De Tolly said the or-
ganisation’s focus had been “to
get at the root cause of the vio-
lence — the unjust laws that
cause the violence”.

Mrs De Tolly said the Black
Sash condemned every form of
violence.

“And necklacing, which after

artheid society

Picture: DION TROMP, The Argus.
Jenny de Toily ... a witness of pain

all is the outward expression of
intense frustration and very
real grievances, has done more
to harm the liberation move-
ment than anything else.”

Historically Black Sash
members have been house-
wives and retired women who
volunteered their time.

. “This is now changing. Dur-
ing the political uprising in
1985 we had a tremendous in-
crease in membership, particu-
larly younger, working, wom-
en.”

At home Mrs de Tolly is
mother of a son and daughter,
both students at UCT, and a
“lapsed” architect.

She is the wife of Cape Town
city planner, Mr Peter de Tol-
ly, also an architeet, and has
been a passionate Black Sasher
since 1981.

“In 1969, when we left (to live
in Canada) this country was in-
credibly repressive and like
most English-speaking whites I
felt irrelevant and frustrated.”
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born 35 years ago out of protest
against this Government’s destruc-
tive and retrogressive constitutional
engineering — the removal of the
coloured people from the common
voters’ roll,

Those Black Sash pioneers were
well aware of how this de-democra-
tising process would pave the way
for the Nationalist regime {o en-
force an ideclogy repugnant to
more than 90 percent of its citizens.

The Nationalists' reign of racial
oppression has continued almost un-
abated for more than 40 years and,
while recognising and commending
the important changes President
F W de Klerk has introduced and
the ‘process of negotiation upon
which he has embarked, South Afri-
cans perhaps need to be reminded
of his party’s dismal track record.

Spying allegatiens

We welcome the decision to in-
vestigate the Johannesburg City
Council spy allegations and though
obviously pleased with it and other
investigations which are exposing
the manner in which South African
citizens’ lives were being monitored
by secret bureaux and the like, we
are amazed at the manner in which
all those in Government and many
of its supporters are feigning sur-
prise and disbelief at the existence
of such organisations and activities.

It was not surprising for the
Black Sash to discover that it was
being monitored by the Johannes
burg City Council. It, and many
other organisations, were well
aware of the State Security System
which ran parallel to all forms of
Government for many years. This

v "

‘Nats’ dismal fécord remain

The Black Sash is an organisation -

LAURA POLLECUTT, vice-
chairman of the Transvaal re-
gion of the Black Sash, writes
that the National Party must

bear responsibility for its past.

I»ﬁf“'ll R g
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was refused on grounds that-securi-
ty was a highly secretive issue. Mr
Leon, however, did not accept this
?nd sought legal opinion on the mat-
£r,

Race superiority

system, which Mr de Klerk last
year ordered to be dismantled, was
structured to ensure spying could be
done on all levels, '

Consisting of about 20 tiers, there
was one tier which defined its area
of operation as that of the local mu-
nicipality. Apart from paid inform-
ers, we have no doubt there were
others who were encouraged to spy
in “the interests of State security”.

Close examination of the method
of operation of the State Security
System reveals it would seem to
have relied on co-opting civilians
into structures such as Joint Man-
agement Centres, Local Manage-
ment Centres and Community Liai-
son Forums.

Sowing seeds of hatred and dis-
trust through propaganda at all
levels {wives of Johannesburg City
Councillors were invited to a securi-
ty briefing at which a policewoman
lectured and videos of township vio-
lence were screened, for example)
the then militarised State en-
couraged and possibly we suspect
applauded the actions of individuais
who would do their dirty work for
them.

In fact, the whole State Security
System smacked of McCarthyism at
its worst.

In November 1987 the then PFP
Councillor Mr Tony Leon attempted
to get the National Security Man-
agement System debated in the
Johannesburg council. The debate

i

Finally, -after a long battle, a de-
bate did take place in April 1988.
Not much more was revealed and
the council’s answer to Mr Leon’s
protestations to the system were
counteracted with the argument
that it was an alternative to Marx-
ism.

Mr Leon says the opposition knew
the budget for security was high,
but could not get access to the
breakdown.

A minority regime intent on pres-
erving the Superiority of one race
above all others could not and can-
not contribute to an open and free
society. The reporting of contraven-
tions of the Group Areas Act is an
excellent example of how this State
is not only epcouraging the spying
on and reporting of neighbours but
actually endorsing it.

Once again we in the Black Sash
applaud the different moves Presi-
dent de Klerk's Government are ini-
tiating in the interests of a demili-
tarised and open society.

However, if we sound a little cyn-
ical, it is because we remember it is
these very same people who are
wringing their hands in horror right
now and calling for inguiries left
right and centre, who implemented
National Party policy for 40 years
and collaberated on every level to
maintain the status quo.

Their supporters generally must
also carry some of this collective
responsibility.

—fxm




THE Johannesburg Civic
Centre became a hive of
conflict  yesterday as
counciilors threw insulls
at each other and pick-
elers protested against the
recently exposed  city
council spy ring.

About 30 members of
the Black Sash gathered
outside the building at
1pm to greet councillors
arriving for the council
meeting  with  placards
reading: ‘‘We dida’t elect
you 1o spy on us’”
“‘Rates are for roads, not

Comthen 2 390

for spying™ and *‘Venter
ntust resign.”’

Some councillors
drove past expressionless,
while others shouted out
their support for the pick-
et.

Inside the council
chamber, two members of
Idasa  unfurled posters
reading **What are you
afraid of7**

They were immediate-
ly ushered out of the
chamber by security offi-
cials, but an argument
ensued outside over

whether
remain

they  could
in the chamber
without the posters. The
two were let back in.

Minutes later, another
argument arose between a
Black Sash member and
security officials over
whether the proup of
women could come into
the chamber. They were

alse allowed in after
giving assurance they
would behave in an

“‘orderly’"manner,
Representatives of the
Five Freedoms Forum

distributed an open letter
among the media in the
chamber, rcading: *'We,
the Five Freedoms Forum
express our strongest dis-
approval and anger at the
City Council's secret in-
vestigations _into our afg

fairs."" @ ”C
“We hand 2
explanation of  why

ralepayers’ money was
misused in this way and

" why we were singled out

for investigation,” the let-
ter read.
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BLOEMFOD {TEIN - The degree of violence
that had spt read to the rural areas was a vio-
lence rcaus ed by the frustration of poverty
and wnem ployment, Professor Francis Wil-
son of thrz department of economics at the
Univeersit.y of Cape Town told the 54th con-
fererice rof the National Council of Women of
Sou'cth A frica in Bloemfontein yesterday.
" The s,heer degree of armed robbery, assault,
rapie, vvife and child-battering and incest were
part of. the product of an intolerable position.
= Sickness in society
oo What was being witnessed at present was the
degree to which this violence was manifesting it-
“self in the rural areas of South Aifrica,
. Professor Wilson said one could not point to
cultural differences in this respect. This was the
visible manifestation of a deep and underlying
sickness in South African society. These were the
realities with which black South Africans were
faced, particulariy if they were poor.
: Poverty could not be reduced to a single num-
.| ber or statistic. The consequences of the mi-
*| grant labour system also had the effect of impov-
erishing the rural areas. There had not always

. S aeZ
y, jobl

been terrible poverty in the rural areas.

The anti-black urbanisation policy had had two
consequences. It had the effect of freezing housing
in the urban areas when the natural popula-
tion growth required more houses. The other,
more serious, consequence was that those who
were pushed off the farms by improved technolo-
gy were not allowed into the cities. The only
places they could go to were the reserves, which
were already overpopulated.

Professor Wilson said poverty was not only a
South African problem. However, the rate at
which people were coming on to the labour mar-

ket was preater than that at which jobs were .

being created. This was a new phenomenon in SA.

Since 1975, South Africa had, as a result of pop-
ulation growth, lost its capacity to generate suffi-
cient jobs, =

There was a need for economic growth, but
SA did not have the type of political stability that
the rest of the world required for investment.

Professor Wilson said the new motto skould be
“Growth through redistribution”. .

It was a process that required political legiti-
macy. If South Africans were concerned about
poverty, then a necessary condition to deal with it
was a redistribution of political power, — Sapa.

Professor Wilson ... The poor
must get a real share in South
Africa’s political process.

Women {
o ‘{{‘H‘lﬂny 15

South Africans have been told to |
view of the “setbacks and mass
ments” which are inherent in any
the rebuilding of a divided country

Miss Isabel Direko, first womai
ed as principal of a high scho
State, delivered the Bertha Solo
Lecture on “From Fear to Hope
lenge” at the National Council of 3
al conference in Bloemfontein last

“Let us face the future in a sg
difference,” Miss Direko told the
accept there are differences betws
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Professor Wilson .., The poor

BLOEMFONTEIN — A national
survey into informal edueation
and how It can be extended
should be undertaken by the Na-
tional Council of Women of
South Africa, the organisation’s
vice-president, Mrs Daphne
Hansen, told the 54th conference
in Bloemfontein yesterday.

More emphasis should also be
placed on “getting together”
with other race, ‘language and
religious groups to discuss fears
and problems.

Mrs Hansen said race prob-

must get a real share in South| lems should be worked out of
people’s thinking so there could

Africa’s political process.
| Women

be a better understanding.

In the investigation into infor-
mual education, information
should be obtained as to where
schools were not used to full ad-
vantage and NCWSA branches
should become involved in liter-
acy trajning and the teaching of
practical skills.

Mrs D Hohne of Bloemfontein
said education had been reject-
ed by black and white children.

Simple skills

The quality of education had
become a big problem and black
children felt their certificates

Yo {ylq08y m

South Africans have been told to take a balanced
view of the “setbacks and massive disappoint-
ments” which are inherent in any programme for
the rebuilding of a divided country.

Miss Isabel Direko, first woman to be appoint-
ed as principal of a high school in the Free
State, delivered the Bertha Selomon Memorial
Lecture on “From Fear to Hope: Today’s Chal-
lenge” at the National Council of Women's nation-
al conference in Bloemfontein last night.

“Let us face the future in a spirit of creative
difference,” Miss Direko told the women.“Let us

A needs ‘new perception’ -

er than a difference between groups ...”

What was needed more than ever in South
Africa was a new perception, a new way of look-
ing at problems, relationships and people. South
Africa needed a new force of negotiation which
took heed of one side of the coin while working
earnestly to forge the whole piece.

The ANC, as an element in the negotiating pro-
cess, had to he sensitive to the struggle in which it
shared the same goals for which many had died.
At the same time its leaders had to work unstint.
ingly at reworking the rhetoric of the past to ad-
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‘Get together with other races:/religions’

were not worth much.

Mres Kllznbuth Nol of Port
Elizabeth said NCWSA should
increase its communication
across various groups and con-
tinue with its efforts to train
people for a better life.

There should be an effort to
teach simple skills, even at the
pre-school level. .

Mrs Nel said there was a need
for humility among the whites
in “approaching our friends who
are blacks”.

Shé stressed the importance
of helping people to learn Eng-
lish, because as the various
groups developed in South Afri-
ca they would need some know-|
ledge of the language.

- More white people needed to|
join Educare and there was a
need for more literacy classes |
and other training programmes, |

The Government had to be|
pressurised for more and better
education, facilities should be
shared and TV education should
be appropriate to the group
which it was directed at.

Mrs Joan Laubscher, also of
Pretoria, said greater eifforts
should be made to work with

dressing the new issues of reform and white
fears. .0 l

local authorities, — Sapa.

accept there are differences between people rath-
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By Winnie Graham

bread” is more than _an idle
prayer for the people of Wag-
-] plek.

At this squatter camp on the
edge of Siyathemba, the black’
residential area of Balfour, just
an hour’s drive from Johannes-
burg, several families have been
left destitute because their

breadwinner has been jailed for

90 days — for failing to pay site
rent to the local Siyathemba
committee.

One of the women is a grand-
mother, Mrs Jemina Miya. She
was close to tears when she
spoke,

Her son was in jail, she said,
and she had no money with
which to buy food. She and her
grandchild lived on handouts
from the neighbours.

“We are hungry,” she added.

Her life has never been easy,
but when her 35-year-old son
was home he, at least, had & job
that provided money for their
daily bread.

“He earned R6 a week as a
gardener,” she said through an
interpreter. "It was not much,
but it was something.”

Now her sen is in jail: im-
prisoned until June because he
did not have money to pay the
rent for the site on which the
family has built their smail
shack.

-Move

There are about 1000 shacks
at Wagplek. Many of the people
there are the “overflow” from

the township where no suitable

accommmedation has been made
available in years.

Initially the people built their
shacks on land bordering Siyath-
emba, but in 1987 they were told
by the town committee to move
to the sites where they are now.

It was agreed Wagplek would
be just that: a place to wait until
the town comimittee could make
alternative accommodation
available.

In the meantime, the commit-
. tee agreed to provide minimat,
services: water  and refuse and
nightsotl rerfioval. For this the
peopie had to pay R15 a month.

Many squatters in the area,
however, do not have jobs and
cannot afford the rental.

To make matters worse, they
claim the services are inade-
quate; Water is often cut off and
nightsoil has to be buried be-
cause it is not removed.

In January this year several
residents of Wagplek received
summonses for service charges
and levy arrears from the
Siyathemba town committee.
AL On March 28 two residents

“Give us this day our daily' - Wagplek: a p].ace Of\

waiting for handouts

Sy P 0
2 5y I

" Mrs Jemina Miya's precarious existence in a shack af Wagplek is in
ieopardy. Her son, who earned Ré o week as o gardener, hos been
ailed for 90 days clong with severa} other breadwinners hecayse

they cannot afford to pey the site rent to the local avuthority that

contrals the squaiter comp.

were jailed for 90 days for the
non-payment of debt and will be
freed only if the amount owing,
plus costs, is paid in fuil.

Jailed -

A spokesman for the Black

Sash, asked to help, said in one

case they knew the amount
owing was R73 plus cests and in

. apother R40G5.
“~The residents of Wagplek,

howevér, point out that several
people have heen jailed since
the crackdown on non-payment
of rentals. “

-But, while a number of bread-
winners will be "away” until
June, their families are reluc-
tant to complain 'because they-
are afraid ‘they wjll be forced
out of their homes. -

One woman, the mother of

- ning, has to support her family

on R50 a month (the wage she
receives working for a local In-
dian family). :

Her husband, jai!ecf '-pecaiuse

® Picture by Winnis Graham,

he owed the Siyathemba com-
miitee money, brought home
R80,16 a week.

A mother of four, whose hus-
band earned R50 a week making
bricks, is also without a bread-
winner,' [

She says her husband has been
Jjailed for the same reaspn.

“We have no money but my
friend shares her food with us,”
she said. ‘

‘,,?4
. “Fortunately her husbgn has

ajob” v A
In the meantime, the Siyath-
emba Town Committee hag
made a new area availabig}to
the squatters. N B
Water pipes and sewage faci-
lities are being laid on but! to
date, there have been no takers.
A member of the Wagplek
Committee, Mrs Mavis Mayaiza,
said the sites could be boiight
for R450 or R600 apiece, |
“But there are not many
squatters who can afford to pay
for them,” she added,
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Political Reporter

As renewed fighting broke -
out in strife-torn Natal yes-

terday, unrest monitoring
roups warned that the prov-
ince’s black townships were

that the police were losing
control.

Democratic Party offices in
Durban and Maritzburg, the
areas hardest hit by the violence

which has left hundreds dead -

_and thousands homeless, report-
ed increased tension yesterday.
The DP MP for Greytown, Mr
Pierre Cronje said: “The percep-
tions are that even the army
cannot save the people and if

this is so we are faced with full-

scale anarchy.”
" Upsurge

Monitors said the conflict had
moved from Edendale cutside
Maritzburg, = where  police
backed by troops had managed
to contain the conflict, to Mpu-
malanga near Hammarsdale,
the hillsides around Durban and
kwaMakhuta near Amanzimtoti.

A DP spokesman in Maritz-
burg attributed the upsurge in
violence to yesterday's

stayaway, organised by Cosatu
and the United Democratic
Front, and impatience by thou-
sands of refugees to go back
home.

Unrest monitoring groups es-

on the brink of exploding and timated the total number of ref-

ugees currently being housed at
churches and community halls
in town centres at about 44 000,

“Every available hall is
packed to capacity,” a DP
spokesman in Durban said.

Mr Richard Fowler, convener
of the Displacee Relief Commit-
tee — a committee of an ad hoc
crisis group of about 30 organi-
sations -~ said about 14 600 refu-
gees were being given shelter at
10 centres in Maritzburg alone.

An estimated 4000 refugees
have moved intoe Durban’s cen-
tral business distriet, The Star's
Own Correspondent reports.

Durban City Police, Durban
Central Residents Association
and the Black Sash estimate
there are about 800 people,
mainly from Umlazi, who have

moved on top the beach front; an-:

other 800 at Durban station; 400
at the Ecumenical Centre; 350
have joined the growing band of
street people; 300 in the War-
wick Avenue Triangle; 210 at

B i

hips ‘on

the Expo Centre, 200 at the
. Berea Road station; 200 at the
Centenary Road bus terminus

and another 800 on vacant lots
in the district. . .

Black Sash chairman Mrs
Wendy Annecke said an urgent
a{)peal had been launched for
clothing, food, medicines, blan-
kets, foam rubber mattresses,
soap, towels and nappies.

On Sunday night 210 women
and children who escaped from
kwaMakhuta spent the night at
Medwood Gardens, opposite the
Durban City Hall. The women
and children left the township in
minibuses after fighting broke
out at the weekend.

Outburst

The Black Sash and the Cen-
tre for Adult Education at the
University of Natal in Maritz-
burg said the death toll was
much higher on the side of the
Cosatu/UDF/ANC and most ref-

“ ugees belonged to that alliance
and not Inkatha.

Chief Buthelezi’s movement
angrily denied the allegation as
“just another wild outburst of

unsubstantiated claims”.
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Middle gro

There are many strawg in the wind
these days and they are all blowing
in different directions. The political
scene 1s so confused that it Is difii-
cult indeed to discern trends, op-
tions, directions. Yet it is vital to do
so in order to be able to take con-
structive action.

Contrary to all expectations, it -

seems that we now have the ex-
traordinary phenomenon of the
Government and the ANC occupy-
ing the middle ground. They do this
not because they share common be-
liefs or ideologies, but because they
are willing to negotiate an accept-
able future and are showing surpris-
ing flexibility, tolerance and wil-
lingness {o compromise.

When Mr Mandela was released,
one nursed the irrational hope that
his history, his ability and his un-
doubted stature would somehow
make it possible for him to over-
come all cbstacles, contain his con-
stituency, and be permitted to rise
ahave it in order to achieve the
miracie of peace, negotiation and an
end to violence. Obvlously this was
-asking too much of any one man,
but he has certainly tried.

So h.as Mr de Klerk, from where
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ANC, Nats both have
ability to compromise

-

JOYCE HARRIS of the Transvaal region of the Black Sash

argues the need for the middle ground in South African

politics to be strengthened to achieve a just society s soon as
possible,

he stands. Both leaders have taken
enormous risks with their consuy-
tuencles, the results of which are
demonstrated by the osmosis of the
middle ground towards the pert-
pheries, The PAC appears to be con-
solidating. Violence it Natal Is esca-
lating and spreading to other areas.

The hideous necklace has sur-
faced once again. The security
forces gometimes appear to be out
of control. The right wing is stealing
arms from the Alr Force and

threatning to go for the throat of the -

ANC and the National Party is
bleeding. The creatlon of the middle

ground has not been without risks,
These remain and will be aggra-
vated for as long as the middle
ground is unable to consolidate it-
self, control its constituencies, and
ghow tangible, constructive resuits.
The- fleld in the middle is fertile
— the Government, the ANC, busl-
ness, Cosatu, the UDF, Nactu, the
DP, liberals and their crganisations,
Inkatha — all those whe have pro-
fessed a preference for negotiation
and peace.
' Lumping these disparate consti-
tuencies together in the middle
round may require a double take.
hey appear to be odd bedfellows,
But the scenario Is very different
from that which has prevailed dur-
ing all the years of National Party
rule and the ideclogy of apartheid,

There has been a very real shift
in the political configuration and it
must be recognised.

It may be difficult indeed for all
such parties and organisations to
co-operate. It will probably go en-
tirely against the grain for many of
them. But each has its supporters,
Each has its policies. Each has a
stake in the future of this country,
and each ean help to swell the mid-
dle ground and make it prevail,
stopping the leak to the peripheries.

If the process is allowed to re-
verse itgelf, if the leak is in the
opposite direction and the radical-
ism, or the reaction, or the violence

;f the periphery are allowed to

'

spread and permeate the middle
ground, the result can only be an-
archy, bloodshed and disaster, .

The middle ground will need to do
more than woo its supporters to
prevent the leak. It will have to deal
firmly with all the chaos being
created on the periphery, It will
have to find a way of handling the
violence in Natal and elsewhere, a~
violence which is becoming increas-
ingly mindiess and which feeds upon
itself. Somehow this will have to be
defused and the perpetrators court-
ed with attractive alternatives,

The existence of a strong middle
ground of co-operating constituen-
cies wiil help, by offering positive,
visible alternatives and hope for an
eventual solution of all the prob-
lems. But It will have to act urgent-
ly and with flrmness and strength,
intervening physlically to put a stop
to the horrors that are being perpe-
trated and to exereise control,

None of this is easy. But the alter-
natives are “too ghastly to contem-
plate”, T L

The middle ground must win, The
periphery must be controlled and
absorbed, so the contribution to the
middle ground becomes increasing-
ly bread.

Everyone has a part to play to
strengthen the middle ground, and
all of its constituencles must eo-op-
erate so that negotiations can pro-
ceed with the least possible delay
and positive steps can be taken to
stop the rot, quell the appetite for
violence and get on course towards
alfuture acceptable to all our peo-
ple. :

All those constituencies compris-
ing the middle ground, actually or
potentially, should stop their poli-
ticking and go for the achievement
of a just society for all as peacefully |
as possible. Only then can their var-
ious agendas be brought into play,
to be argued and not fought over.
'tIl‘ll;e future of the country demands

3.
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[ ! Students, staff and members of
i | Black Sash and Five Freedoms
|} Forum held a placard demonstra-

{ tion outside Witwatersrand Uni-

v versity today to commemorate the

iii .| anniversary of the murder of Dr

1 David Webster. v :

It is a year ago tomorrow that
Dr Webster was gunned down out-
side his home in Troyeville.:

The Union of Democratic Uni-
versity Staff Associations (Ucusa)
organised the demonstration and a
commemorative lecture on “Truth
and Justice in South- Africa’,
which will be delivered in the Uni-
versity Great Hall tonight by Pro-
fessor Andre du Toit of the Uni-
versity of Cape Town. 'I», . .

“We dre demonstrating against
the murder of Dr Webster and the
fact that this crime has never been
solved by police, in spite of the
fact that apparently the evidence
has heen there and available,” said
Udusa spokesman Mr Jan Moll, -

. He said the events of today were
organised a week ago and before
the dramatic naming of Mr Paul
_de Swardt, a-former SADF ser-
i geant, by spy Johannesburg City
Council spy handler, Mr Hannes
Gouws, as tlp alleged killer of Dr
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il Webster. '

African Jazz Pioneers, a group |
- with which Dr Webster was tlose-
ly associated, as well as’the per-
formance of a play, “The Coat”, -
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" The academic lecture ‘tonight '
will be followed by music by the |
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> s D R e Thirty-five years ago the Black Sash i

i i T
AR e S e (53 Nw was formed when six women in
LS ehatue Johannesburg’s northern suburbs
R £l opposed the removal of coloured !
) peaple from the voters roll. Now the

organisation boasts a steadily grow-
ing membership of more than 2 000,
SHEHNAAZ BULBULIA reports,

ATy

S
i

Silent women draped mn black sashes

standing zlong Jan Smuts Avenue in
© Johannesburg 1n the early mormng, dis-

playing posters crying out agamnst injus-

tice — that’s perhaps the best-known way

tn which the Black Sash protests agamnst
- apartheid :

Few reahse, however, that thts orgamsa-
nen’s activiiies run far deeper and its mem- -
bers have assumed & key role In exposing *
human rights abuses nationally and interna-
tionally, says founder member Jezn Sipelair
who, along with people such as Elizabeth
McLaren and Helen Newton-Thompson, found
It necessary to establish a buman rights-moni-
toring orgamsation in the country,

“The Black Sash has done tremendoas work
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- wmpnm_np%%m_wmww MHMMM ﬁwﬁ% mwom_ﬂww.m_mwﬂm:%ﬁmﬂ Conscience for a socety . .. women with black sashes draped oround them, picketing silently
xR contizue to do so.” Ms Sinelair MmE ageinst human nght abuses and facing police arrest, have become o famihar sight in Seuth
2 q . Africa.

Transvaal regional chairmar of the Black
Sash and active member for 10 years, Judith k
Hawarden, deseribed the shifis in the orgam- _ _
sation over the years as “gigantic”. H

The strides the Black Sash had taken n
exposing human rights abuses was noted by
ANC leader Nelson Mandela on the day of his
release when he commended the Black Sash
for “keeping the flame of freedom alight in the
white communty n the dark years”.

Ms Hawarden said: “Sirce the birth of the
organusation when the coloured people were
removed from the voters roll, we resclved to
play a more determimng role in the future of
South Africa and to protest against any injus-
tiees regardless of colour, race or creed af-
fected by it.”

Front-line position

Asked why the Sash had taken a decision not
to affilate to any orgamsauon. Ms Hawarden
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: said the orgamisation was commutted to expos- et a L e
! ing all human nights abuses and would con- Reaching out . .. The Black Sash's concern with the erosion of human rights has led to the
o tinue 1o do 50 even In 2 post-apartherd state. establishment of advice offices. Here Letty Lekaba consults Black Sash adviser Uli Albrecht.

“At our national conference, we afiirmed
that we are a human nights orgamsation — we “Becanse we are white, we have certainly women were affected, she added.
are not interested only in first-genetation been less harassed We tried to use this space A sigmfrcant change 1 the membership of
rights, that is, the right to vote. We have com- to expose repression. We were forced to get the Sash from uts early years had been the
mitted ourselves to the pursuance of a human into the front-line to face the police with theiwr influx of younger working women It had re-
rights culture for all and we can enly do so teargas and whips We did this because we had cruted members from all over the country.
without being affiliated to any ergamsation » to respond to events n the country " Ms Hawarden said she beheved that the
With the entrenchment of apartheid m all And keeping up with trends in the country reason for the steadily increasing number of
spheres of life, the Sash shifted its low-profile is sti)] very much 2 part of Sash strategy. younger women joining the orgamsation was
stance to assume a front-line position in ex- Ms Hawarden said the orgamisation’s mayor the wmmﬁ.n of years of hard work 1n addressing
posing all aspects of apartheid, from deten- focus for the corming year was the dismantling the pohitical problems facing South Afncans.
tions and forced removals to education, wark- of apartheid, and the issue of land and its re- The Black Sash's work was not aumed at
ers’ rights and the housing shortage, she said. distribution . helping people to kive more corfortably 59
Ms Hawarden attributed this shift partly to The organtsation’s membership still consist- apartherd but to make them aware of their
the United Democratic Fronts formation in ed mainly of white Enghsh-speaking women. rtghts. Thete were numercus Sash offices dot.
the eariy '80s, and the subsequent banning of “We have a number of black women and ted all over South Africa dealing with al] types
organisations and increased State repression. even men, byt becanse of the Group Areas Act of problems, which were exposed nationally
Beng a predominantly wiute orgamsation, we’ve found it was pracucally easier to work - and internationally, she said. .
X AL Qe 1 A it was not as hard-hit by repression as were in the white commumties, The Black Sash be- @ Originally known as The Women's Defence
" N - - P— extra-parliamentary black organisations. This lieves ids role 1s to inform and educate whites of the Constitution League, the orgamsation
Standing for justice . .. Bluck Sash members resolved 35 years ago fo play a role in the future of Sauth Africa space afforded the organisation access to re- about the lives of blacks in thus country.” was named Black Sash by the media becavse
and 1o pratest ageinst any injustice. In one of the first profests, in 1956, a Black Sash member stands at the search and enable it to expose those suffering . The Black Sash was not a ferninist organisa- of its logo, which depicts the SA constiution
2L entrance of the House of Assembly in Cape Town as Prime Minister Mr J G Strijdom walks by. under apartheid laws, Ms Hawarden said. tion but 1r all of rts work 1t addressed how with a black sash of mourning draped over :m
- \ - : M
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IT is late at night when the
telephone rings.

Someone answers.

At first there is silence
... an unnerving silence.

Then: “We're going to get
you, you dirty Jew-boy” ...
“We know you're alone” .
“Your father’s a commu-
nist.”

On the other end of the
line is Clive M Chipkin. He is
a Johanneshurg architect
and a co-founder of Archi-
fects Against Apartheid. He
is also a member of the Five
Freedoms Forum (FFF).

Target

Unknown, however, to Mr
Chipkin is that the FFF is a
specifie target of the Johas-
nesburg City Counncil spy
ring. What he also does not
know is that the names of
certain FFF officials had
also gained the attention of
another sinister body — the
secret South African Defence
Force unit known as the
Civil Co-operation Bureau
{CCB).

And neither he nor the
FFF were aware of the ex-
tent of the spying, which in-
cluded obtaining the ground-
plans of the homes of many
activists, including FFF
members.

The telephone calls to Mr

Chipkin, one preceded by
heavy breathing and office
background noises, are ex-
amples of a reign of harass-
ment meted out to FFF
members over the past three
years. Here is Mr Chipkin’s
story:
@ March 1987 — Several
phone calls in the early
hours. Parkview police sta-
tlon notified.

@ April 7 1987 — Phone call
at 11.45 pm. Heavy breath-
ing. Background voices.
Again, police notified.

® July 25 1987 — Phone call
at 7.30pm to inquire if the
number was the Chipkin resi-
dence. Followed by abrupt
rudeness.

Later, an English-speaking

caller says: “We’re going to
get you.” (Mr Chipkin’s first
name, Clive, and the names
of his two sons were used).
® July 26 1987, 6 pm — Afri-
kaans voice: “We know
you're alone.” Click.
@ August 3 1988, Spm —
“Your father’s a commu-
nist,” a caller tells Mr Chip-
kin’'s son, Ivor, who was
alone at the time.

Tke menacing messages of
the late-night callers form
part of 2 wider and seem-
ingly calenlated campaign to
disrupt and demoralise offi
ciails of the anti-apartheid
group.

On September 11 1988, the
tactics of harassment involv-
ing Mr Chipkin took a new
turs. He said: “A letter pub-
lished in the Sunday Times
on September 11 caused me
great anger.

Vicious

“It consisted of a vicious
attack on Archbishop Tutu
and was signed C M Chipkin.
This disgraceful misuse of
my pame was a tota)l falsifi-
cation of my views."

Investigations showed the
letter was a typed photostat
statement sent to several
newspapers under a false
signature. The incident was
reported to Parkview police
and Mr Chipkin called John
Vorster Square (Docket

MORE TARGETS* The FFF's Adele Klrsten {Ieﬁ) and Mlke ™

Olivier were victims of a dirty-tricks campaign.

LEGITIMATE anti-apartheid organisations were
spied upon by the Johannesburg City Council secu-
rity department. Frightening details of this under-
cover operation were exposed by The Star. One
movement, the Five Freedoms Forum, believes
these clendestine activities are linked to the intim-
idation and harassment of its members. STEVE
McQUILLAN and KIT KATZIN relate the FFF story, 3

89008/88 CR 185/0988). The
outcome of investigation is
unknown.

The FFF is just one of sev-
eral legitimate publicly
funded and supported anti-
apartheid organisations that
feil foul of the authorities,
some of whose activities
have now been revealed in
evidence to the Hiemstra spy
inquiry.

Mr Chipkins believes that
because of the evidence
emerging at the Hiemstra in-
quiry it is important to place

- F .3 - i ]
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on record his “diary” of ha-
rassment.

A broader FFF dossier
discloses a frightening pic-
ture of intimidation. As far
back as February 1988. FFF
executives recognised secu-
rity police members, dressed
in plain clothes, at public
meetings.

On one occasion, on March
24 1988, FFI executive
member Gavin Evans., who
was also earmarked for
“elimination” by the CCB,
was detained shortly before
he was due to attend a FFF

its and harassn

public meeting.

Two days later security
police were again noticed at
a meeting to plan closer con-
tact with groups such as
Women for Peace, the Black
Sash, Jews for Social Jus-
tice and the End Conscrip-
ticn Campaign.

Then there was the inci-
dent involving another FFF
member, Peter Hunter.

Burnt out

On June 14 1988, his car
was set alight and burnt out
in the driveway of his home,
Mr Hunter’s home had been
chosen by the FFF as the
venue for a cocktail party at
which the organisation would
launch its “One-€ity, Open
City” campaign. .

In October 1988, the flat of
FFF member Jean de la
Harpe was raided by mem-
bers of the security polics,
soon after a public meeting
had taken place at which her
address was mentioned.

On another occasion in Oc-
tober, said Ms de la Harpe,
four security policemen vi-
gited her flat at 6 am. “They
said that in terms if emer-
gency regulations they want-
ed to search the premises for
‘stayaway pamphlets’ relat-
ing to municipal elections.”
In fact the FFF was en-
couraging white people to
vote in the election.

Then, on the night of Octo-
ber 26 1988, the car of Anne
Vincent, also a member of
the F¥F, was vandalised.
The tyres were slashed, win-
dows smashed, the door
knocked in, glue poured over
the vehicle, and the outside
spray-painted with the words
“ANC” and “Nurden”.

1ent -

Earlier that night, Ms Vin-
cent noticed two cars driving
around the block outside her
Braamfontein flat. Later, thé
cars stopped. She noticed
white men inside the vehicle.
They were watching her flat.

In March 1989, F¥F chair-
man Mike Olivier asked a
member to leave the organi-
sation on suspicion of spying.

From April 1989 to March
this year, a number of FFE
members received telephone
calls of a suspicious nature.

The members included
Adele Kirstein, Cecily Sing-
er, Sally Cohen, Jeanne
Nixoen and her daughter, Bar-
bara Buntman, Jeanine Co-

. peman and Gael Neke, the
organisation’s publicity sec- |
retary. Ms Neke’s parents |

were also harassed.
In May 1989, two shois

were fired into the bedroom -

of FFF member Lambros

Marinaki, while he was

asleep.

In June 1988, Ms Neke's

parents received a telephone
call from someone who

called himself “Mike 011-:

vier”. 1

Party

Said Ms Neke:
time I was with Mike in La
Palaia. The caller asked my

parents for the names and -
phone numbers of all my .

friends on the pretext that he
was organising a surprise
party for me."

In June 1989, FFF mem-
ber Ian Mullen dzed when his
house burnt down. “It seems
as if a murder docket was
opened and that arson was
suspected. We have no fur-
ther information about the
investigation,” Ms Neke said.

“At that -
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{[Black Sash has
135th anniversary

1 Qe .
: By Shehnaaz Bulbulia
‘ ’L\[ S] QU aid Carina le Grange e

| Anti-apartheid activities formerly labelled “subver-
| sive” have today became “kosher”, retired Democrat-
.| ic Party M P Helen Suzman said yesterday.
f|  Mrs Suzman was speaking at the 35th anniversary
'} celebration of the Black Sash where she received hon-
‘| orary life membership to a standing ovation and
:| prolonged applause. .
‘| * She is the third non-member of the Black Sash
.| to receive honmorary membership. The others were
:{-|. Archbishop Denis Hurley and Dr Beyers Naude.
!l Speakers at yesterday’s celebration were Mrs Suz-
|| man, Sheepa Duncan, Joyce Harris, Beauty Mkhize, §i
-}{-and Dr gg;liﬂe who proposed the toast — witha cupof -
14 - water (Wi was served later'to the backgiround of a
Jtj mdrimba¥band). Founder miember Jean Sinclair cut
| the first slice of the birthday cake.
3| Many of the 2000 members of the hurnan rights
" | organisation as well as delegations of 29 rural com- : : _ o, B - )
‘| munities from as far afield as Driefontein to Oukasie | A A : kI P d s
i | attended. Recently-released African National Con- ; o Blade S 35th
‘| gress prisoner Andrew Mlangeni arrived later and ity : esses N an 200 people::at‘the Black~Sash’s 35th -
said a few words, commending the Black Sash. . ile’ (from Jleft). founder member Jean Sinclair;: jgrmer.; Progressive.Federal ;
. Suithan and executive member Judith Hawatden fisten attentively, ~womi- %lh -
At . . . dP__,__ —w—w—“n:‘hn L-. ald ar - o. -

)

a Seriousness <A

- " j— ey

Mrs Mkhize, widow of community leader Sol
| | Mkhize, presented the Black Sash with a woven mat
| i embroidered with the words “Happy Birthday Black
4.1 Sash, Long Live Black Sash, Long Live Black Sash”.
She said she was speaking for all the communities
and the “lonely and worried people” who approached
the advice office and who were helped by the organi-
sation.

“I hope the Black Sash will continue to work in
the new South Africa,” she said.

Dr Naude, outlining perspectives of the organisa-
tion, related how, during the time he was still 2 mem-
ber of the Broederbond in 1958, members had ex-
pressed fear of “the danger of women organising”.
This attested to the seriousness with which the Black
Sash was regarded from the start.

“The power of liberated women, standing up for
the truth, is needed at this stage. What is needed are
women liberated from fear, hatred, prejudice and in-
hibition,” he said. -

Videos and photographs of the organisation were
1 on display as well as its publications. <




Sash honouM

E-Telds. zr_c’?o L
JOHANNESBURG — Former MP' Mrs Helen Suz-
nnan was; made a: llfe Tember of the Black Sash
movement at, its 35th" anmversary celebratmn here
.on Sunday o v s

7} - Mrs Suzman said she had always con51dered her—’
| self 'a- member of the orgamsatlon and congratulat—
.ed it on its years of service to the oppressed people
- of South: Africa’ when it was cons1dered' subver—
. swe” to promote human rlghts
Another guest speaker, ANC talks delegatmn
member Dr Beyers Naude, praised the orgamsatmn,
saying it was a formrdable force. — Sapd -} i M
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vital facts,

i

| says Suzman

‘T“P [l g

W;J‘HOUT .the vital "in-

. "formatlon provided by the

Black Sash, very little

+ could be done to alleviate
* thé probiems of oppressed’
. black ‘péople, said Helen

Suzman" at the organisa-

tions 35th birthday,

Mrs¥Siizman, - former
MP for Honghton, was
given Honotary life mem-
bership’ (y the organisa-’
ﬁ"{i}&ﬁ?} ‘commended for
h@r "-ffoftg in Parliament
65} if ro% 'fiving condi-
tloﬁg of! displaced and
homei?. islack peaple. -

Wathout the statistics
prowded by.- the Black.
Saslﬁ%%l
had ﬂle{sh-engm to fight
mostgz}ssues in ParllamcntA
like T'didaia LT

#‘Beingfazlone voice in
Par;lmentahke I was for
13yist yearsn'ﬁl certainly ~
neededdthe*ﬁack-up pro-*”
vi edwlzy -the orgamsaw

[33)

t10n she} said.

i» '\'Ialuable

&m A

Valuablc mformatv ;
and statistics collected by |
. the orgamsatlon was used{
"by the Insutute ‘of Race
Relatlons, newspapcrs i
and oflier’ orgamsatmns.

1

The, . 1mp0rtance of
prowdmg accurate m—‘-

len Suzman... paid tribute to the; Jack-
p prowded by the Black Sash - 3 sé

| Sash pl‘OVid

Sriui.,

o

By ASHA smeu

ke

duld not have .

formation * could® 1not be
stressed enougﬂrgand the
dedication of Black' Sash
members towards*assem-
blmg statistics and “assist-
ing clients was,r “invatu-
able. .. "“} :

She }hankﬁ d s
Moira Heﬁders&?ﬁ‘:ﬁ y‘
worked; ,& a section‘ ‘3%,-

the org‘am

')g her
interest in pnson “condi-
tioris and . thc phght of
pnsoners.

Visitotr{y;

Caroaghe

1 suddenly, becamq;a
frequent wsﬂorfat Robben
Island and when I foungl
that prisonets were, o £ al-
-~ lowed access to,, ‘léngg.l
arranged for theq}oto flaye
newspapers. ' . L,“

. ““The d1fferen§f;;;§l}1

T madelto them ?vagléatls—

YL,

. “faction. enough. for mg,,h.l

she said, ﬁ fises

The Black S%ial.m'
fanmed her mtgres{ n’
forced removals of 1
from townshlps. (_“

Tt was ‘heartbreaking
' the . way,’ people were
moved around from place
to place, she said.

acks -

- u o-gurady i
~-Satis fléﬂ <
o io NS TR QRS > IR NS

;ﬁfﬁere%e' ».B}ack -Sash

pia?ed_.‘ sf"{_ﬂmpor!iant role
m‘}i}cl ing people relocate

andfifid their feet again,
Mrs .Suzman wished
the Organisation every
success for the future and
encouraged them io’ con-
‘finueitheir, struggle in the
figh‘"for Human rightsand

q"ifahty for mankind.

Sizman said;ishe

‘f—" i?égd with pher
:"wbrk'-dn..r Sartiament, ! -but
thérsione regret was},she
wcould Snotztell,meffibers
witotiad initially-opposed
her: “I told, you sof™




SINCE the beginming of 1990
events have moved with aston-
ishing speed and South Africa
finds itself on the brink of a pre-
eess of mansformation.

As the Black Sash marks 35
years of existence, we look
forward with hope to the dis-
mantling of apartheid and the
start of the redressing of past
injustice. But we recogmise
that this will be achieved enly
with great difficulty.

Despite the degree of trust and
understanding which has been
reached between the represen-
tatives of the government and of
the African National Congress,
there will be tio easy move away
from confliet and resistance to
the painful task of building a
new, morc just, and nmited na-
tion.

The structures of apartheid re-
main in place and widespread
violence is shaking the country.
The uncertainty of this tranmsi-
tion period is aggravated by con-
flict at many levels: contests for
power and control; attacks based
on racist hostility; intimidation
and revenge; and outright war-
fare between competing forces.

How do we seek to affirm hu-
man nights and condemn thejr
violation in such circumstantes?
Of course we deplore and de-
nounce the right-wing braggarts
and vieious builies, the mysteri-
ous car accidents and the hor-
rendous events being revealed
by the Harms Commission. the
calls to arms by several different
parties, the bomb-attacks and
the killings (shootings, stab-
bings, necklacing) and-3ll the
torture and unjust imprison-
ment, whether sanctioned by

Thirty-five years ago this
week -— on May 19 1955 —
the Black Sash was founded
in Johannesburg. Appraising
the work which stilt needs to
-be done, MARY BURTON,
: past. president, expresses
concern over the growth of

State or in exiled prison camps™,violence and the need for an

— as well as the desperate, de-
structive warfare which is laying
waste to Natal.

What to offer
the youth
We aim to record and expose
these things, but what can be
done to bring an end to such
violence and to build respect for
life and trust in the law?, )
The first step is to seek the
causes of the violence.

When people resort to physical

' urgent response.

They clearly have no belief
that their interests will be
served or protected unless
they impose their demands by
force and demonstrate that
they have the power (o do so.

As in all wars, decisions are
made by leaders who send
others into the field of battle.
Leaders depend on the support
they can demonstrate — the
numbers they c¢an muster, the
power they can wield, and there-
fore the apparently good reason
for more followers to join them.
In South Africa this demonstra-
tion of support is a consequence
of the denial of the vote to the
vast majority of the population.

On-going conflict becomes a
way of life, The young sacrifice
their youth, their education,
their innocence. What can
peacetime have to offer them?
They cannot regain the lost years
and there seems no substitute
for the heady excitement of
fighting and danger. This is the
tragedy of the young black gen-
eration but it is also true of those
white youths being indoctrinat-
ed and trained to fight to the
death to preserve an ethnic iden-
tity.

Violence feeds on hostility and
fear. The legacy of apartheid is
the mistrust, the fear of loss of
privilege, the anger at injustice,
the divisions and 1nequalities

’ attack they ha\;e given up hope of
having an influence by any other _

means on the outcome of events
affecting their lives, This applies
equally to the threatening mili-
tants of the right wing in Welkom
or Pretoria and to the warring
armies in Natal, as well as to the
attacks and counter-attacks on
leaders or members of compet-
ing groups in situations like that
of Crossroads.

which have made strangers out
of the citizens of one country.

3
i

“We make
no excuses’
The struetural vielence
needed to enforce apartheid has
had the effect of desensitising its

victims to such an extent:that
physical conflict loses its power

3
5
i

to shock. “Structural violence” is -

i

a contested term but it encom-
passes the actuzl violence which
has accompanied Pass Law ar-
rests, torture 1n detention, de-
struction of houses and property
during forced removals and
sguatter demelitions and viclent
actions by employees of the
State against political oppo-
nents. This vielent history is in-
deed structural and it has had a
blunting effect on sensitivily to
brute force which may be diffi-
cult to measure but should not
be underestimated.

In addition to all the viclence
for which such explanations can
be made, there is the seemingly
mindless brutality of crime —
theft and assault, rape and mur-
der — which arises out of the
socio-economic environment of
thousands of alienated, disaf
fected, criminalised people.

The Black Sash is sometimes
accused of ignoring acts of vio-
ience unless these can be laid at
the door of the government or its
suspected agents and support-
ers. We do not deny that we see
our primary task as one of de-
fending the rule of law and pro-
tecting the rights of the public
against incursions by the State.
But neither do we deny that we
have been horrified over the
years by killings of alleged col-
laborators and informers car-
ried owt by anti-apartheid
groups.

We do not make excuses for
such actions. We do believe the
most urgent task is to lay the
foundations for peace.

Commitment
comes first

How is this country to be
healed?
. All must share the responsibil-
ity. Causes and culprits must be

=
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identified, and the government
(present and future) must as-
sume its {ask as the ulbimate pro-
vider of protection for all. This
means that it is of the utmost
importance that the police and
the army are impartial servants
of the public and are seen to be
50.

The constitution-making pro-
cess must be consultative and
open. Those who see no future
unless they fight for it must be
persuaded that there is a pro-
cess through which their voice
can be heard. The guaranteed
protection of civil rights is es-
sential but so is a real commit-
ment to address the economic
restructuring which must take
place. The state of emergency
and curbs on political activity
must be lifted in order fo foster a,
rapid process of organisation,'
mobilisation and political edu-
cation.

The help of those who have
power to affect the outcome of
events must be enlisted. It is in-
evitable that the actions of the
powerful business sector, the
outside world, the unionised la-
bour force, the religious commu-
nities and other greupings with-
in and outside the country will
have an impact There is a risk
that such forces could aggravate
rather than reduce conilict.

It is neither suprising nor
wrong that those who fear the
posstbility of one potitical
grouping (for example, the Afri-
can Natignal Congress) acguir-
ing too much power. should sup-
port its opponents. But when, as
in Natal, iives arc being lost and
the fabrie of the society is being
torn apart, sectarian interests
must take second place fo a com-
mon commitment of peace.
Those who have influence must
use it to guide disagreement and

competition 1nto formal chan-
nels and away from armed con-
flict.

Part of the process of healing
is the acknowledgement of past
wrengs. Retribotion and revenge
are not ¢onducive to reconstrie-
tion but a new edifice cannot be
built on secrecy and guilt. The
role of 1ndependent commis-
sions is vital 1z opening up to the
light ail the evils which have tak-
en place, so that old ghosts can
be laid to resL

Justice and
dedication

Sputh Africa will depend heav-
ily on the capacity of all its
people to forgive, a capacity
which has often been generously
demonstrated. Knowledge of the
truth, however, is the precursor
to forgiveness. (It iz for this
reason that the prompt acknowl-
edgement by the ANC of its re-
sponsibility for any malpractice
in its detention camps 1s to be
welcome and that its commit-
ment and that of other parties to
continuing openness is a neces-
sary component of future peace.)

Those who are and have been
combatants and victims must be
of primary concern. The coun-
tr¥'s resources must be urgently
directed towards a programme
of counselhng, curing, educating
and training this battered gen-
eration — these within the coun-
try and those who will be return-
ing to it

This will reguire a massive
mobilisation of people and
skills: the task of providing
jobs and training must be a
priority for the business sec-
tor and the government; and
divisions and problems that
bedevil the edncation system
must be vigorously addressed.

We must deal with poverty and
the need to acqure skills. We
must prepare for major change
and help people to accept it. We
in the Black Sash have some of
the abilities which will be
needed. Our advice offices and
our fieldworkers can offer valu-
able services.

Our commitment to human
rights, t0 justice and to peace
demands that we dedicate our-
selves to this work.
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process“of ° transformatlon As  the;
: Black Sash.marks 35 years of exists:
ence, we look forward .with: ‘hope:to
the dxsmantlmg of apartheid and the

. rongs The role eof mdepenclent
’ ] Cc mmmnissions, isvital in exposmg the .

il -must,share task of heahng the nationjic e shah .

wﬂ 4 ) Nves SA will dépend dheavily on the da-
/3 2 ”ﬂ‘[ pamty of all iis people’ to fi an

;des erate destructwe warfare lay—;" How is this country to be healed'?

start-of’ the redressmg of; past in

justice: - Tt

This will be- achieved only w:th
great difficulty. In spite of the trust
and understanding reached between
governtent and the. ANC, there will
be no easfs;move away from conflict
and resistance t¢ the task of Jbuilding”

a‘few, more-just‘and* united nation,
I The uncertamty of .this transition-.
permd is aggravated by conflict at”
mary levels: contests for power and
1 control; attdcks based on racist-hos: .
tility; intimidation and revenge aud
g outmght warfare.

~How:do we seek tor affirm human
nghts and condemn their violation i m
such cireuinstances? .

-We deplore the.right-wing. brag-
garts and vicious bullies, the horren-
dous: events: being revealed by the
Harms Coininission, the call fo arms -
by -different parfles the bomb’ at-, -

tacks and-killings, and torture and“ -

unjust u:npr:sonment as well as the

-their

pe
“ug‘.waste to-Natal,. )7
; To'bring-ar end t6 vmlence and to-
_buﬂd respect for life and trust in the

Iaw;" the- first step is to seek theé
causes of violénce, -

" When peqple resert to physical at-
tack they believe their interests will
not he dprotected Anless they impose

emands by, force and show
they: have the power. to do so.

-Conflict becomes a.way of life. The
young " sacrifice ' their- youth, their

. education, théir innocence. What can
peacetlme ‘have to.offér them?:This.

1sithe tragedy ‘of the™ young ‘black

" generation, but it is also true'o: f white - .
‘youths bemg trained to’ Tight’

serve an:éthnic: identity’

: ‘The’structural violenceineeded tg
enforce apartheld has'so desensitised -
-its™ victims that -
loses’ its power to. shock “Strictural .
. yviolence’;is a contested term, but it
‘encompasses :theTHctual violence -

physical - ¢onflict

", which has accompamed pass law ar-

MARY BURTON

rests, toiture in detention, destru'c-
tion of houses and dproperty during
forced removals and squatter demo-
Iitions, and violent actions by:em-
ployees of the state against poht1ca1
opponents,

The Black Sash is sometlmes ac-
cused of ignoring acis of violence
unless these can be laid at the door of

.government or its suspected agents

and supporters. We see our primary
task as defending the rule of law and
protecting ‘the righfs of the pubhc

L against incursions by the state. But

we have been horrified over the

. years by kﬂlmgs of alleged collabo-

rators and informers by anti-apart-
heid groups.

We do not make excuses for such
actjons. We believe the urgent task is
to lay the foundations for peace.-
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(All must share the responsibility.
Causes and culprits must be identi-
fied, and government (present and

future) must. assume its fask as the

u}lt:mate pmv:der of protectlon ,for'
a

must be copsultative and open.
Those who see no future unless they
fight for it must be persuaded that
there is a process through which
their voices can be heard. The guar-
anteed protection of civil rights .is

-essential; but s0.is a real commit- -
.ment to address’ econemic restruc-

turing. .

The state of emergency and curbs
on political-activity must be lifted to
foster rapid organisation, mob:llsa-
tion ‘and political education. -

Sectarian interests must take
second place to a:common cemmit-
ment-to peace.. - - -

Part of the process of healing is
the. acknowledgement of past

The cej{ﬂltunon-mahng process.v

- Knowledge of the truth, howev
the precursor to forglveness i;, 3
. Combatants and victims must;be” .
of primary concern. Resourcesmt st
be directed towards a programme of 7
~ counselling,* curing, ‘educating and-:
fraining this_battered generat10n= S

This will: require a massive mo- -
bilisation of people and skills: ithe: .
task of providing jobs and_traiding
mus{ be a priority for the’ busmess ;
sector and -government; problems
that bedevil the educatmn systemi
must be addressed. - -

We must deal with poverty and the
need to acqulre skills. We must p‘re— :
‘pare for major change and help peo-.
ple to accept it. We in the Black Sash
have some of the abilities whichwill:
be needed. Qur commitment:fo Hu-
man rights, to justice.and to peace,
demands that we dedicate oursel\{es
to this work.

O Burton is past prasrdant« of the
Black Sash. e :

v i
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SA FINDS itself on the brink of a

process of fransformation. As the ° |

Black Sash marks 35 years of exist-
ence, we look forward with hope to
the dismantling of apartheid and the
start of the redressing of past in-

justice,” # - T

This will be achieved only with -
great difficulty. In spite of the trust
and understanding reached between
government and the ANC, there will
be no easy move away from conflict
and resistance to the task of building

& new, more just and united nation, -
. - The uncertainty of.this trapsition
period is aggravated by eonfliet at™

mapy levels; contests for power and -

control; attacks based on racist hos- .

tility; intitnidation and revenge, and .
outright warfare.

- How do we seek to affirm buman
rights and condemn their violation in
such circumstances?

.. We d?lore the right-wing. hrafg— )

garts and vicious bullies, the horren-
dous events being revealed by the
Harms Commission, the call to arms
by different parties, the bomb at-
tacks and kil Fm gs, and torture and
unjust imprisonment as well as the

i
<

ing waste to Natal

%+ Tg bring an end to violence and to-

build respect for life and trust in the
law, the first step is to seek the
causes of violence, -

When people resort to physical at-
tack they believe their interests will

. not be protected unless they impose

their demands by force and show
they have the power to do so,

< Conflict becornes a way of life. The -

young sacrifice their. youth, tkeir
education, their innocence. What can

peacetime have to offer them? This -

is the tragedy of the young black

* generation, but it is also true of white

serve an ethnic identity. . :

. The stroctural violence needed to
enforce apartheid has so desensitised
jts victims that physical ' conflict
loses its power to shock.“Structural
violence” is a contested term, but it
encompasses the actual violence
.Which has accompanied pass law ar-

e

youths being trained to fight to'pre-

B

“desperate, destructive warfare lay-

'MARY BURTON

rests, torture in detention, destrue-
tion of houses and property during
forced removals and squatter demo-
litions, and violent actions by em-

ployees of the state against political
_opponents, :

The Black Sash is sometimes ac-
cused of ignoring acts of violence
unless these can be laid at the door of
government or its suspected agents
and supporters. We see our }ianmary
task as defending the rule of law and
protecting the rights of the public
against incursions by the state, But
we have been horrified over the
years by killings of alleged collabo-
rators and informers by anti-apart-
heid groups.

We do not make excnses for such
actions. We believe the urgent task is
{o lay the foundations for peace,-

24190

How Is this country to be healed?
All must share the responsibitity.
Causes and culprits must be idenfi-
fied, and government (present and
future) must assume its task as the
lalllLtimate provider of protection .for

The constitution-making process
must be consultative and open.
Those who see no fature unless they
fight for it must be persuaded that
there is a process through .which
their voices can be heard. The guar-
anteed protection of civil rights is
essential, but so is a real commit-
ment to address economic restruc-
turing, :

The state of emergency and curbs
on political activity must be lifted to
foster rapid organisation, mobilisa-
tien and political education. -

Sectarian interests must take
second place to a common commit-
mexnt to peace. : ’

Part of the process of healing is
the acknowledgement of past

| ¥ 1
2
. pacity of all its people to forgive.
- Knowledge of the truth, however, is

] rongs. The role of independent
Y A

-
T

ommissions is vital in exposing the
fils which have taken place,
SA will depend heavily on the ca-

the precursor to forgiveness.

. Combatants and victims must be
of primary concern. Resources must
be directed towards a programme of
counselling, curing, educating and

' training this battered generation.

This will require a massive mo-
bilisation of people and skills:jthe
task of providing jobs and training
must be a priority for the business
sector and government; probiems
that bedevil the education system
must be addressed. -

We must deal with poverty andthe
need to acquire skills. We must pre-

-pare for major change and help peo-

ple to accept it. We in the Black Sash
have some of the abilities which will
be needed. Our commitment to hu-
man rights, to justice and to pedee,
demands that we dedicate purselves
to this work.

[ Burton is past president of the
Black Sash. .
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| When_apartheid’s legacies are removed, Bla

A o m i o

' Sash will switch to the politics of nation building

_ THIRTY FIVE years
r on, after successfully
fightmg the voluntary
farm labour system and
influx control laws, the
Black Sash continues
to fight.
| An enduring and one
| of the effective protest
organisations, Black Sash
was started as an angry
| reaction to the Govemn-
ment’s plan to remove
coloureds from the
|! voters’ roll in 19535,
Five women came to-
. gether to oppose the
move,
snowballed to thousands.
The Black Sash failed to
! prevent the end of the
coloured people’s right to
vote, but its campaign
against violations of hu-
man rights continued.
Today the organisation
has eight regions and nine
advice offices coun-
_ trywide. It has field
workers in both rural and
urban -areas and action
; commntees that do, re-
' search‘”and ‘onitor events
_inside™ thé -country. It
prcsently has a group

Ellas Tshabalala reiates his problem to Jean Beristein at a
burg Black Sash advice office.

By SIZAKELE
KOOMA

and the effort.

in Natal and another one
checking the squatting
outbreak in urban areas.

**One thing that we try
hardest to do is to keep
the issue of civil rights
alive through protest and
fighting for morality,”
Jenny de Tolly, Black
Sash national president
said.

Document

Their advice offices,
De Tolly said, had al-
lowed them to have &
window on white suprem-
acy and the appalling
price that blacks pay for
apartheid.

The Black Sash has
played an important role
in documenting and
making the world aware
of the injustices of apart-
heid. It partly takes credlt
for the scrapping.of the’
voluntary labour system,:

which allowed for "ar- -
rested people te give their .

labour voluntarily . on

farms, and the influx con-
trol law. It has also con-
tributed to fight against

incorporation into
homelands and forced
removals.

The organisation is
never short of issues to
address.

*‘We are a fairly adap-
table organisation. 1 wish
a time could come when
our services would no
longer be needed. The
number of people coming
to us never lessens. We
have been changing con-
stantly. Pension advice is
the one issue we are deal-
ing with most presently,”’
De Tolly said.

In view of the present
changes on the political
front and others that
might occur in future, De
Tolly said the Black Sash
may be forced to change
its strategies.

Legac‘i‘es

- have been engaged mpro- \
-, grammes . of ‘resistance.”
When “the ifregularifiés |

are removed. we will have

to switch to the pohtics of-

Johannes-

A familiar sigh

nation building.

“It is going 4o take
some time to sort out the
legacies of aparthied.
When it goes the divide
between rich and poor,

for example, will still-

remain. Qur organisation
would therefore have to
look at things like equali-
ty in the economy,”

iy R

.she »

feels apout discrimination.

said, -
Black Sash, which has
about 20 000 members
nationally, mosty women
and mostly white, has
been attacked by people
on both the left and the
right of the political spec-
trum, It has never been
banned, a fact they con-
sider counter-productive

because, by allowing
them to speak out, they
feel the Government
could claim it gave free-
dom to its critics.

The organisation’s ac-
complishments are due
not to the work of any
particular individeal but
to all the women working
as a group. But, among

t in cuty streets, a Black Sash member carrying a placard which shows how she

the women who stand out
in their total commitment
to the campaign against
apartheid are past presi-
dents Jean Sinclair and
Sheena Duncan.

It this year gave for-
mer Houghton MP and
veteran  parliamentarian
Helen Suzman honorary
life membership.
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Sash,

Dawn Barkhuizen

'The Black Sash and the

Human Rights Commission
have drawn attention to the
increased use of Internal Se-
curity Act detentions since
the lifting of the state of
emergency last month, and
have called again for the
Act’s repéal.

But a Law and Order Ministry
spokesman Captain Peet Both-
ma has denied the Government
is replacing emergency deten-
tions with detentions under the
Internal Security Act. The in-
creased use of the Internal Secn-
rity Act was because of the re-
cent upsurge of violence,

He added: “Planting a bomb
hag nothing to do with politics.
Police will not stand in the way
of peaceful political protest, but
we will not tolerate terrorism.”.

Detentions

The Black Sash and HRC call
was made following the string
of detentions — three Natal In-
dian Congress leaders involved
in an African National Congress
recruitment drive were arrested
in Durban on July 13 and held
under Section 29 of the Internal

Security Act,

A Black Sash statement yes-
terday said: “Government’s re-
form policy and the lifting of the
state of emergency have not
stopped detentions in South Afri-
ca. With the demise of the emer-
gency, security forces are in-
creasingly using Section 29 of
the Internal Security Act.”

“Since the lifting of the state
of emergency, there has been a
dramatic escalation of Section
29 detentions,” an HRC spokes-
man said.

He supplied the following sta-
tisties: _

© Eighty-three people are in de-
tention under Section29 with
two additional defainees under
Section 31. Of the 83, more than
45 were detained following the
lapse of the state of emergency.

@ For five months prior to
June 8, 34 people were held
under this Act, HRC records
show. On March 28, 31 people
were being held. By April 18 one
had been added to the list.

@ In Natal, where the state of .
emergency still exists, there
have been no detentions in
terms of the regulations, but at
least three people have been ar-
rested under Section 29,

The HRC spokesman said that
of the §3 detainees, nine were
recently detained right-wingers.
The balance were members of
legal left-wing organisations
such as the ANC, the United
Democratic Front, youth con-
gresses and trade unjons, The
majority were black people.

Law and Order spokesman
Captain Peet Botma yesterday
denied that police were replac-
ing the state of emergency with
the Internal Security Act.

“Section 29 is used solely for
investigational purposes. It is
totally unlike the state of emer-
gency, It allows police to inves-
tigate specific aspects. These in-
vestigations can be lengthy,” he
said.

Asked {o explain the marked
increase In detentions under
Section 29, Captain Botma said
the arrests were directly related
to the present surge of viclence
in South Africa. June 199¢ saw
the most incidents of unrest
since 1985,

The detentions were not con-
tradictory to current Govern-
ment policy, he said,

Under the state of emergency,
detention was their only option.

w
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Sash

Dawn Barkhuizen

The Black Sash and the
Human Rights Commission
have drawn attention to the
increased use of Internal Se-
curity Act detentions since
the lifting of fhe state of
emergency last month, and
have called again for the
Act’s repeal.

But a Law and Order Ministry

ma has denied the Government
is replacing emergency deten-
tions with detentions under the
Internal Security Act. The in-
creased use of the Internal Secu-
rity Act was because of the re-
cent upsurge of violence.

He added: “Planting a homb
hasg nothing to do with politics,
Police will not stand in the way
of peaceful political protest, but
we will not tolerate terrorism.”.

Detentions

The Black Sash and HRC call
was made following the string
of detentions — three Natal In-
dian Congress leaders involved
in an African National Congress
recruitment drive were arrested
in Durban en July13 and held
under Section 29 of the Internal
‘Security Act.

A Black Sash statement yes-
terday said: “Government’s re-
form policy and the lifting of the
state of emergency have not
stopped detentlons in South Afri-
ca, With the demise of the emer-
gency, security forces are in-
creasingly using Section 29 of
the Internal Security Act.”

“Since the lifting of the state
of emergency, there has been a
dramatic escalation of Section
29 detentions,” an HRC spokes-
man said.

He supplied the following sta-
{istics:

o

Secunty c@
go, say

spokesman Captain Peet Both-

- the arrests were directly related

'tradictory to current Govern-

C

O Eighty-three people are in de-
tention under Section 29 with
two additional detainees under
Section 31. Of the 83, more than
45 were detained following the
lapse of the state of emergency.

@ For five months prior to
June 8, 34 people were held
under this Act, HRC records
show. On March 28, 31 people
were being held. By April 18 one
had been added to the list.

® In Natal, where the state of
emergency still exists, there
have bheen no detentions in
terms of the regulations, but at
least three people have been ar-
rested under Section 29.

The HRC spokesman said that
of the 83 detainees, nine were
recently detained right-wingers.
The balance were members of
legal left-wing organisations
such as the ANC, the United
Democratic Front, youth con-
gresses and trade unions, The
majority were black people.

Law and Order spokesman
Captain Peet Botma yesterday
denied that police were replac-
ing the state of emergency with
the Internal Security Act.

“Section 29 is used solely for
investigational purposes. It is
totally unlike the state of emer-
gency. It allows police to inves-
tigate specific aspects, These in-
vestigations can be lengthy,” he
said,

Asked to explain the marked
increase in detentions under
Section 29, Captain Botma said

to the present surge of viclence
in South Afriea. June 1990 saw
the most incidents of unrest
since 1985,

The detentions were not con-

ment policy, he said.
Under the state of emergency,
detention was their only option. ]
]
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" and ! ‘the Intemal Secunty ’

{protest*‘:

in city*~

By MATSHUBE®
MFOLOE i
'FIFTEEN members of ‘the

-Black Sash yesterddy

~p1cketed near the Johan-

. ‘nésbufg: Clty Hall in

protest agalnst detentions -

the.
Intemal Security. Act “and
the 1mmedlate release ofs
people in detesition. - {"
Sash spokesman Ms
Gill - de Vlieg said” the
Government's .reform
policy and the lifting of
the State of Emergency
had not stopped deten-
tions in South Africa.
“With the demise of
the State of Emergency,
security forces are in-
creasingly _using Sectmn
29 of the Tnternal Secunty

Act,”” she said, ‘ '
wWaR

Terms (o

In terms of the Act,
prisoners, could be held
incommunicado for pur-.
poses of i mtexmgatlon

The - orgamsatlon.

-clauned 79 pedpie | wege
~ being held undér the-Agt.-
1

and two undcr Sectmn 3l
* De Vlleg ‘saidB8
people ‘were being heldn.

K,

' Bophuihatswinia - u’ﬂgrp

the emergency regu -'_A
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hallenges
Mandela

By Esmaré van der
Merwe,

for having campaigned
over the years for the un-

Political Reporter ~“banning of the ANC and

KwaZulu leader Man-
gosuthu Buthelezi has
challenged ANC depu-
ty president Nelson
Mandela to publicly

state whether-he”

agrees with ANC mili-
tary leader Chris
Hani’s remarks. at the
weekend that the chief
should be isolated.

In a statement yester-
day, Chief Buthelezi,
leader of Inkatha, said
Mr Mandela should alse
express himself on al-
leged ANC plans to as-
sassinate Inkatha lead-
ers.

Insurgents

“There is now evidence
that armed ANC cadres
have been sent into this
country to kill senior
members of Inkatha. Re-
cently ANC insurgents al-
leged to be linked to the
murder of Inkatha sup-
porters were arrested in
Natal and police seized a
large arms cache.

“f now seek a public
response from Dr Mande-
1la as to whether he
shares Mr Hani's views
and approves of ANC ac-
tion.

4] ask whether this is
the reward [ am getting

the release of their politi-
cal prisoners and for hav-
ing refused to negotiate
with the South African
Government in any way
until the African Nation-
al Congress and others
were also free to do 50,”
Chief Buthelezi said.

Mr Hani, chief of staff
of Umkhonto we Sizwe,
told a rally on Sunday
that Chief Buthelezi and
Bophuthatswana presi-
dent Lucas Mangope
should be “isolated”.

He said the South Afri-
can Government was
leaning on these two men
in order to “perpetuate
their delaying tactics”.

Sapa reports that Chief
Buthelezi also claimed
that the ANC/UDF/Cosa-
tu alliance and the South
African Communist party
front were brutalising
people in kwaZulu/NMatal
because they were segk-
ing victory through vio-
lence before elections
were held,

Inkatha was being at-/
tacked by those who did
not want it {o be part of a
future democracy.

Chief Buthelezi empha-
sised that he had repea-
tedly appealed to ANC
deputy president, Nelson

Mandela, to take part in

peace talks with him. -
Sapa. '
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An élement of trust is an essen-
tial ingredient of the negotiating
process, but instead we have a

Government presently enjoying
a crigis of credibility.

This is the result of a long history
of covert action, lies which have
subsequently been exposed, and
~more recently the “Namibian Inva-

- fision” fiasco and now the “Red

okl

Peril”.
Deeply involved

The security forces seem fo be at
the root of the latter twe incidents,
"and are also deeply involved in
what.begins to look like a cover-up
= of the CCB activities, but they cap-
*not be held responsible independent-

"1y of the Government.

President de Kierk is widely re-
cognised as a man of honour and in-
tegrity, but he alone cannof fill the

“FF credibility gap and it would seem

- that be is ill-served by at least some

of those around him.

i} - -The bungle over both the “Red

. de =i o (1O
1N Crisis O

JOYCE HARRIS, of the Transvaal Region of the Black Sash
discusses the honesty of leadership.

Peril” and the “Namibian Invasion”
sows deep doubts in the minds of the

*public, and they are aggravated by

indications of police brutality and
possible police -bias. Lack of infor-

‘mation does not help and the SABC

obeys its master’s voice.

It is not enough for the Govern-
ment to make a simple statement
that the CCB is being “operationally
disbanded”.

The CCB and its membership
needs to be totally exposed and its
deeds admitted. What becomes of
its members should be open to pub-
lie scrutiny. People need to be able
to feel secure that hit squads are no
longer functioning and that they
will no longer be tried and punished,
even to death, without trial and any
apparent accountability..

This is a form of anarchy prac-
tised by Government-controlled
forces, and it is small wonder that

respect for the Rule of Law and for
human life itself is dwindling.

Never has the ordinary person in
the street felt so insecure as now.
There is no confidence in the law, or
that those responsible for the main-
tenance of law and order and the
security of the State and all the peo-
ple in it are doing their job.

There is a feeling abroad that
they are part of the problem.

There is crime, thuggery, faction
fighting, attacks by whites on
blacks, shack demolitions, a descent
into chaos and Government dis-
counters of responsibility and ap-
portionment of blame do nothing to
rectify the situation.

Certainly the liberation forces
voice threats and there are acts of
violence. No one is suggesting that
the Government’s task is easy. But

-‘When it has become impossible to
- believe anything .anyone says, par-
A -

f credibility

tienlarly the Government to which
the public looks for the creation of
peace and security, the country is
threatened with anarehy.

It is difficult to know how the
Government can remedy its credi-
bility crisis, it has become so deeply
ingrained. It seemed to lift a litile
when Mr de Klerk made his Febru-
ary speech and when the Govern-
ment and the ANC got together. To
their credit they are still getting to-
gether and the country should he
full of hope. Instead it is full of fear.

The first thing the Government
should do is to admit its guilt —
‘come clean over the CCB and the
hit squads and not sweep them
under the carpet, It should be seen
to be controlling iis security forces,

An incident like a conscientious
objector appearing in court in leg
irons and shackles should be severe-

ly and openly reprimanded. Presi- .
dent de Klerk must be seen to be'in -
- control. Maybe then the mantle of

his credibility will spread to his

Government and some confidence -

«will'be restored to the people. ...
" 1 LT7EN
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oo o, see all too clearly what has to be
e for test- avoided here at almost any cost.”

ir Se AR
son ﬂ ansfa
Afrlkaansl ,bride

SEROWE — Mr Anthony Khama one
of Sir Seretse Khama's twin sons, mar-
ried Miss Margret le Roux in a tradi-
tional ceremony here on Saturday.
A private ceremony was held on Fri-
day in Odi, at the home of the bride-
groom’s mother, Lady Ruth Khama,
Bof.swnna Press Agency reports,”'s
“Guests came from all. over Botswa-
na, South Africa and Mozambique, |¥8
and ineluded Botswana's President
Quett Masire, the two daughters of the
late President Samora Machel of |/}
Mozambique and notables from the [
government and civil servxce of i
Botswana. .
The wedding was conducted at the i
United Congregational Church of |
Southern Africa in Serowe, = * i
The Afrikaans bride, accompanied [
by her family, arrived in a cream satin |
wedding gown inlaid with pearls, with |3
a matching head dress decorated with 3
flowers,.a pearl necklace. and match~ 1
mg pearl earrings. - . §
“After the ceremony a kgotla (tradi-
tional wedding feast) was held, attend- |;
ed by hundreds. The couple was pre- |}
sented with gifts including a mounted
kudu trophy and a lion skin, presentsf
from the Bamangwato tribe. — Sapa
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1 mamtam 1mpama11ty in
_Africa, accbrdmg ‘.\to 1ts

3 employees are| engaged

|1itieali’stance’ means
1{:to’ work together,‘ with |

' any party on; 1ssues :
'| 'where we share’ common

L them

+| party’ commxtment takes
;| Black .Sash’s" ‘need- to|.

. -""""ﬂum ‘:im(.-«-mv ) g/ﬂv}vu

Mc;s'l’nlltlcali Staff (A
THE ‘Black Sagh!: als
though pohtmally actwe
and interested} Had 1o

its' quest,. for;: iiniyersal |
humann r1ghts i, ‘South

official: ;journal; .Sash
“Out. ,volunteers .and

wesome a§ks asl
oiili tors and partici-
panits~in’situations of
deep-seated conflict,” it |
.said-in ah edltorml in |
‘the- xlatesh ussue\‘ of the 2
magazme Wee i
“But.aour non~party po—

IS "

‘that, wh:le we' feel free

goals -we will 1iot! ‘be di-
rected "ox controlled by

i “‘But w1thm the I"
text of. our: work:"thelr

second place'*to the’

maintain . 1mpart|al1ty,",

o

I'the editorial, said.



THE under-funding

of homelands by
‘ South Africa has al-

legedly resulted in
authorities waiting
for a pensioner to die
for another applica-
tion to be considered
so as to create space
in the pension payout
‘“‘quota”,

A report compiled by
the Black Sash says thou-
sands of Lebowa
pensioners were deprived
of their pensions because
the.Social Pensions Act of

pravides that the
% #and secretary for
g re may determine

=

Pensioners

Sou-e‘-&.., (5{[0(10

By RUSSEL. MOLEFE]|

the number of applica-
tions to be approved.

The report said the
then secretary for welfare
had stated in 1984 that no
further pension applica-
tions would be approved
because of a shortage of

funds.
The Lebowa secretary

for social welfare, Proles-
sor MM Bopape, con-
firmed that the plight of

pensioners in the -

homeland was due to
financial consiraints and a
delay of six months in the
supply of funds by South
Alfrica.

He said the **policy”

of waiting for a pensioner
to die to make way for an-
other did not apply in his
homeland.

The report said
pensioners in Lebowa and
other homelands were
prejudiced as:

* They do not have an
enforceable right to pen-
sions since this depends
on whether South Africa
allocates sufficient funds
to the homeland;

* They wait for ex-
cessive periods before
they receive social pen-
sions and; g

date of final appmval o
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aid to dymg%{ani
By Brendan Templeton @

A Black Sash member yesterday described
how police in Hillbrow last week prevented her
from comforting a fatally wounded man whoe
was shot minutes before her arrival. .

Witnesses told The Star the suspected car
thief was shot while lying on the ground by a
policeman. They said a medical student was
prevented from giving him first aid before he
died.

The man was shot outside the Metropolitan
apartments in Alexandra Road, Hillbrow, at
about 11 pm last Wednesday.,

Dorothy Wheeler said a policeman shouted
at her: *Don’t touch him”, when she leant
over the dying man. Blood was pouring from
his mouth and his eyes were glazing over, but
she noticed one hand still moving.

Witnesses told The Star they heard gunshots ;
and saw a man running down the street stum-
ble and fall. While he was on the ground,
the policeman shot him from about 10 m.

Ms Wheeler said pelice made no attempt io
help the man. Another witness said the police-
man turned and walked away after firing the
last shot. He did not check the wounded man's
condition,

Police grabbed The Star’s camera to prevent
pictures being taken and threatened to confis-
cate it. The medical student who tried to help
the man was subsequently arrested.

Police liaison officer Captain Eugene Opper-
man urged people who witnessed the incident
or who have any information to contact Ser-
geant Erasmus at Hillbrow police station, (011)
643-4811.

Police ‘gmvemed




Education crisisic]
is big, says Sash;

THE education crisis in South Africa is so big that any
child who manages to- go through school and get a
mairiculation cectificate at the end is an elite, says na-

tional vice-presjdent of the BJack Sash Mrs Mary
Bunon.g»g,—v"""""r blte{q0

Addressing the annual speech day at Epworth School
in Maritzburg yesterday, Burton said there were thou-
sands of children in South Africa who had no hope of
achieving a matriculation certificate - and whose lives
would be permanently affected because of this.

*“The goal of the Freedom Charter, ‘thar the doors of
learning shall be open’, remains for now, at least, a dis-
tant dream,”’ she said,

“Even with the willingness of many to share some
of the benefits of education, there is a long way to go.””
- Sowetan Correspondent. e
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Rural women or

By PEARL MAJOLA

SEX discrimination is
still very much a reality
for women in the rural
areas.

And this prompted the
formation of the Rural
' Women’s Movement by
Transvaal women last
year,

The movement was
formed with the help of
the Transvaal Rural Ac-
tion Committee (Trac), a
subsidiary organisation of
the Black Sash ¢oncerned
with helping rural people
faced with forced
removals.

RWM aims to unite
rural women and give
them a platform to share
their probletns and work
on solutions together,
while assisting them to
develop skills such as
sewing and trench gar-
dens.

Fighting the problem
alongside these women is
Lydia Kompe of Trac.

Bomn and bred in the
rural areas herself, the is-
sues and problems facing

LYDIA KOMPE
them are well known to
Kompe,

“My concern for rural
women grew when I
started working for Trac.

T found out that it is
them who are first hit
with ftoticey of removals
befoie the men, who
usually work far from
home,"’
Kompe.

*“Yet, when decisions
have to be made, women
are not given a chance to
contribute to those deci-
sions.

**The men come home
and the Kgotla, the
decision-making  body,

explained }

meets to discuss w
needs to be done.
“*Women are excluded
from the Kgotla and are
only called in to explain
what the authorities said.

*“The RWM was then
formed to address this
particular issue and then
get women together to
discuss other problems
they face Iike why they
have to be excluded even
from issues that affect
them directly,’” she said.

They have succeeded
in getting women into the
Kgotla in some villages
such as  Braklaagte,
Mogopa and Driefontein,
but Kompe maintains
there is still a lot of work
to be done.

It has been a struggle
because men still feel
dominant and feel they
will be breaking tradition
if they allow women into
the Kgotla,

“The RWM has the
support of unmarried men
who are aiso not ailowed
into the Kgotla because it
is assumed they do not

935Sy

n nd the problems
facing married men.

“‘But they are saying
that as adults they need to
be involved when deci-
sions that are going to af-

fect their lives, are
made,’’ she said.
‘‘Another issue we

want to tackle is the gap
between rural and urban
women.

“Urbanisation has
divided black women and
urban women have access
to facilities which are not
available for rural
womern.

'“This creates a feeling
of inferiority among rural
women. We have tried in
the past to bring the two
groups of women together
on occasions like Nation-
al Women’s Day, but it
has never worked.

“*Often the medium of
communication on these
occasions is  English
which leaves rural women'
out because translation is
seen as a waste of time by
urban women,'"" Kompe
said.
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~ Joyce Harns of the Black Sash rejects the Government’ s la

Sremn
Erase apartheld’s 1mgrlnt on th “earth:

INCE- 1955, When “the National
Party Government immorally
removed the coloured voters from
.the common voters roll in the

- Cape the Black Sash has constant-

" ly-and consistently registered its
‘protest against all apartheid and

.un]ust laws, some of which are

' currently bemg removed from the

< statute book.

It is painful but unproductwe to
ponder on what the current situa-
jon in our country might have
been had. our words been heeded.

. However,. we cannof remain silent
Aover thé Government’s White

Paper on the land Acts.

- Naturally we welcome their re-

peal ‘but our-organisation has been

* intimately involved with the Gov- .

~ernment’s whole policy of forced
removals since they were first

brought to our attention in East .

- London in 1959.
We organised mass campaxgns
of protest. We issued a map of the

.Pass Laws, and all the disruption

removals in 1978 and re-issued it a
couple of years later. We published
hooklets. We wrote letters and arti-
cles to the press.

Ag

halt the Government in its deter-
mination to alter the face of South
Africa to suit its selfish policies. It

caused untold suffering which con- '

We fought the migrant labour., tinues fo this day.

systern, the hostels, the homelandsiZs
» Government to refuse any repara-

policy, the Group Areas Act, the

inherent in their implementation.
We formed Trac — the Trans

-vaal Rural Action Committee —=

as a wing of the Black. Sash, to".
work in. rural -areas with people

:-threatened with removal or al-
-ready removed and su.ffemng gross
. injustices.

Always we made our informa-

-thIl .public, and always we made *

representation to those in' Govern-

- ment who had the power to re-

verse decisions made on behalf of

millions of people who. had no rep- .
“resentation in Government and.
whose lives and communities were

being mercilessly destroyed and
uprooted.

But nothing and no one could

It might be convenient for the

tions, sheltering behind logistic and
cost difficulties, calling on people -

7 to let bygones be bygones and .

‘make the best of what is now on
. offer. But' it-is:totally .unaccept-
> able to ali those millions who have
suffered so grievously,.as it is to
those who have been aware of their -
suffering. . .

These deeds were perpetrated in

living memory. Many of the people -
involved are still trying to return .

to their land. Much of the. land is
still available.

The proposed: leglslatmn will en-‘

trench the present pattern of gross-
Iy unjust: and unéqual land distribu-
tion, with the very real possibility
.of a further wave of dispossession,

leadmg to yet thousands more ]om-

- A

arms

Surely land must be an abso-
lutely fundamental subject for ne-
gotiation? Yet once again we have
the Government deciding on its
.own what should .be done and how
dt expect;s people to feel about it.

w;s“"
There can be no peace. unless

e ]ustlce*:s*"seen to be done — in

" every sphere ‘of life, but’' now, par-
::ticularly with’ regard to land. No
-.one pretends that there-are any
* easy solutions. There .will ;be-prob-
lems.and complicationsand con-
_flicting claims.

But something has to be done
about the dispossessed péople, and
a Government which once found it
quite easy to uproot, dispossess and
remove, should not find it impossi-
-ble to resettle, reimburse and satis-
fy — partlcularly if it works il cop-
tjunction with the .people“con-
cerned (!

L

ing the-seven million already mth-l -
out adequate shelter.
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-‘-THE Black ‘Sash yester-
"day slammed a goverr-
. ment notice about artifi-
;‘clal msemmahomr’as

"/The'Black Sash’s West-
; ern.Cape group said in a

 plicit references to pop—

Pohtmal Staff

raclst and sexist, L

critical’ statement that
the notlce, isshied: ‘on
May ' 17,% contained ex~

ulatlon groups. © . '

> The''notice also sa:d
regulatmns would not ‘af-
fect the artificial i insemi.’

,natmn of a person “who
Was’ not. married” or
,those without the writ-’

ten consent of the
-spouseof the person. ' "

-8
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29 years '
R CEtT Y S

I U g TR g )
(By'GAVINEVANS® ~ . aiF - [
" THE Black Sash will “reclilim” the’
steps of the Joharinesburg City Hall at
+12:30-today = 29 years after all der-
‘opstrations were baniied there, -~ [*
- “The last City Hall steps demonstra-
tion'saw the Sash holding a silent day
And night placard protest-against the
Sabotage Bill, which criminalised a
wide range of protest activities. ‘
-This time; the démonstration-will be
more postive <— and severai of the
stalwarts who protested against the
promulgation of apartheid lawws will

? ST & o
*“We will call for homes for all, ori€.
" education for all, one citizeriship, iri;
-one couniry, political tolérance; politi-
cal-honesty, justice for all, just fand al-"
location, a just and pedceful society,.
equal rights for.woinen and fair and -
impartial broadcasting,” said Black
Sash representative Gill de Viieg, -
The protest will begin at 12.30 and
engatpm
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Women form
new allianéé

e %\’7«\0\\ Staff Reporter

A WIDE range of organisations — including the
ANC and the Black Sash — have joined forces to set
up the Women’s Alliance, '

The formation of the alliance was yesterday an-
nounced at a press conference attended by church
groups, trade unions, the ANC's Women’s League,
the Organisation of Lesbian and Gay Activists
(Olga), the Muslim Youth Movement, the South Afri-
can Democratic Teachers’ Union (SADTU), Rape
Crisis, Azapo and the Black Sash.

Ms Karin Chubh, of the Black Sash, said a cam-
paign would be launched to educate women on their
rights and a women’s charter would be drawn up.

She said negoetiations would soon be started for a
new constitution and a bill of rights.

It was essential that women were organised as a
political force to ensure that women’s demands
were not ignored. The future South African govern-
ment would be forced to adopt the United nations
Charter on Women, she said.

The Black Sash, traditionally a human-rights or-
ganisation, would now concenirate on women's is-j
sues, she said.




h.Members of .the.’

'regmn of, tlie. Black Sash tq

*day braved. the early mornitig

‘ chll] ﬁnd ,oceasionalﬂabuse
ag smg mdtorists to'~

a.]g,rot t}hg%é)nst /What' the’ or-'

ganis sation de; cand%‘h" the:
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corrupt Jand

respons
,.',unﬁr?.lstworthy,: hehayiour~of
the Go‘iernment”i ('@)5 V
. 17 Piekefers’ (gathere Tt sev-

eral places along Jan’ Smuts
Avenue ,’meldmg placards:
wh,ich \mcluded “Apartheid
- caused!'sanctiong” and’ “Infe;,
" CCB ,,xnk thagal atd).
Ne .,_W "“3
-‘s.pokeswoman said “We
ar not convinced that eVery-
 thingiis ont,in the.open.”
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Hy DAWN BARKHUIZEN

THE women of the Black Sash were sharply
divided by a heated debate on whether viclence
was Justifled in fighting repression during the
80s, a new hook hag disclosed,

British author Kal Spink, in Black Sash — The
Beginning of a Bri dge in South Africa, says the
dispute, which spanned the decade, resulted in some
members quitting the organisation.

father or
légli?;g v;lthts e ﬁ(:ongrois of  tance”
tudents from whom®! National president Ma

she took the affidavits. © *.Burton adlr)ultted Blac

Said Mrs Wentzel “I,Sash members were prob-
never felt the fdea of justl-, ably vulnerable to the
tied defensive violence' criticism of being blanket-
should be thrown out the ly anti-government “prob-
window, but it was neces- ably because of having

uestioned the - part of the pattern of resis- '

Veteran Black Sash

from
residents. -

The violence issue arose
as black resistance galned
momentum in the late 705
Prior to that, the Black
Sash had essentially one

the strong-arm methods
used to keep it in place,

of the Black Sash found
themselves confronted
with black-on-black vic-
lence — necklace killings,
murders of black police-
men and thelr famiiies and
intimidation of individuals
who broke strikes and hoy-
cotts. ",:.l 3
Forced. .

Spink writes: “It was a
time when mothers were’
belng made to watch while
their sons were burnt to
death and If they eried they
were enemies of the
ple; households were
orced to send representa-
tives to funerals ‘or else’;
eople found breaking the
yeotis were forced to eat
the soap and oil they
brought back to the town-

S.

'Bl‘he fact that violence
was increasing not only by
the state, but by those com-
hating repression gave rise
to the question of how far
such suffering could be
regarded as a justification
for reactive violence.”

The dilemma facing the
Black Sash was:

@ Should it denounce
“the liberatory violence” of
those who had taken |:r
arms against apartheid,

state violence?

» @ Or should whites from
their comfortable va.ntage
points in the suburbs
refrain from standing in
judgment on people strug-
gling to survive and driven
to violence by a violent and

Mrs Wentzel says in the
hetd was so evil ... but

somewhere there was the
idea that to be critical was

member Jill Wentzel “melted
away” from the Sash. She led the lobby which demanded , Aries. Nobody seemed o government, for so many,
the orﬁfnlsatlon publicly condemnn vio

e state or township s

enemy — apartheld and’

But suddenly the women

It was a

Evil - "

just as they condemned’

intransigent government?

sary to put down bound- been in opposlition to the
want to do this. . ' years”.
o

Wi YLk
Wy L

Influx. By 1989, however, “when

“There had been an lent and people were so
.~ influx into the Black Sash clearly not on the side of
sat that tlme of members of . the authorities,” said Mrs
Trthe Congress of Demo- - Burton, “there was a Iack
> erats. They wére the kind  of courage in speaking out,

of people whe would be” partly because everything
! thréatened by the possibil- was so confused and people
i ngoﬁ ; oa::a? ) Pl?:chmegaé . did not. kxI;ovg who the gooc}
ry_ change puys or bad guys were.
s because that would not! think we ha?rse come
#bring about :tha_}\socla.lj‘.gt through that and have the
+ millentum.” ", courage to say what we
* Joyce Harris, another think”

ence whether it be ;.

. everything was so turbu-:

Jill Wentzel
during a
protest

in 1981:
‘Somewhere
there was
the idea
that to be
ctitical was
not to be
supportive,
the idea that
the vislence
used to
enforce the
boycotts was
excusable
because of
the wviolence
of apartheid’

't long-standing Black Sash
member, was clear about
her position: “Lawlessn
'remaing lawlessness,
whbmever It is committed
i, by, for -whatever reason
- nanble It miehe bar
W ' . ¥t standable It might be”
time. Wheg ;24h  She felt if the Black Sash
wew ', IF.applied judgments in one
mothers 23" Siares gnd not another It
: . risked turning into an ac-

Cwere being‘ o clept:\blevwgﬁ;r of thtggtmg-

1 &) -

: made to ' ,E:m;:arﬁ by vit‘)}l‘:nt mega;‘;.
watch while  vulnerable - .

Port Elizabeth Black
Sash member Judy
Chalmers, however, said
the debate was largely

their sons
were burnt -

to death'and asagemie.

if they cried . se sngs ssemens

... were not that close to the

they Were . vience, not seeing the

. .. horror and fear cansed by
enemies Of ;7. the state” she sald.

3 sif “We were horrified by

the people =% the necklacings but for 8

** policeman to be' attacked .
! was, for those of us dodging
Rt Sl . the bullets, very often a
not to be supportive, the ease of self defénce.”
iden that the violence used * Another view came
to enforce the boycotts was .’ from Margaret Nash,
excusable because of the, " She sald: “I hate the vio-
violence of apartheld” % lence of headhunting #nd
. Mrs Wen vecalled - shrink from It, but see it as
" telephoning a Black Sash part of the pathology of a
. member about a youth who, soctety that has for nearly
. was hacked to death.when " 350 years been deformed
he and his father were by white supremacy and
* "sent for” from- g, duneral sthe nger that flows from
vigil. et TR the ] of o gun* '
* 1 Tha woman o the others+* "I hate even rore the
end of the line sald, yes, she * Institutionalised violence
knew all about it and was” of &, so-called Christian

book: “You had to make.
allowances becatse apart-.

collecting affidavits —
about the subsequent:
action by the police. ~
But she never, it seemed,
interviewed the youth’s

- manipulated black thﬂ!eo 13

governinteitt that has bru-
talised, dehumanised and

to the point where
of headhunting becomes
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The Black Sash calls for clarity oh political prisoners

Amnesty or travesty"

St 31112

HE Black Sash calls upon the
the Government to make em-
phatically clear its policy on the
release of political prisoners.
Among those released since the
Pretoria Minute are people from

the Left and the Right and people”

who in no circumstances could be
regarded as political (eg Le Grange

| and Van der Merwe).

Many political prisoners whose
cases would have appeared to have
been clearly of a political nature
have applied for indemnity and yet
have been refused. Some of these
have been released on parole while
many still languish in jail.

Despite comprehensive defini-
tions of what constituies a politi-
cal crime (Government Gazette
November 7 1990) the nature of
the crime does not seem to influ-
ence the release process. Some
people convicted of necklacing
have been released while others
are still in jail; some MK mem-
bers involved in incidents where
c1v1han§ died have been released

while others have not; some pohtl.-
cal trials have been suspended
while cthers continue.

Though the negotiations between
the Government and the ANC on
the release process have been up-
front and documented, it is not
clear if these agreements are appli-
cable to other political parties.
Have, for example, any right-wing
groups come to arrangements with
the Government? Have the right-
wingers who have heen released
been through the process of apply-
ing for indemnity and has this heen

granted or were they released unt- .

laterally?

the November 7 Government Ga-
zette applicable across the board
and should it not be adhered to
stringently?

Aggravating an already confus-
ing sitnation are the general am-
nesties that have been declared
since last December and though
these might have assisted in the
release of a number of first of-

fenders they liave not helped many
" genuine political prisoners who do
not fall into these categories.
*These amnesties have served to
create anger and frustration for a
. large percentage of the prison pop-
‘ ulation, while the lack of prepara-
tion for the release of thousands of

. common law prisoners has resulted

in enormous problems for the pris-
oners themselves, their families
and society. Moreaver, they have
undermmined the justice system and
the idea that criminals have a debt
to society.

»&To resolve the conflict surround-

: -+ «ing political prisoners and to pre-
Is the cut-off date as gwen in i e

vent manipulation of the process of
the release of political prisoners by
groups who are not committed to
the process of negotiation and a
“new South Africa”, the Govern-
ment needs to urgently clarify
many of these issues. « -~ -~

" @ This article was wrilten by

Laura Pollecutt for the Trans-
~vaal regional council of the
Black Sash.O

.
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ACK Sash members are
set for a confrontation with
Bophuthatswana police
when the organisation
stages a protest in Mafi-
keng tomorrow.

The protest is aimed at
highlighting the banning of
the Black Sash in Bophu-
thatswana and drawing at-
tention to what organiser
Suzanne Nossel calls “gen-
eral repression” there. -

While there had been im-
provements in free politi-
cal expression in SA, Bo-
phuthatswana remained
repressive, Nossel said,

She said 25 Sash mem-
bers joined by supporters of
the Transvaal Rural Action
Committee {Trac), banned
with the Black Sash in 1988,
would stage the protest.

A Bophuthatswana gov-
ernment spokesman said
that in terms of the Internal
Security Act promulgated
earlier this year, permis-
sion for gatherings had to
be obtained from the Law
{ and Order Minister.

The office of Law and
Order Minister Amon
Fegoe zaid it was unaware
| of any such application
from the Black Sash, and
any gathering would there-

fore be illegal.

]
|
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Sash see
access t~

plcketers =1

Staff ReporterM\ lh\ﬂ\\

The Black Sash broug\lt 'an ur~
gent interdict against the Bo;
phuthatswana. police last night
fo gain access to members who
were detained after”picketing
in Mmabathg on Saturdaym% !

Sash spokesman* Barbdra
K}ugman said last night a
istrate, a State prosecutor and
the organisation’s lawyer’Had
convened on*Saturday night Jor
& bail. applieation bk the Jin-
vestigating afficer, a . am
Hlakanya, did'not arrive;

The 1t Black Sash mem\b
and four *foreign observ r§
were remanded in eustody, be-
cause the bail application
could not be heard without: he
officer. il L ﬁf\fi &

A Bophuthatswana pol ce
| spokesman said they vyould p-
pear in court today,f hut,‘ge-
clined to say ow iy people
would appear or hat Ahey
would be: charged ’w th. T E

A Black Sash laWyer-pésse
Captain Hlakanya'on an Mma: -

. chase; Ms Klugman $4id; Be
" forcell the officer pff the road-
- and demanded access-to his clir
] ﬁs‘« ptztn Hlakarya-said he-
ecidé. when. to
4 thase armteﬁ' g}m‘%ﬁ i g
-Ms Klugian said the Blak
Sash, which is~banned in Bo!..
phuthatswana, had been tpld
earlier that its members .had,,
been charged with creating ar
public disturbance, promoting.
a banned organisation ; d‘
 holding an illegal gathering.
@ The Black Sash will prot
by holding a picket along*&m
Smuts Avenue this morning.- i

i b
™A

-

[

ALY

was confidéntial, he'said. 4. | -

batho road yesterday. a’nd.,gav? ;.,«a

e .
b
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Staff Re orte

The Bophuthatswana governw
ment yesterday refused a Pai
application for 16 people de-
tained in Mmabatho on Satur-
day during a demonstration gr: ]
ganised by the Black Sash. 7= v

Black Sash spokesperson Bar-|
bara Klugman said the Botq
phuthatswana governme«nm
wanted to keep the detainees, . |
custody until Qetober 14 for fur- ’j

ther investigation. "

Three German citizens, Kb‘sl
ter Muller, Heinz Kusherer and:;
-Adelheid Kistner, and US cltisi]
zens Lauri Adams and Chefy
Benner were among those danu
tamed on Saturday. o

* The group was arrested on-
charges of creating a public
turbance, attending an meg;'gj
gathermg and furthering bhen
aims of the Black Sash, whictijs |
banned in Bophuthatswana i

The German and US embasm,
sies, which do not recognise the,:]
homeland, yesterday officiallye}

placed responszblhty for the,gx;‘_.t i

detained citizens in the handsrof-]
the SA Government. ¥ ansa

Embassy spokesmen ‘eqns; |

demned tlie arrests and des
manded the detainees’ immedi;+

ate release, The US Embasgy.- -
declared it was appalled by thec} -

arrest of “two (American) by;,J -

standers” who, according -te.s
their information, did nothmg m

deserve arrest. - .- L

“We hold the South Afrmamn

Government responsible fpr}

this, as we consider Bophuthg~A
tswana to be part of South Aftir
ca,” Barry Walkley of the U.,S.n

Embassy said.

A picket organised by thgm

Black Sash was held outside the.~
University of the Witwatersne

rand yesterday to protesi.)

against the detentions and “these

failure of President de Klerk .} .

insist on an end to repression-ig--f

the former homeland”. 1 A
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Staff Reporters lOﬁ)

The Black Sash members .
and foreign observers
held in custedy at Mma-
batho in Bophuthatswana ;
| _since Satilirddy were -t
‘leased yésterday, S£§h
spokesman said.~ 7 1

Transvaal reglonal
chairman Barbara Klug-
man said the 11 Sash
members wha held a 20-
minute picket demon-
stration on Saturday |-
morning had been
charged with staging an
illegal gathering and had
paid R200 admission-of-
guilt fines,

Four overseas obsery- .
ers — whose arrest |©
raised the ire of the Unit-
ed States and German
embassies in Pretoria — -
were yesterday released,
without being charged,
along with a Mafikeng
Anti-Repression Forum
member.,

On Monday, the State
had indicated it would
apply to have all 16 held
in custody until October
14 pending £urther inves- .
tigations, - !

m
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Minorities take Barmine to court

THE attorney campaigning on behalf of

minority shareholders in the Barplats -

Mines (Barmine) platinum operation for a
better deal from former owner Rand

L MATTHEW CURTIN 1

fraction of the price when Rand Mines took
over Barmine from Loucas Pouroulis,

Mines is to take the mining house to eas L, L
on QOctober 22. @ Vaatz said it was vital for minorities to

Windhoek lawyer Andreas Vaatz
yesterday minorities would seek a coort
ruling in terms of the Companies Act as to
whether minority shareholders had been
prejudiced by the deal in which Empala

e A (TR0
m 23,
Section 252 of the&Amord L l

tion to minorities and Vaatz said he conld
hardly visualise a better case in which the
court conld compel majority shareholders
to buy back minorities' shares.

In the current arrapngement, which
shareholders have to ratify on October 18,
minority shareholders® interests are dilut-
ed and their shares will be worth a smail

ote against the scheme at the meeting, as
those who did not could not expect any
redress if a court ruled in their favonr.

Minorities have also questioned whether
Rand Mines kept them adequately in-
formed of all relevant aspects of Bar-
mine's Crocodile River mine and the com-
pany as a whole. The mine’s new owner,
Implat, has mothballed the mine indefi-
nitely and shut down the mine's smelter
and metals refineries. :

In terms of Section 257 of the Act, minor-
ities have said a court should compe) dis-
closure or insist on a probe on whether
Rand Mines ‘was guilty of negligence or
incompetence in running Barmine, -

Vermaas got
life savings

will keep I ‘t““t SEiItlfe

Seg,

mwmmnﬁnui%top

entrepreneur said he in-

vested his life savipgs with

Albert Vermaas because of

the assurance that there

were no risks involved, the

Pretoria Supreme Court
vesterday.

banning of the organisation in Bophuthatsw:
PRETORIA — A Pretoria spokesgmn Barbara K‘lugman.iTFl g@ EE ii% ‘
16

necessary,

heard

GJ van Tonder, of the
company Gerdor Wonings,
said he had invested Rlm in
October 1988 — shortly be-
fore Vermaas's investment
scheme collapsed. .

Van Tonder became in-
terested in the scheme
through a Sanlam agent,
who told him that be could
earn 25% interest in an ip-
vestment scheme based on
“back to back short-term

Speaking shortly after the rélease o
yesterday, Klugman said such action was A
given the level of repression in'Bophuthatswana, and its
inability to enter into the spirit of negotiations which
existed in the rest of SA. : :
The detainees were released paying R200 admis-
gathering. The other

sions of guilt for attending an illegal
charges were dropped. - e

The two American and two mn foreign abservers,
‘as well a3 the chairman of the eng Anti-Repression
Forum, Laura Taylor, were}released without being
charged. -

They were arrested in Mmabatho after a human rights
demonstration on Saturday, an charges of creating a
public disturbance, attending an illegal gathering and
furthering the aims of the Black Sash. -

Bophuthatswana President Lucas Mangope said de-
monstrations were not permitted in ferms of legislation
due to the “massive damage” caused to property and
buildings by demonstrators in the past.

investmenis” that carried
no risks.

He added it was a fact that detractors wanted to make
the country ungovernable. — Sapa. * °°

Desgpite_assurances that

- siavyere Ay ey e EIE e YA AT 1Ay
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! ThesBldek Sosh supports the @nirenchment of aBil of
Righisiinitbe new Solith Alican consfitution In order to
gug@_@l,e__g the equal access of all cliizens fo justifioble
r&ur‘r_u,}l,~ Ights through an independent Constifutional

N 1’ Ollr."'-(‘;.-' . ‘: “ . LT )

In-order for a Bill of Rights fo be efiective:

@ mechanisms must exist for people fo

., clalmthelrdghts |
@ the process must ensure that a Bill of

w2 Rights has legltimacy
- @ithe majority of people must understand
. iisprovisions. ..

@ i must reflect people’s needs and Interests
Different needs and Interests will often be in confiict.
The-Bill of Rights must not provide unfair protection
of privitege, butf should malntain an equliable

. balance between private interests and public good.

- The, decislon- over; which rights have priorify during
the.process of transfomation will form the nub of ~pL-:
the negotiation process.

“ e ._\' - P r
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The Black Sash gives an update on human rights in Bophuthatswana

One step

HILE South Africa has ini-
tiated a reform process
aimed at negotiating a just future
» for all its citizens, Bophutha-
tswana, a creation of apartheid
South Africa, has failed to follow
suit and indeed appears te be
moving in an even more repress-
ive direction in a desperate at-
tempt to stave off inevitable
change.

The much vaunted Bill of
Rights contains a number of
clauses gnaranteeing freedom of

" speech and assembly. But subse-
quent security legislation has nul-
.-lified these and reduced the Bill of
* Rights to little more than window
dressing.
. The Bophuthatswana Internal
Security Act gives authorities ex-
- tensive powers of defention with-
- .out trial. Numerous allegations of
torture during detention indicate
- that these powers have been li-
" berally used and abused.

All political organisations are
required to register as political
parties, but in practice any real
opposition to the ruling Bophutha-

" tswana People’s Democratic
- Party (BPD) is effectively si-
. lenced. The official opposition
‘party, the Progressive People’s
Party, has been banned and Chief

L

1= Lucas Mangope's recent re-elec-
|:-tion to a third presidential term

forward

ST tofizdql

was unopposed. Other political or-
ganisations banned outright are
the Black Sash, Transvaal Rural
Action Committee (Trac) and the
Bafokeng Women's Club.

Although officially unbanned,
the ANC has found that all appli-
cations for permission to hold
meetings have been ignored or re-
fused. Executive members of sev-
eral ANC branches face charges
of holding illegal gatherings.

The Seecurity Clearance Act is
another measure used to silence
and intimidimate political oppo-
nents. The Act gives the presi-
dent of Bophuthatswana the
power to dismiss employees of the
State, parastatal and educational
institutions, if he believes they
constitute a threat to the national
seeurity or the maintainance of

“law and order. Dozens of political

opponents have been dismissea,
Including the superircendents of
Bophelong and Thusong hospitals.
Bophuthatswana is also the only
“independent homeland” that de-
ports South African citizens; at
least one prominent academic and
one lawyer have been deported
and declared persona non grata.
Apart from the formal banning
of organisations, labour legisla-
tion in Bophuthatswana prevents
workers from joining unions affi-
liated to Cosatu and Nactu. De-

» tWOo steps back

spite this, several large South
African companies operating in
Bophuthatswana have recognised
the rights of employees to join
these unions, an action that has
led to the deportation of several
senior executives.

This was brought into sharp
focus by recent labour unrest and
disputes over the recognition of
the NUM at Impala Platinum
Mines. The fact that Impala is the
largest employer and taxpayer in
Bophuthatswana may force a re-
examination of labour legislation.

Much of Bophuithatswana’s eco-
nomic prosperity (in comparison
with other homelands) is due to its
platinum resources and the fact
that the price of platinum more
than trebled between 1984 and
1989.

However, the gap between the
rural poor and the urban middle
class and civil servants has wi-
dened considerably. Allegations

" are rife of corruption and embez-

zlement of public funds by govern-
ment officials. Millions have been
squandered on non-productive or
white elephant projects such as a
R250 million power station never
used, an international airport, lav-
ish government buildings, and a
rmuliimillion-rand opera house.
Agricultural parastatal com-
panies run at a loss and seldom

D (1)
benefit the roral poor. On the
other hand, the very successful
Thusano Foundation, a self-help
scheme that provided employ-
ment for.10 000 people in building
and agricultural projects in rural
villages, was closed by Mr Man-
gope in April, allegedly because it
posed a political threat,

Desperately poor and remote |
rural communities are also not
free from the pervasive climate of
oppression. This frequently takes
the form of vigilante activity, par-
ticularly in Braklaagte village,
which has resisted incorporation
into Bophuthatswana, Attacks be-
came so0 intense last December
that 6000 residents fled and

-sought refuge in Zeerust, where

they remained for six months.

The bhanning of the Black Sash
and Trac, as well as growing evi-
dence of human rights violations

. such as those described above, lay

behind the decision to stage a
Black Sash picket in Mmahatho in
October. In keeping with Bophn-
thatswana's  paranoia  about
“threats to the State”, 11 Black
Sash members and five observers
were arrested and held in.police
cells for three days. The Sash
members pleaded guilty to a
charge of holding an illegal gath-
ering and were fined and given a
three-year suspended sentence. 0




By Anthony Ndlovu

THE BLACK Sash this week con-
demned the proposed banning of
demonstrations and gatherings out-
side parliament saying the building
“i5 not an ivory tower to be kept away
from the people’s needs™.

A bill being debated in parliament
is intended to abolish all gatherings
and demonstrations outside parlia-
ment within a defined area, and to
remove the power of the chief magis-
trate of Cape Town to give permis-
sion for such events.

The organisation’s spokesperson,
Ms Mary Burion, argued that pariia-

Black Sash condemns bid t
ban parfiament demonstrat&a

Soudl V32 ~ \al

ment “belongs to the people and ex-
ists for the people™, and added that it
was a legitimate exercise for people
to demonsirate ontside parliament.

If it is passed, the bill will change
the title of the existing Gatherings and
Demonstrations Act of 1973 to the
“Gatherings and Demonstrations in the
Vicinity of Parliament Act,” and re-
define more narrowly the area in which

all open-air gatherings and demon-
strations are forbidden.

“Parliament is of supremely sym-
bolic importance to the citizens whose
lives are affected by the decisions
made there, it is appropriate that on
occasion citizens may feel sirongly
that their physical presence outside
the walls of parhament is the most
effective way in which to demon-

strate their concern over legis-
lation being debated there,” Burton
said.

She said other provisions of the
law were quite adequale to deal
with any disturbance of the peace or
damage to property, and the chief

. magistrate was capable of deciding

whether permission should be with-
held.
“We have protested in the past

against legislation which curiails the |

freedom of people to hold gatherings
and demonsirations and we raise our
voice once more to oppose the re-
moval of the last possibility of hold-
ing them in the vicinity of parliament,”
Burton added.
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held; at ‘the- Johannesbur

" Collége of Education on Fri:
“day. March 6 -7, The confer-, "L

ence 'is open theapress :and

apm ‘Contact. Gill .de Vlieg

~'at’ 834 83872 'during’ office

-hovrs: or. Pat-Tucker, at 788-
- 5639 after 3 pm for jore &\
talls

 Black Sash to meet.

. The' Black Sast’s. anriual na-
-tlonal conference ‘will be,

..bhe pubhc The ‘Black Sash .
_‘national presulent Jenny. de
"Tolly ‘anid former president
- Sheena Puncan will be the
" -‘speakers at a public meeting
‘whlch .precedes the confer-
.ence on Thursday March 5 at -
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s that propelled
protests of Black S
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BLACK SASH by Kathiyn Spink (MethuetrR59; 89}
"THIS is not a history of the Black Sash. It doesn’t
need to be: the territory has been covered before.
‘Kathryn Spink has chosen, instead, to give a
sketchy (very skeichy) background to the forma-
tion of the arganisation and then to focus on isstes
— influx control, removals, the controversial
“violence” debate, the question of alignments
with other organisations and the Black Sash’s role
as “watchdog”. ,

She had done it competently énough in 5 faint-
ly didactic work with a somewhat skewed per~
spective derived, I felt, from the fact that she
appears to have concentrated far more of her atten-
tion on the organisation’s activities in the Cape
thari anywhere else in the country.

Pat Schwartz

e s e
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They re not about to hang u

HE challenge of democra-
tising the constitution-
making process shifted the
Black Sash back inte high
gear at its recent national
conference, held in Johannes-
burg,”
“People assume we are
. going to hang up our sashes

* now — that there’s nothing

left to. do. There’s more left
to do ‘than ever,” said presi-
dent Jenny de Tolly.

. This perception of over-
whelming quantities of work
ahead stems parily from the

. demands of political transition

— such as campaigning for a
more accountable and inciu-
sive Codesa, and finding paths
to free and fair elections. But
a lot of it has to do with the
. 8Sash’s particular glimpse of

. society from its position as &

'~ eombined human rights/social
.«service organisation.

* In their advice offices, Sash
. members are confronted daily
mth hundreds of people q im-

STan
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As South Africa moves away from apartheid, the Black Sash believe there’s
still plenty of work ahead to ensure the masses have an effective voice in the
) constitution-making process, reports JO-ANNE COLLINGE.

poverished, driven to the outer '

edge of existence, human evi-
dence of what Mrs de Tolly
calls “an extraordinary col-
lapse of society™.
The conference
that the huge under-class left

:in apartheid’s wake must have .

an effective voice in the con-

_stitution-making process.

Partly to this end, Sash de-
legates resolved to warn Co-
desa to “limit its discussions
to the processes required for
establishing a constituent as-
sembly and refrain from de-
ciding matters which should

Trightfully be decided by the

elected representatives of the
people of South Africa”,

Until a constituent assem-
bly was in place, Codesa

should submit is decisions to

‘a panel
Jprominent -human rights or-
. ganisations ... to ensnre.there
.are no

stressed .

“drawn .from all

infringements of
human rights principles”.

In addition, the Sash is to
start educating the most pow-
erless sectors of society about
elections. As a sequel to the
booklets, “You and the Pass
Laws” and “You and Your
Pension”, “You and the Vote™
will be soon be in print.

The Sash believes that inde-
pendent monitoring of elec-
tions will be crucial.

The conference called on
Sash supporters to “monitor
and expose covert policies,
strategies and actions de-
signed to perpetuate minority
control of power and privi-
lege in a post-apartheid South

Africa that will constitutional-
ly be democratic, nonracial
and non-sexist”.

In a statement, the confer-
ence spelt out its perception of
the Government’s “updated
total strategy designed to de-
stabilise and weaken its oppo-
nents”. On the one hand this
involved “orchestrating politi-
cal violence, the assassination
of opposition leaders, the ran-
dom killing of frain commut-
ers, and the deepening of divi-
sions in black communities al-

ready under economic and so- |

cial stress”.

And on the other, it depend-
ed on economic restructuring
through the privatisation of

services ‘and natural resour- -

ces. This was calculated to

“deprive a future representa-

sashes

tive government of access to
the economic resurces it will
need for a constructive pro-
gramme to increase national
wealth and distribute it more
equitably”, the Sash asserted.

Despite its concern that Co-
desa should become more in-
clusive, the Sash is not seek-
ing representation. As an :or-
.ganisation of fewer than 2 000
‘members. (almost all of.them
white: and middle class), it
hardly met Codesa’s criterion
of “demonstrable support”,
Mrs de Tolly observed,

The Sash has been disturbed
at the virtual exclusion of
women from Codesa. There is
something of an irony in-this.
For, despite being a women's
human rights group in & heav-
ily patriarchal society, .the
Sash has never tackled gender
oppression head on. This was
changing, ‘she- said. Every so-
cial problem:it confronted was
‘now being analysed in terms
of its n:npact on women. O

- ¥
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Women 1n drive to mﬂuence ne

Soulil 20— bl

THE BLACK SASH has called on
Codesa to make its proceedings
public by broadcasting thermn in fu.ll
on radio and television.

The organisation raised concerns
about the legitimacy and brief of
Codesa at its national conference
last week.

“Codesa is a positive step in the
negotiation process but we believe
only an elected body should have
the right to decide on a Bill of
Rights and constitution,” the Black
Sash resolved.

“These issues should not be
debated in advance in secret meet-
ings by parties at Codesa.”

The organisation proposed a

Human Rights Review Comrmttcc
be established — comprising alt
prominent human rights organisa-
tions — to review all resolutions
tabled at Codesa.

The Black Sash called on Codesa
to prevent the government from
unilaterally restructuring or privatis-
ing the SABC.

“Impartial reporting is an essen-
tial compenent for free and fair
elections and for many South
Africans, particularly raral people,
radio is the main source of contact
with the events and concerns of this
country,” it said.

Meanwhile, the ANC Women's
League will build a stronger pres-

<

ence for women during the negotia-
tion and election process when it
scts up its own negotiations forum.

This decision flows from the
league’s Western Cape regional
conference last weckend.

“We will conduct an active edu-
cation drive around these issues: to
ensure all wornen remain inforied,
specially in rural areas,” a
spokesperson for the league said.

The campaign for a women’s
charter will also be intensified and
involve the Wornen’s Alliance in the
PFOCCSS,

“The campaign will focus on
researching and compiling a charter
that guarantees specific rights, pro-

tection and affirmative action for
wormten in the future South Africa.

Flected on to the regional execu-
tive committee were: Ms Mildred
Lesea (chairperson), Ms Nomatyala
Hangana (secretary), Ms Rashieda
Abdullah (vice-chairperson) and
Mrs Rhoda Joemat.

The PAC’s African Women’s
Organisation of Azania (AWO) held
its second annual congress in
Bloemfontein last weekend where it
unanimously approved the PAC's
decision to withdraw from Codesa.

Ms Ellen Mothopeng, daughter-
in-law of the former PAC president
Mr Zephania Mothopeng, was
elected chairperson of AWO.,
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“ buisinessmian if the violence-and:in: .
stability jn"South African soclety

_:ness wag little affected by what
wag going on “outside the walls”.

: -con.ference
that ‘the majority of the ‘péople in

excluded from decision making and
‘zpmcesses of government, from

_,\

HEN Shee‘na Duncan, Na-‘
, “tional Advice Office cosordin®
atdr of the Black Sash, ‘asked.a -

would-affect. prospects for-foréign -
. mvestment she was told that-busi-- -

The responsé gave Mrs Duncan_’.
the théme for-her opening address - -
to”the. recent.Black Sash. nat10nal~'
<. constitution makers really ) listen'to
- what is-being shouted at them from-.
- ‘the large penphenes of the World
.,_Trade Centre in Kempton Park.”

. The ‘présent. Governmeént,- Mrs -

We, have: always bee 'aware

::this. country.:are marginalised — .

sharmg m econarmc wealth " she
-gaid. ‘. e

- “But perhaps. in the last two.
years “we,"too, have become so im- __

“imersed in-the large-national de-

" bate ‘about’a new constitution and
-change.’thdt we:have not contin- -
ued to foeus properly on those who

- have been outside- the walls in the .
_past and will continue to be outside.:

the walls jnless :we do somethmg

‘- to.ensure that political leaders and

‘Dt‘mcau suggested, “is moving very

d I PR

- fast: mdeed to; entreuch economxc{_.

-power in white hands.and economic
--power is, in the end pohtmal
-power”

She dded: #T:think that-what.
we are’seeing are. 1moves to ensure

We must cons1der those on the penphery of our 5001ety, wrltes Pat Schwartz

1sten to those outSIde the
‘ Crae. 2¢22

Walls

pomted out that “the Expropna-

- tion Act Amendment Bill seeks to

. that'a future democratically elect-,

" ed government will have no power

.-%o respond to the demands of its

. .constituency because:- -sovereignty . .
will have been removed from Par-
liameént to the ésoteric preserves of ..

. the rieh in the courts of law.”

+Mrs ‘Durican: made reference to,.,”

"we'Ifare cons1derat10ns ‘such as
State’ pefisions, “Thé Social -Assis-
- {dnce-Bill 'seeks-to remove-the
lIegal right to a pension.” She also * -

-_.incréase the costs to & future gov-

‘ernment of expropriation of pn—

.. ‘vate property”. -

““Private. property is soddenly
‘something important because we
have thé property and noe one must
he allowed to-take away from us

+ that which we ‘have stolen from
"+ other’ peop]e in the past

7. “The urge to. prwatlse is. aston-
xlshmg Adn"the light of the past. his-

i tory of the Natmnal .Party and. its

focus ot national socialism and its
nationalisation of everything it
could lay its hands on.” O
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' ‘where they are burjed.

By Michael Sparkf [/ C

and Political Staf; ==

CAPE TOWN — The Black
Sash yesterday called on the
ANC to identify and act

. against members responsi-

ble for the killing of col-

~leagues in ANC camps be-

{ween 1976 and 1990.
It also urged the ANC fo ex-

1 i)ose the truth about alleged

deaths in its camps.

The call was made by Black
Sash national president Jenny
-de Tolly and her predecessor,

" Mary Burton.

They were responding to
-press reports about an alleged

.ANC document which names

265 people who died in ANC

‘.camps in suicides, execufions
_and shooting incidents.

The document, called List of
Deceased Comrades, purports

to give the travelling names of -

those killed, their real names,
the causes of their death and

. rule of law
one of earllest.casualties In
times of liberation war.

Jenny de Tolly .

According to the document
more than 70 guerillas died in
skirmishes with Unita between
1987 and 1938,

Among the victims were Ce-
kiso Hoyi, also known as Ronald

amp de

ath

STArC

Msomi, who was allegedly one

of ‘Seven guerillas executed.in

Quibaxi camp, Angola, in 1984: .

Seven other ANC members
were allegedly shot dead in the

- the press, Mr Hani said: “Al- .
though the Government is nego-

"“only as a political enemy, but

1
same camp durmg an “ANC
confrontation” in 1984, and six
others were killed by muti-
neers.

Mrs de Tolly and Mrs Burton
said the rule of law was one of
the earliest victims in times of
conflic¢t and liberation wars.

“If the allegations are cor-
rect, the ANC cannot escape re-
sponsibility for the acijons of its
officers,” they said.

Even if prisoners were con-
victed of espionage and treach-
ery, they had to be treated in
terms of the Geneva Conven-
tion, they added. .

Chris Hani, ANC executive
member and former head of the
organisation’s armed wing, yes-
terday denied any knowledge of
the list. However, Mr Hani said
he was aware that a commis-

sion had been appointed to look -

into the matter.
Asked why the ANC would
leak that kind of document to

tiating, it still regards us not

, ANC urged

some of the old-style people re-
gard us as a real enemy.’

He added. “The Government
is reeling from scandais of cor-
ruption and killing. They are
trying to say it was not only us
who did the killing.”

But Mr Hani pointed out
there were distinct differences
between what happened at the
hands of the security forces and
what happened in ANC camps.

Mr Hani, said the ANC had

to defend itself from agents of
the security forces infilirating
into the organisation.

- But he added: “What is now
heing debated by the commis-
sion is the strategies that were
used, not all of which were cor-
rect.”

Mr Hani said a key differ-
ence was’that from the begin-
ning, ANC president Nelson
Mandela had said the organisa-

tion would fully investigate any

irregularities. The Government,

on the other hand, “has been ;
trying to cover up what they did }

for years, and they are still try
ing to cover it up”.

v
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HE formation of a Natiohal
Wamen’s Coalition to draw up
a Charter of Women gives women

the opportunity to express their .

views and share their ideas about
the sort of society they would like
and, in particular, how society
should view women, T

The coalition ecrosses all party‘

political lines, so, for the first
time in South Africa’s history, all
woren now have the epportunity
and the responsibility to take time
out to consider their needs and
their future. . '

We are living in histaric times.
Great changes are taking place in
our society, causing much ques-
tioning, much hardship and many
doubts. If we are to build a just
and equitable society, in 'which
women’s as well as men's rights
will be advanced, women should
be involved in the process.

The majority of women, that is
African women, suffered more
than any other group under apart{
heid. They were treated as minors
regardless of age, denied the secu-
rity of a2 family life and often had
to raise children single-handed.

Vast numbers of women were
relegated to barren rural stums.
They were denied even the rnost
basic services let alone access to
edueation, training and jobs. !

Let us be very clear. Calling for
women's rights in South Africa, or
women's emancipation or whatev-
er you like to call it, is not some
sort of foreign aberration. Any
human rights programme which
fails to address women’s rights
will have failed to address the in-
justices of apartheid,

80 the setting up of a gender
advisory committee by Codesa is
to be welcomed and those who
pressed for it are to be congratn-
lated.

Yet what is of concern js the
apathy of many women. Is this be-
cause South African women are
content with their present posi-
tion, are unconcerned about hav-
ing a poorer chance of an educa-
tion or a job, at being paid less
than men when they are in work,
and having fewer prospects of
promation?

Dot women mind that they

-

[ ]

Sl = § '
are virtually abgent from all the
higher levels of government? Are
South African women satisfied
with caring for children and hus-
bands, with doing ‘;Women’s work”
at home and in employment?

Do their herizons stop at the
boundary fence of their home or
do they dream, as-women else-
where in the world do, of wider
opportunities for themselves and
their daughters? . Ji. .

In the past, South Africa saw
mighty and militant demonstra-
tions .by women: 2000 white
women marched through the cen-

.tre of Johannesburg in 1955 and

18000 atiended a mass meeting to
protest l.against .. ‘government
moves to change the constitution
and disenfrachise coloured voters.

An even 'greater nurhber of
African women protesied against
the extension of the pass laws to
women and against apartheid.

During the '80s, women again
played an important tole' in the
struggle against apartheid and re-’
pression, But'it was mostly the
role of “do-er” — the women's
role, rather than that of decision-
maker, which was left to men.

As in the ’50s, few women
raised demands for their own lib-',
eration. Following the stormy "80s,
we have emered a period in which
we can go forward. |

Parties to Codesa may express
fine sentiments, may elaim to be
“non-sexist”, and may even agree
to redress injustices to women,

. but unless they know that the de-

mands of the few women in their
ranks have the backing of
women’'s groups around the coun-
try such agreements will never be
maore than paper agreefnents.
Nowhere in the world have
women been handed equality on
a plate, everywhere they have had
to fight for it. South Africa will
be no exception. We do not want

. our daughters to turn on us in the

years to come and ask: “Where
were you when the Biil of Rights
and the new Constitution were
being drafted?” O

® Mary Turok represents the
Black Sash Scuthern Transvaal
Women’s Group.
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BLACK SASH: The Beginning of a
Bridge in South Africa, by Kathryn
Spink (Methuen, R65,99)

“LEST we forget” might well have
been the subtitle of this recent study
of the Black Sash. Any history of an

organisation dedicated, as the Black *

Sash is, to human rights in this coun-
try, must start with a history of the
abrogation of those rights in the par-
ticular system of legal discrimina-
tion and social injustice known as
apartheid.

The actual subtitle chosen is taken
from a remark made by the late
Molly Blackburn which symbolises a
hope for a non-racial future rather
than despair at the racist past. (It
was Molly Blackburn’s widely publi-
cised death and funeral which first
attracted the author’s interest in the
Black Sash.)

Kathryn Spink comes to this study
with an unusual range of achieve-
ments, an Englishwoman with a de-
gree in modern languages, her
career in London’s Metropolitan Po-
lice, and later marriage to a senior
policeman, gave her some sympathy
for the lot of the police, as well as
introductions to the police in SA
when researching this hook. Her oth-
er writing — a study of Mother Tere-
sa, and biographies of religious fig-
ures — indicate her concern for the
protagonists of compassion.

While her sympathies clearly lie
with the Black Sash and the men-
bers of the oppressed, this study is, as
Archbishop Desmond Tutu righily
points out in his foreword, no hagiog-
raphy. It is a searching, comprehen-
sive and occasionally critical study
that should be read by anyone with
an interest in our past and our future.

The Women’s Defence of the Con-
stitution League, which later be-
came known as the Black Sash be-
cause of the mourning sashes worn
by its demonsirating members, was
founded in 1955 by a small group of
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Black Sash’

Former Bfack Sash president Joya Harris lays a remembrance wreath on

the steps of Johannesburg City Hall soon after the death of Steve Bikg.

white women who were outraged at
the removal of “coloured” voters
from the common voters’ roll, The
original issue was constitutional,
rather than racial. “Eerbied ons
Grondwet” was the rallying cry of
the first major demonstrations,
which culminated in a great trek
from all corners of the couniry to
Cape Town.

Two years later the Black Sash
magazine commented that “nobody
lost his job, went hungry or lay
awake sobbing all night over the
coloured vote. But that is what is
going te happen over the Group
Areas Act”. The effects of the grand
design were being felt; influx con-
trol, Group Areas Act removals, and
homelands resettlements schemes
all claimed their vigtims.

For members of the Black Sash,
protest against diserimination was
extended to include active help. The
implications of the pass laws gave
rise to advice offices run by the
Black Sash in major urban areas.
They collected information about the
effects of this social engineering, and
tried to help individuals where possi-
ble by explaining some of the legal
labyrinths that affected millions of
people of colour.

Sash monitoring of the courts (par-
ticularly the commissioner’s courts
of the old Bantu Administration
Board, concerned with pass law of-
fences) did alieviate some of the
worst aspects of sausage-machine
Jjustice. Their concerns spread to the
plight of political priseners, and par-
ticularly of children in detention.

From being society ladies who
wore pearls and gave dinner parties,
Sashers began to mix with the prote-
tariat, to see SA from a different
perspective, to look through the ef-
fects to the structure of apartheid.

This had a radicalising effect on
the organisation. By the mid-eighties
there was a younger membership,
many of them armed with the intel-
lectual tools of radical social analy-
sis, a euphoric loyalty to the then-
banned ANC — and, possibly, a
romaniie view of revolutionary so-
cial change.

In addition, many had found a
warm acceptance, a level of friend-
ship, camaraderie and ubuntu
among African people which they
were loath to prejudice by critical
comnents.

Criticism of the structural vio-
lence perpetrated by government
was not always matched by condem-
nation of violence in the townships,
or of the armed struggle.

Spink has tackled in some detail
the thorny issue of the near schism in
the organisation over the violence
debate, and the organisations’s re-
luctance to condemn necklacing. Al-
though some members did leave,
feeling that the Black Sash had be-
come too partisan, the issue was
eventually resolved in 1986 with a
commitment to “a society based on
justice and the rule of law”.

The photographs presented in the
book teil their own story; on the dust-
cover a picture showing Di Bishep
standing in lonely vigil with a plac-
ard that reads “Human Rights not
only White Rights”, and Albertina
Sisulu with “Victory is Qurs”.

At a more frivolous level, the pho-
tographs document social change in
women’s fashions, from the early
days of respectable, sometimes
hatchet-faced matrons in hats and
coats standing with bowed heads on
the steps of the Supsteme Court in
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Bloemfontein in 1955, to the far more
jolly and youthful crowd of womerih
{racksuits and trainers in the 1980s,
often with babies in their arms. *'"'

-* 'This is not the first, and one would

" hope that it will not be the last,

account of the* Black Sash. Groping
towards the New SA the organisation
has had to" find a new identity, as
opposition” to. the NP .government

bad guys is a decreasing objective —

any:barbarians?”. " "~ . .. |
The legacy: of apartheid lives on,
particularly in the land issue; squat-
ter rights, pension and other.welare
concerns remain,and the Black Sash
has adopted'a policy of ecofeminism.
There are still battles to fight.
T HEATHER MACKIE

“what. shall become:of us without
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THE Black Sash in Port
Ejtzabeth has spoken out
strongly against the de-
tention of a 14-year-old
youth on charges of pub-
lic violence,

- Aceordinig to the Sash,
the boy was arrested in
Motherwell on the out-
skn'ts of the city, and held
in a cell in New Brighton
between’ August 25 and
September-4,

‘The boy and three
other youths appeared in
the PE Magistrate's
Court on Thursday when
the case was remanded to
October 7.

The boy dlleged that he
was taken in the middle of

the night o identify the
houses of the. other three

plckedu Do

Eatlier,” ball of R300
for the youth was. waived
and the. four wete re-
leased into the custody of
theiz, parents. :

In a staterment the Sash
said it was concerned that
children under the age of
15 were being arrested in
this manner and put in
prison cells with older
men,

“We are appalled that
the parents of the chil
dren were not informed
where they were being
taken to and that the
grandmiother of one of the
children spent ail Thurs:
day searching for her

grandson

' i N : ‘ ' -, - :J‘si!
;n}“ qlc-ﬁg .‘“*ﬁ
2. | “In' its- objection the-,

e 'Sash compared the deteni
“tion of the youths to-8 .

-------

case of a white:man from s
Despatch who \ wag arrest-
ed armed w1t1i'a 22 rifle .
ot a rooftop ‘diiting & re- .
cent ANC march

The, man ‘was released
immediately-without any -
bail application,

Police said the fnan was
released on 4 warning.

Police denied the 14-
year-old was held in a celt
with older inmates and
said that if young people“
have to be detained
ensure they appear iﬁ’~
court, such detention "
usually in a place of safes ~
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CP warns of b1bl1ca1 wrath

THE CP yesterday vowed to unleash its
own version of the “10 plagues of Egypt” if
its final demands for Afrikaner self-deter-
mination were rejected by negotiators at
the World Trade Centre this week.

CP spokesman Corné Mulder said the
party would make one last effort to con-
vinee the multiparty talks of the need for a
volkstaat, and if that failed, a programme
of passive resistance would be undertaken.

“When the Pharaoh refused to let the
Israelites go free after Moses asked him a
number of times, Egypt was hit with
plagues. If the negotiators say no to Afri-
kaner self-determination this week, our
case will be sound and we will hit SA with

DIRK VAN EEDEN

ating forum.

Qbservers said that the CP’s hardlme
approach might test its already strained
alliance with the Afrikaner Volksunie in
Cosag and the Afrikaner Volksfront. .

AVU leader Andries Beyers said that
walking out of negotiations was not.on
their agenda and that they would not fol-
low the CP if a confeueral system, fa-
voured by the CP, was no longer an option.

The AVU realised that a confederal sys-
tem was not a realistic solution for SA’s
problems.

The AVU regarded govemmant's pro-

our version of the agues. Maybe sal to incorporate Afrikaner self-deter-
will listen then.” g éﬂ‘ﬁs L i

He said the final answer on sel.t'-detemu
nation would come from the techmical

committee reporting back to the negotiat-
ing council.
“Afrikaner -determination is the

CP’s bottom line. Once that is no longer an

option for the negotiating forum, there is -
" “front in the hope that Constand Viljoen,

no sense in us staying at the table”

‘The technical committee is expected to
report back to the negotiating council be-
fore Friday's meeting of the larger negoti-

mination within a federal system as a posi-
tive step and would remain at the
negotiations to advance it. ) PN

Beyers added that CP domination in the
Volksiront was becoming a problem and
that the AVU was completely neutralisgd
in all the Volksfront’s political decision¥.

The AVU remained part of the Volks-

chairman of its directorate and known to
have closer links with the AVU than {fe
CP, could have a muderating influence.

Black Sash unveils vision for SA’

THE Black Sash unveiled its vision at the
weekend of an SA in which human rights
WEre reco edmlawandr edm
practice, f

It said its vision of SA was one “in which
the government is accountable to all its
people and attends to their basic needs”.

Last year the Black Sash’s western Cape

advice offices in Mowbray and Knysna

recorded 3 858 advice seekeers, a 67% in-
crease over the previous year.
“This increase is a tragic reflection of

the country’s economic state and the desta-

bilising effect of the ongoing violence,” the
Black Sash said. W)
Its aims were to provide-the constitu-

r Business Day Reporter - '

tional entrenchment and protection by law
of human rights for all, equal access to
justice for all, the estabhshment of demo-
cratic and accountablé government and
+ an awarenessof the roles e?f civil society as
viell ‘as'the state lin the’ achiévement of

social and economic justice. .

Its immediate goals included monitor-
ing infringements of pelitical and socio-
economic rights, monitoring how the rights
of women were affected and to campaign
for justice in legislation and state admini-
stration. It would also debate and research
human rights. " -

KOREA TR ADE CENTRE |
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Black Sash to & |
continue workmg |

for hum }1 S !
CLIVE SAWYEH Pohluc%§

THE Black Sash has pledged to continue its human
rights work on several fronts.

The organisation, which held its annual meeting
behind closed doors at the weekend, decided to or-
ganise national campaigns to: ‘

@ Work for gender rights, - -l

@ Monitor legislation, Lo . E

@ Encourage the demilitarisation of soclety.

‘® Conduct voter education campalgns for local
government elections, ¥

@ Educate women about mamtenance rights.

® Lobby for an end to capital punishment,

- @ Get involved in issueg like the Commission for
Truth and Reconciliation, 4

- The group said it would support a gun-free South
Africa campaign and would encourage the govern-
ment to endorse the dlsannmg of people and to
stop exporting weapons,

There would be a long-term campmgn to con-
vert the arms industry to allernative production.

- The group voted to “fully support” the recon-
struction and development programme.

v It reaffirmed its commitment to its resolution
last year to campaign for a woman’s right to
choose whether to have an abortion. o

“-It called on national health minister Nkosazana
Dlamini-Zuma and attorneys-géneral to put a mor-
atorium on prosecutions as a preliminary move to
reforming abortion laws,

In a letter to safety and security minister Sidney
Mufamadi, the group called for state support for
Peace Accord structures, -

“We support the demand for a proper, transpar-
ent audit of the financial affairs of the Nationa]
Peace Secretariat and recgfmend that control of
budgets for peace work/be devolved to regional
peace committees,” the/Sash said.

‘Mary Burton was e:i cted president.
¥



Sash calls for Enghsh
or Afrlkaans gazettes

PROVINCIAL government gazettes,
local authority by-laws and other le-
gal documents should not be printed
in languages other than English and
.Afrikaans, the Black Sash told the
PWV government yesterday.

“People who are literate only in
their home langiage but not in Eng-
lish or Afrikaans are uniikely to want
to read the official Provincial Ga-
zette,” it said in a submission on pro-
vincial fanguage policy.

Afrikaans translations should be
retained because the language was
widely used in legal documents and
widely spoken in the region, it said,

English had accounted for 42% of
the demand for Black Sash voter edu-
cation materiais before the election,
compared with 13% for Zuly, 9% for
SeSotho and Pedi and 5% for
Afrikaans. .

Afrikaans’ continued domination
as a “necessary second language
which our history has bequeathed to

s ... is a fact of life.” Altempis io
exclude Afrikaans could he reas-
sessed in future, but would be “an
unnecessary provocation at this
stage”.

It the PWV government issted reg-
ular newsletters, they should be in
English, “the only language that is
reaily useful to the majority of lirer-
ate persons, given the fact that there
is a ;limited amount of money
availahle”,

The submission recommends that

2ol

r " MARK ASHURST |

official forms such as those used to
apply for social grants, housing subsi-
dies and docements related to the
provision of services should be avail-

" able in all eleven official languages.

Forms printed in more than one
languiage were confusing hoth to the
public and administrative staff.

Government should aiso honour
the constitutional requirement that
people were entitled to written ex-
planations for administrative deci-
sions in the language they requested,
and staff in provincial public offices
should have the language skills to
reply to inquiries from the public,
verbally and in writing, in the same
language.

“The vast majority of people are
verbally muitilingual in several Afri-
can languages (and) newcomers rap-
idly learn other languages for verbal
communication purpeses. The spoken
‘township patois’ is a vivid and exact
communiecation téol.”

Radic was the mest important
communication medium for illiterate
people, and government should make
use of community ra@ to publicise
policy. e

It was vital that the decisions and
policies of the PWV governiment be
issued in “very straightforward and
simple words” to enable clear and
accurate translations into other lan-
guages by radio journalists.




Black Sash mlght F_g;lose Ie

A FUNDING crisis could force the Black
Sash to close its nine regional offices and
several hundred community-based advice
offices, former president Sheena Duncan
said yesterday.

Foilowing an annual budget meeting at
the weekend, Sash representatives “relue-
tantly agreed” the organmisation had no
choice but to inform its 45 advice office
staff of a three-month notice of retrench-
ment. If no funds were found by the begin-
ning of next year, they wouid close their
doors at the end of February.

Duncan said-the Sash’s advice office

ERICA JANKQWITZ

budget for next year was R4,4m, but it
could continue its service if between R3m
and R3,5m was raised.

Last year, the nine Sash offices handled
about 41 000 interviews of mainly destitute
people seeking advice on issues such as
pension payments and unfair dismissal,

The Sash appointed a full-time fund-
raiser at the weekend. Duncan said the
organisation had for the past two years
encountered funding problems as overseas
donors believed post-apartheid SA no long-

jonal offices

er needed an organisation fhich feyght
human rights abuse. H u.nj

Donors were now redirecting f
development projects.

“At a time when we are getting a human
rights commission and a constitutional
court and for the first time human rights
are being enshrined in the constitution, the
need for advice offices is all the more vital.
If advice offices disappear, people will not
have acecess to information to enable them
to enforce these rights.”

The first Black Sash advice office was
established in Cape Town in 1958.
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Black Sash aid to

o iU

thousands at l'lSk

WBY JO-ANNE COLLINGE

Blaek Sash advice offices
countrywide, which assist
tens of thousands of people
annually, will be forced 1o
close their deors on February
28 unless there is a dramatic
turnabout on the funding

front, w
Sash presi! e! !ary Bur-

ton made it clear that, al-
though retrenchment notices
would go out to ali staff mem-
bers within weeks, the organi-
sation would oontmue to ﬁght

et

-

for the survival of tlus key as-
peet of its work, -

"The annual budget Ineet-
ing decided to appoint imme-
diately a full-lime co-ordinator
of fund-raising for three
months and to campaign ener-
getically for new sources of
revenue,” she said.

Sheena, Duncan, a past pre-
gident of the Sash, said that
during last year the 45 staff-
ers in nine advice offices had
opened 24 000 new cases and
conducted 41569 face-to-face
interviews with people desper-

ately needing help.
Much of their work involved

" cutting through red tape to re-

lieve poverty — helping peo-
ple get the pensions, grants
and wages to which they were
entitled. The apartheid gov-
ernment might be dead, but
the apartheid bureaucracy
lives on, said Du.ncan

“Our task is to persuade
donors thet the development
which they aim to promote
will not happen without good
governance, fair administra-
tion and the exercising of eivil
rights.”
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Armscor prohe
open to public

JOHANNESBURG. — I

The Cameron Commis-
sion of inquiry into
Armscor’'s weapons
deals began yesterday.

"The Commission’s

chairman Mr Acting Jus- |

tice Edwin Cameron has
ruled that hearings
would be open-‘to the

ic .except in in-

B?’%ﬂ}s ; here national
security or}individual.

safety was inyolyed.
o anSe SN
link’ — Page{2

Xmas sdles
hoom expected

RISING inflation and
fears of another hike in
interest rates dented
business confidence in
October — hit Christnas
sales are expected to be
R3 billion higher than
last year.

Sales are likely to total
R23bn, with the biggest
improvement expected
in the Cape coastal avea,
acecording "to a survey
carried out by the SA
Chamber of Business.

® Xmas sales set for real
growth — Page 10

yesterday.
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government.

lion to non-governmental ‘organisations
(NGOs) instead of the government, its acting

Pooley, said yesterday. - 7
passed Pretoria officials and ministers.

night it was mystified.

Yesterday, Mr Pooley said Brussels was
keen to work through the South African
government, in a way that would never have
been possible during the apartheid era.

“What we need is a single minister and a
single official through whom we can channel
our development aid,” he said.

“We need a single channel so we are not
having to arbitrate between, say, the minis-

minister of health who wants another.
“With the new government, it is extremely
difficult to decide who should be the great

would soon be solved.
However, it was too late for the R440m to
be channelled through the government.
“We must avoid losing the aid at all costs —
and that we shall do,” said Mr Pooley.
“All the R440m will go to non-governmen-

T pER e ey

TN ]

The EU would now direct aid of R440 mil-

director of development policy,” Mr Peter

co-ordinator,” He said he hoped the problem:

Until now, EU aid has deliberately by

The South African government said last

ter of housing who wants one thing and the -

BRUSSELS. -~ The European Union (EU) * f.J tal organisations, to ensure none of it disap-
has abandoned efforts to channel part of its .’% péars down the drain” =~ - '
‘aid for this year through the South African. ;~

i

.

.next year is expected to increase by 25%.

Y

yassed in

'‘R440m

r
Sowo-at

The EU aid budget for South Africa for

" Mr Pooley added he hoped that in the
coming years, the EU would be able to chan-

“‘nel more money through the government,

. While maintaining some links with NGOs. '

But Dr Bernie Fanaroff, the deputy direc-

. tor-general in the office of Mr Jay Naidoo,
" - the Minister without Portfolio, said the mat-
- ter had been raised with Mr Pooley’s deputy

m

two weeks ago after press reports about al-

. leged difficulties and “they told us there
- were no problems”.

Dr Fanaroff also said neither Mr Pooley
nor the EU had raised the matter nor had
they written fo his depariment about it.

“If we had received anything in writing, we
would have deall with it urgently.

Lome treaty

“We can only concilude there is a problem
inthe EU structures. It is certainly not here.”

Meanwhile, the SA government is prepar-
ing to anpounce whether it will seek partial
membership of the Lome convention.

This is the trade and aid treaty linking the
EU with 70 developing nations.

Mr Pooley said he expected an application
for membership from the SA government, —
The Telegraph ple, Political Staff

—'_P——"—'W —

Funds® &/
threaf ™™

to Black
Sash

‘% By BARRY STREEK,
Political Staff

THE Black Sash may have to reirench
its 50 workers in niné advice offices
across the country because of funding
cuts, its president, Mrs Mary Burton,
warned yesterday.

The future of the advice office net-
work, initially established to help
black people fight pass laws, is at stake.

Mrs Burton’s announcement follows
decisions by some of the funders of its
R4,4-million budget, ircluding USAid,
to change their funding priorities.

The Black Sash has also still not
received European Unity funding
which had heen pledged for last year.

The problem has been caused by
funders’ decisions to support the
government directly through the Re-
construction and Development ‘Pro-
gramme and o move away from back-
ing anti-apartheid projects.

Mrs Burton said with its present re-
sources the organisation had no option
but to enter into immediate discussion
with all its advice office staff before
issuing a three-month notice of across-
the-board retrenchments.
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across the country bécause of funding
.euts, its presxdent Mrs Mary Burton,
warned yesterday ‘
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R4,4-million budget; inclnding USAld
to change their funding -priorities. .
The. Black Sash. has. also. still. not-
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gramme and te. move away from back-
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If Sash door closes, fwhere can the

HEBY ZINGISA MKHUMA

The Black Sash advice office,
which has been a haven to so
many people down the years,
is now in danger of clesing be-
cause funds are drying up.

Pensioner Johanna Mogale
is one of those who have
turned to the Black Sash when
they could find help nowhere
else. She had to go without her
much-needed monthly grant
for almost a year as a result of
bureaucratic bungling.
«When the 71-year-old grand-
mother confronted the authori-
ties, she was sent from pillar
to post. Last month the grant
resumed, without the back-
payments. Now, once again,
the battle to get the back-pay-
ments has begun.

On Tuesday sickly Mogale
joined scores of other desper-

ate and destitute people in the
Johannesburg advice office.

Dan Shabangu, one of five
case workers employed by the
Black Sash, says that every
day he sees between 20 and 35
people.

Although the bulk of the
cases involve pensions and dis-
ability grants, Shabangu says
the Sash also intervenes in Ia-
bour disputes and cases of po-
lice harassment and brutality.

He says, pointing to a group
of workers: “‘These guys
worked as subcontractors for
& builder and he now refuses
to pay them. There are no
written agreements between
the parties, and really, we do
not have much to go on.

“We will phone the builder
and write him a letter asking
for payment. If that fails we
will refer the case to the Small

!’ -

L t
o et o

Zodwa
Masilo, a co- ordmator at
the Black Sash office.

PICTURE: ETIENNE ROTHBART

Helping hand .

o :
\ccyi : C%emte go?

Claims Court, where everyone
can be heard.”

Shabangu could soon lose
his job, and tens of thousands
of destitute people could lose
access to free legal advice, if -
the advice offices close be-
cause of a shortage of funds.

Shabangu says it is prema-
ture for overseas donors to re-
direct funding to other projects
and leave out the Black Sash.

“We have a new Govern-
ment but the old problems are
still here. The new provinces
have brought with them new
problems files go missing and
pensioners are told tg rea)
for grants all the t1m ll&

"“We somelimes serve as
guardians for people who are
not even aware that they are
being ripped off. We cannot
simply close down — where
will all these people go?”
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for donations after its North
American funding lifeline was
severed, threatening the clo-
sure of nine advice offices and
|free legal services to thousands
of South Africans.

mined 0 sustain its opera-

"'Tpe Black Sash is deter-
ions,” said president Mrs Mary

THE Black Sash has appealed \ﬁjrton yesterday.

“With the help of the publie,
a vital service to thousands of
South Africans will be main-
tained.”

Donations could be ear-
marked by donotrs for spécific
advice-offices or projects.

The orgariisation’s main
heriefactor, USAid, recently an-

Black Sash.staff fadt Fétréhchment

nounced unexpectedly it would
not meet the Sash’s R750 000
budget proposal for 1995.

Mrs Burton said 47 advice
office staffers faced retrench-
ment by the end of February if |
alternative funds could fot be
raised.

The offices had served about
40 000 people so far this year.
— Sapa.



Sash seéeks’ fioney=>"
as US funds Qﬂﬁ;u

THE Black Sash yesterday app!aa ations
after its US funding lifeline was severed, threaten-
ing the closure of nine advice offices and free legal
services to thousands of poor South Africans,

“With the help of the public a vital service to
thousands of South Africans will be maintained,”
president Mrs Mary Burton said yesterday.

The organisation’s main benefactor, USAid, re-
cently announced unexpectedly it would not meet
the Sash’s R750 000 budget proposal for 1995.

Donations should be posted to the Black Sash
Advice Office Trust {fundraising number 08800-962-
0001), 7 Long St, Mowbray 7700. — Sapa
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Black Sash has
‘Been brought back
S from the brink ‘of
"I} collapse™— at least for
1 another six months :
A representative,
- Zodwa Masina, said this
“week the organisation
had received donations
which rescued " 1t from
. 0105ure -

’ She would not dwu]ge
who the donors werémnor
the'amount recetved.”
4, “We got mohey toTun
for six months. But our

- donors will re- -evaluate
the 'situation after that
and we may carry on

uiitil the erid of the year
Masina said. '+

The Black - Sash

- -’announced towards the

‘| end of ldst year that it

was facing closure
| because it had rui ‘oit of
‘»funds R
Masina said’a Y He
‘Sash's offices were iow
open ——Ecna P
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changes
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By Betsy Spratt

ANINTERIM constitution
is now in place. A perma-
nent one is on the horizon,
Now that its main goal
has been fulfiiled, officials
of the Black Sash believe
the time is right to focus the
organisation’s energies on
its advice office, says Ms
Jille Jille, southern Gauteng
regional coordinator of the
organisation.

Until now, the organi-
sation had a membership-
based branch and an advice
office section. The separa-
tion of the two sections
came about as a way of
countering the govern-
ment’s efforts to erush so-
cial change organisations
by striking at their fund-
raising arms, Jille said,

Divided in two

Consequently the organisa-
tion, formed in 1955 as a
way of achieving a moee
democratic constitution,
was divided inlo an advice
office branch with a trust to
fond ils activities and a hu-
man rights branch funded
by membership subscrip-
tions, Jille said.

The proposal to focus on
the advice council come af-
ter a workshop last month
in Cape Town. during
which staff members and
representatives from ail re-
gions looked al the most
efficient ways of continu-
ing the argamisanion’s
work, Jille said.
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, ) unched 40

| yedis:. ago to fight' apartheld
| has, dis

issolved its membershlp

.organisatmn‘ said’ in a"state-
ment:; s

The conference, he]d in: Cape
Town -this Wweekend, saWw the
emergence of the' Black Sash
Trust, a professional organisa-

tion which will continue the

traditions of the Blaek Sash
through its advice offices and
their‘ projects.

. “Fdrty years ago the Black
. Sash was born out of a concern
-for- equallty and justice for all

and the .sanctity of the: constt:
tutlon,” the Black Sash sald

' “It- is flttmg that;
,i:onstltutlon in_place and
aLfmal' cunst;tutmn' in-the pro-
dess fgbemg formulated, the
memhershlp body of the Black
Sash | lss‘olves ”—‘Sapa.

national conference the -

jith 4n in-

— - - R




Black Sash dissolves but does not die

THE\B]aCk Sash dﬂCldEd yesterday to dis- | NOMAVENDA MATHIANE ]
solve éit;s membershlp after 40 years in —
ex1stence ‘but would continue rendering had diminished and few people were volun-
adwce services and other projects throug C jeermg their services.

the newly-formed Elack Sash Trust. After the evaluation, the Black Sash was
.The decision to restructure came after eft with three options: to split the advice

consrultant Marian Nell, was commis-. . office from the membership organisation,
. sioned“{g evaluate the orgamsatlon Her to rebuild with a larger and more repre-
‘finding§'showed the change of government sentative memberstip, or close,
»\had?fblurred the orgamsatmn s focus, a - The Black Sash decided to continue but
resulted in a lack of direction. 9 r I under a new structure, the exact form of
Membership was dwmdlmg, fundraishig which had yet to be decided.

—_ - -l . ___
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AS it celebrates its 40th t;irthday this week, the Black Sash — veteran of the
grim years of apartheid repression — is streamlining itself to continue,the

e
IX women each phoned six wom-
en, who each phoned six other

women ... and they got a move-
ment going that was about defend-
ing what was right and condemning
what was wrong.

Thus, in the words of former
Black Sash president Jenny de Tol-
ly, began the movement that spoke
out fearlessly throughout the worst
years of National Party rule.

The simple idea of fighting what
was wrong, and upholding what was
right, sustained the Sash from its
formation 1 1955,

And the very same principles sus-
tain the movement today.

But just as the social and politi-
cal terrain has changed, so the Sash
has changed.

1t decided at its weekend confer-
ence to dissolve its membership,
and launch the Black Sash Trust, a

- professional organisation which will
continue the traditions of the move-
ment through its advice offices and
their projects.

Volunteers are to become asso-
ciatés, but continue working to-
wards the very same objectives
that launched the movement back
in 1955

Leading Sash figure Mary Burten
noted: “The public will not notice
the difference ... we wiil be doing
the same work and much the same
pecple will be doing it.

_“But what we are doing is profes-
stonalising the management of the
ofganisation — the new profession-
a} ‘staff will be accountable to the
board of trustees — to relieve vol-
unt'Fers of this burden.” i

In effect, it means the Sash will
be.more streamlined and volunteer
associates will be free {0 concen-
trate on core objectives.

“We see our roles of helping peo-
ple claim their rights, and keeping
a wadtching brief on the govern-
meérit, s an on-going challenge that
willi continue forever,” Ms Burton
said.?
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sure they are claimed'and protect-
ed; and are part' of ‘peopié’s’ daily
liveés;~and to build a larger pool of

. people’ who are aware of ‘the cog-
cepts of civil rights:- We see this as'
an  enormotsly’  valuable
contribution.”

good work. Political Correspondent MICHAEL MORRIS reports.
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Black Sash mem

It was the National Party’s con-
stitutional iniquity of May 19556 —
loading the Senate with government
supporters to secure the disenfran-
chisement of coloured veters in the
Cape — that incensed the “founding
Sash mothers”, as the movement's
histery puts it.

Within just a few months, the
campaign mobilised 20 000 white
women behind the Women’s League
for the Defence of the Constitution,
whose emblem was a black sash.

In the next 40 years, the organi-
sation made its mark nationally
and internationally.

At a special conference in 1958,
Sash members were exhorted to

-oe Apngnd ay ¢

| ‘There fiight not be much need
| for"protest in the future,”“but we
-| will’ continde to _remind the new
governmert of ‘its own promises
} and the expectations the society
has”/' © -

bers protesting outside

“turn ... towards the future -and
work more constructively for the
new South Africa which must sure-
ly emerge”. ‘

It was a long time coming,

The 1960s and 1970s were difficult
years. Yet, while the movement’s
membership hovered under the
2 000 mark, it pressed on
determinedly.

Every crackdown on freedom
was protested, and the government
and the country were reminded of
every name on the growing list of
apartheid deaths.

The Sash monitored and spoke
out against forced removals, and
worked tirelessly through its net-

parliament

__—-—__
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' 'T&TéTBlack Sash'ig alive and well and gearing itself up for the future, writes Sheena Duncan

Forty years of fi

Black Sash is not disbanding, as
Business Day posters proclaimed
this week. We are alive and well and
forty years old, celebrating our
birthday. We will be continuing our
work in our restructured form as the Black
Sash Trust.

The Black Sash was formed in 1955 as the
Women's Defertce of the Constitution League
and later adopted the name The Black Sash
kecause that is what the press called us after
tie black sashes we wore in mourning for
tie “rape” of the Constitution had become a
tademark. We were an organisation whose
nembership was open to women resident in
South Affica.

Until 1985 we operated as a single mem-
tership-based organisation, most of whose
vork was done on a volunteer basis. We ran
tie organisation on voluntary energy and
ommitment and were able to raise the costs
o maintaining our advice offices and other
[rojects on meney we raised at our annual
norning markets, jumble sales, book and
cake sales, bridge drives and the other ways
in which women raise money to drive the
c.wases they care about.

But by 1985 we were feeling the pressures
ol an ever-increasing workload in the advice

oftices and the decrease in the number of
women available to do voluntary work during
office hours. They were now working in their
own jobs and could only do the extra things
in the evenings and at weelkends.

This has affected voluntary organisations
all aver the world and is not unigque to South
Africa, but it meant we hadl to employ more
people to do the work we used to do by our-
selves and that meant we had to raise more
THoney.

hen the Fund Raising Act was intro-
Wducecl in 1978, we had taken a prin-

cipled decision that we would not
seek regisiration because of the way that
Act was then used to prevent the work of
organisations unpopular with the govern-
ment.

For a variety of reasons connected with the
loopholes in the Act and our consequent
need for tax exemption, we formed the Advice
Office Trust, which managed all the service
programmes of the Black Sash, leaving the
“political” work to the membership organisa-
tion.

We then had two parallel structures
which answered to our needs at the time
and worked efficiently in tandem. Now two
structures are no longer appropriate or nec-
essary and have been taking up a great deal
of voluntary energy which could be better
spent.

At our National Conference last weekend
we adopted several technical and organisa-
tional resolutions which repealed the Consti-
tution of the membership organisation and
created one unified structure called the
Black Sash Trust, which will put the pro-
grammes and projects of the Black Sash
under professional management.

We will employ a National Director, but wilt
seek to maintain and extend the involvement
of volunteers in our work, especially in the
enormous amount of Jobbying and advocacy
work in which we are now engaged. Because
a Trust does not have “members”, these vol-
unteers will be called “associates".

We would, of course, have preferred to
close down the Trust, but it manages our
money, so we had to dissolve the member-
ship organisation.

In common with all South African NGOs
and community-based organisations, we
have been hard hit by the loss of skilled and
committed people to Parliament, provincial
legislatures and the administration. One
day, the tremendous contribution of NGOs to
the workings of government in the transi-
tional stage will be recognised, but it has left
us all hard hit for the immediate future.

It is very hard to think ourselves back into
the heady days in 1955 and 1956 when more

ghting injustice

than ten thousand women marched and
stood in silent vigil in protest against the
Senate Act, the removal of the coloured vot-
ers in the Cape from the common roll, con-
trary to an entrenched Constitutional provi-
sion, and the early beginnings of detention
without trial and the destruction of the Rule
of Law.

We were rather different then. In our first
manifesto, dated May 23 1955, we described

ourselves as “mothers and grandmothers,
wives and sweethearts ,.." We would never do
that now. Our manner then seems curious to
the granddaughters who now carry on our
work. We used to wear hats and gloves. We
now wear jeans and T-shirts with slogans
like Womandlal But the commitment to
democratic and accountable government and
to justice and human rights has not
changed.

Cie) wm 19-25]s]ac
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The Women's Defence of the Constitution
League: The Black Sash rose out of the
constitutional crisis of 1955 and developad
into a voluntary group dedicated to fighting
against apartheid injustices

PHOTOGRAPHS BLACK SASH ARCHIVE
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What has changed is the way in which we
can now work, We remember the days when
Minister John Vorster replied to some com-
munication from us by saying “your commu-
nication is in the waste paper basket where it
belongs”, and the time when Dr Piet Koorn-
hof accused two of us of coming to him “hid-
ing behind the sldrts of the Church” because
we had gone to see him with a church dele-
gation to protest the break-up of family life
caused by the pass laws.

ell, we do not have to worry about
WDr Koormhof any more. He has

moved from the mass removal of
populations and the breaking up of families
to body building with Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger in Cape Town, while we have moved
from protest to advocacy in a new, open,
and amazingly transparent systern of con-
stitutional government. It is not by any
means perfect, but it is very different and
we have no doubt that we have much to
contribute to the building of a truly just
society, based on our forty years of experi-
ence of how law and administration affects
the lives of people.

This is still our strength. Our knowledge
does not come only from academic study of
Acts of Parliament and Regulations, but from
our understanding, taught us by the people
in our advice office quenes and the commu-
nities with whom we work, of how these laws
affect people at the receiving end of the poli-
cies of those in power.

We will be working in a different structure

in the coming years, but we are not going
away just yet,

Sheena Duncan is chairperson of the Black

Sash Trust and a former president of the Sash
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woimen, who each phoned

six other women ... and
they got a movement going that
was about defending what was
right and condemning what was
wrong,
* Thus, in the words of former
Black Sash president Jenny de
Tolly, began the movement that
spoke out fearlessly throughout
the worst years of National
Party rule.

The simple idea of fighting
what was wrong, and upholding
what was right, sustiained the
Sash from its formation in 1955,
And the very same principles
sustain the movement today.

But just as the soclal and po-
litical terrain has changed, so
the Sash has changed.

It decided at its weekend con-
ference to dissolve its member-
ship, and launch the Black Sash
Trust, a professional organisa-
tion which will continue the {ra-
gitions of the movement through
its advice offices and their
projects.

Volunteers are to become as-
sociaies, but continue working
towards the very same obijec-
tives that launched the move-
ment back in 1935.

Leading Sash figure Mary
Burton nofes: “What we are
doing is professionaltsing the
management of the organisation
— the new professional staff will

Six women each phoned six

- P-Women fearless in face of oppressioy

' AP e
THE Black Sash was a movement that éarne But a redeeming feature of
its stripes through some of the darkest eras of
political oppression, Political Correspondent

Michael Morris reports

be accountable to the board of
trustees — to relieve volunteers
of this burden.

“We see our roles of helping
pecple claim their rights, and
keeping a watching brief on the
Government, as an on-going
challenge that will continue for-
ever,”

It was the Natjonal Party’s
constitutional iniquity of May
1955 — loading the Senate with
government supporters to secure
the disenfranchisement of col-
oured voters in the Cape — that
incensed the “founding Sash
mothers”, as the movement’s
history puts it.

Within just a few months, the
campaign mobilised 20 006 white
women behind the Women’s
League for the Defence of the
Constitution, whose emblem was
a black sash. In the next 40
years, the organisation made its
mark both nationally and inter-
nationally.

At a special conference in
1958, Sash members were ex-
horted to “turn towards the fu-
ture and work more consiruc-
tively for the new South Africa

which must surely emerge”.

It was a long time coming.

The 1960s and 1970s were dif-
ficult years. Yet, while the move-
ment’'s membership hovered
under the 2 000 mark, it pressed
on determinedly.

Every crackdown on freedom
was protested, and the govern-
ment and the country were re-
minded of every name on the
growing list of apartheid deaths.

The Sash monitored and
spoke out against forced remov-
als, and worked tirelessly
through its network of advice of-
fices to ease the effects of influx
control and the pass laws, to
record the life stories of the dis-
possessetd and amass evidence
of the effects of oppression,

Its work earned it acceptance
in the black community, some
thing which few other white or-
ganisations managed to achieve.

The repression of the tumul-
tuous 1980s, the successive
states of emergency, presented
a daunting challenge to the Sash
to speak out when, as Mary Bur
ton put it, "it was too dangerous
for others to do so”,

this period was that the Sash's
role was acknowledged by the
steadily growing mass-based or-
gnnisations, and it was accepted
on the basis of its hard-earned
credentials.

When President Mandela
emerged from prison in Febru-
ary 1990, he publicly acknow-
ledged the Sash’s contribution,

“I salute the women of the
Black Sash,” he said.

However, for the women of the
Black Sash, this was not an end,
but a new beginning. As an edi-
torial in the movement’s journal
noted in September last vear:
“We inhabit a new space. It is
incumbent upon s to guard new
rights and entrench hard-won
democracy . . . civil society is not
of itself democratic.”

To this end, the Sash is
streamlining iiself.

“We certainly believe that
there is very exciting and impor-
tant work to be done, particalar-
ly in Parliament in monitoring
legislation and the committees,”
Burton said.

She adds: “We really belleve
we have an opportunity, with a
Government that recoghises
rights, te ensure they are
claimed and protected, and are
part of people’s daily lives, and
to build a larger poo! of people
who are aware of the coneepts of
civil rights.”




[ LiBERAL DEMOCRATS (TIc)
Crucial role., ;ﬁﬂgqu

Beacons of hope and liberal values during
the dark years of apartheid, the SA Institute
of Race Relations and the Black Sash have
been re-examining their roles in society.

The Black Sash this week decided to
dissolve its membership after 40 years. But
it is to keep its trust going, and through it
will continue to provide advice services, It
lacked focus and had been in decline since
the 1986 scrapping of the pass laws whose
victims it helped.

Yet the need for a liberal watchdog has
not diminished. In an address last week on
the institute’s role after apartheid, director
John Kane-Berman argued: “The ‘new’ SA
needs the institute just as much as it needs
an Auditor-General.”

Surveying SA's first year as a democracy,
he says though there is little doubt that in
general we are better off than we were, our
situation is paradoxical,

*We have a constitation which lays the
foundation of a liberal democratic State —
one based on the rule of law, individual
rights, private enterprise and limited gov-
ernment. Yet the party in the driving seat
comes from a revolutionary tradition. It is
not a liberal party, nor does it claim to be.
Who knows what manner of man is likely
to succeed Mandela? Who knows, indeed,
what manner of President Mr Mandela
himself will turn out to be?”

To ensure that it becomes and remains a
liberal democracy, says Kane-Berman, SA

¥
now ifaces four overriding challenges’ —
whichj the institute, as an unashamédily
liberal voice, aims to meet head-on:
Q To'consolidate democratic gains — to
givéidredit where it is due, identify positive
trends, insist on the rule of law, defend the
tight of dissent, promote openness in gov-
ernment and check abuses of power;
Q) To remain vigilant against a corporatist
State run in the interests of the powerful
and be willing to speak up for the underdog.
To a social democrat, this may mean
printing money to give jobs to the huge
number of unemployed. To a liberal demo-
crat, it means speaking up -against such
things as minimum wage laws and other
barriers to market entry;
QO To defend the notion of limited gov-
ernment against special-interest lobbies
seeking to resist privatisation, use the power
of the State to enforce quotas, ban “hate
speech,” impose “transformation” on uni-
versities and the like. We must blow the
whistle every time anyone seeks incre-
mental State intrusion or erosion of in-
dividual liberties; and .
0 To preserve our precious assets — the
private sector, civil society and our vital

+ faculties and institutions.

“Telling the truth without fear or favour”
is intrinsic to the way the institute has
always operated, Kane-Berman emphasises.
While many talk in cliched terms about cur
fledgling democracy, “there are enough red
lights flashing to suggest that we may be a
fledgling something else. We have a con-
stitutional court, many of whose judges
were chosen in ‘part for political reasons.
The same applies to the SABC board. It
took the National Party two vears to start
tampering with the constitution; Mandela is
threatening to do so after one year. The
Shell House cover-up was followed by the
clumsy attempt at whitewash in the Boesak
affair — which raises as many questions
about (Deputy President Thaho) Mbeki as
have been raised about (Allan) Boesak
{who, of course, is entifled to be presumed
innocent until proved otherwise in a court
of law).”

He reminded his audience that “among
whites, it was only the liberals who con-
sistently spoke up against such- things as
forced removals and detention without trial
and who applied to the Left the same
criteria as they applied to the Right”

He concluded by saying that the in-
stitnte’s core values have never changed,
“nor need they now.” The long years of
opposition to apartheid tended to obscure
differences within the opposition camp —
socialists were lumped with liberals — and
when the ANC could not operate openly, its
supporters worked in other organisations to
achieve its objectives.

That was in the past. “What remains is
the liberalism that stands for individual
liberty and limited government. Instead of
having to work all the time against what is
evil, we can build, preserve and defend —
as we will have to — what is good.”




Sheena came tumbli

= 5 Sheena Duncan, former president of the Black

ILL WENTZEL says in her Author’s

Note that her baok The Liberal Side-

away is a “subjective account of life

in the liberal community during the

last 14 years.” Of course, it has to be
a subjective account just as this response
has to be subjective. None of us are yet far
enough away from the debates and events of
the eighties and nineties to be anything other
than subjective about therm.

Ohbjectivity will no doubt be possible when
historians of the future are able to look at
our documents and debates from a longer
distance and assess what we did and what
we achieved and make some kind of judge-
ment upon us aboul where we failed and

Sash, responds to allegations in a new book that
her organisation compromised liberal principles

within the organisation” (the Black Sash).
That is also true and these painful differ-
ences were made acute by the terminal ill-
ness and tragic death in 1986 of Ernie
Wenizel whose thinking is evident through-
out this book from the foreword by Judith
Mason to the appendices.

He was also a friend to many Black Sash
members and dearly loved by many people
which made objectivity impossible and sub-
jectivity inevitable.

But, apart from being subjective, the book
is also selective. Perhaps that is also
inevitable when an author has a theory to
propound and support. A real history of the
liberal community in South Africa needs a

where we were mis- I much longer view than
taken. U just the last fifteen years
This book will be of Certainl and very much more
valtie to them as one Black Sash did struggle to detailed examination of
person's view of the maintain a steady course in the volume of written
white liberal community documents and
in the dying years of the those turbult.‘-:nt ve?rs' “.'e recorded statements.
apartheid system. were_pullc.td in all directions. The lack of an index
Certainly, I think we ~ We did “slide away” makes it extremely diffi-
in the Black Sash did sometimes. cult to follow the
struggle to maintain a - author’s themes from

steady course in those

turbulent years. We were pulled in all direc-
tions. We did “slide away” sometimes. It was
never easy to know what was the next right
thing to do and I have never been able to
achieve that absolute certainty of rectitude
which is attributed to the “liberals who did
not slide away” in the last chapter of this
book.

In arguing that slideaway liberals in the
1980s lost the ability to maintain a balance
between flexibility and adherence to a set of
humane values, which Wentzel argues may
be the most attractive aspect of liberalism,
she says we also seemed to lose some of the
qualities such as common sense; tolerance of
unfashionable opinion; willingness to exer-
cise one’s critical faculties; and she argues
that “rigid sanctimony towards those who
did exercise their critical faculties was a
characteristic of the slideaway.”

*Rigid sanctimony” is also one of the char-
acteristics attributed to the non-slideaway
liberals by other “subjective” thinkers in this
debate. The tragedy is that it has not been a
debate but a mutually critical {alking past
each other.

The author says that *...politicat differ-
ences began to affect personal relationships

one chapter to another,
but examples of selectivity are the references
to the Black Sash’s attitude towards incre-
mental change which are scattered in differ-
ent places. The theme of these comments
seems to be that the Black Sash ignored
incremental change and the “silent revolu-
tion” although it is admitted that we did
“sometimes” protest or campaign with lim-
ited objectives in mind.

That is quite breathtaking in light of the
fact that our whole history has been one of
taking issues one at a time and setting our-
selves limited objectives. We were working
with the people in informal settlernents, in
areas threatened with removal, with people
in the cities who stayed there whether or not
they had a permit to do so — all those who
were determinedly making the stlent revolu-
tion long before the director of the Institute of
Race Relations coined the phrase and discov-
ered the phenomenon.

It is ironic that it was members of the Lib-
eral Party who were also members of the
Black Sash who were totally opposed to the
idea of advice offices and who would have
nothing to do with them in the late fifties and
early sixties when the first offices were estab-
lished. They argued that it was nothing but
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assisting the government to enforce influx
cantrol.That was very useful criticism for us
because it made us determined that what-
ever we learned from individuals sitting in
those long and hopeless queues must be
translated into campaigning for the repeal of
the laws which brought them there and
which denied them the most basic of rights.
Adherence to unbridled free market princi-
ples seems to be a required characteristic of
non-slideaway liberals in the post-modern
definition. I have problems with that. Eco-
nomic booms in South Africa in the past did

not lead to justice and equity but, on the
contrary, were periods in which the
apartheid system was entrenched and codi=~
fied.

Liberalism has been defined in so many
different ways over the years that it is
impossible to know whether one is a liberal
or a slideaway or something else. Liberals
like labels so read this book and judge for
yourself.

THE LIBERAL SLIDEAWAY by Jill Wentzel
{South African Institute of Race Relations)
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service, CHARLENE SMITH pays tribute to her and the Sash women, whose fight against apartheid
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injustice goes largely forgotten

A thorn in apartheld govt’s side

‘ ‘ hat will we
do with chil-

dren who

dance

around the

bodies of necklace victims?” Joyce
Harris, then Black Sash vicepresi-
dent wrote in a 1986 Memorandum
on the Suffering of Children.

The answer was that we South
Africans jailed them - in 1986, 40% of
the more than 30 000 people in de-
tention were children.,

Children were removed from en-
tire communities like Kagiso, to
punish their parents for resisting
the apartheid state. Chiidren be-
came brutalised in all the ways
Joyee Harrls warned they would -
and we wonder now when we stare
Into the dead eyes of a hijacker

Stompie Seipei, who later died at
the hands of the Mandela United
Football Club at the age of 13, had
been almost continuously detained
by police since the age of 10, and
badly tortured on every occasion.

After his detentions he would
come to the offices of the Detainees
Parents Support Committee, an or-
ganisation founded by the anger and
determination of parents, but most
particnlarly Audrey Coleman, a
leading Black Sash member; He was
a dear, plump little boy with 2 ready
laugh anad rare leadership gualities.

The police shot chiliren. And
when police arrested those who
songht medical breatment, members
of the Black Sash, like Julia Heaney,
sommetimes with one of her own chil-
dren in tow, would travel fo Khotso
House to fetch people who sought
refuge there after being shot by the
police and ferry them to doctors
breaking the law by treating and not
reporting people who had been shot,
They could have been struck off’ the
medical roll. She could have been
jailed.

She broke the law, like other
Sashers, because the law was unjust.

In those awful years of violeitce
and haired, Black Sash women
opened their houses to United De-
mocratic Front leaders, trade union-
ists and others forced to live “un-
derground™ because of police
persecution.

Beulah Rol]mck, Gille de VHeg,
Miriam Hepner and dozens of oth-

&rs had peopie Iiving in their homes
for various periods, and akways had
a hot meal available or the Ioan of
their caz;, clothes, money or a caring
ear. It meant that many were regu-
larly raided by the sequrity branch,
who would sketch the floor plan of
their homes, photograph and ques-
tion their husbands or partners and
children, even their domestic staff.

Few were intimidated. They were
among the finest South Africans our
land has nnrtured,

Joyee Harris died of cancer re-
cently in Canada close to the chil-
dren and grandchildren she adored.
Joyce was committed to a just South
Africa. She despaired of someof the
new Sash members of the late 1970s
am early 1980s, who were seen as
young radicals. We almost split the
Black Sash in the early 1880s with
our belief in the “just war” argu-
ments of St Augustine and libera-
tion theology.

dJoyce, and others, was intensely
uncomfortable with the notion that
violence could ever be justified, At
least one prorrinent member left the
Sash because of those arguments
and launched bitter attacks against
it for years after:

Joyce, on the other hand, would
sit listening, her hands clasped in
front of her, an eye, affected by an
earlier siroke, blinking. She would
incisively demolish or question our
arguments, but never in a destruc-
tive manner Her approach meant we
all learnt, and grew together.

'I'oday there will be a memorial
service in the same small meeting
room of the Temple Emanuel where
the Free the Children Alliance was
launched, and where in the same
year we fried to launch the Five
Freedoms Forum until the security
branch switched off all the lights in
the avea.

Instead, we retreated to a Forest
‘Town honse, David Webster, to be as-
sassinated three years later,
presided with Sheena Duncan, who
with Joyce led the Sash through
most of those tarbulent times.

We will wear our sashes at the
memoriak the Blacl Sash, that black
slash across the bodies of women,
that said no to injustice, and became
an enduring symbol of the battle
against apartheid.

And yet the women of the Sash
were an unlikely bunch of revolu-
tionaries. Most, like Joyce, would be
horrified at the term. But in a

N R N
society that did not see hlack people
as people, they were.

Soine came to meetings wearing
pearls and neatly coiffed hair, others

protasts
kerbades of -
public roads.

wore jeans and T-shirts. Some knit-
ted. At evening meetings there
would be wonderful! homemade
borscht or vegetable soup, and

B %g;homeaﬂmmﬂnusewiththes.&
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harnebaked wholewheat bread.
Ome vear, the Sash moved offices
three times because white tenants
would complain about all the black
- people that came to the advice office
‘;;,and mysteriously always lmew the
Sashslat&staddrmslmﬁlitfuunda

Councll of Churches, a place of
_s Epence so threatening to the mayhem
© % of apartheid that the security police

- ~aze52 3% wpould later bomb it

The gquenss outside Sash offices

™, wonild begin at 7am and begin taper-
‘ingoﬂ'aMpm.anm]jkeEhmheth
Rowe, Joyee Harris, Dawn Ingle and
Ethel Walt, wonld sit and listen to

Pholof and the indomitable Mitta
Matika.
' Everyone knew the addresses of
- pass offices, the West Rand Board
Bantu Commibsioners’ Offices, how
+ to write an affidavit.

“What is your full name? Do you
have proof you were born in
Soweto? You need a birth certificate
1o get the pass that will aliow you to
work and rent a home ... ckay, if you
don’t havea birth certificate and the
clinic has been burnt down, do you
have any neighbours or other people
who can testify that you were born
in that home? Did your father in-
clude your name on his Iodger’s pex-
mit? Well, even if your name was not

. on the permit, because your mother

* was illegaily in Johanmesburg we
can still iry and find ways to make
vou legel. We'll do these affidavits
and then you must go to the Bantu

Cammissioner’s office so they can

hand, “...30 yor worked 15 years for

.° the same woman, and when you

started to work for her yon earned
R100 2 month, and she never gave
you a raise, and then last week she
told you, yon must go because you
are too old, and she has giver you no
severance pay? No pension? Why did
you never ask for a raise when she
made you work 11 hours a day, seven
days a week, for 15 years and never

had fine legal minds, although they

were not {rained as lawyers, Joyce,
In particular, took a keen interest in
the depressing monitoring of pass
courts, where people’s destinies
were sealed i

political trials - if there were injus-
tices, and there were many, she
would contact internattonal organi-
sations for legal aid or funds to help
the accused, or send reports to in-

asBashers pot assaulted, arrested, or
had eggs or water thrown at them,
sometimes by policemen.

Joyce Harris was 78 when she
died on August 27, She leaves her
husband Natban, children and

As a young woman she completed
a degree in social science at Wits
University, and was the first medical
social worker at the General Hospi-
1al before working at the Commau-
nity Centre in Fordsburg.

‘When the Black Sash was formed
in 1955 she was asked to become its
first secretary She was its magazine
editor on more than one occasion,
was vice-president twice, president
once and a prolific author of nu-
terous Black Sash documents.

doyee Harris was not a trendy
leftie She did not wear her heart on
her sleeve She did not bake bread.
But she cared deeply about South
Afiica and about justice for all. The
loss of such people leaves a deep
wound in our country that can only
be healed by others taking up the
canses she so earnestly believed in.

To paraphrase an 80s slogan:
Long live the democrats who are
quiet now, but will rise if ever again
ourfreedom is in jeopardy, May they
look to the Joyee Harrises of our
wardd, and take courage.

Hamba Kahle Joyce Harris.
Hambha Kahle David Webster: Hamba
Eahle Sicelo Dhlomo. We have too
tnany wounds that need to be healed.
W The memorial service for Joyce
Harriswill startat 5.30pmat Temple
Emanuel Centre, Oxford Road, Park-
town. Charlene Smith is ¢ freelance
ﬁmaiistwhajoﬁwdmeawd:s&sh

nBm.




