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ozambique gas

THE World Bank is ready to help fund a :]

multi-hillion rand project that could in l_ By KEVIN DAViE

time be part of gas pipeline criss-grossmg
much of the sub-contient. mﬁ' signed with the Mozambican government,

The bank has funded a pre-feasibit Talks are proceeding on how best to
study of the Pande gas field in Mozam- structure the deal, and there are also on-
bique, and bank staffers believe that a gong attempts to net a big international

pipeline could be built within a few years player mto the project.

to bring the gas to the Reel. The World Bank is expected to produce a
Natural gas could make a substantial ' project mformation document within the
contribution to the SA energy market One next few weeks. _
estimate 1s that Pande gas could make The project investigation has led to con-
annual savings in SA of R3-billion cern in SA industry circles that the feasibil-
| The possibility exists later that natural ity studies have been cpndueted on the
gas pipelines could Iink the sub-continent current high gas prices in SA. But Sasol
from Pande via SA to the Kudu gas field says these prices are not artificially high.

off Namibia, angd include fields m An 13 J Industry sources say gas prices are at

and Tanzania. I wﬁ[) ‘i i iq east twice the mternational average as the
!  Pande, 800km north of Maputo, will 1n- government prohibits LPG mmports. LPG
clude a R136-million field and a R2-billion prices are hnked to producer gas prices,

| to R2,7-billion pipelme to Komatiepoort, Sascol says pricing 1s coupled to 93 octane
gomg on to Richard’s Bay or Secunda. fuel as LPG 1s converted to petrol to main-
Sasol is said to be interested in the pro- tamn the LPG demand supply balance.
ject and has a one-year, first-refusal option Sasol reportedly earmed R100-million
with the Mozambican authority, Empresa profit from gas sales last year, It says its

ment is expected to renewed soon. tion 21 non-profit eompany.
Argentiian company PlusPetrol It 15 understood that the pricing struc-
pressed interest in operating the field. Oth- ture for the Pande project is still to be

Nacional de Hidrocarbonetos. This ggree. wholly owned company, Gaskor, is a Sec-
a%ex-

er South African private and public com- determined.
panies are expected to participate, and Eskom has been approached to build a
meetings are scheduled for early this year power station mn Maputo that will use

Pre-feasibility studies funded by the Pande gas, but it has a huge over-capacity,
bank have shown gas reserves of about 20 and sees the project as unlikely.

years. Further tests are bemng conducted as Petronet, which operates pipelines in SA
project participants hehieve 30 to 40 years’ for Transnet, says it 1s not involved in the

| supply will provide a mpre acceptable Pande project 17
cushion for the project. (_VABUSS) The Central Energy Fund’s DanieVor-
The plan is to pipe methane gas to the ster says “apart from commercial services
| Reefl where 1t will be a substitute for fuel, supphed by Soekor when the Pande 11 well
producer gas, ligmid petroleum gas and was drilled, CEF or any of its subsidiaries

paraffin A source says the project will are not involved in the Pande Gas Project.”

show a good return even at low current AECI spokesman Robbie Vermont says
crude prices of about R47,60 a barrel they are not involved but “should gas from
Natural gas could supply 25% to 307 of the fields become available, AECI would
SA’s energy needs. In cases, natural gas most lkely be m the market to purchase
supplies 456% of domestic energy. some of it.”
The SA government will be involved mn Sasol says a meetmg with its Pande

the project as conmtracts will have to he partners is to be held this month




APUTO — A key Mozambican
government mmsicr in ncgotia-
M tions with the Renamo opposttion
& says the peace process 18 not yet
* W EElrreversible and conditions for
multiparty elections have yet to be established

“Optumistic declarations, without anything
on the ground to jyustify that optimism, are
nothing more than propaganda for the interna-
tional Press,” said labour mimster Mr Teodato
Hunguana 1n a two-page intcrview 1n ycster-
day’s 1ssue of the Maputo weekly Domingo

Hunguana, amember of the government team
which ncgotiated the 1992 peace agreement
with Renamo rebels that ended 16 years of civil
war, was apparently refernng to optimistic com-
ments last month by the UN special representa-
trve 1n Mozambique, Mr Aldo Ajello

Irreversible process

Ajello said the peace process was irreversible
and the October 1994 target for the country’s
first mulaparty elections was now “more realis-
tic than had been thought”

But Hunguana, who s still a senior negotiator
in continuing talks with Renamo, said appropri-
ate conditions for October elections had not yet
been establhished

“Wehavealot todoto setup those conditions
Letusnot deceive ourselves We are way behind
schedule, and we need to create the conditions

Séwm 2hlag
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Despite assurances to the contrary, the Mozambican

peace process is not yet irreversible, says a minister

handling government negotiations with the Renamo

opposition. Sapa-Rettter reports:
(=21

that would make elections possible in October,”
he said

The alternative would be to hold elections “in
any old way”, regardless of the real situation on
the ground

“We have to hold elections, but 1t can’t be in
a disorgamised manner,” he sad

Hunguana was worned at the slow pace of
gathenng government and Renamo forces 1n
UN-run assembly powmnts spread throughout
Mozambigue

S0 far only about 12 000 men are in the
assembly ponts, out of a total of 80 000 who
must pass through them This number was
merely symbolic, satid Hunguana

“Right now, we don’t need signs or symbols
We need facts that make the peace process
nreversible

He said those 1n the South African military,
who controlled Renamo through the 1980s,
mught still be interested i destabilising Mozam-

bique

“Those forces, which waged the war from
South Afnca, who used Mozambicans as therr
Instruments to wage wdr, have not been com-
pletely disarmed or neutralised”, he said

*They still exist. We look at South Africa and
we sce thal Lthey are the same forces who are
disturbing the process of normabsation within
South Afrnica itself ” — Sapa-Reuter

‘Optimistic declarations,
without anything on the
ground to justify that
optimism, are nothing
more than propaganda for
the international Press’
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Maputo — The Mozambican
government sent only one soldier
to’ UN-run assembly points over
thie weekend compared to 410 by
the.former rebel movement Ren-
amn UN officials said yesterday

"The UN peacekeeping opera-
tion in Mozambique said in a
statement there were now a
total nf 8 300 government troops
and 4 581 Renamo guerillas 1n
the assembly points set up under
the terms of an October 1992
peace agreement which ended &
16-year war between the govern-
ment and Renamo

The agency said over the New

i

' 4 581 Renamo come in .

Year weekend 410 Renarho guer-
illas arrived at the asaemhly
points

The organisation said” the
eventual aim is to bring in a fotal

of 61 638 soldiers and 19 140 for- |

mer rebels, on their way either
to demobihsation or to mcor-
poration m a 30 000-man unified
defence force, before muyltip
elections next October. '_2, i<

The first assembl oints
opened at the end of November
and mitally the government
moved 1ts men mto them at a
faster rate than Renamo —
Sapa-Reuter
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ditions in black schools.

Radio Pretoria hears

THE right-wing radio station Radio

Partic Inqustrial and Ligneus #ro-

[ GAVIN DU VENAGE ]

JUURE I oM sivuo, vwwuay,

govt ruling today |

the weekend they would support the
station if it continued to broadcast in

Pretoria would hear today whether
its temporary licence granted last
month was to be extended, a govern-
ment official said yesterday

The official said the station had
applied to have its Licence, which
expires at_midnight ton;

ded "3t IphiA
extended. ’
He said a meeting uulg‘take‘-’)
place between government offictals
and the station today, and a decision
was expected to be announced this
afternoon

Last year right-wingers respond-
ed to a call to protect the station

after government threatened to send
In technicians to shut
transmitter

, More than 200
themselves available' to guard the
station, which was surrounded by
barbed wire and fortified.

Last week station head Mossie
van den Berg appealed for propo-
nents of free speech to support the
station’s attempts to continue its
broadcasts.

Right-wing urgamsatlﬁns said at

Volkstaat talks with ANC ‘treason’

THE far right-wing Boere Weerstands-
beweging (BWB) said yesterday 1t would
fight any agreement on a volkstaat that did
not 1[:{:1:1{«::1";1;l to the I}oundaries of Ltﬁe’ OIl%l'
Boer repu

BWB leader An eﬁ‘%{smd the t':nr-
gamsation would regard any agreement
negotiated by the Afrkaner Volksfront
with the ANC as “treasnn".t

The Volksfront’s volkstaa daries
were an unaccepiable compromuse, he
said. Ford said the BWB rejected attempts
to create “white islands in a black sea”.

The Volksfront wants to create a volk-
staat mcorporating large areas of the
Transvaal but excluding much of the PWV
area and the Free State,

Ford said Afrikaners had a historical
claim on the entire Free State and Trans-
vaal and sections of northern Natal

Ford said the Volksfront claimed at its
launch that 1t would fight for the rights of
Afrnkaners, but was now backtracking by

PEANUTS

l GAVIN DU VENAGE '

talking to the ANC
Sapa reports Ford said such plans would

L,_amnunt to treason, equal to that of govern-

ment aganst the Boer nation
The Boer republics belonged to the Boer
nation and rght-wingers would not negoti-
E‘tﬂ for something they already owned, said
ord -
The BWB and Boer nation would die to
maintain ownership of the Boer republics.
The Volksfront’s claum that it was talk-
ing only to nationalists in the ANC, and not
communists, was beyond comprehension.
Ford added that BWB members who had
been part of the Volksfront had withdrawn
their membership. The BWB itself had
never been part of the Volksfront.
Volksfront spokesman Steve Manninger
dismissed Ford’s accusations. He said yes-
terday the Volksfront “wonld never negoti-
ate away the rights of the Afrikaner”.

B§ Charles Schulz

i2-2e1 1

ONE OF THE GREAT
JOYS IN LIFE 15
SLIPINE ON AN

ICY SIPEWALK

i
JOE'ICE FOLLIES’

The

defiance of government if an exten- |« f
sion of 1ts licence was refused
Pretoria Boerekommando
and other orgamsations pledged
their support for the station.

Afrmkaner Volksfront spokesman
Steve Manninger said the station
should be allowed to continue oper-
ating. It had become “an emotional
issue that had to be handled with
sensitivity”.

If government wanted to defuse
tenstons, it should allow 1t to operate
legitimately, he said.

On the road:

10 recove
B ry

LHilqe  §
MAPUTO — Mozambique
was well on the road to re- |’
covery from years of fam- |-
ine caused by war and |-
drought, the UN World
Food Programme director
in Mozambique told yester- |.
day’s Noticias daily paper }

WFP director Phillip
Clarke said that “with good
rains and lasting peace,
Mozambique is ¢ ‘éﬁ? y
to recuperating’

Clarke said tha last%.'.ar
Mozambique reaped its |
first improved harvest for
many years, gathering |
933 000 tons of maize com- | .
gzed to just 133 600 tons in

UN figures suggested
over 1,5-million people of |-
nearly 8-miilion needing
food aid in 1992 were now |>
able to support themselves.

Nonetheless, with
Mozambique still in transi-
tion and after two years of
severe drought from 199]-
92, it would still need
780000 tons of cereal im- r
ports to feed its 16-miilion
people, in the 1993/94 com-
mercial year, according to
the WFP. — Sapa-AFP
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NEWS FEATURE As Mozambigue inches toward peace, grinding poverty threatens riotng

APUTO — Whle devastated Mo-

zambique makes halung sieps to-
wards peace and democracy, popu-
lar discontent at economic hardships
ssmmets beneath the surface

The government and the rebel
movement Renamo have stopped fighting after 16 years of
civil warbut many Mozambicans are sull strugghng tofeed
themselves and make ends meet

Desperate crowds nioted earlier this manth i the capital
Maputo, for example, when pnvate munibus taxis doubled
fares to 1 000 meticas (20 cents)

“This could be the start of more discontent,” one West-
em diplomat saud of the nots, 1 which at least five people
were killed and 55 injured. “I don't see how many people
cangetby ™

The discontent, in one of the world’s poorest countnes,
comes at a particularly dehicate yuncture as Mozambique
prepares for its first multparty elections 1n October

At least 1,5 mullion refugees are returming from neigh-
bourtng countries and tens of thousands of soldiers from
both sides are going back to emvibian life

Diplomats are watching nervously as the government
and Renamo bicker at every turn in the transition to peace

Lately they have been spaming over plans to demobilise
60 000 government and 20 000 Renamo fighters and cre-
ate a single national army

According to the United Natlons, which is supervising
the demotihisation, only 5468 government and 876
Renamo troops had arrived at 20 assernbly points by
December 15, a year aftcr the process was meant o start

The governmentent accuses Renamo of endangering the
peace process by failing 10 hand in weapons on time But
Renamo officials shrug off the delays as logistical prob-
lems saying their men have had to trek in on foot

The demobilisation will also add to the strains on an
agranan cconumy sapped by war and inefficient Socialist
expenments by the formerty Marxist Frelimo party, which
has ruted since sndependence from Portugal in {975

Roads are mined, bnidges blown up and tertile 1and lies
fallow Mozambique 13 almost wholly dependent on out-
side ard

The average per capita income for the country s 15
mibhion people 15 R180 & year, the mencar has lost 40
percent of its value over the past four months and most
people in Maputo take second jobs in order to survive

The revival of tounsm from neighbounng South Afnca
and the mflua of thousands of foreign peacekeepers and aid
workers have put a gloss on the city, where new cafes are

springing up buildings are being repamted and hotels are {

always packed
But the foreign moncy pouring 1 has coninbuted to
inflatton and helped distort the economy, economnusts say
In the shanty towns surrounding the capital ressdents
complain that the nise m {ransport costs Meant 1t was not
worth gotng to work The city ground to a halt fora couple
of days unil many taxi operators lowered their fares

“Hhave to do economic gymnastees each month 11 gels |

harder and harder to get by,” sad Auda, a civil servant and
mother of two who considers herself lucky to have a
rundown concrete house and a salary above the mimimum
of R45 a month
She and her husband are expecting another child soon
and are at thewr wits end at the thought of another mouth
to feed
Renamo used the nots to maximum pohtical advantage
It showed how misguatded the. government’s economic
pohcies are,” semor Renamo offictal Raul Donungos told
Reuters
The government says something must be done to grap-
ple with the economy but blames factors beyond tts contral
such as high foresgn fuel pnces and the ravages of war
This situation has made the ordinary citizen, with

daily struggle

to S

weteur  Shilqy

®
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government and Renamo bicker at every turn in transition:

precanons means of survival suffer profoundly,” Frelimo
secrelary-general Mr Feliciano Gundana said 1n a state-
ment

Some econormsts say many official statistics are not
realistic, such as an inflavon figure of 30 percent and
defence spending forecast at 27 percent of the 1994 budget

“Thig i3 pure fictton,” said a central bank eocrnnmmt,
waving the 1993 budget. |
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Rains have brought Mozambique some relief, ending
the worst drought this century, and internattonal donors
earler this month pledged R3 billion in a1d for 1994

But many diplomats wonder what will happen when
many UN personnel leave after the elections and when
foreign donors grow tired of propping up the economy —
Sapa-Reuter
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Developers take crj

SA' DEVELOPERS have targeted and contraetor, hut nothing concrete
‘Mozambique for eco-tourism and '— TORYN ChALMERS had yet been decided on -
hotel projects as the country edges “As a result, there are opportuni- Group Five chairman Theums Kot- |
towards peace, ties for new hotel develo ents Zee said the organisation kept an eye
Group Five Praperty Development  which we are considering ‘Z,lg) On various southern African coun-
MD Colin Taylor said the organisa- “However, there are st;i] majorob-"  tries to ascertam their potentyal
“tion had talked to the Mozambique  stacles 1n terms of nfrastructyre City Lodge financia] director Bil]
"government about putting togethera  which need to be overcome,” Dickson said the gEroup had visited
tourist-related project The Polang Hotel in, Maputo was Mozambique to look at the potential
. Lhere are about 9 000 UN dpera-  the only hotel which was 1n hne with of the region, but had not yet consid-

tves in Mozambique, working to de-  Western standards, but 1ts rates were ered investing
mobilise Renamo and Frelimo sol- comparatively high, Dickson said the country was not |
diers. They have taken up ali Taylor said, as a developer, Group yet stable and there were infrastruc.
availahle hotel Space which s up to  Five would consider putting together tural deficiencies such as electricity
Western standards, a deal mvolving a financier, operator and water supply,
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600 Renamo soldiei's

quit assembly camps

MAPUTQ — More than 660 Renamo guer-
rillas on Tuesday abandoned two UN su-
pervised assembly pomnts where they had
gathered under a Mozambican peace
agreement, UN officials said yesterday.

The UN-chaired joint ceasefire commus-
sion heard about the flight of the guernllas
when 1t met 1n Maputo on Tuesday to try to
resolve food and ogmfmal roblems at
assembly points

No official explanation was immediate-
ly available for the guerrillas’ decision to
leave the two assembly points, but officials
said those who left made up less than
half the number gathered in the two
overcrowded ¢ and said they.Jeft
unarmed. lﬁmq“fk 2\

The Maputo daily Noticias said the exo-
dus was caused precisely by the problems
the commttee was meeting to discuss —
inadeqguate diet and logistical difficulties.
A spokesman for the UN operation in
Mozambique said an investigation into the
incident had been ordered. *

The assembly pownis in question are
Chiramba, on the south bank of the Zambe-
z1, and Magunde, 1 the southern part of
Sofala

The camps were designed for 500 men,
but on Monday each was holding over 800,
the Mozambique News Agency reported.

UN officials said 400 men left Chiramba
and 200 abandoned Magunde, They did not
take their weapons with them.

When the fighters check in at assembly
points they must surrender their weapons
to UN mulitary obs2rvers Firearms and
ammunition are then stored in locked con-
tamers under UN protection. ® )

More than 8000 govérnmeént 'Soldiers
and 4 000 guerrillas have gone to assembly
points since they opened on November 30
last year

Renamo leader Afonso Dhlakama has
claimed that his men in the assembly
pomnts are going hungry and that he was
moved to tears when he visited Chiramba
on December 28 Ty

But according to UN official Gerald
Buckley, the supplies provided by the'UN
World Food Programme to the assembly
points were increased by between 256% and
60%, depending on the items concerned, on
December 21.

Every fighter n the assembly area now
recelves a daily ration including 333g of
maize flour and 200g of rice, beans or peas
and vegetable oil and sugar. !

This 13 more than the ration distributed
to destitute peasants under Mozambique’s
emergency programme — Sapa-Reuter.
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Mozambique back

! |
I‘ t

JnTrogq to recoy

' WAFRICA NEWS SERVICE

Maputo ~— The rebuld-
Ing of Mozambique's
economy from the wreck-
age~of a decade of Marx-
18m is gomng well, says
the World Bank's repre-
sentative m Mozambique,
Roberto Chaves.

Chaves told the Mapu-
to daily newspaper Not-
| cias that the five pereent
| increase recorded Iast
year m gross domestie
product (GDP) was ikely
to be repeated this year

Thencrease last year
was the first in four
years..

It suggests that the

ery

hardships IlﬂE{}EEﬁ on
Mozambiesns by the eco-
nomie reconstruction

programme are %f%'n-
ning to pay o 2@
Last year was the first
full year of peace in Mo-
zambique since the emwil
war began shortly after

independence in 1975, |

h—-

The command econ- |
omy enforced by the Fre-
Imo government at inde-
pendence was sbandoned
after about 10 years,
when Mozambique had
been made the world's |
poorest country by the
policy, exacerbated by
drought, flood and war. |

r
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' Demob de lays casting
shadow over poll

lydila
here 1s growing concern n the UN op- THE peace process is wobbllng ‘j;ubtflﬂ whether there are enough troops in
eration 1n Mozambigque (Onumoz) at o assembly pomnts to ensure this can be done
Tthe slow pace of the troop demobilisa- as both Frelimo and Renamo The ﬁist 040 nstruciors for the new army

tion that must precede the QOctober elections

More than 80000 troops of both of the
Mozambican government and Renamo rebels
are supposed to gather at UN-run assembly
pomts prior to therr demobihsation or incor-
poration into a unified force

But since the first 20 points were opened
at the end of November only 8338 govern-
ment troops and 5 385 Renamo fighters have

showed up.
Figures released by Onumoz show that,

after a reasonably good start in early Decem-
ber, the movement of government troops has
slowed to a trickle Since January 1 only 58
government soldiers have arrved at the 21
points now open for them Particutarly wor-

rymg 1s the fact that eight of the government
assembly pomts are stul completely empty

Renamo has done much better since the
new year, sending 1 167 troops to 13 out of
the 14 assembly pomnts available for 1t The
Renamo assembly points are now operating
at 70 percent of their capacty, the govern-
ment's at only 33 percent

But under the timetable for demobilisation
approved 1n October, all 49 planned assem-
bly points should have been opened by the

troops trickle all too slowly
into assembly points. Paul

Fauvet reports @ g

end of the year, and should have been full

In fact, 14 assembly pomts have not even
opened In one case, there are serious pohtr-
cal difficulthes Renamo wants to use an
abandoned state farm at Salamanga, i the
far south of the country, as an assembly
point but the government objects, saying
Renamo oceupled the farm legally after the
signing of the October 1992 peace agree-
ment It is demanding that Renamo with-
draw, and that only after withdrawal should
the UN-chaired Ceasefire Commission con-
sider a Renamo request to use the farm

The slow pace of assembling the troops
threatens to undermine the tumetable for de-
mobilisation Five percent of the troops
should be demobilised this month, while sev-
eral thousand others should be channelled to
traming centres to form the first mfantry bat-
talions of the new. jomnt army So far it 15

(half from the government and half from
Renamo) returned on Wednesday from Zim-
babwe where they had undergone 2 gruelling
training course run by a British military
team And unless the bottlenecks in the as-
sembly points are sorted out quekly, these
mstructors may soon find themselves with
nobody to train

Any delays in demobihsation and m form-
g the new army will impact on the election
tumetable The government, Renamo and On-
umoz are all agreed that there can be no
election until there 15 Jjust one army

The agreed timetable envisages complet-
mg demomhbsation by May and having the
new army fully operational by the end of Au-
gust The election campaign 15 supposed to
begin on September 1, with presidential and
parhamentary elections in nmd-October.

Delays could have serious financial conse-
quences A delegation of US Congressmen
visiting Mozambique this week warned that if
the elections were postponed the US mught
end its funding of Onumoz

sinee the US provides 30 percent of Onu-
moz funds this would severely curtail the UN
operation — Star Afimea Service

—_——
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’ Renamo threat to halt

Maputo — The leader of
Mozambique's armed op-
position warned yester-
day that he would halt
the country’s military de-
mobilisation process un-
less the government ex-
plained why its own
troops ‘were not moving
into assembly pomnts
Renamo leader Afonso

Dhiakama said: “On Sat- .

urday I' will paralyse
everything if there is no

___——_"_m..—___

e€xplanation frpom Pres:-
dent Chissme’Z‘ [gB

UN peacekeeping offi-
cials have grown mcreas-
ingly concerned as the
movement of government
troops into UN-run gs-
sembly areas has slowed
to a trickle

Under the peace ac-
cord, all government and
Renamo troops should
have assembled by now

*.u._ : '

demob —

But only 19 percent of
government soldiers hgve
moved to assembly areas, |
agaimnst 52 percent of
Renamo’s soldiers

Mozambique’s hghest
peacekeeping body, the
Supervision and Control
Commuttee, was to meet
under UN ‘chairmanship
yesterday to ask the gov-
ernment to explain the
slow assembly of 1ts |
iroops — Sapa-AFP

__—_————_._m
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Maputo — The Mozam-
bican government has
promised to speed up the
movement of its {roops to
United Natmns-run as-
sembly points, *

This follows a
by Renamn leader Afonso
Dhla.kama. that he would
stop the process unless
the government ex-
plained the slow move-
ment of ats trnups to the
assembly points '

Deputy Minister of
Planning Tomas Salomao
said orders-had already
gone otit to all provineial
military’commanders..

The pledge came after
2 meeting on Tuesday of
the body controlling the
peace process, the UN-

4

Maputo make’
trooghjpled gp

chaired Superviso
Control Commlssmn

In the first 16 days of

this month only 66 gov-
ernment soldiers arrived
at the assembly points,
as against 1 538 Renamo

fighlers (2{{3‘ r:)
Camps

On the first two days of
this week, however, more
than 300 government
troops reported, -

In percentage terms.
the government is lag-
ging far behind Renamo.
The 6227 men m Rena-
mo's 14 as&embly pomts
represent 81 percent of
its capacity, while the
8 768 gnvernment troups
who have so "far ‘arrived
represent only 35 percent
of its army,

f'“l:.. A I‘! ! 1:”‘ I
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|PEACE BUT NO FOOD F

taken to Josiah Tongogagra dis-
trict, 10km from the transit cen-

MOZAMBIQUE has vast tracts of arable fand,
great tourism potential, diamonds, gold, baux-
ite, uranium and the world’s largest gas field.
Yet it 1s officially classified as the poorest coun-
try in the world with the average citizen earning

R250 a vear.
The 1nescapable

conclusion i1s that Mozambique’s

| abject poverty 1s man-made rather than a curse cast by
| the gods on its hapless people,

| bique As a UN mihitary observer put

Officially,

there 1s little economic activity in Mozam-

it: “People here

| seem to wander aimlessly. You do not see them farming

| Or engaging in any produc-
| tive activity This is 1n

stark contrast to what I

l saw m Zimbabwe and
| South Africa”’

Mozambique 1s bank-

| rupt. Over half of its bud-
I get 15 funded by outside
! donors. Despite signs of
¢ donor fatigue, there 1s a
| realisation that the country
| will simply collapse with-
! out international support

| IN 1984 Romao Nobela, now in

to finance imports and up-
grade the infrastructure

Thirty years of war
meant that agricultural
activity was virtually
impossible For many
years, gripped by revolu-
tionary fervour and a mis-
sionary zeal to crush Ren-
amo, President Samora
Machel’s government opt-
ed to barter prawns for
AK-47s from the then Sovi-
et Union, denying the coun-
iry much-needed foreign
currency

Many people wonder
how the people of Mozam-
bique survive, According to
officral figures, Mozam-

Reports TENDAI

DUMBUTSHENA

bique’s export earnngs in
1993 were a paliry R200-

milion, mainly from tex: %

tiles, cashew nuts and fish-
eries

But accordmg to South
Africa’s charge d'affaires
in Maputo, Mr John Sunde,
statistiecs from Pretoria
show that R400-million
worth of goods from
Mozambique found their
way to South Africa in the
first six months of last
year

Such major discrepan-
cies can be atiributed not
only to the inefficiency of
the Mozambican bureauc-
racy, but also to the role of
the informal sector, which
has become Iincreasingly
crimimalised.

The informal sector

somehow allows many

“inhahitants of this impov-

erished land to survive.
The stipulated minimum
wage is about R45 a month,

-
Fod

CONTRABAND .

not enough to buy a 50kg This applies particularly
bag of rice which costs to soft drinks and ciga-
about R55 rettes, some of which are

Virtually all consumer smuggled from Zimbabwe,

goods 1n Mozambican
shops are of South African

According to Mr Sunde,
origin. Many are smuggled

a lot of beer exported to

into the country and sold 1n Mozambique from South
the streets for half the Africa finds its way to oth-
price €r countries through illegal

“I am happy to be home, but we
have problems with food because

. e
LA B

- - young street-sellers show off thelr wares in do

channels Even more seri-
ous 15 the smuggling of
guns, mandrax and cars
Guns and mandrax find
their way to South Africa
In exchange for Iuzury
cars, money, food and soft
goods

Mozambican erimnals
also smuggle four -wheel-

W«

wntown Maputo Pictures JON HRUSA

drive Land Cruisers, net
assembled in South Africa,
across the border

South African police
recently handed over a sto-
len UN vehicle recovered
in Piet Retief to the United
Nations Operation 1p
Mozambique

But it 1s the danger

Tyr'd= u

posed to the ordinary
motorist driving across the
border to Mozambique
which causes the greatest
concern

Undisciplined elements
of Frehmo and Renamo
erther extort money from
motorists under the threat
of impounding their cars: or
they sunply seize the cars.

Zambian UN troops
patrolling the Moamba
area near the border with
Swaziland and South
Africa said an elderly
white South African couple
miraculously escaped un-
harmed when five shots
were fired at ther car.

In response to wide
spread theft and smug-
ghng, the South African
embassy has a ertme unt
manned by three semor
police officers South Afri-
can citizens mvolved in the
smuggling of mandrax
have been arrested

In terms of economic”
actwity, Mozambique 1s
virgm land ready to be ex-
ploited Mr Sunde believes
1t has the potential to over-
take Zimbabwe as South
Afrnica’s biggest trading
partner outside the cus-
toms umon

But a lot has to be done
for Mozambique to realise
that potential and to stop
its budding Mafia from
extending its tentacles to
the formal sector of the
economy

OR MOZAMBIQUE'S REFUGEES

them to theirr home district

t  his 70s, walked with his wife and

| three children for five days

from Gaza to Swaziland to es-

| cape a war that was particular-

ly ferocious in his province

He was accommodated at Ma-

lindza, one of two refugee camps

| for Mozambicans 1n Swaziland

1 where, five years later, he was
| jomed by his eldest son, Bomiface

He was one of the lucky few to
get employment as a farm work-
er when he arrived 1n Swaziland
In 1983 to augment supplies they
received from the UNHCR ‘
By June, the last of the 24 000
refugees in Swazland will have
been repatriated L
As they arrive they will share TR
the concern of those

tre, with only seeds, agriculturaj
implements and a piece of canvas
to help s famly restart their
lrves

Mr Nobela and hus family have
no food Although he 1s happy to
be back mn a peaceful Mozam-
bique and ulttmately intends re-
turping to Gaza, he is an old and

of the late rains,” she said.

“In refugee camps there were
no problems with food.”

Although there 15 peace n the
country, she shares the concern of
other refugees who have returned
about whether 1t will hold.

The repatriation of an estimat-
ed 1,5-tmllion Mozambican refu-

-
L=

Ea .

returning SesSEEr .

On November 16 1993 he re-  sickly man who needs food to im- gees from neighbouring countries  lome about the lack of food and iy i

turned with his children — includ-  prove lus health, is the largest ever undertaken by lingering doubts about the per- |-
ing two-year-old Fred, who was “At least in Swaziland we were  the Unuted Nations High Commus- ~ Ilanence of peace m thewr home- f *
born m a refugee camp — tore-  fed There was no problem with sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) m  land
buld thewr lives in a Mozambique  food,” he said Africa The IOM, under the guidance of [f:- !

| which, he hopes, will not revert to His two adult sons Boniface, 25, In addition, with the assistance  the UNHCR, has already started F&: 5

| the barbarism of war. and Razmin, 23, are equally  of the IOM, the UNHCR has to  moving an estimated 230 000 Mo- /

~ " But Mr Nobela, who was traos- helpless with no prospectsof find-  move about five-million internal- zambican refugees from South -

ported by Swazland rail wagons  ing jobs in Maputo. ly displaced people who fled their  Africa.

The most daunting repatriation ) g
exercise will be that of one-rmi- | - .
As we left Umpala, hon Mozambicans from Malaw; E S

Gwalu, his two wives and seven The logsstics for that operation HOME SWEET HOME.. b
children, cumﬁﬂ_ a bus fo take are now being worked cwm wants _,uuu_ retugee Romao Nobela .
— ,g “

The lack of food i1s also of
major concern to Vietoria Chi-
voso, who fled to Swaziland with
her husband and two children in’

1983 ¢

. l.-lr-r

homes for safer areas while the

to Umpala transit centre, 50km
war raged
Gabriel

4 from Maputo, by the Internation-
| al Orgamsation for Migration

{ (IOM), 18 not a happy man
A On arrival at Umpala heswas

rl il
_ e
il T Wl e -
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MAPUTO — ' Thel
United Nations<Spe-
cial Representative 1n
Mozambique,; Aldo
Ajello, ‘has warned
that 1f Renamo and
Frelimo forced their
soldiers to be part ot
the new: Unified De-
fence TForce, 1t would
create ““‘major prob-
lems”

He was responding to{

reports that some camp
commarnders 1n the as-
sembly points were. tell-
1ng theiwr soldiers not to
respond.to, the UN regis-
tration ‘form question on
whether they wanted to

join the new defence

force, or not

Mr'Ajello said that if
such forced recruiting
was taking place, 1t was
“shortsighted” i

“If you force people to
join they will be discon-
tented and will be trou-
blemakers,” he said

He argued that while
a properly-trained and
well-paid army could be
a guarantee of democra-
¢y, “a bad army 1s just a
source of troubleland
destabilisation™ 4417

A string of mutinies In
the government: army
this month adds.weight
to Mr“Ajello’s warmng

The latest incident
happened last week 1n
the town of Magude,
where: a supposedly elite

| commande unit mutin-

1ed for the second time
1n a week, demanding
payment of a New Year
bonus,sequivalent to an
extra munth}; ages

Remdents“ﬂed mtu the
bush: following® indis-
criminate rifle and mor-
tar fire by the mutl-
neers °

Implementation of the
Peace Agreement be-
tween the government
and ﬁenamo 1s.once
again falllng-behlnd
schedule, but Mr, 1F1—":L‘]+rf:1lit::
thoug ht the dela S
wuuld not threaten the
October date for general
elections
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Renamo gets
R2,8m aid-
V&

t Argus Afric —
News Service

MAPUT(, — Holland
and . Swei én havé .con-
tributéd '$700 000
(R2,8 1!!'"1011) to the
UmtEJ?Nf.’Jtmns-man-,
aged fTust fund. set up
to ‘help’ithe Refiamo
mnvement transfnrm
itself.1 frum a mihtary
movenient 'mto a poht-
1cal nrgamsatmn' the
Dutch .embass

nounced [Z
This this wa y
farst half of payments

promised under agree-
ments signed with the
UN last year.

| The only other coun-
try 'that has cuntr:hut-
ed to the fund’ 15 FItaly,
whmh ;pruvlded
$578.m1llion’, A

(R19,72 mlllmn) The
Fund’s target 1s
$ 10, mlllmn (R34 mal-

lion)!’
l —
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1+ MNR soldiers wear unconventlonal battledress Ilke T-shirts and other colourful itemms — but in common with other armies still have their guns.
.
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Y Army 1s lcey 0, peace

t

:l ozambique’s fragile
/ B peace process, which has

L]

mer one-party state has proved
too paliry and donors are now

OFFICERS and non-coms who will be out 0

E held against all odds for WOFK may scuttle the Mozambique peace trying to come up with a political
more than a year, could be process, writes Garner Thomson in London war-chest io help Dhlakama
derailed by the failure to form a _ fight the fm'thconung elections.

ﬁ new, integrated army However, the paper adds;-if

o According to a repnrt from
"+ Maputo in the Fmancial Times,

*only 13 000 troops have so far
» shown up at the assembly areas

Another diplomat says: “My

nightmare is disgruntled former
soldiers terrorising the country-

concern is to set up Renamo’s
leader, Alfonso Dhlakamsa m po-
litical business. A trust fund es-

elections were held fomorrow,
many believe Renamo would
win The Mozambigue Liberation
Front, in power since indepen-

: Eﬂt”ﬂp for both the gavermnent side as armed bandits ™ tablished by the UN to help bud- dence in 1975, has lost credibali-

| . ﬂllﬂ Renamo This I'EPI'ESEIHB* - A more mmmediate finaneial chng political parties in.the for- ty with suffering inhabitants

1" legs than a fifth of the estmated

iy total. {"i 3 - — - — —_ —_— 1
- {«The end of Mozambique’s; P

- Ea_,vsethe report, has s lledf’“
: lsuuf'fOI' many officers to Iuerahve

ey

side-business such’as smug-
g]lng while others do not Jbelieve
3 gpwrnmant promises of*‘ six
& mh’ﬁths wages to he p‘afthem
y start'civilian lives ! & °
l_w %An"ambassador miMapuio 18
Yqu uted as 'saying" “The greatem: |
- thréat to the peace: p;nce s is
1" the 20000 officers auq."lﬁﬁnn-mm-
' nuasmned “officers who will be
5 ]ublem. after the elechions m Oc-,
/ tober. The economy is too weak

¢ toremploy them. -
et § -, “.L*-'"# :#

41-1-‘-1'5!4-1.##
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4a year
The UN is mmmu&__m $600 000 a day
oo jits peacekeepmng O eration in
m mmzmmmgga__m. The World Bank and

[

e transformation of M

.AGAINST the odds, the peace accord
which ended Mozambique’s 17-year
' eivil war has survived for more than
Like everything else in this
exhausted country, the peace agree-
ment has been designed, financed
and implemented by Western donors
in one of the most radical experi-
ments in foreign intervention of Afri-
ca’s post-colonial history.

the donor community are pumping
¢1bn into the economy this year, an
arnount equal to the country’s GDP.

Foreign advisers provide Mozam-
bique with a semblance of govern-
ment. Donors will also be paying for
the first EEE.E.% elections sched-
uled for October, the demobilisation
of two rival armies and the repatri-
ation of 1,5-million refugees. some
donors are even willing to finance

<the transformation of Renamo into a

political party

Despite this huge and concerted
international effort, there is much
that could derail Mozambique's frag-
ile peace process. The demobilisa-
tion of government and Renamo 501-
diers 1s behind schedule, which
turn has delayed the formation of &
new, integrated army. Both the gov-
ernment and Renamo agree elec-
tions cannot take place until the old

¢
=

- Financing th

§

k=3

armies have disbanded
Only 13 000 troops (less thana fifth
of the estimated total) have shown
up at assembly areas set up by the
late last %mmw Few weapons are
being handed over to the UN.

Aldo Ajello, the Italian diplomat in
charge of the UN Mozambique
operation, says the peace process 18
being delayed because of indiscipline
in government ranks. F'or many offi-
cers, the end.of the war spells an end
to lucrative side businesses such as
mﬁnmmmum. Others fear there will be
no place for them in the new 30 000-
strong army, and do not beheve gov-
ernment promses of six months’
wages to help them start civilian
lives. Most of them are owed back

pay, and there have been riofs.

“The m.nmm_nmmﬁ threat to the peace
process is the 20 000 officers and non-
commiissioned officers who will be
jobless after the October elections,”
says an ambassador. “The economy
is too weak to employ them.”

“My mghtmare scenario,” says an-
other diplomat, “is disgruntled for-
mer soldiers terrorising the country-
side as armed bandiis.” Donor
governmenis are now discussing a
special aid package to pay the gala-
Hes of about 55 000 demobilised 30l-
diers for up to two years The Waorld
Bank estimates it will cost $20m.

A miore immediate financial con-

cern 18 to set up

for-Dhlakama’s nee
regarded as ‘an
amns Ajello, “and he needs to be
able to act like one. He needs mone
to pension off his generals, to distri-
bute largesse” Apgain,
trying to
war chest of $4m to help Dhlakama
contest the elections. Ajello admits
the plan is
leves donor governments must p10-
neer the funding of new moﬁﬂn&
groups if democrac
have a chance.
peacekeeping
$600 000 a day, $4m 152 small premi-
um to ensure future stability ”

Bibos 2719y

Renamo leader
Afonso Dhlakama in business. Ajello
ersuaded the UN to establish a
$7,5m trust fund to help budding pol1-
tical parties in Mozambique. But it
has proved _Eo%m#u...wwman restrictive

. “Dhlakamaiis
African chief,” ex-

donors are
come up with a political

gL

controversial, but he be-

in Africa is fo
“When we have a
operation that costs

Dhlakama, for his part, says he

will not contest the elections unless
the donors come up with the goods:
“If we don’t get the money, we won't
go back to war But we won’t fight an
election on unequal terms” Above
all, Dhlakama needs money to be
able to employ advisers capable of

CHISSANO

devising a political programme for
Renamo, a movement with no coher-
ent 1deology, no nationwide organi-
sation and no governing skills.

If elections were held tomorrow,
many believe Renamo would win.
Frelimo, in power since indepen-
denee in 1975, has almost exhausted
its credibihty with the country’s

long-suffering inhabitants. Frelumo
lost its political direction when 1t
abandoned Marxism in favour of
World Bank funding in the m:d-1980s
Government has become paralysed
w« Frelimo’s internal power strug-
gles, with Marxists fighting the new
technocrats and black supremacists
seeking to squeeze out the few whites
who still held public office. President
Joaquim Chissano seems incapable
of dealing with the rival factions.

Even if the dernobihisation exer-
cise 18 completed in May, logistical
difficulties remain 1n the organisa-
tion of national elections in a country
which has never voted, where the
vast majority of the 16-million peo-
me 15 illiterate and 25% of the popu-
ation 1s still displaced by the war.

While some foreign observers fear
donors may be forelng the pace of
Mozambique's transition to democ-
racy, others argue that elections are
desperately needed to invest the new
government with the Hmmwuﬂmnw that
Frelimo and Renamo lack

Ajello, while promsing o com-
lete the UN’s rmussion by the Octo-
er deadline, sounds a note of cau-

tion’ “Whoever loses the election will
feel that he has also lost the war.
That 1s why the opposition must be
m.qmu a political and economic stake

the future of this country.” —

, Financial Times. s
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the Supervisory manding other government umts
sovernment and former
~,

(CSC) respons- Ngonyameo (30) joined the Mozam-
Renamo repels have bletg Oversee the peace process ending  hiana Maiene.sm
named one officer eachto  the 17 « ~ne <

e

ety St (L8
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e L o - ¢ v 4 1=y Car Civy war, the daily Noticgs 1978 and
we m g ihe SUPreme command of “sard op Samrday

¢ region He wag appointed Lientep-
4JOomnt new nationg] army to replace the Nation
two opposing forres

Lidl independence Lidimo (44) ant-General 1n 1999 1

10%%ied the Frelimg liberation army fight- HeisalsoRenamo's chiefdelegate on
#sThe Suvernment’s chojce of Brigg. - g fornationa] independence from Por. the joint “ommssion for the formaton
GietLagls Lidimo, and Repagyqrs Lieu- -

-

Was commander of the south-

tugal at 16 and later directed the mulitary  of the Armed Defence Forces of Mo-
tenarit-General Mateysg Ngonyamo must council mtelligence ag well as com- zambique, the new afny —Sapa-AFp
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Renamb” bhlef to

| MAPUTO — Head of. MuzambI ue’s
Rﬂpﬂrﬁﬂ opposition ‘Alfonse Dhlakama
| was 'due to visit South Africa today
for' Qalks withupuhtlcal leaders

:_ - .,?MF ‘Dhlakama said here, he Jwould

‘nicet{Brésident De,"Klerk, "ANCi for-
~e1gnafiars spokésman Thabo. Mbéki

by

. Thig~head of the former rebels said
“aftemyears of propaganda against us,
1t’s: -very umportant these parties get
to know Renamo well,

AT hhnpe to learn how they are con-
duetmg elections, what the ouicome
| mught;be, and to make business .con-

b tab ", 2"3 =

-
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visit SA lead:'er*s |

Pretoria formerly tramed and fhnd== %
ed- Renamo but after Prmdeh”t sDe*
Klerk took office relatibns beiwéen
Renamo and the gﬂvernmenf codled.,

Leaders of both the Nanmal Pﬂi}'fﬁu‘

“Fna* e, ANG. have "éxplessed, .deep. -

concepn, at“armsttrafficking from Mo- -
zambique,*which they say is contribut-
ing to mcreamng violence in South
Africa |

Mr Dhlakama declares Remamo’s
kéy problem now 1s lack ef-financial
support to turn itself from a guerrilla:
group into polifical party and he will %
no doubt be looking for South African’|:
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| ’”Mabuto and Renamo dragging their feet

MAPUTO — Mozambique’s government 9 906 soldiers, making up 52% of its total
and Renamu are stiil delaymg demobilisa-  force, the UN says
tion'of their armies despite growing inter- Foreign diplomats say the government

national concern, local news rEports has failed to give a credible explanation
cated yesterday& TQ' 'q or the delay.

The government has speeded up move- But the government says it is keen to

ment of its troops into assemhl areas  start demobilising the soldiers assembied
after criticism by UN cekee ers last so far and has presented lists of names to

month, but f1gures show 1t the committees responsible for imple-

behind Renamo (lﬂ menting the country’s 1992 peace acecord.
The UN says 19 943 gnvernment troops, Renamo seems reluctant to.make any

just.33% of the 60 000 soldiers expected, similar move before the government n-

have arrived in the camps. creases the percentage of its troops m the
Renamo, meanwhile, has assembled  assembly areas. — Sapa-AFP,




[ o—

T wrr Y- e wlr S T T R T W e ses Wi S T Ve e e ey Eg e A

Ll I

. STAR AFRICA SEHVICE

Maputu — Pulme fought with
militiamen who refused to sur-
render their weapons 1n {erms of
the,Mozambique peace accord
unless they were given money,
After 20 of the miitiamen had
been arresied n the fracas n
the centiral town of Marromeu on
Tuesday-the others. withdrew

b5 ﬂﬂ'i! r
"‘I"-" F-,FTMT-W‘-T L hat 9 Lﬁti}- - ;

1
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T Sk IZRIGE.
Pohce clash with rebel mﬂltlamen

from the town and ocen 1ed a
position about 20 km away. Mili
tiamen from other parts of the

district were reported hea ng

there to join them
Sixteen peo

seriously, when the mlhtlamen

resisied police efforts fo disarm
them

The rtrnuble began last Sunday

when about 500 nuhtlamen, de-
manding mioney in return for
their guns, fired into the air and
beat up several peuple, muludmg
the distmet pohiee chuef &

On Tuesday the provincal po-
lice commander went; to Marro-
meun from Beita and ordered s
men to use force to disarm the
rebels.
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"The " :KIN's
f ==l WorldigRoogd;. Programme
8 k' has inVegtet-about R3,5mn.

£ opensngy-clearingi~angd
s Lo reprmg ‘roads - War-
< #ol ravaged Mozambique,’

* 'Prugramme“nperatmns
% director Philip Clarke saiqd
32 yesterday. the work " heing
7% done mainly 1n the Sofala!

I4 B

. 'He said 148km of thie Ma.
&":+ cossa-Maringue road. was
Ji* being levelled Water
24+ drainage ‘was "bemg “built
' and* three bridges rehabyli-
v tated, When finished, ‘the
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# 2+ ! road would aliow the UN to

{2 \-continue its airhft to dehv-
er, food aid' to about .15 0gp
-I"s people'living in rebel Ren-
%" amo headquarters' at:Mar-
+ W% angue and to transport food .
‘more cheaply by truck : 1
! ' "The: Gorongosa-Casa.
~-~ Banana‘road 'had almost
~ ~ been’ conipleted-up 'to the
T Nhanduguq River, where’
R J four bridges would be bwit.’
"' Repairs'to 180kifi-of the

w, Inhamingo-Dondg" road
.. would begin on Monday,
.. and work would start on the
}  final leg of the road be-
* = tween Nhandugue River
“" and Casa Banana once it

"‘had been cleareq of mines _
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UN to send

HARARE — UN High Qommuissioner -
for Refugees (UNHCR) Sadaku Ogata
began a four-nation southern African
tour 1 Zimbabwe yesterday to help
speed up the rEpatnatmn of hundreds
uf thousands of Mozambicans. €2, |

The 12-day regional trip will take
her to refugee camps in Zimbabwe,
SAtand Swaziland where her organi-
sation 1s preparing to send home vic-
tims of Mozambique’s civil war,
which ended two years ago

Ogata will also fly to Mozambique
to see how some former refugees
have settled in the country, efnerging
from the brutal 16-year war.

She was scheduled to meet 2 num-
ber of Zimbabwean government
leaders, including Foreign Minister
Nathan Shamuyarira and President
Robert Mugabe yesterday.

The UNHCR says it wants to expe-

dite the repatration of more than
140 000 Mozambican refugees from
Zimbabwe which was siowed down
since a year ago by the need to clear
landmines in Mozambique and to pro-
vide adequate food for the returnees.

Ogata flies to eastern Zimbabwe
today to bid farewell to hundreds of
Mozambicans returning home

“After her regional tour we can
expect the process to pick up speed
The landmine awareness campaign,
for example, has been boosted and
the UNHCR has been mobilising re-
sources to help the refugees gettle,” a
UNHCR official said. 2,312; 9

Besides SA, Zimbabwe and Swazi
land, there are also Mozambican ref-
ugees in Malawi, Tanzania an am-
ha

All these cuuntrlg hosted more
than 1,7-rmllion refugees at the end of

e
— kA

Mozambicans home faster

the Mozambican civil war which pit-
ted the government against the for-
mer rebe]l Renamo movement

More than 200 000 refugees had al-
ready returned home under the
UNHCR programme or on their own,
The repatriation programme 15 €x-
pected to cost $208m.

In Zimbabwe, Ogata will visit one
of five camps housing 140000 Mo-
zambicans and send off a UN-spon-
sored repatriation convoy headed
across the border to Dacata in the
central Manica province.

Earlier this month, the UN ap-
pealed for $102m needed to repatri-
ate 600000 refugees from the six
countries neighbourmg Mozambique
during the dry seaseon,

The three-year programme to send
home 1,7-million Mozambicans is the
largest repatriation exercise ever un-
dertaken mn Africa — Sapa-AP

r———_———ﬂ




Argus Africa News Service

MAPUTQ. — The South Afri-
can government will not re-
electrify the fence along the
Mozambique-South Africa bor-
der, according to the indepen-
dent news sheet Mediafax.

¢ The fence was electrified for
much of the 1980s to stop hun-
dreds of Mozambicans entering

Report denies border will be Realre

South Africa illegally — either
escaping the civil war or sim-
ply seeking employment

Mediafax reports that muilj-
tary officials have been putting
pressure on President De
Klerk to switch on the current
to curb the flow of illegal
weapons into South Afrieca.

The South African govern-

9
mé?t denied i Zgthmg to
do with leaflets dropped by a
South African police aircraft
over the border town of Res-

sano Garcia on Febroary 19

warning that the fen id
YT e
e y spokesiian said

the matter was bemng discussed
by the two governments.
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By PEARL RANTSEKENG

SHE’S black, she teaches
Afrikaans and deep down

i she’s furious and bhitter

Teacher Charlotte

Ngoben: thought that
with the new SA just

| around the corner the

time was right for her and
her two kids to move 1n

1 to a formerly “whites-

only” suburb in Pretoria
She was wrong white

| racists — probably with

AWB sympathies -
bombed her home and
fnghtened her kids nearly

| out of their wits

They left a sticker be-

hind (see insel above)
Now Ngobem 15 mov-

img out again — back to
Soshanguwe — precisely
the kind of apartheid

| move her bombers desir-

cd
But the J Kckana High

teacher 1s adamanant
that she 15 not afraid of
the racist attackers — she
simply says she doesn’t
want her kids to suffer
any more trauma or sert-
ous harm just so that they
can hive in a nice suburb

Ngobeni, a 32-year-old
single mother, bought &
house 1n Silverton’s Ex-
tension Five and moved in

with her two kids
It was a Sunday and

that afternoon had not
gone well

She told City Press
“Immediately after arri-

| val our opposite neigh-

bour put up two AWB
flags 1 didn’t take that

| serigusly ™

She said she and her
visitors just went on with
their chores in the new

8 home

Ngobeni1’s youngest

‘Back
to
black
for us’

son, Marvin, 8, satd
“While we were playing
the children from the
house where they had put
up the flags were sitting
n a tree looking at us
One of the children point-
ed a gun at us [ don’t
know whether 1t was a toy
gun or what 1 told my
mom about this and she
sard we must come and
play inside the house ™

Ngoben:t continued
“My wvisitors left late in
the evening and we went
to sleep Just after we
switched off our lights, at
around 11, I was woken
up by a loud sound At
first 1 thought 1t was a
gun, but as I rushed to-
wards the kitchen I was
confronted by a huge
flame My sister was n
the lounge watching tele-
vision and she saw a big
flame of fire coming from
the diningroom window
We extinguished the fire
and, went outside but by
the time we got there,
there was no one there ™

She said she woke her
children and prayed to
the Lord to help them and
then she went to phone
the police who responded
immediately

Said Ngobeni “*When
I prayed 1 asked the Lord

b

to help us take the dewvil
away and bring the
angels around us "

She said when the po-
ice arrived they asked
her 1f she thought the
bombers were blacks

She said that outside
the house they found two
petrol bombs that hadn't
eaploded Two petrol
bombs exploded inside

When City Press visit-
ed Ngobem on Tuesday
we found her busy mov-
ing back to Soshanguwe

She said she felt 1t was
not safe for her to stay in
Silverton — the house was
“not worth dying for”

She said she would
have stayed if the police
had promised her protec-
tion “but they are just
saying that they are still
investigating the matter”

“When I did my hon-
ours degree at the Uni-
versity of Pretoria [ met
some nice boers, and 1
had the impression that
they had changed but I
was wrong [ want to say
to those who did this to
me 1t’s people hike you
who need Apla ™

While we were talking
her white neighbour and
an African man from the
next street came to sym-
pathise with Ngoben

Dickson Lebese, a pen-
stoner said he had been
staying in the area for the
past seven months and
had no problems

The white neighbour,
who asked not to be nam-
ed, pleaded with Ngoben:
to stay She said “This s
a very quict arca and I
believe that the people
who did this were not
from this street

?HOCKED_. » « Charlotte Ngobeni and her kids. She doesn’t think
it’s worth it to live under threat in 2 white suburb.
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By LEN KALANE
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“THE GREAT TREK
1s preceded by the
onight of the long wa-
vke, The wait ends at
“the crack of dawn
‘when the trucks roar
Lout;of the refugee ca-
~mp, heading for Moz-
ambique, their home

l; Home! Most of the

refugees have not set
»hoot 1 Mozambique 1n
-the past ten years.

i+

Some left Mozambique
.as little children with
-Ehe” parents to escape
“the war when Mozambic-
“4n refugees began to en-
“ter Zimbabwe 1n 1982
.and 1983 Now they are
~heading back home as
“adults — to an uncertan
~future and a devastated
“country

They are joined by new
'kids born 1n the camp -
kids oblivious to the situ-
v@t1on in their own country
wor what the fuss over re-
« patriation 1s all about

~ They’re all going home
s— to the landmines, the
stench of death, devasta-
titon, confusion and
~destruction, destroyed
+70ads, bridges, schools
-and health facilities
which collapsed 1n the
wake of the Renamo on-
» slaught

" Yet the group ot about
‘800 leaving the Tongo-
gara refugee camp 1n
;glmbabwe’s Manica
wprovince — the biggest and
~best-kept of five camps 1n
r the country — all seemed
happy. East or west,
5home 15 best

Lo ]

~  We visited the refugees
- NIOW to be known as the
s returnees — the might be-
 fore their departure from
; Tongogara, where 51 44]

' refugees are based

+  The scatterlings here —

' part of the 135 044 refu-
' gee population 1n Zimba-
1-bwe — form a closely-kmt
~commumty 1 their own
. Fight, aimost a state-with-
: 1n-a-state

. Twelve trucks had been
. Jined up to take away the
1,300 returnees to Decata,
»one of the areas in Moz-
«ambique already cleared
.Jfor safe passage

It 15 the mght of the
:zlung wake With 1t comes
« the traditional home-go-
1ing rituals, merry-mak-
' 1ng, dancing, beer drink-
* ing and singing — a grip-

ping atmosphere of hap-
" piness and contentment,

something akin to the

biggest stream

of refugees ever

moved by UN

row they will be home-
bound - hopefully never
to return

The women ululate and
the urchins gyrate fear-
somely to the pulsating
beat of traditional drums
One moment they go
down therr knees, the
next they hit the ground
with a full-belly impact —
an exciting dance routine,
not for the faint-hearted

Tomorrow they will
head for Mozambique,
one of the most unpre-
dictable of war-ravaged
places A fragile peace
pact prevails in this
drought-stricken country
of hopelessness and des-
pair, 1ts roads strewn with
killer landmines

Hopefully, October
will change all this into
prospects of hope and a
bright future The nation-
al elections — the coun-
try’s first elections 1n a
democratic sense — are
scheduled for not later
than October The buik of
the refugees have to be
back i Mozambique n
time for this — and for the
planting season which
normally starts in Sep-
tember

The people at Tongo-
gara realise the rmport-
ance of their votes They
are eager to return home
and shape the course of
history — and start hife
anew

There 1s more ululating
and gyrating at Tongo-
gara the next morning,
the day of the departure
The drum beats are loud-

er and'so are the cheers
and 1t 1s hard to say whe-
ther this 1s being stage-
managed for the UN Hi-
gh Commuissioner for Re-
fugees, Sadako Ogata,
who was to hit town that
morning

This will be the first leg
of Ogata’s twelve-day
four nation tour 1n south-
ern Africa which will in-
clude Swaziland, South
Africa and Mozambique
1tself She will observe the
progress of the Mozam-
bican repatriation oper-
ation

Now the frail-looking
Ogata has come to Tong-
ogara to sec off the 300-
odd returnees to the land
of the unknown and unce-
rtainty The cream
UNHCR trucks rumble
through the camp’s dusty
streets Hands are waving
everywhere, the hands of
children and women, and
Ogata waves back

Then the mighty trucks
jerk into top gear, roaring
out of the camp with therr
singing human cargo and
their meagre possessions

The sight leaves a lump
in one’s throat For good
or for bad, the wholesale
removal of human beings
has always been a touchy
business - and, for a
South African journalist,
it 18 reminmiscent of the
tragic period of forced re-
movals under the pro-

gramme of grand apart-
heid

Yet this 1s the best part
of Ogata’s Job, she tells us

MOVERS ... UNHCR head Sadako Ogata
Last Supper For tomor- and King Mswati of Swaziland held talks.

later ““Seeing refugees
heading back home See-
ing the happy faces and
knowing that they are go-
ing home Home to peace
and a better hfe 7

Ogata said they had
had only few problems of
refugees coming back
after they had been repat-
riated But then it was no
longer a refugee problem,
she said, but an immgra-
tion problem

“They usually go home
never to return ”’

One of the few men 1n
the refugee camps, 38-
year-old Luke James,
who fled Mozabique with
his ageing mother at the
height of the war, wistful-
ly watches the trucks dis-
appear

He and his mother are
the only survivors of a
family of seven — the
others were wiped out by
Renamo

“I long for hcme,” he
says “‘Lafe 1s fine here at
the camp, sometimes even
better than life back
home, But 1 want to go
back as soon as there 1s
peace

Politics are not his
game All he wants 158 to
be home and start farm-
Ing again

B So far about 11 000
refugees have been repat-
riated 1n what 15 belheved
to be the Umted Nations
High Commissioner for
Refugees’ largest repatri-

ation programme 1n
Africa The UNHCR has
asked for US$102,8-mil-
lion to cover the costs of |

transportation and re-
seftlement

This year the UNHCR
aims to voluntanly repat-
riate over 600 000 refu-
gees from Zimbabwe to
Mozambique “in safety
and dignity” The repatri-
ation 15 expected to be
completed by mid-1995 1n
all five refugee camps

The repatnation oper-
ation for 1,5-mtllion
Mozambicans 1n stx
southern African countr-
1es follows a peace agree-
ment in Rome between
the Mozambican govern-
ment and the Mozam-
bigue National Resis-
tance Movement (Ren-
amo) i October 1992 n
Rome This ended a 15-

year-old war

Most of the returnees
come from Malawi, host
of the largest group of
refugees, 650 000 as of
January 1, South Africa,
250000, Zimbabwe, 100-
000, Zambia, 22 000 Ta-
nzania, 20 000 and Swaz-
iland, 18 000
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Mozé,nibiqold te "’*2{1%7? unified army before poll |
Argus Africa Hawah SmrinaT # | with politic e;:) ezq:n:i visited Umted f‘”lw :'Mr Salim 5said there was great expec-

- “voints, Mr Salim tation for peace among soldiers at the as-
MAPUTO — Secretary-General of the *iaiﬁi.“fﬂﬁaisieﬂ 13 nl':ultiparty system, Sembly points, where government and

Organisation of African Unity. Salim Ah- : . tem.” - Renamo troops are gathering to be either
med Salim warned that a umfed Mozam- but you can't Iiavle a multi-army Sy demobilised or recruited into the new

bican army should be in place before the “All the ingredients for peace are pre- " army *

October elections. sent (in Mozambique) The antagonists of . He said the problems 1n lmplementin%
Speaking at the end of a five-day visit the past have reconciled themselves to the 1992 peace accord were not pohtical,
to Mozambique in'which he had talks the need for peace” but techmcal and logistical
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Sowetan Africa News
Service

APUTO — The secre-
tary-general of the Or-
ganisation of African
Unity, Mr Salim Ahmed
. Salim, has wamed that 2
unified Mozambican army should be 1n
place before the Qctober elections
Speaking to journalists at the end of a
five-day visit to Mozambique 1n which
he had held talks with political leaders
and visited Unrted Nations-rup assem-
bly points, Salim saxd *“You can have a
multiparty system, but vou can’t have a
multi-army system Z\ 8)
Hesaid “Allthe mgredients forpeace
(1in Mozambique) are present The an-

- ‘ﬁ"“ui"

in Mozambiqu

€ ne

tagomists of the past have reconciled
themselves to the need for peace.” ., .

According to Salum, there was 3 great
Expectation for peace among the sol-
diers at the assembly points, where gov-
ernment and Renamo troops are gather-
Ing to be etther demobihised or recrinted
nto the new army

“Our responsibility 15 to satisfy this
eXxpectation and to ensure that peace 15
permanent

He said the problems in implement-

S —— —— — i vl e s .

ing the 1992 peace "accord were Tiot

pbﬁncal, but were technical and
logistical He said he had urged the
dotior community to continue SUppPOIT-
mg the process
. Asked whether Mozambique would
shdg back into war as Angola had done,
Salim said no one could give any guar-
antees, but thati/i;q{ d found ie dia-
logue between ampigque President
Joaguin Chissano and Repamo leader
Afonso Dhiakama “very réassurmg”
Salim said the OAU would partict-
pate fully in obseiving the elections
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' PEACE has restored prosper-
" 1ty to Mozambique’s ports and
" rallways — and brought cor-
" ruption, drug trafficking and a

thriving trade in looted
I merchandise

Western embassies in
'Maputo are alarmed at the
' flow of 1llicat drugs through the

ports John Sunde, the South
* African Ambassador, says that
up to a ton of Mandrax has
* been seized 1n a week at Ma-
" puto harbour. The drug, made
¢ In Ind1a, 18 widely used in SA’s

. townships .

, Diplomats estimate that a
! fifth of the cargo handled mn
wﬁmm.mg 1s stolen Storage
. areas’ are hot locked and
; guards; look; the other way

when women make off with
-bags®of miaize and sugar
" Lax security and podr man-
"agement Are costing the state-
; owned Ports and Railways

By LESLIE CRAWFORD

Company of Mozambique
(CFM} business 1t can barely
afford to lose.

Transvaal coal mines, which
recently secured huge con-
tracts to supply Turkey, will
not use Maputo — their closest
harbour — until security 1s
improved

Mr Sunde says. “If South
Airica doesn’t use Maputo
port, the World Bank will not
fund an $11-mllion project to
upgrade the railway line.”

Having spent hundreds of
millions of dollars to rehuild
Mozambique’s war-damaged
transport network, foreign do-
nors have decided that the only

way to stop the rot at CFM 1s 7

by~privatismg 'its * manage-
ment In the diplomatic lan-
gSuage .3. the World Bank, the

1 - q.-l.l|||l.

{Crime profits gs

W 2.0 <

Moza

mnﬂgﬁaﬂnﬁ. of CF
need of reform .”N .m
The Caisse nmﬁm e
Development, the French gov-
ernment’s development agen-
cy, has threatened to halt reha-
bilitation of the Nacala
rallway, northernmost of the
three lmes which {raverse
Mozamibque, unless CFM pr2-
vatises Nacala’s deep-water
port and ratlway services. The
privatisation proposal pro-
vokes a vitriolic reaction from
Transport Minister Armando
Guebuza

He says “CFM 1s Mozam-
bique’s biggest company and
foreign-exchanger earner
Why should I hand over the
country’s wealth to foreigners
without a full analysis of the
options? There may be mange-
ment problems, but we are not
obliged to accept every solu-
tion donors 1mpose on us *

mbigue recovers
,..w

The argumentt are often
clouded by emotion because
Mozambicans fear they are
losing their sovereignty to the
detates of foreign donors. In a
country where aid receipts
equal gross domestic product
(2 meagre $1-hillion), there is
an undercurrent of resentment
to the lecturmng that comes
with international assistance,

Charges of weak manage-
ment wound Mr Guebuza’s na-
tionahist pride To surrender
the rallways to foreigners
would bring back the days of
~Portuguese rule when blacks
were restricted to memal jobs,

Seventeen years of civil war
destroyed the few resources
the Portuguese left. Rehabili-

tation began 1n earnest only-

after signing of a peace accord
in October 1992 and 1t has been
financed' entirely by external
aid

The port and raillway term-
nal of Bewra, which handies
Zimbabwe's foreign trade, has
new facihties and a deeper
port thanks to $435-million of
European Umon and Nordic
assistance }

Freight traffic along the
Bera Corridor has doubled
since 1991 to 950 000 tons Ton-
nage handled at the port has
risen by 60%

Fernando Ferretra Mendes,
a former CFM employee who
18 now a consultant with the
World Bank, agrees that weak
managment 1S a problem, but
mainly because all decisions
are made 1n Maputo i

“Bverything has to be re-

" ferred to CFM headquarters —

from the purchase of spares ma
the tariffs we charge We don't,
need to privatise management ~%
just decentralise 1t ¥ — Finan-"

L]

cial Times . ,.“.ﬁ...*__
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|Mozambica

REBEL and government
soldiers 1n DMozambique
are so tired of war after a
generation of fighting
among themselves and
their Portuguese colon-
1sers that they are unlikely
to come up with enough
men to form a new jomnt
army, which the United
Natmns has targeted to be

30 000-strong
Provisions of a UN-
arranged peace deal

signed i October 1992 stip-

N troop

By SCOTT PETERSON in Maputo

ulate that nearly a third of
Mozambique’s 100 000 sol-
diers from both sides
would form the new army
and the rest would be de-
mobilised

But as soldiers wait 1n
UN-run cantonment sites
to recelwve thewr pay-off,
rations, civilian clothes
and demobilisation cards,
there 1s a growing feehng
that unemployment 18 a
better option than staying
in umform

The Frelimo govern-
ment plans to demobilise
80 000 soldiers, and the
Renamo rebels 20 000
Each 15 expected to con-
tribute 15000 men to the
new army, but will not be
able to The process 15 al-
ready a year behind sched-
ule, forcing elections to be
postponed until October

The UN Special Repre-
sentative for Mozambique,
Dr Aldo Ajello, an Italian,
said the problem was

especially acute for the
government, which had
conscripted boys to fight
the 16-year cival war They
had been “badly fed, badly

paid and ba accommo-
dated”
““1f they™insist that

people go on with the same
army they have now, no
one will accept They need
some new Incentives,” he
said

Conditions for both sides
during the civil war have
been bad, and soon-to-be-
demobilised soldiers in UN
cantonment areas have at
times rioted and blocked
access roads In November
and December rebel Ren-
amo leader Afonso Dhla-
kama warned that he
miaght lose control of s
soldiers through lack of
funds.

Referring threatemngly

to the example of Angola,
where rebels restarted the

civil war after rejecting a

UN peace process, Mr
Dhlakama was able to
sgueeze concessions from
the UN Dr Ajello appealed
for an unprecedented trust
fund of $16-miilion to ease
the rebel transition te op-
position politics

And instead of receiving
just a six-month pay pack-
age from the government
for each demobilised sol-
dier, international donors
have been persuaded by
the UN to stump up $20-
mallion more to provide 18
months’ more pay

Mr Dhiakama has done
well himself, driving a bul-
let-proof Mercedes-Benz
through the capital and liv-
ing 1n the former EC repre-
sentative’s mansion

But 1n the bush, where
there are believed still {o
be more than a million AK-
47 assault rifles, euphoria
of the peace has faded as
delays mount The first sol-

diers were demobilised

S want out |

last week, and the UN says
— over-optimistically —
that the job will have been
completed by July

“The concentration of
these soldiers 1s potentially
dangerous,” said UN
spokesman Joao Albuquer-
que “They don’t like 1t, SO
the government wants to
get 1t done a quickly as
possible”

Still, healing the scars
left by the war 18 proving
difficult, as rebels and gov-
ernment soldiers alike try
to overcome memories of
atrocities and consider a
bleak future

A government soldier
who took part 1n a notor-

ous Frelimo massacre at | ]

Monga 1n 1991, recalls the

abuses by his men and his |

e

distaste for war “If people
left their local area and
came to town, we thought
they were Renamo If they
seud something that wasn’t
right, we tortured them un-
til they said the right
things,” he said — © The
Telegraph, London
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Maputo _ Renamoimade an
embarrassimg start to its iroop
demebilisation when the firs

{’fizht 1n the Tebel army.
Alberto gamuel (16) gard he
had been kidnapped when he
was,mne and had received mill-
{ary traimng at a Renamo base
m Vilankulo district in Inham-

pane province. He had taken

part m SeVer ia tions,
he sad. f anl\élﬁ

Alberto’s stary oD radicted
Renamo's frequent denials that
1t had foreed kidnapped children
to fight inis ranks.

When the war ended in 1992
Alberto would have been only 14

His story came out when 2
journalisi agked him if he
planned to marry now that he
was hemng demobilised

“No, I'm still a child,” replied
Alberio

A Renamo officer ordered Al-
berto to sioP speaking to the
journalists but he was allowed to
resume when @ senior Renamo
official intervened in response 10
the yournalist g’ protests -

Renamo leader Afonso Dhla-
kama, when asked about it by
the journshsts, replied: 1 dudn't
come, here 10 gpeak about chl-
dren Whether he's 14 or 30 18
not the 1ssue now.: ..
The incident iook place on

assembly point at Neves in In-

hambane province, as ihe first |

972 Renaimo) troops . were, demo-
bilised. Demobilisation’ of the

gmﬁernment jorces began on’

March 10, :

i W



Bitter pill helps

ARUSHA = A Mozambigue ymnister said
at the weekend that pamful economic re-
form programmes adopted at the insis-
tence of mternational donors had helped
lead the country {o Impressive growth

Mozambican [Finance Minister Eneas

«Coormche said the free movement of people
‘and goods and better weather also helped
‘ncrease the gross domestic product by
56% last year He gave 1o comparative

figu

res for the previous year.
Monetary and fiscal reforms and price

measures since 1987 favoured private en-
terprise and led to impressive growth.

Speaking to African business leaders, he

caid the fimancial sector’s competitiveness
had mereased because of a fall in mflation
by 11 percentage pomnts between Decem-
ber 1692 and December 1993 and the appli-
cation of real interest rates.

He also credited having exchange rates

determined By foreigh

better performance.

He %told an Africah Business Round §
Table forum at Arusha, porthern Tanzania, ;
that Mozambique had opened

and reduced tax rates

He said authorised divect fore
ment had reached $660m — from
Portugal, SA, the Netherlands and 25 Afri- |

»

0Zs rnbﬁ

gurrency

and demand rather than fixed, &
growth m the anmber of secondary foreigh |
exchange market traders,

. '

Y
m 2

for his COUNtry’s |

ew banks,

gn mvestt
Britam,

can states “Almost all sectors are ehgihie
for private investruent, except for ¢ertain

apeas reserved for the state”

The Mozambican government was
vatising many state-hnked compahies, |
About 240 state compantes had been re- |

-~ +

Ti-

structured, with 95% of small and medivm

enterprises acquired by Mozambicans, —
Sapa-Reuter '
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P APUTO — Renamo made
i an embarrassing start to
f its troop demobilisation
when the first soldher to be
discharged turned out to
be a juvenile who said he had been
kidnapped and forced to fight 1n the
rebel army

The story told by 16-year-old Alberto
Samuel to journalists covering the event
contradicted Renamo’s frequent demals
that 1t had forced kidnapped children to
fight 1n its ranks Alberto said he had
been Midnapped when he was ninc and
had recerved mlitary traiming at 4
Renamo base 1n Vilankulo district in

n unwill

H JUVE

DNAPPE

rebel

22\2 |
6 Soldier

says he was forced to fight:

Inhambane province He had taken parl
in several mihitary actions, he said

When the war ended 1n 1992 Alberto
would have been only 14

His story came out when a journalist
asked nm 1f he planned to marry now
that he was being demobilised

“No, I’m st1ll a child,” replied
Alberto A Renamo officer immediately
ordered Alberto to stop speaking to the
journalists but he was allowed torcsume

when a semor Renamo official mnter-
vened n response to the journdlists’
protests

Renamo leader Mr Afonso Dhlakama
was as embarrassed as any of his offi-
cials by the incident When asked about
1t by the journalists, he angnly replied
"] didn’t come here to sp&ak about chil-
dren Whetherhe's 14 or 30 years old 1s

not the 1ssue now = us Africa
News Service 'Z,,ig
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Ma[:gu% — A potentially
serious obstacle to Mo-
zambique’s first multipar-
ty general election has
been, overcome with
agreenient, being reached
on pay scales for the new
joint army, the- FADM.
The government had
proposed that the basic
wage for a private should
| ‘be the same as the na-
tional minimum indusir-
al wage of 70 600 meti-
cais (about R40) a month
Renamo propsals had
. ranged between 110000
and 90 000 meticais a
month. This week agree-
“ment;was reached on the
compromise figure ‘of

g0 UUDE'netieais a month,
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WILLEM STEENKAMP
Weekend Argus Reporter

HUNDREDS, possibly thou-
sands, of pohitical refugees
from countries including So-
malia, Zaire, Mozambique
and Angola are streaming
to South Africa following an
agreement between the
United Nations and the gov-
ernment

And, many of these refugees
are making their way to Cape
Town because the city 1s rela-
tively safe compared to other
centres and also because word
has spread that free accommo-
dation i1s readily available
hereto refugees

Senior 1mmagration official
Jaco Duckitt, known as “‘Mr
Refugee” because of the work
he does among refugees who
arrive 1n Cape Town, said the
numbers of refugees arriving
had increased alarmingly

“More than 10 refugees ar-
rive in Cape Town a day We
already have more than 100
male Angolans — many with
children and wives — 1n Cape
Town Where they previcusly
arrived m dribs and drabs, they
are now arriving in groups

“We have about 3b refugees
from Somalia and the number
18 Increasing Four from the
Sudan, 15 from Zaire and we
even have one from Liberia”™

Mr Duckitt said an agree-
ment was reached between the
government and UN officials 1n
September last year under
which the government agreed

to allow politcal refugees into
South Africa

Conditions were also set out
under which people would
qualify for refugee status

Home Affairs officials get
training from the UN on how
to handle and process refugees,

Mr Duckitt said that under
this system people first would
be questioned as to their rea-
sons for coming to South
Africa If they qualified as po-
htical refugees they would be

given temporary permits to
ltve and work here

“We try to encourage politi-
cal refugees to find work to
support themselves and their
families as there are no funds
availible from the government
to support these people

“These political refhigees can
later apply for political asy-
lum But, should the situation
In their respective couniries

NEW HOME: A group of poltical

improve, we would ask them to
be voluntarily repatriated to
their countries of origin In
such cases, we would supply
them with some cash and a
free ticket”

Mr Duckitt said that 1f politi-
cal refugees refused to return
voluntarily to their country of
origin, steps would be taken
against them under the Alens
Act -7

Many of the refugees that ar-
rive 1n Cape Town find a haven
at The Ark in Westlake, run by
Pastor Greg Grobler Thei,{r
stay free of charge The Ar
does not get any money from
the government and 1S depen-
dent solely on donations to do
i1ts work

-—__._-_—__--m-—-ﬂ-—_——l—-

Picture OBED ZILWA Weekend Argus

refugees who fled to Cape Town because of
civil war in their respective countries have found a new home at The Ark, a haven
run by Chnistians at Westlake.

At The Ark many refugees
learn basic skills such as car-

pentry, welding, panel-beating
to enable them to support
themselves

As the word spread that un-
der the UN agreement with the
government political refugees
would not be summarily re-
turned to their countries of ori-
gin, the number of refugees has
Increased

Mr Duckitt said he had been
monitoring and processing po-
Iitical refugees under the new
system for three weeks now
Since then, there had been a
vast 1ncrease Most of them

fled their countries of origin |

because of political strife and
war
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Renamo ca]b for
nat;onal unit b

R

Argus;Afnca News, Service L e
- MAPUTO. -~ Rehamo Jeader:Afonso’|:
Dhlakama has’ called’*for 'a* govern:
mént“of national unity an.¢Mozam-
blqueasaymg no single party, was able
to gevern on 1ts own at present

Mr Dhlakama said such a. govern-
ment .Should include pehtlealﬁ arties
as w’ell as competent md 'VI&LE 1th
no party afﬁhatmn.

He told the, Meputn Sundey
per Domingo that he had d:seussed
the concept with Western diplomats,
whe ‘had endnrsed it 1

He said he had also raised 1t with
Joaquim Chissano “and I got the mm-
pression he agrees with me”.

wBut President Chissano has ruled
out a coalition before the eleehun in
October “as it weuld defraud the vot-

7ty !

l EI'S”' i, A i A )
' ~-He said the election results would
determine who ruled:and whether any
form of coalition was requ:redf,

The few: polls that have ‘been done

in “Mozambique’ have given no clear
indication of voter; preferences.

J
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25 000 refugee%g
due to go home’

][ i'lj.

Maputo — More than 925 000 ref-
ugees are preparing to retur
to Mozambigue from Zimbabwe
as part of an accelerated repay
triation programme by the Unit
ed Nations High Commmssionet,
for Refugees i éngl ot
The UNHCR in Zimbabwe said)
m o statement that he had um
dertaken registration for, volung,
tary repatriation mn the refugee!
camps of Mazowe River Bridgey
Nyamatikiti and Tongogara. I
Repatriation 15 due to take;
place between now and June, —
Star Africa Service. 1)
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MAPUTO— Renamo has been accused
of sending mainly old men, childrenand
disabled people to the assembly points
at which the former combatants i the
Mozambican civil war are being gath-
ered for demobilisation

The accusation by the central com-
mittee of the ruling Frelimo pariy sug-
gests that Renamo 15 keeping 1ts able-
bodied soldiers 1n the bush

Many of Renamo’s gueriilas arc
known to have been teenagers captured
and forced to fight with the rebel forces
The government has demobiiised

o’questions rebel demobilisation

) ¢ 1° o« 1 .9
Renamg_ dirty tricks

more than 6 000 troops fthrough the
United Nations-run assembly points,
while Renamo has demobtlused shightly
more than 2 2. gﬁ

Frelimo has alleged that the Renaino
trodps comung into the assembly points
are bringiiig 10 only old and obsolete
weapon§4nd are surrendering fewer
than the one rifle that each soldier 15
expected to hand 1 L

The gu‘i"*ﬁmment has not forfnally put
the commuttee’s claims t6'th€\nferna-
tonal commntted fomtonng the"proc-
ess — Sowetan Africa News Service
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{Dodgy future | .
for returning |

SN o
| Mozambieans

REFUGEES from 16 years of civil war g back
into Mozambique to face uncertgin peacetime lives and the
country’s first multi-party elections.

Nearly 800 000 refugees have returned — of the 1,7-
mullion Mozambicans who fled the bloodshed to neighbour-
ing countries — since a United Natio eumﬁumn ceasefire
was signed mm October 1392

The UN High Commission for Refugees, in charge of the
largest-ever repatriation effort in Africa, is spending $200-
million over three years to
ease their return,

But the refugees are com-
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ing home to the poorest
country in the-world, broken
by war and riddled with
landmines, where hope is
stil a searce commeodity
And here again they will be
subject to the political
whims of the same men —
government and rebels —
who brought such destruc-
tion on Mozambique.

Those cares aside, 40-
yvear-old Mama Lungile
smiles with joy as she hoists
her five-month-old bhaby,
Precious, to her hip and
steps off the UNHCR train
from Swaziland to touch
Mozambican soil at Um-
pala, 32km west of the cap-
ital, Maputo, for the first
time for 10 vearn.

She is with 500 other ex-
iles on the weekly UNHCR
train, and has packed a mat-
fress, green wooden door
and dilapidated board walls
— torn down mm a rush —
and a bale of clothing into
the carriage.

The UNHCR gives her a

—

plastic drumi full of essen-
tials, blankets, plastic sheet-
ing, a saw, sturdy hoe, a new
set of pots and a water jug;
and a lift to her home vil-
lage.

Mozambique’s peace is
guaranteed by more than
6 000 UN peacekeeping
troops, though both the Fre-
limo government and Ren-
amo rebels are exhausted
from fighting a war that has
proved useless,

There have been delays in
assembling both armies at
UN camps — not one of
more than 70000 soldiers
has bheen demobhilised to
date Because of this and
problems with forming the
new army, elections were
put off for a year to Octo-

ber
For many refugees suckh

delays cause fear by re-
minding them of Angola’s
failed UN-sponsored peace
process. Elections were

held there two years ago,
even thongh few govern-
ment or Unita rebel soldiers
had been demobilised. When
the voting went against
rebel leader Jonas Savimbi,
he easily went back to the
bush and reignited the civil
war.

“In Angola people came
back during peace, but now
many have been killed,”
said one man recently re-
turned to Tete from
Malawi. “People here wor-
ry that the same thing could
happen in Mozambigque.
People are afraid.”

Life in camps in Malawi,
where more than a million

refugees have been concen-

RAVAGES OF WAR ... malnourished

trated, has also been hard
About 640 000 have walked

made ap of deserters and
criminals — who regularly
stole food from refugees to
resell it to the UNHCR at
another camp

“This mafia is very
strong so that no one can
protest,” said one relief
worker who asked not to be
identified. “If people in the
West knew how people were
stealing from these poor
refugees, they wounld he 80

angry ”

Since most of the Malawi

%,

one-year-old Evita Joaquim carries the scars of a nation divided by civil war

refugees came from Re-
namo areas, the rebels also
exert a strong influence in
the camps. Last year, after
the peace agreement had
been signed, Renamo sol-
diers attacked some of the
camps, beating people to in-
timidate them and “taking
their wives”, said one refu-

et
& Back in Mozambique, the
refugees — and all civilians
— are snbject to the old hab-

its of men in uniform from
both sides. Throughout the
civil war they looted what
they wanted and abused and
tortured civilians. Renamo
specialised in carving ears
and noses off the heads of

.

suspected collaborators.

Julio, 37, fled Mozam-
bique in 1956 when a battle
in his village left five dead
and separated him from his
wife and three children.

He recounts the snffering
of the war, but inclndes an
incident just two weeks ago
in which he was accosted by
five government military
policemen who wanted to
arrest him.

He was wearing a brown
plastic belt — the type you
can buy anywhere in Africa
~—which they claimed was a
military belt. Therefore,
they said, he “supported
Renamcg” and had to come
with them.

Julio got away, but his
words echo those of many
Mozambican people who
are testing the new peace
for the first time: “The
people are very tired of this.
They. know the action of
Frelimo, and of Renamo,
and that there is no m.oi_
that comes from them,” he
gaid..“I'm not interested in
supporting either party:
they are the same bad
people”. —© The Telegraph,
London #
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Mafmto . After three years of
joint eﬂnrt South Afmea and Mo-
zambl ue have almost finished
deﬁmng the border of their terri-
[ tomal waters

Surveys on the coast and on
the, igh seas have been com-
plet‘ed and a map 1s being drawn
for, ‘approval by both countries,
aceurdmg to Justice Minister Al
. Dautd, who heads the Mozambr-
‘can'team.
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" Once ﬂus hqs’ een’ done* ﬁﬂn—
lateral agreement will be mg‘ued,

The border will run into the
Indian Ocean from Gold Hill,
near Ponto da Ouro, where the
land border meets the coast

Buoys laid last year by a
South African ship will be used
o measure co-ordinates for the
border

Defimtion of the border 1s nee-
essary to demarcate fishing and

er Wlth Mozamblque

" ..&J'-rr! ""i ;"
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< other Hiaritme ex pi6it&tion
mghts as well as fnr political
purposes

Mozambique's maritime bor-
der with T
n 1988 2AK

Next Mozambique will begn
negotiations to define the border
with Madagascar, whose nearest
point 18 about 400 km from Mo-
zambique — Star Africa Ser-
vice,

was ratified
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ozambicans

return home

HARARE — More than
20000 Mozambican refu-
gees had been repatriated
from Zimbabwe since the
start of the repatriation
operation in June last year,
the Zia news agency
reported ‘
“The precise higure to
date stands at 11 571 refu-
gees repatriated in 1994 and
a total of 20 887 since the
start of the operation in
June, 1993,” a spokesman
for the UN High Commus-
sioner for Refugees In i{? -
are said yesterdayZ0

She added that the pro-
gramme would be speeded
up in JulyG2.452

“The present-Tonvoy
schedule foresees that until
October 1994, at least a fur-
ther 30 000 refugees will re-
turn home,” she said.'

About 65000 Mozamb-
can refugees had registered
for repatriation 1n the past
few weeks, - Sapa.
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“Airwaves
free-for-all

In Maputo

JASTAR AFRICA SEHWCE;
I
Mapui:{:i Prwate radm sta-

A

zambique after the state
" ended its mnnopuly&;alg
‘The government Radio
Mozambique had exclusive
broadcasting rights from mde-
pendence 1 1976 "¢

The latest:stations are |
RTK, owned by Carlos: Klmt
and Radio Projectn owned hy
Jose Custodio

Licences h premu..mly !
been granted to Radio Mira-
mar, a: religious station, and -
Radio FIM, directed by radio
journalist Suletman Kadur,

Still being processed are Ii-
cence applications from Radio
Encontro, to be run by the
Cathohe archdiocese of Nam-
pu]a, and Coop Radio

* Another statmn the Paro-
chial Radio of the Sacred

Famly, is expected-io be h- |-
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aputo 18 like & garden deprived”of
water for many vears, Bays the
South Afrlean ambassador to Mo-
zambique, John Sunde

“Now that you are walering it, plants are
dgrnwing, flowers are blooming  it's waon-
erful.’

A few days ago Sunde gnt stuck in a traffic
jam. He was delighted “A year 820 there
weren ¢ enough cars (for g traffic jam),” he
quipped

Today one strugyles to find a store that ig
not open for bosiness 'A year ago shops
were still boarded up he said

The revival of Maputo symbolises what is
happening aernss the country now thal
Peace has descended and the United Na-
tions Operation in Mozambigue (Unimoz) is
in full swing

The ceasefire has lasted 19 months After
some Iniltal breaches, 1t has worked beaut{-
fully praised a Western ambassador

In its wake have come 6000 UN troops
and officlals their white “N{J* cars and
trucks talkung over the capital 8 parking lots

With the big UN presence, the aild agen-
cles huve extended therr operations to the
remote areas that were cut off during the
17-year war

Most of all, the two parties to the peace
process — the Frelimo government and for-
ner rebels Renamo — are no longer at each
other s throats

Thelr leaders, President Joaquim Chis-
sano and Afonso Dhlakamsa, have met at
least 12 times since they signed the 1992
peace aceord in Rome

Tatk openly

‘They appear to be able to talk openly and
resolve problems,’ a diplomat said

The two sides meet regularly in the UN
Supervisory and Monttoring Commission,
chalred by Unimoz chief Aldg Ajello, and in
the UN ceasefire committee

What surprises Journalists is ihe mild Ian-
guage that Renamo and Freimg use in
speaking of each other g transgressions

The leader of the Frellmo delegation to the
Bupervisory eommission, Transport Minister
Armando Guebuza, sajd he Was “worried
about the strange movements of Renamo
forces

His opposite number, General Raul Domun-
gos of Renamo, suigd the government's sud-
den revislon of its troop strength — a out of
12 000 men — was merely causing “a lack of
confidence"

The biggest iransformation in the past few
months, said a diplomat, “Is that people are
preparing for elections"”
tended to think the polls wonld be aliowed to
giide into 1415, pow they
election will take place o Cetober 27 and @
nly on
11 but Chissano and Dhlakemn
making “working visiis' (o the
Their parties are printing posters

Renamo’s Rauj Domingos .
troop figures

MP and administrator with the UN Develop-
ment Programme, says some obstacles on

worried about Frelimo

the UN assembly area ontside the
bhad apparently had theip

Quelimane They
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Frelimo’s Armando Guebuza worned aboyt 2=—---
troop movements.
port of  month it said the figure was 49 g,

Not only Renamo wasg

Suspicious *7-

the road to the electtons are “guite disturh. demobili-«tfon postponed twice T want-  observers suspected the gove ent - -
Ing and alarming” ed thelr demob pay and to go home ¥ hiding its tiﬂg anits O
Early In May the governmoent put the That afterncon the government announe- What worrles Afello most of all ig that tr-
brakes on demobilisation It claimed Renemo e it wag resuining demobihsation, formation of the integrated army is behing
Was not culting its forces in proportion. At the time of the ceasefire, Frelimo said it gehedyle The training centres ape up and
Recently 500 Frelimo troops mutinied a had roughly 61000 troops in the fleld, This running for only kalf of the 30 009 troops that
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2 hilches in the peace process, Mozambique is blooming.
vamer reporis for The Star Africa Service from Mapulo

tke water 10

_— e

-

-~ figures

UN Develop-

gbstacles on
“quitc disturb-

- put the
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- muthﬂed at

= worried about Frelimo

the UN assembly area outside the port of
Quellmane They had apparenily had their
demebilisation posiponed twice They want-
ed their demob pay and to fo home

That afternocon the government announe.
ed it was resuming demobilisation

At the time of the ceasefire, Frelimo said {t
had roughly 61 (00 troops in the field. This

Erelimo’s Armando Guebuza .
troop movements
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woiried ahout Renamo

#
month it satd the figure was 49 (X}

Not only Renamo was suspicious Many
observers suspected the government swas
hiding its fighting units

What worries Ajello most of all is that the
formation of the integrated army is behind
schedule The training cenires are up and

running for onty half of the 30 (WK} troops that

ga

tﬁr & ,'T_
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rden
|

0 EiTthe new army must contain under the Rome

% Bopords.

i The other half are still In the assembly

?

areas, where they retain their Frelimo or
Renama loyslties, or in the bush

They are being held up by delays in selec-
tlon, demobilisation, funding and the building
of military bases.

Ajello insists the electlons canhot {ake
place until all of the 30 600 soldiers have at
least begun their integration, and the rest
have been demobbed To do otherwise would
risk bad losers reverting to war

“If we keep on accumulating delays,” said
Ajello on the night of the (uelimane troop
mutiny, “we are putting the election date in
jeopardy "

Dhiakama has called for the national army
to be reduced to 15000 men initially so
that the eleciion is not delayed, with the
other 15 000 being trained afterwards

But the government has so far rejected hia
proposal Nevertheless, the overall mood in
Mozambique is upbeat.

British ambassador Richard Edis told The
Star's Africa Service that there will be fur-
ther bumps on the election road

“There will be resgidusl susplicion and mu-

tual accusations, but I think these can be
overcome We will have a suceessiul outecome

to the peace process

Gap narrowing

Predictions vary as to who will win the
election Local opinion polls have forecast a
Frelimo vietory, hut the gap is narrowing

And it s difficutt to e how ¢pinlon
polls can be reliable in a war-ravaged coun-
try which has not even had a census for 14

years.

Some diplomats say Renamo is in the
stronger position, benefiting from popular
disenchantment with Frelimo rule.

What Is interesting is that these, the coun-
try’s first-ever democraiic elections, mean
the povernment is going to be decided by
demographics

Mozambique has always been dominated
by the south Frelimo's founder, Eduardo
Mondlane, the first president Samora Ma-
chel, and as many as threequarters of the
government were all born in the southern
provinces of Maputo, Giaza and Inhambane

Diplomats say this is widely resented
north of Beira Frelimo cottoned on to this
recently, and has been making its central
committee look much more regionzlly repre-
sentative

Forecasters are looking particularly at the
north-eastern provinees of Zambezia and
Nampule, which are home to between & third
and a half of the estimated national popula-
tion of 17 million people.

Opindon polls predict a close race in the
two provinces And much could change in the
next five-and-a-half months,

In the meantime, naot & few people in the
neglecied norit must be relishing the fac
that for the first time in Mozamblque's his-
tory, it la they who will determine the fate of

the country

-,
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Maputo— In an effort to stem a
tide of;s mutinies sweeping
through*iroop assembly camps,
Mozambique's government and
former rebels are to send about
15 000 ss0ldiers to the barracks
of a joint new national army
while they awail retraining,
Radio Mozambique ounced
yesterday mgzy' i3 ; “
When the' Soldiers enter the

k| 1 3 j‘
1 A 1

- e —_—

===V Sy > E
Bid to halt mutinies in g%lps

)
new barracks they will cease to
be members of either of the two
former belligerent forces andi
answer to the new army com-
mand, the radio said, citing a
h_igg‘lh-rﬂ,nkmg government offi-
cial.

Joldiers have proiested over
poor conditions in the camps!
and demand that they be moved
out immediately. — Sapa-AFP,
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West raps

Maputo @
atlr 1364
over troops

PAUL FAUVET _
Argus Africa News Service

MAPUTQO — Western ambas-
sadors have sharply criticised
the Mozambican governmen

for its slowness in demobilis-,
ing its troops — and have,
warned that this is threatening
the goodwill of the internation-
al community. :

The warnmg was issued by
the ambassadors of Britain,
France, Italy, Portugal, Ger-
many, the United States and
France, together with the rep-
resentative of the Organisation
of African Unity I.

All sit on the SuperviSory-
and Control Commussion (CSC),
the body in overall charge of
implementing the 1992 peace
agreement.

In a joint statement they
warned that elections, sched-
uled for Qctober, could not be
held untll demobilisation was
complete and that the goodwill
of the mternational community
was threatened by the govern-
ment’s failure to meet obliga-
tions it had freely accepted.

So far only 77 percent of the
government troops have re-
ported to the assembly points
from which they are bemng de-
mobilised, and the deadline for
completing troop assembly is
July, 1. 4

More than 11 000 troops still
have to check in at these
poinis.

The process may be further
delayed by the mutiny of a
commando unit, which yester-
day threw up barricades on the
mam road leading from Ma-
puto to.the north and centre of

.the country.
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Poll registration

not fast enough

Maputo — Mozambicans are
registering to vote in their first
froe election at a rate of about
100 000 a day — and the roll
contains about 3 mllion names. ‘

‘But this is not fast enough to
complete registration on time for
ihe October 27-28 election.

The electorate 1s estimated at
more than 8,5 million and, at the
current rate, only 6 muilion will

he regstered by the August 15
deadline kixg

A 925-day extensio is planned,
but only for “gpecial cases’,
such 'as Teturning refugees or
demobilised soldiers, said Bra-
280 Mazula, chairman of the Ng-
tional Elections Commission.,

He denied Renamo llegations
of fraud at registration posts

— Star Foreign Service.
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By PETER De IONNO

SOUTH AFRICAN Cold War
warriors are turning their
swords into ploughshares to
free Mozambique from the le-

thal pestilence of land mines.

At Mutarara, on the Zambez, a
rmini foreign legion has been work-
ing seven days a week to de-mine
bush roads to clear the way home
for up to a malhon war refugees still
camped over the border

The mune teams were called 1n
after roadbuilders for South African
civil engimeers Basil Read had to
halt work on a $5-million contract
when mines were uncovered,

Using traditional mine-clearing
methods covering a kilometre or
two a day, the project would be
reduced to an impossible crawl,
anything else would be a constant
gamble with death

Sakkie van Zyl, a softly spoken
but hard-eyed veteran of South Afri-
ca’s public and covert wars, 1s field
manager of the si1x-strong team of
former special forces operators
who saw action together in Nambia
and Angola and now work for Me-
chem, the Denel subsidiary

“Some of us did things and

EVERY day the estimated 100 million mines sown in
maoare than 60 countries claim new victims. In
Mozambique 6 000 people have been killed or maimed
by land mines since 1980. The casualty rate 1s
increasing as hundreds of thousands of refugees
return home, lured by promises of peace and the UN-
managed elections in October. Last year 883
Mozambicans became casualties. Half of them died.

crossed borders while we were
obeying orders but that 1s not rele-
vant now Those old days are over
“South Africa SA has changed and
I am glad Some of those things
were a waste, but I did my duty to
my country at that time,” he said
He snorts into his beard when
asked if he feels that SA has a moral
obligation to help rebuild the coun-
try that South African weapons, -
cluding mines, helped to tear apart
“This 1s business and we are the
best there 1s,” he says
The best does not come cheap
Wages start at about R10000 a
month and top R25000 for the
bosses The hving conditions are
primitive but for some that too 18 an
advantage
“T'oo many people breathing the

HJHMEI

same air 1n the cities,” says Sakkie

“What else 1s there for people
with our kind of experience”? The
reality is that only people with mili-
tary experience can do this and they
have to he good or mistakes get
made and they end up dead

“If we can help Mozamhaque get
back on 1ts feet that 1s good too Itry
to do one good thing every day”

Rocky van Blerk, a fery-eyed
red-headed “free spirit” 1s the team
leader He worked with Sakkie
clearing hundreds of antipersonnel
mines from sabotaged power pylons
near Ressano Bassa and later on de-
mining for Frelino troops

This time they are mn Renamo
territory “We treat them all the
same”

He rebuffs probing questions

about his past with silence.

“It does no good to anyone to drag
all that up now People are sick mm
hearing about 1t,” he says “We don't
talk about that stuff between our-
selves ™

And so it goes with them all,
quietly menacing, friendly but
wary Lionel Snoyman from Pretor-
13, British-korn Jim Macdonald and
Irish-born Buddhist Paddy Giblin —
both ex-SADF and now SA citizens
-— have been partners for 20 years
since the Rhodesian war Dog hand-
ler Brian Lewis, the smooth-faced
baby of the bunch, tramned smffer
dogs during his national service

“We know each other so there 18
trust without question Nobody has

to be told what to do It 1s the-quly
way,” says Rocky 218
No cne smokes and serseus drink-

1ng 1s reserved for the end of the Job
Thewr 12-hour day start at dawn
with PT sessions and end with run-
ning repairs to thewr Sespir, a Cas-
spir fitted with an extra front axle
and wheels, designed to absorb
damage from a mine blast

The armoured monster, once a
feared weapon of SA’s mililary
might, 1s now a tool for spreading

peace and goodwill as 1t lumbers
along the collections of potholes
that pass for roads Regularly, lo-
cals come to ask the team to hift
mines that have threatened theur
safety for years They are never
refused

In Senan, five kilometres across
the Ponto de Ana rail bridge — still
cut 1n two places after spans were
dropped by Rhodesian special
forces — Mark Buswell, a former
British army sapper working for the
charity Norweglan People’s Aid,
heads 90 former Frelimo soldiers
clearing a minefield

The area changed hands eight
times and munes and unexploded
munitions from both sides in the
war are scattered indiscriminately
around the town

Mark too 1s a veteran After the
Gulf War he cleared mines in Cam-
bodia

Progress 15 slow, each piece of
debrs left from the fighting sets the
detectors whimng, demanding an-
other painstaking mine-recovery
drill Dumped wheelbarrow loads of
shrapnel fragments, spent cartridge
cases and rocket fins are seattered
around like rusty ant heaps

HOW SA COLD WAR WARRIORS BRING HOPE TO WAR-TORN MOZAMBIQUE -

A dozen mines, some planted with
mortar bombs alongside to boost
the explosion, await hfting On the
far edge of the minefield two
bleached skeletons, believed to be
mined, await burial

“The fear of mines 1s greater than
the threat,” says Mark “But the
only way to rid the fear 1s to let the
people see that we frust our work
and are prepared to go mto the
areas that have been cleared”

Ile 1s frustrated by Mozambican
and UN red tape but 1s full of praise
for his men who are starting to trust
their month's traimng and take the
mitiative

The feeling 1s mutual

Ncupa Xavier, a former Frehimo
gunner, harbours no 11l will towards
mine clearers, even tf they are from

SA which supphed his former en-
ermies

“It 1s a very good 1dea that people
from other countries come to help

us We couldn’t do anything without
them,” he says

“They are helping our country de-
velop They are helping us to get our
freedom”

@ SEE PAGE 25
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' NEW START .
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By PETER De IONND  +
THE orthopaedic centte at Berra General

Hospital, ote of seven m» Mozambique
where legs are made. and fitted for the
endless stream of 1land mine casualtiés,
caters for everyone from toddlers to the

very old

Lo

Isabella Ancria, 21, her two-year-old
son strapped to her back, expects to find
it easy to walk again because the mine
that took off her right foot left the rest of
the leg intact However, she too faces
long-term hardship because her hushand
left her soon after she was maimed on the
way to her maize piot 1n Gorongosa 18

months ago

“I did not know how I could B0 on with
only one foot,” she says “Now I can look

after my child We ean start agam?”

By South African standards new
“starts” are cheap in Mozambique It
costs about R650 to make a leg that wil)
get an amputee back on two feet

“We say 1t 15 a bargan People who
come here are not charged, and with the

leg they get back part of the life the mimne

S —

- N 1
! ey - — - ok

A maimed Mozambican woman tries out her new prosthesj

S

nas destroyed,” says Beira Red Cross
cinef Ul Muellez

-But it 15 a bargam that few mine viC-
lms could ever afford without forergn
charties’ free provision of prostheses and
long-term care

And that 1s now in the balance with the
Red Cross, which has spent nulhions
€quipping the centre, planning to pull out
1n 81X months if the current uneasy truce
holds after Qctober’s elections

All the technicians and nursing staff
are employed by the government but
funding to run the centre 1s not yet guar-
anteed

The Red Cross 1s negotiating with all
possible benefactors including the South
African government to find promises of
R2-million a year to keep the leg factories
operating

If support can’t be found, the Red Cross
will stay It 15 a commitment termpered
by weary reluctance The demand 15 end.
less With every new war from Rwanda to
Azerbayjan there 1s another call on its
primary function of giving care and com.-
fort where angels fear to tread
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Maputo — Rebel leader
Afonso Dhlakama ac-
cused the Mozambique
government of preparmg
to rg the October elec-
fion, and threatened to
reject the results of the
poll

Dhlakama, who led
Renamo in a 16-year civil
war agamst the govern-
ment, saxd af the week-
end that he would put his
charges of electoral fraud
to President Joagquim
Chissano at a meeting to-
morrow or on Wednes-

- day

“We have time to try to
stop the fraud,” he said
“Phis is dangerous ”

The “biggest problem”
lay in the registration of
voters, which was entire-
ly in the hands of the Mo-
zambique governmerit

“What we see now |
can call proper fraud,”
Dhlakama said

He accused the govern-
ment of issuing ilawed
registration cards whch
would be rejected during
the election, of register-
ing foreigners {rom
neighbouring countries,
and of deliberately delay-
ing the process s0 that

H
L

- de HeFqu 4= 3 M

Poll fraud cries
Renamo leade
e

BFlaw

many rural Mozambicans
would not bhe registered

by the August 20 dead- |

line,

“If the majority of Mo-
zambicans do not partic-
ipate because they did
not register, how can we
consider that a proper
eleatld " Dhilakama

asked.(_ T2V )

However, the man who
played a leading role in
the brutal civil war
pledged that he would
not return to the battle-
field

“Even 1if the election is
not free and fair, we
won't again use bazookas
or cannon or AK-47s be-
cause I'm tired after 16
years In the bush,” he
said.

Pressed on what he
would do if the govern-
ment won what he be-
heved to be a fraudulent
election, he said that with
the help of the Mozamb-
can people and the mter-
national community he
would push for & re-run
of the election

“But what we will not
do 18 use arms,” he sad

— Sapa-AFP
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_ Bush bandits

"

. last week, a group of Renamo soldiers set up roadlocks and held several hundred people hostage for food

ond Angola, where a Umted Na-

tions-monitored ceaselire and
democratic elections collapsed wnto opne
of Afmea’s bloodiest duels for power,
overshadows President Mandela s visit
to Mozamhigue this week — his first
state visit.

Qfficials of Angolas rebel Unita
movement were in Pretoria on Monday
to prepare for a visit by their leader,
Jonas Savimb

In Mozambigue, former government
and rebel soldiers, demanding to be fed
and demobilised, are rebelling The op-
position leader, Afonso Dhlakama,
complains of attempts to rig elections
planned for October Budgei-conscious
Western denors are hurrymg to with-
draw the massive UN operation in Mo-
zamhique, Onumez. It ail has the {amil-
inr ring of Angola sbout it.

Mozambigne is important to South
Africa. This was made dlear by Mande-
1n's decision 1o make his first state visit
there Resamption of the civil war,
which began after independence from
Portugal in 1975 and ended with a
ceasefire apgreement m October 1'¥2,
wpuld be a disaster for Pretona.

South Africs 15 already flooded with
tens of thousands of refugees from Mo-
zambique seeking work

The decsion by the ruling Mozambi-
que Liberation Froot (Frelimo) to sup-
port the natonalst wars in Zimbabwe
and in South Africa cost it dearly

For years, Mozambique was a key
supply route for arms and trained
fighters to the Afrcan National Con-
gress s military wing, Umkhonto we
Sizwe South African commandos at-
tacked Maputo several bmes and kill-
ed Ruth First, author and wife of Hous-
g Minister Joe Slave by letter bomb

The Mozambique National Hesis-
tance (Renamo) was armed and
trained by South Afriean military intel-
ligence for a eivil war, which killed as
many as 1 million and loreed millions
to seek refuge across borders.

Lawiessness, bandilry and corrup-
tion are uicreasing fast, as a plan to
demobilise the Renamo and Freilmo
armies and mould the solidiers mto a
new army falls behind, Revolts by both
armies held in primitive camps and
laciang food and pay, hasve multiplied.

Last week, a group of Renamo sol-
diers put roadblocks on the mam road
norih of Maputo and held several hun

dred people boslage, meluding UN per-
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ANGOLA'S current woes
haunt President Mandela’s
visit to Maputo, reports
Karl Maier 3

(28’

sonnel, until food was delivered.
The UN Security Council hag or-
dered Omumoz to quit Mozambique by

. the end of November Donor funding for

grammes ¢o retrain demobilised sol-
mmunﬁm has been minimal. Some Russian
estimates put the pumber of AK-47s 1n
the country at the time of the peace
accords at over & million, although
thousands were sold in South Africa
Seeking to mvoke the same kind of
compromise which he used to subdue
the conflict wath Chief Mangosuthu
Buthelezi's Inkatha Freedom Party in

KwaZulwNatal, Mandela is expected to
calm Dhlahama s nerves by assurng
bim of South Africa’s nentrality

Dhlakama on Monday accused the
Frelimo government of trying to rig
October s elections, by i1ssuing f{ahe
voter registration cards registering
[oreigners and preventing rural Mo-
zambicans from getting their voting
cards by the Aagust 20 deadline

While he ruled cut a return to war
Dhlakamas s statement that he would
oot aceept the result of a rigged vote
sounded omnously similar to a state-
ment that Savimbi made a week before
the September 1992 polls in Angola.

He cried foul and started the cmil
war agan, which, according to some
estimates, has killed about 500 000
people in 18 months. -~ The Indepen-
dent News Service

STEPHAN WELZ & CO.

In Assoaanon With

SOTHEBY’S

FOUNDED 1réd

AUCTION OF
DECORATIVE ARTS

Monday, 25 & Tuesday, 26 July 1994

Including Property from the

~ Estate Late
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)
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M Robertson

A Fine Kinpwood, Mahogany and Burr-maple
Marquctry 1able Vitrine, estumate. R30000-40000

First Session 25 July at Spm
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Mandela in

wary of military interventon:

APUTO — South Afn- He emphasised he was not “lectur-
ca’s politrcal parties un-  mg” Mozambique which faces 1ts first
dertook several concilia-  multi-party elections after years of civil
tory imtiatives, among  war between Chissano’s Frelimo gov-
them agreemg to a gov- ernment and the Renamo rebel move-
ernment of nattonal unity to secure a  ment ﬁ&ww
peaceful election and transinon to de- . Clussano has. corve. press
mocracy, President Nelson Mandela from Western governmentstoagreetoa
told Mozambican President Joagqum form of power-sharing before the elec-
Chissano yesterday ttons

Mandela was speaking to Chissano Mandela said the South Afncan ini-
before a formal round of talks on coop-  tiatives included an end to hostiltties,
erabion between the two countries agreemng to a transitional executive

Mandela had armived only hours ear-  council to take partial control of the
her to the impovenshed former Portu-  government before the elections and the
guese colony on his first state visit installation of a government of nattonal

abroad. unity. — Sapa

"\t !




\ SA ‘a model for Mozambique’
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Maputo — President Mandela
offered logistical support for Mo-
zambique's October election and
held out South Africa’s {ransi-
tion to democracy as & model for
its neighbour yesterday

After a meeting with Mandela,
on the second day of the presi-
dent’s first state wisit since his
mauguration, National Elections
Commission {CNE) president
Brazao Mazula said “He offered
us help with air transport, veni-
cles and means of commumca-
tion, and explained the hard
path to elections in his country
as a useful example for our own
process”

With three weeks left of a 10-
%eek voter registration cam-
paign, only 3,7 million voters
have been registered —— less
than half the 8 million estimated
potential voters in Mozambque’s
first multiparty election.

Regisiration officials have
been hampered by a lack of ade-
quate transport and means of
communication

And since the multiparty CNE
had “faled to reach consensus”,
350 000 Mozambican emigrants,
many of them living in Seuth

“ Africa, will not be allowed to

vote, Mazula said
Yesterday, Mandela indicated

,that Mozambhque had repeated

its opposition to formung a gov-
ernment of national umty before
the election

At a press conference in Ma-
puto, Mandela sad “the leader-
ship of Mozambique has drawn &
distinction between our case and
that of their own country.
Whether 1 may agree with that
or not, I must leave 1t to them to
decide what is best for their
country

off |Hi|]_ﬂ51r|‘ T CATHTE

gt
134 A

— e ———— -

Mandela ofiers

and in election
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amora Machel’'s

solemn ... Mandela on his way to S
grave yesterday. ( PICTURE GARY BERNARD
218D

He saxd he was prepared to
meet Renamo leader Afonso
Dhiakama as scheduled today

Yesterday he laid a wreath at
Heroes Acre 1n Maputo 1n re-
membrance of Mozambique's
first post-independence presi-
dent, Samora Machel

Later, President Joagquim
Chissano accompanied hum to
Maputo's disused harbour which
South Africa is hoping to revive,
B Mozambican governmeni sol-
diers yesterday paralysed the
northern fishing port of An-
goche, in the latest of a spate of
mutimes at United Nations as-
sembly points, state-run Radio
Mozambique reported

The assembly pomnis are part
of the monitoring system estab-
lished by 1992 peace accords
which ended 16 years of civil
war between the government

and Renamo rebels

The state radio said the muti-
neers, who were demandng 1m-
mediate demobilisation, closed
down the local power station
after threatening electricity
workers, Most shops and pubhe
services in the town were closed,
{for fear of looting. :

Trouble in Angoche first
flared up on Wednesday, when
1 300 soldiers stormed the local
police station, beat up the com-
mander and seized four AK-47s
They raped two women and bar-
ricaded the road to the provin-
cial capital, Nampula. In the con-
fusion, a truck ran ovet and kill-
ed & civihan .

The radio sad the mutineers
also held one of its journahsts
hostage for several hours and
threatened to kill him, — Sapa-
AWP-Reuter




MAPUTO — President
Nelson Mandela yester-
day said he was im-
pressed by Renamo
leader Mr Afonso Dhla-
kama’s commitment to
peace.

Mr Mandela was
speaking after a brief
meeting with Mr Dhla-
kama during his state
visit here

Efforts had been made
in the past for him to
meet Mr Dhlakama, but
the time facior had made
this impossible, he said

He saud he was 1m-
pressed by “the extent to
which he (Mr Dhlakama)
has stressed the ques-

Mandela, Se

Impressed b

Y 1 !

peace pledge

tion of peace and the
question of addressing
problems together with
President Joachim Chis-
sano

“Some of the problems
he has outlined are
problems which have
been outiined by Presi-
dent Chissano

‘“Fhese are problems
of communication and

the number of land-
mines that are lhittered
throughout the country,
which make campaign-
ing very diffieult”

Mr Mandela saitd Mr
Dhlakama had adopted a
conciliatory tone and a
desire to reach a settle-
ment with President
Chissano

The meeting between

Renamo
ressecgé‘f by

the two leaders took
place against a back-
ground of nppumtmn by
Mozambique’s ruling
Frelimo Party, which
feared that Mr Dhla-
kama would derive po-
litical gain from being
seen 1n public with Mr
Mandela

Mr Dhlakama, whose
Renamo 1S Frelimo’s
main opposition 1n elec-
tions due 1n late Octo-
ber, said Mr Mandela
was an 1mportant figure
in Southern Africa He
said his intervenfion 1in
Mozambigue’s peace
process was to be wel-
comed

“



P 8 T ANLE e i Yl s) L RS, G N1

. oo, r i RRr T - .
NMozambican mutineers

halt SA trains to Maputo

The Argus Foreign Service

JOHANNESBURG. — Al]]
trains between South Africa
and Maputo have been sus-
pended after mutinous soldiers
seized and looted g Spoornet
goods train at Matola station
near the Mozambican rapital.

The passenger .rains that
normally run turee times 3
week to Maputo will turn
round at Komatipoort untjl fur-
ther noticg, Spoorne s’ald

tudaygzﬁm ARG 23

No goods trains would'run to
Maputo until the Mozambican
rallway authorities gave the
all-clear.

Normally three or four goods
trains travel daily to Maputo,
carryimng a total of 7 000 tons of
freight.

The hold-up is expected to be
& severe setback to South Afri-
can efforts to divert more traf-

9%4-

fic through Maputo under the
programme of economic assis-
tance to Mozambque,

The goods train seized at
Matola, about 25km west of
Maputo, was held for several
hours on Wednesday by the
mutineers, who looted much of
its cargo of South African cijt-
rus fruit before allowmg it to
proceed

The hyacking is the latest in'
a series of mutinous actions by
Mozambican soldiers angered
by delays in demohilising them
under the peace process Some
of the troops are also com-
plaining that they have not

been paid and are bemg poorly
fed

All traffic on Mozambique’s
main north-south highway was
halted when troops blocked the
road at Machafutene, ahout
15km from Maputo. The road-
block was removed today.
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MAPUTO — A lack of voi-
unieers was hampering ef-
forts to create a post-war
army in Mozambique, with

| only 5900 of the necessary

30 000 soldiers signed up, a
UN official said yesterday
A deal signed by the gov-

i ernment and rebels envi-

sioned a 30 000-member
army by the time elections
were held from Qctober 27-
28, but UN special repre-
sentative Aldo Ajello said
this would not be possible,
Nevertheless, the UN has
1nsisted the election be held
as planned, It was delayed
once after having been
scheduled for 1993 Dis-
agreements between the
government and rebels
have delayed the tramsition
to democracy.! Z\%ﬁ
Problems forminga new
army out of former govern-
ment and rebel fighters are
blamed on a lack of interest

due to low pay and rough
conditions The army 1s to

be comprised of volunteers,
who are nstead seeking
better paymng jobs rebuld-
ing the country.

The new army s to be
comprised " of' ' 15 000 men
each from the.government
and rebels; and Ajello said
recruitment and traimng
would continue ‘throughout
the electton ! .

A 6 000-strong UN contin-
gent is helping oversee the
1592 peace accord, which
ended 15 years of fighting,
Despite the slow pace of
forming a new multary,
UN officials?3ay they are
not {00 concerned about a
resumption-of fighting be-
cause of both sides’ ac-
knowledgment - that they
could not win the war

More than half a million
people died, 1n Mozam-
bique’'s war between the
Marxist government and
right-wing ' Renamo guer-
rillas — Sapa-AP

= o T
TR

Volunteers lacking for

bican, army
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NEWS FEATURE Optimism runs high but Mozambicans worry over acceptance of balloting

T T e

‘s NO THREAT

Sull an overriding

anxiety for

beace remains:

OZAMBIQUE'S peace proc-
R css seems to be a mess,
| with soldiers mutinymng
B across the country, the
34 W 28 troop demobilisation far

behind schedule, the joimntarmy nowhere
riear ready and banditry on the mcrease,

All of this suggests that the election
scheduled for October 27 and 28 cannot
be held on timne and even that the country
might descend mto chaos

Yet diplomats 1n Maputo take quite a
different view They are confident that
the demobihisanon will be completed
before the election, that the election will
take place and that it will stand a good
chance of bemg declared generally free
and fair

They are more concerned about what
will happen afterwards They worry
about whether the reconctliation proc-
ess can be mamntained, whether the win-
mng party will wreak vengeance on the
loser Whether the next government will
be able to launch measures to rebuild the
devastated economy, whether 1t wiil be
able to return the thousands of ex-sol-
diers to a productive civilian life,
whether 1t will be able to contain crume
and other problems arising from mass
unemploymernt

Peace process

From their accounts and others itis clear
that the problems besetiing the peace
process have done nothing to weaken
the tide of popular support for it On all
sides therc remains an overriding anxi-
ety for peace to be firmly cstablished
and for the people to be allowed to start
rebuilding their lives and their country
after more than a quarter-century of
war

Both the former rebel movement,
Renamo, and the government appear 1o
* remamn commutted to ending the fight-

The time for war In Mozamibique Is over; now s the time for democracy in this trouble-torn African country.

Despite indications to the contrary, Mozam-

bique is still moving steadily towards its first
free election, writes Gerald L Ange of the
Sowetan Foreign Service:

Frelimo leader Alberto Chissano

ing, whatever happens n the election
There 15 a2 umversal determanation to
avoid a duphcation of what happened in
Angola, which was plunged back nto
war after the election collapsed

The demobilisation problems are
seen as a peculianty of the peace proc-
ess, not a threat to 1t They stem from
bureaucratic bunghing by the Frehmo
government, the United Nations and the
former rebel movement, Renamo —
probably m that order of culpability

Far from bewng politically inspired,
the mutinies are sumply an expression of
the mtense frustration and resentment

felt by soldiers who have been keptidle,
i some cases for as long as six months,
in the camps where they have been
assembled for demobihsaton

[anked to this 1s the fact that the vast
majority of the soldiers are strongly
averse to joining the national army that
18 supposed to be drawn equally from
both the former warnng sides There
were few volumieers on either side m
Mozambique’s ctvil war Most of the
government troops were conscripted
and some sumply press-ganged nto the
army There was probably a ugher pro-
portion of volunteers in Renamo, but

\g

many of Renamo's soldiers came 1nto1ts

forces as captives and remained under
threat of death 1f they deserted

The last thing thesc unwilling sol-
diers want 18 more mltary service
Rather than secure employment 1n the
armed forces. they prefer to take their
chances among the army of unemployed
that has been left by the war and the
destruction of the economy

The demand of the mutineers is Sim-
ply to be released, although some of the
government troops have recently de-
manded 1n addition the wage mcreases
that were given to civil servants

The UN, whach 1s 1 charge of the
assembly camps, has been blamed for
not fully carrying out 1ts responsibility
to disarm the men in the camps Impos-
ing a one soldier, one nifle rule, they
overlooked the fact that many of the
troops brought more than one weapon
into the camps

Being armed, the mutineers were able
to set up roadblocks on main roads, to
hold officials hostage, to loot shops and
to hujack and loot a South African goods
tram It was perhaps fortunate that atank
unit based near Maputo was able to
operate only three of 1its 30-odd tanks
when it muttnned —the others were ¢1-
ther unserviceable or out of fuel

The mutimes had results Diplomats
report a marked increase 1n the pace of
demobilisation since the mutimes began
early in July and spread across the coun-
try, with about 30 rebellions reported by
the end of the month among Renamo as
well as government soldiers

Under the timetable approved by the
UN Secunty Council. demobilisation
was to have been completed by May At
the end of July the government had
demobilised only about 28 000 of its
49 000 troops Renamo had demobi-
lised only about 10000 of the 23 GOD

combatants 1t had claimed to have 1n its
ranks

Optimistic

With the speed-up prompted by the
mutimies, diplomats are optimstc that
demobilisation will have been com-
pleted by the end of this month This
would mean that there would be no rival
armics to fall upon each other if the
election outcome 1s disputed, as was the
case in Angola, where there was only

partial demobilisation

Despite reports of arms being mdden
by Renamo, diplomats say there 1S no
hard evidence of significant conceal-
ment of weapons or troops by either
side

The only majyor force 1n the country at
election time should be the joint army of
30 000 but only about 14 000 recruats
have so far been found forit Only afew
of these have undergone traimng by the
Brtish, Zimbabwean and Portuguese
mstructors who are trying to put the new
force together, and several hundred of
them are understood to have deserted
already

One reason for this could be that the
training camps provided by the
Mozambican government are reported
to have been so dilapidated as to be
virtually urunhabitable 1n some cases

It seems unlikely that the national
army will be at more than half strength
by election tume but that will not matter
if demobilisation has been completed
and there has been no large-scale con-
cealment of armed forces by either side

Learning from the expernence of the
grossly under-momtored Angolan elec-
tion, the UN and other internauonal
bodies plan to station large numbers of
observers in Mozambique In thas situa-
ton, diplomats behieve 1t will be diffi-
cult for any party to engage In major
election trickery The chances of the
election bemng declared generally free
and fair would be good

It would stll remain to be seen
whether the losing side accepted defeat
gracefully A Prehmo victory is not
assured and 1n any event1s unlikely tobe
a landslide, gaven that pubhc opinion
polls have shown strong support for
Renamo 1n some arcas

Renamo leader Alfonso Dhlakama 1s
said torecognise, however, that his party
does not have the wherewtthal to form
an effective government even 1f 1t does
win the election This may explam lus
proposal for a government of national
unuty regardless of the elechion outcome

Frelimo has not accepted this pro-
posal but that seems not to have unduly
soured the election contest

With three months to go, Mozam-
bique 15 st1ll moving forward to 1ts first
freec elechon—staggenng, deviating,
brawhng, but not falling down

e S D D
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10% hika in electricity tanffs over the naxt five years.

Mines dispute
on pew.. th

ERICA JANKOWITZ

THE NUM and Chamber of
Mines have agreed to ap-
point ndependent political
and economic apalyst Eu-
gene Nyati as the chairman
of a concihation board
hearing which 1s scheduled
to start today R A l-z..

Commentators said th y
beheved tlis was the first
time a charrman without a
legal bgekground had been
appointed to head a staty-
tory dispute resolution
mechanism of this kind

Nyati, who is director of
the Centre for African Stud-
le3, 15 expected to bring a
new perspective to the col-
lective bargaming process
and actively participate mn
the hearing

His grounding in eco-
nomic and social processes

was welcomed by both par-
ties in the belief this would
contribute to the-coneilig-
tion process

The part ached
deadlock with the ber

offering an average 8%
wage increase and the
NUM demanding 12% The
NUM lodged a second dis-
pute with the chamber on
the 1ssue of adult baste edy-
cation and the development
of skills

The coneiliation board is
scheduled to sit for two
days 1 the hope that the
partes will end the dispute
and reach a settlement.

Meanwhile, Seifsa and its
12 recogmsed trade unions
begin a wage methation
process today after the par-
ties failed to reach a seftle-
ment. Seifsa has offered an
8% wage necrease hut the
unions are demandimng be-
tween 9% and 129

An exemption proposal
proposed by some employ-
ers was also i dispute

Um A
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Black fuel retailers reject

petrol pumps

THE erection of petrol pumps at taxi

ranks was not a

the weekend

The Organised Tax Industry (OTT) is on
the verge of getting government approval
to erect 25 petrol pumps at major tax
ks nationwide following talks with
Mineral and Energy Minister Pik Botha

The scheme, which will provide relief
to the taxi industry through distribution of
benefits to members, received the appro-
val of the Minister, who 1s 1n turn due to
present 1t to Cabinet on Wednesday.

Nabfra chairman Moses Moloele said
last Friday that while his orgamsation
sympathised with the taxi industry, the
deal did not address affirmative action
because 1t amounted to taking from

blacks to give to blacks,

good plan because jt
meant taking a slice of business from
black petrol retailers, the National Black
Fuel Retail Assoeation (Nabfra) said at

af taxi ra

Moloele said whatever
was worked out in addressing the question
of fuel-dispensing to

arrangement
taxis shounld be

worked out with hs organisation, which

“We ha

had more be
vaal alone. @
“Our org has many—Service

stations in the

“We benefit a lot from the tax industry
and we see the two sectors as members of
the same family which should not be sepa-
rated by any other force,

ans-

townships,

with the OTI, with a view to finding a
solution that will benefit both sides, but
been at meetings all week, Mo-

"We feel that any
should have our mput. We ail come from a

deal that comes out

disadvantaged commumty.”

Land offer dra

THE promise of free land
in Mozambique had attract-
ed large-scale 1nquiries
from SA farmers, sources
said at the weekend,
Farmers were also being
enticed by promuses of
various atiractive guaran-
tees and financial mcen.
tives from Mozambigue
Deputy director of Mo-
Zambique’s Investment
Promotion Centre Mussa
Usmen said at least 25 p-
quuries from SA reached his
office every month
The move had the back-
Ing of the Mozambican gov-
ernment, which was en-
couraging the
resettlements m a hid to
help the €conomy recover
after years of eivi] war
Jose Albert, senior man-
ager of Mozambique’s
Trade and Travel, a com-
pany assisting 1n visa apph-

C‘ﬂ“ﬁa& “ﬂﬂ“ﬂﬂﬂﬂ

LOUISE COOK

cations, said rice cotton,
maize and cattle were the
main sectors attracting in-
terest. Most of the inquiries
were from Eastern Trans.
vaal farmers, )

He added that intepekt
was also bemng shown in po-
tato and maize farming in
the area on the Mozam-
biqute side of the Sabre re-
gion, Interest was alsp be-
ing shown in fruit farming,
despite the fact that farms

1
were smaller ‘2}552:

umtis m SA.
Mozambique

for investment and skilis

from all over the worid and

South Africans could be

jJoing many others set-

tling there, Albert said

WS SA farmers

“Once an agricultural
project proposal is ap-
proved, Mozambique allo-
cates free land for a two-
year period, during which
sufficient progress must be

made with the fa I'o-
ject,” he said. igly
Meanwhile, s6urces fr m

the Northern Transvaal
Agricultural Union cop-
firmed that efforts were be-
ing made to help resettle
struggling farmers in
Africa, but these farmers
were more hkely to move
to 2ambia and Zimbabwe,

Northern Transvaai
Agricultural Union chair-
man Gert Ehlers said local
farmers’ interest in moving
elsewhere was linked to
bleak economic prospects
locally,




Despz'te indications to the contrary, Mozambique is still

moving steadily towards its first free election, Gerald L’Ange

writes for the Star Foreign Service

Mozambique is stumbling

-

ozambique’s peace pro-
cess seems to be a mess,
with soldiers mutinying
| across the couniry, the troop de-
mobilisation far behind schedule,
the joint army nowhere near
ready and banditry on the in-
crease
All of thms suggests that the
election scheduled for October
27 and 28 cannot be held on
fime
Yet diplomats i Maputo are
confident that the demobilisation
will be completed before the
election, that the election will
take place, and that 1t will stand
a good chance of bemg declared
generally free and far
| ~ They are more concerned
about what will happen after-
wards They worry about wheth-
er the reconcihation process can
| be mamtained, whether the win-
ning party will wreak vengeance
on the loser; whether the next
government will be able to re-
builld the devastated economy,
return the thousands of ex-
soldiers tu a productive civiian
hie and contain the problems
amsing from mass unemploy-

ment
From their accounts, 11 1S

clear that the problems besetting
the peace process have done
nothing to weaken the tide of
popular support for it All sides
are anxious for peace and for
the people to be allowed to start
rebulding their hves and their
country after more than a quar-
ter-century of war

Both the former rebel move-
ment, Renamo, and the govern-
ment appear committed to end-
mg the fighting.

Determination

There 15 a determnation to
avold a dupheation of what hap-
pened in Angola, which was
plunged back into war after the
election collapsed

The demobilisation problems
are seen as a peculiarity of the
peace process, not a threat to it
They stem from bureaucratic
bungiing by the Frehmo govern-
ment, the United Nations and
Renamo

Far from bemng politically 1n-
spired, the mutimes are simply
an expression of the intense
frustration feli by soldiers, who
have been kept 1dle 1n the camps
where they have been assembled
for demobilisation

Linked to this 1s the fact that
the majority of the soldiers are
averse to joimng the national
army that is supposed to be
drawn equally from both the for-
mer warring sides

There were few volunteers on
either side m Mozambique’s evil

but peace

Forward march . .

war Most government troops
were conscripted There was
probably a higher proportion of
volunteers 1n Renamo, but many
Renamo soldiers came 1mnto 1is
forces as captives, threatened
with death if they deserted

The last thing these nnwilhng
soldiers wani 1s more mihtary
service Rather than secure em-
ployment 1n the armed forces,
they prefer to take their chances
among the army of unemployed

The demand of the mutineers

is still on track

w 2|3|‘?§u
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cratic and economically active way of thinking.

is simply to be released, al-
though some of the government
troops have recently demanded
Imereases

The UN, which is 1n charge of
the assembly camps, has been
blamed for not fully carrying out
its responsibiity to disarm the
men 1 the camps Imposing a
one solcdier, one rile rule, they
overlooked the fact that many of
the troops brought more than
one weapon 1nto the camps

Bemng armed, the mutmeers

were able to set up roadblocks
on main roads, hold officials hos-
tage, loot shops, and hyack and
loot a South Afrmean goods tran

It was perhaps fortunate that
a tank umt based near Maputo
was able to operate only three of
its 30-0dd tanks when 1t mutin-
jied, the others were either un-
servicable or out of fuel

The mutimes had results Dip-
lomats report a marked increase
1n the pace of demobilisation
since the mutinies hegan early 1n

. now Mozambigue must transform the well-entrenched military culture into a more demo-

July and spread across the coun-
try, with about 30 rebellions re-
ported by the end of the month

Under the timetable approved
by the UN Secunty Councll, de-
mobilisation was to have been
completed by May At the end of
July, the government had demeo-
bilised only about 28 000 of its
49 000 troops Renamo had de-
mobilised only about 10000 of
the 23 000 combatants 1t had
clammed to have 1n 1is ranks

With the speed-up prompted

i

ZE8

e muimes, diplomats are
upnmlstm that demobilisation
will have been completed by the
end of this month This would
mean that there would be no
rival armies to fall upon each
other 1if the election outcome 18
disputed, as was the case m An-
vola where there was only par-
t1al demobihsation

Despite reports of arms being
hidden by Renamo, diplomats
say there 15 no hard evidence of
significant concealment of weap-
ons or troops by either side

The only major foree 1n the
country at election time should
he the jownt army of 30 000 Only
about 14 000 reerints have so far
been found for 1t, but few of
these have undergone {raimng
by the British, Zimbabwean and
Portuguese mstruciors who are
trving to put the new force io-
gether, and several hundred of
them are understood to have de-
seried already

One reason for this could be
that the traiming camps provided
by the Mozambican government
are reported to have been so di-
lapidated as to be virtually umn-
habitable

Concealment

It seems unhbkely that the na-
tional army will be at more than
half strength by election time,
but that will not matter i demo-
bilisation has been completed
and there has been ne large-
scale concealment of armed
forees by either side

Learmng from the experen-
ce of the grossly under-moni-
tored Angolan election, the UN
and other ternational bodies
plan to station large numbers of
observers 1n Mozambique to
make it difficult for any party to
engage 1n major election trick-
ery

It still remains to be seen
whether the losing side accepts
defeat gracefully A Frelimo vie-
tory 15 not assured and, m any
event, 15 unhkely to be a land-
shde, given that public opinion
polls have shown strong support
for Renamo 1 some areas.

Renamo leader Afonso Dhla-
kamsa 1s saxd to recogmse ihat
his party does not have the
wherewithal to form an effective
government even i 1t does win.
This may explain his proposal
for a government of national
umty, regardless of the election
oitcome

Frehmo has rejected this pro-
posal but that seems not to have
soured the election contest

With three months to go to
elections, Mozambique 15 stag-
gering, deviating, brawhng, but
not falling down
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Chissano: F

retires from
the military

Maputo — Major-General Joa-
quim Chissano, president of the
republic and official head of the
Mozambican government army,
refires from milHary service
today, 1t was announced yester-
day

His retirement will mark a
symbolic step in the ongoing ex-
tinction of the government's, ]
Armed Forces of Mozambique,
giving way’'to the new national
Armed Defence Forces of Mo-
zambique, made up jointly of for-
mer government engamo
opposition troops Q‘E ‘%

Meanwhile, Reftamo leader
Afonso Dhlakama claims he has
already beaten the August 15
deadline for demobilising all
troops on either side under the
latest timetable for fulfilling Mo-
zambique's peace accord to end
the civil war,

However, United Nations pea-
cekeepers supervising the demo-_
bilisation say Renamo still has
many more soldiers to dis-
charge — Sapa-AFP
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MAPUTO. — Mozambigque

major step towards lasting peace
| with the formal transfer of responsi-
bility for national defence to an
army composed equally of govern-
ment soldiers and former rebels.

/

& 17)¢ Ja4

At a ceremony yesterday in Mapu-
to’s Heroes Square, President Joa-
quim Chissano dissolved the army he
helped to form 30 years ago to fight
for mmdependence,

The new Armed Forces for the De-

f

fence of Mozambique (FADM), which
c¢ventually should have 15 000 men
from the old government army and
15 001t from Renamo, under a peace
agreement signed m 1992, is now the
official military — Sapa-Reuter

Unified M é%ybl}%ge armff takes over defence
2.




The Argus, Thursday August 18 1994

MAPUTO — Mozambican Presi-
dent Joaquim Chissano has officially
put in his bid for another five years
in office, hecoming the first politi-
cian to ‘register as a candidate 1n
October’s first multiparty election

Mr Chissano, expected by politi-
cal analysts to win the vote, dehv-
ered a pile of documents to the
chairman of the independent nation-
al electoral commission.

His political rivals from the deep-
ly divided opposition have until Au-
gust 29 to register

Mr Chissano’s most serious con-
tender 1s Afonso Dhlakama, leader

———

Chissano stakes his claim

A

of the former rebel movement Ren-
amo which fought the Frelimo gov-
ernment for 16 years until peace ac-
cords 1n October 1992,

Mr Dhlakama must formally re-
tire from Renamo’s armed forces
before he can register and he has
sald he will-begome a civilian ;on
Friday. 2% ) B RUr gg 31'?3

Mr Chrssand was a foundin
member of Frelimo in 1962 From
September 1974 to June 1975 he was
prime minister 1n a transitional
government. He was foreign mms-
ter for 11 years, after independence
from Portugal, before assuming the
presidency — Sapa-Reuter.

——
—_— —
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By RODERICK NGORO

BY the end of October in-
ternational watchdogs on
democracy will pro-
nounce the outcome of
Mozambique’s elections
either rigged or free and
fair — and if the latter,
will call upon the losers to
accept defeat gracefully.

But in the country that
has not known peace for
nearly three decades
backers of democracy are
holding thumbs that the
holders of official voters’
cards will in fact exercise
their right to vote

When six truck loads of
Mozambican nationals
returned from Giyam in
South Africa to the tran-
sit camps Chicualacuala
and Mapai in Mozam-
bique a week ago, I ac-
companied them

Instead of rebirth and
renewal, I witnessed
hopelessness, sickness,
hunger and thirst.

The only semblance of
authority was the posters
placed by the National
Commission of Elections
—urging Mozambicans in
Portuguese to “Vote for
the future” of their coun-
try No political party
posters were to be seen —
either for Frelimo or
Renamo

Many Mozambican
refugees 1n South Africa
do not believe the peace
that has returned to their
country 1s enough reason
for them to go back

NOT EMPTY-HANDED ... The returnees from South Africa are happier and better off
than those from Zimbabwe. These two only left for SA in 1982.

in Mapai three days later
I asked him what he was
going to tell his people
waiting 1n South Africa
“I'm going to tell them
the truth,” he said 1
cannot tell them that
there’s food there or that
they will have water to
quench their thirst, cook
and clean themselves Or
that their animals will be
able to drink water — be-
cause if I do that I will

be lying

difficult to seec these
people having a future in
their own country.”
Noah Fambayi - an
ex-Frelimo soldier with
15 years’ service and
demobilised in 1987 -
runs the equivalent of a
spaza shop at Mapai
Most of his stock 1s from
South Africa and Zimba-
bwe, with no Mozam-
bican product in sight
But the enterprising
Fambaw does have medi-

medicine. The “system’ in
Mozambique works ac-
cording to bribery, 1t
seems Officials divert
any available goods and
services for their own
gain.

The returnees who suf-
fer the most seem to be
those from Zimbabwe
who fled from the war al-
most two decades ago. In
contrast, some of those
from South Africa were
embraced by relatives

While their counter-
parts from Zimbabwe
were war-weary, return-
ees from South Africa
filled the air with laugh-
ter, carrying all sorts of
flashy goods such as
ghetto blasters and 12-
speed bicycles

Meanwhile the ili-
equipped government of-
ficials at Chicualacuala
watch the so-called
“vulnerables™ — groups of

KEY TO ABETTER FUTURE? ...
Mozambique’s official voter’s card.

sibility > But the govern-
ment departments he

mentions - Social Wel-

fare and one with the ac-
ronym NAR which 1s so
new that not even a
Mozambican embassy of-
ficial knows what 1t
stands for — have no vote
from the government
budget for dealing with
the plight of such people.

The apathy of the jun-
ior officials at Chicuala-

ready three days late.

Even when the water 1s
delivered, it 1s sold — for
50¢ a twenty litre bucket

George Nyamazana, 4
refugee returning from
Zimbabwe, summed up
the disgust of many at the
conditions in Mapai.

*“*How can they bring
these people from Zimba- -
bwe — where they were at

P dzen:
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| returnees from Zimba- cuala may be understand- 1east being looked after
. As the United Nations “They cannot work cine to treat sexually theyhadlastseenonlysix bwe consisting of very able — they are in the by nurses — under false
s e .....____:“_ High Commission for either — and even 1f they transmitted diseases —es- months before sick and dying aged same position as the pretenses? The UNHCR
"o i | Refugees repatriated 200  had money they couldn’t pecially nife among the Felipe Camargo, the people and orphaned returnees Eventhey have igid us they would look
7 Mozambicans, chief buy any food because young Frelimo soldiers UNHCR officer based at youths who scarcely re- no water supply after tke people until they
Solomone Tlukwani from there are no shops for  *‘I get my medicine Chicualacuala, aired his member where they were Usually a Mozambican  were resettled — but look
H_W ___.n _:_ the Hlupikane camp in more than 60 kilo- from a doctor ‘connec- own personal view. “I do born - starve and die Railways diesel engine 3¢ thig!
... L Giyani set out on a fact- metres” tion’ of mine 1n Maputo. not think these so-called from thirst brings two tanks of water
- *___ ' finding missiontolisown  The UNHCR officer I payinrands,” hesays refugees from South  Camargo 1s quick to twice a week — but the  “Fortunately I'm
SRl area in Mabalane at Giyani, Hendriek  Meanwhile, the climc Africa are anything other apportion blame* “They day we arnived in Chicua-  strong and able-bodied,”
__7 i When I saw him again  Stiernbland, said “It s at Chicualacuala has no than work-seckers.” are a government respon- lacuala the train was al-  he sighed — Moto
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Renamo candidate

in election

1 quand dary

MAPUTO — Afonso Dhlakama, a for—
mer rebel' leader and candidate in
Mozambique’s first post-war presi-
dential election in October, had still
not collected the 10 600 signatures re-
quired to back his candidacy, elector-

al officials said yesterday.

The UN-backed elections are the
first to be organised in the southern
African country since the current
government, and rebels signed a
peace treaty in Rome in October
1992, ending a 17-year c1vil war which
started after independence from Por-
tugal 1n 1975

However, with four days to go be-
fore all the prestdential lists have to
be filed, Dhlakama, leader of the for-
mer South African-backed Mozambi-
can Nationa] Resistance (Renamo),
needed 115 signatures to complete
the mimmum requrement of 10 000,

| said a spokesman for the National

Elections Commuission,

“Some of Dhlakama’s supporting
signatures were mvahd because the
same people signed up for other can-
didates,” he said.

By cnntrast Joaquim Chssano,
Mozamhi ue’s current president and
the resldential candldate of the rul-
1ng Freh:no party, had already pre-
sented 20 000 s:gnaturea and had all

his docnments in order, the spokes-
man said

ong the nther 1es, Domin-
gos Aruuca, leader of the non-armed
opposition party United Front of
Mozambique (Fumu), has more than
12 000 names on s list
Padimbe Kamati, leader of the
minor PPPM opposmun party, who
had claimed he would clinch victory
i the election with 85% of the vote,
had only a fistful of valid signatures
by last night.
And the leader of the “offbeat” reli-
gious-based PPLM, Neves Serranu,

needed appruxlmat ure
valid signatures
The spokesman said the tw ajor

parties contending the elections, Fre-
limo and Renamo, had all their docu-
ments 1n order for the candidates in
the paritamentary election to be held
at the same time

So too did Fumo, the National Co-
alition Party (PCN) and the Workers’
Party (PT)

Frelimo’s list of parliamentary
candidates 1s domnated by present-
day minsters and other leading gov-
ernment members -

Some Frelimo members have ex—
pressed disappointment that the par-
ty 1n power since 1975 is fielding the
same names and is showing no appar-
ent intention of changmg its ‘ap-
proach after the ending of the war, —
Sapa-AFP. i
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Maputo . — A trust fund set up
| with ‘foreign money. to pay the

election costs of the Renamo
rebel movement has run drv, the
top UN offical 1n Mozambique
,said yesterday. . | )
Aldo Ajello,‘the UN special
representative, told reporiers
that only $11,6 mullion of the
- $19 million. (R66 mallion) sought
for the fund had been raised
from foreign donors, and that |
| the rebels had spentit all
A rebel statement on Monday
| sad the movement needed more
. money to compete in the nation’s

first multiparty election, sche-
duleqd for October 27 and 28 |

Unrest t

It saxd the group would boy-
cott the vote unless rebel leader |
| Afonso Dhlakama obianed more
money Dhlakama reportedly |
told Portuguese television that ‘

Renamo must get a further
$5 muthon by September 18 or 1t
| would boyeott the election

i1 « A Renamo boycott would jeo-
|| pardise the credibulity of the vote

i1 and merease charices of unrest:
\h at election time. “ |

, s Renamo’s decision to do |
‘what they think fit It's not a °
| UN decsion,” Ajello saad of the |
Renamo'threat. )

The UN set up the trust fund
last year aiter Renamo said 1t
needed money to compete on an
equal fooling against President
Joaquim Chissano’s government,
its’ enemy 1n the 15-year civil
| war that ended with a peace
| treatym 1992 .

UN officials have sad they ex-
pected Chissano to win the vote,
and that Renamo demands for
money, housing, cars and other
items were a final bid t6°get as
much material gain as possible
before the election

Chissano's Frelimo party and
Renamo are the largest of the
dozen or more groups expected
to take part in the election, {
~ Mozambique's civil war erupt-
ed 1 1977, two years after the
country 'gained independence

from Portugal. Warfare,’ disease
and famine killed 600 000 people
'] — Sapa-AP. '
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Po]l race m
‘Mozambique

Frae o - |t
br ﬁmifi{k’ 3,

Ta day, marks the start of
the official election’ cam-
palgn in Mozambique
with,14 parties and coall-
tmns mm the race for: the

electwns on Octuher 27
and 28

Fears that Afonso
Dhlakama’'s Renamo
movement would not take
pﬂrt were set to rest ear- 1 |
ler this week and both
he 'and Frelimo leader
Premdent Joagquum Chis-
sangywill launch their

camymgns tndﬂ'y‘ZZ/\q

There are 12 candl-
dafes for the presidency
but observers believe that
thegpoll 1S 4 twu-hnrse
race between thé ru]mg
Frelimo, and, turmer

rebels Renamo — otar
aohal *1 _,ﬂr fg;

Foregns I'Vice
1 FE
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Maputo — Mozambique's ruling

Frelmmo party has committed 1t
self to peace and reconciliation

¥

nits elect19n+lpanifestn )
The manifesto was Teleased

officaal, e!pctiqq campaign in
preparation for the multiparty

 elections on October 27 and 28

Frelimo claimed that if it, won
the elections, its goal would be
to achieve an average growth in

. gross domestie product of be-

I

nowand 1997. .~ .,

It has 1dentified rural‘develop-
ment as its; priority and the de-
centrahsation of state structures
I order to achieve a partici
ry democracy El%\

The party’s econsmie pfo-
gramme pledges a rechannelling
of state resources in support of
the rural population and mto
health and education This im-
plies cuts 1n the country's de-
fence and security spending,
currently its largest budget item

Price control is also suggest-
ed through a commitment to sta-
bilise prices of basic, consumer
goods. e

The election campaign saw a
largely Frelimo-supporting
crowd throng the streets!of Ma-
puto, easiy outnumbermg, those
of the other party contenders.;

Renamo posters bearing a
porirait of Afonse Dhiakama
proclaimed him the ohe and only
president, ,

| q M7 ‘

tween six and 7 percent between
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is under pressure from

democratic elections this month,

| regional political analysts say.

Concerned countries want Frelimo

! leader President Joaguum Chissano
| to give former guerrilla chief Afonso

Dhlakama a prominent role in 2 new
administration

“I understand there 1s some pri-
vate persuasion going on from offi-
cials from neighbours like SA and
Zimbabwe and also from some West-
ern countries,” a Maputo-based Afri-
can analyst said

“And then there 1s the inherent
pressure of being surrounded by gov-
ernments of national unity in Malaw,
Zimbabwe and SA”

The election, Mozambique’'s first
pluralist parhamentary and pres:-
dential poll, completes a process
started two years ago when Chis-
sano’s government and the Renamo
rebel movement agreed to end a war
that killed more than 100 000 people.

Chissano himself has complained
R ————

AFRICA

that Frelimo, which has governed
Mozambique since it gammed indepen-
dence from Portugal 1n 1975, was un-
der pressure to establish a govern-
ment of national umty after the
October 27-28 poll

Such a government, its proponents
argue, would consohdate the peace
process, which began m 1992 when
Dhlakama’s Renamo movement
agreed to end a 16-year-old civil war
against the government

“If Zimbabwe President Robert
Mugabe could accommodate oppos:-
tion leader Joshua Nkomo, President
Nelson Mandela was able to co-exist
with Inkatha leader Mangosuthu
Buthelez1 and former SA leader FW
de Klerk ... 1t should be possible for
Chissano to accommeodate Dhla-
kama,” a Zimbabwe foreign affairs
official said

Frelimo 15 expected to win the
elections. Diplomats 1n Maputo say a
winner-take-all stance by the party
could drive Dhlakama, seen coming
second 1n a contest of nearly a dozen
parties, back to war

“I think Chissano 18 very aware
Mozambigue can be another Angola,”
one African diplomat said

e o+
S LR g

Mozambique could opt
for govt of nafion

MAPUTO — The ruling Frelimo
| par

f neighbours to form a government
| of national unity after its expect-
| ed victory in Mozambique’s first

1 . t y
o M@H{ﬁ

Jonas Savimbl’s ta, which had
reached a truce with the government
in 1991, restarted the war the follow-
1ng year after Savimbi lost general
elections that were certified free and
fair by the UN

The African diplomat saixd “T think
his (Chissano’s) better judgment will
prevail but he has to convince his
colleagues a government of national
unity 1s the right thing to do.”

Mandela told journalists during a
visit in July to Mozambique, his first
to an African countiry since being
installed president in May, that he
would not advise Mozambicans on
how to resolve their problems unless
asked to do so Qrz. £

“Forming a governm of
national umty m SA was the correct
step 1n South Africa but the leader-
ship of Mozambique draws a distine-
tion between the SA case and of their
own country,” Mandela said,

“Whether I agree with that or not, I
must leave it up to them to take their
own decisions,” he added.

A Zimbabwean official said “Zim-
babwe and SA’s matn concern 1s that
there must be peace n the region and

that 1s the pomnt they emphasise
most ¥ — Sapa-Reuter
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Maputo — The UN has resettled
1,2 million Mozambican refugees
in what is probably the biggest
peacetime repairiation pro-
gramime yet undertaken by the
orgamsation.

The operation, handled by the
UN High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR), is proceeding so
smoothly that 2 million people
from six countries — South Afri-
ca, Zimbabwe, Malawi, Zambia,
Tanzania and Uganda — will
have been moved by the muddle

of next year,

All the refugees in Swaziland
were returned in June, those
from Zambia last week while
those from Tanzania will be
home before the end of this
month, Repatriation from Ma-
lawn, hampered by an outbreak
of bubonie plague at the border
town' of Mutarara, has been tem-

porarily halted
In the meantime, convoys car-

rying refugees from South Africa
and Zimbabwe are leaving tran-
sit camps at regular intervals

Army trucks, planes, trains,
buses even boats, are being used
to ferry people back to their
homelands

Officials from the office of the
UNHCR in Mapuio are under-
standably well-pleased at the
speed with which the operation
is proceeding.

The UNHCR, working with
non-governmental organtsations,
is helping with road construc-

—_—

UN's biggest peacetime operation
1,2 million
Mozambicans
atriated

SW Aholas

tions, It is buﬂdjng climies and
classrooms and doing “all that is
necessary to make the people
self-sufficient ”

On a hazardous excursion
through the Limpopo River corri-
dor, some 400 km northwest of
Maputo last week, I saw thou-
sands of newly arrived refugees
in their villages trying to rebuild
their lives shattered by the Ren-
amo/Irelimo conilict

The logistics involved in mov-
ing so vast a body of people are
difficult to comprehend

Before repatriation starts,
every refugee has to be identi-
fied and issued with an ID docu-
ment known as a VRF (Volun-
tary Repatriation Form).

The document becomes the
refugee’s passport, entitling him
or her to transport, food and
basic assistance for the coming
year. 2. l_g)

Felipe margo, a UNHCR
field officer at a transit camp at
Chicualacuala, on the Mozambi-
que border, said refugees dis-

played enormous eagerness to
return.

“We thought we would have to
leave one woman behind be-
cause she was about to give
birth but when the truck left, she
was on it — with her 10-hour-
old baby "

Carmargo says the people
need help to get restarted but
“they are coping ?ery we

» Refugees pl:k up the
pleces — Page 13
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Mozambique braces itself for the

elections and the battle for peace
%) antr 2)i0f 9y

MOZAMBIQUE is hang-
ing precariously in pre-
election Jimbo with a
few weeks left before
the elections on QOctober
27 and 28.

“It’s too far down the
road to stop,” said one
diplomat, but the people
of Nozambigue seem SO
uncertain about that
road The potenfial for
violence — while not
held to be on the scale
of a resumption of a war
proper — 1S ENOrMous

Colonel Piero Segala,
the Itahan officer who
heads the ceasefire com-
mission for the Umited
Nations mussion in Mo-
zambique, Onumoz,
quotes the 148 000 weap-
ons officially rounded up
with the disbanding of
the former warring
sides. More have been
discovered since and
Colonel Segala’s esti-
mate of the number of
weapons at large in Mo-
zambique to . be a ml-
lion

There are also arms
deposits claimed by for-
mer rebels Renamo
which Onumoz cannot
find

“We'll fix that,” says
UN special representa-
tive Aldo Ajello

While the soldierly as-
sessment of Colonel Se-
gala 15 thai Renamo 15
“no Umita” and in that
he 18 amost certainly
right The medium and
longer term threati to
Mozambique 1S random
banditry and; violence
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Mozambique 1s unlikely to be “another
Angola” following elections this month, but it
1s plagued by a disturbing myriad of “mnor”
problems which do nothing to becalm fears
of turmoil DALE LAUTENBACH reports

and the balkanising of

the countryside 1nto
pockets of resistance

‘‘Banditry

force, he says The mter-

national eommunity

must help, he adds,

clearly of the view that

1t 15 not a problem Onu-

moz will have to deal

with as they are due to
leave shortly after the
elections

“When we pull out

there will be a vacuum,”
Mr Ajello acknowledges,
but 1t 15 that very vacu-
um which so threatens
Mozambique's post-elec-
tion period

The ruling Frelimo
pariy 1s not considered
to have a firm hand on
government right now
and Renamo, while Mr
Ajello notes that they
cannot be dismissed as a
bunch of armed bandits,
has no stronger admins-
trative capacity to offer
in spite of their firm
grip on some areas of
the country

In that 1mmediate
post-election period,
much will depend on
how the victor struc-

-'"d —— —_

will 1n-
crease dramatieally,” he
acknowledges, but for
this the Mozambicans
need assistance with the
training and equipping
of an effective police

tures the new govern-
ment Renamo leader
Afonso Dhlakama has
been pushing stirongly
for a government of na-
tional unity and mem-
bers of the international
communty have ghbly

risen to support him on
this quoting the success
of the South African
model.

Voices 1n South Afri-

ca’s Department of For-
eign Affairs feel that the
GNU-model that has
worked so far in South
Africa cannot just be
foisted on others as a
magic solution

As to who will have

the people’s nod to form

the new government,
opinion has turned re-
cently 1n Frehimo’s
favour

It 15 also common
cause that the two for-
mer belligerents will
face their real test in
the populous northern
provinces

But, as the election
campaign heads 1nto its
third week and political
leaders snap at each
other, the people of this
war-ravaged country
are moved by what's in
therr stomachs and not
by politicians

o A Tiot 1N Maputo thus

Wk EE A AT Y T

week was prompted by

E— S Sy

transport price hikes, In
Beira people were sell-
ing their voter regisira-
tion cards for “financial
reasons’”’ — for the
princely sum of eight
dollars (R28,80) which
nonetheless translates
mnto 50 000 meticais and
not to be sniffed at

Observers have found
the Mozambican elector-
ate apathetic compared
to the Angolan, Malawi-
an and South African
electorates

While many problems
echo those that bheset
Angola — the 1ncom-
plete national army, un-
ruly demobilised sol-
diers, an almost total
lack of trust between
the two formerly war-
ring sides — there 1s one
very signmificant factor
The new South Africa

“It can have a vital
role 1n avoiding a derail-
ing of the peace and en-
suring that the winner
uses wisdom rather than
cleverness,” says Mr
Ajello,

He notes that Vice-
President Thabo Mbeki
has “excellent contact”
with Mr Dhlakama and
the new South Africa’s
hand has been scrupu-
lously neutral in the re-
g10n.,

Muscular diplomacy
might be what 1t takes
to get Mozambique

through the months
ahead

B Dale Lautenbach 18

forewgn editor of Ar-

ans N ewspagers
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go& observers believe Mozambique will not be “another Angola’ following
" this month. But to what extent will the myriad “small headaches” that have be
to peace result in a “big” problem? Foreign Editor Dale Lautenbach reports
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:0 will mot be “another Angola” following the elections later
~e myriad “‘small headaches” that have beset the transition

2 Foreign Editor Dale Lavtenbach reports from Mapulo.
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-=ry tattoo when renowned 5Scots regiments like
- for displays of precision marching and military

profusion from the throats of the
huge throng, and justifiably so
-- aitendance at any 109, for the spectacle ranged

- ig eight That's right from & stunning waterfall effect
* k) on the side of.the massive rock-
yet there really is no face, to dancing showers of co-

it Our own Grehams- lour 10 match spritely musical
~sttval {s dynamie, but  mood, to heroic rocket bursts of

" warned' The average

and more parochial,  patterns and earth-shaking can-
ihe same extremes onades in accord with the noble
final weekend of the climaxes of he music

At times it seemed that we
were watching & medioval mili-
* mags of the castle, to tary assault on the massive cas-

“the fireworks” as the tle, its defences girdling the
i highflung rampants of stone

_ the crowds gathered _ What a magnificent theatrical
- were 800000 people flourish with which to conclude
‘. . oulder to shoulder as  Such & massive outburst of artis-
The eye could see tie talent Uncensored, anarchle,
~~wr=x Nptional Orches- like a huge artery of creative jm-

=t up, and their rich har- pulse which gushes until it is
spent, the Edinburgh Festival

were received with per
', by the vast crowd. leaves any pearticipant chal-

them came the "fire- lenged and renewed
—- the most complex and

my family and I went
Princes Street, beneath

1 |

.
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ozambique {8 In limbo &

few weeks before the

emoeratic election on
Octeber 27 and 28,

“The country'e too far down
the road to stop,” sald one d!plo-
mat of the poll, but the peo-
ple of Mozambique seem: uncer-
tain about *“e lengil, 1 that
road and the puwntlal for vic
lence remains enormous.

Colone! Pier Segata, the Ital-
ian soldler who heads the cease-
fire commission for the UN mis-
slon in Mozambique (Onum ..,
estimates more than a miilion
weapons have not been handed
in by the former warring sldes

About 148 000 weapons were
officially rounded up at the time
of disbanding and only a few
more have been recovered shice

*7hat means the UN has
rounded up 15 percent at best,”
said Segala giumly

There are 1so caches of arms
which the former Renamo rebels
have identified as thelr own but
which Onumoz cannot find

Segala says there are 20 such
deposits but the co-ordinates he
has been given are WIong

“We'll fix that," says UN spe-
cial representative Aldo Ajello
confidently, but his style has
been to project confidence and
he has been criticised for mini-

%y | mising the many problems

Banditry

He has been critleised for dis-
missing many cases of rioting
and banditry by former soldiers
as & 'criminal” fssue that must
be addressed by the police

While Segala militarily as-
sesses Renamo 85 “no Unita” —
and in that he is amost certalnly
right — the medium and longer-
term threat to Mozambique is
random banditry and violence
from the balkanlsation of the
countryside into several pockels,
of resistance

Ajello Insists that securing the
election process is “no big deal”

He s confident Onumoz has

" the capacity and that the new

national army, although only
about 11000-strong instead of
the 80 000 envisaged, is up to the

{ask.

“Banditry will increase dra-
matieally,” he acknowledges and
for this the Mozambicans need
assistance with the tratning and
egilpping of an effective police
{orce.

The internationa! community
must help, he insists, giving the
clear impression the worry i8
not one for Onumoz, which will
lenve shortly after the election

lises GNU ' |

uhohn‘a

‘When we pull out there will
be g vacuum,” Alello conccdes
— gnd it is that very vacuum
which so threatens Mozambi-
que’s post-election period,

The rullng Frelimo party Is
not considered to have a Iirm
hand on government at the mo-
mernt and Renamo — éven
mull.]l]ﬂ'l Bﬁaﬁn notes 1f cannot be
dis as a bunch of armed
bandits — has no stronger ad-
ministrative capability to offer,
despite its firm grip on parts of
the country

In the immediate post-election
pertod, much will depend on how
the victor astructures the new
government

Renamo leader Afonso Dhle-
kama has been pushing strongiy
for a government of national
unity and members of the inter-
national community have nimbly
risen to support him, quoting the

gsuceess of ﬁluu Alrican
model.

Voices In { CE § Uer
partment of Foreign Affairs {eel
the GNU model which has
worked so far in (ne Republic
canr * - foisted on others
ab 4o II]EI.gIE Bl sl

In the Mozambican context,
this cautlon appears appropriate
— and not only because the Por-
tuguese acronym for GNU is, un-
fortunately, GUN

Prosident Joaguim Chissano
has stood firm sgalnst any pre-
election unity deal but has com-
mitted himself to creating a gov-
ernment which “unites Mozambi-
cans and serves the country”

He promises “institutional
space” for the opposition so that
“it feels a participant in the
bullding process of the decisions
of state”,

Opinion a8 to who will win the
olectlon has strongly turned In
Frelimo's {avour recently but the
gutcome 18 still not an absolute
certainty

There might even be a second
round of presidential elections
but 1t is generally held that Chis-
sano, characterised as a prag-
matic although uncharismatic
teader, is more populsy than his

it is also common cause that
the real test for the two “armed
parties” — as the former bellig-
erents are called to differentiate
them from the 12 other, smaller
political bodles which have
sprung up in the new multiparty
environment — will be in the
populous northern provinces

Nampula and Zsmbezia hold
ahout 40 percent of the national
electorate and are allocated 101

\

of the 250 seats in the Natlonat
Assembly

The latter will probably go to,
Renamo but Nampula {s consid-
ered to be open RN

But there ls something of afjy
ethnlie dimenslon to these two
provinces as Muslims compribdi
between 40 and 50 percent of the
population, according to vario
estimates

But as the election campel
heads into its third week and
litical leaders snap at each
others’ throats, the people of this?
war-shredded country ared
aroused by what Is in thelr pock-1 |
els, and not what comes out of)
the mouths of politicians |

A riot in Maputo ealier this
week was prompted by in-
creases in the cost of tt'al'nspm:n-t,j
and from Beira came the report” |
that people were selling theire |
voter registration cards for “fiyy |1
nanciat consideration” \‘
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Some observers have foung, |

the Mozambican electorate apt-
thetic in comparison to the exd! |
citement that surrounded the’
Angolan, Malewlan and South l

African polla.

October 4 was Peace Day, 8
holiday commemorating they 1|
signing of the accord betweel, |y

Frelimo and Renamao [ v !
Festive - l
Last year Maputo was festivg| } |

and celebratory on the occasion., | &

This year it was qulet, ‘as If ﬂl r
people didn't give a damn”, sajd” |'
a resident of the capital. ‘ 1
But there has also been snm@® | 4
less than apathetic election-ggnt | g
lated violence n recent days o«J | {
Dhlakama’s helicopter wgs I
stoned last week and supporters | |
of the smaller parties have come, | |
under attack. RO I
While s0 many of the prob-" #
teme seem alarmingly similar tof} |
those that beset Angola — thei |!
incomplete national army, uBay | U
demobilised soldiers, an al, |
most total lack of trust between, |
the two formerly warring si i
and arms, arms and more arms |
—- there is one very significant |
=i

differcnce South Africa, the new
South Afries.

“It can haye & vital role 1 {
avolling a deralling of the peace | !
and ensurlng that the winner “
uses wisdom rather than cleve?- ‘
ness,” says Ajello

He notes that Deputy Pregl-
dent Thabo Mbekl has “excelleht
contact” with Dhlakama — amie
South Afriea’s hand, despite ojdy
habits and old guards, has beegny |
serupulously neutral in the res,
gion so far at diplomatic level ;
1.




ATIETICOITOC: of bloodshed, Mozambicans went to the polls last
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SEEKING OFFICE ... Feared Renamo leader Afonso Dhlakama is demanding a well-paid political ANOTHER CHANCE ... Popular Frelimo leader Joaquim Chissano casts his vote for a second round in power for
post. H Pics: AP his Frelimo movement, despite criticisms of incompetence and corruption.

Last-minute stayaway
rocks the first election 0 o e

IREEEA HE first ever multi-party The streets of the capital, ¥ . w o - P
g8 general elections to be held Maputo, were deserted on the fir R PO o R o -~ i ﬁ
&8 c AFTER nearly 16 years of .7 the Hst _ ! L B s 7 ., |

in Mozambique were plun- : ] day of voung save for the multi- " : . ¥ L
ged into chaos on Thursday  brutal and devastating civil tudes thronging around the polling et s B _p N P SN H
morning, just hours before war, the people of Mozam- stations and reports from the north T TR e i B ey S et T g o |




Ipolls, when 1t was announced that
IRenamo, the main opposition par-
ty and former guerilla army, would
ot take part in the elections

Late on Wednesday mght Radio
Voice of Renamo started to broad-
cast that Renamo, together with
hree of the other 13 parties, would
10t be contesting the elections and
‘hat the elections would not take
slace After a late night meeting
v1th representatives of the interna-
onal community Renamo’s chief
iegotiator, Raul Domingos, con-
irmed that Renamo would not
.ake part and a stunned population
aoke up on Thursday morning to
hear the alarming news on Radio
Mozambique

However, on Friday Renamo
hfted 1ts boycott, Sapa-Reuter re-
ported

“I am going to vote,” Renamo
leader Afonso Dhlakama said n
the garden of his residence over-
looking Maputo Bay after intense
talks with international envoys
g Dhlakama told the media he had
obtained guarantees from the 1n-
lernational community against
clectoral fraud

The real reasons behind Re-
namo’s withdrawal from the elec-
tions are not clear, but Dhlakama’s
ippearance at the Summit of
Frontline States in Harare on
Tuesday could provide the answer
Dhlakama went to Harare to try
to persuade the leaders of the
Frontline States to put pressure on
Mozambique’s President Joaquim
Chissano, leader of the goverming
Frelimo Party, to accept a proposal
for a Government of National
Unity (GNU) after the elections
That was also a course of action
seing advocated by the US govern-
nent — but Chissano was having
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week to vote on their future.
It was no easy walk: Renamo
baulked up to the last minute,
but late in the week the elec-
tion seemed to he going
ahead. JULIAN DREW reports.

none of 1t and he defiantly declared
that Mozambique’s future govern-
ment would not be imposed from

outside
The Frontline States supported

Chissano’s wish to choose his own
government 1n the event of a
Frelimo wvictory and Dhlakama
went home empty-handed even
though he stayed an extra day in
Harare to try to save his lost cause

With an expected Frelimo vic-
tory 1n the National Assembly,
Dhlakama faced the prospect of
wielding no power 1n the gov-
ernment despite his considerable
support base in the densely popu-
lated provinces in the north of the
country He thus may have made
a last ditch attempt to precipitate
an mternational lobby 1n favour of
the GNU proposal by boycotting
the elections

If this was the case then his
modus operand: was flawed from
the outset because the clectoral
law stated that any party wishing
to withdraw from the elections for
the General Assembly had to do
so at least 72 hours beforehand and
any presidential candidate wishing
to do hkewsse had to provide 15
days notice

All the last minute controversies
seemed to have little effect on the
electorate, however, and many
people went early to the polling
stations oblivious to the unfolding
drama

healthy turnout oy the elcctorate

According to the National Elec-
toral Commission, about half the
country’s more than six million
voters turned out on the first day
of the two-day elections — which
indicated that Renamo’s call for a
boycott may have fallen largely on
deaf ears

Afonso Muambe was at the
Josina Machel Secondary School
in Maputo by 5 am and had only
heard secondhand about the
Renamo withdrawal

“My aim 1n voting 1s to see if
we can fimsh with the struggle,”
he said “*Afterwards we will see
what 1s the position of Renamo,
but all we really want 1s peace ”

Although Muambe was going o
vote for Frehimo, as most of the
people hiving 1n the south were ex-
pected to do, his sentiments were
reciprocated by most of the na-
tion’s voters wrrespective of their
political affilhiation

At a Renamo rally just before
the elections 1n the north-western
province of Manica, Mana Gevi
had a similar but more harrowing
message She and her family were
attacked by Renamo 1n Tete Prov-
ince 1n 1991 and she had to watch
as Renamo hacked her husband’s
head off and killed her father and
two children

“I am not angry with him,” she
said of Dhlakama after the rally

*“It 18 best 1if he doesn’t make war
anymore He brought peace and
democracy to the country and for
that I will vote for him ” That any-
one could be so desperate for peace
that they could vote for those re-
sponsible for butchering their fam-
ily 1s an indication of just how
much the people of Mozambique
have suffered
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SHOW OF STRENGTH: J
party, safutes his support

i,

A TRIO of Mozambicans shoveliing
sand at a building site in Johannes
burg will not go home to vote
their country's first multiparty elec-
tion next week — byt they will
go home for Christmas

Earmng rands, it appears, is far
more important than voting Fur-
thermore, their home country has
made no prowvision for migrant
workers to return home for polling
day.

One of the three workers 15 in
South Africa legally, The other two
ran ihe gauntlet of the elecirified
fence to come to the City of Gold in
search of work.

All three, as well as ther Afp-
kaans-speaking employer, refused
to be identified

Like an estimated 350 000 other
migrant Mozambican workers
around southern Africa — mainly
it SA — these three will not be
able to vote because the Mozamh-
can National Eleetions Commssion
has not made provision for them

"Earnmg rands over here is what
1s Important,” said one of the three,
speakmg in a mixture of Afrmkaans,
Fanagalo, Portuguese and English

He would not disclose whieh
party he might have voted for “I do
not irust RENAMO or FRELIMO.
Only my God up there *

Also competing 1n the election
will be 12 smaller parties, but apart
from a mmor showing by perhaps

DUNCAN GUY
FOREIGN NEWS SERVICE

two or three of these, 1t is expect-
ed that former belligerents FRELIL-

MO and RENAMO will be the main
competitors

What the nugrani worker did un-
derstand was that thoge Mozambi-
cans who fled to South Africs as
refugees from the fighting had been
assisted with repatriation ang

would indeed be voting

Some 1,2 million refugees have
already been repatmated by the
United Nations High Commssioner
for Refugees m what it clayms is its
biggest repatriation programme

The el war, which has raged
for 16 years followmg FRELIMO's
war for independence agmnst Por-
tuguese colonial rule, has cost Mo-
zambique an estimated 600 000
lives and reduced the economy to
tatters.

Little wonder 1illegal workers m
South Africa such as the 18-year-
old on the Johannesburg bulding
site are shy and untrusting and not
willing to divuige thewr personal
ciIrcumstances

At first the youngster saxg he had
come mto South Africa with pass-
pori, but later confessed to shpping
over the border n May

“T was buying and selling things
in Maputo after I finished school
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but I earned very httle money 1
would rather stay in SA, working,
than go home to vote. But I shali go
back to Maputo at Christmas-time *

He earns R125 a week Hig em-
pPloyer said he paid quahfied bmid-
ers R300 to R400 a week.

"I no longer employ any South
African labourers,” said the em.
ployer.,

“Not since they started making

trouble, striking and usmg any ex-
cuse to go fo the labour office I
started domng all the work on my
own and then began to use forexgn-
ers

“These Mozambicans are the
best But | have to be hard on
them "

He said police sometimes closed
off streets in the suburbs to
“pounce” on the illegals and he had
occasionally needed to “duck mito a
block of flats with my guys”

“But they tell me ‘Baas, the po-
lice are dom (stupid) When they
arrest us and send us home we
come back with more of our broth-
em L B

Mozambique's first democratic
elections are scheduled for Thurs-
dey and Friday at 880 poling sta-
tions across the country 1 the cul-
mmation of a process winch began
with negotiations between FREL]-
MO and RENAMO in Nairobi‘in An-
gust 1989 The peace accord was
signed m Rome on October 4 19992
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Mozambique
prepares to
vote In first

f -

free el ection

b

L 210D
By DESMOND BLOW - l
2311019
MOZAMBIQUE gcars up for 1ts first democratic
election this week on Thursday and Friday amud fears
that everything may not go off peacefully,
. This week disgruntled former soldters of Frelimo
.and Renamo, as well as election officials, threatened
to disrupt the elections,
-The Assocration of Demobilised Soldiers
/(AMODEG) demanded that politicians guarantee jobs
for the 75000 troops demobilised. from the govern-
.ment and former rebe] Renamo armies, under 2 peace
agreement in 1992 that ended thq -@ cvil war,

I
b
1

2

And some polling station officials are threatening
to go on strike unless they receive a 200 percent pay
rise,

Voters were asked to register between June and Au-
gust 15, but by July 2, only about 2 million of the

Population will be eligible to vote,
Seventy percent of the population 1s 1lliterate and a
- shortage of vehicles, the poor condition of many of
the roads and more than likely inadequate police pres-
ence at polling stations, are regarded ag the major
causes for the poor registration
.Rain could threaten polling in large parts of the
country because although the election dates were care-
 fully chosen to miss the normal rain pattern, it has
'rained heavily in the last week
" . However, the South African Air Force wil help by
flying 1n pollng booths tq remote areas in Mozam-
bique, * t
' Itis cxpected that the ruling government of Joaquim
Chissann‘wll;:win'thc»majuﬂty of the 250-seat parlia-
+ ment with chamu*cﬁming second,
*» Frelimo ditched Marxism five years ago for demo-
“cratic socialism. Chissano now presides over a‘rharket
- ceonomy smiled on by the World Bank byt Dhlakama
has already threatened ot to recogmse the election
result; if he doesn’t wip, * N
Fears that' Renamo’s Alfonso Dhlakama fiay do
what.Jonas Savimbi did 1 Angola and contiue the
- ¢ivil war is unlikely because Dhlakama has been prom-
ised an important position — with a good salary —1n g
. overnment of national umty,
J . —_—
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SPECTRUM

AFRICA

JUDITH MATLOFF
of Sapa-Reuter
reports from Maputo

he winner of Mozam-

bique’s first multi-party
elections this week will inher-
1t control of one of the
world’'s poorest countries
where potentially explosive
social unrest simmers just be-
neath the surface

iplomats said that al-
though the poll tomorrow and
Friday might seal the transi-
tion to democracy after 16
years of civll war, a huge
challenge facing the victor
will be nursmng an 1ill econo-
my without sparking popular
revoit

Riots over rising prices, al-
ready seen in the capital of
Maputo, may be the biggest
threat to future stability rath-
er than a resumption of civil
war which ended two years
ago

“Any new government will
face a monumental challenge
There 15 going fo be rioting
and looting,” said one senior
African diplomat

A Western diplomat said
“The potential for social 1n-
stability 1s great”

Mozambique 1s experienc-
Ing a huge increase in bandit-
ry and crime with the demo-
bilisation of tens of thousands
of soldiers who have little
skills other than using a gun

The election 1s largely a
SR T TR ¥ L TR LA ’

W

TR o
e T EMD W
VOTE FRELIMO! President Joaquim Chissano ad-

dresses supporters at an election rally in Boane, 40km
south of Maputo
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WE'LL RESPECT RESULT: Renamo leader Afonso

Dhlakama — he has pledged not to resume fighting If
he loses the elections

‘Whoever wins

ANDY MELDRUM and
DALE LAUTENBACH
of The Argus
Foreign Service

HE Frontline States have

committed themselves to
“timeous and appropriate” in-
tervention should the situa-
tion m Mozambigue go awry
in the crucial election this
week

At a summit meeting in
Harare yesterday South Afri-
can Deputy Mimster of For-
eign Affairs Aziz Pahad said
‘“The whole region strongly
and collectively signalled that
they would not tolerate any
attempt to subvert the demo-
cratic process”

Zimbabwe has gone even
further and declared that 1t 1s
prepared to send troops to
Mozambigque or Angola
should the situation so de-
mand, according to the coun-
try’s Foreign Mimster Nathan
Shamuyarira

Meeting under the auspices
of the expanded FLS group-
ing which now mecludes Mala-
w1, Lesotho and Swaziland,
Southern Afrieca’s leaders
took their stand on the eve of
Mozambique’s elections due
to hegin tomorrow

Mr Pahad said the region
was committed to use “all its
capacity to ensure that who-
ever wins, governs”

He said capacity would in-
clude any form of support
from political to military and
while South Africa, still in the
process of integrating its
armed forces, was not per-
haps ready to commit combat
troops, the SANDF certainly
had military expertise 1n
many areas outside this nar-
row defimtion of a military
contribution

All the regional heads of
state with the exception of
Nelson Mandela and Jose
Eduardo dos Santos of Angola
met at the summit and man-
dated FLS chairrman Robert
Mugabe and Ketumile Masire
of Botswana to brief Renamo
leader Afonso Dhlakama on
their deliberations

The Frontline States, of
which South Africa 15 now a

| | T
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Mozambique’s first multi-party
general elections are to be held
on QOctober 27 - 28, with the final
results expected within 15 days
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There are 12 presidential
candidates and 14 parties
or coalitions taking part
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A brief modern history

s L
The People's Republic of Mozambique gains
independence from Portugal on June 25 after a
10-year guerrilla war waged by the
Mozambique Liberation Front (Frelimo), which
assumes power as a single party with military

commander Samora Machel as the president

Frelimo carries cut widespread nationalisations
prompting exodus of white Portuguese settlers
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South Africa-backed, nght-wing rebel group,
the Mozambican Nat:onal Resistance (MNR)
launches guerrilla war against Frelimo
government, paralysing the national economy
wges o
Mozambique and South Africa sign the
Nkomati non-aggression accord but the war
escalates
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Machel dies in plane crash. Joaquim Chissano
becomes president

Interational community commences massive
emergency relief operation for war and famine
vIClimsS
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Chissano offers amnesty to MNR awm_m and
meets with South African president P W,
Botha to improve ties between the countries
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Chissano intiates contacts with MNR through
church intermediaries

Frelimo drops its Marxist-Leninist ideology for
a broader commitment to socialism
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Frelimo introduces new constitution ending
single-party rule and introducing a free-market

economy

member and which, as a
grouping is emerging increas-
Ingly as a peace and mmn_._ﬂw
broker for the region, ad-
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The summit

dressed not just Mozambique
but Angola too at ifs meeting

monitor the situation m Mo-

REUTER

zambique and to stand “ready
to take timely and appropri-
ate action if the situation so
demands’.
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tormer rebel movement Ren-
amo_(Mozambican National
Resistance) and 1its erstwhile
foe, the Frelimo party which
has ruled uninterrupted since
independence from Portugal
in 1975

Frelimo 1s tipped to win
but political analysts say that
without reliable opinion polls
there could be big surprises

J/Both parties’ platforms are
vague — promoting invest-
ment, iree market policies
and a better life with few
specifics on improving ap-
palling facilities for health
and education

Diplomats spoke of a dire
need to revitalise the econo-
my, which has been reduced
to one of the world’s poorest
by war, corruption and unsue-
cessful socialist experiments.

Mozambique has a per cap-
1ta gross domestic product of
less than $70 (about R245) and
one of the heaviest dependen-
cies on foreign aid in the
world

Exports, mostly of prawns
and cashews, last year to-
talled an estimated $145 mil-
lion (about R507 million)
against 1mports of $900 mil-
lion (about R3,15 bitlion) The
foreign debt 1s roughly $5 bil-
Ihon (about R17,7 billion). Its
currency falls daily in value
against the doellar

Prices of transport and
food, which can rise up to
100 percent a month, will spi-
ral agan if the new govern-
ment 1s forced to pare big
subsidies of fuel and electri-
cal power

Compounding the problem
will be the withdrawal of
" about 7 000 UN peacekeepers,
whose spending has helped
keep local commerce afloat,
and an ‘expected drop in do-
nor jaid which accounts for
maresthan 50 percent of Mo-
zaimhidue’s revenue
v#They have all been spend-
g 3\lot of money When they
ggfutpere will be an economic

vojd;” said one diplomat

The return of hundreds of
thodsands of refugees has
strained local resources and
theé UN World Food Pro-
giamme has appealed for
more food aid to stave off a
poiential crisis

Many foreign investors in-
cluding South African gants
Gencor and Anglo-American
are poised on the sidelines,
warting to see the results of
the vote

There have been just a
handful of big 'investments,
including the opening by
South African bottlers of a
Coca-Cola factory mn July and
a multi-milhion-rand deal
with a US-based o1l company
to develop a gas field.

“Nobody 1s doing anything
until.after the elections.” said
one South African financier.,
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Renamo pins poll
hopes on chiefs

KARL MAIER of The Independent reports
from Inhaminga

ASSERS-BY knelt 1n re-

spect as Rosa Johnny In-
haminga sat 1n the. shade of a
mango {ree, ex%lammg why
she was urging her followers
to vote for Renamo and not
for the Frelimo government

“Frehmo and Renamo are
Mozambiean, but Renamo
likes the people and Frelimo
committed many errors,” Mrs
Inhaminga, 48, said “Because
Renamo fought for democra-
Cy, many people here will
vote for them If Renamo
loses, the people’s suffering
will continue,” she added

Her word carries weight m
the Renamo-controlled cen-
tral town of Inhaminga be-
cause, as her name indicates,
she 1s a mpfumo, a loeal
chref, part of a traditional po-
Iitical structure President
Chissano’s Frelimo failed to
Sweep away during the revo-
Iutionary days that followed
independence from Portugal
1n 1975,

Loyal chiefs who lent sup-
porit agamnst Renamo insur-
genis are a key factor in the
movement’s electoral
chances Although Renamo
was accused of carrymng out
atrocities during the war, 1t
appears to have strong sup-
port 1n Sofala and 1n the
densely populated northern
provinces of Zambezia and
Nampula

Part of its popularity 1s due
to a elose relatmnshlp to tra-
dittonal authorities “Renamo
does not control the tradition-
al structure, but we value 1t.”
said Francisco Caetano Bero,
30, Renamo’s political repre-
sentative mm Imhaminga “Fre-
Iimo tried to do away with
the people’s traditional cul-
ture which was lost and for-
gotten”

Two Irish Catholic priests,
Eamon Aylward and Derrik
Laverty, said that the chiefs
remained highly infiuvential
"The people here do what
their chiefs say,” Father Ayl-
ward said. “If they say the
people should register and
vote for Renamo, they will do
lt bk

Inhaminga — “a place of
thorns” — 1s 1 Cheringoma
district, 1n the heart of Ren-
amo country and was cut off
from the outside world for
years If the Renamo leader,
Afonso Dhlakama, 1s to stand
a chance against President
Chissano, he will have to win
handsomely 1n rural areas

such as Cheringoma, where
9 000 people have been regis-
tered to vote out of a national
total of 6,2 million

Two years after Renmamo
and Frelimo signed a peace
agreement 1n Rome to end
the 17-.year civil war, Inha-
minga, once a prosperous
rallway junction 150 km
north-west of the Sofala pro-
vincial capital of Beira, 15 the
pride of the Renamo move-
ment It 15 the only big town
still under Renamo control —
a shattered town of 5 000 peo-
ple

Renamo’s control 1s firm
Frelimo’s first secretary 1n
Inhaminga, Chavica Chave
Tingote, refused to be inter-
viewed until a semor Renamo
official gave permission

“We are a bit apprehensive
because of certain attitudes
of some Renamo personal-
1ities,” Mr Tingote said, out-
side the rubble of what was
once party headquarters “We
recognise their local adminis-
tration but other people try to
cause trouble for us They
have come around saying that
if we do not vote for Renamo,
they are prepared to start
two more wars”

Other people causing trou-
ble 1nclude 600 demobilised
rebel soldiers, who set up
roadblocks and took hostages
last month, demanding demo-
bilisation pay and food aid
As a result, the Renamo ad-
rmnistration had to hand over
food that was intended for
hungry civilians

Mr Bero said he understood
why the demobilised soldiers
had decided to take hostages
“Only when people make a
fuss do things begin to hap-
pen,” he said The crisis was
defused only aiter the Fre-
limo-run provincial govern-
ment m Berra sent 1n the spe-
cially trained ‘‘rapid
Intervention police” at mght
to disperse the former sol-
diers and to re-establish Ren-
amo administrative control

Some residents fear a re-
sumption of the war if Ren-
amo loses the elections, as
most analysts predict Sever-
al non-governmental organi-
sations in the area have tem-
porarily pulled out But
Renamo members said that
they would never return to
war. “Take up arms again?
What for®” ome mechanic
asked “God will never for-
give us if we go back to war "
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MAPUTO — Renamo, the former rebel
movement during 16 years of brutal civil
war i Mozambique, seems to be winning
the hearts and minds of voters in the coun-

try’s first multiparty generalelect; dip-
lomats say @k"@

The diplomats and aid Wotkers m the
former Portuguese colony now question
past assumptions that the once Marxist
Frelimo party will win an absolute major-
ity 1 the 250-seat parhament

Final results from the poll yesterday and
today wili not be known until mid-Novem-
ber because of the distances involved and
an imfrastructure destroyed by fighting that
claimed tens of thousands of lives

Disillusionment with percerved corrup-
tron within Frelimo, which has ruled since
independence 1n 1975, has eroded 1ts sup-
port among the 6,4 mulhion registered vot-
crs, aid workers say “It may seem tronic,
after all those reports of Renamo cutting
off eavilians’ ears, noses and evelhds, but
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they have strong support,” saxd one foreign |
ard worker who has worked for the past |
year 1 Renamo territory near the border
with Malaw: and 1 Quelimane

“Many young people there have grown |
up thinking of Frelimo as the eacmy,” she 1'%
said Themnvement1smustpupularamnng .
vilagers in the northern and central hinter- |-!
land of the war-devastated country, which 13
18 one of the world’s poorest :

Drplomatic and ad sources say the gue-
nrillas, who were criticised abroad foratroci-
tes during the war which officrally ended
two years ago, have bt up strong support
for the poll Presidential elections are also |’
being held with incumbent President
Joaquum Chssano widely seen as front-
ranner against Renamo leader Afonso
Dhlakama. But UN observers mortoring
the poll have calculated how much 1t would
cost to hold a second round of presidential
electrons if Chassano fails to win 30percent
Or more -— Sapa-Reuter )
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Mozambique’s elections: The poll nobody wants — except the foreigners who've spent millions oniit ...

Who cares about |

electing ‘thieves’
and ‘murderers’?

wwm21-21 hojad Qs

A moral amnesia has
beset Mozambique as it
heads towards its first-ever
proper election next week,
reporis Eddie Koch

TS the election nobody wants —
and 1t could end a fragile peace
But Mozambique's hirst-ever
proper electton will go ahead next
week, pushed along by foreign
dipiomats and donors who have
poured mlhons into the coffers of
the 14 contesting pohtacal parties

There is a cunous lack of uhuru
fever on the streets of Maputo A sin-
gle line of plastic posters bearing the
face of President Joaquum Chissano
strung across the Avemida Julius
Nyerere, mainly for the benefit of for-
eigners who hive in the suimptuous
Polana Hotel, 1s the only immecdhate
sign that a major political event 1s
imminent
This 1s not a replay of South Africa
in April No reconsiruction and
development programme No truth
commuission No debates about
widespread corruption that has
paralysed the economy No talk of
correcting the wrongs of the past It
1s as though a moral amnesia has
beset the country and its people

“There seems a sort of collective
bekef that to talk about the past wll
break the spell,” says the latest edi-
tion of the Mozambwgue Process Bul-
letin.

Foreign governments and donor
agencies have put a lot of effort into
making sure the election goes
ahead “We have, to put it sumply,
bribed the parties of Mozambique to
get along with each other,” says a
semor diplomat m Maputo

In order for the elections to work,
the Umted Nations set up two spe-
cial trust funds, one to pay Renamo
for its agreement to participate, the
other to ensure comphance from the
smaller parties

By early this month Renamo had

- I e .

recewved a staggening US$19-mul-
hion, mcluding $3-mmllion that Italy
diverted from humamtanan aid.

Renamo leader Afonso Dhlakama
gets a personal grant of $300 000
(about R1-mullion) every month so
that, in the words of UN special rep-
resentative Aldo Ajello, he can dole
out largesse to his supporters
The smaller parties get $100 000,
paid 1n two instalments This
explains the probiferation of splinter
groups and acronyms 1n the election
lists, even though there 1s no dis-
cermuble difference m themr political
progranimes

Everyone knows this election is a
straight fight between Renamo and
Frelmo, yet even these two groups
fail to demonstrate significant pohcy
differences

Both speak very generally about
creating a liberal economy and poht-
ical regime There is some debate
about regionahism and the parties
are divided about whether to have a
government of national umty after
the elechions

Ogmmmna 15 adamantly opposed

to domg a deal with Renamo

but has promised to let
Dhlakama keep his house, his car
and s salary as head of the oppo-
sition

Participation mn the poll 1s not
about pohtical ideals I is simply a
way for the politicians to share a
cake that has been baked for them
m the West

“Ttus election comes at the lowest
ebb 1in Mozambican politics,” says
Carlos Cardosg, editor of an inde-
pendent daily bulletin called Med:-
afax. “There 1s no enthusiasm for it
Our war was organised by foreigners
and now our peace 1s bemg orgarn-
ised by foreigners ”

Renamo was part of South Africa’s
destabilisation campaign on the
subcontment 1n the 1980s Its war
in Mozambique cost one million
lives and damage m excess of R50-
bilthon The end of the cold war
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United action. Washing the many UN vehicles provide some work for the locals

brought peace settlements 1n
Angola, Narmibia, South Africa and
Mozarmbique, where Renamo and
the (Frehmo) government signed a
peace accord 1n Octcber 1992

The ceasefire has held because
neirther side wants a renewed war
But key aspects of the peace accord
have not been honoured

All areas of the country were sup-
posed to be open to both sides Yet
two years after the accord, many
Renamo zones remain separate and
government officials cannot enter
them

Anew jomnt army of 30 000 should
have been created before the elec-
tion, 1t could have enforced the
result Instead, the new force has
only 12 000 troops and barely
enough traimng and equipment to
defend its barracks

Both sides should have demo-
bihsed therr old armies by the end of
August.

Yet smce the deadline more than
1 000 Renamo soldiers have
appeared to demand their demob
pay, saying theiwr commanders
mstruicted them not to disband

All armarments should be turned
over to the UN peace-keeping force
by now — but Renamo clairns more
than 100 arms caches and has
refused to say where they are, or to
dismantle a sophisticated mihtary

comrnunmcanons system

Most observers are predicting a
narrow Frehmo victory, although
perhaps Chissano will requure a sec-
ond round m order to win a major-
ity

Dhlakarna has been pushing the
view that the candidate who comes
second should become vice-presi-
dent and leader of the opposition

The United States has been advo-
cating a South African-style govern-
ment of national unity In a recent
speech, US ambassador Denmis Jett
said the only way “Mozambicans
can ensure that the outcome of the
election 1s accepted 1s by reachung
an agreemerit among themselves”

he US and the UN, he said
— could not force the loser to
accept the result of even a free
and fair election
If the elections in Mozambique are
not hke South Afnca’s neither are
they like Angola’'s, where Unita’s
rgjection of the cutcome phinged the
country back into civil war
Renamo 1s likely to reject a Fre-
limo victory, but stop short of a
return to war Without oil and dia-
monds, Mozambique 1s less worth
fighting for than Angola
Most Mozambican soldiers and
guerrillas refused to join the new
army and demanded demobilisation

PHOTOGHAPH STEVE HILTON BARBER

mstead

But there will be a period of
“armed negotiations”, perhaps last-
ing several months, as the losing
party tries to take a bigger share of
power and the post-election spoils

Imparcial, a newsletter linked to
Renamo, wrote last month that “if
Renamo loses the election 1t wall opt
for destabilisation, for a short or |
long period, to force the interna- '
tional community to put pressure
on the democratically elected gov-
ermment to form a government of
national uruty or to guarantee posts
1 the government”

In ms campaign speeches Dhla-
kama has become more strident In
the town of Ribaue he used words
strikingly similar to those used by
Unita’s Jonas Savimbi in Angola. “1
have already won Only by electoral
fraud can Frelimo and Chissano
wmn ¢

Mozambique's election is meant to
lay to rest the specire of a civil war
“People are tired of war and ms-
management of the economy,” says
Gl Lauriciano, editor of a journal
called Mozambigue Invwew

“They see the two main partes as
responsible for each of these things
There 15 a popular saying that peo-
ple now have a choice between mur-
derers (Renamo) and thieves (Fre-

limo) ”
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H BY DALE LAUTENBACH
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Renamo’s shock announce-
ment that it was boycotting the
Mozambique election has been
|  greeted with astomshment

| The announcement was
made by Renamo spokesman
Rahil Khan just hours before
poliing began this morning,

Polis opened on schedule at
7 am in Maputo as the Renamo
decision was being broadeast
over 18 party radio station. Iis
supporters were bemng urged
not to vote,

The radio 1s estimatéd to
reach about 15 to 20 percent of
Mozambicans

BBC reports from Maputo
this morning said Renamo
leadre Afonso Dhlakama was
m Beira about 1 000 km north
of the capital. As Renamo deci-
sions were usually taken by
Dhlakama himself, members of
| the United Nations and the Na-
tional Elections Commission
were frusirated that the move-
ment’s leader was not avail-
able., -

But one of s aides con-
firmed: at Dhlakama’s home in
Beira that the rebels were boy-
cotting the poll

“Yes, we are not part
1 the elections,” the aide told
journalists, outside Dhlakama’s
heavily guarded: sea-front
house Other officials shrugged
off gquestions

Renamo sources said Dhla-
kama,.was expected to fly to
the capital Maputo later m the
day. Dhlakama 1s registered n
Mapuio and would have to vote
there

Sources close to the Renamo
leader said he had been in a
“foul mood” on the election eve

on Wednesday, accusing the
United Nations — which is
monitoring a two-year-old
ceasefire and the runup to de-
mocracy — of planning to stuff

the ballot hoxes
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VOTING stations
open on time but
mood in Maputo is f
subdued after !
surprise decision

N
|
- "

“I can’t believe (Renamo
leader) Afonso Dhlakama
would be so stupid,” saxd g re- ,

gional ambassador m Maputo

"If this 1s frue, p’s the.end of
Renamo " ( ZIR)
South Afrmean or-Gen-

eral of Foreign Affairs Rusty
Evans was equally suprised |
“How do you turn the electiors

off at this stage,” he sgugd, of '
I
|

Renamo’s decision that it was
boycotting the poll for “techm-
cal reasons” of fraud and “not
political reasons™ -
Evans said he was mchn
to discount the Renamo move
as 18 logic was incoherent and
there had not yet been any ab-
solute confirmation. R
Evans representéd$South
Afriea with Deputy Mimster' of
Foreign Affairs Aziz Pahad-at
the Harare summit on Monday
In a commumaque, ail snﬁtgz-
ern Afrmea’s leaders commitied
themselves to supporting the
democratic process m Mozam-
bique and to folerating no foul
play by exther side }
Both Dhlakama and Mozam-
bican, President Joaguum Chis-
5ano were in Harare for the
meetmg aithough the Renamo
leader was not part of formal
proceedings. Evans said both
leaders expressed several con-
cerns but he at no stage had
the sense from either. of them
that there might exist.the 1dea, | -
to pull out of the elections.
Evans also fatled t§58e how
Renamo could today conimuni-
cate its last-minute change of
heart to its followers m a coun-
iry with a «communications in
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| TENBACH.
The Argus Foreign §ervice

JOHANNESBURG. — As poll-
ing began on schedule.-across
Mozambique today, Renama’s
sudden announcement of an
election boycott was greeted
with astomshment, 24

“] ecan’t believe (Renamo
leader) Afonso Dhlakama
would be so stupd,” gaid an
ambassador in Mapuio. “If this
is true, it’s the end of
Renamo,”

South African Director Gen-
eral of Foreign Affairs Rusty
Evans was equally surprised.
“How do you turn the elections
off at this stage,” he said of
Renama’s announcement today
that 1t was bu}‘cntting the poll
for “teghmcal reasons” of fraud
and “not political reasons’

Reuter reports from Beira
that Mr Dhlakama today met
Portuguese, British and Zim-
babwean diplomats who said
they would try to persuade him
to fly to Maputo to gort out
problems thai led to the boy-

Cﬂtt- . L} - '
The Portugese envoy, who

declined to give his name, said
the Renamo leader appeared
relaxed. But the envoy refused
to say what was discussed.

A Dhiakama aide earlier
confirmed that Renamo was

boycotiting the polls - “Yes, we

are not taking part m the elec-
tyons,” he said.

Renamo Sources said Mr
Dhlakama was expected to fly
to Maputo later m the day.

Sources close to the Renamo
jeader said he had been m 2
“foul mood” oM election eve,
accusing the UN of plapning to
stuff the ballot boxes.

Mr Evans represented South
Africa with Deputy Mimster of
Foreign Affairs Aziz Pahad at
q Harare summit on Monday.

'
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VOTING: Mozambican

president Chissano casting

his vote in Maputo early today.

All Southern Africa’s leaders
commtted themselves to sup-
porting the demaocratic process
in Mozambigque and to not tol-

erating foul play

Both Mr Dhlakama and Mo-
Joaquim
Chissano were m Harare for
the meeting although the Ren-
amo leader was not part of for-
proceedings. Mr Evans
expressed

zambican President

mal
said both leaders

~VII-

geveral concerns but he at no
stage had the sense that there
was any idea of pulling out of

the elections. ]
Mr Evans sad he also failed

tog see how Renamo could to-
day communicate its last-min-
ute change of heart to its fol-
lowers 1n a country with a
communications infrastructure
as poor as Mozambique’s. “If
it’s a taetical move, it’s 1ll-
concewved "’
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_ APUTO — Electoral officials yesterda
R made final preparations for Eamﬁzuﬁzmm . “-z>F mq>nmm
. | first multiparty elections, hopmg that alle-
- gations of fraud and stockpiling of weapons : i
_ C would not mar the historic vote UE%NBMH m_.mm__b Hu ~@Qmﬂw
SR _ | UN monitors overseeing the transitron to democracy
| SRS I said they expected the poll, the first since mdependence € > 5 .
H . | L from Portugal 1 1975, to go ahead as planned today and o more war Hﬁ. TQ ..—Om@w )
: w1 1] tomorrow About 2400 mtemational electoral observers
| o and 7000 UN peacemakers were taking up positons  moured vehicles that were discovered hidden near Maputo
) across the country, including remote areas harbour and arms found m coffins 1n the city’s main
’ , Final results are expected by the muddle of November cemetery But Dhlakamapledged on Tuesday nottoresume
. . R The war ended two years ago with a peace accord  fighting 1f he Joses the elections
i .. between Renamo and Frelimo m_N d.%v “We will use dialogue. No more war,” Dhlakama said in
- L The presidential and parhamentary vole-dnvolves 12 the Zimbabwean capital Harare after talks with Zimba-
| candidates and 14 parties or coalitions — but the election bwean President Robrt Mugabe and Botswana’s leader
Sap - o3 s expected 1o be a two-horse race between the former war Ketumile Masire “We will insist that the elections be held
H M foes President Joaquum Chussano 1s tipped to win, with agam,” he said when asked what Renamo would do if 1t
2 M& ‘e o I Frelimo likely to pamn a large chunk of the 250-seat considered the polls were not free and fair
. : parhament
s o " Chissano has denied allegations by Renamo leader _ T T ————n
e . R Afonso Dhiakama of attempted vole-Tigying |
R One complaint alleged an “excessive” rumber of voter
x . TeB1stration cards had been printed — on the basis of an
- B HUO L R AL S ) ” J estimated 8,3 mullion voters Only 6,4 mullion people
ﬁ,wmhn_ NG THE MEDIA ... Mozambican president Joaguim Chissano at a Press actually registered to vote in the elections .

Diplomats in Mozambique said the former enemies had

.~ conference at Frelimo headquarters in Maputo this week.
‘ been stockpiling weapons and equipment, including ar-

—r

PIC GARY BERNARD
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'GOOD news is the
boycott declaration
now seems to have

been a flurry, and not
a storm’

H BY DALE LAUTENBACH
FOREIGN EDITOR

Renamo leader Afonso Dhlakd-
ma Is expected to vote todav n
g4 dramatie turnaround from
his electton boveott which has

had the Mozamhian eleetion
m cunfusion for the past 24

our »

As South African Deputy
President Thabo Mbeky fhes to
Maputo this morning speur-
heuding a hgh-puwered re-
gional mtiative to get elections
back on track, news of Dhlaka-
ma's change of heart bright-
ened the second day of poling
i Mozambique

South African Director-(xen-
eral of Foreign Affairs Rusty
Evans said Dhlakama had met
Umted Nations special repre-
sentative Aldo Ajello last mght
and told the latter that he
would vote 1n Maputo today

“The good news this morn-
ing is that the declaration of a
boycott now seems to have
been a flurry and not a storm,”
sald Evans

However, Mbekl's visit to
Mapuio as representative of
leaders of all the Frontline
states remains crucial to a
broader resolution of the -
sis. Signailhng the seriousness
of the imtiative, Mbeki 15 ex-
pecied to be accompamed by
Mimster of Defence Joe ‘odise

and Safety and Security Mins-
ter Sydney Mufamadi

Evans said the message that
was being sent to Dhlahama
was that the 1egon, and the
international commumnty, did
not take hightly the allegabons
of fraud and would mn no way
tolerate corruption of the dem-
ocratie process

Dhlakama has declared
fraud sthe ;reason for his boy-
coft and has described the
elections as a farce

Clearly: Ajelio must have
been able to convince him that
the UN will not turn a blhnd
eye as Dhlakama has alleged,
and what- Mbeki takes {0 Ma-
puto today is a regional guar-
antee that the process should
not be corrupted.

Yesterday about half of Mo-
zambique’s 6,4 milhon voters
went to- the eouniry’s 7 500
polung stations apparently e
ther ignorant of or ignoring
Renamo’s boycott call
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Island ballot . . . voters on Isle de Mozambique wait patiently in a queue to cast their ballots on the first day of voting in

Mozambique’s historic election yesterday

Meanwhile diplomatic efforts
throughout the day yesterday
prepared for Mbeki's visit ms-
sion today. Frontlne states
chairman President Robert
Mugabe was consuliéd and
blessed the initiative as did

President Mandelap preseptly
on hohday. jv’\r??
Pressure on D 0 re-

verse his non-participation de-
cision was ihtense vesterday
with cails from, the the United
Nations Security Counacl, the
Umted “States, the.European
Union and the Commonwealth
Mbekif has' met Dhlakama
before! and established a de-

gree of rapport

There were no reports of in-
timidation or violence at the
poling yesterday and the UN
mission to Mozambique, Onu-
moz, reported that even at the
Renamo stronghold of Marin-
gue voting had gone ahead

The Independent News Ser-
vice reported that Dhlakama
hadtold reporiers yesterday
that he did not plan to return
to ewil war, and had said he
hoped the elections would be
annulled and new ones organ-
ised 1n.their place

Dhlakama (41) sawd he had
evidence of plans by EFrelimo to
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PICTURE GARY BERNARD

rig the vote
He claimed the National
Elections Commission had not

used regisiration papers and
had not ensured that foreign-
ers could not vote m the elec-;

party agents were not bemng |
transporied to the polling.|.
booths »

M The South Afmcan National,,
Defence Force, planmng for
possible violence from Mozam-
bigue's elections, has deployed
350 troops on KwaZulu/Natal's
northern border, army officers
sald yesterday.
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SA beefs
troops

on border

The Argus Correspondent

PRETORIA. — As Mozambi-
cans went to the polls amid un-
certainty over Renamo’s with-
drawal, South African troaps
beefed up security along the
border.

An army spokesman said
thatwhile no extra troops had
been deployed, patrols had
been mcreased and troops were
on standby.

The spokesman said the
number of illegal immigranis
crossing from Mozambique had
increased recently as that
country neared its first demo-
eratic election in almost 20
years

The spokesman said it was
normal procedure for addition-
al security measures to be tak-
en when political change took
place in a neighbourmng coun-
try.

“We are not expecting any
problems but we are.certainly
keeping a close eye on events”,
said the spokesman.

A 28]10

1 High-level mission to reverse Renamo

DALE LAUTENBACH
The Argus Foreign Service

JOHANNESBURG — Dep-
uty President Thabo Mbeki
18 expected to fly to Maputo
today heading a high-
powered regional mmtiative
to place the Mozambique
election back on track.

This follows the withdrawal
yesterday of the former rebel
group Renamo from the coun-
try’'s first multiparty poll

Mr Mbek1's mission has the
blessing of regional leaders
and results from extensive con-
sultations yesterday hetween
him and President Robert Mu-
gabe of Zimbabwe It also
comes after the Harare sum-
it on Monday, at which the
Frontline States committed
themselves to supporting the
democratic process in Mozam-
bique

President Mandela, who 15
on holiday, has been briefed on
the Mbek1 1nitiative

Deputy presidential spokes-
man Thami Ntenteni con-
firmed that Mr Mbeki had con-
sulted Mozambican President
Joagumm Chissano and Renamo
leader Afonso Dhlakama yes-
terday in preparation for the
inibiative Mr Mbeki hopes to
see both leaders i Maputo to-
day

1

HELPING HAND: A South African Air Force :m__nonﬁmq at Moussuri

"» Mbeki in bid to rescue

ozambique’s election

oll b

@
oycott

b in

Mozambique prepares to transport baliot boxes to polling stations.

Mr Ntentem said Mr Mbeki
would attempt to convince Mr
Dhlakama to participate “in
the interests of Mozambique
and the region because non-
participation has serious impli-
cations for that country”

Mr Mbek: has met Mr Dhla-
kama and the two men appar-
ently established a degree of
rapport which might serve Mr

Mbek: well today

All signals from Mr Dhla-
kama so far suggest he is reso-
lute and will not back down on
his decision to boycott an elec-
tion process he has character-
1sed as a “joke 1n bad taste”

Mr Dhlakama returned to
Maputo last mght where he re-
poriedly met members of his
Renamo council
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OZAMBICAN RERFL MOVEMFNT RENAMO
leader Afonso Dhlakama flew to the
capital Maputo from Beira last might

- ='I 1n what observers beheve could lead
— & to a change of mind over his boycott

of the country’s elections Radio reports from
Mozambigue said last night Dhlakama had held
urgent discussions with Umited Nahons officials
and Southern African leaders who had urged him
“to rethink his move
- -..The decision by Renamo 1o boycott the coun-

- e
T

JrUms

try’s first multparty elections has sent shock waves
through Southern Africa, provoking tears ot re-
newed war Afnican leaders fear Mozambigue
could be hit by the “Angolan syndrome”
Angola’s Umta rebel leader Jonas Savimbi re-
sumed the civil war there after rejecting defeat in
UN-monitored elections in 1992 that ended an 18-
month ceasefire with the Luanda government
Dhlakama said yesierday hts movement’s deci-
sion to boycoltt the elechons was final “We have
made this decision because we have proof that

e ™

- AT 4

Mozambique
beat ag:

Souwgkoan  23110[94

there will be massive frand in this election [t1s not
an election, it1s apicnic

we wan@elﬁﬂnsﬁ’
he told yjournalists :p Beira 5=

Dhiakama said, however he would not return to
war “l amtired of telling people thatl am not going
back to war 1 wall be in peaceful civilian opposi-
tion ° In early reaction Namibian President Sam
Nujoma smd “We urge the Renamo leadership to
seriously and urgently reconsider the decision not
to participate 1n the general elections “ Their with-

drawal 1% a senous sethack to the establishment of

a true democracy in Mozambique and poses a
renewed threat to pational reconcihiation 1n & coun-
try torn apart by cival war for so many years ”
South African Foreagn Ministry sources said the
situation was confused and 1t was too early for an
official statement There was noimmedzate official
comment from 7Zimbhabwe, whose President Robert
Mugabe hosted a summt of Southern Airican
leaders 1in Harare on Tuesday where they said they
would take “appropnate action”, posstbly military,

to ensure peace 1t Mozambique — Sapa-Reuter
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Mozambican prééiﬁent Joacquim Chissano casts his vote in Maputo as his country Went. -
) PIC: JOHN PARKIN (AP) -
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Dhlakama call for election

MAPUTO. — Mozambicans vote
for a second day today amid
signs that the war-weary popula-
tion will largely ignore an 1lith-
hour demand from the Renamo
opposition to boycott the election

The hoycott call, 1ssued by the
former rebel movement hours be-
fore the two-day election began
yesterday, surprised both Mo-
zambicans and foreign govern-
ments, who feared a return to

1 c1vil war

“All we want 1s to rebuild our
lives 1n peace,” said a muddle-
aged Maputo resident, his legs

aching from quenemng for hours
to vote

Officials of the independent
National Electoral Commission
said about half the 6,4 millon
voters had 1gnored the boycott
call of Renamo leader Afonso

T P

01l

ﬁ 213
Dhla ~fssued on the grounds

of alleged fraud

«UUntil we have other informa-
tion, we can say the elections
were free and fair today,” elec-
toral official Manuel Frank, a
Renamo member, told reporters

“Signs are that voting 15 gomg
normally, even in Renamo areas
We expect 1t to continue like this
on the second day”

Mr Dhlakama demanded new
polls and said his boycott deci-
s10n, jomed by three small oppo-
sition parties, was final But he
said he would not return to the
16-year war which ended with a
peace accord {wo years ago

“The elections are fraudulent,”
he told reporters on leaving his
home 1n Beira for the capital Ma-
puto yesterday

eaf ears
Arcr 22 1[4y

President Joaquim Chissano,
whose rival Frelimo party 1s eX-
pected to win Mozambique’s first
democratic elections, appealed in
a broadeast to Mozambicans last
night for a big turnout

He said Mozambicans were
tired of the fighting, which has
killed hundreds of thousands of
people and helped to reduce the
country to one of the world's
poorest

Some diplomats suggested Mr
Dhlakama was trying to gamn le-
verage to force a relnetant Presi-
dent Chissano to include him in 2

future government of national
urity

But a senior Renamo official;
said 1t was unclear, even to party
officials, why Mr Dhlakama had
acted as he did — Sapa-Reuter
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MAPUTO — Mozambique’s first up 1its security along the border with
multi-party elections began yes- Mozambique with armed border
terday despite a surprise boycott guards patrolling the area There are

fears that 1f fighting breaks out 1n
by former rebels that raised fears  pMozambique thousands of refugees

?5 nle“’ Cﬂnbﬂlﬁt 1:11 a coudntry tryIng  could flee into kwaZulu/Natal
eave behind its devastaling Despite the boycott, voters Lined up

history of civil war
for hours 1n Maputo People were also
The ‘Mozambique National Resis-  cianding in lengthy lines 1n the north-

tance, Renamo, one of the two main
parties in the vote, shocked organisers arn Renamo stronghold of Nampula

with 1ts last-minute announcement 1t The rebels and President Joaquim

was pulling out of the elections after Chissano’'s Mozambique Popular

two years of preparation It said it  Front were expected to win almost all

feared irregularities in vote proce- of the 250 parliament seats Mr Chis

dures would allow fraud sano was favored to gain the presider-
Elections commission chairman Mr & and had indicated he might give Mr

Brazau Mazula went on national TV to Dhlakama a post

urge calm and say the two-day vote

would proceed as planned He termed

the Renamo pullout 1llegal Renewed fighting?
thUSbamliassadnr I\f.llir Denis Jett said
e objections raised by Renamo were A UN spokesperson, Ms Michelle de |
;511111113’ logistical problems that will  Rosset, Eﬂ?ld it vgas unclear how a with- |4
e worked out” during the day drawal by the rebels would work Bal- |§
lots include Renamo candidates, and |
‘Cheating a]ready’ poor communications make 1t dafficult &
to spread a boycott message
But the Renamo leﬂder’ Mr Afonso If the rebels I‘EJEEt the ElECtlﬂn, it i

Dhlakama, interviewed on Portuguese could set the stage for renewed fight- |}
Radio Nova, condemned the voting ing like that which wracked Angola

under way as ‘4 tasteless ]ﬂkﬂ” when the former Unita rebel move-
«Cheating 1s already 1n play No one ment lost elections 1n 1992 ,
wanted to boycott the elections, but German Foreign Minister Mr Klaus
they had to” _ Kinkel speaking on behalf of the
His movement waged a ciwvil war European Umon, said Renamo’s ob-
agamnst the leftist government for 15 jection that a fair election could not

years that left an e~timated 600 000 be guaranteed was not convincing

people dead. Yesterday, however, he
said he was not contemplating a re- He noted in a statement that more

turn to the battlefield than 2000 international observers
Meanwhile South Africa has beefed ~ Were present — Sapa-Reuter-AP

.
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MAPUTO. — Mozambique's
main opposition party Ren-
amo yesterday ended 1ts boy-

Renamo ends

o h

boyc

'yt * +
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Mbeki

. er2al MQ'rt@tf)

- against the ruling Frelimo party

still remained unearthed and
“the conflict rnisk is quite great,”

’ « *~ said Major Andries Koen
cott of the country’s first s e e me I "
multi-party elections, and the - te Lo grfugﬁ- 1k2n &%“R'gﬁitmiﬂanﬁré‘iﬁﬂ
001’;11“1? S Independent ta]k Wlt . babwean dissidents 15 1n place to
Nationa El&ﬂtﬁral Commis- = Sy ; ;ﬁ-‘aSSIEt Renamo 1f the armed strug-
sion (CNE) extended the elec- - .. ¥ gle resumes”, he said.

tions for an extra day

Renamo had called for a boy-
cott just hours before polis
opened on Thursday

Renamo leader Mr Afonso
Dhlakama said he had decided to
withdraw from the elections he-
cause of alleged evidence of
plans by the President J oachim
Chissano’s Frelimo party to rig
the vote '

The end to the boycott came as
South African Deputy President
Thabo Mbek: travelled to Maputo
early yesterday 1n a ld to con-

vince Renamo to take part in the

elections

It was reported from Maputo
yesterday that Mr Mbek: had eon-
sulted President Chissano and
Mr Dhiakama in preparation for

the imtiative R%na:gu’s 16-year guerilla war  spondent , . L 5 ‘
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Meanwhile, kwaZulwNatal s .
preparing for a flood of Mozambi- °
¢an refugees and hundreds of sol-
diers have been deployed on the -
border as fears of an election col-
lapse run high “ oot A

£

"3,

"% refu

* ¢ The departments of health and

- -4, JE* = F
' |
t k -
leadel‘s ;
oA
Cyerh
o

home affairs and security forces
ad identified a massive prece of
land with electricity and fresh

' swater supplies at Manguzi, near

Kosi Bay, which could accommo-
date up to a million people.

SANDF ntelligence officer Lt-
Braam van Wyk said the refu-
gee camp could be “up and run-

about 5000
gees within four hours”,

nIng to cater for

. LI B
And senior SA National De- <+ " However, the Renamo leader

fence Force officers expressed
grave concern that the Mozambi-
can defenee force (FADM) —
numbering only about 12500 —
would,not be able to deal “with a

- deterioration in the security situ-

ation”,  a
g‘[any weapons caches from

L T

A

- 8aid yesterday the rebels would
-not return to war. .

+ 'Col van Wyk said South African

- military intervention in Mozam-

bique could neot be ruled out but
would only oceur with United

- Nations Security Council appro-

val. — Sapa-AFP, Own Corre-
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Dhlakama pressured into climbdov/n
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MAPUTO — Mozambique’s
| former rebel leader has
4| called off a boycott of the
country’s first free elections
and cast his vote, bringing
hope of a successful end to
the, peace process as offl-
cials extended the poll

““Renamo does not want to
sabotage the elections and I
call en all our supporters to
vote,” Afonso Dhlakama said

“Today 1s a festival for NMo-
zambique,” he added

The National Elections Com-
mission later stated that voting
would continue for a third day
today, but did not directly re-
fer to a call Mr Dhlakama
made for an extension and for
a fraud mqury before the end
of the election

|  “My victory lies in that there
are.elections 1In Mozambique,”
| Mr Dhlakama said when he
cast his vote here as repofts
across the country said Mo-
zamhbicans were still flocking
to polling stations

“Mr Dhlakama’s decision has
lifted a shadow,” sard Aldo
Ajello, head of the UN opera-
tion 1In Mozambique
| “Mozambique can enjoy a
great festival of democracy ™

The “41-year-old bush war-
rior, the main rival in the pres-
| 1dential race to the incumbent

______-_-————-—l——'l—'_‘——_

——

Weekend Argu}s, O

alled ‘ sz£ﬂﬁ&2‘”l0 ¢

M Voting in Mozambique’s general election was
extended by a day after the Renamo opposition called

off its boycott.

head of state and Frelimo chief
Joaquim Chissano, had an-
nounced the boycott on Thurs-
day

“] don’t want to have io ac-
cept a false result, because I
don't want a false president,”
Mr Dhlakama said then, caus-
ing consternation here and
abroad.

He changed his mind after
talks with Mr Ajello and am-
bassadors from Portugal, the
United States, France, Britain,
Germany and Italy, who jomntly
form the Supervision and Con-
trol Commussion (CSC} oversee-
mg the poll

Mr Dhlakama said he was
“yery satisfied” with a docu-
ment signed by the CSC, which
“recognises that the National
Elections Commussion has not
been capable of providing sat-
isfactory answers to the objec-
tions raised by Renamo”

The statement said the CSC
“will make every effort to ex-
amine the complamts i thor-
ough fashion before the end of
the vote”, and commended Mr
Dhlakama for his change of
heart “in spite of the reserva-
tions expressed 1n the past few
days”

e i

“Flections are a very ner-
vous time,” said British envoy
Richard Edis

“J think Mr Dhlakama
changed his mnd after natural
reflection and after receiving
many messages from the mnter-
national ecommunity urging
him to jomn the voting”

The mam opposition leader's
decision was also welcomed by
Mozambique’s 10 southern and
eastern African partners in the
Frontline States group, Cur-
rently chaired by Zimbabwean
president Robert Mugabe

In a statement the Frontline
States, which have assumed a
regional peacekeeping role,
said Mr Dhlakama changed s
mind “following a lengthy tele-
phone conversation on Thurs-
day” with Mr Mugabe

Renamo was apparently hu-
mialiated on Tuesday by 1mplic-
1t Frontline backing for Fre-
L1mo — which Zimbabwean
troops supported during their
16-year civil war — when the
group called Mr Dhlakama and
Mr Chissano to a summit and
warned of possible muilitary n-
tervention 1 the event of trou-
ble — Sapa-AFP

Picture, page 4
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MAPUTO - Incumbent Pres:-
dent Joaquim Chissano took a
substantial lead 1n early unoffi-
cial results from Mozambique's
first multi-party elections, the
state-owned news agency said
yesterday.

The Mozambique news agency said
Mr Chissano had received 36 348 votes
to 4 444 for his rival, Renamo opposl-
tion leader Mr Afonso Dhlakama, as
vote-counting after the three-day bal-
lot got under way

Mr Chissano’s Frelimo party also
held a substantial lead over Renamo,
at 19567 to 3 816

No returns have been reported so
far from Renamo strongholds 1n cen-
tral provinces As expected, the other
12 parties and 10 presidential candi-
dates recewved few votes

Officials have said they expect the
counting of votes from 7446 polling
stattons to take almost all of the two
weeks permitted under election laws

Earher Mr Chissano predicted the
former rebels opposing him n elee-
tions would accept defeat if they lost,
and resist the temptation to return to
violence -t

Speaking on Saturday, the last poll-
g day of the nation’s elections, Mr
Chissano said Mr Dhlakama “has nei-
ther the moral nor material condi-
tions, nor encugh internal or externzl
sapport to go back to war”
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He said Mr Dhlakama, ﬂw% 1S £x-
pected to lose the vote, “will try to -
Justify the defeat claiming frand or o . et ol
other excuses, but in the end I assume : B __ N
he will conform with the results” ,. ._._,

With pollsters predicting re-elec-
tion for Mr Chissano, the country’s
electoral commission estimated voter
turnout at about 90% of the 6,4 milhon
people registered to vote. .

Mr Dhlakama called a snap boycott
on the first day of voting, alleging
election fraud, and only agreed to join
polling on Friday i.p

“Renamo were trying to find argu-
ments fo justify the bad resulis they
expect,” Mr Chissano said .

He said should Mr Dhlakama reject
an election defeat and turn to vio-
lence, he ‘“i1s sure the people would

' resist” . -t

“The Southern African states would
never condone any violence They

would take appropriate measures to
avold war here, because peace 1n
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nO_._Z._._zn....".___ .. The presiding officer at a polling station in the Reed City township outside Maputo reads out the ballots
' yesterday as vote counting began in Mozambique after the country’s first multi-party elections, which ended on Saturday.
The first official results are expected in about two weeks. Electoral commussion officials estimate the voter turnout at about

Mozambique means peace for the re- 30%. . Plcture. AP
gon,” Mr Chissano said - | " _

“If the sitnation deteriorates, we
will not wait for UN forces to come n !
We will take measures at hand nearby "
to prevent any escalation of war™

Mozambique’s National Electoral »
Commission estimated that 90% of the

6.4 mllion voters cast their ballots —
Sapa-AFP-Reuter
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despite Renamo crying foul over fraud:

A S8 »ruto— Vote-countingin suits mught not be known for twe weeks
S8 Bh&Y Mozambique's  first  Fears of a return to war emerged when
PHRTONEE multparty clections was Dhlakama cned fraud just hours before poils
?‘-i @ under way yesterday after  opened on Thursday and called on hus sup-
& LY B8 officials reported a 90  porters to boycolt the election
pexcent turnout among the Southern Af- Thas sent tremors through southern Afnica,
rican country’s 6,4 million voters whose leaders feared a repeat of the situation

Fears th