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PORTN. _.T has put the
blame -of the- polluted Cape
Town ‘harbour squarely on

the city of Cape Town itself,

saying at least 85 percent of
the surface pollution in the
harbour comes from the

city -and,not from ships.
This is.the next chapter in the
ongoing saga between the Roy-
al Cape Yacht Club and Purt-
net on the state of pollution in
the harbuur

Earlier, Captain Peter Moon of
Royal Cape s general commit-
tee said until the handling of
rubblsha throughout the port,
the dumping of infill in the Ben
Schoeman dock and the high
level of oil spills in the port
were setiously tackled by port
authorities, they would not bhe
able to ,Cope with pollution.
Referrmg to the level of pollu-
tion in the harbour Captain
Moon said: “...you can’t dip
mult1m1llmn dullar yachts in
that muck

In a lettEr tﬂ Weekend Argus,
new ‘port captain John Woo-
dend said he found Captain
Moon’s comments severe in the
extreme: “At the Royal Cape
Yacht Club I could see many
rusty cans and bottles on the
seahed at the yacht moorings
outsidé’’the ciub at at least a
2Y2-métre depth.

“There” ‘were schools of small

month ago Cape Town
Port officials proudly
announced that anti-
pollution measures had
ensured Cape Town
had one of the cleanest
harbours in the coun-
try. But a couple of ol
spills later and an in-
crease in surface pollu-
tion now has the new
port captain blaming
the city itself for the
polluted state of the
harbour.

WILLEM STEENKAMP
Weeker‘ld Argus Reporter

fish swimming between the
surface and the cans, which
meant that the seawater col-
umn was clean. Thus the sea-
water itself is not muck.”
Captain Woodend said Captain
Moon must have been referring
to surface pollution.

Captain Woodend said: “From
personal observation I state
categorically that at least 85

percent of the surface pollution

in the harbour comes from the
city of Cape Town and not
from ships using the harbour.”

———
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B Just more than a Weekend Argus was

taken on a guided tour by port
officials about a month ago to
see first-hand how clean Cape
Town harbour was.

At the time Floris Coetzee, pnl~
lution and environmental con-
trol officer in the harbour,
poinfed out huge nets that pad
been placed over the storm-
water outlets in the harhour
Mr Coetzee said these nets had
led to a great 1mprnvement
preventing most of the flofsam
and jetsam of the city from en-
tering the harbour through
stormwater drains. Officials
believed that new anti-pollu-
tion measures had ensured that
Cape Town harbour was one of
the cleanest in southern Africa.
In regard {o oilspills Captain
Woodend admitted that there
had been a number of recent
minor spills which he hoped
would be something of the past
as soon as the replacement of
bunker lines in the harbour was
complete.

“I mamtam however, that
more oil enters the harbqur by
way of stormwater drains from
the drivers who change the oil
in their cars and pour the oil
down:stormwater drains as the
easiest place to get- rid of it.
“The rains come and where
does it end up? In the harbour
— and fingers are lmmedmtely
pointed at shlps
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B Twin-hulled anti-poliution vessels
used with great success in various
overseas harbours, may be the
answer to Cape Town’s harbour

pellution problems, reports WILLEM
STEENKAMP of Weekend Argus.

L

POLLUTION problems in Cape Town harbour may soon be orTo Loyl ¢ Gl EEel R

a thing of the past if a tender for a state-of-the-art anti- & 2%~ - (i e |

pollution vessel is accepted by Saldanha authorities, sy AR T el S B __ .
Captain John Woodend, formerly of Saldanha and now new Port a8 nT el 2 SN ; 25 .

Captain of Cape Town, said he recently went overseas to investi- & gl N ¥ |

gate anti-pollution vessels in use in m__wa_umm:nc::imm. _

“l looked at the British, Finnish and Danish anti-pollution ves-

sels. They are all very similar, using twin-hulled vessels to skim
oil and rubbish from the water into a container in the stern. It
works very effectively.”

Saldanha is considering acquiring one of these vessels and vari-
Ous overseas companies have been asked to tender.

"Because the vessel is quite small, it can easily be shuttled on
the back of a truck between Saldanha and Cape Town, to use the

same vessel o clean both harbours,” said Captain Woodend. “We
feel sure it will solve pollution problems.”

Ironically, as long ago as 1985 a German inventor, Dietrich
Sobinger arrived from Germany to try to persuade harbour
authorities to use his twin-hulled anti-pollution catamaran to
clean up pollution in local harbours.

According to Mr Sobinger’s South African representative, Daan

Ribbens, Mr Sobinger never received replies from the various . -
authorities. R ie e

| Sl Y ) WSO eIRaRTn P EERhIe R Tah e R\
Originally, Eskom had called for tenders in 1985 in the hope of © ~ "1 /i S LIS Gonspaes e T Wﬂ%w%ﬁ? SR e il
combatting possible oil pollution at the Koeberg Power Station. 38 BEE T By ; :
Mr Sobinger arrived in South Africa to hand in his tender. |
He also approached the.port authorities of Cape Town, the

Department of Transport in Pretoria and a high-ranking railways
‘and harbours official.

“After months Eskom advised that they were not proceeding

with their tender, and no definite answer could he obtained from
port authorities,” said Mr Ribbens.
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.| | Mr Sobinger intends tendering again to supply the German- f«.ﬁ; . Sk % .ﬁ
POLLUTION BEATER: An anti-pollution vessel similar to this German model Emmw cm_mﬁﬁwmwm_w%wwm“ _Mcmmww%mﬂmm_m%%%m%_mnwm“wﬁ Europe S R
could soon be operating in the Cape ._.Ou.ﬂz and Saldanha harbours to clear UD  and is currently negotiating with various other countries which SKIMMED OIL: This ishow the twin-hulled anti-pollution vessel skims oil from
_ ___ pollution. - are keen to obtain the vessels. the surface. Oil anj rubbish is dumped intc the back of the vessel.
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Bottles to

‘be dumped

By MELANIE GOSLING

HUNDREDS of thousands of wine bottles previous-
ly returnable for re-use are now being dumped after
I Stellenbosch Farmers’ Winery stopped using recy-
cled bottles for their corked wines.

One national liquor store chain said there was
considerable confusion and customers had become
| angry when bottle stores would accept only certain

wine bottles, and not those of SFW.

It had therefore been decided not to accept any
wine bottles at all.

Area manager of Liqunr Town, Mr Pieter Naude,
said yesterday: “There was chaos. The customers
did not understand why some wihe bottles were
returnable and others not.”

Mr Len Heydenrych, owner of Cape Bottle Wash,
which buys empty bottles and washes and sells them
to the liquor industry, said SFW’s bottles had made
up between 18% and 20% of all returnahble hottles.

Market share
“We were told that SFW had lost 9% of the market
| f‘l;harle which was blamed on the quality of re-used
otfles,

“So they decided to stop using second-hand bot-
tles to try to recover their market share.

“In fact 1t is impossible to tell that a hottle has
been re-used. Most of the big wine estates use
second-hand bottles,” he said.

He said Ecobott, a recycling company that was
hqmdated last year, washed and resold 1,2 million
empties in one month last vear. About 200 000 of
these had been SFW boftles.

A spokeswoman for the Cape Recyeling Netwnrk
Ms Barbara Jenman, expressed “dmappmntment"
that SFW had decided to buy new bottles 1nstead of
using returnable bottles.

® The Cape Times was told yesterday that no one
at SFW could comment as all those who were per-

I mitted to Speak to the press were on leave
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WALLOWING IN MUCK: Trawlers float on a sea of filth after heavy rains flushed the stormwater system into Cape Tow

bour. In the background the nets placed across the stormwater outlets groan un
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What a mess as rain
flushes muck into
Cape Town harg_ou

ROGER FRIEDMAN, Staff Hepﬁ‘e? | "‘f’ 'm‘
CAPE Town harbour is awash with a thick layer

of muck washed from the city's stormwater sys-
tem after the first heavy rains in months.

Port captain John Woodend has called for an ur-
gent meeting- to solve what has become a major
headache for the city. |

Backing Captain Woodend’s call are the Royal
Cape Yacht Club, the city council, the Cape Town
Olympic Bid Committee and Captour.

Captour chief Gordon Oliver warned today a
showdown was looming at the next city council
works and atilities meeting January 20 unless the
city came up with a “proper waste management
plan”. . = ,

The city's stormwater drains empty .into the
harbour and after yesterday’s rain B-berth is a sea
of oily plastic, polystyrene, tennis balls, pine-nee-
dles and other filth. - .

The nets across the stormwater outlets groaned
‘under. the weight of debris.

The City:Council, port authority and yacht club
have been at loggerheads over the filthy harbour,

The council said it was doing what it could; the
vacht club-blamed the council, port authorities and
a bunker oil supply company; and, the port said
the mess was largely windblown litter and empty-
ing stormwater.drains. - |

Mr Oliver said: “In fairness to the city, it is the
citizens who are causing the litter. But the cleans-
ing ‘braneh. is:not coping. N |

“The e¢ouncil needs a full investigaticn into and
commitment to splving the problem.”

“Captain Woodend said the rain “confirmedmy
suspicidns (about the origin of the dirt) ... the
amount of stuff that came down is phenomenal”.

City engineer Arthur Clayton said the city was

conducting a major campaign to reduce litfer.

L I

o .




DAVID YUTAR Stait Reporter
IF you-can cork it, you can re-
cycle it.

" That’s the message from the
Western Cape’s burgeoning
used bottle industry.

Rumeours that recycling of
wine-bottles has been discon-
tinued are without foundation,
say spokesmen for the indus-
try. .

One can still get between 15¢
and 20c for a used wine bottle,
with some of the more unusual
i bottles fetching up to 3sc.

m

Wine bottles have value

Screw-top bottles tend to be
less valuable than their cork
counterparts.

South Africans still have a
ot to learn from overseas
when it comes to wine-bottle
recycling, according to an in-
dustry spokesman.

Paul Rocha has been in the
recycling business for a year.

Previously most bottle stores
paid customers betwen 1ac and
20c for cork wine bottles which
they passed on to a company
called Ecobott which washed

and sent them to winemakers

for re-use,

But Ecobott went into ligui-
dation in September .

Mr Rocha’s company has
stepped into the breach and has
contracts with bottle stores,
hotels, restaurants and individ-
uals to collect bottles en nmas-
se, paying on average 15c to
20c a bhottle.

According to Mr Rocha recy-
cling saves wine producers “a
lot of money” as new bottles
are three times as expensive as

used ones.

Mr Rochd says wine-bottle
recycling was a growing indus-
try, although South Africa was
still far behind the world.

“Recycling can save the
country a lot of money and is
bound to become more popu-
lar”, he says. .

To he re-used bottles must
be in “100 percent condition”
without seratches or blemishes.

“After the washing process

they have to come out looking
like new.”
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BRUSSELS. .— “A top’ European
Union official vowed yesterday
that leaders will net create a “For-
tress Europe” and he urged busi-
nessestio seize the new export op-
portunities opened by a world
trade agreement.

.

Leon Brittan, who représented -

the EU as trade commissioner in
the Uruguay Round negotiations,
said the trade deal by itself would
not guarantee prosperity, and he

called on business leaders to take

advantage of lower barriers to ex-
ports.

Speaking to the Centre for Euro-
pean Policy Studies, he said, “it 1s
of no small importance that the
first major strategic decision tak-
en by the European Union should
be in favour of lowering barriers
and freeing trade, a step thatl
should knock another nail into the
coffin of the Fortress Europe
myth.”

Brittan called for further mar-
ket-opening measures, but said
those would only be acceptable if
they are backed by a continued
strong, sustainable social welfare
system.

follow the example of the US car
parts industry, which has “active-
ly cultivated potential customers
in the Japanese market”.

Brittan said, “similar recogni-
tion needs to be more widespread
in other sectors, in Europe as well
as in the US”.

@ Meanwhile GATT director-
general Peter Sutherland met yes-
terday with top European Union
trade negotiators to pave the way
for the April signing of a global
trade accord and the establish-
ment of a world trade orgamisa-
tion.

The head of the General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade said he
was here to sew up the details of a

116-nation trade deal struck De-
cember 15.

“We are putting into shape the
agreement that was reached in De-
cember,” Sutherland said.

Arriving at EU headquarters,
Sutherland said he would spend

‘the day with the EU’s trade chief,

Sir Leon Brittan, and Agriculture
Commissioner Rene Steichen, The

two commissioners represented
the 12-nation trade bloc during
world trade talks that ended De-
cember 15.

He and EU trade negotiator
Hugo Paemen cited market access
as the main topic for discussion.

Sutherland said while the major
outlines were agreed to in Decem-
ber, bilateral meetings continue
between GATT members on the
finer points. Trading partners are
also free to add to the agreement,
but may not chisel away at prom-
ises already made. °

Sutherland also said he wanted
to work on plans for a future World
Trade Organisation, also agreed to
in the December 15 deal. The WTO
would take over from GATT as the
administrator of global trade deal-
ings. |

“There are enormous new- areas
of action” to be administered by
the WTO, he said, noting intellec-
tual property.

Sutherland said he hoped to

have the WTO operational by the

beginning of next year. — UPI,
Sapa-AP
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CLIVE SAWYER
Municipal Reporter

CITY engineer Arthur Clay-
ton says he can clean up

| Cape Town — if the couneil
agrees to a R2 million 13-
point prograrmme.,
Cleansing problems were
highlighted during the festive
season when Captour chief
‘Gordon Oliver added his voice
to complaints and again last
week when rain washed tons of
garbage through the storm wa-
ter system into the harbour.

In a report to the utilities
and works committee, Mr
Clayton said problems were
caused partly by delays in pro-
jects, including a late start to
the Clean CBD Campaign,
union opposition to rationalis-

lays in the containerisation
programme, and workers being
needed to cope with an “alarm-
Ing" increase in garden refuse.

Solutions scheduled for this,
year included containerising’
refuse collection from Wynberg
to Mowbray, a new garden re-

Ing cleansing operations, de-

fuse remnval system, and edu-
cating hawkers.

But widespread littering was
still a problem.
Causes included:

® Vagrants, who littered
during “informal recyeling” or
in search of food, usually after
hours. There had been a signifi-
cant increase in the number of

-unemployed and destitute peo-
~ ple in the central city.

® Transient informal traders

did not care about littering,
while the total number of trad-

ers operating during the past .

festive season was double that
of the previous year.

® ‘‘Belligerent” taxi opera-
tors who refused to co-operate.

® Rail commuters who
tossed litter from trains.

Mr Clayton said it was coun-
cil policy to containerise the
waste and have it removed by
the city council or a waste
company.

But this policy could not be
applied to street traders.

The strategy he proposed in-
cluded:

.R2 million clean-up
b111 for Cape Town?

Clty engmeer unvells 13- pomt
ALl 2o

gréglme

.Deplnymg 20 €Xtra super-
visors to improve productivity.

® Increasing the number of
street sweepers by 50, to 540.

® Increasing the number of
law enforcement officers as-
signed to combat litter to 15,

® Limiting the time set aside
for “‘dog problems” which at
present took up most time for
law enforcement officers.

@ Improving legislation and
by-laws.

@® Improving enforcement of
legislation.

@ Increasing co-ordination of
litter enforcement by all coun-
cil law enforcement officers.

® Encouragement by the as-
sociation of private organisa-
tions to take greater responsi-
bility for their waste, for
instance by recycling.

® Introduce a Tidy Town
Programme, as had been done
in other cities.

® The Businesses Amend-
ment Act had been promulgat-
ed and by-laws should provide
powers tn enable the city coun-
cil to manage informal trading.




- Observatory’s streets
“covered in rubbish’

- WIND, dogs, vagrants and residents putting their
' refuse out on the wrong day all contribute to Obser-
vatory’s litter problem. -

“Plastics are by far the worst,” said Karen
Brooks, a member of the Observatory Civie Associa-
tion’s executive committee. She said she regularly
received letters of complaint from residents and
business owners about the state of the streets.

Weekends were particularly bad as some resi-
dents put out refuse on a Friday, so that by Monday
1t was liberally spread all over the stireet. House-
hold refuse collections take place above Lower
Main Road on Tuesdays and Fridays and below.

Lower Main Road on Mixﬁfs and Thursdays.
Builders’ rubble St TZO"HL"
“Despite the regular refuse collections, littering
remains a problem which will only be solved
through educating the public,” Ms Brooks said.
As Observatory’s older homes lend'themselves to
renovation, there was a problem with the dumping
of builders’ rubble, she said. “Because it is illegal
to dump rubble in a residential area people are
putting it out at night and paying vagrants to re-
move it in trolleys.” This is difficult to stop as law

enforcement officers have to catch people in the
~act to lay a charge. |
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der- | ment jn Johanneshurg yesterday that In- - ton between Inkathg'e poaiﬁug On nationa] | ¥
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Jacobs warns
abou nBture

CNviro g%}e
PRE'I%.‘{[;. — hie busi-

ness sector is likely to
have to operate in a less
friendly and inarket ori-
emntated policy environ-
ment, Japie Jacobs, Spe-
cial adviser to the
Minister of Finance,
said at the Northern
Transvaal Chamber of
Industries agm yester-
day,

“The policy frame-
work within which busi-
ness has been operating
will no doubt change, al-
though it is unlikely that
these changes wili be in-
troduced abruptly.

Anti-trugt

“Pronouncements on
the need to break up
conglomerates by using
anti-trust legislation, to
hationalise certain in-
dustries, to democratise
the management and
Ownership of corpora-
tions and to intervene in
the financial sector in
orderto channej finance
owards the proposed SO-
cio-economic pro-
grammes, certainly do
ot help to create 3 o}i.
mate in which the Pri-
vate sector can play a
leading role to improve:
SA’s growth perform- |
dnce over the longer
term.” )

The policies proposed
for the reconstruction
and 'develupment_ﬂf SA
tended to over-empha-
sise the role that govern-
ment-driven soeig-eco.-
Ilomic and job creation
Programmes could play
in improving long term
growth.

The economy, despite
the under-utilisation of
production capacity, did
not have the capacity to
absorb the ambitious
programmes being pro-
posed. — Sapa

b



T’
Own“ Correspondent (ﬁ )

| 1,0S ANGELES. — At least seven industrialised
nations support «environmental racism”, according
to leading international expert Dr Robert Bullard
of the University of California here.

“{Unequal interests and power arrangements have
allowed poisons of the rich to be offered as the
short-term remedies for the poverty of the poor,” Dr
Bullard told a meeting of the American Association
for the Advancement of Science yesterday.

He said that about 115 nations have appealed for a
complete ban on toxic waste exports.

«Nevertheless, a small but powerful minority of
heavily industrialised nations, the ‘sinister seven’
(Australia, Canada, Finland, Germany, Japan, Brit-

ain and the US) still oppose a ban.

 “Shipping hazardnusﬁ%ﬂ%iﬁx%i%g communi-

ties:to poor communities is not a soliifion 1o the

growing global waste problem. Not onl¥iis it immor-

al, Bt it should be illegal.” o
Dr.Bullard said that between 1986 and 1990, waste

traders tried to ship more than.163 million tons of

waste around the world. = "* *
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t , as areserve from which neigh.
- en - tained by owing hunters from sy bouring communiiies can haryesy ex-
tonal Park g likely to shug. Tounding settlements lo participate in CESS game and yge these on adjoining
der when the African Nat. Controlled culling ventyreg, land for Ccotourism projects that can
lonal Congress releases its latest docu- Future administratjon of nature benefit the COmmunitieg "

A new government should et cattle couniry’s nine reglons should haye name of the famoys Boer leader?

[ graze in SOme sectionsg of the reserye their own conservation bodies and, A recent paper by historian Jane
and replace its current guardian, the where 2PPropriate, thege local agen-  Carruthers shows that 5 Sophisticat.-
National pasrkq Board (NPB), with 4 cles could adminigter national parks ed myih wag Constructed by white
Smaller but more representative body, in accordance with infernationg] prin- nationalists - Particularly during the
53Ys aresearch Paper prepared by two CIples and 5 policy framework estab- yenrs of the pact government in the
Tesearchers for the ANC, | Nt 19205

Mindful that simgiar PToposals pro-  The Daper suggests the NPR be dis- —Suggesting that Pay) Kruger laid the
voked a furore iy Parliament apd the banded ang Teplaced by 5 ‘represen- foundations of the park while he wag
Press last year, the authors stregg tative angd fairly constituted” hogrg President of the Transvaal_RepubHcm

- their report js not Official policy. “There located in the Ministry of Environ- e late 19005,

Qr€ many options and Weare not mar- mental Affairg, a public Process, |
€cords show that Kruger wag
better known among his cg].

ried to any, We want to explore possi- whereby the body is elected along the
bilities ang Promote reasoned debate,” lines of the SABC board s Proposed, |

SAys researcher Louis uebenberg. “The purpose of this body ... is to for- cagues as a man who could
The Paper notes that ryrg black mujate National conservation Policy;  determjne Irom a single it of biltong

“We need 1o Teconsider the concept Status of Teporting directly to the hg €ad of livestock, he abolished cop
of ‘multi-uyge barks, in which land egt authority of the People, which ig trols on hunting SO that destityje
uses chasgrazmgandfarmjng © thecentral parliament » AImers could obtain f, ~— a poli

for cattle ( ally in drought years), Nature sy ulates that national parks S0 should the Statué and the Name
Uniing, utilisation of Medicinal mujsi pe conirolled by 4 Nationa]] be abolisheq?
Plants, wood for the Production of Te€Cognised author; 0 €nsure their ~Martin says the NPB is seng;.
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S]ﬁNi\lED .. TIhe shocked son of Mrs
~Fllomena de Jesus, Mr Antonio de Jesus

~{Heft)is comforted by a friend after his moth-

@Fwas killed when scaffolding from a build-
+mMg-in Darling Street blew on to the car in e
~which she was a passenger. RIGHT: More of .+ -

11111

the damaged scaffolding threatens to tear
wfree in the wind. | Pictures: ANNE LAING -~ =, .*
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By EUNICE RIDER

| A WOODSTOCK woman died in a

| freak accident when strong winds

§ ripped scaffolding from a city build-

: ing and blew it on to the roof of the car
in which she was sitting.

Mrs Filomena de Jésus, 52, of Bal-
_fuur Street, had severe head injuries.

| - Her son, Mr Manuel de Jesus, and
{ his wife, Mrs Sandra de Jesus, had
| parked their car beside the 0Old
[ Mutual Building at the corner of Plein
| and Darling streets and were about to

pull into the traffic when the scaffold-
| ing tore loose.

| Mrs De Jesus was in the back of the
 car.

| Her other son, Mr Antonio de Jesus,
| who works at Texies fish and chips
| shop across the road on Grand Parade,
'] heard the bang and ran out to find that

_' the scaffolding had smashed into the
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roof of the car and rear windscreen.

A civil engineer, who got to know the
family on his frequent visits to the fish
shop and was in the store, said he said
he had noticed the “dangerous” scaf-
folding two days before. He said not
enough consideration had been given
to the powerful winds that roared
down Darling Stireet.

Another car was also damaged.

As police and rescue workers cor-
doned off Darling Street and tried to
hold back curious onlookers,. further
pieces of scaffolding that had heen
swinging precariously in the strong
wind tore loose and landed close to
rescue vehicles.

Late last night safety workers were
tying up parts of the scaffolding. They
unclamped and removed pieces that
could not be secured. |

A spokesman for the restoration
company . could not be reached for
comment,
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fber’s report. |
: 1osical data for the water soared past
faecal coliform count 10

acceptable limits for the
g after the putfall pig}e broke in

‘and Mitchell's Plain.
" Most False Bay heaches between Kalk Bay and
safety standards,

"“Mitchell's Plain complied with
<aid city engineer Arthur Clayton.

---



Concern over lack
of black researchers

JOHN YELD, Environmant Repo .

1§ THIE low proportion of black researchiers and stu-
| dents amang South Africa’s envirohmental experts
| 18 cause for great concern, according to the Ioun-
{ dation for Research Development. | -

! The foundation, a parastatal body which sup-
| ports and channels government fundin for re-
| Search in sclence, engineering and techno 0gYy, has
I published a document on the country's environ-
1 mental sclence research infrastructurs. |
| 1 I notes that the government provided almost 80
| percent of the R560 million to R770 million spent
{ On environmental research in 1991 /99,

i The private sector provided 11,5 percent and
forelgn sources 8,9 percent.

- Of the total, about R344 million was allocated to
| agricultural research, followead Dy energ
| (R111 million), exploration of the sea, earth and at-
i maosphere g 44 mlillion), and water resources
| (R38 million). ) .
*  The smallest amount jRB million) was allogated
to-urban and rural deve opment.

{ Danny Walmsley, manager of the foundation’s

§ environmental programmes. and co-author 'ﬂ?f’the
t document, said South Africa’s environmentsl’ re-
| search expertise base consisted of about 12 000

professionals in 1991/92.

. "“The low tprﬁporttun of black researchers and |
students is of great concern,” he said.




MBY ANITA ALLEN
SCIENCE WRITER

Formal control of the much de-
bated Eastern Shores of Lake St
Lucia and the Dukuduku and
Umfolozi State forests has been
passed to the Natal Parks Board

(NPB) after many years of nego-
tiation. -

" The handovér of these lands i
well timed, following as it doeg

the recommendations of the re-
view panel appointed to advise
the Government on mining and
ecotourism Proposals, according

to an NPB statement.
-The NPB, at its initia] Ineeting

this year, decided to form a ligi-
S0n committee for the Greater  .th

St Lucig Wetland Park. This
committee will recejve technieal
and scientifi expertise from the

St Lucis,
Committee, which hag guided re-
search at St Lueis for 25 years,
The liaison ecommittee will be
chaired jointly by NPB chairman
Pat Goss and Professor Paul

Scientific Advisory

Action Group, ZEAL, and the
Tourism Association of Natgl
and KwaZulu.

.In addition, the NPB ig inviting
€ public in Natal to propose or-

gamsat:ions_ Or persons that

pertise which would kelp achieve |

the goals of the committee.

. "The new committee accords
fully with the spirit ang intent of
the recommendations of Judge

asset to our province and the
country,” the NPB statement
said.

B The Campaign for St Lucia is
hosting a congress titled St
Lucia: The Way Forward” on
February 19 and 20 at St Lucia.
The organisers point out that

the St Lucia issue is not yetre-

solved as the applj

mation.,
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Canadian international trade department deputy director R
environmental seminar In Johannesburg yestsrday.

A gy

on Davidson at the Safto/CSIR
Pleture: GARTH LUMLEY

LR ) 1

T

'EXPORTERS from Africa should not be

complacent about European environmen-
tal laws but make every effort to under-
stand them, Carnaud Metalbox environ-
mental affairs manager Geoffrey Levy
said yesterday.

He was speaking at a seminar in Pretor-
ia on the effects of environmental protec-
tion on exporters fro
Safto and the CSIR.

Levy said although environmental
directives set standards, it was up to indi-

vidual members to formulate their own
national policies in accordance. { 5o
For this reason, exporters someti

saw these “hidden barriers to international
trade” as market, rather than environmen-
tal, protection. Different standards and
levels of enforcement had affected the
packaging industry in particular, because
of a perception that it was environmental-
ly unfriendly.

"Kohler Packaging holding company Hol-
daing’ group affairs manager Clive Glover
said Kohler’s case study of fruit exporter
Unifruco showed manufacturers and pack-
aging companies needed to find their own
solutions. He cited as an example German

" packaging regulations placing the onus for

recycling and waste management on pack-

rica, hosted by

MARIANNE MERTEN

aging companies. - -
AECI group consultant Bob Fogel sald
environmental pressures had not wmﬂmﬂ.
harmed chemical exports. T
Glover predicted this could change, ¢y
especially in relation to products contain- .=
ing chlorine. In some European countries. ...
environmental pressures had raised costs. .
and impeded competitiveness, but SA had
an export advantage in the case of phog-~?
pheric acid. -
SA's motor industry had been forced to .
comply with international environmental "~
regulations when it looked for export mar-
keis in 1989. Catalytic converter manufac- -
turer Degussa’s MD Frank Kluge said this_

expansion proved to be a money spinner.

SA exported about 885 000 units or 1,5%
of world requirement. There was no local -
market because unleaded fuel would notbe -,

- 17T

1

available until 1995. LT
Canadian International Trade Depart-.. .

ment Deputy Director Ron Davidson told,

the seminar that the North American Free

Trade Agreement (Nafta) between the US, " -,
Canada and Mexico was an example of -
how an international trade agreement .

could include environmental protection. -
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Own Correspondent

I DURBAN. — A container of 160 bar-
rels of mercury waste is due to arrive
here on Monday, prompting the ANC
and environment watchdog group
Earthlife Africa to accuse the govern-
! ment of ignoring its own ban on the
importation of toxic waste by sanc-
tioning further shipments of mercury
waste to the Thor chemicals company
in Cato Ridge.

Stan Sangweni made the call yester-
day to:tyrn back the container which
is being shipped here by the Saf-
mariine Vessel Agulhas from Borden
Chemicals and Plastics in the United
States. :

Former environment minister Mr

l Gert Kotze announced in 1990 that his

<11

‘mercury shipment

ANC . environment spokesman Mr

toxic

NG

government had banned the imporia-
tion of hazardous wastes into South
Africa. |

However, the government subse-
quently sanctioned importation of
“spent chemicals” by Thor for recy-
cling on condition that the waste or-
ginated from Thor.

Three senior executives of the |

chemical company already face
charges of culpable homicide follow-
ing the death of former employee Mr
Peter Cele through suspected mercury
poisening.

Reacting in a brief statement yester-
day, Thor said next week’s shipment
was a “routine and unexceptional con-
signment’.

A spokesman also challenged state-
ments that the consignment be classi-
fied as “toxic” waste.




nvironmental protection may be an
impossible task for the future govern-
ment of South Africa, according to
Naas Steenkamp, president of the
Wildlife Society of Southern Africa, chairman
design...c of the Natlonal Parks Board, and a
former president of the Chamber of Mines.

Speaking at a conference on “Environmen-
tal protection: threats and opportunities for
exporiers from Africa™ at the CSIR confer-
ence centre in Pretoria, Steenkamp said that
political leaders might have the will to pro-
tect the environment, but he questioned
whether their supporters, whe were by and
large fighting for basic survival, held the en-
vironment as being paramount.

"Because of its political constituency and
the way the environment is handled in the
Interim Constitution, environmental protec-
tion for the future government may be impos-
sible,” Steenkawmnp said.

The main challenge facing exporters was
not sc much complying with legislation
abroad, but the lack of internationally
acceptable environmental protection in
South Africa. The “greon right’ 10 the consti-
tution =tvpped short of what many would
Nave liked, but was a lot better than nothing,
Steenkamp said. According to this, every-
body has the right to an environment that
i3 not detrimental to his or her health or
wellbeing.

“In the body of the Constitution, the sec-
tion 126 provision deals with concurrent
jurisdiction at the national and provineial
level. The provinces are given legislative
powers with Parliament prevailing in a mat-
ter that, to be performed effectively, requires
regulation ar co-ordination by uniform or
minimum norms and standards that apply
generally throughout the Republic,

“Uniform and minimum norms and stan-
dards are clearly necessary for the protec-
tion of the envirepment. However, the prov-
inces have jurisdiction over nature conserva-
tion {excluding national parks, national ho-
tanical gardens and marine resources) and
the environment.

“This means that all environmental mat-
ters must sooner or later devolve to provin-
clal level. The principle is sound, but the im-
plications are manifold and daunting.

“Earmarked for devolution are seil conser-
vation and agriculture; health services; hous-
ing; land use including planning, zoning and
development; environmental management of
roads; environmental impact assessments:
regional, urban and rural development; en-

has to have environmental protection legislation that meets
tnternational standards, reports Science Writer Anita Allen

— 1 or South African companies to enter the global market, the country

vironmental policy, policing, auditing and in-
formation systems; water usage and river
catchment plans in a systemn wiiere regions
do not use catchments as houndaries as was
sugrested by the Counci] for the Environ-
ment; waste menggement including toxic
waste; air poflution; and sustainable econom-
e growth. All of these often have profound
ehvironmental consequences.

“The new government,” Steenkamp added,
“may have ap impossible task under a frag-
mented provincial system and the devolution
of environmental protection to nine provinces
that may it some cases be ill-prepared and
short of staff with expertise.”

The challenge facing the new Government
was even more daunting given the past rec-
ord. The present Government, with strong
central control, could ngt put an environmen-
tal policy or an envirommental management
gystem in to effect. =

“The outgoing government missed a dee-
ade of opportunity, despite a support base
from its constituency and & good Department
of Enviromment Affairs, bolstered by the
Ccouncit for the Environment.

Hamstrung, powerless

“Both were hamstring and powerless due
to a lack of political will If a government

with all this eouldn't fly, what chance does
its suecessor have?" asked Steenkamp.

The political constituency of the future
government brings in dimensions previously
Jnissing, such as land claims and community
ibvolvement, he pointed out. “The will to pro-
vide environmental protection is fully evident
in the positions adopied by the political lead-
ers, but is it present in their constituencies?

“The fact is that concern for the environ-
ment is not part of the primary values of
people strugpling for swvival. To a person
who does not have food to eat, mining the
dunes means a job, so naturally he will vote
for mining,” he said, and quoted a journalist
who had written that we need to solve socio-
economic problems first before undertaking
environmental protection.

“But how long will that take and what will
happen to the environment in the process?
All of this points to the urgent need for a
national emvironmental protection agency,
along the lines of the US agency with all its
powers. This is the self-evident route to go if
we are to cope with ereeping degradation of
land and the destructive impact on the en-
vironment.”
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A matter of priorities . . . a future govemment may want to protect the environme
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such as Alexandra, who are struggling for basic survival, will have other primary values.

! .

nt, but voters in townships
PICTURE: SEAN WOODS
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JOHN YELD The “western greup” eensr.ets | aspeets ef the env:renment :
Environment Reporter of Malaysian environmental . “This mission is to make sure
ENVIRONMENTAL consid- 1awyer Meenakshi Raman, Ke- we re on the right track.” -
erations will feature promi- nyan-based Interna_tlenal De- - The environment featured as | E4:
{1 he ANC’ _velopment Research Centre of- :ope of the basic needs in the l _____ ¥
struction and devel arimul jrugmani, and -ANC’s reconstruction and de- | B 1%
and development general manager of Zimba- ' velopment programme and | f1°
programme during the next pwe’s Forestry Cemmlssmn would form ° P a very important
five yedrs, fUHDWHl“ the ar- Yemi Katerere, LS Ll part” of that prugramme Mr £
rival of an 1nternat10nal €Nn- ' They are aeeempamed by ‘Sokutu said. C
vironmental policy mission. ANC environmental desk head . ‘'we have shﬂute and I 1
The Canadian-funded mission Tami Sokutu and other officials thmk effectively, to ﬁ%ﬁé the | EX°
will develop policy options for from the ANC- -(osatu- SACP-. whole issue of e environment
‘the ANC, which is likely to Sanco alliance. i 2 aem and to ensure that we cannot i
. | dominate the new government They arrived mL“Cape Town' . ‘talk “about development with- D.g%
after April 27. after meeting communities in ".out talkmg abeut the enﬂren- | A

env1ronmental 1SS

O Internatmnal mlss10n to adv1se on pohcy

The mission, led by Canadian
environmentalist Lynne Whyte,
includes experts from Zimba-
bwe, Kenya, India, Malaysia
and Mezamblque

It is meeting community or-

the Richtersveld and. on. the .

West Coast. They also visited

the Vaalputs nuclear waste dis- s

posal site in Bushmantand and
Koeberg nuclear pewer statmn
earlier this week. o

e 4:*

|IANC gears to ta%!){le

q_

ment P iw' E © B

e"-t
" Ms Ramgn sald the greup
had formed o
nary unpressmns” and needed
. to study items such as the
ANC’s and governments envi-

“very prelimi- |
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At a press Cﬂﬂfﬂr@nﬂﬂ E;EStﬁE" £ ronmental policy dociiments
day, Mr Sokutu said the envi-'% and the interim constitution |

ronment had not featured s.elesely before making a final
prominently in ANC policy pre- . . “report by the end of March.

ganisations, interest groups,
non-government organisations
and government officials — in-
cluding representatives of the
Department of Environment

Affairs and the National Parks
Board.

The mission has split into
two groups, one each for the
eastern and western sectors of
the country.

viously “for understandable hlS

torical reasons”. ..

“But recently we've been
giving increasing attention to -
environmental matters. This is
not our first initiative and a lot
of work has gone into different

i § "But there appeared to be “se-
rious problems” which included

piecemeal legislation and frag- |

mented admlmstratwe strue-

t'llI'ES e .,J; -

(News hy J Yeld, 122 St Geerges Mall Cape
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‘ers 1n retrenchment row Farmer conv1cte*

last month for 12 workers re- on February 12 was unsuccess- | Supreme Court’ Heperter oatt

trenched after the closure of ful in resolving the dispute be- | A FARMER who shot at three e€df
> Wheelers restaurant. cause management was not | trespassers, killing one, has 14
! ' prepared to consult on issues | heen convicted of eulpable (or,
. The Long Street hotel had of- which led to the retrench- | homiicide. hm—
, fered a week’s pay for every Gary Smith, 25, ef W:llemerus pee

year worked, with a ceiling of
10 years — not two weeks’ pay,

as previously reported. It had

ments, but conily on severance
pay.” ...

S

Hotel eperatlens manager

farm, Braekenfell was charged
at Cape Town Supreme Court

with- murdering Lindsay Luyt

af

also offered to pay two weeks’ F M Galland said Wheelers | and attempting to murder Wil- tw;t
2 notice. closed because it was not via- | lem Grootboom last April. All
d ’ _ ble. The retrenched staff had | Mr Justice Ceuper cleared wh
y Ms Gantsho said: “Mediation all worked in the restaurant him yesterda}' of murder and acr

.
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over Rietvlei

THE future‘of the Rietv-
lei reserve, one of the
last remaining undeve-
loped wetlands in the
Woestern Cape, is hang-
ing in the balance be-
cause a major housing
development planned

for a portion of land

ownhed by Transnet
may soon get the green
light.

The fate of the wet-
land is now in the
hands of the Adminis-
trator of the Cape, Mr
Kobus Meiring, who
wil]l decide soon
whether to allow
Milnerton municipality
to expropriate the land
owned by Transnet.

If he refuses, ad-
vanced plans for a 350-
unit housing develop-
ment by property giant

| By EVE VOSLOO I

Equikor could go ahead.
On January 31, Milner-
ton municipality sent
comprehensive docu-
mentation to the admin-
istrator supporting its
attempt to expropriate
Transnet’s land. It is un-
derstood that the admin-
istrator also received
letters from environ-
mental groups and other
bodies supporting the
expropriation.

Transnet lodged an ob-
jection with the adminis-
trator after Milnerton
served the expropri-
ation order on them in
March 1993.

The dispute over the
land, which began in
1989, was brought to a
head by an investigation
by property giant Equi-

kor into the possibility
of developing the por-
tion of land owned by
Transnet. This was done
at the invitation pf
Transnet. §

The compa as
spent more than R80 000
on various investiga-
tions, including one by
the Cape Town Environ-
mental Evaluation Unitt.
According to a source in
Milnerton, who - asked
not to be named, Equi-
kor’s plans for the devel-
opment are at an ad-
vanced stage.

“The plan is to build
350 housing units on the
north shore of Rietvlei,”
the source said.

“As the land is below
the 150-vear flood level,
part of the plan is to fill
the area to raise it about
one metre above that
level. We helieve Lhis
will have disastrous con-

il kil W

sequences for the wet-
land as it will cut off wa-
terways and sericusly
damage the eco-system.”

In August 1992 oil
giant Caltex donated a
huge part of Rietvlei, for
which it had paid
R723 000, to Milnerton
municipality for the wet-
lands reserve.

The portion owned by
Transnet is almost com-
pletely surrounded by
the area donated by Cal-
tex.

Negotiations to buy it
began in 1989. Milnerton
municipality had the
land independently val-
ued at R600000 and
offered to buy it from,
Transnet at this price,

However, Transnet
has it on its books at a
value of R32 million. |
Miinerton c¢laims that
this includes the cost of |
dredging earth from the |
bottom of the land for {
the Cape Town harbour |
development, which it |
believes should have |
been dehited to the har-
pbour, as it falsely in-
flates the price of the
property.

At that time Dr Flip

' Coetzee of Propnet, a

division of Transnet,
said the corporation still

- used the area as a “bor- |

row pit for reclamation
material”, |
- He said he had ap-
pointed Equikor fo in-
vestigate the land’s de-
velopment potential as

-he was unfamiiiar with
~the property market in.

Cape Town and.eould {
‘not just write R32 mil-"

|ifon off'the bookss. "

Steps
At this stage negotia-
tions between Transnet
and Milnerton Munici-
pality broke down and
the municipality began
steps to expropriate the

property.

Dr Coetzee has since
left Propnet. A spokes-
man  for the company
said yesterday that no-
one had yet been ap-
pointed in his place and
there was no-one who
could comment on the
latest development, -

Attempts to contact Mr
Ian Hirschson, the MD of
Equikor, weré-unsuc-
cessful. I

Members of Milnerton
muncipality said they
would not comment until
Wednesday, when the
municipality will hold a

“press conference to

make publice its views on
the issue.




Environmental safety a priority
SA MAWACTURERS would have toen- . [*

sure. the. environmenta
“of their produc
& successfully in

1 and occupational
safety ts if they were 10
the global market,
said on Friday.
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duct to

also had to make sure
disposed of safely, the

T KATHRYN STRACHAN

consultants said. BB

The new Mercedes-Benz telev sion ad-
vert which promised that the company
would dispose of the car after 30 years was
an indication of the new environmental
thinking which South Af‘:icani ould have
to get used to. 212 gi

While there were many guidélines In
place, local Jegislation was t00 limited to
ensure that standards were maintained.

However, the new Occupational Health
and Safety Act was the first to lay down
strict regulations for companies. |

The Act, which was passed last month,
‘was groundbreaking as it gave workers the
right to know the potential hazards of the
substances they were dealing with. Under
the legislation workers could also refuse to
work in a certain environment if they sus- |
pected that It could be hazardous.




- Protest stops import

Own Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG., —. Thor Chemicals
stopped a container of hazardous mate-
rial from the US yesterday and said it
would hold all future shipments after
pressure from environmental organisa-
tions and the ANC.

A Thor Chemicals’s spokesman con-
firmed the company would not take pos-
session of the cargo which docked yester-
day, even though it had legal ownership.

m_

"~ “Borden Chemicals has agreed to take
it back and arrangements are being made
to send it back straight away.”

The decision to sent back the routine
shipment of depleted catalysts was taken
because the controversy had ‘“lowered
staff morale and taken up much manage-
ment time”. Thor was now waiting for
clarification from authorities which had
previously allowed the shipment, he said.

Demonstrators earlier picketed out-

—_ J—
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CT22 1hyv D

side Thor’s Cato Ridge ¥ ory yesterday
to protest against the importation of the
shipment.

An Environment Affairs department of-
ficial said South Africa allowed the im-
bort of hazardous material as long as it

was not for disposal in the country. The {

definition of hazardous material was
problematic as some considered mercury

a hazardous waste while Thor reused it,
he said.

I
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‘Co mmunity’

By BARRY STREEK

THE ANC has appointed a commission of experts
to recommend a new approach to environmental
policies, and plans a strong emphasis on commun-
ity involvement.

“Environment is not about elephants. It is about
people,” Ms Meenakshi Raman, a member of the
commission and an environmentalist lawyer from
Malaysia, said at a press conference yesterday.

The Canadian-financed commission began a two-
week fact-finding investigation on Monday, and its

draft report will be released at the end of March.

The head of the ANC’s environment desk, Mr
Thami Sokutu, said reconstruction and develop-
ment could not be separate from environmental
considerations. |

The environment had suffered because of the
policies of apartheid, but now that the ANC was
about fo become the government, international
expertise was needed.

The commission was meeting with community
organisations, environmental bodies and govern-

T _——————— .

plan for environment

ment departments before it drew up its wm?EEmsm.

dations.

Ms Raman said the commission would comment
on proposed constitutional arrangements, inciud-
ing the proposed creation of a national environ-
mental department and nine provincial environ-
menfal departments.

The commission felt that up until now, environ-
mental issues in South Africa had involved wildlife
and nature conservatiog, but did not involve the

people concerned. H\UN. CT .NW
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| By MELANIE GOSLING
CAPE Administrator Mr Kobus Meilring
has been called on to support municipal
attempts to incorporate the Rietvlel Wet-
land Reserve — earmarked for develop-
ment — into one of the country’s last un-
spoilt wetland estuaries.

At a press conference called by the
Milnerton municipality yesterday, coun-
cillor Mr Willem van Staden said the fate
of the land, which belongs to Transnet,
was now in Mr Meiring’s hands.

He said Milnerton municipality had
tried tg, expropriate Transnet’s 155ha of

cg*(z)tﬁ 2|9

land,”™w forms part of the sens%e
Rietviei wetlands, but Transnet had ob-
jected. Mr Meiring will decide “soon”
whether to allow the expropriation or not,
Mr Van Staden said.

A draft report on Rietvlei, commis-
sioned by the Milnerton municipality, the
South African Nature Foundation and
Caltex, described the land as of the “high-
est conservation importance” and **strong-
Iy recommends” it should be incorporated
into the reserve.

Mr Van Staden said: “Council is of the
opinion that the proposed development 1s

ve wetlands

contrary to the statutory 1988 guidelines
for the Cape Metropolitan Area and would
have numerous negative effects.”

He added that public access to Rietvlel
would be severely restricted and traffic
problems in Pentz Drive would be com-
pounded. - |

Mr Van Staden said the council believed
Transnet did not have a right to claim
compensation for loss of developinent po-
tential.

“Transnet used public money to acquire
the land for dredging purposes. These pur-
poses have now lapsed,” he said.
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| Meirl@ delays
JOHN YELD
Environment Reporter

whether Milnerton municipal-
ity will be allowed to expropri-

| ate Transnet’s two Rietvlei
properties before a full envi-
l ronmental impact report is

available, Administrator Kobus
Meiring' said today.
Milnerton mayor Danie
Krynauw sald earlier this week
that he believed Mr. Meiring’s
lecision on the 166 hectares,
vhich: the council says are an
ssential part of the new Riet-

t NO decision will be taken on

/(.:} cision on Rletvlel land

reserve, was immi-
nent.

Property developer Equikor,

on behalf of Transnet, has pro-

posed building about 350 houses
on the northern edge of the
property, with the rest of the
land going to the reserve,

A spokesman for Mr Meiring

said the opposing parties were

being informed that no decision
would be taken until the Pro-
vincial Administration had
studied an environmental im-
pact report.

Last year, Equikor commis-

~court by Transnet and Milner-

sioned the University of Cape
Town Environmental Evalua-
tion Unit to do an impaet re-
port but cancelled the coniract
halfway through when Miliner-

ton issued an exprnpnatmn no-
tice,.

The notice was subsequently
successfully challenged in

ton has now applied to Mr
Meiring for permission’ to ex-
propriate.

Equikor chief Iain Hirschon

said today he would contact Mr
Meiring for eclarity



ff] nvironmental issues ‘key
in ANC pollcgrg .

| element ’

l JOHN YELD

Environment Reporter

A POWERFUL commission to
monitor and review all poli-
cies affecting the environment
is a key element of African
National Congress policy, Uni-
versity of Cape Town students
have been told.

During a symposium called
| Green politics — what hap-
pens after April 27?7 organ-
ised by the UCT Geographical
| Snc1ety this week, ANC repre-
sentative Merle Sowman smd
.the commission would be lo-
| cated at the Staté President’s
office and would have a key
review function {o ensure

andipractmes
The ANC would also estab

ened” Department of the Envi-
| ronment and Sustainable
Development that would have
a planning and developmental

_L-msuunﬂ environmental lelClES*-

lisk* a “very much strength-

W

role, and an inter-departmen-
tal planmng committee.

ANC policy also included
the estabhshment of a national
environmental inspectorate,
Ms Sowman said.

“One of the fundamental
weaknesses has been a lack of
enforcement and control.”

Democratic Party spokes-
man Keith Gurney said it was
common cause among politi-
cal parties that the quality of
life of all South Africans had
to be improved.

Environmental issues could

‘not be viewed in isolation and

affected other areds such as
the need for housing.

The cost of implementing

social uphftment programmes .

would require an economic
growth rate of between five
and 10 percent.

“We need to make sure the
environment doesn’t become a
casualty,” he said.

National Party candidate

the last 30 years is frightening

Harr&ﬂley sald the burgenn—
ing upulatmn was “a major
prﬂblem

He was also deeply worried
about the state of the Cape
Peninsula and the spread of
alien vegetation.

“What has happened over

. we really need to do some-
thing seriously.”

Although the interim consti-
tution was not perfect, it con-
tained an important environ-
mental clause which, Mr
Dilley believed, would help the
country “tremendously”.

Symposium chairman John
Raimondo said 12 political
parties had been invited to
take part in the debate but
only five had replied.

One of the five — the In-
katha Freedom Party — later
withdrew “but has sent sup-
porters to watch”, said’ Dr

Raimondo.

(Report by J Yeld, 122 St George's Mall
Cape Town,.




IT could be argued from a
conservation perspective that
hunting should be promoted
over tourism, Cape Adminis-
trator Mr Kobus Meiring told
a congress today.

Delivering the opening address
at the World Congress of the In-
ternational Councii for Game and
Wildlife Conservation in Cape
Town, Mr Meiring said that while
he was not a hunter, he support-
ed hunting as a conservation tool.

Tourists could do more damage.

than hunters because of their
greater numbers and more im-
portantly, sport hunting was
more profitable than tourism.

“A lucrative hunting industry
can exist with a limited capital
investment, without large hotels
and good roads,” Mr Meiring
said.

“A hunter also spends more
money than the average tourist.
Hunters have to purchase
licences, employ a professional

‘Brings in

more than

tourism’

guide, and are mostly environ-
mentally concerned.”

He said the introduction and
enforcement of legislation in the
professional hunting industry
had effectively raised standards.

It was imperative that the game
farming and hunting industries
become as self-sufficient as pos-
sible, not only to continue sSup-
plying demand, but to also capi-
talise on the tourism boom that
was in store for the country.

Mr Meiring said South Africa
was experiencing serious growth

T T——

problems typical of a developing
and changing society.

“The challenges presented by
the new South Africa, especially
in government institutions, is to
not only develop our society po-
litically, but also to utilise and
realise the full potential of its
human and economic resources,”
he said.

Ecotourism, including hunting,
was one of the most important
resources to generate work and
income.

Meanwhile, the Rhino and Ele-
phant Foundation called for the
resumption of trade in white
rhino horn.

Foundation president Mr Clive
Walker told the congress the de-
horning of rhino had not succeed-
ed in stemming the decline of the
animals, as poachers continued
to shoot them for the small piece
of horn that remained.

Delegates from all over the

world are attending the congress.
- Sapa
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| M BY ANITA ALLEN
SCIENCE WRITER

National Water Week, which in-
| cludes World, Water Day on
March 22, will be launched offi-
cially in AleXandra this week-
end, and numerous other activi-
| ties will be taking place through-
out the country.

The ceremony on Saturday in
Alexandra marks the “excellent
co-operation” between the De-
partment of Water Affairs and
Forestry (DWAF), Work to Win
and the 11 municipalities in-
volved in the clean-up of the
Jukskei River, one of the most
potluted rivers in the country,
according to a DWAF statement.

Minister of Environment Af-
fairs and Water Affairs Japie
van Wyk will hand over 28
| waste-collecting skips and newly
erected ablution blocks to the
community of Alexandra.

Other events have been
planned, including an open invi-
tation to residents of Bedford-
| view to a clean-up of the Jukskei
where it runs through the town.
Derek Day, head of the parks de-
{ partment, can be contacted at
455-1610 for details.

In addition, an open invitation
has been extended to join the
congregation of the New Apostol-
ic Church in their clean-up oper-
ation. It will start at 9am from
the corner of Cook and Terrace
avenues, Edenvale, and will end
| with a bring-meat-and-braai in
the afternoon. Contact Thinus

Water Week launert

v
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water ... a ho

in Alex
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activities ar

Alexandra, where the clean-up of the Jukskei River is

under way.

Coetzee at 622-92415.

On World Water Day an en-
vironmental competition for
schools, Jukskei Eco-monitor '94,
will be launched. Schools in the
Jukskei catchment area can

PICTURE: SEAN WQODS

take part in the clean-up action
and will be provided with walter
quality-test Kits and the competi-
tion brochure. For more informa-
tion, contact Marie at the DWAF
on (012) 298-2526.

_Ezw men deny firing

B 8Y LEE-ANN ALFREDS

Three AWB members charged
with the murder of four blacks
handed in their written plea ex-
planations at the Rand Supreme
Court yesterday.

Karel Meiring (28), Gerhardus
Diedericks (34) and Andre
Visser (39) are part of a gang of
nine accused of the slaying of
the four along the R2Y on De-
cember 12

They, together with their co-
accused, Petrus Matthews (26),
Frederick Badenhorst (20),
Marius Visser (23) and Martinus
van der Schyff (25), have plead-
ed not guilty to the four counts
of murder and six of attempted
murder.

The men have also pleaded
not guilty fo one count of rob-
bery with aggravating circum-
stances, two of malicious dam-
age to property, one of assault
and one of the illegal possession
of arms and ammunition.
| Two other co-accused, Deon
Martin (30) and Phillipus Klop-
pers (39), will be tried separate-
ly. Their trial was separated
from that of the rest after they
were sent to Sterkiontein for ob-
servation.

In the first full day of testi-
mony, Meiring, Diedericks and
Visser admitted being present at
a “roadblock™ after receiving
instructions to attend an AWB

at ‘roadblock’ victims
| Star 172jq

gathering. - ..\v
They also admitted they were
aware that they were to set up
roadblocks to enable them to
search the cars of black occu-
pants for unlicensed weapons.
"Any unlicensed weapons we
found would be handed over to
the police for a reward ... But 1
never foresaw the possibility
that any of the occupants would
be assaulted, injured or Killed,”
the s

%w ad.
Too scar

All three denied firing at the
occupants of the two vehicles
they had pulled over, claiming
that when they heard the first
shots they jumped into their
cars.

All claimed that they were too
scared for themselves and their
families to report the incident to
the police.

Meanwhile, Matthews and Van
der Schyif identified Kloppers as
the person who had cut off the
right ear of one of the black
men, and set fire to one of the
vehicles, in confessions made to
police which were handed in as
evidence by the State.

Badenhorst also submitted a
written plea explanation yester-
day, and Visser pleaded guilty
to the charges of illegally pos-
sessing arms and ammunition.
The case continues today.
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Fears in Natal over |
toxic waste decision

‘The .Aggi.l's 2t

- el i
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ndent ~ “PFor safety reasons they can-

DURBAN. — Potentially dan-
Natal if the Department of

ahead to burn toxic waste-on a
permanent basis.

““We believe that the govern-
ment is on the brink of issuing
a written permit to Thor,” said

Earthlife representative Chris

In health terms dioxins are
the most dangerous.and deadly
cancer-causing synthetic chem-
jcal known to;modern science.
At present no. facilities exist
in South Africa to measure

1 dioxin levels, Howeyer, a Thor

{ spokesman said that arrange-
| ments were bem-g{;.made to

measure the.outflow. -
' Mr Albertyn said the govern-

| _Mr Albertyn. “We feel that they"
gerous dioxins. could soon‘be - : yi. di they

, uld soon-'be “should be returned to the coun=
polluting the atmiosphere. in

‘try of origin.” ..

Héalth gives Thor Chemicals at

Cato Ridge the written®go- mission to.ihcinerate mercury-

“eontaining ‘waste for a {wo-

" the March 31.

Albertyn. AR+ QBJB1 14-

-chemical waste, containing
“‘merecury, to be returned to

not lie there much longer,” said

«-Thor was“given verbal per-

year trial period. This ends on

Mr Albertyn said: ""'I‘he}r are
burning 24 hours a day, obvi-
ously to try to reduce the

stockpile as quickly as possible.

I hate to think what poisons | .
are being emitted. What we:| -
need now is a total ban on in-
cineration until a full and inde-
pendent inquiry has been con-
ducted.” .

A mornth ago environmental
watchdog groups were success-
ful in foreing a cargo of spent:

Borden. The container-load of {

‘ment was under enormous-- ahout 150 barrels was bhound
pressure to-do something about . for Thor. ~ ZEAR
the’ huge stockpile of about::- - -
10:000 barrels of toxic waste i At the time Thor gave an un-
stored in three warehouses at dertaking that no further ship-
Thor. © & ments would be accepted.

i
T

[

o P tem e d e cEE-Em-cm mlT - E—ms et

i



WILLEM STEENKAMP o
Weekend Argus Reporter Zj Gi )
ARCT A -

THE long-awaited Medical Resear ouncil -
report on the effects of pollution from the
Caltex refinery in Milnerton has been com.
Pleted — but, results wil] be made known
only once Caltex has had the opportunity to
‘finalise details contained in the report”,
Caltex asked the Medical Research Coun-
cil (MRC) to compile the report after numer-
ous complaints by residents and doctors liv-
ing and practising in areas eclose to the
refinery that pollution from the plant con-
tribiited to a higher incidence of chest and
allergy conditions,
| Earlier this week, Caltex admitted that
production at the plant had been increased
by about 70 percent in the last year.
But, the. company maintained that an ini-
tial 21 percent increase in sulphur emissions,
- had been reduced sinee January this year, to
the same level as before the start-up of the
recommissioned plants which had led to the
increase of production, b

A‘spokesman for Caltex said the company
was aware that offering on-going and longer-
term solutions to ajr pollution emissjons
might not be considered satisfactory by the
general publie, ~ .

The spokesman said the air-pollution issue
was being dealt with on severa fronts,

“It's our objective to reach the situation
where emissions from the refinery will be at |
an acceptable level within the context of a
major industrial complex operating close o
residential areas and light industry.”

A spokesman for the MRC said that, al-
though the council was willing to release the
details in the report, it was precluded from
doing so because of a stipulation by . Caltex
preventing this. -

:The spokesman for Caltex saig details of ‘
the report would be made public as spon as
the, company had assessed the report, "
+The report commissioned to assess the
need-for a futher review of possible health
issués has been issued to Caltex fér com-
ment. - . s
“The findings of the report will be made
known both; Dy Caltex and the MRC as soon

as both partiesihave had the opportunity to
finalise-‘-.déﬁ-g-'i’lg.;;"igp'ntain&d--'.-éi_in_.;- the report,
There is nothing~sinister behind this deci-

sion,” said the’spokesman.
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A University of Cape Town team
"has come up with interesting
proposals for the management o
- the Peninsula. Environment /S
Reporter JOHN YELD reports.

HE existing boundaries of the

Cape Peninsula Protected Natu-

ral Environment (CPPNE) —
which includes most of Table Mountain
and the Peninsula mountain chain —
should be expanded significantly to in-
clude the surrounding seas and the ur-
ban fringe.

Also, this enlarged area should be managed
by a single, statutory authority with the powers
of a non-profit company, created by national
legislation.

The company should be funded by all levels

of government and from the private sector, as |

weli as being allowed to raise its own funds.

These are among the key proposals of the ea-

gerly-awaited repoert on recommended policies
and guidelines for the future management of
the Peninsula, commissioned by the Adminis-
trator of the Cape and produced by the Univer-
sity of Cape Town. -

The report, Draft policy for the multipur-
pose use of the Cape Peninsula, is being cir-
culated widely for comment, and a final version
will be put to the Administrator’s successor —
the new premier of the Western Cape regional

government due to come into power in July.

The present CPPNE, established as a legal
entity 10 years ago, should be expanded and be-

come known as the Cape Peninsula Heritage

Area, and divided into categories where differ-
ent intensities of human use couid be permitted,
the draft report states.

Four categories have been provisionally iden-
tified: “remote”, “quiet”, “leisure” and “transi
tional”:

“Remote” areas, identified by specialists as
highly worthy of protection and which are rela-
tively remote from the metropole and “wild” in
character;

“Quiet” areas of scenic and ecological value
but capable of withstanding more intensive use.
They are generally within visible and aundible
range of the metropole;

“Leisure” areas are designated because of
their limited ecological value, as well as their
11_53 as existing or proposed recreational nodes;
an

“Transitional” areas of urban or agricultural
use which are already developed or about to be
developed.

A Cape Peninsula Heritage-Area Authority,
comprising a board of trustees, an executive
and a liaison committee, should be instituted
and empowered by a special Act of Parliament
with the powers and duties of a Section 21 com-
pany (an assoclation not for gain), the report
recominends.

“Its members must represent a partnership
between different levels of government, as well
as a partnership between private landowners
and organisations with specific interests in the
area.”

t-This'. authority should be legally empowered
0: -

B Appoint its own staff;

B Carry out executive management actions
to ensure the implementation and realisation of
policy; o

B Regulate the activities of landowners and
management agencies in ifs area in accordance
with accepted policy; and

B Provide services to users:

The Peninsula’s biological diversity — all an-
imal and floral life — is of international impor-
tance, the report states. Recommendations in
this regard include:

Protecting the Peninsula’s marine and coast-
al environments from land- or marine-based
pollution and inappropriate development and
exploitation;

Reducing the fire risk to people and property
and managing the use of fires to maintain the

diversity of fauna and flora:

Protecting all inland waters and water \

catchment areas;

Focusing management activities during the
next 10 years particularly on providing recre-
ational opportunities and eradicating alien veg-
etation; and

Permitting mining and prospecting only in
designated “utility” sites.

A properly structured campaign to enhance
public awareness of the value of the Cape Pen-
insula should be designed and instituted, the re-

port states.

Motivating its recommendations, it says the
entire Cape Peninsula requires special protec-
tion.

“This is because of {its) remarkable biophysi-
cal attributes, scenic landscapes and culturai
diversity.”

The Peninsula is endowed with some of the
most magnificent natural scenery in the world,

the report notes.
“A prosperous, healthy and scenically attrac-
tive Cape Peninsula will be a main feature at-

tracting people to the Cape Metropolitan Area
— both as residents and tourists ...

“The Cape Peninsula is one of the nation’s
and the world’s premier areas in which both
residents and visitors can experience an excep-
tionally pleasant quality of life, based on a har-
{nuny between natural and human-made beau-
y.”

- The Peninsula is cherished by many people
and Table Mountain is a symbol of South
Africa.

“These factors indicate that the Cape Penin-
fula could qualify for World Heritage Site sta-
us.

“Consequently, human use of the area should
be managed so as to maximise societal benefits

an_d minin_]ise environmental losses on a sus-
tained basis.

_“Such management should be exercised by a
highly efficient and respected authority which
1s acceptable to the public and is accountable to
all interested and affected parties.”

The report identifies fundamental threats to
the Peninsula as including increasing human
population, unregulated urban expansion, alien
plant and animal invasions, and too frequent
and widespread wild fires.

Also, the existing information base for the
Cape Peninsula is inadequate for the formula-

tion of a detailed and comprehensive manage-
ment plan.

“Over the years, there have been repeated at-
tempts to produce general policies for manag-

ing the protection and use of different parts of
the Cape Peninsula.”

The report states that its final recommenda-

'tions, after being adjusted to take the public’s

response to the draft version inte account,
should be adopted immediately.

“This is to contribute to a prosperous, healthy

and scenically attractive Cape Peninsula for
the benefit of all residents and visitors, and the

optimal use of the area’s unique set of natural
resources.”

UCT’s
eco-report
hits the
streets
next week

~ Environment Reporter

OPIES of the UCT re-
port entitled Draft
Policy for the Multi-
purpose Use of the Cape
Peninsula will be available
in 77 public libraries in the
Cape metropolitan area from

Wednesday, and appendices

will be available a week lat-
er.

‘Four public meetings to
discuss the report have been
scheduled.

They are being held on

Monday May 9 at the Hout
Bay Museum; Wednesday
May 19 at Ocean View Civic
Centre; Monday May 23 at the
Cape Technikon in District
Six; and Tuesday May 24 at
Claremont Civic Centre.

A series of meetings on the
Cape Flats is being organised
by Farieda Khan of UCT’s
Environmental Evaluation
Unit, T8 650-2870.

Additional workshops for
key interested and affected
parties — including mountain
managers, private landown-
ers, commerce and tourism,
environmental organisations
and professionals, recreation-
al and sports organisations
and political and civic groups
— will be held during the
same period.

Written comments are be-
ing requested by June 3.

“After we've received and
considered all responses the
final document will be writ-
ten,” project leader Richard
Fuggle said.

“It is intended that the final
report he submitted to the
Cape Peninsula Protected
Natural Environment man-
agement advisory committee
in July, and made available
to the public and government
authorities at the same time.”

W For further inquiries, call
Sue Lane or Rachel Wynberg,

= 650 2868.
!
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By RYAN CRESSWELL

THE Campaign for St Lucia has sent
letters to 16 political parties asking about
their official policy regarding the famous
wetland area.

Last year the campaign won a major
battle against Richards Bay Minerals
when a review panel recommended ihat a
| decision on plans to dredge-mine part of
the ecosystem be stalled uniil after a new
government was 1o niace.

Now the conservationists are confront-
ing the major political parties on the ©

—wﬁmﬂ.

St Lucia enters poli

A

ti

1SSlE.

Campaign chairman Dr Nolly Zalou-
nus‘clauned that as a coalition of over 120
environmental groups, the campaign
represented h of thousands of

votersfe=2T3p ¥ Ol

“We also have avowed support of
over 300 000 people who have signed the
largest petition ever mounted in this

country. Voters have a right to know

where the parties stand on the most

imyportant environmental issue in South
" Africa,” he saic.

PR L':‘
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Staff Reporter

THE monitoring of air pollution
from the Caltex refinery in Table
View is inadequate — and assess-
ments of risks to residents’ health
cannot be made.

This was the finding of a R30 000
Medical Research Council (MRC) pro-
ject commissioned by Caltex.

The project was designed to ass€ss
the need for further research and 1n-
vestigation into the refinery’s health
impact on the community, by focusing
on air quality monitoring procedures.

in the study period — September
1991 to August 1993 — Caltex exceed-
ed minimum size guidelines for smoke
and dust particles more than half the
time.

Dr Charles Parry of the MRC said
they believed “urgent action’” was re-

quired by Caltex and other industries .

in the area.

During the.study period 237 com-
plaints were made to Caltex, mostly
about odour. L

#—

" necessarily a health hazard.

many of the pians the refinery had to

. He said the commissioning of the

Dr Parry said the range of sub-
stances now being monitored was not
enough to assess health risks.

Dr Petro Terblanche, of the CSIR,
said the pollution from.the refinery
was “a real public nuisance” but not

Dr Parry said Caltex acknowlegeded
responsibilty for two-thirds of the
complaints but ihat residents’ groups

had questioned their sincerity.

- Commitment

The MRC recommended that “sub-
stantial technical changes were
needed in the way in which emissions
are monitored” and extra monitors at
a cost of R500 000 should possibly be
bought. ~ = ..

" Caltex general manager Mr Johann
Lubbe said the findings confirmed

improve pollution control.

study was evidence of Caltex’s com-
mitment to managing the problem.
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JOHN YELD
Environment Reporter

MANY of the complaints about
smells, smoke, noise and soot
from the Caltex refinery at
Milnerton are justified, says a
report on the refinery by the
SA Medical Research Council.

The o1l company should im-
mediately review its technical
plan to address problems like
equipment failure, leaking
seals and boilers malfunction-

ing, the report said.

- This is among the major
findings of a three-month
“needs assessment” study, con-
ducted for the refinery by the
MRC and released at a media
conference yesterday.

It was found that the range
of substances monitored was
not comprehensive enough to
assess the effeet of air pollu-
tion from the plant on the
health of the local communi-
ties, and the routine monitoring
of emissions at ground level
should be improved urgently so
this could be determined.

In response, Caltex said
there was no doubt that air pol-
lution monitoring and control
needed to be upgraded and that
the refinery management
would analyse the study’s find-
ings as a matter of urgency.

“There is little douot that re-
cent research locally and inter-
nationally has shown the im-
portance of improved
monitoring and control of air
pollution,” said refinery gener-

W"‘""—“‘!

arges justifie

_I"Monitoring and control needs

e 3

e |
‘thissioned the MRC study.

al manager Johann Lubbe.

“Caltex remains committed
to finding a long-term solution
to air pollution problems in the
area.”

The MRC study confirmed
many of the refinery’s plans to
improve pollution control mea-
sures, Mr Lubbe said.

Also, the study agreed with
one of the refinery’s most re-
cent initiatives — plans to in-

d’
ARG 20 ’3’_‘1 4
upgrading

Specific objectives had been
to evaluate the refinery’s air
quality monitoring procedures
and data in terms of acute and
chronic health risks, and to de-
termine the extent of the com-
munity’s concern regarding air
pollution, Dr Parry said. -~

Monitoring was currently
performed by the Western
Cape Regional Services Coun-

volve the community in helping ..Cll,_using a monitor_bonght by

to develop a strategy to ad-
dress air pollution in the area.

Replying to a question, MRC
research team spokesman
Charles Parry said the study
had been unable to make a de-
finitive finding on whether air
pollution from the refinery was

affecting the health of the local

community. - P
\ Earlier, during a presenta-
tion of the team’s.findings, Dr
Parry said the effect of air pol-
lution on public health in urban
environments was a topic of in-

creasing concern both locally

and internationally.

During the past two decades
residents of Milnerton, Edge-
mead, Table View, Welgelegen,
Bothasig and Richwood had
perceived a heaith hazard
caused by air pollution from
the refinery.

Following a health survey by
the University of Cape Town’s
department of community
health in 1986, the oil company
had recognised the need for
further research and had com-

Caltex. - .. . - .. .
“The technical audit found
the methods of operating the
sulphur dioxide monitoring sta-
tion to be of a high standard.”

~ But weaknesses in the moni-
toring system .had been noted.

These included that the range
of substances monitored was
not wide enough to assess ade-
quately the effects on health.

~ Also, because the monitor
was moved around, the data
did not represent the long-term
position at any one site, and
this made it difficult to judge
the potential impact of emis-
sions on the health of the com-
munity, Dr Parry said.

“It’s therefore difficult to

recommend a particular line’of
health research which should
be embarked on in the short
term, besides improving the
system for routine monitoring
of emissions at ground level.”

Responding to questions, Mr
Lubbe said an extra monitor —
which cost about R500 000 —
would be put in.

—..dustry”,_._

Oil company
should act
urgently,
says report

Environment Reporter

URGENT action is needed hy
Caltex and other relevant or-
ganisations to deal with air
poliution from the Milnerton
refinery, says a report done
for the oil company by the

- SA Medical Research
Council.

There were six potential areas
of action, said research team
spokesman Charles Parry.

® A comprehensive and inte-
grated approach to dealing
with actual and perceived
air pollution and its effects
-was needed, “going well be-
yond dealing with a single in-

® Caltex should immediately
review the existing technical
plan to address problems as-
sociated with equipment fail-
ure, maintenance problems
and operational errors, such
as leaking seals and boiler
malfunection.
® The company should take
immediate steps to help set
up a forum comprising rep-
resentatives from local in-
dustries, regulatory bodies,
heaith service providers and
others such as community
representatives.

® Substantial technical
changes were needed in the

. way in which emissions were

monitored.

@ Improvements were needed

- in the system of logging and
responding to complaints
from the public.

- @ An improved programme of

monitoring emissions at
ground leve] would yield rep-
resentative data and assist in
determining the impact of
emission levels on health.




GETTIN TOGETHER: Key players in the constructlon of the new N1
freeway through Dutoitskloof inciude, from left, John Craig of the De-

partment of Transport, freshwater ecolugmt Geordie Ractcliffe and
resident engineer Murray Douglas.

Enwrnnmerg;p;ter

A PROMINENT firm of consulting
engineers has been commissioned by
the Department of Transport to en-
sure proteetlnn of the Dutoitskloof
environment during construction of
the new Ni1.

The firm appointed a team uf spe-
cialists in 1991 — including river
ecologist Geordie Ractcliffe — and
an environmental management plan
was developed which included de-
tailed controls for pollution levels in
the Molenaars River, landecaping, re-
vegetation and the general environ-
ment.

The plan also stipulated certain
conditions designed to minimise phys-
ical interference with the riverine
ecosystem and the general environ-
ment during construction.

Team leader Neal Carter said
overall compliance with the plan had
been “generally successful”, although
it had not. been cumpletely effective
in protecting the Molenaars River.

“This is mainly hecause of the con-
flict between the environmental eri-
teria and the design and construction
methods and the puilding programme

Firm commissioned to
protect Dutmtskloof

Ay 2L

for some structures affecting the riv-
er.

“The quality of the water, however,
is still of an acceptable standard.”

On the positive side, good resulis
had been achieved for the general en-
vironmental aspects, landscaping and
revegetation, Mr Carter said.

Pollution through litter and sewage
from the works had been eliminated,
and the protection of specific visual
features, archaeological sites and
special or rare vegetation had been
achieved by fencing and the control
of site staff and equipment.

Indigenous plant material had been
removed ahead of construction work
and stored and/or propagated at an
on-site nursery where more than
60 000 plants were being grown for
revegetation.

Landscaping of cuts and fills had
reached the desired standards. -

“The experience gained in the pro-
tection of the environment by the im-
plementation of the environmental
management plan on this contract
will be of major significance for fu-
ture works, especially where they are

associated w1th rivers,” said Mr Car-
ter.
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PROBLEM AREA:
Construction of a
S _ - o ; bridge over the Klip
S | R T River as part of the
e o g T LR E T new N1 freeway
| S I L T R el - ot through Dutoitskioof
L | _x LT AR has environmentalists
e -. o B Y . up in arms. The _A_:u_
I T T T a tributary of the
- T S Molenaars River {at
VI L U T e the right of the
Lo A . picture) has been
diverted at right 7
angles to run through
a pipe while the
bridge is being built,
Sy TR leading to fears that
S tawe o flooding during the
SRR rainy season will
cause major silting —
which might kill the
river’'s important
animal life — and
severe erosion

problems.

Pictures: LEON MULLER
The Arqus .
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1 damage to
river: Ecology

monitor quits

JOHN YELD
Environment Reporter

CONSTRUCTION of the NI free-
way through the sensitive Dy-
toitskloof pass has caused major
environmental problems, and one
of the ecologists monitoring the
work has resigned in protest after
conflict with engineers.

But those involved say a recent
meeting between the contractor, the
environmental management team and
the client — the Department of
Transport — cleared the air, and that
a “mending phase” with improved
communication is in process.

Geordie Ractceliffe, a freshwater
ecologist and one of three environ-
mental control officers onp site, re-
signed recently in frustration after
major differences of opinion over the
interpretation of specifications for
protection of the Molenaars River —
_a living museum” — and its tributar-
ies,

The new N1 erosses
three points and runs close to jts
banks for much of the route through
the valley.

During an on-site media briefing
yesterday, Ms Racteliffe agreed with
an assessment by John Ness of the
Piscatorial Society that “environmen-
tal considerations were subordinated
lo engineering expedience” during
construction of a bridge over the Klip
River, close to its Junction with the
Molenaars.

Ms Racteliffe, who will continue to
monitor the rivers on a monthly basis
In spite of her resignation, said a ma-
jor area of concern had been the con-
tractor’s failure to stabilise haul
roads, leading to increased siit loads
In the river.

The constant input of silt could
cause “quite severe degradation” gver
long stretches.

Another concern had been the
method of construction of the Klip
River bridge where the river bed had
been diverted at right angles.

“There is a very real threat of un-
controlled erosion in the work area
and downstream,” Ms Racteliffe said.

“But I'm very pleased that the De-
partment of Transport has been pre-
pared to get more involved in resoiv-

the river at

ARLT 24119

[15ilting of “living museum’ rigutary

ing these conflicts and I hope we can
start to address some of these prob-
lems.”

In response, resident engineer Mur-
ray Douglas said they were also not
happy with the silt problem and the
contractor would attempt “a much

more elaborate procedure” to prevent .

silt entering the river,

The issue of the Klip River bridge
was a “misunderstanding” rather than
a “conflict” and every effort would be

made to reinstate the original river
bed.

“We have had disagreements and
different interpretations of the (envi-
ronmental specifications) document,”
Mr Douglas said.

“I think there’s been a communica-

~tion problem and T think that's being

addressed.”

Work on the bridge had been speed-
ed up significantly and all il materi-
al should be out of the river within
three weeks.

“There’s considerable concern about
the Klip River ... Come back in three
months’ time and judge us,” he said.

University of Cape Town freshwa-
ter ecologist Jackie King, also a
member of the environmental moni-
toring team, said she had no doubt the
Department of Transport was com-
pletely committed to the environmen-
tal protection of the sensitive valley.

New attitudes, construction meth-
ods and approaches were being devel-
oped which would be used in future
construction projects involving rivers.

“It’s just a pity we have to practise
on a real valley and a real river —
particularly such a beautiful one —
but we're frying” Dr King said.

® The Molenaars River, classified
as a special standards river by the
Department of Water Affairs, Is re-
ferred to as “a living museum” by
freshwater scientists because of the
diversity of animal life it supports.

Ferdy de Moor, curator of freshwa-
ter invertebrates at the Albany Muse-
um, told Dr King everything possible
had to be done to protect the rare riv-
ers of the Western Cape, including the
Molenaars.

“Any development in the area must
be undertaken with the greatest of
caution, ensuring that valuable sites
are not destroyed.”

r



Green Party dagga
o o e B
1dates e West-

TWO of the Green Party’

~ern Cape have left the party in outrage over a
manifesto which calls for the legalisation and
mass production of dagga as a purportedly eco-
logically sound alternative resource.

The GP’s manifesto — with the words “Freedom
| of Choice” printed in an arc over a dagga leaf —
~ also calls for “freedom of choice for private con-
| sumption of alcohol, tebacco, marijuana etc”.

. Candidates Ian Williams and Zarin Thomson had

no idea these were central tenets of Green policy

and were horrified when this came to light.

. Mr Thomson said: “The initial constitution which
I agreed with when I accepted candidature differs
~‘significantly from the manifesto upon which the

Green Party is'contesting the election”

- “This is not what I expected,” Mr Williams said.
{News by M Morris, 122 St George's Mall, Cape Town).
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FRAGILE OLD MAN insists that
his life-long mission is to
teach African people toraise
the fertility of their land,
however small it may be.

At 87, Mr Robert Mazibuko is still
fired up with zeal to impart his wide
knowledge about how the nation should
conserve nature,*‘because if the nation
fails to recognise that, it will perish”.

He says that man cannot live without
teees, hence his emphasis on the need to
conserve nature., |

. The idea harboured by many people
that to raise fertility one needs a massive
amount of land, is alot of nonsense, says
Mazibuko.

“I have proved time and time again
that a small piece of land can be used in
such a manner that its fertility is en-
hanced.

“And that misconception has really
been crippling African people in doing
what they ought to do to feed themselves
effectively,” he says.

For all his efforts, which were not
recogmsed for years, Mazibuko has at
long last achieved recognition as “Inno-
vator for the Environment” by the Ger-
man car manufacturer, Audi.

The monetary award of R50 000 has
helped him establish the Africa Tree
Centre in Pietermaritzburg, near his
hometown of Edendale.

There Mazibuko plies his trade by
teaching some of the most disadvan-
taged people how to make ends meet.
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LIFE Christiana and Robert

have a common devotion to trees:

school enables them to go back to their
rural settings and begin to practise what
they have learnt. Thus they can manage
to “keep body and soul together”.

Overseas companies, including Plant
a Tree In Africa which is based in the
United kingdom,has donated R10 Q00
towards the planting of 5 000 trees.

The International Rotary Club has
donated R80 000 which Mazibuko used
to employ 80 rural workers to plant
rees,

The project not only enhanced the
environment, it also gave people a
chance to earn a living for 15 months.

In the philosophical way consistent
with a man of his stature, Mazibuko
once told a journalist that “trees are the
best insurance this side of heaven”.

Twinkle in his eyes

With a twinkle in his eyes, he says:“You
pay the deposit, God paysthe premiam.”

“I will not cease to preach this
gospel...I will be on the pulpit of this
world to preach this to all the people of
the world.”

Another stalwart in the field of help-
ing the community to plant trees and
cultivate their vegetable gardens, is Mrs
Christiana Kaba of Khayelitsha, near
Cape Town.

Her objective in life is to stop the

world from looking like a desert. and
especidlly her hometown of

) <y Hivn L=
i T Y )

Khayelitsha.

In a squatter camp like Khayelitsha,
she asserts, itis necessary to plant trees,
arguing that trees break the force of
rough gales which could uproot shacks.

Her  organisation, Abelimi
Basekhaya, has spent 10 years trying to
beautify the dismal conditions of the
Khayelitsha squatter camp.

At the same time, she says, the idea
has been to break the spiralling vio-
lence.

“When people don’t see the beauty of
nature, their hearts get hardened. But
gardens and trees change that mentality,
allowing people to enjoy the beauty of
nature,” she says.

Kaba discourages her community
from using chemical fertilisers.

“We strongly suggest that they use
organic manure which is a natural way
of growing vegetables,” she says.

Kaba and Mazibuko are examples of
black people who have dedicated their
lives to ensuring the sustenance of life.

For them, the beauty of nature has to
be preserved at all costs.

If necessary, it should be be promoted
at the expense of other things. For with-
out the resources of nature, life may just
come {0 a stop.

People’s Programme on NNTV at

9pm tonight will give another version
on the issue of environment.
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THE Publiec Works Depart-
ment was Jlast week ac-
cused of being arrogant for
not commissioning an envi-
ronmental impact study on
the effect of a 400-unit
housing development pro-
posed for the Silvermine
maritime complex.

When — and if — the de-
velopment begins the for-
mer naval township site
will become one of the
prime parcels of land any-
where on the Cape Penin-
sula, with all plots on the
steeply-sloping Steenberg
mountainside enjoying
magnificent views over the
Constantia Valley to Table
Mountain in the north, and
Fasle Bay in the east.

According to a statement
from the Loecal Council of
Constantia Valley, sporting
facilities and two golf
courses (Steenberg and
Westlake) will be within
walking distance and the
Silvermine Nature Re-
serve is nearby. ]

‘Master plan’

Councillor Joan Heming,
who heads the environ-
ment committee on the
council, made the charge of
arrogance in a debate
which ended in a motion
stating that the local coun-
cil “does not support” the
rezoning as proposed. This
was the second time that
proposals for the area have
been debated by the LCCV.

In adition to asking the
PWD to conduct an “inte-
grated environment man-
agement plan”, the local
council asked them to con-
“well-advertised”

duet a

. i e R

vivinny il 12n

g
,_..._..—nha—a._.‘._-a-
iement.

Councillor,

says P

WD is

cragld [ig-

arrogant

over study

campaign to acertain pub-
lic opinion before proceed-
ing with any development.

Cape Town City Couneil,
the current owner, is in the
process of transferring
ownership to the Depart-
ment of Public Works, who
plan to develop the site ag
a township and sell the
land to a single developer.
In theory, the PWD could
build on the land right
now, but the “residential”
rezoning they are seeking
is needed to enable them to
sell the“master plan”
which would include:

® Building 80 to 100
double-storeyed houses on
the lower part of the town-
ship at a density of 12-15
units a hectare, The devel-
opment would be close to
Steenberg Road, where
services for what was
planned in the 1960s as a
naval township have al-

ready been laid oyt

@® A 4 ha levelled area, ori-
ginally intended extend
the existing sports com-
plex, would be developed
with about 20 houses 2
hectare,

® Three other sites higher
up, two of medium and one
of low density housing.
The local council objects
to the first on the grounds
of its visual impact. They
point out that the area
forms the “gateway” to the
Silvermine Nature Re-
serve, and should there-
fore be screened by plant-
ing. Because (as the
developers themselves
also point out) the only ef-
fective trees would be low,
indigenous shrubs which
can withstand the wind and
thrive in the poor, shallow
soils, the houses should be
single-storeyed, and at gz
maximum density of four to

*.TE_U Jw {ua! 1 F . T B TR P R

a hectare.

The second proposal is
rejected on the grounds
that the loecal council feels
this area shouid be merged
with the existing sports-
fields and clubhouse as a
major, sub-regional sport-
ing facility. |

The LCCV had no objec-
tions .to the development
proposails on the other
three sites.

Planner

Approached for com-
ment, planner Mr Nigel
Burls pointed out the en-
tire site was serviced for
800 houses and that the
Proposed master plan only
exploited half the poten-
tial capacity and was there-
fore “far more sensitive, vi-
sually, hydrologically and
topographically” than ori-
ginally proposed.

He conceded that an en-
vironmental impact study
had not been done “but our
studies have covered many
of the components”. Mr
Burls sugpested that the
hillside site for additional
sporting facilities was ab-
surd. “There are far better
sites nearby, on level land.
Besides, regional facilities
shouid be buiit on the Cape
Flats, where the demand
is,” he said.

“Ironically, the Propos-
als were rejected because
they were considered by |
Constantia’s plannerstobe | °
in confliet with the area's
Erowth management plan.
Mr Nigel Buris was one of
the planners chiefly re-
sponsible,the LCCV state-
ment said.
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Environment Reporter

THE controversial develop-
ment proposal at Cape Point,
which includes a new restau-
rant complex and funicular
railway to the summit, is to he
discussed at a public workshop
organised by the Peninsula
Mouniain Forum next week-

(51 ) ARG 29

This follows the
Cape ..Regiunal. Services Coun-

424

estern

e m Ll L -

WOrkshop to debate C

cil’s announcement at a meet-

ing on April 18 that the public’s .

participation in the develop-
ment proposal had ended and
that it would take a final deci-
sion at its May meeting.

“Many interested and affect-
ed parties were still deeply
concerned about the process
that had been followed and the
difficulty they had been experi-

encing in having their concerns

addressed,” the mountain fo-
rum said in a statement.

“Clearly the process cannot
end here. The divisive com-
ments that were voiced at that
April 18 meeting — where
some were unconditionally in
favour of the proposals, SOIME
unconditionally against, some
people talking detail and others
still trying to get principles
sorted out — showed the pro-
cess is indeed clearly flawed.”

ape Point development

The forum would host the
workshop, assisted by an out-
side facilitator, and proceed-
ings would be submitted to the
RSC chairman and to a “higher
authority’. |

® The workshop will be held
at the Kommetjie Community
Environmental Centre, Oppo-
site Ocean View, at 2pm on
Saturday May 7.

For further details
Di Wilson at ‘B 701 1397.

contact



DAVID HATTON talks
to Science Writer
Anita Allen about a
neglected subject, the
environment

. Ona omission in South Afri-
ca’'s first democratic elec-
tion campaign was that not

one politician speke out on en-

vironmental issues.

This fact was highlighted in
an interview with David Hatton,
the newly elected president of
the Wildlife Society of Southern
Africa, the country's oldest and
largest non-governmental con-
servation organisation.

Asked about the changing role
of the society in the new South
Alrica, Hatton says his first step
is to appeal to the 21 000 so-
ciety members countrywide to
lobby to get the environment on
to the political agenda at the
most senior level in national, re-
gional and local government.

“Decision-making, be it on
education, agriculture, housing
or land issues, must include the
environment in the equation,” he
says. “The environment must
not be relegated down, It has

been the Cinderelia too long and
we are not going tfo get many
chances to get it right.”

The immediate problem is that
environmental issues are in
limbo during the transition

period, says Hatton. “We know

that Dawie de Villiers is Minister

of . Environment, which includes
fisheries, at least for the mo-
ment. These details of gover-
nance are crucial to those of us
who know the environment. We
would like to participate in the
debate that must follow before
decisions are taken. -
“"The society’s role is — has

always been — to be supportive |

in formulating policy and posi-
tion papers on issues. In our
ranks we have the expertise and
access to expertise {0 do this.
We want to be part of the con-
suitation — and eventually im-
plementation — process.”

The health of the environment
lies in the fotal involvement of
everyone, and not just the Gov-
ernment, Hatton points .out,
Whien people are brought in to
the: equation, there’s a back:to-
| basics problem, he says.

"It is' a. question of the defini-
tion- ofithe word ‘environment’
and developing a common umn-
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recently elected Wildlife So-

ciety of Southern Africa president David Hatton.

derstanding of what is meant by
the term.”

For him, the environment is
not land, housing, jobs or agri-
culture, nor, on the other hand,
is it merely conservation and

wildlife. It is the total sphere in

which human activities take
place, rural as well as urban.

“In South Africa we must
identify the priorities that
haven’t been attended to and
focus very clearly.

“Education and communica-
tion are our priorities. The rest

will flow if we get these two
things right. But in South Africa
environmental education is not
yet in the school syllabus.

“In that communication pro-
cess, listening is going to be the

key. The people at grassroots

face real environmental prob-
lems daily.

“It's a two-way education pro-
cess — informing ourselves on
what the problems are, commun-
icating what can be done and
then moving into the implemen-
tation phase.”

Hatton believes the Wildlife

Society is ideally placed to play :

a pivatol roie in this process.

“The Wildlife Society is the |

ear and eye of the community. It
is not linked to
parastatals. It belongs to the
people. If anyone has an en-
vironmental issue or project then
the society will take it up or

government or

work collaboratively with other

organisations to get it right.”

A challenge the society has
taken up is developing environ-

mental awareness in urban

areas. At the moment there is .
much more activity in rural cen-

tres, but the urban environment
is the new frontier, says Hatton.

MOSS — Metropolitan Open
Space System — is the society’s
major urban conservation initia-
tive. The programme is detailed
in a brochure available from the

society and can be implemented
with or without the help of the

society. '
The idea is to harness skills
within the community and take
an active interest in town plan-
ning, land use, zonings, and.the
protection of important conser-

vation features. Urban land will |

increasingly be subjected to
competing interests and without
concerted effort, urban open

spaces will be iragmented in

areas of little value to conserva-

tion or man.

“We depend on the public, but

they must give us their support,”
says Hatton. “We've got the

structures, networks, centres,

friends and projects. We just
need the people to join, even if

they just pay their subscriptions -
and get the magazines and sup-

port us in that way.

“It's our job to service our :
members, but we can only do

what our members do for us.”




By CHRIS BATEMAN .QEQ aim to improve “hu-

THE Department of Environ-
mental Affairs will increas-
ingly focus on the well- being
of people by promoting sus-
tainable development, the di-
rector-general of the depart-
ment, Dr Colin Cameron, said
wmmﬁmuamﬁ

He said this development

man circumstances’,

Dr Cameron said his staff
was determined to promote
the environment as “ultimate-
ly, we've all got dc live off the

land™. o T d 3 _B?T

He said the department
would protect resources and
establish a balance between

the needs of various commu-
nities.

Under the new constitution,
environmental affairs is a re-
gional issue. This will create
a demand from provincial
ministers for guidelines from
Dr Cameron’s office on pollu-
tion control, poliey and polic-
ing.

He said a priority would be

to help regions fulfil their
constitutional obligations.

“We’ll have to extend our
ability to deal with problems
centrally and at regional
government level,” he said.

On affirmative action, Dr
Cameron said this would be
implemented within the
framework being negotiated

Juman_ happiness is environment aim

vmﬁﬁmmn the Commission mE.
Administration and “senior
ANC cadres”.

“There’ll probably be a
single policy for the public
service.

“However, 1 would like to
see a balance struck between
a more representative public
service and good personnel
management.” |



% Cape Times, Saturday, May 14 1994 3

- e e

p for Natal

DURBAN. — A hew provincial tive Mr George Hu ghes could not oneoriwo bodies, but if there has
conservation body for KwaZu- 8ay 1ast night when & decision tobeone, then it should be forged
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.. Natal Parks Board chief execu- «] don’t know if there will be servation scene’.




New

DURBAN. — A new provincial
conservation body for KwaZu-
lu/Natal is in the pipeline, com-
bining the functions of the Natal
Parks Board and the KwaZulu

Nature ongervation Depart-
ment. (‘giz)cr? (:;7:1'[_,_

The creafion of a new Hody, ora
merger of the two groups, is re-
garded as a foregone conclusion.

Natal Parks Board chief execu-

-

tive Mr George Hughes could not
say last night when a decision
would be made,

*1 would like a decision to be
made as soon as possible — so
long as it is considered rationally
and everyhody can contribute.”

However, KwaZulu Department
of Nature Conservation chief Mr
Nick Steele satd he was opposed
to an “expanded” parks board.

“I don’t know if there will be

* Cape Times, Saturday, May 14 1994 3

one or two bodies, but ifthere has
to be one, then it should be forged
out of both groups.

“The solution lies in an entirely
new dispensation rather than 3
perpeluation of existing conser-
vation bodies.”

MNatal's foremost conservation-
1st, Dr Ian Mayer, said the region
needed a conservation board
“which addresses the entire con-
servation scepne’.
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| Peace studies centre ﬁlanned to ‘empower_’ students |

Staff Reporter

THE government has been
urged to form a council to in-

vestigate the future use of Rob-
ben Island.

This emerged from a sympo-
sium on the island at the week-
end, attended by high-profile
government officials and busi-
ness and religious leaders.

Saturday’s symposium was
organised by Peace Visions,
formed about a year ago by
several non-government or-
ganisations and which is co-or-
dinating efforts to use the is-
land for educational and

conservation purposes.

Speaking at the symposium,
Water Affairs and Forestry
Minister Kader Asmal said
Peace Visions should co-ordi-
nate investigations into the use
of the island until the govern-

ment council was established.

“Robben Island should re-
ceive priority treatment as it's
important to have symbols
which inspire people,” said
Professor Asmal, who earlier
indicated that finance for de-

velopments on the island would

be made available.

Amanda Gouws, of the Uni-
versity of Stellenbosch, said a
feasibility study into the future
use of the island had shown
oroad support for it to be used
as a centre for education, envi-

ronmental conservation and
limited tourism.

Peace Visions hopes to open
a peace institute there, part of
which will be housed in an un-
used church — once the centre
of the island’s leper colony.

The proposed peace institue
will accommodate between 100
and 150 students for three-

month courses in peace and
conflict resolution studijes.

Peace Visions, which will
run the course, wanits English
as the language of instruction,
with three-quarters of the stu-
dents being South Africans and
the rest drawn internationally.

Students will be expected to
live on Robben Island and to
take part in lectures, after-
hour tutorial discussions and
film and media studies, as well
as related projects and re-
search.

The four major academic
sections of the course will be
culture and peace, internation-
al development studies, mili-
tarisation and security, and
conflict resolution.

Peace Visions member Mark
Behr said the programme was
“clearly financially expensive

Island’s leper colony church

and acadeﬁlically taxing”.
“It demands that great care

‘be exercised in selecting stu-

dents who not only illustrate
either experience or a broad
involvement in the field of jus-
tice and peace, but who fur-
thermore have a proven schol-
arly capacity to successfully
complete a course of this na-
ture.”

Candidates should have com-
pleted their secondary educa-
tion and would ideally be un-
dergoing tertiary education, or
have a record of extensive
work in relevant socio-political

organisations, he said.

The aim of the peace studies
curriculum would be to em-
power students to play a
hands-on role in meeting the
challenges of an emerging de-
mocracy in South Africa.

to be renovated for institute

L3 R200 000 needed to restore Sir Herbert Baker building

DALE KNEEN
Staff Reporter

A ROBBEN Isiand church
designed by Sir Herbert
Baker and used when the is-
land was a leper colony ear-
lier this century will house
a proposed new Peace Insti-
-fute.

But more than R200 000 is
needed to renovate the run-
down Church of the Good
Shepherd before the institute
can move in.

! The church, which stands in

a field close to the island’s
prison, is owned by the Angli-
can Church, which has granted
permission for a Peace Insti-
tute to use it,

‘The institute is the idea of
Peace Visions, formed ahout a
year ago by several non-gov-
‘ernmental organisations.

Architeet Ivan Flint, com-
missioned to renovate the
church, said it dated back to
before 1894 when it was the
cenire of the leper colony.

Constructed of stone in the
form of a simple Italian basili-
ca, It has a tall nave with dis-
tinctive timbering.

“The altar was located in a
pentagonal apse and the en-
trance is enclosed by a well-
proportioned timber porch,”
sald Mr Flint.

“The composition was com-
pleted by a small protruding
vestry ‘and a bell-tower
mounted on the pitched roof
over the foot of the nave. The

At

MINI-BASILICA: The Church of the Good Shepherd, designed by Sir Herbert
Baker, which was once the centre of the leper colony on Robben Island.

doors are finely detailed
teak.”

The purchase of the land on

which the church stands was
personally funded by the then
island chaplain, the Rev WV
Watkins, who proceeded to
furnish the church.

The altar, chairs and roof
timbers were beautifully
crafted by Herman Luden, one
of the five generations of the
island’s Luden family.

Mr Flint said the church
was lit by 10 elahorate pen-
dant lamp fittings and the al-

tar embellished with fine can-
delabra, all of which were
recorded in photographs of the
period.

Father Watkins also ob-
tained from Oberammergau

an impressive carved statue of

Christ as the Good Shepherd,
which was installed in the ped-
iment of the entrance porch.

In 1931 the leper colony wias
relocated to St Raphael's_at’
Faure, near Stellenbosch, and
the church was abandoned.

The hand-carved altar,
chairs and rich interior fit-

tings disappeared, some re-
portedly to St Raphael’s, al-
though no items from Robben
Island were found during re-
cent surveys,

During World War 2, the
building was refurbished and
consecrated as the Naval
Church in 1942, but at the con-
clusion of the war it was again
abandoned.

Stripped of all interior fit-
tings, the building was then
used as a store for the Depart-
ment of Correctional Services.

“At some stage the bell-tow-
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Pictures: DALE KNEEN, The Argus.

FUTURE PLANS: Princess Irene, above, of Greece

plants a coconut seed outside the Church of the

Good Shepherd on Robben Island. The church will
house the Peace Institute.

er was demolished and the
east-facing roof sheets became
so deteriorated that the de-
partment had to replace them
— unfortunately with corru-
gated asbestos sheets of an in-
ap.%mpriate scale,” Mr Flint
said.

For use as an administra-
tive and conference centre, the
first priority would be to in-
stall toilet facilities and a
kitchenette.

The existing electrical in-
stallation would also have to
be upgraded and the church
re-decorated.

As the church was of signifi-
cant architectural and cultural
historical value, the National
Monuments Council was tak-
ing a particular interest in the
renovation proposals, Mr Flint
said.

The departments of Correc-
tional Services and Public
Works support the renovation
project and have offered to
heip convey materials and
workers to the island.

__'_



VENNESSA SCHOLTZ
Staff Reporter

THE clearing of a liquid
waste lagoon at Vissershok
near Table View has raised
a stink in surrounding resi-
dential areas where, the site
management says, odours
will get worse before they
disappear.

Di White, environment ser-
vices manager for Waste-tech,
said they were attempting to

(] Waste-tech; ‘It

),

Mxmmd éo

peroxide and we are using a
knock-down spray to contain
the stench,” she said.

Ms White said “lagooning”
was the normal way of dispos-
ing of liquid wastes in the
1970s.

“It was a horrible way of
getting rid of waste. Today the
hazardous waste comes into
the treatment plant, where it is
neutralised before being dis-
posed on to the landfill.”

se before 1t gets
wmmumnEmmNNwW H.N ing it with

better’

the lagoon.

“Usually the smell is very io-
calised, but with the wind con-
ditions we’ve had the smell
travels farther.”

Waste-tech hoped to clear
the lagoon in two months and
would use it as a landfill area.

“We hope to bring in an aera-
tor soon which will kill off the
unaerobic bacteria which are
producing the odours.

“The smelil will get worse

initially because the aerator
| strips everything while it kills
odour came trom residents in the bacteria. The smells will
Table View, she said. then disappear.”

“Health inspectors came - The company apologised to
around and it is possible the .

. neighbouring communities
odour could be coming from whiffing the pong.

clear the lagoon by transfer-
ring the waste liquids into
evaporation ponds.

“We are treating it and
cleaning it up as part of our re-
habilitation process. We are ox-

Many complaints about the

KARATE FUN: Former
British karate worid
champion Simon Kidd
teaches Herman de Bruyn,
9, of Goodwood, and Janet
Lambert, 7, of Durbanville,
some tricks at Johnny van
den Langenberg’s Ishinryu
Club in Parow. Simon, 32,
from Essex, won the karate
world championships in
Cairo in 1988.
South Africa,
Johannesburg, to help
establish Ishinryu as a
national style. He has been
in Cape Town since Sunday,
instructing in different clubs
Picture: AQY WIGLEY, The Argus and Emﬂ mﬂmﬂ be —._Umﬁu._m a
. . * our-day course Tor
RAISING A STINK: Technician Paul Craig tests the Vissershok liquid waste la- <_:m¢:nﬁa

goon which Table View residents claim is causing a stench In the area.

He is in
based in

Plcture: DOUG PITHEY, The Argus.
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of Water Affairs and Forestry, tells Science Writer Anita Allen

. Bez‘ng a leader now is the greatest feeling, Kader Asmal, Minister

The rioi

Fe are not here to
7 talk about me, we
are here to talk
about larger
issues,’”” the new Minister of
Water Affairs and Foresiry,
Kader Asmal, says at the start of
his first media interview on his
first working day in his new of-
fice in Pretoria.

First is important with this
man who knows where he is
going. His first steps will be the
same as every other government
department — the implementa-
tion of the Reconstruction and
Development Programme (RDP).
“It's a Government of National
Unity,” says Asmal, “but there is
a fundamental commitment to
the RDP programme.”

He was pleasantly surprised
to find out that his department
officials were familiar with the
document, which according to
President Mandela's preface will
now be the basis of diseussion

*“to ensure that all considered
views are available to the policy-

making process”.

“We’'ll discuss the RDP at
length,” says Asmal. “Although
there are only three pages on
water and sanitation, virtually
every page of the RDP has a ref-
erence to water.”

In a nutshell this programme
seeks to mobilise all South Afri-
cans and resources towards era-
dicating poverty.

Asmal, of course, was involved
in drawing up the RDP, which
contains five programmes. The
first of these, with the highest
priority, is meeting basic needs
and for Asmal's portfolio this
means providing access to clean
water and sanitation for all. A
present 12 million South Afri-
cans do not have access to clean
water, and 21 million do not
have adequate sanitation.

“The right to clean water is a
fundamental human right, but it
is meaningless if a woman has to
walk 42 km a day to get water. [
helieve that the whole point of
the RDP is to undo the legacy of
apartheid. We have people in
cities who can draw thousands
of litres of water a day whileit is
not possible for even 201 of
water to be drawn in townships
and squatter camps.”

Asmal says his portfolio is

central to the RDP, which ac-
counts for it being accorded a

Cabinet position. But at the end
of the day there are no boun-
daries beiween departments.

The Minister had spent his
first day being briefed by direc-
tor-general Tinus Erasmus and
the directors of the various divi-
sions of Water Affairs and For-
estry. He paid tribute to the
work that had been done.

“It is very illuminating o see
how much work has been done
and the extent of our interna-
tional contact. In some ways we
lead the world. Now we must re-

- Erigat e, ol S T e e
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late all this to the RDP.”
The new era will be funda-

mentally different because it in-
volves a redefinition of communi-
ty involvement, Asmal says.
“One of the great events of the
past few weeks is the extraordi-

. nary outpouring of the communi-

ty in wanting to be invelved.
That is why [ will propose an
Advisory Council on Water in-
volving & very different version
of the community consumer,
commercial consumer, agricul-
tural consumer, the ordinary Joe

t to clean water

PICTURE: DUIF DU TOI

Bloggs in townships.

“The point is a comprehensive
solution to water, and every
water-interested person must be
involved.”

Asmal brings with him a life-
time of experience in adminstra-
tion. He was involved in setting
up structures of government-in-
exile and university administra-
tion. After graduating as a law-
yer from the London School of
Economies in 1963, he taught ad-
ministrative law for 15 years at
Trinity College, Dublin, where he

held the posifioiT ol Dean of Arts.

Born in 1934 in Stanger, he is |
the sixth child in a family of six |
brothers and two sisters. He
grew up in a lower middle class
family of “genteel lace-curtain
poverty”, he says, and pays trib-
ute to his father who invested
everything he could in his chil-
dren’s education.

He has to be coaxed into ad-
mitting that he was a top stu-
dent.

“My father had this rule: if
you came first you goi a half-
crown, second two shillings, if
you came third — a kick on the
backside. He did not have to do
the last!” Asmal says.

"I regret very much my father
wasn't alive to be at the inau-
guration because he would have
shared a great deal of the joy,
the elan, the sense of South Airi-

canness.”’
From the age of 12, Asmal

knew he wanted to be a lawyer.
It was then that he saw banned
films of the Nazi concentration
camps.

“] saw the films and I de-
cided 1 was going io fight this
kind of perversion and degrada-
tion. I only made the connection
to my country when [ was 16 or
17.”

He couldn’t go to the universi-
ty of his choice, he says, so he
went teaching, while doing his
legal degree though linisa —
“the most painful way to study’,
he says. -

“My great teacher and mentor
was a remarkable gentleman,
Albert Luthuli. He was banished
and restrieted to the lower Tuge-
la area and al the age of 12 he
gave me & vision of South Afri-

ca.

In 1959, he left South Africa to
study law in London. There he
married an English lass, Louise,
adopted two children, Rafiq and
Adam, and is the proud grandfa-
ther to six-months-old Oisim —
“with whom I'll spend more time
than I ever did with my own chil-
dren”.

How does it feel now being a
leader?

“It's the most exhilarating
feeling of my life,” says Asmal. “1
would have hoped that it hap-
pened 10 or 15 years ago when |
was younger, but if I have five
yvears of contribution to make I
would die a happy person.”




Big
JOHN YELD
Environment Reporter

SOUTH Africa’s ‘return from
the political wilderness coin-
cides with new ties on the envi-
ronmental front — Cape pupils
are now able to plug into some
10 000 international computer
information networks, thanks
to a new resource centre.

The centre, developed by the
Fairest Cape Association at its

Cape Town City Hall headquar-
ters, has been supplied with a
computer and software, courte-
sy of Metal Box Liquid Pack-
aging.

NAaANeC
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for pupils

q’Speaking at the official open-
Ing yesterday, Fairest Cape ex-
ecutive director Roger Hulley
said his association had been
inundated with requests for en-
vironmental information over
the years — particularly re-
garding effective waste man-
agement.

The centre would be accessi-
ble to pupils working on envi-
ronmental projects and to oth-

€rs requiring information about
environmental issues.

The new computer would al-
low these visitors to plug into
data banks both in South Africa
and internationally.

W
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Water Affairs and Forest
Kader Asmal said yesterdaf

The push to improve water provision

Clean water pr

— All South Africans wonld oo
to clean drinking water and -~
safe sanitation within the next three years,
inister

xemised for all

.~ national water and sanitation programme
} which would assist households to securea |
~ %, clean water supply of 20-301 litres a head a4 |

.- day within a 200m reach; ag well as the |

Was a response to genuine needs expressed .4 provision of adequate sanitation facilitjes

during ANC

‘most urgent demand in many
miore so than housing and jobs,
.Asmal said more than 12-million

tation and refuse removal -

“It will henceforth be
department to treat water security
basic human right,” he said.

The immediate aim was to establish

) people’s forums prior to the
election. Access to water had emerged asa

areas - ;;i:jf&,w;jﬁe said
he said. -¥'***supplies also req
_ ) people "%, redress inequities. A’ “)if _
- In the country did not have access to water .. s low income cohsurhers was required. -
.and 21-million did not have adequate sani- ~~% % Other consumers ' wonld - have to

the policy of the i | -
as & - funds would Liave to be considered to assjst

.&1 - A “minimum programme” could be ip
* “place within the next. threé i -]

- " -a |
", more to assist the less affluent, and gl‘alzltg' 1

=, local distributors of water to operate or a | .
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sustainable basis. .
Large injections of funds would also be

needed in the medium term to meet the
water and sanitation objectives of govern-

ment’s reconstruction and JHeyelopment

| programme, he said. (G~

A National Water cil -wollld be es-
tablished soon to increase public involve-
ment in water policy formulation, and re-
source and financial allocations,

B/bay 2ol
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There would be a shift in emphasis to
small rural water supply projects from
large water projects — and application of
the “polluter pays” principle.

Asmal said he would discuss the Lesotho
Highlands water project and the Komati-
poort water project with the governments
of Lesotho and Swaziland, respectively.

He also said certain unspecified state
dams would be renamed.
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Mz‘m‘ster announces sweeping policy changes

M BY SHIRLEY WOODGATE

Sweeping changes to the
country’s water policy include
a countrywide tariff hike to
make water affordable for
everyone, forcing large con-
_sumers to pay more on a slid-
ing secale for increased con-
snmption, and placing the
poor on a “lifeline” tariff.

This move was part of the
ambitious revamp of the
Water Affairs and Forestry
Department announced by the

new Minister, Professor Kader
Asmal, in Pretoria yesterday.

In line with the ANC’s Re-
construction and Development
Programme, Asmal's immedi-
ate aim is {o create a national
water and sanitation pro-
gramme which would help all
households to secure a clean
and safe daily water supply of
20-30 litres within 200 m for
each person.

For the first time, water se-
curity is to be regarded as a
basic human right.

The emphasis falls heavily
on community and grassroots
involvement in policy plan-
ning, including the establish-

ment of ational Water
Couneil. —i>
Another~priority is ade-

quate and safe sanitation faci-
lities.

Asmal said the new policy
had been develnped to combat
an “appalling” apartheid-
linked situation where more
than 12 milion did not have
access {0 clean drinking

N ew water-tor-all scheme

water, 21 million did not have
proper sanitation and refuse
removal, less than half the
rural population had safe and
accessible water supplies, and
only ¢ne in two people had ac-
cess to adequate sanitation.

He said resources would be
allocated to empower medium
and small coniractors to en-
gage in development.

Asmal is to press for a
larger slice of the Budget to
finance his plans.
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|0 Threats prompt’ initiative

JOHN YELD
Environment Reporter

SERIOUS threats to the
Knysna lagoon and its
catchment area have
prompted a new initiative
to “Keep” these important
natural assets safe.

A Knysna Environmental

Education Project (Keep) has
been launched by conservation-
ists, teachers and other com-
munity leaders to protect the
lagoon and its catchment —
much of it a declared national
park.

The project is the brainchild
of Robyn Vincent, who staried
a recycling centre in the south-
ern Cape tourist town three
years ago, and schoolteachers
who wanted an effective outlet
for their pupils’ willingness to
protect their spectacular envi-
ronment.

An interim project commit-
tee, elected at a recent meet-
ing in the town, includes repre-
| sentatives of the Wildlife
“Society, National Parks Board
and Outeniqua Trust, as well as
teachers from Percy Mdlala
High School and Sunridge Pri-
mary School. |

Mrs Vincent said the huge in-
crease in Knysna’s tourist pop-
ulation, combined with a resi-
dent population which has
more than doubled in the past
five years, had placed a tre-
mendous strain on the natural
environment. |

Pollution and siltation from
agriculture, housing develop-
ments, industry and the illegal
clearing of indigenous vegeta-
tion were having a major nega-
tive effect on the lagoon.

' “If you could see the filth
that kids pick up on ‘clean-up’

days, it's quite disgusting,” Mrs
Vincent said.

Laws and regulations pro-
mulgated to protect the area’s
natural environment were not
being observed.

Although the National Parks
Board was responsible for
managing much of the lagoon,
it was “very understaffed”.

" The main objective of the
new project would be to raise
funds for the employment of a
person to promote conserva-
tion and environmental and de-
velopment dprogrammes, Mrs
Vincent said. |

The project aimed to.influ-
ence all opinion-makers, to as-
sist schools with environmental
education, and to embark on an
upliftment programme for the
town’s informal community.

“Our first responsibility will
be with the municipality and
businesses — we want to cre-
ate a network between the
council, the business communi-
ty, all environmental organisa-
tiqrtlls and schools,” Mrs Vincent
said.

The parks board warden had
been “very excited” by the pro-
ject. He said “you get much
greater success when you have
the whole community in-
volved.” -

One of the project’s planned
initiatives involved transport-
ing women to and from the in-
formal settlement on the hill to
exotic plantations which were
invading sensitive areas of nat-
ural vegetation.

The women would cut the
exotic wood and sell it for an
income, instead of damaging
the indigenous forest close to
thg{iir seftlement, Mrs Vincent
said. '
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‘Own Correspondent

DURBAN — Settlement of
the rival land claims at St
Lucia has been delayed yet
- again because of a legal
technicality that hinges on
who is responsible for de-
ciding the issue.

It now appears that Land
Affairs Minister Derek
Hanekom and Mineral and
Energy Affairs Minister
Pik Botha will be asked to
appoint a new body to re-
solve claims by the
Mbuyazi and Mkhwanazi
clans, who were evicted

USINESS DAY, Tuesday, May 24 1994

Legal hitch delays
ruling on land claims

from the eastern shores of
the lake between the 1950s
and 1970s to make way for
forestry plantations.
Former Mining Minister
George Bartlett announced
shortly before the election
that a decision could not be
made on Richards Bay
Minerals’ application to
mine St Lucia until rival
claims were settled by the
Commission for Land Allo-

cation {CLA).

8t Lucia review panel
chairman Judge Hamon
Leon — who recommended
that St Lucia should not be
mined — also asked the
CLA to investigate the
matter.

However, CLA secretary
Jan Barnard said yester-
day that the St Lucia
claims fell outside the
mandate of the commmis-

sion, which is empowered
to deal with claims arising
from forced removals un-
der apartheid.

The CLA had asked for-
mer Land Affairs Minister |
Tobie Meyer (now Deputy
Land Minister) to place the
St Lucia claims within the
commission’s mandate —
but Meyer had “elected not

to do 50( Sio

Barnard said the matter
had now been referred to
the offices of Hanekom and
Botha. Neither Minister
was available for comment
yesterday.




By FRED KOCKOTT

MINISTER of Environ-
mental Affairs Dawie de
Villiers has asked an ANC
“environment task group to
| submit formal proposals
for a commission of inquiry
jnto the Thor Chemicals
operation in South Africa
and the monitoring of its

activities by for goy-
erning agencies.dgblb
- Thor Chemicals, particu-
larly its importation of
thousands of tons of mer-
cury waste, featured high
on the agenda of the first
| meeting between the ANC's
environment desk, Dr de
Villiers and his deputy,
Major-General Bantu Holo-

misa. ‘24 S [Fee

Dr de Villiers asked fo
briefing document to be
compiled along with the
proposal for a commission
of inquiry.

The document is heing
compiled by Earthlife
spokesman, Chris Albertyn,
and will be submitted to the
minister tomMoOrrow.

“0Of particular concern is
tiat Thor has imported
vast quantities of waste on
the understanding that it
will be recycled, and they
have not been able to do
go,” said Mr Albertyn.

““Most of the waste
remains unprocessed, and
neither Thor mnor the
| authorities know what to do
| about it.”
| He said most of the prob-
lems at Thor were the
result of an ineffective reg-
l ulatory system.

~ «“The purpese of an inqui-
ry will be 10 examine ways
of preventing a recurrence

of similar problems,” he
said.
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Greening of the townships
A NEWereseuufces cexg*e aimed%i q p

promoting environmental awareness [ By NOMSA WILLIAMS
in black _tﬂw]z‘:'li Iuas been opened e

in‘Langa; * - cational programmes on litter remov-
The Tsoga Environimental Centre is al,' recycling, and greening of town- -
the first environmental resource cen- ships. The programme is being funded

tre in the Western Cape black town- largely by big business.
ships and the first effort by black They also plan to run workshops on

people to tackle such problems. a variety of subjects including video
It 1s aimed at fighting ignorance, and photography.

particularly among black people, The centre i1s the brainchild of Tho-

about environmental issues and also  beka Thamage, an environmental law-

plans to involve township residents in ver, Nomathemba Hlatshwayo, a com-

dealing with these issues2. IS K. munity worker, and Zolile Ngose, a
Tsoga plans to run training and edu film-producer and director.




‘Urgent’ revie%f
SABIE — SA’s forestry policy is ihe
reviewed as a matter of urgency by the
Forestry Council, according to Water Af-
fairs and Forestry Minister Kadar Asmal.

‘In a speech prepared for delivery at the
opening of the Sabie Forest Fair in the
Fastern Transvaal on Saturday, Asmal
pleaded with the forestry industry for an
:Eunest and wholehearted cumf:;itment to

ange”in SA. TS ‘!

The Minister said in ﬁéstry objectives
should be the provision of decent housing
for workers and their families as well as
the advancement of workers through liter-
acy programmes and the inclusion of
workers in management structures,

- A further goal would be to cut timber
wastage, possibly by providing communi-
ties with the opportunity to utilise waste
timber.

‘ The urgent establishment of short-rota-
tion fuel-wood plantations in the rural

tgct;j;orestry policy

area$ was needed to stem the destruction
of natural vegetation for fuel, Asmal said.

These wood lots should be planted close
to settlements to facilifate watering and

care, Asmal said. 9;54‘:,%
havetd be made

Greater efforts wo
to export less raw material and to use
more waste paper and cardboard at pulp
and paper mills. ~

Since these milis used wood as a source
of fibre, other sources such as fast-growing
shrubs and agricultural waste needed to be
investigated, said the Minisier.

However, he made specific moves to
quell fears in the forestry community.

“It would be unwise, and it is certainly
not my intention, to introduce uncertainty
and instability by hastily introducing new
policy which has not been well considered.

“There must be full consultation,” As-
mal said. - Sapa.




mnmg the hearts and

minds of people is how

the new Minister of En-
vironment Affairs and Tourism,
Dr Dawie de Villiers intends to
promote his portfolio.

Powerful legislation, in the
form of the Environmental Con-
servation Act 1989, makes it pos-
sible for De Villiers to wield the
big stick. But he says this is not
the way to go.

"] am aware of quite extensive

powers that exist and I will not
hesitate to use them reasonably
and in the correct manner,” he
says. “But with many things, and
with the environment particular-
ly, one would like to win the
hearts and minds of people; so
you don't need to use a heavy
hand to get it right.”

The 1989 Act makes it manda-
tory for government depart-
ments whose functions impact
on the environment to apply the
policies of the Act. It also em-
powers the environment minis-
ter to identify any activity which
is detrimental to the environ-
ment, and to prohibit the activity
except by written authorisation
from him after an environmental
impact assessment.

“Some people may not be
aware of how powerful the Act
is,” De Villiers concedes. “Some
people may not be aware that
every human activity impacts on
the environment. But there is a
growing awareness of the impor-
tance of what we do fur the en-
vironment.

“If you believe the environ-
ment can be promoted only by

_'_-__Hd—_-—_.__—__—_________

spells out his philosophy — which precludes
a big stick — to Science Writer Anita Allen

the big stick, you've lost. Even in
the Cabinet I can forget about it
unless ['ve convinced them.

“So it is a challenge that I
must approach in a different
way. At the end of the day all
right-minded people must reahse
that unlegs we care for our en-
vironment, unless we really build
& sustainable world we’ll end up
with a wasteland.”

De Villiers has the advantage
of experience in the workings of
many of the departments,

(olden mean

As a Cabinet member of the
National Party and leader in the
Cape, he has held the portfolios
of trade and industry, mineral
and energy affairs, post and tele-
communications, welfare public
enterprises and tourism.

With this background, he does
not see the environment as a
brake on development and taiks
about the golden mean.

“What we should strive for is

to find the balance. The buzz

word is sustainable develop-
ment, but I prefer balance —
balance develnpments with con-
servation in such a way that yvou
do not deplete resources.

“We' have tremendous de-
velopment challenges and we
must utilise all the means we

have, mobilise the people at
grassrouts and every level.

“Create an awareness —
that’s the way [ think we can
make & success of it. In this ap-
proach we need reasonableness,
we need moderation in all
things. We can’t achieve every-
thing to the satisfaction of every-
one — ihe {fask is just too big
even if we utilise all our re-
sources. We must seek the gold-
en mean.”

He dismisses the suggestion.

that environmental protection
might be better served if a duty
to care for the environment had
been included along with the
right to a healthy environment in
the Bill of Rights.

“Rights must be exercised
within the reality of & world and
I don’t think one should look to
the Bill of Rights to judge the
challenges we have, or {0 mea-
sure whether we are going to

succeed or not. We can end up

with endless court cases if you

try to determine State policy

only according to a Bill of
Rights. If we are going to treat
our environment in that way
then we are going to reduce it to
law courts and we are not going
to make progress.”

He is frankly delighted with
his portfolio — it’s a tremendous

m

WV Dawie aims at hearts, minds
St 2O

ENVIRONMENT Minister Dawie de Villiers ‘ S lz‘hﬂilenge and he likes chal-

lenges.

“Rather give me a challenge
than an easy job. I work hard
and I expect those with me to do
the same. I don't think I'm un-
reasonable, but 'm a person
who likes to get things done. Not
tomorrow, bui today, if possi-

ble." - ('5&:.)

He sa¥s he 1's"ﬂfptmust1c about
the future, but South Africa has
tremendous problems and every-
thing depends on how they are
tackled.

Time is of the essence, he
adds, and he is confident his
two departments will quickly
reap benefits from solidly laid
ground work — in the case of
tourism he is reaping the seeds
he sowed himself in 1980 when
he first held the portfolio.

“"Hegardless of the past years
— sanctions, the viclence — my
departments have done a lot of
good ground work and we must
now pick up on that.”

Plus side

Ensuring an environmental
focus in development won't al-
ways be easy, De Villiers ac-
knowledges, but on the phis side
“we are fortunate because now
more than ever before there is a
realisation that if you break the
rules you will pay later”.

Asked if there wasn't a danger
of him being the “fall guy” for
untpopoular decisions where en-
vironmental needs have to take
precedence over purely human
needs, De Villiers says he is res-
olute. “T've never been afraid to
make difficult decisions and to
fight for them. But unpopular de-
cisions need not go against the
interests of the people, that is
the point.

- “Proper planning with en-
vironmental concerns worked in
will In the longer term work in
favour of the community. And
this is what I must convince peo-
ple of.

“] have an open door. I wil
take as many inputs as I can
from stakeholders and interest
groups, but one must also take
the responsibility of government.
After you have listened — do!™

¢t
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Dams 25% higher
.than a year ago
than a year agc

[

i

-

.f The gve'ragék"leigl of dams ?7..
ol - countrywide s higher than at the
M ‘same time last year, with the

- exception of some reservoirs in

. parts of Eastern and Northern

: Transvaal and northemn st)
‘“KwaZulu/Natal, according to

" Water Affairs Department

- director of hydrology Stefan van
_Biljon. Despite the generally
~improved situation, with the 139
‘major dams countrywide

i ' -averaging 66 percent full up

‘25 percent from May 1993),
‘strict water restrictions are still in
“ force in areas which include the
;Fanie Botha, Braam - ..
.Raubenheimer, Ebenezer and
Blyderivierspoort dams, he said.
At the end of the summer rainfall
-season, the average water level
'in the Vaal River System, which
serves the PWV, stands at
‘38 percent. This is compared with
45 percent in May last year,
Rand Water.
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environmental priorities.

Smoke and asbestos targeted

Environment.

priorities

get shake-up
| SA=x zilag

| g o wood fires, industrial pollution '
The PWV government is about’ and the widespread use of as-.
40 do some radical reshuffling of Destos roofs in township homes. -

Pollu-

i

vides, pollution from coal and

Shiceka pointed out that res-

tion from wood and coal 1ires;:: piratory illnesses among black: |
and the domestic use of asbestos’,, children were about seven times
rank high on the list of Provin- " hi

‘ment Sicelo Shiceka’ (& =

The Minister. announced
terday that the entire provineial
- Cabinet would be {ree-planting

gher than among white chil- |
cial Minister for th Enviljn-_

trate on some of the region's

ange Farm (0 Soshanguve and
. from KwaThema 0 Bekkersdal.

a beautiful neighbourheod in-
cludes parks and trees and
clean sidewalks, but it goes be-
yond that to the development of
healihy communities,
crime, where people can relax.”

The provincial government’s

adequate housing and poor Ser-

dvren, largely due 1o indoor pollu-
~tion from coal and wood
yes-

ia] - respiratory illness is also consid-
~‘érably higher in black children.
‘The introduction of electricity is

- on Sunday, ‘World Euvimnmem:-_;i.
Day. Members would concen= €
" expectancy of black children.” -

most barren townships, from Or- “"Shieeka made it plain that he -

“0Of course the development of .
_identified by s o

.Programme, he said.
free of

longer-term goals, therefore, in-
cluded tackling the issues of in-

t] smoke.
“As a result, the death rate froin

essential for improving the life

regarded environmental control
essentially as an aspect of sqund
development. Many problems

fice .could be
solved only in the context of the -
Reconsirvetion and Development

To counter the dangers of as-
bestos — which increases the in-
cidence of fatal forms of cancer
—_ Shiceka said he was commit-
ted to changing building codes |
and rectifying past mistakes. \



[0 RSC agrees to develop
after on-site meeting

JOHN YELD, Environment wmun..mm_.

CONSERVATIONISTS opposed to a new
restaurant complex and funicular railway at
Cape Point will meet Western Cape environ-
mental minister Lerumo Kalako next week
in a bid to stop the R4 million development.

This follows a decision yesterday by the execu-
tive committee of the Western Cape Regional
Services Council to approve the controversial
proposal after an on-sife meeting in the Cape ot
Good Hope nature reserve.

About 25 RSC councillors who visited the pro-
posed site at the parking area below the summit
of Cape Point gave a unanimous “thumbs-up” to
their executive committee which had been given
delegated powers at the last RSC meeting to take

a final decision.

After a 40-minute site visit, during which they
were briefed by senior RSC staff, the executive
committee held a 15-minute meeting in their hus
outside the nearby Homestead restaurant — the
site originally proposed for the new development
— before taking a unanimous decision.

RSC chairman Piet Loubser told journalists
the developers, Concor, had been pressing them
for a decision and he expected the 12-month con-
tract to start almost immediately.

But the draft agreement between the RSC and
the developers would be submitted to the coun-
cil’'s insurance brokers and attorneys for further
scrutiny and possible input.

There were “most important” clauses in the
contract protecting the environment — “every-
thing humaniy possible has been provided for,”
Mr Loubser said.

The developers would be asked to make as lit-
tle impact on tourists as possible, particularly
during the season.

But the RSC’s decision was slammed by the
handful of environmentalists who held a placard
protest during the councillors’ site meeting.

Alida Croudace of the Red Hill Landowners’
Conservation Group called the decision “‘the
country's defeat” and said councillors had only
been addressed at the site meeting by RSC staff
in favour of the development at the Point.

“If they had really wanted to do the proper
thing they should have had environmentalists tell

b

them our side,” she said.

Andy Gubb of the Wildlife Society said they
were “deeply disappointed” and that the RSC's
decision “smacked of political and economic ex-
pediency’.

“It’s not often, if ever, that a priceless jewel
such as Cape Point has its fate decided in a mere
few minutes by a local authority council sitiing
in a tour bus.

“This reflects on the level of priority given to
_ the matter,” he said.

The lobby opposed to the development had se-
cured a meeting with Mr Kalako next week and
would ask him to place a moratorium on building
work until a full environmental assessment — In-
cluding other, possibly more appropriate sites —-
had been done, Mr Gubb said.
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WE PROTEST! Environmentalists objecting to the m_.o_...__n.mm.a res-
taurant get their message across to councillors during their visit.




H BY ANITA ALLEN
SCIENCE WRITER

A high-powered initiative
aimed at ensuring that
the southern African re-
gion becomes the focal
point of the global eco-
tourism industry was offi-
cially launched in the
Addo Elephant National
Park at the weekend.

The Open Africa Initia-
tive (QAJ) is the brain-
child of director Noel de
Villiers, who started the

Avis motor hire company. -

Its board of founding
trustees boasts some of

the country’'s mosi re-
gpected names in the en-

| vironment field. - :

They are National
Parks Board president

chief executive Dr Robbie
‘Robinson, Natal Parks
Board chief executive Dr
 George Hughes, political
figures Dr Van Zyl Slab-

bert and Dr Enos Mabu- ‘-

za, SA Tourism Board
chief director Ernie
Heath, Sowetan editor
Aggrey Klaaste, Dennis
Moss, Errol Martin and
Geoffrey Lipman. -

The OAI seeks to es-
tablish an independent,

non-profit voluntary asso-
ciation of individuals and
organisations.

This will be made up of
chapters of OAI member-
ship, who will establish

branches, elect & chair-

man, and participate in
extending the OAI vision

“and objectives at the

local level. %
The network of meni-
bers will be headed by

- the founding board of

trustees, which upholds
the integrity, stature and
expertise of the associa-
tion. Honorary trustees
will be appointed from

the ranks of the tourism
* {ndustry and environ-
. ment professionals. -

Many other experts in
related fields will be in-

‘volved, to create a net-
~work of professionals,

Naas Steenkamp and ranging from scientists,

conservationisis and en-
vironmentalists to archi-
tects, engineers, design-

ers, writers and artists.

. The OAI seeks to con-
nect the minds and ex-

pertise of a great variety

. of people all linked by the
~game single-minded ob-

jective: to make southern
Africa the world’s major

. . eco-destination.

“We have what the
world wants,” De Villiers

De Villier

;% - . -._.
o

A
/-::_-: P,

. .. ambi-
~ tious plan. |

Sk
ys. ve theOpen

spaces and the pristine
areas. What we don't
have is the finance, but

tourists have the curren-
ey we need.” .
" He would like all South

Africans to think tourism
and to direct their con-
duet towards ensuring
that southern Africa in-
creases . its share of the
global tourism market. |
The OAI dreain envis-
ages a series of unparal-
leled wildlife, scenic and

cultural attractions

': ﬂtretching from Kenya,
.through Zimbabwe, to
" the Kruger Park, Natal,

.catering for some

., test growing.

| Ta.ilor—ni_ade

bound late 20th century,
~the desire to return to
" nature has become an in-
“ternational trend. Here is
‘'@ business which might
~ Africa, and the frame-

the Garden Route and
Cape Town, and then up
through Namibia.

“Today tourism is the
world's leading industry,

400 million people an-
nually. It is also the fas-

“In the technology-

have been tailor-made for

work for development al-

. ready exists.”

The final result will be
socio-economic uplift-

. ment through vastly en-
| haneed opportunities for

entrepreneurs and scope

~ for the creation of mil-
lions of jobs.

“We can and must use
our exceptional environ-
mental heritage for the
benefit if all our people
and make it the unique:
mark of our place in glob-

al society.”




1CAPE TOWN — Government esti-

§ mates that it will cost R10bn-R13bn to
{ provide clean drinking water and
| basic sanitation to the entire popula-
§ tion within three years%b'

i  Water Affairs and Forestry Minister
| Kader Asmal said yesterday that as the
i huge project was part of the reconstruc-
| tion and development programme, it
| would be financed from a separate RDP
| budget, not by his department.

i Asmal’s adviser Len Abrams said that
| while the department’s budget was expect-
I ed to rise nominally this year, it would
§ drop in real terms from last year