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THE Christian Chureh
in South Africa is facing
a year of crisis in 1984

The report of the Eloff
Commission of Inquiry
into the South African
Council of Churches
(SACC) is due to be
tabled this year — and
it could lead to govern-
ment action against the
body to which many of
the major churches are
affiliated.

And two leading black
church leaders, Bishop
Desmond Tutu and Dr
Allan Boesak, have
warned in interviews of
growing tensions be-
tween black and white
Christians in South
Africa.

Dr Boesak, president
of the World Alliance of
Churches, said these
tensions were under-
lined by the referendum
vote in November last
year. -

He said most white
Christians had voted
“yes” in the belief that
this was a step in the
right direction, but for
“most black Christians
‘ this is ludicrous”.

Sons on border

“There are real ten-
sions between white
Christians whose sons
go to the border and
black Christians whose
sons fight them”, Dr
Boesak said.

Bishop Tutu, general
secretary of the SACC,
said it was not surpris-
ing that there were ten-
sions in the churches, as
Christians were human
beings.

“It is an axiom. Any-
thing that pleases most
whites displeases most
blacks, and vice versa.

“The churches are
part of society and they
wiil reflect that
society,” he said.

Both Bishop Tutu and
[Dr Boesak said many
| white people supported

the Christian message of
i liberation, which most
i black people backed,
f with the result that the
}division in the church
| was not purely racial.

. Many major churches
‘had also declared apart-
]heid a heresy and had
I called for a “no” vote in
the referendum.

The whole question of
liberation is something
that is going to loom
large in South Africa
and in the church: What
is the role of the church

in the total liberation
struggle? ‘

Most white Christians
thought of reconcilia-
tion because they saw
reconcitiation as an

easy option, Bishepi|.

Tutu said.

But biack people with-
in the major churches
emphasized more the
liberation aspect of the
Christian faith and this
had lead to tensions.

This was particularly
reflected by the issue of
vioclence.

Many white Chris-
tians, Bishop Tutu said,
had suddenly woken up
as pacifists, although
they had supported a
war against a violent
nazi regime. They also
refused to see the vio-
lence inside South
Africa, the violence of
apartheid.

‘Society of violence’

“They refuse to ac-
knowledge that South
Africa is already a
society of violence,” he
said.

Dr Boesak said South
Africa was becoming
more and more of a
national security State,
which most white and
some black people he-
lieved in. .

“The churches have to
decide whether they are
going to be used by the
State with its totalitar-
ian character.”

In 1981 the Siate
President had said at an
NG Sendingkerk meet-
ing that the total op-
slaught against South

Africa was the on-
slaught against the
Kingdom of God, but
most black Christians
rejected this and the
churches would have fo
decide how far they
would be allowed to be
drawn into this frame-
work.

‘Participate’

Unless there were
total change from the
apartheid system, “we
will not support it”.

Dr Boesak said the
churches had declared
apartheid to be a her-
esy.
“QOnce you have said
apartheid is a heresy,
the only thing left is for
the church to continu-
ously participate in the
struggle against that
heresy.”

However, most white
churches would go
along with it
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stumped 6 ENOW Whv It
cas’t bappen 1o Durbar

it wmprral umparualiiy
Vic Hohls, secretary of the
Natal Cricket Assuciation.
says that those are the con-
ditions defined in the Li-
guor ACl pertalmng te
Kingsmead's houor licence
and it is Durban cricket’s
respopsibihty 1o ensure
they are observed.

s 2 ne-ball sitwation with
the police in Durban too.
They declare that the law
is the law and that they are
10t concerned with what
~appens at Newiands or
Wanderers or why.

its no use the campaigners
1oliering "how's that™ and
1oping for a favourable de-
“ision Booze and cricket
at Kinpsmead. it seems.
1as been clean bowled and
's quite defrniteiy out for a
duck
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Calvinisi

By MAURITZ MOOLMARN
A LEADING Afrikaner Calvinist theole
gian has calied for the Defence Force
Amendment Act ic¢ be re-amended to
make provision for conscientious objec-
tors who refuse military service on mor-
al grounds,

Al present the Act only makes provi-
ston for certain categories of religious
objectors.

Professor Amie van Wyk of the the-
ological school of the Gereforrneerde
Rerk (Dopper Church) at Hammansk-
raal, gives four grounds for objecting to
the present Act: theological. ethical, ra-
tional and juridical considerations

In the latest edition of the Calvinist
monthly Woord en Daad he says humans
have been called on by God to build upos
and make the earth habitable — not to
damage or destrov it. Moreover, they
belong to Christ in body and soul.

The State shoule therefors tare par
tiruiar care nat tefall inte state abs
1sm where peapie are totaliv or largeis
usurped by the State

On ethical grounds it should be recog-
nised that situations could arise where a
persons’ consclence prevents him from
taking part in a particular cause.

“May he then be jorced to go agamst
his conscience or eise be jailed”" Prof
Van Wyk asks

According te Calvimist decirine the
State mav not force itself tpon z subject
who calls on his own conscience

Thirdlv. on rationa) grounds. it could
be asked whether 1t would not be betrer
and more rationa! to allow & moral ok
Jector the same right to do community
service as have religious obyectors

There are. fourthly, judicial chjec-
tions 16 non-recognition of moral chyec-
tors. Prof Van Wyk savs

1 dor 1aW refdrm’y

He 33¥5 iL tne norma; tur of Judre:a’
afiairs hazituel criminals are penalised
each ume thev have commitied an of-
fence

“Bul in this case — apart from the
fact that the conscientious objector 1s
declared a criminal — the Law states
that a first time offender cannot be pun-
ished a second time. Is this not the only
case where a second time offender is not
penalised”

“The Act therefore goes cripple from
ar 1inherent contradiction 1t holds back
from branding an unrepeniant trans-
gressor an habitual crimipal”

“I therefore plead for the Act 10 be re-
amended 1o make provision for moral
conscientious objectors. How difficult 1t
maxy be. o me ii seems an ethically
respansibie standpomnt. especiatly for a
soclely which had had to contend with
such a lot of criucism regarding ‘Institu-
ticnalised vioience'.” be savs

Tugabe
acks PLO

-RARE. — Zimbabwe's
‘me Minister, Mr Robert
"Eabe. has sen! a message

ot ed support to the

les Liberation Organi-
ion .. ider, Mr Yassar

ifa

“he i-. ssage. semt to mark
1 aniversary of the

O, re aifirmed Zim-
¥ sacking for the
-uggie jor seli-determina-
V', — Bapa-aP.

ne of the world’
national Pianoforte Competition. Sharing a moment of t
iversity of South Africa were, from left, Russe] Peters, fro

2s Rault, both from France. The preliminary rounds began [
form with the P

By J MANUEL CORREIA

. T¥ Correspondent
“DALLAS” — which ends its
run in March and which the
SABC will probably not buy
again — was still clinging 10
No 1 spot an the SABC popu-
larity ratings from Novemn-
ber 28 to December 4.

According fo the SABC
yesterday, "Quincy” ~ which
comes {0 an end nexst week —
slipped to third place. from

second in the previous rai-

ings iist.

Its place was taker by the
last epizode of “Herberg™. in
which the identity of the mur-
derer was revealed — whick
might account for its having
overtaken “Quincy”.

“The Devlin Conneciion”
made an astonishingly quick
climb to No 4 — although this
is to be expected in a Satur-
day nmight series — and the
controversial “Town Guarg™
came m fifth

Surprisingiy, the film “As-
signment Munick”, consid-
ered pot tog hot by film
guides and criucs, came
sixth

Sport achieved seventh
place in the ratngs. attribu-
ted to the golf at Sum City.
Normally sport comes fairiy
low in the ratings.

The popular guiz pro-
gramme “Fhinkdink’ . wiick
has also ended 115 run. came

Wereld van Harold Lioyd ™.

“Police File” made 10th
place, which is pood news,
because it is an invaluabie
aid in the fight against erime.

An SABC spokesman ves-
terday agreed that the latest
ratings reflected a somewhat
erralic patlierp. and said he
bad been aware for some
time of shoricomings in the
SyStem.

People in the 2 (KM-strong’
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s most gifted young pianists have assembled in Pretoria to take part in the Second In-
ension before their performances at the
the United States, Laurent Philippe and

ast Wednesday and the six finalists wili
ACT symphony orchestra on January 18 at the State Theatre in Pretoria.

Pachoe JILLIAN EDELSTEIN

tude Food’ and tips on better sex

°E TOWN. — The Diree-
te of Publications had
2aled against a commit-
fecision that the publica-
“How to Improve your
Life” by Dr David Delvin
not undesirable, the di-
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elghtt. ané minin was

“Die  judging panel probably tend-
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TV Correspondent

A MAJOR Jobannesburg
UHF aerial manufacturer
[has been flooded with com-
plaints by people who have
bought cheaper. imporied
:aeriais in the hope of getung
rgood Bop-TV receptior —

H—_—

iand are apparently not gei-
iting It
b A senior executive of the

lcompany said vesterdav
SN . :
o MI ve had Lr;..:el.‘ peopie wao
have bough: these aeriais
that. regretiabiv. there's
nothing 1 can ac about 1L
“The oniv aerial wits prov-
" en rasults for Bop-TV s the

‘Dallas’ still tops despite SABC canc
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i\lMany are disa
iwith aerials fc
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NATIONAL servicemen
wantung lifts te ané from
_camp!

' Ring wvour local Call and

Ride Safe number. Every ef-
*u fort will be made 1o get vou
home absolutely free.

Drivers with empty seats
in your cars' Give a soldier a
lift. Tell Call and Ride Safe
where and whea you are
travelling.

Duty bst

TRANSVAAL:

Wenwaexand (013 435 B4SE
Prewns (012 709242

-

" Call to soidiérs ‘
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FAL:

now un-banned

be sold, hired or lent ogt to
persons under the age of 18,

The appeal board had also
ruled that “Two Women” by
Laurie Lee and “35mm
Photography — Vol 2, No 1,

January 1984” by Model and

undesirable” by the appeal
board — but the latter may
not be sold to persons under
18 nor be displaved with the
inner pages open

From now on it will be an
offence to import and/or dis-

Peonshs 1983 Wvastern Arsas Tabie Tan
A ASEaaanon;

From now on it will be ap
offence to possess the follow-
ing undesirable publications:
Sax Tool [Chves Harms=on;

Photo Orgy Lisck Parker;
Bits 0n tha Suda (K en WWomtes

Arzrus hews — Vo 19 No 1. damury
1983 inct miste?

Teach Me (Chrs Fovmeon!

Facty Bnd Fspos — 13th vol ko S
Semiamber 16, ‘B3 {sdnad by Holund

New Afncs News — ho 42. Sectamper-
Octobar 19873 thaw Abrvrs Mot ™ rdese

vilia
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eligious war’ if

mosque is removed

By JEANETTE MINNIE
Munlicipal Correspondent

THE secretary of the Save Page-
view Assoctation, Mr Soni Hari,
warned yesterday that there could
be a “religious war” if efforts were
made to remove or demolish the
Pageview mosque.

Mr Hari, who is not a Muslim, said
yesterday: "There is on2 area where you
%o not threaten a Muslim — and that's
his religion.”

He was reacting to reports that white
Pageview residents, who have been re-
settled in the zrea by the Department of
Community Development, are com-

laining about the Call to Prayer made
y the mosque caretaker over a power-
fui londspeaker five times a day. The
first call is at dawn and the last at about
Spm.
“We warned the auntherities as far

" hack as three years 2go that this would

become a problem if whites were moved
into Pageview,” Mr Hari said.

He said some white residents may
have been misled into believing that in
time the mosque would be moved.

“But the city council has given ap
undertaking not to do ibis. The council
knows very well the religious sensitivity
which surrounds a mosque.” Mr Han
said.

Earlier this month the Rand Daily
Mail reported that police were investi-
gating whether to rosecute a white Pa-
geview man who had allegedly threat-
ened to shoot the mosque caretaker one
morning when he ma%e the dawp call.

Vesterday Mr Hari explained that in
terms of Islamic law a mosque could not
be moved and that the ground on which
it stood was sacred.

He said in terms of Islamic Jaw the
five Calls to Praver had to be made at
the specified times and loud enough ior
all Muslims in the area to bear.

“In Pageview this means that the

calls must be heard from 11th Street to
93rd Street. In fact, the mosque may
have io make even louder calls in future
through a more powerful loudspeaker
system to reach Muslims in Mayfaw.”
Mr Hari said.

The Pageview mosqgue is attended by
64 of the 67 remaining Indian families in
the suburb.

It is also attended by hundreds of
Muslims whe work in the Fordsburg
area and the main Friday afternoon as-
sembly is attended by over 1100 Mus-
Hms.

The remaining families cannot be
evicted by the Department of Commun-
ity Development until the issue is decid-
ed by the Supreme Court.

Pageview was declared a white group
area in 1956 but Indian families stood
their ground and refused to be moved to |
Lenasia 30km out of the city.

The department has built a large
number of housing units for whites in
Pageview. )
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[t’s not our policy, says council®

Mosque is 1
in danger of

being moved

By JEANETTE MINNIE

THE Pageview mosque is not in danger
of being demolished following assur-
ances yesterday by both the Department
of Comtnunity Development and the Jo-
hannesburg City Council who said it was
not their policy to move or demolish
religions sites.

A spokesmar for the department said in
Pretoria vesterday that the departmeni did
not move or demoiish churches and that it
respected the reiigions of the various race
groups.

And a spokesman for the Johannesburg
City Council said 1t was not policy to move or
demolish churches.

The futore of the mosgue became unceriain
this month after reports that white residents
were angry over the noise caused by the five
daily Calls 10 Praver coming from the
mosque through a powerful londspeaker.

Plans for the route of a future road along
Krause Streef have had to be changed so as
not to interfere with the mosgue, the council
spokesman said.

The department’s spokesman said its func-
tion was not to investigate matters which
dealt with public disturbances such as poise.
Such compizints were the responsibilitv of
the police.

About 100 homes were built in Pageview

for whites by the department last year as part
of the scheme to return the suburb to whites.

Pageview has been in dispute since 1956
when it was declared a white group area after
indians had lived there since the davs -of
President Pzul Kruger. President Kruger had
given the land to the Asian community

The Government reaffirmed Pageview’s
white group area status in 1582 when it an-
nounced that the Fordsburg-Newtown-Burgh-
ersdorp areaz would be declared an Indian
group area instead.

But 67 Indian families have refused to
move from Pageview and the issue is still 1n
the hands of the Supreme Court. An applica-
tion for ap interdict to restrain the depart-
ment irom evicting arv more Indians was
made two years ago and the case is still
pending. B

Sizty-four of the families are Muslimns and
thev are served by the Pageview mosque,
Hundreds of Muslims who work in the Fords-
burg area also make use of the mosgue.

if the families are eventualiv evicted the
mosque will have to rematn where it is. Ac-
cording to Islamic law mosques cannot be
moved orce they have been built and the
ground is regarded as being sacred.

Even if a mosque is destroved by a natural
disaster, such as an earthquake. no other
mosgue or any other building may be butlt or
the site. -
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Rese{ﬂemenl
discussed b‘i

PRETORIA — Forced
removals. resettlements
and the launching of a
national Catholic news-
paper wiil be among the
main topics of discus-
sion at this vear's plen-
ary session of the South-
ern African Catholic
Bishops® Conference
(SACBC).

The annual plenary
session. which will be
attended by Catholic
church leaders f{rom
South Africa. SWA.Bots-
wana and Swaziland,
wilt be held in Waterk-
loof. Pretoria, from
January 24 to February
1

This vear's plenary
session will take place
without the presence of
one of the conference’s
kev figures. the secret-
arv-general of the

SACBC. F‘alherS Aikhat-
shwa. who has been in
detention in Ciskel since
October 30 last vear.

“Even at this 11th
hour, the bishops and
the conference staff still
continue to hope and
pray that. by some mira-
cle, he might stili be
with us.” a spokesman
for the general secretar-
iat of the SACBC. said
here yeterday.

The session will be
opened by the Apostolic
Delegate. Archbishop E.
Cassidy, and will cul-
minate with a press con-
ference on February 2.

An SACRBC spokesman
said the working out of
an overall pastoral plan
for evangelisation In a
constantly changing
situation would be an
important item on the

vill be
o

agenda. 0 IW
“Other priorities in-

clude a study of forced
removals and resettle-
ments, the problems of
workers — migrant and
farm fabourers. the
launching of a nationai
Catholic newspaper and
the setting up of some
kind of structure for pre-
service and in-service
training of Catholic
teachers, especially as
regards religious educa-
tion and social sub-
jects,” the spokesman
added.

Delegates from the
neighbouring episcopal
conferences of Lesotho
and Zimbabwe will 2lso
attend the plenary ses-
sion at the St John Vian-
ney Seminary in Waterk-
loof. — SAPA.

-
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key church gathering -

By MAURITZ MOOLMAN

THE Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Con-
-ference (SACBC} is pessimistic over the
chanée to have their general secretary re-
leased from detention before the start of this
years' pienary session.

“An enormous cloud is likely to loom over
this 1984 conierence by the ahsence of Father
Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, who has been in de-
tention in the Ciskei since October 30, 1983,
the general secretariat of the SACBC saidin a
statement yesterday.

“Even at this eleventh hour, the bishops -

and the conference staff still continue to hope
and pray that by some miracle he might still
be with us.”

It was announced that the ordinary plenary
session of the SACBC will be held at St John
Vianney Seminary, Waterklooi, Pretoria,
from Japuary 24 to February 1.

Eey items on the bishops’ agenda include a

{"——_ - . - -

pastoral plan for evangelisation ir a con-
stantly changing situation. a study of forced -
removals and resettlements and the prob-
lemns of migrant workers and farm labourers.
The conference will also discuss the launch
of a national Catholic newspaper and the-
setting up of a structure for the training of
Catholic teachers. :
About 35 bishops will attend the opening .
mass, which will be sung by the clerge and St
Anne’s Church Choir, Atteridgeville. .
The Apostolic delegate, Archbishop E Cas-
sidy, will give the opening address, and the -
SACBC president will report on the main
activities of the organisation during the past™’
Year. .
Church leaders from SWA/Namibia, Bot-
swana, Swaziland and South Africa as well as
delegates from the neighbouring episcopal
conferences of Lesotho and Zimbabwe will
attend the plenary session.
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Panish
for Dr

DR ALLAN BOESAK,
president of the World

Alliance of Churches, |

yesterday became the
first recipient of the Kaj
Munk Award, estab-
lished in the memory of
a Danish priest shot hy
the Gestapo for leading
resistance against the
nazi
World War II

A telegram received
by Dr Boesak from Den-
mark yesterday said he
had been selected for
the award because of
his “contribution to the
dissemination of Kaj
Munk’s ideas in South
Afriea and in the world,
and for your stand for
justice in general”.

Kaj Munk beeame the
spiritual father of the
Danish resistance after
challenging a nazi di-
rective that ministers of
religion - keep them-
selves distanced from
politics. On hearing of
the directive he imme-
‘diately wrote to the gov-
ernment refusing to
comply and saying he
would actively resist the
measure.

Protest

When Kaj Munk heard
towards the end of 1943
that Panish pastors
were helping to estab-
lish coastal defences
against an expected Al-
lied invasion, he re-
fused to preach to his
loeal eongregation in
protest, and symbolical-

WS, elofes

regime during -

awdara -
Boesak

=

Pr Allan Boesak

ly declined to light the
candles in his churech.

The foliowing day he
was arrested by the
Gestapo and summarily
shot.

The award was estab-
lished by the Danish
ministries in November
last year and Dr Boesak
is its first recipient.

Reacting to the award,
worth about R625, Dr
Boesak said he was
“bowled over — when 1
first came across a book
of his sermons and arti-
cles six years ago, I was
captivated and inspired
by the man”, )

Dr - Boesak leaves
South Africa on January
23 to deliver a'series of
six lecturesion *““The
Church in Soufh Afriea
in the 80s” at Edinburgh
University.

1



EAST LONDON — The
secretarv-general of the
Southern African Catho-
lic Bishop's Conference,
Father Smangaliso
Mkhatshwa, who is being
held in detention in Cis-
kei, will appear in court
today.

According to Major
Avery Ngaki, the Ciskel
police press liaison
officer, Father Mkhat-
shwa will appear in the
Alice magistrate’s court
at 10 am.

Major Ngaki did not
say on what charges he
would appear.

Father MEkhatshwa

was detained after a
prayer meeting at Fort
Hare University in Alice
on October 30. 1983. De-
spite numerous requests
during his detention. his
whereabouts was not re-
vealed.

Father Mkhatshwa’s
detention has drawn
protests from all over
the world. The president
of the Southern African

- U~
oaay ;,%/,

Bishop's Confdgrence,
Bishop Denis Hurley,
filed an unsuccessiul ap-
plication with the Ciskei
Supreme Couri for an
order to release Father
Mkhatshwa.

Numerous placard de-
monstrations have also
taken place as well as
the signing of petitions.
— DDR
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JOHANNESBURG —
About 150 black wor-.
shippers at the Methaod-
ist Church in the white
suburb of Norwood here
have been tald to
worship in future in Ale-
xandra because they
“make too much noise.”

The resident minister
of the Norwood con-
gregation in Nellie
Road, the Rev R.
Baumeister, said yester-
day religious services
for blacks, mostly
domestic workers, had i

[ S

O

be stopped following
complaints by Norwood
residents to the Johan-
nesburg City Council.

He said a by-law stat-
ing that relative peace
and quiet should prevail
during the hours be-
tween 2 pm and 4 pm on
Sundays had been in-
voked to stop the blacks
from meeting at the
church.

“Residents have com-
plained abhowut hangd
elapping, singing and
the stamping of feet. But

O -G .
m church

they have not com-
plained ahout motorey-
cles in the area. Why, 1
don't kpow.: Mr
Baumeister said.

He said domestic
workers had met at the
church for the past four
years between 3 pm and
5 pm.

As a result of the ban,
the Methodist Church in
Alexandra will now have
to hold a special service
to accommodate the
newcommers from Nor-
wood. — DDC

1
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ALICE — AD application
for bail was refused
when the secretard-
general of the Southern
African Ccatholic
Bivhape. Goferente.
Father -G rERATIZR 1180
Mkhatshwa_;amared in
ithe magistraate’s ‘pourt
here vesterday om 2
charge of terToOrism.

No details of Lhe
charge were sgiven an
Father Mkhatshwa was
remanded until Febru-
ary 10.

The refusal‘ came after

the state had handed in”

a certificate issued by
the Ciskel Attorney-
General. Mr wW. F.
Jurgens. in teTms of Sec-
tion 29 of the National
Security Acl

' i{n -turning down the
ipplication, the presid-

ing magistrate. »Mr A S
Nkuhlu. said that after
reading the certificaie
the couri had come to
the conclusion_thai 1 4 .
s not"hea"f-ais‘é‘r'-;‘-y"‘rd?“ra!he" Bigretshwa. 2210

Foiher Mknatshwa 10 he
given & chance to staie
reasons for his applica-
fion.

~-Once there 15 a Ccer-
tificate issued by the
Attorney General 1n
terms of Section 29 (1 of
the National Security
Acl. the court has no
jurisdiction unless the
certificate is rescinded
by the Altorney Gener-
al.” Mr Nkuhlu said.

The application was
therefore refused and
Father .Mkhatshwa
would be kept in custody
in the Mdantsane police
cells until his next

appearange on February
10

Mr M J Anderson
who a'ppeared for

he was doing &¢ on -
struction from ithe
Archbishop of the Catho-
lic Church. Archbishop
Denis Hurley. of Dur-
ban

It was important 0
consider whether he was
likely 1o exert influence
on wilnesses. N

He said¢ Father Mkhat-
shwa was 8 Catholic
priest in -charge of the
Shangule parish near
bretoria. .

- L4

~In the inierests of the

whole Catholic Church it

is essential that he
should be released.”

(A



A LUTHERAN churchman — freed last vear
on charges of furthering the aims of the ANC
— appeared in court again this week, appa-
rently in connection with banned literature.

The Rev  Molefe
Tsele’s appearance is a
sequal to a Security
Police raid on his Mun-
sieville mission last year.

He was not asked to plead when he appeared in
the Krugersdorp Regional Court, and the case was
postponed to January 26. Rev Tsele was let out on
his own recognisance.

The churchman made headlines last vear when he
appeared on charges of promoting the ANC. He was
acquitted, as were his fellow-accused, social worker
Ms Amandz Kwadi and Mr George Moiloa, a field-
worker with the Young Christian Movement.
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national Miss Pharmocy Assistant competition as the
of the nine finalists from around Seuth Africa who will
2xt month. The winner will take home R1 000,

-ant of SA’s
— naval expert

morance, but they
e that South Afri-
d and advised and
its efforts, would
.dmirable area of
festern fleets.”
joore said South
absoclutely no
4} of keeping its
2 of submarines ...
ot they have at the
the fleet they can
future”.
“They have retired
forced on them by

“Their army and air force
have had to mount efforis on
the northern boundary fo pro-
tect the country from infiltra-
tion by terrorist elements.

“The navy can provide mere-
ly a coastal defence organisa-
tion and operations in support
of the border engagements. It
no longer has any ASW {anti- -
submarine warfare) capability
worth considering, other than
three submarines which are
very efficiently maintained and
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Religion Report er

Catholic  Archbishoj>  Denis
Hurley last night gqiiestioned
South African involv ¢'ment in
what he called the “tr: nigedy” of
the Namibian war w hich “in-
volves South African troops in
never-ending operatior1s in Ap-
gola, ostensibly to n ¢-utralise
Swapo”. :

He said: “But in vie s# of all
that is said about des t.abilisa-
tion these days. one c =in only

wonder whether that is the

whole story. ;
“Destabilisation is aimed

principally at forcing = South

Africa’s neighbours to d €'ny as-
sistance and facilities .0 the
African National Congre s 8.
Archbishop Hurley weis de-
livering his presidential ad-
dress at the opening of 111e an-
nual meeting in Pretoria of the
Southern  African  C:1 tholic
Bishops’ Conference (SAC 13C).

HARD LINE

He said the conclusion w7hich
must be drawn was that a - hard
line would be taken in Nar 11ibia
and Angola until South A tTica
had achieved its object in 1roth
these couniries.

“The questions arise: b 0w
much military action does % his
imply, and what are the p re-
cise goals that South Afri ca
hopes to achieve?

Archbishop Hurley later t e-
ferred to both the United Det n-

Ziarina lz;ra u n%:,l @

Natoral Forum as
political events to which the
church cannot remain indiffer-
ent’”.

With repard to the UDF, he
said the SACBC's- administra-
tive board could not “fail to
note that the defined goals and
intentions of the UDF concern-
ing the new constitution and
the so-called Koornhof Bills
agree with the positions taken
up by the SACBC on these
issues”.

UNDERSTAND

Earlier he noted that many
people still failed to under-
stand why the churches should
be interested in politics. and
that it was obvious there was a
need for continuous efforts to
ciarify this matter.

“People do not easily under-
stand the distinction between,
on the one hand. the pursuit
and exercise of political power,
and. on the other, the fostering
of an understanding of the
roral values involved in politi-
cal decisions, actions and poli-
cies.” he said.

The opening  ceremony,
which was attended by about
30 bishops from Southern Afri-
can countries, was marked by
numerous references to the
SACBC's secretary general, Fa-
ther Smangaliso Mkhaishwa.
who was detained by the Cis-
kelan authorities in October
last vear and is now awaiting
trial.

ocratic Front (UDF) and tle

are to increase the number o {
submarines by  indigenous
building and to move {o a
group of large Corveties —
small frigates which they can
build in their own country.

“The South Africans have the
capability to build helicopters,
but are dubious about their ca-
pability to produce the neces-
sary sonars to go with them.”

Captain Moore said the SA
Navy's anti-submarine warfare
weapons were antiquated, “but
the great thing they do have is
a highty efficient command-
and-control system and a very
effective intelligence system”.

He said Western planners
had to recognise that “little
fires” could turn into “much
larger blazes” anywhere in the
world. Thus it was ludicrous to
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UK reacts

cautiously to
Argentinian
overtures

LONDON — Britain yesterday
reacted cautiously to overtures
fromn Argentina’s new civilian
government towards restoring
diplomatic relations, severed
by the Falklands War in 1982.

A Foreign Office spokesman
said: “We have received no for-
mal proposals but if we do we
will study them carefully.”

But government sources
made it clear Britain was look-
ing for a formal cessation of

_hostilities from Argentina to
i pave the way for normal rela- .
+."ions between the iwo.



The Catholic hiefarchy: {from left) Archbishop G Daniel {Pretoria), Cardinat McCann
(Cape Town), Archbishop D E Hurley (Durban}, Bishop S Naidoo {Cape Town} and Arch-

bishop Peter Buthelezi

THE DETENTION of
the prominent Catholic
priest Father Smangaliso
Mkhatshwa hung over
the opening of the 10-
day plenary session of
the Southern Africa Ca-

4

tholic Bishops" Confe-
rence  (SACBC)  this
week,

Fr Mkhatshwa, de-

'tained since QOctober 30,
“last year is facing ter-
ronism charges in the
Ciskel. His detention has
caused anger im church
Tircles iocally and
abroad, and will again be
in the spotlight when a
gnass is held in Johannes-
burg's Catholic Cathedral
~on Sunday.

There was an air of

conference

By
ZB MOLEFE

irony hanging over the
session this week. Last
year Fr Mkhatshwa, Se-
cretary-General of the
SACBC, was banned and
silenced when the con-
ference took place. Then
he could not be quoted.
This year he is in deten-
Hon.
" Prominent churchmen
_Arom different denomuna-
tions with a Catholic ma
jerity from Lesotho, Bo-
tswana, Swaziland and
Namubia gathered a1 Pre-
tornia’s St John Viannery
Semnary to hear SACBC
president Archbishop
Dennis Burley put the

. e ren

Archbishop Dennis Hurley opens the Bishops’

Conference this week.

spotlight on a variely of
problems  facing  the
church in South Afrca
and the sub-conunent,
including *‘the long-
awaited and long-desired
release of Fr Mkhat-
shwa’.

A hush fell over the
churchmen when Arch-
bishop Hudey told of the
threat of a courn case
hanging over 'him. This
was after he responded
to a reporter’s question
about alleged atrocities
in  Namibia after the
publication of *“Report
on Namibia”. The SAC-

CS publication was de-
clared undesirable lite-
rature by the Publica-
tons Board last year.
Archibishop  Hurley
reminded the audience of
fast wvear's Secunty Po-
lice raid on Sister Ber-
nard Ncube at her con-
vent 1 Kagiso, West
Rand. In December Sis-
ter Ncube was sentenced
10 a year’s imprisonment,
with eight months sus-
pended, for possession
of banned Hterature and
furthering the aims of
the banned African Na-
tional Congress (ANC).
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By BENITO .
PHILLIPS

CISKEI has released
more than 30 detainees.
" They include Border
United Demecratic Front
oresident  Steve Vukile
Tshwete, who was re
‘eased last Friday after
‘our months in deten-
‘ton,

A number of scholars
irrested during  the
*chool boycott in Mdant-
sane have been released:
Acedisi Damoyi, Ngxi-
tela Diki, Anele Sinxo,
4aboy George, Priel
Hova, Mandla Tyum-
anz, Mthetheleli Si-
nandla, Siphiwo Ntaba-
iyalila, Nkululeko Baji,
dalinga Ben-Mazwi,
‘hindile Lawuse and Vu-
ile Maki

Other  scholars
:ased are: Sonwabo
.geavchibi, Lungelo
‘gwane, Zolile Solontsi,
‘hembekile Mbonza,
Hiot Witbooi. Phumzile
yeyi, Feieni Komanisi,
kile _Magxaza, Martin
ogongoto, Ernest La-
ati, Sipho Mzimeni,
ally Komanisi, Mlamli
enana, Thande Maki
1d Xolani Cingo.

Mrs Ntombizonke
.abanm, wife of de
ined former Ciskei
mntral Intelligence Ser-
<& officer, has also been
leased,

re-

THE DETENTION of
the prominent Catholic
priest Father Smangaliso
Mkhatshwa hung over
the opening of the 10-
day plenary session of
the Southern Africa Ca-

tholic Bishops’ Confe-
rence  {SACBC} this
week,

Fr Mkhatshwa, de-

tained since October 30,
Iast year is facing ter-
ronsm  charges in  the
Ciskei. His detention has
caused anger in church
circles tocally and
abroad, and will again be
i the spotlisht when a
mass 1s held in Johannes-
burg’s Catholic Cathedra!
on Sunday.

There was an air of

he Catholic hie}archy:
{Cape Town), Archbishop
bishop Peter Buthelezi.

By
ZB MOLEFE

irony hanging over the
session  this week. Last
vear Fr Mkhatshwa. Se-
cretarv-General of the
SACBC, was banned and
silenced when the con-
ference iook place. Then
he could not be gquoted.
This year he is in deten-
tlon.

Prominent churchmen
~from different denomina-
tions with a Catholic ma-
Jonty from Lesotho, Bo-
Iswana, Swazdand and
Namibia gathered at Pre-
toria’s St John Viannery
Seminary to hear SACB(
president Archbishop
Dennis Hurley put the
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Conference this week.

spotlight on a varety ot
probiems facing  the
church in South Afrnica
and the sub-conunent.
including  *‘the long-
awaited and long-desired
reiease of Fr Mkhat-
shwa”.

A hush fell over the
churchmen when Arch-
bishop Hurlev told of the
threat of a court case
hanging over him. This
was after he responded
lo a reporter’s question
about alleged atrocities
in Namibia afier the
publication of *Report
on Namitia™ The SAC-

{from Ie) chlhop G Daniel (P;;eﬂidriaj, Ca'r'dinz;IC_McCann
B E Hurley (Durban), Bishop S Naidoo {Cape Town) and Arch-
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Archbishop Dennis Hurle

y opens the Bishops’

CS publication was de-
ciared undesirable hite-
7alure by the Pubhica-
tons Board last year.
Archibishop  Hurev
reminded the audirnce of
last vear’s Secuniy Po-
bice raid on Sister Ber-
nard Ncube at her con-
vent in  Kagiso. West
Rand. In December Sis-
ler Ncube was sentenced
10 & year’s imprisonment,
with eight months sus-
pended, for possession
of banned literature and
furtherng the aims of
the banned African Na-
tional Congress (ANC).
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2°000 a
— police watch

Own Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG. — Uniformed and plainclothes
policemen watched from buildings surrounding
the Christ the King Cathedral in Berea, Johannes-
burg, yesterday as nearly 2000 people left the
church singing and chanting.

The peopte had gathered in the church to take
part in a service to demand the release of the Rev
Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, a Roman Catholic priest
arrested in Ciskei in October last year and who is

still being held, and to pray for all detainees.

Also present were 35 bishops — the largest gath-
ering of bishops ever in Southern Africa — and the
Pope’s representative, Archbishop Edward Cas-
sidy.

Plainclothes policemen stood opposite the
church throughout the service, some filming the
crowd, while a group of at least 20 uniformed
police watched from a distance.

Amongst the speakers was Archbishop Dennis
Hurley of Durban, who said the South African sys-
tem called for polities to be kept out of religion,
but this also meant keeping all the virtues of Chris-
tianity out of political life.

Bishop M Biyase of Eshowe said: "It grieves me
as a black to realize that at this stage of our liber-
ation struggle, a fellow brother is an instrument in
this act of torturing another black™

Prayers were also said for “people who hold
other peopie in their power”

In the congregation was Dr Beyers Naude. for-
mer director of the Christian Institute of South
Africa, who has been a banned person since 1977
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UNTFORMED and

clothes policemen waich
from buildings -surrounding
;heChrist}hgaIEi;gEathgﬁml
in Berea, Johannes yes-
terday, as 35;;;:::&1;__33’:1@4

to protest the detention of &

Catholic priest, X
~The Pope’s"‘r"epreseu;ativ&

Atchbishop Edward ‘Cassi_dy,

of Reverend Smangaliso
tshwa and prayed for

all detainees, o
“ 1t wag the est gather-
g ever of blslilf;gps in South-

: «; ‘Mr Mkhatshwa, who'is see-

(3

..at the University of
| early 2000 people gathareq . Bare.

Cigkel in ber last year,
following'a prayer meeng'ng
. Fort .

Ny

.. Be recently appeafﬁh.., .
CiFs i court on unspecified

~“terrorizm” charges. Hig

:Second banning order Iapsed
last year.

Plain-clothes policemen
stood opposite the ‘church
throughont the entire Seérvice
- Some were bosily filini
the crowd — while g graup of
at least 20 uniformed police
watched from some distance

away.



Harassmen
after Mass%*f\““
for detainees

By Carina Ie Grange,
Religion Reporter

About 3000 people at-
tended a special Mass for
Father Smangaliso
Mkhatshwa — detained
by the Ciskei authorities
last year and now await-
ing {rial -~ and all other
detainees in the Cathe-
dral of Christ the King in
Doornfentein, Johannes-
burg, yesterday after-
noon.

As the two-hour ser-
vice ended, aboui 490
-plainelothes and uni-
formed police, filming
the crowds, kept a clese
watch on the scene as
singing crowds poured
into Saratoga Avenue and
created a minor {raffic
jam.
A freelance woman
photographer was as-
sauited by a whiie man
as she was trying o pho-
tograph the police. She

received injuries to her
hands as the man, grab-
bing her from the back,
tried to break her cam-
era while the police
looked on.

The Mass, which took
place during the annual
meeting of the Scuthern
African Catholic Bishops’
Conference- (SACBC)
being held in Pretoria at
present, was attended by
the top leadership of the
Catholic Church, among
them Owen Cardinal
McCann of Cape Town,
the Apostolic delegate to
Southern Africa, Arch-
bishop Edward Cassidy,
and the president of the
SACBC, Archbishep Denis
Hurley.

PROCESSION

The 32 bishops entered
the cathedral in ceremeo-
nial procession which in-
cluded invited guests
such as the secretary
general of the United
Caongregational Church of
Southern Africa, the Rev
Joseph Wing, and the

. bamned Dr Beyers Naude,
| wearing the black robe of

the Ned Geref Kerk in
Afrika.

Although the Mass was
held. for all detainees,
prayers and sermons (in
Zuly, Sotho and ¥nglish)
centred en the secrelfdry
general of the SACBC,
Father Mkhatshwa. Many

people sat on the floor or
stood in the aisles for’

lack of space.

Delivering a sermon in
Zulu, the Bishop of
Eshowe, the Right Rev M
Biyase, said in reference
to the Ciskei and Father
Mkhatshwa’s imprison-
ment: “It grieves me as a
black to realise that at
this stage of our libera-
tion struggie, a fellow
brother is an instrument
in this act of torturing
another black.”

The Archbishop of
Bloemfontein, the Most
Rev PF Buthelezi, said
in Sotho that the church
in recent tirnes had heen
harassed — priests, nuns
and lay people were not
spared. “The Lord is just
to the oppressed, sets
prisoners free and raises
up those who are bowed
down,” he said.

FREEDOM

Archbishop Hurley said
in his English sermon
that “the call to keep pol-
itics out of religion is
really a call {o keep the
message of the Scrip-
tures, the example, the
influence, the wisdom,
the virtue, the holiness
and the freedom of Jesus,
out of political life”.

Cardinal McCann, who
was one of the main.con-
celebrants at the Holy
Communion, prayed for
¥ather Mkhatshwa and
“others suffering injus-
tice, for their freedom so
that they may work for
justice and for peace in
South Africa”.




From JOHN
BATTERSBY
LONDON. — A crisis
was developing in the
English-speaking
churches in South Africa
because peuple were ig-
noring what their
churches were saying,
Dr Allan Boesak, presi-
dent of the World Alli-

ance of Reformed
Churches, said on Sun-
day.

He was inaugurating
the Camphell Sermon
Series at Great St Mary's

Church, Cambridge.

More than 300 people
packed the 500-year-old
Anglican church in the
English university town
to hear the Duich Re-
formed theologian.

For a weck, Dr Boesak
is also delivering at the
University of Edinburgh
the Cunningham Lec-
tures on the challenge
facing the church in
South Africa in the
Eighties.

He said a major dilem-
ma the churches faced

was that they no longer
represented the views of
white English-speaking
South Africans.

“If it were not for the
support of English-
speaking people, the gov-
ernment would not have
got such a high majority
in the November 2 refer-
endum on its constitu-
tional initiatives.

“There is a crisis de-
veloping in English-
speaking churches be-
cause people have
decided to ignore what

thelr churches are say-
ing on such a fundamen.
tal issue.”

He said the decisions
being taken at the
chureh synods, which
were dominated by en-
lightened black opinion,
no longer reflected what
the white rank-and-file
in the churches were
thinking,

There wete also ele-
ments in the black com-
munity who had decided
that thelr interests were
best served by being co-

opted by the ruling class.

“The lines are heing
drawn on the basis of
what kind of commit-
ment and obedience we
have towards justice.

“I predict that these
tensions will come to a
head this decade.”

Explaining the 1982
WARC decision to de-
clare apartheid a heresy
and te suspend the white
reformed churches in
South Africa from mem-
bership of the world
body, Dr Boesak said it

was the only decislon the
alliance could have tak-
en with integrity.

Dr Boesak was intro-
duced to the congrega-
tion by the vicar of Great
§t Mary's. the Rev
Michael Mayne, as “one
of the most important
leaders of the church in
Africa”, and the “spiritu.
al head of the Duich Re-
formed Church to which
the South African Prime
Minister (Mr P W Botha)
belongs”.

Dr Boesak said the

World Alllance decislon
to suspend the white
churches had followed
consultations, appeals
and approaches to the
white churches by the
world body over more
than 30 years.

“When we arrived at
Ottawa in 1982 we no
longer had to ask our-
selves what course of ac-
tion to take. We knew the
consequences of apart-
heid and we took the
only decision we could
with integrity.”
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Church(z

must fight
for justice,
says Tutu

Argus Foreign Service

WASHINGTON. — Bishop Des-
mond Tufu, head of the South
African Counecil of Churches,
told the annual convention of
the Washington Episcopal Dio-
cese at the weekend that the
church bad to fight for justice
even if the cost were death.

Described by Bishop John
Walker of the diccese as “one
of the great prophets of our
age”, Bishop Tute was given
standing ovations before and
after his address at the Univer-
sity of Maryland, near Wash-
ington.

He told the delegates that to
be true to its calling, the
churchk could notf but be on the
side of the poer.

VOICELESS
“Most of all {the church)
roust work . .. to make it more
and more impossible for a few
to be rich and powerful and the
majority to be poor and voice-
less,” he said.

Without mentioning South
Africa by name, Bishop Tutu
said the church had to stand
with those who were uprooted
in large numbers. The church
had to protest against deten-
tion without trial and solitary

confinement. ’

In what might have been a
reference to abuses in K} Sal-
vador, where civilians are be-
ing murdered by gangs of po-
litical thugs, he said the church
should protest against death
squads.

COMPASSION

If the church chose to stand
for justice, goodness, compas-
sion, love and lamghter, it
would not suffer and die at
the hands of its enemies.

“:f‘But who said death was the
worst that could happen to a
Christian ?” the bishop asked.

" Bishop Tutu is a popular fig-
i ure’in the US ecumeniecal
Christian community. They ad-
mire his courage and enjoy his
sense of humour,

During his address he-said:
“When an elephant is sitting on
the {ail of a mouse, to say you
“are petitral is not going to'help

-tl}; r]q]\].]lse.”- T . -_'.,‘7
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‘militarism
mentality

" Stare Repo Iég(

THE. Anglican -
bishop of Cape Town,
the Most Rev Philip
Russell, attacked the
“militarism meniality™
affecting South Africans
in the February issue of
his newsletter, “Good
Hope”.

His views were
sparked off by SATV's
Video 2 programme dur- |-
ing the week before
Christmas which con-
sisted in the singing of
Christmas carols against
military backgrounds.

The programme was
“symptomatic of the in-
sidious way in which the
militarism mentality is
capturing all of us”, he
wrote.

“The moment that the
Church — or one of its |
leaders — starts to chal-
lenge militarism — the
aftack is. subtly shifted
50 as to make it appear
an attack on ‘our boys
on the-horder’, which of
course it’is not.”




—

ogjs:ction
Wer issue

An important new aspect of the
newly formed Board for Reli-
gious Objection is that religious
chjectors will no longer be seen
as lawbreakers who need {o be
puonished, said board chairman
Mr Justice M T Steyn.

He said there would no Ionger

.be a waste of manpower since

his board would place religious
objectors in alternative forms of
service which weuld be of value
to both the commmmity and
themselves.

The formation of the Board
for Religious Objection was an-
nounced by the Minister of Man-
power; Mr Pietie du Plessis. it is
expected to start hearing appli-
cations from men-who object to
serving in the Defence Force on

religious ‘grounds from Febru-
ary 13 or 14.

Mr Justice Steyn saidabout 87
applications had already been
received.

The board will consist of six
members including three theo-
logiams, an army chaplain, an
officer of the SADF and the
chalrman.

Appointed for the first three-
year -term are Professor Johan
Heyns of the Ned Geref Kerk,
Dr DCJ van Wyk of the Neder-
duitsch Herveormde Eerk, the
Rev VW Harris of the Method-
ist Church, Chaplain J M Daines
of the Anglican Chureh and Col-
onel HL Bosman of the Defence
Force. LI

Alternative members are the
Rev P Strauss, the Rev CJ de
Lange, the . Rev J- Western,
Chaplain G Reyneke, and Colo-

nel TJ du T Hattingh.




NATIONAL sétvicemen appearing be-
fore the new Board for Religious Objec-
tion will speak man to man to Mr Jus-
tice M T Steyn "and his five board
members,

There will be no lawyers leading evidence
for either themselves or the state.

The board will consist of three theologians,
an army chaplain and a Defence Foree offi-
cer plus the judge.

“Thave already decided not to have anyene
appearing for the state as no legal represen-
tation is allowed for the applicant. There will
be personal and direct communication,” Mr
Justice Steyn said in an interview this week.

The formation of the board was announced
in Pretoria earlier in the week by the Minis-
ter of Manpower, Mr Pietie du Plessis.

The board will meet informally for the
first time on February 13 to discuss its mno-
dus operandi and will begin hearing cases
soon after.

Between 87 and 90 applications have al-
ready been received by the board. Ninety
percent are from Jehevah's Witnesses. Mr
David Fourie, secretary of the board, said
the rest were Seveath Day Adventists, Chris-
tadelphians, Plymouth Brethren, Congrega-
Lionalists, Latter Day Saints and one Roman
Catholic,

Mr Justice Steyn said religious objectors
were no longer regarded as offenders and
would not be treated as such.

He said where there were “cut and dried
cases”, applications could be granted with-
out the objector appearing before the board.

“But if the case is one of
public interest, or if there is
uncertainty about the case,
it may be refused or granted
Lo a lesser extent. We can't
refuse an apphicant without
hearing birn.”

SUNDAY EXPRESS February 5, 1984

decide
between

(od and'

country

The formation of a new board, with power to exempt ¥
conscientious objectors on religious grounds, was
announced this week. MARION WHITEHEAD reports

do not entertain them. If we

The board will have to de-
cide who bona fide religious
objectors are who qualify
under the new legislation for
non-combatant posts in the
SADF and six-year commun-
ily service posts under the
auspices of the Department
of Manpower,

There are no categories
for objectors who have mor-

al, ethical and politieal ob-
jections to military service.
They will be required to re-
port to the SADF for duty or
face court martial and a
mazimum of six years in
jail.

Political

“If applications are not
based on religious vigevs we

got a political application,
we would refuse it and may
tell him to approach the ex-
emption board,” Mr Justice
Steyn said.

Commandant John Rolt,
of the SADF media liaison
service, warned that any
national serviceman who did
not fall within the ambit of
the board was still subject to

the Defence Act.

“If he fails to report for
duty, then the normal legal
process continues,” he said.

Under fire

The new legislation under
the Defence Act had a
stormy passage through
Parliament and has come
under f{ire from churches,

\{m— ) -

ek A

theologians and politicians
for not making provision for
objectors on moral, ethical
and political grounds.

The Reverend Robbie
Roberts, convener of the SA
Council of Churches' com-
mittee on violence and non-
violence, said: “Our govern-
ment, dominated by the
Duteh Reformed Church,
thinks you ¢annot be moral
without being religious. That
is mistaken.”

He said a valid category
had been excluded by elimi-
naling “just war” objectors
and political objectors.

Leading Afrikaner Calvin-
ist theclogian Prof Amie van
Wyk recently added his
voice to the protest.
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% Mr Justice
455 M T Steyn:
Man to man

” lar church or the tenets of

any particular religion,” he
said.

“Indeed, it would be hard
to say where religious maoti-
vation ends and morality be-
gins.”

The new legistation pro-
vides alternative service
only for religious objectors
wheose religtons do not allow
them to:
® Render service as comba-
tants in any armed force —
they will be given non-com-
batant posts within the mili-
tary.

Combatant

® Render service as comba-
tanis, to perform any main-
tenance task of a combatant

The Baptist
teacher who
chose time

in a prison

RICHARD Steele spoke this
week of the year be spent in
detention barracks for re-
fusiog to do kis military ser-
vice.

“The time I spent in prisoo
was oie of the major growth
periods of my life in terms
of my self-awareness aad in
elarifying my commitment
to justice,” the quiet yousg
tnan said in an interview in
Johanpesburg.

“It was more difficult be-
ing ip jail than I bad expect-
ed — you can’t know what
prison is like before you go.

“But being there re-
affirmed my decision ot to
participate in the mititary
machine. Seeing the effects
of violence on people and
their emotions strengthened
mmy commitment te non-vio-
lence.”

Ironicaily, he found that
while he could resist the full
weight of military com-
mands, he could not resist
time,

“I learned to focus on the
present. Time was oo longer
linear because every day the
pattern was the same, it be-
came mare cyclical.”

Mr Steele’s survival in DB
included 50 days in solitary
when be refused io0 wear
military overalls. He was fi-
nally given a plain blue over-
all,

Gentleness

He learned the values of
love and gentieness in his
parents’” home, Later, ke be-
came inspired by Gandhi’s
principles.

When his military call-up
papers came, the Baptist
schoolteacher newly gradu-
ated from the University of
Cape Town found he could
not carry a gun or be associ-
ated with the SADF in any

7S
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“But if the case is one of
public interest, or if there is
uncertainty about the case,
it may be refused or granted
10 a lesser extent. We can't
refuse an applicant without
hearing him.”

The board will have to de-
cide who bona fide religious
objectors are who qualify
under the new legislation for
non-combatant posts in the
SADF and six-year commun-
ity service posts under the
auspices of the Department
of Manpower.

There are no categories
for objectors who have mor-

cases”, ap;ﬁii};.;_tions coulE t;e éra.nted with-
out the objector appearing before the hoard.

VU UULALVA J

The formation of a new board, with power to exempt
conscientious objectors on religious grounds, was
-announced this week. MARION WHITEHEAD reports

al, ethical and political ob-
jections to military service.
They will be required to re-
port to the SADF for duty or
face court martial and a
maximum of six years in
jail.

Political

“if applications are not
based on religious vigss we

de not entertain them. If we
got a political application,
we would refuse it and may
tell him to approach the ex-
emption board,” Mr Justice
Steyn said.

Commandant John Rolt,
of the SADF media liaison
service, warnmed that any
national servicemnan who did
not fall within the ambit of
the board was stiil subject to

the Defence Act.

“If he fails to report for
duty, then the normal legal
process continues,”" he said.

Under fire

The new legisiation under
the Defence Act had a
storimy passage through
Parliament and has come
upder fire from churches,

—
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theologians and politicians
for not making provision for
objectors on moral, ethical
and political grounds.

The Reverend Robbie
Roberts, convener of the SA
Couneil of Churches’ com-
mittee on violence and non-
violence, said: "Our govern-
ment, dominated by the
Dutch Reformed Church,
thinks you cannot be moral
without being religious. That
is mistaken.”

He said a valid category
had been excluded by elimi-
nating “just war™ objectors
and political objectors.

Leading Afrikaner Calvin-
ist theologian Prof Amie van
Wyk recently added his
voice to the protest.

In the latest edition of the
Calvinist publication Woord
en Daad, the Gereformeerde
Kerk theologian said that on
ethical grounds it should be
recognised that situations
could arise where a person's
conscience prevented him
from taking part in a par-
ticular cause.

“May he then be forced to
go against his conscience or
else be jailed-"” he asked.

Roasting

The PFP gave the De-
fence Amendment Bill on
conscientious ebjectors a
roasting when it went
threugh Parliament.

Mr Brian Goodall, deputy
PFP spokesman on Defence,
told the House the categories
of conscientious objection
were too parrow and should
include those whose reasons
were ethical and moral.

“We believe that the sin-
cerity of one’s personal be-

efs is not necessarily de-
pendent upon one’s
membership of any particu-

7 Mir Justice
7 M T Steyn:
Man to man

lar church or the tenets of
any particular religion,” he
said. ~

“Indeed, it would be hard
to say where religicus moti-
vation ends and morality be-
gins.”

The new legislation pro-

vides alternative service
enly for religious objectors
whose religions do not allow
them to:
@ Render service as comba-
tants in any armed force —
they will be given non-com-
batant posts within the mili-
tary.

Combatant

@ Render service as comba-
tants, to perform any main-
tenance task of a combatant
nature or to be clothed in a
military uniform - they will
also be accommodated with-
in the mulitary.

@ Render any military ser-
vice, undergo any military
training or to perform any
task in connrection with any
armed force — these paci-
fists will do cornmunity ser-
vice under the auspices of
the Department of Man-
power.

National servicemen must
submit their applications
within 30 days of receiving
their call-up papers, detail-
ing the grounds on which
their objection is based,
which category they want to
be placed in, affidavits from
potential witnesses who may
appear on their behalf, and
state the books of faith on
which their objection is
based. Applicants will travel
to the hearing at their own
expense.

If the applicant's religion
is not already represented
by a minister on the board,
then one will be co-opted to
sit with the board.

Lo T o TR AAALEE W VMU T AT
lence.”

Ironically, he found that
while he could resist the full
weight of military com-
macds, he eouid not resist
time,

“I learned to focus on the
present. Time was no longer
linear because every day the
patiern was the same, it be-
came tore cyclical.”

Mr Steele's survival in DB
included 50 days in selitary
when he refused to wear
military overalls. He was fi-
nally given a plain blue over-
ail.

Gentleness

He learned the values of
love and geotleness in his
parents’ home. Later, he he-
came inspired by Gandhi’s
pritciples.

When his military call-up
papers came, the Baptist
schoolteacher newly gradu-
ated from the University of
Cape Town found he could
oot carry a gun or be associ-
ated with the SADF in any
way.

His reasons were two-fold:

® As a religious pacifist, he
bad a universal ohjection to
all war.
@ Politically, ke found the
need to express his non-co-
operation with the violence
of apartheid.

A court martial sentenced
him ip February, 1988 to one
year in detention barracks.

Now he feels the new leg-
islation with its stiff penal-
ties is aimed at getting rid of
“a source of irritation” that
is presented by conscien-
tious ohjectors like him and
otbers.

The question arises: would
he object again?

“My commitment to the
prineiples of gentleness and
justice is the same, as is my
commitment to stay and
work for peace in South
Africa.

“1 don't think I would fall
into the category of a reli-
gious pacifist under the new
legislation, so yes, I wonld go
to jail again for the same
reasons.”
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as flood water

Argus ica News Service

MAPUTO. — Mozambican authorities beg
ualing thousands of people near the borde
Natal amid fears that flood water released from
the Pongolapoort Dam could flatten Catuane and
drown hundreds of villagers.

Radio Mozambique warned peogle every 15 min-

. ules to evacuate to higher groun

The level of the Maputo River, which claimed at
least 14 lives in the week, rose dramatically today

" after South African authorities opened the dam’s

sluice gates. Water was rushing into the river at
ithe rate of 2000 cubic metres a second.

The Domoina cyclone death toll has risen to at
least 115 with reports from Kangwane that a child
has died. Scores of people there are still missing.

The body of a boy. aged 8 was found in a pool
nearly a kilometre from his home in the Pienaar
Trust area near Kanyamazane yesterday.

The bodies of 28 people who drowned in the Ing-
wavuma River, Natal have been found on the
banks of the river, according to a radio report.

HELP IN MOPPING-UP

Meanwhile, hundreds of national servicemen and
air force personnel moved into northern Natal to
help in mopping-up.

An air force helicopter today airlifted more than
70 holidaymakers and Natal Parks Board officials
and their families stranded at a remote game re-
serve in the Lower Umfolosi Valley.

Another helicopter was due to monitor the con-
trolled flooding of the Makatini Flats as the final
sluice gates in the Pongolapoort Dam were opened
during the night.

A Super Frelon helicopter fetched a woman and
her two-day-old daughter after she gave birth in a
remote farmhouse.

Mrs Elsie Marx and her hushand, Gerhard, were
making a desperate dash from the Mbazawane po-
lice post to the Empangeni Hospital when they
were bogged down in a raging river.

The Government health services are to take im

{Turn 1o Page 3, col 3)
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mediate steps to ensure protec-
tion against outbreaks of chol-
era, typhoid and malaria in the
flood area.

The Minister of Health, Dr
Nak van der Merwe, said dur-
ing an inspection yesterday
that malaria was the biggest
threat.

The body of a Richard’s Bay
woman, swept away from the
flood-damaged Blood River
bridge in a car with her hus-
band and year-old baby poy,
have been identified and. their
vehicle recovered. The father
and child are still missing.

Police said the couple left

e

their home in Richards Bay to
go on holiday. Because the
coast road was flooded, they
apparently took the inland
route through Vryheid and did
not realise the bridge over the

Blood River was holed.

At Kwambonambi, villagers
have beer without drinking wa-
ter for three days and are hop-
ing that a water-tanker will
make it through to bring relief
today.

In Newcastle, many resi-

_ dents fled their homes late last

night when the Nkandu River
broke its banks, flooding parts
of Lennoxton, an Indian resi-
dential area, of as well as busi-
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The norm‘ally serene and meandering Pongola River turned savage, laying
low a bridge linking the towns of Piet Retief and Pongola.

Bodies found, but many still missing

ness and light industrial prem-
ises.

About 16 families were evac-
uated as floodwaters rose to
about window height. The wa-
ter receded early today.

In Zululand, reads to four
Natal Parks Boardereserves,
cut off for three days, became
passable again today.

Damage totalling hundreds
of millions of rands is expected
to become apparent in the next
few days as flood waters begin
to subside.

Floods have destroyed major
road and rail bridges in North-
ern Natal and Zululand.
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A CONGREGATION of
black Methodist worship-
pers has been banned from
psing 2 cherch hall in the
fashionable Johanneshorg
soberb of Norwood because
they make to0 much noise on -
Sanday afternoons.

Now the more than 250
chorch-goers — many of
whom are emploved as do-
mestic workers in the suburb
— have to trave!l l1lEm to
Alexandra to worship.

The bos joorney takes 15
mingtes asd costs 50¢ each
way.

Alibongh the Methodist
Church is folly integrated,
many domestic workers say
they are forced to worship
on Sonday aftermoons be-
canse of their working hozrs.

The services were held in
the hall because the charch
conld pot accommodate so
many peeple.

Residents

near tbe

[ By mike cADMAN |
Methodist hall in Nellie
Road complained that the
exuberant chorch-goers
were disterbing their San-
day siestas and asked the
city heaith department to
conduct Doise-level tests.

The residents based their
argument o a mwunicipal by-
law which states that peace
and guiet shoujd prevail be-
tween 2pm and 4pm on Sun-
dayvs.

Residents complained to
the Methodist minister, Rev-
erend Rod Baumeister.

“The complaints were
ﬁrst made about fonr years
ago.” Mr Baumeister sald
this week

“The nesrest Methodist
hall which could accommo-
date the pecple and kelp
share the load nsed to be in
Orange Grove, bot whep this
closed down they asked if

t.hey co

One res1dent saxd the
noise became “very irritat-

“1 know that these people
don’t have moch time to
worship bot they muost re-
member that we don’t have
much time to relax eitber.”

After a city bealth depart-
ment noise test showed the
worshippers were making
too moch noise they were
told they coald no longer nse
the hall

“This makes things ver:
difficalt for my comgrega-
tion,” Reverend Abel Mole-
leki said this week.

“The bos fare cuts deep
into the pockets of these peo-
ple — most are domestic
workers apd their wages are
fow.”

Their problems increased
when Putco increased its bas
fares by 125% recently. Mr
Moleleki said.

-
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“AN assault on Father

Mkhatshwa i

Church of God,
superintendent of
told a pack
He was the guest speaker at
Mkhatshwa, the South Africa
eral, and other people detained in South
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REV MVUME DANDALA -
“direct assault on Church of
God”

Smangaliso
a direct assault on the
» the Rev Mvume Dandala,

ed audience in New Brighton at the weekend.
a New Brighton pr
n Catholic Bishops’
Adfrica an
Mr Mkhatshwa is due to appear !
T35 pefore a Bisho court today. ‘
Mr Dandala warmne
tion had nev

. the Ciskey Government W
never leave him broken.

~homelandism”
Church of Ged

the Ciskei secunity
tober after addressing a

signi

plemented by

give way 10 a 3¥S
foundation of love

By MONO
BADELA

North Methodist Church, '

th

ayer service held for Father
Conference secretary gen-
d the homelands.

N
t

!
d that persecu-

er brought the Church f
< and therefore Mr ‘

d detention

ould
Mr Dandala said no amount of ,
would deter the
and no amount of
uence in defence of the new con-
id hoodwink the church
evils built into the

its knee |
khatshwa's conunue

oq
1ution wou
om seeing the

f
!

philosophy of apartheid. :

Mr Mkhatshwa was detained by |
potice in last Oc- i
group of stu- .
ents at the University of Fort Hare. |

Mr Dandala said apartheid was a
hilosophy declared a heresy by a

ificant number of churches.

He said apartheid. whether im-
a white government of .
nt of white, brown and
le. or by Africans who
_hadintheend1o
tern buiit on the

governme
ndian peop
o-operated with it
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mouthpiece of the Ned Geref Kerk, has
welcomed the newly formed board for
religious objectors which was recently
announced by the Minister of Man-
power, Mr Pietie du Plessis.

The Rev Tappies Moller — he is
also moderator of the Western Cape
Synod of the NGK — says the NGK has
long been in favour of special treat-

ment for bona fide religions objectors

which woulﬂu_‘_.g_llow them to do aiterna-

tive serviée rather than carry weapons
or engage in'violént activities.
He'adds; however, that it has never

- Bligion > C beé’n the intentijon th
¢ edifor of Die Kerkbode, the official

SS fgﬂeot{pﬁrs board

t-religious ob-
jectors should be completely free of
any duties, continuing in their profess-
ions while other young men “risk their
lives on the horder”.

The SADF could no tonger be ac-
cused of calleus and disrespectful ac-
tion towards conscientious objectors,
he added.

“Genuine and hopest religious beliefs
prohibiting the carrying of weapons
and violent action must be respect-
ed,” he writes, but adds that the ques-
tion also arises whether in Some cases,
it is not an effort to aveid military
duty due to political or other reasons.
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A FARMER'S house was
burned down last week, two
days after he told black
charchmen not to aitend a
“protest” meeting in a white
churck.

Mr Casper Badenhborst, a
dairy farmer who lves §km
outside Ventersdorp, gaid he
snspected arson but counld not
"polnt a flnger” at anyone.

“I cannot say it had any-
thing to do with the incident
at the charch, but people can
draw thelr own conclasions,”
he said.

“It certalnly was not

Farmer’s house burnt after he stopped black protest meeting

| By PETER DENNEHY

burned by a black labourer
on my farm, becanse [ don't
employ anyone,” he said.

Mr Badechorst =zald he
made a special trlp to town
last week when he heard that
2 meeting ahout the Mogopa
Group Areas Act removals
was to be held in the white
Nederdaitre Gereformeerde

Kerk, of which be [s & mem-
ber,

“l1 refused to aliow this
withoot protest,” he sgafd.
“The removals are npot a
church matter. If sgek a
meeting Ig ailowed, they may
as well allow black politleai
meetings in the charch too.

“The people being moved
are black, they have been
pald out, aed they are golng
to a black ares,” he gaid,

“If they move back again,
they are rebels. One can't act
agalnst the government in
that way."”

He confronted two black
churchmen, he said. Accord-
ing to reports, they were the
Rev Ephriam Mogotlana and
evangelist Mr Steven Kgobe.

Meither of the churchmen
could be reached for com-
ment.

Earlter, Mr Mogotiana

saild he felt “sick at heart”,
according to a report.

“After I spoke to them,
they turned around and ieft,”
sald Mr Badenhorst.

“I was alone at the time,
though I had come In with a
friend.

“Later my friend returned,
and together we kept watch
for half an bour, to ser whe-
ther the meetlng woald be
held.

“The two I spoke to must
have told the others. Nobody
else came. Apparently the
meeting was moved to an-
other venue,” he sald.

Mr Badeohorst denled re-
ports that he had been In ra.
dio contact with others {n the
town who were apparently
prepared to “stand by hirn" {f
the meeting was beid.

"l feel such a meetiog
should be beld in the town

kall, not in choreh,” he yald.

The town clerk, Mr Arthur
Snyman, xatd no request had
been made for the uge of the
town ball 8% & protest meet-
ing venue.

Mr Badenhorst said he had
speken to his minister, the
Rev Johan Snyman, whord he
said regarded his actions gs
“desplcable”.

According to his wife, Mr
Snyman was not prepared to

——
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talk about the Inetlten;,

Another ent
who decltned
sald . the
chureh had hee

“to everpons’s satisfaction”,

dhure switker,
to Be hamed,
incident g sthe
o sorfed gyt

and bdded that the argon alle.
Bation was g police matter,

Lasxt Satarday, My Baden.

borst and hix wife were bath
working In the milking shed
when they toticed the farm.
house wax op fire — but the

blaze spreaq 20 quickly that

they could not sgve anything.
Nobody "was in the hoyep

when the fire hroke out.
Police are investlgaﬂug.

————
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Booklet t:

Pretoria Correspondent

In less than a quarter of
a century more than
5 million people have ei-
ther been removed from
their homes to a place of
the State's choosing, or
threatened with removal.
These are figures given
in a joint South African
Council of Churches and
Southern African Catho-
lic Bishops’ Conference
report on “relocations’.
published recently.
Together these bodies
represent the majority of
English-speaking Chris-
tians in South Africa.
Besides detailing the
history and extent of re-
movals in South Afriea,
the booklet takes a look
at the legislation and re-
movals from a theologi-
cal perspective.
“The Bantustan policy
rests on the division of
the African population of
South Africa into 10 sep-
arate communities . . .
Those who divide the
African population in this
“way do so largely from
an attitude of racial prej-
udice, based on greed and
hurnan hatred.
“It runs counter to
- Jesus breaking down the
" “dividing wall of hostili-
» ty’ (Eph.2:4) so as to cre-

ate through His death one
new commupity.”

The erection of bar-
riers between peopie,
says the booklet. may
“exclude the pain of hav-
ing to learn to change
oneself, but it excludes
the joy and mutual en-
richment that comes
from a new life in a
shared comnmunity”.

Separation is thus a de-
fence measure to avoid
entering the ‘“reconciled
and united world that
God wishes to bring
about” through under-
standing and co-opera-
tion.

Turning to the effects
of relocation on the lives
of the removed, the book-
let finds a2 description of
the Native Land Act and
Group Areas Act in the
writings of the prophet
Micah: “They covet
fields, and seize them;
and houses, and take
themn away; they oppress
a map and his house, a
man and his-inheritance”
{(Micah 2:2). s

“Systematically de-
stroying people’s homes

and cutting off their set-
tled means of livelihood,
with small compensation,
runs counter to the com-
mon good and is a traves-
ty of justice.

“This prompts us to re-
peat the question of Au-
gusiine: once justice has
gone. what is a govern-

ment but large-scale
brigandage?”
The booklet further

quoties from Isaiah: “Woe
to those who join house to

More than five million people in South Africa have been relocated or threatened with removal.

eological
oles

house, who add field to
field until there is no
more room and vou are
made to dwell alone in
the midst of the land™.

On economic restric-
tions. the exclusion of
blacks from “meaningful
participation” in the eco-
nomic system, the book-
let reminds the reader
that “all the goods of the
Earth can never be pos-
sessed absolutely by any
human being.

“No person or govern-
ment may rightfully
make laws that perman-
ently and absolutely ez-
clude one section of hu-
manity from ewning land
or cother means of pro-
duction.”

Nor should one forget
or ignore those who have
been removed “If we
overlook those conven-
iently hidden away in
squatter camps and relo-
cafion areas we ¢an ex-
pect to hear the Lords
words: ‘Truly, I say to
you, as you did it not to
one of the Jeast of these,
vou did it not to me’
(Math. 25:45)."
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IT is six months since
the UDF was founded in
a wave of euphoria at a

mass rally in Cape
Town. attended bv some
10 000 people.

Today the UDF — a
coalition of grassroots
and community organi-
zations -— claims more
than 600 affiliates with a
lotal membership of
some two million
people.

Although its strength
in the community has
not vet been put to a nu-
merieal test. it is clear
that the organization de-
mands widespread sup-
port.

Dr Allan Boesak.
president of the World
Alliance of Reformed
Churches, and a patron
of the UDF. recently
visited Britain and was
interviewed about the
UDF's first six months.

QUESTION: When the
UDBF was laenched in
Aungast last year you
spoke of the birth of
“what could become the
greatest and most sig-
nificant people’s move-
ment in more than a
quarter of a century™. Do
¥ou still feel that way?

ANSWER: I believe
now that the formation
of the UDF was the most
significant happening in
South Africa in 1983. ]
still believe that we
have created a mass
movement. We started
off with some 400 orga-
nizations. We now have

The UDF articulates for
many people in South
Africa something that
had been lacking for a
number of years. I some-
times wonder whether
what is happening is not
too good to be true. But
what gives me long-term
confidence in the future
of the UDF is the level
of organization and dis-
cipline that has already
been achieved. That dis-
cipline was reflected in
the founding rallv in
August and it has been
maintained and consoli-
dated since then.

QUESTION: Could you
say something about the
structure of the organi-
zation?

ANSWER: The most
important structural
feature of the UDF is its
democratic nature. It is
cumbersome and it

e o

takes time and some-
times the press gets a
little impatient. But 1
don't mind because it is
important for South Af
ricans to realize what i1
means to be involved in

. o T

happenin

slightly more than 600.-

UDF the most significant
g og@%éﬁays Boesak

From JOHN BATTERSBY in London

Dr Allan Boesak .

We do not have control over what the ANC

decudes or does not decide to do.” *

is so important for
people to realize that
each individual voice
counts, each opinion
and each vote counts
and the system cannot
work properiy unless
each individual partici-
pates.

QUESTION: Heow did
the overwhelming en-
dorsement of the govern-
ment's constitutional
plans in the white refer-
endam affect the UDF?

ANSWER: The UDF
was not established to
convince white people
as to how thev sheuid
vote in the referendum.
The failure in the white
referendum on Novem-
ber 2 last year was not
the failure of the UDF
— it was the failure of
the PFP. The UDF is
much more geared to
dealing with the so-
called coloured and
Indian elections. Up to
now it is clear that the
UDF has been extreme-
Iy successful in getting
people’s involvement
and I have no doubt
that, should these elec-
tions take place, the
UDF decision to boycott
them will be heeded by
the vast majority of the
people in the both those
communities.

QUESTION: Have the
ideological divisions that
have emerged in the
black community in re-
sponse to the govern-
ment’'s coastitutional
proposals weakened the
potential of the UDF?

ANSWER: I think that
the government has
been as surprised by the
formation and streng‘th
of the UDF as anybody
else. The government
believed that after the
October 18 ecrackdown
on the black conscious-
ness organtzations in
1877 blacks would never
again be able to come
together like they did
under the black con-
sciousness umbrella.
They believed that
blacks would never dare
form another organiza-
tion again. But they
Were wrong.

We should not allow
the government to die-
tate to how we should
respond. On the con-
trary we should take the
initiative. The govern-
ment is only able to re-
spond iy terms of
threats, intimidation
and repression. But 1
have ceased lyving awake
al night uondermg how
the government is going
to respond.

To be quite frank I
don’t know how the gov-
ernment is going to al-
low the UDF to contin-
ue. It is so clear that the
UDF commands such
support and respect
from the people that it
would be able to bloek
any poll the government
might plan to hold in
the community. They
will only be able to give
the Labour Parts.and
the South African In-

dian Council eredibility
1fFthe TIDE na Inmnose o

have earned the reputa-
tion of integrity of the
struggle. Archie Gu-
mede’'s father, for in-
stance, was a founder
member of the ANC and
one of its first presi-
dents. Mrs Frances
Baard is such a person.
Mrs Albertina Sisulu is
another one.

But to say that the
UDF is therefore an in-
ternal front organiza-
tion of the ANC is
wrong. That would im-
ply that the UDF was
only established after
consultation with the
ANC. The ANC respond-
ed to the UDF and rec-
ognized the fact that it
had the ability to unite
people and it applauded
that. Thev saw that the
UDF could create a new
wave of enthusiasm
among the people.

There is very little
that people can do
about that We do not
have control over what
the ANC decides or
does not decide to do.

QUESTION: Western
governments have not
welcomed the formation
of 2 democratic multira-
cial oppositien in South
Africa as one might have
expected them to do.
Why is this?

ANSWER: Western
governments have made
it clear by their silence
that they are willing to
support those people in
the black community
who coliaborate with

Cark L Tingd
1[3(%

ANSWER: The UDF
cannot be content sim-
ply to fight the constitu-
tion as such It will have
to fight the whole range
of policies that emanate
from the South Africa
government,

But I don't think that
the UDF can form itse!f
inte a single political
block in the present sit-
uation because that
would mean we would
have to accept the pa-
rameters laid down by
the government.

The UDF is doing very
well with its present
structure. It allows us
the widest possible par.
thlpatlon by members.
It is essential that the
UDF remains an organi-
zation in which democ-
racy can bhe seen to be
at work

For the forseeable
future 1 would like to
see the structure re-
main the same — but I
don't know what the
UDF executive will de-
cide.

QUESTION: Could vou
foresee the PFP becom-
ing an affiliate of the
UDF or PFP members
jeining the UDF through
membership of affiliate
bodies?

ANSWER: It is quite
conceivable for individ-
uals to join an organiza-
tion that belongs to the
UDF. But 1 am begin-
ning to think now more
and more that that will
only happen after those
people have left the
PFP.

The PFP has made its
decision and seaied its
fate in terms of the po-

litical situation in South "

Africa. They decided to
run a campaign against
the government’s consti-
tutional plans and they
did so with vigour and a
iot of honesty and integ-
rity.

But then to make the
drastic swing from a No
campaign io participale
“*enthusiastically and
constructively” in the
new constitutional set-
up was a bit much.

At that point the PFP
betrayed the principles
for which it is supposed
to stand. The PFP has
become nothing more
than another white ver-
sion of the Labour Par-
ty.

The only course the
PFP could have fol.
lowed with integrity
would have been to say
they wanted nothing to
do with the new consti-
tution. But that would




UDF+was laioched in
Auguast last year you
spoke of the birth of
“what could become the
greatest and most sig-
nificant people’s move-
ment in more than a
quarter of a century”. Do
you stili feel that way?
ANSWER: I believe
now that the formation
of the UDF was the most
significant happening in
South Africa in 1983. 1
still believe that we
have created a mass
movement. We started
off with some 400 orga-
nizations. We now have
slightly more than 600.-
The UDF articulates for
many people in South
Africa something that
had been lacking for a
number of years. I some-
§ times wonder whether
11 what is happening is not
[{ too good to be true. But
what gives me long-term
confidence in the future
of the UDF is the level
of organization and dis-
cipline that has already
been achieved. That dis-
cipline was refiected in
the founding rally in
August and it has been
maintained and consoli-
dated since then.
QUESTION: Could you
say something about the
structure of the orgagi-
zation?
ANSWER: The most
important structural
feature of the UDF is its
demeocratic nature. It is
cumbersome and it
‘ takes time and some-
times the press gets a
little impatient. But I
don’'t mind because it is
important for South Af-
ricans to realize what it
. means to be involved in
a democratie process.
Democracy is a precious
thing that the world has
discovered through
much pain and tribula-
tion. We have discov-
ered that we have had
to fight for it. People
have even given their
lives for the continu-
astion of democracy.
QUESTION: Hoew do
you regard the rele of
the West in promoting
change in Sounth Africa?
ANSWER: In the
choices that have heen
faced, the so-called
democratic couniries
have been caught on the
side of the South Afri-
can government every
time. By choosing the
side of the oppressor
Western countries —
particularty the US -
lead people to develop
romantic notions about
political svstems which
are not democratic.
These non-democratic
countries are perceived
by the people as being
more consistent in their
support of our struggle
than the democratic
countries. Therefore 1t

-

Dr A!ié'n,_ Boesak . . .""We do not havé control over what the ANC
decides or dogs not decide to do.”

is so important for
people to realize that
each individual voice
counts, each opinion
and each vote counts
and the system cannot
work properly unless
each individual partici-
pates.

QUESTION: How did
the overwhelming en-
dorsement of the govern-
ment's constitutional
plans in the white refer-
endum affect the UDF?

ANSWER: The UDF
was not established to
convince white people
as to how they should
vote in the referendum.
The failure in the white
referendum on Novem-
ber 2 [ast year was not
the failure of the UDF
— it was the failure of
the PFP. The UDF is
much more geared to
dealing with the so-
calted coloured and
Indian elections. Up to
now it is clear that the
UDF has been extreme-
ly successful in getting
people’'s involvement
and [ have no doubt
that. should these elee-
tions take place. the
UDF decision to boycott
them will be heeded by
the vast majority of the
people in the both those
communities.

QUESTION: Have the
ideological divisions that
have emerged in the
black community in re-
spodse to the govern-
ment's constitutional
proposals weakened the
potential of the UDF?

ANSWER: Divisions
weaken any struggle
against a common en-
emy and 1 regret that
But much more has
been made of the divi-
sions that exist than the
degree of unity that we
have achieved. The
National Forum does
not exist as an organiza-
tion in the real sense. It
was a forum where re-
presentatives of differ-
ent groups came togeth-
er. Many of the or-
ganizations had decided
to join the UDF and had
gathered to discuss the
best sirategy to use
against the constitution-
al proposals. The forum
decided at the meeling
at Hammanskraal to
meet again next month.
Then we may see ithe
formation of an organi-
zation. or they may do
something else.

QUESTION: Why. do
you suppose, the govern-
ment has displayed rela-
tive restraint in response
to the formatiom of the
UDBF?

ANSWER: I think that
the government has
been as surprised by the
formation and strength
of the UDF as anybody
else. The government
believed that after the
QOctober 19 crackdown
on the black conscious-
ness organizations in
1977 blacks would never
again be able to come
together like they did
under the black con-
sciousness umbrella.
They believed that
blacks would never dare
form another organiza-
tion again. But they
were wrong.

We should not allow
the government to dic-
tate to how we should
respond. On the con-
trary we should take the
initiative. The govern-
ment is only able to re-
spond ig terms of
threats, intimidation
and repression. But I
have ceased lying awake
at night wondering how
the government is going
to respond.

To be guite frank I
don’'t know how the gov-
ernment is going to al-
low the UDF to contin-
ue. It is so clear that the
UDF ecommands such
support and respect
from the people that it
would be able to block
any poll the government
might plan to hold in
the community. They
will oniy be able to give
the Labour Party and
the South African In-
dian Council credibility
if the UDF no longer ex-
ists. But that 1s a dilem-
ma the governmpent must
solve for itself

QUESTION: Critics of
the UDF have accused it
of heing a sort of borm-
again version of the ANC
running on a non-violent
ticket. How do you re-
spond to that?

ANSWER: If you are
trying to create a repre-
sentative and non-elitist
peoples’ movement in
South Africa it 15 very
ditficult to do so and not
run into the ANC.

After all, the ANC is
the oldest liberation
movement on the conti-
nent which has com-
manded incredible re-
spect and support from
the people for 70 years.
There has been a resur-
gence of support for the
ANC in the past five to
10 vears.

The UDF decided that
it would turn to elder
statespersons to fill the
positions of president.
Whom do you turn to, if
not to those people who

have earned the reputa-
tion of integrity of the
struggle. Archie Gu-
mede’s father, for in-
stance, was a founder
member of the ANC and
one of its first presi-
dents. Mrs Frances
Baard is such & person
Mrs Albertina Sisulu is
another one.

But to say that the
UDF is therefore an in-
ternal front organiza-
tion of the ANC 1is
wrong. That would im-
ply that the UDF was
only established after
consultation with the
ANC. The ANC respond-
ed to the UDF and rec-
ognized the fact that it
had the ability to unite
people and it applauded
that. They saw that the
UDF could create a new
wave of enthusiasm
among the people.

There is very little
that people can do
about that We do not
have control over what
the ANC decides or
does not decide to do.

QUESTION: Western
gevernments have not
welcomed the formation
of a democratie multira-
cial opposition in South
Africa as one might have
expected them to .de.
Why is this?

ANSWER: Western
governments have made
it clear by their silence
that they are willing to
support those people in
the black community
who cellaborate with
the government to give
apartheid a nicer com-
plexion.

1 think it i1s a great
pity because it confirms
what is already in the
minds of so many black
people in South Africa:
that the so-called demo-
cratic countries in the
West have no interest in

 human rights.

The administrations
in Britain and the Unit-
ed States have sided
with the South African
government against the
wishes of the vast ma-
jority of the counirv’s
people. This couid have
devasiating consequen-
ces for South Africa and
its relations with the
West — both in the
shert-term and the long-
term.

QUESTION: The UDF
could be described as a
coalition for resistance
in its present form.
Could you foresee the
formation of a more for-
mal pelitical structure
in the future?

a‘on’t knoww ‘what the }

UDF executive will de-
cide.

QUESTION: Could you

foresea the PFP becom- §

ing an affiliate of the
UDF or PFP members
joining the UDF through
membership of affiliate
hodies?

ANSWER: It is quite
conceivable for individ-
uals to join an organiza-
tion that belongs to the
UDF. But I am begin-
ning to think now more
and more that that will
oniv happen after those
people have left the
PEP,

The PFP has made its
decision and sealed iis
fate in terms of the po-
litical situation in South
Africa. They decided to
run a campaign against
the government’'s consti-
tutional plans and they
did so with vigour and a
lot of honesty and integ-
rity.

But then to make the
drastic swing from a No
campaign to participate
“enthusiastically and
constructively” in the
new constitutional set-
up was a bit much.

At that peint the PFP
betrayed the principles
for which it is supposed
to stand. The PFP has
become nothing more
than another white ver-
sion of the Labour Par-
ty.

The only course the
PFP could have fol-
lowed with integrity
would have been to say
they wanted nothing to
do with the new consti-
tution. But that would
mean that they would
cease 10 exist as a party.
So the possibility of the
PFP as a party joining
the UDF 1s probably
non-existent at the mo-
ment

QUESTION: Do you
think the UDF's one-mil-
tiop-signature campaign
will make much of an
impact on the political
scene?

ANSWER: The imme-
diate goal of the UDF is
to find a way to fight the
government's constitu-
tional proposals and to
make clear that their
implementation will be
against the wishes of the
majority of the people.

The UDF is constantly
looking for wavs lo to
get people’s active par-
ticipation in shaping the
future of South Africa.
The signature campaign
will put the constitu-
tional proposals in per-
spective.

if we achieve our goal
of one million signa-
tures it will be one mil-
lion people who say
they support the UDF.




Staff Reporter
ANGLICAN, NGK and other
churchmen from Pretoria have
presented a formal memoran-
dum to the Government calling
for a complete rethink of its
policy on urban Africans.

The memorandum presented
this week to the Minister of
Constitutional Development,
Mr Chris Heunis, in Cape
Town, states:

® The notion that the cities
belong to whites is unjust;

® Africans must be directly |
involved in the drafting of laws |
on urbanisation;

SEVERE POVERTY

® South Africa is under-ur-
banised in relatior to its popu-
lation — the urban black popu-
lation of six million conid swell
10 20 million by the year 2000;
® The additional carrying
capacities of South African
cities should be used to combat
severe poverty ip the home-
lands. To accept this would not
only be realistic, but also ho-
mane, because the cities have
the capacity to carry a greater
. portion of the poorer peopie
and

@ Many Government offi-
ciais, imposing the hundreds of
laws and regulations governing
blacks, did not always under-
stand them, and their attitndes
to blacks were not always
good

The churchmen propose an
entirely new approach to ur-
banisation, in which the infor-
mal economy should be lega-
lised and encouraged. They
also propose site-and-service
schemes or controlled squat-

7 -75-minute mee

ting.

“VERLIGTE

The memorandum follows a |
ting in the city

this week between Mr Heunis

and two ‘delegates from the
Pretoria Group, Dr Willem Ni.

col_ of the Ned Geref ¥Kerk in !
Universiteitsoord and"a well- !

known verligte, and-Canon |
Rohik Briggs, rector of the An-

glicda*Church in Wa terEloof.

1

Canon Briggs said in Cape !

Town'foday that the two-rnan
delegation,” which represented
about 20 prorainent theologians
from English and Afrikaans
churches, had beep received
Sympathetically by Mr Heunis,
The memorandum, ~which
urges qneaningful consultation
Wwith the black community, is
ta.be eonsidered by the select
Committee examining the Or-
derly Movement and Resettle-
:megtt of Black Persons Bill, the
Tnost controversial of the
“Koornhef Bills”. three
_ "It was a remarkahle meet-.
g. We felt we were allowed to
put our points fully,” Canon
~Briggs said P

|

He said the Pretoria study l

“group had found that gome of
the poorest-black comununities

in Africa.lived in the horme- .

lands pear Pretoria. ;
® Cail by Siabbert. — Page 2. |
) ]




Churches group meets Heunis

LEADING theologians,
including Afrikaans
churchmen, this week
mounted a strong plea
for reform of the coun-

iry’s proposed new ip-

flux control laws,
| The plea was put
forward by a delegation

which held discussions .

with Minister Chris
Heunis in Cape Town,

Mr Heunis, Minister of
Constitutiony} Develop-
ment and Planning
known as the architect of
the new constitution —
Was presented with a
memorandum highly
critical of the proposed
Orderly Movement ang
Settlement of Black Peo-

ples Bill which is being .

studied by a parliamen.
tary committee,

The delegation is part
of the Christian Study
Grouwp and its members
are from the NG, Gere-
formeerde, Anglican,
Presbyterian and Luther-
an churches. In the mem.
orandum the group says:

® Blacks must be con-
sulted in the formulation
of laws on urbanisation.

® The concept that the
cities really belong to
whites — which is noth-
ing less than unjust — js
still strongly present.
Because of the 5ys-
tem’s negative effect on
famiiy ties “here we are
still on the wrong road.”

* 4 completely new
approach to urbanisation
is needed wherein,
ameng others, the infor.
mal econgmic sector
shouid be legitimjsed.

® And because the
cities can accommodate
more blacks thap are
being aliowed in, this
must be utilised to com-
bat the serigns poverty in
the national states,

Dr Willem Nicol of the
NG Choreh University
North, Pretoria, told me
yesterday that the diseus-

I
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there were still troubled
areas.

“There are aspects of
the problem which the
Government is seriously
attempting to resolve but
there are others which,
because of their nature,
still remain.”

The areas which are
receiving attention in-
clude the irritations
which are created in the
cities because of the in.
flux control laws and the
way in whichk officials
apply them.

“We are not asking for
the abolition of influx
control but for a new pol-
icy which will bring posi-
tive urbanisation.”

It cannot be scrapped
completely becayse we
will end up with a sitna-
tion much like Nigeria.
Research must be unger-
taken o establish tie op-
timum division between
urban and rural areas
with regard to carrying
the load of pPoverty-in our
country.”

Mr Nicol said that be-

AWS

‘By Luke Zeeman

tury millions of people
would flow into the
cities.

“One can expect that
there will he some
amount of wrbanisation
in the rura! areas but the .
majority of blacks wil]
come to the four main
metropolitan areas.

“The big problem re-
mains to calculate popu-
lation flow and see that
legislation be introduced
which can control the
movement in a realistic,
Christian and humane
manner. This is the great
challenge facing the Gov-
ernment.

“The history over the
past 100 years in at- .
tempting to cope with
this problem is like the
little boy on the beach
who builds sandcastles
which are washed away
by the incoming tide and
then builds them all over
again

“"The Government
must not attempt to stop
the tide but find a way to

sions were fryitful but fore the end of the cen. control it,” he added.
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JOHANNESBURG. — A
Anglican
Church delegation which
visited SWA /Namibia has
reported that people in
the north live in “a state
of perpetual fear and
suspicion” — ang -fear
the army and Koevoet
far more than they fear
Swapo.

The delegation was
sent to the territory by
the Archbishop of Can-
terbury, Dr Robert Run-
cie, at the request of the
Bishop of SWA/Namibia,
the Rt Rev James Kau-

1 lama.

Its six members spent -
two weeks there, includ-
ing six days in the war
zone in Owambo and

Okavango.

was published in Londo
today and presented to
br Runcie.

Among its 18 conclu-
sions were: “The curfew
operation in the north,
the undoubted intimida-
tion, the destruction of
property, the restriction

ing of distrust through in-
formers, the divisions in
family life, the cases of
abduction, torture and
beatings, the total mas-
sive armed presence of
the SADF, cause the
community to live in a
state of perpetuai fear
and suspicion.” — Sapa.
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Religion Reporter of South African Chris- gpened in November ' ‘F =
THE coloured communi- !1ans because of their 1377, On that occasion:': < B
ty in Paarl has been skin colour. the congregation, led by | j %‘”_‘a

chase of their historic
Zwonskerk — from which
they were evicted in
terms of the Group Areas
Act — by the whites-only
Hervormae Kerk.
Zinnskerx. established
10 1820, is the fifth oldest
congregation of the Ned
Geref Sendingkerk — one
of the first South African
churches to hold that
apartheld is a heresy and
racilal discrimination
counirary 1o God's laws.
Church members de-
P scnbed i as Cironie” that
the church from which
fhes were evicted on po-
aiticil grounds should
uuw be ovcupied by a in-
stitution which denies ad-
nission to the majority

deeply upset by the pur- Dr AJC Erwee, minis- Dr Erwee, formally|

ter of Zionskerk since
1972 and a member of
the Sendingkerk Modera-
men, said the congrega-
tion was served with an
€viclion notice in terms
of the Group Areas Act
n 1974

Al the same lime, col-
oured families were
moved from the area and
resettled in Paarl East,
across the Berg River
from their church.

Initially, the congrega-
tion was allowed to use
the church in terms of a
temporary permit issued
by the Department of
Community Develop-
ment.

A new church, also
named Zionskerk, was

clesed the old church and
moved in procession to,

the new Zionskerk. Ly
The old church. its ad-

Jjoining manse and school
were bought from the
Department of Commu-
nity Development by
businessman and hotelier
Mr Jan Pickard, whose
Picardi Hotel is next
door to the church.

The school was demol-
ished to make way for a
parking lot but the
manse was restored.
Moves by Mr Pickard to
preserve the church as a
museurn fell through, and
the building was recently
sold by him to the Her-
vormde Kerk,

Snowmobile rider Terence Brauner
hangs on for dear life as he attempts
to vault 17 cars at Anchorage, Alaska,
watched by about 1 500 spectators.
Brauner was trying to set a new re-
cord. But the snowmobile overshot the
ramp and crashed. Brauner sprained
his back and lost sorne teeth.
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Catholic priest
charged wi
subversio

Argus Bur

ZWELITSHA., — ev
Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, gener-
al secretary of the Southern Af-
ricar Catholic Bishops' Confer-
ence, appeared in the Regional
Court here today on charges of
snbversion, incitement to pub-
lic violence and addressing an
unlawful gathering.

Security was tight in the
crowded couriroom, with about
20 police inside and armed men
on guard outside.

At least 20 members of the
clergy attended the hearing, in-
cluding an observer for the
German Justice and Peace
Commission and the Interna-
tional Movement of Catholie
Jurists and Pax Romana.

Father Mkhatshwa, whose
detention at Fort Hare Univer-
sity on October 30 Iast year led
to international protest, ap-
peared relaxed and well. He
was dressed in a grey suif. He
pleaded not guilty to the
charges.

CAMPUS MEETING .

It is alleged that Father |[:
Mkhatshwa intended to overth- |
row or endanger the authority [
of the State at a meeting on the
university’s campus on QOctober
30 last year.

It is further alleged that he
intended {o bring ahout or pro-
mote constitutional, political,
social or economic change in

1. 0

It is alleged that Father
Mkhatshwa caused, encouraged
or fermented hostility between
different pepulation groups and
incited the meeting to commit
acts to promote disorder.

Count 2 alleges that Father
Mkhatshwa’s speech at the
meeting could have resulted in
public violence,

Count 3 alleges that Father
Mkhatshwa addressed an un-

. lawful gathering of more than
: 20 people.

(Proceeding)- , . )




Priest seiw frg% .

6 months a
Niehaus, {riat e

By ANTON HARBER
Poiltical Reporter
;:FATHER Timothy Stanton, a
-62-year-old Anglican priest,
% has beep released from pris-
- 00 after serving a six-month
»sentence for refusing to
..answer guestions in the in-
«xestigation of Carl Niehaus
. for high treason
Father Stanton was yester-
~day in retreat and unable to
uspeak to the Press.
- But a friend, Brother Bar-
.habas, said Father Stanton
»awas well and “just the same
_as when he went in".
v Father Stanten was sen-
-tenced 1in September last
wyear for refusing to answer
questions about Niehaus, an
..Acquaintance of his who was
3, then detained wnder Security
_Jegisiation.
. Father Stanton had been
subpeenaed to answer ques-
,Hons in connection with an
.-investigation of high treason
., .against Niehaus.
-7 He told the court it would

7 violate his conscience to give
a statemnent against Niebaus.
“] believe he is concerned
to bring about a more just
ordering of society than ex-
ists here at present I would
wish to support him in this,”
he said.

“To give evidence for the
State ip their case against
this young man would be a
thing of which I would be
deeply ashamed for the rest
of my life. ]

“Jt seems to me it would be
a form of betrayal and I can-
pot do it,” he said.

Niehaus and his girlfriend
“were subsequently jailed for
10 and four years respective-
1y for treason.

Father Stanton’s sister.
}-&srzdﬂannah Stanton, washre-

permission to visit im
in prison shortly after his
sentence began.

She had been deporied
from South Africa in 1560
after a long period of deten-
tion without trial

J—— U N [
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| PriesCwHo fefusel
eyidence released from

- An'elderly Johannesburg  Anglican

priest. was yesterday released from
prison after serving a six-month sep-
tepce forrefusing to make a statement
about Carl Niehaus for a police high
treason investigation. -
A spokesman for the St Peter’s Prio-

' ry in Rosettenville said Father Timo-

thy Stanton (62) was well but did not
want to speak to the Press, I

“He is resting and at this stage
wants to be alone,” the spokesman
said. . _ -

Father Stanton was Sentenced on
September 7 after telling a Johannes-

_ burg magistrate he could not give evi-

gi Vel
ym jail
dence against Nieuhaus because that
would violate his copscience.

“To give evidence for the State in
its case against this young man would
be a thing I wonld be deeply ashamed
of for the rest of my life,” he said at
the time. . ’

Father Stanton appeared in court
under section 205 of Act 51 of 1977
which provides for people refusing to !
make statements to the police to be
brought before a magistrate.

Carl Nieuhaus was later convicted of
treason and sentenced to 10 years in
jail.

3
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witness: in the trial in
Zwelitsha Regional
Court, of Father Sman-
galiso , Mkhatswha,
secre
ern African Catholic
Bishops Conference,
was detained yesterday
afier changing his stand
and giving evidence fa-
vourable to the defence.

Mr Nako Mosala told
the court that — con-
trary fo the charge he
faced of inciting stu-
dents to public violence
— Father Mkhatshwa

i had appealed to stu-

dents of the University
of Fort Hare to be calm
following the death of
five students at the Uni-
versity of Zululand.
Immediately after the
case was adjourned se-
curity police bundled
Mr Mosala, a former stu-

: | dent at the University of

Fort Hare, into a police
car. .

The senior defence
counsel, Mr Dennis
EKuny SC, asked the
police where they were
taking Mr Mosala and if
they had a warrant for
his arrest, but the police
apparently insinuated
that they (the defence)
were preventing his ar-
rest.

it is alleged by the
State that Pretoria-
based Father
Mkhatshwa, 48, had in-
cited the students of
Fort Hare to violence

_while speaking
~church service on Octo-

of the South- -

at’a
ber 30 last year, held in
sympathy with the fam-
ilies of the students who
died after being assault-
ed by members of In-.
katha.

Father MEkhatshwa
also faces a charge of
addressing an unlawful
gathering.

He has pleaded not
guilty.

Mr Mosala told the
magisirate, Mr J Kotze,
that Father Mkhatshwa
had been in Ciskei on
church business and
had been his guest on
the campus. Neither of
them had known about
the church service until
they were approached
by a Mr Khumazlo, one of
the students who orga-
nized the service, who
requested Father
MEkhatshwa to take part.

Mr Mosala said Father
Mkhatshwa, as 2 man of
peace, had appealed to
the students to remain
calm and not to resort to
viclence even if they
were threatened by vio-
lence.

The service had been
interrupted by univers-
ity authorities who
pointed out it was il-
legal. It had then ended
and Father Mkhatshwa
bad been detained.

Mr Mosala asked the
court to disregard a
statement he had made
previously as it had
been'made while he was
under extreme duress.

He was detained with
Father Mkhatshwa in
October, but was re-
leased the next day
after making the state-
ment - -

Earlier, the magis-
trate ruled that a state-
ment allegedly made by
Fathgr MEkbhaishwa,
which had not been
signed, was inadmissa-
ble.

Application for bzail
was refused and the
case continues today.

The head of the Secur-
ity Police in Ciskei,
Colonel Fumbalele Zozi,
could not be reached for
comment on Mr Mosa-

1 1a’s detention. — Sapa




fil

Bishop De

his release yesterday.
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ZWELITSHA. _ The
Secretary of the South-
ern African Catholje
Bishops® Conf‘erence,
Father Smangaliso ,
Mkhatshwa, was acquit-
ted in the Regional
Court here yesterday on
charges of subversion,
incitement tg violence
and addressing an un-
" lawful gathering,

The magistrate, Mr J
Rotze, said in hig judg-
ment that none of Fa-
ther Mkhatshwa’s ze-
tions eould be regarded
as an offence.

The State alleged that
Pather Mkhatshwa, 43,
had addressed an un-
lawful gathering at the
University of Fort Hare
on October 30 Iast Year
— & church service held
in Sympathy with the be-
reaved families of five
students from the Uni-
versity of Zululand
killed by members of In-
katha,

. The magistrate said
Father MEhatshwa hag
mentioned at the ser-

- R e s

€0 e o,

vice that the struggle in
Soutk Africa should
continue and had traced
the historiea] back-
ground and the plight of
a4 black man in South
Africa, He hag not men-
tioned the overthrowing
of the Ciskeian Govern-
ment,

Mr Eotze said g letter
from the Rector of the
University of Fort Hare
stating that the service '

ad been “g normaj
ehurch service” hagd
been Supported by State
witnesses who had told
the court they had not
regarded the meeting as
unlawful. Mr Kotze sajd
it would appear that the
service had beep of g
religious nature,

Father MEkhatshwa

ad been in detention
since. last October,
Sapa

—

—




© |-three char,

East London

. Bureau -
ZWELITSHA. — The
Rev Smangaliso
Mkhatshwa has heen
acquitted in the Re-
gional Court here on
charges of subversion,
incitement to public
violence and address-
ing an illegal gather-
ing.

Father Mkhatshwa,
general secretary of the
Southern African Catho-
le Bishops' Conference
had been in detention in
Ciskef since his arrest at
Fort Hare University on
October 30 last year.

The magistrate, Mr J
Kotze, discharged Father
Mkhatshwa yesterday
after finding that the
State had failed to prove
its case on any of the

—

ges.
. . Jubilant members of
‘the public and clergy
clapped and cheered as
the magistrate left the
courtroom.

Prayer meeting

The State alleged that
Father Mkhatshwa had '
intended to overthrow '
the State or endanger its |

Cheers i}}

o M5 PLZ

as priest

f

v

anthority when he ad-
dressed a prayer meeting
at the University of Fart
Hare.

The meeting was a
mermorial service for stu-
dents who died in rioting

| dents; M= Kotze sail.

at Ongoye University in
Natal during an Inkatha
rally.

The State also alleged
that Father Mkhatshwa
utiered words which
could have resulfed in
public violence, and Had
addressed an illegal
gathering,

Mr Kotze found there
was nothing iz Father
Mkhatshwa’s address
that advised students to
overthrow the State:or
endanger its authority.
According to evidence:

before the court, Father [~

‘Michatshwa had also said
‘ndthing o incite.the stu-

Quietened down

Had Father
Mkhatshwa wished to in-
cite the students he could
have .done so as they
were in the “right mood”.
Mr Kotze said a State
witness testified that the
students had been shout-
ing before Father
Mkhatshwa’s address buf
had then quietened down.

The court further
found it difficuit fo ac-
cept that Father
Mkhaishwa had known
the gathering was ilegal.

Two witnesses who
tived in Alice and attend-
ed the service had not
known it was illegal, Mr
Kq;ge said.

Mr-Denis Kuny, SC, and' Mr H

Fabricius appeared for Father
Mkhatshwapgnd Ar B Nel for

the State.

TR
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GK bi:

-slowed

By MAURITZ MOOLMAN

Gereformeerde

and ifs 13 member churches
eaningful progress

at unity talks held in Pretoria yes-

“terday.
- One of the most

churches in the N
.eoloured NG Sendingkerk, refrained
- from participating in discussion ang ap-
* stained from veling on eertain key is-

. Sues.

The issues concern

Important sister
GE  family, the

the establishment

" of an NGK Ecumeniost Synod of Souts-

€rn Afriea as

[ an expression of
diversity” in the NG chureh family

“unity in
and

. the disposition of members of the white
- NGK to an open clnreh,
- . The NG Sendingkerk wants the
- thurch to be opened at grassroots level
- while white NGK leaders and members

o

-prefer regulations
church services to be
gregational level .

for multiracial
enforced on coh-

+m

Dr Allan Boesak

president of the
World Alliance of Reformed Churches
and a delegate to the Federal Council of
NG Kerke, told the Rand Daily Mai
yesterday that the NG Sendingkerk re-

Jected the idea of an écumenical synod
because it perpetuated the present sys-
tem of racially segregated churckes.

The NG Sendingkerk could therafore
not see much hope of attaining any
meaningful change by discussing these
issues as long as it was taking place
within the framework of apartheid in
the cimrch, Dr Boesak said

Dominee I .j Mentor, leader of the NG
Sendipgkerk delegation, told the meet-

But a resolution was adopted by the
Federal Council, which only has adviso-
Iy powers, after the committee for
church unity wag sent back by the deje.

gates to redraft a resolution following a
clash between Dr Boesak and the former
chief of the Broederbond, Professor
Carel Boshoff.

Ir repiy to a call by Dr Boesak, that
the NGK move away from racial segre-
gation, Dr Boshoff said he believed Dr
Boesak was wrong in his interpretation
of the issues involved.

The issue of church unity had nothing
at all te do with racialism, Prof Boshoff
said.

The resolution adopted calls for “es-
sential unity” in the church to be worked
out in praetice through: . .
& Open doors and spontaneous partici-
pation in church services.

@ Open membership of the wvarions
churches.

@ Mutual acereditation of legitimated
cleries.

© One confessional basis for member
churches.

The resolution was supported by Ds M
J Leboze of the black NGK in Africa.

1




Peace not good

for S
say ¢ 'hu%é

Own Correspondent
WASHINGTON. — Ae-
cording to South Afri-
ean church leaders on a
tour of the United
States, the regiomnal
peace accords in South-
ern Afriea are good
news for everyone but
South Africa’s blacks.

The Rev Peter Storey,
the’ presidenti-elect of
thé Methodist Church of

. Southern Africa, said

South Africa’s pohcy of
foiging truces with its
black neighbours was
puiting the cart before
the horse.

“The front line in
South Africa is not with
Mozambigue, not with

" Angola,” Mr Storey said.

“The front line is here,
in Johannesburg and
Pretoria.”

The church men said

that past experience
had shown, however,
that South Africa’s ini-
tiatives with bordering
black states were not ae-
companied by internal
reforms.
.-They said that while
South Africa was forg-
ing truces with Angola.
and Mozambique, Pre-
toria’s policy of forcible
relocation of blacks was
being vigorously imple-
mented.

“The delegation said
that nearly 3,56 million
biacks had been pushed
out of white areas, and
an estimated two mil-
lion more would be re-
settled in the fiture.

-In a meeting with the
Assistant Seeretary of
State for Africa, Dr
Chester Crocker, the
delegation asked the
United States thtoigpply

dialogue with the black
community inside the
country’s borders.

The church Ieaders
said that in order {o es-
tablish seme irust be-
tween Pretoria and
South Africa’s blacks,
some of the more hate-
ful tenets of apartheid
should be abolished.

They said the neces-
sary reforms included
the abolition of the pass
laws, the abolition of
the umtary system of
education and the ces-
sation of the resettle-
ments. The final guaran-
tee for peace in the
region would be brought
about when South Afri-
can blacks were granted
full civil rights, Mr
Storey said.

Dr Crocker is one of
the major architects of}
the disengagement pro-
cess between South
Afriea and Angola, with
the final goal being Na-
mibian independence.

American policy to-
wards South Africa, par-
ticularly the Reagan ad-
ministration’s
constructive engage-
ment, is based on the
fact that South Africa is
considered the region’s
bulwark against commu-
nisni.

The church leaders
emphasized that the
drive for internal re-
form in South Africa
was not necessarily
Marxist. “The best guar-
anice of South Africa’s
defence against internal
or external communist
aggression would be jus-

tice” - Mr Storey said.

I
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halfway’

From JOHN
BATTERSBY

LONDON. — The forced
removal of more than
three million people in
South Africa was “social
engineering on such a
gargantuan scale” that
it had set in motion
forces that were “virtu-
ally irreversible™, the
Rev Peter Storey said
here yesterday.

. Mr Storey, president- -
elect of the Methodist
Church in South Africa.
was chairing a joint del-
egation. of the South
African Council of
Churches and the South
African Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference which
has co-operated in the
drawing up of a report
on forced removats.

Londor seminar

The report, entitled
““Relocations — the
churches’ report on
forced removals in
South Africa”, has al-
ready been presented to
the Secretary-General
of the United Nations,
Dr Javier Perez de Cuel-
lar, and to the United
States Assistant Secre-
tary of State for African
Affairs, Dr Chester
Crocker.

Mr Storey said a pro-
gramme which would ul-
timately resuit in re-
moval of more than five
milliorn people was
more than halfway.

The delegation will
present their findings to
church leaders, parlia-
mentarians and diplo-
mats at a seminar in
London.

N
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“Talk with the ANC’

Surprise call on Government by outspoken NGK theologian

By Luke Zeaman

THE Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk this
week took another step towards scrapping
segregation, disclosed it had trucked food to
Maputo, and urged the Government to talk
with the ANC.

The move {0 oust race barriers in the church
was taken at a federal council meeting which has ad-
vised its member churches — which inciude 1t black
churches — to have open doors, open membership and
mutual accreditation of ministers, regardless of race.

It has been welcomed by black church leaders

- although there was still concern as to what atti-
tude the General Synod of the NGK would have
to the decision.

Nevertheless, a leading black churchman, Rev IJ
Mentor, sees the decision as a step forward: “The
NGK has always said it is open in principle, but one
cap’t attach conditions to it in praetice.

“But this step is {0 be welcomed because it is a
move in the right direction.”

In ancther development, the Rev Eddie Bruwer, a
mission secretary of the NGE, disclosed this week
that the church had sent eight tons of mealiemesl 10 &
sister church near Mozambique over a year ago.

‘Enemies’

The truck was accompanied by two white and
one black ehurchman. It was felt the disclosure could
only be made now that a peace accord had been
signed with Mozambique. The church’s action was
seen as significant in the Afrikaans Press where it was
hailed as “one of the nicer stories that has emerged
out of Afriea” recentiy.

Even more surprising was this week’s plea by
the outspoken theologian Dr Willem Nicol who in
his column told readers of Heeld that the Govern-
ment should have talks with all its enemies, even
the ANC, should that body have meaningful support
among the population.

Dr Nicol, who is a2 member of the Christian study
group which last month urged the Government to
rethink on its proposed new legislation affecting
blacks, said that the Government ought to continue its

- discussions with “enemies”, especially those inside
South Africa. He named the South Africar Couneil
g Ci]&réha, the United Demoeratic Front as well as

e 3

- By Luke Zesman

THE Rand Afrikaans Unfi-
versity radio station went
off the air this week amid
claims of mismanagement
and allegations that reve-
nue from an e’Void con-
cert on the campus was
paid into a private bank
acount.

Campus Radio, which
has also been criticised for
using too much English, is
now being investigated by
a student committee at the
request of its director,
Derick Gardener, wha
temporarily resigned on
the aftermoon the e'Void
concert was staged .

It is believed that rec-
ords have disappeared;
that money has been paid
into private bank accounts
and there have been other
management irregularities,
although Mr Frapk Kill-
bourn, deputy chairman of
the SRC, has stressed that
theft of money is not su-
spected.

He said this week that
people had taken records
home without returning
them and that money had
been pzid into private
banking accounts out of
ignorance of regulations
and not as an attempt to
steal.

In another incident in-
volving ¢’Void, according
te Heraut, the RAU cam-
pus student publication,
the Rector of the universi-
ty of the Free State, Pro-
fessor Wynand Mouton,
had advised the SRC to
claim R1 500 from its

0O Pop group e'Void
... things got out of
control on Free
State campus after
their concert

campus radio to repair
damage resulting from an
e’Void concert there.

The concert was held in
the Free States university’s
posh auditorium.

By the time the doors
opened the ¢rowd went

The GFS’s Radio Cam-
pus had promised that
there would be ample secu-
rity but found themselves
unable te cope. Fans
swamped the stage even
before the show to try and
get close to the South
African pop group whose
debut LP was one of the
biggest sellers over the fes-
tive season.

In desperation about 23

'RAU radio

.-

Uh

goes off

Big pus ro afr

wild e’Void concert

metal tables were placed
in front of the stage which,
accerding to a Heraunt
source, were quickly
wrecked.

The rubber caps on the
table legs dropped off and
carpets were damaged.
Several cases of “indecen-
cy” were also reported.

In the audience were
about 300 students. The
rest were “*English” stu-
dents and soldiers.

In giving his reasons for
resigning from RAU’s

Campus Radio, Mr Gar-
dener said that there were
$0 many irregularities that
be bad no choice.

“No-one could tell me
with certainty who the
director was,” he said. It
is understood that deci-
sions were made without
his knowledge and that fi-
nancial commitments may

have been undertaken.

without his consent.

It is not konown wh,en-

the radio will be back on
the air,

As for his proviso as to
. whether the ANC has
meaningfull suppert, Mr
b de Vries, writing this
week in the Rand Afri-
"kaamse University publi-
cation Herauf quotes
figures by the University
of Natal’s Professor
Lawrence Schiernmer.

Professor Schlemmer’s
research showed that
Chief Gatsha Buthelez,
Chief Minister of Kwa-
Zulu and leader of Inka-
tha, was seen as the most
important political per-
sonality in certain parts

O Boesak

Dr Nicol referred in
his article — as an exam-

: i ple of different perspec-
 of the country in 1577. tives — fo the sitwation in
“In 1981 the situation  South West Africa.

had changed and 76 per-
cent of those surveyed
. supported ANC leader
* Nelsen Mandela and only
39 percent Chief Buthe-

“For many whites it
was always a holy cos-
viction that it was a
Christian duty to support
this war.

"0 Boshott

many black Christians in
our country who support
Swapo and in South West
Africa there are even
churches which support
Swapo. Many whites can-
not understand how
Christians ecan think this
way.

“We cannot understand
one another because our

Church takes

a step closer

to integration

positions are so different
that we see different
sides of the war.

“In the same way there
is hardly any aspect of
South African society
which cannot be viewed
from other viewpoints,
such as influx control,
voting rights and security
laws.

lezi.”

v _— N

“There are, however,

I T — =

“The danger exists that
this tendency can literal-
Iy break our society be-
cause it can go so far
that that the various
groups can no longer un-
derstand or hear each
other and can only shoot.

“This does not mean
tkat in practice we must
lose our viewpoints and

be prepared to negotiate

with anyone. We seek the .

truth and must reject

people who obviously are
not searching for it.

"But we must realise |

that our viewpoint will
remain one-sided if we
are not prepared to to
talk to our enermies. They
must help us to see those
sides of reality which are
shuttered to us.

“In such a way we can
develop a lasting aware-
ntess of our real position,”
he said.

The theological debate
in the NGK is expected
to continue at heated
levels with varicus
bodies and cornmissions
of the church due to meet
shortly.




Own Correspondent

PRETORIA. — The pro-
eess of forced removals
and reallocations, which
has aceelerated since the
early 1960s, has brought
the apartheid “dream” of
19 independent black na-
tion-states close to a re-
alization, according to 2
recent churches’ report
on removals.

A joint report of the
South African Council of
Churches and the South-
ern African Catholic

Bishop’s Conference
which says that the re-
movals are motivated by
political, economic and
ideological consider-
ations, has come in the
wake of continnous
forced removals of many
peopie from ithe areas
they occnpied for dec-
ades.

Other races

The churches report
that although the vast
majority of relocated
persons are Africans,

The Cape Times, Monday, March 26, 1984 7

Removals ‘realize apartheid dream’

about 600000 people of
other races have had to
move in terms of the
Group Areas Act since
1950.

According to figures
released by the
churches, a total of
120 787 coloured, Indian
and white families have
already been removed.

The churches charge
that the Group Areas Act
has imposed control
counfrywide over all in-
ter-racial changes in

ownership and occupa-
tion of property not al-
ready covered by the
1913 and 1936 Land acts.

“The Act has aiso em-
powered the State to de-
cide where members of
the different racial
groups should live and
trade,” says the report.

Instrument

Used in conjunection
with the Population Reg-
istration Act of 1950, the
report claims, the Groap

Areas Act became “‘a
prime instrument of
mass gprootal and dis-
possession of coloared
and Indian people, some
Africans and a small
nnmber of whites

“The whole new stroc-
ture of the government
embodied in the 1983
Constitution Act is based
on the Population Regis-
tration Aet and the
Group Areas Act, which
will inevitably continue
to be applied and en-
forced.”

_at” ‘



bombers

DURBAN. — Church leaders and leaders of the
b.lack states were unanimous in their condemna-
tion of the Durban car-bomb blast on Tuesday
morning in which three people were killed and 22

others injured.

The general secretary
of the South African
Council of Churches,
Bistop Desmond Tutu,
yesterday condemned
the bombing.

Speaking at a press
conference in Khotso
House, Johannesburg,
after his refurn from 2z
visit overseas, Bishop
Tutu said ke had specu-
lated that the African

Condition

DURBAN. — A woman
who prematurely gave
hirth fo a baby seven
hours after the blast in
Durban on Tuesday and
her baby, were both in a

National Congress satisfactory_ conditio_n,
(ANC) might escalate its the  hospital said
internal activity follow- Yesterday.

Mrs Shirley Brittain,
29, had a 2,9kg daughter
by Caesarean section.

Miss Karen Edgar, 19,

- of Amanzimtioti, who was
-one of those seriously
. hurt in the blast, is in a
| satisfactory condition in
Addingtorn Hospital.

A spokesman said she
had undergone an opera-
tion yesterday to remove
metal fragments from
her, body. — Sapa

ing the accord between
South Africa and
Mozambique and “per-
haps would not show re-
straint but attack even
civilian targets™.

Prediction

“l am deeply sad-
dened that if the Dur- .
ban ear bomb was their
work, that my prediction
should appear to bhe re-
- alized so soon.”

He said the SACC was
opposed fo all forms of
violence, irrespective of
whether it came frem

4

E}éﬁegrgﬁil;gmenf or from * at Ulundi that the strug-
Bishop Tutu said that Sy nsih® COUDLY was
it became clear during | opartheid, =md, not

his visit'that there was ! 5o0inct ordi 2onl
no anti-South African | £ ns. ordinary people.
feeling overseas | 'I:here:--could be no justi-
“The world 18 not amti- fication for planting
South Africa. It is anti- ?1? Iggitén ﬂ-‘;ﬂ}a{c places
g%ahihecll%e fhrg’i;?;&r of He said he understood
Kwazulu, Chlef Gatsha Lp ok 2DEer in the face
- Buthelezi, condemned onC Pnression, but hon-
\the bomb blast as an e by ol and the
iRy mans” and “hes . commitmenis he was
“tial” aét, and expressed , jeop oo ted him o re
* condolénces to the be-| ject senseless killing

: reaved, the SABC re-
! porfed-yesterday.
Chief Bothelezi said

of victims

‘the bomb have, would:
- . be as counter-produc-

et

“For us to be stam-
peded into the kind of
mental frame of mind
the killers who planted

self was,

“We should also be re-
minded that reconcilia-
tion in Seuth Africa
itself must take a very
much higher priority
than the reconciliation
between the states of
Southern Africa.

“We must pursue
both, but uniess the bur-
den of our respousibil-
ities is feitf to be to
achieve national recon-
ciliation in South
Africa, we will be faced
with an ever-deteriorat-
ing situation in this
country."” ,

‘Barbarie acis’

President Lennox
Sebe of Ciskel also con-
demned the car blast.

tive as the explosion it- ‘

1n a swatement, the
national leader, Mr A P
Booysen, said his party
condemned ‘‘this cal-
lous and dastardly deed
as an act of cold-blood-
ed murder and we see
(its perpertrators as cow-
ardly gangsters”.
. The General Assem-
-bly of the Presbyterian
Church expressed its
sorrow for the victims
and perpetrators of the
“gvil deed”.

‘Easy peace’

In z statement, the
moderater, the Right
Reverend L S L Mateza,
said he felt “sadness for
the victims of the evil
deed and sadness for
the perpetrators
thereof”.

The Methodist Chureh
condemned the blast as
“an act of senseless and
wanton cruelty and de-
struction inflicted upon
innocent people™.

The Kenyan Daily Na-
tion newspaper yester-
day said the bomb
attack had “shatiered
the racist rulers’ dream
that the recent peace
accords signed befween
them and their neigh-
bours would bring them
an easy peace”.

“Fhe delusion inhibits
their understanding
that only the toial dis-
mantling of apartheid
laws and practises
could possibly usher in
an era of peace. After
all, peace and apartheid
are inherently exclu-
sive,” the newspaper
wrote. — Sapa-Reuter
and Own Correspondent

N

“I strongly condemn

any acts of viclence and
nothing will ever be
achieved by such bar-
baric aets,” President
Sebe said.

The Freedom Party
vesterday expressed its
regret at “the anneces-
sary loss of life and in-
juries inflieted on
unsuspeeting and inno-
cent victims™.
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SA churches ¢
ANC subversion’

Political Staff

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. — South African
churches. ehurch leaders and church organizations
are involved in a world-wide bropaganda campaign
to support the African National Congress’s subver-
sive activities — aimed at inciting social and la-
bour unrest in this country.

This government standpoint on the threat facing
South Africa is eontained in the white paper on de-
fence tabled in Parliament vesterday.

The white paper says the ANC gets support from
the South African Communist Party (SACP) and
*acts as its military wing™
! According to the white paper, some local chureh
organizations. backed by the World Council of
Churches (WCQ), “openly lend moral and financial
support to terrorist organizations and participate
in the undermining of the SA Defence Force by in-
ter alia assisting national service dodgers .

It said that apart from acts of sabotage. the ANC
had stirred up labour and social unrest.

‘Revolutionary onslaught’
The ANC's various acts of sabotage were primar-

ily aimed at obtaining wide publicity in local and ]

international media. the paper siated.

The white paper said the ANC. allied with the
SACP, formed part of a “revolutionary onslaught™
that served to establish Soviet influence in South-
ern Africa and “are major elements of the Soviet
plan to obtain control of the RSA™,

“During 1982/83 the consolidation and expansion
of Soviet influence in certain states in Southern
Africa, as well as the build-up of the military capa-
bilities of these states. inter alia for the protection
of Swapo/ANC bases. received priority.”

The infiltration of the ANC from states in South-
ern Africa necessitated an expansion and improve-
ment of the area-protection capabilities of the SA
Army.

However. infiltration by ANC guerillas into
South Africa had been minimized by the SA Police.
the paper said.
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ObJec’t%ér Qs ‘like a seesaw |

Pretoria Bureau

A MEMBER of the Jehovah's Witnesses sect

created the impression of a see-saw With his

answers, the chairman of the Board for Reli-

El?eus Objection, Mr Justice M T Steyn. said in
foria yesterday.

Private Johan Meyer of Sasolburg told the
board he would rather be shot by a firing
squad than perform military service.

But he was closely questioned by the board
for ending his association with the sect short-
ly before he was inducted into the defence
force.

Members of the board said Pte Meyer
sometimes contradicted himseli, and they
suspected he rejoined the sect to evade mib-
tary service because he did not enjoy it.

The objector toid the board he had stopped

attending services because his father had put
pressure on him to do his military service.

But later, as a2 Technical Services recruit at
Voortrekkerhoogte, he felt it would be wrong
to kill people.

Asked by the Hev Joban Heyms of the
Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk if the State
should not have the right to direct its subjects
to take up arms against the communist on-
slavght, Pte Meyer said it should be left to
“God's working power to intervene’.

. Corporal Deon Jordaan. Pte Meyer’s im-
mediate superior, said Ple Meyer had told
him he attended NG Kerk services because
the OC, a Captain Buitendach, refused bim a
pass to go to Jehovah's Witnesses services

Capt Buitendach is expected to testify to-

day.
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More and more the conflict between
white and black nationalisms is tak-
ing on the dimensions of a theologi-
cal civit war. ¥ ever it becomes a
full-scale war then the troops of both
sides will march to the strains of
“Omvward Christian Soldiers”.

This was brought home to me once
again on Friday night as I sat in Pre-
toria’s Skilpadsaal listening fo the
thunderous theological rhetoric with
which the Afrikaner Volkswag was
launched, with three dominees among
the principal performers — Professor
Carel Boshoff, Drr Andries ‘Treurnicht
and Ds Mostert van den

Only a few weeks before I had lis-
tened to equally powerful sermons
delivered in Cape Town by Bishop
Desmond Tutn and Dr AHan Boesak
to the delegates to the Second Car-
negie Conference on Poverty.

Here are two viewpoints as far
apart as can be found on God’s earth:
on the one hand a cry of outrage
against raclal oppression, on the other
an insistence on continued domination
that has in ifs ranks people who wear
a swastika badge and give the Naz
salute, Yet both claim biblical justifi-
cation for their cause.

Sometimes they even use the same
texis to flustrate their opposite stand-
points. On Friday night Dr Trewrnicht
spoke of the abiding sconrge of the
Tower of Babel to which no self-

respecting volk should be required to
refurn.

Yet I have heard Bishop Tutu
preach that the meaning of Babel is
that man’s apariness from his fel-
low man iIs the result of sin which
wrecked the primal unity of God’s
creation. ..

“Bly blank my volk” — stay white
my people — is the divine injunction
drawn from the one interpretation.

“Apartheid is evil and from sin”
is the message from the other. = -

Both speak of freedom. The one
claims that Christ’s mission on earth
was to identify with the poor and the
oppressed and to champion their
cause of liberation.

The other, relying more heavily on
the Old Testament, contends that a

God-fearing »olk has a divine right:

to ifs own separafe existence; that if
necessary it must be prepared to fight
with the utmost ruthlessness to pre-
serve that right. :

In hetween; of course, there is a
bland fniddle group — a sort of theo-
logical United Party — which tries to
pretend that politics has no place in
religion and spends its time intoning
homilies in empty English churches
and over the SABC.

-But for the most part there.is a

struggle of extraordinary intensity ~

going on, involving not just a few
big names at the top but thousands

" Allister Sarks

not even in Poland, is religion such
a pervasively important factor in the
politics of a nation.

The 7000 people in the Skilpad-
saal listened in rapt attention to Ds
van den Berg's opening Scripture les-
son of more than an hour. Double
that number of black people will lis-
ten just as attentively to Bishop Tutu
in Soweto’s Regina Mundi cathedral
on June 16.

Religion plays a big part in the
lives of our pational servicemen who
are taught that they are fighting a
war agginst atheistic communism.
Yet on any :given Stnday in northern
Namibia congregations of up to 1000

- Swapo-supperting Ovambos will gath-

€r for services of the Ovangokavango
Church.

Br D F Malan, who launched the
modern National Party on its road
to power, was a minister of the Dutch
Reformed Church who never doubted
that he was an instrument of divine
will leading his people to self-determi-
nation.

The African National Congress was
likewise launched by earmest Chris-

o2 a4l

The civil wits
over theology
MY ViEw

tians, the products of missionary
schools.

Albert Luthuli, who led the ANC
in the fifties, was a Methodist lay
preacher. Oliver Tambo, who took
over the leadership in exile after the
movement was banned, had hoped to
become an Anglican priest.

Barney Pityana, who was Steve
Biko’s closest associate in the Black
Consciousness Movement, has become
an ordained minister in England.

What does it all mean? First of
all, surely, that the marxists are
wrong when they say that capitalist
economics is the sole dynamic of the
South African struggle.

Second, that the Nationalists are
wrong when they say it is all a strug-
gle against communism.

K is in fact a great moral sfrug-
gle, the way the issue of slavery was
in the 18th cenbury, which is why it
is so passionate, so unremitting and

50 stubbornly unresponsive to politi- §

cal palliatives,
® Allister Sparks, a former edi-
tor of the Rand Daily Mail, writes

this regular column and reports
Jor several overseas newspapers.
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of ordinary foHowers. Nowhere else,
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The Christfan Education Movernent (Cemn) last night
recommended that churches appoint representatives
fo serve on State school committees and school
boards to promote closer co-operation between them.
In a list of gnidelines submitted to the Cemy’s 41st
general meeting, the movement’s council said it re-
cognised “the education of children in State schools
as-a concern of the church”, '
. The council also recommended that ministers of
religion keep in touch with school principals, make

themselves available for invitations to lead school’|

~worship and give pastoral care to teachers,
~ The Cem’s affiliates inchide the Roman Catholic
Church, the Anglican Church, the Methodist Church of -
Southern Afriea and the Presbyterian Church of
Southern Africa,

“Churches expect teachers to be familiar with the
religious background of their pupils and the commun-
fties to which they belong without becoming involved
in sectdrian teacking,

“Children need the best teachers the church ean

. send into the profession for ail subjects, but particy-
larly for religious education and biblical studies,” the
movement recommended. _
The Anglican Bishop of Johanneshurg, the Rt Rev

othy Bavin, who opened the meeting, appealed to
Christian teachers to “try to be the presence of Christ
in the classroom”.

“Jesus taught without modern equipment and
books-and yet he was described as having authority
because of the kind of person he was — this ought to
be'true of teachers as well,” said Bishop Bavin,
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Survey on military
service, war issues

Staff Reporter

QUESTIONS on service in the SADF,
conscription for coloured people and
Indians, the African National Con-
gress and “just war” are included in
a survey being conducted by the War
and Peace Group.

The War and Peace Group is part of
the Roman Catholic Justice and
Peace Commission.

Miss Debbie Cabion, a member of
the War and Peace Group, said the
survey would be used to gauge the
public’s feelings on the issues sur-
veyed and to make it aware of them.

Questionnaires were distributed in
parishes in the Peninsula.

People replying to the question-
naire were ask to give their views on

conscription and whether the govern-
ment should extend conseription to
coloured people and Indians if the
new constitution was implemented.

They were asked whether the rea-
son for the “low intensity war” in
South Africa was “the communisi on-
slaught against the country, hosiile
neighbours, apartheid, an unequal
distribution of wealth and resources,
or the denial of meaningful political
rights for the majority of South Afri-
cans”.

People were asked whether they
thought the SADF was fighting a “just
war” in Namibia and against the
ANC.

Miss Cabion said the survey was be-
ing co-ordinated by The Ecumenical
Action Movement (Team).
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Religion Reporter -
GERMAN, American and
Dutch organisations have invit-
ed Dr CF Beyers Naude, the
banned former Ned Geref Kerk
theologian, to visit Europe this
month — on the eve of the Fu-
ropean tour by the Prime Min-
ister, Mr P W Botha.

He has been invited to be a
guest of honour in Germany on
May 31 at an inter-
church feliowship to mark the
50th anniversary of the Bar-
anen Declaration
It was at Barmen, near Wup-
*pertal, in 1934 that the Confess-
ing Churches came together to.

declare their opposition to the
racist policies of Adolph Hitler
and to oppose political interfer-
ence in matters of theology.

Meanwhile, the Franklin D
Roosevelt Four Freedoms
Foundation in New York has
named Dr Naude as a recipient
of 2 Freedom of Religion Med-
al for 1984,

The foundation said its med-
als honoured those who lives
gave meaning to Roosevelt's
Four Freedoms speech in 1941:
“Freedom of speech and ex-
pression ... freedom of every
person to worship God in his

uf 22
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own way ... freedom from
want ._ . freedom from fear . ..
everywhere in the world.”

The . foundation wrote: “The
trustees of this award believe

that joor integrity, courage’

and totdl life example reflect
the trae definition of those ob-
jectives which President Roo-
sevelt described in seeking
freedom of worship.

“Recipients of the award in-
clude Harry Truman, John F
Kennedy, General George Mar-
shall,. Adlai Stevenson and- El-
eanor-Roosevelt.” ° . ;¢

eye

cipient was Princess Juliana of
the Netherlands.

Other Freedom of Religion
awards will be made to Luth-
eran Bishop Werner Leich, who
organised a programme com-
memorating the 50th apnive-
sary of Martin Luther's birth:
Norwegian actress Liv Ulman,
for her work among children in
refugee camps (Freedom from
Want), Mr Brian Urquhart, un-
der-secretary general of the
United Nations {(Freedom from
‘Fear), and Amnesty 7Interna-
tional for its programme to
abolish torture (Freedom of

-The first non-American re:

Ren

- S_peech).
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: Chief Reporter
THE Bishop of George,
the Rt Rev W J Manning,
vesterday described
what he termed ‘‘a val-
ley of devastation” that
he bad witnessed from a
hilltop overlogking the
Southern Cape village
of Suurbraak, and said
many of the villagers
need help desperately.
The bishop, who has
started a relief fund to
help the people of Suur-
braak. Zoar and other
villages in the area that
were badly hit by storms
fast month, said most of
those affected were el-
derly folk, dependent on
pensions, or children.
“There are roofs off all
over the place, and we
are very concerned
about the villagers.”

Bishop Manning said
a governmeni depart-
ment had provided tents
for homeless villagers
and that the Red Cross
Society was ‘“‘doing a
very good job” in the
devastated areas.

A local committee had
been set up, he said, to
co-ordinate relief work.

@® The bishop added
that he was *very grate-
ful indeed” for dona-
tions that had been
made to his relief fund.
Any further contribu-
tions should be sent to:

The Bishop’s Relief
Fund, PO Box 227,
George 6530,
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gime bas invited Swapo
to Windhoek to have
talks again,” he said.
“«But irrespective (ol
that), my answer is that
Swapo is willing to talk
genuinely with the
South African regime on
the question of handing
over power to the Nami-
bian peobple through
Swapo.

«First, the shooting,
and all the hostilities
must stop.

“Secondly, Namibian
refugees must be al-
lowed to return to Na-
mibia as in United
Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolution 435.”

He also demanded
that Souih Africa stop
linking SWA/Namibia's
independence with
withdrawal of Cuban
troops from Angola.

But he said the major
goal of Swapo was sim-
ply to free SWA/Na-
mibia.

Mr Nujoma denied re-

denies
invitation’

ports that Swapo and Mr
Botha had any plans for
direct contacts during
their respective Euro-
pean tours. calling the
Lusaka meeting in May
“a South African propa-
ganda trip”.

“We have many third-
party channels of con-
tact with the Botha re-
gime,” he said.

‘Fiasco’

“The Lusaka meeting
was a fiasco as a result
of continuing questions
of the South Africa re-
gime and their refusal
to sign a ceasefire with
Swapo.

“gouth Africa was not
in a position to negoti-
ate, except to sell pub-
licity.”

Mr Nujoma was on an
pnannounced two-day
visit to Sweden for talks
with Swedish Foreign
Minister Mr Lennart
Rodstrom, Cabinet
Secretary Mr Pierre

Schori and the Board of
Swedish International
Development Agency.

Swapo and the Afri-
can National Congress
are the major recipients
of Swedish aid in South-

Cart Tn
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Staff Reporter

THE FACT that some
young people were criti-
eal of some of our poli-
cies should not make us
brand them criminals, i
was argued in the Wyn-
berg Regional Court

riticiIsm 1S
not criminal,

court told

to the Main Road and
down to Werdmuller
Centre. It is absurd to
refer to what took place
as a gathering.

“The Internal Secur-
ity Act was not intended
as a general prohibition

of anything not liked bul
rnot prohibited.

“It is important to re-
member that we in this
country have consider-

yesterday in the trial of
16 students charged
with attending an illegal
gathering.

Mr L R Dison was ap-

able freedoms which
even although not en-
shrined in a bitl of
rights nonetheless are
part of our heritage. Al-
though these freedoms
can be taken away by

pearing for 11 of 16 Stu-
dent Union for Chris-
tian Aection (Suca)
students charged with
contravening the Inter-
nal Security Aci by at-
tending a gathering at

Cavendish Sguare, suybstantive law they

Claremont, on August 13 must clearly be taken

fast year. away and not by infer-
Demonstration ence or a side wind.

The hearing was ad-
journed to June 13 for
verdicl and bail of R100
each was extended for
the 16

Accused

The students are: Steven
de Gruchy. 21, of Rosebank,
Verity Frampton. 20, ol

Mr Dison submitied
that the students’ hand-
ing out of pamphlets,
waving placards, asking
the public to sign a peti-
tion and taking part in a
street play did not con-
situte an illegal gather-
ing but was a demon-
stration against “certain
policies”.

There was legislation
_ the Gatherings and

ern Africa.

Praise

The Swapo president
praised the Swedish
Government for iis “ex-
pression of solidarity
and support for the
people of Namibia and
South Africa fighting
against the oppression
of the white minority”.

Mr Nujoma said he
had flown into Sweden
directly from Luanda
for the visit, but would
not disclose his next
stop on his European
tour.

plans.”

“We are still making

Demonstrations Act and
a similar act probibiting
demonstrations in the
vicinity of court build-
ings — which forbade
demonstrations in cer-
tain circumstances.
“By the present
charge the State is at-
tempting to extend the
ambits of these statutes
by alleging that the de-
monstration was a gath-

Purvis, 22. of Rosebank

Tring. '
“To call these demon- all pleaded not guilty.

strations a gathering is
ap abuse of language
because a gathering
cannot take place over a
large area stretching

from Cavendish Sguare were not represented.
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Mowbray. Joan de Smidt,
25. of Rondebosch. Neil An-
derson. 23. of Rondebosch,
Anton Krope. 20, of Kenil-
worth. Willem van der
Westhuizen, 22, of Ver-
eeniging. Isak Theunissen,
23. of Ceres. Debora Patta.
18. of Rondebesch. Nathan-
jel Johnstone, 22. of Ath-
lone, Jacobus Klopper. 22,
of Bergvliet, Calvin Smith,
21, of Graaff-Reinet. Robert
]
Richard Gosnell. of Smuts
Hail, UCT., Michael van
Graan. 23. of Athlone. Su-
san Uys. 21, of Rondebosch 1
and Catherine Brookes. 22.
of Rondebosch. They have

¥Mr J D Huggeu was the
magistirate. MrJ Vermeuien
prosecuted. Mr Dison. with
Mr A H Veldhuizen. is_in-
structed by Swanepoel, Uy
and Rushton. Five students
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:Synod queri -up
A 7 e ——— //M({.

- THE “rightness™ of military conscription — in some
I circumstances — was “seriously questioned” in a
' resolution adopted last week in Elsies River by the
apnual syned of the Cape of Good Hope District of
the Methodist Church of Sonthern Africa
“Inadequate” alternatives to military consecrip-
tion, the likelihood of conscription being extended
to coloured and Indian people, and the “question-
. able” presence of Sonth African troops in SWA/Na-
mibia were set ont as the circamstances in the Iight
of which conscription was questioped,

The resolution alse asked that the Methodist
Choreh Conference, at which all Southern Africa
was represented, “declare its mind” on this matter.

Among points raised were that conscripts were
“called on to defend apartheid”, and that conscrip-
tion could “not be justified for people who have
nominal voting rights in a second or third House.”

T ————————————
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Call for ‘confession’
against apartheid

Religion Reperter

UNTIL other population
groups have full and equal
citizenship in Scuth Afriea,
the Government has ne moral
right to impose a wider mili-
tary conscription, said mem-
bers of the Cape District syn-
od of the Methodist Church

The Rev Errol Gray of
Wysnherg, in introducing a
motion on conscription, said
he was a member of 2 com-

Govt has ‘no moral right’
to impose conscription for all

mittee which aimed at a na-
tion-wide campaign to end
conscription.

He said it was possible the
Government would use the
proposed new constitution,
which the Methedist Church
rejected, as an 'excuse for €x-
tending conscription to col-
oured and Indian men.

Synod adopted a resolution
which asked the annual cen-
ference of the Methodist

Church of Southern Afriea, to
be held in Pretoria in Octo-
ber, to “declare its mind” on
the issue.

The resolution asked the
conference to view the issue
in the light of inadequate al-
ternatives to military con-
scription, the likelihood of
conseription being extended
to coloured and Indian people,
and “the questionable pres-
ence of South African troops
in Namibia”.

‘Gutter education’ is unacceptable

Religion Reporter

SEPARATE education sysiems
in South Africa were an unac-
ceptable part of the heresy of
apartheid, the Cape District of
- the Methodist Church said at
its annunal synod in Cape Town.

In the debate, representa-
tives warned that the coloured
community would not accept
“autter education”.

Mr A Singlers, of the
church’s Christian citizenship
department, said the De
Lange Commission report had
“posed the proraise and hope of
a non-diseriminatory and truly
educational system.

“But it was rejected by the
Government. Again we face the
stark reality that apartheid re-
rhains the cornerstone not-only
of the political system but also
the education system.”

“NO DNITARY SYSTEM”

The synod resolution states:
“Synod notes with concern that
the principle of apartheid in
education remains the basis of
the Nationa! Party in its Gen-
eral Education Affairs Bill,
now before Parliament.

“(stensibly, the Biil provides
for the creation of a new struc-
ture of joint responsibility and
decision-making. But its pro-

visions preclude the ereation of
a unitary system of education
for all.

“In rejecting the underlying
apartheid principles of the Bill,
synod also declares the Bill an
inseparable part of the ‘new
dispensation’ with its trica-
meral parliamentary system
and emphasis on racial ‘own
affairs’,

“Syned reaffirms its commit-
ment to strive for the creation
of an undivided, non-racist and
democratic system of educa-
tion for all the people of this
land, joined together by a bond
of equal citizenship.”

Church warns Government against removals

Religion Repaorter

A WARNING o the Govern-
ment against enforced remov-
als in the Cape and the con-
tinuation of the ““coloured
labour preferemce policy” has
been issued by the Methodist
Church.

The Cape District synod of
the Methodist Church, which
met at the weekend, expressed
its alarm at the actions of Gov-

ernment officitals in Cape
Town, stating that these ac-
tions wonld “reinforce bitter-
ness and resentment in a peo-
ple who have been repeatedly
harassed”,

Syned approved without dis-
sent a motion stating its “ab-
horrence” of the intended re-
moval to Khayelitsha, Transkei
or Ciskel of the communities of
Langa, Nyanga, Crossroads and
KT1C.

“Synod also expresses its dis-
may at the continued barass-
ment of the people of Cross-
roads and Nyanga Bush by
Government officials.

“In particular, it deplores
the system of influx control
which is being intensified in or-
der to separate so-calied ‘legal’
from ‘illegal’ squatters in the
Peninsula.”

By BRIAN STUART
Religion Reporter

THE Methedist Church is to
call on theplogians to draw
up a Christian “confession”
against apartheid, on simi-
lar lines to those adopted at
the Belhar Synod of the Ned
Geref Sendingkerk.

The confession would require
Christians to affirm that “I am
one with all Christians, irre-
spective of nation, race, tribe,
language or denomination”.

Proposals for a confession
were adopted without dissent
at the Cape District synod of
the Methodist Chureh, held in
Cape Town at the weekend

Synod “urged” its members
to abstain from voting in the
August elections, saying that
the new constitution was based
on racial discrimination, did
not in fact share power, and
was “imposed by a racial mi-
nority in its own interests™.

A heresy

it debated other means of
bringing an end to apartheid in
South Africa, including ways of
“educating” Christians to re-
cognise that apartheid was a

heresy.

“It took -years to get the
charches to declare apartheid a
heresy, in spite of the fact that
we knew it from the begin-
ning,” said the Rev Des Aden-
dorff of Observatory.

“We still have members in
our church who support apart-
heid, but they must know the
Church says it is unchristian.”

The Rev Alan Brews of Na-
mibia Mission, said: “A confes-
sion of faith is the most exeil-
ing thing that has happened in
synod in the six years I have
been part of it

“1t should become a sfatus
confessionis — something on
which our faith stands and
falls. I would like to see it in-

cluded in our laws and disci-
plines. Let us be specific about

} obedience to the gospel in rela-

" tion to a heresy.”
- 7 God’s image” -
Mrs M Robertson of Plum-
stead said the early Christian
church had drawn up the exist-
ing confessions in response to
 heresies. In South Africa such a
| confession was meeded.
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State failed to

its member churches.

Archbishop =

tear SACC
apart, says ««
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Religion Reporter

ATTEMPTS by the Government to “drive a wedge” between the Scuth African
Council of Churches and its member churches has failed, the Most Rev Philip
Russell, Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town, said.

Archbishop Russell is one of the church heads who will attend a church iead-
ers’ meeting in Jehanneshurg on June 19 and 20, before the SACC national con-
ference starting on June 25.

In an interview yesterday Archhishop Russell said the church leaders’ meet-
ing was part of an “on-going consultation” between the SACC and the heads of

“H any significance is to be drawn from these-

‘meetings of church heads it is that attempts to drive

a wedge between the SACC and its member
churches have failed,” the Archbishop said.

“The Eloff Cornmission fried its very best to drive
a wedge between us, but it did not succeed. The
EfI&’(;C is not ‘a council’ of churches, but ‘our coun-

While church heads discussed matters of common
concern at these meetings, including the situation in
Soutk Africa and SWA/Namibia, the meetings had
no specific agenda or aim, other than muotoal consul-
tation.

“I believe it important that we meet as leaders of
our respective churches, quite apart from our for-
mal representation on the SACC,” said Archhishop
Russell,

The SACC membership of 17 churches includes alt
the major denomimations, with the exception of the
three Afrikaans churches. The church leaders’ meet-
ings comprise the archbishops, bishops, presidents
and chairmen who head the various churches as well
as their general secretaries.

These include the president of the SACC, Bishop
Manas Buthelezi of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church, and the general secretary, Bishop Desmond
Tuty, who is an Anglican

At their February meeting church leaders reaf-
firmed the role and direction of the SACC and ex-
pressed support for Bishop Tutu as general! secre-
tary.




Christian students fined for demonstratis

The Rev Robin Petersen, =
Congregational minister, the Rev
Des Adendorf, a Methodist min-
ister, the Rev Colin Jones, an An-
glican minister, the Rev Ellis
Andre, a Baptist minister, and
the Rev Jan de Waal, a Ned Geref
Sendingkerk minister, were then
called to testify about their re-
spective denominations’ declara-
tions on apartheid.

Miss Z du Toit, for 11 of the
students, asked that the mini-
mum sentence be imposed. The
students had felt compelled to
“do something to alleviate the
suffering at the KTC camp'.

Passing senfence, Mr Huggeft
said the law was to be obeyed

Staif Reporter

SEXTEEN members of the Stu-
ient Union for Christian Action
Suca) who displayed placards,

‘anpg and performed streei

heatre in Claremont to draw at-
‘ention to the plight of squatters
‘4 the KTC squatter camp, were
resterday convicted in the Wyn-
wrg Regional Court of attending

n iliegal gathering.

They were each fined R100 (or
hree months) with a further
ree months conditionally sus-
weaded for four years.

- The students all pleaded not
*uilty to the charge. "

Evidence by various policemen
wvas that_the students had been
rrested at Cavendish Square,

2 The Cape Times, Thursday,June 14, 1984

Claremont, on August 13 last
year, after they had performed
street theatre, handled a petition,
distributed pamphlets to the pub-
Hlic and moved around with plac-
ards ‘on sandwich boards.

In his verdict, the magistrate,
Mr JD Huggett, said the stu-
dents had gope to the area as a
group with a strong common pur-
pose and that the only reasonable
inference that could be drawn
was that they bad founded and at-
tended a gathering as defined in
the Act.

In mitigation of semtence, the
Rev Douglas Bax, a Presbyterian
minister, said there were two
basic approaches open to the stu-
dents — to “regard the State and

e

the law as the absolute authority
or to disobey the State if it-takes
a line contrary {¢ Divine law.

“The first approach was the at-
titude taken by Adolf Hitler who
said the organized lie (the
church) must be broken so that
the State can be the ahsolute law.

“There is a law above the law
which is understood to be the
law of God. There are many
places in the Bible which state
that the State is not to be obeyed
if it takes a line contrary to
Divine law.” -

To a question by Mr J Vermeu-
len, the prosecutor, Mr Bax said
the accused had heen acting in
accordance with established
Christian traditions.

T

Mr Huggett then asked Mr Bax
whether he meant that if a per-
gon disagreed with a Iaw he
could break it because: '“That
seems to be what you preach to
your people.”

When 0r Bax replied in the af-
firmative, Mr Huggett replied:
“You're wrong. I've listened to
your evidence where you said
that your church performed mar-
riages to people of mixed race.
That 18 conirary to the law and
your church i{s an instigator.
How can you imstigate people?”

Mr Bax then referred to mnazi
Germany and Mr Huggett re-
plied: “We are not in nazi Ger-
many, we are in South Africs, a
civilized country.”
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whether one agreed with it or ‘;
not. The fact that the Church dis- |

agreed with a law did not give
anyone the right violate it.

The students are Steven de Gruchy,
21, of Rosebank, Verlty Frampton, 20,
of Mowbray, Joan de Smidt, 26, of
Rondeho:a{x. Neil Andersen, 23, of
Rondebosch, Anton Kroae, 20, of
Kenilworth, Wiilem van der Westhui-
zen, 22, of Vereeniging, Isak Theunis-
sen, 23, of Ceres, Debora Paita, 18, of
Rondebosch, Nathaniel Johnstone, 22,
of Athlone, Jacobus Klopper, 22, of
Bergvliet, Calvin Smith, 21, of Graaff
Reinet, Robert Purvis, 22, of Rose-
bank, Richard Gosnell, of Smuts Hall,
UCT, Micheel van Graan, 23, of Ath-
lone, Busan Uys, 21, of Rondebesch,
and Catherine Brokkes, 22, of Ronde-
bosch.

Fivg students were oot represented.
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New constitu
eclared

Staff Reporter

. PACKED meeting in a
‘ape Town mosque has de-
lared South Africa’s new
onstitution and any partici-
yation in it “haraam” (for-
idden) in terms of Muslim
aw.

It was one of several week-
nd meetings held in the West-
rn Cape to condemn the con-
titution or to mark the
\nniversary of the June 16 un-
est in 1976.

Yesterday's meeting in the
Primrose Park mosque, ad-
dressed by Muslim religious
leaders, was arranged by Mus-
lims Against Oppression,

Scuffle

It was atiended by about
1 000 people, who passed reso-
lutions against Government
policy.

A scuffle occurred in the
mosque early in the meeting as
a dissident group objected to
the close links between various

Labour Party gears itself

‘or elections

,  Staff Reporter

VITH little more than two
nonths to the election for
nembersiof the house of repre-
entatives the Labour Party
as bepun intense organisation
n the Western Cape.

A meeting of Labour Party
andidates in the Peninsula and
\djacent constituencies was
eid at Athlone at the weekend
o brief candidates on the “dos
ind don'ts” of electioneering, a
sarty spokesman said.

The meeting, for party offi-
rials and candidates only, was
ourely an information briefing,
he spokesman said. .

While rival parties, including
the People’s Congress Party
and the Reformed Freedom
Party, have yet to announce
their candidates, the Labour
Party is the first in the field
after announcing its candidates
jmﬂ week.

1mn

W Cape

Some of its candidates are
relatively new to politics while
others are veterans.

Well-known faces include Mr
David Curry, former deputy
party leader, standing in Pniel,
which includes the Stellenbosch
area.

Among the new faces are Mr
Peter Harrig, a restaurateur
from Strandfontein, standing in
the area for the first time.

The party has already begun
holding house meetings, even
though nomination day for the
m.w:m:ﬁ 22 election is only July

The system of postal voting
has been abolished, although
special voting for those who
cannot attend the polls on elec-
tion day will be retained and
will absorb much of the organi-

)

sational energy of the parties.

S

‘haraam

1011
’

speakers and the United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF).

The heckiers belonged to a
rival Muslim group known ag
Qibla. The organisers ejected
the dissidents, who then stood
in a group outside the mosque
chanting slogans.

“Injustice
Resolutions passed by the
meeting condemned participa-
tion in the constitution and the
tricameral parliament, declar-
ing it forbidden in terms of
Muslim law.

Imam Hassan Solomons, a
Western Cape executive mem-
ber of the UDF, said: “Islam
rejects oppression in toto and
rejects those who support the
system in whatever way.”

Sheikh Abdul Hamid Gabier,
chairmantef the Muslim Judici-
al Council, which is a UDF af-
filiate, said: “A Muslim cannot
call himself a Muslim if he
takes part in anything which

has the nature of injustice.”

”

“Kill innocents”

He said the “new deal”
would deny millions of South
Africans the right to be South
Africans in terms of the “un-
just homelands poliey”.

Resolutions passed included
those opposing military con-
scription, supporting workers’
demands, condemning rising
food prices, and condemning
the overseas tour by the Prime
Minister, Mr P W Botha.

® The UDF held a meeting
in Mitchell’s Plain condemning
military conscription.

A menhor of the ¢ gregation call tor peace during the ¢ turk o SERTURR |

itng in the Primrose Po:’ imos. e
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Theological sermingry

‘in Umtata to re-

Weekend Post Correspondent

CAPE TOWN — The board of St Bede's College, the
Anglican theological seminary at Umtata, has decided to
re-open the college with the Rev Winston Ndungane, of
Jokannesburg, as principal.

St Bede's was closed earlier this year during student
gorest in Umtata.

Borp in Kokstad and educated there and at Lovedale, he
moved to Cape Town when his father, the Rev Foster
Ndongane, became priest at Langa.

As a student he was arrested during a pass law demon-
stration in the city and served a period of imprisonment on
Robben Island.

From 1971 he studied at §t Peter’s Coliege and was
ordained deacon at St George's Cathedral in Cape Town in
1973

Mr Ndungane served at St Mark's Church in Athlone
before continuing his studies in Londor.

He obtained a bachelor of divinity degree 2nd master of
theology degree and became an Associate of King's Col-
lege, London.

By DIRK VAN ZYL
Political Correspondent

CAPE TOWN — There is
keen interest among poli-
tical observers in the re-
sults of two provincial by-
elections next We-dnau{;y,
one of which is seen as be-
ing on a knife's edge.

The contests in Pot-
gietersrus  and Rosetten-
ville will be the last "white”
elections before the August
general elections for the
coloured House of Repre-
sentatives and the Indian
House of Delegates, which
will herald the advent of
South Africa’s new consli-
tutional deal.

Uncertainty about the
futwre of provincial coun-
cils in the new system add a
poignancy and possible his-
torical significance to
Wednesday’s by-elections.

In largely rural Pot-

Nat 1

gietersrus, in the far North-
ern Transvaal, the National
Party is fighting a bitter
contest against the Conser-
vative -Party in 2 bid to re-
gain lost prestige in a
region where the only cen-
servative “no’ majority
was recorded in last No-
vember’s referendum.

And. of course, the NP is
still bloody-nosed from its
defeat against the Conser-
vative Party in a parlia-
mentary by-election in
nearby Soutpansberg con-
stitvency in February this
vear.

The urban constituency
of Rosettenville sees a
three-cornered fight be-

* comed the move not to hold

Search for

By SHARON LI GREEN
THE death knell has been
sounded for the 1984 Buffa-
1o Rally.

The rally’s organiser, Mr
Pete Strydom. has trav-
elled 14 000 kilometres in
South Africa and SWA;
Namibia unsuccessfully
searching for a venue.

No suitable venue could
be found. he told Weekend
Post, so the rally would not
be held this vear.

The couatry’s largest
motiorcycle rally, which
was held in Port Elizabeth
on five occasions. was
banned from the Hume-
wood Camping Ground by
the City Council after re-
ports of indecency and bad
behaviour last year.

“T've spoken to thousands
of motorcychists and
they're all very disappoint-
ed,” said Mr Strydom.
“Many have suggested that
we drive off for lunch for a
day that October long
weekend. But it’s impracti-
cal {o do something of this
nature for 5 000 bikers.”

Some local motor-
cyclists, however, wel-

who wish to join in the fun
can do 50.”
A committee member of

the rally in the city this the Rover Motorcycle Club

year.

Mr Chris Shinn. chair-
man of the Rover Motor-
cycle Club, said that the al-
ready negative image of
maotoreycling had suffered
a severe blow because of
the poor behaviour of a mni-

it af hitere ot the ralle

Mr Archie Harding. agreed
adding that even the Rover
Club rally usually held

_ every year had been can-

celled this vear because of
the Buifalo Rally's after-
math.

Mr Strydom, who is also
chairman of the Nomads

- . B S

new spot

A flashback to happier times for the Buffalo Rally, which will not be
held in Port Elizabeth this year. One of the highlights of the rally was
the mass ride by thousands of bikers through the streets of Port Eliza-
beth in a spectacular climax to the event.

Port Elizabeth’s Hume-
wood Camping Ground was
the prime venue. he said.
“We need a large centre
with all the facilities, such
as hotels, cinemas and
other entertainment facil-
ities, close by.”

He said the Buffalo Rally
had grown to such an extent
over the past few years that
venues like the

 Caravan Park, where the

Bathurst

for Buffalo Rally fails

Port Elizabeth’s camping
grounds next vear. The City
Council has not allowed it
to be held this year to serve
as a cooling-off period.”

According t¢ the Town
Clerk. Mr P K Botha, the
fact that the Humewood
Camping Ground had not
been made available for the
Buffalo Rally this year did
not mean that motorcyc-
lists were nol allowed in
Part Flizabeth
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Staff Reportie
THE number of times
the government said
“Lord, Lord” and the
fuumber of times “God”
.5tood in the proposed
new constitution did not
make it 2 Christian gov-
ernment, Dr Allan Boe-
sak, president of the
World Alliance of Re-
formed Churches, said
yvesterday.

He was speaking at a
church service against
forced removals in a
1 packed 5000-seat tent
on the Lutheran Church
premises in Philippi.

Remo%g;s

ofe weteT1
South Africa who used a
biblical text (Romans
13,1-10) to say that citi-
zens had to obey the
State unconditionally.
‘“However, if a govern-
ment's authority comes
from God, it must reflect
God in its actions and’
taws and it must be for
the good of all people.
““A government that
does not understand the
difference between
good and evil is not a
servant of God. A gov-
ernment that makes
laws that diseriminate
against people because

vant of God. His honour
is not served when
people are forced tq re-
settlement areas.”

Dr Boesak said a gov-
ernment which disal-
lowed people from mar-
rying because one was
white and the other
black was not a servant
of God. :

It was not how many
times ‘God’ stood in the
new constitution which
would make it a Chris-
tian government, *‘but
by that government
making justice come
alive™,
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slams Muslin
leadership

By EBRAHIM MOOSA

A MAJOR row is expecied to erupt among South
African Muslims following a lecture in which a
seathing attack was made by a University of Cape
Town academic on the Muslim leadership (Ulama)
and religious bodies.

in the recent lecture, delivered at UCT’s exira-
mural course on “Contemporary Islam”, Dr Taj
Hargey, lecturer in Middle Eastern and Islamic
history, said the “ulama (religous leaders) exerted
a stifling stranglehold over the Muslim publie” and
held the ulama responsible for the “socie-political
servility” of the country’s half-a-million Muslims.

In his atfack on the leading Muslim religious
body in South Afriea, the Muslim Judieial Couneil
(MIC), he said:

“It is a permanent indietment on the Muslim
community, particularly in the Cape, that they
have permitted such a grossly inadequate leader-
ship to emerge and guide them in matters pertain-
ing to faith,” said the Oxford-gualified academic.

The ulama emphasized the superficiality rather
than the substance of Islam, and furthermore em-
phasized ritualism rather than religion, which was
due to lack of basic education, he said.

“Such has been their power and poteney over an
essentially-gullible Muslim public that for years
that they have inspired a fear and frepidation bor-
dering the paralytic upon their unquestioning con-
gregants,”

‘Questionable marriage contracts’

The MIC had been involved in scandals, past and
present, which rocked the community, he said.
These included:

@® Alleged sale of waqf properties (charitable en-
dowments).

@ Overt sanctioning of theologically-question-
able marriage contracts.

® “Covering-up of embarrassing episodes” —
among them, royally payments made for halaal
(food permissible for consumption by Muslims)
meat certificates and derived income.

® Lack of public accountability.

@ Failure o redress priority problems sueh as
the coatinuing eleavage between “Malay” and
“Indian” Muslims;

_® Failure of Muslims to be in the vanguard of re-
sistance against apartheid and institutionalized
discrimination, although they have been armed
with an “unassailable ideology”.

The MJIC, he said, deflected public attention to
the minorily Ahmadi/Qadiani groups — which ac-
cepted a “follower prophet of Muhammad” and
bkave been declared “unbelievers or heretics” by
most Muslim orthodoxy. The MIC had given its af-
tention {o eliminate these groups and “gave them
importance which their numbers do not warrant at
all”, Dr Hargey said. G

Approached for comment, the president of the
MJC, Sheikh Nazeem Mohamed, said that the body
would reply formally to Dr Hargey's criticisms.
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Fresh NGK moves in
opposing apartheid

By BRIAN STUART
Religion Reporter
THERE are fresh moves in
the Western Cape NGK
family to bring the NGK

. and the Sendingkerk togeth-

er in opposing apartheid.

An increasing number of
Western Cape ministers of the
NGK family have discussed the
Sendingkerk’s Belhar Confes-
sion declaring apartheid a her-
esy. and have come out in open
support of the declaration.

At the same time, the West-
ern Cape NGK is considering a
request by a group of its minis-
ters for a revision of the
Charch’s attitude to the Ned
Geref Sendingkerk's Confes-
sion.

The ministers are dissatis-
fied with the April statement
of the NGK general modera-
men. the national body, in re-
ply to the Sendingkerk’s Belhar

decisions declaring apartheid a
heresy and calling on the white
Church to end its support for a
“sinful” policy.

The general moderarnen said
the Sendingkerk should drop its
Confession against apartheid. It
claimed that in establishing
separate Churches for various
race groups the NGK had been
acting “under the guidance of
the Lord".

About 40 Western Cape min-
isters of the NGK have now pe-
titioned the Western Cape mo-
deramen to dissociate itself
from this statement. They have
asked the Western Cape moder-
amen to draw up its own reply
to the Sendingkerk declaration.

The Rev G S J “Tappies™
Moller, Moderator of the West-
ern Cape synod, has confirmed
receipt of the document. He
said it had been referred to the
sypod’s commission for current

L

affairs under the Rev Lafras
Moolman.

The commission was asked
to examine the reguest and
make recommendations to the
Western Cape synodic commis-
sion, which will meet next

year.
Sinful

At its last synod. the Western
Cape NGK declared racism to
be sinful, dissociated itself
from any attempts to justify
apartheid from the Bible. and
said that apartheid would be a
sin “if 4t in practice takes on
the form of racism or racial
discrimination”.

This was a strong move
away from the official stand of
the NGK.

Die Ligdraer, official organ
of the Sendingkerk, has pub-
lished a statement by 31 Penin-
sula ministers and members of
the NGK. Sendingkerk and Ned

Geref Kerk in Afrika identify-
ing themselves “fully”™ with the
status confesstonis.

“We are particularly sorry to
note that there was so little re-
pentance in the NGK general
moderamen’s April statement
about the stubborn defence of
the apartheid system and so lit-
tle understanding of the Sen-
dingkerk's ‘cry from the heart’.

“We believe there is only one
way out of our present Church
crisis in South Africa. That is
10 take Matthew 4:23-24 seri-
ously and listen to the accusa-
tion of our brother/sister. to
walk with them the road of
confession and reconciliation in
Christ and together become
‘prisoners of hope’ in this coun-
try.

Statements

“We hope that many other
members will stand up with us
in faith and uvnashamedly wit-
ness against disruptive atti-
tudes between members of dif-
ferent races and classes,
against schism in the Body of
Christ and against the fact that
the white population group use
their position in the present
system for their own gain.

“We confess that sin. enmity,
division and injustice wiil not
have the final word, but recon-
ciliation. peace, unity and jus-
tice. Christ came to die and
rise again for these. That is
why we call ourselves Chris-
tians.”

This is one of a number of
such statements issued by min-
isters of the NGK family in re-
cent months.

Among new developments,
the Sendingkerk at Swellendam
bas jeined other Sendingkerk
congregations in refusing to ac-
cept financial belp from white
NGK bodies which endorse the
April statement of the NGK
general moderamen

w L]
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Tutu calls for demilitarization,

JOHANNESBURG. ~ Bishop Des-
mond Tutu, general secretary of the
South Afriecan Council of Churches,
has called for demilitarization and the
dismantling of apartheld for peaceful
change in South Africa.

In his annual report to the nationsal
conference of the SACC, Bishop Tutu
yesterday appealed to churches to
speak out against the arms race,
nuciear weapons and militariem In
South Africa and abroad.

He sald militarlsm was “contrary to
the Gospel imperative of justice, peace

and reconciliation”.

Bishop Tutu gaid South Africa’s de:
fence budget had escalated horrify-
ingly, and asked the Prime Minister,
Mr P W Botha, to leave the rule of
SWA/Namibia to Namibians.

He sald Mr Botha should nof make
“ludicrous offers” to hand SWA/Na-
mibia over to former colonial powers.

To avoid revelution in South Africa,
apartheld had to be dismantled, Bish-
op Tutu said. He said apartheid had
placed the country in erisis.

“Unless apartheid is dismantled, we

are doomed to destruction. Qur beautti-
ful country will disintegrate into the
chaos of lawlessness, violence and rev-
olution.”

Presenting 2 four-point formula,
Bishop Tutu said the government
should:

@ Declare a commitment t6 a com-
mon citizenship for all South Africans
in an undivided South Africa.

@ Stop all forced population rermov-
als immediately. :

® Abolish the pags laws, detdhtlon
without trial and arbitrary bannings.

--:- ) N - .
Bishop Desmond

Tutu

_dismantling of apartheid

® Institute 8 common educational
system.

Bishop Tutu sald South Africa had
used milltary might to persuade her
neighbours to sign peace accords.
However, solutions to South Africa's
problems were not to be found in ex-
ternal peace accords, but In the coun-
try itself.

“It is quite useless to talk to politl-
cal leaders outside South Africa when
you refuse to talk even with church
leaders inside South Africs.”

Commenting on the Eloff report on

.

the SACC, the bishop said: “Speaking
respectfully, it really was like asking 2
group of blind men to judge the Chel-
sea Flower Show.”

He said no-one had the right to sit in
judgment on the way in which the

- church operated. The Eloff Commis-

ston had admitfed it did not have the-
ological expertise.

Bishop Tutu said it was not politics
that made the SACC declare apartheid
immoral. The church was constrained
by the imperatives of the Gospel.

He sald the SACC fed, clothed and

educated people, but the i‘:}loff Comn-
mission, “perhaps unconsciously, ac-
clused the SACC of subversive activi-
tles™.

He commended a resoiution urging
coloured and Indian voters io boycott
the August 22 elections for the trica-
meral parliament. P

He sald Mr Botha’s audience with
the Pope earlier this month had been a
victory for the Prime Minister, but a

slap in the face for “the vietims of °

apartheld”. — Sapa
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SUSPET

From JOH
BATTERS

LONDON. — The Luth-
eran World Federation
(LWF) representing 54,4
million Lutherans, has
paved the way for the
suspension of the white
Lutheran Churches in
South African and Na-
mibia at its seven-yearly
assembly to be held in

Budapest next month.

An unprecedented
proposal to suspend two
white Lutheran

Churches and deny
" membership to a third
: will be debated at the
( assembly following a
resolution by the Afri-
can Lutheran Churches
in Harare last Decem-
ber.

The Harare resolu-
tion, which was passed
by a large majority,
called for suspension as
an “interim” measure
“until they reject apart-
heid publiecly and un-
equivocally, and move
toward unity with other
member Churches in
the area”.

However, confusion

has surrounded the sus-
pension bid because
there are no specific
LWF constitutional pro-
visions for suspending a
member.

But now the LWF con-
stitutional comimititee
has ruled that the as-
sembly has the power to

suspend a member
Charch but that it would
have first have to define
the procedures and ex-
plain its reasons.

The Churches that
will be affected if the
suspension bid suc-
ceeds — as it is widely
expected to do — are
the 15 000-member
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Southern
Afrieca (Natal/Trans-
vaal), which has applied
for LWF membership,
the 6600-member Cape
Church, and the 15000-
member German Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church
in SWA (DELEK).

Resolution

There are 1,3 million
Lutherans in Southern
Africa, of whom all ex-
cept 37009 are black.
There are 533 000 Luth-
erans in SWA/ Namibia
— more than half the
popuiation.

A top-level Lutheran
delegation which visited
SA 1n February report-
ed that the Harare reso-
lution was ““working™
and that unanimity had
been achieved between
the black and white
Churches in SA that
structural unity was im-
portant and that steps
should be taken to en-
sure that it was
achieved.

But observers believe

d SA Church

that the reconciliation
bid has come too late
and that the suspension
bid wiil go ahead.

The Harare resolution
was proposed by the
largest black Lutheran
Church in South Africa
— the 550 000-member
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Southern
Africa (ELCSA).

The resolution was in
line with a declaration
at the last LWF assem-
bly in Dar-es-Salaam in
1977 in terms of which
the LWF adopted =z
“econfessional stand”
against apartheid.

At the general council
meeting of the World
Alliance of Reformed
Churches (WARC) in Ot-
tawa in 1982, WARC sus-
pended the two while
members of the world
body, the NGK and the
Gereformeerde Kerk

If the suspension call
succeeds, the white
Lutheran Churches
would lose their right to
access and participation
in the LWF.

The Church of Norway
urged that the matter
should not be allowed fo
drift for another seven
years, aithough it ac-
cepied that the LWF
might leave it to.a new
executive committee to
implement a suspension
decision in 1986.
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From JOHN
BATTERSBY

BUDAPEST. — Unbri-
dled diserimination, ter-
ror and violence against
the black community in
South Africa had
strengthened — not de-
stroyed — its hope for
beace, Dean Simon Fari-
sani told the Lutheran
World Federation As-
sembly here.

Dean Farisani is a
Lutheran pastor from the
Transvaal whose area of
responsibility inecludes
the Venda homeland. He
was recently paid a sub-
stantial sum in an oui-of-
court settlement for

Cat

crans
Twn_20[7

C

ap

damages arising from
torture by the Venda se-
curity police.

Introducing Dean
Farisani, Dr Carl Mau,
general secretary of the
LWF, said he was an
“outstanding and gutspo-
ken” opponent of apart-
heid who had been de-
tained three times and
knew “how painful it was
to proclaim the gospel”.

Dr Mau told partie-
pants that Dean Fari-
sani’s account of his tor-
ture by Venda security
police would he shown to
delegates in a film enti-
tled “Torture of 2 South
African Pastor”.

Iin an emotional

speech, interrupted on
one occasion by loud ap-
plause, Dean Farisani
said apartheid was “the
greatest enemy of peace
in the whole world™.

Be said while apart-
heid had its headquar-
ters in South Afriea, it
was to be found in “a va-
riety of forms in many so-
cieties”,

“The so-called tension
between East and West,
the artificial wealth of
the north and the in-
duced poverty of the
south are subtle forms of
diserimination.

“We in South Africa
are trapped and tram-
pled. 1 speak with my
mouth in Budapest but
my whole body and soul,
my very naked life stands
exposed to apartheid.”

In a reference to a bid
by the LWF fo suspend
the white Lutheran
churches in South Africa
ke said: “It is unfortu-
nate that in our white
Lutheran churches the
blood of their white fel-
Iow men seems to be
thicker than the blood of
Christ that binds them
with all Christians, even
biack. Apartheid must
never resurrect in the
Lutheran church.”

Arowhasbrokenoutat
the meeting over a decla-
ration, made earlier this
year, on uniting with the
white churches.

Unity between the
black and white
churches in South Africa
is one of the conditions
set by the African Luth-
eran churches for the
white churches to regain
membership of the LWF.

sh
eid

‘Following a visit by atop- ‘

level LWF delegation to
South Africa in February
this year, Bishop Daniel
Rapoo reported to the
LWF on meetings with
leaders of the two white
churches.

But now the assembly
has been asked to sus-
pend the white South
Afriean churches be-
cause of their refusal to
publicly condemn apart-
heid and merge with the
larger black churches.

Civil war

Bishop Kleopas Du-
meni, head of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Ovam-
bokavango Chureh
(ELOC) told the LWF as-
sembly the bush war in
SWA/Namibia was fast
turning into a civil war.
The Lutheran church is
the biggest in the terri-
tory with more than
500 000 members — more
than half the population.
The majority of SWA's
Ovambo trihe — which
formns Swapo’s support
base — are Lutherans.

Bishop Dumeni, a
widely-respected church
leader in SWA/Namibia,
said that due to the in-
creasing “induction and
recruitment” of young
Namibians by the South
African Defence Foree,
the nature of the conflict
had intensified.

“Sons of one and the
same father are increas-
ingly confronting each
other in battle as mem-
bers of the opposing
forces.”

® A pre-assembly
youth gathering adopted
a resolution calling on
member churches of the
LWTF which have invest-
ments in companies and
multi-national corpora-
tions with South African
links to disinvest in those
companies,

T
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VY C lea
[CPborrelsptmdent: DURBAN
glican minister Laurence Sibisi, re-

FOR young An
settlement isn’t just Someone else’s problem. -
i specially %ppointed to work
ve

He is the first Anglican priest
i iti or who face re-

ve been remo
moval, and he has made it as much a problem for himself as for
thgvg'e{)ﬁle he works with.
en Rev Sibisi, 29, applied for his
people of Inanda,
mushhrooming.

present job, he was working with the

where a whole new “squatter” communi was
q

“The post involved monitoring removals and spreading awareness of the |

problem as well as working with communities that have already been reset-
tled. It included helping those who were resisting removal,” he says.

“My experience with the Inanda people motivated me to apply. Thad seen
some of the results of - :
resettlement there, and :
IfeltIwantedtomakea
contribution to other
communities as well ”
says Rev Sibisi.

Doesn’t he see this as
a rather “political” task
for the Church to be in. -
volved in?

“I believe it is about
time the church took g
definite stand on relo-
cation. I justify it by re-
membering to whom

this Iand belongs.
“From its Biblical
background, the

Church is coming to

‘Tealise that # must
grapple with the issyes
which are affecting
people even if the State
calls this political actiy-
iy.”

He says his job,
which he began in Feb-
ruary this year, is chal-
lenging even though he
experienced “tremend-
ous suffering and hurt.”

“But there are good
things too — it is good
10 see the great faith of * . . ..
people each time we The Anglican ministe
;ﬁgzgg their pathetic “squatters”, Laurence

“When the suffering .see the
Church identifying with them, they

r working with
Sibisi.

him when he applied for the job as
the first chaplain to resettled people.

realise thq Lordis 2 wonderful C:.Gd “There are a number of things the
because his Church is with them, Church do to hel L
Rev Sibisi followed his fathers Church can do to help organise com.

munities who are against removal.
“We have resources in the Church
and

footsteps into the priesthood — his -
father was for many years the minis-

ter in Lamontville, where the Sibisi a wonderful network fo he}p

children grew up and did thejy Keep tabs on w}lat is happening in

schooling. many of Natal’s areas where re-
“He would raise issues in his ser-  Movalis looming.

mons and Iater we’d discusg them at “I would like to see ministers in

home. We were always encouraged  the threatened areas working with

to discuss anything with him,” Rev  the people they serve. If they united

Sibist said.
Rev Sibisi tries to live ont his late
father’s example in many aspects of
is work as a minister, and admits
that he might have been thinking of

they could strengthen their people
greatly. For this purpose, I am hop-
Ing to run workshops for minister of

religions in af?ectered areas,”
says Rev Sibisi, -

-
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Church
has
political

role ~
Bishop

By SAM MABE
THE CHURCH would
be failing in its dnfies if it
did not go out of its way
to scrofinise and judge
politics against the prin-
ciples of Christianity,
according to the new
Catholic Bishop of
Johannesburg, Bishop
Regiona! Orsmond.

In an interview with

- The SOWETAN at the
weekend, Bishop Ors-
mond, who took over
the Johannesburg di-
ocese from Bishop
Fitzgerald, said one of
his ambitions is to con-
scientise the masses at
grassroots level.

He said that if Chris-

* ‘tians in South Adfrica
were following the tea-
chings of Jesus Christ,
there wonid be no prob-
lems of human rights vi-
olations.

The teachings of the
South African Catholic
Bishops Conference
(SACBC) in this regard
have to be spread
throughont the Chris-
tian community by all
those who have heard
what the bishops were
doing. :

“My ambition is to
get through to the peo-
ple, conscientisg, them
and get them to fully un-
derstand some of the
things that bishops have
said in their statements

e e sy

BISHOP ORSMOND ...
Politics and God.
“The church has
sometimes been accused
of meddling in politics,
but my own belief is that
the_ church must judge
poh!:lcs in the light of
Christian principles. If it
did not do that, it would
be failing in its duties,”
he said.

Objectors
The Bishop added he
believed that conscien-
tious objectors needed
to be supported to the
full not to be forced to
do military service.
However the problem
arose where a call was to
be made that Christians
shonld not participate in
the Namibian war be-
cause this would also be
standing in the way of
those who were moti-
vated by their con-
sciences to engage in the
border war.
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ArchBishop ¢

with polls stayaway

Mercury Reporter

THE Roman Catholic
Archbishop of Durban,
Archbishop Denis Hup.
ley, says he agrees with
coloureds and Indians
who say they want noth.
ing to do with the elec-
tions for the new par-
liament this month.

In a statement yester-
day, Archbishop Hurley
said the new system was
merely a consolidation of
apartheid under a camoy-
flage of participation.

He saw no evidence on
the part of the South Afri.
can Government of a seri-
ous intention to begin
power-sharing, to offer
even a significant begin-
ning of real political
participation.

Dr Hurley said he saw
both 2 danger and a be-
traya)l in participation.

There was a danger that

those who took part
wotld be co-opted into a
process of Perpetuating
apartheid.

On the question of be.
trayal, he said that those
coloureds and Indians
who were participating
appeared to be seeking
some advantage for them.
selves while accepting
the total exclusion of the
Africans.

Clear

The president of the
Methodist Church of
South Africa, the Rev
Fremont Louw, said yes-
terday he did not feel that
he could ‘dictate’ to Indi-
an and coloured mem-
bers of his community on
whether or not they
should vote ip the
elections,

Mr Louw said the Meth-
odist Chureh had made
its position on the new

constitution very eclear
and had called on white
members to vote “No' in
the November referen.
dum because of the exclu-
sion of Africans.

"No one ought to be up-
aware of where we stand;
he said.

Mr Paddy Kearney, di-
rector of Diakonia, the
Durban ecumenical agen-
<y, said Diakonia had no
hesitation in calling for a
boycott of this month’s
elections since the consti-
tution was totally un-
acceptabtle from a
Christian peint of view

For the first time,
apartheid was being writ-
ten into the constitution,
he said. The churches
had saig clearly that
apartheid was a heresy.

(Report by P Leeman of 12
Devonshire Place, Durban)

1
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Pietermaritzburg there be a hajt. Enough is
Burean enough,’ he said.
THE Government’s re- In a Iater session, a Tou-

seitlement policy has tige motien to approve
been describegd by the the sale of property de-
Bishop of Nafal, the Rt veloped into a major de-
Rev Michael Nuttall, as a bate on principle reiating
grievous one ‘tied relent- 1o the Government's
lessly to the ideology of forced removaj poliey.
Separation of the races’,
Speaking at the synog _ 1He prc;pgts%ih sg!e ,,?IIT a
of the Anglican Diocese POrtion o acs Mis
5102 Farm, pnear Ladys.
of Natal, he called for a mith, was strongly ¢p.
halt to the ideological re- posed when it was said

moval of people. that such a sale would
He told 200 clergymen open up the area for an.
and laity that the Arch- other Government
bishop of Cape Town, the resettlement programme.
Most Rev Philip Russell, .
had called for a day of Delegates‘obJected to
prayer for all those in- the suggestion that the
volved in the policy of sale would imply support
“resettlement’ gr for the ideological policy
‘relocation’. of relocating peaple,
. He drew a distinction .
between ideological re- Meetmg
moval of people angd It was recommended
Joves made necessary, that the Bishop should
for example, by the €O a5k the incoming Execu-
struction of 3 dam which tive State President tp en.
would bring much-need. sure that existing tepants
ed water to many. would hagve security of
‘In the latter case, let  tenure and the opportunj-
there be carefyl Commu-  ty of freehold rights, and
nieation with the people that the land would not
toncerned and speeia] be used for enforced re-
care taken to provide, by settlement.
negotiation and with ade- Bishop Nuttall tolg the
‘quate compensation, gl synod of his *painfij] yet

ternative places to live, MOViDg expérienes’ of
‘In the former case, let helpiig to preside over a

%mi?jm‘ﬂ (2%

Govt removals

meeting of representa-
tives of Inkatha and the
Joint Rent Action Com-
mittee of Lamontvi]le,

No clear agreement
could be found between
the two groups, he said.

‘But at least they were
talking to one another,
not through the pages of
Dewspapers. but face
face. A seed was planted
which hopefully wil]
germinate.’

One of the things that
bad struek him about the
event had been that
church leaders hagd been
asked to act as instru-
ments of healing and rec.
onciliation in & poten-
tially explasive situation,

‘That surely js OUr prop-
er role. rather than taking
sides. If T beibnged efther
to the UDF or to Inkatha,
my capacity for acting as
bPeacemaker would he
suspect.’ ;

Cthu

———




The Star Wednesday August 29 1984 1

‘A Christian’s attitude must depend on definitions

v

Hurley on socialism(=

HARARE — Socialism in
moderation was said to be
compatible with Christianity
although the Catholic Church
would find itself opposed to
its extreme left-wing appli-
cation.

This view was expressed by
Archbishop Denis Hurley of
Durban in an interview with The
Star Bureau in Harare where he
had been attending the inter-re-
gional meeting of bishops of
Southern Africa.

Archbishop Hurley, president
of the Southern African Catholic
Bishops’ Conference, was asked
if he shared the view of the Zim-
babwe Prime Minister, Mr Ro-
bert Mugabe, that in their basic
tenets Christianity and soecial-
ism were not in conflict.

He said a Iot would depend on
what was meant by “socialism”,
a word which could have a great
variety of meanings.

In its less left-wing applica-
tion socialism was compatible
with Christianity, he said. Many
practices called socialism had
been advocated by the major

churches over the years.

“But socialism on the ex-
treme left wing would mean
ownership of all the means of
production by the State. The
Catholic Church would never
agree with this because it would
mean the end of our human
freedom.

“It is worse than the worst ex-
cesses of private capitalism. It
becomes State capitalism,” he
said.

On Zimbabwe's stated inten-
tion to establish a Socialist state
based on Marxist-Leninist prin-
ciples, the Archbishop said: “If
Marxism-Leninism means the
inevitability of class warfare
and the creation of the dictator-
ship of the proeletariat, this is
not compatible with Christian-
ity.

“If ideologically the atheistic
aspect comes in it is the com-
plete antithesis of Christianity.

“We do not quite know what
Mr Mugabe means when he
talks about Marxist-Leninist po-
licies, I cannot see him mean-
ing atheism. He certainly does
not mean atheism,

“Does he mean out and out
class war resulting in the dicta-
torship of the proletariat and
the creation of a totalitarian
state? If he means all that there
is trouble ahead, but I cannot
imagine that he does.”

Archbishop Hurley and Mr
Mugabe, who was brought up as
a Catholic, were both educated
by the Marist Brothers.

The Archbishop said that as

rights, deprived of their free-
doms.

“There is a growing convic-
tion among church leaders and
many church people that a
church cannot be a church and
uphold moral principles unless
it endeavours to see them ap-
plied in the social field.”

Archbishop Hurley said it was
an Olympic jump for the aver-
age Christian to realise that the

Speaking in Zimbabwe, Archhishop Hurley of Dur-

ban reviewed aspects of the churches’ role in South-

ern African politics. He was interviewed by ROBIN
DREW of The Star Bureau.

old boys of Marist colleges there
was a certain affinity.

The Archbishop was asked if
the Church should involve itself
in the appeal by Mr Mugabe for
it to join hands in working for
the liberation of the black man
in South Africa and Namibta.

He replied: “My view is that
the church must involve itself in
endeavours to bring about the
liberation of people deprived of
the exercise of their human

Nt rmi P R—

moral principles he accepted in
private life were also applicable
to social life,

“It is a shock for him to real-
ise this. Out of fear of change,
out of fear of being engulfed by
forces he does not quite under-
stand, he usually rejects this. In
South Africa there is a growing
gap between the church leader-
ship and white Christians who
fear the step and fear what
church leaders are saying,” he

said.

The Archbishop said he be-
lieved the churches should work
out their own vision of social
living that was neither capital-
ism nor state socialism " but
some kind of attitude to the
community and community liv-
ing that gives expression to
Christian attitudes in society,
attitudes of sharing and caring
for one another”,

He said that in South Africa
the churches hoped to hold a
conference in 1987 to seek an
approach to help tranform
South African society in the
direction of more just institu-
tions and practices.

Changing white attitudes was
proving to be a very slow pro-
cess and figures in the Human
Sciences Research Council sur-
vey of attitudes to racial poli-
cies were “dismaying”.

IMPATIENCE

There was a slight movement
in the Dutch Reformed
Churches, which were important
in determining Afrikaner atti-
tudes, and this presented a glim-

Archbishop Hurley . . .
extremism imperils freedom.

mer of hope, but in the foresee-
able future it was hard to pic-
ture any significant change re-
sulting from peaceful methods.

“This of course raises the
question of intreducing other
methods of change and these are
the ones we cannot really de-
bate in South Africa,” he said.

The Archbishop said the black
people were getting more and
more impatient and the current
student unrest was the typical
way for blacks to show their dis-
content,

"It could get worse and worse
and disrupt the whole country,”
he said.

The Archbishop said the col-
oured voters' boycott of the
elections for the tricameral par-

Mr Mugabe . . .
is atheism o factor?

liament showed that the greaf
majority of the coloured people
accepled the view that the par-
ticipation offered was really
meaningless.

The United Democratic Front
would now have to work out a
strategy for the future.

This was extremely difficult
in South Africa because as soon
as a strategy began to bite the,
organisation was likely to be
banned and its leaders were
likely to be detained.

On the future of the Catholic,
Church in independent black

_ States in Southern Africa, Arch-

bishop Hurley said there was a
certain amount of mvw_,m:mnmss,

-~ e ———r

but not real fear.
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‘heresy’

By BRIAN STUART
Religion Reporter
APARTHEID and future re-
lations between the whife
and coloured Dutch Re-
formed churches in South
Africa are at the centre of
talks in Cape Town today
between leaders of the Ned
Geref Kerk and the Ned

Geref Sendingkerk.

The talks are being held in
an atternpt to ease tension be.
tween the sister churcheg angd
establish a basis for dialogue.

But they are also seen as vi-
tal to the new constitution in
that the NGK represents a ma-
jority of white Afrikaners and
the Sendingkerk a majority of
the coloured community.

At the heari of the tension
is apartheid, still officially en-
dorsed by the NGK but de-
clared a heresy by the Sending-
kerk

Hope

Dr A J C Erwee of Paarl,
secretary of the Sendingkerk,
said: “I hope the talks will
bring about a better under-
standing. There has been g
great deal of emotionalism
about the differences and I
believe this must be elimminated

J to find a way forward.”

_ Dissension hetween the
churches reached a critical
point in 1982, when the Sen-
dingkerk Synod, meeting at
Belhar, declared apartheid a
sin.

Tension was inereased
when the General Moderamen
of the NGK called on the Sen-
dingkerk to drop its anti-apart-
heid Confession. It claimed the
NGK acted “under the guid-

‘talks for
churches

ing separate churches for di-
ferent racial groups.

This in turn was seen by-

some NGK and Sendingkerk
theologians as backing for
apartheid, which, they said,
was a political doctrine that
could not be justified scriptur-
ally.

Support for apartheid has re-
sulted im the NCK being cep-
sured by boih the World Allj-
ance of Reformed Churches
and the recent smaller and
more conservative Reformed
Eeumenical Synod. As a conse-
quence the NGK has been eyt
off from worig Christianity.

Race

At the same time numerous
calls have come from within
the NGK for a new understand-
ing of the Sendingkerk's exper-
ience of apartheid,

And the Western Cape NGK
Synod has already asked the
NGK to open its membership
and its ministry withont con-
sideration of race.

A number of NGK theolo-

glans and ministers have pub-
licly associated themsejves
with the Sendingkerk declara.
tion of apartheid as a heresy.
This resulted in a fresh storm
when Dr Dirk Fourie, actuary
of the General Moderamen of
the NGK, proposed that “disci-
plinary steps” should he taken
against these ministers,

Within the Sendingkerk there
was also dissent when Dr Allan
Boesak became a patron of the
United Democratic Front,
which spearheaded a campaign

- aimed at a high non-vote in the

coloured and Indian elections.
Dr Boesak is the Sendingkerk's
assessor — 2 post second’only

“to the Moderator. :
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Apartheid
deadlock:
Churches to
talk again

Religion Reporter

THE Ned Geref Kerk and
the Ned Geref Sendingkerk
have agreed to continue
talks at their next meeting.
probably in December.

Yesterday's meeling at Bel-
har between the NGK execu-
tive and the Moderamen of the
Sendingkerk was the first since
1982, breaking two years of
tension over apartheid.

Relations reached break-
ing point when. in 1982, the
Sendingkerk declared apart-
heid to be a heresy and asked
the NGK to “repent” iits role
in attempting to create biblical
justification for the poliey.

In reply the NGK General
Moderamen said the Sending-
kerk should drop its anti-apart-
heid confession.

reach some understanding be-
tween the two churches to end’

the deadlock and establish
ground-rules for further talks
in spite of doctrinal differ-
ences.

Among the issues discussed
were apartheid, its effects on
the coloured community, the
NGK rotle in creating the policy
and the Sendingkerk's heresy
decision.

A joint statement issued
afterwards referred to this
first meeting “after a long in-
terruption™ in their relation-
ship.

“The dialogue was penetrat-
ing and frank and took place in
a fraternal spirit. The past was
discussed and serious attention
given to the road ahead.

“Both churches have a call-
ing in relation to cne another
and hope to work together long

- and fruitfully in furthering the
The talks were designed to-

interests of God's kingdom in
South Africa,” the statement
said,

MILK distributers in the Penin-
sula have increased the price
of milk in cartens by 2c a litre,
but the price of botiled, home-
delivered milk remains ubp-

Some supermarkets have ab-
sorbed the extra cost of car-
toned milk but smaller cafés
have passed the increase on to

The chairman of the Cape
Dairy Producers’ Association,
Mr Martin Henning, said the in-
crease was because of an in-
crease in the price of the paper
— imported from the United
States — used for cartons and

Home-delivered milk was
now several cents cheaper, he

Koeberg: ‘No measurable
impact on environment’

Staff Reporter

KOEBERG nuclear power sta-
tion has had no measurable im-
pact on the environment in its
three months of operation, a
spokesman says.

Mr André van Heerden, liai-
son officer for Escom, said to-
day the environmental impact
contro! group based at Koeberg
had not noted an increase in
background radiation levels or
seawater temperatnres since
reactor No 1 went critical.

The seawater has been moni-
tored from one to three kilo-
metres out to sea. Mr van
Heerden said water tempera-
tures closer to the shoreline
would be measured soon.

' Windy winter conditions had
probably ensured that the
warmer water released from
Koeherg had mixed thoroughly
with the cold sea water, he
said. .

“There has beem absolutely
no measurable result,” he add-
ed. “If there is any change it
must be minute,”

said.
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[Synod

- ' Mall Reporier
THE od of the Neder-
daitse SE-[érEformeerde “Kerk
in-Africa (NGKA) has cailed
n the Government to recog-
pise all blaek political move-
ments and organisations in
South Afriea “for the sake of
pe”

At its Sonthern Transvaal
regional synod in Kagiso, the
church adopted
tions saying it was.awate “of
the rising tide of anger and

bitterniéss within the black
- community”.

The motions were moved

acob Monosehi.

The Synod called on the
Government to:
@ Give tecognition to all
black political mavements
and crgqnisatians, especially

calls

the resolu- .M Buti said the Govern-

Mandela

and all ofher political prison-
ers and aliow all exiles to
return to the country of their
birth.

@ Cive equal rights {0 all ur-
ban and rural blacks.

The Synod also called on
the Government to stop the
system of removals and 1o
devise a common identity
document for all races.

rment sHould “realise that the
present ‘gzolitical system of
a eid, coupled with the
constifution which excludes
Blacks, wilt neverbe support-
ed by the comminity”.

He said accords such as the
Nkomati and Swazl were
presented as successful at-
te%gbs at reconciliation.

EXY

or conflict with either
Mozambique or Swaz

the African National Con- “The synod also feels thata

gress (AN and the Panp- national  convention where

§ .Africanist Congress (PAC)by  the freely elected represel

A difting the banning orders fatives of the people could
Wghiehzhave been imposed on out the future of the
‘Yhetn? A£G L country should be cailed,” Mr
@ To releass Nelson Mandela, Butisaid. | -

SIS



Lift ban on ANC and PAG, church urges

v lTigs:!:‘gA/ c‘}g

The synod of the Nederduitse Gereformeerd
Kerk in Afrika (NGKA) has called op the Govern-
ment to lift the ban on the African National Con-
gress {ANC) and Pan African Congress (PAC).

In 2 statement released after its southern

Transvaal regional synod held recently, the |

NGKA. which is a sister church of the white Ned
Geref Kerk. said it was becoming “aware of the

rising tide of anger and bitterness within the
black community”.




NGKA
SYNOD

TELLS %)

GOVT=Per
LIFT wopale
BANS ON
ANC
AND PAC

| CPReporter |

THE - Nederdunitse- Gere-
formeerde Kek in Afri-
ka synod has called on
the Government fo re-
cognise all black politi-
cal movéments and or-

1 e

the ANC and the PAC —
by lfting the banning
orders on them.

In what js seen as an
emerging radical trend
within the NGKA after

ganisations — particularly K

Rav Sam Buti: Led
the call for lifting the
ban on the ANC and
PAC.

a2 long history of indi-
cisiveness, the synod sit-
ting im Kagiso near
Krugersdorp last week
adopted the resclution
because “of the rising
tide of anger and bit-
terness within the black
community™.

" The motion - was led

by Rev Sam Buti, re-

sident minister of the

NGKA in Alexandra, Ds

Z E Mokgoebo and

church elder Jacol Mo-

senohi. :

It was unsnimously
adopted by the synod.
The synod called
on the Government to:
@ Recognise all black
political movements and
organisafions,
@ Release Nelson Man-
dela and all other poli
tical prisoners, )
@® Allow all exiles to
return,
@ Accept and recognise
411 black South Africans.
@ Scrap removals,
@& Scrap pass laws,
® Recognise the real
message which the ende-
mic unrests wish to con-
vey to South Africa,
® Recognise that the
present political system
of apartheid, coupled
with a constitution which

excludes blacks, will
never be supported by
the community,

@ Agree to 2 national
conveittion ', where the
freely-elected represent-
atives of the peoplé
conld thrash out the
country’s future.




p:Dm C lo

Post Repo;ter

THE 1984 Presbyterian
Church of Southern Africa
(PCSA) General Assembly
yesterday accepted the
World Alliance of Re-
formed Churches decisicn
that apartheid is a heresy.

Speaking during an ecu-
menical relationships de-
bate at St Columba's
Church in Port Elizabeth,

R
=% Lk

(
:\

ﬂie Rey Dame van Zyl, ac}-

“ing ‘convener of the Eeu-
menical Relationships
Committee, proposed that
the assembly accept the
WARC statement.

This statement implies
the severing of relations
with the Nederdritse Gere-
formeerde Kerk in South
Africa because of their

.Stand on apartheid.

However, Professor A J

Kerr sald the statement re-
quired reconsideration be-
cause it made several
statements which, even if
they correctly recorded the
position of the NG Kerk in
the past, appeared to be in-
correct as a description of
the present position.

The assembly accepted
the WARC’s statement as it
was. However, it placed on
its agenda for tonight a de-

A agrees — apartheld is heresy

bate on the continuation of
further relations with the
NG Kerk.

Also on yesterday's agen-
da was the failure of unifi-
cation talks between the
Presbyterian and Congre-
gational Churches.

In a referendum held ‘in
the Presbyterian Church
earlier this year, 56,3% vot-
ed against union and 43.7%
in favour. In the United

LK B BRSO |

Congregational Church of
Southern Africa (UCCSA)
87.6% voted in favour aud
11,5% against,

The assembly noted the .
figures and agreed to con. -
tinue co-operation and dia-.
logue between the two '
churches. A Committee an .
Presbytenan/Congrega-.
tional Relations would be-.
established to promote and
encourage this. ‘
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Hendrickse refuses

,
3

to resign from church

1

wllrarnrry

By BRIAN STUART
Political Staff

MINISTERS in the Congregation-
al Church serving in the House of
Representatives will not resign,
as demanded by the church’s gen-
eral assembly, the Rev Allan
Hendrickse said today.

Mr Hendrickse, Cabinet Minister
and leader of the Labour Party, said
he regarded this week’s decision by
the church’s assembly in East Lon-
don as immoral and not binding on
the three ministers involved — him-
self, the Rev Andrew Julies and the
Rev Alwyn Goosen.

] therefore refer back to the as-
sembly the stateraeni of Thomas Jef-
ferson, that that which is morally
wrong can never be politically right.
The assernbly’s decision being an im-
moral one is therefore politically
wrong.

“Prayerful commitment”

“The assembly has made 1984 a
“Year of Commitment’ with the slo-
gan: ‘It is better to light 2 candle
than to curse the darkness’

“My participation must be seen in
this light and as a prayerful commit-
ment i faith to the living hope of
non-violent, peaceful change in SA.

1 ask the guestion: ‘How does the
decision fo participate in structures
in order to hring about change now
suddenly alter one’s standing, charac-
ter and personality’?”

Mr Hendrickse said other Congre-

gational ministers had served in po-

litical positions in the past and were
| now serving in such positions in Bo-

phuthatswana and Ciskei.

«T find i strange and principally
immoral that a decision has now
been*nmiade calling for our resigna-
tion.”

nMr Hendrickse said that he, the
Rev Andrew Julies (Minister of Bud-
get in the House of Representatives)
and the Rev Sam Ahrens, chairman
of the coloured management com-
mittee in Port Elizabeth, had all
been elected to the high eoffice of
chairman of the United Congrega-
tiopal Church of Southern Africa in
past years.

Judgment

S0 the judgment and the question
of my integrity is certainly also then
a judgment on the church, which
elected us.”

In his view the general assembly
had ro jurisdiction over the three
Congregational ministers serving in
the House of Representatives in that
the church was congregational in
structure — ministers fell under the
sole jurisdiction of their congrega-
Atioms. .

At Dale Sireet Congregational
Church in Uitenhage, where Mr Hen-
drickse is the minister, a new minis-
ter is to be called Mr Hendrickse
said the congregation had asked him
to retain his ties with the church as
minister ermneritus.

Congregation

“Clearly my duties as Cabinet Min-
ister and MP will occupy my time
and it is necessary to have a full-
time minister for the congregation.
Rut I shall continue to iminister to
my people.”

Mr Julies, who is national chair-
man of the Labour Party, has also
described the decision as “morally
unacceptable.”

The third member of the House of
Representatives involved in the deci-
sion, Mr Goosen, is a nominated
member of the House and lives at
Hankey.
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Church

rejects

permit

1 sVStem

@) & tot aspis

PRESBYTERIAN comimissioners will now enter dif-
ferent race areas without applying for the necessary
permits mnder the Urban Areas Act.

This decision was taken at ithe Preshyterian Church
of Southern Africa’s General Assembly in Port Eliza-
beth this week, following gpinion that the permit sys-
tem was a racist insiroment used for oppression and
suppression by the State.

The assembly called on all members to refrain from
applying for permits fo enter the different race areas
and to maintain and increase their contact with people
of other races.

It also commended to presbyteries that they take a
similar decisien with regard to their meetings.

This matter was previously discussed by the assem-
bly in 1981 and motivation given for challenging this
legislative measure then was:

@ I injured the dignity of the black people.

® It was socially barmfal to deny different sections
of people within one city or town normal social con
tacts.

® The church should on principle resist control by
permit of Christian worship and fellowship, especiaily
in a epnniry whose rulers elaimed it was a Christian
couniry.

@ Althongh the authorities granted permits in special
instances, the process of having to apply for them §
greatly inhibited inter-racial contact which was badly }
needed.

it was the opinion of the assembly that the permit
system was applied as a cordon sanitaire around {
events such as remevals, to prevent onme half from:
knowing what was happening to the other half.

It served a similar purpose to detention incommoni-
cado and without trial which “enabled torture to go
undeteeted and those responsible unpunished”,

T PR —
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Pretoria townshlp

PRETORIA — A white minister of the Nederduits
Gereformeede Eerk in Afrika, Dr Nico Smith, and his wife
have been given permission to live in Mamelodi, 2 black
Pretoria township.

With final permission granted yesterday by the Marmelodi
Fown Council, the Smiths prohably become the first white
couple to get permission to live in a black group area.

Dr Smith said he was thrilled with the news, whick comes
more than a year after he first applied to Dr Piet Koornhof,
then Minister of Co-operation and Development amd four
months after he was fold there was no obhjection to his living in
hamelodi, subject to Mamelodi’s approval,

Dr Smith wanted to move from his Meyerspark manse to a
“modest™ home in Mamelodi to give a better serviee to his

congregation.

He explamed his Mamelodi cungregatmn regarded him as

. an gutsider, a “come-and-go visitor”, and said to communicate

the gospel effectively, he felt he had to go and live with them.

In addition, ke says he has a role in promoting better raee
relationships in the wider Pretoria and South African context,

“1know it is not going to be easy for my wife, Ellen, ormeto
adapt 1o the new way of life in the township but: 1 amsure, we
can de it,” Dr Smith said. e s

“The (black) church eouncil bas welcomed my dec bi: to
move and the Kamelodi council ohviously did not find' any-
thmg strange about my reguest.

“White NG Kerk ministers just don’t live in black areasbut ]
think even for the white commurnity my move will have some
meaning,” he said.

Dr Smith hit the news in 1981 when he gave up his professor-
ship at the University of Stellenhosch to join the (black} NG
Kerk in Afrika.

‘In 1982 he was one of the 123 ministers and theologians whe
signed a letter cnudemnmg the NG Kerk’s support of apart-
heid in the ehurch and in politics and cailing for the anifieation
of the NG Chuarches which were split on racial grounds. —
Sapa




By Dirk Nel,
Northern Transvaal Burean

Ministers and youth leaders from 1i denominations jn
South Africa, ‘who recently visited the operational
area, were unanimous in their praise for the work
done by Defence Force chaplains.

The eburchmen spoke to naticnat Servicemen, met
unit commanders apd saw “the church in action”,

of the Ned Geref Kerk,
I s thrilling to see how these men of God are

turning the tragedy of war into an opportunity te  pat through an Imprompty sessign of army dri}
Preach the gospel of Jesus Christ to mep in uniform,  under the blazing sun, prior to take-off for Preforia.
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apartheid bodies,
Lutherans urged

Religion Reporter

THE Evangelical Lutheran Church, Cape/Or-
ange Diocese, has appealed to its members
serving on “apartheid bodies”, including the
new Parliament, to withdraw from them.

Though not proposing any action against mem-
bers serving on management committees or in the
tricameral Parliament, the charch said these people
“should not at the same time serve as office-bearers
in the church”.

The Cape/Orange diocesan synod, held at Modder-
poort, said: “We want to plead with those brothers
who have decided to co-operate with apartheid bo-
dies to withdraw from them.

“We see our people suffering from discrimination
and separation. We want to oppose the cause of this
suffering.

“But we do not want to create further and new
discrimination and separation in the midst of our
church.

“No compromise is possible”

“The Synod wants to make it clear that the
church finds herseif in a Status Confessionis, where
no compromise is possible between the Gospel and
our Christian beliefs on the one side, and the ideolo-
£y and practice of apartheid on the other. ]

“But the Synod also wanis to make it clear that
the church wants to fulfil her ministry to all, irre-
spective of their positions and their views. The Syn-
od sees this clearly in the light of her theme, which
is ‘reconciliation surpasses all boundaries’”

Censequences of church stand

The motion adopted: by the synod followed a sub-
stantial debate on the consequences of the church’s
stand against the new constitution,

In his presidental address to the synod, Mr Ferdi-
nand Groenewald of Cape Town said the church
could not avoid being part of South African society
and therefore had spiritual and political responsibii-

-4 .ities,

This did not mean that the church should embark
on a political crusade, but it should strive for real
and honest change based on the Christian principle
that “all are members of one body™.




CALLS for /2 national confer-
ence to seek an end to violence
in South Africa and for the cre-
ation of a mew non-racial con-
stitution are due to come be-
fore the 102nd conference of
the Methodist Church, opening
in Pretoria tomorrow.

The motions, which originat-
ed in the Cape Syneod ian
June, were referred to the
church’s Christian Citizenship
Department for consideration
Its report is due to be debated
on Wednesday next week.

Heading the Cape delegation
to the conference is the Rev
Abel Hendricks. chirman of
the Cape District, who told the
. district synod: “There can be
no peace without justice — so-
cially, politically and economi-
cally.”

Major proposals

Among major Cape propos-
als to be considered by the
policy-making boedy of the
church. supported by similar
motions from the other district
synods. are:

® A condemnation of the
new constitution as upaccepta-
ble in that the tricameral sys-
tem is based on “the heresyv of
apartheid™

This i1s ifinked with the
church’s commitment to seek a
national convention in which
representatives of ail groups in
South Africa would work out a
new non-racial constitution.

® The rejection of the Gov-
ernment’s “separate education”
policy. with the Methodist

Church asked to “strive for the |
creation of an undivided. non- {
racist and democratic system [

of education for all the people
of this land”.

@ A warning to the Govern-
ment that continued enforced

removals, including those in§

the Peninsula, would “reinforce
bitterness and resentment in a
people who have been repeat-
edly harassed”.

® A proposal that the Meth- |
odist Church should adopt an |
anti-apartheid Confession, on
similar lines to the draff Con- |

fession of the Ned: Geref Sen-
dingkerk.

One of the most contentious
issues before the conference is

iikely to be that of military |

conscription.
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: Hurle

rrespondent

/K evo

Pre

rchbishop Denis Eugene Hurley has
pleaded not puilty before a magistrate
here to allegediy having made.certain ut-
terances about the Namibian police count-
er-insurgency unit, Koevoet.

Archhishop Hurley, of Innes Road, Mor-
ningside, Durbamn, is charged with the cop-
travention of Section 27(B) of Act 7 of
1958.

(\ Allegations are that he made certain ut-

plpads not

%uﬂ’{\

ter ces against I[ el§ that on
Febroary 3 last year security forces in
Namibia were still perpetrating atrocities
against local people and that twe such
cases had recently been bm‘ught to his at-
tention.

One involved two Kavango schoolteach-
ers, another involved a family of five shot
in northern Owambo, apparently by Koe-
voet members.

The case was postponed until February
8.
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Mercury Reporter

THE Methodist Chureh in
South Africa has called
‘ofi the Government to

“Hrhold free elections in

South West Africa and to
abide by the resuit.

‘Addressing delegates at
the  church’s conference
in Prétoria, its new presi-
dentiRev Peter Storey,
«s3idi*Any further post-
ponement of the inevii-
able is a waste of human
life?

‘Mz Storey alse called
on.State President PW
Botha to pledge that the
military would not be
used in the townships,
and to unban the African
Natignal Congress and
the Pan-Africanist Con-
gress and allow them
back into the country.‘to
talk instead of fight

He called on the liber-
ation movements to ‘re-
nounce and abandon the
armed struggle’,

Only these ‘acts of
statesmanship’ would end
the escalation of violence
in South Africa, he said.

‘“Then let there com-
menee the long process of
seeking together with oth-
er anthentic leaders a
truly new dispensation
for South Afriea.

‘However long it takes I
am convinced such an en-
terprise would carry with
it the prayers and support
of the vast majority of
South Africans. It would
return; otr. fiation to the
world comminity and
halve- our military bud-
get’

Unﬁmamﬁ}ANC
and PAC,
says Storey

Quoting the former edi-
tor of World newspaper,
Mr Percy Qoboza, he said:
Ifthere is a blood-bath in
South Afriea, at the end
of it all what we will have
is exactly what we have
now — a minority of
whites and a majority of
blacks having to sit down
and work out how {o live
together.’

He continued: “We have
said or many oceasions
that a new atmosphere of
trust eould be engen-
dered immediately if the
Government were to stop
foreed removals, abandon
the pass laws and create
an egual educational sys-
tem for all’ :

Presenting a 'sirategy
of hope’, Mr Storey called
on the church to be a
fearless witness to the
truth’ because repen-
tance happened only in
the face of reality.

But reality as perceived
by most of the privileged
in South Africa bore little
relationship to the truth
of what was experienced
by the dispossessed.

“We are the victims of
massive deception of
which the SABC is the
willing instrument and
censorship the servant,’
said Mr Storey.

“Poday you have to g0
gutside our borders to
know what is happening
within them.’

pPart of the church’'s
task was to unveil the in-
justices even if it proved
a painful and unpopular
task, he told the:confer-
ence. LT e
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Leaders flay Rev Storey

THE United Demo-

cratic Front and the
" Azanian People’s Or-
ganisation have com-
mended the Reverend
Peter Storey’s attempt
to find a peaceful soln-
tion to the couniry’s
problems.

However both orga-
nisations said they had
“serious difficulties”
with Mr Storey’s ap-
proach, which includes a
call on the liberation
movements to lay down

arms and negotiate with
the South African Gov-
ernment.

UDF Acting General
Secretary, Mr Trevor
Manuel, said the orgami-
sation had two impor-
tant differences with Mr
Storey’s approach.

“Mr Storey tends to
ignore the extent of
structural viclence
which exists in the South
African society. The
violence which con-
fronts our people daily is
not limited to the mil-

itary in the townships —
the pass laws, forced re-
movals, security legis-
tation aud the racist con-
stitution are all manifes-
tations of this violence,”
he said.

Mr Manuel said one
conld not talk of “peace-
ful solutions™ as long as
the Government main-
tained its unjust laws
and constitution.

The second important
difference with Mr
Storey was that he was
asking organisations

S —————

which were precluded
———

from conducting a !egal
struggle by peaceful
means to abandon their
aspirations, which were
arrived at after years of
painful decisions.

“The UDF does not
engage in those methods
of struggle. However,
Mr Storey is asking too

‘much of the liberation

movements and too
littie of the Govera-
ment. How can there be
meaningful negotiations
from a position of in-
equality?” he asked.

Mr Storey’s call on
the'liberation move-
mgnts 't lay down arms
ang talk to the Govern-
ment ‘was labelled “un-
realistic® by an Azapo
spokesman.

Mr Ishmael Mkha- ~

bela of Azapo said the

President of the Meth-
odist Church’s call was
undoubtedly made with
good intentions, but it
failed to “accept the real
nature and dynamic of
the liberation struggle in
South Africa.”

Mr Mkhabela said the
liberation movements
only resorted to the
armed struggle after
many years of {failing to
persuade the Govern-
ment to accept the genu-
ine aspirations of the op-
pressed.

“Recent devel-
opments in the country
have shown that the rul-
ers believe stromgly in
the use of force. They
will only resort to talk-
ing when they think
theirsystemis not
threatened.
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The Sword of the Spirit, Part 2

hen the churci
to the operational

PIETERSBURG - Mmlsters
and youth leaders from 1! de-
nominations in South Africa who
recently visited the operatjonal
area were unanimous in praise
for the work done by Defence
Foree chaplains.

The churchmen spoke to na-
tional servicemen, met unit
commanders, and saw the
church in action on the border.

“I now have a better idea of
the problems and aspirations of
our chaplains,” said Dominee
Dirk Viljoen, general secretary
(Scriba) of the general syned of
the Ned Geref Kerk.

Baptist youth director the
Rev Graham Gernetzky said: “It
is thrilling to see how these men
of -God are turning the tragedy
of war into an opportunity to
preach the gospel of Jesus
Christ Lo men in uniform, as

lj.-"ld
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The chat ...

well as the local population.”
Others in the tour group ex-

pressed surprise that Christian

coffee bars had been established

Long, Church of England.

at all major bases.

They were pleased that na-
tional servicemen could make
use of a library of religious lit-

£ 1 -

by Dirk Nel

with Colonel Jakes Swart (left) and postors Derek Arends, Full Gospa! Chur:h und Tlm

erature, write letters peaceful-
1y, discuss problems with chap-
lains, and join Bible study
groups in these well-equipped

- - -

ngﬂ\‘ﬂg\

centres of Christian activity.

On the possibility of chaplains
being cast into a mould by the
Defence Force, Brigadier Josua
Potgieter, Director of Chaplain
Services, said: “We preach
Christ crucified, not polities or
ideologies.”

Tour group member Dominee
Sep Boshoff, of the Bible Society
of South Africa, said: "I note
with gratitude that 20 000 Bibles
were recently sold, under a
chaplain's supervision, in one
QOvambo community.”

The churchmen got the feel
of life on the border by riding in
armoured vehicles, firing am-
munition and flying at tree top
height.

They were even put through
an impromptu session of army
drill under the blazing sun, be-
fore their take-off for Pretoria.

¥
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P - .. Vambo soldiers aitend a training ciass.

The main targst grev

PIETERSBURG — The .
strategists tell us that

only 20 perceat of the

war on our borders is

being waged militarily; ‘g\

the other 80 percent is es-

sentially psychologically \

and ideclogically geared. ?

Even the most casval \ ~

observer cannot doobt
the military saperiority
of Sonth African and Na-
mibian Defence Force
units.

But the psycholegical
warfare against Swapo
appears to be more even-

Iy balanced.
The stroggle to win the

.

loyalty of the local
popuolation intensifies
during the dry season,
when terrorist incursions
usually decrease.

Senior army officers
point out that the pecple
of Owambo are the main
target group for Defence
Force and Swapo
propaganda, because the
war is at its fiercest in
this region.

It is also a known fact
that 80 percent of the fa-
milies of Swapo recroits
live in Owambo.

The South African and
Namibian forees claim
they have the edge on the
egemy, because their
strategy is aimed at im-
proving health services,
educational facilities and
agricaltural techniques
among the local
population, whereas
Swapo employs threats
and brainwashing tactics.
Army chaplains say the
battle is not political, but
spiritual . .. a simple
case of Christianity
versus Marxism.

Armed with The Sword
of the Spirit (the Bible),
these men bave extended
their preaching to the

local civilians, with tell-

ing effect.

Senior area chaplain for
Namibia, Dominee Attie
Bezuidenhout, believes he
and his colleagues have a
vital role.

Using cassettes, films,
videos and other mpdern

methods to augmen: their

The instructor . .. improving the local population’s living standards.

ministries, they have
achieved remarkable
5UCcess even among the
Bushmen, who have been
organised into sevéral
thriving congregations
(tbe first Bushman pastor
is to be ordained shortly).

I one Yambo
¢ommanity 20 000 bibles
were sold in August and
September under the
supervision of an army
chaplain.

“One of the tasks of the

NEXT

churches is to work far
peace,” says Chaplain Be-
zaidenhout, “not political
peace, but peace with
God.

“The war affects the
very heart and soul of the
peaple.” .
But not all chorehmen
share their view,

The Evangelical
Lutheran Church in
Namibia has refused to
condemn Swapo ag g
Marxist organisation.
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A senior Defence Force
officer told a group of
visiting Sonth African
charchmen recentiy:
*“Almost 50 percent of the
Population of Namihia
are Vambos and 25
percent live in the
operational areq.

“I helieve most of them
are politically nentral”
His assessment could
well be correct . .. which
means the struggle for
the soul of the people hag
only just begun.

the ¢hurch in action on the horde
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The new lead

The Rev Abel Hendricks

METHODIST: Born in Pot-
chefstroom, he is founder
minister of his church’s
Cape Flats mission, moving
into a shack “to be there”
when people moved by
Group Areas edicts arrived.
In 1969 he and his wife stud-
ied in the US and served in
New York's tough ghettoes
of Harlem and the Bronx.
Returning to Cape Town, he
became chairman of the
Methodist Cape District,
which includes South West
Africa, and has been re-
elected each year. He
"gerved on the central com-
mittee of the World Council
of Churches and was twice
head of the Methodist
Church — the first coloured
minister in the post.

“‘The people of South
Africa must find a way
of living together in
peace or we shall per-
ish, Al men are created
in God’s image. Man
should :o.o_rm separat-
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Archbishop-elect Stephen
Naidoo

ROMAN CATHOLIC: Dur-
ban-born but Cape raised
and educated, he is a person
of considerable academic
standing and an acknowl-
edged man of the people. He
is the first South African-
born Indian in the episcopa-
cy and will be installed next
month as the first black
Catholic Archbishop of Cape
Town, the “Mother See” of
the Catholic Church in South
Africa. Educated in Scot-
land, England, India and
Rome, he has world recogni-
tion in serving on the coun-
cil of the Synod of Em:oma
in Rome. He is widely
tipped as a future Cardinal
— an adviser to the Pope.

“it has been said that
the church should have
nothing to do with poli-
tics. If politics offects our
lives so profoundly, the
church must be
involved.”
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ers of the SA

The Rev Peter Storey

METHODIST: Transvaal-
porn and Cape Town educat-
ed, he served in the SA
Navy before entering the
ministry. He is founder of
Life Line in South Africa.
He was minister to District
Six during Group Areas re-
movals, which he described
as “the destruction of hu-
man dignity”. He moved to
Centra! Methodist Church in
Johannesburg, where he is
still minister. The former
president of the SACC is
now President of the Meth-
odist Church, one of the
largest churches in South
Africa, with an overwhelm-
ing black majority.
“The granite wall of
apartheid is riddled with
cracks, it totters danger-
ously, ready fo crush its
builders. There is no tri-
cameral church! There
are no separate en-
trances in Heaven!”
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Father Winston Ndungane

ANGLICAN: Widely recog-
nised as a future Emncﬂ of
the Anglican Church whose
administrative and pastoral
abilities could lead to his
hecoming the first black oc-
cupant of Bishopscourt.
While a student in Cape
Town he was arrested im-
risoned on Robben Isiand
or a pass-law_demonstra-
tion. Born at Kokstad, he
was ordained in 1973, and
served in France and later
in Cape Town before becom-
ing the Archbishop’s person-
al representative in Johan-
nesburg. The Synod of
Bishops has named him as
the new principal of the An-
glican Theological Seminary
in Umtata, a hot-seat
position.

“The Church in South
Africa is confronted with
a monster, the evil
called apartheid. The
challenge is to look
chead at reconstruction
once apartheid has
gone.”’

Christi

Dr Allan Boesak

SENDINGKERK: President
of the World Alliance of Re-
formed Churches, his posi-
tion as nominal head even
of the white Ned Geref Kerk
is a source of irritation to it.
He is assessor of the Ned
Geref Sendingkerk, second
only to the Moderator, and

chairman or executive
member of a host of organi-
sations, including the Broe-
derkring, Alliance of Black

Reformed Christians, West-
ern Province Council of
Churches and SACC, and pa-
tron of the United Demo-
cratic Front. Born in pover-
ty in Kakamas, he has
earned local and interna-
tional recognition as a lead-
er and opinion-maker.

“South African society
dishonours the name of
God. My involvement in
politics is a product of
my Christian faith.”

Bishop Desmond Tutu

ANGLICAN: Internationally
recognised by the award of
the 1984 Nobel Peace Prize,
he was born in Klerksdorp
and educated in Johannes-
burg. First black Dean of
Johannesburg, then Bishop
of Lesotho and since 1978
general secretary of the
South African Council of
Churches. He may yet be-
come the first black Bishop
of Johannesburg. He ig
spokesman for the SACC, a
forum for more than 50
churches in SA, representing
16-million Christians — the

larpest single organisation
in the country.

“| am frightened, dread-
fully frightened, that we
may soon reach a point
where nothing will stop
events reaching a
bloody denouncement.”’
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The Rev Allan Hendrickse

CONGREGATIONAL: Lead-
er of the Labour Party and
first coloured member of
the Cabinet. The Uitenhage-;
born minister was elected
head of the United Congre-
gational Church of Southern
Africa in 1972-73. In 1576 he
was imprisoned without tri-
al. A former teacher, he
joined the Labour Party to
win a seat in the Coloured
Persons’ Representative

Council in 1969. As leader of
the party since 1978, he led
his party out of the council
to spell the death of this
Government experiment in
apartheid. He led his party
into the new Emwm:mmﬂoz
‘“in order to dismantle
apartheid”.
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“We reaffirm our belief |
in righteousness, justice,
equality and the one-
ness of our South Afri-
can nationhood.”
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WHILE the Government is
taking its first tentative steps
towards power-sharing, it
faces an intensely critical
group of Christian leaders,
elected by their respective
multiracial bodies, who are the
spokesmen for more people
than all the political parties
put together.

It is a new breed of leaders,
most of whom hold doctorates,
chosen by the people themselves
from among themselves.

All are South Africans by birth
and they represent all the colours
and traditions of her multiracial
society.

And they wield very real power.

The power of the Christian
Church as an organisation is limit-
ed by its spiritual functions. Each
of these churches meets in multi-
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AT a time when politicians are still feeling their way to multiracial contact, the Christian Church has produced a

home-grown crop of leaders — South Africans of all races committed to end apartheid.

racial councils. They know no col-
our bar, although each has had to
battle against prejudice within —
and the battle is continuing.

Their members represent con-
gregations everywhere. All have
equal voice and voting rights.
They debate the full range of soci-
ety's ills and problems and reach
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