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led to talks
— Castro

HAVANA — South Africa agreed to recent regional
-1 | peace talks only because it had suffered military set-
A backs in southern Angola, Cuba’s President Fidel
: Castro said on Monday.

A spokesman for {he Department of Foreign Af-
fairs said South Africa had always been willing to
talk and a change of attitude had come from “them,
‘not us”,

“If military setbacks are the reason why we are
talking, it doesn’t explain why they are willing to go
into negotiations,” he sajd. :

A South African Defence Force spekesman said the
issue was a matter for Foreign Affajrs,

“He gave us the background, in great detajl, eve;
using a map, of the joint Angolan-Cuban military a£
tion in Cuito Cuanavale, southern Angola,” an Asialr
1 | delegate said, _ |

‘Victorious tactics’

tactics led South Africa to come to the negotiating
table” — 4 reference to talks Pretoria held last
month in London and Brazzaville with Angola, Cuba. |
and the United States

; On Monday, the SABC called the deployment of
i | Cuban troops close to the border with Namibia a
' [ Provocation that eould be designed to sabotage the
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:

" President Castro emphasised that these “victorious
;

4

4

ht | real issue but rather the alleged South African ag-
e | Bression against Marxist-ruled Angola,

f Pretoria has said it wil] quit Namibia if Cuba wit-
ot [ draws its estimated 40 000 troops from Angola.

d Angola radio quoted a brief government statement ||
€ | as saying that the next meeling of the four nations
" | would follow on from talks held in London in May.
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Ready to work.with US on Angola
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s By Neil Lurssen,
' ‘The Star Buregu‘,

S “;H’ S .. Washington ¢ F
Soviet=leader Mr . Mikhail -Gorbachey

has given a strong hint ‘that ke is ready
10’ join"the United States in working to-

-wards;a. pelitical ‘settlement, of the An-
- golansconflict: — g -settlernent that
would - Seemingly - include .the Unita
-rebel movement. . ..

I PEE TR TR
-.It‘gqam_‘e,slasi;

Ry f

_night during an official din-

.. tual US.USSR ‘co-operation and referred to
as.the cause of turmoil . , .
', “In the entire world situation”. . i e
- Mr Gorbacliey . oke of the need for Third
. "“World problénis to ll:e‘-“i'ési)lved without confron-
.tations. between, the superpowers and ‘with rec- .
ognition that;the people -of -the. regions had the M With S';ch a0 approge,

" freedom to ake their own chojices ' . fe;‘en{gg; bbe id, di.
. S . : “Ween the 1
Economicirestructuring S,’Ldff,’;ifg";eg‘gnion over
It would requi dical restructuri 7 enIEIES Woulq o OLd
quire a radical restrue uring of the on Confrontas take
world economic system, he said. Ana] 0nalforms,
While he did ot mention Angola or any other con- that fr oS here belieye
fliet area by Ifg_gze, Mr Gorbachev was Speaking in Serioug r Orbachey is
the context of 3 summit where both sides gy ex- a politibou Promotip;
pressed the hope that accord can be reached on the hird oy Settlemeny of
Angolan Issue’and the related problem of Namibian i
independence, * 1} ‘ Co

Both léaders were sent messages by Zambian Pres.
“ident KennefhiKijanda, clirently chairman of the Or-
ganisation of“African Unity, who noted that'the whole
of ‘Africa .v_v‘ou!d%g'ain Af they could achi&v; peace at
this week’s Sumpit, LU
In an edito; ia]

the New;ﬁb%g iche
clareda new interest in-internatjonal _£0-operation
u;f?n'pe.??g& §gy§gf§};%g¢friqa is the fierfect plac.: . fest
i 'n b e T iy " o N .
Mr _?qgﬁ'ghféigqﬁq?ﬂ}essage that the people of Third
World ‘counityjé %ﬁzbgé the Y "y
‘right to"m3 ée.ﬁt eir' own | -

choices Mmay-have: been a
barb at.Ri g%gdmiinis-
tration-polities*that ‘aim
to.thwart ‘cemmimist re-,
gimes: and,support rebel- |
movémentg, g3 . 0 .
-, But it dlsg,

that reflects American;expectations,
.gl'imes said: “Mr Gor) ac f:v has de-

SQeAppears: to .|
.-commit the ;Kre‘jr)glin to a
.-COUrse. :of | staying ' aloof
v from -domestic . differ-
. ences -;i;‘l",Lthoseggcquntries A
¢ amarked change from; |
d more;ﬁagg;ess;j‘gé"?So.‘.vig.'.t
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talks in Europe

LISBON. — Angola favours a
European venue for the next
round of talks aimed at end-
ing the country’s 13-year civil
war and giving independence
to Namibia, the Foreign Min-
istry said yesterday.

A statement, reported by the
official news agency Angop, said
Angola was studying proposals of
possible dates for holding a fur-
ther round of peace talks shortly
in a European country.

The ministry denied what it
said were international press re-
ports alleging Angola was seek-
ing a friendly African country to
host further negotiations, the re-
port said.

Representatives from Angola,
Cuba, South Africa and the
United States met for the first
time on May 3-4 in London to
discuss a Southern African peace
accord based on a withdrawal of

foreign troops from Angola and
independence for Namibia.

South African and Angolan ne-
gotiators met again May 13 in
Brazzaville in the Congo for what
Angola called exploratory talks.

Angola says it will only agree to
US and South African demands
to send home more than 40000
Cuban troops when South Africa
withdraws its forces from Angola,
a United Nations plan for Nami-
bian independence is imple-
mented and both countries halt
aid for Unita.

Military setbacks

Meanwhile Cuban President
Fidel Castro said on Monday that
South Africa had agreed to
recent regional peace falks only
because it had suffered military
setbacks in southern Angola.

Dr Castro gave a two-hour de-
tailed briefing on Angola to 33

foreign ministers and other top-
level diplomats of some 80 non-
aligned nations at the conclusion
of 2 ministerial meeting on disar-
mament.

“He gave us the background, in
great detail, even using a map, of
the joint Angolan-Cuban military
action in Cuito Cuanavale,” an
Asian delegate said.

He said that Dr Castro empha-
sized that these “victorious tac-
tics led South Africa to come to
the negotiating table”, a refer-
ence to the talks in London and
Brazzaville.

After the closed-door meeting,
Dr Castro declined to say any-
thing other than that the meeting
was about Africa.

A Latin American diplomat,
present at the briefing, said the
Cuban leader showed guarded
optimism about the future of the
peace talks. — Sapa-AP-Reuter
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MOSCOW. — The United States and
the Soviet Union favour a target date

of September 29 this year for seftling

the problem of Angola and Namibia, a
senior US official said yesterday.

This bad emerged from taiks be-
tween the US Assistant Secretary of

State, Dr Chester Crocker, and the
deputy Soviet Foreign Minister, Mr

Anately Adamishin, during the Mos-
COW superpower summit, he said.

The date is the 10th anniversary of
UN Security Council Resolution 435,

@@m@ calls for independence for Ma-

ja

There , bBowever, “important
remaining differences” — particular.
ly a timetable for Cuban trcop with-
drawals — but in agreeing to a Sep-
tember target date “you can conclude

that there is a shared US-Soviet helief

that the problem shoiild be %solved
now”, the official said.

Qur Washington correspondent re-
ports that the Reagan administratien
may consider new economie pressure
on SA if Pretoria is seen to be stalling
on an Angola settlement, according to
Commonwealth eminent person

General Qlusegun Gbasanjo. — Own

e racnarmdned med o -y PR
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LONDON. —Diplomatic
g | sources. hére have con-
firmed that the US, in a
bid to wean Unita away |-
from. South Afriéa, is
| supporting the setting
up of a second base
‘camp for the rebel move-
ment in- the north of
.| Angola,

- This follows Angolan
claims that the US is
using six. bases in Zaire
to train Unita members. -

The eclaims were re-
ported in the New York
Times ]ast week, which
quoted the Angolan
chief of-staff, Lieuten-
- ant-General Antonio dos
Santos Franca, as saying
'the US wanted to -take
raway from Unita “their
negative image as pup-
pets of apartheid®.

In its latest issue, the
journal Afriea Confiden-
tial (AC) reported: “The
United States’is making
its play to wean the Un-
i,tg rebels away from
their South ‘African-sup-
plied bases in the south
| to a new US and Zairean-
‘backed headquarters in
the north. Unita is run-
ning down its old south-
ern base at. Jamba and
aiming to build a new
‘one at Quimbele near
the Zairean border.”

Commenting on the
I recent. Angolan and Cu-
ban “advdnce into the
-south of the éountry, dip-
Jomatie sourées. in Lon-
.don. said thé' offensive

]

was séen as,an astute di:
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'MOSCOW "~ The US’4nd
"the Soviet Union favoured.

A

R gingte |

3yesteriia%r. .
~""The official said that had emerged
from lengthy talks between US Assistant
Secrétary .of State- fgr- Amca":(\lhest'e:j
Orockeri and:Soviet Deéputy Foreign Min-
ister Anatoly Adamishin during the
Supérpower summit, |
") Heisdid: “The two sides were able to
indicate their support for establishing
September 29, 1988, as a target for re-
soﬁ'ing outstanding differences.”
Soviet leader Mikhael Gorbachev said
- pr—— ' —

T o AT o M I, Y P T s e vy

US, Soviets about to set An

a target dateof Septémber. ! Us‘and .SOVietS tO
paksenior US official said »Sét AngOIa date?

earlier the Soviet Union was willing to
play a larger role in attem ts to resolve
the conilict in squthern Africa, if asked
to do so by the partiés:He said-he and
President Ronald Redgan had agréed
that recent talks on the pullout of Cuban
and SA troops from Angola, as well as

:fdependence for Namibia, led them to

89, Page 2 |:> 1.’[3{'22 '

gola date?

believe “that process could come to a
positive outcome”,

The proposed date is the 10th anniver-
sary o U& Security Council resolution
435, which called for indépendence for
Namibia,

The official said: “There are impor-
tant remaining differences, but in agree-
ing to a Seﬂtember target date you can
conclude there is a shared US-Soviet
belie’f that the problem should be solved
now.”

The official said the Superpowers
were agreed that there should be an
early follow-up meeting. Other US offi-

<: © From Page 1

ness to concede full independence to
Namibia and that the US was limnited in
the degree to which it could influence
SA’s hehaviour,

But Commonwealth Eminent Person
Olusegun Obasanjo said in Washington
that the Reagan administration was pre-
pared to consider new economic pres-
sure on SA if it concluded Pretoria was
stalling on an Angola settlement.

Obasanjo, who said he was acting as a
“facilitator” in the negotiations, was

the first half of June,

cials said the four parties which were at
the London talks (Angola, Cuba, SA and
the US) were expected to meet again in

Some officials also said privately a
'§| question mark hung over SA’s willing-

deadline.

also convinced that unless a deal was
struck by July “then we will have to
forget it for now and look to the next
administration”, He did not explain the

Commaent Page 6
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VlSlt for SADF man@z/qa

JOHANNESBURG w— A hlgh-rankmg )
government - journalist says.a. ~member of the
‘SADF undergomg medical tréatment in a hospi-
tal in Havana is to be visited by a delegation of
the.International Committee of the Red Cross.
Sergeant Johan Papenfus, who received serious
thigh and-leg wounds in.southern Angola,; was
flrown to Cuba, at‘ter bemg captured by Cuban
00pS. 3 ' I P “

. Reports by Staff Reporter, own Correspondent, Sapa-Reuter-AP and UP),
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Ganeral
Malan

" By TOS WENTZEL, Political Correspo

SOUTH Africa is closely watching
south-western Angola, es

crescent-shaped defence

Dr Castro has spoken
military sources believe

of the construction

FIFTH MILTARY REGION

tubanga

ot

Hamnibs Humpata

Chivamba

feats Otchinjow

Oneotva L]

Rig Kunana

ZEBRA Bin

§ Evale

d Sondjve

SWA/NAMIBIA BORDER

LINE OF DEFENCE: A

ware in many positions.

map of the Cuban defence line in south-
orn Angola issued by South African sources shaws mlitary hard-

oA

ndent
the military sitnation in
pecially Cuban troop movements,
but suggestions that the country has aggressive intentions
are being played down.

This follows a warning fro

m the Minister of Defence, General Mag-
nus Malan, yesterday that Cuba: i

1 leader Fidel Castro's “aggressive
bravado” coild have South Africa reconsider its Angolan peace effort.

According to the latest \nformation, the Cubans
line from south-western Angola to the north-west
of an air strip n the
there bave been indications of such construction at

Camps Bay theatre
plans get green light

By GARTH VERDAL

Tonight Reporter

PIETER Toerien's plans to re-
develop the Phoenix Theatre ln
Camps Bay have been ap-
proved.

“We start work today,” satd
Mr Toerien.

The R2-million project wili
give Cape Town its fourth the-
atre. The others are the Nico
Malan, the Baster and UCT's
Little Theatre.

The new theatre, which Mr

Toerien intends to repame, wll
seat 260 people and have a bat. /

“] may ask for suggestions
from the Fnhlic about a new
name, as 1 did with the Leon-
ard RHayne in Johannesburg,”
said Mr Toerien

BY CHRISTMAS?

The big question was wheth-
er he would be able to open the
theatre “this mde of Christmas
to catch the summer seasoll
and get things off to a good
start”.

The builders had told him
th:f. depended on a “good wip-
ter”,

£

3 A
First choice
for racegoers

@ For selacyions, perms and
fiolds for the race meetings
at Kenitworth (Tho WP Fillies
Futurity Stakes), Turffontain
and Greyville (The Daily
News 2000), ses page 16.
® Kenilworth Pick & preview,
Francois Wolfaardt's eolumn
and fields for four centres,
including Port Elizabeth, in
the Racegoer will be in the
first edition of Weekond Ar-
gus tomorrow morning.-

Gold $463,45

GOLD traded at $463,4% an
ounce in Hong Kong today af-
ter a jump in suver prices trig
gered a $9,40 tise 1n United
States bullion markets to $467
fast night.

have been building up a
area and

Cahama, 90km north-west of
Xangongo

It is estimated that Cuban
troops are 60km from the Na-
mibian border.

General Malan said today
South Africa was not adopting
an aggressive or provocative
?osture_ South Africa was care-
ully monitoring the Coban
military build-vp and would
not be caught off guard.

He stressed that South Africa
would not hamper efforts for a
peace settlement. Cuban action
could, however, damage peace
grospects and unless the Cu-

ans changed their stance
South Africa would have to re-
consider its good intentions.

Key player

The buld-up of forces had
roised the temperature in the
region and it would need only a
spark to start trouble.

Russia was a key player on
the scene, he sald, and should it
decide that the Cubans must
go, real peace could be
achieved.

The balt was squarely in the
other side of the court to de-
cide if the talks went on.

General Malan accused Dr
Castro of “image-building” in
Africa and said he was trying

Cub
“E(i;)?tin

Genera
expressed agreem
Pik Bothd’s viewpoint thai the
next roundiof talks on Angola
must é’gain‘s,:be held in Africa.

iy

A

"S'%S:eékiné‘rﬁast night, General
a

Malan:édid South Africa was

Pl

nof ‘:B;,eb,aired to be blackmailed
or'to;stake its future at the ne-
gotih‘ljhg table.

He was reacting to state-
ments attributed to Dr Casiro,
who said South Africa had been
forced into negotiating over an
. Angola/Namibian seitiement
because of losses at the hands
of Cuban forces. .

General Malan said South
Africa would have to reconsid-
er its peace initiative. Russia
and the,Angolan government
should take note of Dr Castro’s
bravado, which clearly showed
he was dismissing the current
peace moves.

“The provocative intransi-
genece he displays can be the

to give an umbrella to Swapo.

The Minister said Cuban
moves were also a face-saving
operation following the “bloody
nose” they received in south-
eastern Angola recently.

Cuba was going against the
mandate it received from the
MPLA government by trying to )
help Swapo In this way. |

The Cuban leader was a |
“Marzist upgortumst" while the |
Russian leader, Mikkail Gorba-
chev, was, compared to him, a
ereative thinker.

Military spokesmen ioday
gtressed that South Africa was
not unprepared for the situa-
tion, although some develu{:-
ments in south-west Angola
had been unexpected.

South Africa was not putting
up aggressive defence lines be-
cause il did not wani war.

Although the Cuban moves
could harm the peace efforts,
they were not expected to de-
stroy them.

{Turn to puge 3, col 2)

Nine anonths_pf bqrea}ucra_ti_c |

PRI R,

major stumbling block in the
way of the peace initiative.

STRANGE
“1t clashes directly withthe
apparent pragmatic attitide of
the MPLA and the Russians
and is a refusal to accept the
facts of Angola.” -
General Malan said he found
it strange that Dr Castro, ) oW
appeared to speak on behalf of
the MPLA. o

[T
“He already exceeds his
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Prctures DANA le ROUX, Tho Argut

\ater in o dam ot Matland ceme-
sir search for mora bodies.

e [ ST

CTERGENCY UFDATE |

T;vo stabbed,
shot to death

PRETORIA. — Two men died
after belng shot and stabbed by
a group of people ot Hamntors-
dale in Natal, peliee said In
thelr daily unrest report.

The crowd siobled the meit
— aged 26 and 56 years ~— und
fired shots At them,

A youth was arresied after
the killings. police said.

Petrol bombs were burled by
a crowd at threr vehleles near
a high scbool in Emdeni,
Soweto. '

The group also slashed the:
tyres and smashed some of the;

mandate by taking Swapo,.un-
der his wing. It looks ag.if heis
totally ignoring the MPLAL, .
“Withdrawing his 45-000
| troops from Angola does not
suit him, Cuba’s economy can-
 not carry the burden of this no-
, madic force. At lie same time
i;lhefg’ i5 £ 10ern GVEra, poss_r;lble
isease' they are carrying about
wit.huth?e ‘,:.ﬁv?:i' %"‘E{j:t g e
i T

windows |

Palice sald four youths were
arrested after the inchlent —
Sapa. l

Press curbs |
In terms of the state of
smergency tegulations,
news, pictures and com-
ment are restricted

et
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i Pohheal Correspondent g
|4CAPE 'TOWN — Tensions, in  southern

- Anigola’ are; escalatmg dangerously as |-
: South Africa and Cuba square up ol -

-a broad military front.

:.President Castro.of Cuoa ‘and South '.
Afr1can Defence M1mster General. .
Magnus Malan haye made angry verbal'

exchanges in the past 24 hours.”
-In'the procéss, further regi
talks may be scuttled ’

< President Castro lasttmght issu ed-]us '
most threatening statemerit regardmg-. :
.the Cuban military bmld-up in southern{:
“Angola — and: he-announced; that’ hiss|:
Jforces; ‘were, ‘building an airfield” just’
“north ‘of the Namibian border to: extend‘ '

' Cuba’s air power in the region, .5

‘Genéral :Maladn ‘said through. h18:
spokesman today: that: Président-Castro* [}
‘was a Marxist’ opportumst and-a wild

horse” busy with a face-saving' exéreise.
+South Africa_was not the. aggressor

m the' regxon, *he"said, ‘but rohetheléss’ ‘
~the’ necessary’ precautxons were bemg "

taken in'the face of the Cuban menace, -
In'a s1tuatxon like tlus, where its in-

terests were at stake, South Africa was |

always prepared, he said, .
-"At.the samie time, General Malan Said,

South:Africa had no intention of hamper- ‘

mg any efforts to create.peace.
* This' had been proved : by the coun-
‘ tr;,; slk\wéiltmgtless -to_travel and take part
i in talks;
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Playing war games
Cuba’s latest offensive in Angola is appar-
ently aimed at bearding the lion in his den —
1t amounts to brinkmanship. But it could
provoke unexpected consequences, according
to military observers in Lisbon.

Latest reports from Angola’s hotspot, the
“fifth military region”, suggest combined
Cuban and Angolan forces comprising

. 35000 men — with air cover, anti-aircraft
- defences, armoured vehicles and ‘artillery —
are advancing towards the South African
positions along a line stretching from the
port of Namibe eastwards through Lubango
and Matala.

The forces are reported to have built G5
shellproof bunkers south of Cahama and
Cuvelai; to be preparing new offensives
around the besieged town of Cuito Cuana-
valq; and to be moving towards the South
Africans in a wide semicircle. The operation
is officially known as the “Southern Ad-
vance”, its destination said to be the Nami-
bian border and its objective to push back

A
AW

SA’s 5000-strong force inside Angola.

Government columns are also likely to
advance towards Mavinga in preparation for
a further attempt at routing Jonas Savimbi
and Unita from Jamba.

Diplomats reporting rrom Luanda say SA
has reinstated reconnaissance flights over
the area to the levels they stood at before the
Lusaka accords. They also say that South

-| African forces are better prepared.

The weekly newspaper Expresso said the
total number of Cubans now in Angola
stands at 46 000, following their recent rein-
forcement through Namibe and other west-
ern ports. Analysts in Lisbon claim the Cu-

. ban buildup could just be part of an effort to,

negotiate from a position of strength or may
be a deliberate effort by hardline anti-peres-
troikaniks in Havana to undermine Mos-
cow’s efforts to get a negotiated peace in the
territory.

There are repeated reports that Cuban
leader Fidel Castro is increasingly concerned
about what to do with his expeditionary
forces should they come home. An ltalian
magazine report last week (given much
prominence in the Portuguese press) said
Castro had signed a deal with Uganda’s
Yoweri Museveni allowing for the transfer of
2000 Cubans from Angola to reinforce the
Ugandan army. Cuba and Libya are emerg-
ing as Uganda’s chief allies in its battle
agains: insurgents. a
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deadling

United States and the
Soviet Union- favour a
_target ‘date of Septem-
ber 29, this year, for
settlingthe problem::of
’Angola and Namibia, a
senior Us ofl' cial said,
The officialsaid this
emerged, from( lengthy
talks bctwcen Us

Assistant*-8ecretary of
-State, Chester Crocker

and - Soviet Deputy *

Foreign Minister,
| Anatoly Adamishin,
durmg the Moscow
superpower summlt
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! c\:—?r " This year has been dubbed Year One of Eco-
.+ ' nomic and Financial Recovery in Marxist-Lenin- .

I: : ist Angola — but people still barter on the black
Ay . market with bottles of beer. Victor Mallet re-
! IR ] ports on the gap between policy and practice as

i an International Monetary Fund application ap-

f. proaches.

o

{'] &kl LUANDA — Antonio Ferreira Noto, launched a recovery plan ajong classi-

T2 the Angolan health minister, was sty

44 “diously ignoring demands for facts

iTiabout the cholera epidemic raging in

Jfthe capital Luanda. Instead, he spoke

» w9at great length to the journaliats gath-

=¥Tlered in his office about government ef-

# il 'orts to train the people in the art of

3481 hypiene,

}-#10 " A Brazlian reporter, newly returned

1 from 2 toilet in the building, was out-

wesge taged, Why, she asked, were the health

(ministry toilets filthy? Why was there

sa0ato tolet paper or running water? Why.

o ;she could have asked, were there

¢ qyit heaps of uncolected garbage rotting In
j=snithe street outside?

“atit  Unnerved, the health minister did

gif 15omething many of his foreign coun-

i=3e,terparts might hesitate to do'in front

ey of the media. He lit a cigarette, The

" chasm between Angolan hygiene poli-

Hagi{ €Y 8nd practice was painfully obvious.

It Is a lesson to be applied else-

e pWhere Angola’s much-vaunted eco-

3‘:‘Q| nomic reform programme appears to

N uljbe sulfering from a discrepancy be-

r '_:f ,tween words and deeds which is equal-

-hi‘:',ly damaging. At best it could be sald
~P'that the pace of reform has unexpec-
M pedly slackened

- i year, as the slogans never fail
% 9. Pto remind you, Is Year One of Econom-
.t o, i€ and Financial Recovery. Bat

1 4B by civil war, low prices for its oil ex-
— ports and the bunching of forefgn debt
I Tepayments over the next few years,
| ~#"Marxist-Leninist Angola has applied to
N

tl

:EL ?jain the International Monetary Fund,

. It 1s the last African country to'do so.
w4 To back up its IMF application —
-2 which is opposed for political and eco-
5 ﬂ‘-‘:nomle reasons by the US — Angola has
o

cal African lnes.

Private enterprise and foreign in-
vestment are to be encouraged at the
expense of Inefficient state corpora-
tions, fiscal and monetary discipline
will be Impesed and the cdrrency is to
be devalued Perestroika in eastern
Europe is a favourite topic of discus-
ston among Angolan Intellectuals,

The problem, according to the gov-
ernment’s Western donors, is that
there is mere talk than action. There
are exhortations to the people to work
harder and produce more, says one
Western diplomat based in Luanda, but
nothing really concrete has been said
that they can act on.

Dally life n the filthy streets of the
captal 1s much as 1t was two years
ago With the currency worth about 70
times less than its official value, most
people barter for thelt purchases on
the black market with bottles of beer
as a means of exchange, Party mem-
bers and government workers have ac-
cess bo special shops

The road to the current programme
known as SEF — Saneamento Econo-
mico e Financeiro — was prepared by
the ruling party’s reformist second
congress in 1085, Some of the more
hardline leftist members of the gov-
ernment were pushed into the back-
groumd at the time

Today, however, Angola — like
Zambia before it — seems to be put-
ting the brakes on its reform drive
long before any ‘significant goals have
been achieved,

Two leading reformists were sacked
from the SEF secretariat in March,

o) TN

Billboards exhort the people 1o grecter e orts on ompw stomachs

apparently for being too outspoken,
and have since returned to their old
Jobs in the finance minstry and the
central bank They are Dr Jose Cor-
queira, a French-tramed economist
once described as an Angolan yuppie,
ang Mr Mario Nefsor. Nor have all the
draft laws associated with the recov-
ery programme been approved on
schedule by the govermment for rub-
ber-stamping in the People's Assem-
biy

Presldent Jose Eduardo dos Santos,
although amself an enthusiastic pro-
ponent of reform. is constrained by the
reluctance of the party faithful to sac-
rifice privilege and ideology for the
sake of economlc progress M's too
early to speak about the results of the
programme, he says, The results of
SEF will be gradually achieved as con-
crele measures are carried out

There is one region of Angola rmuch
farther down the path of reform than

rice Marxist ideology *|
‘'the long-suffering Angola?

the others It Is the so-called Fifth He-
glon, comprising the southern prov-
Inees of Hulla, Namibe and Cunene
and rup by the reform-minded ex-
prime minister Mr Lopo do Nascimen-
t

]

Although gravely affected by the
war, this region has become a sort of
Angolan ecenomic laboratory strivin
to break away from the cenl.ral[seg
stranglehold of the capital, Already,
the area’s agricultural, industrial and
flshing i:ntentlat has attracted about
$150 rmlion of promises In fercign akd,
much of it from the European Commu-
nity

In the last few weeks, a private
snack bar has opened In the town of
Lubango, an almost unheard-of event
in Angola With the help of private
traders, commercial purchases of
maize 1n Hulla province rose sixfold
last year to 30000 tons, according 1o
the ot a1 government

Marketeers — theoreticaliy they are
black marketeers — ply their trade in
the open as Il they were In any ather
Afncan countty The lacal currency,
the kwanza, has much higher huying
power i Lubango becatse more goods
are available

Mr Amaral Batista, a deputy of Mr
do Nascimento and a friend of Dr Cer-
queira, is remarkably frank about the
mistakes of the past 13 years and
about the advantages his region enjoys,
including a higher proportion of Portu-
gese businessmen and farmers who
stayed behind after independence,
Transport. he says, must be privatised,
but strategic indusirtes such as beer
wlll remaln in government hands.

The objective is to integrate the
black market, he says. For the mo-
ment. people have to survive If they |
have no shoes, 1t's better that they gel
shoes on the black market than oot at
all

Angola has started late on the road
te economic reform and it probabl
has further to go than any oLﬁer Afrl-
can country A snack bar and a thriv.
ing market make a small beginning, —
Finantial Times
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:uba decided 10 move
its troops, tanks and air
cover furiher south late
last year because of the

gm‘ *\.3 offensive around Cuito
Canavale, the vnwm.ama

3 \m \% % - said.
t.to

-

The ami?nnmﬁmiw
ineluded the dispatch
of the best Cuban pilots
for MiG-23 fighter ‘air-
craft until gerial supe-
riority OveY the South
Africans was reached.
This was in addition 10
already existing supert-
or apti-aireraft defence.

«Fhen,” according 0
president Casiro,

By AN ~— wgouth Africa showed : ,
W\O_mﬁ. .—.——.—OZ< JOHNSON ' fear and beganto refuse | § .
ical Correspondent o fight” ! ———

On November 23 the

i

._,mn>z angry statement Defence Min-|  fust Cuban reinforce-

ister General Magnus Malan th nent units left 0¥

ened last night t ‘ reat-| Angola by ship 2

golan-N ight to reconsider the An- plane. They-arrived in
amibian peace initiative as a

Cuito Cuanavale on De-

resu ” . cember 5. :
O:_u_.m O.“u.n-_m. aggressive bravado” of «Qn January 13 south | - R M
a’s President Fidel Castro . Africa Jaunched an of : the Angoldh border. No Ommauo,,m.x..,.vawamac:
: i fensive against Cuito | & mcmwuﬁmmm.,ﬁwudm givén which clearly showed !

and they must form pdrt ‘he was dismissing the
of m,.ummcmwﬁmm solu- current-peace moves.
tion. «withdrawing Bbis
Responding to gouth 45 000 troops’ from -
African warnings that a Angola does not suit /

Cuanavale and on Feb-
ruary 14 they attacked
again with 150 ar-
moured vehictes.”
This attack was

General Malan res )

. ponded to Presi ’
M%NWM:% that a new air base was dmmwmdmoomwmwg :
r the Angola-Namibia Lrinbe

fighter jets close to the muoumewwﬂ to bring Cuban

In a challenging speech President Castro said

Cubz now had the stopped b a small num- ;
Afri > means to confront a opped by H...mnmﬁ Cuban advance him. Cuba’s economy
Ll S et | Sl v, e e Cibsn SRS ot carmy e buiey |
. s delegates of no mzu.mmu. a serious defeat,” he told ¢ MWE G ebruar 25 could jeopardize the of this nomadic force.
Presid Q. terday. n-aligned countries in Havana yes- M 55 Hm d Emwﬁ_ 93, peace falks, the Ango- At the same time there
sident Castro General Malan Givi mwnmw _Pwﬂm.  acks lan ambassador jo  is concern over apossi- !
iving an unusually detailed account of C outh AfrEeY e ine Lusaka, Mr Luls NMeio Dble disease they 2iv _
olashes with the mMWm% wﬁwmﬂwuﬁm« € igh num- | Kiambata, 10ld Reuters carrying about .,ai;
he said the latest mili- ber of losses.” qmwmﬂm‘& wﬁwwﬂ mmg: them.” = RV
tary encounters_ in Thousands..of mines wnn ngolan 9, mmMm President Castro, was
southern Angola had to- tnat had been planted N ww.,aﬁe.omwm into  trying to' create an im-
tally changed the bal- gestroyed several South .M.%._ 1pia mm:om .um.o an pression because he
ance of forces in the re- | | Avican tanks. After siX woaonow. o yom had failed to show any
gion and South’ Africa months of fignting the ugal 1 FHE successes in Angoia
now wanted to negoti- | ‘South Africans had not .:>umo_.m is a sover- where his mercefnaries
ate because of losses it peen able t© capture eign state and has the gave a pathetic per-
had suffered in Angola Cuite Cianavale. . right to control its own formance in South East- \
at the hands of a Cuban N They are wondering frontiers,” he said. ern Angola. g - o}
foree it had never pre- if we are g0iDE o ad- wanﬂﬁm.nﬁ%wmmmama South >mﬁu@mwf5ma.
viously faced. vance, if we are going to o.maﬂoumquﬁwﬁ.mu_oﬁm last achieved its mom_m.éwgm
- 3 night, Generil Malan territory in support of |

take the dam nearby, 01

To page 3 . | .

gaid Russia and the An- Unita, sufferin g 31
golan mo<mu=Emuﬂ losses against the 7000
should take note of Dr to 10 000 of the enemy.
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‘set for Paris’

LLE — A" senior Angolan gov-
the next round of
Namibia will

icial has said
Angola and
tly in Europe,

\"!
ernment off
ace talks on
take place shor

ing to reporters after
lese Presid i

meeting Congo-
ent Denis Sassou
Defence Minister Ernesto Franca
clined to name the venue Or to give a date f
and the United States
4mand issued a
meeting should

talks.
Angola, South Africa,
held {alks in
joint statement
take place at an Aff}

gaying the follow-up

tallcs between So

and Angolan officials were held in Brazzaville on

African Foreign Minister Mr Pik Botha said

Jater the next round of full talks would also take
place in the Congolese capital.

But the Angolans favour a European venue and
Angola’s ambassador to Zambia, Mr Luis Neto
Kambiata, on Thursday accused Pretoria of compli-
cating the peace process by insisting on an African
country.

Presidential messuge

Diplomatic Sources in Ivory Coast said a South
African delegation visited Abidjan recently to assess
that city, or the inland capital of Yamoussoukro, as
possible venues,

Mr Franca Ndalu told reporters he had delivered
a message from President Eduardo dos Santos to
President Nguesso dealing with the issue.

Diplomatic SOUrces in Luzaka said the Angolan

- government favoured Paris as the venue for the
next round of talks. — Sapa-Reuter.
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BRIDGE to Cuite Canavale.

OW that the superpowers at the Mos-
cow summit have set a target date of
September 29 this year for bringing Na-
mibia to independence and ending the war
in Angola, 21l eyes are on President Botha.
Will ke lay to rest the doubts still remaining
over Pretoria’s ultimate willingness to grant in-
dependence to Namibia?

Or to put 1t another way, since the parallel is
bound to be drawn sconer or later will Cuito
Capavale turn out to have been South Africa's
Dien Bien Phu?

B Dien Bien Phe, 1t will be recalled, was a
small fortress 1 French Indochina where the
creme of the French army suffered a humiliat-
ing defeat 1n 1954 at the hands of the Vietminh.

As a direct consequence the French eventual-
ly left Vietnam altcgether. But the hurt was
there, The army never forgot the grievous blow
to 1ts pride and resolved to prove that it was
still a force to be reckoned with

Five vears later the proving ground was Al-
geria where, stll smarting from the memory of
Dien Bien Phu, the generals successfully frus-
trated ail attempts by seccessive French gov-
ernments 1o give A.gerta independence.

Wounded mulitars pride and the necessity to
recover elan eventually led fo a major confron-
tation between rebe army elemants and Gener-
al de Gamle which brought France to the verge
of e1vil war

UITO Capavale, or simply Cutlo as it is

kneun for short, mayv weil be 1a another

vt bresuse the cara
iy uiscveptable at
ahrea!

A

Ee Lw".,.i:.!w,x.,mw,

Eaial,

by DAVID WILLERS, London director of the South Africa Foundation

“A Boer with an olive branch is as eredible
these days as a vegetarian crocodile,” the
Guardian warns gloomily.

OR Dien Bien Phu then, read Cuito Cana-

vale. For Algeria read Namibia. If the fee]-
ing grows that Cuito was indeed a famous de-
feat for the South African army in the region, it
could well lead to a sentiment that to abandon
2%365 as well as Angola would be unthink-
able.

Namijbia, like Algeria, may have to become
the proving ground where the SADF regroups in
order to win back 1ts spars.

Besides, some will contend, the effect on
South Africa's black population of a perceived
withdrawal under these circamstances would
be too uncertamn to risk.

Overseas observers are no longer pulling any
punches about the seriousness of the dispute be-
tween the SADF and Foreign Affairs over Na-
mibian/Angolan policy.

Colin Legum, editor of the reputable and
highly informed Third World Report says
bluntiy that PW Botha will have to choose be-
tween his hawks and his doves when the erunch
comes, as 1t has Indeed come this week with an
agreed Russ1an/American deadfine.

The latest 1ssue of Africa Confidential
claims the South African public has no idea
what 1s happening in Angola.

General Malan could arguably be criticised
for allowing this state of affairs to happen.
Howover, to be perfectly fair to hum it is proba-
bly not his fauit that there was an apparent
faijure of nerve when the government learnt
that the prebable cast to cccupy Cuite would be
360-cad Sevid African lives. although strategists
will mo b w oergue that Malan stouid have
mAce 3toeloor by Prosident Hotha what the
lrsez= sneca o sl - o be bofore commenc.n T the

Under these eircumstances the right wing led
by Dr Andries Treurnicht (the “Hindenburg” of
South Africa with Kugene Terre'Blanche and
the AWB — whose equivalent in Algera was
the 0OAS — not {ar behind) could gain enormous
electoral advantage

The Scuth African army, hke its French
counterpart 1n Algeria in 1961, once so reform-
ist and shunning all contact with the right wing
“Pied Noir” settlers, would, perforce, find dubi-
ous common cause with the Conservative Par-
ty.

There would, thereafter, be very lkittle likeli-
hood of independence for Namibia being negoti-
ated through diplomatic channels and instead
every likelihood of collective UN Security
Coeunril sanctions.

Much current conventionzl wisdom in Pre-
toria has it that the only reason the SADF has
waged such a highly efiective counter-insurgen-
cy war in Namida 15 because the war was in
fact carried lock, stock and barrel iato the
neighbourig country supporting Swapo.

By the same logic if South Africa were to
withdraw from Namibia the war might one day
have to be carried into Namibia 1f one was to
prevent insurgency mto South Africa itself,

As Lieuvtenant-General Demis Earp, former
Chief of the South African Air Foree, has ob-
served, don’t get too optimistic over the Ango-
Ian talks. What he appears to be signalling 1s
that regardless of the diplomatic small print
the South African army has little intention of
abandoning Namibia Lightly

ND so_we come agamn te the analogy with
LA Dien Bien Phu.

Althcugh SADF tactical specialists will have
it that Cuito vas uever a decisive objective
thera ean be litie doubt a3 o n-- 0 -
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any involvement of Unita in an international
settlement. “They consider this 2n internal af-
fair,” he said.

“Inside Angola, they will have to deal with
Unita — they have found ways in the past of
dealing with the FNLA — I would say they will
solve their problems with Unita.”

There can be no doubt that post-Cuito and
with South Africa effectively out of Angola, Un-
ita will find 1t mnch more difficult to insist on 2
fair deal with Luanda.

On the contrary, Savimbi's men are likely to
be reduced to shadowy equivalenis of the Mo-
zambique resistance movement, intermittently
supplied with weapons from Zaire from a dwin-
dling US stockpile, and reserting to ever more
cruel methods to cow the local populations.

<>wmg made anotker point which will have
a definite bearing on Seuth African percep-
tions of Angolan intentions.

He said the time scale of the South African
withdrawal from Namibia could not be synch-
ronised with that of the Cuban forces from An-
gola as the South Africans wanted. “Linkage
pure ang sumple 1s not mnwmuEEm to the Ango-
lans.” he said, adding that whereas the UN plan
for Namibia foresaw a South African withdraw-
al from Namibia — and thereby ouvt of range of
Angola — in seven to 12 months, Luanda sees
the need for Cuban troeps staying on for 48
months for its own security.

There is no knowine how much truth there is
to the story doing the rounds that 10-15 060 Cu-
bans are m the process of acquunng Angolan
citizenship but this could be an additional com-
pheating facter.

In any event. and given the lengthy time-
scale anticipited for 2 wirthdrawal from Anzola




- " oL.illarge: cate of
September 29 this year for bringing Na-
mibia to independence and ending the war
--In Angola, all eyes zre on President Botha,
Will he lay to rest the doubts still remaining
over Pretoria’s vitimate willingness to grant, in-
dependence to Namibia®
Or to put it anather way, since the paralle] js
bound to be drawn sooner or later: wili Cuite
Canavzle turn ont te have been South Africa's
Dien Bien Phu?

B Dien Bien Phy, it will be recalled, was a
small foriress m French Indochina where the
creme of the French army suffered a hurmiliat-.
ng defeat 1n 1954 at the hands of the Vietminh

As a direct consequence the French eventual-
ly left Vietnam altogether. But the hurt was
there. The army never forgot the grievous blaw
to 1ts pride and resolved fo prove that it was
stll a force to be reckoned with.

Five years later the proving ground was A)
geria where, st} smarting from the memory of
Dien Bien Phu, the generals successfully frus-
trated all attempts by successive French gov-
ernments to give Algeria independence.

Wounded military pride and the necessity to
recover £lan eventually led to a major confron-
tation between rebel army elements and Gener-
al de Gaulile which brought France to the verge

of civil war

ﬁcﬁ.o Canavale, or simply Cuito as 1t is
known for short, may well be in another
theatre, but the psychology looks the same: ang
although it is sard the SADE was unable to cap-
ture the Angolan hamlet because the casualties
would have been politically unacceptable at
home, the reverse perception is true abroad.

The media 15 casting Cuito as a major muli-
tary reverse which forced Pretoria to the nego-
tiating table with Luanda,

Among the British quality newspapers, the
Guardian explams that the South Africans visit-
ed London and later Brazzaville to talk directly
with Luanda becauyse Fapla (the MPLA in
arms) is the first force to rebuf the South Afri-
cans since Rommel's Afrika Ko ps.

Pretoria’s army has been shown to be stoppa-
ble and for this reason Atgola should resist all
blandishments unless South Africa offers other
reparations, withdraws its troops and gives im-
mediate independence to Namibia,

A SPOKESMAN for the South African De-
fence Foree in Pretoria commented:
“South Africa's viewpoint on what has hap-
pened in seuih-east Angola and South Afri-
ea’s aims during the operation have heen
repeatedly explained by. among others, the
Minisiers of Defence and Foreign Affairs,

“Quito Cuanavale is not a strategic spot

e - e L BICTEL ) e

“these-days_as a uqmmm»mnmwu. rocodile,” the

-Guardian warns gloomily,

MWOW Dien-Bien Phu then, read Cuito Cana-
vale. For Algeria read Namibia, Jf the fea)-
ing grows that Cujtg was indeed a famons de-

able.

Namibia, ke Algeria, may have to become
the proving ground where the SADF regroups in
order to win back jts spurs

Besides, some will contend, the effect gn
South Africa's black Population of a perceived
withdrawal under thege circitmstances would
be too uncertain to risk,

Overseas observers are ng longer pulling any
bunches about the serigusness of the dispute be
tween the SADF and Foreign Affairs over Na.
Imibian/Angolan policy.

Colin Legum, editor of the reputable and

tween his hawks and his doves when tha crunch
‘comes, a3 it has ndeed come this week with an
agreed Russian/American deadline. -

The latest issue of Africe Confidential
claims the South African public has no idea
what is happening in Angola.

General Malan could argnably be criticised
for allowing this state of affairs to bappen.
However, to be perfectly fair to him it ig proba-

made it clear to President Botha what the
losses were likely to be before commencing the
Cuito offensive.

Presidcnt Botha’s curiously uncharacteristie
hesitation has highlighted the contradictions in
his regional policy .

Mm. the hawks win the day, and diz in their

heels over the direet linkage between resoly-
tion 435 and the Angolan peace plan cobbied to-
gether over Pretoria’s head by Reagan and
Gorbachev, and therefy frustrate the diplomatic
wheels President Botha has caused to be set in
motion, it would make him seem another
Chamberlain — another “appeaser” -- to the
voters, )

Culio Cuanavale not 2 siraie

and it was never the ajm of the South Afri-
can and Unita forces to capture it,

“This was made elear in briefings to
military correspondents as early as the
end of April and wag highlighted again by
the Minister of Defepce during his budget
debate m Parliament.

“As recently as Jupe 2 the Minister of

"Under these cirewmstances Athe:right wing led ~

by Dr Andries Treurnicht (the “Hindenbnrg" of
South Afriea with Eugene Terre'Blanche -and

~ the AWB — whose equivalent in Ajgeria was
the OAS — not far behind) could gain enormous
electoral advantage.

The South Afriean army, like its French
counterpart in Algeria in 1861, once so reform-
ist and shunnmg all contact with the right wing
“Pied Noir” settlers, would, perforee, find dubj.
OuS cornmon cause with the Conservative Par-
ty

There would, thereafter, be very little likeli-
hood of independence for Namibia being negoti-
ated through diplomatre channels and 1nstead
every likeihood of collective UN Security
Council sanctions

Much current econventional wisdom in Pre-
toria has 1t that the only reason the SADF hag
waged such a lighly effective counter-insurgen-
¢y war in Namibiz is because the war was in
fact carried lock, stock and barrel into the
neighbouring country supporting Swapo.

By the same logic if Souih Africa were to
withdraw ‘-om Narmbia the war nught one day
have to be carried into Nanubia if one was to
prevent insurgency nto South Alriea itself,

As Lientenant-General Denis Earp, former
Chief of the South African Air Force, has ob-
served: don't get too optimistic over the Ango-
lan talks What he appears to be signalling 15
that regardless of the diplomatic small print
the South African army has little intention of
abandoning Namibia lightly.

k&zc S0 We eome again to the analogy with
Dien Bien Phy,

Although SADF tactical specialists will have
it that Chite was never a decisive objective
there can be little doubt that capturing this
Strategic town would have heen a significant
gain.

Indeed, it would have changed the face of the
Angolan war allowing the consolidation of Un-
ita advances and giving Savimbi the option of
declaring a “"UDI” for the southern portion of
the country,

Now that option is no more.

One of the most interesting statements on the
whole Angolan episode was made last week by
Mr Vladilen Vassif, head of the Southern Afriea
Department in the Soviet Foreign Ministry who
said the Angolan governement would not accept

=

Defence again highlighted the extraordi-
nary victories of the compined South Afri-
can forces -— which never numbered more
than 3 000 Ireops — and the Unitg forces,
in which the Fapla ‘Cuban losses totalled
between 7000 and 10 000 casualties,

“Thirty-one South Africa troops were
Ekilled in these actions.

IC 8pot - &

"-any -involvement of Unita in ag -international
=Stitlement. “They consider this an internal af-
" fair,” he said.

“Inside Angola, they wili have to dea] with
Unita — they have found ways in the past of
dealing with the FNLA — | wonld say they will
solve their problems with Unita.”

There can be no doubt that post-Cuito and
with Seuth Afriea effectively out of Angola, Un-
ita will find it much more difficnlt to insist on a
far deal with Luanda,

On the cortrary, Savimbi's men are likely to
be reduced to shadowy equvalents of the Mo-
zambique resistapce movement, intermittently
Supplied with weapons from Zaire from a dwin-
dhing US stockpile, and resorting to ever more
cruel methods to cow the local populations.

.M\mmmm. made another point which will have
& definite bearing on South African percep-
tions of Angolan intentions,

He said the time scale of the South African
withdrawal from Namibiz would not be sypeh-
romsed with that of the Cubap forees from An-
gola as the South Afric s wanted. “Linkage
pure and simple is not ac, eptable to the Ango-
lans,” he said, adding that whereas the UN plan
for Namibia foresaw a South African withdraw-
al from Namihia — and thereby ont of range of
Angela — in seven to 19 months, Luanda sees
the need for Cuban treops staying on for 48
months for its own security.

There is no knowing how much truth there is
to the story dong the rounds that 10-15 000 Cy-
bans are in the Process of acquiring Angolan
citizenship, but this could be an additional com-
plicating factor,

In any event, ang given the lengthy time-
scale anticipated for a withdrawal from Angola
of the Bulk of Castro’s forces, one can readily
see that the MPLA would not wish its Cuban
palace guard to cease tg periorm 1ts vseful role
until Unita had beep decapitated and Savimbi's
head consigned to an obscure governorship in

It is the question of who guards the guards
that will exercise the South African army who
will correetly recogmse that the foregeing de-
velopment, if it occurs, would be exploited by
Swapo to the hilt. Thus We come again to the
role of international propaganda and its effect
on the South African generais,

“In Parliament both the Mipister of De-
fence and the Minister of Foreign Affairs
agreed on all points eoncerning SWA/Na-
mibia and the Angolan policy,

“This entire story is a typical example
of how a commentator can become an un-
witting teol in the Marxists’ disinformation
campaign.”




FIDEL Castro will take his boys home from Angola if and

when he feels the time is right — and not simply because the
Soviets want him to do so.

This is the view of Western
analysts who have heen moni-
toring Cuba’s role in Africa
for years, and who came to
the conclusion long ago that it
is wrong to see & master-pup-
pet relationship between Mos-
cow and Havana.

There is evidence, provided
by a top-ranking Soviet diplo-
~mat who defected to the US,
that the idea of launching a
large-scale military operation
in Angola came from Havana
in the first place.

Home .

The Cubans are miot simply
mercenaries sent in to do the
Soviet Union’s dirty work, say
the m:_m_wmﬁ,m. They had their
own reasens for wanting to be
in Angola in 1976 — reasons

ternational presfige and

i

. Now, 13 years Eftér eross:

,.,mu_m.z.w,bzmum?%..ammno..
L T e v

- mostly tied to a desire forin-.

Third World leadetship. . -

A

more or less achieving their
aims at the cost of many
dead and seriously jeopardis-
ing whatever hopes they had
of improving relations with
the US, there are signs that
the Cubans may be ready at
last to take their troops
home.

One reason is that the US
may have a liberal Democrat
as President next year. This
affords President Castro an
opportunity to do what his
strained “economy needs des-
perately - renew trading ties
with the US and get his hands
on some Yankee dollars.

3

But naoi even a liberal
Democrat=like. Mr Michael
Dukakis will make a deal
with Castro, not even with the
Rev Jesse Jackson at his
ghonlder, unless there are

-gome dramatic changes of be-

haviour in Havana, and an
end toCuban foreign adven-

“

turism could be one of those
changes.

There are other incentives.
The Angola adventure has
lasted far longer than the Cu-
bans calculated — long
enough to be embarrassing to
African leaders.

There is pressure on tke
Cubans and their MPLA cli-
ents in Luanda to get on with
negotiations with South Afri-
ca and the US so that foreign -
troops can finally leave Afri-
can territory.

Humiliated

Military service in Angola
is not popular among the Cu-
bans, even though they have -
been remarkably durable un-

der difficult conditions..In ad-

young men are being exposed

cut and ruan.

&
)
&
=

to Aids and other diseases
_that they will bring back to

But Castro cannot afford to
He was humiliat-
ed when the Americans threw
his forces off;the Carribbean
dition to the danger and dis- = island of Grenada in 1983. He
comfort for the troops, there ~-‘does not want to be humiliat-
are fears at home that their > ed again in Angola where he
has shown himself ready and

v

Washington Bureau
assesses the Cuban-

7
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able to stand vp to the wicked
South African gringos.

Thus he needs to be able to
leave Angola with a sense of
mission. accomplished and not
in defeat.

This need provides South
Africah. negotiatois with an
additionat test of their skill if
they are genuine about seek-

"y

SRR

ing a peaceful end to the
complex Angola-Namibia di-
lemma. A way must be found
for all the parties to disen-
gage with honour.

The Marxist MPLA regime
is not making it easy. By re-
fusing to c¢oime to terms with
Unita leader Dr 'Jonas Sa-
vimbi, and by adhering to

their pattern of displaying in-
creased hombast in the wake
of even modest military
gains, they are making it dif-
ficult for their Cuban com-
rades to negotiate themgelves
out of the Africanmimorass.

Moscow

At this week's summit in
Moscow, General Secretary
Mikhail Gorbachev signalled
his readiness to support a
peace initiative for Angola.
Apart from setting an arhi-
trary date for a settlement, it
was a non-specific commit-
ment — but it did send a mes-
_sage to both Havana and Lu-
anda that the Soviets want
the unwinnable war in Angola
to end,

It is possible that the Cu-
bans may respond by with-
drawing their troops at & rate
that is acceptable to South
Africa but declare their ongo-
ing solidarity with Africa by
dispatching doctors, nurses,
teachers and other social ser-
vice workers. That would be
an invasion that nobody could
find ohjectionable.
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THE ' build-up of military

forces in south ‘Angola has

taken another sinister turn
with weekend reports that
Soviet and Kast German
gpecialist troops have
l\})peamd near the SWA-
amibian border.

An SADF spokesman yes-
terday claimed Cuban and
Angolan forces had moved to
the Ruacana hydro-electric
scheme close to the horder
and could threaten water and

power supplies to Namibia. -

Intelligence sources said
Russian Speznatz soldiers or
East German Special Forces
were deployed at Umfilo,
about 40km from the Nami-
bian border — reportedly for
“speclal tasks™,

It was also claimed that

By DE WET POTGIETER
and LESTER VENTER

and artillery have been spot-
ted moving south.

The reports have lncreased
speculation in South Afrlcan
and US quarters that Cuba's
President Fidel Castro may
be the “wild card” in the
tense search for a peace for-
mula in the region.

Diplomats are anxiousl
waiting to see how mue
muscle Mikhail Gorbachey
can bring to bear on the head
of the Russian client state.

In Moscow this week, Mr

Gorbachev and US President
Ronald Reagan endorsed a
Septernber 28 target to get a
seftlement under way — but
in Havana, Mr Castro virtu-
" ally dared South Africa to re-
newed battle.

Minister of Defence Gen-
eral Magnus Malan warned

again this week that the situ-
a ton in the Cunene province

-was 80 dangerous that “a

spark could zet off a fire".

@ South Africa has sug-
E’ested Luanda, Cape Town or

retoria as the venue for the
next round of talks on an An-
golan settlement.

more Cuban reinforcements
had arrived at the Angolan
ort of Namibe, 8ossib1y

reray e ey e e e

rom Nicaragua. Various . 2
Soviet and Cubggm ships were By MANDY JEAN WOODS said the SABC }
-in Namibe last month off- | THE news at six was full of tricks last night. the necessary §
loading armaments. Startled listeners to the SABC English ra- i Lornen oo
Latest indications are that | dio service heard newsreader Tim Conroy problem. &
'| several south Angolan towns | sherr...sherr... searching for his words a “There were
'l have been re-oecupied by Cu- numher of times as he stumbled through the

sentences, He |
words and apol{
takes.” Last n
reached for cor

ban and Angolan forces and
| that tanks (inclqdin% the T82),
| armoured personnel carriers

bulletin.

The SABC confirmed there was “a prob-
lem”. Medla spokesman Dirk Labusehagne
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THE United States and
the Soviet Union favour &
target date of Sep-
tembper 29 for settling the
;I)\}'oblems of Angola and

amibia, a senior US offi-
cial said this weekK.

The official said this
emerged from lengthy
talks between US Assis-
tant Secretary of State
Chester Crocker and Sovi-
et Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter .Anatoly Adamishin
duging..t)be Moscow super-
power summit.

“The *-two - sides here
were able to indicate their
support for establishing
September 29, 1088...a
target for resolving out-
standing differences”, said

—_——

Question hangs over'

Cuban,

the official, who briefed re-
porters on condition he was
not named.

The date is the 10th an-
niversary of United Na-
tions Security Council
Resolution 435  which
called for independence for
Namibia. South Africa has
continued fo rule the terri-
tory in defiance of the reso-
lution.

Pretoria has said it
would grant independence

to Namibia provided

Abgs - (A
peace

SA co-operation

40 000 Cuban troops sup-
porting the Angolan gov-
ernment against SA
backed rebels are with-
drawn from Angola.

“We agreed that it
would be useful to register
the agreement on the tar-
get date, which is what I'm
doing at the moment,” the
official said.

The official said there
had been significant new
momentum in tackling the
Angola-Namibia problem

in recent months.

Last month, * Crocker
chaired a meeting in Lon-
don of Angolan, SA, Cu-
ban and US officials, the
first time the four parties
had sat down together
since civil war broke out.

The meeting was fol-
Jowed by Angolan-SA taiks
in Brazzaville later in the
month.

The projected deal
would also involve the
withdrawal of SA troops

fighting alongside the re-
] bel Unita movement.

| The US official said:
“There are important re-
maining differences
. but you can conclude
there is a sharcd US-Soviet
befief that the problem
should be solved.

The official said, the’ su-

perpowers  Agrec that
I there should be:dhi early
follow-up meeting.,. Other

US officials said;the four
parties who were @ lie
London talks were gxpect- 1,
ed to meet P_ggjp.' :
Although the’f#iSoviet
Union did not take.part in
the talks, it su pligz’w‘eq.p;
ons used by the Angolars
and Cubans. Crocker has
met Adamishin’;;iseveral
times in recent moitths to
discuss the Southern
Africw situations ;o s,
Officials say:the .mam |
outstanding prqb‘eirj},ﬁ_hg,
timetable for {the Ciiban |
1 withdrawal.
Some US,
also said privately .tha
| there was a qiiestion riark |
' hanging over Sd“th;AfE'. i
ca’s willingness to coricede
full independence to. Ne-
| mibia. )

J——

ottt have

e

'

H e




!

%‘%ﬁ’]llﬂ“ﬁ%%@ W luty s 1088 11
AR T T

&.,;{«Ez . J:"
R

¥ Y .ba
¥ !

CUITO CUANAVALE. - Somewhere
“v% | in the smouldering ruins of the key A

* § town of Cuito Cuanavale lic buried the
hopes of the Pretona-backed Unita
forees for a decisive victory in the long

whose las! name is on nssumed nwhe meaning
"do not wanl" - do not want colanialism, con-
flict and llcgal snvasiom, he explained.

Wilh Pretona designs thwarled at Cuito, new
fronts are epering i the north and centre of
Angola ms the US upgrades s support [ur

i ¢

What's happening on the -
Angolan-Namiblan hor- .
der? Profotia says it can .

» Hold dry
URITA

- Angolan war. 3 Unita in Zaire .
Vit Since January artillery has hammered the haf}dle ﬂze CUban rroo’} Reports now sugpesi that Savimhi’s head-
N town, but all signs indrcate that the fourth bu’ d'upmem- But What‘f LIANDA quarters at Jamba, near the Namitnan border, are
Lo~ o N N of th 81980 i Angola has b AmEH'ca ki moves Un"ta H“m""""" being dismantled end shifted north to the town
1 alfgai];:::& ol the 5 m B as boen north a% J‘GPOHS Sl - h of Quimbele, 2 slone’s throw from the Zaitean
- L ¥ . P . 3 Novo bonler.
';r i Toduay in Cuito there are only detachments ol ® gest, fhlf§ remowng the - ""'ﬁ-?aﬁﬁf 1f the reports are true, Umita's dependence on
\ ﬁ:]gﬁ;?&gdmi:b;[‘xsz]sﬂt;ﬂxg:gﬂuﬁa@' “H]p" South Afnica wall be reduced aned the msurgency
vl v ar H 4 i will come increasimply upder Waslungton's
i base a1 Menongue, 280 kms to the northwest, reparﬂng” SA troop “ wing. The repercussions of tis are nuny and

movements _.make,. the...

" Al eivilians have been evacuated. Cutl 2
he_ | picture - fess #oclear.”

yichsters of mud huts have been shandoned. The 1 0 -
- r‘maizéystaks, on the.small plots beside.thenT e, JEHEMY%} © HARDING "Ml %
- gives a different view. ;
¥ e p

*feomplex, Wilhout Umitn as a stalkieg-herse,
toria ¢ould fzce huge nulilary probloms in
shibe now well-defended south.

Major battaraga:
for months K

uifer? Severe curbs on u‘
I

withered 'u‘:Ld bent. But Cuito Coanavale has .
~ beem held, e :-::hn A "jvi ].._{' 4..4‘:;::’

g
A massive bunld-up of Cuban toops has e
curred 10 the wast of Cutto Cusnavale in

Tt 1s &' vita¥ southern garrison town for An-
gotan'government forces (Fapla), backed by an
estimated 40 000 Cuban troops and Soviet ad-
visers in their gruelling war sgainst Jonas
Savimbi's rebel Unita movement and South
Afriea, who bave fought together since 1975,

Dry season offensives

The airstrip at Cuito is crucial to Fapla's air
force, and the town itsell has served as a major
staging post for dry scason offensives against
Unita.

The latest confrontation began in 1987 when
& Fapla offensive fasled to take Mavinga - a
Unita strenghold 240 kens east of Cuito - be-
fore the rains set in. By October Unita and the
South Africans were advancing west of Mavin-
g2 int a major counter-offensive aimed at Cuito.

Today the bridge below the town is & good
place to gauge the accuracy mobile cannons -
and 10 grasp what the troops defending Cuito
have had to endure since the battle began,

Lt-Col Joao Baptista Ngueto, commander of
Fapla's 6th Military Region, took us to the
bridge. We left the town by z steep dirt road
which stopped on the Curlo River. It was mid-
afternoon. The sun was siill hegh and a bright
glaze rose from the plain beyand the bndge.

The wreck of an old iron pontoen lay beached
in the water. In 1ts place a wooden bridge has
been put up. A detachment of Cuban and An-
golan soldiers were crossing from the other
side, where positions were established well
forward of the town following a clash in March
which led to high Unita losses and the capture
of five armoured vehicles,

Afier a fow manutes at the bnidge, Ngueto or-
dered us to return to the open truck and the ar-
meured personnel camrier which had brought us
down

The drivers were running thewr engines when
the first 155 mm shell threw up a geyser of
grey dirt less than 20 memes from the bridge
and 60 metres from the vehicles. Right on tar-
get, at must have sunk decp n the mud by the
riverbank or there would have been dozens of
casnaliics, ~

As the vehicles drove at breakneck specd to-
wards the town, another shell exploded behind
us and a third fall w our left

" The drivers stopped at the top of the road be-
yond the stricken 1own. Two minor casualiies
and a third appalling wnjury had teen caused by
the first blast. . .

A young Angolan regular had taken a large
piece of shraprel above the hip. Most of the
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Orphan of war. This child was picked up in the bush after a
Unita attack and taken to Cuito Hospital by Cuban troops.

blood had drained from his body on to the floor
of the armoured cpmrier. He lay shemped on the
oulside of the vehicle with his body across one
of the hatches.

Al the erest of the road above Cuilo there was
o long delay while the wounded received trans-
fusions at a nearby field climic. Finally we ap-
proached the helicopters - a Hind gunship and
an armed treop caryier - perched in the road,

The: worst casualty was carried on board on a
stretcher. As the helicopler grazed the trectops.

tape from the top of the cabin Slowly the
signs of ife - and withering pain - began to
show in the soldier's inert body.

As the sun sct over the bush of Cuande
Cubango provinee. the helicopters juddered
down to the ajrstrip at Menongue and the
wounded soldier was rushed off for further
treatment. Two days later in the capital, Luan-
da, I heard he had survived,

Nobody in Angola knows when this ugly war
will end. "We have not had a frunute of peace
since independence in 1975," said Ngueto,

Cuncne snd Nambe provinces. Cuban troops,
accompanied by pucrilia’ umits of the South
West Afncan People's Organisation (Swepo),
are now quite close 10 the Namibian border.

South African losses

Such circumstances could make the eontinu-
ing occupauon of southem Angoja untenablo
for Sowvth Africa, Mounung white South
Africon Fosses have alroady made the war un-
popular and could be hugely inereased wathout
Unita to bear the brunt. This, in tum, would
complicate Pretorin’s conunued occupation of
Nanubin

But what docs Washington have 1 mind by
moving Unita north? The US is keen to see a
regional seltlement, Its policy of "construzcuve
engagement” has yielded few results and tse
time 15 npht for a hold gambit beloze the end of
the Reagan admmstration’s lerm of office The
military jeolation of South Africa i southern
Angola gppears to fit the il

At the same tume, ckser control of Umitn i
ne way jeopardises Wachington's primary ub
jectiver Lo gel the Soviet Union and Cuba out
of Angola.

Indeed, 1t gives Washington a fallhack ngamst
1he breakslown of Lhe cumment lalks, suwe nma-
Jor imsurgency funded trough Zare 15 a Je-
pendable long-term counter tw Uie Sovict and
Cuban presence

High-stakes gamble

Even so, the move remamns a high-stakes
gamble - and the superpowers’ poker kzble in
southern Africa is already groaning under a pile
of thips representng large sums of money and
thousands of lives.

For if Namibian independence fals in maten-
alise and the Angolan gevernment is feft de-
fending two broed fronts - one (o the north. the
other 1o the south - 11s only viable options will
be to canvass more support fiom the Cubans er
negoliale with Umta,

Talks with Unita, however, are hughly un-
likely for as long as the shppery Jonas Savim.
bi remains m charge of the rebel movement and
South Afnca stays 1n Nasmbia.

That leaves the option of more Cubuns - o
possibility which costs the Soviet Univn very
little and which M:khail Gorbachev would
probably be obliged 1o eccept,

Despile the manoeuvring, the underlying re-
alities of the war reman unchanged- Those who
believe there can be no peace m Angula
without Nasubian independence remain as cor-
rect leday os always. And otliers who argue tiin]
the key 10 latbng peace m the region is the
demise of apartheid are on largel, ar usual.
GEMINI NEWS
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tell Cubati’
Quit Angola’

" Own 'Cnrrespondent
LONDON. _ p¢ Soviet Unjon hag agreed to tell
Cuba to withdraw jtg troops from Angola, according
to British ang Us diplomats,

The diplomats gajg President Reagap, and Mrs
Thatcher are convinced after last weelk’s suminit
that by agreeing to a target date ofSepten;ber 29 for
an Angolan beace deal, the Soviet Union s commit-

ted o pressurizing jts allies to accept necessary
compromises,
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] et S\ why SA shifted its stance on g
mﬁu.m.EQ.HmEJEF.ﬁEmmom!wmwbﬁnmn‘.u%ow.E Angola

o uﬁm.m.,ﬁmaﬁe..mﬂ%» thezend of last year, a major offen- Unita/South Africa ﬁnﬁam mn: moﬂ_%om%mmwmmhwﬁw
.‘bm..wmnmﬁ_wmmmwzoqmawmm...me_mmﬁ year, Defence '/sive was_launched . by-the SA/Unita alliance and soon became m%mﬂmﬂm. t %mu s otory mnw._.mnmnm
Minister ...m_,_nwpamuma.sﬂm.‘wmuon& as saying that |-there “were :reports .of the Soviet/Cuban/Angolan - reality. Indeed, Soy i

" d according to
mn‘"wm,mmnmuummoamﬁ.mmmummmmou.ﬁrmum Were only two.: front haying-been given a bloody nose. But the the place to u.w.m@ cmo%ém%ﬁ%mﬂnmmm him the %_E.
Touaonw,.wm_m,mﬁ.gm USSR or.capitulate”. .| progress and victory which the readers of South Unita leader onas MmB_umEm There was a stalo.
I ‘..H_nw.mqw.m.,?mu_mnm:mmm,“ white South Africans un, | “African newspapers-were expecting did not materi. M%M Was not winning the "
-derstood. It wag the language of the total strategy to alise, . . . . : i ili terms
w counter: the total oumumuwwwwﬁmm Russians were mwB- Instead,~what _started emerging in snippets.. of The CoSts in uﬁwww. m,n_w H%“W% m%.m.m”wwwm@ Ango-
“ing-in behind the Angolan/Cuban front and South pews wasthat the.battles were not going 50 well. was becoming mm._ ; lear victor would emetge
A Tica wasengaged in forwarg defence, . . White South. African soldiers were being killed in  Ja. It was clear that no ¢
Now:;

Widimere eight months later there is a SUper-  increasing numbers (at least 38). An implication of via this route.
‘Power aceord to-achieve ‘Russian, Cuban and South i this was that the losses among black soldiers used

. POLICY CHANGE BY SOVIETS
Afriean withdrawal from the region, There is even , the SADF must have been significantly higher, . lopment which helps ex.
' mention of Septermber as 2 targes date forthe com- | No mention was ever made of the wounded who u_mw_mwmnﬂ.w major developt emta el felps ex
o el s the volse face.tobe - must pavie Seen many. i change in the Soviet Union,
;explained? . IR E Other faétors also became apparent. South Africa Hamz.m Face of dire Internal economic pressures,

' -First, there wag a major. shift in the balance of no longer had control of the air, Planes were being First Secretary Mikhai] Giorpacpor g LreSires
-military.- power. No longer did.South Africa and the  lost. Foreign mediamentioried the loss of three jets, back on defence expenditers pog oy occided i o
Il.llll’.,c_snm il DT have eas nonmum:nm o asm%mﬂ _._h_,om dw.mm—.mww% om%%w mmwwwﬂwﬂwmw%%ﬁm. a bles to internal uses, To this end he sought to limit

S i - - lr —

olitical friction and arms racing with the US, he The Star Monday June 6 71988 9
1y

: i Afghanistan and he "
i d the Soviet Union from T Ise. . . m——
MM_MMMW »mu limit Soviet defence noﬂm%nwﬁmwwmﬁm ent of an independen country” in south-easterp -
where in the world — in Angola and Mozan K & Jngola. He éven appointed a Cabinet. What is that

mple. “which has “eountry” doing now? What role will’it play.in the :
mow.www«_ﬂ% development oouomww%wwoﬁmww Mﬂw mili- negotiations? o PR .. |
been aiding cn_wﬂmowhwwomw_ assistance. The .nEw.m . @Second, m.oummma Minister Pjk Botha and’ !
tary, hardware ar d South Africa are making i the Defence Force, General Jannie Geldenhy :
links between Unita an President Reagan to get stated that the current negotiations about th '
increasingly difficult wo_., hostile Democratic Con- of Angola are linked to the implementa UN. .
'such aid Bills n_:.ocﬂm w_._ tolerate US involvement Resolution 435 in Namibia, Yet the Un i \
gress. Congress wou Hw onflict in Africa, espécial- has Been Singularly quiet about thig wh :
in an escalating nmmm_onww Mﬁowﬂ surrogate. The US ing process. At what point will the U ) |
" ly on the Mamﬁmm cwmgw_mms from the region with hon- volved again? . o
wmw m ”ﬂmmwm . fions aanr all those ....ﬁwa, E_Mﬂ has um%mn@n to Swapo? Is it 8 amq__ |
are some pressing questio King: Involved in the future dealings cmws.amu Angola mza.m !
o watching this drama should be as m> Ml 1 South Africa. Will 2 dea] be struck in’which bun&mm
s_wmw%m what has happened fo Unita? ow %495. ceases to support Swapo in return for South’ Africa’s
wﬁ Savimbi was reported to have set up a g ceasing to support Unita? e 5

A

pect of a conventional war between Soith Africa
(backed by no state) and Angola (backed by a super.
as of politics (defended

What is encouraging in a1) this iszthat the ,u...mom.
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Cuban wit]

LONDON — THE Soviet Union has
agreed to tell Cuba to withdraw its
40 000 troops from Angola, British and
US diplomats here say.

: Botﬁ US President Ronald Reagan
and British Prime Minister Margaret

Thateher, they say, are convinced after
 Jast week’s summit that by agreeingtoa
tember 29 for an Ango- .

target date of Se
lan peace deal, the Soviet Union is com-
its allies to accept
necessary compromises.

These include shortening the time
frame for Cuban withdrawals —a major
stumbling block in peace talks so far.

A report from Washington last month
said Cuba had expanded its troop com-
mitment to Angola by up to 10 000 over
the past five months.

The sources add that while the Soviet
Union is not prepared to say se in public

et, it is also prepared to push the Ango-
an government into a deal with Unita.

DIANNA GAMES reports a spokes-
man for SA Defence Minister Magnus
Malan, asked if SA would be prepared to
go into Angoia to protect the Ruacana
nydro-electric scheme near the Nami-
bian border, said SA did not want war
and was not taking a provocative or
agressive posture.

The SADF first went into Angola in
1875 to protect the Ruacana scheme
from the Cubans. The SADF announced

Smgmf o1

mwafﬁ;

| MIKE ROBERTSON |

over the weekend that Cuban and Ange-
lan forces had moved to the scheme and
had occupied several towns in southern
Angola.

Cuban forces were reported to be
40km frem the border. The spokesman,
D Herbst, said it was impossible to say
whether the Cubans woulg eross the bor-
der into Namibia but SA was watching
the situation closely and was “always
prepared for any developments”.

Although the UK government has
never formally accepted linkage be-
tween Cuban withdrawals and Nambian
independence, spokesman say Soviet
pressure to secure Cuban troop with-
drawals should ease the way for the
implementation of UN Resolution 435 on
Namibia,

However, even if a satisfactory
arrangement for Cuban withdrawal is
achieved, officials remain unconvinced
SA will implement Resolution 435.

They suspect the military will find
withdrawal from Namibia unaccept-
able. Foreign Minister Pik Botha’s int-
tial reaction to the setting of the Sep-
tember 29 target date has not eased
these suspicions.’

Professor Mike Hough of Pretoria

@ To Page 2 :>

.“l

Soviet pressure

‘powet in the Angola talks.
Tt could also be seen as

" stdtes”, he said.

the-Cubans were oply about 40

-

thé'Namibian border, “I don’t

L n by "
Uniyersity’s Tustitute for Strategic Stud-
ies gaid the show of strength by »the
“Cubans*in southern Angola would®eh:
*hance” the Soviet Union's barga:u;\iq‘g “iﬁiﬁ
e A G

g s Cuban leader first time in regard to Angola,
- Fidel Castro’s “last ditch attempt to de-

“fend his image in the eyes of African Soviet Union deputy foreign minister

M s . ‘E; ' L e M s :
" Hough said despite SADF rep}’?fm: that; if there was no seitlement in Namibiah
Egﬁygg;ﬁ*ﬂoﬂbtefl if any settlement ini;the region
chance ' 6f a Cuban offensive Over the
border, it would be total war if they do”.
Political analysts in London point out
that if the Soviets did exert pressure and ments.

“on Cuba.to.withdraw
. A £ A R
@3]}%%%@

ESK stil

@ From ‘Faﬁa 1

e

, Préfdria wpuld come under unpre-
ndeéntéd diplomatic pressure. For the

Anatoly Adamishin said at the weekend

‘could be reached. Ligsus: w ad Blus
" An SADF s okesmgﬁ, agkea % com-
ment on-Hough's agsessment, said he had
nothing further to add to:previdiis state-

S anidwul. SRR

e V% a0 eig By, L
fd_fggg'g&,i‘ts, ‘}l;eels on. Resolution

it yould
be ranged against both superpowers.: '




e ——

PW must solve Namibian
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REGIONAL talks on Angola
and Namibia could be in jeopar-
dy if President PW Botha fails
to address the crisis between
himself and Namibia’s interim
Cabinet, Namibian ‘Minister
Fanuel Kozonguizi has told
Business Day.

Kozongnizi said this was because
there were grave fears in the Cabi-
net that-the sweeping new powers
Botha recently granted to the terri-
tory’s Administrator-General
Louis Pienaar would lead to the
efféctive banning of Swapo.

«Tt will be political suicide for all
concerned if they ban Swapo and
Swapo media in the é)resent cli-
mate,” Kozonguizi said.

The proposed regiopal talks —
which follow recent discussions on
the region in London, Brazzaville

‘Angolan

talks ‘1n

Cabiiiet crisis

e

nhead il

pPOMINIQUE GILBERT I

r

and at the Moscow summit — re-
volve around a settlement in Ango-
la and are linked to the implemen-
tation of UN Resoluiion 435 in
Namibia, he said. There could be no
implementation of 435 without
Swapo’s involvement. If the organi-
sation was banned, settlement
talks would be futile.

Swapo ‘no problem’

After the April meeting between
Botha and the Cabinet in Windhoek,
Botha instructed the Cabinet to
“act effectively against any organi-
sations which use violence to pro-
mote their political aims”. Kozon-
guizi said otha had given the
Cabinet until this Friday to inform
him what action it intended taking.

Namibian

jeopardy’ |

o iae TFTapmr—

|

“Quite frankly Swapo is no prob-
lem to us,” Kozonguizi said. It oper-
ated freely in the south. In the north
it operated under a state of emer-
gency and was virtuaily banned.

He would not speculate on what
stance the Cabinet would take.
However, he anticipated the out-
come might result in the AG using
his new powers to place restric-
tions on Swapo and to ban a local
Swapo-supporting newspaper The
Namibian.

Kozonguizi admitted the Botha-
Cabinet squabble would became ir-
relevant if regional talks succeed-
ed in coming up with a settlement.

But he warned the Angolans
would not let Swapo down and,
Swapo’s continued existence Wwas
one of the core issues involved in
the Cabinet’s squabble with Botha.
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LUnita said to be moving main bases t

LUSAKA.— Unita rebels, with Unifed
Istates help, were last night reported to
\\ebe moving their main bases to Zaire in

preparation for a thrust at Angola’s .

northern economic heartland — a
move that could distance Unita from
{4 Squth Africa and bolster its claims to a
place in peace negotiations.
Tension mounted along the border

Tk T g LD 4
B g #, gy

BT
o Zaire
between Namibia and Angola yester-
day as the SA Defence Force detailed
foreign troop movements. ,

The Angolan ambassador in Lusaka,
Mr Luis Neto Kiambata, said US air-
craft were ferrying Unita equipment
from its headquarters at Jamba, in

south-east Angola, to areas in Zai
the border with northern Angola( fal )
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By TOS WENTZEL
Political Correspondent

A CALL-UP of certain Citizen Force units as ‘
part of precautions against Cuban iroop move-
ments in southern Angola is being considered.

Military sources today com-
firmed the possibility of such a
move. They said this would
mainly be part of the Defence
Foree’s strategy of being pre-
pared for all contingencies. '

The military, including the

i

agnus: Malan; havis: recently
_plaved-dowir s irestions:that
Sputit-Afriva-Has aggressive -
tentions in” Ahgola.™

'One source said teday that
sthe SADF had regular call-up
programmes and that some of
them might be due now.

Meanwhile, Sapa-Reuter re-
poris from Lusaka that a se-
_nior Angolan diplomat has
claimed that Unita rebels, with

I\I\E;istergrogﬁnef‘ ceiGenesal
=

United States help, are moving
their main bases to Zaire in
| preparation for a thrust at An-
gola’s northern economic
heartland.
Biﬁ airlift L
¢ Angolan ambassador In
Lusaka, Mr Luis Neto Kiam-
pata, said that US aircraft
}fvere ferryiilg Unzlta eqltipment
rom rebel headquarters a
Jamba, in south-east Angola, to Ug py‘essure' .
areas in Zaire on the border Mr Kiambata said that “the
with northern Angola. g;&hgd S&:itz-; Is pressing Unita
. - ou rica to dismantle
There was no unmeddlate Jamba and all the Unita equip-
ggly to c‘{ erllfy !t,::e ieporte dg'e- ment is being itransferred to
re-deployment — a {is- Zaire ... It is being done now”.

tance of about 1300 km in a ]
straight line and much farther He said the rebels hoped to
by the roundabout route set up a new base in Quimbele
_through Zaire. tl;latthwoulnisk dlrelct,ly dt;u-eaten
1f confirmed it would repre- Tields ame ngola’s diamond
: o s and oil wells, the main
sent a major political as well source of the coantry’s wealth,

as military move, taking Dr A
Jonas Savimbi’s pro-Western Dr Savimbi’s present head-
quarters at Jamba is on the

movement out of the shadow of . p | L
-its main sponsor, South ggfrifa;, b%ﬁgeﬁémlbﬂ @_b,o‘lilt
in an apparent effort to bolster: VE300 Krppgoptazeaskyor Luanda
PP : d_about-the:same. distance

its claims to a place in current - I ek
peace negotiations. , WUW?HCE%'F

P ‘ 4 Tidison;"Abel Chivukuvuky,

one of several Unita officials in

the' Portuguese capital, said the

rebels had no intention of mov-.

ing théir main base to Zaire or |

. setting up bases outside

Angola.
 “Our. main*base is and will
- remain in Jamba. We do not in-
tend setting up bases outside
. Angola,” he said.
- He confirmed that Unita
"'hoped to expand its activities
in northern Angola but said no
i big-cross-border operation was
. involved. -




Malan likely to act as Cubans mass troops.

35
Y

Ci
orce

i, "
R

e

o

By David Braun,
Political Correspondent.. .

Cape Town -

' A special call-up of certain Citizen Force units is
being considered by the Government in; the face of

- the:continuing build-up of Cuban forces'in southern

CAngola:

e escalation of tension'in/the'region appears to be
reflected in new setbacks to péace talks. '

" 'Phénéxt round of negotiatiohs between South Africa, Cuba,
Angola and the United States, scheduled to take place in
Brazzaville this month, has foundered, and now there is no
venue or date for further talks.

Defence sources said today any call-ups should be seen in the
light of Defence Minister General Magnus Malan’s assurances that
South Africa would always be prepared in situations such as the one
now developing in the region.

It was distinctly possible that one or more Citizen Force units
might be called up, but this would “totally correspond with the
Defence policy of being prepared”, one source said.

N “Tl_lg Defence Force would never be caught with its pants down,”
e said. |

“This does not mean Scuth Africa is taking an aggressive pos-
ture, but it does mean that it is absolutely necessary that precau-
tionary steps be taken.”

'\‘;;l

- '?‘n.‘." !

-

"Cuban reinforcements

The Defence Force announced at the weekend that further Cuban

i‘einforcements had arrived at the port of Namibe in southern Ango-
a.

Soldiers in strange uniforms, presumably Cubans, had been spot-
ted within 10 km of the Ruacat water scheme on the border be-
tween Angola and Namibia. "

Whites “with long hair” h

: 1ad also beeri"%éeg aboiit 40 km, from the
border, an indication of either Russians or East Géfmans with spe- |.
cial tasks. L oo

Military sources said last-week:it:appeared that Cuba was build-
ing a defence “crescent” ranging from Mupa through Evale to Ongi-
va in ccentral southern Angola and then sweeping up'through Xan-
gongo and Humbe to Cahana. . .

An airfield announced by Cuba’s President Fidel Castro was be-
lieved to be about 80 km north-west of Xangongo.”

Dr Castro had referred to this as a front line, but South Africa
believed his intention was to create the infrastructure to provide
Swapo with an umbrella for attacks on Namibia. s

Cuba’s ‘continued aggressive posturing in southern Angola has
started to throw large guestion &=
marks,‘over-its sincerity in tak-

. ing.part;in regional peace:talks; -
_according: o South:African
soufces: Pl e

ﬁ,

Mot L '

One question being asked is
whether Cuba ever had any sin-
cerity in taking part in the talks,
when it must have been plan-
ning its major push to the south
of Angola for some time.

South Africa, having rejected
Paris as the venue for the next
round of talks, at the weekend
proposed that either Luanda,
Cape Town or Pretoria should
be the venue.

It is reported from London
that a spin-off of last week’s
Reagan-Gorbachev summit in
Moscow is that Western leaders
now believe the Soviet Union
will tell Ciuba to withdraw its
troops from Angola. .

The Observer quoted British
government sources as saying
Prime Minister Mrs Margaret
Thatcher and President Ronald
Reagan were confident this
would happen. .

The sources said Mr, Reagan
left Moscow “with the firm im-
pression that the Soviets are
ready to orchestrate the with-
drawal of tens of thousands of
proxy Cuban troops”, the news-

paper reported. . )

A British Foreign Office offi-
cial said: I think it could be
gaid from the tone of the discus-
sions in Moscow that we are
hopeful of progress on the Ango-
1an and Namibian issues.”

i




‘- By David Braun,
Political Correspondent

CAPE TOWN — Angola has now . |
proposed .three new alternative ™

venues for the next round of its,
talks with South Africa, Cuba:
'and the US over the Angola and
Namibian conflicts. ‘

According to diplomatic
sources these are the Cape
Verde Islands, Zambia or Zim-
habwe, '

South Africa today declined to
comment on the new venues, but
it is understood that counter- -
proposals, with four alternative
venues, have been made.

South Africa has argued that
‘there is no reason to renege on
an earlier agreement to'hold the
talks in Bragzzaville, Congo.
South Africa’s attitude was that
the talks should be in Africa be-
cause they dealt with African
problems being discussed by
African leaders,

South Africa then proposed

three African venues - Luanda,™ °

Cape Town or Pretoria. - -

Angola’s proposals ‘for Zam-
bia or Zimbahwe as venues are
believed to be unacceptable to
.| South Africa, which Is apparent-

ly not in favour of allowing ei-

D% ProposSe.
es for talk

ther Harard §f Lisaka to claim
any kudes for bringing off a
peace deal. '

Cape Verde may be a prob-
lem hecause of a lack of faeili-

.ties to accommodate the large

number of officials and journal-
ists. "

® Russia’s latest pronounce-
ments on the Angolan situation
have raised hopes.

Soviet Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Mr Anatoly Adamashin said
in an interview with The New
York Times thatgan internal

. gsettlement in Angola could be

reached, easily once.South Afri
can 'troops had -backed off and
Cuban troops had withdrawn. ..

Senior South African;sources
today said“if this was Russia’s
attitude towards.the withdrawal
of Cuban troops, it would be a
decisive breakthrough, - .. .

Attempts were being made
today to verify the accuracy of
the interview. . b L
One senior, sourcersaid the
Adamishin interview would
have an extremely demoralising
effect on the Luanda govern-
ment and Swapo, because it
strongly implied the Cubans
would have to, go.




ngold, Zaite security talks

LUSAKA — Senior defence officials ftom’ Angola an
Zaire began talks in’Luanda yesterddy dinied at im-

proving security along the 2600 km ¢ormmon border *

| between the two countries, Angolan state radio re- )
ported. @

The talks followed accusations by &ngolan officia14
that Zairean President Mobutuy Sese Seko’s 'govern-/
ment was supporting Angolan Utiitd .rebels in theirJ/
fight to topple the Angolan government, &

Zaire has denied Angolan allegations that it is pro-
viding bases and support - for the Unita rebels to
launeh attacks across the border. — Sapa-Reuter.
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Demoralising

African sources: said
togg; tt,lll:at if the Russian states
ment linking South African and
Cuban withdrawal were true
then there was a decisive
preakthrough”. oday 2l

th Africa was today &
tef’:?:ting to verify the state-

" ment made by Mr Adamishin.
| * The sources said South Afri-
ca had always maintained tha‘i
there could only be nationa
reconciliation 11 Angola once
a1} foreign troops had with-

drawn. ' .
«All this seems 0 be m,a’phed

in the Russian statement.”
They claimed the Russian
statement would have a de-

moralising effect ob Angolan

| President Jose Eduardo dos
| Santos and on Swapo.
17, ‘@See page 6
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\ RUSSIA" has brought-a new

mood of optimism to the
stalled Angolan-peace talks
but-haggling over the venue
for the next-round contin-

ek ity Al

i N i N S
ez Soviet Deputy, Eoreign Minis-
rtey, Mr Anatoly—é—éda’mishin,
fold the New_ York Times yes-
it -rday that Angolan:reconcilia-
tfon could be achieved easily
/.gnce South Africa backed off
».and Cuban troops were With-
drawn.

{7\ Senior South African sources
_;&s%iq today that if Russian
"staternents agreeing to a with-
~drawal of all foreign forces,
- Ciiban and South African, were
“tilie it was a “decisive break-
thiough”, o
- ﬁsﬁ'ﬁhe ‘Soviet” offer reportedly
emérged in an interview in
Moscow with Deputy Foreigh
'Minigter Anatoly, Adamishin,

the Kremlin's top official on.
Africa; His' statements added
. definition to‘avague offer last .
_ week’ by ‘Soviet leader  Mikhail
" Gorbachev- to join the US in
. working: for ‘settlements in re-.
5 gional troublespots.

- Mr, Gor

~ence {o:the Angolan issue., .~

¥ M, AdamiShin shid peace'd
‘ot higfge on ‘an-end. to,;US raid,
o, Uita. The US has-bgen sup-
;plying “saphisticated . wedpons "
‘to Dr Jonas' Savimbi's rebels
since early 1986.

However, Mr Adamishin
made it elear the Soviets would
not press the Angolan Govern-
ment into sharing power with

Unita.

South African sources
warned however that the ma-
jor threat to the peace talks re-
mained the Cuban build-up in
southern Angola,

"
5

According to diplomatic";‘

sources Angola has made a
new offer on a venue for the
talks but this had apparently
been rejected by South Afrjca.
Angola has recommended Cape
Verde, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
The South African Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs con-.
firmed that proposals had beeh
received, adding that “counter
proposals have been made”.

T oIS I9OHIed

'NO¥IWYD 30n34

\ . [ "l

Mr, Gorbachey’s Words were ||
. interpreted as a specific. refer- |,

s Mr/Adamishin “apparently’ |
perihis:country. |-
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» ||| tiations could be jeopardised. -

+ ||| with both sides urgingmore

peace process. All over i
. -T' i
wamm.ﬁowm mistrust munwwmww n does is
cit Mmmh_._o,m_ Sources said reports that
i e %H.nm (CF) units might be called
wb couldt mm a _mwwmoﬂ reassure right-wing
m:MmWow well in :Mm_.._rmn the Angolan
efence mwcwmms.m: dismi
wmmm.wm as “pure mcmnEm:oumu_mmmn the
to thy mmmmmmﬁ the SADF could go ove
to ov:w =mﬂwm.uwﬁ ai the moment it is .?mm
an o, ICa remains available,” he
Foreign Affairs
) : sources said i
Fc_wmuwwm Mmﬁﬁsm ﬁwnmnm by ﬁﬁm _ML_MW
) negotiation
allow time for a bom bailr s
greater Cuhan build-
In terms of the agreement wmwu__ﬂwma .ﬂw

Angola and SA at last month’s Brazza-

US confi

LONDON — US. diploniats; monitors . ="
vAngola, ‘have _confirmed SADF
claims of a build-up of heavily armed
Cuban troops in the south of the coun-

ost- . fheir proximity to

e

pnay

“HIKE ROBERTSON - - |

L1

the Namibian border”.

view.”

They said: “The way they are going
about troop movements does appear

{* “fhey fear that if this leads toa con- 0 be provocative from an SA

. quosﬁmmoa with SA troops, peace nego-

point of
w + of -noving into
.+ frontation does oceur,

While unable to confirm claims by
+ ‘southern’Angola.” -

Defence Minister Magnus Malan that

itses der ranged from 50km to 9km. -

Mulando and Cuvelai,

US confirms SADF’s Cuban claims

ployed, the officials said estimates o:
the Namibian bor:’,

Opefating from an area betwee!
they were -

“building airstrips in southern Angola
d for move-

They said the US had been in touch

talks,but 11000 Cuban froops had been. de-
la meeting thit-was supposed to have
1 litaken placé'thiswegkihadibeen:x
i || poned because ‘Bi-hr argument;abioutis

m.smng%@,o:cmsm

uﬁuﬁz

or to  and have the area covere

=

e -

+~“ment'south”
.in “major _anti-aircr
.*They said the Angolans now

- ability to control the airspace.

 The bfficials stressed they did not
" pelieve the Cubaps had any intention
Namibia. “If a con-
it will be in

Diplomati
ferday the

A”_ ® From Page 1 @/ﬁxﬁ/ﬁw

ville talks, the two c .
» ou
meet there again Ewmaﬁmw.amwm due to

th Wﬂﬂmmﬁm the SA government said at
on that %m.%%%m%nwow% iy uozed
had still to be amnamm :wm_m.» her venue

Helmoed Heitman, §
, SA-ba

mwm“_m_mwﬁo_mww .mm%m.m Ummmzcwmasﬁmumﬂw.

n advance was a Russian-
backed attem ¢ talks

! pt to delay the peace
...uuﬁuwm:mm.m .“wmmwnm %aﬁmmwnms%& m_mmﬂwm
R: e

military action mmmmam”ﬁm.m not o take

® Er Botha on poace talks — Page 5
® Commant — Page 4

mVUm claims - of Cuban build-up _H

..e_wm troops were moving
aft equipment”.
had the

.~ British~officials concurred, saying:
! whe ‘movement does not amount to
- preparations for a.push into Namibia.
o thirk that is foolish and does not
! pear any resemblance {0 reality.”

¢ sources in SA said yes-

suggestion that SA

W

as
i

SR

considering mobilising additional
troops had caused concern among
Western nations, who were question-
ing whether SA seriously wanted an

Angolan settlement. .
A senior diplomat said. “Up to this
point, we have regarded the various
moves in Angola, including the Cuban
drivesouthwards, asa build-up of pre-
negotiation positions. But if SA wasto
call up the troops, it would send a serl-

mm a danger-
would threaten the -

ous message to the world.
® «Jt would be regarded
ous move which

NAMIBIA

IBO
I /ws..hz_n

.mﬁan FION) KAEH

e map, %ums_.... from i

i
of n:_..m.-_ forces noim“"._.mm.mﬂhmhwﬂ.a
on of tha South Atri

» sShows the adv

! )
amibian horder and uno
cansg at Cuito € °
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%Mr Baderthorst

' Chumpagne for cheerful blood donors Mr Godfrey
has given 100 units since 1946 and Jacey 75.

Soi Mo N

Badenhorst and his wife, Jacey, of Discovery in Roodepoort.

© Picture by Karen Flatcher.
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olitical Corresponde(@
CAPE TOWN — The Government
.has.reacted angrily to the latest
threats by the African; National
+Congress  of  massive.. violence
against - the white community,
‘particnlarly white MPs, judges
. and“other legitimate targets for
attack and assassination”.
: ‘These threats, and threats to
disfupt the October municipal
elections, were made by various
{ANC’ leaders in interviews with
Mr -Michael Hornsby of & The
Times, London.. . - =

The Minister of Law and Order,
Mr Adriaan Viok, hit back yester-

day with a sirong counter-warn-

0 not *qndsereggmate
replies to

AR [ &

“Do not underestimate our

fist of iron/ We will not just sit

back and allow you to threaten or
endanger tbe lives of South Afri-
cans.” -

Mr Vlok said the report by Mr
Hornsby following interviews
with Mr Oliver Tambo, Mr Chris

. Hani and others of the ANC clear-
.1y depicted the true colours of the

/ murderous organisation. '

Mr Vlok said: “f what is re-
ported are the views of the ANC,
and I have no reason to believe

. otherwise, then it is more proof
that the ANC has realised that it
has lost all support for its caus

_in South Africa. .

“]4 cannot get any voluntary

ing:

support to negotiate because it-

our {ist of
ANC threats

has no mandate to do so0.

«Its last hope of becoming a
ruling dictator is to force and co-
erce people through violent intim-
idation, murder, chaos and large-
scale bloodshed to follow their
communist line of thought.

“From its own mouth it is noth-
ing but a terrorist organisation

_which kills wantonly and indiseri-

minately, such as was again the
case last night when an eight-
year-old Soweto child was killed
when a hand grenade was hurled
into his bedroom.”

Mr Vlok said that although in
the interview the organisation re-
veals certain of its plans, it was
another matter whether they
would succeed.
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peace
talks site -

Potlitical (‘urrespnndent:

CAPE TOWN - South;
Africa and Angola have
noew worked thei way,
through about 20 pereent’
of Afrwa's capital cities
in their md to hind a mur,
tually acceptable venue
for their nest round ofs
prace tulks :

'Ihe search for an Afri-H.
can venue for further ne}
gotiations between South
Africa, Angola, Cuba anfi}
the US 15 appararentlys
proving to be a majot,
stumblng block

Diplomatic sourceyy
today revealed that the
latest sevies of African,
captals un the tible fos,
constderatinn sohdttedd
by South Altiee, dte G;;-L;
borene (Botswana), Kin-.
shasa (Zaire), Lilongwe
(Malawi) and Abidjagl#
{Ivory Coast). NP £ 0

. S ;i@"ﬂ J
This follows Angold’s:
earlier proposalsagagﬂf S
Praia (Cape Verdeyy &
Harare (Zimbabwe) ant! .
Lusaka (Zambia). % S I0TE Lt

B - I

Although South Africa -3
did not formally rejeetl-
any of these out of handy?
it is understood that Preés 15
toria is nol in favour Hf4d.
either Zambia or Zimeis
babwe because of theiniy
hostile attitude towardsi:
South Africa. i

BT i

¢ 4
s

at

L T

Cape Verde is cunsi;ilg i
ered Lo be ill-equipped? i}
(from a hotel and con] éij;%‘s{';ﬂ.
ence point of view):tbai?
handle the large delegaiiy.
tions from four countries |
and the world’s media. k-

"
h



rrom NEIL LURSSEN
[he Argus Foreign Service
NVASHINGTON. — Presi-
lent Reagan’'s national se-
turity adviser says the
United States is encouraged
by progress on the Angolan
onflict. |

General Colin Powell said
ere yesterday, shortly before
i closed-door session in the
President’s office, that with the
§oviet Union’s more “forthcom-
ing attitude” a solution fo the
Angolan problem should be in
{ight soon. -

A solution by September 29
kis year, the target date set by
President Reagan and Soviet
leader Mr Mikhail Gorbachev
at their Moscow talks last
week, was “entirely possible”,
pe said.

i Russian statement

L. General Powell said he had
oted with jnterest a statement
his week iby Soviet Deputy-
oreign Minister Mr Anatoli
Adamishin which suggested
that Moscow might even be
willing to serve as a co-guaran-
_I;Pr of an agreement.
f¥“We have seen for the first
time a realisation that all for-
eign troops need to be with-
‘drawn from the region, but the
piece thatis still missing and
iwhich we have to.come to
grips withjis a commitment to
national reconciliation dia-
logue. Arnd that is the next
step,” he said.

. General Powell, the first
black to serve as national secu-
rity chief in the US and a man
tipped as a potential chairman
of the Jgint Chiefs of Staff,
America’§ military high. com-
mand, played a key advisory
role in the Moscow summit. -

Four-sided talks

'Referring to the discussions
about Angola in Moscow and
the. four-sided tatks in London
between South Africa, Cuba,
{Angola and the US, he said he
was “somewhat encouraged”
by the progress that had been
made in recent months.

® From Lishon it is reported
by Sapa-Reuter that Unita
claimed yesterday they killed
50 government soldiers, cap-
tured two towns and destroyed
a radioc station in raids this
roonth. -

MOTORWAY MANGLE: The crushed remains of

aircraft on a packed British motorway near Manchester affer the plane hit the car

when it crash-landed yesterday. The car driver lost a leg, but his three passengers

ond the two occupants of the plane were only slightly injured. Several cars aveided

disaster by skidding violently to a halt. A spokesman af nearby Barton airfield scid
the pilot may have been trying to land in a field.

Invitation withdrawn

Political Staff g
THE Minister of Law and Or-
der, Mr Adriaan Vlok, has
withdrawn his invitation {o Dr
Max Coleman of the Detainees
Parents Support Committee
{DPSC) to point out any chil-
dren in detention who are un-
der the age of 16.

Mr Vigk suspended this offer
last night after two days of
wrangling with Dr Coleman
over whether or not certain de-
tainees were younger than 16.

A scheduled visit by Dr Cole-
man to two detainees in Kru-
gersdorp yesterday was can-
celled after police produced
baptismal and birth certifi-
cates tg¢ show that the two
were older than 15. )

Dr Coleman, acting in his
personal capacity, had earlier
insisted that, contrary to assur-
ances by Mr Viok, children of
15 and younger were being held
in detention in terms of the
emergency regulations.

Mr Viok invited Dr Coleman

to visit any police cell or pris-

on in the company of a magis-
trate to.point out such detain-
ees. -

Dr Coleman and a magis-
trate visited seven detainees in
Diepkicof prison earlier this
week, five of whom f{old the
magistrate they were 15.

Dr Coleman then declared
that there were indeed children
of 15 in detention.

The Eolice subsequently pro-
duced baptismal or birth cer-
tificates, copies of which have
been given to the magistrate
and the media, to prove that
all five were older than 15.

In the light of Dr Coleman’s
statement to the Press follow-
ing his visit to Diepkloof, Mr
Vlok said in a statement last
night that he was withdrawing
his offer {0 Dr Coleman.

The Minister said the birth
and baptismal certificates cor-
roborated his statement that
the five detainees in question
were older than 15 and they re-
futed Dr Coleman’s statement
issued after the visit.

Taxi trent for kids

LONDON. — Wilhk horns honk-
ing, 120 London taxis drove
more than 200 childicn Lo
Buckingham Palace to meel
Queen Klizabelh I The faxis
were marking the 60th aoniyver
sary of the London Tasi Driv-
ers’ Fund for Underprivilegod
Children, — Sapa-Al

Desth ponalty upheld
KATMANDU. — The Supreme
Court of Nepal has wpheld the
death penalty for four men in-
volved in bummb blasts which
killed six pcople iu Malmandu
three years ago. Governmend
buildings and a tourist hotel
were the main targels, --
Sapa-AP.

Minerity vote on peaeo

JERUSALEM. — Israel's Par-
liament, long divided over how
to solve the Arab-Tstaeli con-
flict, backed a United Staies
Middle East peace initiative by
a 4-3 vole with 113 of its 120
members absent — Sapa-Reu-

ter.
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S
magkala,ly sudden,

Soviét dggression

USSR or capitulate ”
ThiS was the

the total strategy

forward defence,

explained?

Atthe end of last

2

of South Afriean

terialise,

gomg so wej],

By MERVYN FROST, pr
TH’E; turnaroung

outh African policy
in Angola has beep re-

language nomic and
white-South Africans under.
stood. It was the language of

the totaj onslaught, The Rys.
sians were eoming in behing
the Angolan-Cuban front and
South Africa Was engaged in

Now, a mere eight monthg
is a Superpower o

hére is even mention of Sep.-
; target date for
the completion of the project,

How is the volte face to e

forees it supported, have eag
dominance in the territory.

f year a
major; offensive was launched
by:the South African-Unita g1
liancé and there Were reports
ofrthe’ FSo‘fiet-Cuban-Angolan cerns the Unitgd States,

and victory which the readersg
newspapers
were expecting did not ma-

Started making ;
ets of news
was that the battles were net

Early this year we were re.

ofessor of political science, University of Natgl

in peatedly told of 5 Unita-Soutp
rica victory at Cuito Cuan-
avale,

It soon became apparent

Asiirécently ag November that thig victory was not 3 re.-
16:1ast year Defepce Minister
AgNus, Malan wag reported
as saying that in the face of
iet g there were
only o options; “Fight the tle.

ality. Indeed, South African
forces were Subjecting the
place to heavy bombardment
1t were not winning the hat.
There wag 5 stalemate,

The cost jn human, eco-
military terms
was becoming great for both
South Africa and Angola, Tt
Was apparent that ng clear
victor would emerge via this
route,

The second major develop-
ment which helps explain the
turn of events in Angola s
the policy change in the Sovi-

Union,

In the face of dire interna]
economic pressures, First
Secretary Mikhaij Gorbachey
has decided to cut back on de-
eénce expenditure ang chan-
ne! saved roubles to interna)
uses.

To this end he has sought to
limit political friction ang
arms racing with the United
Staets, he hag extricated Rus-
sia from Afghanistan and he
has sought to limit Soviet de.
fence commitments elge.
where in the world: in Angola
and Mozambique, for exam-
ple.

A third development cop-

which has been aiding Unijtg

y

American involvement 1{1 a
growing regiona} conflict, in
Africa, eéspecially on the side
of a South African surropate,

The United States,,ﬁgs a
molive to withdraw from the
region with honour if it can,

There are Some pressing
questions which aJ those who
are watching thig drama
should he asking:

® What has happened ¢
Unita? On April 1 Dr Jonas
Savimbj wag reporied to haye
Set up a Eovernment of an jp.
dependent country in soygh.
eastern Angola, He even ap-
pointed a Cabipet.

What is that “country” do.
ing now? What role win it
play in the negotiations?

® Foreign Minister pix
Botha and the Chief of the

efence Force, General Jap.
hie Geldenhuys, have stated
that the currfnt negotidtions

will the

become involved again?
® What has happened to
Swapo? Is it to be involved i

What jg encouré‘éiqg, in an
this is that the-prospécis of 5
gonventional ‘wap. 1,
South Africa {backe
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FOI’CC border

SA

SADF Chief Jannie Geldenhuys last
night confirmed a citizen force call-
up was under way after SA forces
had spotted Cuban troops spread
along a 450".m front — in some
places only 12km north of the Nami-
bian border. i ,

Geldenhuys revealed *
that a skirmish be-
tween SA troops and a !
Cuban reconnaissance E&. s
patrol had taken place fowi -
Jess than 12 km north-
‘west of Ruacana last
week, There were no
casualties, i

SA wa% l:'ead%r1 to -
meet any Cuban threat
but therg was no cause © GELDENHUYS
for panic, said Geldenhuys at a Press
conference in Pretoria, also attended by
Foreign Affairs offieials.

“We want to ensure we will now and in
future have the necessary forces ready
to maintain border security at an ac-
ﬁeptable level in Namibia,” said Gelden-

uys.

bang-in‘the/No 5'military area"6i{unene
province. ' ¢
There were indications that’Cuban
President Fidel Castro was following an
indeépendent line from the MPLA gov-
ernment and that full concensus was
lacking, he said. 5

He said combined Swapo/Cuban
forces were spread along a.front of
about 450km, the nearest about 20km

He &~timygied there #ere 11.000.Cu;

call-up
as Cubans:
move closer

[ GERALD REILLY !

from the border, and mostly north of
Ovamboland.
He said there had been visual contact

" _but no shots fired — between Cuban

-

)

and SADF forces on June 2 only 20km
north of the border.

The southward thrust by combined
Cuban/Swapo forces was still proceed-
ing, and had political as well as military
implications. The SADF ‘was prepared
and ready to counter any move which
jeopardised security, but the Cuban
move destroyed hopes of future peace
negiotions, said Geldenhuys.

Integrated Cuban/Swapo forces de-
ployed north of the Ovambo border

_eould place Swapo in a more favourable
osition to infiltrate but this threat was
geing clesely monitored.

Geldenhuys emphasised the strategic
importance of the Calueque area, where
the vital Ruacana hydro-electric
scheme was situated. Apart from power,
this area provided water to drought-
ravaged Ovamboland.

Foreign Affairs senior official DW

‘Auret;,;as,keg,,;w_llet}éqg‘ua\, . flaghpoint had
been reachéd in;the’a

Minister Pik Botha hiad stated when two
opposing armed forces came into con-
taet “you are ooking for trouble”,

Auret said as far as he knew no date or
place had been decided for the follow-up
peace meeting of SA, Angola and Citba.

Expectations for the success of talks

© To Page 2 :>

“Qrea;-said Foreign -

could not be placed too high, he said.
And we hope any further negotiations
will not take place under the cloud of a
continued southward thrust of Cuban
forces.” » '

Geldenhuys said one Cuban/Swapo
force was 35km northwest of Ruacana
and a reconnaisance unit was about
12km from the border. .

There was another Fapla/Cuban force
15km southwest of Humbe supported by

tanks and armoured vehicles. One other '

combined force had been strengthened
by a-battalion with tanks, artillery and

e s e e s e i S b o A S i AL 40 A A

"*j'call-up ' -b
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n troops advance

_ Sophisticated anti-aircraft equipment.

he Cubans were lengthening an air-
strip at Xangongo, preparing it for the
handling of sophisticated aircraft.

The authoratative military magazine
Janes Defence Weeklg (JDV{) sai%l yes-
terday the ranks of Cuban troops massed
close to the Namibian border numbered

10000, MIKE ROBERTSON reports
from Loadon. .
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Thatcher: “
U el TS, [0
new. peace fa

LONDON. — British Prime Minister Mrs ‘Margaret
Thatcher has called, for the urgent resumption of
Angolan’ peace talks in the light of Cuban troops
massingion the Nambian border and South Africa’s
decision to eall up army. reserves. ¢ !

She -also reiterated her belief that the Soviet I
Union sincerely wanted'to resolve. the' dispute,

And Dr Chester Crocker, the US Assistant Seere-
tary for Africa, has said Cuba may be acting on its
own initiative in its ominous new push.towards the
Namibian border, - | L S

“One assumes” the Cuban' deployment had Luan-
da’s approval, Dr Crocker said at a briefing yester-
g_ay, adding, however, that “one has to wonder some-

imes”, o ' : . .

But Angola insisted yesterday’ that a ‘buildup dJf
| Cuban troops near South African-controlled Nami-
bia was purely defensive and no' cause for dlarm in
Pretorja, / - ‘ 1.

Meanwhile, thé Independent hewspaper reported |
yesterday.that Argentina was selling Mirage IIE
fighter-bombers to South Africa. .

The rewspaper cited Western diplomats as its
Source. -—— Own Correspondent and Sapa-Reuter
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LUSAKA — A senior Angolan diplomat dismissed yesterday South

Africa’s suggestion that a hig Cu(b?degloyment 'a outhern Ango-
G 6

P
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1a was a threat to Namibia, V1o |6{ &Y

Mr Luis Neto Kiambata, Angola’s ambassador to Zambia, told
reporters that Angolan and Cuban troops were under sirict instrue-
tions not to cross the Namibian border. “Our objective is not to
attack anyone,” Mr Kiambata said.

He said that the Angolan forces, and their Cuban allies who
had recently moved south towards the border with Namibia, had
the right under international law to occupy any part of Angola’s
national territory. .

“They are under strict instrucfions not to cross the Namibian
frontier or to create problems, and they will not,” said Mr Kiamba-
ta, who held consultations earlier this week in Luanda with Ango-
lan Pregident Jose Eduardo dos Santos.

“We want to avoid confrontation. But, of course, if we are at-
tacked ...,” he added, stressing that the Angolan armed forces had
the right to defend themselves. — Reuter.
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CUBAN and Swapo forces in Angola had been reinforced and were now
spread across a 450 km front about 20 te 30 km north of the Namibian border,
the head of the SA Defence Fo@(?ene Jannie Geldenhuys, said in

Teac
goe
to jailzg

PRE-SCHOOL teacher
Farieda Khan was due to
begin serving a  six-
month sentence yester-
day for being a member
of the African National
Congress.

In April, Khan

i
, Pretoria. Souwepee o/6/x

f ‘ Addressing a media conference on Wedne night at the Waterkloof Air Base

L4

on developments in Southern Angola over the past two weeks, he said the Cuban.-
Swapo forces had heen reinforced, A few days ago, after the forces were deployed,
S !'elements moved gouth-
% | wards towards. the SA Press Association
I+ [ Namibian border and
Ie | were now occy ying the Namibjan border,
1 | Southern Angola jowns Gen Geldenhuys said.
f such as Capira, Henda, SABC radio news
Fr | Shangalala apd Chitado.  quoted him as saying
;1; Many were armed with  there was no reason for
~f tanks ‘and armoured panic and that the SADF

cloud over the talks.

“It would appear,
from Moscow reports,
that there are encourag-
ing intentiong to go
ahead, but time will teil

Lt I s C T T

d I vehicles, was fully capable of . e e pleaded guilty to being
‘e’ “To sum up, mast of  dealing with the situa- wi::;hke: dthlswl; es:’l‘wr a ¢ 2 member of the ANC
[¢ | the action over the past tion, recent report that the § [fom December 1982 1o
g~ | few days took plage in Asked about the strength of the Cuban §June 1987 and was § 1
IS ¥ these areas, but We are  present diplomatic forces in southern @ Sentenced to two years® ¢
prepared and ready to initiative between South Angola was 11000, Gen ¢ imprisonment. of b
— counter any movement  Africa and Angola over Geldenhuys said afier which 18 months were ¢
which might countey the the withdrawal of rough calculation” the conditionally suspend- Y ¢
: || security in the region.” - Cubans from- the figure could be correct in ¢ ¢d for five years, ¢
3 ‘ tcfri:ory, a spokesman round figures if troops to She said aithough she I
- ca"_up - said on behalf of the the north were included, had appealed, she had §| 4
; | dlr:_ector-g_encral o'f “Suffice it to say that ¢ decided to go to jaxl._ c
ST : foreign affairs, Mr Neil we have the forces 1o "My attorney  said
.| With regard to Swapo,  van Heerden, that handle the situation, §the appeal could take f
Gen Geldenhuys sgid  expectations should not although the situation is d more than a year 10 be P
1| 3nother military impliga-  be aimed too highly but serious — and more ¢ Scttled. Seeing the 3|
‘ftion was that the that South Africa, would serious than it was —bur § sentence is six months ii
'1| organisation would be  be present. " we can handle it. The ¥ we felt that we t:hc;)uld h
laced in ““‘a better it : 8¢t it over and done n
sosition than in recegt Encoura in s;;r;tt thé nl;(g)c‘;ia‘:?;l?s?ﬁ with. But I will pot ]
J || Years” to continue its Mr van Heerden could  — Sapa. withdraw my appeal, ™
Zg:&‘;‘:les Across the  or attend because of an a
: The SADF is calling Ini}sﬁ,‘:nﬁi pzllst few
*[jup. Clt{zen Force days it has been our Souwettn
" || members in response 1o fecling that these (troop) oft{58
. “ the Cuban presence o movements have placed a Y
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The waiting game

Conflicting interpretations of why Cuban
forces are massing in southern Angola and
SA’s likely response left the situation cop-
fused as the FM went to press.

Behind the scenes, however, a multilateral
diplomatic initiative aimed at trying to de-
fuse the tension was under way. But the
delicate groundwork on which SA, Angola
and the US hoped to establish a peace plan
for the region appears to have suffered a
serious sethack.

On the military front, Cuban forces esti-
mated to number 15 000 ar more, backed by
sophisticated equipment including tanks and
missile systems, were reported to be deployed
in a wide area north of the Ruacana Falls,
The troops and equipment are reported to
have landed at the southern Angolan port of
Namibe during the past eight weeks,

On the diplomatic front, both SA and
Angola — backed from the sidelines by the
US and the Soviet Union — appear to want
to continue peace taiks as soon as possible,

but are having serious problems agreeing on
a new venue.

The SADF this week gave notice that
citizen force units will be called up if the
situation deteriorates to the peoint where
SA’s security interests in northern Namibia
are perceived to be threatened beyond toler-
ance.

According to military sources, however,
such a move would be a last resort, because
of the likely social and economic disruption.
In the meantime, a careful watch is being
kept on Swapo guerrillas deployed with Cu-
ban and Fapla forces to ensure that they do
not use the opportunity of Cuban cover to
infiltrate Namibia en masse.

It has been reported that large groups of
Swapo guerrillas have moved far south in
recent weeks in the knowledge that the build-
up of Cuban forces and equipment gives
them virtually guaranteed protection from
SADF pre-emptive strikes.

Another military factor that complicates
the issue js the likelihood that SADF ele-
ments are still stationed near Cuito Cuana-
vale, to the north-east of the current Cuban
concentratians, It is not clear whether they
will be withdrawn to avoid being cut off if
the Cubans move further castwards.

It seems unlikely at this stage that the
SADF will advance into Angola to confront
the Cubans. A number of analysts believe
the Cuban move is linked 1o improving the
Angolan bargaining position at the negotiat-
ing table. There is also speculation that a
Cuban-Fapla force will continue to move
eastwards in an effort to set up an attack
from the rear on Jonas Savimbi’s Unita
headquarters at Jamba.

If correct, this strategy could be linked to
diplomatic speculation that the US is negoti-
ating with Savimbi to move his headquarters
to Zaire (reports of which have been denjed
by Unita). This would alllow SA to stop
direct military support for Unita without
abandoning Savimbi and at the same time

possibly simplify a settlement in the region.
r

\FINANCIAL MAIL JUNE 10 1988
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This would, however, leave soutliétﬁ.z‘&ﬁ-
gola firmly in Cuban-Fapla hands {at leas
until the withdrawal of Cuban treops copid
be negotiated) and could greatly stiéhgthen
Swapo’s ability to infiltrate Namibig from
bases close to the border without 'feat| of
SADF cross-border raids. T

Probably the most reassyiring develop lent
on the diplomatic front this week caie.when
Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Apaj@iiij
Adamishin told the New York Times that
the Soviet Union remains commitied to the
withdrawal from Angola of Cuban trdops
and from Namibia of the SADF. [t is o
clear, however, how much pressure the Soji-

ets can exert in the short term on bqft,h'ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁ |
and Angola to prevent the sit}uaﬁioh in the }

region deteriorating even furthgri". * ..
But, in parliament, Foreign M;";si_ern llrk
Botha sounded a pessimistic note. 1when1 he .

. . . N N L e
~said SA sees little point in contifiilini pe,agé

talks with Angola outside Africa. He ddid he
is still waiting for an Angolar resporise o

i
the
proposal that the next round fdkés’ijlééeﬁi{
Luanda, Pretoria or Cape Town ,i;bwhl iat

Angola has decided that Brazzaville ini the |

Congo is no longer a suitable venue. Aﬁé'o!éi
has proposed a venue in Europe. L]

f il
i
. . adzade [t .n_;u.;_r&m.H; s
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concern.

Angola by the recogmzed

aggressor — and has no
anyway, having agreed in

Pretorta does not con-
test Namibia's right to
independence but has
chosen for a number of
reasons to draw things
out for the past 10 years.

SADF strategists have
seen a continuing miki-
tary presence in Nami-
bia as useful 1n asserting
this country’s authority
as the regional power.
And so the Cuban pres-
ence in Angola becamea
handy argument for de-
laying withdrawal from
Namibia. South Africa
was happy to support the
United States’s insis-
tence tha} Cubam trodps
should leave the sub™
continent before "‘Nami-
bia was given indepen-
dence. -

The strategy of delay
has now run its course.
The Soviet Union’s new
readiness to support a
Western-sponsored solu-
tion has brought an un-
precedented degree of
pressure to bear on Pre-
toria.

In going boots and all
into the Angolan civil
war last year, Pretoria
may have overplayed its
. hand.

Perhaps understand-
ably, the military were
reluctant to relinquish
the control of Southern
Angola which they had
won in backing the Unita
rebels as a surrogate

THE presence of a Cubandivision on the
border is provecative and

Namibian

is obviously cause for

Yet there is no need for panic or alarm. Neither
side 1s about to start shooting, even if there 15
always the risk of miscalculation.

1t helps to get things 1nto perspective to note that
the Cuban presence 1s in accord 1
law, the Cuban troops having been invited into the

with 1nternational

government of the coun-

try to protect it against the Unita rebel onslaught.
The way that the world sees it, South Africaisthe

right to be in Namibia
1978 to Resolution 435 of

the Security Council which provides for UN-super-
vised elections and Enmumuam:mm for Namibia.

2
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force. Whent Unita was
seriously threatened by
a major Soviet-backed
offensive, the SADF in-
tervened successfully
and advanced rightup to
Cuito Canavale. But this
northward drive by the
-SADF prompted a coun-
ter-thrust southwards by
the Cubans, levelling up
the score in anticipation
of negotiations about
troop withdrawals.

There are signs that
Pretoria believes there
is no more benefit to be
gained in playing the
military game and so has
given its diplomats their
head to negotiate.

Sadly, however, it
looks as if the negotia-
tion is going awry. If
there is a military clash
of any significance on
the Namibian-Angola
border the negotiation
could go right off the
rails, I gather.

It seems that South Af-
rica’s action in going
ahead on its own to hold
a bilateral meeting with

Angola in Brazzaville,
which was designed to
emphasize Pretoria’s
status as an African
power, was not seen as
helpful in Washington or
in Moscow for that mat-
ter.

Pretoria seems
obliged to demonstrate
its independence of the
big powers at such times,
partly to soothe its con-
servative political con-
stituency, having for so
long stirred people up to
face a communist “total
onslaught” and having
told the United States
and everyhody else to
“go and be damned”.

Thoughtful citizens
will keep their fingers
crossed. There is much
to be gained if this nego-
tiation is successfully
concluded, including a
non-aligned Angola,
with the Unita rebels at
last getting a share in
government.

Pretoria would have to
live with a Swapo-domi-
nated government in
Windhoek. Yet an inde-

~ From the Bible -

to repentance.

THE Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as
some understand slowness.
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come

He 15 patient with you,

(2 Peter 3:9}

pendent Namibia would
have little choice but to
keep on good terms with
the regional power,
which dominates the re-
gional economy, power
lines and transport links

included.

If South Africa
chooses to defy the
world over Namibia-
Angola, however, the
consequences could be
drastic.

The major powers re-
presented in the Secur-
ity Council would be
faced with demands to
invoke Chapter 7 of the
UN Charter, which could
mean mandatory UN
sanctions and even a
blockade enforced by
the Superpowers.

This remote-seeming
scenario was foreseen in
a prophetic interview on
this page a year or two

Fidel nmwﬁa

ago by Conor Cruise
O‘Brien, the distin-

guished scholar and dip-
lomat.

O‘Brien, who is well-
known in Cape Town for
his spirited opposition
to the academic boycott,
is nevertheless, with
Archbhishop Tutu, a re-
luctant supporter of eco-
nomic sanctions — on

H
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H
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my no:mmmcm Antheny
Johnson in September

1986, O‘Brien foresaw
that the SADF would be
increasingly drawn into
action in neighbouring
couniries and would
eventually come into
conflict with the Soviet
Union, probably over
Angola, in circum-
stances in which the

United States could not
possibly back South
Africa.

Measures under Chap-
ter 7 are rare because
the major powers are
rarely unanimous about
anything. Such measures
remain a remote pros-
pect — but in the Glas-
nost era they are begin-
ning to figure on the

The current
build-up of
Cuban
forces in
Angola is
provocative.
In going
boots and
all into the
Angolan
civil war last
year,
Pretoria
may have
overplayed
its hand.

diplomatic radar screen.

South Africa’s isola-
tion is worsening, and
could become acute — if
there is to be a series of
hangings in Pretoria, if
the Angola negotiations
go wrong and if a Demo-
cratie administration
takes over in Washing-
ton.

the grounds that they are
the only allernative to
violence, He believeg
that sanctipns shouldibe
and ultimately will be
enforced by a-Superpow-
er blockade. ° ’

In an interview with

JAMES McCLURG - -

reviews ‘the Afrikaans Préss

ol -




HZ the complex and deli-
cate situation that has
developed this year in the
Angolan conflict, one of
the biggest puzzles for
American experts to fig-
ure out is what the Cubans
are up to.

Have they pushed into the
south-western sector of the
country, close to the border
with Namibia, because they
are eager for a decisive and
final clash of arms with the
South African gringos?

Or is their movement just a
macho display that will en-
able themn to withraw later
with a swagger and a sense of
honour?

Have they deployed their
troops in the previously no-
man’s land with the approval
of the Angolan government
and the Soviets® Or have they
done it on their own initia-
tive?

Are the Cubans sending a
signal not only to Washington
but also to Moscow — a mes-
sage that they are not about
to be pushed around by the
Superpowers, but will decide
for themselves what they will
do in Angola? .

NTELLIGENCE experts in

Washington just don’t
know what the Cubans are
trying to achieve — and the
puzzle gets deeper every day.

What is clear is that the
Cubans have gone out of their
way to announce that the
southward push is their oper-
ation, their military exercise.
Last year’s offensive against
Unita and South African
forces was an Angolan gov-
eroment operation with Sovi-
et help — but this time Ha-
vana is in command and the
Cubans want that fact to be
known.

And it is a command at the
highest level. President Fidel
Castro himself has given a
lengthy briefing on the sub-
ject, mentioning the names of

SAVIMB! — in America
soon to talk.

obscure little dorps in the op-
erational area as he explains
the military situation. His
performance indicated a day-
to-day involvement in the de-
tails.

Havana has adopted a risky
course, If their advance leads
to a clash with SADF forces,
the Cubans could suffer se-
vere losses. Given the mas-
sive effort they are making
now and the wide publicity it
has received around the
world, their prestige could be
badly damaged.

Prestige appears to be a
Cuban priority — one of the
chief reasons they are in An-
gola at all,

They seek a leadership role
in the Third World and teach-
ing the hated white racists a
military lesson is a good way
to achieve it.

The Americans understand
this need and the pride in-
volved and it may account for

"the fact that current Cuban

activity has not been greeted
by the sort of criticisms and
denunciations that Washing-
ton has levelled in the past at
Havana’s activities in Angola.

US officials hope that the
deployment is nothing more
than posturing and advan-
tage-seeking during the nego-
tiation process and that both
Havana and Pretoria will
keep it at that level.

0cw>2 escalation not only
runs the risk of serious

by NEIL LURSSEN, Weekend Argus Foreign
Service in WASHINGTON

military losses but also of
creating new tensions with
Havana’s chief international
sponsor — the Sovief Union.

The Americans are cau-
tious about the apparent com-
mitment by the Soviets to a
peaceiul settlement of the
conflict. But they deo recog-
nise as significant the Soviet
statement at the recent Mos-
cow summit meeting that a
political solution should be
found for Angola.

That statement carries sev-
eral important implications.
One of the most important is
that if the solution is to be po-
litical it mugt include a politi-
cal role for the Unita move-
ment — a major shift of
position by Soviet policymak-
€ers.

Thus, while Washington is
waiting for deeds to match
Moscow’s words, it is pro-
ceeding on the assumption
that the Soviets are serious
about playing a new peace-
seeking role in the world —
first in Afghanistan and now
in Angola.

Efforts by Cuba to thwart
Mr Gorbachev’s aims would
not be welcomed in Moscow.

HERE are other factors

that could poeint to a pos-
sible miscalculation by the
Cubans. Recent statements by
Mr Michael Dukakis, the
Democratic Party’s presiden-
tial candidate, have indicated
that that a Democratic Ad-
ministration would end US
military..support for Unita,

the negotiations have got to
the level they have reached
only because Unita has been
a viable movement — a force
in its own right and not just a
tool of the Americans and the
South Africans.

Therefore a Cuban decision
to scuttle the peace process
this year in the hopes that a
friendlier US Administration
will eripple Unita next year
would be a miscalculation,
say the analysts.

NITA’'S leader, Dr Jonas

Savimbi, will be in
Washington in a fortnight’s
time where it is expected that
he will convey a conciliatory
message to the Congress —
declaring his willingness to
be part of a fair solution.

It will create a tricky situ-
ation for Mr Dukakis who
needs to attract conservative
support.

Will the Democratic candi-
date scuttle a reasonabie
anti-comrunist in favour of a
communist regime that takes
an even harder line than the
Kremlin? What does worry
some Americans is their un-
certainty about South African
intentions.

Why has the SA Govern-

ment been so admamant
about holding future talks in
Brazzaville, they ask. Is it be-
cause the South Africans have
wider plans for the Congo and
are using the Angola talks as
a cover for making inroads
into black Africa?

Does South Africa have any
real intention of giving np
Namibia to UN-sponsored in-
dependence — which it must
do if it wants Cuban troops to
withdraw from Angola? Or

thus pulling the ug.front un-— ~are the political costs for the

der the anti-Marxist guerrilla
movement.

But State Department offi-
cials as well as informed in-
dependent analysts in Wash-
ington say that aid to Unita is
not about to end — not even
if the Democrats do win the
election.

They see strong bi-partisan
support for continued aid
building up in the Congress

L Y N EIRREE R 1

Botha goyernment, meaning
rightwing pressure, just teo
high?

These are additional puz-
zles for the US experts as
they ponder the drawn-out
conflict in distant Southern
Africa and wonder how the
eventual outcome will affect
the new pragmatic relation-
ship that appears fo be devei-

oping beween Moscow and
ALIARFR (41 8
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g»z.w British observers are not overly

[ FROM LONDON

by SUE LEEMAN, Weekend Argus
Foreign Service in LONDON

optimistic about the chances that an
Angolan peace settlement will be on the
table by September 29, as the Superpowers

hope.

They say the Soviets will not ask the Cubans
to leave Angola until South Africa undertakes
to grapt Namibia its indeperdence — and they
have sericus doubts about South Africa’s inten-

tions in this regard.

However, they say they expect ongoing peace
talks to make progress towards peace, and that
a settlement will ultimately be reached, even if
it fails to meet the Superpower deadline.

And they discount speculation that the recent
build-up of Cuban troops in southern Angola
could be the prelude to full-scale confrontation

with South Africa.

vaowmmmom William Gutteridge of the In-
stitute for the Study of Conflict in London
said between now and September 29 there
would be a number of attempts at finding a re-

alistic basis for a settlement.

“The Russians are in the mood, not necessar-
ily for a total withdrawal (of Cubans), but for
negotiating a long-term settlement on the basis
of an understanding with South Africa.”

However, the major stumbling block to peace
was the Namibian independence question, and

he could not see this being resolved
time,
He said he believed the Russians

for some

would be

prepared to help with the demilitarisation of
southern Angola, but this would necessitate the
withdrawal of South Africa from Namibia,
South Afriea, he said, was still too concerned
with its internal troubles — and the implica-

tions for internal public opinion of giving inde-

pendence to Namibia — to tackle
head-on.

the issue

There were, he said, definite advantages to be
gained by the Cubans if they stayed in Angola.
“The country is a hard currency earner for
them and ideologically it provides a justifica-

Tion for thewr role in the world.

“Of course it is possible there could be a set-
tlement by September 29 — compromise is al-
ways possible. But first there should be some
kind of demilitarisation of southern Angola and

US assistance to Unita must end.

“Perhaps what we will see by September 29 is

a set of guarantees.

FRICA editor at the Third World Founda-
tion Mr George Alagiah said he did not see
the build-up of Cubans in southern Angola as

amrrthin © oarticularly sint o -

oy
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CUBAN troops in Angola — will
they ever leave?

“It is a reaction to Sonih Africa’s invasion of
the area, its bombardment of Cuito Cuanavale
and its attempts to portray Savimbi as control-
ling the south. I don’t think they will start chas-
ing South African troops.”

Visiting research fellow at the Royal Insti-
tute of International Affairs Mr Jesmond Blu-
menfeld said he could not see any “eason for
the Cubans to leave Angola now.

“They would have to repatriate 40000 to
50 000 people and if they left before Namibian
%%%%n%:nm they would lose face in the Third

orld.”

The recent developments in southern Angola,
he said, were an attempt by the Cubans to es-
tablish a stronger position — and therefore
m,wmmnmﬂ leverage — hefore the next round of
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@ BIZARBE _aspect -of _the -haild=np -of Cu-
-4 % ban forces threatening the.Sonth-West_Afri-
=ean border across a 450 km front is that-most
_Sonth African experts ontside the Government
Jdismiss it 45 2 stunt or & kind of game noi
-worth bothering about.

Althongh they recognise the danger of border
.incidents that could lead to serious elashes with
Sounth African forees, strategists and other ex-
perts do not see a threat of iarge-scale conven-
tional war.

However, the Government is clearly taking
no chances — as shown by its call-up of Citizen
Force troops announced this week.

Professor Mike Hough, director of Pretoria
University’s Institute for Strategic Stodies, dis-
-missed the Ceban move as “armed propagan-
da”, saying the build-up of military forces
seemed to have more political than military
implications.

He said in an interview this week that the
move seemed to he aimed at further talks to be
held about a seitlement in Angola and South-
West Africa. It seemed as if Cuba hoped to gain
some advantage at the talks by staging a show

African Fnstitute of International Affairs, said
that in the absence of adequnate information it
was diffieult to assess the Angolan situation.

It did seem, however, that there was a build-
up of forees on both sides of the Scuth-West Af-
rican border. This created a serious potential
threat to the negotiations for a settlement in
the region.

“I don’t think either side wants to get into a
conventional war. There seems to be a postur-
ing with a_view to attempts for z negotiated
settlement.”

The Cubans seemed to be trying to make a
..m_Bs. of strength” and the South Afriean side
did not want to appear to be weak.

It was to be hoped that nobody would act “in
an over-hasty way.”

by FRANS ESTERHUYSE,

(1N GAPE TOWWH

There had been a considerable improvement
in the chanees for some kind of negotiated set-
ilement as a result of the Moscow snmmit talks
on regional issees. It wounld be “a tragedy” if
the chances of a settiement were to be wrecked
by clashes on the border,

The sitvation was potentiaily dangerous and
there was a need for “cool heads”. Any skirmish
could develop into a larger confrontation. If the
Cubans were showing their strength as indicat-
ed by reports, it would be an irresponsible
move by them.

ROFESSOR Barratt said the Soviet Union
had never bad a full say over Cuban ac-

Political Staff

tions. At times
ment between the two and the Cnbans could not
Wm regarded as simply “a puppet” of the Soviet

nion.

This {ime there might even be serions differ-
ences between Cuba and the Soviet Union.

Should any serious border elash develop be-

there had even been disagree-

tween South Afriea and Angola, it was

that the superpowers would get involved — ex-
cept in the role of trying to keep the warring

sides apart.

Dr Erich Leistner, director of the Pretoria-
based Africa Institute, said he thought it was
unlikely that the border situation would develop

into a conventional war.

He was convinced that the Soviet Union

~wonld-net_aliow a_eiient’(Cunba), to-whom:it-had |
:given_much money, to embark on such an.ad-
venture while Soutk African forees were known
1o be well equipped.

As fong ago as 1982 there had been specula-
tioe that the Soviet Union had told Cubz not to
declare war.

He shared the belief that Cuba’s move was
aimed partly at seeking a better position for ae-
gotiaiion and partly to make it easier for
Swapo to establish bases near the border.

There was also a possibility that the Coban
move was aimed at ultimately cutting off Upita
unlikely from South African support.

Present indications were that the Russians
wanted peace with a view to better trading re-
lations with the US. Any open clash in Angola
could harm the chanees of peace and would not
be in the Soviet Union’s interest.

' South Africa, on the other hand, could not af-
ford to engage unlimited manpower in warfare.

of force.
“There could, of course, be incidents that
could spark off a confrontation, but I don't think
the Cubans will move over the horder deliber-
ately. A confrontation could have serious reper- 1
cussions for Castro, as it would certainly pro- N M w eirs () ¢ - ¢ -
voke reaction from the United States,” g
Professor Hough said, ‘ Absolutel d or ind i h 1 Is. Th n
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Cuban forces in Angola
from the Angolan army
ing a protective shield

Swapo insurgents, the

Willie Meyer, said in

which the South West African People’s Organi-

sation claims it
Cuban troops.
Swapo added that it
had launched a fresh of-
fensive inside Namibia.

Other new develop-
ments are: .

@ [a Washington, Presi-

dent Reagan’s top Africa

official, Dr Chester

Crocker, warned that the

current Cuban and South
African military escala-

tion in Southern Angola

was a “risky game for ei-

ther side to pursue”. =,

® The Conservative

Party urged the Govern-
ment *o pull out of the

Angolan peace talks, but

the Progressive Federal
Party welcomed the dip-
lomatic approach to the
problem. . :

@ United States intelli-
gence bosses said they
wanted to continue shar-
ing information with
South African agencies
on the military activities
and equipment of Cuban
forces in southern Africa,
exempting intelligence
co-operation on the
Cuban presence from a
proposed ban on co-oper-
ation between the United
States and South Africa.-

Windhoek yesterday.
This confirmed a report from Maputo in

taken over
the role of provid-
and support for
officer commanding
the SWA Territory Force, Major-General

had

- negotiations.” -,
i A Swapo communique, nat talking about a par-

is involved in operations with monitored in Maputo,

. said its forces and Cuban

troops were “flushing

SATURDAY STAR out” South African troops
REPORTERS, from southern Angola.

CORRESPONDENTS At the same time, said

Swapo, its forces had

In Windhoek yesterday, lannched an offensive in-

side Namibian territory
aimed at disrupting what
it called preparations for
further South African in-

General Meyer said, after
a reference to new bat-
talions of Swapo and
Cuban troops:. For years

the Angolan army, Fapla,’ volvement in southern
has given m_um_mﬁ, and Angola.

support to Swapo's mur-  “The simultaneous of-
der gangs, but in spite of fensives have resulted in

that the terrorists’ posi- a high human and ma-
tion deteriorated and terial loss for the South
their numbers were re- Africans,” the Swapo
duged;- - ¢ T h communique said.

“With great bravado,
the Cubans have taken mn%uwﬁwmﬁﬂ%ﬂ_ memzww
over the role after years cpoeker said what was
of keeping the Angolan gifferent now was the
government going. paitern of deployment of
Cuban troops in south-
western Angola and the
South African call-up of

General Meyer said
one of the reasons for this
development was proba- >
bly to strengthen Swapo’s military reserves.

negotiating position i Agked what the the US
forthcoming talks on the  gp4 the Soviets hoped to
regional conflict. “But gee achieved by Septem-
the build-up of forces yer 29 this year — a tar-
north of the border get gate named at the
heightens tensions and, Moscow summit for the
may jeopardise further apggla peace process —

»

* »%. .- .. - Dr Crocker said: *“We are

ST,
Joint op in Angola,
offensive in Namibia
—— insurgents claim

ticular magic date for
implementation day. It is
far too soon to talk in
these terms.

“There are many gaps
‘that are basie and still
need to be breached. It is
muore of a date to see if
the negotiation target
can be concluded.”

Craig Kotze reports
that the Conservative
Party lashed out on
Thursday at the Govern-
ment for “condoning the
rnassing of Cuban troops”
and of “turning a blind
eye” toit.

PFP leader Mr Colin
Eglin said he believed
every effort should be
made to resolve the issue
by diplomatic means and

peace talks,
“deeply concerned”
the buildup.

Alaen Dunn reports
from Washington that
United States intelligence
wants to continue sharing
information with South
African agencies on the
military activities and
equipment of Cuban
forces. o

* This emerged when th
Honse of Representatives
Committee on Intelli-
gence exempted intelli-
gence co-operation on the
Cuban presence from a
proposed ban on any in-
telligence swopping be-

despite being
about

“tween the US and South-

Africa.

- -Congressman Ron Del-
Qums, a liberal Demoerat
from California who is
chief architect of addi-
tiopal sanctions now
under debate, argued at
“ore of three hearings on
the bill on Capitel Hill for
a total severance of intel-
ligence-sharing.
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- Angola agcus
- Zaire of weapons

B
-airlift to Unita(s.

aturday Star's Africa News Service

LUSAKA — Defence chiefs from Angola and Zaire

have held talks in Lusaka on alleged airlifts of weap-

~ons from Zaire to rebels in Angola.

The government-owned Zambia Daily Mail said
yesterday that Zaire denied Angolan charges that
weapons had been airlifted to the Quimbele area in
northern Angola on May 17 and May 26. -

Mr Luis Neto Kiambata, the Angolan ambassador
in Lusaka, said that at the meeting on Wednesday he
asked Zaire for an undertaking not to allow its terri-
tory to be used as a transit route for arms and equip-
ment bound for the Unita rebels,

Angola has accused the United States of supplying
Unita leader Dr Jonas Savimbi with weapons through
Zaire, : ‘

Mr Kiambata said that on the eve of the last
round of talks between Angola and South Africa in
Brazzaville; Unita launched several attacks in the
Quimbele area.

He repeated accusations that Unita was planning
to transfer its headquarters to Quimbele.

Mr Kiambata said 450 Unita Buerillas had taken
part in military manoeuvres near the Angolan border
with United States and Zairean army personnel last
month.

He said Israeli “secret service” members had also
taken part in the manoeuvres near the Kamina air
base.. ’

Unita claimed in Lishon yesterday it killed 23 gov-
ernment and three Cuban soldiers last weekend, re-
ports Sapa-Reuter. Unita said guerillas attacked a
convoy travelling south in Cuao Cubango province,
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an ‘a's'sessment by MARK

STANSFIELD
Weekend Argus Reporter

YOTH sides bristle with some of
—3 the most up-to-date, sophisti-
ated conventional weapons sys-
>ms in the world — but the Cuban
lement have several bone-shatter-
'% advantages — all of them of

“ussian” origin,

Like the opening moves in a chess game,
" SA Defence Force has probably ana-
=d what-firepower Cuba has massed
<e to the Namibian border in the Num-
9 military area in the Cunene province
l is busy ‘Ueploying pawn for pawn and
-1ible castle for castle — but Cuba’s ar-
al includes some terrifying weapons
:ti- Africa has no match for.

In tép‘lg ;iiépower alone the Cubans hold an
ses Tl égqinﬁfwgguth Africa’s handful,

' advaritage te;SADF does have, however,
jit knows.tHe“chessboard better than the
opponient — if it ever came to a full-

: cbnventlgnal clash between the two an-

sts_ .

& Africa has already tested its military

in conventional battle inside Angola. A

ge part of the Cuban contingent, on the other
i, are recent arrivals on the African conti-
" and have never been tested in battle.

né SADF conventional battle doctrine is ag

- N
vhe Army intends to fight as mobile a war

ible — which is, in fact, necessitated by
apiical factors. Accordingly, the emphasis
ry much on gaining and retaining the ini-
ve, keeping the enemy off balance by
- of manoeuvre and offensive action until
~u be destroyed.

«iihin this basic doctrine, the mechanised
=is are expected to conduct the manoen-

battle with the aim of presenting the enemy
=~ armoured brigades for destruction. The
-i-iage of armoured cars and mobile, long-
= artillery in this scenario can be readily
eciated. The parachute brigade is not ex-
~z to be used en bloc, but this is a possibili-
-=: will not be lost sight of. Its normal role
be that of ‘fire brigade’ and raiding force
_ helicopters and/or aircraft.” (Lieutenant-
:al Andreas Liebenberg: Chief of the

vl

accordance with these principles, most of
* SBA Army’s heavy conventional muscle-
-~ has been designed and built for fast de-
>nt and easy manoeuvrability on the bat-

~13

far as heavy artillery guns are concerned,
‘uhans are the poorer — hut the outcome
full-scale battle would depend upon the

. of such weapons each side deploys in
ield — and such statistics are not readily

.

-2z for obvious reasons.
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SA: Tigercot ground-to-air guided missile system for low-level close-range
air defence.
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CUBA: Russian Guidline (SA2) medium-range surface-to-air missile. Used
against US B-52 bombers in Vietnam.

both well-armed, you are looking for t;;

W SOUTH Africa’s self-propelied i5briiti G
howitzer with a range of 30km is the cream ¢«
the erop. It appears from European militas
analysts that Cuba has not deployed any artil
lery weapon to match this highly mob_ile‘weag
on. The Cubans are already within bombard
ment range of hoth the G6 and static G
cannons.

M CUBA’S heaviest artillery weapons in A%
gola are the Russian-made BM-21 and BM-o
artillery rockets. Roth are multiple rock::
launchers. The 122m BM-21 has 40 barrels, -
range of about 20km and a deployment speed ai
75km/h. The 240mm BM-24 has 12 barrels and a
range of about 10 km,

8 TO match this South Africa has her trusty
127mm multiple. rocket system, the Valkiri, de-
scribed as a “highly mobile, 24-tube jocket
launcher with a range of between 8 and 22km.”
Its most frightening aspect is that the Valkiri
rockets have a lethal target area of 1500sq m.
One rocket can be fired every second — which
could shrapnel-infest a vast part of Angola
within seconds.

The Cuban advantage, it would appear, is the

range and number of surface-te-air weapons
she has deployed in the Cupene pravinee,

This will probably be the crucial factor if a
conventional battle were to be fought on the
Namibian border.

SOU’I‘H African Air Force ajrcraft are pre-
cious because there are no replacements --
and aircraft, especially fighter craft, play an
essential part in modern warfare.

To counter the South African air-strike threat
Cuba has deployed no less than five sg histicat-
ed anti-air weapons systems in Angoﬂl plus a
complicated network of radar defences for ear-
ly warning:

@ THE SA-2 Guideline, a medium range siy-
face to air missile, carries a 130kg explosive
warhead which travels at a speed of Mach 35
— greater than the strike speed of SAAF jets.

M THE SA-3 Goa can incorporate a homing,
heat-seeking system. Speed, Mach 2-plus, range
25km, ceiling; over 13km.

8 THE SA-6 Gainful has a high altitude range
of 60km and a speed of Mach 2.8

8 THE SA-8 Gecko. a low-altitude rocket
with a ceiling of 6km which will counter any
Iow-level sneak attacks taunched on their
forces.

B THE SA-13 Gopher, even deadlier with a
maximum range of 10km and a minimum of
500m. 1t carries a 6kg warhead.

To counter Cuban airstrikes which are bound
to be launched from an airfield under construc-
tion in the Cunene province, the SAAF would
possible deploy the Crotale Cactus and Tigercat
anti-air weapon systems at her disposal, These
do not carry the range or warhead capability of
the Cuban equivalents.

As South African Foreign Minister Pik Botha
recently mentioned — when two opposing
forces come into close proximity and they are




‘All it needs is a spark’

By ROBERT HOUWING
Weekend Argus Reporter
ALL it needs is a spark and
it could be war! This is the
assessment of military ana-
lysts anxiously watching the

confrontation of Cuban and .

South African forces placed
on alert across the Angola
border. :

Equipped with the latest
Wweaponry, they face each other
across the Cunene River -
only a few kilometres apart,
Both know that at any moment
they could be plunged into a
full-scale conventional war.

Although commentators
have described the situation as
mere posturing and sabre-rat-
tling on the eve of further An-
golan peace talks, it could take
only a minor skirmish to spark
a full-scale battle,

“Brinkmanship”

Professor Mike Hough, direc-
tor of Pretoria University's Is.
titute for Strategic Studies, be-
lieves there could be incidents
causing confrontation. Howey-
er, he does not think the Cu-
bans would move over the bor-
der deliberately.

A horder clash at thig stage,
he says, could be the biggest so
far in the Angolan war, Howey-
er, indications are that a game

of “brinkmanship” is being

played by hoth sides, he adds.

SA Defence headquarters
Spokesman Commandant Ian
Buck told Weekend Argus he
had “absolutely nothing to add”
to statements already released
on the situation,

The Ckief of the Defence
Force, General Jannie Geldeh-
huys, said the situation in the
south of Angola had deteriorat-
ed over the past fortnight.

He disclosed earlier in the
week that a Cuban reconnais.
sance group had been involved
in a skirmish .with South Afri-
can forces less than 12km
north-west of Ruacana last
week. There were no casual-
ties.

In response to the Cuban

presence on the Namibian bor-
der, the Defence Force has be-
gun calling up Citizen Foree
men. It has not divulged which
units, or bow:many, are in-
volved, . .1 ;
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