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Lenasia commulers
are battling against a
20 percent bus fare
hike imposed by the
Lenasia Bus Service
— and winning. After
a week- long bus
boycott the bus com-
pany backed down.

At the time of going
to press, the bus com-
pany had agreed to
postipone the fare
increase until a hear-
ing by the Road

Transportation
Board. Commuters
agreed to suspend the
boycott for a week.
The company also
agreed to meet com-
muters at least once
every three months to
discuss their grie-
vances, and wunder-
took to consult the
FRA whenever it con-
sidered an increase.
The bus company,
Lenasia Bus Service,
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United action against bus hike in Lenz

agreed to meet with

the Federation of
Residents Association
(FRA) who
spearheaded the
boycott, after the
boycott entered its
fourth day.

The meeting took
place simultaneously
with a mass meeting of
commuters and all
proposals made by the
company were relayed
to the meeting.

The FRA has also
presented a memoran-
dum to the Road
Transporiation
Board.

Commuters demand:
@® The scrapping of
the 20 percent
increase.

@ The introduction of
a coupon system.

® An end tw the
monopoly of the
Lenasia Bus Service.
@® Cleaner and safer

buses.

@ More efficient and
cheap internal service.
@® Reduced fares for
the aged, disabled and
unempioyed.

® Adequate subsidi-
sation.

“The increases come
at a time when we can
least afford them,”
said Dr. Ram
Saloojee, chairperson
of the FRA.

“Commuters are also

angry at the total lack
of consulation about

the increases,” he
said.
Despite police

harassment and offers
of a free service by the
bus company, com-
muters stood firm.
They refused to board
the buses until their
demands were met.
The boycott had 95

percent support.
“The  tremendous

Speak commemorates

the 30th anniversary of
the FREEDOM CHARTE.

unity and support of
the community contri-
buted to the success of

the boycott.,” com-
mented a FRA
spokesperson.

People with cars sup-
ported the call by
offering  transport,
giving lifts and picking
up people on the bus
routes.

“We have seen that
through united action
we can do something

On the eve of the Freedom Charter and June 16
commemorations people are still committed to the. -

Challenge to

)

“On

the 30th
anniversary of the
Freedom Charter
and the 9th anniver-
sary of June 16, we
need to take the
struggle to greater
heights,” is the call
from the United
Democratic Front.

There have been
nationwide protests
over issues such as
high rents, the buc-
ket system, unde-
mocratic local
authorities and the
high cost of living.
People are saying
apartheid is unbear-
able and it must go.

People's resistance
has put the govern-
ment in crisis.

“The government
is like a drunk
boxer. It may not
have a clear idea
about where it is
going, but it is still
strong and can still

UDF spokesperson.
“They are doing
their outmost to
resolve the crisis by
trying to smash our
organisations,
removing our lead-

ers and destroy the

people’s will to
fight.

The army and
police have declared
war against our
people and the

youth in particular.
In Duduza it was
alleged that police
were looking for all
people between the
age of 10 and 20.
Youth have been
forced to migrate to
other townships in
efforts to avoid the

police.

Many people have
been detained.
Cosas  organiser,
Siphiwe Musi and
Fosatu leader,
Andries Raditsela
died after being held

in pulme ':l.lst}.-
within days of each
other.

From . Soweto to
Welkom, leaders
homes have been
petrol bombed and
sometimes  com-
pletely destroyed.

Reports from dif-

ferent parts of the
country indicate
that the government
or its agents are
using differences
between the UDF
and Azapo or bet-
ween migrants and
residents to sow
division and disun-
ity amongst the
people.
“We need to
respond to this
onslaught,” says the
UDF, “and not
allow it to defeat
us.”

It is no co-inci-
dence that at such a
time the Freedom
Charter is again

“b ung

artheid !

tck"smdn

raijseg as a

guiding light by
many organisations.
“We cannot

merely attack the
present system. We
must say what we
want to replace it,”
said a spokesperson
from the Freedom
Charter Campaign
Committee.

“The 1dea of draw-
ing up a Freedom
Charter was
initiated just after
the successful
Defiance Campaign
where  thousands
had defied unjust
laws, fundamentally
challenging the
apartheid govern-
ment,” he said.

“It was then that
the Congress move-
ment of the 1950s
decided on the idea
of a Freedom Char-
ter to raise for the
people a positive
vision of an alterna-

tive apartheid-free

Curnick Ndlovu, executive chairperson of the UDF stands in front of
a Freadom Charter.

society,

“Today we need to
do the same. We
need to take the
Freedom Charter to
every man ana
woOmen In our coun-
try and show them a
positive alternative
exists.”

“We need to raise

" in the minds of the

people whose
townships have
been invaded,
whose children shot
dead in the streets,
and who cannot
bear another day of

suffering, the vision

and exploitation.”
“That wision will
inspire them to par-
ticipate with greater
determination and

zeal in the people’s

isations and
build them into
strong forces which
will take the strug-

gle to
heights.”

greater
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Let OUR leaders
speak for us!

Communities say no
to PW

Community orgamisa-
tions have dismissed
“as an attempt (o
divide the people™ the
Government's  estab-
lishment of a cabinet
commiltee where
“leaders who reject
violence™ can talk
about the future of
African people.
“MNothing is being
said about these lead-
ers being democrats
cally elected by the
vast majonty ol the
people. Nothing 15

sard about whether
this committee will
have any powers to
scrap unjust laws,” a
UDF  spokesperson
said

Already it 1s clear the
people who will sit on
this committee are the
same people who now
sit in the Black Local
Authonties and the
Trncameral Parha-
ment

“These people have

been silent while the
police and army
invade our
townships,” a spokes-
person for the SCA
said. “They raised the
rent when our wages
were being eaten by
high  prices and
unemployment.”
“They lailed to bring
about changes they
promised last vear,
and we have no reason
to believe they will use
this new forum to do
this.™

Council should consider
people before golf courses

REIGER PARK —
Reacting to the Gov-
ermnment’s announce-

ment o allow six
months  grace to
unemployed tenants

who are in arrears, Mr

George du  Plessis,
secretary of  the
Reiger Park

Hatepayers and Ten-

ants Association said
rent arrears and pay-
ments should be sus-

pended.
“Town councils get
the bulk of their

money from rents.” he
said, “now it is time
for them to give some-
thing back to the com-

munities.”

“The CNOrmous
amounts the councils
spend on maintaining
things like golf courses
can be cut to subsidise
the unemployed,” he
sand.

He pointed to the nis-
Ing numbers  of

unemployed who have
lost all hope of ever
finding work again
and are sinking deeper
and deeper into debt.

“What happens after
six months's grace?”
Mr Du Plessis asked,
“will they then be
compelled topay or be
evicted?”

Western writes
letter to PW

wemv_ﬁu" RESIDENTS ACTION COMMITTEE
RENTS

ing situation
WESTERN - Western
Township homes were
already condemned
before residents
moved in 20 vears ago
- and it is now one of
Johannesburg’'s worst
slums.

And State President
P W Botha's Govern-
ment must  take
responsibility for this
Misery.

This is Westbhury
Residents” Action
Committee's (Wrac)
message to Mr Botha,
in a letter calling for

the area to be rede-
veloped.

The area which was

redeveloped and
named Westbury
Extension 3  has

turned into a moder-
nised slum because of
the poor condition of
the houses and over-
crowding in the area,
says the letter

In 1981 residents
fought to prevent the
building of similar
houses in other areas
of Western. “Since
then we have been

EE ONS
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Flashback: A meeting called by Wrac three years ago. Today there is no change in the hous-

promised, year after
year, that better
houses would be built,
but we are still wait-

ing.”

“In the meantime
building costs are
increasing. In the end,
we the residents will
have to pay for the
delays of your council.
We will have 1o pay
higher rents to covei
the extra costs for
building the houses,”
said the letter

“We have petitioned
vour city coundcil

L ]

about the redevelop-
ment of our township.
We have
demonstrated at the
offfices of M
Wilsnach (Director of
Housing). Instead of
specding up the rede-
velopment  scheme,
your security police
have been used 10
intimidate our organi-
sattion and our resi
dents. Yet you speak
of reform and you
expect us to believe
that it 1s a good thin},
and thal change is tak-
ing place.™

Katlehong residents are fed up with the 17 year old bucket system

Erapo spearheads
campaign against
the bucket system

KATLEHONG - The
29 families living in
Katlehong's Mngadi
Section have endured
the stink, filthy condi-
tions and fear of
health hazards of the
bucket system for 17
YEars now,

Residents arc
demanding the local
council immediately
install a sewerage sys-
tem in the area, and

have asked the East
Rand People's
Organisation to take
up the problem.

Al a meeting called
by the families, resi-
dents complained:

@ They are charged
the same rates as other

Katlehong residents,
but domt have a
sewerage system
@ Night soil is col-
lected once a week

and sometimes not at
all. Often people are
forced to empty over-
flowing buckets in a

nearby wveld which
creates a4 health
hazard.

® Four families share
a communal tap.

Erapo chairperson
Paul Maseko said a
letter had been sent to
the <council stating
their demands.

High rents of new homes
angers Alex residents

ALEXANDRA
Alex residents are
angry about the high
rénts they have to pay
for new houses built
by the Alexandra
Town Council.

People earning not
more than RI50 a
month have to pay
rents between R124
and R139,

Alex mayor, Sam

Buti, says the council
is forced to charge
high rents because the
houses cost a lot to
build. He says the

houses in Phase | cost
R25 000,

But residents chal-
lenge this. They point
out that in other
townships the same
houses cost between
R4000 and Ra000.

“The houses are
ordinary cheap loca-
tion houses — maybe
a bit smaller with the
same walls of hollow
bricks, roofs, no ceil-
ings, cheap doors and
rough plaster,” one
resident said.
Community organi-

S LA LRI

sations in Alex accuse
the council of trying to
turn Alexandra into a
“middle class ghetto™.

“The kind of
township suited to
supplving semi-skilled
and skilled labour to
the rich Sandton
households and the
fancy factories in
Kramerville, Wyn-
berg and Kew.

“The council is kick-
ing out the poor
people of Alex by
overcharging on rent
they cannot pay.”

Old homes in Alexandra township were broken down to make way
for new houses at high rentals
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Unionist dies

iIn police hands

Andries  Raditsela.
trade umonist, died at
Baragwanath Hospi-
tal of severe brun
damage on 6th May
On Saturday morn-
ing 4th May 1985 he
was arresied by police
in a hippo at Tsakane
township

At 1030 am s
brother found him
lying unconscious on
the concrete floor of
the Adminstration
Board office under
armed guard. Accord-
ing 1o hospatal records
he was admitted only
at 5.45 that evening

MNews of his death
was received  with
anger and outrage. A
worker stoppage and
stay away in some
parts was called to co-
incide with his fun-
eral. Tens of
thousands of people
attended his funeral
on Tuesday 14th May
in Tsakane.

The Chemical Work-
ers Industrial Union
told Speak about
Andries  Raditsela’s
work in the union and
s  involvement in
struggles in the fac-
tory.

“Andries workéd al
Promiopmdustrial pro-
ducts in Benoni. In
Y83 he was acuvely
involved in recruiting
workers nto the
Chemical Workers
Industrial Union.

“In early 1983 he was
clected as senior shop
steward in the plant.

He was a very active
shop steward and was
imvolved 1n leading
many struggles in the
plant struggles over
wages, shift system,
unfair dismissals and
women nights.
“Andries was also
elected as chairperson
of the jont Dunlop
shop steward commit-
tee  which involved
Dunlop plants in Dur-
ban, Ladysmith and
Benoni He  was
important in solidanty
work carmed  out
around the major
Dunlop strike in Dur-
ban last year.”
*Because of
Raditsela’s commit-
ment and willingness
to sacrifice his per-
sonal life for the work-
ers struggle he rapidly
was elected o posi-
tions  within  the
CWIU and within
Fosatu,” said the
CWIU

Speak was told that:
“He became a
member of the CWIU

Branch Executive
Committee in 1983
and mn 1984 was
elected to the
National Executive
Committee. In the
same  vear he was

elected as Transvaal
Regional Chairperson
of_F in ihis
capacity he sat on the
National Fosatu Com

mittee. At the time of
his death he held the
position of vice-chair-
person of the Trans-
vaal region of Fosatu

Fedtraw goes
to milk board

PRETORIA - To pro-
test against the rise in
milk, butter and
cheese, the Fedcra-
tion of Transvaal
Women sent a delega-
tion to the offices of

the Dairy Board in
Pretoria.
The women pre-

sented a memoran-
dum to a semor offi-
cial at the Dairy
Board. In the
memorandum  they
demanded that:

® The government
adequately subsidise
all basic foods. The
Dairy Board should
call on the govern-
ment  to subsidise
basic foods instead of
passing the cost on 1o
the consumers.

® Consumers be con-
sulted about price
increases. There are
13 members of the
Dairy Board, said
Fedtraw, but only one
represents the con-
SUMers.

“We question the

ability and the author-
ity of Mrs Hirzel (the
consumer representa-
tive on the Dairy
Board) to represent
us. She has never con-
sulted the women of
Soweto, Mamelodi,
Thembisa or Driefon-
tein.”
® Milk surpluses be
sold at prices we can
afford and that they be
made avallable at
reduced costs o
clinics, schools and
welfare organisations.

Fedtraw expressed
their anger at the fact
that milk surpluses are
sold to other countries
at lower prices than in
South Africa.

This milk is being
used to feed Japanese
pigs while people in
South Africa are
starving, said a Fed-
traw spokesperson.

“Milk is our staple
food,” said  the
memorandum, “If it
was cheap, people will
buy it and there will be
no surplus.™
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Lenasia commuters decide

at a meeting of the Federa-
tion of Residents Association
(FRA) to boycott the Lenasia
Bus Service afteritincreased
fares by 40 percent (above).
Hundreds of commuters
picketed at bus ranks urging
commuters to stand firm

(left).

conflictin Tsakane

TSAKANE - “The
blame for the recent
infighting  between

residents and hostel
dwellers in Tsakane
must be Lad squarely
on the shoulders of the
police,” sad a spokes-
person  for  the
Tsakane Homeseck-
ers Committee,
SPEAK spoke to
members of  the
recently  established
Tsakane Homeseek-
ers Committee (THC)
to get the story behind
the deaths of at least
16 hostel dwellers and
residents.

Tension in  the
township began after
the funeral of youth
who was killed by a
police vehicle. Youths

attacked the police
barracks and the
beerhall.

“The youths iden-

tified the beerhall as
the property of the
East Rand Administ-
ration Board and
objected to the fact
that the profits from
the beerhall are not
used to benefit the
community,” said a
member of the THC.
Acccording to the
police, the hostel
dwellers, angered by
the burning down of
their beerhall,
decided 1o artack
township residents.

However members

of the THC say the
hostel dwellers were
encouraged by the
police. “It is clear that
the police were behind
the whole thing.” said
the spokesperson

“The hostel inmates
understood that the
youths were there to
attack the beer hall,
but the police created
confusion,”™

“We also have
reason to suspect that
some of the people
who attacked us were
not hostel residents
from Tsakane but
from outside areas,”
he added.

“Hostel iInmates
were seen being drop-
ped off by Putco buses
while Tsakane
inmates use  town
council buses. Others
were seen transported
in  hippos  late at
night.”

“The police gave the
hostel dwellers a
green hight to roam
around the township
doing as they please.
Residents were forced
o flee their homes
and spent sleepless
nights running away
from the hostel dwel-
lers.”

“Women were rap-
ped, our windows bro-
ken and property sto-
len from our homes.™

The THC tried to
control the situation

L als.

a police vehicle.

however the police
would fire teargas
whenever groups of
residents gathered.

After five days of
highting, abour 1 R0
hostel dwellers left
their hostels.

A crisis committee
was formed to assist
with burials and funer-
Many of the vic-
tims were buried in a
mass funeral.

The THC said that a
number of the people
killed were found 1o
have died from bullet
=wounds and were not
killed by the hostel
dwellers.

Trouble in Tsakane began at a funeral of a youth who was killed by

The THC plan to
press ahead with legal
action  against  the
police and the East
Rand Administration
Board.

The THC added that
in the past there had
been a good relation-
ship between the hos-
tel inmates and resi-
dents. There had been
joint soccer teams and
karate clubs and hos-
tel dwellers had
friends and relatives in
the townships,

The THC see the
attack by the hostel
dwellers as an attempt
to crush the militancy

Residents blame police for

and organisation of
the residents.

“There has been dis-
satisfaction for years
and it was clear that it
could erupt at any
nme.”

* The bucket system,
and the lack of houses
have always been
burning issues espe-
cially when you have
things like corruption
and unfair evictions,”
said the spokesper-
s0n.

Despite attempts to
smash the THC it js
still strong and has the
support of the resi-
dents.
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Ayco calls
for police

withdrawal

ALEXANDRA - The
Alexandra Youth
Congress (Ayco) has
called for the with-
drawal of the police
and army from the
township as the first
step towards restoring
peace in the area.

In a statement con-
demning police
action, Ayco says
unprovoked  police
action led to recent
unrest in the area.

“Police arrested any-
one they came across
in the street and some
residents were also
assaulted.

“This spread anger in
the area and the anger
turned into violence.

“Putco buses were
forced to withdraw
from the area. Com-
pany and delivery veh-
icles were also sub-
jected to this anger.™

Police moved into
the arca after a dis-
pute duning a school
soccer match at the
local stadium.

Many of those
arrested were youths
aged between 14 and
18. They explained to
a team of lawyers that
they were arrested
while:

@ sitting on shop ver-
andahs

@ walking to school
@ standing in front of
their homes

Some youths allege
they were assaulted

while in custody and
forced to make state-
ments saying Avyco
instructed them 1o
engage in violence.
Ayco president Paul
Mashatile and general
secretary Jacob Mis-

hali Were sub-
sequently arrested
and charged with

instigating public vio-
lence.

They were granted
R200 bail, each after
spending eight days in
jail. Bul the case was
later withdrawn.

Many other youths
were later also dis-
charged after police
failed to produce any
evidence against
them

Recently four other
youths were arrested
after Alex High
School students held a
protest calling for the
release of their col-
leeague Henry Vusi
Nkosi, also charged
with public violence.

Vusi was released on
R20M) bail.

One of the four, Sid-
well Nxumalo, 14, was
arrested and held in
custody after he was
shot in the leg.

It is alleged the
police refused to allow
his parents to take him
to a clinic for treat-
menlt.

The four were later
released on bail.

East Rand
civic grows

EAST RAND About
200 people attended
the first congress of
the People’s Organi-
sation (Erapo) under
the slogan “Housing,
security and comfort
for all”.

It was the first major
congress where all
East Rand townships
were represented
since the organisation
was formed.

The con
realised that if Erapo
was to be meaningful
and effective in repre-
senting the East Rand
communities, the
organisation had to
develop a mass base
and ensure the com-
munity becomes part
of its decision making
processes.

Among the many
resolutions adopted
WETE:

® Erapo renews its
anti-Black Local
Authorities campaign
to ensure all council-
lors resign. The cam-

paign would include
door-to-door  visits,
mass meetngs and
demonstrations.
@ Noting the East
Rand communities
were waging struggles
against high rents,
water and electricity
bills, acute housing
shortage and the
demolition of shacks,
Erapo would effec-
tively organise itself
and spearhead these
struggles,
@ Notng the success
of last year's stay-
aways as a result of
joint action by trade
unions, com-
munity and political
organisations, man-
dates s regonal
executive commitee Lo
examine the possibil-
ity of a united front
with trade unions on
the East Rand.

A  new executive
committee led by
Solly Maas of
Daveyion was
elected.

A standard nine pupil from Uitenhage High
School after being sjambokked by the
police

Young people shot at
Uitenhage operated
on each other with
kitchen knives o
aviod going to hospi-
tal.

So said Black Sash

president Sheena
Duncan, at a protest
meeting called by

Jodac, the Black Sash,

End Conscription
Committee and the
SA Council of
Churches.

The scene of the fatal shooting in Uitenhage on 21 March

“Al the hospitals the
police wait to arrest
anybody with bullet
wounds,” she said.
“Doctors are told to
put extracted bullets
into  bottles, lable
them with the name
and address of the
patient and hand the
bottles to the police.
“The patients are
immediately placed
under police gaurd
and when they are dis-
charged they are dis-
charged into police
custody

“It seems that bullets
in bottles are sufh-
cient evidence for a
public wviolence con-
viction, "

Duncan said as a
result residents
remove the bullets

themselves, wait until
the wound has fes-
tered, and then go 1o
hospital.

“Al least without the
bullet they will not be
handed over to the
police.”

Stone Sizane, East-
ern Cape UDF public-
ity secretary explained
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obey pollce

the events leading up
to the massacre on the
25th  annivesary of
Sharpeville.

“We were protesting
against rising prices
and the GST increase.

“We the people do
not  conirol  the
economy of the coun-
try. We do not make
decisions about GST
and the rising cost of
living. Yet we who

have no say, suffer
most,” he said.

Sizane said the
authorities had

ignored calls to stop
the three ter parha-
ment and black local
authontes which
necessitated the
increase in GST.

Sizane and Duncan
both condemned the
actions of the doctors
and hospitals in the
drnca.

Private doctors are
obeying security
police instructions not
to treat patients with
bullet wounds but
send them to the hos-
pitals where they face
cértain arrest.

Reiger Park cares for the aged.

A  camival atmos-
phere came to Reiger
Park recently when
drum majorettes, the
Boys' Brigade Band
and traffic cops took
to the streets in a pro-
cession to raise funds
for the Reiger Park
Society for the Care of
the Aged.

Hundreds of excited
kids and adults lined
the streets.

Mr. Sidney du Plessis
who organised the
procession thanked
the public for its
generosity.

“The success of the
project was due to the
assistance of the com-
munity, the school
principals, teachers
and scholars,” he said.

The society has
organised many such
projects in the past.

Mr. George du Plessis, Mrs D Jansen and
Mrs E Lambert counting the money raised
by the carnival

“Last year we
arranged a trip to the
Eastern Transvaal and
Game Reserve,”
another member, Mr
A Mohamed said.

“It was very enjoy-
able — for many of

those grannies it was
their first outing in
many years.”

The society has also
taken its senior citi-
zens to socialize at an
old age home in Ees-
lerus.

Members of the
Aged. From left to right: R. Witbool, E.
Hobbs, 1 McMaster, E. Lambert, D. Jansen,
A. Mohamed, C. Taylor, J. du Plessis, S.
Mohammed, D. Jonathan, G. du Plessis.

for the Care of the

We want an explanation

SOWETO - Soweto
residents are angry
about high water and
electricity charges in
the area and are
demanding an explai-
nation from the coun-
cil. And to show their
dissatisfaction over
the councils attitude

to the problem, about

300 placard carrying
protesters marched on
mayor Edward
Kunene's home.
Residents demanded
that:

@ Rents be reduced
to R25 a month,
including service
charpes.

@ Pensioners and the
disabled be exempted
from paying rent.

@ An explanation be
given for the high elec-
tricity and water bills,
who checks water and
electricity meters and
when are they
checked.

Kunene!

Residents demanded
Mr Kunene's resigna-
tion if he failed to
meet their demands.
A resident pointed out
to Speak that it would
be cheaper for the
council to buy electric-
ity from the power sta-
tton in Soweto than

from Escom.

We also pay higher
bills than people living
in Johannesburg, said
the resident.

The mayor’s reaction
to residents demands:
“I have nothing to say
to these demands and
[ will not bother
myself.”™
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Youth play vital
role in struggle

Soyco continues to grow

John Mathope, chief of Mathopestad signs petition to protest against forced removal

Mathopestad’s

battle continues

MATHOPESTAD -

The battle of
Mathopestad resi-
dents against forced
removal continues
despite government
promises to  stop
removals.

The Government has
—sinee- 10 been-trving
to forcibly move this

- community off land

they have owned since
1911, But all attempts
to resettle the people
in barren
Onderstepoort  have
failed.

From organisation to mobilisation

Not long after UDF
general secretary
Popo Molefe made
the call for the organi-
sation o move from
“Protest to Chal-
lenge” and from “Or-
ganisation to Mobili-
sation” he  was
detained together
with publicity secret-
ary Terror Lekota.
Yet this and the con-
stant harassment and
police violence meted
out against the UDF
and its supporters has
not prevented the
UDF from beginning
to implement these
themes decided on at
UDF's first National
General Council held
over the Easter
weekend.

In the months follow-
ing the NGC, the
UDF and its affiliates
have been turning
their attention to:

@ Drawing the
thousands of UDF

supporters into their
organisations.

Onderstepoort, near
Sun City, is hot and
dry.

“We do not want to
fight for jobs with the

poverty stricken
people of Bophutats-
wana,  a resident
said.

"People who were

INg cOmMmunity.

The people grow
enough mealies, sor-
ghum, beans and veg-
etables to sell to the
co-op at Koster. Many
people own herds of
cattle. And there is
plenty of water.

The government has
tned — and failed —

moved there from our 12 divide people on tri-
arc starving and many  Scperdic
return here to beg for own property from

food.

Mathopestad on the
other hand is a thriv-

® Strenthening
organisations  espe-
cially by educating
and training the
activists  who  run
them. For example
the TIC recently held
a conference where
activists from TIC
committees through-
out the Transvaal
came together to learn
from each other and
plan their future direc-
tion. The UDF Edu-
cation Committee has
15 also organising a
number of educa-
tional events for mem-
bers of affiliates.

® Looking at new
ways of preventing the
never ending police
harassment and brut
ality from defeating
us.

® Spreading the mes-
sage of the UDFto the
rural areas and help-
ing to build organisa-
tions in these areas.

@ Strengthening links
with trade union
organisations.

@ Setting up alterna-

those who do not.

In 1982 Mr Wentzel
of the Co-operation
and Planning Depart-

tive structures such as
advice offices and
clinics to meet
people’s practical
needs in arcas where
the black local
authorities system has
collapsed.  Already
such a structure exists
in the Vaal.

Delegates to the
NGC also made
important policy deci-
sions which reflect
UDF's change of
emphasis from protest
against the new con-
stitution and black
local authorities to
one of challenging the
entire system of apar-
theid.

These included:

@ Struggling for an
end to unemployment
and demanding a liv-
ing wage and useful
work for all.

® Demanding  the
immediate and uncon-
ditional release of all
political prisoners.

@® Calling on the
SADF and the police
to cease its violence

ment said only land-
owners will be able to
take stock with them
to the new place.
“When those tactics
failed the police and
security police were
called in to intimidate
people into moving,”
the resident said.
Now the Govern-
ment IS trying a new
tactic — to find a
pared to move. The
Government will not
talk to the elected
leaders because they
refuse to cooperate.

and attacks on
people’s Organisa-
Lions.

® Condemning the

United State's presi-
dent support for the
South African govern-
ment and demanding
an immediate end to
United States and
British collaboration
with the South Afri-
can government.

@® Oppposing the
New Zealand rugby
tour.

@ Supporting the
Namibian struggle for
independence and
demanding the

SOWETO - The Sow-
eto Youth Congress
(Sovco) has  grown
rapidly since its for-
mation in July 1983,

Presently it has nine
branches, many of
which were very active
in the campaign
against the Black
Local Authorities
elections.

Sovco was formed to
cater for young school
leavers, unemployed
and working youth.

Publicity —Secretary
Godfrey Mokate, said

the security police
“had to some extent
scared off potential
members”.

“But Soyco will con-

immediate and uncon-
ditional withdrawal of
the SADF from
Namibia.
@ Supporting the goal
of one trade union
federation. UDF
stressed the mpor-
tance of the unity of
the working people.
A national working

‘committee was set up

at the end of the NGC
to incorporate these
resolutions into a
programme of action
for the UDF.

. Curnick Ndlovu,
recently released after
serving 20 years

tinue to grow as the
only progressive
vouth movement in
Soweto,” he said.

The organisation
aims to help develop
young people through
participation in sport-
ing, cultural and polit-
ical activities.

Mokate pointed out
however that sporting
and cultural activities
were not an end in
itself.

“We also aim to draw
the vouth into the pro-
cess of bringing about

change in our coun-

oW By~ try st

s

¢ youth has a
vital role to play in the
struggle for national
liberation and social
justice.”

imprisonment on
Robben Island, was
elected executive
chairperson of the
UDF at the NGC.

“The  National
Executive Committee
are the servants of the
people and can only
work properly if they
have the support of
the people,” he said
shortly after being
elected.

Albertina Sisulu and
Archie Gumede, pre-
sently facing charges
of high treason, were
re-clected presidents
of the UDF.

“In organising the
vouth in our structure
we are going to try and
channel them into dif-
ferent community and
civic organisations.”

“soyco's immediate
concern 15 the alarm-
ing unemployment
rate amongst young
people in Soweto.”

We intend coming up
with projects to cater
for them,” Mokate
said.

Other activities for
the vear include the
1YY campaign and the
30th anmiversary of

‘the Freedom Charter.

At its recent General
Council, Soyco
adopted the Freedom
Charter as its prog-
ramme.

Council
Terror
remains publicity sec-

Lekota

retary and Popo
Molefe is still the gen-
eral secretary. They
emerged from hiding
just before the NGC
and were detained
shortly thereafter.
Azhar Cachalia of
the Transvaal Indian
Congress was clected
national treasurer.
Mohammed Vally
and Titus Mofole are
the two members of
the Transvaal UDF
executive who were
elected to the national
executive.
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Reform in tatters

The ‘reform’ programme which the govern-
ment tried to impose on South Africans last
years lies in tatiers. The black local authorities
system has collapsed leaving the government
with no ‘solution’ to the guestion of political
rights for urban blacks. The tricameral parlia-
ment has done little to legitimise their rule in
the eves of South Africa or abroad.

The government is in a mess. Yel instead of
heeding the people’s call to govern themselves,
they are trying to make new promises: to grant
freehold property rights, to open central busi-
ness districts to all traders, to re-investigate

influx control and so on.

But there is a caich. The government has said
they will not introduce these reforms until the
‘unrest’ in the townships stops. They know that
until they can regain control of the townships,
any new strategy to co-opt and divide the
people will never succeed.

Thus they have embarked on an all out cam-
paign to smash our organisations. In recent
months we have witnessed a campaign of terror
in our townships involving army and police
occupation, the harassment, detention and kil-
ling of our leaders and numerous divide and

rule tactics.

Against these odds we need to increase our
unity, dedication, perseverance and committ-

ment to continue to build our

nisations and

struggle for what we believe is right, in the face
of all attempts to divide, demoralise and

destroy us.
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Dr Boesak!

The campaign to dis-
credit Dr Allan
Boesak was scandal-
s,

Any attempt to dis-
credit and alienate the
oppressed people
from their leaders is
doomed to failure.

Dr Boesak 15 com-
mitted to the struggle
for peace, justice and

equality n  South
Africa, and IS
respected by freedom
loving people

throughout the world.

He epitomises the
trade wunion slogan
“An injury to one is an
injury to all.” Because

of his religious and
moral convictions he
accepts the suffering
of others as his own,
The participation of
other “religious” per-
sons in Apartheid
structures makes their
religious convictions
questionable.

It is obvious that
since  Dr Boesak
declared Apartheid a
heresy, through the
World Alliance of
Reformed Churches,
attempts will be made
to discredit him.

We stand by Allan
Boesak.

Ed
Eldorado Park

Government gloated over closure of Rand Daily Mail

The Rand Daily Mail
and Sunday Express
had long ceased to be
the great, courageous
newspapers they once
were.

The death of the two
flagships of liberal
thought is still being
lamented, and in some
circles, applauded. It
15 generally believed
that bad management,
drop in circulation and
decrease in advertis-
ing led to the closures.

But this is not the full
story.

The RDM has always
been a thorm in Ine
flesh of the Govern-
ment. Ministers have
always made threats
when newspapers
reported on things

they did not like.
Many commissions
were appointed 1o

investigale the Press,
resulting in further
curbs on the freedom
of the press.

If another Informa-
tion Scandal were to

take place today, jour-
nalists would be
unable to indepen-

dently investigate and
freely report on it.

In 1982 SA lost R35-
million in an illegal oil
transaction involving
the Government —

the Salem Scandal.

The scandal only sur-
faced in South Africa
last year when an
opposition MP raised
the issue in Parlia-
ment. South Africans

did not know about it
because various laws
prevented newspapers
from reporting about
it.

Now the Petroleum
Product Act is about
to be passed to plug
even that loophole.
Newspapers can pre-
sently report on any-
thing said in Parlia-
ment.

In the past laws were
not enough to silence
the Press. The World,
Weekend World and
Post were banned out-
rnight. The bans
attracted great public-
iy overseas, which
embarrased the Gov-
ermnmeént.

Since then no com-
mercial  newspaper

While the Govern-
ment wants (0 create
an impression with the
world that it is becom-
ing tolerant of oppo-
nents of its policies, a
vast array of laws have
been passed to further
control Press free-
dom. More devious
and less visible.

Over a long period
covert pressure was
applied to newspaper
managemenis. And a
new breed of execu-
tives, concerned with
profits than the tradi-
tional role of news-
papers, are becoming
increasingly  influen-

tial on the papers.
Contents and edito-
rials become less bold,

and more COMPromis-

ing. Investigative
journalism s no
longer encouraged —
and a pro-capitalist
stand 1s promoted.

Editors committed to
the role of the Press
are either given “up-
ward promotion” to
phase them out as
Laurence Gandar or
dismissed uncere-
momously like Allis-
ter Sparks.

History has shown
that before any major
confrontation the divi-
sions  between the
Opposing camps are
more clearly defined
and entrenched. The
closure of these news-
papers is part of that
process.

Hard facis
Brits

No place for foreign money

Little over a year ago
PW  Botha wisited
Europe. He  would
not try again. His tour
sparked off a wave ol
anti-apartheid  pro-
tests in Europe and
America.
Anti-aparthewd  pro-
tests  have  usually
been linked 1o con-
crete demands to pro-
South Afncan forces
in Europe and
Amernica o stop sup-
porting the apartheid
svsiem. Most promi-
nent has been the call
fordisinvestment.
Anti-apartheid  sup-
porters are demand-
ing that:
@ American and
European companics
close  down  their
South  Afrcan fac-
tories and do not open
new ones.

@® Banks stop lending
money to the South
African government,
and South Afncan

COmpanies.

@ There is a con-
sumer boveott  of
South African goods
such as fruit and gold

I.,.{"rl'H

@ Pension funds. uni-
versities  and  local
authorities in Americi
stop  investing  in
American  companies
which have links with
South Africa.

Already most over-
seits countnes refuse
W sell weapons 1o
South  Africa and
refuse to play sport
with its tcams.

The issue of disin-
vestment  in South
Alrica s regarded as
controversial.  Some
say that disinvestment
will hurt black work-
ers the hardest anc
should not be sup-
ported.

The UDF,
trade  unions
prominent church
people  have sup-
ported the call for dis-
investment. Let us
look at why here and
overseas the call for
disinvestment is sup-
ported.
® Foreign companies
are not in South Afri-
can to help black

workers. They are
here to reap super

major
and

profits because, as a
result of influx control
and other government
laws, they can pay
their workers very low
wages,

@ It 15 not true that
disinvestment  would
lead 1o drastic
increases in the num-
bers of unemployed.

Forcign  companies
onlv - employ  about
two to three percent ol
South Africa’s work-
force.

In fact more jobs
may be created. Many
OVErSCas  companies
are changing to use
machines which
require  less people
and if they were 1o
leave South Africa
this  process  would
slow down. For exam-
ple on the same day
that General Motors
announced they were
spending R40 million
on  new  automatic
machinery. they said
they were laying oft
ten percent of their
workforce. S0 much
for their concern for
black workers.

Senator Kennedy's visit to South Africa earlier this year spurred him to support the disin-
vestment campaign.

@ Foreign companies
often provide essen-
tal machines to the
government and army
in  particular. which
they use to do their
dirty work. For exam-
ple  Ford sells hun-
dreds of army and
police vehicles to the
South African govern-
ment.

® Foreign companies
pay large sums of
money in laxation to
the apartheid state.
buying teargas, bullets
and rifles which are
used o kil  gur
unarmed and defence-
less people when they

protest  againt  pass
laws, forced removals,
infenor education and
the denial of political
rights.

@ The largest amount
of foreign investment
in South Africa is in
the form of loans o
the government and
state institutions such
as Escom. These loans
usually come with
strings attatched. For
example when the
International Monet-
ary Fund (IMF) lends
money o the govern-
men. it does so on
condition that the gov-
ernment cuts back on

spending. This is why
the government has
cut back on hospital
services, pensions and
subsidies on bread and
basic foods.

® Foreign loans are

used to finance the
ever INcreasing
defence budget. [If

South Africa was not
able to get these loans
they would be pres-
surised to end their
war in Namibia., cut
down their support (o
groups such as Unita
in Angola and
Renamo in Mocam-
bique

® An increasing

amount  of foreign
investment is going to
the bantustans where
it props up corrupl
and illegitimate lead-

Ers.
@ Lastly. the threat of
disinvestment has

lorced bosses and the
government to accede
to the demands of the
people. For example
the early release of
trade unionists after
the stay-away last vear
was partly out of a fear
of how much the
detentions were fuel-
ing the fire of those
calling for disinvest-
ment.
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There’s not enough money
to go round!

People pay high prices to live.
Rent, GST and food increases all
lead to low living standards.

Times are hard.

All over the country more and more
people are facing hardship and
insecurity. Every day people are los-
ing their jobs. The price of goods and
services have soared,

There’s the rent to pay, food and
clothing to buy, HP payments to
meet, transport, hospital fees and so
on — and there’s not enough money

to go round.

And for thousands the times are
one of sheer survival.

For the sick who can't afford to go
to hospital. For the unemployed

WHY THE HIGH
COST OF LIVING?

@® APARTHEID IS

EXPENSIVE
R ]
Money is wasted on
the army and
police.on the pass
TawWs, Torced remow-

als, community coun-
cils and the mcameral
parliament, instead of
meeting the
need for
rents,
transport and
adequate unemploy-
ment benefits,

® A FEW
MORE

l

TAKE

A few big bosses
take the lions share
out of what is pro-

duced by the working
majonty. Their main
interest is in the profit
they can get from the
work of others, and in
thewr search for pro-
fits, prices are raised.
They produce what
will make the most
profits and not what
the people need. They
decide how many

goods to produce and

how much to sell

them for,
Pl o TR s S

® THE ECONOMY IS

IN A CRISIS
g R R 3 R T,

The  Government
has mismanaged tax-
payers money. Its
priorities  are  all
wrong, and the

people are forced to
pay for the high cost
of Apartheid.

with no jobs and no hope. For the
mainourished child who's migrant
worker father cannot send enough
money home for food. For the home-
less family evicted because the rent

could not be paid.

To be able to live today you have to
pay a high price. A price most cannot

afford

Why is the price so high that it has
brought many thousands onto the
streets — in the Vaal, Tumahole,
Uitenhage — demanding it be low-
ered? And how has the price been
made higher for the majority of the

people?

Because of its
unpopular policies
many South African
products are boycot-
ted by overseas coun-
tnes, and the govern-
ment 1s also forced to

trade through the
back door or trade at
higher prices.

The disinvestment
campaign has led to
fevwer companias
operating in  South
Africa,

it 1s also becoming
more difficult for the
Government to bor-
row money. The Inter-
national Monetary
Fund recently told the
Government they
would only lend them
money if it cut back on
spending.

Because of the low

rand,
more has to be paid
for imported goods
and machinery, and
prices are pushed up.

value of the

® HOW HAS THE

BURDEN BEEN
PASSED ONTO
THE PEOPLE?

In trying to get out

people, raising the
cost of living and
attacking  already

low living stan-
dards.

it  passes on
straight price

increases and, cuts
back on subsidies
and expenditure on
food, housing and

medical care.
P ¢ SO T T SR

® RENTS AND

HOUSING
L e —

The  Government
has decided not to
build anymore houses
and to sell those they
presently let out
Residents have 1o
now build, buy and
maintain their own
houses,

The Government is
also unable and unwil-
ling to finance black
local authorities, so
rents and service
charges are

increased.
“

@ PETROL  PRICE

INCREASE
s i B S L

Most of South
Africa’s petrol s
imported. The low
value of the rand
means it costs a lot.

The petrol price went
up by 40% in January.
Higher petral prices
push up the pnces of
many other services
and commodities
ncluding TRANS-
PORT, COAL, PARAF-
FIN.

e PRSI e TR
® GENERAL SALES
TAX

The increase in GST
has been an easy way
for the Government to

gel more money. An
extra R1 737 million
will go to government
coffers to help pay for
their new tricameral
parliament

P e T T
® FOOD PRICES

e ol P T T S
The drought, higher
tramsport COS1S,
inadequate  govern-
ment subsidies, the
monopolisation of the
food industry — the
entire industry is

owned by only two
Companes — have
all led to higher food
prices

L e . R T

® MEDICAL FEES
e S S I S T o

The Government
wants to cut back on
expenditure. Oneway
it has done this is to
spend less on health
services — pushing
hospitals to increase
tarnfs.

People fight back as
the screws turn tighter

For the majority of
the people things
never did look any
better. Life has
never been more
unbearable wunder
Apartheid - with its
tricameral  pariia-
ment and “black
forum®, the scrap-
ping of the Mixed
Marriages and
Immorality Acts, the
granting of freehold
rights in some areas,
and the opening of a
few restuarants.

Apartheid is
entrenched aven
further and the
screws on  the
people are turned
ever tighter. The evi-
dence of thisisin the
sustained uprisings
sweeping the coun-
try.

@ THE VAAL where
more than 300 000
houssholds have

rents for up to 9
months now.

® THE FACTORIES
where despite a
severe recession,
the number of
strikes in support of
a living wage has
increased.

® SOWETO where
residents regularly
confront councillors
on high electricity
bills, and where
women lead the
fight against high
medical tarrifs.

@ KATLEHONG

where residents
forced the suspen-
sion of rent
increases and where
squatters continue
an ongoing battle
against forced

removal.

® TSAKANE where
the community's

decent homes pro-
voked instigated
clashes between
hostel inmates and
residents.

® DUDUZA where
hundreds of resi-
dents dumped their
sewage at the
Administration
Board offices in pro-
test against the buc-
ket system.

@® RATANDA where
thousands boycot-
ted high rents and
high transport
costs.

® LAMONTVILLE
where commuters
refused to board
buses following fare
increases.

@ UITENHAGE
where massive pro-
tests against GST

and unemployment
led to scores being

boycotted high united stand for shotdead.
M
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Thirty years later...the Freedom Charter
still voices the people's demands for
a democratic society in South Africa

“What are your problems? What kind of
South Africa do you want?”

Thess woere the guestions asked to
thousands upon thousands during the
campaign to draw up the Fresdom
Charter thirty years ago.

Their demands and ideas of a free
South Africa were collected and dravwn
together in a document called the Free-
dom Charter, i we were (o ask paople
the same guestions today, we would

get the same replies. with this,

The People

Shall Govern!

Ty Fresciom Charier e
“ml bndae ol mineety rols
mivmory bosals, couresle et 3
mthonbes shall ba mplscmi
by derssratic nrgarn of aetf-
powminmanl”

W il Por “avary @dn dnd
wadiEh " 10 “Tuival e Fighl 1D
ik Tor and sand &8 5 candi
daie lor sl bodes which
make Iy, "l pesople shall
ba pniiilgd 10 igcg pan in o
sdmirsteton of e ooun-

The problems of apartheid still axist.
The demands of the Freedom Charter
hawve not yet been met,

The Freedom Charter has been labled
and smeared by the government.

But let us look at what this document
says and judge for ourselves.

At such a time it is important that we
have avislon of the future — aclear idaa
of where our daily struggles will take
us, The Freedom Charter provides us
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Inoperative. Feced with 1he

Mifds

All National
Groups Shall
Have Equal
Rights!

The Fresdom Charier eih-
damia  faia.  olaul  dnd
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The Land Shall
Be Shared
Among Those
Who Waork It!

i thie reral dremn, the Bersbis-
la policy hin koroad misny
panpke on 0 L 1o Hinke and
= @hil O ol e o
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All Shall Be
Equal Before
Tha Law!
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Thirty years later...the Freedom Charter
still voices the people's demands for
a democratic society in South Africa

“What are your problems? What kind of
South Africa do you want?”

Thess woere the guestions asked to
thousands upon thousands during the
campaign to draw up the Fresdom
Charter thirty years ago.

Their demands and ideas of a free
South Africa were collected and dravwn
together in a document called the Free-
dom Charter, i we were (o ask paople
the same guestions today, we would

get the same replies. with this,

The People

Shall Govern!
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The problems of apartheid still axist.
The demands of the Freedom Charter
hawve not yet been met,

The Freedom Charter has been labled
and smeared by the government.

But let us look at what this document
says and judge for ourselves.

At such a time it is important that we
have avislon of the future — aclear idaa
of where our daily struggles will take
us, The Freedom Charter provides us
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Mineworkers boycott forces
down mine store prices

Strikes on the mines have made
news headlines time and again over
the last year. Less is heard about the
boycotts of concession stores, taxis

and mine sports facilities

by

mineworkers concerned to improve
their conditions and fight for their
rights on the mines. Here SPEAK
speaks to NUM officials about the

boycotts.

Hundreds of thousands of
workers, work long hard shifis
under dangerous conditions
deep down in the mines. When
they come up from the bowels of
the earth, they are cooped up in
overcrowded, uncomfortable
compounds and fed wirtually
inedible food. Once a year they
go home to see their families.
And all this for meagre wages.

Mineworkers are no longer
prepared to accept such condi-
tions. In the first three months
of this year as many as 80 000
workers went on strike at diffe-
rent mines around the country,

At mine store prices washing
was an expensive business.

The number grows daily.

Organised under the National
Union of Mineworkers (NUM)
they have not been deterred by
brutal police action and mass
dismissals. Faced with unbeara-
ble living and working condi-
tions they do not have much to
loose.

Workers have also
demonstrated their power and
determination through boycot-
ting concession stores, liquor
outlets and taxis which charge
high prices.

During these boycotts wokers
have not only won improve-
ments for themselves but also
shown the mine bosses they are
a force to be reckoned with.

“Because mines are usually
between 20 and 50 km away
from towns, workers have no
option but to buy almost every-
thing from food and basic neces-
sities to bicyles and presents for
their families from the conces-
sion stores on the mines,”
explained Manoko Nchwe,
NUM publicity secretary

“The concession stores take
advantage of this and charge
exhorbitant prices.”™

“We know there are items for
which we are not supposed to
pay tax,” says shaft steward,
John Blom. “But if you go to
these stores you pay tax for each
and every item including
bread.”

Prices change daily. For exam-

ple at East Dricfontein mine,
bread is sold for R1 on Sundays.
Mineworkers also complain
that they are sold rotten food,
especially milk and meat and
that eating places are often
filthy.

Workers have even been sub-
jected to body searches in an
abusive manner when going to
buy a simple loaf of bread.

“Workers came together and
talked about the problems of the
concession stores,” said Blom.

“They decided that it would be
better to keep away from these
stores. We also told manage-
ment about our grievances.”

At East Driefontien the
boycott began in December.
Workers made arrangements to
get things from Johannesburg or
walked 3km to other shops.

At first management did not
take much notice. But when
they realised the workers were
SeTIous, management  pres-
surised the shops to improve
conditions.

Workers decided to end the
boycott after their shaft steward
commitiee checked to see if the
improvements were satisfac-
lory.

“We check regularly to see that
the conditions do not revert
back to how they were. They

Mineworkers have no option but to buy everything from bare
essentials to sewing machines from the mine stores.

The workers decided to say
they will go back to the shop but
when they were released they
didn’t use the shop.

Through their union, workers
were able to share experiences
with mineworkers in other areas
and so the boycott spread. Con-
cessions store boycolts have
happened at at least five mines.

At Stlfontein gold mine there
was also taxi boycott in
November last year. Minewor-
kers were demanding that taxi-
drivers reduce their fares by 50c.

“The taxi drivers were taking
advantage of the soft spoken
and well-respecting migrants.”
said Nchwe.

“The taxi drivers were taken by
suprise,” she said. “They
decided to speak to manage-
ment instead of speaking to the
shaft stewards.

“The boycott continued until
the taxi association sat down
with the shaft stewards and set-

tled the issue. The fares were
reduced.”

“The boycotts have made our
members more committed and
more determined,” said Nchwe.

“Workers have realised that
the union is something which
unites them irrespective of
whether they come from Malawi
or Mocambique or Transkei and
which fights for their nghts.”

Nchwe stressed that the union
head office did not organise the
boycotts: “One shop owner
used to come to our head office
all the time. We used to tell him
to go and talk to the shaft ste-
wards on the mine and settle the
problem with them, not us.”

“The role of the union is to
bring workers together and edu-
cate them that their problems
are common and as such they
have got to be united in order to
be in a position to defeat the big
giant the mine bosses,

Meals on the mines

“We all have to queue. You

know our determination and .

our power,” said a shaft ste- E'tll"t by the hlgFESt pot

e with pap. It is dished up
with a small spade th

When the boycott began at orgeliiigd

another mine, three shaft ste-
wards standing outside the shop
were arrested by the police and
charged for “intimidating™
workers.

On the second day another
cight workers were arrested.
“At the charge office, the police
called management,” said
Blum. “Management said to the
workers he will tell the police to
lock them up unless they agreed
to use the shop.™

call a spoon. The pap is
never properly done,
either very stiff or very
watery. You get a lump
placed on the plate. Next
the dirty vegetables...a
spoonful. Next, the beans,
which are full of small
stones and wood particles
are added. To the meat pot
next...a piece the size of a
matchbox and that
includes the bone. You end

off with a spoon of taste-
less gravy...You are forced
to eat everything because
the tribal representatives
patrol while you eat, They
are there to make sure you
don‘t leave the stones and

the wood pieces on the
table!”

NUM shaft steward said,
“Such bad conditions have
forced workers to buy their
own food at the mine
stores. But here too food is
rotten and the prices are
exhorbitant.”

Westdene bus disaster:

hurt the most?

® The Pretoria coun-
cil paid the funeral

Many,

oceured a month later.
if not more.

Who gets

The Westdene
bus disaster
shocked  South €5

Afnca. Black and

white communities
were horrified and
responded with
sympathy.

But with time people
have became less sym-
pathetic in response to
the way i which the
government and sec-
tions of the white com-
munity have turned a
private tragedy into a
national disaster:

@ The state president
interrupted  parlia-
ment to announce the
disaster.

@ Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Pik Botha
paid a personal visit to
the scene of the disas-
ter and attended the
funeral.

@ A call was made for
shops and businesses
to shut on the after-
noon of the funeral.

@® Millions of rands
poured into a disaster
fund set wp for the
families

The question many
people  were
wis: “What if the chil-
dren were black?
The response would
not have been the
same

The newspapers and
radio pay little atten-
tnon to bus disasters
involving black
people. Hardly anv
coverage was given to
the bus accident ar
Kliptown carrying
commuters to
Eldorado Park which

asking

young people were
shot dead by police in
Uitenhage one week
before the bus disas-
ter. Not nearly so
much fuss was made of
these deaths. No dis-
aster fund was set up.
“Why should a disas-
ter fund be set up tor
white children, when
there is no such thing
for the breadwinners
shot dead in
Uitenhage,” asked a
person [rom Soweto.
Many have also been
hormbied by the two
aftempted attacks on
the hie of Mr Horn,
the coloured bus
driver of the fateful
bus. And aghast at the
police’s response.
After the second
attack, a senior police-

man investigating the
case had the audacity
to tell the press that
Horn may have tried
to inflict those injuries
on himself.

“Where are  the
police when we need
them,” asked an
Eldorado « Park resi-

dent, “Mr Horn and
his family are living
through a nightmare "
After the accident a

city council official

announced that

fences, at whatever Klipspruit-West and  will be erected in our
cost, will be erected at  Eldorado Park. areas,” said an Anti-
the Westdene dam  “We are still waiting PC  member in
and at bridges in to see whether fences Eldorado Park.
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Organise for power!

Nationwide the black local authorities system has
been rejected, and councillors have been forced to
resign. Instead more and more people are joining
democratic organisations formed by the people,
elected by them and accountable to them. Here
SPEAK reviews the struggle against the black local
authorities and looks at the path ahead.

Communitics  coun-
trywide are showing
the power of their
unity against the cor-
rupt and brutal rule of
community councils,
against rent increases
and poor living condi-
nons.

In Sharpeville,
Sebokeng, Ratanda,
Davyion and Soweto,
residents have rallied
against rent increascs,
In the Waal 350 (00
households hiive
refused to pay rent for
nearly 8 months now,

In the face of popular

pressure councils
scrapped rent
increases in Ratanda,
Davevion and Sow-
cto.

In Tsakane and Kat-
lehong, residents won
a victory against shack
demolitions.

In KwaMNgema and
*! nt .
"'HIIIJ!_'. waon o hree
year battle  against
forced removals to the
Bantustans

In the Eastern Cape.
the people of
Uitenhage, Port
Ehzabeth., Craddock
and Beaufort West
stood up o rising
prices  and  dummy
councils. All the coun-
cillors in  Beaufort
West and Craddock

resigned  and.  in
Ustenhage. 15 out of
16 councillors

res-
igned

Since  August st
vear, 150 councillors
have resigned and

only 5 out of the 34
councils set up by the

Black Local
Authiorities Act in
1983 are stll function-
Ing.

Residents have

tought these struggles
because they want o
live in security and
comfort  with  their
families, and make the
decisions that affect
their d:tsly lives,

Comfort

Residents are
demanding housing at
rents they can afford
and the right to live
and work where they
choose; not 1o live in
constant fear of dawn
rands and the destruc-

ITIL‘_'. are ols |.r|._.||Jr1.
saying the Black Local
Authorities and Com-
munity Councils must
2o,

These councils were
never ¢lected by the
people. In the vear
and a half that they
have been in  exis-
tence, they have not
fulfilled any of their
election promises to
lower rents or

conditions.
Instcad rents  have
gone up. conditions
have become worse
and the councillors
have proved to be cor-
rupt and brutal

Many stories are told
of councillors allocat-
ing hcences and
houses to friends and
relatives.

IMPprove

Councillors
Pensioners have
been  evicted  from

their homes 1o make
way  for councillors’
relatives and. 10 get
the council to put ones
name on the |1m|.:-||'|;_:
list requires a bribe,

Counallors have
proved unwilling 1o
histen to the people’s
problems. They have
shot  at  peaceful
demonstrators; refuse
to  attend residents
meetings or allow then

halls

Residents  demand
their rights  through
their own democratic
orgamsations.
Organisations which,
unhike the councals,
are not amposed on
the people.
Democratic  organi-
sations are formed by

the people them-
selves. The leaders of
these  orgamsations

Active participation builds strong organisations

are  elected by the
people and are at all
times accountable to
the people. They do
nol make decisions on
behalf of the people,
nor do they impose
decisions on  the
people

Democratic  organi-
sations encourage the
participation of the
people at all iimes.

The participation of
the people in taking
up their own problems
15 the only way that
people are able to
solve these problems.
But the Government
has made it difficult
tor democratic organi-

satons b lunction

The police  have
detwned leaders and
charged them. Meet-

ings are regularly ban-
ned and community
halls are not  made
available to residents.
The police and army
occupy lownships day

and night. False Hum_
lllllL"lh Al TS A sLT LR

rumours are spread.
and tension s deliber-
ately created within
communies.,

Communication

Commumication bet-
ween  residents  and
their organisations s
being made difficult,
and responsible
leadership s bemng cut

Ooff Irom the commun-
iy

But the strength of
democratic commun-
Iy organisations goes
bevond  just  muass
meetings and leaders,

House visits

Organisations  use

house meetings. a net-
work of street and
arci  representatives,
the door to door dis-
tribution of pamphlets
and newsletters, o
consult wath the com-
munity and maintain
ongoing contacl
Active participation
and decision making is
essential for the
democratic commun-

Iy T Eanesation.

These methods help
Chsune llf!:i]l'“‘-;.'l“l.ll'l!'h
remain - strong  and
under the direction of
the people. Not only is
I democratic, but i
also reduces the possi
bility of ill considered
actions  and  ensures

salions” actions.

Strong organisations

rooted in the com-
munily bring aboui
the orgamised unity
and action of the com-
mumity  for democ-
racy. and are the
orgamsabions through
which the commumty
can take control over
its own life.

Free to live
together, but ....

Apartheid still reigns

The government is
preparing 1o scrap the
Mixed Marriages Act
and Section 16 of the
Immorality Act. But
what difference will it
make? SPEAK asked
people  what they
thought.

“Its easier than being
an outcast but we're
still not welcome in
broader society™, said
one person who no
longer needs o hde

from the threat of
imprisonment.
Most couples

affected by the laws
made the point that
while the government
may appear to allow
mixed MAarriages.,
there are many other
laws which effectively
prevent them from
leading & normal life,

As one person said:
“It means | can be leg-
ally married and have
legal sex. But nothing
else has changed, the
Group Arcas Act,
influx control, sepa-
rate schooling, sepa-
rate buses all stll pull
us apart.”

Besides these laws
there is still the prob-
lem of  people’s
attitudes, “I"l.."{ll'llt:h
stares and snears will

nol simply disappear.
Racist attitudes have
been cultivated in
people’s minds over
the years by  the gov-
ernment’s racist laws,
racist education and
soon.”

Many people feel
that the government's
move 1o scrap the
Immaorality Act is part
of its present political
stralegy. As  one
woman said: “It is try-
ing o get out of the
hotseat without mak-
ing any real changes
— just like the tricam-
eral parliament™

“They appear 1o be
sharing power with
coloureds and Indians
but we know that par-

The Immorality Act may go...but the Group Areas Act, influx con-
trol, separate schooling, separate buses etc will still keep them

apart.

—

liament works in such
a way that only the
Nationalist Party has
real power.”

The vast majonty of
the people in South
Africa are untouched

by the removal of
these laws,
A resident in

Eldorado Park
pointed out that; “The
scrapping of the sex
laws means nothing to
us when we do not
have money to buy
bread for the children
and houses o live
comiortably”

A Westbury resident

=

summed 1t up for
many when he said:
*We cannot be thank-
ful to the government
for scrapping laws
which should not have
been made in the first
place and which were
made without our con-
sent.”
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How do councils spend our rent mon

...lining councillors pockets?
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Each month we have
to pay site rent, rent,
service charges and
in most township
also an electricity

on which the house is built.
Even if we buy our houses we
stil have to pay this rent
because we do not own the
land. Blacks are not allowed to
buy land in the urban areas.

Service charges

This money goes to pay for the
electricity and water we use
Some people have meters and
they will pay for as much as
they use. If people do not have
meters it will be a flat rate.
People who have meters often
have to pay for the water that
leaks in the pipes near their
houses

Electricity levy

This money goes to repay loans
that the council took out to elec-
trify Soweto. The loans were
used to dig trenches and put in
cables. We still have to pay
extra to get our houses wired,

Rent

The money we pay for rent is
meant to be used for many dif-
ferent things. These are
detailed below.

Our rent money goes to the
community, town or village

councils. They decide how to

spend our rent money. The rent
slip above shows how they say
they spend our money in
Soshanguve. In other areas the
proportions differ shightly,

While they say that the money

tarmng roads or  providing
creches we do not see much
evidence of this. We pay the
money in one lump sum and
have no guarantee of where
that money really goes.

The council says that the rent
money goes 1o

Basic rent

The money used to build the
houses i1s paid back in this way.
However many of the houses
are old and residents have long
since finished paying back the
cost of their houses. Yet they
must pay this part of the rent.

Administration
Our money is used to pay the

We pay very

We pay high rents with very lit-
tle return. Although they are
high they are not enough to
cover all the services that are
needed in our townships.

The government should pay
for these things. Instead the
government spends large sums
of money on the army, propping
up the bantustans and forced
removals. Most of this money is
the money which we pay in
taxes.

Bucket
system

spreads
disease

People using the bucket sys-
tem live in danger of getting
diseases which can often
cause death. Faeces is some-
times spilt in the yard and in

the streets when being
removed.
H the faeces become

infected by germs any of the
following illnesses may be
caused:

salanes, houses, cars and insur-
ance premiums of the council-
lors and their staff. They are
supposed 1o manage and main-
tain the townships. So far they
have done very J_l;[[ﬂ EACE Mm

train ther pnvate
armies. They squander and
waste the people’s money

Maintaining our

houses

This money is meant to be
spent on repairing roofs, walls,
doors, windows, toilets etc. It
could also be used on repainting
or plastening old houses.

BUT the council never comes
when we tell them about our
leaking drains, broken windows
and cracked walls. They rarely
repaint old houses

Community facilities
This money is meant for parks,
creches, halls and playing
fields

o SRR e, e SR
e
S

- oot A

re does our rent money go?

YET children are forced to roam
the streets because there are
insufficient playing fields, parks
and recreation halls. Organisa-
tons are often refused permus-
sion tg use the lew halls there
S0 @ven Lhouad they were Duit
with their own moneay.

Rates
This money goes to maintaining
roads, street lamps, water

pipes and sewerage.

BUT most township roads are
bad Roads to the townships
are only improved when the
army or police need to move in
mare speedily

School levy fund
The school levy fund is meant to
be used for building and main-
taining school buildings. How-
ever the Department of Educa-
tion should pay for schools and
the money should not come
from our rents

Everybody pays the school
levy even if the do not have chil-

dren at school or cannot afford
to send their children to school

Few councils have built
creches and pre-schools where
working parents can leave their
children in safety

Health levy

The health levy s used for
township clinics. There are too
few and they are overcrowded
and inadequate. Medical tariffs
are rising and the number of
free or subsidised services pro-
vided by chnics and hospitals is
decreasing. In many clinics
adequate inoculation services
for children are not provided
Free soup and milk powder is

no longer given to some
patients.
Insurance

The council takes out insurance
50 that when a house is burnt
down, collapses or is driven into
by a large truck, they will get
moneay to replace it.

high rents with very little return

The government has given no
money to the black local
authonties. It told them they
must raise therr own money.
Unlike in white areas there are
few businesses and industries
in the townships from which
the councils could demand
rates and taxes.

Councils have also been told
to sell their beer halls and so
their only source of money is

® Diarrhoea and vomiting:
Untreated sewerage has
many germs which may
‘cause this. If the illness con-
tinues or is not treated then
dehydration (lack of water or
loss of water in the body) may
occur which could, cause
death, especially of young
children.

from rents. To make matters
worse many councils inherited
huge debts from the old com-
munity councils and administra-
tion boards,

Some councils embarked on
‘upgrading schemes’ such as
electrification and road tarring
in an attempt to win some credi-
bility for themselves. However
these schemes only affect a
minority of residents and have
instead got the councils into

® Hepatitis:
This is a very serious iliness of
the liver. When people get

hepatitis they  become
nauseas, vomit, lose their
appetite and their skin

becomes pale. This disease
can lead to death if the liver is
severly damaged.

Polio:
This iliness may result in per-

greater debt.

If people had a say in govern-
ment decision making they
would ensure that there were
rents that people could afford.
They would see that more
money was allocated to keep-
Ing rents low, to building more
houses and improving
township conditions and that no
money would go to forced
removals, influx control and
undemocratic councils.

manent weakness and par-
lysis of parts of the body and
can cause death. Children are
usually immunised against
polio soon after birth which
should protect them from get-
ting the disease.

@®Dyssentry:
This disease causes diar-

rhoea with passing of blood.
It also can cause death.
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The Wonder Box - A wonderful

way of saving money and time

Through GST the govern-
ment takes food out of the
mouths of people to pay
for apartheid. The price of
food has gone up so much
over the past year that
many people cannot afford
healthy meals. Making
ends meet has become
more and more difficult.

Yet in order to survive,
people have had to invent
ways of saving money and
still meet their basic
needs.

Women’s groups all over
the country have been
investigating cheap nut-
ritious foodstuffs and new
methods of cooking.
SPEAK looks at some ways
to beat the budget.

T S St ML
THE WONDER BOX

Gz

. vl RV A fitting lid. Put one
: . __tu . and
This invention is as won- make a -

derful as its name sounds.

@ it saves money because
it cooks with little fuel.

@ It is safe because it can-
not cause a fire.

® It saves time — cooking
for you while you work or
shop.
@ It is cheap and easy to
make.

A womder box is useful
for cooking cheaper cuts of
meat and soya beans —
foodstuffs which normally
need a lot of time for cook-
ing.

MAKING A WONDER BOX

... is sasy and cheap ...

You will need two cush-
ions made of mutton cloth
or other washable mate-
rial.

These cushions should be

loosely filled with any of

the following:

® polystyrene or
styrofoam — the stuff used
to pack glass.

® small pieces of woolen
or nylon material.

® flakes of newspaper

L

When you have made and
stuffed the cushions, find a
cardboard box with a

cooking pot. Use the other
cushion for covering the

N,
%
\
*,
J

You now have an instant,
home-made, cheap slow
cooker. Now some advice
on how to use it.

Part of Fedtraw’s cost of living campaign is teaching women about the Wonder Box.
Here Fedtraw members look on as the food cooks

USING A WONDER BOX

Boil your food on the
stove for a few minutes
until the food is heated
right through. It is best to
use a pot that is just big
enough for the food you
will cook.

Put the lid on the pot
before you remove the pot

from the stove en that ¢ha
lid can also get hot.

Make sure the nest in the
wonder box is ready to

take the pot and that the
wonder box is nearby so
you don’t waste heat car-
rying the pot around.
Quickly cover the pot
with the other cushion,
making sure there are no
gaps. The more food there
is in the pot the longer it

saelll balka fan = =i

But within an hour or two
the wonder box will have
done your cooking for you.

A RECIPE FOR MRS. SADIE'S STEW
AL RIS i i P I TS e SR

Here is a recipe you can
make using a wonder box.

Soak 1 cup of black lentils
until soft. Cut 1 large onion
and braise in a little cook-
ing oil. Add to the onion 1
cup of mince meat and 1
cup of soya mince (availa-

ble from Inqualife in West

Street, Johannesburg.)
Add salt, pepper, cinna-
mon and curry powder to

taste. Let the mince and
soya mince cook for 2
minutes. Add shredded
cabbage and grated car-
rots. Add 3 cups of water
and allow the stew to boil
for 5 minutes. Place the pot
in your wonder box and

will be ready in 1 hour.

MalLetante, vice-president
of Fedtraw, puts pot in
Wonder Box

Porridge, rice and soup Susan Shabangu, Fedtraw
can be cooked overnightin secretary , waits eagerly to

a wonder box.

taste food

Advice for all in Reiger Park

Saturday afternoon. A small office
Anthony's

behind St.

centre

people are oo poor 1o

Catholic Church in Reiger Park.
The Reiger Park Advice Centre

operates from here.

People from all over the East Rand

come here to find out about their

rights and get legal advice.

Some need help with filling out tax

forms, others are seeking bail.

More and more people come to the
office these days to ask about

unemployment

insurance....

When was the [t was the first tme ase., unemployment,
advice centre  in the history of South  pension and housing
Roman ©Pened? Africa that a town problems. The official
The Reiger Park councl has been waiting list tor houses
Advice Centre was taken to court and 15 /000
formed three years beaten
ago, |ust after the Durnng this cam How do you go
Reiger Park Tenants' paign we found that about helping
and Ratepayers’ our people had many people?
Association  brought olhar problems The centre helps out
an interdict aganst where it can. But if a
the Boksburg TOWn swhat are these rl-"'Utli-‘ r'--:fl-l"_-f!F W{.]
Counci essiona attentomn we
problems/? o it e e iie: THs
The tenants had The commurity has Lega Resources
The rEfused o pay problems with furmi-  Centre and Legal Aid
mcreased rents and ture shops illegally then help us

centre does its best to help.

SPEAK went along to take a look at
the centre and talk to George du

Plessis who works there.

A

R o S R

weare faced with ewvic
tion The Boksburg
Council opposed the

interdict and we went

o rf
1-COU

repossessing furni-
ture and garages
illegally reposses-
BINg cars.

There are hire purch-

Are people charged
for help or advice?
This is part f

Of TNE
reason we 5|”-:-1'._|.j tha

pay lawyers. We help
our people free of
charge. The advice
centra Nas wWaoan fT’EH'I",.-'
Casas

Do you only serve
the community in
Reiger Park?

FPaople come to the
centre from as far as

:‘_'ui”'r"_-:r"f- Tsakane.
T w:'...'|_'-|ll'||'_-- T4ls) !~J||;|-|_:l|
Do people have

more problems now
because of the
recession/?

Most firms are tak
ng advantage of the

economic cnsis and
we do get cases of
unfair dismissal, and
of employers not pay-
ng ther workers out
in full

What do you think
has been the most
important achieve-
ment of the Centre/
People are becom
ng aware of ther
rnights. They are begin-
ning 1o believe that i
not  hopeless 10
_'HHI-'F.--"I'Y_'J-" the sysiem,

And the future?!

'd be pleased if more
people got involved,
especially the youth.



rAGE 14

SPEAK JUNE 1985

Union wins maternity rights

Working

Working women risk losing their
Jobs if they fall pregant because
they have no legal guarantee of
getting their jobs back after giv-
ing birth.

This means working women
have no right to have children.

But trade unions are looking

into this issue and taking up the
demands of working moihers

and mothers-to-be. These
demands include:
@ Increasing the eight-week

maternity leave as laid down by
the government.
@® The right to return to work

after maternity leave to the same
or similar job withoul a drop in
wiges,

® The right to time off to visit
clinics before and alter pre-
ENancy,

@ The right to an alternative job

if the job is dangerous for a pre-
Enanl woimen.

There are few laws to protect
pregnant women and so the bos-
ses do as they like. As one boss
said: "There is no need o make
concessions as there is a large
working group to choose from.™

SPEAK interviewed
women workers at
Metro who recently
won major mater-
nity rights. They
spoke about the
problems they faced
at work and of how

they struggled to get
management to
agree to their
demands.

What were conditions at Metro
like before the workers signed a
maternity agreement?

Basically there was no gauran-
tee you would get your job back.
It was the manager's discretion
if they kept your job open for
you. If you work in a depart-
ment where there's always got
to be somebody, they
immediately replace you and
you could not come back.

Or alternatively they would
give you a time. They would say
they will keep the job open for
you for two months. But who is

roing to look after vour baby? It

Did you get job back after hav-
ing a baby?

Yes, but the conditions were
quite difficult. They promised
me they would take me back but
when I returned I just heard that
no, | would not be taken back,
for some reason I was not told
of. | think if | was not a member
of a trade union, 1 would not
have got my job back.

What did you do with vour
child when you returned to
work?

My mother is not working so |
left the baby with her. She was
only seven weeks old when [ left
her at home.

Was that enough time?

Not really. 1 had to sacrifice
breastfeeding. Moreover, | do
not know who to put in charge of
my my baby. My mother is very
sick and [ have got to struggle 1o
find people to stay with my
baby. Creches do not allow her
because she is still very small.
They say they take them when
are over [two years.

I wish the bosses could under-
stand that most women work
and we still have the right to
have our babies. | think some-
thing should be done — like
having creches for small chil-
dren.

Have you asked for a company
creche?

Yes! Actually, in our proposals
to management we had a clause
that said the employers must
provide creche facilities. They
were not totally against it but
they said its something they will
still think about since it will
involve a lot of things and so on.
Perhaps we could approach
employers who employ mostly
women that perhaps they join
hands and build a centrally
situated creche. where every-

body can take their children.

Does the company allow you to
take time off when your child is
sick?

It's at the manager's discre-
tion. Some can be very nasty.

When you were pregnant did
Metro make your job a bit
easier?

No ways! It was the same job
and the standard performance
should be the same. They did
not consider that maybe you
would get tired.

And carrying?

In fact, for the cashiers its only
now that Metro have provided
proper seats. They used to sit on
the — you know like a bus stool.
And if you are pregnant you get
backache. So you have got to sit
comfortably. You can imagine
sitting like that for the whole
day and our stores are very
busy. It’s not like OK and Wool-
worths. Cashiers have to cash up
something like 50kg of mealie
meal and they have to push it to
the other side. Which is very
strenuous.

How did you fight for the
maternity agreement?

Ccawusa has signed a few
maternity  agreements  with
other companies. We wanted to
improve on them. At OK work-
ers got six months unpaid leave
but we wanted to try and get
paid maternity.

When we started negotiating
we had a doctor with us who
worked in Soweto and she knew
exactly what problems children

encountered. So we got her in to
explain exactly to Metro why its
s0 important that we have this
agreement. She also stressed
that one of the reasons wh
women have problems when
they give birth or why they have
children who are sick when they
are born is because they experi-
ence strains during pregnancy.
They may be carying heavy
loads or may be just worried
about their jobs.

Some women go to the extent
of trying to hide from their
employers that they are actually
pregnant because immediately
you are discovered you are pre-
gnant you are fired.

The other thing is money.
Much as you are pregnant you
will need money for the baby
and knowing that you will be at

home for so many months not
having any income makes
women tense,

The doctor also explained that
most children die as infants
because they are not properly
fed. They die from things like
diarhoea. Sometimes their gran-
nies look after them because
their mothers have to go to work
very soon. he grannies are too
old to be in a position to mea-
sure milk properly or to see to it
that the bottles are kept clean.
Other babies are just minded by
small children who are not capa-
ble enough to look after them.

Another thing — at our
first sitting we brought every-
body. We had about ten shop
stewards and about four to five
organisers, our secretary, and
the doctor. We gave Metro the

women win rights to have children and keep their jobs

impression that we were very
serious that if they did not give
us this agreement they were
going to have problems.

We first discussed the agree-
ment as union members and as
women we drafted the whole
thing. We phoned around other
unions that have pot agreements
for ideas we could propose.
There were a few things that we
had to debate with Metro but
most clauses were accepted.

The clause on paternity — who
molivated that?

Our men (laughs). It is neces-
sary for them to get this pater-
nity leave because they have 10
come and assist you at that time.

These are the things we
pointed out to Metro. Well,
they knew because they also
took time off when their wives
have babies. Some companies
do not take fathers as part of
what has happened.

This is to show that he is also
involved in the same way as the
women is involved.

Does the agreement only apply
to African women?

No, its now for everyone. 1
think the other women must
thank us. Some say the union is
very good.

What do you know of the
experiences of women in other
Jjobs?

Metro is not so nasty. Other
companies are worse. My sis-
ter's baby passed away. She had
to stay away for three days doing
all the preparation and she

vasin L given any money. And
the baby died because of negli-
gence. She could not take her
own baby to hospital. She had to
ask someone and the particular
person who was sent couldn’t
carry instructions well. The
baby was supposed to go back
after three days, but this person
did not say that the baby should
have gone back and as a result
she died.

The nurses asked, “Why didn"t
you come do you think your job
is more important than your
baby. It is true the job is not
important but at that time when
the baby is still living you could
subsidise. You could ask some-
one to take your baby to the hos-
pital,

In fact what the nurses forget is
that our babies have got to cat.

In fact most of the companies
exploit the situation. They know
most of our women don’t even
know their rights. They don't
know what they ought 1o have
even if the employers don't want
it.

Ja, well I think the best solu-
tion is that every women should
belong to a union. Definitely.

Metro workers cash in!

The maternity agreement
negotiated by the Metro workers
interviewed here is one of the
best in South Africa at present -
for black and white workers.
Some of the rights gauranteed
by the agreement include:

® 12 months maternity leave
with the guaranteed right to
return to work ”

@ Seven of the 12 months are
paid leave at 33% of one's sal-
ary. This is the highest amount
of paid leave for pregnant work-

ers yet negotiated in South
Africa.

® Fathers are allowed three
days paid leave during birth.

@ Mothers can take time off to
attend clinics.

® The company will ensure that
women workers are not sub-
Jected to stressful or stremous
work or unhealthy conditions
during pregnancy and
immediately after they return to
work.

@ Pregnant women applying for

Jobs will not be turned down.

The Commercial, Catering and
Allied Workers Union of SA, to
which the Metro women workers
belong, is trying to negotiate
similar agreements with all com-
panies where they have mem-
bers.

“*The negotiation of Maternity
Agreements and the fight against
all forms of sexual discrimina-
tion is an important part of the
worker's struggle™, said a
Ccawusa spokesperson.



LYL Concert

playslYY tune

“Youth Action for
Unity, Peace and
Freedom.” 1s the slo-

gan adopted by the
Lenasia Youth
League to celebrate
the International Year
of the Youth.

Under thus slogan the
LYL held two success-
ful vanety concerts
and a sports day to
bring together vouth
from Lenasia and sur-

rounding arecas to
make the theme a
reality.

In his message to the
youth LYL president
Jeets Hargovan stres-
sed: “It is only
through united youth
action that youth can
participate and
develop in the overall

struggle for peace and
freedom_ ™

He said the aim of
the concert was “to
gain maximum partici-
pation from youth to
express their own
experiences and
understanding of the
struggle i South
Alrnca™.

Young people in
their hundreds helped
organise the concerts,
decided on the items

and performed.
One scholar said: “It
was a great expenence

for those participating
— especially to work
together with other
youth and to develop
our thoughts into
words and action.”
Numerous items in

the concert reflected
South African society.

The play Uitenhage
showed the role of the
police and army in the
townships as well as
the people’s resistance
to the killings

Two songs — Boy in
Soweto and Song for
Africa — told of the
struggle against apar-
theid.

Poetry  recitals,
break dancing, Indian
dancing and disco
dancing also made up
the programme,

The concert ended
with two songs —
Youth on the Move
and We are the World
— stressing the need
for Youth Action for
Unity, Peace and
Freedom.

Tuttis flight

Into the past

TUTTI and
the MAGIC BIRD

By Julia Boyd-Harvey
and Marjorie Bereza
Published by Ravan

Press
Thisis a story for

the children of Africa.
It is about a boy called
Tutt.

Tutti's father works
on the gold mines and
his mother is a domes-
tic worker in Johan-
nesburg. So Tutti and
his brothers and sis-
ters stay with their
grandparents.

When the drought
comes, there is very
little to eat and Tutti
gets very thin and is
covered with sores,
He goes to live with
his mother in Johan-
nesburg where he can
see a doctor and eat
some good food.

His mother works for
two kindly old white
people.

Mr John works at the
university and knows
a lot about how the
people lived in the
olden days.

Tutti is VETy
interested. His grand-
fathers have told him
many stories about
those times. Tutti
wishes to know a lot
more. At school the
history he is taught is
very boring and makes

him very sad. All he

learns about is wars
between white and
black people and how
the Dblack people
always lose.

One day as Turti lay
il in bed, he is visited
by the Magic Bird of
Africa who takes him
into the past to see
how the people lived
then,

Marjorie Bereza
Tutti learns much
about the way people
did their cooking, fish-
ing and mining, he
learns of tools they
used, their customs
and about the slave
traders who stole
people from Africa,
The book is written
in an easy styvle and is
good for children of
up to 12 years.
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UDF People s Festival 1985

Everyone is entitled to a
jawl.

And thousands of people
jawled at the UDF People’s
Festival. Brenda Fasi and
the Big Dudes, Jessica
Sherman, Juluka, and the
Malopoets, to name but a
few, lifted people to their

Juluka performs for the last time at the People’s Festival,

feet and kept them there.

T-shirts, badges and ban-
ners from different organi-
sations lent a colourful
splash to the scene.

The money from the
event is to be used to
finance the defence of the
Durban treason trialists.
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To mark the 30th anniversary of the Freedom
Charter, Mzwakhe Mbuli from Khuvangano,
youth creativity programmes wrote this poem.
Mzwakhe is also a member of the UDF Trans-

vaal executive and has recently produced a play
called “Abasebenzi™ which is being performed
at various venues throughout the Witwater-
srand.

Noble Charter

Let me remember a day of the vow in Africa.
A vow that shook foundations of plunder;

A heroic vow that broke chains of slavery,
And blurred them beyond recognition.

I remember Kliptown 1955,

It was like a day of freedom;

Hearts and hands’ joined together,

The spirit of peace and friendship prevailed
And dynamically the people's document was
drawn.

Before that year of the doctrine

The deprived people bribed their survival with
stream of blood;

Dehumanised majority brought life with rivers
of sweat

Terror and felony reigned

And blood flowed like a river in flood.

The people’s march began in 1912,

A march in quest for freedom,

The march that ushered man enthusiasm;

And the people’s invincibility ignored state
intimidation,

For legislation without
tyranny.

representation  is

When the charter was drawn,

A vision of a true society was born.

It was like a dark cloud giving way to the blue
sky.

And the freedom wagon moved with direction
Yes, the people’s agenda was adopted

Africa’s tarnished children did not know,
That pillars of fascism were shaken,
Like teeth knocking together in despair.

Pixley Ka Seme's people did not know,
That Black-white alliance meant fear;
State fear, insecurity and brutality.

Chief Bambata's colonised people did not
know,

That tyranny and death awaited them,

From time immemoriam.

Blood has flowed in mother Africa,
Remember the blood in Sharpeville;
Remember the Soweto uprising;
Remember the ambush raid in Matola

And remember the merciless massacre in Mas-
ETu.

The entire continent is soaked with blood,

The bloood of galant heroes of the soil.
Apartheid the obstacle to peace and security
Shall come to an end.

The colonised society shall crush and grind colo-
mial power

And man shall double his assaults against evil
Ultimately there shall be peace and security
And the people shall govern.




30TH
ANNIVERSARY
OF THE
FREEDOM
CHARTER

This year is the
30th anniversary
of the Freedom
Charter. The
Freedom Charter
was the culmina-
tion of the
people’s strug-
gles of the 1940's
and 50s. Here
SPEAK looks at
that period of our
history.
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Above: The demands of the campaigns of the 50s were included in
the Freedom Charter

Right: June 26 1950: National Day of Protest and Mourning.
Below: Chief Albert Luthuli, president of the ANC.

The spark of freedom
burns in our people’s

__hearts and minds

See page 8 and 9

Since the establishment of
people’s organisations like the
African National Congress and
the Transvaal and Natal Indian
Congresses in the early part of
this century, the struggle for
freedom gathered momentum.
This paved the way for the excit-
ing developments which occur-
red in the ten years or so before
the adoption of the Freedom
Charter.

In 1945 new people such as Dr
Dadoo and Nana Sita took over
the Indian Congresses. And
when the government intro-
duced laws granting Indians
dummy representation, it was
treated with contempt and
rejected.

Instead the Congresses
mobilised Indians into the Pas-
sive Resistance Campaign dur-
ing which more than 2 000
Indians were sentenced to vary-
ing terms of imprisonment.

The Passive Resistance Cam-
paign did not only unite Indians
behind the Indian Congresses.
It also became clear that Indians
faced the same enemy as the
African and coloureds: the gov-
ernment. It became clear that
they should wage joint struggles
in the future to achieve their
political rights.

And so in March 1947 a joint
declaration of co-operation was
signed between the ANC and
the South African Indian Con-
gress (SAIC) which is more
popularly known as the Dadoo-
Xuma-Naiker Pact after the
F;Eidtuls of the ANC, TIC and

In 1949 the ANC adopted a

Programme of Action which
emphasised strikes, boycotts,
demonstrations and civil dis-
obedience as important political
weapons. Previously the ANC
had relied on deputations and
petitions to the authorities,

Thus the organisations were
prepared for the coming to
power of the Mationalists in
1948 and the passing of many
new laws which would affect the
lives of the oppressed people
even further.

One of the Nationalists first
actions was to silence outspoken
opponents of Apartheid and
banning orders were issued for
the first time. The ANC in the
Transvaal and other organisa-
tions swiftly called a “Defend-
Free-Speech Convention™ in

March 1950 where it was
decided to stage a political strike
on 1 May.

The strike was a huge success.
But it was marred by the inter-
vention of the police who killed
19 strikers.

In response to the May Day kil-
lings and to new bills, the Group
Areas and Unlawful Organisa-
tion bills, the ANC declared the
June 26 1950 as a National Day
of Protest and Mourming. Work-
ers throughout the country were
asked to stay away from work,
shopkeepers were asked to close
their shops and school children
were asked to boycott classes on
that day. Once again, it was suc-
cessful, making it the first
national political strike.

As the introduction of unjust
laws continued, the ANC and
SAIC decided to jointly declare
war on these laws and launched

Volunteers arive at Fordsburg's ‘Freedom Square’ for the opening of the Defiance Cam-

paign on the 26th June 1952.

the massive Defiance Cam-
paign.

An ultimatum was sent to the
Government to repeal six unjust
laws by 29 February 1952, These
were the pass laws, Group
Areas Act, Suppression of
Communism  Act, Bantu
Authorities Act, Separate Rep-
resentation of Voter's Act and
regulations regarding the culling
of cattle.

The Government, of course,
did not heed the ultimatum and
so on 6 April 1952, the 300th
anniversary of the white man’s
arrival in South Africa a Day of
Pledge and Prayer was held.
Throughout the length and
breadth of South Africa
demonstrations and meetings
were held were people took a
vow to do everything in their
power to carry out the*Congress
Call to fight against the unjust
laws. These people became vol-
unteers who were to defy the
laws.

The first defiers — some of the
banned leaders of the ANC and
SAIC defied the law on 26 June
1952. By the end of the Cam-
paign in December, 1952, more
than 8 500 people in 37 places
had defied and gone to prison.

The Defiance Campaign not
only focussed attention of the
grievances of the people but
inspired them to challenge the
causes of their misfortunes. In
addition the ANC and SAIC
became known as representa-
tives of the people's demands.
On the third anniversary of
June 26, Chief Albert Luthuli,
president of the ANC, made a
national call to light bonfires at
night around which people
should gather to discuss the
struggle for freedom. The light
from the fires was also seen as a
symbol of the spark of freedom
which would never be extin-

guished in the hearts and minds
of the people.

1953 also saw new organisa-
tions springing up. After a cam-
paign by the coloured people to
oppose being removed from the
common voters role, the South
African Coloured People's
Organisation was formed. In
October 1953 the South African
Congress of Democrats repre-
senting democratic whites was
established.

These two  organisations
together with the ANC and
SAIC became known as the
Congress Alliance. And in 1954
when the South African Con-
gress of Trade Unions and
South African Federation of
Women were established, they
also became part of the Con-
gress Alliance.

It was this alliance which was to
spearhead the campaign to col-
lect demands for a Congress of
the People where the Freedom
Charter was drawn up.
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