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ovan Mbekl addresses a Johannesburg press confersnce, on the right Is UDF co-
president Albertina Sisulu and Winnle Mandela. Mbeki has been met with an
overwhelming response inside and outside the country
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YEARS OF campaigning for the
release of political prisoners saw a
great moment when Govan Mbeki
stood unbowed and free in a Pont
Elizabeth press conference.

“The ideas for which I went to jail n
1964 and for which the ANC stands,
I still embrace.

“I am still a member of the
Communist Party and [ still embrace
Marxist views", he declared.

His declaration emphasised why for
many years he has been seen as an
embodiment of the alhance between
the ANC and the SACP.

Mbeki, a former secretary of the
Umkhonto we Sizwe High Command
and South African Communist Party
{(SACP) central commilttee member,
and national chairman of the African
National Congress at the time of its
banning, has been mel with an
overwhelming response from
progressive organisations and
ordinary people throughout the
country.

South Africans inside and oulside
the country were joined by many
foreign governments and
organisations in different parts of the
world in welcoming Mbeki home.

Bul the demand for the release of
other political prisoners and
detainees, the unbanning of the ANC,
the return of exiles and the bfung of
the state of emergency reverberated
amidst the joy of Mboki's yehemn,

" The ANC welcomed Mbeki's release

s & victory for its campaign w0 free
all South African political prisoners
and pledged to intensify the
campaigmn.

The ANC also demanded of the
government that Mbeki be allowed 1o
“speak to the people”. Mbeki was
"listed" immediately after the PE
press conference and he therefore
cannol be quoted in SA.

The organisation said Mbeki had
emerged from 23 years in jail om
Robben Island "unbowed and
unbroken and a legend” in the minds
of many South Africans.

"Even a3 we rececive him with joy
and remewed determination, we
remain scutely aware that his release
in a real sense aleo means a change of
address from the confines of Robben
Island into the prison house of South
Africa,” the ANC added.

The Congress of SA Trade Unions
(Cosatu) has hailed Mbeki's release
as "a great gain for the working class
struggle in our country”.

“We believe that among the many
factors which contributed to our
comrade’s release, the mass struggle
of workers and youth over the past
iwo years has been the most
decisive,” saad a Cosam statement

“Comrade Mbeki has struggled, and
suffered, all his adult life for the
cause of socialism - which millions of
workers now se¢ as the only solution
to the poverty and hardship caused
by the bosses’ profit system.
Workers throughout the country are
looking to Comrade Mbeki to
strengthen us and guide us and lead
us in the struggle for a workers’
furure.

“"Comrade Govan Mbeki is our
leader - a leader of the working class
and for the working class. Comrade
Mbeki - through our organisation
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Publications
Control Board ban.
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the media, we are
still restricted
under emergency
regulations.
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Cosatu and through our struggle we
will be doing all we can o help you
o help us to make our common
vision of a socicty free from all
cxploitation a reality in our country.

“For Cosatu the special significance
of Comrade Mbeki's release is that
the ANC and SACP, which are major
factors 1o the resolution of our
country's problems and which we
want o sec unbanned and able to
operate frecly, are now openly part
of the internal political process
through Comrade Mbeki.”

The stalement concluded by calling
for the release of all political
prisoners and detainces, the
unbanning of all banned
organisations and the lifiing of the
State of Emergency.

UDF President Albertina Sisulu said
in & statement: "The UDF is elated at
the release of its patron and one of
the giants of our struggle, Comrade
Govan Mbeki. For the oppressed snd
exploited of this country and indeed
all democratically minded South
Alfricans, this is a most important dey
and moment of our history.

“Following his release, we expect
and hope that Nelson Mandela and all
other political prisoners and
detainees would be released as soom
as possible, Our joy is, however,
tampercd by the fact that Comrade
Mbeki remains listed."

-the grips of its harshest State of

Emergency with the entire
leadership of the UDF in prison or
trying to evade mrest. This was the
climate in 1963 when the Rivonia
Tnalisis were arrested - a chimate
which Comrade Mbeki hinds once
again.”

"The UDF calls on all South
Africans to treat the relcase of
Comrade Mbeki with the dignity that
this occassion demands. Let us build
and consolidate the unity that has
characterised our struggle against
apartheid and exploitation for the
past few years," concluded the
statemen.

The Release Mandela Campaign
welcomed Mbeki's release but said,
"We reject Pretoria’'s innuendo that
comrade Mbeki's release should be
treated as a "test case” before the
release of other political prisoners.

"We believe that the continued
imprisonment of our leaders, the
continued banning of the Afncan
MNational Congress, and putting into
exile the most important partici
in the resolution of the curent
logjam in our couniry - arc the icsts
which Pretoria has to pass if it is
sincerely commited to change”, they
said.

"If the South African government
desires a negotiated settlement, then
as they are the sole problem party
that caused spartheid, the ball is in
their court. By delaying the release
of all our leaders, Pretoria is in fact
prolonging the ongoing violence and
political instability that have become
the order of the day in whole
country. The people of South Africa
say: Abandon all your fears and act
now”. There have been constant
rumours and speculation about the
significance of Mbcki's elease.
Some have seen it as a step iowards
negotiations or finding a solution for
South Africa's problems. Mbeki
rejected this. "A solution is not found
with one man. Many people are
nvolved”.

®to page 2
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COSATU and UDF have accused the
police of irying to torpedo peace

mantzburg townships.

Efflors wo settle the conflict between
Inkatha ‘warlords’ and UDF and
Cosatlu supporters have been
repeatedly  interrupied with the
detention and restriction of at least
33 key UDF and Cosatu negotiators.

least 170 lives, the police has clearly
chosen sides. While 280 UDF/Cosatu
supporiers are in detention, the UDF

despite the fact that there is strong
evidence 1o show that some Inkatha
members are centrally mnvolved in
the perpetration of township
violence.”

“This police action has seriously
jeopardised the peace process,’ says
Cosatu. ‘Instcad of taking aclion
against those about whom there is
documented evidence of violence and
criminal action, il seems they are
delaining those who are involved
from our side in the peace Lalks’
Supporters of the KwaNatal Indaba,
particularly the commercial media

‘conspiracy of silence' about Inkatha
violence.

Once again the peace talks are under
way. But, warns Cosam, safeguards
need 1o be bull in o guaraniee the
talks" success in building a lasting
peace. These include:

®all parties publicly condemning the
Pietermaritzburg violence;
®@forced recruitment must
condemned and all parties publicly

association and expression;

®the main perperators of organised
violence, the warlords, must be
arrested and prosecuted.

wake of months of uncontrollable
political violence.

The past few months have seen a
dramatic escalation in this violence.
Official figures stand at 52 deaths in
the past month.

But the UDF says many incidenis
have not been ed and believes
tthe death toll is much higher.

UDF and Cosatu say there is no
doubt that Inkatha members are
centrally involved in the ownship
violence and that it is also evident
that " lot of the violence is designed
te direcily benefit Inkatha -
particularly the attempt to force
people 1o join the organisation”.

There have been several successful
court interdicts recently by

Cosatu/UDF preventing the
“warlords” from using viclence.
They have also attempted to inform

be |

talks in the violence-torn Pieter- |

In the batile, which has claimed at |

says: "Not a single Inkatha member |
has o our knowledge been detained - |

and business, stand accused of a |

endorse the principles of freedom of |

The lawest peace efforts come in the |

==

Govan Mbeki speaks at

and motivale the public to inlervene
o halt the intensifying violence.
A joint UDF/Cosaiu memorandum

says: “Inkatha-supporting vigilantes |

are responsible for literally a 'reign
of terror’ in the townships. Their
victims are not just Cosatu and UDF
members, bul a substantial number
of people not linked to any political
or trade union organisation.”

The memorandum says recenitly

| there has been a backlash from the

commumity against the vigilanies and
admits Cosatu and UDF i
and other members of the
commumnity fought back physically in
self-defence against Inkatha
members.

"But it is beyond doubt that the main
perpetrators of the violence are
Inkatha-supporting vigilantes and
that they are responsible for the
cscalaltion of violence since August
1985", the memorandum added.
Independent legal research
conducted last month alleged that
Inkatha wvigilante violence had
dramatically increased in the last six
months.
®During the first eight months of
1987, approximately 75 deaths were

attributed to Inkatha wigilante
violence.
®In September, there were

approximately 15 deaths as a result
of Inkatha attacks.

®In the first vwo weeks of October,
at least 15 residents of Maritzburg

townships dicd in Inkatha atiacks.
The lawyers continue: “There is,
without gquestion, vieclence

perpetrated against Inkatha in the
arca. However, our information
revealed that in the substantial
majority of these incidents non-
[nkatha members were retalialing
and not launching 'first strikes.’

“In addition, we observed that

An Edenvale resident speaks at a meeting to discuss the viclence

contrast to non-Inkathsa members
who, with few exceptions, did not

| have access o such weapons.” :
Cosam and UDF say il has been very

difficult to bring this information 1o
light. Many people fear for their
lives if they are found exposing the
vigilanies.

In addition, the stale of emergency
regulations restrict what can be
published: "Police permission often
has to be soughi for the publication

| of information on the violence. The
| police are nol providing the press

with adequate information. The

police subsume some of the vigilante
altacks under the gencral cnme rale

statistics, instead of recording them |

for what they are.”

Cosalu and UDF also accuse the
press of not reporting  adequately on
what is happcning.

"Most of the newspapers have

committed themselves fully to the
Indaba and that might make them less

inclined to expose the role of Inkatha |

supporters in the violence; there is
also the threat of legal action by
Inkatha; and [inally there have
allegedly been cases of reporters
being intimidated by vigilantes in the

townships, if they do not present a
certain kind of picture.”

A major problem is the difficulty
identifying the Killers. "They wear
balaclavas. They are active at night.
They are sometimes total strangers
nol known to be living in the arcas in
which they commil their crimes.
Only the bodies of the viclims are
found. There is no trace of who the
killers are.”

Attacks on members of
progressive organisations

The Cosatw/UDF document notes
that “the violence usually lollows the

Inkatha members were, on many | sciling up of progressive structures
occasions armed with firearms, in | or the launching of campaigns by

Johannesburg press confersnce.

Gladys Sengwenl In the remains of what was once her home.
She lost her husband, daughter and home in alleged Inkatha

vigllante

progressive organisations. The aim is
clear: it is w0 prevent the growth of
these organisations. [t is 1o stamp out
all non-Inkatha polincal activity.”
The lawyer's rescarch concluded
that the violence is characleristically
directed at Cosatu members and “so-
called comrades for their support
for, allegiance 1o or affiliation with
the UDFE." )
Countless examples suggest that this
i the trend in the violence:

®After the launch of the Imbali
Civic Association in mid-1983, the
chairperson’s house was burni by
vigilantes;

@During last year's 'Christmas
Against the Emergency’, called by
Cosatu, UDF and the SACC, people
in PMB were asked 1o switch off
their lights for an hour on the night
of December 16. Vigilantes stoned

houses that had switched their lights
off and tried to force people w
swilch them on again.

®&During the siayaway against the
white elections on May 5 and 6,
vigilantes attacked bus drivers,
blaming them for the success of the
stayaway. The drivers are members

of the Cosatu-affiliated Transport
and General Workers Union.
®During a meeting 1o launch the
Sweetwaters Youth Organisation
(5Y0) on May 5, those attending the
mecting were attacked by Inkatha
Youth Brigade members. S5YO
members fled into the mountains.
When they returned, they were shot
at from a combi, owned by an Uwusa
member. A newly elected SYO
committee member died from bullet
| and stab wounds.

Years that made
a people’s hero

GOV AN Mbeki, born in 1910 in the
Transkei, is as old as the Union of
South Africa. Throughout his life he
has faught the laws entrenched in the
South African Act of 1910 which
granted political rights only to the
while minonity.

His family lost their land under the
1913 Land Act, and friends were
forced o go to the wowns to eam
wages D survive.

His first contact with organised
politics was through his cousin
Robert who belonged o the first
African trade union, the Industrial
and Commercial Workers Union.
Seeing the ICU present the bosses
with united worker demands and
acltion made a greal impression on

| young Govan.

Mbeki's first contact with Marxism
was in matric in 1933, when he came

| into contact with Communist Party

—_——

member Eddie Roux.

The plight of the oppressed and
exploited masses coupled with
exposure o Marxist political thought
had a powerful impact.

Driven by the desire (o see change
Mbeki joined the ANC in 1935 and
participated in the activities opposing
the "H Bills=.

He obtained his B.A in 1937 and
completed a Diploma in Education.

After being dismissed from teaching
for his political views, Mbeki lurned
to journalism and edited the
Territorial Magazine from 1938 1o
1944, using it as a forum 10 cxpress
his views.

Together with Tambo, Mandela and
Lembede, Mbeki was prominent in
the [ormation of the ANC Youth
League in 1944,

Mbeki and other militant youth
helped change the ANC into a more
mass based organisation belicving in
mass action rather than appeals and
petitions o force the government o
change. By 1949 the Youlh League's
‘Programme of Action’ was adopted
by the ANC. Massive anti-
government protests and boycotls
began with the 1952 Defiance
Campaign.
| Mbeki became one of the most
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COSATU

THE MASSIVE Congress of SA
Trade Unions (Cosatu) - repre-
senting over 700 000 workers -
adopted the Freedom Charter at its
July Congress this year as part of ils
political policy resolution.

“The Congress of the People was
representative of all the patriotic
[orces in our country,” said the
resolulion,

“The Congress adopted a
programme of minimum demands
which became known as the
Freedom Charter: today a rallying
point and which enjoys mass support
among our people.”

“The Charter encompasses Lhe
minimum demands of the democratic
majority which lay the basis for the
building of a non-exploitative
sociely.”

The congress resolution said the |

Charter is "a guiding document
which reflects the wviews and
aspirations of the majority of the
oppressed and exploited in our
struggle against national oppression
and economic exploitation.”

Cosatu resolved to “develop and
strengthen amongst all workers a
coherent working class
understanding of the demands of the
FC and encourage the fullest
discussion on socialism and
democracy within our structures and
amongst all progressive and
democratic forces.”

Cosatu leaders say Cosatu adopted
the Charter "because our workers,
together with the vast majority of
people in South Africa, support the
Charter’s demands and identify with
the democratic way in which the
Charter was drawn up.

“The demands of the Charter are
mimimum worker demands. Workers
want what we see in the Charter. For
example, we want the monopolies,
banks and mines to be nationalised
under our control and we want to
govern our country,” says Cosatu.

"We want w abolish all apartheid
laws, the right 1o meet and speak,
jobs for all, a Living Wage, a 40
hour week, decent housing, free
medical care and so on.

“These things are not new things.
They are things we have been
fighting for for a long time. The
main question for us is: what do the
demands of the Charter mean to us
as workers and how are we going 1o
win them?"

On the question of how the FC
relates 1o the attainment of Socialism,
Cosatu says: "The demands of the
Charter are completely relevant 1o our

Singing and chanting at Cosatu's

C

SATU

| ongoing struggle for Socialism. No

capitalist country in the world - even
the social democratic countries - has
been able to guarantee to its people

all the demands that are in the
Charter.

“It's likely therefore that only a
socialist government and system will
be able to fully implement the
demands of the Charter, on the road

to the complete socialisation of
Alrica.

Only through the leadership of the
working class could the Charter's
goals be reached: "What we will be
stressing - and this is the link
between the Charter and our struggle
for socialism - is that only under the
leadership of the working class can
the demands of the Charter really be
womn and socialism achieved.

For this reason it is vital o link the
Charter demands to working class
struggle, says Cosatu. “The FC is a
dynamic and living document, whose
demands are given shape through the
struggles waged on the ground.

“S0 we see the FC demand around
housing coming alive in the Num's
struggle to bring the migrant worker
hostels under the control of
democratically elected worker

commitiees, and in the rent struggles | working class demands. They are

of our members in the wwnships.
Cosatu's Living Wage Campaign
calls for family housing near places
of work."

Through events like the Cosatu
cultural day, the demand that “the
doors of leaming and culture shall be
opencd™ arc being translated into
reality, says Cosatu. “In the struggle
o build working class cullure, we
are throwing off the chains of

General secretary Jay MNaidoo liled

July congress where the Charter was adopted

WORKERS BACK FC

the majonty - 1o be loyal to it and to
build it inside and outside of our
ranks. This is the true meaning of
democracy.

“Cosatu’s resolulion recogniscs that
the FC was drawn up by the patriotic
forces in our country in 1955, It was
not drawn up by a cosy club of
intellectuals but by thousands of
volunteers and activisie on the
ground collecting the views and
demands of the majority of
oppressed and exploited for a non-

d | racial and democratic South Africa

g | They explamned why the Charter sull

after the congress

ideological bondage, and

| implementing the demand.”
| production and distribution in South |

"Our Living Wage Campaign is
another concrete struggle linked to
the demand “the people shall share in
the country's wealth.” The campaign
highlights the fact that the current
economic order does not meet the
needs of the majority of people.

“Cosatu is committed to ridding
South Africa of national oppression

| and to building democracy - so that

'the people shall govern'. We
understand this clause in terms of the
fight to build a democratic society
which gives us control over our lives
at the school, community and factory
level. We further believe thal the
majority of the people are workers,
and that working class interests
should be paramount in the new
sociely.”

"The demands of the Charter are
political demands. They are also

demands that must be won as pan of
the total emancipation of our
SOCIENY.

The Charter linked directly to
Cosatu's political role. "Cosatu’s
congress has once again scen the
federation address itself direcily 1o
the political and economic crisis
facing the country - we have sel out
more clearly our political position

which sees no retreat from our
forefront role in the struggle against
oppression and exploitation.”

Cosatu's political stance has been
widely welcomed, but the federation
has faced criticism from some
circles.

"Since our Congress there have
been those who have spoken out
agamst our adoption of the FC which
they claim is 'divisive,” said Cosatu
lcaders. “Cosatu has heard this
position often before. In fact, on
almost every occasion when the
political way forward for Cosatu has
been discussed, this concern has
been put [orward.

"But at the end of the day this has
always bcen an extreme minority
view. Il has never received much
support [rom workers. The
overwhelming majorily in Cosatu's
rafiks - and thig ncludes our
affiliates - have opted for the FC as a
political weapon in the struggle for
National Liberation and Socialism.

“This is the way democracy works
in Cosatu. We discuss an issue, we
hear what everybody has o say and
then we decide. The majority
position becomes the position of the
organisation. The minority positions
still exist.”

Cosam stressed that "They still have
a right to argue their case and be
heard in our structures - but they also
have a duty 1o respect the position of

has such relevance. "These demands
| still today reflect the vision of
millions of workers, youth and
unemployed in South Africa. Till this
day the FC still is the most
representative and democratic
document reflecting the minimum
demands of the people.

“Successive Apartheid govemmenis
| have tried o bury the Charter - but it
has proved resilient and 15 loday
surfacing powerfully in the
| consciousness of the democratic
movement.

"There are those who take the FC as
a bible - somenthing o bow to; there

| arc others who have a fanatical

hatred of the Charter; and there are
those who are the mainstream of the
democratic movement, like
ourselves, who see Il as a polent
weapon of struggle.

“One of the favourile criticisms from
some quarters is that the FC does not
address the needs and demands of
workers. Cosatu rejects this
cmphatically. We believe that
political and democratic rights are
crucial working class demands.”

The Charter is important in
informing the way Cosatu relates to
other organisations says Cosatu.
“Cosatu believes that as a trade union
we cannot effectively enter the terrain
ol political stuggle without defining
how we relate o other democratic
forces and malitant sectors who have
historically been in the frontline of
the struggle 1o end oppression and
cxploitation.

“This is why Cosatu has tumed to
the FC and declared that the best
alliances for the working class are
those with 'non-racial democratic
organisations with a proven record
of struggle and who subscribe to a
programme that has the support of
the workers.” As an organisation we
remain  independent although
commitled o co- operation and joint

struggle with our democratic allies.”

"A political weapon in the struggle fornational liberation and socialism.”
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AGAINST NAmL WARLORDS

Hi

Edenvale residents meet o discuss defence against Inkatha supporting vigllantes.

®A pamphlet issued in the name of
Inkatha last year called on all UDF
members in Imbali and Dambuza
Road 10 leave the arcas.

Cosatu and UDF say that the
vigilanies consider certain areas o be
“our lerritory.” They try to exert
complete control over the area.
“Once the vigilantes have claimed a
territory as ‘theirs’ they do not
tolerate the presence of any
organisation or individual that is not
part of them.”

Both the Cosatyf/UDF and lawyers
documenis descnibe a trend (owards
whalt have been called “warlords™.
Cosatu and UDF say "Certain key
figures can be identified with much
of the violence in cach area. These
arc people known 1o be Inkatha
members and officials. They expect
lotal obedience w them and their
organisation.

A national pattern

UDF and Cosatu point out that the
violence fils into a national pattern.
"It is clear that the violence in the
townships of PMB is not random. It
represents a syslematic campaign of
destabilisation of progressive
organisations. It is also the result of a
major forced recruitment drive into
Inkatha of entire communilies in
certain areas.

"The vigilanie phenomenon in the

townships of PMB also [its into a
broader regional and national
patiern. Is it simply a coincidence
that the first vigilante attacks in PMB
occured in August 1985 at the time
that vigilante attacks in other parts of
the country were stepped up and the
first state of emergency was being
pul inlo operation?

"Is it simply a coincidence that the
vigilante attacks in PMB tailed off
during the first few months of the
sccond stale of emergency - and at a
time when vwigilante attacks

were in a state of jull?

“"We find it difficult to believe that it
was simply coincidental. This
together with the alleged inaction of
the police in relation to vigilante
violence makes us believe that what
our organisations and members have
experienced locally is simply of
the broader memg: of the mp:t and
conservative forces to crush
progressive organisations.”

Police complicity

Organisations have also pointed o
direct and indirect support of certain
policemen for the wvigilantes.
Residents have persistently
complained that police do not act
against the vigilanies even when they
are identified as being responsible
for the attacks. Lawyers have

claims.

The police are also accused of
refusing to intervenc or provide
prolection for residents against
vigilante attacks. In some cases, say
the UDF and Cosatu, the police “have
been identified by residents to have
actually participated in the attacks
together with the vigilantes.”
®It has been alleged in recent court
documents filed in the PMB Supreme
Court that in or about Junc 1987, in
Slangspuit, Themba Kunene's house
and were altacked. Inkatha
leader Zuma and others were named
as the assailants. It was claimed that
though the events had transpired
over three months ago, and
nolwithstanding that full reports had
been made o the police naming those
responsible, no action had been taken
thus far.
®In another Slangspruit incident, the
report of which was set forth in the
legal actiom, it was alleged that
Sergeant Nene of the Plessislaer
Police station, refused 10 atake a
stalement from the wvictim, Mrs
Makhosazana Hadebe, and advised
the complainant that her best course
was 10 join Inkatha.
®In the Harewood area there is
concrete evidence linking Sichizo
Zuma o unlawful activities, yet
police have held him and then
released him shortly thereafier.
®ln a number of instances the police

‘were called while an attack was in

progress, but they cither did not

Jubliation In the strests as Mbeki returns to PE lownships

important political figure in the ANC
stronghold of the Eastern Cape. He

was active in making PE one of the
few arcas in which organisation was
sufficiently entrenched for the sireet
committee based "M-Plan™ 1o
operale.

Mbeki was a delegate at the 1953
ANC Cape Congress when a motion
to draflt "A Freedom Charter” was
adopted.

By then he had been expelled for the
second time from teaching for
having organised coal workers in

Ladysmith.

He then went back o journalism. As
editor of New Age, Mbeki wrote of
the aspirations of the oppressed and
exploited. Combining political
activity and journalism, he tumed the
newspaper into the mouthpiece of the

movement.

In 1955, at a time when many ANC
leaders were being restricted, Mbeki
did not hesitale to help lead the
campaign which led 1o the adoption
of the Freedom Charter. In 1956 the
ANC adopted the Charter and elected
Mbecki as its national chairman.

Together with 155 others, Mbeki

was charged in 1956 with treason for
the role he played in leading the
Charter and Defiance campaigns.
T;;'}' were all finally acquitied in
1961.

Mbeki's period as national organiser
saw ANC led bus boycotlis in
Alexander and Evaton, opposition to
Bantu Education, demonstrations
against pass laws, the pro-
farmworker potato boycolt and the
Sharpeville massacre.

In 1960 Mbeki was detained for five
months under the first state of
emergency. He joined the outlawed
South African Communist Party in
1961 and soon became a member of

Then the ANC was banned and
Mbeki was a key delegate 1o the
conference which decided 1o form
Umkhontoe we Sizwe (MK), the
armed wing of the ANC.,

He went underground in 1963, after
being acquitied on a charge under the
Explosives Act, and joined the MK
High Command. He was arrested
later that year with other high
ranking MK commanders in Rivonia.
In 1964 Mbeki, Mandela, Sisulu,
Kathrada, Goldberg, Moisoaledi,
Mhlaba and Mlangeni, the core of
MK High Command, were all
scntenced to life imprisonment for
sabotage and attempting to
overthrow the government.

arrive at all, or only arrived after the
evenl. For example on Oclober 4
1987 the house of Willie Mpulo aged
48 was attacked, allegedly by
Inkatha, and his son Bhekabantu
murdered. While the aitack was in
progress one of Mpulo's children,
Busisiwe, ran to the Hilton police
station 1o ask for assistance. Help was
®Policemen attacked youth in the
Mgwagwa area. On September 6
1987, SAF member Dumisani
Ngwengwe allegedly participated in
an attack on Mgwagwa youth, while
in May SAP member Sampson
Mbanjwa allegedly assanlied a youth.
®According W a statement, on 6
August during an attack by Inkatha
members on a of "comrades”
in the Nlazatshe area a number of
policemen intervened. “They drew
fire arms and chased us. One of these
police vans loaded in the Inkatha
people and also chased us. The police
comered us and ordered us 10 get
mio the wating van. They then called
the Inkatha members and told them
o beat us”.

®It has also been reported that
Slangspruit Inkatha leader Zuma was
alleged 1o have been given a firearm
by Officer Warber, a member of the
Security branch. It was claimed that
when Zuma was arrested for crimes
against Themba Kunene, he was
released immediately afier Officer
Warber interceded on his behalf.

Mbeki comes home...

@from page 1

"I don't think any solution in the
country can really be arrived at by
kecping the ANC oul,” he said on the
question of negotiations with the
ANC,

He echoed the comersione of the
Freedom Charter's principles, which
he helped draft, when he said: “We
all belong 1o South Africa - South
Alfrica belongs to all of us. With this
as a premise, it appears 10 me it
should not be difficult to find
solutions wwards what wre said to be
the problems.”

Asked whether the government had
made any progress towards finding a
solution, he said he didn't think a
solution was within reach along the
lines that are being followed. A
solution necessitaied the unbanning
of the ANC and other organisations
and the release of Nelson Mandela
and other political prisoners.

Mbeki's release comes after an
abortive atlempt by the State
President P.W. Botha to release
Nelson Mandela and other political
prisoners on condition they renounce
violence.

Like Mandela, Mbeki and other
political prisoners refused

The emergency

Police bias is also reflected in the

use of emergency regulations o
detain people. When the emergency
was declared it was justified as being
necessary in order to “reduce the
level of violence in the ownships®.
*The fact, however,” say Cosatu and
UDF, “is that in the PMB situation,
no Inkatha member or vigilante has,
w our knowledge ever had w face the
full brunt of emergency rule.

“In the Midlands area abeut 200
people linked to our organisations
were detained at some stage or
another - including the joint
secretary of the Natal Midlands
UDF, Skhumbuzo Ngwenya who was
kept in detention for twelve months
and later redetained along with
Martin Wi Alfred Ndlovu,
the Cosatu Regional Chairperson is at
present detained under emergency
regulations.

"Such blow-for-blow escalations of
violence could have been halted if
against these warlords and their
gangs. Why such groups can
continue io function for so long
raiscs very serious guestions about
the role of the police. In these
circumstances il is little wonder that
people become frustrated and lose
faith in the law.®

No democratic controls

Cosatn and UDF say that the conflict
is generated by a lack of democracy.
“The underlying recason for the
bloodletting in PMB is the lack of a
democratic process in South Africa
In a situation where organisations do
not have 1o prove their popular

support, it is
mm
have significant popular support to
emerge and 10 impose themselves on
the population.
“"Because their political message is
more palatable to official circles than
that of their more “radical™ rivals, it
scems that the police are willing 1o
turn a blind eye o some of their
coercive practices. In this situation
any kind of resistance to these
grouping will launch a spiral of
violence.

“The more they lose the support of
the population due to the use of
force, the more desperate they
become and the more willing they
are 1o resort 1o force 10 bolster their
political position.”

conditional relcase. They insisted
that apartheid is responsible for the
violence that has gripped the
country, and demanded that Botha be
the first 10 dismantle apartheid and
renounce violence. :
The government backed down on
attaching conditions for the release
ol political prisoners. Mbeki was
unconditionally freed. Afier the PE
press conference Mbeki was asked
whether he knew he was a "listed
communist” and could not be quoted.
Mbeki said: "1 have been informed
that I am released unconditionally
and [ don't expect that 1o be the case.”
That was about the last thing that
Mbeki said which could be pri .
The Burcau of Information
immediately announced that, besides
the PE press conference stalements,
Mbeki could no longer be quoted.
But by then he had already made his
political views clear.
Mbeki said the alliance between the
ANC and SACP is crucial in the
for liberation.
"I don't think the ANC made any
mistake in forming an alliance with
an organisation that shared its views
and the relationship between the
Communist and the ANC is
clear”, he said.
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Mot long after its
fourth anniversary
the UDF adopted
the Freedom Char-
ter. Here the UDF
looks at each clause
of the Charter and
how it relates (o the
situation today.

THE PEOPLE SHALL GOVERNI!

At present the majority of people in our
country do not povermn: we do not have the right
1o vole, nor do we have any say over the
making of the laws which controls our lives.

Instead we are ruled by bodies of minority
rule like the tricameral parliament, the black
local authorities, bantustan and tribal
authorities.

All these bodies were forced on us by the
apartheid rulers of this country. These are the
bodies which enforce all apartheid laws. The
people do not regard these bodies as legitimate
because they were imposed on us against our
will.

The Charter says that all bodies of minority
rule shall be scrapped and replaced by
democratic organs of peoples power.

The democratic organs being built today by
our people in the wwns, villages and [aclories
will lay the basis for the government of the
people.

When we say the people shall govern, which
people are we saying will rule our country? In
the first place’when we talk about the people,
we mean all the people who live in the country
irrespective of race, colour or creed.

We are talking about workers, students,
mothers, traders, professionals, people living
on the land, etc. No one will be excluded from
taking part in the government on the basis of
his or her colour, religion or ethnic grouping,
provided that they support a just, democratic
and non-racial society.

At the same time no one group or individual
will have special rights or privileges.
Democracy means that every citizen will be
equal in the eyes of the state, and the rights of
each individual will be protected by the state.

When we say that the people will govern our
country, it does not mean that people who
actively support and promote apartheid and
oppose a non-racial democracy will continue
ruling.

All apartheid bodies like the tricameral
parliament, the community councillors and
bantustan governments will be totally
dismantled, as will all other scheme to create
new apartheid structures (National Statutory
Council, Regional Services Councils, Indabas
and z0 on.)

The “people shall govern” means that
democratic bodies controlled by the people
shall rule and share in the running of the
country from the smallest village to the highest
body in the land, the parliament of the people.
These bodies will be democratic in the true
sense in that they will be accountable and
recallable by the people who elected them.

ALL NATIONAL GROUPS SHALL
HAVE EQUAL RIGHTS!

This clause of the Charter is aimed at ending
racial domination and division which apartheid
has imposed on our people; while recognising
the rights of all groups 1o develop their culmre
in a democratic South Africa.

Under Apartheid the promotion of ethnicity

' and racial scperation 15 used to divide the

people and maintam while munonty rule.

When the government says it wanls people Lo
identifly with their own cultures, il does this in a
way that is aimed at dividing the people and
making them sec themselves as inferior or
different.

In the new South Africa envisaged by the
Charter, people's culture will be stripped of the
bonds of racism.

People will have an equal right to develop
their language and customs. This will be
strengthencd by the fact that all groups will be
equal before the law and will have equal rights
1o education.

Racism will be outlawed. The state will
encourage people to express the progressive
elements of their cultures so we can develop a
new South African culture, as part of a united,
non- racial South Africa.

THE PEOPLE SHALL SHARE IN
THE COUNTRY'S WEALTH!

For the people to really govem, it is necessary
that they share in the country's wealth.
Meaningful liberation requires that the people

as a whole have control over the country's

iy o
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CHARTER

cconomy.

At present the vast wealth of the country, the
mines, land, fisheries and industries are
controlled by a few monopoly companies. The
profits ffom these industries produced by the
sweat of our people go into the pockets of a few
while bosscs.

The majority do not benefit from the wealth of
the country and live in poverty.

The charter says it is wrong for a few massive
companics o conirol the wealth of the country
for their own benefit rather than all the people
sharing in the wealth. In order to achicve this,
the Charter says the banks, monopolies and
mincs will be nationalised by the people.

This will place control of the commanding
heights of the country's economy in the hands
of the people, particularly the working people.

The products and wealth will then be planned
and shared so that the people as a whole benefit.

It is this wealth that will provide the education,
health services and housing our people need.
This does not mean that small businesses will
not be allowed. The Charter says that all
restrictions which apartheid places on the
rights of non-monopoly traders and businesses
will be removed. Business will be regulated 1o
prevent the development of monopolies.

THE LAND SHALL BE SHARED
AMONG THOSE WHO WORK IT!

The land is the national heritage of the people
of South Africa. But the majority have been
robbed of their land by force.

The Land Act of 1913 forbids our people
from owning land outside the bantustans. In the
bantustans people are crowded onto land that is
unable to support them.

In the rest of the country the land is owned by

a few farmers who control thousands of
hectares. These farms employ workers who
eam miserable wages and have few rights.

There are also vast tracts of land which are
completely empty and unused. This land is
owned by barons and absentee landlords who
keep it ahd sell it later at a profit.

The who once lived on this land have
been foiced o leave through removals, cattle
culling and anti-sqauting laws. As a result there
is a great land hunger amongst our people,
especially those who live in the batustans and on
the "white™ farms.

The Charter says that the land will be shared
among those who work it: the large farming
corporalions will be put under the control of
the people in the same way as the major
industries, in order to provide for the benefit
of the people.

The land will be made available to rural
families who wish to farm it either collectively
or as individual peasants. The state will assist
these farmers to develop their farms by
providing seced, fertilizer- and projects to
conserve soil and water in order that scientific
farming methods can be used.

ALL SHALL BE EQUAL BEFORE
THE LAW!

At present the majority of South Africans live
in fear of the law, They do not see il as
something which protects them, but as
something which threatens their daily lives.

Apartheid officials have the power to act a
judge, jury and executioner.

In the magistrate courts, poverty siricken
people are sentenced to years imprisonment for
stealing food to feed their hungry children.
Black and white receive different sentences for
the same offences.

The Charter envisages a system of people's
justice not apartheid justice where the laws and
courts will act as the protecters of the people,
not as weapons of oppression. People
regardless of race willbe judged equally.

Everyone will have the right to a fair trial,
unlike the kangeroo courts of the regime.

Imprisonment will only be for people who
coMmmil Serous crimes.

Prison sentences will not aim to punish and o
brutalise, but to try and rchabilitate offenders
and tum them into constructive members of
sociely.

The enforcers of the law shall be the servants
and protectors of the people. Unlike today, the
police and army will be accountable to the
people and will defend the new democracy
against the forces of reaction. No soldier or
policeman will be above the law.

ALL SHALL ENJOY EQUAL
HUMAN RIGHTS!

The apartheid system deprives the people of
their human rights. '

Tens of thousands of people have been
detained under secunity laws and emergency
regulations. It has been made a cnime to
organise, speak or meet openly.

Today the townships are under a stage of
siege. House to house searches and raids are
common. The security forces, kitskonstabels
and vigilantes terrorise our people.

Trespass laws have now replaced the old pass
laws as a means of removing people from the
cities. Laws controlling squating and “illegal
aliens” are used as a new form of influx control
to stop people living and working where they
choose

All South Africans will have freedom of
movement, to live and work where they
choose.

People will have the right to speak and
organise frecly, and practice their religion. But
does this mean that the AWE will be free to
propogate their fascist views? No, the practice
and preaching of racism will be a punishable
offence.

THERE SHALL BE WORK AND
SECURITY!

About six million people are without work in
our country.

Hundreds of thousands of young people have
no hope of getting work. And you can only
recieve unemployment insurance if you have
worked.

For the people who have not worked there is
no security and no means of survival. Despite
all talk of abolishing racial discrimination at
the workplace, the bosses still do not apply the
principle of equal pay for white and black
workers.

Thousands of people who work as domestics,

farmworkers, and in the government
®to page 4
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Sharpeville six, sentenced for
killing a Vaal councillor;
1. Mojalefa Reginald Scfatsa

2. Oupa Moses Diniso

3. Duma Joshua Khumalo

4. Francis Don Mokhesi

3. Reid Malebo Mokoena

6. Theresa Ramashamola

One sentenced for killing a
Tembisa policeman

7. Johannes Moseki,

Three sentenced for killing
Oudtshoorn councillor.

&. Desmond Majola

9. Dickson Madikane

10. Patrick Mangida

Two sentenced for killing
Sebokeng policeman.

11. Daniel Maleke

12. Josiah Teawane

One sentenced for killing
woman police informer In
Colesberg.

13. Paul Setlaba

ACTIVISTS ON DEATH ROW

Four Addo Youth Congress
members sentenced for "killing's
farmer and wife.

14. Similo Lennox Wonci

15. Christopher Mziwonolo
Makaleni

16. Ndumiso Silo Sephenuko

17. Macheruana Menze

ANC member sentemnced for
bombings In Durban.

18. Robert McBride

Three NUM members sentenced
for killing team leaders at Vaal
Reef.

19. Tjelubuyo Mgedezi

20. Solomon is0 Nogwali

21. Paulos Tsietsi Tshehlana

Six activists from Queenstown
22, Mzwandile Ggeba

23, Whanto Silinga

Styco is working
towards the people
governing SA

THE YOUTH won't be satisfied with
anything less than the control of the
country by the people, says the
Southern Transvaal Youth Congress
(Styco).

One year after its launch in
November last year, Styco looks at
some of the obstacles on the road and
how o overcome them.

Styco's first months were devoted to
strengthening their structures in
preparation for the launch of their
mother body, the SA Youth Congress
{Sayco) which had taken four years
to build. This meant involving local
youth congresses in "one united body
which was to be our guiding torch in
the o

After the launch, armed with the
slogan "Every youth a congress
member”, Styco set about
popularising Sayco as the first phase
of the youth programme of action.
*This encouraged mlnr more young
people to join Sayco.”

Styco had 1o revive and strengthen
youth and other popular township
structures weakened by the state of
emergency - which it says was
declared in order o "counter gains
made by the people against

oppression .
They said the youth had an
impunlnr. part to play in
the UDF's call o

'thmd. ::mml:dn: and advance”

"It was our task as the youth to build
the popular structures, to speak to
our parents to join those structures,
to form street committees and get
that taste of democracy, so we can
plan together how are we going to
advance to a democratic SA."

State-run youth structures and youth
“education® camps aimed to
“counter and ultimately render our
youth congresses ineffective,” says
Styco. "They are attempls Lo
brainwash the youth to support the
government and ils oppressive
policies.”

"But these are failing because of the
fact that most of our youth structures
are rooted in the communities." As
part of the process of building
democratic youth structures, Styco
attempted to “convince and
encourage the misgumded youth in
stale structures to come back into
popular and progressive structures.
Here they are educated about the role
they could play in bringing about a
new, non-racial socicly without
exploitation. "

Styco says that in the past a lot of
work went into mobilising youth into
organsahons, but political education
had been neglected.

MNow a programme of political
cducation a1 local, ronal,
and national levels is unlolding n
Sayco sinuclures.

rcgmnal -

Siyco exec l'lll'lh-'l. -.Imh,
w".lpl“‘l-ﬂ and Lekgore.

"We have set up education

departments in our youth structures
nﬂlhw;hﬂm“hlpnhm;qn
our members in political education,
for example on the Freedom
Charter, exchanging views about our
understanding of the nature of SA
society, the causes of ex ion and
oppression and how the oppressed
I:r..'.‘ctpluil;u:l people can change this
society.”
The escalation of vigilante attacks
on the broad democratic movement,
especially the youth, has made Styco
"aware that people active in vigilante
activitics are drawn from the ranks
of the oppressed masses”.

“For one reason or another they
have been misguided to act in the
interests of the ruling class by
mnj‘in: in these wvigilante
atrocities.”

"Styco takes it as its duty to convince
and win over these people 1o its side,
lest they become the reactionary
Unita's and MNR's of the future SA."

“But”, caution S leaders, "we
reserve the right to defend ourselves
when attacked by these vigilantes,
while in the process of trying to win
them over to our side.”

The use of unemployed youth as
paid apartheid informers and
vigilantes has made the organisation
of this sector an urgent priority.
“Unemployment is used by the staie
and the capitalist ruling class against
the people and their struggle for
liberation,” says Styco.

*The oppressed and exploited can be
used against each other in order to
survive. This allows the state and its
capitalist backers to continue their
system of domination over our

people.

"Unemployment is causing terrible
bitterness among the people. They
are expecied 1o pay rent, clothe their
children, and fulfill s0 many other
human needs. The answer of the state
has been to evict these very people
from their houses. Styco, under the
umbrella of Sayco, demands “houses
, security and comfort®.

“We know very well that to end
uncmplu}'m:nt. there is a dire need

| 10 end exploitation and apartheid,”

24, Lundi Wana

25. Thembinkosi Press Fect

26. Mzwandile Mninzi

27. Monde Tingwe

One sentenced for killing
Soweto policeman

28. Philip Bhekisizwe Ngidi

Two sentenced for killing
Soshanguve policeman

29. Oupa Josias Mbobane

30. Sibusiso Sencle Masuku

One sentenced for killing Cape
Town community councillor.
31. Michael Lukas

One sentenced for killing a
Tembisa community councillor.
32 Chidi

Three Peyco members

33. Vuyisile Goni of Walmer
township,

Tambo's seventieth hl
iumnwn call at the cele

United action by the
speaker.

leader a
celebration in
was for the unbanning

34, Tshepo Litsoane of Motherwell
(for killing of police informer)

35. Mlondolozi Grothiwe of
kwaKhakele (for killing of
policeman)

One Uitenhage Youth Congress
member sentemced for killing
police informer:

36. Gilindoda Gxckwa

Three Stinkwater Youth
Congress members,
Bophuthatswana, sentenced for
people’s court which led to
killing of informer:

37. Daisy Modisc

38. Thomas Chauke

39. Johannes Thsabalala

Two sentenced for the

killing of Burgersdorp cafle

| owner

t ANC prilldlnt ﬂliiir
ochannes o?
the

uth can bring liberation day nearer,
rades have been in

prison and in

exile for a long time and it is our task to ensure their release

and return”. Tambo will one d
r exiled and Impri

walk the streets of
ned political leaders

: eald the

Styco said it was committed to fight for these demands and for

the total dismantling of aparthe
take these were based
- as a whole. Tambo is a time-tested
*Thatcher and Ronald Rea

t. l:;ﬂ:lm know for a fact that

nnﬁnmunﬂtn

Id only

ly take plinlll'

says Styco. "Unemployed workers'
Organisalions can serve as a weapon
of unity of all unemployed to
challenge the state and the ruli
class and to end this monster o

| L

Styco says it is currently, together
with Cosatu, building unemployed
workers' organisations. This, they
say, also helps to strengthen the
alliance between community
organisations, including the youth,
and Cosamm.

Already the youth are actively
involved in Cosatu's Living Wage
Campaign, but they say, this stll

more work on the .

"We organise working,
uncmployed, student, religious and
sporting youth. All these make up
Styco, but the unemployed and
working youth should be in the
leadership of the youth.”

Styco is also paying greater
atiention to women and their role in
the struggle. “When Sayco was
launched, and also in our region, we
realised the lack of women's
participation in our youth and other
structures.”

“"We believe and are striving for a
society [ree from any form of
oppression, exploitation  and
imegualily. To this cnd, we had 1o sel
ourselves clear tasks 1o organise

It added that n
on the

tiations
transfer

n say
Shey jare

Smea“ to munh

the need for women o participate
actively in the struggle, not only o
liberate themselves, but the entire

society.
These questions are dealt with in
Styco and seminars

attended by both male and female
youth. "We lﬂ'l.m-ll.]" focus on the
causes of women's oppression, its
history, women in other countries,
but most importantly - ways and
means of combatting it now and
preparing for the new and free
future SA."

More white youth need 1o be drawn
into Sayco, says Styco, they can't be
left o the SAP and SADF. "In line
with the principle of non-racialism
which we adhere 1o jealously, we
wanl to show them there is a home
for them in the democratic
movement.”

In its final message, Styco said “the
youth in Styco will only be satisfied
if the people of this country run and
control the . The le must
control their own lives
determine what should be done.

"It is not that we want 1o see black
faces in the government. We want o
sce an end 1o apartheid oppression
and cconomic exploitation.”

40. Menzi Tafen

41. Nico Ledube Mnyamana

Three sentenced for killing of
police informers In Stutterheim
42. Mxolisi Malgas

43. Michael Mambukwe

44, Lulamile Maneli

One sentenced for killing of a
policeman in PE

45. Mutuzeli Bottoman Ngqandu
One sentenced to death In
Clskel for killing alleged |
vigilante: |
46. Thembisile Beneti

FIVE ALREADY EXECUTED:

®Alcks Matshape Matscpane and
Solomon Mankopane from Tzaneen,
executed December 1986.

®Welile Webushe from Jansenville,
executed August 1987,

®Moses Nmyanda Jantjics and
Mlamli Wellington Mielies, executed

September 1987,

Empty
apartheid
dungeons

PW BOTHA claims SA has no
political prisoners. But this won't
stop the growing call for their
release

. October 10 took on a new meaning
when progressive organisations
joined the rest of the world in
commemorating the United Nations’
International Day of solidarity with
South African Political Prisoners.
“While some celebrate Krugers
Day, progressive sections of the
population remember their heroes
and heroines who are languishing in
the apartheid dungeoms”, said a

w at a rally organised by the

and the

The rally reaffirmed a "total
commillment 1o the unconditional
release of all political prisoners and
the unbanning of the African
National Congress”.

“The people that are portrayed as
terrorists and criminals are hailed as
matyrs and heroes,” said the RMC's
Dali Mpofu

George Mashamba, recently
released from Robben Island, told
the rally that the fight for the release
of political prisoners is the fight for
‘the liberation of the

“The morale of the inmates is ofien
boosted by news that the people are
fighting and working hard for the
liberation struggle outside”, he said.

NTvl residents
barred from MK
man's funeral

THE SADF and police allowed only
close family members to atiend the
funcral of slain activist, Andrew
Mehlape, from Mankweng near
Pietersburg.

Mehlape, a policeman's son and an
Umkhonto we Sizwe guerilla, was
killed in a confrontation with police
at the end of :

Thousands of residents from
Mankweng and surrounding villages,
and Turfloop university studenis
were tumned away from the funeral.

Mehlape was an active member of
the Congress of SA Students (Cosas),
the Mankweng Youth G s and
the Mankweng Civic. A Northern
Transvaal Youth Congress (Notyco)
statement said he "grew up in
Narth experiencing the problems and
difficylties of day to day struggles.
He was a good resident of Mankweng
township and loved his people. He
lived for freedom and peace and
against oppression and exploitation.”
But apartheid forces' action against

and |
| he was a matric student, he left the

his people had an cffect on him.
“Soon aficr Cosas was banned, when

couniry 1o join the ANC's military
wing. His activities were unknown
until recently, when he clashed in

battle with the police.
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departments do not have maximum working hours and
minumum wages laid down for them by law.

The Charter provides for a forty-hour working weck and a
national minimum (living) wage for all workers.

All workers will be guaranteed a minimum wage, paid
holidays, sick leave, a forty hour working week and maternity
leave on full pay for all working mothers.

The viciousness with which the regime has responded to the
Living Wage Campaign shows that a living wage will never be
guaranteed under apartheid.

The history of our country has secn bosses working with the
state 1o make every attempt to crush the trade-union movement

Workers have been [orced 1o join sweetheart unions and laws
have been pased to prevent unions from representing the
interests of the working class.

The Charter says all workers shall be free to form democratic
trade unions,

The Charter says that every citizen will have the right and duty
to work. Through state control of the monmopolics, banks and
mines, the government will try Lo minimise unemployment.
Those without jobs will be supported by the stale so that their
families do not starve.

In addition the workers will be guaranteed a minimum wage,
paid holidays, sick leave, a forty hour working weck and
maternity leave on full pay for all working mothers.

THE DOORS OF LEARNING AND CULTURE
SHALL BE OPENED TO ALL!

The education crisis is onc of the major issucs facing our
COrmmuunaies.

For over ten years, our courageous youth have fought guuer
education. They have demanded the right 1o equal, [ree and
non- racial education,

They have demanded free textbooks, an end to corporal
punishment and sexual harassment of [emale students and the
right to elect SRCs.

The response of the DET has been 1o issue 1D cards, 1o
announce school curfews, o force students to register or face
expulsion and 1o harass teachers who sympathise with student
demands.,

The Charter aims to solve the education crisis by abolishing
bantu education and puiting in its place a sysicm ol pecoples
education that will allow all to realise their potential.

It also plans mass education for adulis who have sullered
because of poor apartheid education. EACH ONE TEACH
ONE! Schools will be put under the control of the people
through democratically elected SRCs and PTSAs.

Knowledge and learning are heritage of mankind. The aim of
education in a democratic South Aflrica will be 10 make this
heritage available (o all our people.

The libraries, parks, universities, musuems and thcatres will
be to make geared wowards serving the people.

At present our people are being fed third rate culiure through
radio and TV. They are prevented from developing a rich
pecple’s culture of art, theatre and poetry.

Divigs ' i
II)
Celebrating UDF's third birthday last year

4 Houses and education,
&} peace and friendship

Our poets and anist have few veucs and lacilitics. The Charter
envisage a socicly where these restrictions will no longer exist
and a new South African culture will develop, taking the best
from the existing cultures in our couniry and building on these.

THERE SHALL BE HOUSES, SECURITY
AND COMFORT!

In our country there is presently a housing shortage of over a
million units. Even people with houscs have no security.

Owver four million people have been forcibly removed from
their homes, squatier camps have been destroyed, in the “while”
arcas homes have been demolished and people evicled under the
Group Arcas Act, and in the townships many arc being evicted
for refusing 1o pay high rents.

Instead of building houses the government spends millions on
the SADF and police, and on paying their puppets. .

While many of our people are homeless, 37 (00 housing units
stand empty in the while arcas.

Unemployment has meant that many families are unable to
feed themselves and thousands of children die every year from
malnutrition. While this happens, food companies and [armers
dump thousands of tons of food or fecd them o animals in
order 1o keep prices up.

There is no adequate care for the very young, the aged and
those orphaned. Many children and old people live in the streets
of our cities and beg lor a living. White general hospitals stand
emply, while patients in black hospitals are forced 1o lie on the
floor between beds because there is not enough space for them
in the wards.

The Charter says everyone should be decently housed at rents
they can afford. The state will keep the prices of food and other
esscnlials down.

Proper [acilities, roads and services shall be provided in all
areas. There will be sports facilities available for all. There will
be [ree and proper health care.

THERE SHALL BE PEACE AND
FRIENDSHIP!

The apartheid government not only wages war on the majority
of people in South Alrica, but has also declared war against ils
Southern African ncighbours.

The Pretoria regime has been accused of supporting the MNR
in Mozambique, UNITA in Angola and dissidenis in Zimbabwe,
The regime has also been responsible for launching raids
against ils neighbours under the guise of hitting AMNC bases.

The Freedom Charter wants to sce a South Alnica in which the
country will live in peace with its neighbours and respect the
rights and sovereignity of all nations. There shall be pecace and
fricndship both inside and outside South Africa and towards
other pecoples of the world.

Apartheid and the aggression of the regime threatens world
peace and incrcases the danger of nuclear war.

A democratic South Alrica will be part of the Non Aligned
Movement and will commit itsell to nuclear disarmament and
world pcace.

IN THE space of seven short
years the NUM has become one
of South Afnca's most power-
ful unions. This progress has
been attributed to NUM's solid
organisational and political
direction which is informed by
the Freedom Charter.

Saspu Mational spoke to NUM
about what the Charter means
for mineworkers.

WHAT WAS THE PROCESS LEADING UP
TO NUM'S ADOPTION OF THE CHARTER?

Owur union was at one stage an affiliate of Cusa. There was no

political direction there, for workers and members of Cusa. It
was only when ;
our union dis-
affiliated from
Cusa that our
members star-
ted grappling
with political
1S5UES.

The process
started with
rigorous debate
around Cosatu’s
political policy
adopted in Dec-
ember 1985,
This raised the
question o f
what our politi-
cal direction g -
should be. The debate culminated in February this year when
al our congress we adopted the FC as a guiding document.

Al our 1986 congress we elected an honorary life president
who was a mineworker at one point in his life and who had
coniributed 1o the workers' siruggle and the struggle more
generally. Nelson Mandela was elected, giving the debates
much grealer impeius.

We held a national seminar soon aller our congress where we
looked at the Charter. Small groups took a clause and studied
them in detail. That process was repeated at a regional level
and from there it was taken o the branches, inlo the hostels,
and into the shalts. From there it was brought back to the

congress for adoption.
WHY DID NUM ADOPT THE FC?

We are [ighting for a democratic society, against oppression
which is brought about by apartheid. By fighting with the
democratic majonity for this democracy, we also place on the
agenda the issues we are fighting in the mines - cxploilation
and capitalism.

But we situate our fight against the capitalist system within
that national democratic struggle.

The FC lays a basis to unily the broad democratic majority in
that struggle for national democracy.

It is in the mines where we see the most brutal form of
apartheid - thc migrant labour system in s most naked frrm.
People are uprooted from their homes in the so-called
homelands, brought to the mines, put in hostels up 1o 24 in a
room, and fed terrible food. At the same lime at an cconomic
level, you see the most brutal exploitation.

In the mines the lowest wage is in the gold and coal mines of
R240 a month. And the miners are messed around by whiles,
be it a while miner or the general manager. So Lhere is
experience of both oppressions or both exploitations in a very
singular form, not in two scperate forms.

To our members those 'two' struggles arc onc single struggle.
From eaperience our members say there has always been a
link in a very concrcic way between national oppression and
economic exploilation.

HOW HAS THE FC BEEN LINKED
PRACTICALLY TO THE MINEWORKERS
STRUGGLES?

Aller the election of Mandela as honorary life president,
work was done 1o inform workers of Mandela's history, and
the struggles he-waged as a mineworker in Crown Mines and
against national oppression.

From this workers got more interested in understanding
politics outside their workplaces. Not every member of the
union was aware of the FC itself.

S0 we popularised the clauses of the FC, holding seminars
around the clauses that address their problems at the
workplace. We cited clauses that say the people, the workers,
must control their lives, make their own decisions al all levels
and in all spheres of our society.

That is why the February, 1987 congress theme was
‘Mineworkers Should Take Control' and why the congress
addresscd this issue 1o a large extent.

We then started campaigns around the migrant labour and
hosiel sysiems. Workers came oul clearly in rejecting the hated
gysiems which for years has affected their lives, Some have
been so badly affected to the extent where their families were
broken up because they had to spend so much time at the

MINEs.

In Withank workers tried to implement the resolution agamst
the migrant labour and hostel sysiems. Workers brought their
wives and girlfriends into the hostels (o live with them. In most
cases Lhis ook place in Amecoal mines, which is part of Anglo
American, which is regarded as liberal by some people. In a
way, then, mineworkers have staned w implement the Charter




YOUTH

SASPU NATIONAL 5

DESPITE pleas for clemency from
organisations throughout the country
and internationally, the government
has gong ahead with the execution of
five young South Africans on death
TOWw,

Spcarhcaded by the South African
Youth Congress (Sayco), the "Save
the Patriots Campaign”, which
demands an end to the hanging of
political prisoners and activists, was
lmmnched in July this year.

A wide range of democratic organ-
isations have backed the campaign,
including the UDF, the Congress of
SA Trade Unions (Cosatu), the
National Union of Mineworkers
(NUM), the Release Mandela
Campaign, the National Education
Crisis Committee and the National
Siudents’ Co-ordinating Committee.

The campaign demands that "for
political, humanitarian and moral
reasons”, the SA government must

nol hang those on death row and must |

sign the Geneva Convention.
Captured acuvists who have taken up
arms against apartheid must be given
prisoncr of war (POW) status.

Close 1o fifty political activisis held
al Preloria Central Prison still face
cxecution. And the list gets longer
and longer as activisls In numerous
political trials get the death senience.
The 600 000-strong Sayco and its
affiliates nationwide have put the
campaign top on their agenda and
have sel up national and regional
campaign commitiess,

"We are determined to stop all
further executions, and we are
joining forces to ensure this”, sad a
national campaign committee
spokesperson.

“Most of the young South Africans
presently on death row have been
senlenced for actions ansing out of

the war between South Afrnca's |

pcople and Apartheid.” "Their acts
were political, not criminal. Their
‘crime’ was 1o say they would no

longer lolerale a sysiem of perpetual |

misery and suffering, no longer
tolerate a system which always
answered cries for decent housing
and education, affordable rents and a
living wage, for basic human
survival, with bullets. Their crime
was o sinve for a democratic SA."”

"Hanging these young South
Africans will not solve anything. It
will only decpen the anger and
frustration, the determination and
resolve of thousands of young
people, who like those on death row,

S

| popularise.

Leflt: Cape Town protest al han
Mielies and Moses Janijies.

families of Mielies and Jm‘llh: that

are striving for a non-racial and
democratic South Africa.”

The sentencing 1o death of fellow
political activists has prompied the
youth to question the present legal
system and its relationship to
apartheid. And the campaign aims 1o
15 ihe.
clause "All shall be equal before the
law"”.

The campaign takes the form of
petitions and letters of protest against
the hangings. These are to be sent 1o
bodies such as the United Nations,
the Organ-isation of African Unity
and the Non-Aligned Movement.
First to sign the petition was UDF
co-president Albertina Sisulu,
followed by relatives of death row
activists,

"Letters of protest are being signed
by our people daily,” said a
campaign spokesperson, “they have
been coming in from all over the

Sayco's target is 32000 1:|;:n:|l:un:|
and it has urged all progressive
forces 1o actively back the campaign,
not only to save those currently on
death row, but those who may be
sentenced in Muture,

“In your local townships and
villages, in the churches and
schools, in your organi-sation, strect
o street, collect signatures 1o show
that our people arc opposed 1o the
hanging of our compatriots,” said a
campaign spokesperson.

“When one is hanged it affects the
families, it affects their communities,
it affects the whole country.”

Governments seen as sympathetic o
Apartheid have been called on 1o
throw their weight behind the
campaign by pulting pressure on the
SA pgovernment. A campaign

ﬂh g of Uitenh

A

& aclivists Mamill
lfnﬂm o al Informs the
ey have been execuled.

spokesperson warned that these

governments, by constantly supp-
orting the SA government, would be
responsible for the ongoing civil
war.

“The Preloria government is
responsible for violence and must be
‘put on rial. We are appealing to the
British, American and West German
governments who defend apartheid
in many intemational forums o stop
domg so.”

“Il they are interested in ending the |

civil war and aparthcid in this
country they should show us that they
support our struggle by
implementing tough measures
against this governmenl.”

The spokesperson said the West
German government had called on

the SA governmenl o reprieve [wo.

Uitenhage activists, Jantjies and
Miclics before they were hanged.
But he said the government had
ignored the call and further pressure
was obviously needed.

Three mineworkers are currently on
death row and both NUM and
Cosata have cited this as a reason for

The MNorthern Transvaal Youth
Congress (Notyco) has also been
directly affected - two activists from
the Tzancen arca have already been
hanged. Notyco strongly condemned
this and said it had strengthened their

resolve o save others [acing
execulon.
“The execution of political prisoners

will not stop our struggle for
freedom and justice”, said the PE
Youth Congress (Peyco). They
condemned the imposition of the
dcuh senlence on political prison-

ing three members
lnd one Uitenhage Youth Congress

STOP THE

Prolesters with cam Ellgn

posler in Johannes
sireels.

urg

member.

The Detainees Parenis’ Support
Committee has noted that “the effons
of the State o criminalise politi
opponents through the courts, have
gone beyond the stage of banmed
books and illegal gatherings, through
to treason, termorism and subversion,
and now feature atlempts o thrusi
murder charges upon political
achivisis”.

THE GENEVA
CONVENTION

The demand that the SA govermment
sign the Geneva Convention and
apply its POW provisions o captured
Umkhonto we Sizwe members has
been a key aspect of the campaign.
Both the UDF and Cosatu have
resolved to campaign for this.

The UDF's National Working
Comminee earlier this year said SA
was involved in a civil war i which
the minority government was
seccking to criminalise and even
execule increasing numbers of
opponents.

Cosatu's July nalional congress
resolved o actively support the Save
the Patriots campaign and 1o
campaign for the -hdnhmut'cqulﬂ
pumshmcmt ‘meted oul against

political activists”. It noted that while
the ANC had signed and observed
the Geneva Convention provisions,
the SA government has refused 10 do
s0 and had executed many of those
fighting for a democratic SA.

According to legal experis the
Geneva Conventions dealing with the

treaty. By June 1977,
143 states - the whole of the
organised intemational community -
were bound by these rules. One of
these is that POWs arc not be
excculed.

In the 1960s and 70s the
inlcrnational community, in the
United Nations and other lorums,
resolved that:

@the policy of apartheid and racial
discrimination is an international
crime;

@ colonised countries and people
have a right o independence;
®movements ing colonised
people had a right 1o use armed
struggle "o secure the full exercise
of their right to self- determination
and independence if the colonial
power persists in opposing their
national aspirations”.

While the 1949 Genéva
Conventions applied to international
conflicts between different states, the
1977 Protocols extended this to
cover “armed comflicts in which
people are fighting against colonial
against racist regimes in the exercise
of their right 1o selfl determination.”

In SA, the ANC is engaged in
armed conflict with the government.
So the 1977 protocols intended the
Geneva Conavention and the
protection of POWs w apply o
soldicrs of both sides in the conflict.

The ANC has signed and observed
the provisions but the SA
governmeni has refused 1o do so.
ANC guerilla, Robert McBride, is
currenily on death row. Other ANC
members who have been hanged
since 1979 include Solomon
Mahlanga, Simon Mogoerane, Jerry
Mosololi, Ben Moloise and Marcus
Motaung.

Observers say by signing the
Conventions, the SA government
will be forced 1o admit that the nature
of the SA conflict is one of a civil
war. [t also knows that this implies
mc?ni.:i:nl and legitimizing the
ANC, adding w pressure for the
orgamisabon be unbanned.
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Our members have played an important role in popularising
Cosatu's living wage campaign. The campaign is around some
of the clauses of the FC. We are calling for the minimum
living wage. We are calling for better conditions of
employment and living conditions as promised by the FC.

In the FC there are short term, medium term and long term
demands  which also have 10 be popularised. There are no
major differences between those three sets of demands.

COULD YOU EXPLAIN HOW YOU SEE
THESE DEMANDS?

In the short term, for example, we have embarked on a
campaign for the recognition of the right of freedom of
association. On many occasions management has acted againsi
members who Ury 1o join a democratic mine union,

When workers are on legal or other sirikes in support of their
demands, management usually calls in the police. That in itsclf
shows management has no respect for freedom of association,
as promised by the Labour Relations Act.

Other short term demands are to increase wages and get a
minimum living wage, and o improve conditions of
employment and living conditions.

Il we look into medium term demands, we are talking of
abolishing migrant labour. When we look at why we call for
this we see there are short-term things involved: it breaks up
Familics: it keeps workers isolated [rom the community.

Sa it is only now that workers are starting 1o realise their role
in the national democratic struggle by getling out of these
hostcls and forging links with other progressive organisations

L s il 1L e

THE MINES

Num members at Num congress.
in the community.

Together they demand to be able 1o stay with their families,
freely interact with other members of the community and be
part of the organisations in the community.

Then we have the long term demands which are ultimately the
control of the socicty by the working class, the democratic
majority. The long term demands invelve the complete
altainment of the demands in the FC,

The FC is not necessarily a socialist document, but it does lay
the basis for the transformation of the society into a socialist
one. Unless we realise the demands of the FC, we will not be in
a posilion o win our struggle against national oppression and
economic exploilalion,

Our members arc not only interested in ideals, but also in the
material improvement of their lives. This will give them the
necessary confidence and strength to intensily their struggle
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for greater control over their lives.

The FC embodies the struggle for democracy which unions
have been involved in on the shop floor. It Lalks about a socicty
where the people will govern, which is the kind of society we
want and the kind of workplaces we want. We are struggling
for workers to have a say in the control and running of the
mine and in how the profils will be distributed.

One other important point is that the FC talks about peace and
friendship with our neighbours. We are one of the few unions
that have been able o build up those kind of links with workers
in ncighbouring countries through the Southern African
Miners Federation and through our active support for our
comrades in Namibia. ,

Because the FC was drawn up from the demands the people
made in the door to door
collections it embodics literally
every struggle that we are
mvolved in woday.

So be it against migrant
labour, be it the struggle for
housing, whatever the case may
be, one can relate those
struggles back to the demands
in the FC. Those demands have
nod been mel today, and that 15
why the FC is still relevant to
us as workers today.,

HOW DO YOU SEE
THE ECONOMY NOW
AND IN THE
FUTURE?

The present political and
economic sysiem is controlled
by a few people, against the
interests of the majority of
people in this country.

There are
monopolies
massive profits.

only
which

seven
reap

Especially during recessions

like we have now, the
monopolics take over small
companies and rationalise,
destroying people’s jobs and
livelihoods, At the same time
they reap massive profits,
which they invest in other
cOunires,

Because monopoly capitalists
are interesied only in profits
they are not capable of resolving the most fundamental
problems in our country - problems of unemployment and
poverty. To sustain their high profits they pay R240 a month
o mine workers and invest in countrics where they can
continue high profit.

We believe that the restructuring of our socicty is an absolute
necessily, where the economy will be controlled, not by a few
people for profits sake, but where production in this country
must be controlled by workers for the benefit of all the people.
S0 at our congress, our theme was mineworkers take control.
and we demand the nationalisation of our mines under workers
conirol. Which will mean that the wealth of the country must
be shared equally amongst the people. That is a sruggle we are
involved in and a struggle which is taking place on the ground
now.

S0 in building this new society, we want to instill those
democratic practices, even in the economy, even in the mines.

YOU HAVE SAID THAT WE MUST START
BUILDING THE NEW SOCIETY TODAY.
WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY THAT?

In our methods of struggle we must be democratic. In our
organisations the majority must be in control. At present the
oppressed majority are working class. We must sirive towards
a socicty where the working class will dominate and control
sociely in the interests of all. To achieve that the working class
has 1o, within the struggle today, exert its leadership role,
taking all other oppressed people with it in that struggle,
teaching those other oppressed people its own democratic
values and practices.

HOW IS YOUR CAMPAIGN AROUND
HOSTELS AND MIGRANT LABOUR BEING
TAKEN UP?

Al present there are negoliations going on relating to
democratising the hostel system. We demand that the bosses
issue a stalement of intent and at the same time introduce a
democratic system of elected hostel representatives who will
run the hosicl.

Al the same time we arc fighting for the complete eradication
of the hostel system.

We oursclves are abolishing the migrant labour and hosicl
system. Despile the bosses stated opposition of the migrant
labour sysiem, the mine bosses have benefitted a lot from the
migrant labour and the hostel system.

They are not going 1o abolish a system which is in their own
material interest. The only way that that system can be
destroyed is when we actually engage the bosses.

®to FC page 9
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Lebowa police killed Nchabeleng but his ideals live on

AN INQUEST magistrate found
Lebowa riot police responsible for the
death of velcran congress activist and
former Northern Transvaal UDF
president, Peter Nchabeleng,

Nchabeleng died less than 13 hours
afier being detained from his home in
Apel, Sckhukhuncland, by a large
contingent of SADF soldiers, SA and
Lebowa police in April last year.

The post-mortem stated that Nchab-
eleng’s body was covered with bruis-

VIGILANTES are being recruited to
defend bantustan structures in the
MNortherm Transvaal arca of
Sekhukhuneland.

“These vigilante groups are not
antonomous, as the homeland would
like us io believe. They are part and
parcel of the so-called Thari ya
Sechaba, whose main aim is o flush
out opposition and make Lebowa a
safe place for the smooth running of
the bantustan divide and rule system”,
said activists from the
Sekhukhuneland Youth Organisation

(Seyo), am umbrella structure |

affiliated 1o Notyco.
Bantustan rule in Lebowa hasn't run
smoothly for at lcast three years now.
This has been mainly duc to the
growth of popular organisations like
youth congresses and village and
action committees in the arca.
"People refused to be ruled in the
same old way and set about replacing
tribal authorities with popular
.” said the activists. Press-
ure from villagers led some chiefs to
resign or siay away from bantustan
structures.
"Had it not been for direct police and
army intervention, there would no
longer be a thing called the Lebowa
governmenl,” they said.
Security force action severely weak-
ording o Seyo, has failed to crush
them.

Unpopular chicfls, allegedly with
backing from South African security
forces, are now recruiting vigilante
squads o help them defend bantusian
rale.

“Their task is to defend the status
quo in favour of the chiels, the
bantustan and Pretoria”

Adding insult to injury, some
Sekhukhuncland chicfs have tried 1o
force villagers to pay for the vigi-
lantes. Villagers found out that a R10
tribal levy on they were told o pay
was 10 be used to pay the “official
guards” 1o protect the chief.

“This is clear proof that these chiefs
have lost their traditional powers of

ruling according to the wishes of the
people like it was in the old days,”

DESPITE heavy blows from
detentions, imprisonment and vigi-
lante death squads, the Northern
Transvaal Youth Congress (Notyco)
continues 10 inspire the rural youth.
will be one year old at the
end of November. A regional affiliate
of the South African Youth Congress
(Sayco), Noiyco estimates a
membership of 200 000 youth in ils
village and township youth congress
affiliates.
While repression weakened youth

stroctures, these are being revivedand | ~y,. Charter calls for rural struggle | dence campaigns.
strengthened at local and regional | , 4o away with the bantu-stan system | The Northern Transvasl includes | OTganisation is more than just a mﬂm-“:ml This
Tovels, _ and all it stands for. It says the 1and | rour bantustans - KwaNdebele, | constitution or a commitice. Organ- | SUsrantecs res decisions
"We are once more proving that we | gj,)| be shared among those who e 1 and Venda, The | isation gives unity and involvement, | ™ ©0moct: but also that the people arc
will not be stopped in our fight for | L4 i1 The Charter calls for the Lﬂ"“':":bm . 1o | structure, form and content, . consciously committed to their
- - ™ - . = ﬂ mﬂ‘duﬁﬂ .
liberation,” said Notyco. . equal development of cities and ien from bantustan structures. | 'ency and political direction. For us it M‘Th_ih.hm
“The oppressed masses experience | oouniryside, resign 4 means fulfulling a key requirement in i tustans, manage-
extreme want and misery. There has AntHindopendince CEUIDEIENS P | o national Eberation stroggle ment committees and other puppet
been a considerable increase in | “The rural people demand theirright | being faught in KwaNdebele bodics are undemocratic and unable to |
activity of those who refuse 1o tolerate | 1o the land. Their demand must be | Venda. “We organise because we have been | 90 anything sbout our problems. We
bondage and lack of political rights. | developed to make them aware and 10 | @Land rights. denied full political rights and access | Must gain the strength and power 10
mm..lu;uymmm take initistive to challenge the | @Release of political prisoners and | 1o the wealth of the country. The daily | challenge oppression and over-come
situation.” detainecs. lot of our people is one of poverty and h&mﬂuwuﬂm:ﬁ
wumﬁm;ﬂh @Childcare campaign. hardship. We have been denied a strength and power. Power
fight against activists and organi- Notyco has taken up a wide range of | vy oy pins u1 these campaigns, says | democratic say and control over our | be extended 10 the whole oppressed
salions were national campaigns and activities Notyco, is the importance of | lives. population. 1
"Notyco stepped up its offensive by m organisation. "We know that our struggle will be
organising the youth and comsoli- e the Patniots. *For us in the youth congresses | ~Ihe rural oppressed masses have no | long. But history has proved that no
dating their alliance with the their @Popularising Sayco and Notyco. organisation has a particular mean- lpmn}umpnwmc:hm:cm amount of bratality can stop liberty
parents, the villagers and workers” @®The Living Wage campaign, par- | ing. It refers 1o building the unity of | Situation, but we sharc common | from experiencing itsclf.” |

s from being beaten. Massive bleed-
ing under the skin caused shock and
Nchabeleng became unconscious.
Nchabeleng's death sparked protests
and condemnation from a wide

of organisations, including the UDF,
Cosam, SACC and DPSC. Paying
tribute 1o N the UDF said
the replacement of tribal suthorities by
democratic committegs had given
people a taste of democracy and a
sense of their own strength.

Banners of

the
Sskhukhuns
Youth
Organisation
held high at
funeral of
UDF
president,
Peter
Nchabeleng:

last year.
said the Seyo activists. "They have
been reduced to mere cogs in the
military machine.”

This view is reinforced by alleg-
ations that some chicls are working
closely with the SADF, SAP and
Lebowa police.

Activists said vigilante activity is
strong in arecas where popular
#"A1 Mohlaletse vigilanics arc trained
in the nearby mountains.

These vigilanies wait to pounce on
any activist who tries 10 make a move.

Whenever they hear people chanting
songs or hear of a mass rally, then
they attack”, said a Scyo activist.
@At Phaahla-Manoge, known for its
fierce resistance against tribal
authorities in the fifties, a vigilanie

reservoirs of cheap labour and
dumping grounds of surplus people
posing no danger to the Apartheid
sysiem. “The active participation of
these people m the hiberation

marks the beginning of the end for
apartheid™.

“Let us forward the spirit of
Nchabeleng. Let us strengthen the
democratic movement by building our
structures in the factories, schools,
villages and 1ownships where we live
and let the ideas of Nchabeleng bear
fruit,” said Cosatu.

‘group was organised after the

formation of the Phaahla-Manoge
Action Commifltee.

“The chiel organised unorganised

youth against members of the Action
Commitice and three members were
evicled [rom the village. Some
Committee members are relatives of
the: chicf, but defence of the homeland
sysicm knows no blood relationship.
It's cither you are for the system or
against it", said Seyo activists.
@Al Madibong vigilante activity grew
after the return of Chief Kgolokoe
who was forced into “exile™ after an
activist was killed in clashes with the
chief last year.

"Under the threat of this vigilanie
group, couples who married during

The UDF at the time rejected “with
contempt” claims by pro-govemn-ment
sources that Nchabeleng died of a
heart umkandnummmhnkhu
detention to "
Seventeen months after his death an
inquest found that 59-year-old
Nchabeleng, a healthy man at the time
of his arrest, had died from injuries
inflicted by Lebowa riot police.
Lawyers for the Nchabeleng family
say that the police "at a very high
level” attempted to conccal how
Nchabeleng died.

the chief's absence have 1o

pay alevy |
of R300. Burial Societics have to pay
R200 1o the chief.”

The activists said vigilanies are
recruiled [rom the unemployed and
unorganised youth and “elderly
conservalive men”.

“Traditionally the chiel's kraal has
“palace” police to protect the chiefl and
maintain “law and order”. The chiefs
are using this tribal custom to
organise these reactionary group-
ings."”

"A few malcontents, some lcachers
and musguided students were another
fertile ground for the chicfs to
reorganise to retain their hegemony in
the homeland.™
“This was largely due 1o the absence

Notyco inspires rural

youth despite the blows

A key Notyco campaign has been 1o
popularise the Freedom Charter,

adopted by Notyco as a guiding
document.

hnplm;mwwtm wihwppm
commitices and organising the

uncmployod.,
@ Anti-bantustan and Anti-indepen-

the people, raising their political
undersianding and bringing about
their active involvement in struggle
and in the issues of daily concemn o
us all.

The inquest heard that a Lebowa
policceman Malopo omly started
investigations three months afier the
death. This was despile a postmortem
which clearly showed that
Nchabeleng had been seriously

- assaulted. But none of the statemenis

taken from riot police mentioncd

assaulis or i

Majopo knew some of these were

false, but still handed them in as
and

Malopo could face charges.

of progressive tcachers’ organ-
isations. Bul at present there is a
Neusa working commitice which aims
to organise the leachers and remove
them from the feet of the hameland,
the chicfs and the government.”
Seyo said local police stations were
also industries for the manufacture of
vigilantes. "Some of the vigilanics are
former activists who know the tricks
and strategies of comrades.

“Some youth, especially the unem-
ploycd, are won over by entertain-
ment and liguor and 50 on.

“They get enticed by having privi-
leges available 1o them for the first
time. They become willing to do
anything the chicls want. Large sums
of moncy arc pourcd in Lo thcm
ihﬁ“tdhﬂ
Asked how the vigilanies have affec-
led organisation, the activists said

stale of emergency conditions had
| forced organisalions 1o use new

methods of struggle. The vigilantes
were not yet sophisticated enough 1o
wdentify these.

"When we don't sing or chant it
becomes more difficult for them 1o
differentiste us from ordinary

But the youth's prescence is still felt.
Pamphlets condemning Lebowa's
Thari ya Sechaba are distributed and
progressive slogans are graffitied on
:n-r‘ih.

“This is part of a process of
organising groups to give political
direction and 1o counter government
propaganda”, say the activists. Youth
in the arca are also forming groups to
defend the people against vigilantes.

problems and by taking them up
together we raise the level of politcal
awarcness of our people. We learn
that there are reasons for our life of
misery, oppression and exploitation.
“We learn that our can be
overcome. We leamn the power of and
need for wnited action. We develop
confidence im our own shility to make
decisions, 1o take charge of our lives,
and to influence the course and
oulcome of events.
"Notyco calls on all the people to
participate in the discussion of |
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WHY IS THE PROCESS OF
DRAWING UP THE CHARTER
SO SIGNIFICANT?

The FC was drawn up after consultation with
the people, by the delegates of the people, after
the people themselves have made demands.

That very process was democractic in that it
was the people deciding for themselves what
kind of a society they would like to live in in
future, given the present apartheid colonialist
regime and society under which they are living.

So with the Charter, it was not for the leaders,
it was for the people themselves to decide. And
il was not just organisations, but the people in
general.

Before that the ANC did have its own
programmatic document, the African Claims,
about how they saw the struggle and how they
as an organisation see a future SA. Other
organisations also had their own programmes.

But now a national kind of demand had to be
made which did not depend on the views of ths
or that organisation, but on all the people,
whether members of organisations or nol

What was needed, given the alliances that had
been developing in the process of struggle, was
a more open kind of demand. Demands made
by all the people of SA had to be drawn up.

That is the significance of the Charter - that it
cannot be ascribed 1o one organisation or
individual.

Hence the process to collect the demands that
ultimately led up 1o the drawing of the charter
began. It involved the students, it involved the
workers, women, all seciors, through
organisations and through individuals in the
sirecls,

The fact that all sectors of the people were
involved in this process proves that in SA oday
there isnt any other document that can stand up
o the FC.

The charter is more than just a sct of demands.
Because here the people themselves consciously
make demands, the demands that they in their
daily lives would like o see implemenied.

When it is the masses that make demands and
implement those demands consciously, then a
process of fundamental change has begun.

Because in this process people in their
millions, conscious people, participate in
struggle in order to bring down, in SA, an
oppressive and exploitative sysiem and replace
it with a [ree society.

The Charter is a certain kind of document in
that the political, social and economic order
that it envisages, cannot be imposed within the
present political, social and economic order,

This present order needs to be broken down
completely before the demands enshrined in the
Charter can be met.

WHY AT THAT POINT WAS
THE CHARTER DRAWN UP?

In our history, we find that our people have

been struggling seperately. Their unity has

been a product of a series of activities, united

fronts and many other united actions by our
le.

In 1912 when the ANC was formed, its main
distinguishing aim was to bring together all
Africans in SA so as to be able 1o confront the
common enemy of colomialism.

In the process of struggle, other organisations
like APO which stood for the coloured people's
rights, and the NIC that championed the cause
of the Indian community, were also formed.
They were championing the righis of their
people, as seperated by the government from
other people.

At this time there were no socialist countries
in the world.

Certain events, such as the lirst world war, the
Russian revolution and the formation of the
Communist Party of SA (CPSA) in 1921
dramatically changed the whole outlook of the
South Alrican liberation movement.

It was not by chance that non-racialism in SA
was first championed by the CP5A, not the
ANC, NIC or APO. Thiz was done in the
Industrial and Commercial Workers' Union
and n the ANC.

Bonds between individuals in the ANC and the
CPS5A developed inte bonds between
organisations and today there is integration on

the ground. '

In this perind people had joined hands in a
form of united front. The most important one
was the Xuma, Naicker, Dadoo alliance
between the ANC and the South Afncan Indian
Congress.

There was also the June 26 Freedom Day,
called by the ANC 1o protest against the
banning of the CPSA in 1950, and joint support
of the 1946 mincrs sinke in 1946,

During those very big years we saw our
people coming together in struggle, in action,
from all organisations, from all walks of life,
joining hands in & common struggle and
implementing this idea of bringing these
dillerent organisations together,

The coming o power of the Nationalist Party
formentied and helped [acilitaie this process.
There was no longer any difference as o who
they would strike. During those years, the NP
took away the remaining rights of our so-called
coloured people. That also opened the eyes of
the African leaders that the coloured
communily like the African community, have
no political rights.

All these concrele conditions determined the
new tactics of struggle. But these new tactics of
struggle had 1o be informed by a new vision
before they could be implemented.

It was no longer a case of building an African
nation of Africans alone, people had (o think of
a new South Alrican socicly, a non- racial
South African socicly.

That is why this idea of the Freedom Charter
did not come carlier or alier that time, but

éEvery campaign, every action we take, is guided



congress member”™ has been taken o
heart in the Eastern Transvaal.

Aller the Lowveld Youth Movement
(Loyomo) collapsed, due 1o lack of
regiomal support and repression, the
youth vowed w0 re-organise
themselves in & more advanced and
suphishicated manmer.

"We learned from our mistakes.
Now we will concentralc on organ-
ising on a local level first, then on a
regional one,” explained an Eiyco
SpOkCSPCTSOn.

It with no political home alier the
cullapse of Loyomo, the youth faced
the challenge of rebuilding youth
organisalion. “We staried 10 organise
oursclves under the banner of Sayco
in 1987, A regional Sayco interim
commilice was sct up 1o facilitate the
launch of a fully-Nedged regional
organisation,” saxd the spokesperson.

Organising under
conditions wasn't casy.

“"We had 1w adapt our methods of
organisation o suit the present
condilions. We have established 1en
working unils o co-ordinale activ-
iics and lay the basis for a permanent
mouthpiece for the youth.”

The interim structure has already
cmbarked on a number of campaigns
like the "Save the Patriols™ campaign
and popularising the Freedom
Charter.

Since the start of the Emergency,
there has been an increase in the
number of vigilanle groups and an
escalation of their activilics against
activists and organisations.

In Ermelo, a vigilanie group known
as "Sharp” has emerged. “Their
programme is 1o harass activists and
distribule 0 try and win the
hearts and minds of people.

"Little do they realise that the
aclivisis they harass are sons and
daughters of the very people they are
irying to win over,” said the
spokcsperson.

In Standertion a vigilanle group called
“Pirates™ have declared war onm
aclivists, attacking them and their
homes.

Tepressive

ETvl youth find
their political
home i Sayco

THE SAYCO motio "cvery youth a | A vigilante group called *Champion

Squad”, under the leadership of Chief
L.L. Mogane, operates in the area
from Graskop to Bushbuck-ridge.
This group has comneclions with
AWB supporters.

“The chief himsell confirmed this.
He said-he was approached by a
group of AWB people and some black
men to ask his permission 1o “pul
comrades on the right track”,” said the
spokesperson.

In the Witrivier area, activists also
have 1o contend with the AWB.

“Al one ime AWRB supporters shot
two youths. Duc o fear of being
detuned, the matter was not reported
to the police and consequently there
were no reprisals,” said the spokes-
person.

But although activisis are angry with
the vigilanies, they helieve that some
of them can be won over., " These

pcople have been misled in o |

belicving that they have a stake to
defend in the apartheid system. '

"It is only when we organise and
politicise our pcople that we will
remove the threat of vigilantes. But in
the meantime we have to defend

ourselves,.” said the spokesperson.

Sell-defence committees have been

formed at Graskop, Bushbuckridge,
Hazyview, Nelspruit, Zweliisha,

Ngodini, Barbeton, Bellast, |
Machadodorp, Standerion, Witbank,
Leandra and Middelburg.

“The Mozambique terrorist organi- |

sabbon, MMR, 15 also acuive in the |

Garzankulu, Hazyview, and Bush- |

buckridge arcas.
“They approach activists pretending |

o be from the ANC and offer them |
boobytrapped handgrenades. In |
Acornhock last year a student died |
from such an offer,” said the spokes- |

peTsom.

On top of this, the state is still trying |

to win the hearts and minds of the
youth.

“They have mtroduced the wadely |
rejecied DET camps for schoolkids 1o |
brainwash them against their struggle
i school and the commumnity at large,”
said the spokesperson.

Ka

Machel remembered

THOUSANDS of pecple Tiocked (o the
Eastern Transvaal

area of Mbuzini near

to commemorate the death of the late
Mozambican president Samora Moises Machel.

Above are scenes from the commemoralion
service, held at the site where Machel's plane
crashed under myslerious circumstances.
Speakers at the service, ©
UDF and COSATU, praised
leader and condemned the
destabilising the Southern African region.

A joint statement said "the youth and workers of
the whole Southern Africa have a common goal;
that of ending apartheid and exploitation in South
Africa and the creation of a peaceful region in
Southern Africa under the democratic leadership
and control of the oppressed and exploited”.
"This was the vision of Samora Machel. This is
the vision of socialism in Southern Africa. The
workers of Southern Africa will never let it die.
Through our struggle, our sacrifices and our
hopes we will keep the memory of Samora
Machel alive this year and every year.

anised by SAYCO,
achel as a greal
role of Preloria in

Students battle at Mgwenya

FOR MORE than three years,

students at Mgwenya College in the
Eastern Transvaal have boen battling

with the college administration.

The SRC spoke 10 Saspu National
about their struggles.

"“When we came 1o Lhe college in

| 1984, we found an SRC already in

existence. But it was an undem-
ocratic, institutional SRC. The
administration had drafted s
comstitution w0 control students’ acti-
vilies,”

A democratic SRC was eventually set
up after students drafied their own
<onstilution. But the battle was not
OVET.

“The administration secks o crush
our viclory, bul we cannol give in.
Our gains are the product of bitter
struggle. We will defend them o the
end.”

Open conflict at the college staned in
1985 when Dean of Student Affairs,

Tlou, suspended pregnant female
students. "Tlou was given an

ultimatum o leave the campus withun *

78 hours. The rector summoned
students 10 & mecting, only to be

| ambushed and attacked by cops wear

ing balaclavas, carrying sjamboks and
pickhandles. Fourieen studenis were
detained and the college was closed
down.”

When the college reopened the SRC
had been suspended. This met with a
violent response. Government cars
were overturned and bumt, propery
was damaged and the college was
again closed.

“When we reopened again, we found
that the white rector had been replaced
by a black, Mr Ndlala. They probably
thought our struggle is a racial one.
This shows the admin-istration’s lack
of msight into our problems.”

In 1986 there were class boycolts,
and a food boycoll in prolest against
unhygicric kilchen facilities, and dirty
and monotonous food.

When the SRC was 10 be clected in
March 1987, a student mass meeting
discussed the SRC constitution and
the wn of three students and
resolved o boycott classes.

"Ndlala closed the college. H
inviled our parenis through Radio
Swazi and letiers 1o discuss the
closure. But parents demanded two
know why students were nol inviled
o present their slory al the meeting.”

"Of course, the reclor was not at all
times acting unilaterilly, but on behall
of the Governing Council - a
government created institution
consisting of a magistrate, a police-
man, a priest, a circuit inspector, the
rector and his deputy. We dom't
recognise this instiution and we
didn't elect the people an iL

“The parent meeting lailed 10 resolve
the problem but the college reopened.
As s00n as the situation normalised,
the rector called in SRC members one
by one. He [orced them o sign
documents that said the SRC was
responsible for the class and food
boycott. He threatened to expel the
whole SRC il there were further
boycoits.

“But,” said the SRC, “threats or no
threais, our struggle for democratic
people’s education continnes.”
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ON THE CHART
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"The
People
Shall
Govern”
says
banner
carried
by youth
in 1983
Durban
protest
march
against
the
hanging
of six

A ANC
/2 guerillas

during that very time. It had 10 come then
because of these given material conditions.

HOW AND WHY DID SAYCO

ADOPT THE CHARTER?

Sayco developed out of the process of struggle
isell. Tt was formed on the basis of the
existence of youth organisations in  local
townships and villages throughout the couniry.

Many of these local youth congresses had
already adopted the FC and were guided by the
FC as part of the UDF, even belore the UDF
adopied the Charter. The youth have always
been in the forefront, the most radical elements
within the UDF. This is one factor.

The other factor is that Sayco arose after
Cosas which adopted the FC and non-racialism
from its inception. This idea of non- racialism
was implanted in the youth congresses and

taken up by our youth.

When Cosas was formed non-racialism and the
non-racial approach to the struggle made a
breakthrough.

This was similar to the breakthrough in 1935
when the FC was adopted. In 1956 when the FC

was adopted, not by the Congress Alliance, but
by the ANC in particular, non-racialism won
over what we call narrow nationalism.

But the banning of organisations suppressed
the idea of non- racialism and brought up racial
approaches agan. Unitl non- racialism made
anolher breakthrough. So this informed the
formation of Sayco as it did the youth
congresses throughout the country.

Sayco is the product of the National Youth
Orgamisatuon (NYO) interim commitiee. In the
process leading to the launch of Sayco the
NYO discussed and consulted not just the
structures of Sayco, bul also its ideological line.

This was necessary because we are all agreed
that the youth are nol homogeneous, they ace
found in every strata, in every class. But as
members of the working people and as people
who are interested in the future the youth could
not take any other route, but a route thal points
to the Tuture,

In SA the route that points 1o the [uure is the
route that is applied in the FC itsclf. Hence the
NYO discussed the FC, and Sayco adopted it

HAVE ALL SAYCO AFFILIATES
ADOPTED THE CHARTER?

Al the moment all Sayco afliliates have
adopled the FC, formally or informally. Not
that we have made this a precondition.

Some church youth groupings like Casa and
YCS5, have on their own and without any
insistence from Sayco, adopied the FC and have
applicd for membership to Sayco.

We realise that the FC represents a certain
level of political consciousncss that necds o be
developed and we can't assume il.
Organizations join Sayco because they want 1o
participate in struggle. And it is in this struggle
that their views will be evolved and changed,
that they will begin to understand the FC and
adopt it.

We are not saying those who haven't adopued
the Charter should not come into Sayco, It is
nol an imposition on anyone, it is not the
closing of doors. Youth congresses must join
Sayco. And Sayco's political vision must be
learnt within i(s structures.

We do not expect youth congresses 1o come
into Sayeo already having this vision. Sayco has
got the duty to teach the youth this. Sayco has
chosen a direct and definite political line and
adopted the FC. This doesn't mean that
everyone in Sayco understands the FC, but we
know that it is Saycos duly to tecach and
introduce that line to its members and o the
youth in general.

HOW IS THE CHARTER
LINKED TO THE STRUGGLES OF
THE YOUTH?

The youth have participated in the formation
of structures of popular control, through
guidance [rom the Charter itsell.

Sayco leadership and structures have
consciously encouraged this. Through
participation in these structures, Sayco has

®to FC page 8

by our understanding of the Freedom Charter??
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REPORTS

DESPITE rcpression and the
emergency, the Free State Youth
Congress has been launched and has
affiliated to Sayco, joining hands
wilth other regional and local youth
CONETESsSEE.

Fryco leaders said the idea of
launching the organisation was born
out of consultation and hard work
initiated by the Free State Planning
Committee.

The Planning Commitlee was sei up
in March this ycar 10 co-ordinate,
plan and facilitate the launch of the
youth congress.

In all, 36 local youth congresses
with an estimated membership of
about 200 000 had o be consulied.
This set the stage for the formation
of Fryco.

At 115 launching congress, Winnic
Mandela and Temor Lekota, the
UDF publicity Secretary who is
presently standing trial for treason,
were elected honorary presidents of
Fryco.

Speaking at the launch, Fryco

“president Smangalish Madlakazela
called for the unbanning of the ANC,
the lifiing of the state of emergency,
the releasc of political prisoners, the
return of exiles and the repeal of
apartheid laws. "Without the ANC
there won't be any solution 10 the
country’s F‘nhltnﬂ.- he said.

Madlakazela said Fryco would
cement the alliance between workers
and the youth by forging links with
all progressive trade unions in the
Free State.

Free State youth form Sayco region

He sent fratermal greetings to
Cosatu. He saluted them for adopting
the Freedom Charter which he said
contains “minimum workers'
demands.” He called on workers to
take the lead in the nalional
democrahc

Madlakazela said the youth
movemeni must also forge links with

| student congresses to fight apartheid

Bantustan loyalty[JEs

is Ximoko's aim

TWO PRO-BANTUSTAN organi-
sations in Gazankulu are coercing

people sign up as members. The
groups are Ximoko xa Rixaka and

the Gazankulu Women's Associabion,
Gwa.
Ximoke is projected by the

" Gazankulu government as a "national
cultural organisation”™, in the style of
Kwazulu's Inkatha. Ximoko's
constitution states that il aims o
"fosier the spirit of patriotism and a
strong sense of unity based on loyalty
first 10 Gazankulu and then o0 South
Africa.”

Ximoko was recently revived by
Gazankulu chicf minister Nisanwisi,
known for his support for Apartheid
and promoting tribalism. He
welcomed Botha's new MNational
Council.

Anyonc who is "loyal w0 Gazankulu
first" may become a member of
Ximoko. Local activists say that
people opposing the bantustan policy
are Ximoko's target.

Ximoko's constitution is
contradictory: it tries to portray

Cayco's week of political education

THE CAPE Youth Congress (Cayco)
held a week-long education work-
shop to expose Cayco members o the
tradition of the democratic
movement and to develop a betier
understanding of working class
struggle.

Cayco's Education Officer said the
Focus Weck was organised because
there was a lack of understanding of
the nature of our struggle and our
society.

"We had learnt about the Charter's
and the form of struggle that led w
its drawing up and subscquent
adoption. We realised that members
of Cayco did not yect understand
National Democratic Struggle (NDS)
and the Freedom Charter.

"We were also aware of the great

itsclf as free from homeland control,
as well as putting "Gazankulu first'.
The constilution also aims “To work
for the destruction of the bourgeois
mentality and foster free enterprise.”

Membership is compulsory for all
Gazankulu government employees
and many residents say they have
been forced o pay ll:j membership
fees.

Members are encouraged to fight l
other organisations. “Their rallies
always attack the UDF, Sayco, ANC, |
SACP and Cosatu as subversive,”
sand an activisL
Gwa, a Ximoko affiliate, is aimed at '|
promoling tribalism among women.
Its president is constitutionally the |
wife of Gazankulu's chiel minister. |
All women working for the
Gazankulu civil service are forced to
join Gwa and wear Gwa uniflorms
during rallis.

Notyco wanits 1o expose Gwa and
organise the women of Gazankulu:
"Gwa has never raised a finger aboul
the sufferings of the women in

cnthusiasm amongst the youth for
socialism, but therc was a lack of
understanding of the role that NDS
and the Charter could play in the
attainment of socialism,” said Cayco.
Themes discussed at the focus week
included the role of the youth and
women in the NDS, trade unions and
the Freedom Charter, Internal
Colonialism and People's Power.

The warkshop noted that youth have
always been at the forcfront of
community struggle and that youth
structures are a training ground for
aclivists.

"The role of the youth must be
defined in relation to other |
constiluencies. The youth cannot |
operale isolated from Cosatu, civics

Flashback to 1984 - youth celebrating in the streeis of the Free State's

Thabong township, Welkom.
education. He called on the DET 10
accede 1o students’ demands for
democratic SRCs.

Fryco adopted the Freedom Charter
as & "basis for the advance of a
democratic republic of South

| Africa.”

The youth congress also
resolved to popularise the document

pic: City Press

through workshops and group
discussions.

Some of the resolutions passed by
Fryco at its launch congress are :
® o block the proposed
establishment of a US-backed
Mangaung Youth Society.
@ call on teachers in the Free State
to join progressive organisalions
under the leadership of the National

| ®@to call for the unbanning of the

| @0 encourage unemployed youth 10

| ®w light alongside communities in
| their battle for reduced rents and
|  against eviclions.

| @0 call on the youth in reactionary

| resign.

| Education Union of South Africa.
| @10

call on the DET 1o
unconditionally reinstate all studenis
who were delained in the Free Stale.

ANC.,

®ig forge an alliance with
progressive unions and recognising
the central role of the working class
in the national democratic struggle.

join progressive unions for the
uncmployed and working youth 1o
join Cosai affiliated unions.

@0 support Botshabelo youth and
community in their resistance ag s
incorporation into the Qwagwa
homeland.

@t fight against stale propoganda
and 1o ensurc the survival of the
CONZress.

@0 call on the Frontline States 1o
observe the principles of the UN
Charter on Refugees and exiled
people and pledged their support for
the letter which was'senl by Sayco o
the Frontline states.

@10 pledge support for the Save the
Patriots Campaign and abolition of
capital punishment.

®io call on the government 1o
recognise the Geneva Convenlion
Protocol on the position of political
prisoners and to accord prisoner of
war status o captured gucrillas.

council-backed organisations to

Blowing their own trumpet and building tribalism and bantustan loyalty in Gazankulu

i Gazankulu. They only wani o fosier

the aims of the Gazankulu
government in the minds of the
WOmen.

“Our task is 10 make these women
understand that our people will never
be free until the women are free; that
tribalism will not free them from
exploitation and discrimmation.

"Notyco encourages them o join
political organisations and fight
against national oppression and

of discrimination.”

and other progressive
organisations,” said Cayco.

The absence of women in youth
structures was identificd as a greal
weakness for the youth. The vast
majority of working class youth arc
also still outside Sayco.

A member of the United Women's
Congress delivered a paper on
women and NDS outlining the
position of women in society, i the
family and other arcas.

. The speaker spoke aboul sexism in

progressive organisations: “We see
most organisations are dominated by
men. This must end. The role of
women aclivisis is mol wrnling
minutes or making tea. As long as
women are not liberated in
organisations, or at home, we will
never be free.”

Phayco revives youth
and works with Cosatu

STEPS HAVE recently been taken to
revive youth organisation in
Phalaborwa. The Phalaborwa Youth
Congress (Phayco) an affiliate of the
Norikern Transvaal Youth Congress
(Notyco), will bring together the
youth of four wvillages and two
wwnships in the arca

An interim committec of ten
members elected from different
villages and townships is
lpnlrhc-ldm; the rebuilding of youth
organisation, which has been hard-
hit by the emergencies.

A Phayco spokesperson said
Lulekane and Namakgale and
Mashishimale village used o have
their own youth congresses.

"But repression weakened these
structures. So activists in Namakgale
made it their Lask 1o revive them and
incorporaie them into a bigger
Phayco.”

The relationship between Phayco
and Cosatu is close. "Through Cosatu
we are given platforms o encourage
the formation of youth structures in
the different communities.

"Youth in Cosatu are co-operaling,
they have a clearer understanding of
the struggle as a whole. Three of our
office bearers are shopsicwards and
Organiscrs.

The Cosatu local has saluted the |
revival of Phayco, saying this would |

help solve problems of tribalism
planted amongst the people.

Phalaborwa is becoming a key
target of Gazankulu and Lebowa

tribalism.
A meeling organised by

Gazankulu's Ximoko xa Rixaka
revealed plans to:

®install chiefl minister Nisanwisi as
the chicf of Lulekane. Activisis say

| this is because he will be stepping

down as chief minister next year.
Residents alledge that Gazankulu
Police are forcing them o pay R15
each - R10 for Nisanwisi as their
future chief and RS for membership
aof Ximoko.

®kick all non-Shangaans out of
Lulekane,

®force all Shangaans living in
Namakgale to move to Lulckane.
1500 Shangaan speaking scholars
have becen instrucied to leave
Namakgale school by 1 January next
year. Shangaan-speaking workers |
have been promised R5000 loans o
buy or build houses and local mines,
PMC and Foskor have bought stands
in Lulckane for their Shangaan
cmployces.

Phayco and Motyco have strongly
condemned what they call "a
campaign to promote tribalism
among our people”. The youth plan
to mount their own campaign against
the new moves.
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brought about and developed a
undersianding of what this means.

Every campaign that we take up is guided by
this political programme in the Charter.

Sayco has launched the Save the Patriots
campaign because we are concemed about the
law of the country. The demand for a fair trial
is very explicit in the FC.

We are talking about the law of the people.
The guidelines for this are defined in the FC -
that all people must be equal before the law.
This law must serve the people and proteci
them. Because the law is supposed to regulate
the relations between people. It must recognise
equal individual rights.

Sayco and the national democratic struggle
challenges SA's status because it is not based on
the will of the people. This is why our struggle
1% justified.

HOW DO OTHER SAYCO
ACTIVITIES RELATE TO THE
CHARTER?

new

Our student sector is taking up the demand in
the Charter that the doors of leaming and
culture shall be opened. So they are taking up
the 1ssue of people’s education.

Together with the youth generally they are
expanding the idea of education. Education is
not only in schools, but also ouiside schools.
Education should be relevant to our daily lives
and 11 should be able o direct us and guide us in
our struggle.

Sayco has opened up a cultural committee that
has the task of promoting progressive elements
of culture in order o develop a new South
Alrican culture.

We also have a labour committee because of
the fact that there are working youth inside and
outside the trade union movement. And it is the
task of a political organisation such as Sayco o
give political direction to these working youth.

Every kind of action we take, the tactics and
everything, are denved from our own
understanding of the FC.

Not that we think that the FC has a number of
meanings. It has, only if we take inlo
consideration the number of people, classes and
strata that believe in the FC.

But we are saying that at the point of
implementation the FC shall assume only one
meaning. We cannot create a number of
realities based on the FC.

WHAT DOES THE FC MEAN
FOR STRUGGLES TODAY?

Our goal has been defined in the FC, but we
don’t see the FC as something static that should
only be achieved in the future.

The changing circumstances of struggle mean
that our forms of struggle and organisation
change from time to time. For example, today
under the state of emergency people are talking
of the need 1o defend themselves, propaganda
and secunty.

The seeds of a future government are being
planted today, and this is also informed by the
FC.

When we say that the people shall govern, we
do not mean that the people should struggle to
become candidates every five years, but that the
people shall daily administer their lives
through their own structures.

Sayco as an organisation has developed quite a
new interpretation of these structures. And this
i5 duc 1o our own understanding of the FC.

WHAT IS THIS NEW
UNDERSTANDING?

Today there are certain questions we need o
develop sharply in order to find proper
direction oul of the present situation.

Initially people thought that the simple
formation of a civic, a street and a block
commitice was enough. We are saying this is
only a beginning.
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WCape youlh protesi the closing of Langa high school, prosecution of teachers

In these structures, struggles around
immediate issues and the administrative aspect
have mostly been dominant. We are saying
these struciures need to address themselves (o
the question of political power. For example,
street committee members need o understand
how every local issue is linked to political
poweT.

We don't mean the street committee should
march w0 Pretoria.

But that street committee should make it a
point that it takes responsibility for the running
of affairs there, And it must be able wo defend
itsell and make sure that it can’t be crushed.

HOW DOES SAYCO VIEW
RELIGION AND THE CHARTER?

Sayco has sct up a religious liason committee
because we believe that religious youth have a
stake in the politics and the economy of this
country. The Charter says that irrespective of
creed or beliel, people should have all their
rights.

S0 Sayco has opencd to the religious youth,
motivated by the own religion, to join Sayco.
Because we believe that religion forms part of
the social consciousness of our people. It
derives from people’s material life.

Religious youth, together with other youth,
wani o eal, clothe themselves and take care of
their children, they want peace. So they see the
world from the religious point of view.

Mo religion can live above these basic needs.
They can't seperate
their religion from themselves as social
beings. So their religion must take sides. It is
only when they participate alongside other
social sectors in the struggle that thcy can
achieve whatever they are praying for in their
prayers,

Our religious structure is non-denominational
because there is a difference between the laws
of a church, the denomination, and religion
itself.

WES

The youth dis
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and Kkilling of aliedged ANC guerilla Ashley Kriel.

. glllr their messages and
| militancy at Uitenhage mass funeral

HOW HAVE THE YOUTH
POPULARISED THE FC?

Through our education and publicity
departments the vouth have been printing and
reading the FC and making it indigenous in
Sayco itsclf. So there is a FC as adopted by
Sayco,

As we said, we have also taken up campaigns
that are informed by the FC.

We have had workshops at different levels
which are aimed at educating the youth and also
discussing our understanding of the charter
wilh other sectors and organisations, like the
trade unions, civics and students.

Our concern is that it should not only be
populariscd so that people know it exists, bul
that our pecople who have drawn it should be
guided by it in their daily struggles. So we need
o develop a common understanding of the
Charter.

Not that we can't have united action without
that common understanding, but we should
strive in this very united action to develop a
common view of South African society.

Sayco has received debate with open hands and
an open heart. That is one way of popularising
the Charter. In Sayco we have not allowed one
viewpoint to be imposed over the others.

We have allowed constructive debate 1o
continue around the Charter. Because we
believe that the deep understanding of the FC
can only come through debales, debates that are
aimed at sharpening the forms of struggle that
we implement in practice. That is how we are
popularising the FC.

WHAT ROLE CAN THE
YOUTH PLAY?

The youth have a definite and special role 1o
play in relation to the charter as a beacon of the
future.

The youth are a special sector in our society.
They are referred o as the shock troops, the
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mosl energelic, not only in the implementation
of programmes, but also in the search for light
and truth.

That is why the youth are so important. Most
organisations rely on the youth to advance their
programmes, political education and other
needs of the democratic movement. Even in the
apartheid ranks it 15 the youth that are
implementing programmes.

For us also, it is the youth who of necessity
must {ill up the most forward trenches - at the
ideological, political and economic level. They
have that special task.

Because they are not a class, they can’t evolve
a coherent theory of life on their own. This
makes them scarch for the theory that will best
serve them.

Mostly they are not attached and they want to
see things changed - unlike their parents who
would just accept things because they have hived
long with it

For example, the fight against superstition is
being spearheaded by the youth. The parents
wollld say: we¢ have grown up under the
witchdoctor and we have reached this old age.
We think he has a role w play.

But the youth will always question these
things. Because they haven't got the fears of
their parents. They are most adventurous. This
is informed by their very scarch for light, for
a theory to guide them in life. You don't need
to be a philosopher to evolve a theory that
should guide you.

Everyone has a way in which he sees the
world. And thiz is built in through a process of
socialisation and intermmalisation. During this
process the youth tend to question certain
established norms and customs that don't fit
with their secarch for a theory of life. This is
one thing that makes the youth the most
energised or galvanised sector of society.

They are not the ones who have all the tools (o
bring it about. But they arc the ones who
implement these programmes, more
encrgetically and more rigourously than any
other scclor.

HOW DOES THE CHARTER
HELP BUILD ORGANISATIONS?

Today more than ever belore, our people,
everyone, black and white, arc concerned with
their [uture. Some want W know wether Lthey
will still be allowed to live in SA, capitalisis
would like to know if their factories will be
safe-guarded in the future and so on.

The FC gives people a chance to discuss the
nature of society that they would like to live in
in the future. And everyone would like 1o see
his intercsts mel in the FC.

But these interesits are social interesis, so
people come together o form organisations.
The residents find their own interests catered
for in the FC, they form a civie, and they are
guided by the demands in the FC. The students
also, and every other grouping. Even some of
the capitalists, the petty bourgeousie, realise
that the FC allows them to have the right to
trade wherever they will in the future.

That is how the Charter or any ideca that finds
expression in the concrele malenial expericnce
of our pecople, leads them to organise in the

first place.
The Charter containg the ideas that derive

from the SA reality, and it is for this reason
that people orgamise around the demands that
are found in the FC.

DO ANY CLAUSES IN THE FC
APPLY MORE TO THE YOUTH?

All clauses apply to the youth. We cannot
scperate the different clauses. The Charter

speaks of a new social, economic, political and
culural order in SA. This is necessitated by
history itself. So it cannot be scen in picces. It is
one whole transitional period.

All clauses are a dialectical unity. In the
creation of a unitary, non-racial and
democratic SA we can't do away with any of
the demands. So we cannol really argue one
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After twenty year wait Irene marries imprisoned Wilton Mkwayi

WHEN the Umkhonto we Sizwe High |

Command was comnered in Rivoma
in 1963 Wilton Zimasile Mkwayi

managed to evade the dragnet thrown |

by the security police.

He went abroad for
training bul was instructed to return
to South Africa by the leadership of
the ANC. Mkwayi became
Commander in Chiefl of MK inside

the country, replacing MNelson |

Mandela. By this time he was the

most wanlted member of the ANC |
and the South African Communist |
Party. He continued working 1o build |

MK's underground structures,

One day he was spotied by security |

police in Soweto. They shot at him,

! wounding him in the thigh. But he |
| escaped and friends took him o a
military |

local nursing sister in Orlando West.
She removed the bullet and dressed
hiz wound. The nursing sisler was
none other than his [uiure wife,

Irene.
From underground Wilion Mkwayi |
kept contact with Irene. But in late |
1965 he was arrested and sentenced |
o life imprisonment on Robben
Island after a trial known as the

Needs Camp's
future uncertain

NEARLY two years afier they were
forcefully removed from Kuni
village in Ciskei, people in Necds
Camp still have no permanent home.
The community is waiting for the
final outcome of a court case in
which neighbouring farmers are
trying o get them removed from the
Carmp.

The farmers claimed the reflugees

stole cattle and that the area was |

unsuitable for a large settlement. The
farmers had lost the case, but an
appeal is due o be heard next year.

Until then the camp's future hangs in | village) we told the South African |

the balance.

If the farmers win the appeal, the
communily may be moved
somewhere else in South Africa, or
Needs Camp may be incorporated
into Ciskel.

Government officials have denied
the arca is to be incorporated into the

New Council
moves against
rent boycott in
Cambridge

THE FUTURE of the residents of
Cambridge location, on the outskirts

ol East London, hangs in the balance. |

The local Town Council has
launched a campaign of intimidation,
possibly in response 1o the township's
the three-year old rent boycoll.

Cambndge, a wwnship of about 100
one-roomed houses, [alls under the
Gompo Town Council. Like most of

the Border region, it has been hard |
hit by uncmployment. Some pcople |

survive by selling vegetables while a
few of the women are domestic
workers in nearby white suburbs.

Residents say the town council sent
them circulars instructing them o
submit their house permits (o the
administration offices. On amival at
the offices, the permits were
confliscated. They would only be
retlurned to them if they paid their
rent.

The spokesperson of the local civic,
the Duncan Village Residents
Association, said the rent boycotl
started in 1985 when residents
protesied against paying R35. 47 for
one roomed houses.

“The residents also demanded an
end to the threats of removing the
people of Duncan Village, the
improvement of housing in the
township, and an explanation of what
their rent money is used for. They
said rent should be paid to the City
Council rather than the former East
Cape Development Board.

“Until now our demands have not
been met. The latest moves are aimed
at breaking the unity of the people of
Cambridge. But the people are

standing firm in their demands,” said |

the Duncan Village spokesperson.
Gompoe Town Council

announced their intention Lo

that the information was released o
the commercial press and the people
were niol consulied.

| 1o find a new site for the Needs Camp

| going lo is a8 permanent one,”

. people,

| property,”
. community has repeatedly denied the |

= s

| keep operaling.

| detained under the Ciskei National |
has |

upgrade |
the township, but the residents noted |

Ciskei, but residents say they have
scen a recenl map showing Needs
Camps as pan of the Ciskei.

Local National Party member of
parliament, Peet de Pontes has
mentioned co-operation with Ciskei

people. "l believe it should move, but
if it can't move, it can't stay as it is. It
should be upgraded into a proper
town,” he said.

Residents want a permanent place to
stay. "When we were along the road
(aflter being removed from Kuni |

authorities that we don't want to
move from the roadside unless we
arc assurcd that the place we are
said |

one resident.
Despite bad conditions at the camp,
residents are prepared Lo siay there.

But they are determined nnt to fall
under the Ciskei. They say if the area
15 incorporated into the bantustan,
they would rather move.

They were first kicked out of the
Ciskei in January last year in an
attempt by Ciskei authorities o

| suppress popular opposition.
Ciskei's Director of
Communications, Headman

. Somtunzi said at the time that the

people were kicked out because of
their misdeeds. "They spread |
instability in the area by killing
assaulling government
officials, and burning their
he claimed. The

claims.

Needs Camp is patrolled by the
SADF, supposedly in order to
maintain law and order. "When we
were initially removed by Ciskei, we
were lermed arsonists. Maybe the
SADF is here 10 keep an eye on us,”
said one resident, "We dont feel at
casc with the army here.”

Residents said the authorities had
taken over the temporary school and
built a temporary clinic, but demands
for ploughing fields and the right 10
keep their own stock have not been
miet.

Whatever the outcome of the court
case, the residents are adamant the
Ciskei has nothing to offer them.
“We have no interest in going back 1o
Ciskei” they said.

Dimbaza youth join hands with parents

DESPITE the brutality of the Ciskei |
government, the Dimbaza Youth
Congress (Diyco) has managed 1o

Saspu National spoke to leaders of
the Youth Congress about the
situation in the township.

They said many activists are still
locked up in the Ciskei jails - over 40
Dimbaza residents are known to be

Security Act.

“We have managed, o some extent, |

to shift the burden of resistance from
our shoulders to the masses,” said
Bonisile.

*This happened by way of forming

small Rivonia Trial,
On the Island, Wilton applied for

permission 1o marry Irene. The |

authoritics refused and the two then |
marricd in a “cusiomary” way in |

1967.

Irene Mkwayi, who is a co-president
of the Release Mandela Campaign,
said that it was always their wish 1o
marry by Christian rites. Bul it took
prison authoritics twenly years o
allow the wedding 1o ake place - in
Cape Town's Pollsmoor Prison.

Al a service on 30 October,
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and a

Potsdam women and children with belongings all packed up and ready iu attempt! another
move from the Clskel inte South Africa

Potsdam calls for
international help

FOR THE second time this y
Potsdam residents fled the Elst:L bul
were tlumed back by South African
authoritics. An carlier atlempl in
February suffered the same fate.
Four years ago they were
unwillingly removed from Blue
Rock - in South Africa - and dumped
in Potsdam in the Ciskei.

But the people of Poisdam are
resolute that they will not remain

| under Ciskei rule. Their attempts o
followed |

flee the bantusian
allegations of intense harrassment by
Ciskei police and vigilanies.

Residents raised funds to rent two
trucks to take them and their
belongings across the border.

“We are happy today, tonight we'll
sleep in South Africa. We don't have
to dream of Ciskei police anymore,”

said one excited, but determined |

resident just before the move at the |
beginning of September.
The community of about 2400

mass structures where they never
cxisted before and through the
revival of organisations which had
been dealt a serious blow by the
unholy alliance between Ciskei and
South Africa.

"Our Youth Congress realized that |

it is not the task of the Civic
Association alone o challenge Lhe
social evils inherent in the Ciskei. We
felt that we were also deeply affected
by these inadequacies.

"For us there is no difference
between organising the parents and
the youth. Of importance, is the need
to fight side by side with other
seclors within our community.”

panel of ministers blessed the rings |

and the following morning Irene -_

wenl Lo the prison.

“Wilton was brought from Robben
Island specially for the wedding,”
| said Mrs Mkwayi. "He was wearing
a dark suit - a prvilege he had once
in 23 yecars. Mandela was the so-
called best man. No one was allowed
inlo prison except the lawyer and the
minister.”

Afier the ceremony, Mrs Mkwayi
came oul 1o meel a cheering crowd.
Hooters blared and there were
ululations in the streets oulside

people had planned o cross the
border to Amoldion near their

| original home in Blue Rock.

But before the first group reached
Amoldion the place, the owner of the
land laid a complaint and the South

Alrican police stepped in.

! The group were trucked back Lo
| Poisdam 1o rejoin the rest of the
meph: who had already dismantled

their shacks in preparation for the
move. Their possessions were
dumped on a ficld some distance
from their homes.

While their latest attempt failed,
residents don't see this as a wasie of
time and money. “Tt showed people at
large that we don't want to live in the
Ciskei”, they said.

The refugees have now appealed 1o
the intermational community Lo
inlervene and to put pressure on the

| South African government to resolve
| the plight of the people of Potsdam.

Bonisile went on 1o say "the poveny
wages camed by employees in the
Ciskei firms, coupled with the
coerced acceplance of the Bantustans,
led the youth congress to also
participate in the formation of
workers' defence comminees.
“Ciskei refuses 1o recognise
progressive unions in the Ciskei.”
“There are serious shortages of
basic necessities in Dimbaza,” said
another local activist, Xolile.
“Sometimes there are virually no
health facilities or clean waler, there
is no transport to link our area with
the town. But fighting these
problems generates a spirit of

| Letters have been sent o the

Pollsmoor.

Cape Town's United Women's
Congress organised a big luncheon in
a township church and that evening
organisations affiliated to the UDF
threw a reception party for the

couple.

UDF Western Cape chairman,
Dallah Omar read Wilton Mkwayi's
statement from the dock. Speakers
praised Mrs Mkwayi for her

endurance and called others to show
such dedication and hope.

embassies of West Germany, France,
The Netherlands, Britain, USA,
Norway and Canada.

The leiter, signed on behall of the
women of Potsdam, says: "We want
you to lalk o the South African
government and ask them for a
residential place for us in South
Alrica.”

“We are like doves, we came Lo
Potsdam with more children than we
have now and we need your help.

“We are living under a reign. of
terror in Potsdam ever since we
arrived here in 1983, We were taken
from Blue Rock in South Africa,
being told we would be given houses
in Mdantsane but we were taken o
Potsdam and have been bealen ever
since we arrived.”

A Potsdam community leader Zola
MNozewu was recently murdered by
vigilanies.

cooperation amongst the people,”
Xolile said.

Diyco's activity has attracted
repression: “When the activities of
Diyco reached throughout Dimbaza,
the Ciskei security police detained
many of our members.”

Bonisile believes that the aim of
these detentions was 1o frighten the
youth away from taking part in youth
activities, while also rying to crush
the youth body.

“We in Diyco know the struggles
with Ciskei are just short term
campaigns,” said Bonisile,"but the
broader one is for a democratic
future in South Africa.”
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HOW IS HEALTH AND SAFETY LINKED TO
THE FC?

The FC demands not only work but security and safety in that
work. Salety in mining is a most important issue.

Cyril (NUM secrctary general) once said it is more important
than wages because you have 1o be alive to earn your wages,
About 600 mincrs die every ycar as a result of accidents alone.
Last year it was over 700 people. In September 1983 69 people
were killed in Hlobane. That month 30000 workers sat down
for half an hour protesting against the lack of salety measures.

Afler the Kinross disaster in 1986, on 1 October 300 000
mineworkers protested for a whole day along with 275 000
workers [rom other Cosatu affiliates. That shows the
mtensilication of the struggle for safety. There is an struggle
for salcly stewards 1o be recognised. It is an ongoing struggle
for bosses o put salety belore profits.

HOW DO YOU SEE THE DEMAND FOR A
LIVING WAGE?

The campaign itsell has an immediale demand for a living
wage that can, but won't, be met by the mining bosses. But we
sce it more as a long term demand because within a capitalist
socicly workers will never be paid a living wage.

On the one hand one has galloping inflation. On the other
hand the bosses are making record profils year alter year
withoul paying workers the same percentage of profit they are
making.

S0 workers will only be paid a living wage in a transformed
sociely where workers actually control the means of

production.

YOU HAVE ADOPTED THE CHARTER AND
ALSO SOCIALISM IN YOU POLITICAL
POLICY. HOW DO THEY RELATE?

In our resolution we slate that we are siriving for a
democratic socialist society controlled by the working class.

Socialism 15 a political and economic system opposed to
capitalism. Socialism will meet the political, social and
cconomic nceds not only of workers, but all the oppressed
people. Under capitalism profits are enjoyed by a very small
group of people. Under socialism the means of production will
be controlled by the working class, and the surplus that is
produced will be shared amongst all the people.

Workers won'l just nationalise the means of production, but
we have gol 1o control it as well. 5o it will be a society where
workers will rule. This will eradicate hunger, poverlty and
discase because the surplus will be used in such a way 1o mect
the nceds of the society. Under socialism society will be
controlled by the majority. This will address other nceds like
education, health, safety, etc.

That's why our members say that we are part of the national
democratic siruggle, that we endorse the FC, and our ultimate
objective is the building of a democratic socialist society.

We are saying this socicly can only come about when the
working class becomes the leading force in the national
democratic struggle. Our ultimate objective is building
socialism.

So what we arc saying very clearly is that it is only when we
build socialism that the necds of workers throughout socicty
will be met. It is clear that capitalism is an international system
that necds an intemational response.
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Miners lift Num president shoulder-high at Num congress

"We are part of the national
democratic struggle, we
endorse the Freedom Charter
and our ultimate objective is the
building of a democratic
socialist society."

HOW DO YOU SEE YOUR RELATIONSHIP
WITH OTHER PROGRESSIVE
ORGANISATIONS?

The Cosatu resolution adopted at the inaugural congress was
very weak in some aspects.

We realised that we had 1o clearly deline what we meant by a
‘progressive organisation’. Our delinition was: it must be a
mass bascd organisation, with constituencics, accountability,
and whose inicresis are compatible with that of the working
class.

NUM adopted the FC because of our identification with the
national democratic struggle. The FC has mass support among
the youth, students, women and others. It is only within that
struggle that we will be able 1o build our leading role in
sociely, (o lake other oppressed classes with us lowards a new
democratic sociely.

We are not saying we must only build alliances with
organisations that have adopted the FC. That is not.our
criteria. Rather, we say that NUM and uliimately Cosatu,
having adopted the FC, clearly identify ourselves broadly with
the democratic movement in this country. Specifically with
orgunisations who are part of the democratic movement, are
mass based, are accountable to their members, and whose
mlercsts are compatible with that of the working class.

With these organisations we can build disciplined alliances,
even if they have not adopted the FC. For mass-bascd
organisatons 1o adopt the FC is a process, like it was a process
with the NUM.

We don't expect everybody we are working with oday to
adopt the FC. We are sceing it the other way around, that
organisalions adopting the FC do so through a grassroots
decision.

Al the Cosalu congress we took this one step further. We
called for permancnt structures o be formed between Cosatu
and its allies, the youth, women ete. The relationship we want
with other organisations must be based on what work they do
on the ground, not whether they have adopted the FC.

Having permanent structures at national, regional and local
levels alone will not be enough. It 1% the role of these structures
to encourage their members to take part in the community
struggles themselves, be part of the street commitiees and civie
organisations or whatever progressive organisations therc are
in the community. When our members mix with the
community it is not as a NUM member, but as part of the
community.

We must go beyond establishing structures where it is only
the leadership that participates. People from all levels of the
organisation must be elected 1o positions in those structures
which coordinale activities between oursclves and other
progressive organisations.

The rank and [ile membership has a role 1o play. They cannot
only play their role in the trade unions.

WHAT PROGRESS HAS THERE BEEN IN
BUILDING THESE ALLIANCES?

The one problem is isolation, created by the hosiel sysiem.
The hostels are built in such a way that it makes it very
difficult for our members 1o communicate with people living
outside the hosicl.

Bul in some arcas like Kimberley there is political integration
between our members and community based organisations,
like the youth, the students and the civic organisations in that
arca

In places like Withank our members have been participating
mn lownship activitics with community based organisations. So
in those areas where we have mines or members living in
specilic communitics we do have participation from our
members.,

The process has been unflolding slowly even before we
adopted the resolulion. Some time ago in the Free State you
found the leadership of the union beginning to engage with
Cosas before it was banned. That obviously influenced our
direction as well.

S0 while we have had some good influence on the youth or
students, il has also influenced the direction of our union.
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THE National Education Crises
Commitiee consultative conference,
held at Wits University in September,
rejecied the govern-ment's proposed
Education Laws Amendment Bill and
resolved to reiterate its demand for the
right 10 work towards people's
education in and outside schools and
to unile all community sectors for this
purpose.

In an unprecedented move, the
government requesied NECC 1wo
comment on the proposed Bill which
would bring all schools and
instilutions for the education of black
persons under the Minister of
Education and Development Aid.

At a hastily convened conference,
about 200 delegates from the NECC's
lﬂm;m-ﬂmuumﬁm
various progressive organisalions in
the country rejected the conients of the
Bill, and called for it's withdrawal.
The NECC was initially given three
days 1o respond, but rejecied this
deadline, stating that it needed time 1o
fully consult with all its regions and
represeniatives.

National co-ordinator Eric Molobi
said the govemment's approach came
as a suprise in view of the fact that
many NECC leaders are in detention.
He also made reference to the
Government Gazette dated 9 January
1987, which effectively prevents the
NECC from holding gatherings where
discussion on allernative education
takes place.

Speaking at the two-day conference,
Molobi said the struggles in the
education front must be scen as a
dialectical process of the entire society
as it sirives for complete
transformation from ils present social
formation.

The proposed Bill will, amongst
other things, redefine “school’ as
any school, special school, pre-
primary school, school of industries,
reform school, class, part-time class,
night school, college, technical
college, centre institute or any other
institution for the education of black
persons”, and bring them all under the
Minister of Education and

Development Aid, F W de Klerk.

It will also empower the Minister o

the activities of any school or
class. Technikons will have their
sdmission policies more strictly
mamitored, while greater power will
be held 1o regulate "the enlering of the
premises of public schools by pupils
of such schools™ and “the discharge of
teachers®.

THE National Educational Union of
Sﬂhﬁﬁﬂﬂlﬂlﬂhhﬂm
Ihnﬁnﬂl-l:h.nr llﬂl-lﬂ:md

and laid down the question of non-
racialism as ome of its bases for
working towards greater unity

Curtis Nkondo, who was elected
president, stressed his rejection for
racial education which he said
promotes individualism among
Aundents.

Yes to
People's

Education,

No to

Education

NECC's Eric Molobl [centre) with

represeniatives from Sansco, MNusas and Neusa.

Addressing delegates at the
conference Sansco President Billy
Ramokgopa said of the Bill, and other
proposed Bills, that they “"are an
extension of the emergency into the
labour field, university campuses and
any other area that could still avoid
some of the stipulated restricons.
"The Government's strategy at this
point is o regain control at all levels,
to crush or silence the democratic
movement and win over certain
sections of the community such as the
academics and em * he said.
While the conference centered on the
Bill, discussion around other arcas
was held. Decisions made at the
conference includeD that NECC
would:
®form an interim structure, with a

In his address he called for the
bolition of:
®all forms of oppression and

system
®and the continued dehumanisation
of the masses through forced
removals, poverty and bad social
Sits

Attempts by Inkatha and the
KwaZulu government to involve
MNeusa in the Indaba were exposed
and the conference passed a resolution
in which they strongly rejected the
recommendations of the Education
report which was drafted by the
Buthelezi Commission.

There were other major resolutions
which were adopied at the conference:
ON THE INDABA

The conference resolved o reject the

Indaba and its Education
recomendations because:

@®1he Indaba was not a democratic
process and its main agenda does not

change the privilege and class
divisions

Flashback:
Studenis al
a parents’

mesting 1o

view to launching a National
Executive Commiltce,

@®work with other organisations to
form a national teachers union,

®call on progressive academics to
form a mational academics asso-
ciation,

®co-operale on the Education Charter
Campaign.

The delegates present also called for
an intensification of the academic

®the Education recommendations
entrench ethnic and language
differences which is in line with the
Indaba’s proposal to fragment South
Afnca.

The acccptance of necgotiations
towards lcachers unity with the

following as the basis for negotiation:

s <ali
@alTiliation 1o the UDF
of the Freedom Charter

® working towards a single

organisation
® working towards affiliation to
COSATU.

ON JMC'S

- Moting that the staie has embarked on

a generalised offensive againsi
NEUSA and the broad democratic
movement manifested in mass
detentions, police harassment,
vigilante groups and the devisive
strategy of the Joint Management
Committecs, delegates resolved o
campaign against and isolate these
reactionary structures and those who
collaborate with them in order 10
expose their sinister aims for the
oppressed majonty.

.principle of People's

boycoit. _ )
Eric Molobi announced that despile
repression, NECC had established
sub-commitiees to research text books
for History, English and Mathematics
that would be more appropriate for the
conditions of South African pupils.
The History text book has already
been completed and this was shown
to the delegates when the conference

opened.

1
Neusa adopts Freedom Charter

ON THE ADOPTION OF THE
FREEDOM CHARTER

Realising that we in NEUSA arc
operating and are bound by the
broader democratic principles and
for a non-racial and democratic South
Africa based on the will of the people,
we thercfore resolve 1o adopt the
Freedom Charter as our undisputed
and authentic programme of action
and as our basic as well as minimum
demands for national liberation.

ON PEOPLE'S EDUCATION

Believing that People's Education is
a dynamic process with the aim of
facilitating the establishment of a free
and non-racial South Africa, Neusa
resolves to inform itself fully of the
Education
through dialogue, consultation and
practice, and to work together with the
NECC and other progressive
organisations o ensure that People's
Education is implemented in such a
way thal communitics are not mislead
by so- called “alternative education™
mstead.

NEUSA reiterated its call for a single
and non-racial education. -

Hazyview
teachers
strike

for their
demands

A STRIKE of over 400 1eachers in
the Eastern Transvaal arcas of
Hazyview, Ngodini and Ka-
Nyamazane haz ended in victory
after negotiations between the
National Education Union of SA
(Neusa), representing tcachers, and
Ka-Ngwane's Department of
Education and Culture.

Teachers demands for payment of
salary increases and the supply of
prescribed books and stationery
were met. Teachers were paid for the
time they were on sirike. Three
teachers detained during the strike
wiere released.

Teachers said, “We ran out of
stationery, and as a result some
secondary schools could not
function.”

Another grievance was the Ka-
Ngwane education department’s
refusal to pay out salary increases.
The teachers sent a petition to the
Department of Education and
Culture, asking them 1o address the
crisis or face a sil-in at the end of

| July.

A tleachers mecting was declared

| illegal by the bantustan’s educational

department on July 2. Police
surrounded the venue and ordered
people 1o disperse,

By the end of July the teachers’'
demands had not been met, and they

| were forced 1o Lake action.

Because the also affected
students and . teachers
understood the need for :Il:nmi:l'ltlt
consultation. Meetings with parents
and SRCs resolved o support the
teachers sit-in. In addition, students
senl a ten point petition to the
authorities:

@against bantustan control of
education,
®demanding free textbooks and
slationery,

®no more overcrowding in classes,
@sufficient educational equipment,
@better library lacilities,
@clectricity for the schools,
@sanitary facilities to be installed,
@®implement teachers salary
incremenis,
®stop forcing students to study
Swazi as a compulsory venacular,
@free supply of food and transport
subsidy for students.

National
teachers body
on the way

MOVES are underway to unite
teachers in a national teachers
u‘;unnﬂ:u.

At a meeting in Johannesburg
all over the country committed
themselves to form the new body by
mid-1988. A stecring commillee was
set up o prepare for the national
launch.

Present at the meeting were: four
regions of the National Education
Union of SA (Necusa), the
Democratic Teachers Union (Detua),
the East London Progressive
Teachers Union (ELPTU),
Eduocation for an Aware SA (Edasa),
the Progressive Teachers' League
(PTL) and the Western Cape
Teachers" Union (Wectu).

Among the aims of the new tcachers
union will be to “establish a unitary,
non-racial education system, to
democratise schools, o end sexist
practises in schools and 1o implement
people’s education”.

All teachers and their organisalions
have been invited to join the
imuatve,
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clausc can be implemented and the others not.

The Nationalists say traders can trade
wherever Lthey like. But that is not the
implementation of the FC. It has got nothing o
do with the governing of the people, or the
socicly envisaged by the Charter. It is the
opening up of the present regime in order 1o
suslain itsclf.

Dillcrent sectors, students, for example, can
concentrale on certain clauses in the FC. But
they arc not actually removing that clause or
isolating it from the others. They are
amplilying it and mobilising around what
alfecis them immediately. This brings them
into the national democratic struggle.

WHY HAS SUPPORT FOR
THE CHARTER ROCKETED
SO MUCH RECENTLY?

The recent open struggles of the people have
thrust the nature of post-apartheid society into
the forelront more than ever before. This is
why the Charter has gained this momentum.

The question of what kind of society people
would like 1o sce has been at the centre of these
struggles. Organisations that were conservatlive
or cautious, were catapulted into talking about
thesc issues. This is not only in the people's
camp. Imperialism has reacted with equal
vigour and rigour.

This has not come of its own accord. This is
the decade of liberation and it is dedicated 10
the FC movement. People have been
consciously working and directing actions of
our people in their local struggles and
connecting them directly to political power
and the making of a new socicty.

The growth in the mass democratic movement
and the forces of the national democratic
struggle has brought this question more sharply
to the fore. That is why the document of the
people had o come up so decisively now with
the decisive actions of our people.

HOW HAVE OPPONENTS OF
THE CHARTER REACTED?

Ever since the treason trial in 1956, the first
trial of the Charter, they have been trying 1o
prove that the FC is a communist document.
They knew it was not. But since 1945
imperialist and all reactionary forces

~ throughout the world have waged a widespread
and successful campaign against communism.
During that period they could describe
anything that opposes them as communist and
get away with it

At the core of these anti-communist
campaigns, was their desire to saleguard their
own interesis. This is why they have attacked
the FC as communist. But they have failed to
poriray it as that.

Not that the FC is anti-communist. The FC is
in fact anti- capitalist, anti-imperialist and anti-
feudalist. But at the same time it is not a
communist or a socialist document, and it was
never intended to be such.

Having failed 10 portray the FC as a
communist document they are now looking
into other avenues to bypass the FC and 1o
impose their own interests, their own wishes,
on the people of SA.

All other documents, like the so-called
Azanian Manifesto could not compete with the
FC. Non-racialism triumphed over the racial
point of view,

So now they are looking into more subtle
ways, rescarch and so on, o come up with a
new document for the future of SA.

All of this has the very same content as the
anli-communist campaigns that the imperialists
have been waging throughout the world. That
content is the safeguarding of their interests in
a new socIety.

HOW DO YOU VIEW UDF
AND COSATU'S ADOPTION
OF THE CHARTER?

No movement or organisation that is
concerned with the well-being of its members
can progress or move forward a single siep
without a 2

The UDF is a coalition of a number of
organisations, whose immediate target is the
destruction of apartheid rule. Within it there
are socialists and non-socialists. They agreed
on the UDF declaration to bring different
sectors inlo united action.

The UDF's initial demands evolved and
developed in the process of struggle. As we
said, the central question was what kind of
socicly are we creating. This has developed and
occupied the minds of every person and every
organisation that is serious about the resolution
of the SA problem. .

UDF and Cosatu's adoption of the Charter
actually marks their maturity and political
direction. It has mapped out a definite line of
march for them, unlike previously.

The fact that both the Front and the labour
movemenl have adopied similar lines of march
on the political terrain is important for the
advancement of our struggle in SA.

It marks a stage in the process of broadening
the United Democratic Front. We can now look
for-ward to an alliance and coalition of
organisations such as Sayco, Cosatu and all
national, regional and local people’s formations
coming together in the broader United
Democratic Front.

This will auger well for the realisation of
working class leadership of the struggle, not
only in theory and practice of other sectors in
the UDF but also by direct physical
participation of workers in people’s political
formations on and off the factory floor.

The united democratic front of all the
progressive classes, strata and social groupings
which are by their nature compelled to struggle
against apartheid colonialism is a necessary
condition for the victory of our struggle.

And with organised workers, as organised
workers under Cosatu and not just as
individuals, paving the way toward joining
hands with Sayco and other progressive
organisations rallied sround the demands in the
FC, the foundation of national unity shall have
been firmly established.

HOW DOES THIS AFFECT
THOSE WHO HAVE NOT
ADOPTED THE CHARTER?

We believe it is the duty of Sayco and our
other organisations to determine a clear
political line for its members.

But no-one demands adoption of the Charter
for membership to these organisations. Because
the Charter demands a certain level of political
development. And these organisations realise
that they are schools in which members must
attain this political consciousness.

Adopting Ih: FC sets a gunl in developing
people’s mnscmusmss, a vision to be leamt by
members in that organisation.

It does not close doors for people who hmﬂ;
not adopted the charter. It has opened things up
s0 that people can join the organisation and
learn about the charter. Because these
organisations are schools in which people must
learn what we are fighting for.

For example, one criterion for membership of
these organisations is that you must be against
the present system, motivated by whatever
views, against this apartheid government. As
to what kind of society you would like to see,
that must be evolved in the course of struggle
itself.

Organisations have a right and the duty to
work out their political direction and to put
certain goals for their members and their
political consciousness. They have aright and a
duty to educaie their members about this
political direction. That is why we say these
organisations are schools of struggle.

For example, the trade unions are schools of
socialism, not socialism itself. They have 1o
take their members from one step 1o another,
from one stage of political development 1o the
other, until they reach a socialist consciousness.
The FC contains the very experience of the
people. But we do not demand that members
have the political consciousness to se¢ that the
post-apartheid society should be exactly as the
FC puts it. We only demand that they must be
against the present system and within our
structures, which are schools, share with us
their experiences, so that together we can form
this new society.

This also applies to organisations that have not
adopted the Charter. No individual or
organisation is more important than the
struggle itsell.

Those that have a correct understanding of the
situation have a duty, not to impose this
understanding on others, but to educate them
and win them over to this position.

There are organisations that are for change,
but not necessarily change as enshrined in the
FC. So in our rclations with these

organisalions, we need 1o exercise an element
of self-discipline, of respecting the views ol
other people, meanwhile we are educating them
about the FC and winning thcm over.

This is not around tables, but in the crucible of
practice, in the struggle itself. This is where we
must build unity and win them over o the
broader movement, not in debates that are
devoid of action.

HOW AND WHEN DO YOU
ENVISAGE THE FC BEING
IMPLEMENTED?

We cannot calculate mathematically, or say on
this day we will be starting Lo implement this or
that clause of the Charter. This is a process that
develops and matures within the struggle.

The FC is not just a list of demands. We have
said it cannot be implemented within the
present social, economic and political order.

But it can begin 1o be implemented in the

process of struggle itself.
For example, mineworkers want 10 run the

hostels. People are occupying empty flats in the

white arcas. There are struggles around

housing. But the demand for housing, security

and comfort for all cannot be satisfied within

the present political, economic and social
r.

Today the apartheid capitalist state is trying to
instill in our people the idea that the
responsibility to build houses rests in the
private hands. But our understanding and what
the charter -says, is that this is a stale
responsibility. And this can only take place
when there is a democratic government.

Our people need to develop that consciousness,
of the social, political and economic institutions
of the future, in the process of struggle. But
they can't ¢create them in their completeness
loday.

WHAT TYPE OF SOCIETY DOES
THE CHARTER ENVISAGE?

When we say the Charter is not a capilalist
document, nor a socialist document, it is not a
matter of tactics, it is the truth about the FC.
Our understanding of what socialism is and
what capitalism is, brings us to this conclusion.

It is true that under apartheid colonialism,
which is capitalist, the demands of the FC
cannot be achieved. It is also true that the
implementation of the FC does not mean
socialism.

The Charter describes a transitional period, a
special stage, between capitalism and socialism,
between apartheid colonialist socicty and
socialism.

Whether there is national oppression or not,
there will always be a special phase of
transition between capitalism and socialism.
During this phase, one mode of production is
transformed into a new one.

This period of transition is a historically
necessary period that cannot be jumped or
wished away. If we see socialism as not just a
slogan, that it needs the building up and the
attaining of certain, definite social, economic
and political and cultural institutions and idcas,
then this is a necessary period.

The type of democracy practised during this
stage will be people's democracy. But socialist
socielies also have people's democracy. The
question is, what kind of people’s democracy
do people have under a transitional period?

In this period, people no longer just find
themselves within a certain political, economic
and social system. People themselves
consciously plan it.

50 under people’s democracy, our people, the
oppressed and exploited will be governing.
And the core the oppressed and exploited is the
working class. We all know that democracy is a
form of rule. Democracy is always class
democracy. So people's democracy is the
democracy of the oppressed and exploited.

But this is not aulomatic, it cannot be assumed,
it does not come of its own accord. It needs to
be built into the national liberation movement
today. Working class leadership needs to be not
just emphasised, but practiscd.

So this democracy must be built, like the very
implementation of the Chanter itself. It would
in fact be determined by the social forces that
come to power in the furure,

CAN YOU COMMENT ON
ATTEMPTS TO COMPARE THE
FC TO OTHER DOCUMENTS?

The FC is incomparable. But maybe if we
compromise and compare it, we note that all
these other documents have been drawn and
cobbled above the heads of the people. They are
solutions from intellectuals, imposed on the

®to FC page 12 V]




NUSAS

SASPU NATIONAL 1

HANDS OFF our universities was
the cry when nearly 20 000
university students and stall marched
in protest against the De Klerk
regulations. The protest was the
largest in the history of SA's
universities.

The regulations are scen as an
attempt to force the universities to
become law enforcement agencies -
as part of Apartheid's system of
ideological control and repression.
They set certain conditions which
universitics have to meet - or have
their state subsidies cut.

De Klerk's initial proposals
effectively banned the National
Union of SA Swdents (Nusas), but
this was dropped after earlier
prolests.

Nusas leaders believe that they,
along with the South African
National Swudents Congress (Sansca),
arc still major targets of the
regulations.

Why has Nusas come under this
attack? Nusas and Sansco have been
at the forefront of anti-apartheid
activitics on the liberal, mainly white
campuses for many ycars.

Nusas' 1987 theme, “Education for
a [ree SA”, reflected the link between
cducation struggles and the broader
struggle for liberation and social and
economic equality.

Musas' prioritiecs have been 1o
strengthen their non-racial alliance

with Sansco; to intensify efforts 1o |

democratise the universilics; 1o
organise on Alrikaans campusecs; o
link white students 1o the democranc
movement; to mobilise students
against apartheid; and to strengthen
Nusas structures and unity.

THE WHITE ELECTIONS

A key campaign was the "One
Person One Voic" campaign during
the all-white elections. Run jointly
with Sansco, it strengthened Nusas
and Sansco's non-racial alliance.

MNusas argued that whether or nol
students voled in the clections, they
would have o0 choose between
continued minority rule and majority
rule. Real democracy would have 1o
ensure equal participation of all
South Africans in the political
process, and guaranice that everyone
could share in SA's wealth.

Of 14 000 students voling in a

nationwide campus poll, B6% backed |

"One Person One Voie". This
demonsirated w SA and the world
that thousands of studenis support a
democratic, non-racial election in
SA,

THE REFERENDA

In what was termed a "viclory for
non-racialism and the democratic
movement as a whole™, Nusas won
referenda  at Rhodes and
Pictermaritzburg univer-sities.

In the referenda, pro- and anti-affi-
liation teams campaign {or support

for two weeks. Students then vote |

"yes" or "no” o their SRC's
affiliation 1o Nusas.

Opposing Nusas was the so-called
National Swdent's Federation -
believed to be a front for the
Nationalist Party. The NSF relies on
expensive media and smear tactics.

NUSAS is a target.

But it is organisationally weak with |

no coherent political programme.

The referenda were the first since |

Musazs affiliated o the UDF and it
was feared this could wm white
students away from Nusas. The NSF
also tried to link Musas and Sansco o
the "ANC-SACP alliance.

MNusas said it was proud of its links
with the UDF and Sansco, which
threw iits full weight behind Nusas.

CHALLENGING THE
-~ ADMINS

Nusas' ongoing work has been 1o
challenge the adminmistrations to
commit the universities and their
resources to the struggle for a
democralic society.

The universities are seen as serving
the interests of big business and the
white community. Their top decision
making structures represent only
these sectors and many courses are
biased towards maintaining the status
quo.

Al the same Lime, progressives have
won important gains in the
universities. Progressive
departments have been established,
progressive organisations have
operated relatively freely and
students have been able to speak out
in favour of democratic change.

MNusas has assisted in building
organisa-tions aimed at changing the

| universities and challenges students

to use their skills in the interests of
all people and not just in their own

INLEresis.
Students and academics have rallied
behind this call, forging

organisations like Engineérs Against
Apartheid, Nusas Law and Health
Directives, Students Community
Action Group, the Students'
Teaching Education Project and so
on.

This work seems to threaten the
apartheid government, which knows
that universities are key to its ability
to reproduce apartheid ideology and
to train professionals who work in
the interests of the minority.

AFRIKAANS CAMPUSES

Students al Afrikaans campuses have
shown increasing interest in Nusas,
especially because of its links with
the democratic movement. Over the

HANDS OFF
UNIVERSITIES

New government regulations
'aim to crush progressive
student organisations and
make the universities tools of
| Apartheid.
Here NUSAS looks at the

' background to this and why

Above and
right: Scenes
from the Dea
Klerk protest

march at Wiis,

The march

invelved 20000
students and
staff from
differant
universities In
the biggest
protesis in
South Afrlcan
univarsitlas'
history.

last two years Nusas' Stellenbosch
branch has attracted a surpnisingly
large number of students, and
managed to force its administration
to lift a ban on its activities.

Pretona University students set up a
MNusas sieering committee. But the
SRC, determined o keep progressive
ideas off their campus, banned their
activities.

The Star later reporied that Pretoria
and RAU SRC members had attended
lectures at Military Intelligence - a
direct state attempt to frustrate
Nusas's allempls to organise on
Afrikaans campuses.

A RAU group, Africans Against
Apartheid, is to form a Nusas sub-
committee. Existing links with
groups at UPE and Durban
Technikon will hopefully grow in
1988.

It seems more Afrikaans students
will realise that apartheid offers
them no future and will tumn Lo the
democratic movement. While
branches may be small, Nusas feels it
can gain ground on these previously
unorganised campuses.

ATTACKS ON NUSAS
MNusas faces co-ordinated attacks

from the state and the right wing.
Through the press and smear

| pamphlets, progressive students are

labelled ‘campus radicals’, anarchists
and 'violent thugs'.

To provoke student response, right
wing organisations have invited
controversial speakers such as
community councillor Thamsanga
Linda, to the campuses. Linda was
chased off UCT campus afier the
MNSF refused 1o postpone the meeting
where he was 1o speak.

The liberal press then criticised the
universilics and called for severe

action against students. Anonymous
smear pamphlets were produced and
letters were sent Lo parents and the
press. Soon the government felt
conflident 1w act against students,
claiming to want to ‘protect freedom
of speech and academic freedom’ on
the cam

This was when De Klerk introduced
his notorious conditions. The
universities are threatened with
heavy subsidy cuts unless they crack
down on militant students.
Administrations are required (o

prevent ‘illegal gatherings’ and the |

promotion of ‘illegal organisations’,
and 10 make sure that students who
“". class or product boycotls are

In effect the administrations are
being called on to declare mini
“states of emergency” on o the
campuses. Siudents view this as an
attempt 1o force the universities to
side with the Nationalist government
and to do the police's dirty work. It
is also seen as an altempt lo
undermine student organisations.

The unity of students and staff in the
De Klerk protest march was
significant. But this alliance with the
administration will not stop Nusas
and Sansco’s struggle for democratic
change in the universities.

Students will have to be increasingly
vigilant and organised 1o ensure the
universities do not slide back into
apartheid’s grasp.

SPIES

The state continues to attempt to
infiltrate Nusas, not only to get
information, but to sow division and
o provoke students into activity that
could damage the organisation.

Danie Pretorious, who infiltrated
MNusas at UCT and later confessed 1o
being a spy, said the security police

sought to find out about divisions
within and between Musas and Sansco

| - with the aim of exacerbating them.
| An affidavit said he urged students 1o

throw stones at the police during
protests - after which two students
were shol with birdshot.

Nusas is an open and legal
organisation, but it has long been
aware that spies do more than
inform. Nusas has embarked on a
drive to make infiliration of the
organisation more difficult.

LOOKING TO 1988

The many challenges facing Nusas

| in 1988 will be top on the agenda at

its annual policy-making Congress in
December.

Nusas will need to further
strengthen ils non-racial alliance
with Sansco and build genuine non-
racialism on the campuses. Many
students don't understand the
differences between multi- and non-
racialism,

[ Musas mneeds o build  an
understanding of how universities
. are still undemocratic. =¥ o

Nusas" work in the white student
community complements the work of
the democratic movement. To do this
effectively it needs the flexibility o
work broadly on campus.

Nusas nceds o be clear on how it
relates to new initiatives in the white
com-munity, such as Five Freedoms
Forums. )

There is an obvious need for
progressive organisations under the
banner of the democratic movement,
as well as broader initiatives which
improve access to the white
COmmurmity.

Progressives must be clear on how
and why they enter alliances with
sectors oulside the democratic
movement. These sectors have their
own programmes and agendas and in
working with them progressives
have to ensure that they are
complementing the programme of
the democratic movement. ,

Explaining the democratic
movement to new students, fresh
from 12 years of apartheid
education, is another task for Nusas.
Government propaganda has been
intent on discrediting the UDF,
Cosatu and other democratic
organisations. Students neced 1o
undersiand that there can be no
political solution without these
organisations - and without the
participation of banned
Oorganisations.

New areas of organisation will have
to be reached. On the English
language campuses key sites such as
the residences have been neglected
for many years - leaving them open
to right-wing forces. At the same
time Nusas needs w expand its efforts
o organise Afrikaans campuses.

And at a time when the universities
are increasingly under pressure from
government and reformist sectors,
MNusas must unite with Sansco, the
NECC and progressive academics o
defend, consolidate and advance the
gains alrcady made in the
universities. The universities must
continue to be pressurised into
accepting that they should be serving
the interests of the people.

I —
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FOOD AND ALLIED WORKERS UNION

| still discussing it. Workers have
| composed songs about the Charter, or

HOW DID FAWU ADOPT
THE CHARTER?

The Charter is not new to us. One of
the unions which merged to join
Fawu, the Food and Canning |
Workers' Union was formed in

1941. And it participated directly |
when the Charter was drawn up in

1955,

So we were part of the adoption of
the Charter then.

Our readopuon of the Charter was |
discussed in the different unions
before we merged and again al three
national meetings since October last |
year. It was decided the branches,

1 'lq'.i,':;, ".I:.Il. E
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WHEN DID RMC ADOPT |
THE CHARTER? |

We adopted the charter twice - first in
Orlando West while we were a |
pioneer group in a small house in
Dube in 1983, We adopted it again on
28 May 1984 a1 a national gathering. |

The issue concerning the RMC at that
time was what to do about the
tricameral system and the Black Local |
Authorities which were about 1o be |
introduced. The question we asked |
ourselves was, what should we say |
o people if we ask them not 1o vole |
for the Local Authorities? People
asked us who should be put instead in
those positions which haven't .been
[illed.

We could not encourage anybody 1o
stand for the elections because our
leaders were incarcerated in jails
throughout the country. We had 1o
campaign for the release of the
authentic leaders: not that they should
come and occupy these different
municipal portfolios but they should
be in the central government of our |
country.

We now had 10 1ake our campaign 1o
the people. We asked ourselves what
our guiding principle was going to be.
And we decided that when we went o
the people to talk about the release of
our leaders the Freedom Charter
would be our document.

The Dube group adopted the Chaner
and alfiliated 1o the UDF. Since we
were one group of people who had
made this decision we sct about a
process consulting directly with the
masses al public meetings where we
asked for mandates. And even though
the system would not allow us o hold
our meetings the Freedom Charter
was again adopted by the RMC a1 a
1984 national conference.

HOW DOES RMC USE
THE CHARTER?

RMC adopted "The people shall |
govern” as ils motio, When we go out

| reached so many people at the lime.

il is imporiani for us to make people

regions and factories should discuss it
to reaffirm our stand. OQur NEC
meeting in June finally endorsed the

re-adoption of the FC. -

A lot of energy was put into making |

sure every member discussed and
knew the Charter, not only the union
leadership and officials, You can

discuss the charter with any ol our
members and they will know it. In
every branch and in factory gencral
meelings our members discussed the
clauses.

Through discussing the charter
union organisers found old Saciu
members, who know it by heart.
They said to the organisers, you arc
still young, | was there. The Charter

WHY IS THE CHARTER
STILL RELEVANT
NOW?

When the Charter was drawn up a
wide number of people participated so
il represents the aspirations of the
majority. [t was democratic. It's still
alive today because its demands have
nol been met. It is a dynamic
document: you could think it was
drawn up yesterday.,

understand that Mandela symbolises
| the resistance ol all oppressed people,
he's a progressive leader and a
democrat. We decided that the
campaign musi focus on Mandela, but
we are not only campaigning for his
release: he is a symbol.

The RMC is a campaign with
muscle, it has working groups and
networks around the country. We
have seven objectives. We campaign
and work for the unconditional relcase
of the people's lcader, Nelson
Mandela and all political prisoncrs -
including people that do not recognise
the Freedom Charter as a working
document; the return of the exiles; the
unconditional unbanning of polilical
organisations; the dismantling of
apartheid; an understanding the
Charter as a beacon of hope and the
comer stone of the future South
Africa that we envisage; and lastly a
progressive menial climate where
people sce onc another as human
beings in a mon-racial democratic
South Africa.

HOW DO YOU VIEW
THE UDF AND
COSATU'S

ADOPTION OF THE FC?

e

It will affect the campaign in a very
positive way. We are encouraged by
the exposure that the Charter has been
given. A broad spectrum of people’s |

organisations throughout the country
should adopt the Chaner, It enhances |
our work. |

HOW DO YOU LINK THE
CHARTER TO UNION
STRUGGLES?

Workers' demands are not separate
from those of the Charter. During
strikes workers discuss it. During a
slecp-in, workers were given copies
of the Charter, the next day they were

FAW
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WHAT DOES THE
CHARTER REPRESENT?

We see the FC as having its place in

significance. Prior to 1955 no
document spelt out the demands of the
people. People had many gricvances
againsi apartheid, but they had not
been codified. That was achieved in
1955, not only by the 3000 delegates
but people who had gone 1o farms,
factories, compounds, businesses and
campuses. The Charter shows that
our struggle is nol just an invention of

loday.

The FC is imporiani ioday because it |

15 able o give the community that we
wanl o mobilise now a vision of the
future. It says "here arc the demands
of the future.” It also prevents the
oppressors from saying that our
struggle is directionless, they know
that these people have alternatives.

The [uture significance of the FC is
that after change has come we'll need
a kind of a bridge from the present 1o
the future. That bridge is the Freedom
Charter.

The FC is sell explanatory. It is
based on the views and aspirations of
the people. It spells outl principles of
cgalitarianism, thal is people must be
cqual, there must be fairness, there

NDELA

history, as well as current and future | Charter.

| poularised the FC. The process is

included clauses in their songs.
We also organise farmworkers at
Farmfare. Since shopstewards from

different factories and regional

commilice structures discussed the |
Charter they were inspired 1o go in the |

evenings 1o organise on the farms. |
Goods from the farms are taken to |

|
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| must be freedom. That is the bottom
| line of the FC, it says things must be
| equal. People shall be equal, there

shall be an equal distribution of
wealth. There is nothing bourgeois
about equality and faimess in the
distribution of justice.

HOW DOES RMC
POPULARISE THE FC?

Since 1983 we have been 1o rallies,
meclings, conlerences, workshops
and funerals preaching the Freedom

——

Charter. We've been o the mines, |
| undersianding further.

selling RMC T-shiris, calenders,
posters, stickers and distributing
pamphlets.

We bought space in newspapers and
advertised 1o popularise the Freedom
All these eflorts have

continuing and it is going o intensify.

HOW IS THE FC LINKED
TO THE RELEASE OF
POLITICAL d
PRISONERS?

The strength of the campaign can only
be measured qualitatively, not
quantitatively. One cannol say we
have done 50% of the work, our
target isto convert 30 million South
Alricans regardless of colour, race or
creed as espoused in the FC, but we
hope that liberation comes long before
that. It will 1ake a long time. But
when the workers have adopled the
FC, the youth, plus the UDF, then we
are beyond the 50% mark.

Then we must go to the people,
through streel commillees, civic
associations and so on, and get more
people adopting it. Then we'll have
reached the 75% mark. And then we
will only be left with those ruling us
against our will and the people who
still espouse Black Consciousness.
That will be the last lot to deal with,

|

factories for processing: aficr reading
the FC shopstewards linked the farm
and the factory workers. Now we
have organised ten of these [arms.

HOW DOES THE FC
RELATE TO
SOCIALISM?

The Charter's demands must be
satisfied immediately. But in the
process of achieving these demands
we have o discuss socialism.

It does away with capitalism, and
socialism must follow capitalism. The
Charter rallics other classcs against
the enemy, capitalist class, and for the
working class.

Workers want the mode of
production to change. The Charter
says the wealth shall be shared, so the
working class is the major one
addressed in the FC. It speaks of their
experience, in the language of the
people so they understand it.

HOW DO YOU SEE THE
WORKERS' CHARTER?

It talks only in terms of trade unions,
which are part of the working class,
but they are not the working class.
Trade unions can't fight on their own,
they need to go into alliances.

A trade union is a reformist
organisation. It fights for belier
working conditions, higher wages
and so on, which don't necessarily
fundamentally change the system we
are fighting. If a union sticks io these
things alone it won't be progressive.
A workers charter would alienate
unions from the community, making
them purely concemed with trade

| union issues. The working class is

nol only workers organised in trade
unions, it is not only people who are
employed, who have jobs.

The FC is both a strategic and a
tactical document. It is a rallying point
for all classes. We are not talking of

alicnating other classes. Shopowners,
leachers, all these middle class people

have grievances against the

| government because the government

protects the interests of the capitalist
class.

The Charter rallies people who are
subjugated, however they experience
this. These groups must rally around
the FC o change this government
that protects the interests of the
greedy minonty.

The FC unites workers with all
people with the same problems. If
workers unite with other people they
can asserl working class leadership.

Through trade unions workers can
realise their consciousness, to know
their class position.

We also find siudents and youth
having advanced working class
theory. In an alliance with workers,
the different sectors can share their
experiences and develop thar

We have 10 break the weakest link in
the chain. The government protects
capitalism - the two are hand in
glove, With the state of emergency
and hippos in the townships,
capitalism is still protected. So we
must rally people against the
government. We can't destroy
capitalism leaving the government as
it s, o
govern, we wanl 1o lake over power.
But who are the pcople? Like
democracy, it can be given different
mcanings. When we talk about the
people we are talking about the
majority, the working class. When we
say the people shall govern we are
lalking about the working class.

The FC embodies the aspirations of
the majority: it is about pcople's
democracy, a transition 1o socialism.

CAN THE FC's
DEMANDS BE MET
UNDER THE PRESENT
SYSTEM?

Not a single demand has ever been
mel without bloodshed. They are not
won through melting the hearts of the
capitalisis, butl through the struggles
of the workers. Some of the demands
in the FC can be achieved, but it is a
Hrug_;l: 1o get them.
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THE NEED o organise workers
around education, cultural, and
womens' issucs was cmphasised at
Cosatn's first education conflerence
in October. The conference was a
follow up w0 resolulions laken al
Cosalu's July congress.

Speaking at the conference, Cosatu
general secretary Jay Naidoo said
Cosatu had recognised the
imporiance of these issues since 1l
first congress. But the federation had
been engaged in other organisational
activity, particularly consolidation.
“This process has been essential and
rightfully so, because it is on the
basis of strong organisational
cohesion that real progress can be
made in the crucial area of women,
culture and education.”

Highlighting the urgency of the
tasks of building socialism in SA, he
said "in order lo carry oul the
complete and fundamental
transformation ol society we need 1o
decpen our working class
undersianding on all aspecis of
socicty. We will betray the militant
struggles il we [ail 10 provide the
avenues [or discussion and reflection
and kharing of experience both on the
nature of struggle and the kind of
socicty we are building.”

On the need 1o organise delence
against attacks by governmenl agenis

Youth workers
organise Letaba

CLOSE co-operation between youth
and union activists has led workers al
Letaba Forest Plantation (LFFP), a
timber processing factory in
Tzaneen, W join Cosatu.

LFP workers said they used to be
members of a Nactu-affilisted union.
*The bosses wieclded more power
than the workers in this union,” they
said. "We didn't have an effective say
in the affairs of the union, it was run
by the bosses.”

But outside the factory, young
workers had discussions and
workshops with the Northemn
Transvaal Youth Congress. "It is
here that we came w know more
about Cosatu and how it works,” say
the LFP workers.

“Aficr these workshops we found a
reliable home in the principles and
policies of Cosatu. Cosatu asked
Notyco o help the Paper Wood and
Allied Workers Union (Pwawu)
organise in Tzaneen.

“A mecting was held with the LFP
workers to discuss their withdrawal
from the ‘sweetheart’ union and o
join Cosatu. The meeling was a great
success, atiended by approximately
600 workers. Al the end, they signed
up with Pwawu.”

A tecmporary shop stewards
committee has been sel up 1o
represent the workers in the plant.

"We are now going o take up the

and vigilanies, he said: "One pillar of
delence rests on building powerful
organisation that is grounded in
democralic practices.

“The other pillar rests on building
political consciousness through a
process of education and rigorous
and critical debate. This gives us the
capacity to win the majority of our
people o our views and programme,
even those clements who are opposed
to us.”

Naidoo also emphasised the need 10
build the united front alliance
belween national, non-racial and
democratic organisations emerging
amongst the organised workers,
youth, students, women, civics and in
rural arcas.

The conflerence madoe

| recommendations on educalion,
culture and women and set up
structures o deal with these issues.

"Education is a lifelong process by
socicly to master and control
spiritual and material reality. It is
interdependent with other aspects of

Cosatu Living Wage Campaign.
Wage negotiations haven't been held
for the past four years.”
"Meanwhile, the management is
aware that Pwawu is an affiliate of
Cosatu and that it now represents the
workers in that plant. They are not
only angry but. confused as well.
They simply cannot understand how
Cosam organised under their nose.”

Eastern Transvaal
workers advance

DESPITE repression, including the
burning ol Cosatu's regional offices,
workers in the Eastern Transvaal are
advancing the campaign for a living
wage and other demands.

Workers organised by Fawu at ICS
have won wage increases and al [&]
and Jessic Dairy in Nelspruit,
workers won May 1 and Junc 16 as
paid holidays and a ban on overtime.

Swriking Pwawu members al the
Kangwane Sappi Mill were arrested
when management called in the
police. Cosatu has also faced an
attack from Kangwane's Inyandza
union, the Mational Sugar Refinery
and Allied Workers' Union, which
organisers say is openly
collaborating with the bosses.

A Cultural Co-ordinaling
committee has been formed which
aims 1o “portray the bosses as they
really are” and to "make our people
scc themselves as striving for what is
theirs.” Cultural activities will not

LABOUR

socicly and is based on how society is
structured. It is characteristic of
society and different in a collective
socicly as compared with a sociely
based on individualism,” said the
commission on people’s education.
The present education sysiem was
seen as a “weapon lo further the
ideology of capitalism, to reproduce
and defend present values and to
promote sexism and racialism. It is
used Lo perpetuale capitalism using
racialism as a reinforcement thus
dividing the working class so that it
will not be effective in the fight
agunst capitalism.”
Recommendations on Cosatu's role
in building people's education
ncluded:

®to actively build the National
Education Crisis Committee to be a
"mass based democratic
organisation”,

@10 help form and sirengthen
democratic Parent, Teacher and
Student Associations at local,
regional and national levels.

only portray the workers struggle,
bul also “the struggles of the youth
and our communities.”

A Cosatu spokesperson in the region
said workers in Kangwane were
discussing socialism - on the
shopfloor and in the community.

“Workers are starting 1o realise that
their struggles in the factonies for
better working condilions and a
living wage are not divorced from
struggles going on in the townships.
The swruggle of the workers is
intertwined with the' political
struggle of the masses.

Alliances built as
bosses h_ash Fawu

STRIKE WAVES in the Western
Cape food industry have highlighted
bosses” attemnpis to smash the Food
and Allied Workers' Union, a Cosatu
affiliate.

Al the same LUme, OTganiscrs say
support for striking workers has
helped build the alliance between
Cosatu and community-based
organisations, putting the United
Front idea into practice.

®Recently 600 workers at the
Spekenhun meal processing factory

Education issues are
high on Cosatu agenda

Striking workers outside the Mercedes Benz factory In Easl London.

in Cape Town were dismissed afiera |

15 week strike. Fawu sees this as pant
of a campaign to crush the union's
strength at subsidiarics of Vieis
Sentraal, which controls a large part
of the meat industry.

Vleis Sentraal falls under Imperial
Cold Storage (1CS), indirectly owned

@0 involve Cosatu in the Education
Charter Campaign to "add the
workers's voice and muscle to the

| programme.”
| @0 address the illiteracy problem

along with other progressive
organisations. Such a campaign
would help build workers' control
and confidence.

@®Cosatu should allocale resources
and hold night classes with the
assistance of the youth and studenis.
®Education around people's
holidays like May Day, June 16,
March 21 and August 9 should be run
with "our allies in the united front.”
The conference stressed the
importance of educating workers on
Cosatu's political policy around the
Freedom Charter, United Front,
disciplined alliances, socialism and
democracy, sanctions, disinvestment
and class theory.

Culture could also help cement
Cosatu's relationship with its
democratic allies and build unity
beiween workers and Cosatu

by the giant Barlow Rand group.

The strike started in August afier
bosses blocked negoliations around
wage increases and a recogniton
agreemeni with the workers' union,
Fawu. During the strike, mass based
organisations in CT set up a support
commiltee which raised funds and

ran suppor programmes for striking
workers.

'®lIn Saldanha Bay 528 Sca Harvest

workers were dismissed after a strike
around wage demands in Seplember.
Sca Harvest falls under ICS which
has also dismissed about 1500
striking workers in the Transvaal.

Siriking Saldanha Bay workers and
other residents in the local Diazville
township met heavy repression.
Workers collecting food parcels at
the Jocal civic hall were arresied and
clashes with police led 10 a student
being shot dead and four workers
wounded. Swudents boycolied exams

demanding the workers'
reinsiatement
Latest indicate that bosses

are willing w re-employ 300 of the
workers who were onginally on
strike. The remaining 228 who came
out in solidarity would only be
employed only when vacancics anse.
®In October, Fawu-organised
bakeries occupied faclories for a
week, demanding a minimum wage
of R160 a week.

The strike ended when Silver Leaf,
Good Hope and Duens workers
scttled for R134 per week. The Good
Hope and Silver Leal bosses agreed
to further wage negotiations in 1988.

| alfiliates. As an organised section of
the working class, it was felt Cosatu
must give dircchion and contnbule o
working class culture.

"All Cosatu culture departments and
aclivisis must attempt o keep well
informed aboult cultural
developmenis in the country - 50 as 1o
give gpuidance whenever nocessary
and 1o defend the interests of Cosalu,
the working class and the national

democratic struggle,” said a
conference report.
“Workers democracy and

participation should be a cultural
guide in all Cosatu culture
developments and activities.”

Resources should be directed to local
culture structures like shop stewards
councils and local culture units.

The conference committed itself 10
build women's participation and
Yeadership in Cosatu and ed
that Cosatu locals establish forums of
women workers.

A planning committee of women
representatives from alfiliates and
active Cosatu locals would plan for
nexl year's women's conference and
liase with Cosatu's National
| Education Committee.

The importance of Cosatu media

Was also siresscd and
| recommendations made around
| 1ssues such as traiming, distribution
and media structures.

'Unity wins
victory for
Mercedes
workers

| ONE OF East London's longest
sirikes in years, at Mercedes Benz,
ended with a resounding viclory for
the workers.

The nine week strike was sparked by
management’s refusal o meel
workers' demands for RS an hour
minimum wage. Necgotiations
deadlocked and the 2800 striking
workers, members of the MNational
Union of Metal Workers of SA
{Numsa), were dismissed.

But local and international
solidarity with the workers
eventually forced management 1o
back down and negotiate with
MNumsa. They finally agreed 1o
increase the minimum hourly wage
[ from B3.50 t0 B4.50 and 1o reinstate
all dismissed workers
unconditionally. The company also
commilted itselfl 1o further wage
increases in 1988,

The strike brought production 1o a
standstill and, according 1o Mumsa
spokesperson Viwe Guarisa, "the
intransigence of the management
resulied in R300 million losses for
the company.”

Gxarisa said international suppaort,
together with “the unfaltering unity
of the workers™ had played an
imporiant role in resolving the
strike.

Cosam affiliated unions threatened
to take solidanity action at their
individual plants throughout the
Eastern Cape.

“Cosam will not accept nor olerate
the action of companies which reverl
to mass dismissals as a weapon of
resolving industrial dispules,” said a
statement issued by the Cosamu local.
A Numsa mational shopsiewards
council ook a decision 1o put

pressure on other motor
manufacturers W inlervene in the
Mercedes Benz strike.

A meeting of Eastern Cape shop
stewards in Port Elizabeth, decided
that shopstewards from Delta,
Samcor and Volkswagen would visit
East London to discuss plans and
strategics on how o implement their
support for the striking workers.

On the international front, Numsa
officials addressed workers and shop
stewards in West Germany and won
support from the giant German
Metal Workers Union 1o put pressure
on Mercedes' parent company,
Daimler Benz.
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people.

This is unlike the FC and its delinite
democratic process of collecting demands from
the people themselves. This process was
[ollowed meticulously.

Mo olther document had this democratic
process of the people stating this is the nature of
the society they would like.

The charter is the only document that was
drawn by the people and adopted by them. It
encompasses and enshrines the bitter
experience of our people, not the experience of
this or that leader or organisation, but of the
people themselves.,

That 15 why even the ANC had 1o adopt the
Charter, because it is not a natural document of
the ANC, as an organisation. It is a document of
the people of SA as a whole.What the ANC did
as the people’s movement was lo lead and
organise our people in campaign o draw up
the FC

And all organisations that are concerned with
the total liberation of our people, from national
and economic oppression and exploitation,
must take into cognisance these demands of our
people. Hence the ANC and all these
organisations have adopted the FC.

You cannot say these things about the Azanian
manifesto, the apartheid constitution or even
ahout the ANC's African Claims or what ever
PAC document that is not known 1o our people.

The people know the FC more than they know
the constitution of apartheid SA. Because they
have drawn these things. Because the FC
enshrines the ideals of our people, their very
eXpenence.

We won't even have 1o go into the content,
wether this document is socialist or what, What
is important is that we are struggling for our
people and we should be directed by their
needs. The FC distinguishes itself in that sense.

HOW DO YOU UNDERSTAND
THE CLAUSE: "THE PEOPLE
SHALL SHARE IN THE
COUNTRY'S WEALTH"?

Our struggle is against apartheid rule, and this
rule 15 sustained by a particular economic base -
monopoly capital, and international finance
capital. For us 1o do away with this sysiem, we
need o remove the economic base rom under
its feet.

And this can only be done through
nationalisation, through the transfer of the
economic basis, particularly of monopoly
industries, mines and the banks into the hands
of the people as a whole.

This transfer of ownership to the people is also
a process, il moves in stages. A people's
government must initially appropriate these
propertics, the process referred 1w as
nationalisation. But this doesn't complete the
process. Nationalisation can take place even
under capitalist production.

One way or the other, our people, the
oppressed and exploited, must determine the
admimistration, the use and the ownership of
these means of production, and the distribution
of the wealth that they commonly produce.

So we talk of a movement from nationalisation
to socialisation where all the working people
led by the working class take over control.

This is the only concrete meaning that the FC
can have in practice. You cannot have a
transfer of ownership to the people as a whole,
of the mines, for instance, without the process
of nationalisation followed by socialisation.

If the clause about the wealth is removed from
the FC, there is no way, for instance, that we
are going to be able to build houses for our
people. If the state is without funds, how arc we
going 1o be able o build schools for our people,
o develop the rural areas and bring them o the
level of the cities.

We can't do these things if major finance
industries and mstitutions still serve private and
individual profit, when the social surplus is

uscd for only a small group of people.

The Charter therefore predetermines that the
democratic state must immediately scize the
social surplus and use it in the interesis of all
the people, in order 1o meet the demands of our
people on education, housing, health and so

on.

The Charter therefore predetermines that the
state must scize the social surplus and use it in
the interests of all the people, in order to meet
the demands of our people on education,
housing, health and other grievances.

The S5A economy 15 based manly on the mines,
on gold, it is a gold economy. Most of its
revenue comes from the mines.

If we leave this revenue in the hands of privale
individuals, there is no way in which the state
will have funds at its disposal 10 build houses
and so on. Mines are important in the building
of a new cconomy.

The banks control the flow of money. So the
state will have Lo seize the banks. If it docs not,
there is a possibility that some of the statc's
programmes, in education, housing and others,
can be frustrated by the banks refusing 1o
release funds 1o the state. So the Now of Tunds
miust be controlled by the state, o that the stalc
can direct it in the right channels, to satisfy the
right targeis.

This goes for monopoly industries also. We
need to nationalise them and bring them under
the control of the cabinet, in order to distribule
the wealth they produce in accordance with the
needs of the people. If we leave them in private
hands they will continue to service privale
needs and private profit.

This also goes for monopoly industries. 80
percent of SA's economy is controlled by

Anglo Amencan and a handful control the rest.
This monopoly control is found in most
industrics. For example 87 percent of all
recording and music production is owned by
Gallo which is indirectly owned by Anglo
American. This allows them to distort and
derail 5A culture in the interests of big
business.

Monopoly control of news media by the gov-
ernment's Nasionale Pers and Anglo
American's Argus group means control and
manipulation of news and information in mass
circulation news-papers. This, together with
control over the music industry, has meant a
few individuals deprive the majority of the
socicty of its material life, and in a hundred and
one ways subvert, control and mould s
cultural and spinitual hife.

The success of our liberation, the success of
building of a new South African society free
socially, culturally, politically and
economically from oppression and exploitation
is therefore inextricably bound with the
immediate elimination of monopoly industnes.

T
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This will be done by transfering its ownership
o the people as a whole by a democratic state
baszed on the will of the people.

WHAT IS UNDERSTOOD BY
THE CLAUSE ON THE LAND?

The present systiem is based onm the
maintcnance of feudal relations, in the
bantustans in particular, in order to enhance
and fit into its exploitative machine.

The bantustans have been conafined w0 13%
plus of the land in SA. Other land is in the
hands of white farmers employing black
workers.

The Charter does not just say the land shall be
shared among those who work it It also gives
the objective for such a move. It says, in order
to bannish famine and land hunger, we need 10
divide the land amongst those who work il. So
it is in the interests of maximising social
production, of food and other things.

The implementation of this clause will, for
example, have the effect of collectivising and
introducing new methods of farming 1o those
of our people, the rural people, who have
already as peasants been destroyed by this
system,

This clause says, dams, seeds and implements
shall be given to the tillers. It does not mean
that each individual is going 10 have his own
dam, or his own tractor. But these implements
will be made available to the people and by so
doing, collectivise them and destroy the
ndividualism that is inherent in the try.

It will also have the effect of developing the
rural arcas and branging it in line wiht the |
citics. In this way we shall have succeeded in
stemming the depopulation of the countryside.

People will necessarily migrate from arcas |
where resources are scarce 1o other areas. But
the equal development of the couniryside and
the citics, as envisaged in this clause will also
ensure equal distribution of our people. So
rural depopulation and other hazardous
processes will come 1o a standstill. This also
develops the ecology and other natural
phenomenon that are necessary for the
maintenance of life.

The methods entailed in this clause wall also do |
away wilh [cudal rclanons that exist between
the chiels and the people.

meeling in Durban
last year.

The chiels used to be accountable 1o the
people, and dirceted by them. Histoncally the
ANC worked with the chicls 1o win the support
of the people and 1o build an African nation.
But the apartheid government usurped that
stratcgy to cnhance division and maintain
aparthe’ 1 rule.

So this clause is not aimed at destroying the
chiefs. Its intention is 10 let the people govern
themselves through their own recognised and
democratically elected leadership and to have a
say in the land and how it is used. Let the chiel
be accountable to the people and directed by
them. So i* will bring a new character 1o old
rule.

We are saying Lo the present chiels, if they are
still chiefs - let them lead their people into
battle against what actually deprives these
people of their land, of their houses, of their

development in general.

WHAT IS MEANT BY NATIONAL
GROUPS IN THE CHARTER?

Some people would say that the charter talks
of the four nation theory, that is not true.
Apartheid has maintained racial and ethnic

divizions in order to enhance their own rule, |

Apartheid has divided our people into
Africans, who are indigenous people, Indian
people, so-called coloured people and whites
who have evolved into natives of 5A, but are
not indigenous.

The charter refers 1o the coloured people, the
Indian people, the African commmunity, and
the white communily as national groups.

But the coloured, Indian and African groups
are not different racial groups. National groups
have nothing to do with races, but they have
everything 1o do with the divisions which exist
in SA today, created by Apartheid.

Because our struggle is a nation building one,
a national democratic struggle, we regard all
these groupings as belonging to one future
nation. 5o these national groups are prospective
parts, not just static parts. They are the building
blocks of the future South African nation that
will be neither coloured, Indian, African or
white. It will be one South Afncan natwon.

As cadres and serious practical workers in our
liberation struggle, we are not simply interesied
in the fact that the Africans, coloured and
Indians enjoy no social, economic, political,
cultural and economic freedom in our country.
No.

In order to fight effectively against these
apartheid divisions and deprivations, we need
to understand how each of these apartheid-
dilferentiated national groups have come 1o
lose their ights in history.

This helps us not to gloss over these
apartheid created divisions by simply ignoring
them in quasi-revolutionism sloganeering likes
the noises we hear from the opponents of our
Freedom Charter-based revolution. No. i
helps us to undersiand apartheid and also
understand our people truely and fully as a
people with a definite history.

It is this understanding that has actually helped
us o formulate clearly and unambiguously the
only solution to these divisions which is unity
of our people as a people respective of race,
colour, creed and sex - non-racialism.

In this respect non-racialism is the only
possible South African liberation scenario
which calls for the complete destruction of
racism, cthnicity ctc. and which is derived
from the realities of the SA situation itself.

Today we know that the ideal of building an
Alfrican nation is still an integral part of the
building of the South Afncan non-racial nation.

This is the process called broad nationalism as
opposed to reactionary African-tribalist and
exclusivist nationalism of the defunct PAC and
the racial exclusivism of Azapo which
reactionism can only be compared 1o the NP-
AWB-CP-HNP circle.
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tactical

SOUTH AFRICA's biggest legal
ru-ikr. didn't just rock the mining
industry.

When the National Union of
Mineworkers (Num) began to
organise determinedly around Cos-
alu's Living Wage Campaign, they

economy

Gold and coal miners forged ahead |
F;ilh the struggle for a living wage, |

e numbers of miners joining the
strike soaring to over 340 000,
allecting 44 gold mines and coll- |
ieries. :
On the eve of the sirike, solidarity
action was initiated by the Num
Strike Support Commitiee. The
commitiee was the product of co-
ordination by community, student,
youth and women's organisations.
Among the participants were the
UDF, Sayco, Fediraw, Namda, SCA.
NECC, Sosco, Nusas, Sansco, TIC,
Jodac, HWA, VCA, Descom, the
Ikageng Civic, LYL, Neusa and |
others.

The support commilice's task was 1o
assist with the provision of ransport,
food, accomodation and medical
scrvices. They also helped publicise
and monitor the strike.
41 years aflier the first major black
mineworkers strike in 1946, mincrs' I
demands are still essentially the same. |
The fight against starvation wages and
poor working conditions continues.
Num's demands were:
®a 30% wage increase
930 days paid leave a year
@danger pay
@June 16th as a paid holiday
@®improved death benefits
In anticipation state intervention on
the side of the mine bosses, Cosatu's
entral Executive Committee (CEC)
issued a warning o the state not to
{intervene. In an attempt to prevent the
violent repression of the miners, as
was the case in ‘46 and ‘84, Cosam
threatened solidarity action. To
minimise casualties on the mines,
Num sent striking workers home.
This tactic appeared 1o have been
well-calculated. Striking miners
pressed fears that the bosses would
brutal methods 1o break the strike.

disturbed the balance of the most |
sensilive spot of the South African |

¥ the time workers were sent home

Unity and determination - the key to the workers' victory in South Africa’s biggest strike

NUM strike wins

victory

for mineworkers

and other industrialists that new
legislation to protect their profits was
in the pipeline. “Too much power on
either side would lead o revolution,”

he smd. He added that care had 1o be |

taken to ensure that black rade unions
were nol “hijacked by radicals.”

With the stant of the strike the entire
M}ﬁnﬂy of repression was set in
motion.

The mineworkers undertook the
campaign with only the weapon ol
strike at their disposal. The mine
owners, on the other hand, were
prepared to respond violently with

| their well-organised privaie army.

Mine security forces are tailored
along the same lines as the SADF.
The mineworkers faced security

officials dressed in olive greem |

fatigues resembling army gear; armed
with nifles, rubber bullets, batons and
leargas. Like the police and soldiers in

the townzhips, the mine soldiers |

travel in Casspirs.

But the links are closer than just
appearances. Anglo's chief spokes-
person, Bobby Godsell disclosed that
the commander of their private army is
in fact Major-general Tony Rou..,
previously of the South African Air
Force.

The mine security personnel is
experienced: most were police or
soldiers, others have had experience
in security firms.

While miners openly sided with mine
security. Some offered assis-lance in
the running of roadblocks on the
mines and volunteered 1o act as a
back-up unit to the army.

Management claimed the presence of
the private force on the mines was o
protect the property and lives of those
on the mincs.

In carrying out their duty of
‘protecting human lives’ the private
force has been accused of excessive
action.

The story was told by injured miners
at Num's Johannecsburg offices.
Many had broken limbs, missing
teeth, bruised and swollen bodies as a
result of clashes with mine security.

Num president, Motlatsi said “The
mining bosses declared war on us:
there was no doubt that the mining
houses were determined to break our

| strike with the help of the SAP

whatever it took. We had been

four had already lost their lives. _

Mecanwhile Minister of Manpower, | determined 1o carry on until we won,

Pictic du Plessis assured mine bosses | but we had to revise and restrategise

.

Harmony Gold Mine shaftsteward with teargas and rubber bullets
‘fired by mine security forces

our approach to the entire matter.”
Tactics used by the Chamber and
slate to crush the sirike included:
@spreading false information about
the strike, telling workers that the |
strike was called off by Num

®at Vaal Reefs, Harmony and
Western Deep levels workers were
forced 1o go underground at gunpoint |
®a vicious cycle of assaults on |
individuals by mine security and |
police; raids on union offices by |
security police.

@detention and harassment ol shop-
siewards and officials.

Altogether 11 mineworkers were
killed during clashes between strik-
ing workers and mine security. 500
were injured and over 400 were
detained.

Despite this, the mineworkers
continued Lo strike undeterred. Their
unity, determination, discipline and
morale frustrated the Chamber's
attempt to crush the strike by force.
The Chamber embarked on a new
stralegy - to eliminate Num from the
mines.

Tens ol thousands of mineworkers
were dismissed: shaft by shaft union
members and participants in the strike |

. Scabs

were singled out.

Negotiations collapsed but the
Chamber pushed ahead with its
timetable of dismissals, threatening
Num's very existence.

The union repeated the proposed
wage increase was the key 1o
scitlement of the strike but the
Chamber stuck to its initial offer.
from rural areas and

| neighbouring countries were brought

in W break the strike.

As the number of dismissed workers
reached 40 000, Num's education
officer, Kgalema Motlanthe, said
"The Chamber of Mines decided 1o
destroy the union. They were going 1o
dismiss every single union member.
We were faced with little option: 1o
continue the strike would result in our
entire membership being dismissed
from the mines and removed from
thewr compounds. Rather than afford
the Chamber the opportunity of
wiping out the entire union and the
labour movement in SA we had 10
retreat.”

When Num ook this tactical decision
the Chamber did not move from its
initial wage offer, but made
concessions on death benefits and

Mine sscurity altacked strikers
in many areas: this miner was
injured ai Welkom

.|
agreed to a 10 percent nise in leave
allowance and agreed o reinstate all
dismissed workers but with loss of
benefits.”

Num's general secretary Cyril
Ramaphosa added "The Chamber
thought it could teach us a lesson, but

instead they helped us build a strong
foundation for further victories.”

So Num's retreat was a lactical
move, allowing it o regroup and
restrategise. The mine bosses, on the
other hand, lost R250 million and
mare than 5 million days of work.

President of the Chamber of Mines,
Naas Sieenkamp said, "Maybe there
is now grealer realism on both sides.
The employer has learned that the
union has muscle, organisational
capacity, determination and skill.”

Organisationally the strike repre-
sented a resounding victory for the
miners and the entire working class

movement. Under Num's leadership,
the workers conducted the strike with
determination and morale.

The disciplined unity of the workers,
which took the mine bosses by
surprise, is a solid basis from which
future victories can be won. The
extent o which the workers' leaders
remained in touch with their
membership was also vital.

Mcanwhile, Num has taken issuc
with the Chamber over the
remstatemnent of dismissed workers.

Ramaphosa concludes that “This
struggle was only a dress rehearsal
for the struggle that lies ahead. It has
laid a golden foundation for the

future. Our struggle for a living wage
continues and by 1988 more

| significant gains will have been
| made.”
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BLOOD FLOWED in KwaNdebhele
when the people opposed indepen-
dence last year,

But the bantustan and its new chiel
minister Majori Mahlangu are suill
trying to force independence down
people’s throats,

Mass resistance and anger forced the
KwaNdcbele Legislative Assembly 1o
drop its independence plans last year.

Opposing independence were the
vast majonity of the population of the
poverty stricken bantustan, including
white farmers and civil servants. Key
[orces in the war were the youth and
the Royal Family.

ODnly a small fraction of the
population, the KwaNdebele gov-
ernment and its armed Mbokodo
vigilanics, supporicd independence.

The SAP and SADF initially played
a low-profile role, but as conflict
developed, this became more overt.

The KwaNdebele government relied

on the brute [orce of the Mbokodo Lo |

crush resistance o independence.

Their close relationship was an open |

secrel. Past Chiefl Mimister Simon

Skosana and his deputy Piet Nuli | claiming 8 mandate from the le.

were Mbokodo president and vice-

president. About half their cabinet |

were also Mbokodo members.

resistance hitcrally a matter of life
and death for the people ol
KwaNdebhele, "What makes us come
ingether is Mbokodo”, said one youth
activist, it harassed people 1o such
an extent that everyone was aware of
s aclivities,”

Mbokodo's actions were mel with

last year.

Jubilation outside the KwaNdebele Legislative Assembly

alter “independence” plans were dropped
But this year the hlnluiun: rulers are trying again.

KWANDEBELE

PUPPETS VS. THE
PEOPLE, ROUND TWO

tremendous anger and before long
the group could no longer operate.
The property of Mbokodo members,
many of them shopkeepers and taxi
owners, was destroyed. Piet Nuuli
was killed in a car bomb explosion.
The anti-independence war took
many dilferent forms: school
boycotls, stayaways, demonsirations
and strikes.

The people linally presented their
ultimatum at a mass meeting. They
demanded that the Mbokodo disband,
that independence plans be scrapped
and that the KwaNdebele Legislative
Asscmbly and cabinet resign because
it had accepted independence

A reportback on the demands was

| post d for the | of Jacob
Mbokodo's savagery made united | posiponed lor the funcral ol Jaco

Skosana, an activist killed by the
Mbokodo. When a crowd of more
than 25000 later gathered 1o hear the
reporiback, security [orces moved in
and fired teargas, rubber bullets and

| buckshot,

Confrontation continued until |
August when the decision to take
independence was abandoned.

This vear new attempts have been
made to sccure independence. Ex-
Mbokodo members are reorganised
in the new Kiskonstabels, including
those still rilr.'ing criminal charges [or |
their carhier acuions. S5aid youth
aclivists, "They are given cars and

| guns to patrol cach and every village. |

| chiels and indunas has been a vital

These actions triggered off violence |

aimed at Mbokodo and the police.

They are harassing pcople and
paying revenge against those who are
anti-independence.”

The KwaNdcbele government is |
also trying o win people’s hearts said
the youth activisis. “"But they have
gol a problem, they invite people 10
feasts at the stadium and at the
cathedral, they invite school |
children, but only a few show up”.
Pro-indcpendence propaganda
pamphlcis are distributed in the |
villages at might, welling people 10
back independence and anacking the
royal family.

The opposition of the royal family,

factor im the f[ailure of the

independence initiative.

“APARTHEID has scperated us from
our people, now we are going back 1o

them,” says the Congress of
Traditional Leaders of South Afrca
(Contralesa).

Contralesa was formed at the end of
September by 38 sub-chicls from
KEwaNdcbele and Moutse and it 1s the
first organisation of s kind in the
I..'l'lIJ'I'Ilr:r'.

The organisation aims 1o unite all
traditional leaders in the country, 1o
build and deepen democratic
relationships with the youth, workers
and all sectors of the population and
to take up demands jointly with the
conumuniies,

Spezking about chicls who sided
wilh the people in the past,
Contralesa said, "We recall with
pride and dignity leaders such as
Ceishwayo, Matikwane, Nyabela,
Moshoecshoe, Sekhukhune,
Ramabulana, Dinizulu, Luthuli and
now the most noble son of Africa,
Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela - who is
also of royal birth.”

Chiefs go back
to their people

w imprisonment, banishment and all

other known f[orms of atrocitics |

committed by Pretoria against its
opponents,” says Contralesa.

The organisation condemns “those
of vur iraditional leaders who have
been manipulated by apartheid to
become collaborators and serve in
the structures that have been created
by the regime to further enhance the
oppression and exploitation of our
people.”

The Contralesa chiefs argue that
decisions like the acceptance of
independence must be a mandate
from the people and not from

“Most of them have been subjected | Pretoria.

Progressive organisations have
welcomed the flormation of |
Conitralesa. The Northern Transvaal
UDF =aid, "It is a great achicvement
tw se¢ chiels coming back o their
people. We call on all chicls w resign
and join Contralesa and become part
of the oppressed people’s struggle
for liberation.” |

"We are proud that traditional |
lcaders are beginning to realise the
truth. The struggle in the bantuslan is |
nol only against independence but
against the whole bantustan
machinery,” said Sayco.

Youth leaders have pointed out that |
the ANC worked with chicls in the
past to win the support of the people
and 10 build an Afncan nation.

Allempts o get chicls and indunas 10
persuade the king 1o accepl
independence have Failed. They have
insisted that independence gocs
against their people's mandate.

With many chicls and indunas
detainzad and others in hiding, the
government has imposed new
indunas. A majority vole from the
new indunas could replace Mapoch,
who is in hiding, with a pro-
independence king.

In June this year the bantustan

| government wenl o ask the state

president 1o grant KwaNdehele
independence. This time the SA
govermmenl was more caulious and
sent them back 1o obtain “a mandate”,
The bantustan government has since
embarked on a campaign to force
people to take out KwaNdebele
citizenshap. This thecy say, is a
"mandaie”.

Civil servants get fired and old
people can't get pensions unless they
have KwaNdebele citizenship. And
those who refluse citizenship run the
risk of delention.

Atlempis have also txen made 1o
force residents of Moutse, who have

Victims of the Mbokodo

“But the apariheid regime usurped
tha: siralegy and used the chiels 1w
enhance division among the people”,
they said.

"We have a long hisiory of chicfs
who fought on the side of the people.
We believe in such kind of chicls. It
is our inteation o let the people
govern themselves through thewr own

|

ficrcely resisted incorporation into
KwalNdehele, 1o accept bantustan
citizenship.

Al Philadelphia hospital, nurses who
reject independence have
sacked, supposedly on linancial
grounds,

But local activisis said that in the
same weck the government bought
thirty cars for the KwaNdebele
police.

“Why didn't they pay the nurses
instead? There is a shartage of nurscs
and doctors at the hospital. The
government just wants the police o
help them get independence. They
dint think of the suffering people of
KwaNdebele.”

Meanwhile detentions of those
opposing independence conlinue.

bheen

| This includes teachers and students

from Mandlcthu, Kameelrivier and
Watcrval Boven, and a circuit
inspector. Even Siyabuswa's anti-
independence chicl magistrate is in
hiding fcaring victimisation.

Aclivisis say last years® battle was
won through unity, but without any

j furmal organisations. Now this is

seen as a prionily.

Repressive conditions mean that
meetings are underground.

“We have a coordinaling commitlee
for the students, youlth and old
people,” said youth activisis, "We are
preparing o form street and village

commitlecs in every village. There is

unity among the people and they are
cager o fight this thing. We wanl 1o
[urm organisations [or the people, of
the poople and by the people.”

recognised and democratically
clected leadership.

“Let the present chicls, if they are
still chicfs, lead their people ir the
light against what actually deprives
their people of their land, their
houses, of their development in
general. Let them be accountable 10 |
the people and directed by them.”
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FOOE A long ume the Venda
government has suppressed infor
mation aboul opposition (o ils rule.

Northern Transvaal
Congress (Notyco) activists from
Venda spoke 10 Saspu National about

Youtlh,

struggles against "independence”™ and |

hantusian rule.

They stressed that "Our campaign |

agamst the dummy Venda inde-
pendence must ned be isolated from
the broad national democratic sirug-
gle in the whole of South Africa.”

The Anti-Venda Independence
Campaign was formed in 1986, It
includes organisations like the |
Northern Transvaal Action Commi- |
ttee, Educaton Crisis and Detainees
commitlecs, and youth congresses,

“Independence means slavery, 1l
mcans a 30 strong police force, a
J000-strong  delence force, a |
vigilante-type youth league whmtl
duty is W harass us and deployment i
of 6000 combined forces of the SA |
and Venda Defence Force (VDF)"

The activists said Venda was like a
police “state”™."The actions ol the
Venda government are nolorious.
The *Maintenance of Law and Order
Act of 1985 outlaws any opposition
o homeland rule. This year at lcast |
16 people have been detained under
thas law.” :

“The Venda repression machinery
has alrcady claimed lives of people in |
deiention,” they say. Tshifiwa |
Muolhe and Tshikode Tshivhase are
known w have died at the hands of
the Venda security police,

Last year three rallics were held in
Venda. But for the past year,
detenlions, frequent road blocks and
army occupation of villages have
allowed little open activity. :

Despite these problems, says
Notyco, the campaign is being
revived, "It is still a1 an embryonic
stage because ol the lack ol political
awareness among the people™.

They said the campaign doesn't have
clearcul methods. But mobilising and
orgamising pcople around their
problems and gricvances is scen as a
key stralcgy. .

“The payment of taxes is a chain l
around the necks of the poor farm
workers but they haven't been
organiscd against this form of |
exploitation,” said the youth.

“Trade unions are not allowed 1o |
operale in Venda and as a result,
workers are not organised. Workers
only eam R50-R60 a month.”

“South Alrican firms have moved lo
Venda o enjoy the smooth-running |
cxploitation of unprotected Venda |
workers.

"The working mcmbers of our
youth congresses discuss methods |
and stratcgies of organising the |
workers. It may be a long time |
before there can be trade unions in
Venda - bul we arc optimistic.”
"Women support the campaign
becausc they are forced to pay for |
waler, lircwoond, and for grass to
rool their houses. [L s compulsory

' the bantustan

for them 1o join burial socielies
where Lhey have 1o pay six rand. .

Their husbands are mostly working
in the mines and citics.”

The activists said youth and studemts |
are the most militant and active
sector of resistance in the bantustan.
There have been clashes with police
and frequent boyeolls al schools and
al the University of Venda (Unive)
since last year. Gricvances such as
racist icachers, unqualified lecturers,
detentions and police action have led
1o the boycolts.

In one incident, trouble staried
when studenis complained about
ungualified lecturers. "The police
were called in and started beating
students. Venda government vehicles
were bumed and there was a riot.”

The SRC and the Azaso (now
Sansco) branch on the campus were

banncd last year, but are operating
again.

“The universitics were gearing up
for a national sporting event
organised by the All University
Spont Commitiee.”

“Unive authoritics were desperale
for the university o be represented.
They were forced to allow the SRC

The Lion of the North
still lives in the people

Since Venda's
"independence"
in 1979
people's
conditions have
moved from
bad to worse.
But struggles in

now aim to
awaken the
spirit of
resistance of
the past.

Studenis are a key
seclor ol resistance in
Venda. Above and
right: village youth on
the run during clashes
between police and
students.

lo operate again. This victory eamed

the students a chance to reorganise a |
working |
| delensive methods as a mobilising

Sansco branch and
commiltee.”

The Unive victory inspired high
school students o campaign for
SRCs. Two schools, Rewandani and
Thambathira now have SRCs.

“But these are short term viclories
which need 1o be consolidated at all
costs,” say the Notyco aclivisis.

Allcmpls are also being made to
consolidate and defend other
advances. "Since the formation of the
MNorthern Transvaal People's
Congress we have attempted 1o set up

village committees in Venda. Butitis |
a long process involving many |
. responded o the growing resistance

risks.”
“There are meetings going on o
educate the people about the situation

in Venda. When they have a luller |

understanding we can introduce
village commiltecs. Bul at this stage
we feel not enough has been done.

“If we created commiltecs without
this it could be disastrous, because
some of the wvillagers still have
confidence in the Venda government.

other villages in the Northern
Transvaal.
“Al times we are foreed 1o adopt

strategy. For cxample, the village
opposilc the president’s (Mphephu)
residence is o be removed so he may
have "decent neighbours’, This area
15 occupicd by peasants who cause
him great embarrassment.

“The villagers are angry but they
can't do anything about i,
Everybody talks about Mphephu
being the only one who is enjoying
the benefits of “independence.’ The
inlervention of activists can raise the
people’s consciousness,” they say.

The WVenda government has
by moving the VDF into specific
villages for lengthy periods of time
and sciling up their own youth
struciurcs, *

“Youths and students were taken 1o
camps al places called Rupepe,
Mayemi and Alba Cenire. They wied
to inculcate Venda patriotism and
respect for the homeland
government, This led 1o the

These are the lessons we leamt from | formation of the Venda Youth

League.
“The youths received crash courses
in the use of afms and ammunition.

The most brainwashed ones were |
Namibia and to block Swapo from

armed with pisiols 10 wipe oul
aclivists.

“The Venda Youth League has
working relations with the Thari ya
Sechaba vigilante-lype structure of
Lebowa and Ximoko xa Rixaka in
Gazankulu. Their mission is 1o
ensure that their bantustans are here
o stay,” say the Notyco activists.

In lorming the Venda Youth
League, the minister of police said he
wants 1o “make the Northern
Transvaal Action Committee, which
is an internal wing of the ANC, 1o die
& true death”™.

For the SA government, the Far
Northern Transvaal border has 1op
priority when it comes to “sccurity”.
The SA Commissioner of Police
recently told villagers to be on the
lookout for ANC “terrorisis” who
cross the Limpopo into SA.

5A has also been using the VDF in
the war in Namibia. But the Notyco
activists have discovered rumblings
of discontent.

| their wartime allies. Instead they
| introduced more control. They

Brits, boers and
bantustan rule

THE PEOPLE of Venda have a long
history of resistance 1o domination.
The Venda speaking pcople arc
mosily descendants of clans who
immigrated from Zimbabwe in the
l4th century. Around 1836 the
Voortrekkers arrived in the
Morthern Transvaal and set up a
wwn called Schoemansdal.

For many years the Bocr sctilers
had a stable relationship with the
local people. But conflict developed
alter the boers hunted oul game in
the area. They started demanding the
people’s land and labour.

Powerful Venda regiments under
Makhado Ramabulana (known as the
Lion of the North or the Night
Fighter) attacked Schoemansdal and
the boers Med.

But in 1898 the boers launched an
attack against Mphephu Ramabulana,
who had succeeded Makhado. The
royal kraal was bumt down and over
the next months more than 400
people were massacred.

The boers established the town that
is known today as Louwis Trichard.
Mphephu was forced to cross ihe
Limpopo and sought refuge in
British ruled Rhodcesia.

When the Anglo Boer War broke
out in 1899, Mphephu's people
aligned themselves with the British o
deleat the boers.

Afer the war Mphephu returned
and there was widespread hope that
the new British administration would
be less reactionary than Kruger's
government had been.

But the British had no rewards for

imposed more taxes and streamlined
recruitment of cheap labour for the
mines. They scized land and weapons
A few years alter the formation of
the Union of South Africa, a Venda

| chief, Chiel Tshivase led his people
| i acampaign of resistance, but they

were forced 1o surrender. Tshivase
was deported 10 Hammanskraal near
Pretoria where he died in 1952,
During the 1950s, the architect of
apartheid, then Minister of Native
Affairs Hendrik Verwoerd visited
the Northerm Transvaal. In the next
period, the Tshivase, Mphafudi,
Mphephu, Ramabulana, Tshikonelo,
Molenge and Tshimofhe Tenghe
tribal authoritics were set up.

The people’s land was put under the
control of tribal authoritics. Some
were rescltled in the barren land

which was laler named Gazankulu.

The position of the people of Yenda
moved [rom bad w worse after
independence. While children have
no classrooms, Mphephu and his

| henchmen build themselves big

mansions and ennch themselves.

"Many members of the VDF refuse
W go o Namibia o fight Swapo.
They say they are being misused (o
defend SA's illegal occupation of

laking power as a popular
organisation of the Namibian people.

“You might think these words come
from me,” said a Venda activist, "but
this was actually said by the unhappy
VYDF members on their return from
the Operational Zone in Northern
Namibia. One of their collecagues was
killed in a skirmish with the People's
Liberation Army of Namibia.

"It is not clear whether they are
motivaled by cowardice or a political
principle. We know they went o
Namibia during the rainy season
when Swapo flighters mounted a
heavy offensive.

" Mphephu fears that losing the

support of his defence force will be
the end of the homeland government.
This would be a victory but the task
is a much bigger one, say the Notyco
activisis. “The people are aware that
they are faced with a duty of building

| one nation, one government of the

people of South Africa.”
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WOMEN

MNorah Toleni of Cape Town and
Greta Ncapai of Soweto, both
veterans of struggles in the 1950s,
have been laid to rest

Norah Toleni

Bom on December 19, 1919, Baba

MNorah Toleni was an active member

of both the South African Communist

Party and the African National

Congress in the Western Cape until

they were banned in 1950 and 1960
vely.

Along with leaders such as Annie
Selinga and Diana Maphile, she was
an active participant in many historic
campaigns against apartheid. Among
these were the Defiance Campaign,
the Anti-Pass campaign and the Potato
Boycolt.

She was detained for a long penod
together with other congress women,
including Florence Mafikeng.

When the ANC was banned she
remained in the country to continue
her political work.

Al the time of her death she was a
member of the United Women's
Congress, the Western Cape Civic
Association and the Release Mandela
Campaign. During the 1986 remt
boycott Comrade Toleni and other
women led a protest march to the
Western Cape Deve t Offices.

The people of South Africa and
particularly of the Western Cape will
remember her courage.

Greta Ncapai

Mom-G, as she was allectionately
refered to by her comrades in the
Release Mandela Campaign and the
Federation of Transvaal Women,

THE TRIPLE oppression of South |

African women has long been
analysed. But what is to be done
about 1t7 This was discussed at the
ANC's women's conference, held in
September.

“We looked at how women are
mobilised to participate in different

aspects of the struggle. We criticised
ourselves, saw where we'd failed and |
looked at how to correct the |
situation,” said a conference delegate. |

"The discussion quickly covered
what women suffer. The question
was, what is 1o be done?"”

Mational liberation was scen as a
prerequisite for women's freedom and
it was siressed that women have to
participate fully to achieve this. "Only
then will we be able to throw away
the shackles that bind us.”

"It was recognised that because
women suffer triple oppression - as a
nation, as women, and as workers -
they've been the least involved.
They've been more involved with
their families,"

But the delegates said, "we have
spoken about this in the past. Now
we must begin 10 work, to educate
our women and raise their level of
political understanding”.

“There must be a deliberate effort 1o
improve the situation of our women,
50 that they can better participate in the
struggle.

*We don't want token women in
leadership structures: women mus!
only take these positions if they are
capable. We don't want any favours
as women.”

The women's struggle, they
stressed, was nol an anti-man
struggle, and it was not the
responsibility of women alone, "but

THE NATAL Organisation of Women
(NOW) has grown consi-derably
since its formation in 1983.

It initially had members in Durban
townships like Lamontville and
KwaMashu. Now women from
Empangeni, Pietermaritzburg and
Natal rural areas are also part of the
organisation. And according o NOW
activists, almost all the townships
around Durban have branches.

The branches organise around

OBITUARY

Greta

never accepled that old age brings
fatigue.

She refused 1o belicve that she might
die before she tasted freedom. She
was determined o be involved
whenever she was called upon to do
50,

Greta Nomvikiviki Ncapai was bom
in 1912, in the Tsolo village in the
Transkei. After receiving her
secondary education in Qumbu in the
late 1930s, she wok a diploma in
teaching and then returned o teach at
the same village school she had
attended. A few years later she lelt
weaching and ook up nursing.

During this period, at the invitation
of Alfred Nzo, now the Secrelary
General of the Alfrican National
Congress, she joined the ANC in East
London.

After Greta married she settled in

‘Women
look at

what is to
be done

of all of us, both men and women®.

"Women are somelimes their worst
oppressors, so we must not only
change the attitudes of our men, but
also the attitudes of our own women.”

These issues were the responsibility
of all progressive organisations. "For
instance, when we take up education,
we must look at how we are going o
involve women in education. We mus
help our women to build themselves."

On family planning, the conference
felt that "the responsibility for
contraception must not be for women
only, it should be a joint effort
between both men and women, with
respect for the woman and support for
her. If it is a joint responsibility, it
ceases o be a pressure on her. Our
struggle is to remove these
pressures.”

The conference mood was one of
critical and constructive discussion.
“"One of the questions that came up
was why we need a women's
organisation. We looked at this very
eamestly and it must continue to be
discussed but some of us feel very
strongly that there is a need for a
WOmen's organisation.

"Historically women have not been

issues, needs and projects identified
by women in their branch. So while
the Pictermaritzburg branch has
mgnnlm;l a creche, Lamontville is
involved in a knitting project. Other
branches take up civic issues such as
transport, education and rent, soup
kitchens for pensioners and orphans
and all-night vigils against attacks by
vigilantes.

To organise unemployed women,
NOW also runs projects such as shoc

MNcapal

Johannesburg where she worked
closcly with other leaders of the
congress movement like Lillian
Ngoyi, Albertina Sisulu, Ida Miwana
and many others.

Appearing in court in 1983 with
Amanda Kwadi and Albertina Sisulu
in a law suit against their illegal
detention, Moni-G told the magistrate
that she was in the RMC o fight for
the release of political

Mom-G didn't want to die I:refmt.
Mandela was freed. She always posed
this question to the RMC: "When are
you going to call me to join you to
fetch Nelson?"

Greta died from a diabetic coma after
a short illnmess, at Baragwanath
hospital.

The Release Mandela Campaign and
the Federation of Transvaal Women

paid tribute to her.

sducated. You cannot put women in
an organisation and think thar a
miracle will happen. This is one
reason why today there are only two
women in the National Executive of
the ANC. We've got to question why,
pecause the women of South Alrica
have a long history of struggle.”

enough attention to the development
al women. We have allowed women
to continue in the kitchen and the men
happy oppressing their wives."

the women, and you can only begin to
attend to the special case of women if
you have a women's organisation that
can look specifically into the
disadvantages of women and address
them.”

One problem when women
participate in organisations, they said,
is that in meetings only a few women
will speak while the others keep quite
because they lack confidence. The
men on the other hand will be more
articulate.

"We cannot be sentimental about
these questions. We've got o be
practical. We wish that there could be
one organisation where both men and
women could lalk together, address
problems and articulate the ideals and
objectives of both men and women,
but it doesn't happen that way.”

*The reality of our situation is that
our women have been kept down all
their lives. We must address this
question as we address all questions.
We must address it politically, not
emotionally. We must look towards
the future of the men and women, the

future of the nation.”

making and sewing co-operatives.
Apart from branches and working
groups, NOW has media and
education sub-commitlees. An
organising sub-committee evaluales
the work of the others and strategises
on the organisation’s progress. An
alfiliate of the UDF, NOW also
works with civics, youth structures,
and so on around communily issues.
"We have experienced problems with

detention and vigilantes,” says NOW,

Sayco is getting to

The delegates concluded that “the |
reason i that we as women and the |
arganisation itself have not paid |

“We are speaking of the upliftment of

Working on the ground is the way for

| "These have weakened all progressive

1
|
|
|

EVER SINCE
congress carlier this year the South

| African Youth Congress (Sayco) has

been concerned about the low level of
women's participation in the
organisation.

Sayco National Executive member,
Dipuo Peters, spoke at a Nusas
conference on women aboul the
reasons for this and how it can be
changed.

Sayco has recognised that the lack of
women's participation now is partly a
result of the way the youth organised
in the past. "Throughout the
conferences lecading uwp o the
formation of Sayco the participation of
women was very low”, said Dipuo.

“Al some slages there were no
women involved, only men were
there, or only one woman was

L
Having identified the problem, Sayco
began to develop sirategies to resolve
it. "At the launching conference it was
decided that because of the low
participation of women, we couldn’t
have a national women's organiser.
“"As we didn't have forums for
women o participate, at a local level

their founding | participation of women was limited

and that there were no struciurcs o
forums for young women to discuss
and debate and stralegise.

“Realising this, Sayco decided that
now is the time for young men and
women, the few that were involved,
o organise the others,” said Dipuo.

But the basic question of why

Roots of problem

women had not participated remained,
and Sayco began o analyse the roots
of the problem. “The problems thal
contnbute 1o the low participation of
women are basically traditional.”

"“They stem from our forefathers,
from our history as black people.
Traditionally leadership roles had
been limited and to a certain extent
confined to the menfolk, women were
not allowed o participate in any kraal
mectings, which were like parliament
discussions.

“"Women were told that they had wo
remain al home. A woman's place is
in the kiichen and to look after the
children. And that is the reason why
we have this problem now, because

UDFWCO to unite
women in the Front

Veteran women's leader and UDF president, Albertina Sisulu.

THE UDF Women's Congress
(UDFWCO) was launched in Cape
Town in April this year. The
women's congress unites the six
women's organisations affiliated to
the UDF,

At the launch the delegates noted that
alth wWOomen are aclive in most
UDF affiliates, there are few women
leaders. UDF affiliates fail to
challenge discrimination against
women at work, in the home and in
political organisation. Women lack the
confidence and skills to participate
actively. Often men do not listen to
women's views, and secxual
huuqnqu somclimes takes place in

anisations.

UDFWCO believes that "The
struggle against apartheid and
exploilation cannot be victorious
while women are in bondage. We
cannot build a democratic future when
women are oppressed and unable 1o
participate fully in all aspecis of
society.”

UDFWCO.- says it will strive 1o
educate men and women in all

NOW

| organisations.” Women have been
| raped, for example, in Hammerskraal

| a grandmother was bumed alive and

her granddaughters gang-raped. As
mothers of activisis, women also
came under attack.

*The fact that we, together with the
other women's organisations afliliated
to UDF, formed the UDF Women's
Congress is proof that women will
not be crushed,” says NOW.

affiliates of the the UDF about
women's oppression, encourage UDF
activities 1o bring about the fuall
pm:::pmm of women, to eradicale
sexism from our ranks.
ﬂijiﬂmlviﬂiﬂnuhmﬂ-
scxist future South Africa among
prngmuwc urgnmsumm. raising
women's issues in the UDF and
taking UDF campaigns into women's
organisations.

They resolved 1o train women Lo
become leaders who are clear about

the struggle for liberation,

commitied 1o work in the

organisation and who represent
ing class women.

UDFWCO policy on women and
work says: "We belicve that women
have the right 1o live and work where
they choose, o matemnity benefits,
child care, a healthy work
environment, equal pay, education
and job security.” They encourage
women o join rade unions and stand
in solidarity with worker action.
UDFWCO also supporis the
campaign for a living wage.

The Women's Charter and the
Freedom Charter were both adopted.
"We commil ourselves to democracy
in our organisations. We believe that a
government must be based on the will
of the people. We stand united behind
the demand for one person one vole
for all South Afnicans.”

"Democracy,” said UDFWCD,
"means full control over our lives. It

| means participation by the people in

decision making about all aspects of
their lives.” The launching of the
UDF Women's Congress, takes a
step towards this democratic control.

—
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the roots of what holds young women back

we've been socialised into these
things, lo say “my posilion is lo sil al
home and cook’ and so on.”

"When a girl comes home from
school, there's nothing else to do but
to look after younger sisters or 1o do
the house chores.

"When it comes o going out and

discussing issues that affect the |

community, that is said to be the duty
of men,” said Dipuo.

"I think there's a complex on the part
of women, the fact that traditionally
they have been accorded the status of
being minors.

“Even now, women are not allowed
to sign a leasehold, it's ecither the
husband or the eldest son. If she
doesn't have a son, or the husband is
late, then it's up to her.

"Socially young women are not
exposed to the dynamics and political
activity like their male counterparts.
Their participation and analysis of the
situation is thus very weak."

“As young women, we've got the
tendency of tuming social issucs
against ourselves. Like this family
planning issue. | know that housing
problems are a social problem,

inflation is not my problem alone.

“Owverpopulation is not my problem
alone, but I'm going to take it and
turn it against my body, go for the
family planning and the likes and say |
don't want 1o be scen as a cause of
these problems, forgetting that you
ire not the only person who brings
life into this carth.

“Traditionally women are not
expected o sit and discuss with their
male counlerparts, women are not
prepared to voice their opinions at
public gatherings.

"We are not prepared to voice our

Educating women

opinions because we've been told that
a man's word is the last and the first,
whatcver you say it's not going to be
considered.”™

The attitudes towards educating
women, said Dipuo, posed further
problems. "Our grandfathers used to
say il's uscless for a girl W be taken w
school because she's going to be
married and then she’ll be working
for the her husband and the family
will have lost out.

WCape Fedsaw launch

Unions tackle more
than women's wages

Trade unions are one forum where women's
issues can be dealt with cntlentlvelz.

TRADE UNIONS can tackle arange | won. "Existing structures, decision

of problems that face women.

A Cosatu women's representative
spoke recently about how the unions
arc organising women.

She said most women suffer
inequality in three ways, they are
exploited as workers and oppressed
as black people and as women.

In the trade union, she said, women
are organised as workers: "We're
talking about organising women
around issues like wages, working
conditions and so forth. The trade
union can be totally blind to the
different experiences of men and
women, but even if they are, benelits
ar¢ cxpericnced by women in that
organisation.”

But trade unions can also address
women's oppression. "Women are
the carers of the old, the sick and the
young, and the family as a whole, and
those problems impinge on trade
union work at every stage: they
appear in meetings through under-
participation, through poor
attendance, and other ways.”

Because the extra responsibilities that
women face interfere with their rade
union participation they are issues that
the trade union must consider, she
said. They are collective issues that
need to be solved collectively rather
than personal problems that the
individual should deal with.

An example was maternity leave,
where a number of victories had been

making and commailees, nol seperate
organisation, have been responsible
for taking up issues that particularly
advantage women.”

“A new and exciting development
came with this year's declaration of
the Cosatu Living Wage campaign,”
she said. The Campaign demands a
living wage for all, decent education
and decent training, job security and
decent housing.

Women workers have particularly
good reasons o participate in the
Campaign. A recent national study of
nearly 1 000 women workers [ound
that one out of every three working
women is the only breadwinner in the
family. Wages are low and inflation
high, so even if the family has other

| income, the woman's wage is a vital

component.

The Campaign is especially important
o women because women arc
generally expected o be the
homemakers, for making sure that the
needs of the family are met. Not only
do they have 1o manage on starvation
wages, bul less money means more
work and longer hours. For exampile,
it's cheaper o buy in town - but then
heavy parcels must be carried a long
way home on overcrowded public
transport. Low wages mecan that
women cannot afford labour-saving
devices like washing machines, even
il she has electricity.

“In most black communities educated
women are not married. In the minds
of our men an educated woman s
very dangerous. If women go to

long as they can write their names and
the likes, and be able 1o communicate
with their masiers or wherever they're
pomng o work, and compete with ther
male counterparts. That's why we
have a problem at present.

“In schools you have women
outnumbering the boys at the primary,
and higher primary levels, but when it
comes o secondary school and matric
the numbers start to diminish,

"Start o ask yoursell why. Women
think ‘it's useless for me o go on
because if | go on I'm not going to get
marricd, so it's uscless, why should [
try and compete with a man™"

Speaking about the strict rules of
gocial status, she said the general
attitude was that "a man should
always be on top so that he can drag
me up the social ladder. If a woman is
educated that man is going W drag her
down to the level where he is, but
when a man is educated, the wife is
also being dragged to that position.

Women are ofien forced 1o take jobs

for badly paid work - more than half a
million women are employed in
domestic work in South Africa - or
women may be obliged 10 ke jobs in
the lowest paying grades. Women
workers may be paid lower wages
than men: even though this is illegal
many employers have found ways to
get around this.

Women need a 40 hour working
week, says Cosatu. One reason is that
some workers work such long hours
that they do the work of two people.
Bosses do this so they do not have o
employ more people or pay more
wages. A 40 hour week without loss
of pay will force them to employ more
people and create more jobs.

Afler working long hours at their
jobs, most women have to put in
hours of work at home, a second

“women's work’. Until men and
women leam to share -housework
more equally, a 40-hour week will
help women who have o do “a
second shiflt' by giving them more
time at home.

"A docior's wife is "Doctor So and
So's wifle' bul when i's a woman
doctor, the husband is nothing, he's

- just in the background. The wile
school, they go up o standard six, so

doesn't want to be seen with him. It
gives us problems when we organise
women, especially young women.”

Sayco was strategising ways to deal

Political theory

with these problems, said Dipuo. "We
in Sayco intend increasing or
developing women's participation by

| sharpening their political theory.

“Young women should know that
they have to play a role next o their
men. They don't have 1o be behind
their men, or in front of their men, but
side by side.

“We dont want 1o be shadows of our
husbhands in future, or shadows of our
brothers, or our sons, like being
called this one is so and so's wile,
that's why she has decided 1o be
involved.

“And young women are nol prepared
o participate in front of their
boyfriends. They think ‘'maybe 111
make a blunder and then he's going 1o

Above: Fedsaw anniversary
rally In 1984 Right: Union
member makes a point,

Il women are working *two shifts' it
is hard o find the time 1o be politically
active. Mam Lydia explains why so
many women drop out of trade
unions: " They start o feel the
pressure at home. It's dangerous for
women to attend meetings lale at
night. She also knows that when she
goes home she will find everything as
she left it. Her husband will be sitting
idle. And he might not believe she has
been to a mecting. This makes her
retreal. She does not want to lose her
family for the union, even il she is
commitied 1o il. 50 organisalion
becomes weakened.”

Somectimes women are scexually
harassed at work. They might be
forced 1o sleep with the supervisor if

shift. Some men help with the | they want 1o keep their job. If they

housework, but usually it is seen as | Work long hours, they go home when

it is late and dark. Sometimes women
arc assaulted and raped. A 40 hour
week can protect women from assault
because they could go home when it is
light and safer.

Cosatu demands six months paid

=

laugh at me or get rid of me and get
another one who's better than
myself.'

“These things are pushing us far
behind our men. We want to try and
bridge this gap. We want 1o extend
political activity and programmes 1o
include women up o the leadership
level, shedding all races of being the
shadows of their husbands, brothers
and sons."

Dipuo commented to the Nusas
delegates: "We ask oursclves why our
white counterparts have got so many
women in their structures. Maybe you
people here could give us the magic
potion for accepting women into your
Struchures,

"Sayco is still a young organisation
s0 we're trying 1o get hints from long
existing, older organisations. We
know that Sayco is the largest, but it
is still young, and we're still learning.
Concluding, Dipuo stressed that “we
must pracuce and preach at the same
time. Il we say something, we must
do it. No-one will be left behind. If
we can gel rid of all these myths and
siories about women, we are going 1o
prosper in our struggle.”

maternity leave and that women be
allowed to return to work after the
baby is bom, and that they should not
lose benefits like pension or medical
aid. Unions like Ccawusa, Mawu and
CWIU have already won demands
like this.

Proper maternity leave means that
women workers need not worry about
hiding their pregnancy. They need not
continue to do work that might
endanger the health of the baby, If
they want to have the child, they
won't have to consider ending the
pregnancy by having a dangerous
backstreet abortion. After the child is
born, the mother will be able to make
sure that it 18 well cared for in the
important first months.

Cosatu's Living Wage includes the
money needed to bring up children
properly - to make sure they have a
safe place 1o stay and proper facilitics
for play. The National Automobile
and Allied Workers Union has
negotiated with BMW 1o provide a
creche for their children.

Cosatu says that unions can help
women both by fighting for the rights
that affect all workers and by taking
union responsibility for the additional
work that women do.

And through the Living Wage
Campaign Cosatu is doing more than
Just raising issues that are important
now. As the organiser said, “the ways
in which we organise now will clearly
determine the kind of future that we're
building. It will determine the
liberation that we make.”
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International spotlight
turns to SA childrens'
plight under apartheid

THE PLIGHT of South Africa's
children, highlighted at the Inter-

national Conference on Children, |
Repression and the Law in Apartheid

South Africa, brought international
attention to Southern Africa.

Convened by wveteran Anti-
Apartheid campaigner and British
Anti-Apartheid Movement
chairman, Archbishop “lIsith-

walandwe' Trevor Hoddleston, the |

conference was held in Harare,
Fimbabwe.

It brought together 300 South
Africans, from inside the country
and those i exile, and over 200
representatives of 150 organisations

the world.

Children and their mothers, repre-
sentatives of the ANC, Swapo and
Palestine Liberation Organisation,
UDF, lawyers, doctors, social
workers, religious bodies and
members of civic, youth, students,
women's organisations and trade
unions were there.

The ANC was represented by
Mational Exccutive members,
President Oliver Tambo, Thabo
Mbeki, Jacob Zuma, Ruth Mompati,
Getrude Shope, Thomas Nkobi,
Mzwai Piliso, Aziz Pahad, James
Stuart, Joc Slovo, and others from
different levels of the organisation.

Opcning the conference, Zimbabwe
premier Robert Mugabe said he
sincercly hoped the conference
would "enhance international
awarenecss of the terrible plight and
situation of the weakest and most
vulnerable of the South African
population, mamely the black
children, the most helpless victims of
the evil monster that is apartheid.

"It is they who are malnourished,
mis-educated and above all are daily
jailed, maimed and murdered by
Apartheid.™

“"When a regime refuses 1o release
an 11 year old child on bail because
this 11 ycar old child would be a
danger 10 the sccurity of the state,
then there must be something
drastically wrong with those adulis.

"No amount of propaganda will
distract us from removing this
grossly inhuman system of
apartheid,” said SA Council of
Churches general secretary Rev
Frank Chikanc.

For the first ime since emergency
regulations effectively barred press
coverage of detention, the
international community was able o
gain a deeper insight into life under

Apartheid's State of Emergency.
According 1o the government

statistics which give a partial
indication of violence against the
children, for the 1984-6 period, 300
were killed, 1000 wounded, 11000
detained without trial, 18000
arrested on charges arising out of
protest and 17300 were awailing trial
in police cells.

During the conference the Minister
of Law and Order telexed Dr Beyers
Naude, saying that less than 10
children were in detention. Naude
replied that “there shouldn't have
been one,”

Children who have been in detention
- some still living in SA and others
who have left the country - gave
testimony about their experiences.

Waller
Sisulu
Young Ple-
nears
waltlng for
thelr turn 1o
perform

at tha
Harare
conferance
closing
rally

Professionals such as doctors and
social workers who deal with ex-
detainees on a daily basis, gave a

scientific analysis of the harmful |

effects of detention on the young.
This was backed up by information
compiled by the Detainecs Parents
Support Commitice.

Members of liberation movements
spoke about how they cope with these
cffects in ex-detainces who go into
exile to join their ranks.

“The theme of this conference is
fitting and is taking place at avery
critical time in the struggle for
national liberation in Namibia and
South Africa,” said a Swapo
representative.

“We are fighting in order 1o create
conditions that would be conducive
o the care, protection and ul
development of children, so that
they may grow and reach adulthood.
The army of occupation destroys
schools, hospitals, clinics, leaving
black Namibian children without
facilities®.

He quoted from a Namibian child’s
statement: “The white soldiers
ordered a black soldier 1o make fire,
then the white soldier ordered me to
gil on the fire, but | refused. He
grabbed me and forcibly threw me
into the Mlames.” The child sustained
third degree bums.

The representative from the Soviet
Union said, “The South African
government refers w these
brutalised children as criminals. In
fact in South Africa there is only one
criminal, and that i the South
African government. These children
are heroes.”

Lisbet Palme, the wife of the late
former Premier of Sweden, Olaf
Palme quoted her husband: “A
system like apartheid cannot be
reformed, it can only be abolished. It
15 by taking joint responsibility that
we can conitribute towards abolishing
the apartheid sysiem. This sysiem can
live on because it gets support from
outside.

“If the support is pulled away and
tumned into resistance, Apartheid
cannol endure. If the world decides
to abolish apartheid, apartheid will
disappear”, she said.

South Africa’s destabilising role in
Southern Africa also had scverc
cffects on children. Palme quoted
from a speech by Mozambique's
president Chissano on a visil lo
Sweden: “Small boys between eight
and ten years of age were recruited

by the bandits. They were trained for
bestial acts - even W kill children and
WOmen.

“How can children perfoming those
acls ever grow up 1o human beings?
What can be a deeper degradation of
human dignity ™™

Al the conference’s closing rally
Zimbabwean university students,
pupils from Solomon Mahlangu
Frecdom College, the Walter Sisulu
Pioncers, choral groups and South
African artists staged a cultural
show.

Last 1o speak were President Oliver
Tambo and Angela Davis of the US
Commumist Party. "The children in
South Africa are refusing to adapt to
apartheid...we know that victory is
just over the horizon, South Africa
and Namibia will be free,” said
Davis.

A conference declaration read by
Dr Beyers Naude said: "We
condemn all those who collaborate
with the regime in execuling ils
policies; in particular the lawycrs
who lend legitimacy 10 an inhuman

in keeping secret the brutality against
children.

"We call upon the international
communily 1o scver all relations
with profess-ional bodics which fail
to condemn there praclices. We
commil oursclves 1o act in a
concericd way to keep the world
aware of the plight of South Africa's
children.

“We urge lawyers, medical practi-
tioners, social and religious workers
and all others whose work involves
special responsibilities for children,
to play a part in the struggle 1o
protect the children of South Africa
and help free them from apartheid.
"We appcal to the imternational
comm-unity to work for the
imposition of sanctions against the
regime, and urge all governmenis to

| declare their supporl for all those

—— e

who, cven al nsk 1o themselves, are
prepared to act in defence of the
children of South Africa.

Said Commonwealth Secretary
Ramphal: "We pledge oursclves
collecuvely and as individuals, 10 use
all our resources 1o work lowards the
realisation of a united non-racial and
democratic South Africa and
cnsure a speedy end to Apartheid
whose violence spares neither her
young - in South Africa, Namibia
and throughout Southern Africa.”

international links -
military, political, diplomatic,
sporting and cultural and so on.

white 5A and the rest of the world.
"These international links benefit
and strengthen apartheid,” say the

were umed off.

and stop support for apartheid.
SUCCESSES

The inlernational campaign of
solidarity with the people of SA and
the campaign to isolale apartheid has
scored a Jot of successes since 1959,
say the South Africans,

“The overwhelming majority of the

lpu'lhlgid and feels an obligation to
act against i.”

“This message has gone across the
globe - this is an important viclory
because it weakens apartheid and
makes it easier for South Africans Lo
remove iL”

“There is not a thinking person in
the world today who doesn't know
that it is wrong o play sport with,
maintain economic relations with, or
supply weapons o apartheid SA.

“Even the Apartheid government
has accepted that it has lost the battle
for the allegiance of the international
community.

“The SA government is fighting to
keep the allegiance of only a handful
of countries like the US, Britain,
West Germany, France, Israel and
Portugal.

“But as far as the rest of the world is
concerned, they don't even really
try. They know those countries are
against apartheid and can't be won
back.

GOVERNMENT REJECTED

“The SA government does not have
a scal in the United Nations General
Assembly, because the General
Assembly ook a formal decision that
this government is not Lative
of the people of SA and therefore
could not be part of the UN General
Assembly.

government of SA is formed which is
ﬂ! representative of the people of

“In the OAU and in the Non-
Aligned Movement there is no SA
government representative. The
liberation movement is there,
recognised as representing the people
ol SA.

“In the field of sport, SA is no
longer allowed in the Olympic
movement. [t has been expelled from
the Intermational Football
Federation. There are very many
other international bodics where the
apartheid government no longer
represents the people of SA.

SANCTIONS

Sanctions arc seen as central in the
isolation of apartheid.

“Everybody has responded to the
call made in 1959 for the
international community to cut off
links with apartheid: sanctions are
part of that process.

“There is virtually no country in the
world which has not, in an official
sense, imposed sanctions against
apartheid, but those sanctions are
necessarily enforced.”

“This is an important success,
because the principle of sanctions is
no longer contesied. What may be
contested is the extent of those
sanctions, their duration and so on.”

But even govemnments which oppose
sanctions, have i them. "Even
a country like the US has formally
imposed sanctions against apartheid.
And long before that, the US, Great
Britain, France and cv:r}rb:rdy else
had imposed an arms embargo

against SA as a result of a mandatory

South Africans. They argue that |
altempts to remove apartheid had o |
ensure that all its taps of support |

international community rejects |

“So that chair remains empty until a |

SOUTH AFRICA has a number of |
cconomic, |

"These links are not between SA and |
the rest of the world, but between |

“As carly as 1959 Chief Luthuli |
said that the world must act to isolate |

Anti-apartheid demonstrations,

International abhori

apartheid has sprea
world. But this
overnight. Saspu N¢
anti-apartheid activi
international campa
aparthe:d system.

Children, parents and teachers mar

resolution of the UN Security
Council.
PEOPLE'S SANCTIONS

Pressure from the ordinary people
of different countries has often been
key in pushing governments o Llake
action against apartheid. One

example was last years' US Congress
decision to impose limited sanctions.
“That decision did not come from
congressional reps and senators, it
came from the mass pressure ol the

US people.

“Representatives and senators began
o scc that their scats in Congress
depended o some exient on how they
addressed the question of Apartheid.
S50 they wok decisions in [avour of
SANCLONS,

“It has 1aken a lot of mobilisation
[rom groups opposing apartheid. As
people get 1o know about apartheid,
as they cngage in aclivities, a
powerful world anti-apartheid
movement has developed.

Increasingly in the last two years,
the idea of non-governmental
sanclions have been put (orward.

“Particularly in the major Western
couniries, we have mied o indicate o
ordinary people that they have a
responsibility to impose sanctions
and to not merely sit and wait and say
our governments must legislate for
SATICIIONS.

For example transport workers
refuse to handle goods to and from
SA, people withdraw their accounis
from banks that give loans o SA or
withdraw investments in companics
that have SA subsidiarics.

This, according 10 overscas sources,
is part of the pressure that resulted in
the US congress imposing sanctions.

“It was clearly a massive popular
campaign of people’s sanctions, of

from

idn'
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aigning agalnst Apartheid

I 1o r: 1. New York; 2. London - anti-Botha demonsiration; 3. Filipinos sgsinst Apartheid placard; 4. Call for sanctions; 5,6. Toronto sanciions demonstration;

OSS THE GLOBE

ence of

:I throughout the
| just happen

tional spoke to

sts about

gns to end the

ANC president Oliver Tambo
speaking at the United MNations
in Geneva last year.

Czechoslavakia. “When they arrived,
they found that there was a military
| guard of honour. The Treasurer

th against Apartheld in New York.

people not sitting and waiting for

govemmenis to legislate.”
General had o inspect the troops and
IMPACT OF SANCTIONS formally take the salute. Two

national anthems were played - the
Czech anthem and Nkosi

Anti-apartheid activists argue that,
SikeleTAfmnka.”

while the SA government may deny
it, the sanctions campaign has had an
important, though sometimes hidden,
impact. They see this as contributing
to the crisis of the apartheid system.,
“In 1985 the SA stock exchange and
foreign exchange transactions had o’
be closed because of action taken by |
American banks, by Chase |
Manhattan, not o extend loans 1o SA" |
“It is true that Chase Manhattan said
it was entirely a commercial
decision, but it is also true that it
lifted US public pressure on them o
stop extending loans 1o Pretoria.
This led w a crisis in South African |
business circles. :

®5Sweden has formal agreements
with the ANC. Every year the ANC

| negotiations to spell out a protocol.
This is signed by both sides along the
same lines as any other governmenl
which has relations with Sweden.

This recogninon of the ANC,
according 1w exiled activists, is a
recogmition of the legiimacy of the

SA. Lt is seen as an indication of the
success of the intermational campaign
o isolate the apartheid government.

“Once countries say the apartheid

"Maybe it was a coincidence, but state is illegitimate, then the political
. : . : Anti- heid hi forces Nighting for a democralic state

soon after that, a delegation ﬂ[| nii-apartheid march Iin London last year sre rocognised as the legitimate
S itimalte

|

businessmen, led by Gavin Relly | jn the US. They started saying, why | countries treat the issue of the i representatives of that future $tate.
|
|

went 1o meet the ANC. So it has an | re they being punished for the sins | apartheid’s legitimacy. Because they This internationsl meosmition of the
effect. . | of apartheid. reject its legitimacy, they ask who |,y rnpmscnul?fm of SA's
The blocking of loans o SA, have | =g, they won't talk about these | are the legitimate representatives of

| people also takes the form of official

M}'ﬁ cffect on the ap i ! things openly ) ying Ihgi ple of SAY" [ AMNC offices all over the world, with
i , to put forward the notion that we can | 2¢ @ number of countries have

It is predicted that in order 1© | g the storm ou” | gone beyond that 1o recognise the iﬁﬁ:ﬁmﬁf"m'“& accredited to
5!.1:5:;1.1'1 a c;::m_lfvf‘l of u:m‘mmrr:c The US also terminated SAA's | ANC as the legitimate representative The ANIg: hul of i d ughnul
1“: 1"1 jri 'i'l-'il ave tu l.':l cr | ] [':I"I.! ﬁghu. m . US_ l:.'l-r'IJ'H.'. P'UUPJE uf SA_II A m

interest rates three or four times | wga o hae heen din“vnl in all Some examples they cite are: Alfrica. Most of Western Europe has

. . X . , also piven this status o the ANC.
of schemes 10 lease out their aircraft | ..{h ) international occasions in E.'IITLEES gve. slie 10 n M ‘
lo various countries, so that SAA | Zambia attended by representatives India, Japan and Canada.

higher than the rest of the world,
MNobody is going to lend them money

H'I[:“ygluhfhm:f“?nﬁ: sorts of rates. ) Mies under the national flags of other | from different countries, the
e Sou rican government 15 | .o niries ” | Zambian stale flies the ANC flag
awarc that this is a cost on the | “The fact that they even went to | among all the other flags of the DIFFERENT APPROACHES
COOMOMY. court o sue the US government for | World. “They recognise it as the flag | o0 hardly any comner of the

"Even the limited sanctions that " | of FSA"

the termination of that contract the people of SA.
h been imposed h had P . . s s world that you can go where you
ave been imposcd have had an | jndicated that they know the impact | ®The ANC representative in the o Find ii-anartheid of

important impacl. The US sanctions, | ganctions have.” German Democratic  Republic : - >

for example, involved withdrawing = formally presents leners -l.'lrt:rl:il‘.‘.':'ll:u:. one I:I:r.ld_l:lr another,” say activists.

the S..':. nlélugu' quota, l]'uwi{;g the SIA SOME RECOGNISE THE ANC | like the ambassadors of any other “?;i" i:;lr{':th“;!:sl L:u[:‘f' :fﬂ:ﬁ':ﬁ:
ustry into a complet : country. .

bocaus. ould e b bl world [orces have different

bocause they would no longer be able - . . :
: ¥ E Sanctions are one reflection of how ®#50me ume back, the ANC a sches 10 the issbe.

o scll enormous quantities of sugar | \he overwhelmin majority of the | Treasurer General led a delegation 1o

and Swecden have bilateral |

forces that stand for a democratic I

pics: Alrapix

“The socialist countries have in
principle not had any relations of any
kind with SA for decades. So when
the demand comes, isolale apartheid
SA, it really applies to the Wesiern
counires which continue 1o maintain
these rclations,” say anti-apartheid
activisis. "The socialist, Alncan and
Non-Aligned countries go beyond
the point of saying we arc against
apartheid. They say we are for the
liberation of the oppressed people
and for the creation of a democratic
country.”

“They have not only imposed
ganclions and cul links 1o 1solate
apartheid, but they also give direct
assistance 1o the forces that are for
the creation of a democratic SA."

THE WESTERN POWERS

*The Western powers conlinue to
maintain extensive relations with
apartheid and give susienance o
apartheid. The call for sanctions is in
praclice directed wowards those
countries.

"At the same time their
governments and official institutions
don't assist the forces that are
opposed to apartheid to sirengthen
them in getting nid of the system.
"But non-governmental forces
provide non-military assistance
which might come in any [orm,
scholarships, assistance with food or
health or other elements.

“The Weslern powers have a
position that they musi influence the
outcome of the struggle in SA.

“In practice, they therefore don't
take the position that the apartheid
regime s illegitimate, we will cut
links with iL
“They say we will support the forces
of democracy but want 1o mainlain
contact with both sides of the
conflict. This is in order 10 influence
both sides 1w reach some kKind of
resolution which will 1o one extent or
another protect the perceived

| intcrests of the Western powers.”

The anti-apartheid activists say
there has been a lot of
“manocvening” by Weslern powers,
particularly on the gquestion of
negoliations. They have put forward
a position which counierposes

| sanctions and negotiations

“"The Western powers know that the
possibility of negotiations doesn't
exist but they raise it insistently,
partly 1o ensure that they don't have
o UMROSE SANCLIONS,

NEW DEVELOPMENTS

While major Western powers have
been anti- ANC, there have been new
developments on their approach to

| the ANC in the past 18 months.

| According 1o international analysis,

the Western powers have been forced
o recognise the AMNC's central
position in SA politics, whether they
recognise the legiumacy of the ARKC
oF Toil.

“For instance, ANC president
Oliver Tambo has had many
meclings with leading
representatives of various Western
powers. This represents a

®to page 21
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DAKAR

What was the significance
of the Dakar talks?

The Dakar discussions have 1o be
understoosd 10 the context of our
cllorts w reach into the white
population. We don’t recognise that

other white political for-mations
have an exclusive right of access 1o
the white population of our couniry.,

We are committed 10 a process of
expo-sing while South Africans to
the ideas of the movement, away
from racism and winning them

into the struggle.

The fact that we had so many of our
while compatriots, particularly
Alrikan-ers, wanting to meet the
ANC, was im-portant. And we
agreed on certain basic positions in
the course of the discussions.,

There were some who proceed from
a position of group rights and said
any resolution of the South African
problem must include this.

This we challenge very strongly.

should define the South African
population politically. There are two
contending forces - one a force for
racism and reaction and another onc
for democracy and progress.

understanding of the correciness of
this position among a lot of the
poople who came,

This is why they were prepared to
append their names to this
declaration which called for a united,
democratic and non-racial SA and
which spoke aboul one person onc
vole, This represented a defeat for
positions which speak about group
righis.

Those who go back and work, parti-
cularly in the white community,
winning over many more whites
towards those democratic positions,
o that extent they are helping the
democratic movement as a whole.
That is a very important contribution
to the liberation struggle.

What type of government
E‘:g envisaged for a future

The people who came from home
were mnterested in the views of the
movement on the question of forms
of government in a liberated SA.

The ANC does not have any consli-
tutional blueprint, that is lor the
people W decide. S0 we could not say
there will be two chambers of
parliament, elected on this or that
basis, or this is how con-stiluencies
will be structured and so on.

But it was important for us 1o define
certain things that we insist on, for
example the issue of a united,
democratic and non-racial South
Africa,

This means a complete rejection of a
notion of groups. And any new
constitutional structure would not be
based on groups. In a united,
democratic and non-racial SA we
would therefore recognise the rights

of individuals and not the rights of |

groups. This would mean a system of
one¢ person one vole and an
entrenched bill of rights w0 protect
the rights of individuals.

But we cannot have what Botha and
others are demanding - a bill of
rights that entrenches group rights of
groups. Because that, in our view,
perpetuates apartheid.

We also discussed the judiciary. If

you arc talking about an entrenched |

bill of rights, you need a judiciary | substantial resources in order 1o

that respects those rights.

In SA wday the judiciary has been

made part of the enforcement and
entrench-ment of the apartheid
system. It has to enforce apartheid
laws.

S50 you would have a translormation
of that judiciary o supervise and
ensure the protection of democratic
rights against any tendency to restore
privilege w the privileged sections of
OUr Community.

In that context we explained that the

We do not accept that is how we |

The joint communique released |
alter the talks reflected a genuine |

the National Party or any of these |

| Breylenbach

VMIORE THAN AN
OUTING IN AFRICA

towards democratic positions and |

The effects of the Dakar talks between the ANC and a delegatiun of mainly

white Afrikaners are being felt more than five mont

Here the ANC speaks about some of the issues covered in the talks.
Other issues we are unable to publish.

Clockwise: Group snapshot of
the delegates; a late
Er"id-nt of Burkina Faso,

ankara with ANC NEC
mamber Thabo Mbekl: Mbakl
and Beyers Maude lay
foundation stone of anti-
apartheld monument In
Onagadougouw; Afrikaner poet
ts off the
plane, Van Zyl Slabbert and
Alex Boraine in the
background.

ANC is saying there must be a
transfer of power to the people. We |
have never ever said there must be a
transfer of power o the ANC., We
say a ransfer of power 1o the people.
Let the people, let everybody
participate in this political process

and let the people exercise power.

Il they recognise and democratically |

choose ANC representatives to |
whatever structure of government,
that is for the people 10 decide.

What was discussed about
the post-apartheid economy?

There is an obvious need o radically
restructure the South African
economy, including the ownership of
that economy.

A5 a matter of wurgency, the
democratic government in SA will be
[aced with the task of atending 1o the
very enormous problems of the
impoverishment of the black people
in the country.

This is not an issue that could be
postponed. So much has 1o be done
about the standard of living of the
people. The government must
therefore be able to dispose of

altend o those questions.

One wouldn't expect the Anglo
American Corporation or any of
these companies (o suddenly become
charitable institutions. Their task is
to make profit, and they'll make

profit. They won't attend 1o the
millions of children who are
suffering from malnutrition.

The state has to do this. But where
does the state find the resources if
they are all in the hands of private
corporations? 5o in view ol the

practical needs of the democratic

revolution, you have to address the |
question of the ownership and
contro] of this economy.

This is what lies at the base of the
demand for a rakeover of the
monopolics in the country. This is
needed w address the issue of the
standard of living of the people. And
to break a very important hold that
these big corporations have on the
lives of the people.

Clearly a democratic South Africa

can never be truely democratic if
there are two or three boards of
directors which in fact decide the
lives of millions of people by virtue
of their control of important
economic resources. This is not
democratic.

We made the point that cven a
country like the US has anti-trust
legislation to stop the building up of
monopolies the size of the Anglo
American Corporation. It is clearly
undemocratic that half a dozen
directors should control the lives of
millions of people, because these
people's livelihood depends on the
AAC and s subsidiarics.

S0 we must break thal up. We must
address the issue of the racial
question and the national question
because that private economy is also

in white hands. We can't have a |

natiwonal democratic revolution
which does not address that elemenL
What we arc really putting forward

are the perspectives in the Fredom
Charter. 50 our second major point
was 0 reaffirm the position stated in
the Freedom Charter.

We have also stated that we firmly

- believe in a democratic process and

this whole matter has to be put to the
people. I there is 1o be a democratic
eléction, we say this is our platform,
elect ik on this basis. Anybody who
has a programme, let them put it 1o
the people and the people will decide.
We don't have a detailed plan with
regard to the forms of control and
ownership of this economy. IU's
obvious that the working class would
have to play a very imporiant and a
very central role in that process of

control and direction of the
CCONOMY.

But you also have a government, in
addition 1o a working class

movement, which must have a say in
the creation of wealth and in the
disposal of the wealth that is created.
All those different elements within
any sociely have a role to play.

In some countries there is

s later.

of this economy. This is a valuable
experiecnce. The SA cconomy is
intcgrated in a million ways. For
example, a decision taken by workers
in the East Rand has got 1o be related
1o a decision taken by the Richards
Bay dock workers who export what

the East Rand workers have
produced.
S0 the particular form of

participation for instance, of the
working class in the control and
management and direction ol this
economy is a very complicated
question. But the principle of it is of
course there - thal democratisation is

| not just democratisation of political

life, there also has 1o be
democratisation of the economic life.
Hence you need 1o address the
question of ownership.

If just over one thousand whiles own
the private cconomy, as is the case
now, and you leave thal intact, you
cant say you have democralised the

| l|3|iZII.I.I'I|.'F}".

democratic discussion w0 work out .

national economic objectives and
how these objpectives can be realised.
They don't just give it to a central
planning oflice 1o work it oul.

You need to say here is a proposal,
and gel a document distributed and
let it be discussed everywhere. This
is a form of participation by the
masscs of the people in the direction

What was the view on
the role of the delegates on
their return to SA?

What we expected of the people who
came from within the country 1o
Lyakar, 15 that all of them had
basically rejected the apartheid

| system, certainly in some of its forms

as il expresses racism and racial
domination. And the people who
came had rejected that. '
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So it was important, as we said o
them and we would repeat it, that
they must express that rejection of
racism and racial oppression in
struggle. They have got 1o make a
contribution, in practice, to end this
system o which they say they are

S0 in our discussions the item called
strategies for change was put first on
the agenda.

Because clearly we couldn't just be
discussing  post-apartheid
constitutions and post-apartheid
ecoriomies. We had to look at how do
we actually get to a situation where
we can draw up a post apartheid
economy. It can only be through
struggle. That is why the bulk of the
ime was spenl on discussing the
question of strategies for change -
how do we get rid of this system
which all of us say we are opposed
o?

We would therefore expect that
when the people went home they
would, for one thing, try to share
their experience with the while
community and what they learnt
there. We are not saying they should
act as propagandists for the ANC, but
1o tell the truth as they saw it

Apart from this educational work |

among the white population, we
made the point very clearly that they
themselves need 1o define their own

positions as to practically, what do |

they do to advance the general

democratic struggle. And they must |

Above: Mbeki
and local youth

plant & tree in Onagadougou;
another group ple.

advance it, not as a seperale, parallel
white force, but within the context of
the democratic movement. Not as
some force that stands there on ils
own, but as part of the democratic
forces.

For example, the university law
professors, can introduce the
Freedom Charter 1o their students.
Because you can’t discuss future legal
sysiems and so on without this. Let
them discuss and debate it, compare
it with whatever other proposals.

This is a practical contribution they |

could make. Some people there were
film makers. What is their
responsibility as a film maker who is
against apartheid

against apartheid, and so0 on.

Many of the people who came left |

with some conviction that they
discovered that they did indeed have
a relevance to the democratic
struggle. And having understood the
necessity for themselves to elaborate
ways and mecans and methods of
involvement in the struggle, this
releases ther own imitative,

- make films |
| that takes place in our country. The

Has this been effective?

Dakar, Senegal -Grethe Fox,

Trudie de Ridder and Hardy
Botha read the Dakar
daily newspaper along with
‘.rlHG ::]ug l'l'lll'l'l-hlﬂl Aziz
Pahad and Tony

Trew,

Mac Maharaj,
ANC »sxec,
chats with delegales.

T

requests from the white community
o address them on what transpired in
Dakar. Some people have about &0
meetings lined up to the end of the
year to address whites who want 1o
know what the movement said. Some
are going around talking to while
farmers who also want 1o know,

An important process of education
of the white community is taking
place. Part of its importance is
because it 15 being cammed out by
people who are accepted, respected
and known in the Afrikaner
community. They are Afrikaners,
professionals, establishment people.
It is unlike if we came, the Afrikaner

| community would say this is one is

just making propaganda.
But when this process is carmied out
by someone from their community,

| in the end it gets people 1o say why

have we been misinformed all these
years? And now you will have an
Afrikaner professor going around
saying what you have been told about
the ANC is not true, that is not what
the ANC stands for. That is very
imporiant.

Given the Reagan
administra-tion's negative
attitude towards the ANC,
how do you view their
applause of the Dakar talks?

Reagan had no altemative really. The
US administration has been arguing
in favour of a negotiated settlement
of the South African question.

The talks were not negotiations, but
the fact was that the ANC was
talking to these white South Africans,
and they clearly couldn't say they are
against il.

The second element is that the
Reagan Administration would like 10

| distort this process of the ANC

mobilising the white community and
confine us only to that.

They want 1o say look, why don't
you abandon everything else because
here is a way out, you can talk. Stop
fighting and continue with the whole
process and everyone will come o
common positions and apartheid will
BO away.

The Reagan Administration wants o
be part of the process of any change

letter Reagan wrole to the President
of Senegal welceming these
discussions, was part of that process
of the US administration placing
itself in such a position that we
should consider it relevant to the
process of change, as a supportive
force.

They want to be part of the process
at all umes because they naturally
wani to influence any change in SA in

| accordance with their own inlerests.

An important feature of the Dakar |
lalks is that there has been enormous

interest among the people in the |
country, particularly the white |
population, in what happened in |
Dakar.
A number of delegates who came to
Dakar have been inundated with

In the end, from our experience,
everybody in the world, the socialist
countries, everybody, was pleased.
The OAU summit congratulated the
ANC on the Dakar initiative. The

| only person in the world who wasn'l

plecased was Botha, for obvious
TEaSOns.

Support for democratic
SA around the world

efrom page 19

recognition by the Western powers
that you can't resolve the South
African question without the ANC.
“These relations and contacts do not
necessarily reflect a change of
attitude, but they represent a
recognition of the political reality in
SA that the ANC is a central factor 1o
the resolution of the problem.”
Anti-apartheid activists say that this
recognition and contact is not aimed

al supporting the struggle of the |
of SA

"It is aimed at positioning these
Western powers so that they are able
to influence developmenis in SA in a

direction which, in their calculation, |

would help protect and defend their
interests.”

Despite this, they see the new
developmenis as an important
viclory.

PUPPET OF MOSCOW

The Western powers, like PW
Botha, have for many years said that
the ANC is a puppet of Moscow and
that it should therefore be opposed.

"Only a few years ago the Reagan
administration wouldn't
anything to do with the ANC because
they sad it was terronist and a puppet
of Moscow and so on.”

“That strategy has failed. Because of
the way the South African struggle
has developed they have felt

have |

| partics, political parties of that

compelled to deal with the ANC at |

official levels. Al the same time they
have continued Lo campaign 1o say
the ANC iz communist dominated,
it's a puppet of Moscow and all that.”

TAMBO MEETS SHULTZ

When Tambo met Shultz, the US
Secretary of State carly this year,
Shuliz is said to have questioned the
nature and extent of the ANC's
relations with Moscow.,

Journalists say Tambo informed
Shultz that he had had a meeting with
Soviet Communist Party general
secretary Gorbachev two months

| against anybody else.

earlier., Tambo had understood from |

Gorbachev that the Soviet Union did
nol pursue special interests in
Southern Africa.

In its conduct in the region it was
not acting in competition with the
US. But as far as SA was concerned,
the USSR was opposed o apartheid
and supported the ANC because it
thought that apartheid should end.
Tambo is said 1o have put 1o Shuliz
that the ANC hears that the US
administration is opposed 1o
apartheid, says apartheid must go and
to that extent supportied the
democratic perspective for SA.

*Tambo therefore suggested that the
US administration get in touch with
the Soviel government 1o see in what
ways they could join hands to get nd
of a sysiem which they both agree
should go.”

“The point was made very clearly
that, as with other Southern African
countries, the ANC doesn't want the
East-West conflict injected into
struggles taking place in the region,
and that the important thing was the
liberation of the people of SA. Il the
US and the USSR could join hands o
assist in achieving that objective as

" s0 on. There are many other such

| because of their willingness 1o go any

quickly as possible, it would be
welcomed.

Anti-aparthecid activisis saw the
proposal as confronting the charge
that the ANC was a puppel of
Moscow.,

“The responsibility was put on the |
US administration to act logether
with the Soviet Union againsi
apartheid.”

NEW SYSTEM OF
INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS

“"A new system of international
relations is being built between the
people of SA and the rest of the

world.
“These relations at present include
relations with a couniry's

government, with the democratic

country, their trade union
movement, religious formations, the
popular organisations of the youth,
women and o0 on, and with the Anti-
Apartheid Movements in those
COUnines.

“These are the type of intemational
relations which a democratic SA will
inherit - not a system based on
ideological allegiances, but based on
the people of SA’s own programme,
the Freedom Charter.

“I's a system of relations with
people who are in favour of
democracy, non-racialism,
independence, national sovereignty,
the right to sclf-determination,
peace, and equal co-operation among
the peoples.™
“Those are the only principles
which govern the formation of this
system of imternational relations.
Because the partners in the struggle
against apartheid themselves have a
view that SA must become this
united, democratic, non-racial
independent non-aligned country,
peaceful and not commitling war

“That system is being bom, and it is
clear for anybody o see, that it is not
focussed on building up a special
relationship with the USSR.

“There is a special relationship with
the USSR because of its assistance in
the struggle against apartheid. But
equally there is a special relationship
with Sweden, with Zambia, India and

countrics in the world who have a
special relationship with the people
of SA, because of their involvement
in their struggle, because of their
understanding of their cause and

distance to ensure that the
perspective of a democratic SA
succeeds.

"It was important to suggesi Lo
Shuliz that it would be perfectly in
order and desirable that they and the
USSR should act together 1o get rid
of Apartheid.

“It's not in the interests of SA's
people o get dragged into a conflict
between two major powers,
scrambling over the future of our
country. We want their support. But
the futare of our country and the
future of the region of Southern
Africa must be detcrmined by the
people of the region.”

“Therefore we wouldn't in any
scnse accepl a situation of domination
by anybody.”
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Cosatu and NUNW allies in trenches of struggle

STRONG ties of solidarity and unity
between Mamibian and South Alncan
workers are growing daily, said
Mamibian trade wnmion leader and
former Robben [sland prisoner, Ben
Uulenga .

Addressing the Cosalu national
congress on behalf of the National
Union of MNamibian Workers
(NUNW) he said this unity was born
and was growing in the workers
struggle against a common cnemy.

“In Namibia we don't see your
struggle as isolated from ours or
ours from yours. We see our
struggle as one united struggle
against exploitation and oppression.
“"We are allies in the trenches of
struggle,” he said.

Uulenga, whose words were
enthusiastically received by the 1500
‘delegates at the congress, ook back
1o the workers of Namibia pledges of
increased support from Cosa.

The Congress noted the “historic
resurgence 1n worker resistance
leading to the formation of Nafau,
Mun, Manwu and the revival of the
National Union of Namibian
Workers.,"”

Cosatu declared its “preparedness 1o
take solidarity action if the NUNW
or any of itz affiliates come under
attack™ from either the employers,
the interim administration or the SA
government.

The congress resolution noted the
continued colonisation of Namibia by
the apartheid government, the
suppression of the Namibian people’s
organisation, Swapo, and the
imposition of a puppel interim
regime on the people of Namibaa.

Cosatu condemned and rejected “the
notorious linkage of the decolonisa-
tion process of Namibia to the issue

Workers march home after May Day rally in Katatura.

of Cuban troops™ ana “atiempis to
promote collaborationist unions o
counter the cfforts of NUNW®.

‘The congress also resolved 1o:
@®lully support the campaign 1o
implement UN resolution 435 as a
step towards establishing true
MNamibian independence.

@®fully support NUNW and its

affiliates to gain full recognition in
the [actonies, shops and mines where
they are orgamsed.

@promote all forms of material
support, educational training and
resources o consolidate NUNW and
its affiliates.

®to encourage its alfiliates 1o build
concrete links and offler concrele

support o the alliliates of NUNW in
each industnal sector.

In his speech, Uulenga said the
Cosatu congress was laking place al a
difficult and testing moment in the
struggle of South African and
MNamibian workers.

Commenting on the State of
Emergency and attacks on Cosatu, he

said, Namibian workers and people
as a whole were [acing the same type
of repression.

“There are raids against the workers
daily, in Namibian townships, espec-
ially Katatura and Luderitz. Workers
are dying.”

"Ta Cosalu comrades 1n this hard
struggle, we in NMamima pledge our
solidarity and full co-operation. In
Namibia we also cry an injury to one
is an injury to all.”

Autacks against Cosam had failed o
break it, he said. "In the past few
months you have succeeded in
emerging strongly and more uniled
in the face of repression”

"The formation of new industrial
unions s enough prool of your
determination,” he said.

The struggle of SA workers led by
Cosalu was an important part of the
mmlecnational struggle against the
world sysiem of exploitation, he said.

"We know racial oppression has the
cooperation and assistance of the
giant imperialist states of USA,
Britain and others.”

European, Asian, Latin American
and African workers were facing
imperialist aggression.,

Altempts to undermine the freedom
of Angola, Mozambique and other
frontline states also had the support
of imperialist forces.

He said the Namibian people had
long been lighting against colonialist
exploitation and repression. Under
Swapo's leadership workers were
participating in this and marching
forward, he sand.

“In the past two yecars Namibian
workers have taken delermined steps
1o organise more fully so they can
contribute in a grealer way o
liberation, progress and socialism.™

ALL FRONTS FOR

Namibia's
liberation struggle
is gaining more
muscle as
different sectors
of the Namibian
people get
organised.

NAMIBIAN workers sec their
struggles for improved working
conditions and betler wages as an
intergral part of the struggle for the
immediate and total hberation of
Mamibia from colonial occupation.
Saspu MNational spoke to NUNW
leaders about Swapo and
organisation in the communities.
They said the demand for the
liberation of Mamibia is foremost in
the minds of workers. And many
NUNW members are also Swapo
members or supporters and sce the
union as complementing Swapo.

“The main problem is that Namibia
is a colony of South Africa. For
more than 100 years we have been a
colony.”

"So0 in Mamibia workers issues are
connected 1o the colonial system, it is
mixed with the desire of all

Namibians to be independent.”
SWAPO

“If we look at our history, Swapo is
the only liberanion movement in
MNamibia enjoying mass suppori.
Over the years Swapo has proved
itself and its committment w struggle
until victory is achieved.”

The union leaders were very critical

Spectlator at Swapo rall
shol

of other political groups operating in
Namibia saying, "they pretended 1o
be part of the liberation movement
and now history has proved they are
not.”

“If they are scrious about liberation,
they should join Swapo as a
progressive [orce. The struggle
shouldn’t remain in splinters.”
Swapo's key aims and objeclives
include:

®To fight relentlessly for the
immediate and total liberation of
Namibia from colonial and
imperialist occupation.

®To ensure that a people's
government exercises effective
control over the means of production
and distribution and pursues a policy
which facilitates the way to social
ownership of all the resources of the
couniry.

Politicisation of the Namibian
masses and the development of mass
organisation are key aspecis of

In Arandis near Swakopmund after being
¥ police rubber bullets.

Swapo's political programme, said
the umon leaders.

"The whole masses of the people
must be involved. Their contribution
is vital to end colonialism and
establish a people’s government. So
we need conscientisation,
mobilisation and organisation in such
a way that in all fields people know
their role and contribution -
especially the workers and the youth
in the forefront.”

"So Swapo's political programme
addresses itsell o fighting for
national independence as a means o
aquire power to be ulilised in
continuing the struggle to reorganise
society, The struggle does not end
afler independence - Swapo has the
arm of building scientific socialism.”
"The working class, the mosi
exploited group, is the only one
which has the potential 1o change
sociely.”

“S0 in our whole analysis we are not

Police keep waich at rally.

just looking for a black government
that is different in colour from the
previous government. The aim is not
only to end South African
occupation. The aim is 1o reorganise
socicty 5o that we end exploitation by
overthrowing the whole system of
capitalism. “To achieve this, Swapo
will have 1o develop beyond what it
is today and be transformed into a
working class party capable of
changing the whole society.”

SWAPO STRUCTURES

Swapo has a number of structures
and these include the Swapo Youth
League, Women's Council, the
Elders Council and a cultural group
called Bazuka. There arc also Swapo
branches throughout Namibia in
places like Tsumeb, Walvis Bay,
Luderitz and Windhoek.

“Swapo’s stronghold 15 in Katatura
near Windhock where an estimated

75% of residents are members.”

The township is divided into
different sections. "Each section
holds general meetings and
representatives from the different
scctions meet regularly.”

These structures were developed at
a time when Swapo meetings were
banned.

"While Swapo meclings are now
officially legal, they are still
elfectively banned. Meetings are
broken up by police, with no
provocation and without the
government laking legal steps o stop
them”, says a union leader.

KATATURA PETITION

Workers in Katatura have not
conflined their struggles to the
factory [loor.

“Anger was sparked when a 43%

®to page 24



NUNW and MUN leader
Ben Uulenga: “ln the
past wo years
Hamibian workers

have laken determined
sleps 1o organise more
fully so they can
confiribute in a greater
way lo liberation,
progress and
socialism.”

SWAPO cnjoys cnormous supporl
from the Namibian masscs, says
Swapo spokesperson Ghiteb,

He wid Saspu National, “The people
of Namibia know that Swapo is their
movement and their iberator. Even
the white population, especially the
German and English speaking
people, are now joining the
movementl. The so-called ‘mtenim
government has no support ~, he
said.

Declegations of busincssmen,
academics and prolessionals had also
mel Swapo to discuss the situation in
Namibia,

Ghitch says Swapo welcomes whilcs
into the organisation as they are also
Namibians. "QOur struggle is not
against them but against the apartheud

NAMIBIA
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Swapo supporlers al Swapo rally

The people's movement in Namibia

“Angola is a sovercign stalc and the
Cuban presence in that country has
nothing o do with the Namibian

system imposed by Pretoria and its
illegal occupation of Namibia in
defiance of the international
community”, sail Ghich.

He blames the SA government and
the Reagan Administration [or
delaying the implementation of
United Nations Resolution 435. This
is because they know Swapo would
win any open clection in Namibaa.,

"Our movement has been calling lor
a ceaselire from the Preloria
govemmentl. Nujoma called for this
again recenily, and said he is
prepared to meet them. But the Botha
government is not prepared o do
this,” he said.

One delaying Lactic, says Ghilcb, is
linking the Namibian question 1o the
withdrawal of Cubans from Angola.

Namibian workers
are getting organised

NAMIBIA'S wrade union movement
s scl 1o become a powerful weapon
in the country’s liberation struggle.

The National Union of Namibian
Workers (NUNW)Y  has  three
alfiliated indusirial trade unions with
an estimated membership of over

SUBMMD,

The KUNW is affiliated w the South
West Alnican People’s Organisation
iSwapn), and struggles waged by
workers on the facwory Moor are scen

issue. It 15 nidiculous o link
independence with the Cubans in
Angola”, he said.

“Our struggle in Namibia has been
going on since 1945 and the Cubans
only came to Angola in 1974. So
what has the Cuban withdrawal from
Angola w do with the Namibian
issue”, he asked.

He said Angola had [irmly
supported the Namibian liberation
struggle by giving sanctuary lo
MNamibians and providing relugcee
camps. This had mcant Angola
suffered frequent attacks from South
Alrican forces.

| in places

as part of the intensification of the
struggle for Namibian independence,
Altempts o build the rade unmion
movement in Namibia started in
1969 when Swapo set up a Labour
Department (o train unionists.

This was [ollowed by massive
vontract workers' strnikes aa 1971,
Bot it was only towards the late
seventics that workers organisation
began o get off the ground in the
1.'|.'||J!I'|1r}'.

In February 1978 workers an
Windhock staged a general strike in
prostest against the shooting of 26
WK UTS,

“For the Nirst ume in 1978 atlemps
were made o organise the workers.
This was the ume when somcthing
could be done o assist workers Lo
organise  themselves into  trade
unions”, says Namibian Food and
Allied Workers Uniom (Nafau)
gencral secretary, John Pandeni.
Workers committees were formed
and  afliliated themselves
Matwonal Union of Namibian
Workers (NUNW) Al the nime
NUNW was a general umion with
branches in the main wwns and
s,

The SA government tricd 1o counter
the NUNW's growing influcnce by
changing labour laws. Unions with
“political alfiliations’ were refused
registration and denied legal
negotiating rights.

But the NUNW continued 1o grow
rapidly and there were a seres ol
sieches on magor mines g luding
Tsumeb.

“"But before the [ederation could
consolidate  nsell, there was a
clampdiown aimed al supressing iis
b.'lﬂ'-'-lh," SAVS Pandent, “LUnion
ullicials and leaders were ammested
and jailed, material was conliscated
andd union ofTices closed down.”™
“Then there was a lull i the
workers movement. Apart from the

ongoing initiatives from Swapo,

nothing was done directly o orgamse
workers on the shoplloor™.

“In late 1985, a group of Swapo
members came together o seriously
consider ways ol re-organising
wiorkers o lake a leading role in the
simuggle.”

"A  steering commillee was
cstablished the following year to
revive the trade unions. The
committee began by establishing
contact with workers, They discussed
with workers and explained the
necessily and importance of trade
umons, the workers struggle and
orgamsing themselves W improve
their life and their conditions, Thas
led 1w the formation of workers'
committees in different industries.”

“"We started by considering the
strategic industries, Tor example
food, We organised strongly there,
like Swavleix meat
processing, (Okahandja Brewenics,
and others in Windhoeck  and
Swakopmund”, explaincd Panden.
"Mamaibia 15 not highly
industrialised and we have o rovel
long distances because actorics and
olher places are scattered all over.
Small owns wsually have only one
butchery and one bakery, so in most
industrics we concentrated in
Windhoek".

Through hard work and consisient
organising, workers commillecs
were established at workplaces
throughout the food industry.

By Scpltember 1986 it was fell the
time was right. For the first time,
representatives of 600 workers in
the food and beverage industry came
logether at a congress o oflicually
launch Nafau. A central committee
wiat cleeted and later a mational
exccutive, Membership ligures have
riscn sharply and Nalau now has
over 1M members.,

tir the |

| wurkers,

The organisers also gave atlention W

the mining and metal industrics and
woarkers commitlecs were scl up in
every mune. This laid the basis for
the launching of the Mineworkers
Union of MNamibis (MUN) on 23
Movember last  year with a
membershop of TINMM),

In May this year the Meial and
Allicd Namibian Workers Union
(Manwu) was also launched with
delegates  from 31 workers
committces. Manwu has already
grown Lo about 40 workers
committces  and membership s
eshimated at between X and
T1{HKK],

Nafau, MUN and Manwu are all
alfiliated w the NUNW which s
heing run by the stecring commillee
sct up in 1986, The objective is that
the NUNW should linally comprise
of wnions in all industnes.

Workers  commitices and
shopstewarnd councils ane also being
sl up i the public sector including
the municipalitics, post oflices and
railways. Onee organisation is strong
endtigh, nabional unions will also ke
launced in these seciors.

NO EASY ROAD

The task of sctiing up the unions was

nol an casy onc. Manwu sccrelary
gencral, Barnabus Tjizu, says this
was achieved through sheer luck and
determimation,

Bontaslly, pooarles Biasd Peeen organisang
frodn their homes because there were
no of Tices.

"When we staried sciling up
wiorkers' commitices, no-one had
Pasic tranmimg in orgamsmg amd irads
uniomisn, but we Felt that sometnng
must be done. We had no funds and
our Deld workers had o o withouw
pay or allowance [or cight manths,
Unly last year some comrades came
w Cosatu to sce how they organise,
andd got some training ", he said.

Despite the dilficulties, Namibian
umiomsts have contnued o org anise
the workers relentlessly.

PUPPET UNIONS

Another  problem NUNW
organisers [aced was the legacy of
Puppl unions.,

Said Thieu: "These unions were nol
working for the benefit of the
The organiscrs
stealing workers’ money, handing
oul membership cards but doing
nothing. S0 we had w prove o the
workers that we are worlds apar
from  these other people who came
Ly thiem”™.

"Now the trade union is well
established and workers are coming
o the ofTice in great numbers. This
imeludes  even  workers  an
government controlled sectors hike
hospitals™, Poor working conditions
and low wages 15 one major reason
for the rapid growth of the NUNW,

Estimated wages in the [ood
industry arc between R 150 and R 18D
a month and less than R100 on the
railways. Municipal workers get a
nctl salary of R38 alter deductions
for accomodation had been made.
Building construciion 18 cven worse,
with workers getung 4lc an hour -
about R76 a month.

Apart [rom wage increases, key
workers demands are:
®Cvertime pay
@ Transport allowance w and [rom
wisrk
#Mhaternuy leave
®HRcecognition of democratic trade
unions. Al present, none of the
MUMNW wunions have recogmilion
agreements. Management will only
talk o registered trade unions.

®to page 24

Wy




SASPU NATIONAL 24

efrom page 22

bus lare mcrcase, coming alter
increases  [or  services, was
announced.” said the unjon leaders,
"Mcanwhile, workers” wages had
only increased by about 10% or even
less.”

A large meetung was held in
Katalura and a petition, listing
people’s demands and gnievances was
drawn up.

Acuvists wenl door w door and
collected 12 OO0 signatures which
were presenicd o the mavor and the
advisory boards.

“People involved in labour and in
the liberation movemenl, are laking
up the grievances of the community,
coming up with a plan of action.
Community issucs also succeed in
muobilising the workers around daily
issues that aflect them.”

"For us in the labour movement, we
may iniliale action around a
communily issue. Once the people
stand up and take it, then we fall back
because we have much work 1o do in
building the union.”

UNEMPLOYED

Workers in Katatura are also
assisting the unemployed.

“The ranks of the unemployed have
been swelled by people who run
away [rom the North down to the
city in Windhock because of the war
there. Their Nelds have been burmit
down or run over by casspirs.”
“There are developments in the
communily and structures are
coming up. People are being
organised. Some can’t get jobs
because they are Swapo members,”
Waorkers living in a hostel in
Katatura township tried 1o take up
the unemployment problem -
estimated 1o be more than 50% in the
ATCH.

"Comrades in the hostels advised
these people 1o sell food, soap and
other items and they will get their
support because people will no
longer buy from town.,

“Now all over Katatura you find
scll-employed pcople with plates
selling food and other ilems,
hackyard mechanics, pannel beaters
and s0 on."”

"Workers realised that the
government can't provide them with
anything. 5o they have tried in their
own way 1o solve iL”

The government replied by
invading the hostel in Katatura in
June. A large contingent of soldicrs,
police and Koevocts surmmounded the
hostels and many people were
detained and some were injured as
the hostel was combed.

TSUMEB CONSUMER
BOYCOTT

In another development, members
of the Mineworkers Union of
MNamibia initiated a consumer boycoll
in Tsumeb in June. They were
protesting aganst low wages, high
prices of basic necessities including
food, and demanding an end to the
war.

"Workers had gricvances not only
linked to the mine, but related 1o the
whole buying system in Tsumeb.”
“People only bought in the township
and the boycott received massive
support from the residents.”

"The miners want to show the

efrom page 23

@Public holidays. For the [irst time
this year about 35000 workers
throughout Namibia held massive
May Day rallies in places like
Tsumeb, Windhoek, Swakopmund,
Luderitz, Oranjemund and
Marienthal.

Already workers in different parts
of the country have staged

solidarity strikes. When workers
organiscd by Nafau at the Swavlcis
meal  processing  factory in
Okahandja went on strike,
managemen! closed the factory and
transferred slaughtered catile 1o
Swavleis in Windhoek:

NAMIBIA

Two faces of Namibia: Swapo flag raised above
a 10000 strong crowd at Swapo rally in Katatura;
Tanks in the Northern war zone.

conditions they are living in. They
are putling their demands 1o the mine
management, the business people,
who also employ some of the
workers, and the government. They
want to pressurise business people 1o
put pressurc on the management and
the government.”

As the boycoll was having ils impact
felt, 4 600 workers at three Tsumeh
copper mines went on strike in what
is believed to be the biggest in
Namibia's labour history since the
seventies.

The miners were demanding:
@120/ wage increases
@A 45 hour working week

®paid annual leave

@®(rce mattresses [or conrcle slabs in
the hosicls

®an end to the contract labour
sysiem

®an end 10 racial discrimination
@®an unequivocal statcment from the
company slating ils opposition Lo the
war waged by South Alnca in the
north of Namibia.

SWAPO YOUTH LEAGUE

The youth are seen as a key seclor of
organisation and have played a key
role in the growing resislance in
Namibia.

Workers unite in NUNW

But fellow Mafau workers there said
they wouldn’t touch anything from
Okahandja. They stopped working to
pressurise management to meet the
demands.

HOSTILE BOSSES

While Mamibian workers have
welcomed the NUNW unions with
open arms, the bosses are openly
hostile. And they don't hesitate to call
in Kocvoel, the army and the police
when faced with united worker
demanis.,

“Bosses would chase us away, they

won't even listen or give us a chance
to approach the workers. So we
contact the workers during their
lunch break, and speak to them in
groups. The main aim is to lalk o the
workers and we use every possible
means o achieve that”, said a
unionist.

WORKERS WANT
LIBERATION

In Namibia, workers' issues are not
seperaie from the siruggle for
liberation, say NUNW organiscrs.

"Whatever they achicve in the

“There was a time when Swapo
meelings were bannced and the Youth
League played a very important role
in forcing the government 1o reverse
the decision.”

"The Swapo Youth League is not
only o organise Swapo members -
their aim is o organise the
unorganised youth. They are
engaged in different projects and
groups in the community.”

“There are no full-time [icld
workers and the youth arc always
willing to help out during their free
time. They also hold seminars,
workshops and group discussions.”

“"They are building consciousness

labour movement in terms of betier
wages and working conditions, the
demand for the liberation of Namibia
iz foremost in workers' minds.”

“Workers in Namibia have made the
same demands as Swapo. These
include the implementation of the
United Nations resolution 435 1o end
the war and the withdrawal of the
South African [forces from
MNamibia®.

“The movement’s aims arc [irst and
foremost. Most union members are
also Swapo members or supporiers.
The NUNW says the betier the
workers are organised, the more
they can correctly play their role in
the struggle. ;

and  politica. waderstanding and
theory. They are the people who will
lead in the future, so it is vital that
they make themselves aware.”

“The youth form the backbone ol
the Liberation Army (PLAN) as they
constitlute the greater part of the
lighters.”

“They played a vital role in
orgamising trade umons and have
been supportive during sinkes.”

"The government’'s homeland
policy has failed because the youth
have always been in the [orelront of
the baitle 1w oppose the move.”

WOMEN

Women in Namibia are scen 1o have
an imporiant role and are organised
in the Swapo Women's Council.

“The task of the Swapo Women's
Council is 1o organise women as par
of the oppressed community to take
part in the liberation struggle.

“Alrican women are still rated as a
posscssion and there is the long
history of looking down upon them.
It is the task of women comrades Lo
liberate other women from the idea
that they are minors and arc only
good 10 make children and stay at
home."”

“The problem s similar
everywhere. Women are oppressed
exploited by the bosses and the
capitalist system. Women are also
discriminated against, exploited and
oppressed by men. They get less
education arc not given the chance 1o
prove their worth.”

“We have w overcome these
problems and the solution must come
from both sides. Women must
participate and men must accept them
as cquals.”

"The opportunity must be given to
all without discriminating on the
basis of sex. In Swapo, women are
mvloved in all seclors - they are
fghters, political organisers and
mechanics and on the battle held,
they light alongside men.”

EDUCATION

On the education front, the pro-
Swapo Namibian National Student
Orgamisation (NANSO) is organising
students.

Bui they face an extremely hostile
attitude from the authoritics and in
some cases they are banned from
going into the schools.

“There have been altecmpls by pro-
governmenl minorily groups Lo
block Nanso's activities by creating
opposing student bodies. But they
were never seen in action and soon
collapsed, now just a few names

main.”

"Students have rejected the
government school curmmiculum and
in some privale schools, people have
started looking at history from the
perceplion of the oppressed. People
have staried looking back into our
history noting evenls such as
Kassinga Day."

Alicrmative education is beginning
o emerge.

"Comrades abroad have started
writing history and social study
books from the perspective of the
oppressed and others are receiving
traming there.”

“The liberation process should go
along with training to enable people
o be capable of Laking over.”

The education level is very low in
Namibia and the churches are
helping out in running pre-schools
because this is one arca neglected by
the governmenit.

“But this is changing. A group of
women in Windhock, who were fired
from their jobs becausc of their
political activilies, are now
organising literacy classcs for kids of
our comrades.”

Omne of the women, who only studied
up to Standard 7, started tcaching the
children English and people’s history
which deals wilth people's heroes,
Swapo - its symbols and slogans.

“The liberation of Namibia gocs
beyond physical liberation of thai
couniry. It includes menial
liberation.” .
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Playing South Africa’s game‘?

dnint Swazi-SA camp algln to smash

C operations in Swaz

and have led

to allegations that the country is fast
becoming SA's favourite bantustan.

TENSION is mounting over
Swaziland's growing collaboration
with South Africa.

Since the death of King Sobhuza Il
in 1982, there have been widespread
reports uf killings, abductions,

. arresis, seizure of arms
and trials ﬂf ANC members in
Swaziland. And South African agents
mu:dmh:ﬂ:nhumgnm
Swaziland.

“South African agents and MNR
bandits move freely and heavily
armed while ANC members have 1o
hide from Swazi police and army”,
smd one observer.

These developments are contrary (o
Swaziland’s historical ties with the
ANC. In 1912 Swaziland's queen
regent or Indlovukazi, as she known,
represented Swaziland at the
founding conference of the South
African Nalive Mational Congress,
renamed the ANC in 1923,

Swaziland and the ANC maintained
these ties and when the organisation
was banned in 1960, it relied on
moral, political and material support
from frniendly countries abroad.

When Swaziland gained indep-
endence from Britain in 1968, the
legacy of support for the ANC
contineed and it gave sanctuary Lo
South African exiles.

King Sobhuza is known to have had
cordial relations with the former
general secretary of the South

African Communist Party (SACP)

the late Moses Mabhida.

During Sobhuza's reign there was
only one reporied abduction of two
ANC members from Swaziland 1o
South Alfrica. The Swaziland
government protested vehemently 1o
Pretoria saying it viewed the action
as “a violation of the territorial
_integrity of our country”.

The two abducted ANC members
were Joseph Nduli and Cleopus
Ndlovu, UDF co-president Curnick
Ndlovu's brother. They were
convicted of treason in 1977 along
with Harry Gwala, Meyiwa,
Mdlalose, Nene and Xaba and are
now serving life sentences on Robben
Island.

"King Sobhuza was a diplomat. He
did not offer military bases 1o the
ANC, but at the same time he didn't
hinder iits day to day activities”, said
a Swazi cilizen,

Sobhuza's funcral was aticnded by a
high powered ANC delegation
including President Oliver Tambo
and Mabhida. Ironically, not far

from them sat the SA government
delegation led by Forcign Affairs
Minister Pik Botha.

Bitter power struggles for control
of the Ligogo - Swaziland's supreme
ruling body - followed Sobhuza's
death.

"The different forces were divided
on how 1o deal with the ANC, given
Swaziland’s economic dependence on
South Africa. Of course the same
guestion faced Botswana, Lesotho,
Mozambique and Zimbabwe due to
the military and economic pressure
from South Africa®, said a political
analyst.

Pro-SA government forces, led by
Prince Sozisa, Sishaya Nxumalo and
Foreign Affairs Minister Richard
Dilamini eventually won the day. The
queen regent was deposed and
cabinet ministers, policemen and
princes were dismissed and detained.
The new ruling group wasted litle
time and in 1982 went on to sign a

secrel “peace pacl” with the SA
governmenl. The pact was only
revealed in 1984 after Mozambigque
signed the Nkomati Accord with SA.
“The timing of this revelation was
carcfully planned”, said an observer.
"It was aimed at canvassing
international opinion that, if
Mozambique, a relatively stronger
country than Swaziland, could be
forced to sign a peace pact with
Pretoria, what clse could Swaziland
do? So Swaziland decided w0 side
with the SA government and
sacrifice the ANC.”

Swaziland's cooperation with SA
did not go unnoticed by other
Alfrican states. Already in 1982
there was talk of expelling Swaziland
from the Southern African
Development Co-ordinating Confer-
ence (SADCC) - whose aim is lo
break Southern African countries’
economic dependence on SA.

In another development, the SA
government made a deal with
Swaziland w0 cede Ingwavuma, a
picce of land on SA's Northern
Zululand border, 1o Swaziland. This
would have given the landlocked
couniry access 1o the sca.

While the deal lailed, political
observers saw il as a ploy by SA wo
win further co-operation [(rom
Swaziland on the security front.
Both the people of Ingwavuma and
the ANC condemned the deal.
In the wake of growi
guerilla activity an,
mobilisation and organisation inside
SA, Pretoria threatened to clamp
down on neighbouring couniries
which accomodated the ANC.

One of the first 1o be hit was
Maseru, Lesotho. Only two wecks
belore the Maseru raid, Swazi Prime
Minister, Prince Mabandla Dlamini,

made a surprise announcement that |

detention without trial was 10 be re-
introduced, mainly to control “the
refugee problem”. This marked the
beginning of a series of anti-ANC
MeAsSUres.

Al the same time a bill was hastily
pushed through parliament
introducing heavier sentences for
possession of arms. Stringent travel
restrictions were imposed on
refugees. Within days of the Maseru
raid, 27 ANC members in Swaziland
were rounded up in a huge
paramilitary operation.

The deputy-Prime Minister's oflice,
responsible for of refugees, said it
knew nothing about the arrests as
they were ordered from “higher up”®.

Meanwhile, allegations that certain
Swazi police were working with SA
emerged.

"For some time South Africa has
recruited its own agenis from within
the Swazi police, including top police
officials. One was suspecied 1o have
been instrumental in the kidnapping
of ANC members from Bunya police
station,” said a Swazi national.

Swazi Commissioner of Police Titus
Msibi made a public call for people
nol to accomodate ANC members
and to inform the police of their
prescence.

There were also allegations that
detainees were interrogated by both
the Swazi and South African police.

"The detainees were driven
blindfolded to create the impression
that they were being taken back o
South Africa, only o arrive at a
military camp ouiside Mbabane”,
said a Swazi national.

The Swaziland government, when

IH.I.SE |

questioned about the allegations,
claimed no knowledge of the
situation and said it would investigaie
them, said one joumnalist

But reports of killings and
abductions, roadblocks and raids
aimed at ANC members continued.
®In December 1986, 11 people were
killed and five were kidnapped from
Swaziland 10 South Africa.
®0n 15th December, a former
Robben Island prisoner exiled in
Swaziland, Ebrahim Ismael, w
kidnapped at gunpoint from his home
in Swaziland and handed over o the
security police headquarters in
Pretoria. He is presently on trial in
Pict Reticl.

In papers filed before the court
Ismael claimed that South African
security agents were responsible for
his kidnapping, that this was illegal
and that South African courts have
no jurisdiction to try him. The South
Alrican Police have denied this and
the trial is continuing.
®In May 1987, a South African
exile, Theophilus Dlodlo was killed.
South African Sheila Nyanda and a

Swiss couple were kidnapped from

Top: ANC guerilla shot dead by Swazi police, asbove lefi: Arms cache selzed by Sw
above right: notorious Swazl Commissioner of Police, Msibi and friend.

Swaziland and handed over 1o SA.

A South African exile, Danger
Nyoni's son was killed in the
incid
In his response, Swazi Prime
Minister Sotja Dlamini blamed "onc
of the neighbouring countrics for the
assasination and called on "all our
neighbours to respect our national
mthtmndm-u: and territorial

grity”.
'!lﬂ!l 14 July, three senior SADF
Officials - were reported to have
visited Swaziland secretly. They
were welcomed at the Maisapa
Airport by Swazi Defence Minister
Fanono Dube.

Within days of their arrival, three
men were arrested in a house where
an AK rifle and five magazines were

» found.

®Two senior ANC members,
Caszsius Maake and Charles Dikeledi,
and a Mozambican woman were
killed in broad daylight.

®In August, Swazi police arrested a
certain "Comrade September”. He
was transferred 1o a remote police
station near the South African
border. From there he was

kidnapped by unknown agenis and

police,

taken 1o SA.

®0On 16 October, a Mozambican
employed by the Swazi transport
department, Max Thimbele, was
given a four day ion notice
because he allegedly had links with
ANC cxiles.

A wide range of activisis
expressed grave concern over the
SAP-Swazi alliance. They have also
poinied out that the Swazi strategy is
short-sighted, given that "a
democratic government will one day
be in power™ in SA.

The giant South African Youth
Cnnpm (Sayco) has said that South
Africans in exile are being
kidnapped and killed with the full
knowledge and active collaboration
of the governments of Bolswana,
Lesotho and Swaziland and that these
govermnmenis are deporting refugees
inio the hands of the SA govermnmenL

Sayco has sent letlers 1o these
governmenlts demanding that they
“stop harassing our comrades in
exile” and has called on the people of
these countries o actively challenge
and stop their governments'
collaboration with SA.
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RENTS

RESIDENTS in over 50 townships are still
refusing 1o pay rent. And Development Boards
and Community Councils (ace financial ruin.
These rent struggles have been closely linked o
residents’ rejection of the community council
sysiem. Residents saw the councils as part and
parcel of the Apartheid system.

They [elt the councils contunued to deny them
real political power. And this lack of political
power was the root cause of housing shortages,
rent hikes, overcrowding, appalling township
conditions and many other grievances of
residents.

Government township structures

While there were rent struggles during the
fiftics, these were overshadowed by inass
protests and campaigns spearheaded by the
Congress Alliance.

More recent rent struggles date back o 1972
and 1973 when the government set up 22 Baniu
Affairs Administration Boards (BAABs) 1o
administer all African townships outside the
bantustans.

Belore this, townships had been under the
control of local municipal authorities who
administered and financed their neighbouring
townships. For example, the Johannesburg City
Council administered Sowelo.

The Administration Boards were sct up because
the government felt that the municipal
authoritics were not applying influx control
strictly enough.

The Boards were put in charge of nearly
everything in the townships. They decided on
where people lived and worked, housing and
rents, services like water and rubbish removal
and who got trading licences.

But they had no financial base and residents
had 1o pay for the upkeep and development of
their lownships.

The Boards' major sources of income were
rents from houses, trading sites and hostels and
sale of beer and liquor from beerhalls owned
by the boards,

In the sixties the government had set up Urban
Bantu Councils (UBCs) to replace the defunct
Advisory Boards. The UBC's were supposed 1o
advise the Administration Boards on what
township residents thought.

But the UBC’s never had any credibility and
communities throughout the country rejected
them as stooge bodies, calling them “United
Bantu Crooks™ and “Useless Boys Clubs™.
Administration Board rule was a disaster for
many communitics and conditions in the
townships grew worse. People were [orced 1o
pay more moncy [or less houses and poorer
services.

The boards used their “blackjacks” to evict
people who were behind with rent, or who did
nol have housing permils.

By 1976, conditions in the townships were
worse than ever before. There was a shortage
of houses, renls were going up and services
were very bad.

Broader context

But it was not just township conditions which
were changing at this time. The South African
economy entered a depression from 1972,
Many workers were laid off and
unempl figures reached over 2 million.
In 1973 massive strikes in Durban signalled the
renewed growth of trade unions. And on South
Alfrica's borders, the liberation of Mozambique
n:dutﬁngnh in 1973 gave hope and inspiration
14

Organisations like the Black People Convention
were beginning to organise in literacy and
COMMunity projects.

Open rejection of Bantu Education was
growing and a mood of militancy was
spreading among school and university
students. Students staged demonstrations and
began to organise themselves under the banner
of organisations like the South African Students
Organisation (SASO) and the South African
Students' Movement (SASM).

The government's attempts to enforce
Afrikaans as a medium of instruction in
Alrican schools sparked the already simmering
anger of students.

This led 1o the outbreak of the June 16 student
uprisings in Soweto. The uprisings and soon
spread throughout the country and continued
throughout 1977,

The Administration Boards and the UBC's
were key targets of siudenis’ anger. The
boards’ property was destroyed by fire,
resulting in the loss of millions of rands.

In April 1977 the West Rand Administration
Board (Wrab) backed by the Sowcto UBC,
announced an 80% rent increase.

The Soweto Student's Representative Council
(55RC) spearheaded a campaign against the
increases and demanded that UBC members
resign. WRAB suspended the increase and the
UBC soon collapsed.

THE RENT YOKE
OVER THE YEARS

e | -

-1982:Sobantu residents march in protesi against rent Increases and police shoolings

N

Community Councils

When the UBC collapsed, the govermment
introduced the community councils in 1977 as
their new formula to control the townships.
The government claimed these councils would
give Africans a grealer say in running their
lownships.

The councils were responsible for allocating
houses, hostc]l beds and trading sites, and for
providing township services. But influx
control, labour allocation and finance were still
controlled by the Adminisiration Boards. And
in most townships the Boards still controlled
the allocation of housing.

Power was still firmly in the hands of the
boards and the government. The Minister of
Cooperation and Development had to approve
the councils’ decisions and he could add on new
members, or close down the councils
altogether.

It was clear that the community councils would
not give the people any real power. An SS5RC
stalement said, “We don't want to be in charge
of roads and rubbish. We want real and
meaningful power 1o run our lives oulside the

sysiem of apartheid”.

Mass protests and
organisations emerge

In the wake of 1976, popular organisalions
emerged, voicing residents’ grievances around
issues such as high rents, township services,
shack demolitions, busfare increases, and
councillor corruption.

@®In 1979, PE residents in Zwide and Kwa-
Ford organise around increased water charges.

@®August 1979: Soweto, Dobsonville and
Dicpmeadow residents force the councils to
drop 100% increases in service charges.

@A residents’ meeting in Cradock demands
that the community council be abolished, house
rentals and bus fares be reduced and decide o
boycott public ransport. . )

These struggles spread and continued nto the
cightics and those waged in 1982 include:

®February: Kaitlehong residenis form a
commiitee o oppose the community council
elections.

®The Vaal Cosas branch holds meetings 1o
protest against rent and electricity charge
increases.

®March: The Langa Resident's Association
fights bachelor quarters’ rent increases and
wins in court. The judge rules that only the
Minister of Co-operation and Development is
entitled to increase rents, and not the Western
Cape Administration Board (WCAB).

®April: A 40% rent increcase in lkageng
sparks protests by students and parents in which
three people were shot. Councillors opposing
the increase are threatened with expulsion.

®A PE Black Civic Organisation meeting
where residents protest against high rents,
resolves to boycolt councillors’ businesses.

@®Kwazakhele Residents Association demands
affordable rents. It demands the indefinite
closure of ECAB liquor outlets unless rent
increases are dropped.

®0Over 50 women march to the Sowelo
Council 1o protcst against the pulling down of
shacks in Jabavu.

@A Dobsonville residenis’ meeting rejects a
rent increase and calls for the councillors'
immediale resignation.

@ June: Gugulethu residents gather 1o stop
board officials pulling down shacks.

@®Grahamstown residenis unite under the
Cﬂﬂ]‘ﬂ Ratepayers Associalion in response Lo
rent increases.

@A Daveylon councillor is shot dead, and
three others and ERAB olTicials receive death
threats.

®August: Over 1 000 people from
KwaNdengezi boycott buscs aflter a 20% fare
increase.

@®0ctober: Three rent increascs in Sobantu,
Pictermariizburg, militant protests in
which three le are shot. Board oflices and
councillors’ homes are stoned and the boards’
liguor outlets closed down after a bread and
beer boycotl.

@300 Mamelodi women march on the
superintendents’ office to protest against a rent
increase,

@®Evictions spark a boycott of WCARB
becrhalls and councillors’ businesses in
Gugulethu.

@®An Evaton Ratepayers Associalion meeling
condemns the rising of water tariffs.

@®Mohlakeng Civic calls for a boycout of
increased rents and lodger's permits after
councillors refuse to give an explanation [or
the increase. The boycoit is suspended afier
eviction threats.

®November: A Kagiso Residents
Organisation meeting decides not to pay R10
rent increases.

@®The Tembisa Action Commillee is sct up in
response 1o rent incrcases and attracts large
support in mass meetings o protest the
increases.

®Kensington, Sharpeville residents reject the
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support among black school students. The
government reflused 1o meet students demands.
And in large parts of the country Bantu
education ground 1o a halt as studenis boycotied

Struggles around rent are
being waged in townships
throughout the country.
Saspu National looks at
township control and rent

This mobilisation did not end at the school
gates. Students joined forces with their parents
and other residents.

This marked a iod of communitywide
resistance. Unlike the 1976 uprisings, all

struggles since the seventies.

1880:Soweto reni demonstratlon oulside councill chambers.

Board's order o pay R25.50 “arrcars”™ in
service charges.

In many areas these battles gave rise to the
formation of community organisations and the
struggle continued into 1983,

®The newly formed Duduza Civie
Association succeeds in forcing the council to
suspend a R9 increase for the installation of a
scwerage system. The increase was dropped in
February 1983.

@®Residents in the Durban townships of
Chesterville, Lamontville, Klaarwaler,
Hambanati and Shakaville form the Joint Rent
Action Committce and boycoll renl increases.
Police intervene and four people, including two
children, are killed. Administration Board
offices and the mayor's house in Lamontville
are sct on fire. Offices in Chesterville were also
set alight.

Prominent councillors in Chesterville and
Lamontville resign and allirm their support
for JORAC.

@®Lingelihle, Cradock, residents resist rent
increases. The Cradock Residenls Association
(CRADORA) is formed.

Mounting pressure from residents force the
board to drop the increases and the enlire
council resigns. Many councillors join
CRADORA.

Koornhof's new plan

In the face of nationwide rejection ol
communily councils and growing resistance in
townships throughout the country, Koomhof
went back 10 his drawing board. His task was o
provide the government with a new plan for
political control over the lownships.

“The councils are a vehicle for a purpose. If
the vehicle doesn’t fulfil! the purpose, | will
change the vehicle o suit the purpose,” said
Koomhof.

In 1982 the Black Local Authorities Act and
the Community Development Bill were
introduced. The councils now became “own
and village councils” and the administration
boards were changed into “Development
Boards®.

The duty of the iown councils was 10 mainiain,

administer and control townships facilities and |

also 1o provide services which had previously
been under the Boards.

But the Minister of Co-operation and
Development, through the boards, still had
final say over the councils. Government
propaganda stressed that councils would enjoy
financial independence, autonomy and sell-
delermination.

But residents remained the only major source
of income for councils. They had o pay for
their own housing, scrvices and electricity.

This was in line with the government’s Rickert
Commission, which had said, “Black
communilies should bear a greater part of the
total burden in connection with the provision of
scrvices in their own communities.”

Community leaders pointed out that the new
plan was a political question, and said that
residents would now be expected to pay lor
their own oppression.

“They are put there by oppressors o oppress
us. The councils cannot have the interests of the
people at heart. They will not demand houses,
security and comfort for all, because they carry
out the orders of the government rather than
listen 1o the demands of the people.”™ -

The ugly face of evictions - PE
sireet with their

-

nsioners thrown into the
longings.

The new set-up fuelled the residents’
resistance. Across the country progressive
organisations under the banner of the UDF
mounied a campaign against the Local
Authorities.

Communities nationwide boycotted the
MNovember 1983 elections for the councils and
polls averaged less than 15 per cent.

Councillors increase rents

Throughout 1984 rent increases met with
fierce opposition from the residents.

The increases came in the midst of a deepening
economic recession. The cost of living was
rocketing, but people's wages remained low.
More and more people were jobless and many
were living below the breadline.

The common call spreading to townships
throughout the country was for "renis we can
afford” and the resignation of councillors.

Residents in Rathanda and Tumahole near
Parys refused 1o pay rent increases and called
on councillors o resign.

On 3 September the whole Vaal was engulled
in flames following rent incrcases. Residents
began a rent boycott and demanded the
resignation of councillors and the reduction of
rents.

In many townships rent protests ook place
alongside student uprisings.

Student uprisings

By 1984, previously local and sporadic student
protesis and were becoming nationwide.
Branches of the Congress of South Alrican
Studenis (Cosas) mushroomed and won mass

sectors of the community were now involved.
This growing unity between different sectors
and organisations was symbolised in the
massive November 1984 Transvaal stayaway.
Initisted by Cosas, the stayaway was backed by
36 organisations including the UDF and Fosatu.
The whole of the Pretoria- Witwatersrand-
Vereeniging came to a standstill as workers,
students and other residents stayed away in
support of common demands.

Nationwide rent protests

By 1985 the country was in a state of
"ungovernability” as many townships became
no-go zones with barmcades of burming tyres.
Groups of youths altacked hippos and casspirs
with stones, petrol bombs.

By early 1986 at lcast 25 townships in
different parts of the couniry were boycolting
rent. This increased to more than 50 by the end
of that year with talk of regional and national
rent boycoiis.

Residents saw the boycoits as a peaceful way o
push their short term demands for:
®allordable rents,

@resignation of councillors,
@®improved township conditions,
@democratic control of lownships,
@an end to the stale of emergency,
@release of detainees,

®roops out of the townships.

As in the early cighties, residents’ gricvances
around rent led 1o the birth of community
organisations and swelled existing oncs.

But a new development now was the growth of
residents structures such as street commitiees in
the iownships. .

In many areas boycotis were initiated and
organised by civic structures and had the
support of the entire community.

In other arcas, boycotts were spontancous and

| often due 1o the fact that residents just couldn't

alford o pay renl. E—— '
Protests were took various forms like rent
default, attacks on councillors’ homes and
businesses, council and administration board
offices.

Councillors were isolated in the community
and many went into

hiding as they feared continued attacks.
Council businesses and facililies were

| boycotied.

Black policemen were also isolated in the
township. Many were forced w leave and live
in police camps with their familics, and some
even chose o live in prison cells for salety.

Financial Losses

Development Boards and Town Councils were
losing millions of rands through the rent
boycotts, and launched a national campaign o
force people o pay rent. Their siralcgics
included:
®forced evictions,
®legal action, such as summonscs 1o appear in
court,

@scizure of residents’ movable property,
@culting of electricity and water and other
township services.

In some arcas residents sent their civic
representatives to negotiale with government

State of Emergency

Community structures and the rent boycotts
were key targets of the two state of
emergencics imposed in 1985 and 1986.

Massive detentions severely weakened many
organisations. But the town councils still had
serious problems in gelling residents o pay
rent. They intensified their attempis 1o force
residents 1o pay up.

Repressive conditions meant that organisalions
developed new structures and strategies. They
could no longer rely only on pamphlels or mass
meelings.

In many cases evictions of rent defaulters and
other problems facing residents increased their
need to come together with other residents.

Of mecessity residents and their organisalions
have had 1o strengthen their struclures and
methods of communication. And increasingly
they have relied on street meetings, arca
meetings, shop steward structures, word of
mouth and house mectings.

Today the deadlock over rents still hasn't been
resolved.
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SEPTEMBER 3 marked the third
anniversary of the outbreak of the
1984 Vaal uprisings in protest over
rent increases. About B0 people were
killed and at least a hundred more
injured in the protests.

There had been mass protests in
other townships. But the Vaal
uprisings marked the growth of mass
based, organisation throughout the
country and put mass rejection of
apartheid rule firmly on the map.

Other protests had been mainly
student and youth based. But in the
Vaal uprisings, all sectors of the
community - students, youth,
workers and other residents stood as
one.,

Unlike the lull which followed the
1960 Sharpeville massacre, the
outbreak of the 1984 Vaal uprisings
was followed by prolonged and
widespread civil uprisings.

These uprisings were nol only
confined to major centres but spread
to townships and villages throughont
the country - an expression of
people’s deep anger and frustration.

Vaal residents’ had strongly rejected
the government imposed community
councils and in 1983 formed their
own organisation, the Vaal Civic
Association (VCA).

In the schools, students had formed
a branch of the now-banned
Congress of South African Students
(Cosas) to fight for their demands.

“The sudden upsurge in anger came
with the introduction of high rentals
without any discussion with the
people”, said a Vaal Civie
Association Sperson.

Average renls in the Vaal were
already R62.50. This was, according
to a University of Port Elizabeth
report, higher than any urban black
JIn Auvgust 1984 the Lekoa Town
Council unilaterally announced an
increase of R5.90,

Al a series of meetings, amid shouts
of “Asinamali” and "Amandla”,
residents unanimously resolved not
to pay the increases. Residents
speaking at the meetings wamed the
council not to go ahead with the
move as they could not afford to pay
maore.

Among the reasons cited were
uncmployment, daily retrenchments,
the recession, the high cost of living
and having lo pay for services which
the council was not providing.

At the same time, councillors in the
arca were reporied o have allocated
themselves bottle stores, liquor and
business licenses. This confirmed
residents' suspicions that councillors
were in the system o enrich
themselves al the people’s expense.
The Lekoa Town Council's intransi-
gence and refusal to heed residents’

Residents
resolve to stay
away

warnings to drop the increases, made
tempers {lare.

On Sunday Sepiember 2, residents at
three mass meetings in the Vaal
resolved to stay away from work and
school. There would be a peacefal
march lo the administration board
offices. Here the a delegation
mandated by residents would discuss
the rent issue with the officials.

The events which followed sent
shock waves across the country and
into the international community.

On Monday September 3, the enlire
community joined the stay away. The
VICA said even those who had elecled
the council stayed away, “which
shows the extent of the people's
frustration”.

Students joined thousands of

pattern of the school boycolls,
peaceful protests were mel with
force.

The first day was a series of running
battles between police and residents.
Police at first used rubber bullets and
tcargas, but then turned to live
ammunition. By the end of that day,
almost all the houses belonging to

residents in the stay away. In the

four councillors were left dead.

Scores of pepple were killed in
police shootings and many more
were injured. The next day official
figures listed 26 dead and 48 injured,
but residents’ estimates were much
higher. It was reported that
Sebokeng Hospital was full. Police
placed a ban on information about
the injured.

More than 35 people were arrested
and many were missing. Buses
weren't running and as food ran out
there were reports of people being
shot by white farmers when they
went to shops on the Golden
Highway.

On Wednesday, Seplember 5,
massive police contingents watched
as a crowd of about 4000 gathered
outside the Lekoa Administration
Board offices bearing a white flag. A
delegation met Board officials and
put residents’ demands for a drop in
rents, the release of detainees, and no
police interference in victims'
funerals.

It was revealed that the Lekoa Town
Council had no legal right to impose
increases as they had neither been
approved by the Department of Co-
operation and Development, nor
gazetied.

Further negotiations between
residents’ representatives and Board
officials deadlocked. Represen-
latives’ attempis to report back to
residents were thwarted as meetings
were banned.

But residents remained firm in their
demands:

@ ouncillors must resign,
®Rent must be decreased,

@®An independent inquiry into the
allocation of business sites.

@®The release of detainees and the
withdrawal of police.

Al mass funerals for victims of the
uprisings, communily leaders
restated demands and warned of
further conflict.

"There has been Sharpeville 1960,
the second Sharpeville in 1984, and
there shall be the third Sharpeville,
the fourth, the fifth, the sixth ... and
the tenth ille for as long as
the government of South Africa
refuses to listen to the people’s
demands and dismantle Apartheid
alto , 32id one speaker.

"Tg:ugndllm m:r: resign. They
don't represent our people, 50 the
case is closed. They are defunct, they
are not operating, they have lost
control of the situation. For their
own safety they must resign and
Imre the tamuh:p:, and renls must

Eum:i]lur: left the Vaal townships.
But most refused to resign. Lekoa
Mayor Mahlatsi :mrgcd from
hldiu; o announce that rent
increases would go ahead as soon as
they had been gazetted.

He backed Minister of Law and

More than three
years ago the Vaal
townships erupted.
The spark was an

increase in rent. The

flames have died
down, but the roots
of the uprisings
remain.

ﬂrder. Le Gnmga and blamed the
uprisings on "certain ||:|diﬂdul.h lnd
organisations™, co
there had 'hun
crush the protests.

In the aftermath of the uprisings,
progressive organisations such as the
VCA and the UDF set about carrying
out relief work among residents. But
attempts to get food, doctors and
lawyers into the area were hampered
by severe securily measures,

VCA activists assisting bereaved
families said they were being singled
out for police harassment.

Clinics were set up as residents
reported le being arrested on
being di from hospitals.

Vaal organisations se¢t up an
Information Service Centre lo:
®To keep records and seek legal aid
for detainees in the area;
®To offer financial assistance,
where possible, in cases where
breadwinners of families are in
detention, or have been killed
during protests;
®To contribute o the burial costs of
victims of vprisings;
®To provide food parcels to affected
families.

Despite a united campaign by the
town council, development board,
the army and police, the entire Vaal
community continued to boycoll
rents.

Orange-Vaal Development Board
police went door-lo-door ordering
pecople to pay rent. Sharpeville
residents were threatened with
eviction while in Boipatong they
were given stern warnings. In
Bophelong the township super-
intendent threatened to conliscale
resident’s furniture.

Officials also tried to persuade
residents to pay small amounts, even
if it was R2 or R2,50

Town Clerk N.P. Louw said if the
community was not prepared to pay
rent, it would have to go without
basic services. In Sebokeng water
and icity were cut off.

Pamphlets signed by Louw
threatened residents with legal
action, unless they paid their rent.

Sebokeng became the [irst
townships 1o be occupied by the
SADF. This was to become a
permanent feature of township life

puli:.e 1o

Flashback to SN's coverage of the uprisings,
September 1984,

throughout the .

The "seal and search”™
Palmiet was laanched jm
midnight on October 22, 1984, 7000
SADF soldiers and a large number of
police with hippos, armed cars, tanks
and helicopters, surrounded and
scaled off Sebokeng township.
Houses to house raids were
conducted and those residents not
arrested were marked with red ink.

The SADF then moved on to
Boipatong and Sh le and joined
Development Board officials in raids
on hostel dwellers and on squatters at
Grasmere farm.

Hostel dwellers paid R45 [ines
which went towards rent arrears,
while others were fined for
trespassing and pass Jaw
infringement.

But residents remained undeterred
and the Vaal township residents gave
massive support lo the two day
Transvaal stayaway at the beginning
of November. Among the demands
were the withdrawal of police and
the army from townships and the
reduction of rents. At the same time
the council tried a new tactic to get

residents o pay up.

In November, the Lekoa Town
Council sent stop-order forms to
employers, instructing them to
deduct rent from workers' wages.

No to rents off
wages

Al a meeling in Sharpeville,
residents resolved not to sign the
stop-order forms. They also decided
that people whose money had already
been dedocted should claim it back,
as they had not awthorised the
deductions. Trade unions also made
it known that they would never
accepl the wage deductions.

The tactic was thwarted
after the Sharpeville Civic
Association, acting on behalfl of
residents took the matler to court.

In an out of court settlement in May
1985, the Minister of Post and
Telecommunications undertook not
1o deduct any monies for rent from
workers' salaries.

In February 1985 Lekoa Town
Secretary Ben Scolt announced that
350 000 Vaal residents, who
continued to refuse to pay rent,
would be evicted from their homes.

Civic leaders warned Scott that
implementing this threat would stir
up anger and a repeat of the
September uprisings. Then Minister
Gerrit Viljoen announced that Vaal
residents would be given twelve
maonths to pay off their rent amears.

But residents were adamant that
they owed the council nothing as they
had long paid off their houses.

In a desperate attempt to recover
millions of rands lost during the rent
boycott, the Executive Commiltee of
the Lekoa Town Council had gone
back to the drawing board. In
November 1985 they came up with a
document entitled: Strategy and
Tactics to collect rent arrears.

The document, uncovered by civic
leaders, revealed the town council's
new plans 1o make residents pay rent
and blow life into the Black Local
Authority. It included short term
plans to collect rent and more long
term campaigns to win residents’
hearts and minds.

The document dealt with:

@®LEGAL ACTION: Residents who
had nol paid their rent would be
issued with summonses to appear in
court. If they failed to appear in
court, they could be given jail
sentences. Regular weekend jail
sentences would also be applied.
@®LEGISLATION: The Department
of Constitutional Development
would be asked lo paszs new
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legislation forcing employers o take
workers' rent ofl their wages.
®YOUTHS: Youths would be
recruitled as Liason Officers. This
would include first year students
doing the Municipal Administration
and Finance course al Visla
University. They would do house
visils o inform residents aboul the
local authorities and to encourage
parents o pay renl

@SECURITY FORCES: Hostel lees
would be collected “through
combined action with the security
lorces®. Municipal police,
communily guards and SAP
members, co-ordianted under the
command of the SAP, would also
deal with "rebellious youth™.
@®MEDIA: An intensive media
propaganda campaign would be
launched. The aim would be o get
residents o support local authoritics
and to pay rent. Radio Sesotho, TV 2
and 3 and local Vaal newspapers
would be used for this purpose.

The propaganda campaign would
also be promoled in schools, beer
halls, labour offices and in laxis,
buses and trains. .

@TIMING: The timing of increases
and their possible effects would be

Ly
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considered. Inlensive “climale
creation action® wounld creale a
favourable climate in which
increases would be

But even these more sophisticated
“strategies and tactics™ of the council
(ailed 1o deliver the goods.

Other attempls to smash the boycoit
and the struclures of the VCA and
other progressive organisalions were
the detentions and charging of many
community lcaders and aclivists.
Among them were VCA leaders and

VCA leaders
on trial

priests presently in the Delmas
Treason Tnal.

Six other Vaal activists are presently
on death row [or killing a councillor,
and two for killing a Scbokeng
policeman.

Even this has not detered residents’
delermination. "We stand by owr
leaders. Removing them from our
midst does nol solve our problems, it
just makes wus [firmer. The
government must reduce rent”, said
one resident.

-J_

Evictions are among the most
consistant methods used lo break the
boycotls.

The town council issues eviction
nolices at the rate of 100 per week
throughout the Vaal Triangle. Bul
even this does nol produce the resulls
and civic aclivisis say the evictions
have actually contributed to
mobilising residents. Afler a family
has been evicled, civic members,
students and neighbours more the
evicled family and their belongings
back into the house.

Maore recently, the council has tried
Lo recover money Jost in the boycolls
Ihrough attaching people’s properny.

Council police have confiscated
valuables such as ielevision sef,
fridge, radio, furniture and other
household property. People have had
lo pay about R400 to pet their
property back and this money is
laken towards rent payment.

Many people have refused o pay
this money and instead, battles have
broken out between residents and
council police.

The Vaal rent boycoll is now going
for its fourth year and countrywide
councils and boards have sunk into
irretricvable debt.

From left to right: After marching to the Admin Board offices
residenis wait as a delegation takes their demands to the
authorities; Banner ouiside the offices; Barricades of barbed

wire and burning tires were a famillar sight during the uprisings;

a young victim slain in the street. Below: one of the many mass

Pressure to pay
hots up as rent
debt mounts

RESIDENTS in the Vaal townships ol
Scbokeng, Sharpeville, Ewvaton,
Bophclong and Boipatong have not
paid rent since Lhe September 1984

_uprsings, despilc sirong pressure

from the authorities.

Saspu National spoke 10 a Vaal Civic
Association (VCA) representative
about the rent issuc and organisation
in the Vaal.

The Lekoa Town Council has made
numerngus attem FH.I [14] I.I'I.EDI]I'I.E:-
resudents 1o pay their rent and service
charges. .

But civic leaders cite a number of
reazon: [or the conlmmued rent
deadlock i the area. These mnclude:
@®The high raic of unemployment in
the Vaal. A VCA member explains,
"It 15 not a question of whether people
would alford or not because even il
rents were W0 be drastically reduced,
many people would still be unable 10
pay.”

®Many community leaders and other
residents are in detention and others
ar¢ standing tral. According 1o civic
leaders this is standing in the way of a
possible scttlement of the rent issue.

Among those on trial are VCA
leaders, who, along with top UDF
leaders, are charged with treason as a
result of aclions arising from the
events of 1984,

"Kesidents are demanding their
rclease and that of other detainces
before the rent issue can be fully
settled”, said a VCA spokesperson.
@A thirty-year lease. Residenis say
they were promised that their houses
would belong to them alier they had
occupicd them for thirty years. They
would only have o pay for services
like water and refuse removal.

Smd the VCA, "This has not
happened, so people have taken what
belongs 1o them.”

Bad township conditions, high rents
and the Black Local Authoritics Act
have been a rallying points of the
VCA since its launch in Seplember
1983,

"Thereflore residents were mobihised
around these 1ssues that alfected
them,” says the VCA, and rent
payment remans a key issue allecting
Vaal residents. They say that in
dealing with the rent issuc, they also
intecnd to highlight its political
content. In the face of residenis’

continued refusal 1o pay up, the 1own

pics: City P

funerals for victims.

council has used many methods 10
force resident 1o pay.

Residents were initially issued with
summonses [0 appear in court for
failing W pay rent arrcars. Residents
took these summonses to their
different local civics and were
defended by lawyers.

“A Supreme Cour case i this maticr
has since been indefinitely
and the council is no longer sending
summonses,” says the VCA.

When the summonses failed to
deliver the goods, the council applicd
for summary judgements against rent
defaulters. A number of reswdenis
were senienced o serve weckend jail
LETINS.

*But residents marched on the
Administration Board's ollices 1o
protest against these jailings. Aller
that the weckend jail terms siopped,”
said the Civic.

The next siep was evictions. The
messenger of the court would bring
the eviction notices. And along with
the Greenbeans (Council police) and
the Bloomers (kiiskonstabels) would
conduct the eviclions, in some cascs
under the waichful eye of the SAP and
SADF.

In Bophelong alone, between 50 and
100 people have been thrown out of
their houses since evictions started in
the Vaal in January last year.

"But people would reinstate
themselves i ther houses as soon as
the cops have gone away,” says the
YCA.

Those targetted for eviction have
been scattered throughout the
townships, but the response has often
come [rom more than just the evicied
family.

In some arcas cvictions have led to
disruption of schools as students left
classes o defend and remstate evictod
familics. And there have been clashes
between residents and council police
guarding the houses where the
evichons ook place.

The council has also iried 1o put
pressurc on residents by forcing them
to sign a declaration of intent o pay
renl arrcars.

The council has attempted W0 recover
rent arrcars by scizing residents’
property. TV sets, fridges, lumiture
and other valuable houschold goods
have been taken.

®to page 30

.
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MAMELODI

THE 1985 MAMELODI massacre in
which over 21 people were killed by
the security forces when 50 000
residents led by women marched on
the administration board ollices, sent
shock waves throughout the world
and added yet another chapier in
Apartheid's bloody history.

The residents were marching to the
offices to demand the withdrawal of
troops from the townships, the lifling
of restrictions on [unerals, the
resignation of councillors and the
dropping of high rents.

When police opened [ire on peaceful
march led by women, the
was unequivocal: "You have struck
the women, you have dislodged a
boulder, Asikhokhe, no more reni
payment!”

The evenis of that day, strengthened
the call for the withdrawal of troops
in the townships. .

The call for "Asikhokhe”, which
started spontancously, reveberated
around Mamelodi and received
widespread support [rom the
residents.

Many townships across the country
were already boycolting rent in
rejection of Lthe communily council
syslem.

In Mamelodi, this had 10 be co-
ordinated. At the time, there were
only two organisations in the
township, the Mamelodi Youth
Organisation (Mayo) and Zakheni
Women's Organisation who were
now faced with this task. But their
struciures could not effectively deal
with civic issues.

This led to the formation of the
Mamelodi Civic Association (MCA)
after an interim committee of seven

was sct up.
Emphasis was put on organisation of

Funeral procession for slain victim In Mamelodi

ASIKOKHE

The call that changed the
face of Mamelodi

On November 21, 1985 security forces opened fire on a

Mamelodi rent

protest march. Two years later the rent.

deadlock is still unresolved. Here the Mamelodi Civic
Association gives some background to the issue.

the township and 33 section
commitices, with thcir respective
street commuitiees, were developed.
structures in the area and for the first
time Mamelodi residents had a taste
of democracy.

Block commitices were also formed
in the hosicls after differences
between residenis and hostel inmates
were seiiled.

The civic association sct about its
task of co-ordimating and popu-
larising the reat boycotl. Legal
advice was sought for peoplec who
had been paying rent through stop
orders and were advised that they
could cancel them.

The MCA said people who had paid
rent secreily also joined the boycou
when they realised that the money

they had paid was not reflecied in
their rent slips.

The town council’s authority to
incrcase rent in 1984 was also
challenged in court. A test case on
behall of residents was won and the
council was ordered to repay R10.90
to residents. The court ruled that
residents had overpaid this amount
since 1984. The council lost an
appecal against the ruling.

As the boycolt gained momentum,
the council, backed by the SADF and
the police, used many tactics io break
the residents’ detcrmination.

When essential services like refuse
removal were stopped, residents
responded by organising cleaning
campaigns.

Parks were sct up and these were
named aller popular leaders like
Nelson Mandela, and "for the [irst
time the Wownship was clean”, said a

Harassment spilled over to the

hosicls as they were invaded and
scaled off by cops. About 200 hosicl
inmates were arrested daily and false
information was spread saying the
civic has called off the rent boycoit.
“But the people could see through
this, and they conlinued 10 support
the boycott,” says the MCA.

While this was happening Mayor
Ndlazi appeared regularly on
lelevision claiming that people were
paymng rent.

Meanwhile, the council contimeed o
issue motices threatening residents
wilth evictions. These nolices were
issucd three days before the eviction.

"One lamily was evicted and when
school children saw il happen, they
moved Lthe l'.umi.ly back inio the
house, This shows the delcrmination
of the pecople here,” said a civic
member.

Residents have also been advised o

m_: T
dcliver all summonses o lawyers
acting for the civic and then make
afhdavits.

Civic lcaders say many residents
receive nolices instructing them 1o
report at the offices in connectior
with electrical faulis and famil»
problems. When they amive al the
ollices they are told to pay lhcirl
arrears and threalened with eviction.
The council also uses a divide and
rule method by swilching off lights
for certain houses and leaving others
with their lights on. Residenis have
since realised that it 15 a tacuc used o
creale an |m|:l-mn:inn that some
people arc paying

The council hn-:hmmd. little in its
endcavour to force residents o pay.
Presently, there is legislanon under
way io force employess to deduct
money for remt from workers'
salary.

The state of emergency had an
adverse effect on organisation in
Mamelodi, as with other arcas
l.lm:mghuul the couniry. But now
organisation is emerging again.

The straggles in Mamelodi have not
been centered around high rents
only.

An anti-crime campaign was
launched. "The sitwation became
normal and the crime rate dropped
considerably™, said a civie

When the council cuts off the lights
for certain houses, people devise
means 0 share the use of electricity.
They make cooking [facilities
available or use extension cords to
help those whose elecincity has been
cut off.

These joint ventures have helped
bring people wgether and strengthen

®from page 29

Said a Bophelong Civic spokes-
person, “they first evict a family and
then confliscate furniture and other

hec:sehold property.”
“Council police demand R400 in

majority of residents still maintain
that they cannot buy what belongs o

order o have your property returned| them.

and this money gocs towards rent
payment. Bul people do not pay this
moncy.”

More recently the council has
encouraged residenis to buy their
houses at "reduced prices”. Some
companies are giving their employees
loans for this.

But even this seems to have little hope
of success. The majority of residents
can't afford even the reduced pri

And, sccording to the VCA, the

The move is also seen as another

atlempt 1o get rent “through the back
door™. Mhmﬂm:lrhuh.iﬂ:

Bophelong civic has senl a
memorandum to Lekoa Town Clerk
Nic Louw stating that houses in

Bophelong have long been paid oll
and residents have decided to stop
paying rent.

Louw has not yet replied to the
memorandum.

So the rent issue remains deadlocked
with commumity leaders calling on the
government o intervene and write off
renl aITCars.

Organisation

The VCA sees the building and
strengthening of organisation as a key

Organisation is the key says VCA

priority.

The civic and ils structures haven'l
yet managed to recover since il was
severcly crippled by rcpression. This
includes the detention and charging of
lcading activists in 1984 and again
during the two state of emergencies.

“But we have managed 1o pull
lh:mlghmdwe have now sef Up an
interim commiliee representing the
whole Vaal”, says a VCA organiser.

“We are working hard to build
grassrools struciurcs like street and
zonal commitlees and o stremgthen
co-ordination between civics of

vanous lownships in the Vaal,

"We have been having contact with
Cosatua to tackle some ol the problems,
especially the rent issue, and more
cspecially the one conceming loans
Irhl:hhlvcbumgwcnluwmkmb}r
some companics.”

"We want to have ongoing,
permanent and principled relations
with Cosatu and other democratic
Slruciurcs.

“The youth are also in Lhe [orelront
in involving residents in a more direct
way in defending themselves against
raids and eviction.”

"We have 1o involve all the sections
of our community, including teachers,
nurses, doctors and other upper-class
people who are presently un-
orgamsed.

—
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THE UNITED Mations designated
1987 as the Year of Shelter for the
Homeless. The South African
government on the other hand, by itz
policy of removals, has rendered the
people of Mogopa, in the Western
Transvaal, homeless.

The Mogopa people were forcibly
removed from their land in 1984 and
have been ballling o return there
ever since.

“We are going back to Mogor ",
declared one of the leaders recently.

He said the Mogopa people first
trekked from the Free State in 1912
after "greedy while lfarmers™ had
tried to force them to share their
livestock with them. They crossed
the Vaal River into the Transvaal.

With part of their livestock they
bought a farm known as Swartrand
and were given a litle deed for the
farm by the then government.

In the beginning life was not casy as
there was a shortage of water. They
had to get water from neighbouring
farms. They then decided to bore
waterholes. "We dug for water with
our own hands.”

Al first there was enough land for
everyone. "We shared it equally
amongst oursclves. Rainfall was
good and it allowed for ploughing as
well as cattle grazing and breeding.”

Later the Mogopa people bought
another larm, Haricbeeslaagie, Lo
accomodate their growing
population. Again lille deeds were
issued.

They built clinics, schools, churches
and erected windmills. "We did this
with our own sweat and blood. The
government did not subsidise any of
these projects. Ulimately we became
almost self-sullicient, and we even
slarted selling some of our grain
produce o the Venterdorp
Granary.”

Life went on peaccfully until 1984
when the South African government
decided o move the people. Along
‘with the local headman, the majority
of the people were strongly against
the removals. Bul the government
conspired with an unpopular
heasdman, Jacob More, who had
earlier been deposed by the villagers
He and a group of his followers
agreed o move o Pachsdraai, an
arid camp necar the Bophuthatswana
border.

Deputations

The Mogopa people sent a number
of deputations and letters to the
governmenl. Al onc such meeling,
Deputy Minister of Education and
Development Aid, Hendrick Tempel
proposed thal the people should
move o Polgielershoogie, Rooiwal
and Kallerskraal. These arcas were
o be consolidaled into one area.

“We asked Tempel, if we accept |
these arcas, would we have security |5

of tenure, security of title deeds and
South African citizenship, would the
land be incorporated into

Bophuthatswana, and would the land
be equal in size o the our land al

ogopa.”

The Deputy Minister gave no
assurances excepl that the land could
be incorporaled inlo
Bophuthatswana. This would mean
that the SA government would have
no authorily over them and they
would be at the mercy of the
banlustan governmenl The people
rejecied the offer.

The governmenl then issued a ten
day ultimatum Lo the people o move
lo Pachsdraai. National and
international pressures and the
Mogopa people’s resolve lo resist the
removal forced the government Lo
backtrack for a while. But on the
14th of February 1984, they were
forcibly removed to I“r.:hmdnn
The Mogopa people lodged a case
against the removal with the
Appelate Division. Bul while the caze
was being heard, the government
used the nolorious Expmpruunn Act
o seize the Mogopa people’s land.
The court ruled in favour of the
Mogopa people. But they could not
go back because their land was now
in the hands of the povernmentL.

“"We decided 0 go o Bethanie - just

he batle o
go back to the
land continues

Above: Members of the uprooted
Mogopa community stand around, their
belongings loaded into trucks. nght'
speaker at a meeting of Hugupa pa- nle -

"We will return to
of forced removal.

o get a shield from our paramount
chiel. With the help of the South
African Council of Churches and the

‘ransvaal Rural Action Commitiee
~e managed to do that™

But life at Bethanie was miserable.
The land was nol workable, pension
schemes were suspended, waler
facilities were bad, as a resull of
which many people died.

Al Bethanie they me the Machavie
people who had also been forcibly
removed from their land in 1971.
The two communities shared a
common desire - Lo resist being put
inlo rescitlement arcas and Lo
continue the struggle for their birth
right.

Life became more and more
unbcarable at Bethanie. The SACC
and TRAC investigated the
possibility of securing farms for the
lwo communilics, near their original
[arms. This was possible due to
“reforms” in section 5 of the Black
Administration Act, which allowed
black people o buy land near white
[arms.

Eventually the lfarm Holgat was
purchased for the Mogopa and
Machavic pcople as well as for
Holgat farmworkers. The project

was known as Lhe Bolshabelo TrasL
The farm beionged to the
Hermansburg Mission and had been
on sale for a long time. The scheme
was legal and the government was
informed of the move.

On July 7, 1987, just as the farm was
about to be transferred o the people,
the governmenl again expropriated
the land.

The government said the land was
expropriated for ‘public purposes’ o
cxpand the Bethel Mission School
into an agricultural college. But
when the Botshabelo Trust bought
Holgat, the Bethel Mission land was
not included.

It was also reliably learnt thal the
government acted out of pressure
from surrounding white larmers
who could not bear the sight of
blacks farming next to them.

Homeless again

The Mogopa people were once again
left homeless and with no land. "We
arc being trealed, not as people, but
as animals to be herded around or
birds thal can live in the sky with no
home on earth.”

In preparation for the move Lo
Holgat, the Mogopa and Machavie
pcople had made cxiensive plm:
about how 1o rum the project
mllml.w:lr They had discussed
issucs such as farming, housing,
cattle, crops, water and working
commitices. They had come 0 accepl
cach other and lcamt a lot from each
olhers experience.

“All our plans have been destroyed
by a letier from the governmenl . we
believe the government's reason for
cxpropriating the farm was o defcat
our plans for the futwre,” zaid a
Mogopa leader.

He said both groups resolved o
fight the Expropriation Act. Failing
that, they would struggle according
lo their means and history. Secing
that it is difficult 1o fight the
Expropriation Act which is nothing
but an expansion of the apartheid
laws, the Mogopa people had no
choice bul 1o “go back and reclaim
our farm.”

Delermined (o retumn, they appealed
lo progressive orgamnisalions,
nalionally and inlcrmationally, Lo
support them and 1o be wilness (o
their peaceful long march back o
Mogopa.

*We are well aware of the risks
involved in the proposed march, but
it is our moral right to go back. The
government might call us criminals,
Nevertheless we are delermined lo
go back. We'll stop at nothing for
now we have no land!”

Frightened by the determination of
the Mogopa people to march with
courage back to their land, the
Minister of Education and
Dev ‘ord << Aid, Dr.Gerrit Viljoen
sent an urgent telex pleading for a
meeting with the Mogopa people’s

nlative. Convinced
by the legitimale demand for their
land and the legal ground on which
|rhqr stood, the people had nothing to
car.

Al a2 mass meeling to discuss the
minisler's proposal the people
resolved to send their representatives
o meet the minister.

On the 5th September,at Pretoria's
Union Buildings, the Mogopa people
met the minister.

He offered them land at Boshock
and Vaalkop, near Bophuthatswana.

The Mogopa people stuck o their
earlier stand of rejecling any land
associated with Bophuthatswana.,
While the land was still part of SA,
they suspecied it would be
incorporated into the bantustan.

"We rejected his offer out of hand.
We don't want to be part of any
homeland government because we
also don’t wanl o lose our South
African citizenship merely to

Minister responds
become Bophuthalswana cilizens.”
said their leader.

The delegation pointed out to the
minister that nothing short of the
land at Mogopa will satisfy them.

The minister responded that this was
against government policy, and he
could not offer them Mogopa.
Nonetheless, he was "prepared 1o
solve the problem once and for all,
and o avoid conflict”.

“We then pointed out to him uu: we
would rather be resettled at “free’
land like Mathopestad and Matlala or
we will move from Bethanic o
Mogopa on the 12th September,” said
a spokesperson for the Mogopa
people.

Preparations for the long march
back 1o Mogopa were already al an
advanced stage. Trucks had been
hired, people were packing their
“b-l:lungmg: and awaiting call for the
march o begin when the government
came up with another offer.

The Minister backtracked from his
initial position and offered the
Mogopa people a lemporary
resctllement area at Onderstepoort.

"Onderstepoort can accomodate all
of us on a temporary basis ... it has
schools and enough walter supply. It
15 better than the desperale situation
“~der which we were living in in
Bethanic. Originally the place was
meant for the resettlement of the
Mathopestad people. Due Lo the
resistance of the Mathope's combined
wilh the the protracted struggle of
the Mogopa people, the Mathopes
were reprieved,” said a Mogopa
spokesperson.

The Onderstepoort offer is “of
course a lemporary viclory for us,
since the government has failed to
force us (o accepl resettlement at
Pachsdraai”,

The Minister offered tin shacks for
accommodation and trucks to ferry
the people o Ondersicpoort. This
was seen as an attempt by the
government o win Lhe trust of the
people and push aside support
organisations such as Trac and SACC
which have been involved in helping
in accomodation, food, transport and
clothing. The Minister also offercd
o pay pensions to the aged which was
slopped a while ago.

The lemporary resclllement expires
after three months, aflter which the
Minister, having consulied with the
cabinet, will have to offer an
acceplable permanent altemative.

The people of Magopa are resolute:
“We will never give up our struggles
unlil we are back in our place of
birth - Magopa.
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POTWA

POST OFFICE workers recently
won their battle against the
government's Post and Tele-

For necarly six weecks the 20000
strong Post and Telecommunications
Workers Association (Potwa) led
their strike in support of demands
including equal wages and an end 10
unfair dismissals and 1o the racist
athiudes of emicnl.

Potwa president, Vusi Kumalo and
vice president Bob Mabaso spoke o
Saspu National about the strike and
the formation of Potwa.

Why was POTWA formed?

The Post and Telecommunicalions
Department is stalc-owned. Working
conditions are lerrible and
management is sccn as racisi. For
ycars there was no vehicle through
which the workers could channel
their gricvances.

Afler 1976 management had o
introduced the liason commiltece
sysiem 10 contain the militancy of the
workers. Workers never ok them
scriously. White men always chaired
the mectings. The problem was
always racism, it was impossiblc for
there to be a "neutral’ white
chairperson in that atmosphere.
Liason committee members were
always chosen by the management.
In some cases, the chairperson
himself was the cause of trouble, and
the worker would have 1w lodge a
complaint with the committce
chaired by the person causing the

Black workers didn't have the
option of taking their problems 1o
any structure above the Liason
Commillee, and it was accountable 1o
nobody. There was mo proper
bargaiming. All the management
could do was 10 act as an arbitrator
although thecy themseclves were the
problem.,

So the very fact that there is
apartheid, racism, discrimination
and incquality in the post ollice - all
those problems led to the formation
of Potwa.

How did you finally over-
throw the Liason Eﬂll‘ﬂi’lﬂﬂ
system?

The liason commitioe system proved
increasingly uscless. Anger and
frustration built up. There were
sporadic confrontations by
individual workers who could no
longer wlerate their oppression.

Some supposedly “co-opied’ people
on the liason committce who were
not happy with it were uscful when
we slarted forming our own
OTganisalion.

In unorganised plants workers are
always afraid Lo participale in the
formation of trade unions. So
dissatisfied elements in the Liason
Committecs were the ones who freed
the workers from their fears, telling
them we need an organisation of our
own whorc we can sil on our own at
our own lme and discuss our

Workers in the Post and
Telecommunication scclor wanted
something 1o deal with the practical
problems they [aced. They lormed
themselves into staff associations,
management could not do anything
without their approval.

Many plants all over the country
staried forming staff associations
which took up issues al the

level. We brought the siaff
associalions together o form a
bigger association. That is how the
Liason Committces collapsed and
how Potwa came inlo being.

Has the growth of Cosatu
contributed to the union-
isation of postal workers and
why have there been so0
many strikes in this sector?

THE DAY

Potwa members singing and dancing their way to wvicto

lb.,_, -ﬂ.i i-. i

THE POSTMAN NEVER
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Potwa leaders speak about the union behind the

strike that led to a victory for postal workers.

are moving 1o a certain level. There
have been many cnmnbuh.ng factors,
incloding Cosatu's positive influence.

There arc deep-rooted difficulties
which workers experience so as soon
as there was a way o address them it
was uscd. It indicates how many
dilficulties the workers had prior 1o
the existence of Polwa

Demands in individual plants are
quite similar. Most of the dispuies
are about unfair dismissal.

Are the strikes usually
initiated by skilled or
unskilled workers?

The situation is in most cases
spontancous. In Potwa we don't
categorise workers. Unflair
dismissals happen in both the
engineering and the administration
departmenis.,

In the Eastern Cape there was a
clerk involved and in Power Park it
wat i labourer. Bul m Potwa we ireat
each others as workers - there is no
classification.

What effect do strikes have
on the telecommunication
system?

It haz a tremendous effect on the
communication system of South
Africa as a whole. The business
scctor was severely affecied. S5ome
telephones and telexes were out of
order and there weren't cnough
people to repair them.

The autobanks were also affected
because they also rely on the cables
supplicd by the post offlice 1o link
with the central data exchange of the
hanks.

What issues did Potwa dis-
cuss with the Minister of Post
and Telecommunications?

First we told the Minister that it is
Potwa's policy w0 negotiate. Second,
we impressed upon them that the
situation was getting oul ol hand [or
both partics: as days went by without
problems bcing resolved, the
workers' anger increased.
Management was UnCOMPromising
saying that they would not accede 1o
our demands. We said let us not let

Determination is writlen on their faces as P.0. workers resclve
1o continue their strike.

the simiation reach an explosive level,
let us put our heads together for the
benefit of all parties.

Al the end of it all we have 10 come
and sit at a conference table and start
negoliations, so why don’t we star
now, without involving third partics
like the police and the army and
without using mass dismissals.

We also discussed the living wage,
wage panly, issucs [rom the Easicrn
Cape and Chucnespoort as well as
delentions associated with the work
sioppage.

The Minister thought he was coming
1o dictale 1o us. He was wolally against
compromise and concession and was
obstinate throughout the meeting.
Eventually he walked oul
Then the Postal, Telephone and
Telegraph Intermational (TTI),
threaicned o cul communicalion
links between South Africa's
ambassadors abroad and Pretoria af
the workers' problems weren't
addressed.

Owing o the intervention of the
TTI, the Department was forced 1o

resume negoliations with Polwa,

How do you view the TTI's
role?

PFW Botha always says that exicrnal
pressure cannol bring aboutl change
in this country. They won't show that
they're taking the threat seriously
because it is extemnal. | think the real
pressure comes from Polwa but we
welcome the solidarity those people
showed.

The TTI played a mediatory role
between the Depaniment and Poiwa
and hicld talks wath the minister and
got the him to listen 1o the demands
of the workers.

Without the TTI we wouldnt have
scitled the dispule yet. The minisicr
was forced 1o send the deputy Post
Masier General 10 speak 10 Potwa.

What agreements were
reached in the second round
of negotiations?

We first discussed what we call

supervision parity whereby blacks of
the same rank as whiles cannot
supcrvise whites. We [clt that if a
while person is below a black in rank
he must be under that black
SUPCTVisOor.

The other part of parily was in
salary. On July 1, the post office
introduced new salary scales for
everyone irrespective of race or
colour. As soon as blacks were part
of this new system, they were
automatically taken down Iwo
notches.

With the introduction of the ncw
scales, people lost their chance of
promotion. Potwa fought for the
abolition of this sysiem.

We also fought for the equality of
salaries of workers in the same rank
irrespective of colour or race.

The agreement we reached was that
a new mechanism has 1o be
mniroduced by the Department based
on parity as we scc il. Potwa and
management agreed that Ihc._'.r will
jointly assess and monitor the
implementation of this agrcement
and report in April next year.

On the parity issue we realised that
we weren't only [lighting
management and the bt
also the govemment. When we ook
on the issue of supervision of whites
by blacks it became a political issue.

We realised that as Potwa alone we
cannot win. It meant that all the
public sector workers must look nto
strategies of handling the issucs
together. Because the problem of
discnimmalion reigns supreme m ths
sector.

On the dismissals of those who were
on sirike, we agreed that all those
workers will have o reapply. We
made it clear o the management that
if there is any victimisation we will
lake legal action. Any violabon of
these agreements will be reported
through the shopstewards.

The management agreed (o a pay the
labourcrs R380 which they accepied,
subject 10 review. The minimum
which the workers want is R450.

On the Eastern Cape issuc, where
workers had been on strike since
June 23, we reached a deadlock. The
case is aboul sixty workers who were
dismissed around 1985 and early this
year. We agreed that Potwa will
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"Potwa does
not regard Its
fight in Isolation
This Is a fight of
our people against
the governmant.
Potwa Is only part
of the struggle to
halp us realise our
rights."”

bring the case up with management
and substantiate whether they were
fairly or unfairly dismissed.

If there was unfair dismissal, the
department was o re-employ them.
Initially they said that they were not
prepared 1o re- employ them, all they
could do with them would be to put
them on a pnornity list until vacancies
occur. We o prove unfaimess
and get the workers jobs back.

What did you discuss about
police harassment?

We told them that since police had
been harassing us, we were of the
opinion that the Dcpulmmt of Post
and Telecommunication and the
Department of Police work together.
~They did nothing to stop the police
from coming. Also management had
given us the guarantee that no
supervisor would harass striking
workers but Poiwa found that the
Post Office had had a hand in the
detention of the postal workers.

One morning a white superviser
from Albecrton was in the company
of the security police who detained
three comrades from Vosloorus.

Has Potwa received support
from other organisations?

We have support and solidarity from
people in many scctors. We are not
alone.

We are fighting for a common goal,
all of us, although in different ways.
Everbody is behind us.

What is Potwa's position on
non-racialism?

Poiwa's constitution is mon-racial.
Some workers are aclivisis in
progressive organisations in the
community which will lay the
conditions for the growth of Potwa
into a true non-racial trade union.
Altempts have been made 1o
organise the Indian and so-called
Coloured workers. Before Potwa
came into being, there were scparate
Associations [or the so-called
Coloureds and the Indians.

How many branches does
Potwa have?

‘We have cight regions: Port Natal,
OFS, Eastern Cape, Western Cape,

Northern Cape, South Eastern |

Transvaal, Morthern Tun.wa:l and
the Witwatersrand region.

All these regions arc strong cn:r:plf f

for the Northern Cape, around
Kimberley. Here wh have problems,
buit these will be altended to,

Will Potwa align itself with
ny of the major labour
federations?

That will be answercd by our
Congress. We have always believed
that that question has 1o be answered
by our members. Al the Congress we
will take a firm stand.

Do you have any other
message from Potwa?

That Potwa docs not regard its fight
in isolation. This is a fight of our
people against the government.
Potwa is only part the siruggle to
help us realise our rights, We stan al
the plant level, lighting for bread and

Potwa official addresses workers at unlon meeting held at
Sowelo's Regina Mundi.

butter issues, but our goal is the total
transfer of power from the
undemocratic minorily lo the
democratic majority.

Potwa's message 1o the people of
this country is that they must come
out in support of the cffons of all
workers and the people i this cause,

We endorse the ellorts 1o create one
union one federation in once country,

I ——

Municipal workers
score a first from
Soweto Council

After a week-long strike municipal

workers have won recognition

for their union, Mwusa.

FOLLOWING a week long strike in
August by municipal workers, the
Soweto Council has acceded to
worker demands for better wages
and working conditions and an end 1o
unfair dismissals.

The basis has been laid for the
formation of the giant Municipal
Workers Union of South Africa
(MWUSA) as a force through which
workers in this sector will push their
demands forward in a co- ordinated
and uniled action.

For decades, workers in this sector
have had nmo democratic
representation. Their voices were
never heard alongside other workers
in the state controlled public sectors
such as the South Afnican Transport
Services and the Post and
T .

Mwusa organisers said the much

licised strikes in the mining
dustry and the Post and
Ti Department had
an impact on the municipal workers
in Sowelo.

The strike, which started on Monday
August 17, wok place at nine Soweto
Council offices. All sectors of the
council workers, including clerks
and some Council police, downed
ool in support of their demands.

Mwusa says tempers flared when
Soweto mayor Nelson Botile wold
council drivers that they would have
1o pay R2 500 whenever they were
involved in accidenis when driving
council vehicles. But Mwusa says that
workers refused 1o bind themselves
to anything until they had consulted
their union.

“They ignored Botile’s instruction
and held their own meeting the next
day. They they decided on other
demands and not o go to work uniil
their demands had been met. They
also demanded that Botile apologise
for the bad things he was reported to
have said to them.

"The mayor was [orced 10
apologise, but the workers stood by
their other demands. They refused 1o
go back to work until they had met
the entire Executive Committes of
the Sowelo Council in order 1o
present their gricvances”™.

A commitiee of ten pcople was
elected 1o take the workers' demands
to the Council Executive meeling
scheduled 1o take place aflter the
oulbreak of the sirike. All calegornics
of workers were represented in the
meeting which resolved to meet with
the Council management.

Issues raised by the workers
included:

@®Unfair dismissals: Workers
complained that they were victimised
and dismissed unfairly whenever
they raised grievances with the
council.

®Wage increases: Workers said the
council had not fulfilled its promise,
made in carly April, to increase their
wages by 12,5 and 20 percent.

Mwusa says it was discovered that
the council had been silent about
money for the increases received
from Preloria.

Reliable sources say the Minister of
Constitutional Development and
Planning, Chris Heunis, reprimanded
!iht: mayor for nol paying out the
increases.

®Underpaid drivers: People
employed as labourers who had
drivers licences were forced 1o work
as drivers but were not paid drivers'
Wages.

®Discrimination: White employees
of the council were given better paid
jobs than their black colleagues who
were suitably qualified. Workers
complained that a number of whites
had not passed matric and some
presented forged certificates when
they applied for jobs.

@51aff Associations: Workers
‘demanded that staff associations
should be because they had
failed to take up workers' gricvances.
The associalions were headed by
superinicndenis, and other commiice
members were appointed by
management

A monthly subscription [ee of RS
was deducted from workers' wages
1o maintain a body which they had
not elected.

Workers demanded the freedom 1o
belong 1o & union or an association of

The municipal workers strike placed

reat pressure on the Sowelo
gluun:il. Services were discontinued
and the council's work was disrupted.
The council eventually met all
workers' demands.

The Council agreed not to victimise
the workers. Instead, any problem
between the man ent and the
workers would in future be tackled
jointly by the union and the
management.

The demand for the freedom of
association was also won along with
the recognition of the union. Mwusa
announced that they are now the sole
representative of the workers in the
Soweto Council,

In consolidating and defending the
gains made, Mwusa says:

“"We do not believe that this victory
is the end of the game. It aclually
marks the beginning of the [irst step,
that is massive unionisation of the
workers. From there we will decide
what further steps 1o take”.

Alter the outbreak of the strike
many workers swelled the ranks of
Mwusa and a record 1 832 workers
joined the union. Many workers
joined the few drivers and cleaners
who started the union and paid-up
membership rose o well over 3000.

“Workers must take control of
umion structures, altend mectings and
make decisions themselves,” said
Mwusa. “The union is the workers
and the workers are the union,”

"This victory is not the end of the game.
Itis the first step towards the massive
unionisation of workers."
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FARMWORKERS

ORGANISING farmworkers is an uphill battle, but despile
huge obstacles, the trade union movement has started the climb.

They have been horrified at workers conditions. “Farm
workers are still iving under feudalism,” says Sebastian Hempe
ol Fawu (Food and Allied Workers Union), a Congress of
South African Trade Unions (Cosatu) afTiliate,

In addition 1o Fawu, the National Union of Farmworkers, the
Orange Vaal General Workers Union and the South African
Allied Workers Union are also organising farmworkers. Some
progress has been made, with 20 000 of the B60 000 farm
workers organised.

In commilting itself to organising farmworkers, Cosatu has
laken on a formidable enemy - and an organised one.
Commercial farmers in South Africa are the most determined
bastion of Apartheid racism, and the backbone of the far right
in South African politics.

They see themselves as the heart and soul of the Afrikaner
nation, in the tradition of their colonial forebears.

In many arcas they have formed their own paramilitary
vigilanic squads, under the leadership of the neo-fascist
Alrikaner Weerstandsbeweging (AWB).

They are also tighty integrated into the SADF's civil defence
nciworks.

For farmworkers life is hell. "They are isolated on these huge
farms miles from town, and therefore very vulnerable,” says
Hempe.

They live in debl to their employers, their wages nol sufficient
w cover the goods they are forced o buy at the expensive
[armstores, their movement is controlled by Apartheid laws.
Many workers, especially seasonal workers, are still paid in
kind, leaving them to try o sell the produce, or in the case of
the lot-sysiem, o drink themselves into alchoholism - a faclor
making organisation even more difficult.

The workers have no legal prolection. Their exclusion from
the labour relations act means they can be hired and fired al
will. They have no right o organise and no protection from
victimisation or from unfair labour practices.

Organising on the farms is no
easy task. But trade unions are
going into battle against this
bastion of Apartheid exploitation.

ON THE

And practices are often unfair. In one of the few incidents to
come o court, Johannes Bekker was charged with Mogging a
woman farmworker for making a noise in the slecping
quaners.

Bekker had taken her inlo the bam, and ordered her o lie
down on a Lable. When she refused, she was bealen wilh a
sjambok. She ran and hid behind a piece of machinery. Bekker
then threw pieces of concrete at her. He and his 13-year old son
then caught her, tied her hands and legs and both assaulied her.

Bekker admitted guilt but argued that it is “a long-standing
traditional practice,” to flog workers. He also stated that "l am
responsible for the workers like a father. | have a fatherly
responsibilily towards them as long as they live on my farm.”

As punishment for these actions the court fined Bekker a mere
RS0.

In another incident, a farm manager was found guilty of
kidnapping a farmworker's child, handcuffing him in his
garage overnight, and assaulting him. The child, Heary Zondi,
died of head injuries the next day. The farm manager was fined
R&50.

Although legal protection may be exitended o farmworkers at
some stage, the government has stalled publication of a report
which some feel suggests the extension.

The report was completed in 1984 by the National Manpower
Commission. [is delay has prompled lawyers lo believe that it
recommends legal action for farmworkers which will give

them the rights fought for by industrial workers for 60 years
and finally won in 1979,

Until then, organising farmworkers is a risky business for
trade unionists and workers alike. The first problem is to get
access 1o the farm workers. “The farms are privale property so
we can'l just enter and organise. The only way is standing there
al the gate of the farm, waiting for the workers lo knock off.
You have lo get them Lo leave the farm property.”

But even lalking to the union can pul the farmworkers jobs in
danger. "On one farm, 19 workers were fired, evicted and then
arrested for trespass just for signing union forms, says Hempe.
“And if farm workers arc dismissed, then o be honest, there's
very little you can do.”

In Graafl Reinett, the local priest was also a UDF supporter,
and was able o visil the farms to conduct services and
ceremonies, and Lo organise.

But afier his detention and attacks on his church, few farmers
would let him onto their land, petrol bomb attacks put his life in
danger and farmworkers were afraid thal [urther contact with

NEARLY HALF the black Soulh
Alrican workforce is unemployed.
300 000 black school leavers join the
job market each year.

Retrenchments continue to spiral,
and the heaviest burden of the
currenl economic crisis is being
shifted onto the shoulders of the
working class.

But the unemployed are organising
to fight back - under the banner of
the Unemployed Workers Co-
ordinating Committee, (UWCC).

An unemployed workers’
organiscr cxplains how
uncmployment devastates people's
lives.

“We know the sulfering, the pain,
the horror of unemployment. We
know the daily struggle to survive
without a job. The daily struggle
against slarvation. The daily
suffering of the children. The broken
home. The tensions between youth
and parents. Some escape (o suicide,
others turn to heavy drinking 1o
cover the pain,” he says.

The unemployed do not know how
they are going to feed their families
from one day to the next. They face
eviction from their houses if they
don't pay rent. They are desperate.
And this desperation can lecad them
into conflict with employed workers
- which suils the interests of the
bosses and the state.

“In every capilalist country the
bosses need unemployment Lo
weaken the power of the workers, to
keep wages down, and weaken the
strength of the employed,” the
organiser explains.

Building organisation that
strengthens unity between employed
and unemployed workers is an
urgent priority, so that capital cannot
play them ofT against each other.

“The problems of the unemployed
are also the problems of the workers
in the factories, and their problems
arc ours,” he says. “We call for
support from the unions in our
struggle - support from the industrial
strength and the strike weapon of the
cmployed.

“Al the same time, the organised
unemployed will mobilise support
for the unions. So when workers are
on sinke, the organised unemployed
can help stop scabbing and build
solidarity in the community,” he
says.

Shop steward locals, which draw
together shop stewards from all
factories in the area, are key forums
in which issues of general working
class concern are discussed.
Representatives from community,
student and youth organisations also
atlend.

"The locals can become places
where problems facing the working
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people are discussed, where decisions
are made on a broader basis - and not
on the basis of narrow trade union
considerations.”

The locals are seen as one place
where unity can be developed.

This unily is urgent because the
plight of the unemployed is being
exploited as part of the atiempts to
divide and rule the townships, and
destroy the democralic forces.

sSome unemployed workers have
been recruited into the
“kilskonstabels™ - the municipal
police that enforce control ol the
discredited black community
councils. The “green beans™ (s0
called because of their uniforms)
have been responsible for evicling
rent-defauliers from their homes, as
part of the council strategy to break
the rent boycoits.

The unemployed may also be
recruited by the criminal vigilante
gangs that terrorise the townships,
targeling progressive aclivists and
their families, petrol bombing their
houses, kidnapping and torturing
them.

The vigilante gangs are among the
most serious enemies of progressive
urgunisatinn.,ind aclivists have little
recourse o prolection from their
criminal activilies.

For unpoliticised sectors of the
unemployed, faced with the loss of
self esteem,sense of impotence that
comes wilh unemployment, the
power and the payment for being a
vigilante is a powerful incentive.

Unemployed workers'
organisalion therefore has 1o
confront the issue of survival, to
initiate strategies of struggle that
create jobs, and to build salidarity in
action with organised workers and
the community.

Organisations emphasise that
unemployment is a problem rooted
in capitalism: “The workers® solution
o unemployment is o organise and
build their strength to cut out the
rool of the problem - to end the
bosscs” profit system and organise
the economy according to workers
needs.”

Each struggle for short term
demands must build the strength of
organisation for the next oflensive.
“The working class learns through
cxpericnce and action, nol just

U
words,” the organiscr explains.

“Our action and demands have to
show workers that the profit system
is rotten. They have to show the
workcrs Lthe need to build their
strength. And they have to raise the

It is within this framework that the
UWCC has targeted its key demands.
These are reflected in Cosalu’s
resolutions on unemployment. They
say: Defend all jobs; a shorter
working weck and a ban on
overlime; improved unemployment
benefits for all workers; build public
works o provide jobs; build co-
operatives.

The UWCC sees the campaign
calling for public works as a strong
demand. The struggle to win il can
involve all workers. The process also
involves consulting the community
about what their needs are, and this
consolidates unity.

The more the government rel isc
lo accept this demand, the more they
expose whose interests they serve.
Because, for example, there is a
desperate shorlage of housing, the
uncmployed are offering to build
houses, at a living wage.

If the government reluses, it
cxposcs that it is not interested in
providing jobs or houses, no matler
what it says. And if this demand is
won, workers can then struggle for
maximum control over the decision-
making process - over what work is
done, wages and lunding.

"Public works sow the secds of an
alicrnative in the wvery praclice
workers arc involved in:
determining their neceds, their
conditions, their wages, deciding on
the type of public works they need
most. This is a sced that will bear

Organising
the unem-
ployed and
uniting
them with
other
sectors is
key to a
future
which
serves the
need? of
eople ”
?athgr than |
profit.

fruit in a futwre society. under
workers control,” the organiser
explains.

Another strategy for creating jobs
is by building co-operatives. In some
townships, forms of co-operatives
have emerged in the process of
struggle.

In Quecenstown, for example,
during the consumer boycoll, the
street commiltees organised o train
the unemployed in skills ranging
from upholstery 1o shoe-mending. A
sewing co-operalive was also selup.

In Port Alfred, the consumer
boycoll also made unemployment
waorse, as while shops closed down.
Through the street committees, an
agricultural co-op was set up, with
the youth, the unemployed and the

pensioners cultivating all the back- remain linked in o the sUuEgltt

yard plols on behall of the
community. )

But unemployed organisers point
out that co-operatives producing
goods for sale have cerlain
limitations in South Africa at
present. They have o compele in a
capitalist market, if they want to
survive economically. The struggle
for survival can end up taking
precedence over all else.

They do mot challenge the
government or the bosses lo take
responsiblity for the unemployment
their system has caused. However, if
they are large enough, they can be
experiments in worker management
“But if this is our aim, the workers
who build the co-ops have to be very
clear about it. And they necd to




FARMS

him would lead to their victimisation as well. .

But workers are conlinuing to fight. A Durban law firm has
1v.:ﬂl-t.eulhrrngm-ﬂ the eviction of 900 workers from a state-owned tea

arm.

The Supreme Court challenge follows the eviction by police of
the workers from the Sapekoe Tea Estate near
Pietermaritzburg after they went on strike in protest against an
11-hour day, bad conditions and a wage of R55 a month plus a
bowl of mealiec meal each day.

Despite an original undertaking, management refused to
discuss the demands and fired the workers. Six shopstewards on
the farm were arresied and the rest of the workforce was left
peaniless with nowhene o go.

There was a brief promise of re-employment after union
lawyers threatened 1o take action but only 80 of the original
workforce were re-employed. The rest are either staying in a
tent settlement at nearby Ezitindeni or have gone back home -
mainly to the Transkei.

The lawyers are claiming that the farmers took the law inlo

UNK

outside the co-ops,” the organiser ‘

"If we are careful about the kind of
co-ops we build, this will help solve
this problem. For example, a
o ClETErS CO-Op serving food to union
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workers on a daily basis.

In order o spread jobs among
more workers, Cosalu unions have
started the fight for a shorter
working week, and a ban on
overlime. On the East Rand, the
trade unions have taken this struggle
to heart. "Twelve factories have
agreed 1o a ban on overtime,” says
the publicity secretary of the Springs
shop slewards local. “"MNow
unemployed workers are taken to do
this work.”

There iz also a struggle for
improved unemployment benefits,
and the UWCC is involved in
challenging the many cases of
corruption and incfliciency that
deprive workers of even the limited
slale support W which Lthey can gel
BCCCSS.

“It is better to solve such cases
through organisalion than through
litigation,"” he explains.

“When workers went collectively
to one Unemployment Insurance
Fund office to sort outl a complaint,
the administrators were worried,
because part of Lthe problem was
comuption. They sorted out the
problem wvery quickly, and as a
result, the office was moved inlo the
tovwnship.

“This showed workers the crucial
lesson of the workers struggle - that
they win nothing without using their
organisational strength.”

The long queues at the
Unemployed Insurance Fund counter
are also a key place tho organise and
popularise the UWCC,

All over South Africa, the
uncmployed are waking up W the
rcality that through organisation and
unily, they can not only solve their
problems of survival, but, side by
side wilth employed workers and all
organised sectors of the community,
they can start to challenge the rool
causes of the system of
uncmployment, and build a Muture in
which the economy is organised not.
for profil, but o serve the needs of
the people.

"We know the

without a job.

between youth

drinking to cover

suffering, the pain, the
horror of unamployment.
We know the dally
struggle to survive

“The dailly struggle
against starvation. The
daily suffering of the
children. The broken
home. The tensions

and parents. Some
escapea fo suicide.
Others turn to heavy

the pain.” - Unemployed
workers organiser.

UNEMPLOYED

Natal farmworkers:

they were fired and avicted
after going on strike

against an 11-hour working
day, R55 a month wages and
bad conditions. But the
battle has just begun.

their own hands in evicting the workers. I they win, all the
workers will have Lo be reaccomodated.

The unions have decided that large farms like Sapekoe are the
best places o start their fight rather than small, conservalive
private farms. "On privale farms, we haven't moved an inch,”
says a Fawu organiser.

Larger farms are often owned by indusirial monopoly
corporations. This can make them more receplive W trade
unions, as they have already been forced to accepl trade unions
in their industry. “Monopoly capital has experience in dealing
with trade unions in industry, and sees them as a necessary
evil," says .

Fawu has found it Lactically necessary Lo deal with the urban-
based management of the monopolies rather than the farm
managers, many of whom have not come o lerms with workers
flexing their collective muscle, and still rely solely on
repression o deal with worker organisation.

Fawu has taken advantage of the embarrassment such
repression could cause the monopolies, who don't want their
carefully cultivated liberal images destroyed.

Worker solidarity remains one of the strongest weapons
farmworkers have. "Al one abatloir, the workers are organised
by Fawu. So when farmers bring in the cows, these workers
boycotl certain of them in solidarity with struggles being waged
by farmworkers, they refused to slaughter the cows."

Farmers are leaming how vulnerable their crops and animals

are o worker action. A whole hall of chickens died at Farm
Fare's Eastern Cape farm because the workers were not feeding
them, forcing Farm Fare o become the first agribusiness o
sign a national agreement with FAWL.

And Fawu are confident that the other industrial monopolies
that have farming wings, like Anglo American, SA Breweries
and Premier Milling, will follow. "They will probably not
cause us too many hassles, once we can prove our
representivity,” said Hempe. _

Fawu's campaign still faces many problems. "Farmworkers
expeclations are now so high they want everything and they
want it today: posturepacdic mattresses, TV, gramaphones,
better wages, betier schooling, social security - everything
people want in an advanced society,” says Hempe.

Because farmworkers live on farms, many of their demands
ar¢ around housing conditions, schooling and other issues that
have been taken up by civic and student structures in the
townships. The unions have tried to link farmworkers with
other organisation around such issues, but this has proved (o be
exceptlionally difficult.

The difficulty again is that there are so few opportunities for
making contact as workers are so rarely able to leave the farms.

And the isolation of farmworkers from lownship struggles has
other implications oo. [n the Eastern Cape, where farmers
have retrenched workers, they have often inviled the kits-
konstabels recruiters on Lo their farms, to offer alternative
employment o retrench farmworkers.

The kits-konstabels fall under the discredited community
councils and impose township control with the SAP and SADF.

Hempe has reached the conclusion that “the only real solution
to the plight of the farmworkers is going to be a change in
ownership and control of the land.”

“Already workers in Fawu are discussing the clause in the
Freedom Charter which says "the land shall be shared by those
who work iL" We are discussing what this means because in a
future democratic South Africa the farms will be needed to
provide food for the people.”




THE SEVENTIETH birthday of ANC
Fr:tdmﬂliru“l‘mhuﬂnhhu

Tambo is five years younger that the
ANC, which marked its 75th
snniversary on 8 January this year.
His name has become inseperably
linked 1o the ANC.
He has stoored the ANC during some
ﬂmmmmmm
his leadership, the ANC has become
the key organisation in providing a
lasting solution w0 South Africa'’s

!I-hmmhdmhpmm
always been admired by all who have
known and worked with him. He is
reccived with honour by leaders and
governments the world.
In the eyes of the South African
government, however, Tambo is
regarded as the public enemy number
onc, & “lerrorist leader”, a heathen of
greal magnitude and & blood-thirsty
Moscow controlled commumist.
This prominent South African leader
was bom in 1917 in the rural town of
Bizana in the then Cape Colony.
Oliver Regmald Tambo comes from a
poor Christian family and is still
known 0 be a Christian.

Al the age of seven, he began his
formal cducation at the Ludeke
Methodist School in the Bizana district
and completed his primary education
at the Cross Mission. He then
moved o completing
his high school education at the 5t
Peters

After matriculating, he went on 1o the
University College of Fort Hare, in
Alice and with a Bachelor
of Science degree in 1941.

It was at Fort Hare that his

career began. Here he met Nelson
Mandela, who was 1o become his
friend, colleague and comrade in the
ANC.

Tambo ok wp students’ imlerests
while on campus, playing a leading
role in their demands for & Stdent
Represcntative Council (SRC) at the
§ college. He was expelled from the
university for having led a student
boycoit sround this issue, and could
not proceed with his studies for & BSc
Honowurs Degree.

In 1942 Tambo retumed Lo

Johannesburg as a maths and science
ieacher st 5t Peters.

Some of his students later played
prominent roles in South African
politics. Among these was Duma
Nokwe who became: the first African
advocate in South Africa snd later

became the general secretary of the
ANC.

Tambo soon became decply involved
in the ANC. He tcamed up with other
young militants, like Mandcla,
Sisulu, Ashby Mda, Anton Lembede,
"Congress” Mbata, Duma Nokwe,
David Bopape, William Conco,
Patrick Molaoa, Archiec Gumede.

On 27 October ANC
turned 70. A tried and tested leader, he
by friends and foes alike.

The youth were with what
they called the "humbleness of the
Tambo was instramental in the
formation of the ANC Youth League
in 1944, becoming its [irst national
secretary. He then served as its
Transvaal president and in 194849
was National vice-president.

In this period the Youth League drew
up & programme which was o change
the ANC. Adopted as the ANC's
Pro of Action at the ANC
National Congress in 1949, it set out
a new strategy of mass mobilisation
and défiant action.

In 1946 Tambo had been elected 10
the Transvaal ANC cxecutive, and in
1949, he, Mandela and Sisulu were
elected 1o the ANC national executive.

The years that followed, Tambo rose
through the ranks of the national
executive. He served as acting general
secrelary, gencral secretary, deputy
his election as president at the ANC's
Morogoro conference in 1969,

THE LAWYER

Al the same time as playng a leading
role in the ANC, Tambo ran a popular
law firm in partnership with Nelson
Mandels. '

A close associate had this to say
about it: "When the offices opened in
the moming, people just poured in. It
was respected for handling cases of
mainly victims of apartheid laws - the
pass laws, group areas, forced

president Oliver Fleq inald Tambo

s respected

removals and 50 on. The interesting
thing was that the majority of their
clients were poor people. So Tambo
and Mandela did not make money like
many other lawyers.
“They didn’t just practise law. They
were still deeply involved with the
work of the ANC. Many of their
clients were also ANC members.
"During the Alexandra bus boycoit
thcy weat out to Soweto and
organised solidarity action with the
people of Alexandra. Scores of people
were later charged for having taken
part in the bus boycolt and the
solidarity action. Mandela and Tambo
for them.”
Tambo also defended current Swapo
leader Sam Nujoma and others in a
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1952 alongside Mandela and Sisulu.
Sisulu was banned in 1954, while he
was still secretary gemeral of the

~ ANC, and Tambo served in his place.

before officially becoming the
secretary general in 1955.

In 1955 many prominent leaders of
the ANC were restricted by banning
orders, s0 Tambo ed the
ANC in the National Action Council,
which brought togcther the domands
of the people in the Freedom Charter.
In 1956, Tambo was among 156
Congress leaders charged with
EreaEOn.

As he was standing trial in 1956, he
mamicd Mmatlals Adelaide Tshukudu,
then a student at Orlando High School
and also a member of the ANC.

In 1958, he was clecied ANC deputy
president, a position he held until the
ANC was banned. The following year
he was served with a five-year
banning order.
Tambo left the country & week after

Mission and rmdE
ru;putl.’wummﬂggtc.
After his departure, g Soml
African government institulegd
measures simed al wi oo
Suu.nl'l’:‘mer on the
e o Encrgency _...,,
Tambo led the ANC in its bleakest
hour, afier the ba of the
organisation, the
dhnnhm_d

and on 16 December 1961
Umkhonto we Sizwe, its military
wing, was launched.

The ANC External Mission 'Tlﬂﬂl
il . - I
and other African state:
Among the first condocted
by trained guerillas was the Wankie
Operation in 1967, undertaken jointly
by the ANC and Zipra. Tambo saw
the guerillas into battle,
In 1969, the ANC held its Grst
national consultstive conference ol
Morogore in Tanzania. The
conforence was atiended by members
from all the levels of the ANC and
was an important milestone in the
history of the organisation.
Al the end of the conference, all
ranks of the ANC reaffirmed their
support for Tambo's leadership and
he was elecied ANC president. He
succeeded Chicl Albert Luthah who
had died in 1967.

Throughout the years he has been a

unifying force in the ANC and has

camed respect from 1]'.: enlire
of the

Today, afier 27 years in exile he has

undoubtedly emerged as a leader of

the people of South Africa.

. Arilcles published In Saspu Natlonal do nol necessarilly reflect the views of Saspu.
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