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Hero’s funeral f

THE PEOPLE of South Africa will
mourn Dr Neil Aggett by taking his
work forward,

This was the common message at
Neil Aggett's funeral when thou-
sands of people gathered near the
graveside to hear speaker after spe-
aker outline-the ideals of the Trans-
vaal secretary of the Food and
Canning Workers Union (FCWLU)
who died in detention on February
5.

“T'he monument we must build to
Neil is the unity of the trade union
movement’, said one speaker.

Earlier over 5 000 people from all
over the country — trade unionists,
workers, medical colleagues, family,
friends, students and sympathisers
— crowded the 5t Mary's Cathedral
in central Johannesburg for an emo-
tional service interspersed with
freedom songs and hymns.

Jan Theron, general secretary of
the FCWU blamed the government
for Dr Aggett’s death.

‘Let us say in plain language that a
trade unionist has died for the work
and ideals he stood for', he said.

‘In the Transvaal where so many
unions were going in different direc-
fions, Neil was the person who
brought them together, and at the
time of his death he was engaged in
forging a stronger unity".

Theron said Dr Aggent had wor-
ked for the union without pay and
had continued 10 work at Baragwa-
nath hospital as a doctor.

‘Sometimes he would work the
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whole of Friday night at the hospi-
tal, and then be in the office the next
morning to deal with workers’ prob-
lems’, he said.

After the service, a procession of
hundreds of cars gave way to a
march when mourners decided 1o
walk the 15 kilometre route to the
cemetry.

The strong presence of security
police and riot squad with sjamboks
and teargas did not dampen the spi-
rit of mourners who remained calm
and continued to chant protests and
sing freedom songs.

Dwuring the march the crowd swel-
led to over 15 000, led by union ban-
ners. As they approached the
cemetry, a group carried Dr Aggett's
coffin shoulder-high to the
graveside.

Speaking on behalf of the democ-
ratic trade unions, Dave Lewis,
general secretary of the General
Workers” Union (GWU) said the
government labelled Dr Aggett a
‘criminal’ because he had believed in
democratic worker organisations
and had been dedicated to uniting
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Pall bearers leaving the cathedral

He said the government should be
shown that *while they sit in parli-
ament passing laws about the trade

the union movemeni.

‘In a country where workers are
not allowed to have control over
anything, not even their own trade
unions, then Meil was a criminal”,

*Neil's work and Neil's death will
bring us together’, said Lewis. *His
death is a great price to pay for the
union movement, but we must now

clearly see who the common enemy
is",

union movement, their hands are

full of the blood of our heroes®.
"Hut most of all we must show the

government that for every Neil that
dies, there will be 1 000 to take his
place.”

Lewis said Oscar Mphetha ‘a
great South African leader® had cal-
led Dr Aggett *a man of the people’.

PRICE: 20 cents

“I'here is no greater thing that can
be sand abou anvbody and there's
no betler person o say it about than
Nl

Robert Gygweta, brother ol detar-
ned SAAWL president Thozamle
Gyweta said the government had
launched a “terror campaign’ against
trade unionists, community Teaders
and students.

“The ideals Meill and others have
died for are now stronger than ever®,
he said.

A friend and colleague of Dr
Aggett’s, Dennis Reubels sand, *For
Meil there was no dilference between
union work and medical work”,

‘Neil didn't want to be a doctor
who just handed out pills — he wan-
ted to put the causes of illnesses
right”.

‘Neil believed only the organised
working class could do this’, he said.
‘But he also believed that worker
organisation - without democracy
wias meaningless’.

Reubels sand Dr Aggett was first
and foremost a democrat. *But for
Meil democracy didn't mean putting
a cross on a piece of paper once
every couple of years. For Nal
democracy was a process everyone
should take part in everyday.’

*As David Lewis has said, the best
memorial we can erect is a living
memorial — a memonal to remem-
ber how he lived and why he died".
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Food and Canning Workers’ Union:

Tribute to Neill Aggett

ON 17 November 1981 Neil Aggetl,
our Transvaal Regional Secretary,
was detained by security police. His
comrades in our Union and the trade
union movement, and the thousands of
workers whom he had tirelessly wor-
ked for and whose respect he had ear-
ned, were not to see him alive again.

Al 1.30 am on § February 1981, so
the police say, Neil Aggett was found
hanging in his cell at John Vorster
Square, Johannesburg.

The trade union struggle is an open
struggle. Everything that a trade
union leader does or says is put before
the workers, who are the Union mem-
bers, for their approval. That is the
way our Union works and that is the
way Neil conducted himself.

The authorities seek to convince us
that his detention is Tor other reasons,
reasons of state security which have
nothing to do with the Union. Thisis a
lie. At the time of his detention the
Security Police took from our Johan-
nesburg office our minute book, petty
cash book, bank deposit book, receipt
book, letterheads, and Tiles on negoti-
ations with employers. The Security
Police refuse to release these books,
despite representations by our lawy-
ers, despite the fact that many of these
things were not even wsed by Neil
What have these books to do with
state security?

The workers know that Neil worked
day and night to build up the workers'

organisation. When was there time 1o
threaten state security® When will the
Security Police admit it in public: an)
Union which isn't under their thumb,
any Union which isn't in the bosses’
pocket, is regarded by them as a
threat to state security.

Meil first became involved in the

Union in 1978, when Union organi-
sers in Johannesburg to re-organize
our Johanneshurg Branch staved at
his home. The Johannesburg Branch
of the A.F. & C.W.L. had been smas-
hed after a series of bannings by the
State in the 1960°s. Yet workers in the
canning factories still remembered
the Union as a body which had stood
for their interests, and many of the
workers in 1978 had been members of
the Union before. It was these wor-
kers that were to form the backbone of
the reorganised Johanneshurg
Branch.
The Union had no resources whatever
= no Tunds with which to buy a vehicle
or pay salaries, renl offices - other
than the 20¢ subscriptions that each
member contributes.

Neil, who was a qualified doctor
and working at Baragwanath Hospi-
tal at the time, was always willing to
assist ofMicials with lifts to the facto-
ries. Later he became increasingly
drawn inlo the administration and
organization of the Branch, and was
asked to help in an official capacity.
But because there was no money (o

pay another salary and the Branch

was struggling to make ends meet, he |

continwed to work part-time as a
doctor.

At that time all the resources of the
Union were thrown into the Fattis &
Monis strike. One of the strategies
the Union resolved on was (o organize
the Fattis & Monis factory in lsando,
in' the Transvaal. Afler various
attempts to organize these workers
had failed, Neil was entrusted with the
task. He set to work, with commiit-
ment and greal persistence, organi-
zing house meetings, organizing in the
hostels of Tembisa.

Meil had been associated with Tem-
bisa since his first job in the Trans-
vaal, and sought to root the Union in
the daily lives and struggles of the
working people of Tembisa. As a
result this was the area of the Union’s
most rapid growth, to the extent that a
separate office, with its own Branch
Executive Commitiee, was necessary
in Kempton Park.

Through the same methods of tho-
rough organizing, through holding
regular meetings with workers and
committees and taking up the issues
that mattered most to workers, our
Union also grew and was consolidated
im other areas. In doing so Neil had to
overcome many difficulties such as
the apathy of the workers, lack of
resources, and the suspicion towards a
white that was shown by certain

Neil Aggett — 46th person
to die in detention

blacks who portray the struggle in
racial terms.

Neil also played a leading role in
building up links of comradeship and
solidarity between different Unions in
the Transvaal. In our own Union he
fought against any tendency lo sepa-
rate the struggles we were fighting
from the struggle of all workers, and
in the trade union movement he fought
the sectarian thinking that has weake-
ned and divided the movement as a
whole. His influence and his example
contributed 1o the success of the soli-
darity meetings between different
Unions in the Transvaal, following the
Conference of Langa in August last
year.

As a person Neil was modest and
unassuming. He never sought to build
up a personal following. Yet he com-
manded respect, by the example he
set, of quiet hard work, and by the
respect he himself showed to others.
He was greatly loved by the workers,
and our Union is proud to have been
associated with a persom of his
calibre.

He died for the work to which he
dedicated himsell: the establishment -

of a strong united democratic trade «

union movement.

Aggett stood for worker unity

DR NEIL Aggent is dead because he
stood for the unity of all workers in
all unions, speakers told a memaorial
service in Cape Town's 5t George's
Cathedral.

More than | 500 people lilled the
cathedral where messages of condo-
lences from a number of organisa-
LIS Wiere Il.'iJ.-L‘ .,

Referring 1o recent government
assurances aboul the safety of detar-
nees, the Detainees Parent’s Support
Commuttee sad Dr Aggett’s death
cxposed the *horror of their lies”.

Addressing the meeting. Jan The-
ron of the Food and Canning Wor-
ker's Union said the question was:
‘How did Neill Aggett die™

He said, “The security police who
are conducting a campaign ol
harassment against trade unions are
cooking up a show trial in which the
democratic trade unions will be
charged with furthering the aims of
the working class of South Africa’.

“Thev say Nell was detamned 1o
play a star role in that trial. No
doubt Neil is dead because that role
was not to his hking’, he said.

Shahida Issel, wife of community
leader Johnny 1ssel who has beenin

detention more than three
months, said Dr Aggett’s death sho-

for

FCWU general secretary Jan Theron adresses Cape Town memorial meeting

wed the government had no respect
for human lives.

*The death of Neil has reminded
us that when our loved ones are
taken in the early hours of the mor-
ning. we may never see them again’.
she said.

The suffering caused by detention
would continue ‘as long as injustice

continues to destroy this country’,
she said.

A strong contingent of plainclot-
hes and uniformed police kept watch
outside the cathedral duning the
Service.

The service ended with a minute’s
silence and the singing of Nkosi
Sikelele Afnika.
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Mpetha not
in court

as trial
continues

THE TRIAL of Oscar Mpetha and
18 others which has been in progress
for almost a vear now, has recom-
menced and is expected 1o contimuge
for at least another six months

Oscar Mpetha. a trade umon and
community leader. is seriously all
Many fear that the 72 vear old chair-
person of the Nyvanga Resident's
Association and African Food and
Canning Workers Union’s organi-
ser. will die before final judgement is
passed. His diabetic condition has
worsened and one foot has become
LANErenous.

Mpetha has not been granted bal
to be hospitalised and remains al
Polsmoor prison. He is taken to the
outpatients Groote Schuur lor
Ireal menlt.

No evidence has been led against
Mpetha since September last vear
and he has been excused from appe-
aring in court.

Eighteen others and five vouths.
who cannot be named because they
are under 18, are accused of murder
and face six charges under the Terro-
rism Act with alternate charges of
public violence and conspiracy.

They continue to appear in the
Cape Town Supreme Court four
days a week in what must be one of
the most drawn out and dramatic
political trials in the history ol the
Western Cape. It was alleged that
five statements made by the accused
and used by the prosecution had not
been handed over 1o the delense.
The accused in question clammed
their statements had been made
under duress.

A trial within a wrial’ followed
which questioned the admissability
of the statements. The defense made
a successiul application that the sta-
tements be handed over.

The next part of the trial within
the trial” was to determine whether
the onus was on the state or on the
defense 1o prove that the statements
had been made volumarily.,

The judgement passed on the hirst
day afier the recess was that for the
first two statements the onus lay on
the state and on.the others the onus
lay on the defense.

The trial is now proceeding with
the state attempting to prove that
these two statements were volunta-
rily made.

The courtroom was packed on the
day the trial resumed.

The prisoners are allowed visits
once a week although Mpetha's rela-
tives have occassionally had prob-
lems obtaining the required
permission.

Detention death sparks

PROTEST FOLLOWING the
death in detention of trade unionist
Dr Neil Aggett was not confined to
workers. Democrats throughout
South Africa held méetings to voice
opposition to detentions, deaths in
detention and security legislation.

In Cape Town, a meeting ol over
500 stafl and students at the Univer-
sity of Cape Town's Medical School
condemned the attitudes of the
South African Medical Council and
the Medical Association of South
Africa towards detention.

The mecting adopted a statement
by Groote Schuur Hospital's Chief
Physician, Professor P 1 Folb, saving
that the medical profession shares a
responsibility for the death in deten-
tion last Friday of Dr Neill Aggett.

The statement slammed the South
African Medical Council. *which
condoned the treatment meted out
to Biko'. for doing nothing to give
cffect to its resolution |8
months ago to change the detention
laws in order to ensure the safety and
well-being of detainees.

OWn

The Medical Association of South
Africa was also criticized for failing
to achieve any progress with regard
o the conditions of detention and
for showing ‘no public signs of
concern”.

Frances Ames, Professor of Neu-
rology at UCT, told the meeting that
suffering of Steve Biko and Neil
Aggett should concern the medical
profession as a whaole.

‘It is inconceivable that anv South
African doctor who honestly belie-
ves in the nobility of our profession
can still remain silent and passive in
the face of this challenge which stri-
kes at the very heart of our profes-
sional commitment,” she said.

The meeting also adopted a reso-
lution calling for *the abolition of
detention and the unconditional
release of all detainees’.

The resolution further demanded
that. the health of detainees be pro-
tected in the interim by free and
unrestricted access to medical per-
sonnel of their own choice.

*‘Under present circumstances, we
are forced to conclude that no-one

working for progressive change in

national

South Africa is safe under the pre-
sent gamut of security legislation’,

the resolution said.

In astatement read out at the mee-
ting UCT Principal. Dr Stuart Saun-
ders, called on South Africans to
speak up to ensure that Parliament
repeals Section Six of the Terrornsm
Act when the report of the Rabie
Commission 15 debated.

“T'he damage that the excessive
police power Section Six conveys
causes oo great a wound in the fab-
ric of our society. Lets do away with
it." the statement said.

At Baragwanath hospital in
Johannesburg, where Neil Aggeut
was a doctor at the time of his arrest,

a memonal service was held by the

protest

Transvaal Medical Society (TMS.)
In a tribute to Dr Aggett, the TMS
described him as a true health
worker.
*His concern for his patients went
bevond their immediate illness’.

The tribute said Neil had recogni-
sed that factors such as housing,
education, nutrition and a stable
home contributed to a person’s
health and this was why he became
involved in organising workers.

*Meil's death is not only a loss 1o
fellow health workers but to all
underpriviledged sectors in our
society. His death will spur us on in
our struggle for a just and democra-
tic society,’ the TMS statement said.
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Strengthen student-worker ties — Phaahla

198t MARKED an important shift

in the student movement, with stu-
dents now playing a supportive role
in workers' struggles.

Aranian Students Organisation
(AZASO) president Joe Phaahla
said this at the Nation Union of
South African Students” Nusas
congress in Cape Town — the first
time in 12 vears that a representative
from a black student organisation
had addressed a Nusas congress.

*‘But’, he wamed, “while 11 15
important in the coming year that
students continue in this direction,
we must also persist in challenging
the values upon which our society
rests’. He stressed that education
was an essential area for student
action.

He said students should consis-

tently challenge the system's ide-

ology to counter increasing atlempis

at co-opung students into the status
quo.

Phaahla cited the establishment of
SRC's on black campuses as an
example of ‘the new approach to
accomodate students. “SHC's can
be progressive’, he said. *but they
can also be a means of co-opting

students into the system.’

*We need to strengthen our orga-
nisations to resist these attempts and
al the same tume strengthen student-
worker relations so that our chal-
lenge to the wdeology 15 based on a
commitment to ending exploitation.

In this way the schools and uni-
versities must become real bases to
reject co-option and oppose exploi-
tation, he said. .

Phaahla outlined the areas n
which students, because of their par-
ticular position in society, are able to
contribute 1o the workers™ struggle.

Students. being relatively
unconstrained by responsibility, are
more able to respond o political
1ssues “without feeling the pinch’,
whereas workers usually react more
readily to matters directly affecting
their livelihood such as working
conditions and wages.

*Students have more time 1o rese-
arch. colléct data, analvse and com-
pile information which can be used
to strengthen the workers' theoreti-
cal understanding of their situation’.

The supportive role of students,
he said, extends to producing
pamphlets, stickers., collecting funds
and arranging meetings. p

Tracing the student movement
from the ANC Youth League in the
1940%s, Phaahla examined lessons
learnt from past experiences which
led to the present position.

He looked at the 196X break-away
of black students from MUSAS and
the subseguent formation of SASQ.
"Black students were frustrated with
the hiberal onentaton of MUSAS
which did not seek to tackle even the
fundamental issues on a political
and economic level.”

This split had a positive eflect on
both black and white sttudents, he
sand. on the one hand reviy ing politi-
cal debate amongst black intellectu-
als while at the same time injecting
introspection into the white student
movement.

He sad it was sull important for

black and white students 1o operat
from their own organisations, "Ead
student group faces specilic prob
lems and they must go about chal
lenging the present structures i
different wavs. It would be counter
prosductive Tor people experiencin
different situations 1o amalgamate
Black and white student organis;
tions should work together on con
mon through the
wo-operation form a base for

pssiies  and

LJULUre sOciety.

Phaahla said prniorities Tor s
dents in 1952 would be 1o st rengthe
organisation by building up demoe
ratic structures, to tackle attempis ;
co-opling students into the stan
guer and o draw more whate st
gents into the democratic mow
ment; while sustaming its supportin
role in the workers” siruggle.

Azaso to draw

up ‘Education
Charter’

The Azanian Students Organisation
(Azaso) plans to draw up an Educa-
tion Charter which will list student
«demands and rights.

This was decided at Azaso’s first
General Students Meeting of the
year, where the theme ‘Education
towards a democratic sociely’ was
adopted.

The Education Charter will be
drawn up at a conference later in the
year. Meanwhile students will pre-
pare for the conference by forming
education commitiees to examine
the education system in consultation
with educationists and community
organisations. Students will also
study alternative forms of
education,

Azaso President Joe Phaahla said
students still needed to understand
why the education system was so
repressive. "It does not simply mean
inequality in facilities. It also means

an attempt to conirol the values of
the students so that they begin to
accept racism as a way of life; so that
they accept poverty and hunger as a
necessary part of a successful socio
-economic system', he said.

A guest speaker, Zac Yacoob,
chairperson of the Democratic lawy-

ers Association (DLA) called for
closer links between students and
their community and stressed the
need for students to become invol-
ved in the struggles of their
COMMUNITIES™

The meeting., attended by stu-
dents from the Western Cape, Wils,
Turfloop, Medunsa, -Fort Hare,
Seminary Colleges, Durban/West-
ville, Rand college of Education and
Matal University unanimously pas-
sed a resolution condemning the
continued detention of students,
trade unionists and members of
community organisations.

Joe Phaahla — Azaso President

Nation’s

February 11, when over 100000
workers downed tools to protest

against the death in detention of
trade unionist Dr. Neil Aggetl was a

153f'mbc:11 of the part Aggett had pla-

yed in uniting the trade union move-
ment in South Africa.

This was said by Dave Lewis,
general secretary of the General
Workers Union (GWU) 1o thou-
sands of mourners at the graveside
of Neil Aggett, Transvaal secretary
of the Food and Canning Workers
Union (FCWLU).

—

Macwusa
five
released

PORT EFLIZABETH Fix
leading trade  unmionsts, held
monil

detention Tor almost minge
have been released.

The all Trom the Mol
Assembly and Component Worke
Unions of South Africa (Macwusa
wiere held under Section Six of th
Terronsm Act.

Four were detained at the begin
ning of June last year while travel
ling through the Transken
Apparently they were nol carryin
valid travel documents. They wer
Dumile Makanda, Macwusa chan
person, Maxwell Madingosi an
Zandile Mjuza, two Macwusa offic
als al General Motors, and Mxoli:
Didiza, a union organiscr.

The other detainee was Siph
Pityana, an organiser’ from 1tk
General Workers Union of Soul
Alrica and Macwusa.

Macwusa is an unregistered unio
bascd largely in Port Elizabeth.
had organised extensively in 1F
Ford and General Motor plants an
was heavily involved in the massn
strikes centred around the Fo
plants last year,

live,

workers down tools for Neil Aggett

employers obviously recognise that
the death in detention of a trade
unionist had serious repercussions
for labour relations, the conserva-
tive unions have not rcspd:lnrjl:d'. He
said this suggested that because they
felt threatened by the progressive
unions, the death and silencing of
democratic unionists served their
interests.

The country-wide work stoppage
involved workers mainly from the
progressive trade union movement
with FCWU"s call joined by Saawu
(South African Allied Workers

marched o

kers Unmion) and Fosatu (Federation
of South African Trade Unions).

In the eastern Cape well over
20000 workers from the Port Eliza-
beth, East London and Uitenhage
motor industry downed tools.

In the Transvaal, the work stop-
page was widely observed. At some
factories on the East Rand there was
a 100 per cent stoppage and Reel
Chemical's workers in Boksburg
the administration
Union), Gawu (General and Allied
Workers Union), GWU, AFCWU
(African Food and Canning Wor-

their workers across the country had
observed the stoppage.

Mwasa (Mcdia Workers Associ-
ation of South Africa and the SAS]

(South African Society of Jouna-
lists) also observed the hali-hour
stoppage.

International support came from
the Australian Council of Trade

Unions which called for a week-long

ban on South African shipping and

' board offices singing freedom songs.

Other forms ol protest included
motor cavalcade of 90 cars throu
Johannesburg’s city centre and
torch-light protest along Jan Smu
avenue organised by the Detaines
Parents Support Committee a
Wits students.

Wits and Rhodes universi
observed the hali=hour work sic
page. Speakers al the Wils meeti
which was attended by thousands
students, stall and university wi
kers, called for the immediate a
unconditional release of
detainees..

The hali-hour work stoppage cal-
led by the FCWU as part of a day of

mourning had been highly succesful,
FCWU general secretary secretary
Jan Theron said the Federated

Chamber of Industries and Asso-
com had been co-operative and
employers in all factories where

FCWU organised allowed the

stoppage.
Theron said in the light of this

co-operation it was notable that
TUCSA (Trade Union Council of
South Africa) had made no state-
ment on Dr Aggett’s death. *“While

Eight refuse

EIGHT STATE witnesses have been
sentenced for refusing to give evi-
dence in the Khotso Seatholo and
Masabata Loate trial in the Van-
derbjilpark Regional Court.
Seathlolo, the second president of
the once powerful Soweto Students

| Representative Council (SSRC) and

Loate, another ex-SSRC member,
are being charged under the Terro-
rsm Act.

Seatlholo is charged with forming

to give

the South African Youth Revolutio-
nary Council (SAYRCO) with the
aim of inciting blacks to revolt
against the government and to
undergo military traiming. Charges
include distnibuting pamphlets,
arranging passports and accomo-
dation for peoplé from outside the
country, and arranging meetings

beiween themselves and AZAPD
members, Sowetan journalists and

evidence at

members of the Azanian Mational

Youth Union (AZANYL ).
There has been tight police secu-

rniv throughout the tnal. The
COSAS general secretary claimed he

was stnpped naked by Security
Police on the first day of the trial.
The first state witness, a young

women, refused (o testifv. So Tar at
least cight people have refused.

Khotso trial

Some have received sentences ra
ging from 9 o0 18 months, whi

others have been remanded 1o 1l
end of the trial. One witness said st

would rather go to jail than give ev
dence for the state.

Thami Mazwai, a Sowetan jou
nalist is appealing against an

months sentence for refusing to e
tify.
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Saawu under fire from

MORE THAN 2 000 workers pac-
ked the East London city hall for the
South African Allied Workers

Union’s (Saawu) first mass meeting

of the year and one of the most
important events to take place in the
city for a long time.

The question of strategy in the
face of an intensifying oaslaught on
trade unionism in East London by
the state authorities and the bosses
was discussed by the speakers. They
all agreed that the state and mana-
gement were working hand in hand

in an attempt to bleed Saawu to

death.

For astart, Saawu’s top three East
London officials Thoramile
Ggweta, the national president; Sisa
Mjikelana, the vice president; and

Eric Mntonga, the branch chairman,
are still in detention under Section
Six of the Terrorism Act after being
arresied in early December. In addi-
tion Saawu's general secretary Sam
Kikine has been in detention since
MNovember. Despite comforting let-
ters of support from organisations
and individuals nationally and inter-

nationally the continued absence of

their leadership in difficult times has
been a hard blow 1o Saawu.
Secondly, speakers mentioned the
fact that Saawu has recently been
evicted from their offices in central
East London. The union is now hou-
sed in a previously disused church
hall in Duncan Village, some dis-
tance from the centre of the city and
inconveniently far from the

factories.

Mr M. Mdyogolo, the Union's
branch secretary condemned the
eviction, which took place under the
Group Areas Act. He said this law,
which had been used to hound
Saawu from their offices, was made
by the all-white parliament which
sat in Cape Town and failed to rep-
resent the wishes of the majority of
South Africa’s people.

‘The Laws of the Nationalist
government are draconian,’ he said.
*Not only are they used as a weapon
to crush us but they are designed 10
allow the bosses to exploit us. The
dice is loaded against the worker at
every turn.' Mdyogolo said that
until a government of the people

e

came to rulein South Africa the laws
would be framed in such a way as to

protect and condone the exploita-
tion of the workers.

Speakers also told the meeting
that key Saawu members had been
dismissed from about five factories
over the christmas period. This was
scen as part of a general offensive on
the part of the bosses to undermine
Saawu completely. Acting branch
chariman Godfrey Shiba warned the
workers to be disciplined and not
allow themselves to be provoked
into a strike because this was what
mangement wanted.

‘When there is a strike, mana-
gement fires all the workers and then

Meeting calls
to scrap all
security laws

THE TRIALS that emerge afler
people have been in detention serve
only to lghlight the tensions associ-
ated with an undemocratic socicty.

This was said in a motion passed
unanimously by over 1 (00 people at
a meeting in the Johannesburg Cent-
ral Methodist Church organised by
the Detamnees’ Parenis” Support
Committee (DPSC) 1o protest
against South Africa’s security laws.

The motion called for the immedi-
ale and unconditional release of all
detainees and the retraction of stale
security laws,

A Johannesburg lawver. Geoll
Budlender warmed of impending
political trials in the wake of deten-
tions. These were neccessary 1o give
the stamp of authority to state
actwmns, he sand.

“The security laws are the govern-
ment’s means of containing popular
pressure and removing  those in
opposition by defining them as cri-
minals who have broken the law.”

“This is why they have shut down
one avenue after another of peacelul
and legal resistance’, he said.

He described the 1953 Criminal
Law Amendment Act as a furming
point in the country’s history of rep-
ressive secunty laws. “This act was
passed 1o stop the Defiance Cam-
paign and since then we've scen a
succession of actions — bannings,
prolibition of gatherings and so on.’

In this way, he saud. legitimate and
peaceful forms of protest, demonst-
ration and expression of popular
will have been stopped.

Dr Ismail Cachalia, 3 member ol
the DPSC said: *We stand here
today in protest against the arbitrary
actions of this government —against
continued detention, interrogation
and harrassment of political priso-
ners; against bannings and viola-
tiens of personal liberties®,

He said detention is only a pan of
this country’s vicious system.

“The Unmited Nations has called
apartheid a crime against humanity.
The government says apartheid is
non-negeliable, We say our self-
respect and desire to live like human
beings is also non-negotiable’,

He said the DPSC joined all
democratic forces in calling lor the
unconditional release of all political
pIiHUI‘H.';I‘h and detainecs: for the
return of all exiles and (or a national
convention ‘where the true leaders
of our people can map out the future
of our society.”

Prolessor Jerry Coovadia of the
Matal Indian Congress condemned
detention as unjust and hopelessly
PeTVETSe.

‘It achieves nothing other than 1o
plunge this land into lawlessness and

disorder.”

He said although repression is a
constant feature in South Africa, it
reaches a pitch at points of maxi-
mum crisis.

*The brutal crackdown on demoe-
rats this summer can be seen as a
reflex by the state 1o a perceived

sure that the most powerful union
members are not taken back. The

Manpower Development Centre
will be used to screen workers from
the rural areas to take the jobs of
fired Saawu members. They want o
remove all traces of Saawu from
their factories.’

The onslaught on Saawu by the
Ciskei government was another
point rased by the speakers and the
strike at Dunlop Flooring was men-
tioned in particular as an example of
how the Ciskei intervened in Labour
disputes on the side of the bosses. At
Dunlop 450 workers went on strike
in November, demanding a refund
of their pension contributions. Man-

selectively re-employs them making gmenl took an t:c:gliuna]l; hard

Professor Jerry Coovadia, ‘the velvet glove of separate development
has been drawn off to reveal the mailed fist of apartheid’.

threat to its survival’.
“The velvel glove of separate deve-

lopment has been drawn off 1o
reveal the mailed fist of apartheid’,
he said.

Viewing the governments’ stra-
tegy of “reform’, Coovadia said this

nau pecome ‘the new catchword'
because the state had found itself in
a dilemma: it had realised that eco-
nomic growth and apartheid did not
mix.

He said this ‘reform’ included
‘independent” homelands the Presi-
dents Cauncil, the Indian Council

Students acquitted onsecurity

Clapping and shouting greeted the
acquittal of student Ben Greyling

who stood trial on charges under the

Official Secrets Act, on the 20th
January.

Greyling was detained on 30th July
last year while allegedly putting up

postens  commemoraing’ thel 60th
Annpversary rofl ithenSouwth (Afmcan
Communist Party. He first appeated

in court on the 5h of November.
The court alleged that he had incited
a member of the Defence Force.
Gerhardus van der Werll to hand
over information and documents.
which would *endanger the safetv of
the state’

Van der Werll had glready been
sentenced tg. 4, years imprsonment
for handing  over documents, dra-

wings and information about the
defence force. to a member of a ban-

ned organisation.
The charges aganst
involved inciting van der Werll to

Grevling

hand over information, drawing up
documents dealing with the treat-

ment of detainces in Kickanachad
and gertain luneuans of the Defence

Farce!

charge

The magistrate of the Johannes-
burg Regional Court acquitted Gre-
yling from all on the

grounds that the state had not pro-
ved bevond reasonable

charges

s Ccasc

doubt. Grevling was remanded in
custody. He is currently the number
| accused in a further trial involving

thrée other Wits_students, “an chard’

ges under the Internal Etl.'lll'll_t:'. Alet

and community councils. “These
reforms do not even represent the
first step to transforming apartheid’,
he said. "We reject the ploy of divi-
ding black people into urban and
rural groups; we will have nothing to
do with the sham councils of state
and local government and we will

have nothing to do with the sham,
councils of state and local grovern-
ment and we repudiate ‘total
strategy .

‘We ask for nothing less than
democracy: for an equal and just
South Africa’.

He said detentions would not stop
*this march to freedom’.

‘Detentions won't work because
they will have to detain all progres-
sive South Africans and there are
too many of us— detentions won't

Drk' bedidSe We hive too many

Brave mien dhd women inour midst.
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State

line and fired all the workers as they
left the factory gates
From the beginning mana-

gements strategy was clear. Dunlop
was only a hall orgamised factory
and they felt that by weeding out the
organised factory and they felt that
by weeding out the orgamisers by
provoking a strike (an action which
should technically be known as a
‘Lock-out’ they could look forward
to many long vears of umion-free
exploitation. But the workers put up
more of a fight than was expected
and management, in 1S attempls (o
selectively re-employ its most skilled
workers, had to send telegrams 1o
individuals asking them to return.
Also attempts to recruit scabs

Four Wits
Students face

security
charges.

FOUR WITS University students,
Ben Greyling, Elaine Mohamed,
Michael O'Donovan and Les Lax

appeared in the Johannesburg
Regional Court on Monday 8th Feb-
ruary on charges under the Internal

Security Act 1982, Greyling has
been in detention under Section 6
Internal Security Act since July last

year. The others were detained on
August |3th 1981.

Exihibited as evidence before the

court were posters, rubber gloves, a
haversack and three bottles contai-
ning turpentine. The court has heard
evidence from [sak Daniel de Vries,
a lecturer at RAU and a sell-
confessed expert on Revolutionary
groups. According to de Vries, the
words which appeared on the pos-
ters — *‘workers unite’ — are an abb-
reviation of Karl Marx's
exhortation, *“Workers of all count-
ries unite." The state alleges that the
accused made and distributed pos-
ters to commemorate the 60th Anni-
versary of the banned South African
Communist Party, and by so doing
were furthering the aims of the
Party. The accused have pleaded not
guilty.
Under Cross-examination captain A
van Nickerk, said that he never thre-
atened Greyling or any of the other 3
accused. Neither did he exert any
pressure or influence over them
during the interrogation. He denied
that Greyling was naked, handcuf-
fed and wearing leg irons when he
first saw him in his office at John
Vorster Square. Captain van Nie-
kerk also denied claims by the
defence that he destroyed Moham-
med’s statement and that she was
told she would be detained indefini-
tely if she did not co-operate.

De La Hunt, for the defence, said
that Mohammed would tell the
court of a police conversation to the
effect that she would be taken to*the
end of the room and be placed in a
blue chair® and that one of the poli-
cemen had said he could do anything
with her and no-one need ever know.

De la Hunt also put it to Captain
van Nickerk that detention was a
weapon used o intimidate. people
into making decisions under duress.

The trial continues.

through the Manpower Develop-
ment Centre failed dismally, as
EvEnLs were 1o F!IT{"I'H.'.

In a bizarre example of state and
boss working hand in hand the Rey
W. M. Xaba (Cisker's Deputv Presi-
dent) announced at a public mecting
that 250 vacancies for workers exis-
ted at the Dunlop factory. Appl-
cants had to have standard three, be

able to read and write English and
were 1o assemble at the Zwelitsha
offices of the Ciskei Central Intelli-
gence Service for personal screening
by Major General Charles, the noto-
rous head of the CCIS. The next day
General Sebe said he had screened
150 who he was going to send down
to the Dunlop factory, and at the

2
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Job

PORT ELIZABETH — The
recurrent scene of huge crowds of
job seekers outside Port Elizabeth
factonies this vear is one indication
of the growing number of unemploy.
ed people in the area.

Many of them have not had a per-
manent job for yvears, and some are
breadwinners who relw on the good
will of relatives and friends to buy
food and pay rent.

Some, who cannot afford to pay
bus fares, rise at 4 am and walk from
the city’s black residential areas to
factories near the city centre. Out-
side factones they congregate to
wait for a personnel manager to
emerge from the building and select
a few for employment.

The company official normally
surveys the crowd, from behind the
safety of a fence or gates, and ran-
domly chooses those closest.

Most job-seekers spoken to relied

on Unemployment Insurance Fund

People in the Eastern Cape

seekers queue in vain as
unemployment continues to rise
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and Bosses

same time announced he would play
a more active role In screenming
labour in the tuture

The example of the Dunlop strike,
the mass detentions of unionists by
the Ciskeil and the hostule miterinces
of the leaders of the homeland were
all hsted by the speakers as proof of
the Ciskel’s intentions - to smash
Saawu, In addition the
Unemployment Insurance Fund
rights following the *independence’
of the Ciuken last vear and the totali-
tartan  function of the labour-
marketing Manpower Development
Centre were hsted as direct threats to
worker rights and organisation,

loss  of

Mdvogolo  smid: "We  see  all

around us numerous atlempls a1

bleeding Saawu o death. Our only
reply 15 to build a solid united from
o oppose these attacks. We must be
unified in our struggle against the
evils of apartheid. the exploitation
by the bosses and the general repres-

siveness of our society,”

What the Saawu speakers were
responding 10 was the huge state
clampdown on democratic organ-
sation towards the émd of last vear
which followed the succesiul ann-
Republic Dayv and anti- SAIC cam-
paigns as the incredible
upsurge in militant worker activity
which marked the vear 1981 The
meeting stressed that Saawu s just
one of the orgamsisations which,
Faced with the muscle of the state n

as  well

¢
i

ve bee

{UIF) payouts for as long as they
lasted. but the Fund was alleged to
be *unreliable’.

Workers had 1o wait for as long as
three months to be paid out, and
some, who had contributed while
employed, had not been given
unemployment cards by their pre-
vious employers and were therefore
not eligible to claim.

People complained of long queues
at the payout centres, and of being
told to return week after week before
receiving their money.

Some workers did not even know
of the existence of the Fund. Others
said they could not waste valuable
job secking time standing-in queues
week after week at the East Cape
Administration Board (Ecab)
oflices.

Figures released in Parliament
last year showed nearly hall' the
people registered as unemploved by
the 15 administration boards iIn

——
L

South Africa were in the castern
Cape.

The most recent stalistics of Ecab
show 54 309 REGISTERED black
unemployed in the area at the end of
November. The real figure is hikely
to be much higher, and the January
unemployment figures, which will
include school leavers, will be up
considerably.

And lgures show that the econo-
mically active population is on the
increase, which will only serve to
worsen the situation.

Emplover bodies claim the
Government’s reluctance 1o assist
industrnial development in the Port
Elizabeth / Uitenhage area is at the
root of the high unemployment role.

A Rhodes University.economist,
P. Black, cites the capital intensive
nature of the eastern Cape economy,
coupled with a widely predicted
recession, as the cause,

The solution, he said, lay partly in

allance with capital, has had 1o
adapt its strategy.

Melvin Mapunve, a member of
thie workers commttee at Johnsons
and Johnson, summed it up for the
workers when he concluded that the
oy way o oppose the onslaught
was through strong shop Noor orga-
misatien, "We must turm every ae-
tory into a fortress,” he said. And
Phait s how the leaders of Saawi see
the muonths abead: hard work, con-
solindanion. a grim battle for survival.

But as Mdvogolo said: “Our
struggle o win our Freedom will be a
pamful one and we are certain o
sitlter defeans, But of we are seliless
and determimed we are bound 1o win
in the end.’

y --.-"l'--.?l'"
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it by the unemployment crisis.

the encouragement of a relatively
more labour-intensive industry.

However, South Alrica was expe-
nencing a recessionary period, and a
decline in the economic growth rate
was expected. Under such condi-
tions, industry would employ less
labour, Black said.

The situation is bound to deterio-
rate with widespread layolfs predic-
ted in the motor industry by labour
observers this year.

Motor and component companies
have strenuously denied they plan to
lay off workers, and unions opera-
ting in the industries have vowed to
fight should this occur.

For two days last month, General
Motors shut down the majority of its
assembly operations as a result of
‘material shortages’, and workers
were not paid during this period.

This *short-timing® 15 in line with
union demands that alternatives to
lay-offs be found.
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=\l :V8Steyn and Rabie:

Neil Aggett dies...

We mourn the boss of Meil Agaet! — somebody who knew that in order to
a democratic  society, the divisions that presently exisd need t

broken down and thal thus the sireggle for that demoracy abw
he co-operation and unity of all those commilted 1o change.

He actively demomstrated this in his work both ss doclor and trade
. Neil's contribution i too s aluable to be relegated to the shelves o

ymbolic praise — it mest be actively continued. This is the only way we can
y Iribule to him.

yut Section Six stays
as govt accepts Rabie

N WEDNESDAY, February 3 the recommendations of the Rabic (Com-
ission on ‘security’ legislution were published.

(On Friday, February 5 Neil Aggett was found dead in his coll.
Three days after be was buried PW Botha announced in parlisment that

Government had accepled the proposaks of the Rabic (ommission.
One of the main recommendations was the retention of all present

rity’ legislation, incleding the notoriows Section 6 of the Terrorism Ad
which Dr Aggett died.

Al leasit 200 other South Africass are proesently being beld under this
‘security legislation.

Show trials

A series of triaks, the State has indicated, are now in the ofTing.
As community leaders, lawyers and irade unionists have all said, these are

s show irials aimcd both st legitimising and justiflying  presest and
ed “security’ legislation. They are also scen ws part of an onslaughi on

I peralic organisations by atiempling (o inlimidate them.
Neil Aggeti’s death, recent allcgations of lortere in detention, the hospita-

lisation of at least four detainces and the Conditions under which the
detninees are held, canmol be divorced from the proposed triaks.

A nation of criminals?

The State scems desperatc torcondemn all democrats working for a free
h Afirica as crimimals. Yet, st least 20 000 people attended the faneral of
-Robben Island prisoncr, Griffiths Mxenge; 15 000 attended Dr Aggett's
fumerak 100 000 workers downed tools to pay tribite to him and countless

1004°s of other South Africans have demonstrated against the apartheid

sysiem. :
1M the State’s apparent efforts were to reach their logical conclusion, the

of South Africans would surely have 10 be considered criminals.

Steyn: stop press

THANK GOODNESS for Jwdge Steyn and bis commision, who if they
their way will prevent us from having to read abowt l-t;thlhl-ull
be ‘detrimental to the peace and good order® of cur Republic.

upsetting things like deaths In detention, cholera epidemics, repression ¢
trade unionists and so on.
If the Commission’s recommendations are carried, we can all look for-

munﬂqﬂﬁwhﬂmmhthm
been written by fit and proper registered jounalists.
This makes one think, doesn't it — is it 1982 or 19847

e

ANOTHER SESSION of Parlia-
ment has begun, coinciding with the
release ol two ominous reports —the
Stevn and Rabiwe Commissions.
Any hopes anvone might have
entertained that the state’s aim was
to de-escalate the impending conflict
have been dashed by the release of
this outline on security legislation.
CIndeed they point 1o the regine’s
anticipation of heightened confron-
tation by narrowing the confines of
reporting on the real bsuves facing
the country, and streamlining the
procedures for jailing dissidents.

The Stevn Commission produced
an arrogant 14N pages to justily the :

contrel ol journalists. There are
alrcady almost 10 laws alfecting the
press. Obviously mot satlied with
the authoritanan powers of minis-
lers whi can decree the closure of
any newspaper, the plan is Lo intro-
duce a licencing system for journa-
lists, thereby cnsuring official
approval of anything that & publis-
hed. Even conservative journalists
‘arc balking at it"s reccommendations,
labelling them “clapirap”.

Roll call: a gag
already stifled

The report rallies forth against the
Soviet Union, misguided Western
liberals and the Third World who
are the main participants in the total
onslaugh  against South  Alrica.
After wriling ofl the rest of the

world., the four-man commission
then tumns to organisations and we-
ologies. coming up with such gems
as “The Soviets have been exploiting

this er lust.and African martial
tradition by generoushy assisting the

lelt wing African elite in its politics

" of power accumulation by supplying

the 1ools of war and collectivist aut-
horitarian Marxist ideology...”

*Spiritual politicisation now beco-
mes a particularly sigmibicant arca
where anti-South Alncanists mingle
and reinforce one another.

Attacks are launched on black
consciousness (a “negative doctrine-
-.reflecting the poor sell-image its
supportiers hold of themselves in
competitive situations”. and black
theology (including the WCC and

Stretching the long arm

Ontensibly the Rabic commis-

sion’s task was 1o review Lthe count-

ry's security legislation and 1o make

appropriate recommendations.
The report states that sccurity

laws alone cannot guarentee law and
order as such laws do not change the,
causcs of unrest. [t even concedes,
unlike sister Steyp. that the black.
population has no pan in the
governmemt of the country and this
is the basis of discontent. But, says
the commission. this is a ‘political®
yuestion which does not fall within®
its bricl which is a review of security
legislation.

Instcad the Commission sets out

FASHION CORHNER

i's views, which rely largely on
police evidence of the “threat 1w
South Africa’. It states that the
SACP. ANC and PAC are the foref-

ronl groups active against the South

African state.

The Commission considers the
PAC not oo important due Lo its
small membership and continual
internal splits, but it wams that it is
showing signs of survival.

The SACP is seen as far more dan-
perous — “extending its activities
widely in the trade union and isbour
arcas’.

The ANC is given the most atten-
tion. Police estimate that about 20
people leave the country monthly to
go for training with the movement.
The number of ANC attacks will
increase and imtensily, it savs, and
points to the various ANC sectors
such as the grganisation’s informa-
tion and Research Department,

Umkhonto we Sizwe. Internal

Reconstruction and Development
Department and its close ties with
the SACP as indicative of the wide
front on which the ANC operates.

i

mq. s I‘H

The Commission finds that there
is public sympathy for the move-
ment (lor example in the nature of
mass funerals) but is not able 10

assess how large that support is.

The black consciousness move-
ment organisations ol Azapo and
Mwasa are viewed as encouraging
militancy and even rebellion against
authority and this type of civil dis-

obiedience may well lead to vio-
lence, says the commission.

The Commission maintains that it
is 10 the government's credit that it
copes with guerilla subversion using
a judicial rather than a military solu-
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more plugs in a sinking ship?

for
press

the 5SACC who are “financing terro-
rists in court cases’) and liberalism
which is “politically and imellectu-
ally bankrupt’.

And arding this massive camp ol
opponents, the commission savs, are
journalists who have been
"rachcalized’.

Agamnst this formidable enemy,
the Stevn Commission issues the [ol-
lowing brave war cryv: “The reguire-
ments lor survival and ultimate
victory over the aggressors dictate
that South Alnica gird is loins and
marshall all forces at its disposal, as
such an onslaught demands a 1otal
manning of the ramparts and musie-
rnng at the sallyvpors'.

s pseudo analysis glares with
belated attempts ar an enbightened
view ol jourmalsm mn a democratic

socicty. Consader: “Sulling the mes-
senger does not Kill the message —
the oultlet
che-where” for “as vou kmnow, the

Message  secks | an

truth must trummph’. Tronwe words
when vou consider that it has been

government policy 1o stamp oul am

‘messengers” who happen o iry o

seek the truth (Post and the World
tor example).

For a report advocating greater
accuracy. it has some embarrasing

ship ups of its own. such as accusing
the Pan Alncan Congress of being a
Soviet proxy when it s common

Knowledge that the orgamisatuon has
closer ties with Peking: and spelling
a trade wrnonst's mgmwe o Towr dilTe-
rent wians,

But then one must ask il accuracy
and realiy are all thar impaortant lor

the Commission which sees South .

Alrica as a “developing and expan-
ding democracy”,

of security laws

tion. What they fail 1o pont out,
that if guerillas were 10 be recordec
as a military foe they would have
be classified as prisoners ol war, an
not criminals as thev presently are
As P.OW. s they would have 1o
treated in accordance with interna
tonal standards set by the Genew:
Convention.

But instead we are told that secu:
rity legislation reguires consolida
tion including the addition of certain
new crimes 1o the statute book, and
ithe amendment of others. Much of
the existing legislation is 1o vague.
it says, and does not necessarly dis-
tinguish between acts of violence
and non-violence.

The proposed legislation wall
cover the major crimes of terrorism,
sabotage, subversion, intimidation
and furthening the aims of commu-
nism., and cach will be specifically
" defined. This makes all Organisa-
tions outside the structures ol the
apartheid svstem potentially illegal.

Evidence showed that police are
aware that statements not made
“freely and voluntarily” are inadmis-
sable in court and this ‘contributes
1o a belief that the practice ol force
in any form on a detainee in order to

obtain a confession, serves no
purpose.”

The police also make it clear that
Section Six of the Terrorism Act is
more essential for the gathering of
information with the purpose of pre-
venting action against the state (and
that is why, they say, so few detar
nees are ever prosecuted’)
Provision is made for a few more
checks within the state, for which the
Minister will be responsible. Deten-

tion regulations revegin identical 1o
what they are al present, giving the
detainee the option of *civil relief” if
he or she is maltreated and can prove
i,

The preventative securily measu-
res recommend that the ambit ol
security laws be enlarged and sug-

gest the implementation of additio-
nal short-term detention. .

Section 22 s impractical, i says
because the police gencrally need
more tume n their investigation
because "nol only people’s liberty
but their very lives are at stake” than
the stipulated 14 davs belore the
matter s reviewed by a judge.

Also listed as crimes are the interna-
tionally accepted means ol political
action such as *the boveoil of pro-
ducts of companies unwilling o
accede 1o worker demands’.

Although the current laws ar
seen as oo vague, they are not seen
as too drastic or of any lemporary
nature.

Detention without trial s seen as
essential, subject only o internal
control. External constraints by
family. private doctors and lawyers
s rejected as this may lead 1w the
‘escape of mformation which ought
not 1o be known™ 1o avosd hampe-
ring police nvestigation. In some
cases this could include the naming
of a detainee as resiricted
information.

Lawvers and the judicial process
are also unnecessary in detention
control because in the case of the
latter “sometimes it can be very difli-
cult, while an interrogation is in
progress, o have sufficient informa-
tion to lay before a judge 1o jusuify a
judicial order’. There 15 always
‘Ministerial control® over the police.

This is not of *little consequence”, we
are told, as the Minister is respon-
sible 10 public opinion for any abu-
ses or malpractices m respect of

P.W. Botha....his government has accepted Rabic Commission’s

Section Six detamnces,

Detentions should be in the most
*humane conditions possible’ with
access to family, doctor, and priest
and detainees should be allowed
reading matter unless it endangers
the safety and interests of the state.
the state. Detainees should be paid

~an allowance.

The banning of persons, publica-
tions and organisations should also
be retained, but with wider implica-

tions in the extended system of “lis-
ting'. Up to now the Minister of the

Interior could place certin linnta-
tons on people lsted as secarny
harards, Mow the List st be corsis-
hdated and updated every three
vears: It will name persons already
listed. those convicted under secu-
rity legislation, individuaks involved
in endangering the salety ol the
state.  and  certam  common-law
crime oflenders. Listed people can
be prevented from having any orga-
nisational contacts for as long as the
state decme [,

The Commssion  also suggests

« that a warrant ollicer ol higher rank

may detain any person for 48 hours
in  the conditions as  an
awaiting-trial prisoncer, il he is of the
opimon that such a person’s deten-
tion will prevent unrest. This 4K
hours can be extended 10 14 days
with magistenal approval.

The new law of “imtimidation® is
also proposed, whereby people per-
suading others to change their
points of view could face a maxi-
mum Nine of R20000 or 10 years
imprisonment.

Rl N . i ot B
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Education must be free

). The education crisis has been an
ongoing one — could yvou give a briel
rackground to the present situation?
A' When Bantu Education was
first introduced thirty vears ago, the
teachers and parents totally rejected
it. The government did not respond
to this. 5o in 1976 students decded
to take the issue into their own
hands —they ook to the street in
protest. Since 1976 the government’s
response has changed — new cont-
rols have been introduced in an
attempt to curb student activity.
Students and the community are
now protesting against these new
forms ol control.

Q: What are these controls?

A: A number of regulations have
been introduced by the DET
'Department of Education and Trar-
ning). We sce compulsory education
and the age-limit law as being the
most far-reaching of the controls.
Students have been demanding
Iree and compulsory education. The
ivpe of compulsory education intro-
duced by the DET is not what we
envisaged — it is intended to control
students rather than offer them
opportunitics. [t means parents arc
forced to send their children 1o
school regardless of whether they
can afford to. On the whole, our
parents earn low wages which can-
not cover the expenses of education.
A child is refused entry to school if

Cosas meeting

says no

DET controls

TROUBLE IN black schools in the
Port Elizabeth area is brewing over
the controversial age restrictions inl-
roduced this vear by the Department
of Education and Trammng (DET).

This was clear from speeches
made by vanous student, commu-
nity, civic and trade union leaders at
a packed rally of the Congress of
South Afrncan Studemts (Cosas)
attended by more than 2 000 people
at the Sisanke Community Centre in
Lwide 10 welcome home 31 former
kwazakele High School Students
released from Robben Island at the
end of January,

The regulatnons mtroduced n
1980 by Dr Ferdie Hartzenberg,
Mimister of Education and Tramning.,
bar students over the age of 20 from
being admitted to Standard 9 and
10.

Students over the age of 18 will
not be allowed in Standards 6, 7. and
* while pupils over the age of 16 will
not be allowed to attend primary
wchool.

Pupils affected by the age-limit
regulations would have to get per-
mission from the Director General
of DET to continue their studies,
which they could do at adult educa-
tion centers. They have to register
before the May-June examinations.

At the meeting the crowd cheered
loudly as the names of the released
students were read out by the natio-
nal president of Cosas, Wantu Zen-
zile. They are Mnyamezch Sulelo,
Mncedisi Dawcti, Babini Mde,
Vuyan: MNcata, Andilo Mvuka,

Wantu Zenzile, president of the Congress of South African

Students, speaksto SASPU NATIONAL abouttheeducationcrisis

he/she cannot pay registration fees
and pay for books and uniforms. |
don’t think the government conside-
red the economic constraints on
parents when they introduced the
compulsory and age hmit regula-
tions. Compulsory  cducation
meamngless unless it s also free.

5

Q: How is compulsory education
and the age-limit law related?

A: Compulsory education goes
hand in hand with the age-limit issue
— they have -similar controlling
effects and work together. These

“Compulsory education
is meaningless unless
it is also free”.

regulations mean that il a student’s
studies are interrupted along the
way. that person can say goodbye Lo
education. Compulsory education
binds parents because they commit
themselves 1o ensuring that their
child will have an_ uninterrupted
education for the specified period.
But because the parent might not be
able to afford this, it is common for
students 1o leave school for a year or
two 1o earn moncy Lo pul themselves
through school. The new regulations

to new

Sakumzi Macozoma, Alex Rala,
Mncedisi Siswana, Andrew Noba-
tana, Michael Xhego, Mpumelclo
Odolo, Jamo Mbatvati, Zandisile
Manona. Prince Msutu, Thamsonga
Mkhongi, Zongezile Skilishe, Lula-
mile Madolo, Mbuzeli Dukumbana,
Ernc Mahlathi. Kutaza Mgopi. Mxo-
lisi Yezani. Zwelakhe Nopulula,
Benjamin Matyu, Cecil Mkhalip,
Mrimkhulu Madindo, Michael
Mpolongwana, Fezile Mavuso,
Fikile Miukeni. Sheperd Ngakumbi
and MNceba Miuniso.

Some of them were present at the
meeting while others had apologised
as they had family commitmenis.

Cosas made it clear that a otal
onslaught on the present svstem of
Bantu Education would be launc-
hed by the organisation this year and
a strong demand for a *frec and com-
pulsory education’ would be made.

Student leaders said the detention
of trade unionists and students, ban-
nings and other forms of harrass-
ment by the government were said to
be a total onslaught on those who
fought for hiberation. But all these
they said would never kill the spirit
of blacks” determination for
freedom.

The chairperson of the Port Eliza-
beth branch of Cosas, Zola Muatse
told the gathering that already £9
pupils had reported to their office
after being turmed away from local
schools because ol the age restric-
tions or because of their political
imvolvement in students™ affairs.

Meetings with parents and stu-

f

close this avenue because the student
will be older than the age-limit and
the parent will have broken the com-
pulsory education contract. The
age-limit law s also unrealistic
because children have had to be over
scven years old 1o be admitted to
school- 1t s therefore common [0 be
older than 20 in matric.

Q: You said these regulations are
seen by students as increasing stale
control over their activities.

A: Through compulsory educa-
tion, parents become responsible for
ensuring that their child attends
school regularly — this means that if
students bovcoll, the government
can blame the parents. Since 1976
the DET had tried to curb all student
activities and exclude politically
involved students.

The age limit law will particularly
effect those students who were invol-
ved in the 76 student uprising, many
of whom lost one or two years of
schooling. The new age-limit means
that they can now be excluded from
schools for being oo old, — this 15
exactly what the government hopes
lo achieve.

Also, the older students, being
more experienced, are often seen as
‘troublemakers’ and the age-limits

dents would be held to resolve this
impasse, it was decided. and 1o call
for a free and compulsory educa-
tion. Tom Manthatha, of Johannes-
burg. representing the South
African Council of Churches as a
guest speaker, criticised the intro-
duction of the age restrictions, poin-
ting out that it was impossible for
black students to be expected Lo
matriculate before the age of 20
when they started school at
the late age of 7 years.

He said social conditions alfected
many pupils who had to skip a vear
or wo 1o work in order to support
their families and to raise enough
money to return to school.

‘For a student to do all this
demonstrates a sense of community
pride. To tum a student away
because of his age or involvement
without probing why and in what
the student had been involved are
some of the things that break the
bond of good healthy human rela-
tions,’ he said.

Manthatha said the low percen-

can be used to keep them out of
schools.

Q: 1understand that circuit inspec-
tors have been given the right to close
down a school if students "disrupt the
education programme’. How do stu-
dents interpret this?

A This means that if anything in
the form of a protest comes up — for
instance a boycott — the school can
be closed down. The students then
have 1o re-register. This is seen as yet
another control because the students
are screened before being re-
admitted to school and the so-called
‘troublemakers’ can be refused
entry. In this way politically active
students are pushed out.

Q: Can those refused entramce
register at another school?

A. No. Another regulation pre-
venis students from moving from

“DET is trying to curb
all student activity™.

one school to another unless special
permission is given. In reality, il a
student s refused entry into one

Cosas meeting

tage of umiversity entrance passcs
among - the blacks enabled the
government to send blacks to techni-
cons where they were groomed lor
work in industry as “good boys’ and
not as leaders of their community.

He called on blacks throughout
the country to establish a united
front o work towards a national
democratic system.

Manthatha also appealed 1o
parents not to split the ranks of stu-
dents but to understand and appre-
ciate their problems and support
them in their struggle for total libe-
ration and better education.

Blacks refuse 1o be oppressed
forever and oppression s resisted
throughout the world.” he said

Wantu Zenzile, (Cosas president)
criticised the declaration forms for
compulsory education senl out to
parents 1o sign before their children
were enrolled at schools. He said
some of the parents did not know the
l.'l.‘.lﬂ!'i-f[lutﬂclﬂ":.

He said compulsory education
and the age restrictions were inten-

school it 15 virtually impossible for
him/her to register at another
school. In this way all these controls
work together to exclude those seen
as activisis or leaders.

Q: The DET says the age-limit law
will only be introduced later, but from

reports it seems that its effects are
already being felt.

A 1 dould say this law has been
introduced. A survey done by Cosas
of five secondary schools in Port Eli-
rabeth shows that 800 students this
vear have been affected by the age-
limit regulation. In addition there
are 175 students who have been tur-
ned away because of their political
involvement.

Q): Waat is the future of studests
refused entrance into schools?

A: They are defeated. According
to the DET, they should complete
their studies at adult education cent-
res, but this is impossible because of
the gross shiortage of such cenires.
The situation is even more serious
when one considers the high unemp-
loyment rate at present — these
people are unlikely 1o get jobs.

(. What has been the reaction to

ded to reduce the numbers of blacks
at school,

Sicelo Duze, vice chairman of the
Motor Assembly and Components
Workers Union of SA (Macwusa),
said Macwusa’s involvement in stu-
dent affairs was because students
were workers in training. Macwusa's
approach was that labour issues
could not be divorced from those in
education and the community, he
said.

*The kind of education prepared
for blacks 1s geared to train us to be
led and not w lead.” There were
people in managénal positions at
multinational compames, like Ford,
but they are not in real decision —
making capagiies, he said.

He criticised the exploitation of
blacks at home and at work saving
they paid high rents and were paid
low wages.

Dwuze appealed to students 1o 1alk
to their teachers or education autho-
rnties to allow trade unionisis to
teach trade umionmism at schools.

Student Barend van Vuuren, cal-
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last vear's low matric resulis?

A: There has been an outery, not
onlv from students. but from the
commumties. People are suspicious
— they believe the DET has delibe-
rately ensured a low pass rale in
black schools.

Students are also angry about the
alleged exam leakage and the fact

on students to reject the “gutier
education’ thev were offered which
was intended 1o create inferior
human beings and to provide the
private sector with cheap labour.

He said education for blacks pre-
pared them for all forms of exploita-
ton. and reminded the crowd that
education was a right and not a
privilege.

Students are struggling for
democratic students representative
councils which will unite all students
10 reject gutter education in schools
and 1o support their parents in their
struggles.” he said.

Van Vuuren urged parents 1o
strengthen and unite with their
tenants residential associations and
struggle for lower rents, better hou-
ses and cheaper transpor.

He appealed 10 workers 1o form
strong non-racial and progressive
workers' organisations and struggle
for higher wages and better working
conditions.

*Education for blacks in South
Africa is a doctrine. It creates infe-
nor hunran beings. It provides the
private sector with a cheap labour
force,” he said.

He expressed solidarity with the
11 former Robben island prsoners
and called on everybody to reject the
*evil svstem of apartheid” which was
a ‘component of the capitalst
system. .

Nabantu Mkhalipi, of the United
Women's Organisation, and Q
 Godolozi, president of the Port Eli-
zabeth Black Civic Organisation,
appealed for unity among all
oppressed groups.

Godolozi added: *Polish refugees
and immigrants from overseas are
treated as human beings when they
arrive here while we do not get the
same treatment in the land of our
forefathers.’

“We are given rotten education
that does not enable us to uplift
ourselves.’

He said blacks did not want *whate
education” but called for an educa-
tion more acceptable to all South
Africans.

Cosas president Wantu Zenzile.

that it has had a widespread elliect.
The DET threatened 1o subtract 30
per cent of the marks of any studemt
suspected” of getting the papers
before the exams,

People feel that the DET s res-
ponsible for the leakage. Exam
leakages only occur because of cor-
fruption and the fatdure of the DET

Lov wosnidre] ois ol Bewals, TEodlicials dwd
i sell the papers. mo studenis
wisttld have obtmned the papers.

We belicve many students who
did net have the exams belforehamd
have been penalised.

Student and commumity reaction
to the matric resulis and the age-
it regulation had been wides-

pread amd vebemient, These ssoes
are seen as allectng evervony, and
sob Lhwe commmiinmit s, teawchwers sl st
dents have drawn together o react.
Protest mectings have been held
comnirv=-wide  and  student-parent
been  lormed in
varnos contres To prohwe Uhe age limn

wvomimities  have

and compulsory education

regulations,
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Students’ skills

must aid
communities —
UWC pres

IT 1S as a place of learming than the

umiversiiy had s nght of eastenge
anwd ol v mebeet TRGEt wasin are e
reallv ain umiversis, the rector of the
Universiiy  of the Western Capwe
PUWO, Professar B ovan der Ross,
s

Addressing first vear students in
the Mapm Hall ar the st of the
UWC offiematon week, Prodessaolr
van der Ross enticsad people wihe
said  that other thimgs are more
impaorant aronmversiy than “the ome
essential tunctuon of scholarsinp

Reactmg 1o the rector™s speech, a
spokesperson lor the Students” Rep-
rescntative Counenl sand the umver-
sty s o iy v prosside its stdenis
with mare than a purels academn
culucam

“Students shoukd by envounaged
B gt wrvodved am ihaor commimmines
and tramsler the mueh needded skills
they learn it unversaity ey e
communitics.”

he spokesperson sad T'WC cre-
ated a managenal clss whach dud
mod serve, amd wirs out of touch with,
the  oppressed . commumities from
whenee the stidents i,

harmg  Junch=-times e the Tirst
week of lectures the SRO put om o
progromme o speakers anmnd Tilms
amad o pamel discussion om edicaiomn,

Education ‘reforms’ aim
to update apartheid

THIS MONTH'’S Education Conle-
rence in Grahamstown strongly
favoured the De Lange Report, but
agreed educational changes depend
on complete social and political
reform.

Indeed. “reform” was the waich-
word of the conference and attempis
of some delegates 1o poant out that
the Report represents a “streamli-
ning and modernisation of Apar-
theid" were rejected by the
conference chairperson, Dr Bozzol.

Hosted by the 1820 Settlers’
Foundation, the conference repre-
sented an alliance which has only
recently been consolidated in South
African Politics — that between
monopoly capitalism and reformist
elements in the State.

One participant said “The kind of

delegates at this conference shows
how closely its hindings wiall accord
with P.W. Botha's Total Strategy.”
Delegates included representatives
of Angle American and about 20
other large companies, the Urban
Foundation, the Enghsh-speaking
universilies, ethmicallv-based  and
reformist teacher associations, the
PFP, and the HSRC. The Prime
Minister's Economic Advisory
Council was represented by its head,
Dr van Zyl.

Sir Richard Luyt set out the thrust
of the conference organisers’ inten-
tions in his opening address when he
said that the De Lange Report "can
be epoch-making.” He wrged the
conference to accept the recommen-
dations of De Lange in the interests
ol “peace’.

The opening speakers, Franklin
Somn and Ren Hartshorne, themsel-
ves e Lange commissioners, bath
urged the conference Lo go lor total
acceptance of the report,

On the second day a number of
delegates expressed discontent at the
lack of discussion about the report s
political and cconomic bases,

A '-.i‘mlu:\. TS for the l.:n:lllrl-'-...lll.l
the D Lange report soughit to delime
the necds of people m terms ol the,
needs of industry, whereas educa-
tion should aim 1o prepare people
for Tull participation in a free and
democratic South Alrica. Another
member of the group argued that De
Lange was designed 1o *get nid of the
overl racial wdeology ol apartheid
cducation, but maintain ils coono-
mic and exploitative basis Lo serve

Stay-away teachers lose jobs

FIFTEEN TEACHERS .a Johan-
nesburg and Cape school: have Geen

barred from teaching this ves. - he
Director-General of Cole. .4
Education.

The teachers allege that the reason
for their dismissal is because they
stayed away from school on June 16

last year in solidarity with a student
boycott to commemorate those who
died during the 1976 uprising.
Particularly hard-hit by this
clampdown are CJB high school in

Bosmont and Eldorado Park High
where eight teachers have lost their

posts.

“CJB seems to have been singled
out by the government because of
the leading role its students have pla-

yed in protests during the past two
years,” said one teacher. "By singling

out individual teachers the state is
trying to crush resistance. This is iro-
nic, especially in the light of the cur-
rent teacher shortage crippling
so-called coloured schools’.

The teachers, in a joint statement
said that during the past few years a
number of teachers have been dis-
missed, transferred and demoted
because of their political beliefs.

They also criticised the fact that
army recruits were being emploved
in their place. According to a report

in a Johannesburg daily newspaper,
fourteen army recruits have been
emploved at schools on the Rand.

*This scems to show that the state
15 determined 1o maintain ideologi-
cal control over the schools and 1% in

line with their total strategy of |

attempting to ‘win the hearts and

minds’ of the people’, said the
statement.

L ]
The teachers saw themselves as
‘more vulnerable to victimisation®
because they held temporary posts,

and interpret their dismissal as ‘a
clearly intended example to other
teachers who do not tow the line’.

the needs of industry.”

Y urgent, unscheduled debale,
abot 150 delegates expressed con-
cern that the adverised aoms ol the
vomilvrenmee Il;ll'IlF'H.'lL'll s s abisacies
s ol the popont’s paolitical ol
soctal implicateme., 1w coneren-
ee's osel s were o assess e
recommendations of Dhe ange amd
dimcuss how o implenwnt .

1 hese delegates clected a commit-
fee Ly prepare stalements 1o present
al the Tinal session of the conlerence.

Despite the Tact that the confe-
rence organisers had  repeatedly
said Lhey were “not poang lor consen-
sus”, the chairperson rejected two of
these statements dunng his closing
address.

He refused a linding that the De
Lange report, along with the Wie-
hahn and Rickert commissions,
aimed 1o tighten up labour controls
and streamline the provision of
semi-skilled and sk Ved workers for
the Tactones.,

A statement for publication was
also repected. The statement expres-
sed @ Tear that although the report
recommended a single education
ministry, its education management
proposals did not do away with
separate educational facilities for
different apartheid communitites.

The group’s main criticism was
that the De Lange Report’s imple-
mentation would not be in the inte-
rests of South Afnca’s majority.
This was summed up by a delegate
from Lebowa who saiwd: *At last it s
clear 10 me — there is such athing in
South Africa as the Liberalebond,
which is as bad if not worse than the
Broederbond.”
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THE State has made fine statements
of intent  regarding basic health
rights for all, but the words become
decidedly shady when its record of
preformance is examined.

The National Health Services
Facilities Plan, launched in Movem-
her 1980, tries 1o present a liberal
view of social services. It outlines the
need for primary health care, health
education and the provision of basic
subsistence requirements as well as
dealing with hospital services. In
fact, conceived in terms of Total
Strategy, it seeks to co-opt people
into believing that the State 15 actu-
ally concerned with meeting the
aspirations of the majority.

*Everybody needs drinking water,
food, a home and services to help
with the disposal of sewage and
waste to maintain a complete basic
level of minimal health’, it announ-
ces. However, when it comes to
actual implementation, the Health
Department is quick 1o dispel any
notions that it is going to take res-
ponsibility for this. So, ‘the physical
provision of clean and safe drinking
waler is the responsibility of the
Department of Agriculture and Fis-
heries’. Furthermore, it states that it
i “impossible to punfy all untreated
or unprotected drinking water on a
national scale.”

A necat bit of jugghng on the
government’s part as il proposes
major solutions to our health prob-
lems and then opts out of any com-
mitment to these ends.

Where State action has been pro-
vided, it is usually only short-term
measures aimed at ‘winning the
hearts and minds’ of the local popu-

lation." Instead of providing per- |

manent piped supplies, water is
. brought in to cholera-stricken arcas
by army water tankers amidst great
publicity. Consider this snippet
‘rom the Rand Daily Mail (23-11-
il): *Kwa Zulu authorities asked the
SA Medical Services to help out in
the emergency and within days the
tiny 153 bed Mosveld Mission Hos-
pital looked like a military camp
with army tents set up for the hund-
reds of dehydrated cholera patients.”

The state seems to recognise the
lack of health facilities as a negative
eature only at crisis imes, hastily
establishing long overdue health ser-
vices and calling in the SADF 10
help out in the creation of climics and
medical facilities in parts of Kwa
Zulu and Bophutatswana. Chlonna-

uion points have been set up by the |

boys 1n brown to make cholera-
infested water (it for human con-
sumption and army tankers, lilled
with clean water, rolled in.

All this has been well publicised
by the media, overlooking the fact
that the state was trying to capitalise
on a health problem that it had cre-
ated itself. The blame for the epide-
mic was shifted onto ‘primitive
people who don't have toilets and
drink river water".

Health education was proposed as
the main solution to the problem
and the SA Army Medical Service
was to be the immediate saviour of
the people — without any serious
attempts being made at creating per-
manent water supplies.

All in all though, the state's res-
ponse to the cholera epidemic has
been inconsistent, with three succes-
sive strategies being pursued.

Initially, health authorities supp-
ressed information on the cholera
outbreak in Kwangwane and then
deflected responsibility onto the
bantustan officials and the individu-
al's hygiene. Kwa Zulu, until
recently, received much publicity in

the form.of widespread campaigns, .

posters, booklets, lectures and radio

1he words
are super,
so where’s
the action? |

e N
Pit toilets — a health haz
are common in rural areas

broadcasts concerning its fight
againsi cholera.

This led into the second strategy
— the emphasis on personal hygiene
and the. underplaving of long-term
causes and the manmpulation of
facts.

Natal regional health director Dr
Johann van Rensburg was quoted in
newspapers as attributing the dis-
ruption ol health standards to the
breakdown of social order by wars
and civil disobedience i.e.) it's not
because of officialdom that the crisis
has come about, but because of the
lack of state control.

Then can the third response — a
ban on all comments on the disease
except from the official spokesper-
son for health, Dr Gilliland, who
was reported to be overseas and the-
refore conveniently unavailable 1o
make statements to the press,

According to the Director of
Health, Dr Botha, the blackout,
which was imposed at the beginning
of February, was to ‘protect’ lab
scientists who are busy with impor-
tant rescarch and should not be dis-

ard —

turbed. Professor Isaacson, South
Africa’s top cholera expert, was inst-
ructed by the Minister of Health not
to make statements to the press after
she warned the public of the possible
threat of cholera in seafood. Com-
mercial interesis are therefore also
protected by this veil of silence so
that coastal town can continue 1o
profit from tourism — standard tac-
tics from a regime committed 1o a
policy of *what you don't know
won't hurt you®.

Health education has become a
much-bandied word by officialdom,
yet there is no more effective way of

mystifying the real causes of cholera
than by one-sided health teaching.

" e

——

Thus people are told that they are
ignorant and that they must learn to
wash their hands, to boil their water,
to use taps and flush toilets or build
pit latnnes. A line that has little to
do with the reality of life in our rural
areas where fuel is expensive, wood
scarce and the nearest tap often
some 50 kms away.

Although the state seems to have
been caught unprepared by the
recent cholera epidemics, warnings
have been coming from the medical
profession since 1973 about an
impending outbreak. The short-
term solutions that it has come up
with are likely to tide us though the
winter, but the situation is expected

Poor living conditions are the breeding ground for chuleﬁ

-

o i P "‘.

10 deteriorate rapidly with the
advent of next summer, and all
major centres are likely to be
affected.

As the state 15 responsible for
apartheid and the poverty that
accompanies it, so it can be held to
blame for the seriousness of the cho-
lera epidemic that has gripped us.

Typical of the state’s attitude
regarding health was the recent exc-
hange in Parliament between Dr

Marious Barnard (PFP) and the
Minister of Health, Dr Lapa
Munnik.

During the No-Confidence
Debate, Dr Bamard used the cho-




-

lera epidemic to highlight the socio-
logical, economic and political
injustices of the apartheid system.
He said cholera was the “inevitable
bitter price we have to pay for the
implementation of the homeland
policy, migrant labour system, the
resettlement of blacks, the breaking
up of families and criminal neglect
of primary health care faclities
among the disadvantaged people in
the country™.

The Minister's response was to
accuse Dr Barmard of being part of
the “total onslaught against South
Africa” and demanded why nothing
“positive” was ever" said about
health in this country. B
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Washing and scrubbing never
cleaned away asocialproblem

Cholera s a relatively unimpor-
tant disease.

It is casilv preventable and. once
diagnosed. easily cured.

Why .then have so many thou-
sands of South Africans fallen vic-
tim to the disease and why have at
least fifty four people died?

The causes of cholera are directly
linked 1o poverty and underdevelop-
ment rather than ignorance on the
part of the victims, as the Govern-
ment would like us o believe.
Indeed, cholera is commonly refer-
red to as a disease of apartheid.

Most incidences of the disease
have occured in the so-called home-
lands where the lack of adeguate
water supplics and health facilities,
coupled with a large, impoverished
population, have provided the ideal
climate for cholera.

Cholera is a disease of underdeve-
lopment — it 15 therefore necessary
to understand this process whereby
areas have become impoverished
through the development of the
powerful South African economy.

With thé discovery of gold and
diamonds, cheap labour was needed

Communtiy action in response 1o
the cholera epidemic has been
limited.

Unlike crises in housing, educa-
tion and transport, health issues
have rarelyv been taken up by com-
munity organisations on any large
scale. This reflects the way in which
health problems have been mystified
and the real political causes of ill-
health hidden.

Inthe case of cholera people often
don’t understand what causes it, and
the constant stream of health educa-
tion propaganda makes them
believe that it is their own lack of
hygiene and so-called primitivencss
that leads to the disease, and not the
lack of basic services which should
be provided by the State.

In some areas this lack ol unders-
tanding has made communities par-
ticularly wulnerable to repressive
state activity. In Inanda. outside
Durban, squatters were threatened
with eviction just before Christmas
because their poor environmental
facilities were supposedly becoming
a health hazard for the neighbouring
white communities. The possibilitiy
of a strong community organisation
demanding proper housing and
sanitation, rather than being for-
cibly evicted was not thoroughly
explored at the time. Realistically-
speaking, the sguatters were pro-
bably never in a powerful enough
position to make these demands, but
a greater awareness of the origins of
their health problems would
undoubtedly have been useful.

However, awareness, like cholera,
is spreading. The people of Amawoti
and Amawotana, two settlements in
that part of Inanda called *Released
Area 13- have established the [so
Lomuzi health and Family Welfare
organisation, its chief concern being
to deal with the demands of the
people; piped water, roads and an

Waler tankers — a temporary measure

to reap the large prohits, The Alrnican
people in the rural areas were prog-
ressively driven ofT their land and
forced onto a meagre 137 of the
total area. Those peasant farmers
who were able 1o meet their needs
and in fact 1o produce food surplu-
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Children of Ncheweni

— ready prey for cholera
end 1o the threats of removal. Ama-
wotana s one of the areas which has
not even been supplied with the tem-
porary service of water tankers. In
spite of the uncertainty under which
these communities ive due to thre-
ats of removals, the people are
strong and have already shown their
unanimous . resistance to  such
actions. A detailed memorandum is
presently being drawn up to be sent
to the Department of Co-operation
and Developmen.

The community-based committee
of the Umvoti area near Stanger has
succeeded in obtaining several water
tankers through donations while the
Port Natal Administration Board
pays the drivers bringing in the daily
supplies of fresh water. But as Dr
Ebrahim Bhorat, Medical Officer of
Health for Stanger, pointed out:
*How long can they carry on? They
have no money. Maybe one, two,
three months and then they're going
o be in trouble.”

The Stanger area was, until
recently, one -of the focal points of
the epidemic notably the Ncheweni
squatter settlement just outside

ses Tor sale, were deprived ol their
economic power by political acts ol
the colonists,

Large numbers of the able bodiced
population were Torced into the
cities 1o work on the mines: this was

B If this disease hardly matters,
-3 how come they’re so sick?

Stanger. Most of s 30000 inhahi-
tants have hived there Tor ot least
twenty vears and many were borm
The alls wnder the
Department of Co-operation  and
Development and it is evident tha
hittle or nothing has been done Tin
the mhabiants — there
roads, no saniation Tacillities and
they have to walk a long way 1o the
waler tanks that were only recently
prowided. In December at least four
people died Trom cholera in ther

there, arey

A miv

homes. Added 1o these comditions,
the people live under the constant
threat of removal.

While Dr Bhorat described the
cholera epidemic as an “apartheid
wsue”, he also asked the guestion:
*What have the in the
arca done 1o help their work-foree in
the way ol providing adeguate hou-
sing and sanitation?
wirild appear to be that they have
done very hittle.

He pointed out that the Stae’s
*-.hnrl-tu:rm 4..'!'|'IL!]'|_.,"L'I'|1..'1||' IMCASLUINSS 3Te
costing far more than the provision
of tap water, and referred 1o rese-
arch done by James Rivett-Carnac
in 1979 into the establishment ol
permanent water supphies. These
schemes would be sell-hell projects
which would pay for themselves
over 10 1o 20 years. Such a scheme
was realised last month in the Emol-
weni Trust in Natal.

The potential for community
orgamsation around demands for
proper water supplies and health
facilities definitely exists. But exten-
sive popular participation in lear-
ning about the nature of health
problems is needed. The issue is as
important as others taken up by
communities, for it can only be in a
truly democratic society, where
people have a say in how their lives
are run. that diseases like cholera wall
be eradicated. ®

industries

The answer

achieved v compelling people in
rural arcas o pay cash taxes such as
hut, poll and dog tases. The traditio-
nal ceonomies collapsed due 1o the
pressure of overcrowding, erosion
and the loss of healthy voung mem-
bers of the community 1o the lowns.

The or homelands
became a reservoir from which mig-
L]

reserves

labowrers were drawn when
nevded for the South Alrican coe
nomy. They also became the dum-
ping grounds for the old. the sick
and the imemplovad,

rianl

Forced resettlements have under-
lined this process of underdevelop-
ment with Lirge mumbers ol people,
"vconomacally unfi, bemng shullled
ol tovinhospitable hackwaters. They
are left w survive on ther own
acvord.

Cholera Mourshes in arcas where
sewerage removal s poor, where
elean water supplies rarely exisl —
where the State has Gailed 1o provide
people with these hasic nighis.

Adeyuate waler supphies are vital
Tor hiealth,

Cholera. theoretically nol a very
charrhoca
and vomitimg resulting in water loss
(up o 20 litees o dav). 1T this water is
ol rapidly replaced the victim beco-
mies dehivdrated and can die,

sermoons dsease,  cases

Where there are inadeguate or
non-cxistenl  sewage  facilities,
people go the lilet besides sireams
and in dongas.

When the rams come excrement is
wished inte the Aavers — olien the
only source of donking water — and
i this way the germ s passed on,

The government tells us that the
ihiscase can be overcome by il g

of aisinlecting our drinking water,
by wishing our hands alter the woilet

and belore touching Tood and by
using proper loleis. In other words,
person individually

LVETY musi

ensure that he or she does ned cateh
the discase.

In this way the hlame has been
shilted from the State, which is res-

ponsible Tor the appalling condi-
voens most people are lorced 1o hive
under, onto the individual,

Il people don’t come 1o unders-
tand this they will not demand cer-

tain basic nights from the State
—such as clean water.

The arcas allected by the cpide-
mic, the worst being the north-
castern Transvaal homelands, parts
of Natal and Kwa Zulu, share cer-
tain leatures: they are all underdeve-

loped with poor water and sewage
systems; they have a high proportion
of family disruption due to migrant
labour and suffer from drastic
overcrowding.

As long as the social imbalances int
our society remain and the authori-

ties don't serve the majority inte-
rests, cholera, like the related

Wiscases of tuberculosis, malnutri-

tion and typhoid, will remain with

s,
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Shahida Issel, wife of banned community

leader Johnny Issel speaks about the

nroblems of bringing up three children

whose father is in detention.

I took his previous detentions

okay, but now the children are
growing up and it's dilficult to
handle their guestions cach night .’

lohnay Issel, 35, has been held tor
wver thiree mowiths o, This s his
fowrth spell behomd bars m the st
SCVON the  commire's

vears  under

securiy legisbation

Iasecl has also been banned thre
fommes il takere gy fow Ljuiesdnomnng
HLIET AR

tmies, but s never

i
'l-l!'-HFt'I-I LIS R TRLY T R N T T | IS
saAVe a mner weliecal vkt o
s Banmingy

Poee sarvem Ghciemiiam began on
Mo ciber 2 ter ection 22 ol the
Civrrcrad §oms  Smwendment - At

Whew the order copired two weeks
later, he wis redetimed unider seg-
o sen ool the Terromsm Act,

He was Liter transterred 1o Maowd-
derbey Prosom i Beowan, whaere he s
being held under section 10 ol the
Intermal Sccuniv At

I he was down here in Cape
Town | don’t think o wonibd e s
dithicul.” sand Shahada Tssel,

I the wdea of him being i Joh-
mannesburg so lar awav and the
children keep on saving “lels go
phone  Johnmy'. They  mweluse o
understand  there’s mo 1elephone
They want to speak 1o lhim.”™

Shahoda sand her voungest son,
threc-vear-ohd Fidel, has been alle
ted the most by his Tather's dewn
tion. He s normally a very actn
child but has become guiet  an
msosdy .

“When | owent to Johannesburg b
see Johnny, 1 tned o explain o th
children why 1 was going and how
wirs going o see theer daddy

“Iode] went o e e refusead
By Lalk Lo anvbaosds . relused o eat
anncd felt sor pmsecure that he wanted b
sleep with me all the time.” She sand
that Yasser, 5, was very attached 1o
his Father bt has taken his detention
guite well, Nevertheless, he olien
wan s hus mnother tovconmt ot om the
Cabenider the weeks amd ;lu:n. il
the detention order expires on May
15

She alwanvs emphasises, however,
thant _thwe order may e rencwed

Dol sl l e 1|||.|| v el oy wnle
tiv wach anher iwice

When Johany lssel was transier-
red 1o Modderbee Prson at the end
o Mowember, Shakluda went up 1o
soe lim, She went agam i md-
Dyecember Tor three woeeks aiml saw
him o number of Times,

"Homwetimies vl actually sk Tor-
ward Tor the halt-hour visit 1o end
guickly  becaise vou don’t Know
whant Loy say B the person any more.

Shahida sand that alter her hos-
hamd was detammed at work he was

a sl

brought home in hamdeufls by s
mien Tov search the place. “Leila amd
Yasser were al home amd they asked
the podice. *why did vou put that on
my daddy ™ she sanld.

“When they et the children
started o on and that hurt,

I had 1o stav guiie
strong hecause if 1 had 1o ery how
woild 1 be able to go torward then.”

She sod cight=-vear-old Letla pic-
ked up astone and angnly threw ital
the car as it drove ofl. Shahida then
iried 1o explain to the children why
heir father was being taken away

No easy road for Issel family

ICHANCE THE D, 'O

Shahida Issel with her children Leila, Fidel and Yasser

again.

*On the day that they transterred
Johany to section six, ] was al work
when two white men came to the
house and asked the lady that looks
alter the children where Leila was,
She was still at school so they waited
there a bit and then left”

*When 1 got home | heard that
they had been there for Leila and so |
rushed down (o the school

*Anvway | FTound her sull siting at
the bus stop. Then | made prepara-
tions with the teacher so thal no-pne
but mvsell can fetch her, or other-

wise she goes home with the teacher
and 1 fetch her there.”

Shahida said she never used 1o
allow the Security Police 1o come

into her home, but now she just
ignores them when they come. 1
think 1've matured a bit.” she said.

Shahida Issel’s small frame and
shy manner belics her strength.

“1It"s no casy road but we'll have 1o
go on and although all this s happe-

ning. | feel very strong. We just have
to cope with the hardships®, she said.

Putco

THE PUTCO Gare merease gramted
List month by the Natwonal Trans-
porl Commpssion (M T0) was over-
wmed  when o Pretoria  judge
granted an mierdict stoppang the bus
company from hikimg s fares. The
conrt also ordered the NTO 1w pay
Caowwesos ol The application.

rise sunk In court

kathleen Mulligan of the Unied
Waomen's Organisialion
brought the apphication betore the
court. It was gramted alter the count
heard  tha all
opposed o the mercase hawd been
given an opportumity o state ther
1lhju'l:lillll*-.

vl the  poople

Mulligan climed that she was
among 20 people who had made rep-
resentation when Puteo apphied lor
an mcrease last vear, and that none
of them had been notiBied that &
hearmmg was 1o be held.

She said that the commission had
failed 1o consader the written repre-

DPSC keeps tabs on SP

AT LEAST 277 people detained last
vear have not been accounied for.

‘It is not known whether these
people have been charged or rele-
ased. or are still, in jail’. said a
spokesperson of the Detainees’
Parents Support Committee
(DPSC) which is monitoring deten-
tion statistics.

‘Information on detentions s not
released automatically. 1t s only on
specilic request that detentions are
confirmed’. he smd.

This veil of secrecy prompted the
group to start monitoring detention
by collecting

various sources and to ke p a cons-
tant check on the siluataomn
*There been instances ol

information (rom

have

detainees being brought 1o court and
convicled without their parents or
attorneys being  informed’. the
spokesperson said. He cited the case
of Happy Mkheta and Mandla Dla-
mini who were detained last vear on

28 June under Section 22 of the
General Laws Ammendment Act.
translerred to Section Six of the Ter-
rorism Act and then charged on
December 3. It was only on 21
December that their attorney
became aware of these develop-
menis.,

*Instances like this make it impor-
tant for us 1o monitor these stats-
tics" the spokesperson said. “We
appeal to all relatives of detainees to
notify us of any information in this

regard’.

The DPSC is also, attempling o
keep tabs on the detendion situation
in the bantustans, but the spokesper-
son said that it is *impossible 1o get
ligures of those detained in the
homelands®.

*The DPSC estimates thm 77|
people were detained last vear. This
figure includes 57 people in the
Transkei. XE in Ciskel and one in
Boputhatswana®, said the spokes-
person, “During January there were

27 conlirmed detentions. Four furt-
her detentions in Venda have not
been conlirmed. At leasi
people have been detained so far in
February.”

sUven

sentations which had been made.

The price nise provoked anger in
4he black community because it was
done without anv consultation or
opportunity for commuters (o voe
their objections.

The reason that Putco’s buses
nave generally to travel the relatively
long Jdistances that they do —
Dhereby hiking costs — is as a resull
of the Nationalist  Government’s
policy of pushing blacks well out of
the cities. As this is the case why
should blacks be made 10 bear the
burden of rising costs of transpor-
ting them 1o and from work.

To some extent this is recognised
by government which ensures that
Putco receives heavy subsidies.

Putco claimed that two public
hearings on the proposed hearing
was held in Pretona. It claims that
the only group that protested was
the National Association for the
Advancement of Coloured people.
Putco claimed that it was surprised
that groups later tried to have the
decision ol the National Transpon
Commission cancelled.

The NTC must now convene
another meeting to histen 1o the
objections of black commuters. Put-
co’s PR Pat Roger savs that Putco
will follow the normal procedures o
arrange for the next hearing.

Wanted:
retired US
soldiers for
Transkei

TRANSKEI HAS been trving 1o
recruit retired black United States
Army officers 1o train its defence
force’, Transkei's US representative
said on American television.

Mr Nggondi Masimini, who is
based in Washington, said there was
almost no country in Africa that
Transkei had not asked 1o supply
army officers to train Transkeians.

“I've been busy for the past three
vears trying to recruit retired black
American officers to go and train
our people,” he said, when asked
why a white former officer in the
Rhodesian Selous Scouts was head
of the country's armed forces.

“The blacks in South Africa don't
know how to handle a gun. Now that
we are independent, we have to have
our own security forces. | have per-
sonally been involved with trying to
recruil black Americans to teach our
people how to handle guns, how to
defend themselves.”

Masimini said Nigeria and most
other Airncan countries had fnendly
relation  with Transkei, although
none had recognized the former
homeland.

Masimini denied that black Ame-
ricans recruited by Transkei would
be fighting the banned African
National Congress, arguing that all
countries, including Swaziland.
which is smaller than Transkei, had
armies.

The ANC was banned in Transkei
simply because the ANC sent hit
squads 1o assassinate Transkei's
leaders after independence. and
made Transkei their target rather
than South Afnca, he added.
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Today’s lessons
are tomorrow’s

weapons

- Omar

SRCS are a focus of debate on black

campuses. Abba Omar, SRC president of

the University of Durban-Westville, speaks

to SASPU NATIONAL about the particular

situation at UDW, boycott as a tactic and

the role of an SRC on a black campus.

Q: 1980 was the first vear an elec-
ted SRC operated at UDW, Why was
an SRC mot formed before then?

A: In the past, university authon-
ties had consistently tried to keep
student organisations under the
control of admin. This was done
mainly through attempis to force
students to form clubs and societies,

Then in 1971 an interim SRC was
elected and spearheaded moves 1o
torm an SRC acceptable 1o students.
A constitution was drawn up and
presented 1o admin in 1972, This
constitution was turned down wil-
hout the University Council having
been through it, and students were
presented with a constitution that
gave the rector immense power over
student affairs. :

Students boycotted in  protest
against admin’s actions and resolved
that there would be no organised
acuvily on campus until certain con-
ditions were met. This became
known as the *72 Resolution® and it
demanded that an SRC have the
right to make press statements, pro-
duce publications and invite guest
speakers without the rector’s per-
mission. Another condition was that
the SRC have control over student
recreation monies.

The 1980 elections were really
the culmination of a move which
began in 1979,

At that stage a problem had deve-
loped: A large number of students,
because of yvears of opposing the for-

mation of an SRC, saw such opposi-
tion as being based on an immutable |

principle.

This in fact went against the grain
of the *72 resolution’ which saw the
conditions on campus as being
dynamic and allowed for the possi-
bility of achieving an acceptable
constitution.

At a meeting held in 1979 a const-
tutional commitiee was elected.
Constitutional arrangements were
completed by early 1980 and admin
had agreed 1o the demands of the *72
resolution’, but elections had to be
postponed until September 1980
because of the education boycott. A

poll of 42% was returned.

Q: You've mentioned the 1980
bovcott. | understand that the situ-
ation at UDW was always volatile.
What is vour assessment of the 1980

boycott in terms of organisational
gains at UDW?

A The boycott had a tremendous
impact on all those who were touc-
hed by 1t — whether they were
school students confronting the
police or parents who provided them
with unqualified support. It had an
immense politicising effect on stu-
dents at UDW — it was almost like
an internal ‘great leap’.

However, after the boveolts many

of these gains were lost because of

poor follow up. This was mainly
because structures to Incorporate
these siudenis and to extend their
orgamsational abilities had not been
set up.

Also, the qu:aliun of having an
SRC was once again taken up.
Admin had apparently flouted the
constitutional provisions by not
allowing a guest speaker to enter the
university premises, and this caused
some students to embark on a cam-
paign to halt the formation of an
SRC. Afier much campaigning and
pamphleteering from both sides. it
was hinally decided to continue with
the SRC"s formation.

QI What were the reasons students
forwarded against forming an SRC?

A’ Their main argument was that
an SRC would give credibility to an
institution of apartheid (the univer-
sity), that there was a danger of it
being taken over by reactionary cle-
ments; that the university authori-
ties could easily suspend an SRC
when they thought it necessary; and
that it would misdirect the energies
of the students.

® they had o wrile exams on June
16, a dayv of commemoration for
most South Alncans

® the University Admimistration
refused 1o investuigate grievances ol
physiology students who were being
taught human physiology by o
Loologist ;

® in support of 600 school students
in Natal who were expelled for ann-
Republic Day activites.

The effects of the boyeott are,
however, less well known. Students
were nol united over the bovoodi.
During the bovcott the university
authornties managed to fragment
students into semester and non-
semester students: hostel and oppi-
dan students; and into ‘agitators’
and passive supporters. This was
perhaps the greatest loss we sullered
— the loss of unity. 1t was a divided
student body which linally deaided

LDW SRC president Abba (yma

ol success are improved. To carn
AL GRETY GRRTE I W hen our ranks are in
disarray  would mean
Failure.

certnly

Secondly, the wider community
would not support the boscotl. Any
action needs the backing and appro-

val of the community tosucceed: the
1980 boyeotts had been successiul
because parents had supported stu-
dents” actions. Also, in 1981 siu-

dents had already boveotted twice:
over ant-Republic Day amd gradu-
ation ceremony issues. The SRC feh

a third boveott would not get com-
munity support  and  communily
members might see students s being
irrational and irresponsible.

Thirdly, the boveott demanded
oo many sacrifices. 11 was obvious

Riot police were a common feature at UDW during last year's boycott.

G: In 1980 there was a poll of 42
per cent in the SRC elections whereas
in 1981 only 11 per cent of the ~iu-
dents voted. What led to this sharp
decline?

A: Once again, 1 would like 1o
give a bnel background belore
focussing on the election itself. The
first SRC took office, as [ explained,
in an atmosphere ol heightened poh-
tical consciousness, It embarked on
a programme of active support for
community issues and focussed on
days of political importance such as
September 12 and October 11. Buta
growing disenchantment with the
SRC because it was ‘too political’
resulted in a new approach — the
SRC began catering for the interests

of all students. |
However the momentum that was

being created and the progess achie-
ved, was cut short by the 191
boveott of examinations. The
reasons for the boyeott are probably
well known: students boveotied over
thres issues:

o return o class., The SRC also
came under attack. For example,
many people saw the SRC as being
responsible for the boveotl, Admin
assisted in creating this impression
by claiming that the SRC was spear-
heading the bovcott. This is utter
rubbish! Members of the SRC tried
0 oppose every move towards a
boycott. The SRC was also criticised
as a poor instrument of negotiation
during the bovcott.

Therefore, the 1981 elections
occured 1n an atmosphere of confu-
sion, disappointment and division
and we expected a low poll.

G: You say the SRC was against
the June boycott last vear. What
where the reasons for this?

A Firstly, the SRC opposed a
boycott because students were not
united about it. We had repeatedly
said that our strength lies in our
numbers. If we arc united in our
action and thus able 10 mobilise the
majority of our people. our chances

from the outset that sdmin would
take a hard line attitude w the
hovcott and would not budge on the
ISSUCS,

Finally, the SRC sees any battle as
part of the overall struggle. The
exams issue was a specilic battle with
admin and we needed to structure
our protest in a way that would
bring as many gains as posshile. A
boycotl in the particular situation
seemed limited — the losses would
outweigh the gains. The SRC feh
students could make more gains by
protesting in another way — per-
haps by using symbolic protests. For
example students could show their
opposition to the June exams by
wearing black armbands.

When the students decided 1w
boycott, the SRC was forced to play
an administrative and negotiating
role with admin. As we had suspec-
ted, admin would not budge on the
demands and played on the original
student divisions over the boycodt,
The resulting loss of unity weakened
organisation even further.
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Q’: Despite  studeats”  disappoint-
ment in such a structure, do you still
feel the necessity lor an SRO?

A
such an SEC haos tooperate includes:
® doeep ceavages n the studemt
(L _

® there are me sabislactory  grie-
vanee channels which students could

The wcomilitions under which

[ k.5

® our sogicly 15 sill ndden by the
evils of aparthend;

® students sl feel dissatishicd with
the academic standards;

& Adomun  bhas ol changed s
oppressive outlonk —  secunity
puards sull swarm  all” over 1he

LIVETsILY.

In answering the guestion 1 would
like 1o ask:

Do owe need w0 represent student
demands o admin?

o we need 1w organize amnd umite
students?

12 we need to engage students in the
struggles of their community?

130 we need o intensily the demand
lor a relevamt and egual education
sysiem”?

Cun SRC initiated activities become
an integral part of stodent life?

11 the answer 1o any ol-these ues-
tons s ves, then | think there s
reason enough w have an SRC,

| wouled also like to draw attention
to the 76 experience. In 1976 stu-
dents hiere profest
agaimst the atrocities committed in
Soweto and in common cause with
the students. Admin and the state
unleashed their forces in unison,
students streamed back 1o class.

I was four years before UDW stu-
dents began participating in any
relevant  acitivities i a  united
Manner.

hoveotled 1o

Alter the exam boycott last vear,
the SRC started 1o pick up the pie-
ces, our main task being to rebuild
unity — a united student body is a
confident, active and encrgetic stu-
dent body.

Large numbers of students have
begun to attend SRC activities and
many have been drawn into commu-
nity struggles. For example, the
strong student participation — lar-
gely an SRC initative — in the anti
— SAIC campaign emphasised that
an SRC is an important organising
structure especially at this stage.

We believe that an SRC can play a
constructive role — a conlidence
which stems from the realisation
that the lessons of oday are the
weapons of tomorrow,
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RESIDENTS OF the East Rand
township Katlehong used posters,
stickers and graffiti 1o voice their
opposition o recenl community
council elections in the township.

On polling day signs of discontent
were 10 be found at public places
where slogans on walls urged people
not 1o vote. Posters announced: *A
vole for the community council
members s a vote for apartheid” and
demanded the establishment of an
Independent Residents Organisa-
tion to deal with issues such as rent,
housing. pensions, recreation cent-
res, roads with drainage and
electricity.

Katlchong residents had formed a
commitlee 1o oppose the clections.
Members of the Congress of South
Alrnican Students, (COSAS) the
Aranian Students Organisation
(AZLZAS0D) the Araman Peoples
Organisation (AZAPO). the East-
Rand Peoples” Organisation, the
East Rand Community  Advice
Burcau and the Young Christian
Workers (YCW) were imvolved in
forming this commitie.

‘But’, sail one commillee mem-
beir, “wee are ol involved im this issoe
as scparale organisations — il is.a
committee drawing on all the towns-
hip's residents. The committee s
made up of residents facing a com-
mon atlack’,

A spokesperson for the committee
said residents oppose community
councils because they do not repre-
sent the interests of the community
and, as government-created institu-
tios, are ‘toothless bodies”.

“They serve only 1o strengthen
povernment control over the res-
dents’, he sand.

"We see the need for a resadent
organisation that works indepen-
dently and 1 clected by the people.
The community council svstem tries
1o stille thes need’,

Ohne of the manm obstacles to log-
ming such an orgamsation, he saul.
was the lack ol a venue o hold mwee-

Community counc1l
a ‘toothless body’

“

-
! ) '

A |

[ —_

- s e
i -‘-; ‘u'-l
Ht‘-ﬂ"i‘il

i:lauﬁm B

13 A VaT: . .

APAR

WD T

07

Posters spell out Katlehong residents np-puulmn to council elections.

tings. “The community council cont-
rol the one community hall in the
township. Our money built the
centre — we should be able to use it

Residents’ dissatisfaction with the
Council coenties om COMmmsm issucs
such as reguent rent incroises and
the need o improve the township's
basic Tacilimes, .

*Although we are expected Lo pay
tas and rents keep going up’, sad

one e tent: “we never see what hap-

pens to the money’.

She sand residents aren’t given the
opporiunity o organse {'t'prhhltitm
o rent hikes “hbecause we are only
told about the increases when we go
ey pay the rent’.

Another criticism of the commu-
nity council is that it has no control
over funds, as was seen last vear
when Dr Koormhof, Mimster of Co-
operation and Development repor-
ted to parliament that the East Rand

Adminstration Board had invested
R27.8 million and had lemt R1,7 mil-
hon of s funds. This drew protest
from community councillors who
had been told funds were not avai-
lable for housing and township imp-
rovement projects.

Residents also complained of cor-
ruption in the Council.

“The council does not achieve
anything for the community. All we
see 18 that the councillors get richer

— they become owners of shops and
garages in the township. It is they
who benefit, not us’, said one.

It was also alleged that residents
are often intimidated into voting by
being threatened with eviction.

Asked 1o comment on these alle-
gations. one of the election candida-
tes said he recognised that previous
councillors had been corrupt.

‘In the past councillors seem to
come o a “gentleman’s agreement’
on owning the businesses’. He said
this had occured because *once they

become councillors, they forget
about the interests of the community
and wmistead only work for their own
rights”,

‘But. he said.’ you will never gain
anythimg il you don"t work from
within these dummy institutions.”

He said councillors had not been

popular with the people because
they "only come out at election time

to campaign for votes. Otherwise
they never come back to the commu-
mity on developments and to see
what residents demand’.

He said he was aware that in the
past eviction threats had been used
by individual councillors 10 force
people 1o vote, but denied that these
had been used in this election.

While some of the polling stations
seemed active, others were “waiting
for voting to speed up’. A supervisor
at one of the stations said 1t was
mainly older residents who had
voled.

A 15 per cemt voting poll was
recorded. Tt was alleged that sub-
tenants in Katlechong, who comp-
rise the majority of residents (about
25000 were not allowed to register

as voters. This would mean the per-
centage poll is inaccurate, and sup-
port for the council even lower than
the poll suggests.

Durban
three face
terror
charges

THREE MEN who face charges
under the terrorism and internal
sceurity acts greeted a packed courl-
room with defiant salutes in Durban

David Johnson: Third BSS leader
to he banned.

BSS president Johnson

DAVID JOHNSON, president ol
the Black Students Society (BSS) at
Wits University, has been banned.

This is the third banning order in
seven months to be served on a BSS
leader.

In July last vear the past president
of BSS, Firoz Cachalia, and an exe-
cutive member of the organisation,
Azhar Cachalia. were detained ano
then banned for five vears,

Firoz Cachalia was recently detai-
ned again as well as a former BSS

member and Wits lecturer, lsmail
Momoniat. Both are being held
under Section Six of the Terrorism
Act.

Lravid Johnson, a third year social

work student at Wits, was apprehen-
ded while travelling on a highway
and 1aken to John Vorster Square.

After three hours of questioming, he
was served with a banning order
restricting him to the Johannesburg
— Vereeniging arca.

A BSS statement condemns

banned

detention and banning as “attempts
to suppress the people’s legitimate
demands’.

*BSS, like other individuals and
organisations allected by such
actions, shares a common desire for
genuine representation, justice and a
free society’.

The BSS statement calls for ‘the
immediate release of all detainees
and political prisoners and the
withdrawal of banming and bamsh-
ment orders.’

last month.

Fana George Sithole and Jabar
lani Wilfred Ngcobo, both Tron
Umilazi. appeared brefly in the
regional court with Titi Alocia Mie-
nvane of Soweto. They were reman-
ded in custody until Feb, 23. All
three men have been held in deten-
tion since June last vear.

The men face 1wo counts under|
the Terrorism Act with alternative
charges under the Internal Security
Actl.
Charges range from 'r:cruilingJ
members for the Alfrica Youth
Congress and encouraging people to
undergo military training outside
the country to obtaining a plan ol
Durban's Caltex Oil SA terminal.

Under the alternative count, the
State alleges the three men incited
people to join the ANC of Umk-
honto We Sizwe.

Sithole also faces |15 counts tont-
ravening the terms of his banning)
order.

Victoria Mxenge is conducting
their defense. She is the widow of]
Griffiths Mxenge, a Durban lawyer
and ex-Robben lsland prisoner who
was murdered in November last

vear.

THE UNIVERSITY of the Witwa-
tersrand’s ‘liberal” history is questio-
nable. A recent study shows that in
the 1930°s wumiversity authorities
asked the minister of education 1o
legislate against blacks entering
while universities,

This was said by a Wits academic.
Dr David Webster, in his closing
address to the National Union of
South African Students” (Nusas)
Congress in Cape Town.

*While many people still believe in
*liberal’ universities taking up the
fight against racial and sexual discri-
mination, it is obvious that Wits has
dragged its feet on precisely these
issues’, he said.

“The university's carly emplo-
yment policy was against appointing
or promoting women staff and uni-
versity records show that university
funding came from mining and
capital.”

Many courses were launched to
serve government depariments, he
said. "My own department, Social

Anthropology. was launched in
1923 10 teach district commissioners
how best 1o understand and control
the black population.”

“Our universities are not indepen-
dent or liberal’, he said.

Webster pointed to the *Koornhof
incident” at Wits last vear. “The Vice
Chancellor condemned student
behaviour®, he said. “but it was soon
revealed that what lay behind his
attack was that donors from private
industry would stop donating funds
to the campus.”

He said students had come 10 see
the university as a “site of struggle’.

“We must fight for the university
to serve the needs of the poor, the
illiterate and the powerless’, he said.

It was also important for students
1o challenge university stail and jolt
them into recognising “that major
struggles over the nature of the uni-
versity and its place in society have
to be fought'.

Students should examine their
universities and seek suppornt

amongst academics to strengthen
their campus base. At Wits, he said,
such student action had caused a
group of academics — the Confe-
rence of Academics for a Democra-
tic Society (CADS) — to form.

“CADS attempts to examine and
act on some of the issues constantly
being thrown up by a university and
society in crisis’ he said.

He outlined some of the demands
campuses should fight for as:

@ a socially relevant education that
can be put to the services of the
Masses

® education that is geared for action
and application

® democracy in education

® freedom of access to information,
knowledge, ideas and research

® keeping police off campus and
NO university collaboration with
police.

In his closing address, Webster
also traced trends in the student
movement from the 1960°s, when
protest politics was the dominant

Liberal varsity a myth — Webster

form of student activity 1o the pre-
sent where students are now invol-
ving themselves in working class and
community struggles.

He pointed out that 1982 is the
anniversary of three important land-
marks in South African history:

* The launching of the Congress of
Democrats and the Coloured Peop-
les* Organisation, ‘organisations
dedicated to non-racialism and the
struggle, in alliance with like-
minded organisations, for a just and
truly democratic South Africa’.

* the 1951 Defiance Campaign, a
disobedience campaign aimed at six
‘unjust laws’, during which § 000
people received short prison senten-
ces in an atiempt to overload the
prisons.

* the 25th anniversary of the Ale-
xandra ‘Bus Boycotts, where resi-
dents of Alexandra township
boycotted the Putco Bus Company
for three months over a fare incre-
ase.
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UWC

says campus
IS basis

SRC

for broad
organisation

Struggie for SRC recognition is past and

the struggle to heighten student awareness

and involvement is on

AFTER ACHIEVING a major vic-
tory agamnst the administrauon, stu-
dents at the Universuy of the
Western Cape (UWC) are now sett-
ling down to the nitty gritiy of buil-
ding a strong SRC

A campaign waged lor many
vears culminated i May last vear
when 2000 students marched on the
administration (o demand an auto-
nomous SRC, The demand was met,
and soon afterwards an 1] - person
SRC came into office in an uncon-
tested election

Student resistance is nol new al
*Bush’, as UWC s locally known.

SRC Presidemt Mike Mulligan
says wryly: “We've come a long way
since 1970 when there was a boycott
around a gquestion of men having to
wear tes!

In 1973 students took the admi-
nistration lo court over the SRC
constitution, and that year the uni-
versity was closed for two months
alter students boycotted against the
permit system. In 1976 the country-
wide unrest also spread 1o UWC and
the SRC was suspended in 1977,
Since then UWC has been without
an SRC.

*An SRC is important for conti-
nuity in student activity', says Mulli-
gan. "Over the past years, there have
been highs and lows in student acti-
vity at Bush. The breaks have clearly
occured because there has been no
continous leadership.*

Now, SRC members see *strengt-
hening student organisation® as a
priority.

*Progress was made last vear in
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getiing support for the SBOC and
buillding student uniny on matlers
which affect us most”, said one mem-
ber. "and this can only hold good for
ihe coming vear

The new SRC clearly see the cam-
pus as a base lor organising.

*We need 1o dispel the mvih thas
students by defimuon have a certam
awareness. This has to be developed.
People are at different levels of cons-
ciousness. You can’t take an ordi-
nary person that comes 1o Bush and
in the first year expect that student
to get involved in the community.”

SRC members believe campus
activities such as clubs and societes
and 1ssues such as Wilson Rowntree
can raise a student™s level ol conscio-
usness and through these students
can be drawn into community
involvement.

“One has to constantly gauge the
level of consciousness amongst stu-
dents and channel this in a useful
direction. All students won't go and
work in the community, so there
must be other activities (0 engage
them.'

Another SRC member said UWC
had learni imporiant lessons from
students” action at the University of
Durban-Westville (UDW).

‘Because campuses are not united,
an ongoing problem at Bush colleges
15 to ensure that the SRC remains
progressive. At UDW groups tried
1o gang up with the administration
to smash the SRC. Here, 100, rcac-
tionary elements started to push for
boycotts earlier on last year, and this
can be dan for the work bein

‘Bush’ SRC president Mike Mulligan: Building student unity,

done on campus because SECTs can
be destroved”

The SRO sees students as having
ton take therr palee m a brogad fromt
imvaslvinmg communities, workers aml
students

Within thes front, students would
play "a complementary and suppor-
ive role o communities
workers'.

Support. the SRC belicves, can be
given i moral, mtellectual, material
and other ways, but *students should
never belicve that they are in the
vanguard of the struggle. Workers
and communities will always deter-
mine what support is tobe given and
how it is 1o be given.”

On national contact, the SRC
feels that *there is a reed Tor students
1o get together more freguently on a
national level so that we know what
is going on throughout the country.”
Ways of overcoming this problem
should be considered 1o improve
student organsation and involve-
ment. Referring to the Azaniun Stu-
dents organisation (AZASQ), one
member said: It s clear that a a
later stage affiliation o a progres-
sive, national student organisation
will again come up lor discussion.
For the moment, establishing the
SRC and consoldating campus sup-
port must be our proinity”.
< On their victory against the ayt-
horities, the SRC say they were

"surpresed at the ease with whschoan
LTIl s Carmslanueiemnm W is
accepted by the adminsiraton, But
wo should salute previous students
at Bush bevause this victory s mai
the product of our work onlv, 11 n
wasn'l tor the ights students cniga-
ged mowath the admimstraton
Previmes Yoiurs, ouir sicvess waiiihd
minl have been possibile.”

‘But the grantmg of aulonomaons
SRO s shoubd alsao be seen i the con-
fext of the government’s broader
sirategy o coopt the "Colowred” and
Indian communitics, with talk of
these groups being able 1o vote amd
things like that”, another member
added. “It could be that, through
giving autonomous SRCs, leaders-
hip could a1 a later stage by
coopled.”

We must at all times guard aginnst
this and make sure that our activitics
never fall in line with these strale-
gics. We must not abdicate our res-
ponsibility towards the community,
towards the students and towards
the broader political light. Studenis
must bear in mind that we did not
achicve this victory for people whao
are not going o promole the general
liberation struggle.”

The state and the administration
will still have o learn that when we
talk about our liberation, we are
determined. We will continue 1o
fight until the people govern.”
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Sammy Adclman now in London

the principles of the  Frocdom

CUharter.

Since his banning, Sammy wias
continually harrassed by the seounity
police.

Adclman was also due o appear
m court lacing two charges. one for
breaking his banning order by G-
ling 1o make his weekly report o the
Hillbrow Police Statin and the
other Tor alleged forgery Tollowing
the seirure of his passport Laist year.

A warrant Tor his arrest has been
wasued alter he lwled 1w appear in
court o lace the first charge.
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Increasing thewg

high price

of poverty

RESIDENTS IN the Western Cape
are recling under the rent increase:
for this year, and backed by the
people’s community organizalions
are mounting protests against renl
increases and inadeguate housing.

Meanwhile the Government has
again displayed s insensitivity to
the needs of the people by the
announcement in January of a huge
cutback in the State subsidy alloca-
ted for housing,

The deputy director general of
Community Development said alre-
ady approved housing projects of
RS500- million would be delayed
because of a lack of fumds.

This announcement comes atl a
time when the housing situation it
black townships throughout the
country becomes even more critical.
And at a time when residents ol
townships are facing new rent incre-
ases which they cannot afford.

Access to decent housing is a basic
need, and a basic night, in every
society. In South Alrica the majority
of the people have no say n the
democratic process. They have no
say in where, or how they live. Nor
do they have any say in how much
moncy 15 allocated for housing.

The Government does nol want Lo
accept full responsibility for provi-
ding adequate housing for all its
people, saying that the private sector
should bear some of the costs for
housing.

And the private sector in its end-
less search for profits is not interes-
ted in providing adequate housing
for its labour force.

The provision of housing is
heavily influenced by Apartheid
policies. For example approxima-

tely 200 000 people in the Western
Cape were moved from therr former
homes to distant townships. They
had 1o pay the cost of removals in
the form of greatly increased rents,
and exorbitant transport costs,

This illustrates how, as a result o
Ahe Group Areas Act, the highest
rents fall on the poorest people. The
hardest hit are those who can least
afford 1o pay.

Tenants feel that while rents go up
annually they receive nothing in
return from housing  authorities.
The townships remain without rec-
reational facilities, houses are not
maintained properly and some arcas
are nol provided with even basic ser-
vices. Areas such as Bishop's Lavis
remain without electricnty.

The Cape Areas Housing Action
Committee (Cahac) an umbrella
body of 3 organisations, is spearhe-
ading a campaign in protest against
the rent increases. It has formed a
Rents Action Committee which ine-
ludes representatives ol a number of
churches, mosques and trade
UnNions.

I's aim is not only Lo stop rent
increases but also 1o demand that
people be charged rents they can
afford. A petition drawn up by
Cahac and signed by more than
40000 tenants demands:
® All rent increases be stopped.

Tenants angry at the huge rent
increases are now demanding that
the government, and not the people,
take responsibility for the increased
208t of apartheid.
® People pay rents they can afford
® Central government take respon-
sibility for housing
& The State provide bigger subsi-

"n.-u-_

Rent protest: Community action against inreases.

dies for housing

Rents for all City Council tenants
wenl up on January 1, with Mite-
hells Plain, Schotsches Klool and
the Malay Quater being hit the har-
dest. In most City Council areas rent
increases are between R2 10 R1 a
month.

Tenants feel that even though the
INCTEAsEs Seem relatively small they
cat heavily into their small pay pac-
kets. With the majority of people in
these areas living on, or even below
the breadline, even the most mini-
mal increase is excessive. Low wages
earncd by most tenants make them
onable to meet even the minimum
increase. Wages are low because
minimum wage levels are not based
on the cost of living but what emplo-
YETs can pay.

The Town Clerk for Cape Town,
Mr H.G. Heugh, when accounting
for the rent increases; said rents were
increased because the cost of repai-
ring and rebuilding houses had gone
up. new salary and wage demands
had imposed new burdens, and
water and electricity, which are inc-
'luded in rent, had gone up.

Rents in Divisional Council areas
are even higher than city council

Jareas because tenants have to bear
the burden of developing the area.

The provision of black housing
has ahva)-s reflected the struggle to

reduce the cost of accommodation
to a minimum-for the authorities
concerned.

This is achieved in two basic ways:
firstly by cutting housing costs 1o a
minimum. The result is that housing
is not only inadeguate but also of a
low quality. Secondly, by pushing
the cost of housing onto tenants by
making them pay for basic services.

Rents are divided into two parts:
basic rents and Service charges.
Basic rent is worked out according
to a formula devised by the Depart-
ment of Community Development.
Although the “formula’ specifies
‘protections’ which should give
reliel to tenants, these in effect do
not apply as local authonties do not
apply the protections.

According 1o the formula the
maximum limits for basic rents are:
#® For a breadwinner earning up to
R 150 not more than 5 per cent of the
INCOmE
® il more than R150 is earned not
more than 25 per cent of income

As the majority of tenants fall
within R150 - 250 category this rule
does not help these people who are
struggling to make ends meet. Most
of the people in R150 category are
pensioners or disabled.

Another disadvantage 15 that the
5% is not applied. For example in
Atlantis where rents for people ear-

ning less are 13,75% of their inco-
mes. For people earning more that
R150 rents are calculated according
to the cost for the house and on
income. This rent pavs back the loan
on the house and interest on the
loan.

And although for this group rent
should not exceed 25 per cent of
income, in most places it does. For
example tenants carning R151 pay
R&1,B8 in hasic rent i.e. 40,98 per
cent of income in some places.

In addition 1o basic renis, service
charges are levied to pay ‘for the
running of the townships’. These are
determined and administered by the
local authornities and are therefore
not uniform in all areas.

Tenants do not distinguish bet-
ween basic rent and service charges
-rent for them is the sum which has
to be pawd every month from their
pay packets. And more and more of
them are finding they can no longer
afford it.

A Cahac survey carried out in
Macassar and Scottsdene last year
showed that 68 per cent of tenants
could not afford basic food expendi-
ture after paving rent.

And the Divisional Council last
year had to evict 100 933 tenants
who could not meet their remt
payments. These people were forced
into squatter l:a.mps.

Cape: 3000 people protest new hikes

m:r LS

CLOSE ON 3000 people at a protest
meeting held at Mitchells Plain
recently, demanded that the Minis-
ter of Comminity Development, Pen
Kotze, meet with a delegation of
residents to discuss rent increases.
The minister said, however, that he
was oo busy.

Commenting on Mr Kotze's claim
that his schedule was “too tight’, a
spokesperson for the Cape Areas
Housing Action Commiltee
(CAHAC) said: *“The people’s poc-
kets are also tight.’

‘The refusal of the minister to
meet a delegation of democraticallly
elected representatives of the people
is an indication of the insensitivity ol
the lawmakers to the needs of the
people,” he said.

Other demands made at the mee-
ting included that rent increases be
stopped, that the central govern-
ment take responsibility for all hou-
sing and that it subsidise housing to
a much greater extent.

The huge and appreciative
audience which crowded into the
Westridge Civic Centre, heard spe-
aker after speaker stress: we demand
rents we can afford. On one wall a
banner read: Houses, Security and
Comfort, and listed the 42 organisa-
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3 000 people plu'iﬂl a Mnlchelt‘s Plain meeting to prulm renl hikes.

tions which make up the Hemt
Action Commitiee (RAC), which
under the auspices of CAHAC, had
organised the meeting.

A CAHAC speaker said: “The
struggle for rents we can afford is
very much a part of the struggle
against passes, the struggle of the
workers for higher wages and the
struggle for democracy.’

Messages of support came from
representatives of the Catholic
Church, the Moslem Judicial Coun-
cil, the Anglican Church, the United
Womens Organisations and the
Youth of Guguletu. There was alsoa

guest speaker from Pebco.

A joint message of support was
delivered by a spokesperson for six
trade unions — The Commercial,
Catering and Allied Workers Union
of SA; the Media Workers Associ-
ation of SA; the Food & Canning
Workers Union; the General Wor-
kers Union, the National Union of
Commercial Catering and Allied
Workers and the Social Service
Workers Union.

The statement read ‘The Wages
that we carry into the house by the
spoonful are carried out with sho-
vels. We as unions cannot condone

such a situation.”
To massive applause another spe-
aker said: “God will not come down

and perform a miracle. The things

that need to be done can be done by
ust

The meeting came as the culmina-
tion of a long campaign of protest
which started as soon as the incre-
ases were announced in December.
It was revealed at the meeting that
31 586 signatures had been collected
for a protest petition.

Residents in one area burnt their
rent papers, and other residents sta-
ged a placard protest. In all the areas

affected, house meetings were held

to mobilise support for the
campaign.
Rent increases have been imposed

in all the areas falling under the

Cape City Council, Cape Divisional
Council, BAAB and Citizens Hou-
sing League junsdiction. In some
areas, increases have amounted to
up to R61 per month.

The campaign has been marked
by consistent attempts by the local
authorities to avoid the issue and
confuse the people. Besides the

minister's refusal to meet the
CAHAC delegation, there has been
an announcement by the Divisional
Council that they had made a “mis-
take® in calculating the new rents.
The announcement came within
days of the mass meeting.

When resistance mounted, the
BAAB announced that they would
drop service charges by R1, and the
Citizens Housing League also found
arteason to drop their rent increases.
CAHAC, however has indicated its
intention to continue the struggle. It
is felt that the rents are already too

high and that people cannot afford
them.




NUSAS INTERVIEW

Q: 1981 saw the banning of two
Nusas executive members — namely
Andrew Boraine and Sammy
Adelman. Later in the year, numerous
students and others connected to the
student movement, were detained.
What effect has this had on the
student movement?

A: 1981 was a fairly heavy vear for
the student movement - the
Nationalist government came down
heavily on both black and white
students. But it was a year which
taught students several important
lessons. The primary lesson it taught
us in Nusas, is that what we're doing
5Nt a game, it's quite serious. If
you're participating in the struggle
for democracy in South Africa,
sacrifices are going to have to be
made. [n the face of those detentions
students will go into 1982 feeling
stronger than ever about their
commitment to working for change
in SA,

Q: Can you expand a little on what
you mean by sayimg that the
detentions have strengthened
students?

A: The detentions have
strengthened students’ resolve to
work for change in SA. It's made
their commitment far more genuine
because they understand the
conditions under which they are

working. The detentions have
greatly strengthened the organi-
sation of students and more

generally of white democrats in SA.
People who weren't previously
involved have been mobilised 1o
participate in Detention Suppor

Committees, Care Groups for
specifiic detainees or in Paremt
Support Committees.

This organisation and politici-
sation of people will last well beyond
these detentions and will negate the
effect the authorities hope for by
decvining, banning or even trying
people.

Nusas:

Students
organising for

democracy

SASPU NATIONAL speaks to the

president of the National Union of

South African students, Jonty Joffe

about the achievements of 1981 and

the work

that

lies ahead

democracy and will be democrats
for the rest of their lives.

Students learned too.that hiving in
an anti-democratic country like SA
makes it very difficult to operate
democratically.

In general the theme was a very
positive one. We learned important
lessons and it was very popular on
file cCampuses.

Q‘: Nusas Congress was held in
December. What important things
emerged from that?

A: Congress attempted to make

last years theme more specific.
What emerged was the necessily

for students to remember their cam-

pus base. We've established oursel-
S

‘The detentions have strengthened
students resolve to work for change

in SA.
ma-mm—::lh 3

most important developments of 1981
for Nusas?

A: 1981 saw the consolidation of
Nusas playing a role in the broad
democratic movement. The broad
democratic movement involves
organisations from student organi-
sations to trade unions, political
Eroups, women's groups, commu-
nity organisations etc. It is a non-
racial movement in which black and
white democrats participate equally.

In 1981, there were numerous
occasions where Nusas participated
in national campaigns like the
Anti-Republic Day Campaign and
the Wilson Rowntree boycott.

[ think we go into 1982 having
established credibility in that move-
ment. We are accepted as partici-
pants and are called upon to play
our part within it.

Q: How successful do you think the
Musas theme for 1981 was - Students
for a democratic Tuture?

A Thetheme attempted to highli-
ght the anti-democratic nature of
South African society at all levels -
the political, the economic and the
educational -and then contrast it
with the struggle of the majority for
a democratic future in SA

What emerged strongly was a
realisation of the necessity for stu-

dents 1o be démeeratic m theie own-
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Organisations.

ves quite strongly as participants in

the broad democratic movement but
that participation relies on our
strength on the campuses
themselves.

*Campus Action for Democracy”
was chosen as the theme for 1982.
The intention is to focus Nusas acti-
vity on the campuses - to mobilise,
organ.sc and politicise the students
there.

Q: There had been a lot of activity
over the past year revolving around
the universities, both within the natio-
nalist government and liberal estab-
lishment circles. What was the
reaction of Congress to this?

A Yes there's the De lange Com-
mission, the HSRC Report - various
recommendations by all sorts of
people! These and other political
events during the year were discus-
sed and many of the ideas are encap-
sulated by the new theme.

Students felt they should work out
their demands for a university which

would equip them for a democratic
future in SA,

Here co-operation with democra-
tic academics in the upiversities, is
essential. Probably the majority of
academics are quite conservative,
but there are those who are working
for the same democratic future that
we as students are.

1981 also saw the co-operation of
the university administration with
security police in certain instances
~an ssue which particularly angered

wludénts: Also the SADF made con-

develop as people Who understand  deredl aftempie T esiablis Rl o sl

commands on CAMPuses,

1982 will be a year where we'll
continue Lo participate i broader
political ssues, but where we locus
far more on the universitics.  Anot-
her issue which emerged al Congress
was the need lor studenis (o examme
the militarisation of South African
sociely. 3

Q: Could you comment on
the significance of Joe Phaahla’s
speech at Congress?

A The talk given by Joe, the
1981/82 Azaso President, was one ol
the most exciting and significant
things at Congress. It’s almost thir-
teen years since a black student
leader actually addressed congress.
It showed that there is now common
ground between black and white stu-
dents where we can get togetherona
far. more significant basis.

What struck people most about
Joe's talk was that black and white
students are talking much the same
language, while six to seven vears
ago there was a very marked diffe-
rence between what white, essenti-
ally liberal students in Nusas were
saying and whut the black student-
who were caught up in Black Cons-
CIOUSNESS Were saying.

MNow both student movements are
a part of the broad demuocratic
movement which | spoke about eaur-
lier.

Q: Why do black and white
students not organise together?

A There is general agreement
between people in Nusas and in
Azaso that at this stage, it is very

Nusas President Jonty

G: What is Nusas® relationship to
the various white student groups is
SA?

E.EIHIJP!E b, 11.1'I.I!‘h-|:'|- AN 1..'|.|‘TI!'-.IE.IL'-
rably. Our relationship to the ASB
(Alrikaanse Students Bord), ot the

Conmtact with other

1/
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public and not just the prviledged

four or Dve mulliom, 1T othink o

i s muoch more positive
Y

MNusas has credibility: as a0 penuine

ovpposttion group an SA. The media,
particularly the SABC, s bound up
wilh the curremt paslitical structure im

-'-The them:ntend-s to focus on the

campuses to mobilise, organise and

politicise students

there.”

moment s non-existent. Over the
past lew vears there has been very
little common ground between us,
the ASH being nothing other than a
Natnonalst Party student group.

When Andrew Boraine was detai-
ned in 1980, ASH refused 1o con-
demn the detention of our president.
On that basis we felt there wasnt
adequate ground to be co-operating
with one another.

With groups such as SUCA (Stu-
dents Union for Christian A clion) or
POLSTU (Politiese Studente Unic),
we don't have official relationships
with them but have had fairly close
working relationships.

With the crystalhization of a broad
democratic movement which is iden-
tifiable and has definite aims, our
priority has been o work with
groups in that movement. So, to the
extent to which the aims and activi-
ties of groups like Polstu of SUCA
are compaltible with the demands of
that movement, we arc willing 1o
work with them and have done so.

Q'. Musas has received guite a lot of
negative publicity over the past few

‘If you're participating in the struggle,
sacrifices are going to have to be made’
_.—_———ﬂ-

important 1o organise separately.
Conditions on black and white cam-
puses are very different. Black cam-
puses are very much more repressive
- there's a constant police presence
and a far more brutal treatment of
students.

For the organisation of democrats
to be most successful it is important
for black and white students to orga-
nise separately so that they can take
up the ssues specific to the students
thev're working with.

As strongly ag we feel that, there is
a strong feeling of the importance of
.:u—j:ap-:_rntin g where there are com-

n ground.

years through the media - what image
do you think it has now?

A’ We've become used to negative
publicity — whether it be the talks

given to people in the Defence Force
or the news bulletins of the SABC,

One could conclude that Nusas has a
bad public image but | don’t think
that is true.

If the public is defined simply as
the white South African population,

then our public image i1s not that
great. 1l ope looks at the broader

i T -

SA. IN one s working agmnst that

structure  and  Tor  democratic
change. one has Lo anticipate nega-
tive publicity and | think we ve weal-

hered that remarkably well.

QI How stroag is Nusas on the afTi-
liated campuses themselves?

A: MNusas 15 at one ol its strongest
stages. We go into 1982 with four of

the five English speaking campuses
alliliated to us <Durban, UCT, Rho-
des and Wits. Pictermaritzburg, at

the last referendum held on that
campus, decided o alMiliate but last

years SRC undemocratically disaf-
filiated. The 1982 SRC has a more

positive and  there are

peaple with whom we can work
Clomely,

atl i ugle

The other lour campuses have the

strongest and most soundly pro -
Musas SRC™s in a long time.

We are strong, but that must be
qualified. Students are casily swayed

S0 whilst al one slage we enjoy con-
siderable support it wouldn't take

much for the situation to be rever-
sed. South African society generally
15 becoming far more polarsed.

White South Africans are in many
Instances retreating into the laager

and developing very stercotypical
attitudes 1o groups working for
change.

Nusas has to find a balance bet-
ween participating in political acti-

vity and at the same time

maintaining student support. | feel

confident that we will succeed in this
during 1982.




REVIEWS

IT WAS 10 be expected that the
advent of SABC's Television Two
and Three — the “black” services —
would constitute no more than an
extension of Television One on the
one hand, and Radio Bantu on the

other. -
And certainly there have been no
surprises: the programmes have

been aimed al cscapist entertain-
ment with Eurocentric documenta-
.ries, sport and variety shows
dominating screens from the servi-
ces' inception. Local news tends 1o
concentrate . on bantustan  heads,
cabinet ministers and government
housing projects.

As on TV, the Polish situaton
gets blanket coverage, but there are
no programmes on South Africa’s
trade unions and their struggle

_against the system.

Not one iota of criticism of the
slatus quo, no ilems on urban or
rural squalor, migrant labour,
detentions or the Group Areas Act.

There have been such electrifying
and socially important programmes
as the lifecycle of the oyster and a
dubbed documentary on the Ameri-
Can space programme.

A variely show leaturing dancers
dressed as miners on the opening
night carries the same implication as
mine-dancing and shows such as I pi
Tombi'. Blacks are lundamentally

V2.

winning hearts
and minds with
sight and sound?

happy. oppression s just a slogan

and they have oh, such natural
rvthm.

Musical shows do feature local
artists including the odd very good
local jazz group. as well as many
sequin-clad mindlessly bopping
overseas acts, but their music, like
that on SABC's “black’ radio servi-
ces, very little social
challenge.

Of course any critique of the servi-
ces must also be a critigue of apar-
theid, the system which spawned the
SABC.

Most established press criticisms
are much in the vein of those of TV,
They seek improvements within the
service rather than guestioning its
existence and links with apartheid.
There were even one or two naive
hopes that the service might be ever
s0 shightly progressive in outlook.

The way the new service is structu-
red. the items that are featured all
fall well within the parameters of
apartheid ideoclogy.

The most obvious sign is the imp-
hication that whites and blacks must
remann separated that they cannot
share in a common service hence the
TV 1 and 2.

The obvious language for any one
South African service would be Eng-
lish, a language that grprobably
understood by more South Africans
than any other language. Bul the
new service has two: Zulu and

carries

Sotho, further underlining the
divide and rule policy. Tribalism is
emphasised, and bantustans, by
implication, promoted.

It 1s a service modelled on Ameri-
can/European lines, aimed at enter-
tainment, escapism and lulling
viewers into an acceptance of apar-
theid. Commercials add to the broad
message: Stake your claim in the
apartheid system and start climbing
the status ladder.

South Africa’s large rural popula-
tion is. again unsurprisingly totally
ignored.

The effectiveness of the new servi-
ces as a propoganda tool is still to be
seen. Television is a powerful
medium in that it demands so little
effort on the part of its audience and
its audio-visual nature gives it a cre-
dibility above that of other media
forms.

However, when the experience of
people is directly opposed to the
message conveyed by the meduim,
this credibility becomes conside-
rably lessened. Thus to a certain
extent the success of TV2 and 3 is
tied up to the attempts by the state 1o
build up a strong black middle class
as a buffer against real change.

Although the majority of blacks
cannot afford television sets, the
values pushed by the new stations
will reach a sizeable audience, with
sels being established in shebeens,
shops, mine compounds and hostels,
Domestic servants of the wealthy are
also likely to have access Lo the new
stations as their employers pass on
their sets and buy new ones to keep
up with the proverbial Jones's.

For television to be used in a
constructive way in a third world
country such as South Africa, there
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would have to be fundamental chan-
ges to the wdeological context within
which it would operate. The aims of
those who control it would have to
be in line with building a more
demoratic society.

Such a service would have educa-
tion (in the broadest sense of the
word) as its priority. Programmes
would have to be designed for com-
munal viewing, and the develop-
ment potential it could have would
not be hampered by illiteracy.

However, as long as the present
political set-up continues there is no
hope for a people's television sta-
tion, one that would reflect the aspi-
rations of the majority of . the
country's population, aspirations
which aren’t glibly modelled along
the western idea that the media are
just another commodity to be passi-
vely consumed.

Do-it-together book gears for change

TO THOSE ecking out an existence
in South Africa’s rural areas, offici-
aldom means trouble.

Unlike other Third World count-
ries, government officials here do
not have the interests of the majority
of the population at heart - their job
is 1o enforce control rather than help
people achieve a better quality of
life. Rural areas are generally seen as
a dumping ground for ‘“surplus
labour®. The path to development
here is thus one of self reliance, of
striving to improve things outside
the restrictive [ramework of
apartheid.

What then can be done at this
stage in time? The most important
thing is for people to become aware
that they can have some measure of
control over their own lives, and that

by pooling their scanty resources (IR

and working communally, the basis
for an alternative future can be cre-
ated. There are certain short-term
goals that can be achieved, such as
improving skills and attaining a deg-
ree of self-sufficiency.

An important milestone in this
regard is the publication of the
‘People’s Workbook® by the Envi-
ronmental Development Agency, an
independent rural development
organisation.

For the first time, a wide range of
relevent information on how to imp-
rove the quality of life in poverty-
stricken areas is presented, technical
information placed in a sound politi-
cal context. This is important,
because for people tp progress they
have to be aware of the social situ-
ation they exist in and the factors

that got them there in the firsi place.

Thus there is an explanation of the
nature of rural poverty and the
immediate steps that can be taken to
overcome it, all of which is put in a
simple style. Written in English
(EDA 15 aware of the limitations
involved) the book is intended to
serve as a catalyst for community
change and as a basic textbook for
those learning how to speak English.
A lot of effort has gone into this
progressive publication.

The underlying premise is that
real change can only come about

through democratic co-operation
and hard work. Examples are given

A well illustrated book covering the A to Z of communal living.

of the successes and failures various
groups have experienced in trying to
organise themselves.

Divided into sections on agricul-
ture, water supplies, health, buil-
ding, legal rights and how to work in
groups, the 560 page manual brims
with practical information and
interviews, An alternative history of
South Africa is presented in comic
strip form. It is the story of Vusi, a
young man from the city who
returns to his family in an overcrow-
ded homeland, and through conver-
sation with his grandfather is shown
how whites came to control the sub-
continent with their technical supe-
riority and imperialist backing.

—

The section on agriculture outli-
nes the problems facing black far-

mers, 70% of their country’s land is
denied to them and this is the reason
behind the overcrowding, overgra-
zing, soil erosion and landlessness
that handicap them.

One of the ways officialdom exp-
loits black South Africans is by
keeping them ignorant of their legal
rights. However, the legislation of

apartheid makes it almost impos-
sible for most people to live decently
without breaking the law. The most
hated form of legal control over
“black South Africans dre the ‘pass
laws which determine where people

may live and work. Section 10 rights
are detailed as well as the intricacies
of contract work and handling
labour bureaux.

The advantages of trade unions
are chronicled and there is a brief
history of worker organisation, one
of the most powerful forms of chal-
lenging exploitation. The example of
the 1980 strike by 20 000 Johannes-
burg City Council workers is given
in an interview with a worker still
fighting to get his job back after the
massive layolls -which followed the
dispute.

Other information ‘here consists
of workmen's compensation,
unemployment insurance, the rights
of domestic workers and pensions
and grants. There are also details on
marriage and divorce laws, adop-
tion, making a will and understan-
ding hire purchase agreements, as
well as how to deal with police.

Because most ways of improving
the quality of one’s life involve com-
munal work, the section on working
in groups is particularly useful. This
includes the actual establishment of
production teams and the courses of
action open to them, for instance
making clothes and furniture. Wor-

~ king in groups is also an educative

experience, and this aspect is also
examined.

Although handicapped by the fact
that the book is currently only avai-
lable in English, it nonetheless is a
well-researched contribution to
developing a democratic society out-
side the structures and values of
‘apartheid and the economic exploi-
tation that accompanies it.



PERFORMANCE

The marabi man and the union
man — counterparts in the play

JUNCTION AVENUE Theatre
Company has brought Modikwe
Dikobe's novel, The Marabi Dance.
o the stage.

The wlea of Marabi was first
seriously considered at the begining
of 1981 when some members of the

Junction Avenue Theatre Company
met Modikwe Dikobe. This book

and the culture it describes captured
our imaginations because we were
secking to present that part of his-
tory which is largely unwntten: the
history of the working people ol
South Alrica. We wanted o disco-

ver and reveal some of the rools of
IMIT O JIIh.,I.I'I I.'l]l“]!'l;,"; Lia l.'i.trlll.ll'l:
the strength and vitaliy ol the slu-
myvard communitics of Johannes-

burg. and the tragedy of their
destruction. although the book was
our starting point, the play is not a
direct adaptauon of the hook”

Junction Avenue. inspired by the
gently wwold, simple story of Martha
and her people’s struggle 1o survive,
have created an entertaining and
dramatic musical evemt with a mus-
cular political statement.

-
=

onto

stage

This is the result of =i months o
workshops, mvolving group mem-
bers whose jobs vary Trom domestie
work o post-graduate sty Ali-
hough there are problems imherent
1o such a- project —f{unding. time.
energy  and  distnbution . —  the
results in this case are exciting amd
challenging.

This  dramatised Marabi  only
faintly resembles Dikobe™s nowel
We are taken into a vividiv-created
Doornfontein slumyard and meet
Martha and George — the young
protagonists of marabi — whao, in
the
Mabongo and Mal;lahul1gn1‘wqhiaur1-
ha's parents) adherence to tradition
amd custom.

novel,  are  antagonised by

Although a trace ol this traditie-
nalist stand remars i Marab, ihe

theme in the novel which explores s
strongly the clash between the old

rural customs of Mabonpo's LCNCTii-
ton and the wurban disregard o

Martha®s slum generation, is almost
substituted by what Junction Ave-
mue saw as more relevant o their
1982 audience: a need to create cha-

A trade unionist, Makhalima (centre) is intreduced to focus action on today's silr:gglt_s_

the

rellect  the
strugele: retlect a growth in conseie-

racters  whe  wonld

usiiess, politcal and personal.

Fooand this, the group hanve cre-

atedd o woem e — Makhobm,

“The eremtnwvy il LT H T

ilendded o throsa o e socurate

U LRI L

or malitant light on the penod 1o give
our generation™s view,” savs Mal-
colm Purkev. the director, “Makha-

Iz, the i s siasld

because the state did smash them. It

LELJIERTN

sooshicd themy m the Tiltes, the sie-
Uieso, The seventios and i smcslices

them today. But the Bt s the spant
Bives o amd Uhat s what somteres-
tang Lo s, | hat s whan we are trnvng
w portray.”

©The sty o mvaraba’™s apyparemt
death through the destracton o the
remienals te

shumis  duie 1o Toreed

Orlanedes,  becomes o dlramatig
mctaphor on which to peg the polit-

cal growth of the workimg people

Makhalima's return 1o the slum
vard from his union activites
Cape Town troduces o political
vcounterpomt o the anarchic note ol

b

/

U sprit Maraba, e mresdoces il
pulosis ool oy ;llll.l 11I#.|I1I.ﬂ'.l|hll1:
sitike
l.l.l.l.l'lﬂlil*._*lr|-|'l|l'\u.l._"-. i 111I‘.|1|I.III||I,""'||""-!

wrees e poople 1o N ITR Y

Ehwernr remmaans el 1or ©hrlaumades

Ot e verses om ol

storced s e Bt as saved T Bl

Ak bene’™s mrerpretatim swlhsch s
i, wcomamiled el abwece all
el homesred.

I he vmeesm mim™s existenee i e
e Marabn os Dimally pustilied Bl
alramatg mdeage g e bus peli
tonslap with the snher ereated cha-
= Mivhepne, the maker ol
muirah musig

iy

Michejpmne — desenbed as fthe
muonkey, the hunchback, the persamni-

Ticatiwm ol the slum spart, the pain

Fa
and the pluck” — provides some ol
the most exciting mowmenis i the
show . Perlectly cast amd endowed

with some of the punchiest writing in
the performance. Henry Mablatic
comes o embasdy the ambivalence
ol slum lile

MNichejane, sustamed by nothing

bt Skomilana and s owe Tor the
“real people” of the slumes, s ugly and

repellant like the slums amd sustanms
them Imusic,
marab, with his hatred Tor every-

with s with  his

thing ebe, He is lunny, entertaining
and totally compelling.

And in Michejane, Makhalima,
the union man, sces the danger and

evils ol maraba,
The
lIiFL'I,1 Llprhl'\l.ll.'ﬁ ;|II:_| sl gresle mueh

twin characters ame  almiost

ol the plav’s dramatic wension and
colour, Finadly, though, we see their
fight 1s the same. In the deserted slu-

mvard alter the removals, we disco-
striking images the
state-silenced union man strung Lo a

ver o in

door-way, the Skomfana duped
marabi-maker lving abandoned like
a lorgotten note across his piano.
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George — a characier strung out belween
jazz and the music of marabi

e eelatiwonsdup beiween these
vharaviers
Wil Tuisee

Ve alrammani

twir  Rosfaills esnngamal

shiomas lava Juninm

s Ty fermes witl

puscabioonn soel Taase <hwad s twmmpia
Praonn Lo bk worss rospibes vnan the il

A turther cxample of siach min -
teonn is seen o the eroth ol the
Lo ailble auned cndurmg tadiomdis

Gather of Marntha, Mabamgo bego-

s an embatiered, experienced man
ol the workd returmmp with o new
gty and resolubion om0 win
T Bewn ot

ey wheh he

W Grermany. horn Fongland
e Burope,

Siwother mterestmyg tramstonm-
e mowels i

Liaanr 0% sl 1

marabt pliaver — young Ceorge,
Martha's lower.

In Marabi, we walch Creorge shilt
o @ charming clown — harcly

toderated by Mabongo sod Mama-
Py — inter s sell-contred chinrig-
ter whao pepects the pregnant Mt
faar bnis pew sy Fodmndd inlerest o ges

hereatter he gocs back oo marib
sintd redlisconvers s ronods, Fle o s
sileneed.

Sovim Uhe weorld of Maraba, Croorgy
becomies o victi ol the SMaraba’s

destriiction =— the  destrmctsn il
[ Josvrmbontein — the destructiom aof
Frecddom.

Wit we'd hke tee shosw s it

maaraha hves ong despate all attempis

at hadmg ot and wiping i out of the
Iistory hooks” Malcolm
Purkey, ;

LH LR

Junction  Avenue  has  certiamly

siceetded et only  in
maaraba i our Bestoncal memories,
but creatively communicating one ol
the strongest, maost positive political

statements seen on @ South Alncan

reviving

stage lor a long lime.

The struggle continues — in the
urmon man’s last words and the final
words ol the play: *We live in the
ghettos of Orlando now, but there |
are still many of us on the train.”



THE FUNERAL IN PICTURES

COFFIN IS CARRIED SHOULDER-HIGH TO GRAVESIDE

amba Kahle,Neil Aggett
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NEIL'S PARENTS LEAVE HIS GRAVE



