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The Black Sash —~ Die Swart Serp
The Group Areas Act

The idea of providing separate areas for the occupation of different racial groups in South
Africa did not originate with the policy of apartheid, nor with the present Nationalist govern-
ment. Long before Union, separate locations, townships and reserves were set aside for Africans;
and from 1885 onwards various restrictions were placed upon the ownership and oceupation of
land by Asians in the Transvaal, Orange Free State and Natal.

However, the Group Areas Act of 1950 (amended almost every year since then) went far be-
yond any previous legislation, imposing control throughout South Africa, and dividing the
whole country into defined areas for the eventual separation of the population into different
racial groups. Under its provisions, hundreds of thousands of non-Whites and a number of
Whiles are being forced to move from established homes,

A Government spokesman recently claimed that there was no racial discrimination in the
application of the Group Areas Act, since both Whites and non-Whites suffered and were called
upon to make sacrifices. This drew the retort from the Opposition speaker that it was a sad
commentary on Apartheid that the extent of suffering should be the eriterion of the justice
of its laws.

The fact remains, however, that comparatively few Whites are affected, whereas vast popula-
tion movements of Indian, Coloured and African people are entailed. Furthermore, in many
towns the entire built-up area has been allocated to the Whites, and non-Whites are being moved
to undeveloped areas some distance outside the towns, without any of the amenities they have
hitherto enjoyed. It must be remembered, too, that Whites are free to choose their place of
residence, while in most cases the non-Whites have no choice but to live in the area set aside
for them, however little it may be to their liking.

In most of the cities, the pattern is not yet complete, and the non-White residents are uncer-
tain what their future is to be. For several years, the non-White communities of the Cape Pen-
insula have been living under the threat of removal from long-established homes. In many
cases, Cape Coloured people are accupying houses where their forefathers have lived for cen-
turies. At the end of 1964, the threat of expulsion from these much-loved homes came nearer,
with the publication by the Department of Planning of proposals for the establishment of defin.
ite Group Areas in the various districts. Courts of Inquiry were set up to consider objections

to the proposals.

In the following pages, members of the Cape Western Region of the Black Sash report on
their efforts in the areas in which they themselves live to assist non-White residents in making
their representations to the Group Areas Board.

It is heart-warming to note that in most of these cases White people who are not threatened
with the loss of their homes have rallied to the assistance of their less fortunate non-White
neighbours. It is to be feared, however, that this kindly spirit is becoming rare amongst the
Whites of South Africa. Unless they are themselves affected, few of them seem to know much
about this heartless uprooting of peaceful communities in the sacred name of apartheid; nor
do they realize that such callous laws are passed in their name, as the sole wielders of politeal
power in the multi-racial country.
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The implementation of these Group Areas
proposals would uproot

The Oldest Gommunity of South
Africans on the False Bay Goast

says MARGARET ROBERTS

Chairman of the Black Sash in the Western Cape,
and a resident of the area for 18 years.
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S'D]-'IE eight to nine years ago, when the Government first prepared the proclamation of Group

Areas in the Cape Peninsula, the Black Sash organized a petition to the Minister then res-
ponsible for the administration of the Act asking that the Government refrain from doing so.
The petition, which was signed by 30,000 signatories, included the following paragraph: “In
the conditions of the Cape Peninsula, which are the result of three centuries of history, it would

bhe impossible to demareate just group areas.”

Ancestral homes

If ever the truth of this prognosis needed illus-
tration, the proposals published by the Depart-
ment of Planning, which are the subject of this
enquiry, bear it out. These proposals, if given
effect to, would mean the complete extrusion of
the Coloured community from the area extending
from the Silvermine stream to Military Road,
except possibly for a small, largely undeveloped
area in the neighbourhood of Steenberg Station.
More particularly this would uproot the entire
Coloured community of Kalk Bay, descendants of
the fishermen who originally pioneered this area
of urban settlement, and banish them from their
ancestral homes.

Is this justice?

The Group Areas Board has presumably ac-
guainted itself with the history of the develop-
ment of the portion of the False Bay coast
affected by this Enquiry. In the 1870's and
1880"s, there was a boarding-school, and an inn
for travellers between Simon’s Town and Cape
Town. 5t. James did not exist as such. There
were a few houses on the present Main Road, like
Barkly House, Beaufort Cottage (still standing)
ete, At Kalk Bay alone was there a settled com-
munity — that of the fisherfolk, overwhelmingly
Coloured (including, of course, Malay). The pro-
posals, therefore, if implemented, would mean
the extrusion of the oldest community of South
Afrieans settled in this whole area. Is this
justice? If so, by what criterion?

The Black Sash, March/April, 1865

Duaring the last three generations Muizenberg
and St. James have been developed — largely as
tourist and seaside resorts for wvisitors, and as
residential areas for White people whose work
lies “up the line”, away from their homes.

Livelihood centred in Kalk Bay

There has also been steady White penetration
into the Coloured areas of Kalk Bay -— again
for the same purposes of recreation and seaside
residence, In the process many of the Coloured
residents have been pushed out, But those who
remain are overwhelmingly fishermen, as their
ancestors were. They live as a separate com-
munity, and apart from loeal shopkeepers, hotel
and boarding-house proprietors, ete., remain the
one and only element whose basic livelihood is
centred in Kalk Bay.

White pleasure-seekers and
resident commuters

No doubt if the hands of the land speculators
and other profit-seekers could be laid upon the
area comprising these humble homes, this area
could be further developed as a playground for
White pleasure-seekers, and resident commuters,
whose places of livelihood are situated in the City
of Cape Town or elsewhere, Why should the
interests of these take precedence over the vital
economic interests of the fishermen centred on
Kalk Bay Harbour, in the interests of whose in-
dustry the Harbour itself was created. Is that
justice? Would the Group Areas Board dare
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even to investigate a proposal where the racial
position wag reversed, and a settled White com-
munity, whose vital economic interests were de-
pendent on oeccupation of a particular area, were
to be uprooted for the benefit of the Coloured
pleasure-seeker or community or land jobber?

Adverse racial discrimination

If such is unthinkable, why should the reverse
not be 0?7 Our Foreign Minister told the U.N.
Assembly the other day that separate development
meant not racial diserimination but mere separa-
tion on the basis of justice and absolute equality
of treatment, If these proposals are implemented
he could never dare say such a thing again, be-
cause it would be palpably false, For no more
blatant a case of adverse racial discrimination
against Coloured people by a Government in
which they have no single representative, on the
advice of a Board on which they are also totally
unrepresented, eould conceivably be imagined.

Group Area Air

WHEN DID YOU DFCOVER,

NON-WHITES WERE
BREATHING THE SAME
AIR AS WE DO 2

Bob Coanolly Rand Daily Mail

CONVERSATION PIECE

"I’?E just come back from a week-end in Natal — went to visit my friend Mary in Isipingo for
the last time., They've got to move, you know — Isipingo’s been given over to the Indians.
Rather a shame, don't you think? Isipingo’s such a lovely place—".
“Well, the Indians have to be given somewhere to live.”

“Yes, but surely in this vast eountry they could have found some place to send the Indians that
nobody else wanted — why should the White people have to leave Isipingo?—all the lovely homes

they've built for themselves.”

“The Indians have had to leave their homes often enough. Why, they've been moved out of
their homes and businesses in Vrededorp, and that was given an area specially given fo them

thirty or forty wears ago."

“Ig that so? Well, who would want Vrededorp, anyway?"”

“Obviously the White people — it's extremely valuable trading property! And of course the
Indians wanted it, too, but they have had to move twenty miles outside Johannesburg where most

of them will find it hard to make a living.”

“Well, if they insist on their own Group Areas, what can they expect?”
“Rut it’s not the Indians who want Group Areas —"

“QOh, ves it is! My friend told me — they applied to the Group Areas Board for Isipingo to be
made over to them. The White people didn't want to leave —"

“0Of course they didn't want to leave, and of course the Indians wanted to stay! Nobody wants
to leave an established home and start again out in the bundu in a place nobody else wants —
for the moment! But the Indians had nothing to do with the passing of the Group Areas Act
— they have no hand in making the laws of this country — only the White people have the vote.”

“Well, of course, they're not really ready for it, are they? But I still think it’s a crying

shame about Isipingo . . . Mary's lovely house . .

The Blaeck Sash, March/April, 1865
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(Overheard at the hairdresser's).

%
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THE FISHERFOLK OF KALK BAY

by MONICA RITCHKEN
KALK BAY is a small fishing village on the False Bay coast. Its steep cobbled streets, lined

with elean and well kept houses, go up to the mountains and then wind down again to the
Atlantic Ocean and to the heart of the village — the Fishing Harhour.

Dates and facts vary, but it is safe to say that
the Coloured community of Kalk Bay was estab-
lished at the turn of the 19th Century., Portu-
guese, Phillipine, Javanese and Irish seamen
settled in Kalk Bay — they in turn intermarried
with English, Dutch and Cape Coloured people
and their deseendants are today the fisherfolk of
Kalk Bay.

Favourable conditions

 The original seamen chose Kalk Bay because
of certain favourable conditions, They discover-
ed, just outside the present harbour, a reef which
would afford protection to their boats against the
furies of the sea — a reef which even today still
protects the harbour. They chose Kalk Bay as
a place where they could earn their living as
fishermen, It followed logically that they had to
lve in Kalk Bay in order to care for their boats
in case of a sudden storm and to be available to
o to sea at any hour of the day and night when
the fish were “running".

Many factors had to be observed in order to
make this possible. The seamen had to be on
the spot to watch the winds and the water which
indicate the coming of fish; temperatures had to
be gauged, because temperatures are affected by
the wind and few fish will “bite™ in cold water;
movements of the birds aided in loeating shoals;.
the colour of the sea was important, especially
patches of colour moving with the currents. In
the case of a sudden storm they had to be on the
spot to secure their boats firmly and so eliminate
the danger of the beats’ breaking loose and smash-
ing against the rocks. In faect, they were on call
24 hours a day. All these conditions exist today
and it is necessary that he who lives from the
sea must live at the sea.

Courage and perseverance over the years have
enabled the fishermen to build up what is the only
industry in Kalk Bay, and fishing has become
traditional amongst the Coloured community.
Generation has followed generation in living from
the sea. Grandfather has trained father and
father has, in turn, trained son, in the ways of
the sea and in shiperaft, its use, its maintenance
and its protection from the sea. The sea is the
driving force in their lives and they have grown
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up with the drama, the sorrows and joys of sea-
faring.

In 1911, the Government, being aware of the
importance of the fishing industry, built the
Kalk Bay Harbour. This has not only made con-
ditions easier for fishermen and fishmongers, but
has also become a great tourist attraction., The
only fresh fish to be bought in the Cape Penin-
sula comes from the fishermen in Kalk Bay. All
other fish is frozen or tinned.

There are approximately 120 non-White fami-
lies living in Kalk Bay today. 340 are seamen
and 500 non-White people are dependent upon the
sea for their livelihood. Out of a total of 31
boats which ply from the Kalk Bay harbour, 19
are pwned outright by Coloured fishermen. The
valuation of these boats is R123,000,

Not many of them own their own houses but
there are nevertheless 15 Coloured-owned homes,
a garage, flats and a guest house. In 1941, the
Cape Town City Council erected 54 flats for the
use of Coloured fishermen, and these are packed
to capacity.

Peaceful co-existence

There are 200 Muslims in Kalk Bay under the
spiritual guidance of Imam Fisher, who was born
in Kalk Bay over 70 years ago. They have their
own Mosque and are an integral part of the com-
munity. The remaining Coloured familiez belong
mainly to the Roman Catholic and Anglican
Churches, All are law abiding, thrifty and deep-
ly religious people. The police station in Kalk
Bay was closed down some years ago owing to
lack of crime! The White police sergeant who
was in charge of this police station for 18 years
developed a great respect and love for the fisher-
folk. He still lives among them in Kalk Bay
and has written a book on their history and ori-
gins, Die Bloudam is hul Oesland, he has aided
the State Information Department to make a pro-
paganda film on their daily lives and in the Janu-
ary, 1966 issue of Panorama he wrote an illus-
trated article about the fishermen,

Towards the end of the 19th century, White
people began to infiltrate into Kalk Bay. They
opened up hotels and businesses and, taking ad-
vantage of the beautiful gea and mountain views
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and the special “fishing village” character of
Kalk Bay, they made their homes there. Today
there are 417 White owned houses in the village.

This then is Kalk Bay — bustling and at the
same time peaceful with the calm and serenity of
generations. In the much used words of this
Government, Kalk Bay is a living example of
“neaceful co-existence™.

Bombshell

The bombshell came on the 20th November,
1964, when, under the Group Arveas Act, it was
proposed to declare the area between Lakeside
and Clovelly for White occupation only, Objec-
tions in quintuplicate were to be received by the
Department of Planning not later than the 18th
December 1964. The Cape Western Region of
the Black Sash immediately did three things:—
{(a) They lodged objections with the Hoard, and
offered to give evidence at the public in-
quiry;

{b) They wrote to the fishermen offering sympa-
thy and support;

(¢) They made a statement to the Press,

At that time I was the only member of the
Regional Council living in the area and I wanted
to help the fishermen, but at that stage it was
difficult to know what I could do. There iz only
ane organization in Kalk Bay which protects the
interests of fishermen and that is the Kalk Bay
Residents' Association, Nearly all the fishermen
belong to this which acts alsp as a =ort of
fishermen's union. The Association was formed
by Councillor Heeger — one of the three Coun-
sellors representing our ward — and the chair-
man of the Association is Mr. Vincent Cloete, a
fisherman of outstanding eharacter and integrity,
who can trace his ancestry in Kalk Bay back 150
Vears.

Black Sash action

In the first few chaotic days which followed
the Government Gazette notice, much advice and
guidance was offered to the fishermen by various
people. These fishermen are simple people
and a proposal such as this was beyond their com-
prehension and organizational ability. It soon
hecame apparent, however, that some were dis-
satisfied with their advisers. I will spare you the
details of this dissatisfaction and lead you to a
Black Sash supper party held at the end of No-
vember, 1964. Here I had the opportunity of
meeting both Councillor Heeger and Mr. Cloete
and when Mr. Cloete asked me if I would help
the fishermen I said I would try my best and so
it started.
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I reported to the Black Sash Regional Couneil
and to the False Bay Branch, stating that 1 was
going to help as a ratepayer. Everyone gave me
encouragement. Although I am a ratepaper I
am alse overwhelmingly Black Sash. The fisher.
men, Councillor Heeger and many residents knew
this, If it had not been for the Black Sash 1
would probably have done nothing much, but,
with nearly ten vears of Sash teaching of intel-
lectual awareness and positive thinking in justice
and politcal morality, I felt I had to do a little
extra towards helping the victims of this unjust
legislation.

Miss Peggy Grant, Chairman of the False Bay
Branch, offered to help in any way possible, We
consulted Mrs. Barbara Willis, who had experi-
enced the same thing in Simon’s Town in 1959,
and kept very efficient records of the procedures
to be followed, Although she was very busy her-
self, as Simon's Town was re-advertised a Group
Area a few days after the Kalk Bay proclama-
tion, Mrs. Willis gave ready and friendly advice
and help.

We drew up drafts of objections for house-
nolders, traders and fishermen, which involved 700
householders, 120 fishermen, 100 fishmongers and
about 28 traders — all to be submitted in quin-
tuplicate. The “objections"” were dropped into
letter-boxes, and here members of the False Bay
Branch of the Black Sash were most helpful.
The fishermen also assisted in this task.

Each objection had the following notice at-
tached :

“Dear Sir/Madam,

If you are in agreement with the attached ob-
jeetion, will you please sign all five copies and
post them not later than the 16th December to
thet address mentioned.

If you do not like the wording, would you please
send in your own ohjections, in quintuplicate, to
be posted not later than the 16th December.

Pleasze detach this form before signing.

N.B, Objections close on the 18th December,
1964."

We have no way of knowing how many people
signed the roneoed objections but we do know
from the Chairman of the Public Ingury that 46
people took the trouble to send in their own writ-
ten obhjections,

We then dealt with the detailed memorandum
submitted by the Kalk Bay Residents' Associa-
tion. Particular thanks must go to Mr, Phillip
Herbstein, who greatly assisted us by attending
one of our many, many meetings and giving us
the benefit of his expert advice.

The Muslim ecommunity were formed into an
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organization called the “Trustees of the Masjid-
dul-Igslam-Kalk-Bay"”, and we drew up a memor-
andum for them which was also submitted. Me-
moranda were also sent in by churches and indi-
viduals, We had nothing to do with these, of
ecourse, but we did urge that the Mayor call a
special meeting of the Cape Town City Council
s0 that they mignt lodge objections before the
18th December because of the 54 Counecil flats.
Thiz the Mayor and City Couneil did, and they
gsent a wvery efficient delegation to the Publie
Inguiry.

The Cape Times and the Cape Argus hoth pro-
duced excellent week-end features on Kalk Bay.

Counsel briefed

At the end of December, all those who had sent
in objections were notified by the Department of
Planning that the Public Inguiry would be held
on the 11th January, 1965, in the Muizenberg
Pavilion Theatre Hall. The nightmare was on
the way to becoming reality.

After hurried discussions and telephone calls,
we agreed that an Advocate must be briefed for
guidance and direction, and in due course Advo-
cate Robin Marais was briefed to appear before
the Inquiry on behalf of the Kalk Bay Residents’
Aszsociation. We could not have had a hetier
man. Advocate Marais immediately took posses-
gsion of my file of cuttings, and was on the job
at once. After our first meeting with him, Miss
Grant and I smiled and relaxed for the first time
for weeks, It was good to be guided by an ex-
pert, after scurrving around like rabbits for
what seemed an eternity!

By this time, Mrs. Peggy Roberts had returned
from England, and she agreed to speak on behalf
of the Black Sash at the Public Inquiry.

The Public Inquiry

The Inquiry began on Monday, 11th January,
about 200 people being present, The Chairman
was Mr. H, 8. J. van Wyk, a pleasant and courte-
ous man, and his eolleague and committee mem-
ber was Mr. P. H., Torlage.

Everyone who had sent in a written objection
was given the opportunity of speaking, but most
people stood by their objections and =zaid they
had nothing to add.

On the first day, Advocate Marais questioned
in evidence Mr. Cloete, Imam Fisher and others,

and then made a magnificent and moving address
to the Chairman. He said, fnter alic:"
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“lI would be interested to know if there is any
person in this hall who ecould advance one good,
pressing and cardinal reason for excluding the
Coloured folk from Kalk Bay, It can only be an
ideological reason. Then you will be able to look
with pride at the map of False Bay coast and
say: ‘Look how elear-cut the cleavage!™™

Not one voice spoke up.

Others who addressed the Inguiry were Mr.
Friedlander and Mr. Luyt for the Cape Town
City Council; Mrs. Lucy Hall; Dr. Oscar Woll-
heim, Chairman of the S.A. Institute of Race
Relationz; Mr, Lewis Gay, M.P., the National
Council of Women, and Mrs. Roberts, on behalf
of the Black Sash.

The first day’s hearing ended at lunch time.
Before I report on the second day, I would like
to tell you about the film I mentioned earlier.
Several people, including Mrs. Roberts, had
spoken to me about a film on Kalk Bay, but it
was not until the 10th January, the day before
the Inguiry, that I deeided to try to find out more
about it.

A beautiful and moving film

I discovered that it was called “The Fisherfolk
of Kalk Bay"”, and it was made in 1955 by the
State Information Department. It had its pre-
miere in Cape Town on the 10th April, 1956,
hefore an audience which included the Govenor-
General (the late Dr. Jansen), Cabinet Ministers
and Members of Parliament. It was a short film,
lasting only 15 minutes, and it so beautifully and
movingly depicted the fisherfolk that it was trans-
lated into seven languages and shown throughout
the world.

Mr. Piet Meiring of the Department of Infor-
mation estimated than in the vears 1956/1957 the
film had been seen by 80 million people (excluding
television viewers), It had won a first prize at
Cannes and at Edinburgh, and it was guaranteed
to move a heart of stone. Would it not be a good
thing, therefore, to show it to the Chairman and
of Mr. Torlage?

After the brief second day’s hearing, Advoeate
Marais asked the Chairman’s permission to show
the film. The Chairman graciously consented to
see it before his tour of inspecting Kalk Bay.
Yes, somenow a copy of the film was obtained —
and in Afrikaans, Father Doran of the Roman
Catholic Church arranged for the showing in
the Star of the Sea Convent Hall and someone
volunteered to work the projector. This was a

(Continued on opposite page)
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GROUP AREAS IN SIMON'S TOWN
by BARBARA WILLIS

IN 1959 E-rnup Areas were l.l-l'['llJ-l‘lHE[l for Simon’s Town, and strongly resisted. The Grﬂup Avreas

Liaison Committee came into being and briefed Counsel to put their case at the Publie En-
quiry in Auguost, 1959, In 1960 a small area was again advertised, having been overlooked in
the first advertisement, Again the Liaison Commitiee went into action and lodged every possible
objection. Nothing further was heard until the 27th ovember 1964, when, five and a half
vears later, a new advertisement appeared with proposals far more drastic than any of the previ-
ous ones. The new proposals completely exeluded all Indians and Africans from Simon’s Town
and no areas at all were proposed for “Coloured” — only four areas being proposed “White or

Coloured’. It looked very much as though the whole of Simon’s Town was intended to be

turned into a *White’ area.

The Marathon begins again

Representations had to be lodged with the De-
partment of Planning by the 31st December, and
so the Marathon began all over again. The
Group Areas Liaison Committee was called to-
gether again, an ad hoc committee consisting of
repregentatives from the Angliean, Roman Ca-
tholic and Methodist Churches, the Mosgue Trus-
tees, the Non-European Group Areas Co-ordinat-
ing Committee, the Indian Association, the
Chamber of Commerce, Glencairn Civie Associa-
tion, Simon's Town Ratepavers and Civic Asso-
ciation, the Black Sash’s Simon’s Town Branch
and some non-White elubs and sports organiza-

tions.

Very many meetings were held, always at night
because the non-White members were all working
during the day. The Town Council granted a
Round Table Conference for discussion of the

THE FISHERFOLK OF KALK BAY (Cont.)

dramatic ending to the hearing and I trust the
Chairman’s heart was moved.

A deep sense of shame and sorrow

Although it seems inconceivable, there is a faint
ray of light in this terrible act. In our case,
people of every colour tended to draw closer to
each other. The sugpested harsh uprooting of
the Coloured people from their homes provoked
a great sense of shame and sorrow in many of us
who were not going to lose our homes. Deep
and enduring friendships have been formed and
whatever the outcome of the inquiry, I pray that
these friendships will continue always,
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proposals, and this was also attended by African
members of the Luyolo Location Advisory Board,
Mr, L. €. Gay, M.P., and Mr. Friedlander, M.P.C.
The Liaison Committee stated its case very
strongly, and the result was that the Council
were persuaded to ask for no group areas at
all. In 1959 they had asked for Group Areas,
but the Liaison Committee had always asked for
“no group areas”, and their whole case in 1950
had been based on the permissive clause of the
Group Areas Act — Section 5(1)(a) — which says
that “The board shall enquire into and by means
of a written report advise the Minister in regard
to the desirability or otherwise of issuing . . .
any proclamation . . .". The Liaison Committee
has always maintained that Group Areas are
not desirable in Simon’s Town. The Town Coun-
cil, in their written representation said, infer
alia ;— “My Council desires me to reiterate most
emphatically that, in its opinion, there is no ne-
cesgity for the proclamation of Group Areas in
this town, but, if the Department of Planning
insists on proceeding with this undesirable pro-
Ject, then the Counecil submits the following pro-
posals for the most seriousg consideration.” The
letter went on to ask for what is the status guo.

"Group Areas not desirable"

On the 14th December a Public Meeting was
called in Simon’s Town by the Liaison Commit.
tee to inform the public of the proposals, to allow
all citizens to air their views and to launch a
town petition drafted by the Committee. The
Mayor, owing to short notice, was unfortunately
unable to attend, but the M.P. did — and so, of
course, did the Security Branch! A resolution
was unanimously adopted by the meeting,

“That this meeting of citizens of Simon’s Town
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asks the Group Areas Board to advise the Minis-
ter that any proclamation of Group Areas in
Simon’s Town is not desirable.”

Nine hundred and thirty-seven signatures were
obtained for the petition, but many meore could
have been obtained if it had not been for Christ-
mas.

Individual representations

All individual representations have to be in
quintuplicate so the committee drew up two:—
one “l am an Owner/Oceupier . . .” and one “I
am a Trader/Fisherman . . .”, roneoed them and
stapled them into fives. These were taken from
house to house and resulted in geven hundred and
thirty-three for Owners/Occupiers and 27 for
traders, In addition the Chamber of Commerce
drew up another petition for traders only and
collected 43 signatures. All the organizations
belonging to the Liaison Committee lodged ob-
jections in quintuplicate, and so did the Luyolo
Location Advisory Board, though not a member
of the Committee, Some big business concerns in
the town and several individuals also lodged ob-
jections.

The Black Sash arranged for the petitions to
he officially counted on the night of the 29th De-
cember by two responsible people not connected in
any way with Simon's Town, and their certificates
accompanied the petition forms to the Depaat-
ment of Planning, with a covering letter from
the Committee. Much help was also given to
individual objectors in the village by members of
the committee.

On the 31st December two members of the
committee delivered a huge carton of represen-
tations to the Departmen of Planning. They had
difficulty in obtaining a receipt but did so in the
end, and they were also closely questioned as to
who had drawn up the objections (the Group
Areas Liaison Committee), whose duplicating ma-
chine was used (they did not know) and who was
this Mrs. Barbara Willis (the Chairman of the
G ALLC).

Throughout the eampaign the two loecal Eng-
lish newspapers gave us maximum publicity.

We had not even come up to breathe when on
the 8th January we were notified that the Public
Enquiry would be held on the 20th January. So
off we went again — more meetings, more diffi-
cult now because Ramadan was on — Counsel
was engaged and evidence had to be brought up
to date and collected for the new areas not in-
vestigated in 1959. Time wasz so short that
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Counsel only had one consultation with the Com-
mittee, lasting from B p.m. to long past midnight.
Could anything have been timed more incon-
veniently — Christmas and Ramadan?

Masterly summing-up

The Public Enguiry lasted two days, and in-
cluded inspection of some of the beaches and Da
Gama Park, both outside the scope of the adver-
tised investigation, However, no time was lost
in putting in a word for the Non-White rate-
payers of Simon’s Town with regard to beaches!
Not a single person came forward to ask for
Group Areaz and a masterly summing-up was
given at the end by Counsel for the Liaison Com-
mittee, Mr. Gay, M.P., gave superb evidence in
defence of all people of all races in Simon's
Town and received a spentaneous burst of ap-
planse, severely elamped down upon by the Chair-
man of the Board!

Mo alternative proposals

The members of the Luyolo Location Advisory
Board were not allowed to give evidence hecause
the Chairman said that although it had been
advertized as “White' it could not become ‘White’
until the Loecation had been de-proclaimed for
Bantu. This did not prevent a non-White Coun-
cillor and the M.P. for speaking for them how-
ever! With regard to the extrusion of all Indi-
ans from the town, Counsel gave a note of warn-
ing to the Board that a case might be able to be
brought, because no alternative proposals had
been advertised for them., He gquoted from a pre-
vious case not yet finalized in the Courts, in which
the Indians had won their case but it has been
taken to Appeal. The Chairman of the Board

“thanked Counsel for drawing their attention to

this matter and informed the people present that
arrangements had bheen made by the Board for
interviews with the Departments of Defence and
Fisheries. Very many non-White men are em-
ployed in the Dockyard and in the Marine il
Refinery in Simon's Town,

Having done all we could over the diffieult
Christmas period we must now await results,
which, judging by the haste of the Public En-
quiry are unlikely to be as long as five and a half
years again, In any eourt of law the case put up
for “no group areas” in Simon's Town was as
unanswerable now as it was in 1959, and even
more strongly supported because this time the
Town Council was on our side, and the M.P, had
not give nevidence in 1959,

(Continwed on opposite page}
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GROUP AREAS IN RONDEBOSCH

by MARY BIRT

[N 1961 the Group Areas Board announced its intention of proclaiming part of Rondebosch
always known as Black River as a Group Area for Whites only.

The residents of Black River consist of Whites and non-Whites in almost equal proportions
most of whom fall within the middle income group, but in spite of the differences in culture and

patterns of living the individuals have got on very well with each other and all sections of the

community have been living together in peace and unity.

A group of non-White residents who were aware, through the bitter experience of other areas,
of what they stood to lose in the ensuing tussle, formed themselves into “The Black Fiver Rate-

payers’ and Residents’ Association™.

The Black Sash assisted them by taking a peti-
tion from door to door which asked the Group
Areas Board to leave the area as it is. The
result of this canvass was that 61 per cent of the
Whites and 90 per cent of the total number of
residents agreed that the stalus guo should be
maintained.

The Black Sash also assisted in calling a Pub-
lic Meeting in the Rondebosch Town Hall, at
which the speakers from the platform and the
floor mentioned many of the miseries, hardships,
financial losses and general inconveniences that
would be caused by the implementation of the
Group Areas Act in the Black River Estate.

Nothing more was heard. Several shacks were
demolished under slum clearance. Some non-
Whites had plans passed by the Council for the
improvement of their properties; others had

plans passed for the erection of new houses;
while newcomers bought properties on the under-
standing that it would be a White area,

Homes once more at stake

In November 1964 an advertisement appeared
in the Cape Argus announcing the Department
of Planning's intention to investigate the Fraser-
dale area with a view to its being declared for
White or for non-White or as an area with buffer
strips. It took some time for the people living on
the Black River to realize that this was Black
River under another name and that once more
their homes were at stake.

Any objections to the advertised proposals had
to be in the hands of the Department in guin-
tuplicate by 18th December. The Acting Com-
mittee of the Black River Ratepavers' and Resi-

GROUP AREAS IN SIMON'S TOWN (Cont.)

Heartening response from White
residents

For those who may know Simon’s Town, the
four areas proposed ‘Coloured or White', are the
Malay Quarter and Ricketts Gardens (behind the
shops in the town) the upper portion of Mount
Pleazsant, near the old Naval Hospital — Dido
Valley which is above the Marine 0il Factory —
and the area on the right of the Red Hill Road
on top of the mountain back to the Waterworks.
All the rest of Simon’s Town and Cleneairn, in-
cluding the whole business area of the Main Road
iz advertised ‘White'. Quite apart from any
humanitarian aspects, if all the non-White trad-
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ers were removed there would be no fresh fish,
fruit or vegetables, no naval tailors, and no cob-
blers left in the town, To assist the affected
traders large notices were put up in their shops
reading “Under proposed Group Areas this busi-
ness will be forced to close down — help us to
continue serving you." Many signatures for the
petition were gathered as a result, but owing to
the terrific Christmas rush some traders mislaid
their petition forms and so signatures were lost,
Of course, some customers said theye were too
busy to read a long doecument, but those who did
signed willingly. There was a most heartening
regponze from White residents and if more time
could have been given to house-to-house petition-
ing we should probably have doubled, at least,
the number of signatories for the town petition.
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dents’ Association spent the first weeks of Decem-
ber drafting a Memorandum summarized in the
following points:—

@ That some of the 150 families who would have
to move had been in their homes for nearly 1M}
VEATS,

@ That properties valued at over REZ00,000
would be affected and there would be no possibil-
ity of replacing the homes for that amount —
there would be no suitable alternative accommo-
dation.

@ That many stood to lose their livelihood or to
suffer loss of business and efficiency of their em-
ployees and that the difficulties of re-integration
in commerce must be borne in mind.

Sadly different response

The Black Sash was asked to take round a simi-
lar petition to that of 1961, again asking residents
to sign that they wished the area left as it was.
However, the response of the residents in January
1965 was sadly different from what it had been
four years earlier,

One White resident had already taken round
a petition asking that the non-Whites be moved,
and many had signed this thinking that the only
alternative to =uch & proposal was that they
would have to move themselves, which, of counrse,
they did not want to do. When the point was put
to them that the area eould remain as it was, the
poison of doubt had already influenced their
reactions.

Many Whites were convineed that the petty
thieving that had increaszed in the area was the
work of the oceupants of the shacks (some of
which had been demolished), and they felt that
the non-Whites in the area should have con-
trolled these unruly elements. However, there
was never any proof to support this assertion.
Although the canvassers pleaded that unruly ele-
ments in any eommunity were a matter for the
police, or maybe social welfare workers, but not
for Group Areas authorities, these White resi-
dents seemed guite content that about 150 res-
pectable middle-class non-White families should
be moved in order to place the suspected pilfer-
ers out of reach of their homes, and out of sight.

Many sympathetic Whites

Many residents were sympathetic but feared
for the value of their properties. One said, “The
non-wWhites never worry you — you don’'t know
that they are there.” Another regarded the
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whole petition as absurd, as she said she knew
the area would never be proclaimed for non-
Whites. One man said he was a member of the
Nationalist Party, and “believed in Apartheid”,
but he didn’t want the Coloured people down the
road to be moved.

The Black River Ratepayers’ and Residents”
Association briefed counse] to present their case
at the hearing on January 13th, and one member
of the Committee gave evidence on behalf of the
residents,

Objections to proposals

He pointed out that the Group Areas Act states
that suitable alternative accommodation should
be provided, while in fact there iz no such suit-
able alternative accommodation for these people.

All possible developed areas are too far away
from their work : for example, one man at present
teaches in a school five minutes’ walk from home,
and his wife, who is a doetor, spends the morning
hours at a clinie 10 minutes from her home, and
also runs her home and looks after her two young
children.

In other developed areas, the prices of plots
are beyvond their means, owing to the sharp rise
in land values caused by the implementation of
the Group Areas Aect. The price of one plot
increased from REB50 to R1,000 within 24 hours.
Some plots are for sale only on condition that the
buyer engages the seller to build for him,

In undeveloped areas they would have the
ineonvenience of being unwilling pioneers in re-
gard to roads, telephones, distanees from schools,
ete., vet because of their income they de not
qualify for economic Counecil housing schemes on
the 30-year Home Ownership basis.

Hard-working and peace-loving

He stressed that if the Board decided that
these non-Whites must go, it could be for no
crime: all they wanted was to be hard-working,
peace-loving dwellers in the homes they loved.

Mrs. Stott represented the Black Sash at the
hearing, and replied to all the arguments put
forward by the Whites as to why the non-Whites
should go. She also accompanied the members
of the Board on their tour of inspection of the
Area,

And =0 the non-Whitez of Fraserdale await
with fear a decision that will vitally affect their
future. The fears and greeds that have been
unleashed in Black River by the introduction of
this wicked legislation will leave us all the losers.

Die Swart Serp, Maart/April, 1965



Kommetje, Noordhoek and Soetwater

by NORAH HENSHILWOOD

TH]S AREA lies to the South of Chapman's Peak on the Atlantie side of the Cape Peninsula.

In the 18th Century two farms, one at Noordhoek, the other at Kommetje, were granted by
Governor Baron van Imhoff, to Christina Russouw, the widow of a prominent official in his
service., [t was quite usual in those days for two farms to be owned by one person, one for a

dwelling and the other for cultivation.

It would appear that Noordhoek, where the soil is good,
was cultivated and “Imhoff's Gift” at Kommetje was the residence.

The descendants of the

slaves who worked on the farm now live in the little village of Noordhoek. This area is one of
those suggested for either White or Coloured occupation.

The Divisional Council is in the process of con-
structing a new village for Noordhoek to replace
the present one which adjoins the main road.
Already more than R16,500 has been spent on
this development and further plans are being
held up until the Group Areas Board has reached
a decision. The new village will give easier
acecess to the safe portions of Noordhoek Beach
which would then be reserved for the use of non-
White people,

Kommetje, the hamlet on the coast a mile from
the “Imhoff's Gift" farm, has always been lived
in by White people though non.-White fishermen
use the beaches and a vey few families are ten-
ants on White-owned land. The zoning of Kom-
metje for White people would not cause any par-
ticular hardship. The area south of the Slang-
kop Lighthouse, where a “no man’s land” of
dunes and beach has in recent years been devel-
oped asz a non-White seaside resort, known as
Soetwater, was placed by the State at the dis-
posal of the Divisional Council. To date the
Council has spent E29,400 on providing ameni-
ties, which include two tidal pools, two kiosks
and three ablution blocks.

Most developed non-White area on
Aflantic coast

A portion of this land has been fenced off and
is under the control of the Cape Town Rotary
Club who have spent money on providing a ree-
reation hall, dormitories and covered fire places
for cooking. Speecial permits are required for
entrance to this area.

Should this resort now under disecussion be
taken from the Coloured people, it will be an
everlasting testimony to the greed and selfishness
of the White race, as this iz the most developed
of any of the non-White areas on the Atlantic
coast, and is the only existing site for overnight
camping, Its popularity iz proved by the great
numbers of visitors who pour in from many
country districts as well as from the Peninsula,
Objections have been raised by the White resi-
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dents of Kommetje that hordes of unruly Colour-
ed people pass up and down the Lighthouse Road
which gives access to Soetwater. (The Divisional
Council have already promised to construct a
new aceess road which, when completed, should
remove this objection.)

On 6th January at the Annual General Meet-
ing of the Kommetje Ratepayers Association a
vote was taken on whether the authorities should
be asked to declare Soetwater a White area. The
voting was done by a show of hands with no real
check on those entitled to vote. As very many
residents were not present at the meeting it was
not possible to give a true reflection of the
opinions of the ratepapers. Those present voted
overwhelmingly in favour of Soetwater being
declared “White’*; only 19 voted to keep matters
as they are at present,

Written objections to the scheme had to be sent
in before the 29th January. Typed forma were
given by a member of the Black Sash to over 30
people who promised to send them in, duly signed
in quintuplicate. (In the event only 15 sent in
their forms.)

On 23rd February the Group Areas Board
Committee sat in the Library Hall at Fish Hoek
to hear the opinions of various bodies concerned
with the area, The Divisional Council represen-
tativez spoke strongly in favour of keeping
Noordhoek Village and Soetwater for non-Whites.
They were supported by the M.P.C., for non-
White Affairs, by the Rotary Club, the M.P.C.
for Simon’s Town district, (into which these
areas fall), the Black Sash (represented by Mrs.
Marguard and Mrs, Morris) and the Chairman
of the Noordhoek Ratepayers; the latter only
stipulated that the new village should be used
for local people and not for the overflow from
other areas. Only the Chairman of the Kommetje
ratepayers raised strong objections on the
grounds of noise and the possibility that Kom-
metje would eventually be cloged in by non-White
settlements on either side.
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"You court the very thing you fear"

An American Looks at S. Africa
by WILLIAM FRYE

(By courtesy of the Argus Grouwp of Mewspapersk

JPROMINENT in a city square in the attractive seaside community of Port Elizabeth is a monu-

ment dedicated with genuine sentiment to the horzes that fell in the South African War.

It shows a soldier kneeling before his horse,
holding a bucket of water for it to drink,

The inseriptions reads: *“The greatness of a
nation consists not so much in the number of its
people or the extent of its territory as in the
extent and justice of its compassion.”

I paused a long time before this memorial.
“The extent and justice of its compassion.” How
many South Africans, I wondered, can read that
inscription without at least a slight twinge of
conscience?

I know wou are sensitive tp outside erities. 1
know you feel that foreigners do not understand
vour problems — and no doubt to some extent
vou are right.

Differing views

I can only say that I have made an intensive
and conscientious effort to understand them. Re.
cently for five weeks, I sampled the whole spec-
trum of political opinion in this country — from
Chief Lutuli and Alan Paton on the left (and,
indeed, some people to the left of them) through
Mrs. Suzman to Sir De Villiers Graaff, Marais
Stevn and such Nationalists as Dr. Hilgard
Muller.

I have talked with educators, business men,
newspaper men, Africans, Indians, Coloureds,
churchmen, diplomats, military men — the lot
{as I have learned to say).

Lovely beaches

I was asked to come here by the Brookings
Institution of Washington, D.C., a respected re-
search organization, to assess for them and fov
United States opinion the wisdom and effective-
ness of American policy towards this part of the
world.

And I have been asked to set down some of my
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thoughts under the broad heading of “An Ameri-
can looks at South Africa and some of its prob-
lems.”

S0 I hope you will give me a hearing. Any
mistakes I may make will not spring from lack
of goodwill.

Port Elizabeth is blessed with mile after mile
of magnificent white beach — enough for every
man in a radius of 20 miles to swim and sun-
bathe in total comfort.

A new look

But the one beach set aside for Africans iz =o
close to the city's sewage-disposal outlets that it
has been condemned as a hazard to health, No
one may use it,

This has been the situation for something like
three months. The City Council says it recog-
nizes the need to find another, but they have not
rot around to doing anvthing about it,

So the Afrieans have to po 14 miles to have
a swim.

David Marnis Cape Times

"Floods of criticism?
my own sand."

| den't care — | carry
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David Marais

"Job Reservation? What's that?"

A small matter? Of course, in the broad scope
of things. But is it perhaps symptomatic of a
frame of mind, a need for a new look at the
extent and justice of vour compassion?

Not by colour

Many nations have built prosperity in part on
the ill-paid labour of an uneducated class.

Many people have pushed an indigenous people
off their land, as we in America did with our
Indians. Indeed, I realize that in parts of South
Africa, the White man arrived first.

These are not the prinecipal reasons why South
Africa is criticized abroad.

The principal reason is that you seem unwill-
ing to give the non-Whites hope — hope for a
truly better future, hope of sharing fully in the
better things of life, hope of joining in the gov-
ernment of the eountry when they are fully able,
hope of being judged by their capacity and char-
acter rather than by their colour,

If there iz any one idea that is sweeping the
20th century, it is that a man should be judged
by what he is and what he does, not by the pig-
mentation of his skin; that no man is by nature
an inferior being; that every man is entitled to
full free opportunity to improve his status in
life,

It is because South Africa has held out against
this great sweep of history that she 18 criticized
abroad.

Not all of this eriticism arises from misunder-
standing, nor is all of it wrong.
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Slippery sope

I know you fear the results of full political
rights for the non-White majority.

But I find it harder to understand why you are
not willing to share the franchise with the edu-
cated, the responsible, the intelligent non-Whites
with whom I have talked,

This would not be to get on a slippery slope.
It would be to get off one. That is where you are
0w,

I know that you do many compassionate things
for “our Blacks".

I have seen some of the hospitals, and the
children in them suffering from malnutrition. I
have seen the high-grade housing in some loca-
tions, and know of the fear of being “endorsed
out”,

But when a sweet lady takes me by the arm
and purrs, “Our Blacks are content”, I think of
Sharpeville and Paarl, and the %0-day detention
law, and the Bultfontein trial, and the 45.8 per
cent of Bantu families that are below the pov-
erty line.

Their discontent is not all fanned from out-
gide, as many would like to think. It is real, it
iz to a large extent indigenous, and much of it—
I hope you will not be offended—is justified.

Diiscontent is, for the time being, suppressed.
But the price of suppression is a szerious modifi-
cation of the rule of law, which endangers the
Whites as much as it does the non-Whites,

Mot too late

The price is also an atmosphere of suspicion
in which *liberalism” and, of all things, “hum-
anitarianism”, ean become derogatory terms.

Is this really where Scuth Africans want this
beautiful country to go? 1 cannot believe this is
really your free choice.

I think you have decided on this course be-
cause you are afrald, and believe there is no
alternative,

For what it is worth, I am persuaded that there
iz an alternative, It iz not too late.

The alternative is to demonstrate the extent
and justice of your compassion,

And real compasgion consists of treating a man
as an individual child of God — free to take the
job for which he is qualified, free to live where
he chooses, free to join fully in a shared soclety.

There are many in the outgide world ready and
eager to extend a hand of genuine co-operation
in such a venture if you in South Africa want
such help.
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WINSTON CHURCHILL

by SIR ROBERT MENZIES,
Prime Minister of Australia
(speaking from the Crypt of 5t. Paul’s Cathedral afrer the funeral service of Sir Winston Churchill)

AS THIS HISTORIC PROCESSION goes
through the streets of London to Tower

Pier, I have the honour of speaking to you
from the Crypt of St. Paul’s Cathedral.

I do this in two eapacities, One is that I,
Prime Minister of Australia, happen to be in point
of time, the senior Commonwealth Prime Minis-
ter, and therefore speak on behalf of a remark-
able world organization which owes more than
it can ever express to our departed leader, Sir
Winston Churchill, He is one of the famous
men whom we thank and praise.

"| knew him and was his friend"

My second capacity is more personal and more
intimate. I am sure that you, most of you, have
thought about Sir Winston Churchill a great
deal and with warmth in your hearts and your
recollections., Some day, some year, there will be
old men and women whose pride it will be to say,
“T lived in Churchill’s time.,” Some will be able
to say, “I saw him and I heard him, the unfor-
rettable voiee and the immortal words,” And
some will be able to say, “I knew him and talked
with him and was his friend.”

The great crucial moment of modern history

This I ean, with a mixture of pride and humil-
ity, say for myself. The memory of this moves
me deeply, now that he is dead; but his glories
will be remembered by me as he goes to his burial,
amid the sorrow and pride and thanks of all of
vou who stand and feel for yourselves and for
so many millions, Many of you will not need
to be reminded, but some, the younger among yvou,
the inheritors of his master strokes for freedom,
may be glad to be told that your country and
mine and all the free countries of the world
stood at the very gates of destiny in 1940 and
1941, when the Nazi tyranny threatened to en-
gulf us, and when there was no second front
except our OWIL This was the great crucial
moment of modern history. What was at stake
was not some theory of government, but the
whole and personal freedom of men and women
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and children, and the battle for them was a battle
against great odds. That battle had to be won,
not only in the air, on the sea and in the field;
but in the hearts and minds of ordinary people
with a deep capacity for heroism. It was then
that Winston Churchill was called by Almighty
God, as our faith makes us believe, to stand as
our leader and our inspirer. There were, in
1940, defeatists who felt that prudence required
submission on such terms as might be had., There
were others who, while not accepting the inevit-
ability of defeat, thought that victory was im-
possible. Winston Churehill scorned to fall into
either eategory. And he was right, With cour.
age and matchless eloquence and human under-
standing he inspired us and led us to victory.

The very spirit of human freedom

In the whole of recorded modern history this
was, I believe, the one oeccazion when one man
with one soaring imagination, with one fire burn-
ing in him and with one unrivalled eapacity for
conveying it to others, won crucial victory mnot
only for the Forces (for there were many heroes
in those days), but for the very spirit of human
freedom. And so on this day, we thank him and
wa thank God for him.

He lit the lamps of hope

There are two other things 1 want to say to
vou guite quickly on a day which neither you nor
I will ever willingly forget. One is that Win-
ston Churchill was not an institution, but a2 man,
a man of wit and chuekling humour, and pene-
trating understanding. Not a man who spoke
to us from the mountain tops, but one who ex-
pressed the simple and enduring feelings of
ordinary men and women. It was because he
was a great Englishman that he was able to
speak to the English people. It was because he
was a great Commonwealth Statesman, that he
was able to warm hearts and inspire courage
right around the seven seas, It was because he
was a great human being that in our darkest
days he lit the lamps of hope at many firesides
and released so many from the chains of despair,
There has been nobody like him in our lifetime.
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We must and do thank God for him and strive
to be worthy of his example.

Rich remembrance

And the second thing that I will never forget
is thiz: Winston Churchill’s wife is with us here
in London, a great and gracious lady in her own
right. Could I, today, send her your love and
mine? She has suffered an irreparable personal
lsos, but she has proud and enduring memories,
happy memories, I venture to szay. We share
her sorrow, but I know that she would wish us to
share with her those rich remembrances which
the thought of the great man evokes, There have
been, in the course of recorded history, some men
of fire who have cast shadows across the world.

Winston Churchill, on the contrary, was a foun-
tain of light and of hope,

Now, as I end my talk to you from the Crypt
of St. Pauls's, with its reminders of Nelson and
Wellington, those marvellous defenders of long
ago, the body of Winston Churchill goes in pro-
cession through the streets of London, his London,
our London, this most historic city, this ancient
home of freedom, this place through which, in
the very devastation and fire of war, hizs voice
rang with courage and defiance and hope and
rugged confidence. His body will be carried on
the Thames, a river full of history., With one
neart we all feel, with one mind we all acknow-
ledge, that it will never have borne a more pre-
cipus burden, or been enriched by more splendid
memories.

Bob Conmolly
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LIBERALS AND THEIR CRITICS

by PROFESSOR G. H. L. LE MAY

“WHATEVER happened to South African liberalism?’ is a question to which I, in company
with you, would dearly love to have the answer. There are excellent political reasons why

South African nationalistz should loathe South African liberals and, that
should identify liberals or, as they prefer to say, ‘liberalists’, with ecommunists.

ing so, why they
It is an effec-

tive, although disreputable, tactic of propaganda to identify your opponent with something which
is popularly regarded as abhorrent. But that is not a sufficient explanation of why the mnation-
alists should have been as successful as they have been and why so many people who are not na-
tionalists, who should, one would have thought, have known better, and who have liberal back-
grounds themselves, should have accepted the identification. In this paper I shall try to suggest
some possible explanations, sometimes playving advocatus diaboli.

Liberal and conservative

The word ‘liberalism’ passed into general use
in the 19th Century as a shorthand expression
for the political programme and the underlying
attitude of mind of those who called themselves
liberals in politics. The natural politeal anti-
thesis of the liberal, at that time, was the con-
servative. It could be argued that these two
types, liberal and conservative, represented tae
necessary qualities required for a healthy con-
tinuing society : the instinct for preservation rep-
resented by the conservative, without which order
might disintegrate into anarchy, and the instinet
for innovation represented by the liberal, without
which the society might become fossilized, like
the Chinese before the 20th century, or decadent,
like the Spanish after the 19th century. These

rotagonists, the liberal and the conservative, it
Eaa been suggested, reprezented two natural at-
titudes of mind, the conservative that of the man
whose instinctive reaction to a proposal was:
‘Things are pretty unsatisfactory, but meddling
with them is likely to make them worse’; the
liberal mind that of him whose reaction to the
game situation was: ‘Things are }irett:,r unsatis-
factory, and we ought to be able to improve
them.'

Liberalism in Britain

Liberalism has its most spectacular successes in
Britain: indeed, British political history in the
19th century can be plausibly represented as a
dialogue betwen liberals and conservatives, ‘“We
can,’ said The Times in 1852, ‘enjoy a wise con-
servatism because we have displayed a timely
liberality’, and the label ‘liberal-conservative’
could, without paradox, be used as a meaningful
wolitical deseription. The Times had some justi-
1111:3.1:.1::11 for its complacency: Britain was the
only European major power, with the exception
of Russia, to escape revolution in the 19%th ecen-
tury: but Britain, unlike Russia, was able to
accomplish peacefully the transition from a form
of government at the beginning of the century
which was based upon aristoeratic privilege to a
form at the end which was based upon popular
parties drawing their support from a mass elec-
torate. The continuity that was maintained
throughout this procezs of fundamental change
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may be illustrated by the career of Mr. Glad-
stone, who first held governmental office in 1834
and gave it up, with conzsiderable reluctance, in
1894: at no time in_his political life was Glad-
stone, the greatest liberalist of his day, an ana-
chronism. On the continent, liberals fared less
well; they came into wviolent collision with the
established régimes in two eyveles of revolutions,
in 1880 and 1848, and in the event their mowve-
ments were either absorbed into the swelling cur-
rents of nationalism or dwindled into articulate
but ineffective pressure-groups, Among the Euro-
pean Great Powers, liberals were continuously
effective only on the mainland of the British
Isles, and they were effective there, I suggest,
largely because they operated within a general
framework of consent, which they did not seek
fundamentally to change., Where this consensus.
was lacking, as it was in Ireland, liberals were
not particularly suecessful,

Two other things may be said by way of intro-
duction, The Liberal Party in Britain declined
in fortune when liberals, as advocates of change,
were challeneged by a Labour Party which de-
manded much more extensive changes, which
was animated by an ideclogy, and which drew
its support largely from a particular class which,
by definition, formed a majority of the popula-

tion. Second, liberals did not succeed to any not-
able extent in implanting their political beliefs
in the British possessions beyond the seas. The

expansion of empire and the spread of liberalism
did not go easily together.

Liberalism and communism: the differences

With regard to the absurd contention that
liberalism and communism are essentially alike,
it will be enough, I think, to remark that liberal-
ism is an attitude of mind and communism is an
ideology dogmatically expounded and varied from
the heights of superior authority; that liberalism
is centred on the related hope of human reason
and knowledge of human iTnnrance, and com-
munism is rooted in the deadly certainty of those
who claim to know the ineluctable laws of his-
tory; that liberalism has its first regard for the
individual and attempts to widen the effective
choices which he may make, and communism has
no regard for the individual at all except as a
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unit in the mass or the eclass; that liberalism
tries to expand the woluntary and spontaneous
actions of men, and communism requires that men
should act only as they are directed by the ‘van-
guard of the prioletardat’, i.e. the leaders for the
time being of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union; that to be a liberal does not imply that
vou must abandon your code of ethics, but to be a
communist means, in Lenin’s words, that f.ruu
must regard morality as that which i3 useful to
the Communist Party.

The 20th century ideclogists

Why has liberalism not been politically more
effective in the 20th century? One answer may be
gsought in the change of the antagonists on the
political battlefield, and in the arrival of the
totalitarian, or protototalitarian, party. The
antithesis of the 19th century liberal was the
19th eentury conservative: the antithesis of the
20th century liberal is the 20th century ideologist.
The ideologies which loom in dark menace over
the times in which we live are of two main kinds:
tho=e based upon economic determinism, which
are communist, and those based upon racialism,
which are nationalist. Both have this in com-
mon, that they do not attempt to operate within
an agreed framework, Both are revolutionary
movements, in that they do not aim merely at
improving society but at transforming societ
utterly and completely, and deoing so by compel-
ling the members of society to conform to the
truth as they see it. They do not seek to com-
promise with their opponents, or even to per-
suade them: they seek to eliminate opposition
altogether. Politics becomes not a dialogue but
a monologue,

The liberal has found himself outflanked to the
left and to the right. Where the main danger to
what he believes in comes from the communist he
may find himself in unhappy alliance with the
lunatic fringe of nationalism: thus liberals in
the United gtates sometimes find it hard to es-
cape the kiss of death of the followers of Sena-
tor Joseph MeCarthy., Where the main danger
comes from the racialist, the liberal may be hard
put to it to escape from the proffered help of the
communist. The argument that ‘the enemy of
my enemy is my friend’ is one that is attractive,
for all that it is fallacious, The failure of liberal-
ism in the 20th century is in part to be explained
by the inability of neo-liberals to resolve the
contradictions involved in translating their intel-
lectual convictions into a creed sufficiently in-
telligible and attractive to compete with the ap-
peals of the ideologists. And, in making the
attempt, the neo-liberal has taken on some of the
characteristics of his opponents. Neo-liberalism
nag become more ideological in content, and it
has lost, in the becoming, some of the characteris-
tice which gave it the moral strength which it
used to enjoy.

The term ‘ideclogy’ requires some definition.
An ideology, in the sense in which I am using the
word, means a related set of beliefs which pur-
ports to explain and justify all human action —
and sometimes to prediet the future development
of society as well — by reference to a single
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mastering principle. An ideology is quite liter-
ally what its name implies — the logic of an
idea. Most ideologies have in them a fictitious
consistency, fictitious because the subject matter
is not reality but what is to become reality —
not human beings as they are but human beings
as the ideologist thinks they ought to be and as
the ideologist is certain that they must become.
You will all remember the story of the Commun-
ist orator explaining to his aundience at Hyde
Park Corner how, when comes the revolution and
the gutters of Park Lane run with the blood of
capitalists, the toiling masses will feed off caviare
and strawberries. A wvoice from the back: ‘But
I don't like strawberries.”” ‘Comes the revolu-
tion, you will like strawberries.’

Dual standards

Ideologists do not hesitate to apply dual stan-
dards to politeal action — one standard for their
own side, and another for their opponents.
Liberals, I have suggested, are in some danger
of taking on this, as well as some other character-
isties of their opponents. Some examples may
make clearer what I mean Take the problem of
human suffering. Not all suffering is prevent-
able, not all of it iz the punishment of wicked-
ness, and some of us bring it upon ourselves, If
the object is to persuade others to desist from a
course of action which efmduces suffering, one's
cause is not always h ‘iaed by oversim lifyinﬁ
every situation inte a erude moral battlefield, wit
pure victims upon one side and impure oppres-
gors upon the other. Let us examine the attitude
of some neo-liberals to juvenile delinquency, a
sufficiently neutral example. i’i’nu may be able
to find other examples nearer home.)

There are, unhappily, lots of delinquent juve-
niles. Delinquency may have a multitude of
causes; but some people have over-simplified its
genesls, and depicted it as a natura] reaction to
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an undesirable environment for w_hir.h parents are
to blame. The fact that a juvenile has become a
delinquent is thus taken to imply that he has
behind him a background of suffering, for which
somebody else is to blame. This may be true in
many cases, but it is observably not true in all
cases. But once we adopt this simplified point
of view, we may easily reach the position from

which the teen-age thug with a cosh is regarded

as a vietim and his parents as his oppressors.
{(One of the fallacious assumptions here is that
virtues are natural and vices are unnatural and
always the produet of an environment.) In this
argument there is a serious inconsistency. The
vietim — the thug with his bird and his dagga
and his knueckle-duster — is the helpless product
of his environment: he cannot help but be what
he iz, But his oppressors — his parents — are
simultaneously not the products of their environ-
ment, They are wicked; he is not, The dual
standard iz apparent; d'EtETminiSm for one of
the parties, free will for the other.

Partisan attitude to violence

Let us examine another example of liberalism
contrasted with what, for convenience, I will eall
neo-liberalism. It is one of the most important
of liberal beliefs that persuasion is better than
foree, and that violence in politics iz to be de-
plored, both on the moral ground that violence is
usually an evil and on the praectical ground that
violence ususlly produces more difficulties than
it removes, There is a tendency among some neo-
liberals to regard violence from a more partisan
standpoint, and to judge it not objectively but
mrging to who is using it. Vioclence by those
who are regarded as being on ‘our’ side may be
excused, or regarded with tolerant regret; wvio-
lence by those on the ‘other’ side, even in defence
of a manifest threat to the public peace, is to
be deplored. Some neo-liberals were more toler-
ant of wiolence by Dr. Banda than of counter-
violence by Sir Roy Welensky, more tolerant of
Castro than of Batista, more tolerant (to go back
twenty yvears) of violence by Mao Tee-Tung than
of violence by Chiang Kai-Shek, It would have
been revealing, if it were possible, to have mea-
sured and compared the index of horror at the
shooting of Kennedy and the shooting of Ver-
woerd. I think I know what the result would
have been: yet hoth actions were essentially of
the same kind and shﬂuld,c'gf an objective stan-
dard of judgement, have led forth the same
kind of reaction.

What this meansg iz that the eriterion of judge-
ment has shifted from the act itself to the agent
who performs it. This is the criterion of to-
talitarian morality.

There is, outside Dublin, a roadside monu-
ment to a l6-year-old boy who was killed dur-
ing the troubles of the rebellion. The guide's
deseription of it, so far as I can reme it,
went thus: ‘0 ’twas shocking. The poor inno-
cent lad lay behind the wall, and when the Black
and Tans came in their lo he shot the driver
and he shot the captain. But there were soldiers
in the back, and before the poor lad conld throw
higz grenade they had foully murdered him. O,
ITeland will never forget.

The Black Sash, March/April, 1985

An example of this kind of reasoning — I do
not know who is the author — arrived in the
ost a few days ago, in Foeus "6} for December.

he article in question was concerned with the
execution of the three Africans who were con-
vieted of killing a man who was to have given
evidence in certain sabotage trials, Foeug says
this, :

“The three men who killed an informer were
Africans who were allowed no voice in the gov-
ernment of their country and to whom avenues
of legal protest against this situation had, one
after another, been closed. Whatever one's
views of the cause which they espoused, like
members of the French Resistance, working
underground, they acted on the principle that
in such circumstances traitors to that cause
snould not be allowed to remain alive”.

Here, the dual standard is equally apparent.
The analogy used az a mitigating circumstance is
that drawn from a state of war. But the essence
of a state of war is that you have the right to
kill your enemy and he has the right to gill you.
You cannot claim the rights of warfare for one
side and deny it to another, Nor can you claim
the right to kill, on the ground that you are at
war, and the right not to be killed, on the simul-
taneuos ground that there is a state of peace, or
even on the ground that you were justified hy
vOur conscience.

There are two other problems to which liberals
once knew, erudely but effectively, a provisional
answer, but which neo-liberals have found diffi-
culty in resolving. There are two famous para-
doxes in political philosophy — the paradox of
freedom and the paradox of tolerance. Both are
as old, or older, than Plato: both are as relevant
to the present day as the dilemma of Antigone.

The paradox of freedom

The paradox of freedom is this: it may be im-
possible for freedom to exist without a certain
amount of non-freedom. If I am perfectly free,
I am free to kill you if I want to. But at the
same time you are equally free to kill me; and
where then is the freedom of either of us if
each of us must lock himself up to protect him-
self from the other? In a subtler, and more politi-
cal context, Plato raises this question in The
Republic: what if it is the will of free people
that they should not rule themselves but be ruled
by a tyrant instead? What if they should choose
to use their freedom to throw their freedom
away? The free man, Plato suggests, may exer-
cise his absolute freedom, first by éef:,*ing the
laws and ultimately by defying freedom itself
i-ll.:l_l.'l clamouring for a tyrant. ﬁarl Popper says

is:

“Thizs is not just a far-fetched possibility: it
has hap a number of times; and every
time it has happened, it has put in a hopeless
intellectual position all those demoerats who
adopt, as the ultimate basis of their political
creed, the ﬂﬂn{:iﬁle of majority rule (that is to
say, that the will of the majority must always
be right) or a similar prineciple of sovereignty.
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On the one hand, the principle they have adopt-
ed (that the majority is always right) demands
from them that they should oppose anything
but majority rule, and hence the new tyrant;
on the other hand, the same principle demands
from them that they should accept any deci-
sion reached by the majority, and thus the rule
of the new tyrant”.

This is the ambivalent position in which some
neo-liberals have found themselves with regard
to Ghana, where precisely that has han&nEd.
Such a dilemma is probably unavoidable once
liberals attempt to compete, on the same ground,
with the mass ideological parties. It is practic-
ally impossible for a liberal party to gain any
support of any numerical weight if it does not
adopt the principle of universal suffrage; and if
it does adopt the principle of universal suffrage,
of one-man-one-vote, it adopts by implication the
view that the majority is right. It is an observ-
able fact that universal franchise has almost al-
ways worked in directions which liberals deplore.
It is difficult to square with the rest of the liber-
al's creed the dogma that the majority is always
right. If the majority Fri;mi le alone is to be
regarded, how can one logically object to what
was done by Hitler, who unquestionably had the
majority of the German people behind him?

The paradox of tolerance

The paradox of tolerance is of the same nature.
Unlimited tolerance leads to the disappearance
of tolerance, If we extend unlimited tolerance
to those who are intolerant, if we are not pre-
pared to defend a tolerant society against the
attack of the intolerant, then it is likely that the
tolerant will be destroyed and tolerance with
them, The problem may be put in another way:
is a democratic state necessarily required to ex-
tend the protection of its laws to those whose
object is to overthrow that state and replace it
with a state which is not demoeratic? Some neo-
liberals have found great diffienlty with this

roblem: their predecessors, less concerned with
ogical consistency, had little difficulty. The reply
of common-sense would run something like this
(here again I follow Popper). It would be very
silly inge«ed to prohibit every intolerable state-
ment, or even to prohibit the systematic utterance
of intolerant philosophies, provided tthat thyy re-
main upon the level of persuasion in action.

“But we should claim to the right to suppress
them if necessary even by force; for it may
easily turn out that they are not prepared to
meet us on the level of rational argument, but
begin by denouncing all argument; they may
forbid their followers to listen to rational argu-
ment (because it may lead them astrai;. but
teach them to answer arguments by the use
of their fists or pistols. We should therefore
e¢laim, in the name of tolerance, the right not
to tolerate the intolerant. We should claim
that any movement preaching intolerance
places itself outside the law, and we should
consider ineitement to intolerance and perse-
cution as eriminal, in the same way as we
gshould consider incitement to murder, or to
kidnapping, or to the revival of the slave trade,
as criminal®™,
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When I was talking about the paradox of free-
dom I touched on the perfectly reasonable argu-
ment that a party which did not advocate uni-
versal suffrage would attract no support. I have
heard South African liberals reply that, if their
party did not advocate one-man-one-vote, the
Africans would not support them. That is a
perfectly good empirical answer, on one level, to
an empirical question. But there is another im-
plied question in the nature of the answer, Does
this not mean that support is looked for, not
from individuals but from a group; that the
communist standpoint is approached if Africans
are regarded as a class — as toiling and oppress-
ed masses — and the nationalist standpoint iz
approached if they are regarded as a racial
entity?

To recapitulate, it seems that there is some
danger that South African liberals are moving a
long distance from what would have been recog-
nized as liberalism by any of the great philoso-
phers or men of affairs whose names are asso-
ciated with that set of beliefs, The danger lies
in two characteristics: in a certainty of judge-
ment, and in a singleness of mind. e one pro-
duces a dogma in the place of persuasion, the
other leads to a concentration upon only one
problem and, it may sometimes be felt, only one
set of people,

The problem of the dubious ally

There are three other points of difficulty that
I must mention. The first iz the problem of the
dubious ally. 1 think it was Churchill who re-
marked, on the entry of Russia into the war in
1941, that if you are attacked by a bandit with a
club, and someone comes to your assistance, you
do not stop to ask him the ecolour of his shirt.
In political warfare, help always seems encourag-
ing. I do not think that there is any truth at all
in the contention that communists and liberals
have common principles, but I can vispalize many
situations in which it would he a communist in-
terest to pretend that this was so. There is

Duvid Marais Cape Times

"Let's not have any of this nonsense about

One Man, One Boat."
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now enough in print in English to make it pos-
sible for any person who is interested in the
subject to make a study in the depth of the
theories and tactics of contemporary communism.
Two things should be remembered here: com-
munists have always regarded parties of the left
— liberal parties and democratic socialist parties
— as more formidable enemies than parties of the
right, precisely becauze they offer an alternative
to communism to the working classes and those
on the fringes of the working classes. The infil-
tration of such parties, with a view to their cap-
ture or destruection, is a well-known ecommunist
tactic. The second is to remember that the idea
of the ‘united front’ is another well-known tactic.
Both have been successful where the parties or
organizations infiltrated, or drawn into a united
movement, have been naively unaware of what is
happening to them. A detailed knowledge of
communism is, I suggest, a prerequisite to the
suecessful leadership of any liberal organization.

Claims to perfectionism

Two things have, more than anything ﬁse in
my opinion, bedevilled South African polities —
the argument of the irreconcilable alternative and
the logic of the ultimate consequence, These are
particularly evident in the ideology of national-

ism, “The alternative to apartheid iz integra-
tion"”. “Either you must be black or you must
be white”, “If wvou

ive equal opportunities to
black men then the E_J.tul‘e of white eivilization
will be in danger”. One of the terrors of an
ideology iz that it really does believe in perfee-
tionism: that is one of the things which make
it into a ghastly unreality. It would be a pity to
see any more claims to perfectionism made in
South Afriea, or the emergence of any more
ereeds which eclaimed to have final solutions to
any problem. Liberalism, as it was understood,
was a zet of beliefs which dealt with men as they
are, and not as they might beecome in Heaven.
One of its strengths was its realization, as Ber
trand de Jouvenel has put it, that “What charae-
terizes a political problem is that no answer will
fit the terms of the problem as stated. A politi-
cal problem therefore is not solved, it may he
settled, which iz a different thing altogether. By
settlement, we here mean ani,: decigsion arrived
at, by whatever means, on the question which
gave rise to the political problem’. In other
words, a political problem is not analagous to a
problem in chess — ‘white to move and mate in
two moves', es, by definition, have solu-
tions: problems rna.g inave them or not. One ex-
ample of the insoluble problem may be found in
the horrible question which the British had to
face when they held the mandate over Palestine,
which could be stated thus: ‘Find an arrange-
ment whereby all of Palestine ghall form an Arab
national State as required by the Arabs, and
whereby at least a lmﬁe Spart. of Palestine shall
form an Israeli nation tate as reqguired by the
Jews', It is clear that a problem posed in those
terms admits of no solution whatsoever, Many
South African problems are of the same nature:
they are strictly speaking insoluble, and those who
claim that they have the secret are deluding
themselves and others.
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Most of us will remember, in committees and
the like on which we have served, the feelings of
frustration, amounting to fury, when an honour-
able compromise which would give to all parties
something of what they have claimed, but would
satisfy in full the demands of no one, has been
wrecked by the intransigence of some perfec-
tionists, whose attitude was: ‘If 1 cannot have
all that I want, I will have nothing. My con-
science does not permit me to compromise’. And
the result is that, for the moment, nobody gets
anything,

Honourable compromise

What I am suggesting is that liberalism should
return to the liberal tradition, have regard to
the fact that perfection is not possible, take more
account of individuals and less of problems, and
have some regard to such questions as how much
one ig prepared to give up for the sake of living
together, In fact, I would suggest a return to
the prineciples set out by John Morley, whose
book On Compromise, published towards the end
of last century, is one of the landmarks in poli-
tical thinking. Honourable compromise is one of the
first arts of politics: the alternative is the elimination of
enemies, or a state of perpetual undeclared civil war.
It may be c¢laimed that what I am advocating is
toenadering. I am doing nothng of the kind.
Toenadering is something of a dirty word in
South African polities, and with good reason. It
has usually meant a bargain in which one side
has given up some of its essential beliefs for the
gsake !:rf office, while the other side has given up
practically nothing., By honourable compromise
I do not mean absorption. But it is worth while
asking from time to time, as Thiers did, ‘What
is it that divides us least, and can we not make
a start at least on agreeing about that?

All government, indeed every human bene-
fit and enjoyment, every wvirtue, and every

prudent aet, iz founded on compromise and
barter.

EopMUND BURKE.

We ean never be surc that the opinion we
are endeavouring to stifle is a false opinion;
and even if we were sure, stifling it would be
an evil still.

JOHN STUART MILL.
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The Problem of the Goloured 'Immigrants
in Britain
by DR. ROBERT BIRLEY

THE PROBLEM of the pressure in Britain of a considerable number of coloured immigrants
is one which is at the moment attracting a good deal of attention in that country and, in

fact, in other parts of the world, including, not surprisingly, South Afriea.

For reasons which I shall try to explain, it is
not at all easy to discover the facts about the
problem, and it is even more difficult to assess the
reactions of the British people towards these
immigrants, or those of the immigrants towards
the people among whom they have come to live,
Almost every statement made to me in casual
conversation about the coloured immigrants dur-
img my recent wvisit to Britain was countered
directly by a statement on another occasion to
the exactly opposite effect. One is told, for inst-
ance, that they tend to erowd together in eertain
districts or certain streets, often referred to as
ghettoes; and then, shortly after, that it is re-
markable how seldom they do so. Fortunately,
however, there are a few people who have made
objective studies of the problem. 1 was very
fortunate in being able not only to read what
they have written, but to talk with some of them.

Exaggerated stories

I wasg able also to stay with the Rector of a
large parish in Birmingham which has an unusual
concentration of these immigrants, and to meet
them and hear their point view. Here again
the variety of experiences was bewildering. In
contrast to the stories one heard of racial dis-
crimination, one young Jamaican, who had been
in England for ten wvears, told me that he had
only experienced it once. But it would be quite
as wrong to regard his experience as typical as
it would be to believe that the coloured immig-
rants are always discriminated against. One
hears constant stories of discrimination in the
labour market against West Indians on account
of the colour of their skins, Often when these
are investigated it turns out to be that they were
rejected for a job because they were manifestly
unsuited for it. Exaggeration, in fact, works
both ways, and I suppose this is only to be ex-
pected. One hears exaggerated stories of the
difficulties caused by the immigrants and of the
difficulties under which they live.

Perhaps I might add that I am very doubtful
about the wisdom of legislation against raeial
discrimination, which it 18 the intention of the
(Government to pass. I believe it may have exact-
ly the opposite effect to that intended by making
martyrs of people who are not deserving of that
honour, 1t is the kind of legislation which it is
very difficult to enforee, '

It is a_great mistake to think that discrimina-
tion against coloured immigrants in Britain is
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necessarily due simply to the fact that they are
coloured. Prejudice against them is often merely
an aspect of the prejudice against all immigrants.
The shadow of the great slump of the 19303 still
hangs over Britain, and the British worker has
not yet lost his fear of unemployment.

I rather think that the most important lesson
to be learnt from the quite extraordinary exag-
gerations which come into ordinary people's
statements about the coloured immigrants is the
fact that the subject is one which is emotionally
very highly charged. Thus a worker guestioned
in Islington, a distriet in London with an un-
usually high proportion of coloured immigrants,
sald of them, “I think they get jobs as easy as a
finger snap; for us we are thousands out of
work. They should give the white people first
chance™. At that time there was, in faet, hardly
any unemployment in Islington at all.

Proportion of coloured immigrants
in Britain

It is difficult to tell exactly the number of
coloured immigrants in Britain., Until the Com-
monwealth Immigration Act came into foree on
1st July, 1962, no records were kept of those
entering the r_'nunt'ujl{ from Commonwealth coun-
tries, and their children when born in Britain
are not separately registered. It is impossible to
say how many will remain in the country. The
figures include students, of whom there are rather
more than 60,000, and the verir great majority
of these will return to their own lands. An investi-
ﬁa“m.‘ made recently by the Institute of Race

elations in London gives the number as 820,000,
made up of 430,000 West Indians, 165,000 Indians,
100,00 Pakistanis and 125,000 others, mostly West
Africans and Chinege from Hong Kong. Of
these some 170,000 are children born in ILlgrii::a.in.
the great majority being West Indians.

This means that the proportion of coloured im-
migrants in the United Kingdom is about 1.6 per
cent. It may help to give this figure some mean-
ing if I give some comparative figures from other

countries. The proportion, of course, iz far less
than that of the Negroes in the United States,
which amounts to 10.5 per cent. It is only a

quarter that of Maoris in New Zealand, 6.2 per
cent; rather less than that of “non-whites” in
Canada (Asians, Red Indians and Esquimaux);
half as much again as the proportion of Abori-
gines, Asians and half-castes in Australia. Or
to look at the matter in reverse, as it were, the
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proportion of coloured immigrants in Great Britain
is a good deal lower than that of Eurepeans in
Southern Rhodesia (which is 5.4 per cent), rather
less than in Zambia, 2.1 per cent, but nearly
three times as much as in Kenya. Finally, to
make one more eomparison, the proportion, 1.6
per cent, is just over half that of the Asians in
the Republiec of South Africa.

This does not give a complete picture, how-
ever. The coloured immigrants in Britain are,
naturally, not scattered equally all over the coun-
try. Nearly half of them are to found in about
25 towns, In some of these the proportion 1s
considerably above the average for the country,
Birmingham having 6.3 per cent, Bradford 5 per
cent and Nottingham 4 per cent. In the same
way they will be found in very different densities
in different parts of London: the Borough of
Kensington which includes Notting Hill, 5.8 per
cent, Hackney, 5.5 per cent and Willesden 5.3 per
cent. The most remarkable concentration i1s that
to be found in Southall, a growing industrial
town about twelve miles west of London, where
the proportion is 12.3 per cent, mostly made up
of Sikhs,

Cause of immigration

The main cause of this immigration is guite
clear. It is that with an expanding economy
Britain has needed more workers. Exactly the
zsame phenomenon is to be found in other coun-
tries of Western FEurope. The proportion of
foreign workers is highest in Switzerland, where
it is about 12 per cent, nearly all Italians, it is
higher in France, with 2.2 per cent, than in Bri-
tain, and about the same in Sweden and West Ger-
many. These are mostly Italians and Spaniards,
though West Germany, for instance, has about
90,000 Turks. What is unusual in Britain is the
high proportion of coloured immigrants, though
one should not forget the others, such as the
Italians in Bedford, amounting to about 10 per
cent of the population there, or the Cypriots who
easily outnumber the coloured immigrants in some

arts of London where both are found. It is

ficult to see what would happen in Britain if
these immigrant workers were removed. It would
be impossible to run the London Transport sys-
tem or the Hospitals, the woollen industry in
Bradford and the brickyvards of Bedfordshire
without them. The wvery faect that such a low
proportion of the immigrants are unemployed,
and that there iz a low overall unemployment
figure in Britain, is proof that they are needed.
What is new, though not wholly unprecedented,
is the fact that they have come from so far off.

This is due in part to the appearance of air
transport, though by mno means wholly so, as
most West Indians have come by sea. Fundamen-
tally it is a visible sign of the fact that for vari-
ous reasons, of which improved transport is the
most important, the world has shrunk. Wh
for example, do West Indians come to England?
A lecturer at Leeds University, whose work on
the immigrants in Yorkshire has been outstand-
ing, told me that he believed that the migration
started as one of the results of the war. A good
many West Indians served as members of the
ground staff in the Royal Air Force and came to
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England, Some stayed after the war; of these
some sent for their wives and families, others
wrote to friends suggesting that they should
join them. The classie causes of migration were
at work: under-employment in one country and
the need for labour in another with a developing
economy,

The total population of the British West Indies
is about 3,5[1{!,][:{[!{), A migration of some 450,000}
is, therefore, a social movement on a very large
scale, The position is quite different when one
turns to India and Pakistan, where out of popu-
lations of about 440,000,000 and 94,000,000 the
immigrants in Britain are 165,000 and 100,000,
From the point of view of these countries the
movement i3 imperceptible. Looking to the fu-
ture, this seems to me a factor of great import-
ance. It is not likely that immigration from the
West Indies will continue at anything like the
same rate as between 1952 and 1962, quite apart
from anv curtailment due to the coming into force
of the Commonwealth Immigration Act. There
are already signs that it is declining. But, in
spite of the greater difficulties of transport, one
may well feel, bearing in mind the tremendous
early inerease of population in Indian and Pa-
iistan and the poverty of so many of the people
that an unche-:Ea:l migration from them might
swell to something very large indeed. Looked
at from the point of view of the home country
the lozs of a million people to India would be tha
?qgi‘vﬂlﬂnt of one of only 8,000 from the West
ndies.

But, if the main cause of this migration to
Great Britain is the normal one, affecting many
countries besides Britain, of a labour shortage in
one country and a lack of employment in the
other, the situation is made quite different from
that of other countries by the fact that it is the
centre of a Commonwealth, In thizs Common.
wealth about 53,700,000 are in the United King-
dom, and approximately 18,000,000 in Canada,
11,000,000 in Australia and 2,600,000 in New Zea-
land, making 85,300,000 in the predominantly
“white” ecountries. But there are rather over
350,000,000 in Asia, about 90,000,000 in Afrieca,
2,600,000 in Oceanea, and 700,000 in Central and
South America, About one-ninth of the popula-
tion of the Commonwealth iz to be found in the
%r‘udnminanﬂy “white” countries, like the United

ingdom, Canada, Australia and New Zealand,
%hmil; one-fourteenth in the United Kingdom
itself.

The force of Commonwealth sentiment

It would be a very great mistake to under-
estimate the force of Commonwealth sentiment in
Britain today. Ewv e realizes, of course, that
the Commonwealth i8 something quite different
from the Empire, But it is not only that the
Commonwealth gives Britain a position on the
world stage which it would r.erga:lnljr not have
by itself. There is a strong feeling in Britain, which
is by no means only to be found among supporters of the
Labour and Liberal Parties, that through the Common=
wealth Britain is leading the world towards a future reba-
tionship between the races, one of co-operation rather
than of hestility, on which the future of civilization may
well depend.
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It is as well to recollect this bhefore we turn to
consider two ways in which this problem of the
coloured migrants has changed in recent years.
The first was the passing of the Commonwealth
Immigrants Act, which came into force in July
1962, the first time that an Act of Parliament
has restricted Commonwealth Immigration in
British history, It should be understood that
this Aet did not put Commonwealth citizens in
the zame position as aliens. It applies to all
Commonwealth immigrants, not only those who
are coloured. It does not specifically limit the
number of migrants to a fixed annual figure.
Prospective immigrants are divided inte four
classes: first, those who have the offer of a spe-
cific job from an employer, and are let in without
guestion; second, those who have certain specific
skills to offer, such as doectors, who are also, so
far, let in freely; third, unskilled workers who
are allowed in according to the state of the la-
bour market; and the wives, prospective wives
and children of resident immigrants, whoe can
enter freely. A more recent regulation limits
the number from any one country to 25 per cent
of the total. This Aect has certainly EEad. the
effect of reduci the number. In 1962 just
under 100,000 Coloured Commonwealth i
rants entered Britain: in 1963, just over half
this number and in 1964 the same number, about
50,000,  Incidentally, I do not think that too
much should be made of the number of immig-
rants who Shﬁ thruuigh the net illegally. Com-
pared with the total number it is very small
indeed and it hardly affects the main problem.
But if it is not a serious difficulty, it is a very
tiresome one, and it is certainly right for the
f;:;;v@rnment to do what it can to stop illegal
entries.

I do not believe that there are many in Bri-
tain now who regret the passing of the Act and
it is to be noted that the Labour Party, which
opposed it, has now accepted it. The reason is
that the British people are now much more aware
than they were of some of the problems involved
in this phenomenon.

Smethwick

But, before I come to consider them, it would
be as well if I considered another recent develop-
ment, the appearance of the problem on the poli-
tical seene, To most people in Britain and in
this country this means “Smethwick”™, which is a
town of nearly 70,000 inhabitants on the South
Western edge of Brimingham. Of Smethwick,
it was well said, in a report [ read on the election
there by someone who had made a careful and
first-hand study of it, that it “was both an excep-
tion and a portent”, It was an exception because
there was practically no other evidence of the
problem of the coloured immigrants affecting the
result of the general eleetion. There were those
who pointed to Slough, no doubt because the
defeated Labour can iciate, Mr. F. Brockway
was known to be a strong opponent of any kind
of racial diserimination. But, besidez the fact
that the successful Conservative candidate was
serupulously careful not to intreduce this question
into the election, as Mr. Fenner Brockway him-
self admitted, and as I know for certain from
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information given me by p-eul:-le living in the
constituency, there was no real evidence to sup-
port the view that the colour question affected the
izsue. In 1955 the Labour majority had been
2,443 in 1959 it fell to 88. The nzervative
candidate in 1964 won by only 11 votes. Slough,
in fact, is a perfect example of an area where
the pruaperiiﬁ,; of the last decade is changing the
nature and the views of the electorate. If one
hundred people, or 0.2 per cent of those who
voted, had voted for the Labour rather than the
Conservative candidate, Mr. Brockway would not
have lost the contest. He would have doubled his
previous majority.

Cther areas

Some consideration of three areas may help
one to see what happened elsewhere. Notting-
ham has one of the highest proportions of colour-
ed immigrants in the country. In 1958 it was
one of the two areas where there were “race
riots"”, The people of the city took the matter
seriously. A Nottingham Commonwealth Citi-
zens Consultative Committee, first set up in 1954,
has received a great deal of su_p]lmrt from the
City Council in its work, especially in dealing
with the housing problems of the immigrants.
A West Indian, who is the first Coloured immig-
rant to become a Justice of the Peace, iz emplov-
€d by the City Eduocation Committee to deal with
questions relating to the edueation and vocational
training of immigrants. Before the General
Election of 1964 the Conservatives held three of
the four parliamentary seats in the Borough:
after it the position was exactly reversed and the
Labour Party held three,

Birmingham has an unusually high proportion
of Coloured immigrants, Before the Election the
Conservative Party held seven of the thirteen
seats and Labour six; after the Election Labour
held eight and the Conservatives five. Perhaps
the most remarkable case was that of Willeaden.
Willesden is one of the London Boroughs which
has the largest proportion of coloured immigrants
and the work done there by the Borough Council
and by voluntary societies to help them is gener-
ally regarded as outstanding. In fact, the Na-
tional Committee for Commonwealth Immigrants
often advises other towns to_copy the organiza-
tion In Wilelsden. The moving spirit behind it
was a Borough Councillor, Mr. Freeson. At the
General Election he succeeded in winning one of
the two Willesden Constituencies, Fast Willes-
den, for Labour from the Conservatives, And in
West Willesden the Labour majority was inereas-
ed by about 50 per cent.

A portent

But if Smethwick was an exception, it was also
a portent, For at Smethwick for the first time
there was a deliberate attempt by a political party
to turn the problem of the coloured immigrants
into a political “iszue™, not during the election
by the Conservative ecandidate, who had been
warned not to do so by the Central Office of his
party, but by his supporters. Tt was assured on
all sides in Birmingham and especially by the

ishop of Birmingham's Chaplain for the Immi-
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ants, who spends his whole time on the prob-
em, that the position in Smethwick was not a
articularly awkward one. In faect, there had
geen a general improvement in the sgituation
which had been difficult to begin with, largely
because, out of the 5,500 ccloured immigrants,
4 000 were Sikhs, who, it is generally recognized,
are the most diffienlt immigrants to assimilate.
There was no trouble between the immigrants and
the local workers in the Foundries, and in the
schools the Education Officer said that there was
“almost no problem now”. In 1956 a Common-
wealth Welfare Council for the Midlands had
been set up, on which the Borough Council of
Smethwick was represented. It is of great sig-
nificance that when the Conservatives secured
control of the Borough Council in the summer of
1963, they immediately withdrew from it. There
ean be no doubt that the Conservatives, though
not their candidate, made an issue of the prob-
lem at the Election and that this served them in
ood stead, though it should not be forgotten
that the Labour vote in Smethwick had been
steadily declining for the last fifteen years.

On the whole, I believe that the Smethwick
Election may have done more good than harm,
ag it woke people up to the fact that there s a

roblem, ere hﬂ.:ij been a general tendency to
eave itto local voluntary agencies and quite often,
on the official level, to deny that any difficulties
existed. I should like to say something of two of
these, Housing and Education, but first I should
explain that there are what one might call two
schools of thought on the problem among those
interested in it. The first would say that what
is chiefly needed is just patience. Assimilation
cannot be looked for in the first generation. They
point to what happened with the Russian and
Polish Jews who came to England in the 1880's
and 1800'z ag a result of pogroms in Russia. There
were about 100,000 of them, living largely in
London and even more concentrated in certain
areas than are the coloured immigrants of today.
Though not “eoloured” they were marked off
from the rest of the population by their ignor-
ance of the English language, their way of 1ife,
which seemed very strange to their British neigh-
bours, and above all by their religion, which
made it peculiary difficult for them to be assimi-
lated. To begin with they were all very poor.
But in course of time they began within them-
selves to stratify, some rising to different levels
of the middle-classes. As they did so the differ-
ent strata, if one might put it that way, became
detached from the main body and floated off to
different areas of the town where they lived,
according to their social status, Assimilation is
still far from complete, but they can no longer
be regarded as a soecial problem.

Positive efforts needed

The other school of thought holds — and I
must say that I agree with them — that the
factor of eolour makes the problem so much more
difficult that positive efforts are needed to deal
with it. As an example of the way in which it
can be dealt with I might mention the practice
of the Willeaden International Friendship Coun-
cil. It is sponsored by the Borough Council, and
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the secretary is an official in the Town Clerk's
Department. Whenever they hear of trouble
arising in any block of tenements occupied by
both English and coloured immigrants two per-
sons are dispatched by the Friendship Council
to sort it out, consisting of one Englishman and
one coloured immigrant. In an increasing num-
ber of towns special officers are being appointed
by local authorities or by wvoluntary organiza-
tions, which are ﬂup]inrted financially by these
authorities, to act as the immigrants” “bridge into
the community”, They can help him by explain-
ing housing or health regulations, by letting him
know what is expeeted of him in his new country
or by seeing that that the officials with whom
he is dealing understand the immigrant's diffi-
culties. As the Secretary of the Commonwealth
Immigrant Advisory Couneil has said in a recent
paper, “Segregation is brought about, not neces-
sarily by intent, but sometimes by default, If
the host community holds off and does not make
positive efforts to integrate the newcomer, he in
turn will draw back into his own group and cease
to seek social integration.”

Housing shortage

There is no doubt that Housing iz the main diffi-
culty. The situation is that in Britain there is a
need for more workers to assist an expanding
economy at the same time az there is a very
serious shortage of housing accommodation. It
iz not far wrong to say that many English towns
are making do with houses in their centres which
should have been condemned long ago, but can-
not be because there i nowhere to put those who
would he turned out. There are, I suppose, many
reasons for this, among them the faet that Eng-
land has spent about a guarter of the last half
century at war, if you include the year or =so
after the war ends, before the resumption of
building iz possible. But, when there is such a
shortage, it iz almost inevitable that newcomers
will be disliked and that stories to their diseredit
should be exaggerated. And, because, they are
poor and are newcomers, they tend to congregate
in areas where the housing is worst and over-
erowding greatest. It is often said that the entry
of coloured immigrants into a district lowers
property values. Of this there is no evidence
whatewver,

Noticeably different in appearance

Moreover, the difference in ecolour will seem
to make such stories more plausible. All immi-
orants are bound to seem different and the differ-
ences will seem more obvious. I have little doubt
that the disturbances that used to occur until
very recently year after yvear in certain parts
of Liverpool, on the anniversary of the Battle
of the RBoyne, between Protestants and the Catho-
lic Irish, were more serious than all but a ver
few disturbances caused by the presence of col-
oured i ants, but England was used to them
and the coloured immigrants are a new pheno-
MEnon.

Of these immigrants the West Indians are more
noticeably different in appearance, but they have
the advantage of speaking English and they are
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Christians, even if some of their Churches are
very strange to English people. Inability to
speak English tends to keep the Indians and
Pakistanis more apart from the people among
whom they are living, especially the Pakistanis,
and so do their religions, These two peoples
themzelves resist assimilation in a way that the
West Indians do not. Probably the most difficult
of all are the Sikhs, of whom there are some 6,000
in Southall, working in unskilled or at best semi-
skilled jobs in rubber factories there, in a large
local bakery and at London Airport, for instance
in the catering business of B.0O.A.C. Their top-
notches, their turbans and their untrimmed
beards make the men more “vigible”, as it has
been expressed, than any other Indian immig-
rants, though it is zignificant that the beards are
disappearing. Three-quarters of the Sikh men
in Southall are now eclean-shaven. The women
wear their very distinctive dress and few of them
can speak more than a very little English.

Perhaps nothing much ecan be done to assimi-
late the eoloured Iimmigrants of the first genera-
tion, though it became clear to me in Birming-
ham that hundreds, if not thousands, of West
Indians are living normal and contented lives.
The most that can be done is to make relations
between the races as easy as possible and a re-
markable number of people are engaged in trying
to do this, What of the future? or this we
must look to the schools,

But first we might consider how many of the
first generation will stay in England and how
many return. It is impossible to say. The im-
migrants often do mot know themselves., One
Jamaican woman said to me that she thought she
would go back, but her husband smiled at me as
she said so. Her little son had been at a primary
school for a year and she was loud in its praises.
Most of his friends, she said, who came round to
her house were English children. I shall be very
surprised if she does not stay in England. Inci-
dentally she spoke of one of her next door neigh-
bours in exactly the same way as English people
are liable to speak of Jamaicans. They were
noisy; they kept the noise going on all night;
they neglected to use the rubbish bin., These
neighbours were an Irish family, also migrants.

I have a very strong impression that the schools
in England are doing remarkably well in their
treatment of these children. The teachers are
often faced with very difficult problems. In some
areas the number of immigrant children is
greater than that of the English. When these
children are Indians or Pakistanis, who will know
no English, the teachers are set a well-nigh im-
possible task. In some cases the Indian or Paki-
stani children are specifically distributed in order
to ensure that they do not form a majority in any
one school. This practice is becoming more com-
mon and it is eriticized by some people as being
an unfair diserimination against the immigrants.
This seems to me unreasonable, The first need
is that these children should learn English.

Little colour prejudice

It is clear that there are difficulties in schools,
especially those with older children, between dif-
ferent racial groups, but these seem to be surpris-
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ingly little influenced by the difference of colour.
Thus in a comprehensive school in Isington, that
is one with children from eleven to eighteen, out
of 777 boys and girls questioned by a sociologist,
almost 660, or 85 per ceni, showed evidence of
prejudice against other racial groups, but onl
one child gave colour as a reason for this hostil-
ity., The answers to the questionnaire showed
that it was the Greek Cypriot children whom the
British children disliked, not the West Indians.

In a recent admirable book Mrs. Elspeth
Huxley on the Immigrants in Britain there is a
charming story told of the Sikh girls at school
in Southall. “Most Sikh girls"”, she writes, “come
first to school in trousers and shrink from the
notion of abandoning them for P.T. shorts and
vestzs. No one tries to force or even persuade
them. They stand around at first looking appall-
ed, and then wistful. Sooner or later, one by
one, unobtrusively the cord is loosed, down slide
the trousers, shorts replace them and the brown-
skinned little Indian joins in. *We measure the
rate of integration by the trousers’, a teacher
told me".

In Southall, as I have said, the difficulties have
perhaps been ater than anywhere else, cer-
tainly ater than in Smethwi In the autumn
of 1963 a Residents’ Association was formed
which put forward the only definite demand for
some kind of complete social segregation which
I know of in Britain. They wanted entirely sep-
arate schools for English and immigrant child-
ren. The Conservative Minister of Education,
Sir Edward Boyle, visited the town, met the
members of the Association and emphatically
rejected this demand. Instead it was decided to
spread the Sikh children throughout the schools
of the towns, a solution which was not very popu-
lar with some parents of schools in completely
“white" areas. However, the arrangement seems
now to be gpenerally accepted, There can be no
doubt of the effect on the Indian children. Mrs.
Huxlev notes that of five Indian girls who left a
5ecunds;1ry modern school in Southall at the end
of the previous term, one went to the British
Broadcasting Corporation as a translator, one to
a technical college to study science and mathe-
matics, one to a zecretarial course, one to become
a machinist in a factory and “only one to stay
at home and groom herself for an arra mAar-
riage to an unknown man", which had been the
inevitable destiny of all their mothers.

Assimilation

In the end, of course, the test of assimilation
will be inter-marriage, and it is as well to face
this issue. Strangely enough there has been
some previous experience of this in England. At
the end of the eighteenth century there was a con-
giderable number of negroes in England, freed
slaves after the Somersett judgment of 1772, and
“black™ servants and their children. The lowest
figure I have seen for these is 15,000, This may
not seem very many, but it must be remembered
that the population of Great Britain then was
about 10 million, or a little under a fifth of what
it is now. To make a comparison with today, the
equivalent number of negroes would be about
75,000, to 100,000, A few hundred went to Sierra
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Leone, hut the rest staved in England and have
become totally assimilated. There is not the least
trace of them to be found and, in fact, hardly any
Englishmen are aware now that they ever existed.

Naturally it is too early to say what will hap-
pen. Experience shows that assimilation through
inter-marriage takes a long time. It is seventy
or eighty years since the Jews from Poland and
Russia came to England. It is reckoned that even
now not more than a minority marry Gentiles, a
quarter to a third of the men and a tenth to a
fifth of the women. But no one now thinks that
they create a problem as a separate social group.
There can he ﬁ}ittle doubt that the same kind of
process will take place in the case of the coloured
immigrants. For some time inter-marriage will
be very rare, as it is now, Incidentally, this is
the reason why every social worker I met work-
ing among these immigrants deplored the proposal
made recently that the families of those resident
in England should in future be reckoned in the
quota allowed into the country. It is generall
apreed among them that one of the most difficult
problems in this sphere is the presence of a lar
number of yvoung men either separated from their
wives or unlikely to find young women of their
own race to marry. The =zooner they get their
families over, the better.

Exaggerated forecasts

It is not unusual to hear very exaggerated
forecasts of the number of immigrants there will
be in the ecountry in years to come, ILf 50,000
continue to enter each year, the Commonwealth
Immigrants might make up about 3.5 per cent
of the population in the year 2000, It is unlikely
however, that as many as 50,000 a year will
come: about 30,000 a year seems more probable.
There does seem to be a good case for limiting
the number of new arrivals, perhaps more dras-
tieally than is done now, if objective research
which iz now being carried out, and the views of
sympathetic workers in the field, give evidence
that some such limitation is necessary for assimil-
lation to proceed reasonably smoothly. And may
| repeat that by this | do not mean the immediate inter-
marriage of the coloured immigrants and the people
among whom they are now living. It may well be

erations hefgre this becomes at all general,
though there can be no doubt that the coloured
immigrants of the twentiteh century will even-
tually be absorbed as completely as their prede-
cessors of the eighteenth century have been.

Difficult problem to be solved

Anyone who studies the problem of the colour-
ed immigrants in Britain is bound to come across
distressing examples of prejudice, exclusiveness
and unsympathetic behaviour on the part of the
indigenous population. It would be wrong to
ignore the race riots which broke out six years
ago in Notting Hill and Nottingham, though these
turned out to be isolated instances. They had
the effect of waking many people up to the fact
that there was a difficult problem to be solved.
Any one who witnessed the rise to power of the
Nazig in Germany will be unlikely to regard the
activities of small groups displaying violent racial
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prejudices as of no significance because they rep-
resent only a “lunatic fringe”. Many feel, and
I agree with them, that a good deal more help
might be provided by the central government to-
wards those woluntary bodies who are working
among the immigrants. But I must zay that my
own experience leads me to believe that a remark-
ably large number of people in Britain are mak-
ing a genuinely constructive effort, often in small
fields, to deal with the problem. But my own
experience has been small. I should like, there-
fore, to call on that of someone who has lived
much of her life in a eountry where the situation
is exactly reversed, where it is the “whites™ who
form the small minority, not the “coloureds”. In
the book to which I have referred Mrs, Huxley
8AYS,

“Sandwiched between the nether ratepayers
and the upper policy-makers in Westminster and
Whitehall lies a whole layer of unobtrusive per-
sons, who occupy a sort of non-commissioned rank
in our social hierarchy. These are the local gov-
ernment officials and junior civil servants in the
Ministries that touch most closely on our social
living : housing managers and education officers,
public health inspectors and welfare experts,
achool teachers and probation officers, health visi-
tors, public transport managers and the like.
Faceless individuals, they get on with their jobs
and keep out of the lime-light. They have taken
the brunt of the invasion and their attitnde has,
I think, been the unacknowledged but decisive
factor in shaping our national response. Like a
cloud forming in the sky, or like a tide exerting
its invisible suction, their leadership, their pres-
sure, has been exercised and applied to one con-
sistent direction: towards helping, aceepting and
eventually assimilating the newcomers.

r said to me ‘This is a
crizis, My whole policy will collapse if we give
way'. There were tears in his eyes. The coun-
cil stood firm and the strike collapsed. This was
a rent strike among white tenants who objected
to the allocation of a house to a eoloured family
on a new housing estate. The housing manager's
policy was to ignore m‘ﬂ‘}}ﬂﬂtﬂhﬁ in his system
of priorities, any aspect of race.

“A housing mana

“Or from a factory manager: ‘To start with,
we had trouble over the canteen — immigrants
bringing their own food and =0 on. With the
eo-operation of the union and the shop stewards
we Invited the High Commission to send a man
from London to %ive a talk about their homes
and backgrounds. It went off well and after that
everything died down'"

Mrs. Huxley then gives three quotations from
three different towns. “We're trying to build up
a4 civie consciousness among the immigrants.
We've issued pamphlets in seven langunages” . . .
“We run a voluntary panel to inveaﬁ%ate causes
of friction between coloured and white neigh-
bours, we try to meet trouble before it gets even
halfway™ . . . “A petition against a coloured
family being given a council house at Hitchin in
Hertfordshnre was ignored by the Urban Dis-
trict Council on a unanimous vote.” Such inst-
ances can be cultiplied indefinitely and found in

(Continued on page 28)
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A HAVEN FOR THOSE WHO SEEK AID

by PETER HAZELHURST

1By courtesy of the Rand Daily BMaill

(LUTCHING a battered hat, the greying man knocks and opens the frosted glass door. With
the automatic servility born of life-long subservience to the White man, he shambles over to

the woman seated behind the desk and hands over a sealed letter. He waits for her reaction, for

this is his last hope of getting his son back.

The White woman, also greying and fragile,
looks up and says: “Will you take a seat, Mr.
Khumalo.”

For an instant confusion shows on the wrinkled
face, This iz the first time he has been called
“mister’ by a White.

His last contact with a White had been the
sound of the rubber stamp on his son's pass
book which left the bewildering words: “Endors-
ed out of Johannesburg.” He had been eonfident
wnen he went to the pass office.

Years before he and his wife had sent the boy
to the country for schooling. They did not want
him roaming the township streets while they
worked.

Then came the day when Thomas returned. He
was almost a man, had his matriculation ecerti-
ficate, and was ready for a “good” job in the eity.

"Endorsed out"

The old man had taken time off to have the
bn¥'s papers fixed. After all, he thought, Thomas
was born in Johannesburg,

And then the sickening thud of the “Endors-
ed wot™ stamp.

Despondent and heartbroken, the old man re-
turned to work, It was here that a White clerk,
after hearing his trouble, told him to go to the
Black Sash Free Advice Burean in the central
city.

And i1t is behind the frosted deoor of a modest
office that hundreds of Africans like Mr, Khu-
male find a few White women who are prepared
to take up their problems with kindness and re-
lentless energy.

The Free Advice Bureau system was formed
by the Black Sash in Cape Town in 1958, after
hundreds of Africans were arrested in police
“perm:t” raids.

BElack Sash women immediately started a “tem-
porary relief” organization to help the arrested
people with bail and in their defence,
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The story spread, and within weeks hundreds
of African women — still not quite sure why
they had been arrested — were queueing for help
and advice at the homes of Sash members in Cape
Town’s suburbs. At first the assistance was
there only for women,

Free advice bureaux

The movement decided then to open offices in
Cape Town to form the first free advice burean
for African women with problems under the
influx eontrol laws.

Later, when men, despondent and pleading for
help, drifted into the office, the movement lifted
the restriction on men. Twpo vears ago a simi-
lar office was started in Johannesburg — with
its largest population of urban Africans in the
country.

The Advice Bureau’s services — aud concern
— are for the thousands of Africans who are
entitled to live and work in the urban area under
present regulations, but, because of the compli-
cated and bewildering influx, group areas and
pass laws, have inadvertently forfeited their
rights by adopting incorrect procedure when ap-
proaching employers and pass officials.

The Bureau's clients are people whe have been
separated from their families; men who ask that
they may live with their wives, and people who
simply want to be able to work.

The Johannesburg office deals with about 500
cases a year. Black Sash members — now self
taught experts on the relevant laws and regula-
tions — voluntarily give free advice, earry out
investigation, plead with officials and employers
and interview people five days a week throughout
the year.

For these women, who are putting in hundreds
of hours at the bureau, sometimes at the expense
of their own social and family life, it becomes a
heartbreaking job when the law is found to be
inflexible, and that man who has placed zll his
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MRS. JEAN
SINCLAIR,
MNational
President of
the Black Sash.

hopes in them, must be told: *“I'm afraid there is
nothing more we can do. You must go.”

The “success rate” is low, Only nine out of

every hundred cases succeed.

“Nevertheless, if nine out of every hundred
families can be kept together, then the work is
worthwhile,” says Mrs, Jean Sinclair, president
of the organization.

The people who come to the Black Sash for
help invariably have one of four problems:

@ Endorsement out of an urban area where
they can earn enough to support their families,

@ They seek permission to have their children
with them,
@ The need for homes. Regulations only per-

mit peaople who qualify under influx laws and
certain conditions to obtain couneil houses.

@ Permission and clearance to be allowed to
live with wives or husbands.

“Jt is often said that these people would not
have these problems if they returned to a tribal
area, But in most cases they eannot earn enough
to keep their families, and in other cases men
who were born and bred here have no affiliation
with the rural areas to which they are sent and
are completely uprooted,” an official told me.

“Our main funetion is to see that the people —
some uneducated and naive — adopt the correct

procedure to enable the mto remain here and have
their families with them.

“The laws are so complicated that anyone who
has not made a proper study of them is confused
and does not understand exactly where or why
he might have transgressed the law or proce-
dure,” Mrs. Sinclair said.

“In most cases we have dizcovered that the
people who come to us are nmot ‘chancers’. They
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try to comply with the law, In fact, they are
confident when they approach the pass office and
officials that everything will be all right — and
then they are surprised and bewildered when
they are endorsed out.,”

Mrs. Sinclair says that in some cases people
who are entitled to remain in Johannesburg are
actually endorsed out because they have adopted
the wrong procedure when approaching their
problems.

“We can help these people particularly if they
come to us,” she said, '

“We find government and municipal officials
helpful and sympathetic on the whole — but in
most cases there is little that they can do. They
must apply the law rigidly."”

A vicious circle

Another funetion that the bureau fills is that
of an agent prepared to ‘run about’ getting offi-
cial documents for African workers — something
that White industrialists and employers are re-
luctant, or could not be bothered to do.

White employers, rushed with labour problems
and the urgency of making money, find it easier
to employ an African whose papers are in order
or a person who will give them the minimum
amount of trouble with official documents.

Men who need their prospective employers’
guarantee and time for authorized passes, are

The Crack

Bab Connolly Rand Daily Mail
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often rejected. The job is given to a man whose
papers are the nearest to being in order.

The man finds himself in a vicious circle: offi-
cials will refuse to grant a permit to work in
Johannesburg until he has a guaranteed job.
Employers refuse to guarantee a job unless they
are assured that his papers are in order.

It is here that the Advice Bureau aects as an
intermediary between employer and officials, and
gives the time, normally required of the employer,
to get the papers in order,

Another problem — which has recently in-
creaserd — is that of working African parents
who have gent their children to the country for

senooling, rather than let them roam township
streets during working hours.

Born in Johannesburg

“The children were born in Johannesburg and
naturally the parents assume that they can auto-

matically return from the country after schooling.

“This is not the case, and the people are heart-
broken when their sons are forbidden to return.
“I tremhle to think how we would feel if our
sons were cast loose in the country, Our efforts,

through correct legal procedures, are attempts to
help these people get their children back,” Mrs.

Sinclair said.
There are other problems that the bureau
accepts for investigation.

Jonathan X., a 88-year-old father, was born in
Pretoria and came to Johannesburg in 1944,

In 1948 he was employed by a large stationery
concern, He was happy and worked conscienti-
ously for the firm for 12 years. In 1960 the firm
asked him to go to Pretoria where a new branch
office was being established.

Forfeited his right

He agreed and moved to Pretoria. Six months
later the firm closed the office and at the same
time he had an accident which put him off work
for three years.

When he recovered he applied for a job in
Johannesburg, but was told that he had forfeited
his right to live here because he had worked in

Pretoria.

It was with this problem that he approached
the Advice Bureau.

After pleadings and investigations the bureau
was told that if Pretoria officials gave Mr, X per-
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mission to leave the area, and if his previous em-
player gave him a job, he could return to
Johannesburg,

The former employers have told the bureau
that there is no vacancy for Mr. X at the meo-
ment., This means that he is jobless and is on
the verge of being endorsed out of the urban
area.

- .. In walks Mrs. B , . . she is divorced with
two children and has no house . . . she does not
qualify for a house under present regulations . . .

And so the never-ending gqueue of “clients”
files past the frosted glass door every day — for
it is here that their last hope for a normal family
life lies.

COLOURED IMMIGEANTS IN BRITAIN
{Continued from page 26)

almost every borough, council and town hall.
This unsung leadership has never been more
solid, united and consistent than it has been, on
this issue, in the last few years.

0Of course there have been exeeptions. But
over the country as a whole, those in closest touch
with the ordinary E&pl& in their homes and
schools, their hbourhoods and daily work,
sickness and health — these paid officials, while
they are the servants of the public, have in this
case unobtrusively acted as its masters. They
have told it there must be no colour bar in the
allocation of housing, in schools, in hua;;:itnla, in
publie l?lm “I'm proud of my city”, said a
man who deals with immigrants in Birmingham,
“where tens of thousands have been taken in
without qrﬁy overt trouble, and with a great deal
of goodwill.”

"World society”
The twists and turns of hiatur{ are indeed
mysterious, No one in Britain at the end of the

war could have foreseen that the country would
be faced twenty years later with this particular

problem. There are mn;gi( who regard it merely
aaapieceufvex}yhadl , or very bad manage-
ment. But I believe that what is ening now

in Britain should be looked on rather as an
extremely interesting experiment, though not a
conscious or deliberate one. For it points the
way to develﬂpmenta in what one miﬂ:t call
“world society”, which will inevitably take place
in the twenty-firet and following centuries, And
the main lesson to be learnt from this experiment
is that these developments will only be accom-
plished satisfactorily and the problems they will
cause will only be solved by the exercise, not only
Ehy governments but by countless individuals, of
the social qualities of friendliness, sympathy,
imagination and tolerance.
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News from Regions and Brahches

SI}ICE the Bantu Laws Amendment Act came into force on the 1st January, 1965, the Back

Sash Advice Offices have been increasingly busy. In spite of a continning demand for la-
bour in all branches of the South African economy, there are thousands of Africans, many of
them with firm offers of employment, being “endorsed out™ to the rural areas.

In Cape Town, on the one hand labour is being
introduced in “bulk consignments” on the basis of
a contract for one wyear. On the other hand,
Africans are “endorsed out” in almost as large
numbers as they are being brougnt in.

In Johannesburg, many cases are concerned
with young men between the ages of 18 and 24,
who have been at school in the country and who
wish to return to their families, who are legal
residents of Johannesburg's African Townships.
They are often refused permission to remain in
town and are sent back to the country, where they
have no work and no home, their grandparents
having died. This causes great distress to the
parents, who worry that their sons, being denied
parental supervision and advice at this impres.
sionable age, may develop into “idle and undesir-
able” men,

It is increasingly difficult for an African woman
to enter an urban area to work or to live with
her husband. Before she can come to live with
her hushand, a wife must prove that she entered
the area lawfully and that she “ordinarily re-
sides” with her husband. As few women arve
now given permits to come to work in the towns,
it iz difficult to enter lawfully; and as the hus-
band may have spent several years working in
the town and the wife has been in the country,
it iz not considered that she “ordinarily resides”
with him.

Despite the heavy demands on time and person-
nel made by the Advice Offices, all Regions have
found time for a full programme of other activi-
ties since the National Conference.

HEADQUARTERS AND TRANSYAAL REGION

RANSVAAL Region has settled down to an-

" other year as “Headquarters”, a formidable
task in terms of time and woman-power; The
Region has been without the help of one of its
most active members, Mrs. Jeaneite Davidoff,
who had a bad aeccident early in the year. She
will be unable to walk for several months, but is
always available for consultation and advice.
Myrs., ite Dyzenhaus, the National Treasurer,
was also lost to the Region for several weeks, as
she stood as a candidate in the Provineial elec-
tions.
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We regret to report that Mrs, Barbara Brock
is leaving the Transvaal to settle with her hus-
band in the Cape. The Region will miss her more
than we can say, but we know that Cape Western
Region will in due course reap the benefit of her
wisdom and fantastic capacity for hard work.

Myrs, Bobbie Chiver has taken over the arduous
dual office of National and Regional Secretary,
in succession to Mwrs., Bobbie Johnston, who held
this exacting position for a gruelling two years.
The Region wishes to record its sincere thanks
to Mrs. Johnston for a wonderful job.

A feature of the opening months of 1965 in
this Region has been a series of three open
General Meetings, held at night and addressed
by most interesting speakers.

On February 9th, Professor . H. L. le May
spoke on “Liberals and their Crities”, and gave
his hearers a great deal to think about. Mr.
Alan Paton came to Johannesburg from Natal
and addressed a public meeting in the Vrede Hall
on March 3rd on the subject of his book, “Hof-
meyr”. 0On March 16th, Professor Robert Bir-
fey, recently returned from England, spoke about
the “Problem of the Colowred Immigrants in
England”,

All three meetings were very well attended,
and were of great interest to Black Sash members
and their friends. Professor le May's and Pro-
fessor Birley's addresses appear elsewhere in the
Magazine,

Demonstrations. When the Minister of Justice
suspended Clanse 17 of the General Law Amend-
ment Aet of 1963, it was considered wise to can-
cel the regular demonstrations against 90-day
Detention, but the Black Sash made it clear, in a
Presz Stotement, that it would never cease to
work for the repeal of this clause. i

A monthly Newsletter compiled by Mrs. Doro-
thy Haeking is proving a great boon to our coun-
try memberg in Rustenburg, Withank, the Low-
veld and the Free State. It is being sent to every
member of the Region.

A Planning Committes is being set up, in terms
of a National Conference resolution, to co-ordin-
ate Black Sash activities in all Regions, especi-
ally with a view to changing present South Afri-
can attitudes and misconceptions,
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Mrs. Cluver Mrs. Johnston

CAPE EASTERN REGION

THE Eastern Cape Region went into recess for

December and January, and opened the year's
work on February 10th with an all-day Regional
Conference. Reports were read, and future acti-
vities gutlined, and a tape-recording of Mrz. Jean
Sinclair's Presidential Address to the Pieter-
maritzburg Conference was played. After lunch
the Rev. Herbert Lovemore of the Walmer Metho-
dist Church addressed the Conference on the need
to have the courage of one’s convictions.

A Disenssion Group, based on the idea of the
Transvaal Saturday Club, has been launched by
Cape Eastern.

Mrs. Peggy Levey continues as Regional Chair-
man, with Mrs. Ann Bolton as Treasurer. Mre.
Diana Daviz has once more taken on the office of
Hegional Secretary, an office she held for some
time a year or two ago.

NATAL COASTAL REGION

ATAL Coastal is in the happy position of

being able to report a constant inerease in

membership, even if it is a very slow and gradual
Process.

The Region has held three (Feneral Meetings
since the National Conference. The first of these
wag held in October, and was a closed report-
back meeting. A most successful meeting held
in November was addressed by three members of
the Regional Committee : Mrs, Guinivere Veniress
gave a talk on present world leadership; Mws.
Deriz Wallace spoke about her work at Cato Manor
and Kwe Mashu: and Mrs. Susan Franeis review-
ed Mr. Alan Paton's book “Hofmeyr.”

The first General Meeting of 1965 was address.
ed by Mrs. Padayachee, who spoke about the ef-
feets of Job Reservation and Group Areas on the
Indian community, especially with regard to
children.
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Members continue to work in their Adwvice
Office, and although there are comparatively
few cases there is a good ratio of successful ones.

A combined Book and Cake Sale held just be-
fore Christmas realized about Sixty Rands.

Members alzo continue in their individual ca-
jacity to support “the banished”, and R10 per
month is contributed towards this cause,

NATAL MIDLANDS REGION

T the Pietermaritzburg Branch Annual Gen-
eral Meeting on the 24th February, the
Branch Office-bearers, who automatically become
the Regional Office Bearers, were elected. The
new Regional Chairman is Miss I'rizs Friday, with
Mys. (7. Phillips as Secretary, and Mrs. Joy Hey
as Treasurer,

On the last night of the National Conference
in October, Mre. Noel Robb of Cape Western
Region addressed a House Meeting in Pieter-
maritzburg on the Break-up of African Family
Life. This was recorded, and the Region now
has tapes of talks by Mwrs. Jesgie Herislet and
Professor Monice Wilson as wel. It is hoped
that these will be used by the Branches and by
outside organizations. So far, St. Alpheges Ang-
lican Church has used the tapes at a House
Meeting, and Pietermaritzburg Branch has used
two of them.

The Region continues to hold stands and dem-
onstrations. Two demonstrations have been held
since the National Conference on bannings, and
one was held on Human Rights Day.

Natal Midlands collected 303 signatures for
its Christmas Goodwill Message. A quarter page
in the Natal Daily News and in the Natal Wit-
ness were taken for Christmas Eve, but as the
Region had undertaken not to publish the signa-
tures unless more than 500 were collected, the
message did not stand out as well as had been

hoped.
BORDER REGION

HE Region opened the year with a committee
of nine, including Mrs. Daphne Curry, who
was re-elected as Regional Chairman. As Mrs.
Curry has now taken up a full-time business
appointment, however, the Committee has divided
the year into six, and a member will act as Chair-
man for each period. The same procedure has
been adopted in regard to secretarial duties:
three members have undertaken a four months’
spell each. Mrs. Babette Sparg has taken over
a5 Treasurer in place of Mrs. Deena Streek, who
hase gone overseas on a well-earned holiday.
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The first General Meeting of the year was held
on the 16th March, 2 closed meeting for the dis-
cussion of past and future Regional activities.
It has been decided to hold morning, evening and
Saturday meetings in rotation, to enable Mrs.
Curry and Mrs. Sparg (who is also in business)
to attend two-thirds of the meetings.

Border's activities continue to be directed al-
most exclusively to work in the Advice Office, as,
with their limited number of active workers, this
iz considered to be the most worthwhile and con-
crete work they have been able to achieve,

Owing to lack of funds, the Region has re-
luctantly heen obliged to decline the invitation
to support another banished person, The man
Gwentshe whom they previously supported no
longer needs help, and is working.

CAPE WESTERN REGION

HE most urgent issue in Cape Western Region
during the lost months hasz been Group
Areas action proposed in Kalk Bay, Simon's
Town, Fraserdale, and Kommetje, Mrs. Ritch-

ken, Mrs. Willis, Mrs. Birt and Miss Henshil-

wood worked ceaselessly, in their individual eapa-
cities, over the Christmas recess and afterwards,
organizing protests, attending meetings, engag-
ing lawyers and drawing up memoranda, Detail-
ed accounts of their fine work are to be found
elsewhere in the Magazine. The Region also made
official representations on behalf of the Black
Sash and sent representatives to each of the Pub-
lic Inquiries before the Group Areas Board. Mrs,
Stott represented the Black Sash at the Fraser-
dale hearing, Mrs. Roberts at the Kalk Bay hear-
ing and Mrs. Marquard at the Kommetje hearing.

On 2nd November Pinelonds Branch gave a
multi-racial party, at which theves were about 45
people, 15 to 20 of them non-White. It was, as
usual, a very pleasant and successful function.

Sponsored by ourselves, a message of goodwill
and sympathy with Africans whose family life
had been broken by the laws of our land appeared
in the Cape Times on Christmas Day, supported
by more than 600 names of members and friends
who had signed it. It was well placed, and arous-
ed a good deal of interest and comment, mostly,
though not all, sympathetic.

A “new-look" stand took place on 25th and 26th
February with the object of drawing the public's
attention to the restrictive legislation passed by
this Government which is legal now, but wunjust
for ever. A lorry was hired and dressed with
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nine posters (in both languages) which read:
Pass Laws, Job Reservation, Enforced Group
Areas, Existing separate representation, Closed
Universitiezs, withholding of Afriean freehold
property rights, breaking of  African homes
through migrant labour, Banning and banishment
without trial, Enforced apartheid at public en-
tertainment destroys Cape tradition. A banner
ran down the middle of the lorry with the slo-
gan “Legal now unjust forever”, Five Sashers
in relays sat and stood in the back of the lorry
while it slowly drove round Cape Town and the
northern and southern suburbs,

Ariging from the Department of Planning's
advertizements of meetings to be held throughout
the Peninsula to arrive at the “final solution™ of
the allocation of beaches, the Cape Western Re-
gion wrote expressing its utter abhorrence of
beach apartheid, and its earnest desire that, if
allocations had to be made, they should be equal
in all respects. Because of this principle it was
felt that the Sash could not appear at the adver-
tised meetings, although some members, where
beaches in their areaz are being discussed, are
attending as individuals, being “interested per-
Eﬂns\q.”

The Athlone Advice Office continued its work
daily, under the able supervision of Mrs. Parks,
with only a short break for Christmas., Accord-
ing to figures given by Mr. Vorster in Parlia-
ment, 3,763 Africans were endorsed out in 1963
and 4,870 in 1964, Of these, 1,248 came to the
Advice Office in 1963 and 1,250 in 1964 — in
each year roughly one-quarter of the total. We
feel, more than ever, that these figures prove the
value of the Advice Office to the Africans.

The Region wrote letters to the Press on the
subject of Group Awreas, the suspension of the
80-day Clause, the ban on Professor Simons, on
the proposed allocation of beaches, on the segre-
gation of cudiences, :

Mra, Peggy Roberts has taken over the Chair
of the Region, in place of Mre. Moire Henderson,
who is now a Vice-Chairman. Mrs. Barbara
Wilks and Mrs., Borbara Willis continue as Re-
zional Secretary and Treasurer, respectively. .

IN SYMPATHY
MEMHERS of the Black Sash in all
Regions would like to offer their deep-

est sympathy to Mrs. Mceira Henderson,
who lost her only son, Angus, in an accident
in Swaziland on January 29th, 1965.
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BLACH SASH OFFICE BEARERS

HEADQUARTERS

National President: Mrs. J. Sinclair, 203
Santa Margherita, Eighth Street,
Killarney, Johannesburg,  Tel
41-1062,

Nuational Vice-Presidents: Mrs. D. Hill,
41 The Valley Road, Parktown,
Johannesburg. Tel. 41-1882; Mrs.
M. W. Cluver, 21A, Argyle Street,
Waverley, Johannesburg. Tel
40-1306.

Hon, National Seecrelary: Mrs. M. W.
Cluver, 37 Harvard Buildings, Jou-
bert Street, Johannesburg. Tel.
Office: 23-1032, Home: 40-1306.

National Treasurer: Mrs. ;. Dyzenhaus,
16, Northwold Drive, Saxonwold,
Johannesburg. Tel, 41-8676.

Magazine Editor: Mrs. D. Grant, 41,
First Avenue East, Parktown
North, Johannesburg. Tel. 42-2533.

Office: 37 Harvard Buildings, Joubert
Street, Johannesburg. Telephone
23-1032.

BORDER

Chairman : Mrs. D. Curry, 3 Carisbrooke
Road, Stirling, East London. Tel.
8-8979.

Secretary: Mrs. W. Jackson, T Torquay
Road, Bonnie Doon, East London.

Treasurer: Mrs. B. Sparg, 33 Elizabeth
Court, Inverleith Terrace, East
London.

CAPE EASTERN

Chatrman: Mrs. P. Levey, 130 Main
Road, Walmer, Port Elizabeth.

Secretary: Mrs. D. Davis, 196 Main Road,
Walmer, Port Elizabeth, Tel
51-1618.

Treaswurer: Mrs, A. Bolton, 19 Linton
Road, Mill Park, Port Elizabeth.

CAFPE WESTERN

Chairman: Mrs. P. Roberts, Ruallen,
Moselle Road, St. James. Tel.
8-1833.

Seeretary : Mrs. B. Wilks, Goring, Rhodes
Drive, Constantia. Tel. TT7-3329.

Treasurer: Mrs. B. D. Willis, Boulders
House, Simon’s Town. Tel. 86-6182,

Office; (for correspondence): 1 and 2,
Atgor Chambers, Ralph Street,
Claremont, Cape.

NATAL COASTAL

Chatrman: Mrs. 8. Francis, “Roches-
point”, Hillerest. Tel. T-8756.

Secretary: Mre. M. Grice, P.0. Gillitts,
Natal.

Treasurer: Mrs, M. Hayes, 18 Baden
Road, Westville.

NATAL MIDLANDS

Chairman: Miss 1. Friday, 320 Loop
Street, Pietermaritzburg, Tel
2-3784.

Secretary: Mrs. G. Phillips, 29 Granton
%l;wa, Howick Road, Pietermaritz-
g.

Treasurer: Mrs. J. Hey, 30 Oriel Road,
Town Hill, Pietermaritzburg,

TRANSVAAL

Chairman: Mrs. D, Hill, 41 The Valley
Road, Parktown, Johannesburg.
Telephone 41-1832.

Hon. Secretary: Mrs, M. W. Cluver, 37
Harvard Buildings, Joubert Street,
Johannesburg. Tel.: Office 23-1032,
Home: 40-1306.

P'reasurer: Mrs. K. N. Gaynor, P.0. Box
154, Randburg, Transvaal,

Office: 37 Harvard Buildings, Joubert
Street, Johannesburg, Telephone
23-1082.

B g R Ry T e U

Thizs Magazine, as the official organ of the Black Sash, carries authoritative articles on the activi-
ties of the Black SBash, The leading articles adhere broadly to the policies of the organization, which
doeg not, however, necessarily endorse the opinions expressed by the contributors.

Cartoons by courtesy of Bob Connolly and the “Rand Daily Mail”, David Marais and the “Cape
Times".

Published by the Black Sash, 37 Harvard Buildings, Joubert Street, Johannesburg, and printed by the
Pacific Press (Pty.) Ltd., 302 Fox Street, Jeppe, Johannesburg.
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Dedication . . .

IN pride and humbleness we declare our
devotion to the land of South Africa,

we dedicate ourselves to the service of our
country. We pledge ourselves to uphold the
ideals of mutual trust and forbearance, of
sanctity of word, of courage for the future,
and of peace and justice for all persons and
peoples. We pledge ourselves to resist any
diminishment of these, confident that this
duty is required of us, and that history and
our children will defend us.

So help us God, in Whose strength we

trust.

Toewydingsrede . . .

MET trots en nederigheid verklaar ons

ons gehegtheid aan die land van Suid-
Afrika, ons wy ons aan die diens van ons
land. Ons belowe plegtig die ideale te
handhaaf van onderlinge vertroue en ver-
draagsaamheid, wvan die onskendbaarheid
van beloftes, van moed vir die toekoms,
van crede en regverdigheid teenoor alle
persone en rasse. Ons beloof plegtig om
ons te verset teen enige vermindering hier-
van vrede en regverdigheid teenoor alle
en dat die geskiedenis en ons kinders ons
sal regverdig,

Mag God ons help, op Wie se krag ons

ons verlaat.
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