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Introduction

IUSAS Congress is one of the most important events on the NUSAS calendar. Students from different

ampuses get together to evaluate, to consolidate, and more importantly to determine new direction.

he speeches presented at the 1981 Congress had a crucial influence on the direction taken. Their high
andard reflected the way in which speakers and topics were chosen. In reviewing the activities of 1981
was felt that although ‘democracy’ had been explored throughout the year, we had not gone far enough.

i& speakers chosen were all close to the student movement and aware of the problems it was facing. They
e also able to situate the student movement within a broader context.

e speeches addressed themselves to the question of democracy in some depth, examining it at both a
oretrcal and a practical level.

strong theme to emerge was the need to build a more powerful and democratic campus base to be
bilised in the fight for democracy both on and off campus. The speeches contain much of the logic
ind this new emphasis. Tney therefore provide important background to an understanding of the
3AS theme for 1982 — CAMPUS ACTION FOR DEMOCRACY,

as felt that it was important to publish the speeches and to make them available to a wider audience.
y the main speeches were chosen due to space limitations), Those who attended Congress will also
the collection of spesches very useful. They reflect many ideas, questions and problems pertinent
w student movement end indeed to the Democratic Movement as a whole. Hopefully they will be read
Yiscussad. In this way, we can work towards a greater understanding of our cvwn role and 5o in a small
wivancs the struggle for a democratic South Africa.
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Jonty is the present NUSAS President, elected at
the end of 1981, He was Projeets Officer on the
1978/79 Wits SRC and Semijnars Chairperson the
following year. After completing his B.A. he was
glected NUSAS Reaseach Officer for 1981, In July |
Jonty became acting-President after President
Andrew Boraine's activities were severely restricted
by his banning order,

.

Friends

| have openad most of the speeches | have given this
year by pointing to the fact that | am only the Acting
NUSAS President — the democratically-elected
NUSAS President, Andrew Boraine, has been banned
for 5 years.

| open this speech in an even more precarious posi-
tion. Not only 15 Andrew unable to take on his right-
ful place at Congress — but the two NUSAS Presi-
dents who preceded him, Fink Haysom and Auret
van Heerden, are now in detention, under Section 22
and Section & respectively.

In r'nmy countries in the world, a student organisa-
tion would have to look at itself very carefully in the
case of 3 consecutive leaders being forcibly removed
by the government under which they live. After all,
people are only jailed, people are only silenced if they
have done wrong.

But South Africa is no ordinary country. In South
Africa one does not have 1o do wrong to be detained
without trial, banned for 5 years or be convicted and
sentenced under the mass of security legislation,

In fact, quite the opposite 15 usuatly true. In the dis-
torted country in which we live, to be banned or
detained or sentenced 13 in many ways a complement,
an atfirmation of one's commitment to opposing
the oppression and exploitation that 15 apartheid, and
working for a democratic and just future.

S0 with all 3 of our past NUSAS Presidents now
directly suffering the consequences of standing up
and opposing aparthesd we do not enter the 59th
NUSAS Congress feeting that we have done wrony.
We rather enter this congress with our heads held high,
firm in the belief that ours is a just cause and one we
will continue to work for,whatever the consequences,

opening address

The backdrop to this NUSAS Congress is a particular-
ly dramatic one. South Africa is at the moment living
through a period which sees the two opposing forces
in our society pitched in battle against one another.
On the one hand we have the South African State un-
leashing an incredible wave of repression — particular-
ly at this stage in terms of detentions — against the
Democratic Movement in the country. On the other
hand we have the Democratic Movement gaining
moméntum and continuing to grow in the face of
repeated attacks against it. -

And | think that at the outset of this Congress, it is
important that we briefly look at these two forces
and then attempt to situate ourselves, as a constituent
part of the Democratic Student Movement, as parl of
this dynamic.

The history of the Democratic Movement in South
Africa goes back a long way — almost to the beginn-
ing of this century. But this has not been a smooth-
flowing history. |11 has been a history which has gone
through wvarying phases — at times, such as during
the 1950s, reaching peaks of intensity and very se-
riously challenging the structure of power and control
in South Africa. At other times, during the following
decades the Democratic Movement has suffered the
blow of vicious attacks-by the Apartheid government.
During the years 1960 to 1964 it has continued to
exist only through the utmost dedication of a small
group of people and the memories of a people longine
to be free.

The decade of the 1970s was a fairly desparate -r«
for South Africans. Whilst the massive strike wave
of 1973 and 1974 and the nationwide student up-
rising of 1976 saw the majority of South Africans
beginning to regroup and oppose apartheid on the
basis of their united strength, it was only tawards
the end of the decade that the militancy generated
once again began to take on the form of the Demo-
cratic Movement.

3



e e ——————— e

The past 2 o 3 years, however, have seen the Demo.
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e Deme, atee Movement are far
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i J'ﬁ'?], wte e lNatung 8 Giave: nmsat dec glod
Pt ML es Coeel aboans foe the 10th annwes -
saiy it IRE Reputy © o Souin A ca, vy fowe qroups
ok wr tne Chgherge of oppusng the ceiebrations.
it was atudy na oy WJSAS (1 trak to ow credit)
Zvid the Labaose 92 v 10Q1 o gan 23ta0nally oppo-
gdl (e Leo@be AT g The cguft?y i1* kg WER B
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e, Az o cuns an Dl o uiseose the celebratons,
I naseby ssterd 10 peopee necs of tne Ant:-Republic
Dav a0l v les br oL wwmrt 180G, e N3t mass s aihies,
mar =2y, ralesiy AN, dintuugh 1 wmething foe
vl oh o o srona el et e s Claem geedel, we haed
“Foag g e (A 2= nteowide Posy biy oone of
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I cound conbnea—p sl and dotad the gans of the
Democratic Movemaes! thes yvear . but | p-obabty do

not need to do so. One needs only to open the comm.
ercial press [with all ils own limitations) any dav of
the week to see the endless number of strikes, boy.
cotts, student activities and political campaigns.

In terms of this Congress, it 15 probably important 1o
point to the two most recent activities of the Demo-
cratic Movement — as they do possibly serve as the
specfic backdrop of the moment.

The first actwity that | am referring to is the just-
compleled and endrmously successfuwl national cam-
paign to boycott the elections of the South African
Indian Council, On the grounds that the Council is

_umply a dummy insbituton imposed on the “Indian”

commurily by the Mationalist Governmentl, demo.
crats throughout the country orgamized the commu-
mily 1o bogcott the electons. As most people know,
the fnal electon poll worked out at about 10 percent
of reqistered voters, which s probably aboul 2 and
a hatf per cent of all Indians = at a fan guess, few
more than the extendod famibies of the candidates”™
actuaily volted.

[(There was a fairly remakabie article 10 the star on
poliing day which clamed that “by midday iwo
canddates -n the SAIC cinchions were runming neck
and meck - both havery poticd one vole . The aeticle
just begged the comment o headline of “"Une man,
one vole™)

The sccond actevily ot the Democratic Movermen:
abich shou'd serve a5 the backdrop to congress s
the mountm?g opnrostaon 1o Ciskes  Tnode pomgdaens
denge

O December dlh, the Jay after congress onds, the
Coghkior vl receive 1% so-caned “Independence™ “ipm
South Africa and become the fourth “independ-
erl” homeland — to form part of the pgsaw pussie
of aparthewd.

It s mportant that we focus on the Ciske: du ng
congress — bolh because the homelands form the vy
gurnerstone b the mgrant labour syslem oa which
South Afncan socety esls and because the ssae has
yuite clearly been smgled owt by the Demccoatic
Moverment as a centid' une = especially n terms of
the position and narassment of the South Afocan
Allied Workers Umon  (SAAWU) by the Ciske:
securnity polce and government [which o1 5 vy
aifficut 1o tell apaii), )

Having briefly Iooked at the Democratic Movemoent
it s impoitant o look at the counter-Toice o the
apatthesd stale, and parbeularty how o has sospond.
cd 1o this movement. T

Look:ng back at the pecformance of apathe ol owves
the past yean, wee see that o kas been one of crees

* Degpite P W Botha's Total Strategy

* Degpate the Carlton and Cape Town Conferences
with big business

* Despile alt ailempts 1o crush opposihion

* Despate the supponl of the Reagan Admanistiatson

Despite all these, and many more factors, the apait-
hewd system s curiently faced with grses pr !
froarlsg
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Laurie Nathan, UCT SRC President addresses

Congress on the opening night.

* Economically, they have not even begun to come
to terms with a high inflation-rate, massive unem-
ployment rate and drastic skills shortage,

* Politically, both the Fascist Extreme Right-Wing

and, far more importantly, the Democratic Move-

ment, have failed to accept the legitimacy of

_government initiatives.

Ideclogically, despite all attempts by the S5ABC

and SADF, they have failed to convince the

majority of South Africans that although they
might dislike apartheid, it is actually good for
them.

w*

Although these crises might encourage those working
for change in South Africa — because although they
are unpleasant to liwe through they illustrate the ina-
dequacias of the existing system — they have also
made the government desperate,

And a desperate power is a particularly dangerous
one!

It is within this context that we have witnessed an
enormous amount of State repression during the year.
We do not need to look beyond our own ranks —

in the student movement — to see the extent of this
repression,

A, few isolated examples of repression of students or
those close to us, include :

* The detention of Andrew for 35 days

* The banning of Sammy Adelman-and Andrew, as
well as Firoz and Azhar Cachalia on Wits campus
The banning of the Republic Day Rally on Rhodes
campus

The trial of 48 UCT students under the Riotous
Assemblies Act

The detention of Clive van Heerden and Keith

Coleman, the editors of SASPU National, just over
a month ago.

The list is endless..and at the same time only 2
minute proportion of the number of acts of repres-
SiIon against the trade union movement, community
9"oups and Democratic Movement as a whole.

(By last week, the government announced that it
now had 111 detainees. Whilst the SAIRR estimated
the figure at being far greater, since then at least 20
more people have been detained, and, as far as | am
aware, none released),

We must now ask the question of how NUSAS fits
into all of this?

The years 1977 to 1979 were very important years
for NUSAS, After the severe crisis the organization
faced in 1976, 3 themes were launched with the in-
tention of consclidating the organization, building
structures on the campuses and developing a new
generation of leadership. These 3 themes, "Africani-
zation''; "Education for an African Fulture' and
“Action on Education' provided us with an excep-
tionally solid foundation from which to launch into
the 1980s.

At the end of 1979 the NUSAS President, Auret van
Heerden (and | believe | can quote a detained person)
claimed that it was now important for NUSAS to
“look outward" and begin to once again participate
in the broad political arena. The transitiod from being
an introverted to an extroverted political force is one

which | believe NUSAS has undergone particularly
well.

During the last two years NUSAS has played an im-
portant rale in the Democratic Movement in various
Wy 5,

Firstly, we have participated in national campaigns,
such as the “Free Mandela Campaign" and the ""Anti-
Republic Day Celebrations’” campaign.

Secondly, we have played a support role to other
democratic organizations, most significantly in the
Fattis and Monis, Meat and Wilson Rowntree boy-
cotts and the support of the sgquatters at Nyanga
Bush and at Kliptown.

Thirdly, we have begun to form part of a non-racial
student movement in South Africa. | think that it is

e e e e —
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important that | clarify what | am saying here, Over
the past year or two, our relationship with other
Democratic student groups, such as AZASO and
COSAS, has increased markedly. However, this does
not mean that we have any intention of synthesizing
the organizations. The vastly different conditions on
Black and White campuses necessitate that Black and
White student groupings organize separately, But
this does not mean that there is not opportunity for
significant room for co-operation and for forming an
alliance with one another over common issues. It is
in terms of this alliance that | believe great gains have
been made.

At the same time as participating and contributing to
the Democratic Movement, NUSAS has also develop-
ed considerably on the campuses themsalves. | would
argue that we are at one of the strongest points in our
57-year history. Not only are 4 out of the 5 English”
campuses affiliated to NUSAS, but students have
elected strongly pro-NUSAS SRCs on each of these,

But cur strengths must not make us complacent, It is
crucial that we now consolidate the gains we have
made to ensure that we contimue to go forward,

There are a few significant problem areas that we are
faced with and, at the outset of this congress, |
would like to point to a few cf these .

Firstly, whilst we nave pasticpated in campaigns and
picked up many issues, we have often failed to pay
adequate attention to organization and education on

the campuses themselves. We have mobilized owur
support base, but we have not really organized it.

Although we have great support, not enough people
are participating in organization and devt_‘inpmg '-1_"'13
understanding that will ensure that their commit-
ment to democracy will be a life-long one,

A second problem area arises with our r-elat--nnshi!ps
with other groups. We have built very product ive
relationships with the progressive groups — be they
Black students, trade unions or support committees.

These relationships are, however, very complex and
sensitive and we need to assess them very carefully
50 as to ensure their durability and continued pro-
ductivity.

Thirdly, | feel that we have not emerged as a power-
ful enough force in the running of our universities.
With last year's theme we focussed on the Anti-
democratic aspects of all areas of society, except our
own environment — the university campuses them-
selves,

There are currently many moves being made in terms
of the South African universities, including the
attempt by the SADF to establish military units on
all campuses and the various commissions, recomm-
endations and reports of the “liberal establishment™
and the South African State. It is imperative that we
develop a systematic response {o these areas and ad-
vance the demands of democratic students in terms
of these issues. :

NUSAS Congress provides us with a unique opportu-
nity to get together and share ideas. We have & days
in which to assess our achievementis owver the past
year and plan and prepare for the future.

MIUSAS Congress can be a lot of fun, but it is also a
serious affair, We live in a very serious country and
have taken on a very serious task — that of working
for change. We must have our fun and get to know
each other, but the reality of the country in which
we live should always be kept in mund.

There is something about this congress hall that looks
very familiar, | suppose its got to do with the simi-
larity with the 1978 congress held here in Cape
Town, But there is also something very different,
Personally, that difference is symbolized by a com.
parisaon which | can’t help making with 1978,

In 1978, the NUSAS President, Auret van Heerden,
on the evening of the 28th Movember, presented his
brother Clive with a 21st birthday present - a book
on Black jazz — in front of the whole congress. Those
who know Clive can probably imagineg his embarass-
ment at the situation, '

Well, it is now 3 years later and it it is once again the
28th November. Both Auret and Clive are sitting in
prison cells, under Section 6, in solitary confinement.

Clive and Auret are only 2 amongst a whole host of
detainees, 15 of which are today only experiencing
their second day of incarceration.

For many of us who know people in detention, and
for whom they are not just names, but possibly
triends, lovers, associates or acguaintances, this i a
difficult time. But., although it is a difficult time,
that should in no way be allowed to deter our efforts
and our activities,

The past few years have been relatively comfortable
one's, particularly for white democrats in South
Africa, If we are to read whal is happening around
us, we see that things are changing and we can predict
that from now on we won't be having quite as com-
fortable a ride.

&
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the horrors of Lhe sociely in 'which we Twe. =

Thirdly, we must carefully look at ourselves in the
face of detenlions. We must contider ouwr dwn posi-
tins and ow own commitmenl and begin lo accepl
that f we plan to dedcate puiselves (o 3 democratic
future in ow country, the oad will not necessanly
be an easy One,

Butl, «f 4 s pne m which we beheve, then il 5 a
chalienge thal we musl accepl andd commil DUTSEIvES
1o for the west of our hives. '

Thes NUSAS Congioess provides, us with a3 umgque
apporiunity. Whilst the broader community from
which we come 15 under attack, n the form of an
endless Tisl of detentions, we have the opportunaly
nol only o conlinue with auw work, bul 1o show the
world that we ane cOnlnwng.

It s woitlun this context that | would hike Lo send
out a vaeiy clear message fiom thes congress. It 1s a
message which goes oul 1o the rulers of this countrey:

- lo PW Botha
— lu Magnus Malan
- 1o Major Williamson

The message 5 that “fer each one of us who you
detan and for each ore of us you lake away, there
are 10, 20 or 100 of us wailing right here 1o take
then place. ™
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By TONY WEAVER
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Phaahla

Joe is the President of the Azanian Students’ Org.
anisation (AZASO), a national black students org-
anisation which has committed itself to “a non-
racial democratic society free of exploitation™.
Apart from being a national student leader, Joe has
played a strong leadership role in different areas on
his own campus, Durban Medical School. He was
the 1980/81 head of his residence house commit-
tee and a member of the SRC.

The student movement in the
struggle for democracy

I. GENERAL ANALYSIS

Broadly speaking. the struggle in our country 15 be-
tween those who enjoy the wealth of the country
and those who work to produce this wealth but do
not enjoy it. This s not very much different from
other struggles which have been waged in many other
parts of the world. What causes the superficial differ-
ences between struggles waged in different parts of
the workd is the nature of means used to maintain the
unequal dstrnbution of wealth, The means used are
for example, the political system. While Mozambicans
struggled agamst colonialisn, we sre strugghng aganst
aparthewd

While we have the two mamn camps in conflict viz, the
haves and the have nots, there 5 alse a sigmificant
group of people who stand in the middle. These are
the people who can fall either on the side of those
who own the wealth or those who are deprived. In
the South African situaton these who control the
wealth are a while minonily supported by a privil-
eged white community  In order to sitrengthen its
position, the group which controls the economic and
political system also po-opls 2 few blacks by gwving
them privileges demetd 1o the majonity of the black
people. The dwvision 1 further enhanced by providing
privileges based on the criteria of racial classification
Together with small businessmen whose aspiration 15
accumulaton of wealth, black mtellectuals serve as
4 pool from which supporiers of the status quo are
promotled through granting of privileges 1o lve 2
better life than the rest of their people.

The struggle for justice, democracy and a fair dis-

inbution of wealth throughoul the world has shown
that .

1. The conflhict 15 primanly between tho.e who con-
trol and enjoy the wealth and those who produce
the wealth but don’l enjoy 1t

2. That the privileged middle of the read group is
torn apart with a few supporling the exploited
and the majority supporting the exploers.

3. That in situations where racism 15 useqd 10 further
divide the people:

i) Ewven the privileged from the dominated
group will support the struggle » lagrge num-
bers except for a few who gel completely
assimilated into the status quo.

n) That the majority from this privieged group
are only against the system n 2y far as it
prevents them from getting more privileges
and only a few want 1o see a com? =te change
of the status Quo

The role played by intellectuals wn the :“ruggle can
be very crucial to the outlcome of the <anflict. If
the arena of struggle 15 dominated by the e who only
oppose those aspects of the system wrn - prevents
them from ascending, then whal emerge: - a compro-
mise with those who own and control 172 sealth, On
the ather hand f Lhe struggle s spearhez =1 by those
who seek 1o creale a democralic orde

Ytk oresul] s
a social order free of inequalities.
Il. THE S.A CONTEXT
The South Alfnican situation & ONe 0 .- ch racial-
im0y used a3 a tool to divide those wre <= Aol own
and contral the wealth of the countr. =il people

classified as ““white” have political &< =conomic
privileges. This stralegy ensures that a &= majornity
of whites sbpport the status quo. £ =2« people
have no political rights at all and tc - .ther sub-

w
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divide them economic privilege again based on race
s used as a tool. As noted in the general discussion,
economic privilegés are further granted to a few
among the already divided politically deprived black
majority in order to make them more easily con-
trolable.

STUDENTS' POSITION
A. WHITE STUDENTS

White students are born into the privileged group in
the South African conflict. Their upbringing and
education is geared towards shaping them for posi-
tions  within the already privileged community.
However the fact that they au—fﬁﬁgin a preparato. -
stage for roles they are expected to play in the
ongoing conflict affords them an opportunity to
make a choice. Ultimately, alter processing they will
fall into 3 groups; 1)the group which will support and
strive 1o maintan the status quo; 2) the group that
will cail far Liberalisation of the status quo without
guestioning ts fundamental structures; 3)the group
shat will throw s lot behind the large majority of
deorved black people »n seeking to eradicate in-
eqqualily trom it rOots

B BLACK STUDENTS

Black students are generally speaking part and parcel
af the oppressed black majority in the country, It
15 however outl of this group that those in Dower
create allies 1o help control the voteless and exploited
black majority. As a group, black students can either
simply strive to eradicate the barriers which prevent
them from chimbing the ladder of social division or
alternatively they can throw ther lot behind the
efforts of the large maorty of exploited black
workers 1o eradicate inegquality in all respects. The
fact about the alternative roles which black students
can play 15 well liustrated by the history of the in-
volvement of black intellectuals and students in the
South African struggie. At some stages, eg. the be.
ginning of the AN.C. Youth League and later in the
sixties in SASO, black students challenged political
deprivation without much attention to economic
deprivation. However- on bolh occasions later, ie.,
in thé fifties in the case of post-Youth League and
gighties in the case of post-SAS0, -black students
faced the reality of the situation and threw their
energy behind the black exploited workers. In the
case of_the eighties it was after the traumatic experi-
ences of the 1976 uprising that Black Students came
to appreciate more clearly the need for soldarity in
action under the leadership of the workers. The past
few years has shown very clearly that black and white
intellectuals can use the prvileges open 1o them to
further the workers struggle.

MORE RECENT LESSONS TO THE STUDENT
-MOVEMEMT AND THE CHALLENGES AHEAD

1980 SCHOOL BOYCOTTS
The 1980 school boycotts left no doubt about the

fact : black students have learnt alot out of thg 1976
popular uprisings. Whereas the 1976 boycott$ were

more of spontaneous mass protests, the 1980 boy-
colls were more organised conscious mass actions.
There was more conscious organisation and the issues
at stake were more clearly outlined than was the case
in 1976. The need to change the entire political and
economic system in order 1o establish a democratic
order was more clearly expressed than was the Case
in 1976, Closer links between students and parents
who constitute the bulkof the Wwork—torce-were
forged in the struggle itself through consultation
than through coercion. Very conspicuous in the
1980 boycotls was the involvement of white students
here and there. There were however also mistakes
rrade in 1980 in many areas from which we need to
learn, eg. the prolongation of the boycotls leading
to disunity 10 the ranks of the black students them-
selves.

1981

1981 saw the strengthening of the direction already
taken n 1980, Students came to play a positive
complemeniory role an the workers' struggles of
1981, eg. Wilson-Rowntree, Leyland glc. The nation-
wide rejection of the Republhic Day celebrations wit-
nessed forging of closer links in action between black
and white democrats.

As we say good-bye to 1981 and we enter 1982 we
witness a major onslaughf by those in power on the
broad democratic front that has emerged in the past
few years. The high-handed actions of the state are
coupled with attempts to co-opt a more significant
number of people from the ranks of the oppressed
nto therr apparatuses, The vanety of Commissions
appointed by the state, ranging from the De Lange
to the Rabie and Steyn Commissions illustrale the
abowe points very clearly,

What 15-needed now 15 a clear understanding on the
part of those engaged n struggle of the nature of the
forces in conflict, the shapes being assumed and the
alliances being forged. It s important that the nature
of the democratic front should also be clearly under-
stood so that this front can pose an effective chal-
lenge to the status quo. It s going to be increasingly
more important in the coming times that we under-
stand very clearly the difference belween a democra-
tic non-racial alhance and a hiberal multiracial jargon.
Mon-racial alliance involves umity 1n purpose and
action while multiracialism involves umnitly in diversity
of purpose and actions.

In the coming times we will increasingly have lo

1. Strengthen our existing orgamisations and forge
closer hinks of all democratic orgamisatons.

2. Draw more people into the democratc front
including whites who have come to accept 1he
righteousness of our demands,

3. Withstand attempts by those in power 1o wiaken
us through the carrot and stick method of co-
oplion coupled wilh repression,

Long live the democratic front!

M
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Graeme is a former UCT student. He was actively
involved in a number of different areas within the
student movement. He was a founder member of
SSD (Students for Social Democracy) and edited
the UCT student newspaper, Varsity. In1975 he
was Wages Comm Coordinator on the SRC. He was
detained in 1976 after student solidarity protests
and was banned for five years later that year. His
banning order was lifted shortly before Congress.
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Student initiatives in

the university

| don't know if it is possible to dedicate a speech
to an individual, as it would be to dedicate an article.
Monetheless, | would like 10 do so tonight,

On this occasion, and with the particular topic on
which | must speak, it seems both appropriate and
necessary to pay tribute to your President, Andrew
Boraine. |I've seen some of his work within the stu-
Jent movement, his tirelessness, and the courage with
which he's faced up to the State’s actions, Increasing-
ly, | am beginning to know him as a friend, too. His
name has already been mentioned on many occasions
at this Congress. It 15 a sign of the respect that many
more people feel towards Andrew and his work, that
| would like to add a tribute as well. Very litlle needs
to be or can be said : stand firm, Andrew, and know
that we are with you. Our greatest contribution to
your own freedom will be to conlinue with the
struggle that is still yours, to build a free, democratic
South Africa.

In paying tribute to Andrew, it is also important to
know that tribute s being paid to the student mowve-
ment asa whole, 1o NUSAS in particular, to the work
that so mariy of you have put into building your
organisations to the point they have reached today.
The student movemen! has been knocked otten, has
stumbled, has ofien responded badly. But in the and,
it has always bounced back. In the last few years, in
particular, NUSAS has answered the challenge thal
the people have put in front of it = you do not need
me 1o tell you of the proud place thal you occupy
today in the broad democratic movement. That white
students, and their representative organisations, can
stand side by side with Lhe finest of the people’s
organisalions themselves, is a fitting indication of the
success of your work and the importance of the
sludent movement.

| therefore hope that it is with modest intentions
that | speak to you tloday. |'ve been asked to talk
about student initiatives in the universities them-
selves, on activity within this site, and on problems
and questions of student organisation: Before | do so,
| think it's important to know the limitations of this
talk. Firstly, | speak as an outsider, While | have tried
to follow closely the directions and ramifications of
student activitity, it is obviously neither possible, nor
would it be desirable tg engage in any sort of detailed
discussion of the day-to-day problems of organisation
on your campuses. So | speak as an outsider, and thus
some of the things | have 1o say may not relate 1o
your own experiences. Questions may have been re-
solved years ago. Issues may already be dead,

This talk is meant then, in the narrowest sense, to
be an occasion for throwing around a few ideas.
Please take il as such.— reject, discuss, question, and
use the talk as an occasion to clarify your own ideas,
as a time to analyse the particular places that each
one of you occupies, om the campus and as a student
in society. If the talk can stimulate a discussion, it
has served its purpose — it's very much up to you,
then, to concretize and make more meaningful what
I have to say.

The general purpose of the lalk is, quite simply. to
help in stepping back a little from the hustle of your
day-to-day activities, It is not enough 1o see the many
lessans which we have learntl and absorbed from the
past — let us also analyse those that might yel be im.
portant; let us explore not only the things we have
achieved but also look a bit more closely at the
dangers and limits of the area within which we oper.
ate. In skort, let us also criticise ourselves, openly
and as objectively as possible, in order that we are
better prepared to avoid mistakes in the fulure, and
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better able to learn from those that will still in-
evitably be made.

The paper is divided into 3 sections: to be more ac-
curate, 3 1/2 sections. In the first part, | want to look
more closely al the smportance of student activity,
of what it s that makes organisation on the campus
valuable. | want to argue that the gueston ‘of inlernal
education, is the most important prionty of all, but
that neads a lot of guatificatian,

Practical gaing must be subject of a clear understand-
iy of the boundanes of one’s activities. Section 2 of
this paper looks, 1 more structural terms, at the spe-
cific nature of the campus as a site of struggle. | look
at the hourgeos unaversily, and the constraints and
lirnsts o f operating within this arena.

But ati structures have himals and contradictions. In
the thed padt of thes taik, ¢ want [0 examine some
hestoral expenoncts, mostly Cape Town based; but
the oy ot o (o putl poblems into.therr confext, to
wrel  gian! *he ks between factors, and so to ex-

aneee cwhvees Best owr 3t on changqing crrumslances
and i Cftoonn peoods This sectwon 3 both quite
bt o and  pote conceete It asks how things have

Chraergedd, Moew tRay AL rhangmg, how the varnous
Sy deffee Siom sach other, and Row we Can
take account of our own specific circumstances to
salve 1ha gine al wob ems that we are all confranted
by. The mamn areas | ook at in this section, are
Furss e, 1=lations belwien student bodiwes on a campus
and “rubstoan: such as democracy, and orgamisation’
and secondiy. the r=13t.0n between these bodies and
therr base, hetwopn tha pohtcally aware students and
the broad canous, and 2is0 agam, "questions such as
democ:acy and o gansaton™

My last natf-section 3 2 kind of hotch-potch of some
issues wn the horzon, some sssues | couldn™t Bt in
elsawhere, and trying to find a dignified way to
conclude the paper, o that we can move nto dis
cussion, and then into the bar,

ACHIEVEMENTS

If we're looking at the achievements and value of
working on campus, it's easest to start with the
most visible. These need little argument,

*  The student movement has contributed directly
to the various campaigns run as part of the broad
democratic front — the Free. Mandela Campaign,
anti-Republic Day. anti-SAIC. Sometimes this par-
ticipation has been merely by passing a motion of
support: at other times, the special place of the
university kas been taken advantage of. as when
anti-Republic meetings were held largely on the
campuses, with a broad group of organisations
asking the campuses almost to spearhead the cam.
paign. This kind of work, mobilizing campus as a
whole, is a direct political contribution, in direct
challenge 1o the aparthe:d state.

*  Secondly, students have done valuable support
work, Wilson-Rowntree 15 one obvious example =
this kind of support has been material, as when
pamphiets and stickers are printed or money is
raised ; and, secondly, ideological and propogandistic,
publicising, explaining and researching, in general

boosting and expanding support campaigns. This
support work has also been crucial in showing demo-
crats outside the campus that they need to pay more
atfention to students, and student dynamics. For
example, it was only really after Fattis & Moris in
‘79, and then the Meat Strike, that Cape Town
unions acknowledged the importance of the broad
student movement, rather than just of one or 2
individuals.

SMALL GROUPS

*  Linked up with the above 2 largely off-campus
roles, is a third. Small groups of students Kave worked
in a committed, painstaking way to build up hinks and
even to directly participate in organisation of com-
munities and workers. Literacy campagns are one
example, or Delta at Rhodes. And we all know the
key role that the early Wages Commissions played
in the setting up of the progressive union movement,
The work of students in these sort of areas 15 crucial
— it gives individuals an understanding of the realities,
the compromises, the strategies and tactics of or-
ganising the people, it gwves them a feel for the
texture and fabric of the hves of the masses. Students
in these spheres have also not been an ehitist vanguard
either — they've often played an important role in
telling campus as a whole about what they we iearned.

= A less tangible role has been the intellectual and
theoretical role of students. Sometimes this has
taken the form of research: sometimes this has -
volved developing coherent critwques and analyses —
of Crossroads, of hberal orgamisations, of the unwver-
sity. This has spilled into wider society = and 15 one
of the arenas which many off.campus people sull
need to acknowledge. It 5 the student mowvaimend
that has done much to challenge our conceptions of
women's struggle, or which has to!d us that personal
support and comradeship, and even the most privale
aspects of one's !ife and lfe-style, are also politcal
matters. Campus has much to teach off-campus peo-
ple about more democratic ways of functioning, and
more construclive ways of holding debate,

* The last point | want to make about the value of
the student movement, in a8 way encompasses and
encloses all the others. Mone of the above activities
would be possible if students were not reproducing
!hemselvﬂ. providing a néw framework for people
passing on therr knowledge, maintaining their leader-
ship of campus as a whole. Student politics above all,
is the major arena for the creation of democrat. in
our community. Nearly every hfe-long commited
democrat in Yeoville, in Berea, n Grahamstown or
in Observatory, has had some contacl with student
politics on the English campuses. The finest of these
dermocratls, the most astute politically and theoretical-
Iy, have been those whose traiming ground has been
student politics in one form or anothor

Virtually the most important aspect of actwily on
campus | want to argue, is enabling people to learn.
And what they learn is not just knowledge of a
theoretical kind, for example, how the pass-laws work
or what SAAWLU is. Along with this, just as /mpor-
tant, is the hidden knowledge: how 1o organise, how
to speak, when to call 2 meeting. how to run one,
when compromises must be made, how to work
democratically. In short, the campus s a traming
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ground where democrats may learn on the one hand,
what it is that s needed to make South Africa 2
democralic state, and on the other hand, they can

learn to think and act politically, so that these aims’

may be achieved with all the himits and possibilities
within which we live. But a warning: these skills can
be 2 ‘wo-edged sword, a way of controlling and dom-
inating f we're not aware of our limits. Up to now,
campus has been a place for experimentation and
learning from our smistakes:; but we are entéring an
era where our mistakes may be more costly as the
stakes are higher. At the same time, we must never
lose sight of the primary need for experimentation,
for self-education, and for the wealth of learning that
comes from the concrele experience of struggle on
the campus.

But what sort of place is the campus, what kind of
arena is it? What are its structures, its limits, its
possibilities, There are 2 aspects here — (1) the bour-
geois university itself, and (2] the students, the con-
stifuents, who come from a socialised environment,
and whose experience is now going to be shaped by
the structures of the campus as well, and by the
struggles going on there.

Let's start off with the university. The university is
there to _make leaders of us all, to teach us to plan
and d-re-:t our society. Above all, it tres to tell us
that those who use ’-.’F:'-Etr heads have a right to explodt
ahd control those who use their hands, that mental
labour is somehow more valuable and ‘privileged. than
r‘nanual [abour. and that it is only a privileged few of
us wha are enlifled to the learAing dnd [raining that
s needed. This is the division that structlures our
‘.idillcuzl'g,II and our university. It 15 a buurﬂemg. univer-
sitv_in_a_capilalist society. Even i1s most Technical
tramung Enguﬁeenng or mednclne for example, carry
within them the means to reinforce the divisions
and hierarchies of our society.

From this flows the university as iausagfrrmathlﬂt‘
as knowledge factory. Why _else could anyone think
that ot 15 possible to learn in an enclosed kraal up on
the hill, somehow above and outside of society?

e

Why else do gourses keep us away from society, or
when they do let us near it, they keep us away from
the exploited majorily? If we do lalk to anyone, we

talk to heart surgeons or businessmen, but we dan't
tour 1hE_|:1'Ecay|m; rural areas or urban slums, or talk
t:} the workers and d_ordinary_people who rn..re and
work in degra dation and poverty, Why else but to
mainfain the myth of people’s inevitable division into
rich and poor, are our courses split and fragmented
mtc: a_hundred separate disce iplines, so that we can
never see sociely as a whole, and understand the
indissoluble TNk between pmrart:.,.r and wealth, as 2
sides of the same coin? Why else, but to stop us
discovering the power of collective action, are our
universities hierarchised and authoritarian = pro-
fessors, tutorial and exam systems, administration,
SRC bureaucracy — if these dom’l crush ouwr crea-
tivity and questioning, they incorporate and bog us
down, Nowhere do they teach us to participate and
govern ourselves,

The bourgeois universily teaches us to rule — whether
we use technology orfidedlogy. ™

But in a society based on division, it is only a minori-
ty who benefits. Where there is a ruler, there are the
rules. Oppression begets struggle; and in a very par-
ticular way, this contradictory wnity exists in the
universily. The attempt to achieve fixed aims happens
in a contradictory and less-than-coherent way. It is
these cracks that we mustl discover, prise open and
use to our advantage.

If the universily is your lerrain or arena, students are
your ‘base. Into the bourgeois university, they carry
their own charateristics, They come from comfor-
table middle-class backgrounds, sheltered and pri-
viliged. For & months out of the year, for a short 3
or d-year period, they dabble with ideas, and lead
a aoubly isolated life in this_way. Usually they are
white, though this is changing in a profound way that
I'll talk aboutl later,

All these aspects of our background work against us:
fickle, afraid of hard work and adversity, fond of in-
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tellecipalising, used to giving orders rather than re-
ceiving them, with secure futures carved out for us,
it somehow seems that both sfructufe and Constituent
bate reinforce an immutable siluation.

CONTRADICTIONS

Yet oul of this, the student movement has learned to
build and to grow. What sludents have done, is to
turn parts of the unwersity from standing on their
head, back onto their feet, by exploring, exposing
and utdising the contradiction within the university, |
don't want to go into the precise places where you
can locate these contradiclions = n any case, that
needs a much more detailed knowledge of conditions
on each campus. What | rather want to do now, 15
explore how 1o organise su as 1o be more powerful,
I want to pose some questions about ways of getting
yourselves together 1o more successfully move far-
ward Thas i itself will show us the location of many
of the majar cor radctions of interest ta us

The bost way to look at these guestions s 1o move
stryent nto 2 couple of histonca’ Hustrations. (]
try nad to gel carred away by fond memones and
g L1 L L P

Tne firsl guostron | owant 19 ook al o2 0 231 M-
caming peogressve eadership on the compus Thas
can be vlustrated by the exporonces | know best,
actwity in 1975 ’ )

But et me tell 3 story that brings aut 3 few things
About 2 montns after the Sowelo schaoichdd en
Finally broke open a peod of yeas oF submissan,
Cape Town's African townships boegan reactng. On
Augast 11, a voung schooichild was shot dead 2
peaceful demonsiration. Xohile Mossi's death sel
Cape Town buiming, On campus tsetf, after weeks
of discussion and Campagring, 18RY0n Was runmning

high. Penple understood the ssues:al a mass meeting

called on August 12th, pressure w.as strong for stu-
dents to march off-campus to show their support for
the townships, At this point, the moderate president
of a moderate SRC. tried to stall things, by speakwig
his usual boring platitudes. Subsequently, a farge
number of people maiched anyway and were arresl-
ed.

This 15 really where my story comes in. | was de-
tained for 2 weeks and while-in detention, a secur-
ty policeman began reading to me 2 word for word
transcript of the speech I'd made on August 12th.
Then he flipped over the page, to 2 pages ol single-
spaced dense print. Shaking his head he luned
around to me and sad: “That SRC President of
yours; he sure talks a heli of a lot, but he doesn’t
SAY very much does he ™

PROGRESSIVE LEADERSHIP

The point is simply this, it 15 only progressive leader-
ship that really has anything to say to students as a
whole in the South Africa of today. In 76, we were
able to explain whal was happerning in the world out-
side the campus, o show why 1t was no thieal to us,
and to encourage students to take their lead from the
initiatives af the people. These kinds of points made
sense oul of confusion in the minds of most stu-
dents, and turned what could have been seen a5 2
threat into a challenge.

Partly this 15 easier these days, as the state's legitima-
cy erodes daily and its coherence is replaced by vacil-
lating and erratic indecisions. Alsa, the people them-
selves are posing a clearer alternative that includes all
people in a non-racial democratic future. But we
can't just rely on oulside events to keep students
politicised, and nor can we first talk to students in
times of crisis, when we want them 1o attend mass
meelings for aims that only we understand.

To take the cxpenence of '76 again: NUSAS had
helped destroy  itself with alenaling top-heavy
leadershup, and both MNUSAS and the SRC were
firmly in the hands of moderates. In setting up a
pohitical association, 550, a group of people clearly
saw our task 2: reestablishing progressive credibility
on campus. We handed out pamphlets [we were
much more gentec! then) protesting when Koornhof
opencd a conference on academic freedom at UCT;
we jomad in supporting changes to residence rules
fur women, exposing the patnarchal and author.
tarian nature of the pnwersity, we stood for SRC
primanily in order to publicise our views and used it
as a platform 1o talk 1o a vanety of groups;in short,
we tricd to show the campus that we actually
WANTED them 10 hear what we had to say  They
mightl not agree with wus, bul e shill spoke a language
duaelty to them, w1 terms they could respect | think
il weds A% o resalt of thal, that camous a5 a whole
rasponded o magrif:cantly, unde: progressive dwec-
vy, when al tast the tedy began to change n Junce-
August "ThH

CAMP!IE EASL

i ehgn b, ol wou e quang 1o operate on a campus, then
start Bimma 2 oecai faith i yow base, the mass of stu-
dents, By ol means koow ther milations — many
wii! only attend a mass mect.nyg and not 2 foliow-up
SEMINGT COUSt. mMany wilh appedr apathetc and un-
e ested for most of the yea: Bul there s no place
for eymicism ol leadership understands the Limits: of
its basc, and appreciales the necessity for interaction
at whatever leved people are walling (0 contribute.
11 15 anly by mobrisation on 2 mass level, 1n any case,
that you are able 1o reach that smaller group of
people who will commit themselves in a longer-
torm way, Only by working with students as a whole,
will you be able to bring a smalier commitlied group
1o the beliet that the politics of pragressive activily
15 important and worth sustaiming,

This brings oul another lesson of actwity in " /B — we
farled dismally, | think, to pay any attention to this
degpering process that allows organisation 1o be
sustained. We were so0 busy trying tolead campus
a5 a whole, that we paid no attention to consalidating
and developing ow own ranks, |t took Fink Haysom
and 3 years of rebuilding NUSAS 10 really recover
from this error. In a funny kind of way, | think that
people today could benefit from examining Gur mis-
takes carefully

Let’s put of this way, The interaction with campus as
a whole 15 an incredibfle self-educative process. You're
forced 1o define your audience, 10 be clear about
your issues, 1o carefully plan and work through your
strategies. These are guestions that should be con-
cerning all committed student progressives not just a
few leaders. In extending the number of people who
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caonfront these ssues, we will immeasurably streng-
then and build students’ understanding and organisa-
L,

It seems that this s one of the major tasks of leader.
ship. Work at 3 really basie level with those people
who are inferested n learning. ‘Create an atmosphere
and a style of workung in which all can participale.
For example, when you produce a publication, s
major goal need not bé to produce a brilliant once-off
publication. Rather work with a group of people,
gong openly step-by-step through problems afd
ssues. Experiment, make mistakes, and meel to cor-
rect them as part of an ongoing process. This 1
democracy al work — it's far harder for leadership,
far more panstaking and slow, but 1ts the most
strengthening. 1t will build and consohidate — it will
help solve some of the problems with how to involve
the large numbers of people who often-come forward
after campagns. It will also aliow, an increase 10
expenmeniation and creativity as people depend on
themselves for things 1o get done and grow in con-
fidence. And in the long-run, it will produce fine and
stronger democrats for the long struggle ahead

| thunk it's also important to know the limits of one’s
own organisational forms 1o use some jargon. The job
of an SRC 1sn’t that of 2 Wages Comm, 1sn’t that of
the Women's Maovemen?!, isn't that of NUSAS head
olfice. While everybody needs a general undersland.
ing of what's going on, a focus of actwity does in-
fluence and structure the thuings that you see as

important. Ewvery organisation has its own impera-
twwes, that narrow and bhinker f to an extent But
this can be immensely constructve — 11 means that

1the studen! movement as 3 whaoie Pas deep rools in
a vanety of areas. It means there are a vanely of
bases: and «f relationshups are structured carefully,
this can gwe the student movement the ability to
react flexibly: in essence, 1o move across the {erran
ot the yriversity and know 115 boundarics

Let's look at Fattis and Monis in 1979, Today we are
clear what the sigmificance of Fattis and Momis was
11 smashed down any marfow conceptions of whore

the struggle can occur. For the first time in many
years, the communily emerged as a site of struggle.
Links grew between communily and faclory, as twin
aspects of the lives of the oppressed. Links were for.
ged between students and the communily, and be.
tween white and black students. Questions such as
the nature of a boycoll, and ihe power of 3 united
people, were pul clearly on the agenda

It just so happens that these kinds of shifts are
nover Qquite o0 obwvious al the time. Al that time,
m 79, NUSAS and SRC were running an education
campaign thal had been planned long 0 advance.
It was only a small group of studenls, with com-
munity contacts and a perspectwe drawn from ex-
perience of interaction with the communily, who saw
the challenge that was being put forward.

Thew demand was (o cancel part of the lecture pro-
gram on education, and hold a mass meeting about an
off-campus 1ssue. Bul there were objections, Firstly,
the 1ssue didn’t seem generally imporiant | secondly,
people thought the campus wasn't interested 0 mass
meetings, as indicated by the small numbers coming
1o the ecuation program; thiedly, quite reasonably,
the SRC was reluctant o inlersupt a program that fit-
ted together veell

Thare were moments of lension, blackmaid, had
work, preparation and falk i the end, the SRC
reluctantly allowed the ssue to be taken up. The
effects were stunming and changed the whole fabeic
of campus activily., Media became mosne immediate
and direct; umionisls came onto campus; there was
actwe woirk for prople 1o do, there was 2 sense of
power, of purpose, of value n one’s specific role
as a student, and eveniually thore was viclory.

Mow I'm not in any way lLrymng to cntioise the SRC
In fact, once the significance of what was happenming
became apparent, the SRC responsed magnificently.
In the end, 1 was ONLY the SRC that couid expand
and generahise the Faths & Mons campagn on cam-
pus, only the SRC that could speak and act on behalt
of all students. This s the other sde of my point

e —
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at times,.it is only specialised areas that will under-
stand the general significance of specific events ana
changes; but it is necessary for this to be brought to
the attention of progressive students on a wider
basis, and to understand which bodies can take
forward the struggles in the best way.

I'm saying there MUST be 2 kind of tension between
bases-on the campus. For example, Projects Comm.
must be more interested in its 10 new students than
in the general relationship of Head Office with the
wider public. This must be accepted: and then, these
differences must be structured so that they can be
constructive. Democratic co-ordination is needed, but
in which different areas can bring out their specialised
knowledge for the benefit of everyone; and if neces-
sary, it must be possible for a minority to argue
against the opinions of everyone else, so that creativi-
ty, experimentation and flexibility are encouraged.
Once again, we touch at the heart of questions of
democracy, of open debate, of comradely disagree-
ment and of collective responsibilities to each other,
and to the movement as a whole,

| want to end by saying a few words about
more general developmentis on the campuses. H
striges me that we've moved forward” immensely,
In 1976 we were overwhelmed when the UWC
President sent informal and personal encouragement
to us as we demonstrated on De Waal Drive. Today
the AZASQO President directly and officially en.
courages us 1o keep on organising ourselves,

If there are advances, there are also new pressures.
One of these can be seen in a number of different
phenomena that paradoxically have the same general
root, On the one hand, the De Lange Commission
shows quite clearly that a divided education system
cannot be an egual one, and an unequal education
systemn will not produce the graduates of a high
enough calibre to meet the so-called manpower needs
of the developing capitalist system. On the other
hand, the aptly-called White Paper seems to reject
even this mildly reformist program, and pushes for
the extension of university apartheid with the less
aptly-called "Vista® University. At the same time,
universities such as UCT are preparing for a growing
influx of Black students, and giving support to the
most radical departments, because they reckon these
“relevant™ courses will be one way of absorbing and
containing the expected militance of this new intake.

| don' think these disparate reactions are that hard to
understand, There are pressures that cannot be resis-
ted, and there is confusion in the ranks of the rulers,
The liberal universities may attempt to buy off; the
stale may try and partially stem th: tide by con-
tinuing to separate, and of course to repress,

Bul the demands that they are trying 1o blunt are al
the moment, more than ¢can be handled by the tyslem
as it stands. Above all, there are real pressures, from
below, for democratic control of every aspect of
people’s lives. One of the effects is to intensify the
pressures on the campus — we saw a taste of this,
with the anti-Republic and Koornhof mabilisatinng
at Wits,

In particular, black students are coming out of com-
munities with growing self-awareness, organisation
i —

‘Students ‘part
of struggle’

Stafl Reporier

THE student movemeni muil
alwavs attempt to further de-
mocracy and democratic or-
gamization an  all  its
activities and prepare a path
which "moves alonpside and
with the people”

Speaking lo delegates al
the annual Nusa: Congress
# UCT on “Student amifia-
tives in the universities”, Mr
Graeme Bloch said student
politics was one of the most
important traimng  grounds
for “future democralts”

Mr Bloch, who was recent-
Iv unbanned. dedicated his
talk to the hanned Nusas
president. Mr Andrew Hor-
ane, saving “Stand Nirm.
Andrew. and know that we
are with you Uur greatest
cantribulion 10 vour own
frovdom will be b conbinue
with ithe strugefe that s stell
wours, o buld a (ree, demo-
cral Soulh Alnica

Faving irmbuie o Mr Bor-
amne was plse a wav of pay-
A Fibule fo the sludent
movement as Cin bhe Pl
fow waairs i partwular. Nu
s3% Mas answered the chal-
fenge the people have pul
front of i~

Proud place

He said if was dAnees=ary
Tor hom Bor Bkl Swusas ool e
prowd place vou Greimpy 1o
day 1 the broad demess raloe
movement™

“That while siudents and
thear fi."bfl'i("ﬂ‘.'ill'-'ﬂ‘ CRFEai -
rations can stand side by
st with ihe finest of (he
frengele < GrEanizalinns them-
selves, 15 a fithing indication
of the success of yvour work

=

and the importance of the
student movement ™

Students had an important
contribulion o make in the
“struggle of the broad demo.
cratic front”, whether it be
through intelleciual, mate-
rial and symbolic support or
by mobilizing other students
and recruiting them inta the
“demorratic ranks".

Al the same Lime. close
links should be maintained
wilh “eommunity siruggles”,
understanding the condi-
tions under which mos(
Sauth Africans live o get a
feel “Tor the texture and Fab-

rie of the lives of the
Masses |
‘Exploiters’

Unoversity degrees should
not be seen 3% an cnirance
certificate (o the ranks of
the “exploiters” bul rather
as a lool for wnderstanding
and changing Sewth African
soriely

The knowledge thus
pained should not be wsed 0
am elitist wav, bel showld
rather take direction froim
the “people s sirogpies and
the needs of the country

He condemned the dive:
sion which capitalism cre
aled between mental and
manual labour, separaling
imtellectuals and techarcally
skilled persons (rom the
masses This division ey
talbly fed to an elinesm which
divided soeely into rich and
faliilg

In a similar fashion. the
Wierarchical nature of 1he
unmversity meldated seainst
collective action, “crushing
erealivily and guestisning

Cape Femes 3712/81.

and power. They're putting forward these elements
on the campuses themse'ves, and will increasingly
do so i the future,

This will pul immense demands on the student move.
ment as @ whole to react consistently, . courageously
and with careful planning and follow-through. We're
going to have tlo examine really carefully how we can
push forward demands in every site on campus
how we can extend and develop our aclivities and
contributions. As the wniversity ilsell strains under

the pressures, we must also show up its own inade-

quacies, and more aggressively pul forward our own
vision of the kind of university that could cope with
the people’s damands. We need to shift the debate
about the universities much more onio our own
ground, and we need to take the universities on by
concretely organising to expose its inadequacies,
We need to make specific demands on the univer.
sity and push these forward, to link our own par-
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Nusas vote
to support

workers

SiafT Reparier
THE mesi impertani siruggle
in Sewth Africa was that of
the working clasi. delegaies
o the Nosas Congress af U'CT
were lold last might

Motivaling a3 melion con-
demning ~Stale repression wof
trade unlonisis™ amd the on
willingmess of employers Lo
negoliale with wnaregistered
uniens in (he Esstern Cape. 2
UCT delegate. Mis Margasi
Linm. said il wai imparisni
that siodenis “aligm them-
selves with pregressive mave-
menis”,

The malien.. which was
adopled unamimously. noted
the “rapid growth of the non-
recial and indepradent (rade
gnion movemeni in ihe Easi-
ern Cape”. particularly that
of the Sewlth African Allied
Workers LUnien Saawu

However. repealed dolen:
tens and “represston of trade
unisnisls and werkers” con
tinwed to lake place

The molisn said the “work-
ers’ sirugele is ceniral o the
broad sirugele for a deme
cratic Seath Africa and
workers had the right “le or
ganite ihemselves free from
ihe harassment of the =iale
and management .

Nusss fupreswed Ccomlin- o
wed suppert for the workers s .f
and their demacratically-
elecied represenlalives’

<
>
e

b
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FLora M hlagmalkilu G area

vae ¢ f il Maal dhae wa o Proney wad Eoanibea ¢ "aased, e a0l

ticular site with the struggles that are laking place

al all levels, amongst all sectors, n South Africa
today.
The struggles that wall invoive you, a5 the student

movement, are mmensély exciting. They e m.
mensely important. I'm sute you also know how
dangerous they can be. You are called upon fo
display seif-sacrifice and commutment of a guaie
tatively new kind. If we are on the road to a sociely
mn which the people will govern, were aiso on the
most difficult and dangerous stretch. There wili be
casualties: and 4 gwes me a feeling of strength to
know that despite thes, and fully aware ot o, you as
2 student movement are prepared 1o meel this chai-
enge

My fust 1eal radcalising “experinde’ | Or 3wdoness
of a pohtical event, was when police beal i the
heads of UCT students on 51 Geaige's Catnedial o
1972, and | also was aware of the demands of e
black consciousness movement (O Go atqre, 18 weas
only four years later, thal a genorabaon orovs
moulded on Sowe* vand g Icssons. Man o ot you
here will probabh, ™ emember the cffects of Soeccto
while you were at school, and it s that expenenge
thad perhaps helped launch yvou on a path that moves
dlongside and with the people Those wha aove on

campus next year well prbably not remember a penod
when there have nol been popular struggles on a mass
level, by people highting 1o sieze control of the day-
toeday aspects that affect thes hives

I poond these thangs oul, Decawse 11 stokes me what a
vapdly changing peniod welre Leng through, and it
strilkes me how much moe the studenl movement
of today s forged w the knowviledge of this wide-
ranging propie’s struggic,

I we are tallong abowt ways of jepming from gach
oiher, of welre tlailking of 5lrrfitg:i4--'| nf wach other,
of buwilching a umily eugh - sthraggie M g
vdtlwwlae arenas, ol we'ng
that each part of the

fivetl
AWl BENESS
fepends on the

lalkmg of an
MavEimee]

olhors, then s also avgnwetant to koow that SR
il ooy b Bedaese G6f werme gagee, abisteact i
THL

Albove abl, ot g the comgrete ovoapawng power of
the propic, the wshiee ol ke cause and The Lo
edge that s alsn our cause That wasles ws n Ths
straggle and doves ws fooward Theie s a prde n
knowing that we have - place 1o Hl, and MUSAS anrd
the studen! movement as a winole can be justifiably
argud of the way o which you have risen (o thae

tlaglip M
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Mike is NUSAS Research Officer for 1982. He

Mike
Evans

studied at UCT from 1977— 1980 where he com-
pleted his honours degree in CAGL. He has been
involved in SSD, YCS (Young Christian Students) .
and the Labour Research Committee (LRC). In
1981 he was employed as research officer for the
Cape Town branch of the LRC’

Students and the broader

community

| have been asked to address you today on the subject
“Students and the Broader Community” — on white
student involvement in community issues, on the pro-
blems related to this involvement and on the limita-
tions of student action. But first, let me say some-
thing of my own limitations. :

This talk, to a large extent 15 based on discussions
with students from the different campuses. | myself
have not been directly involved in any of the major
off-campus events or issues in which students have
played some role this year. As a result, | have had to
rely on other peoples experiences and their analyses
of particular situations.

| have also had to rely on examples from the Western
Cape to a greater extent than | would have liked.
MNevertheless, | feel that the student community as a
whole can learn a great deal from the localised ex-
periences of particular campuses.

Lastly, there are areas of student involvement which
| have largely ignored. Most significant of these, is
student involvement in overtly political campaigns
_=— particularly the Free Mandela campaign, the anti-
Republic Day campaign and the recent anti-5AIC
campaign,

A. INTRODUCTION

Before discussing the specifics of student involvement
in the community, | want to make one point which
situates what | have to say alongside Graeme’s talk
of yesterday.

Graeme essentially dealt with oranisation and involve-
ment within the university. And although my focus
i an afforamnie student involvement, | want 1o stress

—_

that | see solid on-campus organisation as at least as
important as community involvement._Indeed, the 2
are directly related: on-campus organisation requires
an understanding of the dynamics of the broader
struggle, while off-campus involvement requires
a solid organisational base on campus,

| stress this because there has over the past year been
a slight tendency on some campuses to see what's
happening off-campus as “"the real struggle.” Campus
then comes to be seen as little more than a training
ground for future “relevant involvement” off-campus.
| would argue that this positon (i.e., that activities
should take the shortest route to off-campus involve-
ment) is both theoretically and strategically inade-
quate.

It is theoretically inadequate because it sees the strug-
gle for a free and democratic South Africa as some-
thing which happens "out there™, and ignores campus
as awvery definite site-of struggle. :

And it 15 strategically imadequate because il ignores
the importance of exploiting contradictions within
the power structure in order to further the struggle.
One of these contradictons relates to the fact that
most white males have to spend 4 years in the de-
fence force fighting for a cause in which they don't
necessarily believe.

On the liberal campuses themselves very definite con-
tradictions exisl. The university structure allows the
student I::rm:['f very little power, residence laws are
outdated and sexist and the education provided
generaily prepares one to play a dominant role in
sociely, Around these and other issues struggles have
been, and can be fought. As Graeme said yesterday,
we need to “prize open the cracks.”
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B. HISTORY

Having said that, and in a sense situated my own posi-
tion, | want to move on to examine briefly the last
decade of off-campus student involvement, Here, 3
phases can be distinguished.

1. Early 1970s

The first phase covers the period from 1971 until
about 1976. In 1971 the first Wages Commission was
established in Durban by a small group of committed
activists. Similar bodies were set up at Wits and UCT,
and all three took the decision to involve themselves
directly in the labour field. Over the next few years
these students, working together with older unionists
and some academics were instrumental in establishing
trade unions and worker advice bureaux.

It was in Durban that students played the greatest
role. The Wages Comm did research into the wages
and working conditions of campus workers and other
employees in the area; pamphlets and workers’ news-
papers were put out, worker education was organised
and a workers® benefit society was established, At the
same time some students got directly involved in or-
ganisational work in what were later to become the
TUACC unions (Trade Union Advisory and Co-
Ordinating Council, which was later to affiliate to
FOSATU).

However, there were definite limitations to this type
of invelvement. The main prablem related to the fact
that the process of involvement was dominated by a
small core of activists. There was little attempt to
develop a mass base on campus, although it must be
added that the establishment of any mass support
base during that period would have been far more
difficult than today. Students af.a whole were less
pbliticised, and their complacency had yet to be
shaken by the mass uprisings of 1976/7.

The dominant role of a few core activists not only
had the effect of failing to penetrate or even in-
fluence campus as a whole, but it also opened the
way to heavy state repression. The bannings in 1973
anéLm and intimidation, had
the effect of destroying ongoing involvement, since

new leaders and new activists were not being pro-
duced from within the student movement.

A second problem resulting from this early student
involvement in the labour field relates to the stu-
dents’ own analysis of their position in society. Al-
though they did play a very important role in setling
“up working class organisations where none previously
dxisted, there was a failure on the part of some stu-
dents to recognise the necessity for working class
leadership to develop out of the working class itself.
As a result, relationships of dependence were in some
cases established, The problem of dependenge was
compounded by the fact that for long periods of
the year students were inactive or at least less com-
mitted due to exams, vacs elc.

2. 1977 —1979

The second phase runs from 1976/7 to early 1979,
This was a period of consolidation for the progressive
white student movement. The emphasis was on build.-

ing campus organisation and support, developing new
leaders and sophisticating students analysis both of
society as a whole and of their positon in society.

While there was little off-campus involvermnent during
this period, the process of consolidation meant that
when off-campus links began to be forged from 1979
onwards, this occurred from a position .of greater
strength than was the case in 1971. Not only was the
organisational base on the campuses far stronger, but
also white stddents as a whole had a far clearer under-
standing of their own role in the struggle for a demo-
cratic South Africa.

3. 1979 — 1980

The trigger for off-campus student involvement was
the Fatti's and Moni's strike of 1979, Although the
strike was relatively small (only BB workers initially)
and Cape Town based, it had important implications
for the student movement nationally. Throughout
the country progressive students boycotted Fatti's
and Moni's products for 6§ months and raised funds
for the strikers. Equally important as far as the stu-
dent movement was concerned, were the lengthy
discussions and debates about the role of students
in off-campus struggles.

In Cape Town, white students involved themselves
directly in a community issue for the first time in
many years, Together with students from UWC and
from some black high schools, over a hundred white
democrals took part in a blitz on penisula supermar-
kets, They packed trolleys with Fatti's and Moni's
products and refused to pay for them at the tills.
They stuck “boycott Fatti's and Moni's™” stickers
on Fatti's products and left trolleys of pasta standing
around in the aisles,

The Fatti's and Moni's strike (and boycott) was thus
an extremely important event in the history of white
student involvement, for not only did it represent a
very definite change in direction, but it alse opened
up imporlant channels. of communication between
white students and the oppressed communities.

These links were to be further strengthened in the
following wyear, 1980. It is important always to
examine student involvement in the community in
the context of the changing dynamics of struggle in
society as a whole. In this regard 1980 was the year
in which the militance and unity of the oppressed
masses reached greater heights than in any of the
previous 20 years. Sirikes, bus boycotts, the massive
school boycott and political campaigns (such as the
Free Mandela Campaign) occurred throughout the
country, Whereas in 1976 the uprisings were domima-
ted by the students, 1980 saw all the popular classes
unite in struggle against the apartheid state.

And it was during the meat sirike {and subsequent
boycott) that student involvement in the communi-
ty reached new levels. As with the Fatti's and Moni's
boycolt, students again played a key role in fund-
raising, but now new areas of involvement were
opened up. In the Western Cape, with community
organisation still in its embryonic stages, students
were required to give a certain amount of initiative
in the area of writing pamphlets, printing, etc. This
was at least partly a result of the General Workers

““
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Urmnion actwvely drawing students in on the Support
Committee, n a far more direct way, than was the
case with Fatti's and Moni's. This more direct involve-
ment of students became particularly important when
the state cracked down on labour, student and com-

munity leaders,

On UCT campus as well, the meat boycottl saw stu-
dents playing an expanded role. Over 50 people regu-
larly altended Support Commuittee meetings, and a
number of fairly successful mass meetings were held.

In other areas, the Meat 5trike saw the concretisation
of links with the community. Whereas the Fatti's and
Mani's boycott had served mainiy {o open up new
areas of discussion, the Meat boycott saw students
playing a more wolved role. In Johannesburg, for
example, concerls ofganised by RAM (Hock Againsl
Management) were used both [0 raise funds and in-
Creasd awarneness

C. 1981 INCREASED COMMUNITY INVOLVE-

MENT

Having examined in a very scanty fashion the recent
history of student wolvement 1n the broader com-
munity, | ward {0 discuss in a bitie more depth some

of the actwites of the past year.

e ee——————————————————————————————————————.

1. Wilson Rownlrees

And here | will begin with what is in some senses the
most significant strike of the year, the Wilson Rown-
trees stnike. Once again, my focus 15 largely on the
Western Cape.

Since most people here will be aware of the various
ways n owhich studenis expressed thesr support, |
am going 1o focus exclusively on the problems faced
by white students at UCT.

The first problem related to the suspicion with which
saome community groups viewed white student in-
volvernent, Whatever the bawus for such suspicion —
in other words whether it resulted from genuine ex-
periences of white domination, adventurism, fickle-
rness ete . or whelher f was a manifestation of 3 cer-
tam racism — the fact remains that the suspicion was
real. And the result was that white students had to be
extremely sensilive so as not 10 antagonise potential
support bases for the boycott,

A second and related problem relates to the role that
white students played on the Support Commitiee,
1980, as | have said, saw the mass involvement of
commurity groups n the meat boycott. In 1981,
however, many communily groups were actively con-
solidating and organising at a grassroots level. Most of
them fherefore did mnot fake wp the Wilson Rown.
trees boycoll with the same vigour as they had the
meat boycotl, Thus after 2 months students were
forced 1o play a very crucial role, particularly as far
as printing was concerned, Given the students ready
dccess o a prnting press, this was acceptable: but
what also happened was thalt often students came to
dominate the writing of the pamphlets as well, Tasks
such as the production of cartoons and posters,
which might well have been handled in the communi.
ty. began to be carried out by white students, As 3
result white democrats in Cape Town to some ex-
tent controiled both the mental and manual side of
a key aspect of the boycott.

A final problem relates to the way the boycott was
taken up on the UCT campus. Here the main initia-
tive and energy was put into the producthion of
pamphlets and posters, and nol into the issue itself.
As a result ways of bringing the Wilson Rownlrees
issue directly on to Campus were ignored till quite
recently when sweetl raids and guernilla theatre were
organised so as (o challenge the student body

One area 1n which UCT students might have partici.
pated to a greater extenl was in ther own white
communily. In Johannesburg, for example, guerilla
theatre was done in the middlé of lown, streets were
pamphleteered and schools, youth groups, Habormm
qroups, elc. were challenged to lake up the boycotl,

This last problem raises the question of the basis of
student support for community struggles. Our basis
of power should nol be through our contral of skills
and resources, but through our abilily lo take up
issues on campus, If the former is our basis of power,
then we serve only to-perpetuate the mental/manoaal
divisions which characterise our society.

Before leaving discussion of studenl involvement in
the labour sphere, | want 1o refer 1o a couple of the



questions raised yesterday concerning boycotts in
general, student firade union relations, etc.

Firstly, and as Graeme suggested yeslerday, the stu-
dent movement does have a certain autonomy when
it comes to decision-making. This is not to suggest
that students should act on their own initiative, or
that they should decide on their own whether to re-
pond to community needs; rather, it is to suggest
that each off-campus involvement should be con-
sidered not only in terms of the dynamics of the
community, but also in terms of the internal dyna-
mics of the university itself,

In this regard it becomes important for constructive
discussions to take place between student groups and
labour and community leaders, and for the latter to
realise the limitations of on-campus organisation,
Such disscussions have taken place in 2 number of
centres this pasl year.

Secondly, response to community issues can lake
place on a2 number of levels, There is, for example, a
definite distinction betweeen an expression of sup-
port and solidarity on the one hand, and active or-
ganisation on the other. To site an example: this year
the Wilson Rowntrees boycott was taken up by pro-
gressives on all the campuses. Now if another boycott
had been initiated by a 2nd trade union, students
would have had to debate the feasibility of taking up
such a boycott. And if they decided that it was un-
strategic to take it up, they might simply have passed
a motion expressing solidarity, withoul committing
themselves to active involvement.

‘2. Nyanga Bush, etc.

We move now to a totally different type of student
involverment, and | refer here to the type of involve-
ment where the primary-demand is for immediate
relief work, The obvious example of this is the recent
MNyanga Bush situation in Cape Town, where over a

thousand people squatting alongside the Nyanga °

Administration Board offices, had their homes de-
molished and were deported to the Transkei. There
is no time to examine this incredibly complex issue
in any sort of depth, and so here | am merely going to
take up 2 couple of guestions relating to student
invalvement in the issue, Once again, though, there
are no clear-cul amswers to these issues. A number of
people in Cape Town are reviewing the whole ques-
tion of progressive involvement in the Nyanga Bush
issue in some depth. This process of structured re-
view is an important one, and could, | believe, be
advantageously implemented in the student move-
ment on a more organised scale than it generally is.

The fundamental problem which confronted progres-
sives in the Nyanga Bush issue was the total absence
of strong community groups alongside which they
could measure their involvement. As a result, invalve-
ment in the issue was characterised by confusion
rather than by sure direction.

The problems began with the early intervention of a
couple of opportunistic community workers, who
helped set up a 'Bush Committee’, which was sup-
posedly the body representative of the squatters.
Unfortunately, however, the ‘Bush Committee’ was
entirely male-dominated and allegedly consisted of

people who were not themselves threatened with de-
portation. Most, if not all of them had permanént
rights to remain in the urban area, and lived in the
adjacent townships. They were therefore not the
democratic representatives of the Bush people.

The support work was soon taken up by 2 groups of
people. An emergency committee consisting of repre-
sentatives from churches and from liberal groups such
as the Womens Movement for Peace was established
to organise and co-ordinate relief work. This group
headed by two bishops, was able to mobilise the
largely white liberal community to supply food,
clothing, fire wood, blankets and shelter,

A second broad support committee was established
on the initiative of the United Women's Organisation.
This group had the potential to give some sort of lead
in the crisis, but it was unable to do so, Firstly, it
failed to receive the support of a community which
was already actively involved in the Wilson Rowntree
and Leyland strikes. And secondly, it was not recog-
nised by the Bush Committee, which, however un-
democratic, was the only channel for relief,

It was in this situation of extreme confusion that
progressive students responded. Clearly the demand
was for supplies, yet the only channel for the pro-
vision of these was the liberal-dominated emergency
committee and the Bush Committee, which was
allegedly selling off supplies and distributing them
uneguitably.

All this raises once again the limitations of relief or
charity work, The Emergency Committee argued con-
sistently that their involvement was solely moral and
humanitarian, and not political. This, | would arque,
15 the wrong basis from which to participate in relief
worky, for it fails to take account of the nature of
South African society. By regarding the issue as a-
political, the emergency committee ignored the fact
thal the Nyanga Bush situation was not an individual
isolated problem. It was directly related to the in-
adequate provision of housing in the Western Cape,
and to the migrant labour system with its influx
control, pass laws and “independent homelands™:
in short to the whole economic and political fabric of
our society. The struggle then, to remain in the
Western Cape needed to be seen as a possible short-
term wvictory in the context of other long-term
demands,

All this is not to arque against relief work. Clothes,
food, money etc. are often needed by the victims

‘of state repression. And seen as a means, charity can

perhaps provide people with the necessities needed
to continue o wage a struggle. But if seen as an end
i itself, charity will in the long run only serve to
create relations of dependency between the donor
and the recipient, and will fail entirely to provide
permanent or comprehensive solutions,

But what does all this mean for the student move-
ment? It 15 very probable that situations like Nyanga
will occur and re-occur, where there s a lack of
leadership from the community, and intervention
dominated by liberals. Indeed, the recent Kliptown
evictions in the Transvaal were characterised by
similar problems. Here | can only provide a few word-
of warning.

e —————————,——————— 1
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LT delegaters 7 @a from,

Fustly, we should not rush o unthinkingly. At the
early stages of the Nyanga Bush ¢risis the call came
for whites 10 rush down and take the names of (hose
threatened wilth evictwon, Few stopped to Query
where Lhe call had come from, why names were baing
taken, and what problems would resull from the huge
lahguage BF ners. Owver-hasty acton can deslroy
popular it atve

We should try 1o ensure that the provision of supplhes
15 organised and co-ordinated n the best manner
posuible. Indmwidual, disperate achions can more
eauly be crushed or intercepted by the state. For
example, a lot of the firewood collected and taken
mdmndually 1o the Nyanga Bush camp was collected
and burnt by BAAB officials. Furthermare, without
co-ordnation, food can easly be wasted and clathing
and other supphes ineguitably distributed

We should guard aganst adventurism.  Indwidual
inferventomist achion often does Litlle more than
reqinforce relatvons of dependency

Finally, and most important, we should ensure that
issues ke Nyanga Bush and Klhiptown are taken up
as pohtwcal ssues on campus We should ensure that
as broad a group 2s possible 5 drawn i on discus-
sions. We should examinge n depth (3% students al
UCT did) the sssues themselves, the context in which
they occur and related questons of political strategy
And as 've sad already, we should use the issue itself
rather than our skills and resources, as the basis for
our swpport. In this way even ! the batlle agains!
demoalilion g lost, long-term gains can stdl have been
made

3 Olgaﬂ-wd Communily 'S.tlul.‘_Jql-E'g,

So far we've examined various types of student in-
volvement in and with the community. We've looked
at relef work and s limitations, al issue-orientated
and sohdarity work such as boycotts, and we've
menbwoned brefly direct orgamisatonal involvement

We've also mentioned didfferent rales of students —
a maternal role through {he ‘provision of skills and
resources, and an deological role, through attempts
to pohbose and creals awareness

But theore are 2 further areas of student invotvement
on which | want to focus. The furst s our rclation to
orgamised, local commurily struggles What s owr
rale on communily struggies around rents, [ownshp
amemties or the due date of ecctncty? | would
argue thal in these cases our role i an exliemely
hmoted one. I would be arrogant and oppariunstc
Toar any whete to beleve that he or she could play any
direct role 1n a local struggle of an oppressed com.
miraly  wniess dereclly requesied o do so by the
coammunity invoived

One occasion when campus support was called on
by the communily was o the recent rent and rale

. struggles on Durban., At the request of the Durban

Housing Action Commattee (DHAC), white stu-
dents were able 10 play a supportalwe role by Belpinyg
wvath  the printing and laymng out of pamphiets,
making statements al mass meelings 0 an atiempl
to influence the Durban City Council, by petitioning
thie while electorate lor supporl, and by orgas sing
surveys i owhite areas so as 1o document the racst
practices of the City Council. 11 s important 10 ém-
phavse that theg anvolvemenl was Hhased on the sold
channels of communicalion belween The cormmumily
organsalon and indwsduals on Durban campius

4 RHesearch and Public alvons

This Durban example relates 1o the final type of
mvolvernent | wanl 1o menbion, namely feseach
and publicalaans

These areas of mnvolvement have hstonically bheen
dominated by white democrals, largely  becaus?
we've had the ime and the educational and research
skills necessary. Very recently, though, commuonily
groups- have come 1o emphasise that f the mental

B e

22



#

manual divide is to be broken down, black pro-
gressives must play tfis role too. As such, | would
argue that the research role for white progressives is
a dimimishing one, as community groups are slowly
_establishing thewr own research unils, resource centres
and printing presses, Nevertheless, | believe thal there
15 still a very definite role for the committed white
intelleciual who is prepared to conduct research in
response to the needs of the community. At the same
time a sociabist attitude to research 8 important,
whereby the findings and the research skills are
passed on.

There w5 alsa shil a very definite role for anterven:
tromist journalism, where while studenls comment
critically on the wssues of the day. Bu! agan, there
are defimite guidehines which, | beheve, need to be
achered to. Especeally when dealing wilh sensto:
commumty  and labowrs issues LThe journabiste s
search needs *o be rgorous, acceswibic and well
informed. Criticesm should be conveyed in a stvle
which 15 nosther aragant nor dogmatc, and unneces.
sary labe's shou'd bo avorded Qe sucn "abe! ny the
term “pragicssve” There s fon ex2mpie, a fendency
in some stadert £ org'cy, to faber SAAWU as a T
gressive trace wroan hat not FOSATU The, sot
of labginmi, brediy peng nsensitwe and of ne
theorctica o+ practcal waluf, 250 wagmes vy
delimite ¢osbagwiers W ihs 2 goumeng Lk

FOSATU

D CONCLUSION PLENPSASING THE LIMITA.
TIOMS

Im the Tt gegtare o ey taw oot te draw
togeing: &ng co-en.phidset 30ma i ke arlatices
of stugent ewgiveme=t oo the sbegdie Communily,

o which | have a-cady refoned e atuded

One tmtaton 1ciates 10 1he wey ced racal did-
ferences whoaoh rhasacte st oue s0Cwty | atiuded
io thes whern | sefaopd to the susincinn weth which
some communidy peope v awed the avolyvemend
of whiles or the Woeson Rownatrees Supput Com-
mtier What & moortant s foe ous 25 owhile sfu-
denats and while aemoordls (¢ understang our strug-
tural pottion o sociely -0 socaally, pohtgally,
economically, cultura y, cducalianally. ole

| am not arguing 1hal we musl mvoive ourscives in
any situator from a pos:ton of extieme guill, bu!
I am saying that we musl rcCcognise, 0 all semsilivily,
our own part.cular base. We, as whites, have not been
subject 1o the same aws 2¢ blacks. Nor have we been
educated under the same system, and we have lwerd
in very different areas, | we understand theg, then v
can aiso understand why ot 15 30 easy lor us to donue
nale and engage n maipuiat we pobihics

And follow.nz hrom this, | want lo quote from an
article i the recent ssue of WIP

“Whilst ¢ would be narrow Lo argue that one must
be poor or black 10 understand the social dynamics
of poverty and cppression we must acknowledge
that the white democrat [usually an intellectual)
whose life-style and daily experience i5 remote
irom that of the oppressed, will have difficulty in
formutating policies of struggle for the oppressed.

M

Despite recent statements and actions 1. somme
individuals . . . we cannot say that black co:scious-
ness is simply false consciousness. IU s rol! It
emerges from real conditions of racial oppre.aion,
which we ignore at our peril,”

Secondly, we need to be aware of the dange: f
“playing at black palitics”, to put it crudely, Com g
from outside into a situation of which we are nut
orgamically part, can create problems. It would be very
casy for us to - unawares . aid one faction or
alliamee n the communily against another, We thus
necd 1o be as aware as possible of community activie
iy. In this regard, a thorough reading of publications
ke WIP, Social Review, SASPU National, the Labour
Bulletin and local newspapers like Grassroots, The
Eve anag Ukusa can help increase 1his awareness.

Trirdly  let me re-emphasise the need for us as white
democrats {or, in fact, for all intellectuals) to attempt
consciously 1o break down menlalfmanual dwvisions
by passng on skills and guarding against dominalion,
Choe shells, 1osources and our education should not be
useel as bases for bargaining. They do give us rele-
vance, but they also give us the potential to control,

Fonally, | want lo return to my first point, namely
that withoul a strong orgamisational base on campus,
wothout struciures and channels which allow for the
grealest nternal democracy possible, our off-campus
smenlvment loses much of ils potential. With solid
rampus Orgamisation and wilh real Taith m our Base,
utf-campus invalvement can lake on it full meaning.

Warning on need
for discussion

SialT Reporter

STUDENTS need to build
strong democratic organs

they might "simply have
passed 3 molioh CHPressing
salhidarity withoul commil-

tions on thoir own CAmMpus
before they hecome involved
in off-campus communify 1.
sues, he MusEs COMErcss was
told this woerk

Speaking on CS1udents and
the broader communily’ . a
iy lahour rescarcher. Mi
Michael Evans sawd il was
impartant thast pslepth dis
cussion ook place between
students and labour and
communily leaders

Thiz would wnerecase the
understipnding students need
of commumils issues and gl
the same Lomoe sislorny balaour
and eommunily leaders
gkl the himitabiens ploced
an students

Ciling 1the im:ﬁ.‘lltl wl Wil
son-Howniree preducts dlar
ed by the Soulh Alfrican
Allwed Workers' Union. he
said that o a second union
wnitiated a separale boveotl
of a dilferent product. the
practecality of it being Laken
up by studenis would have
o be carefully examined

would be “‘umnsirategic’ n
view of therr himilations,

Capr Timeg 3f12781

it students decided this

ting themselves le active e
valvemont™

Similarly. the ssue ol
squalier removals  al
“hyanga HBush™ earher this
year had pused problems for
the student movement The
mere provision of reliel an
the Torm of bBlankels. clolh-
ing and food was charily,
and trealed (he Issue on
moral. not political grounds

“Myanga Hush' was in Tact
a prollem retated 1o the
“whoule ecenomic and polite
val labric of aur soeiely | on
cluding tThe pass laws,
magrant lalowr and the mad-
equale prosisoen of housing

He sard he was nol arguing
against relhwl work or char-
ity as these were olten need-
ed by the wvichims nf slale
reEpression

“Bul of seen as un end A
itsell. charsty waill m the
long run only seroe B creale
relanons of dependence be
tween the doner and 1he P
coprent and will fail entirely
te provide permanent or
comprehensive  solulions,
bhe said




SA Yuuth Foundation invitation refused

Education Reporie

HACKLES rose at the
Musas congress last night
a: stodents  debated a
motion on a6  (ovitatien
from the South  Adncan
Yoanth Foundation 1o
aftend & leadership seme
nar

The foundafion v pfo-
ject of Inkatha Yeuth and
the Unpiversity of Stellen-
biosch.

Twa of its four trusteess,
Mr Fran: Roelofse and Mr
Mie Koarnhof, wefd mém-
bers of the Stellenbosch
SRC which reported SiUFS
of Wris Student and Var-
sttv 1o ke Publications
Control Beard.

The Wils istuse wit Ban-
ned, as were all future
editana af YVarmty shoTily
aftrraards

Nusas
attacks
education
inquiry

Educatien Reporier

THE cengrest of  the
MNational Urion of South
African Students (Nums)
hat condemned the De
Lange commiites of In-
guiry inta edueationh X§ 2
body sel up "to investigale
wavs of improving ke
sgtuation in South .i_.fni:i.
in thie Siate's mnterest

1n 'a motion  passed
unanimously yesterday.
Wosat noted the Siaies
jnereased interest im Enge
lish-speaking asd black
yriveriities gz a resalt of
student mction and Its e
solve to meet the skilled
labour shortage by m
Broving teriafy edumiion
for blacks.

Parliament had passed
the Visis Universaly Ag
which made provision fof
a techmical form of tef
tiary education for blacks.

CONDITIONS

The State had 4#f up the
De Lange commities and
threateped o retard the
g‘l"l:l'\r‘l.h ef universiiies ta
pul pressore on wANveTIIlY
sdminnsiraions 19 coniesd
'progressive’ academics

Smudents beliered
Faducation fesds 1o Lake
gocount of the malenal
conditiens in South Afnca
amd must coalrbute to the
realitation  of = an equal
and democTatic foinely

The mn'ae-u- decided "o
expose and acl  amamst
attempts by the State to
imcrease their comtrol over
te unrversityt

1hat

Inkatka 'impls', it ix
claimed, mssa ted puplls
durneg the schoal bayeotis
and & l.:{.‘]' Ftudenis on
CAmDus  during protests
aga.mst  the unlverslty's
I30-vear anITErsAry oele-
bratiang.

The fotewords 1o the
Eemindr progrimime Wers
wrillen by Dr Piet Koor-
nhol, Mimster of Cogpera-
tion and Development, and
Chirf Gatsha Buthelezi,

Wits delegate Mr
Jeremi Clark =nid Dr
Keomho! represzented ithe
Cabinet responsible for
delzining and Banning stu-
dent  leaders, incloding
Eammy Adelman and
Andrew Borame, ax well
ar oauslng uotold misery
thraugh 1% erploiative
labour policy.

A delegate paked: "How
caf. we o lo x leadershup

Efuaation Reperior

THE greatest hindrances
ta  democracy In South
Africa are the white pro
ducts of an suthoritarl
sociefy who are Indie o
lised, thrust into de s0m-
making and forced *o com-
pete by the mwem in
which they live,
Suggestions en how o
funlearn’ this secialisation
formed part of an address
hy Avril Joffe, talking on

Exploting Democratic
ﬂ'l.'ll.l'l:ll.l‘ubl'l atk The
~atlemal Unlon  of Stu-

dents anmual congress last
night.

Miss Joffe = & junior
lecturer in the UCT soclals
oy depariment.

COMMITHENT

Democracy meany
breaking down this sociali-
satten [1 eequires discip-
lined and energetic com-
mitment o working o

gether for a democratic
future” she gaid,

The breaking dawn pri-
ceds could take place in
the heame, learning how to
run  the family  without
relving on roles. The prin-
ciples of democracy eould
apply  n schools  and
should be practised in
groups such as  student,
vouth and women's organi-
satlons,

White democrats had u
iriple alienation when
fighting for & more equit-
able sociely.

"We are not working
rlass, We are unable fo
make sense of white poli-
ises 1n parliamentary form
ard as intellectuals we are
alienated *

REALITY

While whites should e
rognise  that they wers
working in & fundamen-
tatly different socisly
from  blacks, ther shouald
bear in mipd that demoe-
racy ai the alternative te
ithe apartheid state must
ariie from the

Unity came from com-
mon  scUvity and -
volvement and ihe sirug.
gle towards demorreey

conference  without
democratically -In:ui
leaders?’

", |'|.1.'|Il|1: Cm!#“m*

could nul alipn themerives
witk  "those whe alimm
thsmselves with Pretoria”

A wiudent sald: ‘Chiel
Buthelez: i3 net just a
puppet of Pretoria bul a
political spportunist,

hiz seminar 1@ an
attempt to co-opl progres
slre people inte themr sys-
tem and make the seminar
appear represantative of
all eampuses®

Both Dr EKeormhoef and
::m-_-::' dauthelun b
aftacked ‘progreisive”
dﬂru publicly, the student
sala,

Thers was #yma Fuppert
for mnding & Wusas obaer-
ver io make comact with
tha conmrvalive gFroups

ﬂl!‘lﬂnﬂ‘lﬂim

. by far the
maj folt Oami
ance il_'“ﬂl;i
Teca Hasas had

muined in the broad mrug-
gle for democracy and
that contact for i own
sake was worthiess,

Congresa rescived that
Aag unrversiny affilisted to
Musss should send dele-
gates to the seminet, and
that it would encourape
ather universities to fol-
lowr pult.

It wounld xlss Inferm the
fougdation of the reason
for e refusal.

The wolion wes pased

br fewr wsotes with frve
abatentions,
@ The invitationz were
et sant fo campus 3RCi
hut o university adminit
Tatiobs.

"Del}locracy

b

in

the home’

hid to be achisved
through democracy.

Another sspect in
exploring demeocracy was
that il should be Lken
bevond legal and politiesl
rights.

"The factory worker and
the mamager may have &n
equal vote bul they do not
have «jual power. Formal
demosrucy must be given
coptent and reality so that

eople have comirol over
lhelr day to day Lives.

For all the problema
facing students, Miss Jofis
observed that "men and
women make hinery in
EITCUmMItAnDES ETE
piven, not chasen,”

*The fact that MNueas =
at one of the stroogest
points in ity SVvear his
tary In spite of bannings.
detentions and haraasment
illusirates that democracy
15, already under way’

education

L1001 Mrpserier

Sl AR 1wl

Students condemn

controls

Fie afin sl igdle Woatks
FILETEN TE o Ui
it Phrar o imderys!

FuEnd sfgainn

1 Thasa: Busddas onchualaad B8
- i Mliaman Scechiie- Wiescagih
J 4 vumcal and hie e Latg
p— ERTELTE TS
3 | I LTI i Frisaaran BmIL ="
Irilsaie L oa Wy raledr  adsmamesiratenns B fhraater
. wde Brew Vimie e pldiEla  BRE Ta APS el [ufidde a0 Boah
B e R TR LR L gl a
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Avril became a junior lecturer in the UCT Socio-
logy Department at the beginning of 1981 after
completing an honours degree in Industrial Socio.
logy at Wits. She was actively involved in the stud-
ent movement there and became chairperson of the
Economic Research Commission in 1979, Avril has
also worked on the LRC and as a labour reporter
for ‘Afrika’.

Democracy

The ssue of democratic organsat:on
on the agenda both within
movement as a whole and
thal movement 0 part
cracy and the gquestion

indecd

15 CuUIte ¢ early

the broad progresswve
i NUISAS as a mem ber of
cular. The concept of demo-
1t democralic ofr3amsatian has
peimeated A8 owdy  Thiough  all lquggibs

throughout our hisiory
The debate has reached different stages n defferent
areas but | want o take NUSAS as my starting poinl

"whose theme for 1981 as we ali
"Students for a Democrate Future, However since
MUSAS" theme s drectiy related 1o the struggle for
democracy i {he progressive trad
the commumnities 2ic. the ssues | hope 1o raise are nol
only specific 10 NUSAS but ase pertnent to the
movemen! as a who'e

know has been

At thus point wWould ke 10 emphasise thal | owail
avend using specific examples and | hope that dele-
gates to NUSAS Congress w gstrate some of fhe
poants | rase wolh fher own Cconcrale expenences

My paper will be divided nto four broad areas be-

gmning with a bref miroducton of the angins of

the MNUSAS theme and stemming
|

froom (hal the

reasons for this paper. | will then go on to discuss
why democracy 5 on the agenda, 10 ask why 5 11 a
struggle for democracy and 10 argué thal not only 5

it a struggle
butl that
Organisng

for gemOCracy 4% & prncipig, 2% a goal,
demociacy 14 also a method o tood o f
prople o the struggle

This will form the thord part of my paper which wall
lead on 1o a descusion constramis (nal operale
On us i & refessve socely, i 3 fundamentally un-
AemoCrat o SOl lly |

1' 'II"|E

i g

The fourth part of my paper will ff
lensions That eéxist im beginnmg
mocratwcal.y and hoDelully thes g

end off oullining
10 oarganise de-
the ared that wall

e

& WD MOy Emont

at work

enable delen gates 1o discuss 1he ssues that perfain 1o
them on 'hEIP PESPEC]ive Campuses

(1) ORIGINGS OF THE NUSAS THEME

The theme for NUSAS in 1980 was "Exposing Total
Strategy which wmitially was approached from the
side of the State’s pobtical programme and it became
generally ciear as the year moved on with the schools
hoycott, the Free Mandela Campaan, the meat boy-
cott etc, that Total Strategy had to be looked at in
terms of resistance and uprisings of the mass of
people of S.A, who were directly affected by this

Total Strategy espoused so cwearly by Gen. Magnus
Malarm and P.W. Botha

With the wupsurge of repstance in the 19B0's the
debates about organssation, means and ends in the
schools boycotl, orgamisalional programmes, strategy
and tactics and grassroots mobilisation became widely
articulated, discussed,  written  and  presented
in documents and memoranda. Some of these issues
are clearly spelt out in for example, a letter 1o Soc:al
Heview 10 Sept  19B0 which details the questions
attecting the Commitlee of 81 during the schoaols
poyeott wm the Western Cape,

It weas this emphasis on the problems of organisation
that led to the intial debates around democracy and
demacralic organisation, Accordingly, MUSAS adopt-
ed as its theme for 1981 “Students for a Demaocratic
Future™, 11 was mtially concewed as a focus on
students, ther education and how democracy s
related {o ther particular situalgn

While not wanling Lo present things 1in a mechaniste
fashon, once again the broader democratic move.
ment helped MUSAS delfine and expiore the ssues
before 11, The attention of the campuses moved away
from education and students as such to that of the
“democratic tuture™ wath the focus becoming one af
democracy as a principle, and as a goal.

- ___________________________________________________________
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To illustrate what seems to have happened it is useful
to liken the process of history to a movie, a film in
which with the raging debate on democracy has
actually stopped in the middle. The frame on demo-
cracy in the movie (lo continue the metaphor) has
been removed, enlarged and perhaps over-exposed.
Mow it is quite an obvious yet important point that
you cannot understand the whole movie if you stop
the frame in mid-stream. Rather you will have a
distorted and mcomplete perceplion of the movie,

The essential point | wash to make is that democracy
15 a process. In order not to abuse the concept or to
give it an existence in some magical realm of its own,
this point must be kept in mind. Democratic organi-
sation must be placed n context. As Joe Pahla ex.
plained on Sunday night that students must begin
from the context in which they find themselves,

and not abstract themselves from that ongoing
process of struggle.
I say this because it s important to understand

that democracy cannot be defined in abstraction: it
can only be understood as people struggle for certain
demands in a given situation, To ask for the meaning
of democracy is of limited value — to understand it
we need tc examing it unfolding in a particular
situation. OFf course, for South Africans this is best
done by examiming the unfolding popular demo-
cratic struggle in 5.A,

We must avoid s'ogan-mongering aboul democracy
in vague and absiract ferms, we muoust rather discuss
democratic vaiues and organisation as they are
nterpreted and realized in the lives of people living
under the present South African system,

These discussions and debates on the student move-
ment must always be informed by an analytic under-
standing of the society in which we live, and by
théoretical debates around issues |ike democracy.
These must be concretized both in the expenience of
the student movement and in their working relation-
ships in the off-campus arenas.

In the experiences of students trying to organise
themselves democratically, to work dempcratically
and build towards a democratic future many Iesmé
have been learned. Mot only about the possibiliti
of democracy, but also of the limitations and con-
straints under which we operate, Every orgarisation
must continually review their activities and be self.
critical 5o as o advance,

(2) WHY IS IT THEN A STRUGGLE FOR
DEMOCRACY?

It is a struggle for democracy because it is a struggle
to extend the scope of peopie’s rights of participation
in bodies democraticaliy elected by them. Because
formal democratic imstitulions i1 3 sociely hike ours
do not in themselves guarantee substantial freedom
and real control, the struggle also encompasses att-
empts to establish and maintain the social conditions
under which such freedom and control can be real-
ised.

The struggle for democracy thus extends far beyond
the marrow sphere of polilical and legal-rights and
implies the organisation of the people as a political

force. Only with the support of this broad.ba
organised mass of people can the struggle for demg.
cracy be effectively pursued.

From what | have said, we can see that the struggle
for democracy goes beyond the formalistic notion
of democracy of rights to vote for a national assem.
bly, the right to freedom of speech, movement,
belief etc.. Part of the slruggle however, in South
Africa is very definitely a struggle to win these
formal rights — in South Africa the demand for
universal suffrage is a part of the struggle for demo-
cracy. Part of progressive struggle and organisation
involves giving content and a greater reality to these
rights and freedoms. It involves expanding, broad-
ening and deepening ideas about participation and
democracy through struggle.

Why do we say this? Democracy as a formal set of
rights appearing in the political sphere separately
and independently from the workplace and the
communities is highly misleading. There 15 no equal-
ity of power in our society. The owner of the factory
and the assembly line worker are nol equal even f
they both have the vote. This s because formal
democracy serves 1o hide or mask class rule, domina-
tion and subordination. It poses and presents people
a5 equal and as legal subjects. But, as | said, repre.
sentative democracy is not something to be dismissed
as arrelevant, f must be combmned with the demand
for some form of democratic control by the people
over the day-to-day aspects of their lives. The struggle
for democracy atl the same Lime involves a need fo
break with the conditions dictated by the rulers of
this country — for example there is a need {o break
the dimvisions between economic and pobtical
struggles; in fact with all the distinctions imposed on
us by our society which are made lo divide and
fragment us. S0 the task of the democratic move.
ments 15 to broaden and deepen the concepts and
practise of both politics and democracy. Not limiting
the concept of democracy to the level of politics
but rather expanding it, 1o include all areas in the
everyday lives of the people, The need, for example,
to carry the struggles from the work place into the
communities has been strongly emphasised by the
progressive trade union movement in the last few
years.

S0 quite clearly a future society must embrace maore
than formal pohtical democracy — it requires a re-
distribution of the wealth of the land to the peaple
as a whole in a situation in which the people shall
govern,

(3) DEMOCRACY AS A TOOL, AS A METHOD
OF ORGANISING

Earlier it was stated that democracy 15 a process. It
15 & continuous process which does not come to
fruition in one day. It 15 not an immedately reali-
sable goal. It 15 a struggle for constitutional, legal
and political demands, It is a struggle FOR demo- .
cracy. BUT democracy 15 also an organisalional
tool of that struggle; in fact it s the organisational
form that the struggle takes, the means as well
whereby that struggle 15 waged.

The democratic alternative to the present apartheid
state must matenalise and arise concretely from the
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i its parliamentary form, 0 other words we are
ahenated from owr own constituency. And thirdly,
as nfelleciuals and poteniul experts and profession-
als we are also alenated.

The task therefore, that confronts democrats working
for a future fundamentally different society to the
repressive one in which we work, 5 to develope app-
ropriate forms of organmisation given all the specifics
of that situation,

It mvolves a clear understanding of the limits and
posubilities of democratic organisation in each gwen
siwation and of how each organisation fits in and
frrms workong relatonships with other similar organ-
salwang 0 the progressive movement n South Africa,

(5) TENSIONS AND CONTRADICTIONS

The final section of this paper invalves outlining three
areas in whech [ensions and contradctons can emerge
and have emerged 1n the actwities of the past year
buth on campus and n orgamisabons outside of t, |
ca'! them tenwons and contradiclions because they
are not resolved n abstract, and appear and reappear
i orgamisateonal practice and cam only be worked
through democralically in each gven situation with
peopie n the argamisathon concerned, not necessanly
through formal struZtures but in the process of act-
wily and struggic

The first tenswon o5 that between democracy and effi.
ciency whoch 1 mught hasten {0 add are nol polar
opposites, but part and parcel of the same process.
Uitra demogats are those people who regard demo-
cracy as the overnding pring e, often hamstringihg
the Onganisatl«on

The workings out of problems in a gven orgarmisation
must be appropniale to the deciwon tha! needs (o be
made, the specd with whach it needs (o be made and
the constramts on the orgamsataon tself, This s not
o0 deny a necd 1o be as democratic as possible in
coming to that decsion. Indeed, democracy 15 al
ttmes a very laborous process and at times quite

painful, but it 15 also the most effective way of .

(a) sharing workloads ‘

(b) enabling people to develop a sense of loyalty
and commitment to the group.

(¢} transferring skills lo newer people

(d) avoiding self-engrandisement and elitism

(e} avoiding intimidation and alienation,

and most importantly, mirﬂl-.rmg members in collec.

tive decision making, constructive debate, discussion
and critizism.

The second tension relates 1o the question of accoun.
tability and the participation by all the members. The
question 15 nol between the supposedly conflicting
views of those who define democracy as accountable
elites, and those who define it 1n terms of participa.
tion, as the recent editonial of the SALEB emphasises,
(SALE 7. 3 {1981))

Rather, | would argue it 15 about how members in a
particular organisation must be involved in the demo-
cratic runring of that orgamisalion and how, when
they represent that organisalion, they are accounta-
ble back to its members as a2 whole

s specific to the trade urion
movement and not entrely apphcabie ono all s
rarmufications to the student movement f  raises
interesting questions of leadership, To quote from
a recenl WIP editorial: ""What s the relationship
between participation, representation, and leader-
shap?’

How does an orgamisation prevent representalion
and leadership from blocking parlicipation?

Isn't one of the functions of leadership to encour.
age - participation by others? (WIP 17, 1981) But
if this is so, whal 5 it that makes a leader demo-
cratic?

While this debate

While | don't in any way profess to have answers 1o
these questions, there are certain pomnts | would Like
to make. Leadership can arise, tor example, because
people have information availlable to them or have
numerous wonderfully creative deas. Malking this
information  accessible, molwating new deas and
allowing and indeed encouraging wmitidtives to emerge
is a task of that leader. This 15 not to say that leader-
shup must notl be sensitive and hold back at Limes 1o
allow wmitiatives o emerge, but on the olher hand
taking responsibility and delegating areas of acltivity
15 not necessarily being undemocratic.

The art of democeatic leadership contsists in enabl ng
the orgamisation to be as effectwe as possible, of
setting a pace which accords with the abjective condi-
tions and the real possibiitees at hand and most
importantly, the question s surely one of whether,
in 3 given contex! and concretle situation, the course
or pohicy advocated will ad or impede the . prospects
ol Winning demacrata demands,

The third and final tension s one which has been a
recurring theme ihrnughﬂu"ﬂ this tallk; that s, that
democracy 15 not the organisation and il carnot be
substituted for the organsatwon. 1t s not a3 fat
d'accompli. This view leads to anarchy. Democracy
is not an anarchic process, it must be bound down
1o an organisational process in concrete form.

It has become fashionable when disagreeing with

e —————————— e —————————
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someone, or some group, not to argue against their
particular position or point of view, but to label
them as “‘undemocratic”™,

In other words, calling someone or some group
undemocratic is like shouting obscenities at them.
Democracy, as Eddie Webster said in his talk to Nusas
Congress last year, has become a word that few poli-
tical protagonists are prepared to concede to their
rivals for their exclusive property. The problem is not
this though, but that it can thus be used to mask true
crucial principles and questions of tactics and strate-
gy. S0 my warning is simply this — don't use it as

a tool to undermine decisions with which you don’t

agree.

To continue with the same argument: democracy is
a principle. It is not the organisation, But it is a mode
of organising, a tool, a method.

Democracy involves a set of practices which are used
to a greater or lesser extent, And finally, this demo-
cratic set of practices needs to be learnt. We are all
products of an authoritarian society., We have been
socialised into particular roles. We have had decisions
thrust upon us and we have been forced to compete
and become individualised.

Working democratically involves breaking down this
experience. There are numerous ways in which people
can be educated in democratic practices. Each arena
must be the site of this learning — the family, the
school, student organisations, youth groups, womens’
organisations. Being democratic implies being disci-
plined, being committed to working together and
committed to being effective in the struggle for 2
democratic future.

In conclusion democratic organisation in South
Africa is that organisation which allows the mass of
people to participate in the process of developing
democratic demands. Democracy is not only bound
up with the organisation of the people. It is the very
movement of the people.

Democratic organisation requires the energetic parti-
cipation of the people. A just and democratic society

i
Laurie Nathgn participates in discussion, L-‘__‘
can only be won through a prodigous effort of
struggle, through victories and defeats, through errors
and misjudgments, and cannot be dchieved through
an unconscious or automatic development — behind
our backs, as it were, -

There are some signposts but no ready formula to
achieve a better society and no easy solutions to the
thousands of concrete, practical decisions that
confront us day by day.

Only experience, and learning the lessons of this
experience, is capable of correcting and opening
up new paths, :

The fact that NUSAS is at one of its strongest points
in its 57 year history, despite detentions, harassment,
intimidation and bannings of student leaders illus-
‘trates to us that the process of democracy is already
underway. They can ban the movie or confiscate it
for a couple of days but there are 25 million pecple
to ensure that it never stops running.




Call for change

SiafT Reporter
MNUSAS vesterday called lor
extensive changes in the
Jiandling of rape cases by
the South African courts,
police and medical profes
S1om.

Motivating the molion. a
delegate from Durban. Mr
Andrew Sampson, said “rape
15 the only crime for which
society 1nevitably blames
the victim, and the victim. a
product of the same S0CIElY,
also blames hersell”

Ms Fiona Dove., also pf
Durban. referred to infernal
examinations of vichims @3
“the second rapc”
viectim could only procure an

‘university

Stalf Reporier

AT YESTERDAY'S session
of the Nusas congress at the
University of Cape Town.
delegates called on univers
ity admimisirations o —ac
knowledge their responsi
bility to provide creches for
their stafl and students”

The administrations
should provide “realistic”
budgetls to Student Hepre:
sentative Councils and pro-
vide facilities for the
establishment of creches on
all the campuses

It was noled that UCT was
the only campus with a
creche. run by the Womens
Movement with funds from
the SRC. Other creches
should be run along the

Stall Reporier
STUDENTS attending the
annual Nusas Congress at
UCT vesterday reaffirmed
their commitment 10 eradr-
cate sexism and called on
university Rag organizalions
to do away with sexist prac-
tices and explore alternative
methods of fund-raising

In & statemenl OR SEXISM,
the students said “the op-
pressioh of women 15 Inlrin:
i o an undemocratic
sociely and any Eroup work-
ing towards a c fu-
ture must bave a5 ODE ol s

A rape:

abortion 1f 11 was proved in
courlt thal she was raped,
she added

Referring to courl tlreal.
ment of rape viclims. MNusas
noled that because the ac
cused 15 regarded as inno
cent until proved gulty. the
defence consisls ol transfer
ring the guilt toe Uhe rape vice
uim who 15 hersell “pul on
trial”

The students demanded
that the law he amended
and that police and doctors
refer all rape cases to wd
centres like Hape Orisis

They noted ~“The inade
guacy of the defimtion of

Call for creches on

campuses

same lines — noR-3Ex1sl,
non-racial and non-compete
Lave

The congress resolved 1o
“take on the task of explor-
ing alternative means of
child-rearing appropriate to
s democratic society”

A delegate from UCT sawd
it was vital that these means
be explored. as “alternative
methods of child.-rearing are
ai the heart of restruciuring
a democratic society’™ '

Children were taughtl un
democratic methods of living
through the hierarchical. au-
thoritarian nature of the nu-
clear famaly and were
brought up to believe the
two sexes had vastly differ-
enl roles to play 1A societly,
he said,

Nusas vow to eradicate sexism

fundamental aims the lhiber-
ation of womeén

“Women are oppressed al

many levels — bul one
which 15 most obviously
prevalent on our Campuses
15 the treatment of women as
sex objects”

The most obvious exam-

ples of this were the institu- -

tions of drum majoreties and
beauly queens and although
there had been ~progréssive
tendencies” 1n Rag. theiwr
committees should lake
more aclive Sleps towards
the abolition of all sexist
practices.

in rape laws

rape n present South Al
can Unimanal Law . the ingon:
sislent wse of the element of
Cconsen and the three
phased victimization of the
cenrm prland mamt

This throe-phased vietim:
iFation was the trauma of b
ing rapued it=ell the medical
and legal provedure vichims
go throuch and the =ubse
guent victimization of the
Yaped person through soc
1al rasjere o

Rape clinics

They wreed e pusliee
the judiciars Be base with
Hape Lrisis =u Lhey  gonld
gaim a betber appreciatiens ol
the sociel and pesclo]o
cal traumas of the assaull”
and recommended (il hos
pitals sel wp spectalied
rape cliniges

Seusas expressed e Baelicl
that rapws and lecal proce
dure were a product ol the
present sirugiure of sociglh
and therelors legal reloerm
should e demanded sl howt
accepling it as 2 final gosl
To llustrate the way in
which rape vichims were
cross-ecxamined by lhe
courts, the students recon
sirucled 3 courl case in
which a man who had been
mugged was subpected Lo the
same 1y pe o gues=Ticning
The laci that he did not
strugele with the armed rob
ber Tor fear of hos Life was
construed as hig making a
“epnscious decisen e com:
ply with the demands of the
robber irapisti rather than
Lo resist the assawll™,

‘Philanthropy’

The fact that he had given
money away 1n the past —
was nol 3 VIFEIA — was
counted against him as he
had “achieved quile a repu-
tation for phidanthropy”.

The defence allorney asks
him “How can we be sure
ihat vou were nol Conlriving
to have vour moneéy laken
away by force” (The vicuim
was asking to be raped
through the implication of
“loose morals™)

Finally, the-fact that the
man was wealllg an expen-
SivE suUll WWas Seen 4% an invi-
tation 1o be robbed. parral
lelling the imphication that
“provacative” clothing® in-
viles rape.

Nusas
plan
to give
more
help
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Friends,

It is a very great privilege for me to be able to address
your annual congress. | would like to thank the Nusas
Executive for their invitation to me, and | would like
to take this opportunity to congratulate them and the
UCT delegation for their hard work that has made
this Congress such a success.

The outgoing executive has performed a magnificent
task over the last year, in the most difficult circum-
stances — notably the banning of Andrew, bul also,
in a year when the Government has shown its most
brutal and repressive teeth, with the bannin? of
Sammy Adelman, Firoz and Azher Cachalia, and the
“defention of many of our friends and colleagues. To
those banned and detained, we say: we salute you;
you are the beacons that light our way in the strug-
gle. Your goals are our goals, your dreams are our
dreams, and we see it as our duty to avenge the
treatment to which you are subjected. We will fight
on for a free and democratic South Africa, and the
ideals in which you believe; and we know we will
win,

South Africa is in a state of Civil War., When the
security police can swoop on a young Afrikaaner
mother of a six year old child, whose father is a
professor of medicine at Witwatersrand University,
and whose uncle .is a Cabinet minister, then fami-
lies are turned against families, democrats against
Mationalists, and the fabric of our society threatens
be torn asunder. When the Ciskei gains its sham
pendence”, against the wishes of the mass of
eople, and when it has to ban, detain and repress
democratic forces among its people, then calami-
cannot be far away, And, finally, when our com-
unities, factories and especially universities are as
olarisad as they are, then all the state and police
repression in the world will not contain the militant
resistance of the mass of South African peoples.

David is a lecturer in tha Department of Social
Anthropology at Wits University. He is a founder
member of the Conference of Academics for a
Democratic Society (CADS), established at Wits
after the 'Koornhof incident’. During this time he
was instrumental in organising academics at Wits to
oppose possible disciplinary action against

- Adelman, the Wits SARC President. David is also an

Honorary Vice-President of NUSAS.
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Historical Background

It is against this background that the present con-
gress is taking place. It would be wuseful, | think,
to look further back into the history of struggle in
South Africa, and to chart some of Nusas' paths
within it.

Musas, being a students’ organisation, has always had
the element of youth on its side. Youth has a great
advantage of possessing energy and enthusiasm, often
pushing forward where older, more cautious people
hold back. There have been victories and defeats in
the history of Nusas, just as there have been in the
broader struggle for democracy in South Africa;
many of these have been mentioned by speakers at
this congress. '

But | think it'is an ideal that we should look to, when
we study the lessons of our predecessors. One such,
which Joe Pahla drew our attention to, is the Youth
League of the African National Congress. Here, in
the 1940's, a young group of people, disaffected by
the rather staid politics of the leaders of their organi-
sations, began to criticise and move the organisation
in a more militant direction. Of course, they made
mistakes, but they eventually transformed the or-
ganisation into a potent political force, and in the
process of democratic struggle, they thrust forward
such great leaders as Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu
and Oliver Thambo,

Musas is, of course, a very different organisation from
the one | am alluding to, operating in very different
conditions and a different moment in time. It has,
however, proved to be a significant training ground
for young South Africans; the detention ot Auret
van Heerden and Fink Haysom, and the banning of
Andrew Boraine, the three past presidents of Nusas,
stands as a silent monument to tha Student Union's

part in the struggle.
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The year that we move into, 1982, is notable for the
anniversary ‘of three important landmarks:

1. the formation of the Congress of Democrats (an
organisation of Whites dedicated to non-racialism
and the struggle, in alliance with like-minded
nrgamﬂtu‘}ns for a2 just and truly democratic
South ‘Africa). Also the launching of the Coloured
Peoples’ Drgamsatrnn which shared the same
ideals,

the lauching of the Defiance Campaign in 1952 —
a2 disobedience campaign aimed at six “unjust
laws™. During the period of the campaign, 8.000
people received short prison sentences, in an at-
tempt to overload prisons,

1982 will also be the 25th anniversary of the
Alexandra Bus Boycotts, where the residents of
Alexandra Township boycotted the Putco Bus
Company over a fare increase..The boycott lasted
3 months and spread to other areas. Putco were
eventually forced to capitulate. (Still Johannes-
burg bylaw on lifts.)

These anniversaries should stand as exemplary lessons
to us — they should be examined for their successas
and failures, and, although we live in very different
times, the experiences of those times should be ab-
sorbed.

I. The Defiance Campaign was notable for the fact
that it was a non-racial campaign, it was nation-
wide, was mass-based, and was even quite strong-

. ly represented in small rural areas. The campaign
was initially very successful but faded when the
ANC failed to turn the mass euphoria of joint
protest and action into concrete organisation.

The COD had no mass base and no institutional
protection, and were thus easily picked off b:.-r
the .

-
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overnament,

3. The bus boycotts foreshadowed a trend which is
re-emerging: that ;E:hi_"ﬂ.ﬂmmw'ﬂﬂg_
must be fought whereever the working class finds
itself: whether it be in the work place (where
Trade Unions are the most appropriate form of
organisation),. and in the townships or even home-
lands, where community organisation is the most

= appropriate.
Musas has its parallels to these anniversaries and
trends. When | was a student and member of Nusas,
in the late "60s, protest politics was the dominant
form of activity. It was an exhilarating period, but
na long term gains were achieved, and a small leader.
ship held power and knowledge, and grassroots sup-
port withered as soon as the particular issue
disappeared. There was no consolidation. The protest
politics then was geared to education and politics,
and not to the broader struggles of the waorking
class, and certainly not te community development,

The high point of protest poltics for Nusas was in
1859, with the closing of universities to Blacks. The
massive campaigns by students were extremiely
valuable, and stimulated many overseas organisations
to take up.the struggle against apartheid. This strug-
gle, to re-open our places of learning was warthwhile

.

" employment

then;it's still worth fighting for now,

The decade of the seventies was significant for de-
feats and advances. The Schlebush Commission and
the Musas trial temporarily set back the student
movement, and the SASO breakaway and emergence
of black consciousness posed a real threat to the
organisation.

Musas' responses in recent times has been to consoli-
date. Since the dark years of 1976 came a restructur-
ing and the Students’ Union has emerged as a deter-
mined, flexible and organisationally sound body.
Your commitmént to the realisation that South
Africa is a third world country, and that students
must build a future in it, has been a major turning
point, and has given you both the theoretical founda-
tion and the organisational issues, on which to build
exXperience,

The University as a site of Struggle

| have attended many of your committees, your
talks and reports, and have been deeply impressed
by the seriousness of the debates and the breadth
of issues that have been raised.

One theme that appears to have emerged with some
force is that of the university as a site of struggle,
It's gratifying to see that while there is a perception
of the need for consolidation and introspection, there
15 nevertheless the commitment to keep up the in-
volvernent in wider issues = to support frade union
and community struggles.

I'd like to address the issue of the university and its
internal dynamics. And first, | want to examine the

myth of the liberal university,

There are many well-meaning people who argue that
the wniversity should be a tranquil island in the
troubled sea that is our country. That the university
should distance itself from the morass of politics.
They appeal for the university to be left alone, in the
pursuit of knowledge and truth; in short, they not
only believe the university is an ivory tower, they
actually uphold the concept as an ideal. They also
mistakenly believe thal the unwc—rs:ly 15 a bastion of
liberalism. It is not,

A recent study of the history of my own university —
Wits — shpws that the institution has always reflected
directly the main contradictions of South African
society,

Cur “liberal™ university, believed by some to be in
the forefront of the fight against racism, sexism and
elitism, has, over time, dragged its feet on exactly
these issues. It transpires that our university actually
asked the Minister of Education of the Union of
South Africa (in the "30s) to pass legislation forbid-
ding- Blacks to enter “white” universities: the Minis-
ter replied that they had to accept Blacks. Early
policy systematically opposed the
appointment or promotion of women staff (some
may say that. little has changed) especially under
Hofmeyr, And records show that the universily was
constantly seen as being an institution for the educa-
tion of the sons and daughters of the rich.
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Much of the unversity funding came from mining
finance and capital; most of the early courses were
explicilly lo provide skilled manpower for the maines
Indeed, §Vity grew outl of the Transvaal School of
Mines. The state too, wanted s pound of fiesh, and
courses in the arts were often launched with the just.

fication that they could service some governmenl
department. My own department, Social Anthro.
pology, was launched n 1923, offering courses to
dtnict commesuonery and other admonisiration
officiats, 1o teach them how bes! (o understand,
and control, the Black populatian

50 let us be under no illusions about the autonomy ol
our ‘hberal” unversities, nor let us delude curselyes
with the holy grail of "academic freedom’

D Koornhof came 10 make an ¢leclon speech on
dur campus this year and found himsélt, tor one
of the few tymes in his hie, confronted by the people
whose hives hos depariment conirols, bul who newves
ciected hem” They, and The white students who stood
by them i thes struggle, deprived Koornhot of one
hour of his political freedom. (The howls of autrage,
and the tnal by television and media that our stu.
genls were subpmeclied 1o, crealed a Chimate an which
the state could later detain, then ban, three of our
students. Then, the cres for democracy, the night to
be heard, and lreedom, were nowhere 10 be heaid )

On our campus, the Charman of Council and the

Vice-Chancellor issued statements condemning stu-
dent behaviour as unscholarly, unmannerly, and an
“infringment of academic freedom™. This, for a
political speech! But the Chairman of Council re-
vealed what lay behind his anguish = that donors
from private industry would stop donating funds to
the campus.

The lessons of the Wils campus activilies are signifi.
cant: they are that the students were in the vanguard,
constantly challenging the umiversily stafl, academics
and administration, 1o examine thenr consciences, and
to take a stand on 1ssues of deep moral principle. The
academics were jolted into the recognition of the
necessily for involverment ; thal major struggles owver
the nature of the unwersity and ils place in sociely
had to be fought, at both ideclogical and practical
levels, Some of these issues are beginning 1o be faced,

cand we see, on the Wils campus al least, the emer-

gence of CADS — the Conference of Academics for a
Democratic Society, which attempts to examine and
act on some of the i1ssues constantly being thrown up
by a university and society in £risis

Thes illustration shows us two important tThings Aol
only were gur umiversitees al the beck and call of the
state and capital ; they still are

It s therefore smperative That you, 1A poogressive
students, examune the nternal dynamics ol youws
wrseersilies

White students, as Avod Joffe ported outl i hes
speech, suffer a doubie alena on (1) youw beliels,
and practices distance you bom the majonty of
South African whites and [2) as Joe Pahla ponted
oul, you are intellectuals, mot workers Since you are|
nol members of the working ¢lass, one must recogmisé
that the maor struggles for democracy i South
Alnca are gong to be fought and won by olhers
(whose cause one may neveriheless espouse)

Trapped o0 thes double alienation, 1 15 essenbial 1o
foster wnity among progiessives and demodsals
But 1o do so, onc musl be sure of one’s uwn oigam
sational base Only when one has a sound foundalio
can one offer help 1o others hiom a pouwbion O
strength. 11 s a quoston of deciplhine and responsibil
ty. There are himstations 10 student powe:, and 1l 1
essenlial that ane does Aol 1owe one's base

One possibility for assisting students 1o form tha
furmm base on campus, 15 10 seck out allies who shar
your ideals

There are, tor anstance, sympathetg lectuiers who
ke youw, beheve mn the democratic struggle and ard
working towards 11 On the Wits campus, over 154
academics rallied betvnd the SRC and BSS, whon o
seemed probabie thal they would be wiclimosed by
The unwersily alter the Koornhol g ident

Also al Wials, a new organisation, the Conference of
Academics for a Democratc Socety has been lgunch
ed, which aims 10 hink progressive academics, SCmiy
students and uriversily workers Ther statled ammy

* oo examinge and debale the role of open unve
ielalion '10
the woades

the s1al
communil

sitees, parlularly  Thewo
business interesls and




