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INTRODUCTION

It s with sadness that we draw this report together from information
that has come into our hands. We are shocked by the violent attacks on
so many peoplk dunng the last three months of turmoill In sorrow we
offer our sympathy o those whose relatives have been killed, and to
those who have been maimed and injured. and to everyone whose hfe
has been violently derupted duning thes tiume. A further cause of our
dmstress are the many instances of brutal inhumanuty, where people have
unconcernedly and casually attacked. injured and sometimes
killed, others The kegacy of bitterness and resentment that all the
wanton vislence engenders, serves only 1o postpone a just and lastung
seqtlement of the ssues daosding our country

Thes report, whch draws special attenton to irregular poloe actnity.
focuses on one disturbang aspect of the prevaling turmed and vudence
in South Afrwa We antend to prodduce a pastoral letter assessing the
presenl situation in the near future But we consider it urgent to make
this report pubbe, 1n the hope that this pubbcation will contrnibute to
halting the police actnites the report desoribes

In presenung this report, we are well aware that others besides the
police. are engaged 0 diegal and viodent actnitses. We abo recognese
what the pobee have done ain prodecting the innocent from criminals and
hooligans Among the estimated 150 (as of 26 11 84 deaths, at beast
eyght persans are known to have been killed by persons other than the
pele Furthermore, we acknowhbdge that some persons and groups
may expldoil the stuabon fur thewr own cnminal ends YWe concede, too,
there may have been Limes when the police were provoked or needed Lo
protect themaebves. But that cannot justify unwarranted or unlawful
conduct on the part of the pobee. More & cxpected of the polee. who
are specially seleceed, trained, equipped, organsed and pand 1 uphold
the law and to protect all in socwty. For the sake of the whole of South
Alfrwa it oimportant that the poloee actwons described i thes report are
seen neither as legal nor as a contnbuton W the good order of the
country. Therefure, notwithstanding the circumstances prevaling in the
townships, we cannol allow the travesty of justcce (o pass unnotced.

We ser no hope of reaching a reasonable settlement embracing
everyone in South Afrwa and an end to the contnually smouldering
unrest. unless all its causes and aggravalions are honestly faced. For
instance, one of the reasons for organsang the two-day stayaway.
{ November 5 6) was the massive presence of Lhe police in the townships.
it 5 noteworthy too, that the stayaway had greater support in areas
where there had been more polwe actvaty. In a number of cases the very
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REPORT ON POLICE CONDUCT
IN THE REEF TOWNSHIPS
AUGUST TO NOVEMBER 1984

The allegations in the affidavits and stalements N Our possession

describe an alarming carelessness or disregard for the people, property,
olings and even lives of the inhabitants of South Africa’s black
vnships. The overwhelming impression created by the affidavits as a
wole is that the police behaviour in the townships resembled that of an
mwmmm;mrmwm-thum
ard for the civilian population and, it appears, without regard for the
I

n order to more fully substantiate this serious charge, the allegations
ve been grouped and dealt with under the following major headings:

Allegations of reckless or wanton violence, including
1.1 Indiscrimvinate use of firearms
12 Assaults and beatings
1.3 Assaults on mineworkers
2 Allegations of damage to property
3 Provocative, callous or insensitive conduct
4. Indiscriminate or regkless use of teargas
5 Police conduct at funerals
6. Other allegations

The affidavits describe events which have taken place from late August
mmmtmnmmmmmmn
concern events which occurred outside the Southern Transvaal
geographical area, in the main the allegations deal with the events which
took place and are taking place in this area. The race of the policemen
involved in irregular behaviour has been omitted, as in most cases both
biack and white policemen have been involved. However, in most cases
there seems to have been a preponderance of young white policemen.
To protect the deponents from possible victimisation they have been
referred to by their initials



1. Reckiess, indiscriminate, or wanton viclence

1.1 Indiscriminate woe of fircarms incieding the wse of rubber
balicts, birdahet and copventional bullets.

- The estimated number of people killed in the townships as a result of
the disturbances is 150. Our statements indicate that the police used
their firearms without provocation on occasion and frequenth
indiscriminately. Many of the victims of this indiscriminate shooting will
bear the injuries for life.

- The following summaries of statements are dealt with in chronologcal
order: ]

A 20-year-old male resident of Sharpeville reports that at about 7pm
on the evening of September 3, he was sitting in his front garden
chatting with members of his family and three negghbours. At about thes
time two police vehicles with policemen in camouflage uniforms drove
slowly past the house. As the one vehicle passed the house a shot rang
out. Immediately the youth's head jerked back and hit the wall He fell -
grabbing his head. He was brought insade where he realsed he had been
shot. A local priest took him to the Sebokeng Hospital where he was told

on his release from hospitai he found that he had been dismissed by his
emiployers. - |
A young woman from Sebokeng was walking through Sharpeville on
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on twice and has been hospitalised for iwo months. He has been told by
his doctor that he has between eight and 1| wounds in his body.

Mr PM, a worker from Sebokeng states that on the evening of
September 3 he and his brother-in-law were waiting at a bus stop. He
said he saw some people throwing stones at the buses and decided to
leave for home. On his way home, police travelling in a mustard -coloured
vehicle fired shots at him. A bullet hit him on the right knee and he lost
conscusness. When he regained consciwousness, he found himself inside
a pole vehicle. There were about six pobcemen in the vehicle and he
witnessed them shooting from the vehicle. He saw two persons in the
street being shot and he also saw one person shot in hs own yard. He
was off loaded by the police and physically thrown into an ambulance.
“Lake a bag of coal” Thereafter he was taken to the Sebokeng Hospital
where a fractured nght patella was diagnosed and he had his knee-cap
removed ( patellectomy ) On his release from hospital he was brought to
the Sebokeng Police Station where he was put into the cells. He was later
transferred to a prison and released on bail a few weeks later

Mr DM, a student from Sebokeng reports that on September 4 he was
standing on a street corner in Zone 13 with two fnends. A fawn Toyota
(‘orolla drove up with two policemen inside. The driver ordered them
not to go to Zone 14 and the policeman in the back of the car took out
his rifle and shot a rubber bullet at one of the deponent’s fnends. While
the deponent was running away he was also shot in the back by a rubber
bullet His mother treated his wound and told him not to go W the
hospital because people were being arrested there. Two days later the
<ame student and his frend were walking to his girifnead’s home. A lew
houses away from his girlfniend’s home he was told by some passershy
that policemen were approaching and beating pedestnans. Because he
helwved he had done nothing wrong he remamned talhing 1o his
girlfrend A pobcemhan approached him and asked him what he was
doing Before he could answer, the policeman whipped hes girifnend
with a sjambok. When the student went to help her, the pobceman
kicked hum in the stomach. The polweman approached to beat hum
again. but he ran away to the Dutch Reformed church grounds. His
girifnend ran to her home.

Samson Mgudiwa, the father of Nicholas Mgudiwa, recounts the
senseless death of his |0 year-old son as lollows:

On the night of September 24 at about Bpm, Nicholas' famly (four
siblings and his father and mother) were watching television. Nicholas’
father saw a white police kombi driving slowly along the street on which
they tve. Nicholas had gone into the back yard to chop wood. The family
heard a shot being fired from the street. Mr Mgudiwa closed the front
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door and called his son, Nicholas to come insade From the kitehen door
he could see Nicholas lving on the ground He rushed up 1o him and
heard the kombi speed off 1 carmed Nicholas into the house He was
limp and bleeding badly on the left side of the head | could see his skull
I took the child to a hospital | found a rubber bullet on the ground
where (he) had been shot.” The following day he reported the incwdent Lo
the Sebokeng Police Station The police denwed amy knowledge of the
incident. He explained that he was able 1o recognise the kombi as a
police vehicle and he produced the rubber bullet he had found next to
where Nicholas had fallen He and his wife later went 1o Haragwanath
Hospital, but Nicholas had been taken back to Sebokeng Hospatal He
was unconscious. When they saw him on Thursday they were told that
Nicholas had died that morning.

Four youths have made sworn statements regarding the callous klling
of one Jacob Moleleki The youths had been arrested on Sunday
September 23 at a funeral at Evaton They had been imprisoned at the
Stoffberg Prison from Wednesday September 26 and on Friday 258 the
police had taken 34 of them back to Sebokeng At around madngght there
were still ten yoiths waiting to be taken home Five of them were in a
van near the charge office atl the Sebokeng Police Staton A policemen of
about 30 years of age weanng a camouflage uniform approached the
van and angrily demanded his jacket The vouths told him they dwdnt
. have his jackét He then pulled out his gun and threalened the youths
The policeman pointed his gan at Jacob Molelela and shot ham i the
~ forehead at point blank range The youths were then ordered out of the

van and the police said they were Laking Jacob to hospatal After aboul
five minutes they brought the truck back and after taking photographs
toid the youths to wash the bloid from issde and outssde U truck The
youths made statements to the police. but did not read the statements
they had made.

After the unrest had spread 1o other townships on the West and East
Rand, similar intidents o those described above are alleged 1o have
occurred. )

Mrs LS, a 31 -year-old woman from KwaThema reports that at about
11.30am she went outside 1o get three of her chuldrest off the street. As
_she was taking her children mto the house she heard two shots being
fired from down the road Looking down the road she saw a yellow car
m“ﬁliﬂﬂ-hﬂ!WMWfﬂﬂﬁrmmru
m”ﬂ*mmﬂmhmm“nmm
wearing uniforms of the local police force. Inside the house she saw that
her body was covered with blood There was a wound just a few
* centimetres from her eye and there was a lot of blood seeping from her

L]
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chest. There were about 15 marks on her body frum the shots The
following night two pobcemen in SAP undorm called at her house and
told her they had heard she had been badly hurt They tobd her 1o go 1o
hospital because the pellets were posonous Mrs LS was afran! oo to
hospital because she belwved that people who reported 1o hospatal witl
firearm injures were arrested. This had happened to her newhbear She
dd. however, report to hospital

DN, a IT-FII'-!JH student of a Pretona township high s homel rogmarts
that on Thursday October |8 al about Yam podee arrnoed at his s hos
There were a number of policemen, black and white some were o
camouflage and some were in SAP unifform and some were an e ats
clothes. Alter teargas was thrown students fed in men dires teon Man:
fled into the school Polhcemen entered the yard and withour marning
started shooting bwrdshot. rubber bullets and trargas and ~tartesd
beating students. The deponent saw foyr students fall down i front of
him and bent down to help them up He was hit hamesell stumbibesd fron
the pain but carred on running His white shirt was conered in bheal
was taken o a hospital where, inter alia he was gnoven sin st b Tor
wound in his head.

It appears that the injures caused by the random showting of the
residents of the townships were exacerbated by thear fear of regeertong
for treatment o local hospitals There was a penasne teled that The
police would and did arrest people who had suffered injure= during th
disturbances. A Black Sash advice worker reports that on Septemtber |
a young man approached the Black Sash for adhvwe as 1o how he cogd
recene medcal attention He had been shot in Setsbeng and still bt
bullet 1n his head The advee worker coubd sew cbearbv a hulbet b apead
object under the skan on the top of his skull He had besn % raved ar1e.
medical unit at his place of employment and liad been referrest oo 1.
Sebokeng Hospital to have the bullet remaned He stated thar wher 1o
reported to the hospital he saw policemen whom he helwaved wers
arresting people after treatment at the casualty sectson

12 Indiscriminate and ¢ xceasive beating

The descripnon of random shooting of township ressdents s paralbebed
by the allegations concerning wwdespread assaults perpetrated on
residents by the police

The most savage example of this conduct s the inosdent invohoang M-
MN, a standard three pupd from Soweto While she was walking home 4
hippo truck passed her and a pohceman told her to board the truck andd
he would buy her sweets W refused to enter another polieman
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pointed a small gun ( revolver ) at her and ordered her on Lo the hippo.
When inside the hippo, she was told that the children in uniform were
the ones who caused trouble They sjambokked her and she screamed.
Une pobeeman then put his hand over her mouth and two other
policemen continued to sjambok her for some time. Thereafter they told
her Lo get out and go home. A medical practitioner at the Orlando Clinic
examined her the following day and found the following injuries: 8 weals
on her left thigh, 3 weals on her left bhuttock, 14 weals on her left
forearm. 5 weals on her left chest, 12 weals on her right forearm and 7
weals on her nght thagh The beating was also found to have caused
internal bleeding, .

(nher examples of the physical thrashing of innocent bystanders or
excessne use of physwal force without reason are provided by the
following stalements

A sevenleen year-old scholar from Sebokeng reports that on
september 4 at about lpm he was walking down a road in Zone 14,
Sebokeng A police truck came down the road and stopped. Although
thers were many people on the streets, four policemen ran up to him
and started beating him with a sjambok. The four policemen were about
22 years old and were wearing camouflage uniform. They beat the
student. he fell and they continued to beat him until he managed to get
up and run away He saw other people in the street being beaten
including old women and little children. When some of them ran away,
rubber bullets were fired at them. On Wednesday September 5, also at
Sebokeng, a young man ( 28 years-old) who had gone to a house to fetch
a bag of potatoes and a box of tomatoes was commandeered with two of
his companons by three policemen and ordered to jown the group of
people clearing the streets. They were abused and threatened and
beaten with sjamboks and rubber batons. The weals on his back took
seven days to heal

On Sunday September 23 at about 10.30am, a 5] year-old man from
Sebokeng was on his way home from visiting a friend. As he passed the
Baptist Church where a service was in progress a police van drove up to
him Two young white policemen of about 18 years-old appreached him
and said “Madala (old man), gaan huistoe”. One policeman began
beating the man with a sjambok. He beat him about four times on his
back.

At an incident which occurred at a Pretoria township high school on
October 18, a number of deponents alleged they were severely beaten
while attempting to escape from the school premises. The deponents
alleged that when two policemen first arrived at the school the stedents
called out “Peace”™ and made peace signs. The police threw teargas



canisters into the school yard without provocation Some students fled.
others threw stones at the police vehicles. Reinforcements arrived, and
the police then entered the school and using sjamboks rubber bullets
and other weapons assaulled the students One of the students was
beaten on the head with a rifle, lashed repeatedly on the back until he
collapsed and later beaten on the stomach with a spambok He was taken
by an ambulance to Garankuwa Hospital where he was given three
" stitches in his head He has evidence of more than 30 weals on hes bod)y
‘A young female student alleges she was beaten with a baton and a
siambok by a policeman She was bleeding profusely from the mouth and
the policeman told her to sit n a dirty puddie and wash herselfl He was
laughing during the incident. He beal her agan She was later gnen
medical attention at Garankuwa Hospetal

Another 19-year-old student alleges that the following day. while he
was walking home, a white kombi contaming about frne policemen
stopped alongside him They ordered him nto the kombi and asked for
his name and details. Later he was ordered out of the kombi and beaten
for about tewm minutes His assailants were laughing while they werr
assaulting him_ He was told that because he was a large boy he would
get extra punishment. At the end of the assault he was in pain and
bleeding.

On Thursday October 25, a 20 year old youth was standing outsade his
house with a group of about five friends It was a quwt day in the
m&mdmdmupmmwﬂuthhw

Several policemen got out of the bus carrying sjamboks and approached
them. The youth ran to his house The pobce pursued him. knocked at

the door and entered the house [nside the house they assaulted the
youth with sjamboks. He was taken out 1o the bus where he saw two of
his friends being beaten He witnessed one of his friends besng kocked on
the head by a policeman and the other being kacked in the mouth The
hﬂﬂhimm.MﬂMH“ll_rdtnMI from
the bus.

Some Soweto youths stated that on September 19 at about 3 15pm
police arrived in hippo vehicles at the yard of one of the schools in
Orlando. A group of boys were in the ktchen adpining the hall
practising for the installation of the Bishop of Johannesburg at Ells
mmmm.uﬂdmmuwmmmm
to run for safety. The rest of the boys followed when they saw the police
were brandishing sjambols. Some of the boys who hid in the toilet were
threatened with firearms. When they ran out of the toilets they were
shot at with rubber bullets. Other boys were jambokked and punched
as were those who hid in the basement of the hall One of the boys was

s
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left unconscious on the lawn. Thewr injuries have been detaled by the
District Surgeon.

JM, a 19-year-old youth from Sebokeng. states that he boarded a tax)
on Sunday September 23. On his way to Zone 13, the taxi passed a
gathering of people who had attened the funeral of Joseph Sithole. Some
of the people ssked the taxi driver to take them on to the Evaton
cemetery where another burial was taking place. The youth decwded Lo
““MHMWMW‘EMLMMM
was unsbie to leave the cemetery because there was a road block

two lines of policemen oa either side. There were about 15 policemen in
cither line. The policesnen. hit the people as they moved through the ine
* The youth was eventually taken to a cell and left to sleep on a cement
floor. He did mot receive any medical sttention for fve days He was
eventually relessed on bail a couple of weeks later.

Mineworikers- called a legal strike. Having followed the lengthy and
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miner from the President Brand Mine. “On Monday September 17 at
around Ppm | was (ast asleep in my bed at the hostel in Pressdent Brand
Mine. | was woken up because | was being beaten by a white policeman
in camouflage uniform who was using a sjambok to beat my body. The
first thing that | felt when | was woken was that somebody had pulled
the blanket off me and that was when Lhe policeman starnied beaung me.
I tried Lo run out of my room away from that policeman. but as | came
out of the room | was hit on the back of the neck with a pick-handle.
When | was in the room, | was hit about ten tumes by the sjambok all
over my body. The policemen looked very angry and Lhey were shouling
at us | didnt fall when | was hut by that peck-handle. | was trying o be
umgudlmhnmp—mmdnnmth:mmd.m“wm
many policemen in the passage and in the courtyard. They were both
hiack and white pobicemen and they were all weanng camouflage
uniforms There seemed te-be aboul 50 policemen wating ocutside in the
courtyard, but | ran away. While | was running | was hit by a rubber
bullet on the back of my leg. | realised that | was in danger and | tned w0
run into another block of rooms, but one of the mine police saw me and
took me Lo & hospital in an ambulance. | was in a lot of pain. In hospatal
| had an operation on my leg and now | go Lo Lhe hospaal every day and
| have to have my wound dressed twice a day. That nught at the hostet |
saw the police doing terrible things to the workers The people were
jumping through windows to try and escape the police who let ther
dl*h_uu-pmpkmnnphmhdhhﬂlmhythtm
and then just given Lo the police dogs.”

Mr MJ, 45 year-old, also at President Brand Mine wniurukrnlt
about Spm by a policeman beating him over the head with a wooden
stick about one metre long and about five centimeters wide. By the tume
he had run through a gauntlet of policemen beating workers i the
corridor outside his room he noticed he was bieeding all over hs body
and especially from his head. He believes there were about 800 workers
who were medically treated that night, most of them were badly inyured.

Mr SM, aged 46, also of President Brand, was a wuness and
experienced the same assault by the police. Just as he was turning the
cormer of one of the passages he was hit on his right eye with a rubber
bullet. He was subsequently beaten again with a pick handle and
ordered to the medical station. The following day he was sent Lo
Bloemfontein where his damaged eye was removed.

Mr MT, 36-year-old, describes the assault which he expenenced in hs
room the same night as follows: “Someone opened the door, thereafler
about four policemen in camouflage uniforms entered the house. One
policeman came towards me and hit me with a pick-handle on my back
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The other one, hit me on my right thigh with the pick -handle he was
carrying. | did not know why they were hitting me. but they kept saying
we should get to work. | am not doing night shift. | am working day shift
| had not gone to work on that day, because it was a day when all the
miners were on an official legal strike. We were then waiting only for a
word from our union shopstewards to tell us when o go to work | never
expected an order from the police to tell us to go back to work. | dad get
out of the house as | was ordered (o, plus | tried to explam that | had
never been on night duty. My explanation was all in vain On my way out
of the room | met up with another policeman who was standing just
outside the door He was also clad in camouflage uniform and carmng a
sjambok. He hit me on my right eye badly damaging it. | tred to run veny
hard to save my life, but | was shot by a rubber bullet in my stomach |
then realised there were many policemen and that they meant to kall us
When the rubber bullet hit me | fell down Another polceman then hat
me all over my body with a pick handle whilst 1 was lying dow'n | stood
up and then ran down the stairs. Another policernan was standing in my
way to the medical station. He was holding a dog and ordered me to
raise my hands. | did raise my hands as | was ordered to | reached the
medical station where | was given tablets and bandaged | was then

_ mmmmwmmmw-ymm.?

was removed "

an_mnthﬂmmuwhﬂ confirm the details of
this unprovoked and vicious attack on skeeping workers (Ome of the
statements which captures the pani and fear experenced by the
workers on being assaulted in their beds s that of Mr WX a 33 year old
miner. He reports that two persons whom he thought were soldwers on
account of their camouflage uniforms. attacked him in his bed whilke
swearing at him. He pleaded with them not to hit ham, but they
disregarded his pleas As he attempted to beave the room he wis
assaulted by three other soldiers. two of whom hit hum with pwck
handles and the third hit him with a sjambok At thes stage | was on the
first Noor of the hostel block, when | realised that there was police or

. soldiers all over. | knew that the only alternative which was left me was

to jump from the first floor to the ground floor | then jumped from the
first Noar to the ground Noor 1 fell down badly, | broke my leg and my
knee was dislocated in the process | had not reabised that | was
throwing myself right onto the hands of other soldiers who were on the
ground floor. At this stage | am not able to say for sure -how many
soldiers or police hit me with pick-handles whilst | lay down. They were
insulting me whilst they assaulted me They were talking Afrikaans. |
understand a bit of Afrikaans. They were saying “Kaffir bok. Jy dink jy s
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slim_’ ( You thank you're clever ) Sometimes Lhey would say, "Hond vy dink
v s shim " (You dog. you think you're clever.) One supervisor of C block
then arrived in an ambulance It was then that they stopped assaulting
me. As & result of this assault on me by the police | sustained a broken
leg. numerous welts on my body and sprained right arm. The police had
no right 1o assault me as | had not provoked them. They had no nghts to
order mineworkers to go o work dunng a legal strnike.” :

Mr NT, a 24 year-old miner from the Western Holdings No 7 Shaft,
reports a similar assault the following day at that mine. He states, “We
were on a legal strnike on that day, whilst we were still seated there was
an order from the loud speaker that we should go to work and that we
would get protection. The time was 7.30am. We did not go 1o work, and
most people, including myself, condemned that fact thar the previous
day some people had been assaulted by the pohce on the other shafis
and a1 our shaft. We all wanted the management’s explanatoon for the
calling of the pohce the previous night. Some of the people who had been
injured the previous night had actually been people who had gone o
work Thev had been doing day shift. but when the police hit them they
ordered these people to go Lo work rrespectne of whether they were
doung day or ngght shaft.

“We all then went Lo the gale We had heard that management wanted

Example of an
ingury fromm a
rubber bullet | a
plug ran be sfen 0
the wound | The
phod ograph was
taken a month after
thes Welkom
munewororr had
been shot by peodece
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tor talk 1o us there When we were al the main gale the pwole o appee-dresd
at the other sule ol 1 ha Late " ihaought 1hese b Were Droles Tors il
those who wanted to go to work (e of the posdice ordered us throug!
the loud speeakers 1o 2o o work and sasd he was gnang us fhve manute-
withim which to o to work We remained where we were standing Aftes
some Lime he fired a shot into the air. and the pobce moved towards us
Thes were carnang pick handles spambols and guns | and others
started ruﬁmng for we realsed they meant to kall os We ran toward-
Free State Geduld Mines and as we ran the polce set dogs at us OUne
dog bit me and | fell down One pobceman arrved whalst | was hang
down and he hit me on the head and all over my body and sad u
Alnkaans Gaan werk e kaffie ( Go o work. kaffir i | sretended 1o be
unconscious and hie keft me | sustaned multiple injurses on the hea!
and a bite on the kg | then went to the medical statbxon where | wa-
handaged and made to work outssde™

"~ 2. Damage Lo property

The allegatmons i oUur  peossessson describe events which beft the
unfortunate impressson among withesses that certan police may have
participated in booting and damaging of shops in Sebokeng on 3 and 4
September | SR

An adul woman from Sehokeng <states that on the morning of
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September 3 a police kombi stopped at the shops at Sebokeng, some of
which were on fire Three or four policemen entered a shop not yet on
fire and took a large cardboard box from the shop To the cries from
bystanders Je lona lea utswa” ( you also are stealing ). the policemen put
the cardboard box in their kombi and drove off

Two other deponents independently allege that at about noon on
September 3, 18984 about four police hippo trucks drove up o the
Kentucky Fried Chicken in Zone 14, Sebokeng About ten pobcemen in
camouflage uniform got out of the hippos and walked around the
Kentucky Fried Chicken outlet. One of the deponents alleges that one of
the policemen then appeared to pour petrol through a broken window
After about three or four minutes the pobicemen then drove off and the
Kentucky Fried Chicken outlet started to burn fiercely The other
depopent did not see any policemen actively set fire to the outlet. but
alleges that the outlet began to burn immediately after the polcemen

';" eft and before any other person had approached the outlet
One of the same deponents alleges that at about Spm on the following
day two SAP landrovers drove up to the Vswonhire shop at Sebokeng
About seven policemen dressed in camouflage unifforms clumbed out of
these vehwles and began to chase about 20 people standing near the
shop The shop had already been looted Twe -polhicemen then enlered
the shop and came out a few minutes later carrying two apparenth
heavy boxes and extension: cords The boxes were loaded into the
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loaded them into a hippo and drove off

Mlhmtﬁmpnum_dqrﬁtn-em.humuht
saw five or six hippos drive up to a bottie store in Zone 14, Sebokeng. Al
Lheum:umthepo&f—ﬁudllnﬂudpwﬁrmhutm;the
bottle store. After shooting teargas into the bottle store the pobice then
entered. The police found five people imside the bottle store, four men
and one woman, whom they ordered to e on the tar road After
threatening to shoot them the police beat them and then chased them
away. Thereafter four policemen entered the bottle store and called to
some people nearby to help them rémove the bquor At ths stage there
were only two hippos at the bottle store The pobee called out sayng
"Kom, kom, julle ons sal nie sioet nee,” (Come, come were nol going to
shoot ).-Certain bystanders then assisted the pobice in loading the hippo
with about ten sealed boxes of bguor. Shortly afterwards the poleemen
were seen drinking whale shooung at crowds of people in the township
Rtllbulh:htl&-mfrmuthuspmh}'thrdtpunrmmrru&mm
mornmg.

Mlﬂe.tdprlﬂ.ﬂ which was not confined to Sebokeng concerns the
indiscriminate firing of bullets and or teargas at prwvate houses. A youny,
woman from Boipatong tells ths story: Her brother Solomon had gone
down o the Administration Board offices on the mormung of September
" 3, in order to advise his mother, who was a cleaner there, 1o return
MMW“HMMM“IHHMM!MMM Un
huwlthmhehunth-ththfnlﬁrﬂmmhmg
mmm-ummmnrmdmmm
about an hour later. He was lasd down on the foor of the back bedroom
Because of 1hve danger of entering the streets Lhe household decuded that
it was too dangerous Lo report the death Lo the polce. .

Later that night Solomon's brother, Edward, who had returned from
_work went out Lo bolt the front gate. As he was returning to the house a
.police hippo drove by, stopped. and then a shot rang out Edward felt
the thud of a rubber buliet on hus lower back. “Two more shots rang out,
one Leargas canister crashed through the front wandow and a rubber
bullet through anpther window. As the teargas canister had blocked the
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exit from the house via the kitchen there was a stampede for the back
window. Since the panic was so grest we trampled over the body of
Solomon in order to reach the window, and | opened the window with
my hands, broke the burglar guards and glass and finally the five adults
and three babies suffering from Leargas escaped im this fashion. We
rushed Lo the garden water tap to splash water on our faces. | ran to the
front of the house and saw Lhe stationary hippo and saw and heard the
figures on board laughing After about five minutes they left. We didnt
sleep in the house again for about a week A window was damaged by
the rubber bullet, but the teargas severely damaged the table, curtain
and tiles” The death was reported the following day. The neighbours
believed that the police fired at the house because the lights were on.
“But our lights were on because we had a body in the house”, says the
YOUNE Woman. .

A priest from Sharpeville suffered a similar expenience At about
2.30pm in his house at Sharpeville, he, a fellow prest, hs wife and his
cousin were kneeling in the sitting room saying their evening prayers. A
further eight children, three of whom were his own. were asleep 1n the
main bedroom and two other bedrooms Without warning two Leargas
canisters were fired into the two bedrooms. The adults rushed to the
rooms from which tearsmoke was billowing The priest's eldest son of 11
fainted because a teargas canister had exploded next to him He saw a
police vehicke driving away from his house on the street side of the
house from which the teargas was fired. After evacuating the children to
a neighbour’'s house, the priest had to return because his second son was
missing When he was about to leave the house, a police vehicle
at his house, which struck the house below the study window. The priest
feit that he could not leave the house because of the police outside. He
inhaled a considerable amount of tearsmoke, and had 1o receive medical-
treatment and was confined to bed. The house was uninhabitable for a
month after the incident. The following day eight rubber bullets were
fired into the house. Eight window panes were broken. Curtains,
blankets and carpets were damaged. _

Further examples of indiscriminate damage to the property of
township inhabitants or of a general reckiess disregard for such persons’

3. Provocative, humiliating or insensitive conduct

Hmhufmtrduduﬂdﬂrhdh!.hemmirh.hmb!.
the police can be labelled provocative. Furthermore, many of the
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deponents who make allegations concernimg the shootung or beating of
the inhabitants of the Rand townships make reference in passing to
such conduct as gratuitous abuse of blacks, or laughter while the
invoived policemen were beating people or humaliating bystanders. On at
least two occasions police were seen drinking alcohol while patrolling
the townships and in one case while physacally assaulting a man inside a
hippo. A particularly common allegation s that pobce laughed while
perpetrating assaults

Among the vanety of abusive terms used by police al vanous stages
included the following “kaffir”, “hond” ( dog ), “koelie™, “you bloody fucking
black men”, “jou ma se gal”. “Jou ma se poes® (referring to his mother's
private parts) It s incudents such as the following however, that create
a suggestion that some of the pohce regarded thewr dutes as a kind of
sport

A young woman describes how, on Sunday September 23 at the
Evaton Cemetery near Sebokeng, police surrounded the mourners. Both
black and white policemen weanng camouflage uniforms and armed
with sjamboks and firearms, approached the gathering After the
mourners attempted to board their transport. they were dragged out
and ordered to sit on the ground The young woman describes how two
pobicemen, laughing at the tume, beat her with sjamboks as she was
trying to board the bus Once evervbody was situng on the ground the
police began to humabate the mourners. In panwular. she saw them
begin to cut people’s hair with knnes.

The statement of the 33 year-old marred man, assaulted and
humibated in Sharpeville on September 15 ustrates many of the
comments made above At around 430pm on September 15, a hippo
pulled up outside the house of his brother in-law, containing about exght
policemen in camouflage uniforms and one in SAP blue They ordered
the occupants of the house outside and then grabbed Mr AT by the beht
and dragged him Lo the hippo. They asked him why he attended the
funeral which had been held at the Methodist Church in the cemetery at
Sharpeville. Although he had been at the funeral he demed it They
asked him why he had carried a flag or banner Again he denied it. They
then kicked him in the face and beat him about his chest. He thought he
was going to dw, because he had suffered from a heart complaint,
percardits, since 1882 He saw six bottles of beer inside the hippo o
which three more were added from a shebeen The hippo drove off and
turned into Mphahlele Street. The hippo stopped outside another house
from which a young man was brought out. This man was whipped by the
police using standard issue PVC whips. The police continued whipping
the young man until they reached the northern area of Sharpeville.

: 23



During this time, some of the policemen in the hippo were drinking
brandy and coke. They continued to drive arcund the township abusing
the deponent Mr AT, calling him inter alia “jou ma se poes” and tefling
him that he was going to die as his mother had Al one stage a
policeman wearing an SAP blue uniform_ “called me over near hum He
to pull my moustache and told others to do the same Then he
told me to take off my shirt. It was covered with blood . Later, they

told ‘mie to lie down. One stood on my neck and another on my ower

|

told the police this, he was ordered to go into the waler and wash the
blood from his face. He was told to submerge five Limes while the polwcs
shot rubber bullets into the water pext to him He was then ordered Lo
sit under a tree for an hour While he was runmng Lo the tree he was
shot at and a rubber bullet hn his hand Durnng the tnp through
Sharpeville he had been forced to stand on top of the happo and rasing
his arms shout in Sotho, “everyvthing s rnght” After the incadent he went
10 a relative in a state of shork and shivermmg, He stll ( November 26 ) has
four PVC whip marks on his rght arm and marks on his ssde and
recetved medical attenton

A school pupil at a Pretona township hth schood alleges thal he was
apprehended by policemen after running away from his school when
police arrived. He was ordered to remove his shirt and trousers and then
four policemen wearing SAP uniforms beat him with sjamboks andd
batons. His colleague was also beaten while stnpped They were ordered
to dress and taken to another policeman who agan ordered them Lo (e
on the ground and beat them with spamboks At the college these Twi,
male students were ordered to be on the ground and kiss each other on
the lips. They did so as they were afrasd The police were laughing durnng
the incident. After this they were Lobd Lo go home

4. The indiscriminate use of teargas

Many of the statements encountered abowve reveal thal teargas wias used
without due consideration, or recidessly, or puntnehy Whike s well
known that teargas is an extremely unpleasant. even panfl substance
to be exposed to, the deleterious effects on the health of the vicums
often ignored. Comments on the use of teargas are contaned in the

[ at the end of this report. In particular, the use of teargas n
confined spaces such a8 houses, vehicles and classrooms has more of a
punitive character to it In some of the cases detalled abone, very young
children or even infants suffered after expemure to trargas
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Polie on patrol at a scene of unrest in the Vaal (September )
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Saturday September 8, at sbout 3.30pm_ & young woman was in a
a faneral The bus was stopped and about 20 young
it. The policemmen who emtered were laughing and
sbusing the passengers. They begaa to beat the passengers. People insade
the bus were screaming and crying. Outside the bus they were forced to
sit on the ground where police beat them with sjamboks snd quirts
beaten and some were bleeding. The passengers, including the young
mmu—ummmmmmmm
in custody,
- A 20-year-old youth, Mr NM, of Sebokeng, describes the funerals in

¥

Ez

When the service ended, members of the congregation were told by the
police to drive to the Evaton cemnetary. Before the end of the senawe
there, the police swrounded the members of the gathening Mr NM ran

then foxced to assemble near the graveyard and to sit down. This
wﬂ“lpﬂn—ﬁ—m’:hﬂnhhnhﬂr
Together with abiut 80 others he was taken 1o the Sebokeng Police
Station on 2 police truck. When they sstived at the police station, the
inkabitents of the truck were made to run a gauntlet between two rows



of policermen who beat them s they emerged from the truck. They were
driven into a cage. Some were beaten inside the cage by a policeman. Mr
NM was kept in that cage for about eight hours withoat food or water,
Htllld!ll.lltﬂﬂtmh‘hhmhlummw
and he was thereafter taken o the cells.

A Ms PM, also of Sebokeng recounts much the same story. She was
placed in the cage but removed after about an hour because she had
been badly injured and there was much blood on her body. She was
nformed that there was no transport to take her 1o hospital She states -
that there were more than 60 people, men, women and children, in the
cell whach was about 15 metres square. Ms PM witnessed a group of
policemen assault a woman all over her body. She saw Lhe same woman
afterwards in the cell and stated that her body had turned green. Ms PM
hersell had been shot in the face with a rubber bullet. Another woman ol
49 years old, also of Sebokeng suffered the same treatment. She was
- kept in the iron cage for about four hours. She states that the cage was
. about 15 w0 20 metres square and completely packed with people who
were bleeding and some of whom were crying Despite a gash on her
head she did not recerve medical attention.

A white prest from Sharpeville reports that on October 25, a2 bunal
service was held at the local graveyard for a 16-year-old youth shot the
previous week by police. After the bunal-service had been completed
and as the last of the mourners had begun to enter the township, police
Landrovers drew up behind the mourners. The doors were suddenly
opened and a number of policemen wielding siamboks set upon the
_mourners. According Lo the priest. the attack was savage and the police
assaulted the mourners without discrniminating between girls, women,
children. and men. The mourners “screamed. for mercy, scatiered over
fences and private property, hotly pursued by police”. Within five
minutes the area was deserted again. The police returned to their
vehicles and drove off. A small group of mourners grouped themselves
around the priest and another church munister and were in that way

spared from the beating This ook place at approximately 12.30pm.

6. Other allegations

Rape
On November 21, 2 girls of 15 and lﬁmre:ﬂqed.t;rupedhytwwhue

policemen in a police hippo. While returning from the shops, they were
ordered into a hippo in Sharpeville at about 4pm and kept. insade until
approximately 6.30am the next morming During this time they were
allegedly raped three times by two of the occupants of the hippo. They
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have been examuned by a district surgeon_and have identified their

mm made of the iron cages used to hold the
arrested mourners after the burials which took place on September 23,
ﬂ.thﬂvmmi.ﬂﬂuﬁtmﬂmhmm&
mm“ﬂthuﬁhﬂdhwm-ﬂemw
medical treatment when they needed such Lreatment.

Ambush : '

A disturbing incident was reported by Mr PM of Sebokeng on Tuesday
September 18. He reports that he poticed a Vaal Transport Corporation
bus parked outside the Bantu Affairs Commissioner’s Office at about
645pm. In this area people were walking casually and no stone-
throwing was taking piace. He noticed that the lights of the bus were on
but there was no-one inside the bus. Suddenly the lights of the bus were
extinguished and shots rang out. He saw. sparks emanating from the
_ windows of the bus. Fhe few peopie in the area, léss than ten, ran away.
About five minutes later he saw the same bus in a nearby street and
mmﬁmﬁmﬂﬁmlhi%hmh&r-humr
purpose 51 this stratagem was. At the least it appears as a ruse. to lure
township residents into an ambush. -

Concluding remarks . _
ltwuw-m in the affidavits taken from township
residents that the police appeared to believe they were at war. This
attitude is reflected in the substance of the allegations contained in this
mmmmmmmmummm
" guilty, the callous disregard for the property and the lives of the
“enemy”, the eade with which the trigger is pulled or the baton wielded
reveal an inability to recognise the humanity of other persons. The only
mmmmmummmhmm
" behind and the responses that they have produced is an immediate
mmmmpmumdmhmmmww
disciplinary action.



AFPENDIX A o
Statement by Dr Yosuf Veriava

*l have treated people from Sebokeng and Lenasia who have suffered from
inguries during the unrest i these areas. Two of these collapaed a8 a result of
the teargas; one wis a reporter from the Beeld newspaper. One child whem |
saw after inhalatwon required mouth to mouth resuscitation as a result of the
teargas. Teargas has been used indecnimanately and mnocent bystanders and
passeraby as well as protesters have been affected by w. Teargas was used in the
vicintty of two surgerses in Lenasia on 28 August. A teargas cannster was flung
into doctors Asval and Timols surngery on 24 August through the door.

" Teargas can be kethal especally (o people suffening from chronx chest or
heart complants. This makes the indewrniminate use by the AP on the
populaisn at large, most rresponsible. .

I have witiiessed the police using quirts a quirt s a flexible weapon
approximately one metre ng fairly thiek 2 one end and tapening st Lhe other.
| have seen the quirts being used on persons repetanely. Repetine stndang in
this way causes severs brusung and multipbe injurws. The mjunes have largely
been on the back and «hest but | have also seen and treated injunes Lo the face,
head, arms, hands and legs from quurts. | have seen one person. Mrs Ragoo, very
soon after her assault when she sustaned a senous eye injury as a resulk of
. being beaten with a quirt. | have abw treated two people for fractured nasal
bones and one for fractured bones of the hand

I have witnessed policemen, from one 1o [our in numbser, corpernng a singhe
person on several occasions and all of them hitting the person umubhaneously. |
do mat belwsve that the behaswur of the police s preventatne at all it s pun.l.n-e
in the extreme

Rubber bulets have caused deaths Thewr sze and wesght result in uu-rbt-u
hh.lnpnrnlhrwhrh they are fired at chwe range. The impact of the rubber
causes serous visceral damage cspecially when o stnkes the head, chest or
abdumen When the rubber bullet strikes the head it can cause mira-cranial
blecding oulside or inssde the braun. | know of one chid whose skull was
fractured by rubber bullet and who dwd of meningtis as a resuilt. | treated a
child whu was shit on the right sde of the head by a rubber bullet. He =
suffering weakness of the keft arm and o confused Hin braun has been damaged
and he has become forgetful He could possably suffer permanent damage and be
Lable 1o focal fits

Rubber bullets. when they hit the chest area can fracture nbs and cause
bleeding into the lungs If the arva near the heart o struck. prrmanent damage
can be caused Shots wheeh stnke the ahdomen can damage the lver, spleen,
kidneys and bowebs. | am sure there will be cadence of drul'u.'rlu.-:rd in this way
in pust mortem records

| have treated someons in Lenasia whose beg was fractured h} a rubber bullet
1 have abw treated persons who suffered extensne brusmng and majpor
lasceratsns from rubber bullets. -
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| have treated many people who have sufflered bad injuries (rom birdshot. One
woman had 42 peliets lodged in ber body. Bardshot can cause sernous mjunes
-which can be lethal .

Thtpﬂuh-!lhn—drulmthrbultul | have treated two patenis
who were shot from the back One of these, 3 |5-yrar-old boy. was shol i Lhe
back of the siull in September and the bullet = still lodged tn his braun. He has
Mhﬁu-ﬂbm“m&-hﬂuﬂuﬂu-
nourcrsurgeon. He n suffering from parslysis and s lkely to have fts in the
future. After he had been shot he fell and fractured his ght clavicke.

Anotihver (one) of my patients was shot i the back through the buttocks and
the bullet s still lodged in the peivia He was very lucky that hs bladder and
bowels were not damaged.

It s obvious from these patients’ wounds that the polee could rot have been
in danger as the victims were walling of runnng sway at the Lume

Another (one ) of my patsents was shot above U lndneys and yrt another was
shot through the throat The bullet left through he nght shoulder Hes lanna
was damaged and he s now suffering from subrutancous Fmphysema

One litthe girl was returning home after Koran clesses at the Madressa in
Lenasia when she was assaujjed by pobcemen carrymng ‘quirta Ancther exthi
year-old child fell donng s police charge. and wygured her knee 1n Sebokeng, She

had an enormous gash which was not property Urealed for three or four days
When | treated it & was spetc. She could contract seplc arthrits as & result
and become & permancal crppie

Many prople fear going to Lhe hospatals for treatment as Lhey sev Lhe hospatals
a5 an extenson of the police presence i Uhe towmalups (Rhers el thatl the
treatment they get af the hospaals 8 poowr and prefer o e (o thew UFS of 0
private clinics or e Lo dociorn Uemsehvs

Thia can be very dangerous (One of my patwrsts had deoctored humsell after
being struck on the foot by a rubber bullet He had cutl open the hugr
haematoms (brumes ) with a biade Thes had turned sepixr Many prople are
harbouring serious injunes and lascerations whach could twmn seplsc and lead Lo
septicacmia and even desth

Having treated people from Afncan. Indmn and Loloured townalups, | am
convinced the aitacks by Uhe police @ Uhe Alfrwan areas were [ more sustaned
and vicious than they were i other areas” .
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APPENDIXB
Report by Dr Abu' Baker Asvat

*I have treated injunes which were alleged to be the result of pobce action |
have seen inyures from Inve bullets

1. One man of about 25 to 30 years old was in severe pain and could not walk. |
referred him to Baragwanath Hospital where they found a Ive bullet lodged in
the simphis pupis (Just above the pens ) They decided against removing the
bullet The man alleged that he had been shot in Sebokeng

2 | saw and treated another yvoung man, abo from Sebokeng. who had been
allegedly shat by the police The point of entry of the bullet was on the upper
thigh There was also a point of ex

3 In another case a young man had been shot at from the sude. His scar was just
below the knee The bullet had penetrated the muscle causing damage to
tssure and shan

| have also seen many cases of injurnes from birdshot — mamly in the back area
The worrying feature in these cases s that the foreZn body remains in the body
This could be serwus | treated a case in 1976, where birdshot hid lodged in the
spine causing malformation in the young patent’s legs and difficulty in walking
The imparct of the birdshot could cause harmorrhaging in the brain, the loss of
the eve or the case of the birdshot, damaging the facal nerve and paralyss of
the facial muscles.

I have treated injuries recenved from rubber bullets If the bullet 5 shaot from
close quarters and hits the chest area, it could cause cardiac arrest [t s fully in
the realms of medical knowledge that death can occur from rubber bullets

Altogether | have examined 60 to 70 patients in Soweto and about |50 0 the
Vaal all over a penod of six werls and all were treated for injunes from e
bullets, birdshot, rubber bullets and sjambok beatings Some of the sjambok
bealings had opened the skin and given nse Lo seplic wounds Some of the cases
| have dealt with appear to be the result of a4 vicwus assault Une of the
problems | had in treating the patents was Urmat few of them wen! to hospital
The Sebokeng Hospital in particular was considersd an extension of the polie
statwon. The same problem was experwenced in Haragwanath Hospatal in Soweto”
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APFENX C

Repert en the cliect of eargas and rebber balicts
by Dr Oifierd Geldemich

Teargas

M'h-hni-i-rwrh-—jrmm Teargas or (S gas
{chioro-benzliedens malononitrile) b 3 potentially dangrrous gas It has been
inown to cause cynamide poisoning where therr has bren repested exposure
South Africs is said 1o have begen producing its own teargas. The eXACT MIXtUr"
used by the South African Police & not Ivown And & 8 not known whwther
more seTious compounds or rombmations of rompoands are coflamed @ the
teargas used by the South African Police ’

© It s claimned that teargas is 2 safe and homanr way of deprraang & crowd The
fart is that trarges s et safe snder all ronditions Trarges has only been shown
to be safe of low concentrations. refrased B the outdoor. and sunny dn
weather and on healthy, adult mabts. Where the chrmeral B thrown nto & Cosed
space sach as churches, schools. housrs and rven hospiiak and chnics, the
mﬂn‘ﬂhh““l“mﬂﬂm
released, s very rapidiy toxic. If a presoa resaiis. B 4 roo of 5 uRable G
eacape, the chesnical can kill thesn. Infants and the aged may not be ablr 10
“t-dtﬂluﬂl-ﬁ-thlﬂtﬂmmﬂuﬂhm
been two recest cases (November ) of young chidren beng admated Lo honpetal
in a state of coma It took threw days for the childrrn to brrome lucxd. Both had
been exposed (o teargas less than 24 hours brdore being admstied Lo hespatal It
is not known for ceriaim whether the effects of tearges are dafferent ua nlants or
“.“i“#““llﬂlﬂﬁﬂwm
will have a4 more serious elfect on sech groups

The clfects of tenrges are & lollows

1. Eyes are affected immedintely and bagn to tch and become paunful sting and
run ot the spame tane In Fxtresse coasrs, prrmancet damage (o (he outlrr
surince of the eye may occwr

8 m_ﬂﬂmi_h“-‘MIm_ﬂ

3. There is also ritation of the mouth and the ferhng of stngng and burmng of
the mouth and throat ‘

4. With continued exposure. a sharp brght and burnng pamn in the chest can be
feit. Coughang often occurs and one may crpenence diffeully i brealhing

5. Nausea vomiting and beichmg frequenthy orrur The may eed o pasmn n the
Romach

5 Sikin ritation s expenenced by almost Fveryone exposed Lo teargas [ fs
mildesdt form there » & stnging of the sion. especmally the skin of the (ace and

~  wetter aress such as the lipe In 2 more severe reaction bisters and the
opening of the sian can occur Inferton can develop after & Lume

7. Headarhes may develop. especmilly f Use ssnusres get blocked.

8 Sympioss usually deapprer sbowt 30 mmuirs afier re;chung chean mr

9. Rowever, if one recerves an excessive and proloaged dose of Leargas in ways

- J



for exampie in a closed room or a heavily built-up area,
then more devastating effects can occur. Babies have developed severe chest
infections, skin infections and even deaths have beem reported due o
ﬂ‘_“‘“ﬁ“ﬂpﬂ“lﬂh‘mmm
damage, especially o the lungs. kidneys and liver, due o very high
concentrations of the gas. Where death has occurred it has usually been
about a day afier exposure to the chemical and » most ofien due o lung
damage and suffocaton nhmmwumm;m
oedema)

Mm:uﬁmuw-mmﬂmummhmmm

dangrerous

Rabber ballets
Thrﬂrﬂnithrruﬂrrhuhﬂﬂrprnﬂﬂnlhdﬂmm-hﬂihm
and the area of the body which it strikes. The rubber bullet used by the South
African pobice s 80 millimetres in length and 35 millimetres in diameter and has
a mass of approximately 100 grama Fired at close quarters a rubber bollet can
killl partcularty f #t strikes the head It = incorrect to belve thal the rubber
bullet » incapable of oprning the flesh | treated one case where the chest
muscies of the patsent (& woman | had been ripped open by a rubber bullet
Muscies had been ripped down 1o the bone In ancther case a2 man expenenced
haemothroses as & result of bring struck in the knee by a rubber bullet. | have
treated about N victims of the recent unrest and many had severe muscular
njury The use of rubber bullets may have had the #ffect Thal the users feel they
have an'open lrense to shoot at any opportunity. The B premsed on the belief
that rubber bullets are incapable of causing semous harm Thes bebel may have
bed to the reckiess and indiscnimunate firing of rubber bullets *

|
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Drawing malsly spen press reperin, we have managed o plece tagether the
hllswing sequence of events, which give a perspective in which to view the
distressing allegations we present.

Anguet - "

A dationwide campaign agaanst the new Constiution i terms of which Induan
and coloured commuuibes will ciect representaines o Ahacally dwcreie
assembiics The opposiion w primarily on the grounds thal X excludes any
African participstion from the central goverament

Angust 21

Ten leaderi of the UDF and affilated organmations. whieh had taken the memt
public profile in opposing the new Consttution. are detamned under Secton N of
the Internal Security Act In the lollowmng weeia more people are detaned
under Section 28 bringng the number to {K A fra are released after a month
but most reman i detrnbon

Angust 22 ' . -

BElections for the Coloured House of Representsiaes. As 2 chmax 1o the
CRmpaiEn 1o regect the pew Constst wton, 708 (UL stedenis pan i 3 Batonwde
boycotl of clasees I protest agamst &3 wppirmentatsn In prstests around the
country 1 12 people are arrested of wham K are charprd, montly with mueos

offences, mcluding ‘wearmg an diegal poster Thaty percent of the regmtered
m-ﬂm&*mw

*_ﬂ

wmmm—:dm 'm-d.-t-umﬂymnnh
take place especially v Lenasta where polwrr wse rubber bullets trangas and
sjambolks to dmperse a | 000 strong crowd An sstimated 30 people are injured
Police. report 44 wodents’ i the Transvaal The polis are lower than those for
the coloured clections: 21% of regstered and 164 of clggible volers vote

Angust 29

School boycotts spread from Pretona 10 East Rand sohools in prodest agaunst
sexual sbuses, madequals conditsons. U s bmt on alendance Al schook,
ndthrr“mﬂnuﬂudru Rrpresentsiney ( oun s

!q_l-nrl :
lnrmw“mhﬂ-\ulhm#ﬂl}nt}n
recommended if rent increases are ped dropped Rent increases are sut horsed
by local authortes (communny councis ) who had bren elecied on very low
polls. Blacks are said 1o identify ths local authorty structure with the new
constitutional dispensation Rrsidents or cAic smsocialions state that residents
mnﬂmﬂrﬂ*m-mmdm-ﬂ'ﬂrum:ﬂuul
and the rost-of Bving

ml .
It is reported that thousands of residents adbhere 10 3 call by the local U



Association and other Vaal organisations to stayaway for one day in protest
against Lhe rent increases. A protest march to the admmistration board offices is
broken up by councillors and police Violence breaks out. By the end of the day -
14 are dead and many others injured. Some residents attack the houses of
councillors. Police enter school premmses in Mamelodi and one person is seroosly
mjured .

September 5
.ﬁ.“:rwd—up::.ﬁmulpﬂw-mrmudrth\m-d-mm
offices while a delegation negotiates with the poboe, councillors  and -
adminwstration board officials over the rent increases. Residents' demands are
not met, but the councillors agree to call an urgent meeting to discuss the rent
msur Vosloorus (East Rand) students boyrott classes Fve hundred pupals
march on polre station demanding the redease of pupds arrested the previous
werk When a warning by police o dsperse s ignored. police fire teargas at the
crowd Pupils Mee throwing stones st policr and bulldings. Twenty-nine schools
wmvolving & 700 pupds boycott in Katlehong | Germiston ). 4 700 pupids m
Daveyton (Bemomi). | 800 in Thokoza (Alberion) 10 000 m Soshanguve
(Pretoria) and some 4 B in Tembewa (Kempton Park) where classes are
stspended. (lasses are also supended at Minerva Higgh Schonl in Alexandrs
{Johannesburg | Polee are calked 10 and many ignowdents of polsce usang bardshaot,
rubber bullets and teargas agaunst boyeot ting st usdents. are reporned.

Septrmber 7
Official death Lol in the "al.llrhl‘ilﬂ , although the real number B suspected
to be much higher 1'nrest i Thabong ( Welkom' flares up again when police use
rubber bullets and tearsmpke (o dsperse youths at a hall after a point -rrtu
betwreen students and parents to discuss the school boyeatt

September B .

An estimated 3 (KK} attend the funeral of unrest victims in Katlehong and 8 000
-mm::hﬁmur':mﬂﬂudlhnumhﬂ+
gathernings. Police fire trargas at mourners. One person s killed and one
serously ingured by pobce afler a group atiempls to st alight the Katlehong
mayor's home

September 10

Students in Warmbaths boyoogn, meﬂuﬂ'm
They smash windows and burn two cars belonging to the prmcipal and another
teacher .

September 11 | - o .
All meetings of more than two whach discuss of cribcse government policy are
banned until the end of the month -

September 12 _
Rlark srhools are closcd early in attempt to curb the growing unrest.



Saptessber 17 ,
hﬂminﬁihm““irﬁumm

and residents sse reported throughout the weslk :

Amﬁmnﬂ“-*_lﬁﬁt‘ﬂm
hﬂ“hlﬁ_ﬂ“ﬂ”l“]ﬂm
Chamber of Mines. Pelice are calied in and = the days that follow ot least 16
sainers are killed and abowt 700 ijured — many serowsly

Saptomber 39 . *
mmun#mm:ﬁ--ﬂpﬁriM1 suxtern of
thooe kilad 3o far are under the age of 15

Septomber IT
m_ﬂnm-'-m-m-ﬂm-
m&m“ﬂﬂlﬂmm“*ﬂhﬁﬂh
m-‘mnmdﬂzmmnmdhn
Mosweng sllegediy shot dead by 2 security paliceman .
Fl“ﬂﬂm“m-lm-mm
qp-hti-:ﬁ-ﬂ_uu-ihlnrﬂ-iﬁu-lﬂdpru—m
sleo detaibed In terms of Section 29 of the Internal Secury Act :

Pﬂbmﬂ'-tmhnﬁu-rmhnhn
control of his vohicle during & soning incidest, ploughs into 2 crowd, kilting
. thwee and injoring six. School boycotts allect 34 schosls. '

October 3 ’
muﬂ‘hn-hum-dm-mmm A post office
and bierhalls are loosted and burat. :

Ocieber § * - .
ﬂrmﬂm-ﬂ:mmﬂtﬁr-—mnﬂﬁnh-ﬁm



Octaber 10
Hd“v&t—hlﬁn‘muﬂm-mm&t

October 11
mmmamwmﬂrmmmﬂu
the Iniernal Security Act Students and teachers are the group most hit by
detentions: 170 out of the 368 people detamed thes year fall mio ths category
(SAIRR).

October 12 h
The funeral of Nicholas Siphiwe Mgudiwa, who was shot m his yard by police
~takes place with heavy police presence. The crowd's reaction s volatile and a
white baby. Blair Gordon, i killed when crowds stone his maother's car

Octeber 15

L

Alteridgeville schools, closed dunng schbol bovootts earher thes year, are re
opened but most students fad to return
October 12

One-day stayaway in KwaThema in support of students’ demands. Many workers
adhere to the stayaway call

October I3

Seven thousand troops and police enter and cordon off Sebokeng in the middle
of the night 350 people are arrested by 530 in the morming. but the figure rses
Mmmtmdtﬂrﬂrmﬂmh'p—hwnﬂm&n:#mﬂwlm
ﬁﬂﬂhmﬂ!uwﬂﬂwmlm-&nﬂmﬂ}mm
securty lepsiation, The operation, labelled Uperation Palmiet’ moves to other
Vaal townships. The Army performs a similar operation in Tembsa in the East
Rand

October 19 '
Official figures of the numbers dead by this date » 131 -mﬂm;mthrwm

Nevember 2
mm.t.Wmmmmﬂmmm*mfmunhr
Vaal Civic Association are detained All members of the cnoe keadership are now
ecither dead or in dEtenton or in hding

Nevember 5-§

Two-day staysway called by numerous trade unions, cnvc and student groups in
nwdum'mmmuwmmmmﬂ
police action in the townships. Success varied from 5 in Soweto 1o 8% i the
Vaal and 100 in Ratanda { East Rand) Twenty three prople are killed in clashes
with’ police. Six thousand fve hundred workers are damesed ot Sasol od
refinery for adhening to the stayaway call

Nevember 8-14 .

Police detain stayaway keaders and others including Thams Mak, Release

Mandela Campaign (RMC), Oups Monareng, Soweto Youth Congress (Soyco) and
Moses Mayekiso, Metal and Alied Workers' Unjon (Mawu) On the Sth, police

*
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