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When Christian must
-~ oppose State

vonsctous effort Lo Temem -
et thes s & Black

Is there any rocial segregation
or discrimination within the Angli-
can Church in South Africa?

FATHER COMBEK: In theory I don

think thefe i3 any unless you regard
aifferential pay for White and Black

clergy as discrimination 1 think the
= fact tha: so fen Alrlcans are among
the highlv placed clergy — bishops,
deans and archdeacofis 3 DeChie

Africans do not aa yel measure up to
the demands of the public organisation
of the Church as we know those demands
today To be in & position of suthordy
you require an experience which flew
Africans nave as yel Alw the Slate
authorities 1n & Wihute -cominated multi-
racial society would be likely Lo make
things difficult Tor him

In other words, there is in lact
discrimination in practice?

FATHER COMBER: The Lrouble \s not

30 much a deliberate discrimination as

an inability or unwillingness (o grow out
ol the racial conditions we have all been
subjected 0 When Black and White
meet, » condlijoned reflex response
obecures thelr common humanity. One

FATHER TOM COMBER
IN AN .
INTERVIEW WITH BENJAMIN POGRUND

gy

Father Tom Comber was born in England 53 °

vearr agn. After completing an enginecring
degree at Cambridpe he entered the minisiry and
camie i South Africa in 1937, He has served
a1 a4 parith priest in Germiston, Jeppe, Ferreiras-
tomn and Ermelo, and was Anglican C haplain ai
the Umiversity of the Witwatersrand for five years.
He has been Rector of 51. Andrew’s. Kensingion.
Johannethurg. since February this year. He u
married and hav two children.
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Whot form does discrimination
take in the Church?

FATHER COMBER: There are not
aany White congregalions where Black
people woulo be genulnely welcomed
Black Anglicans can worship 1n any
church, bu: it- would take ume [or them
to be fully accepted This 15 due nol S0
much to jack of goodwil as o »ocisl
ineptituce We dont know how o get
on tigether as people We don’t know
what 'o say (o eaoh oihe#r This 11 a
human fating not by ANy means con-
fAned 'o member: of the Church

Isn’t this the basic feiling in
South Africa which causes much
of the inter-raciol difficulties
which we have?

FATHER COMBER: Certainly. Lack

of genuine contact is the denlal of com-

munity. but this weakness s by Do
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and the wilness of Christlans in Lhe
world, 0 & healthler human climate,

The uouble with modern Christians
\s their cooviction — and Il Is well-
nigh unshakeable — that the Church
existsa Lo promde them with upllft and
religioun feeling Consequently, they are
totally unaware of themseives a3 called
o be the people of God. whose concern
s not with emolion bul with obedience
and confecrmity to the Biblical revela-
tion

The relevance ol prayer. relreatly ano
the life of Holy Communion in schiev-
ing the spiritual conversion that s so
badly needed would not. [ think, in-
terest your readers Bul the last rhing
we wan: s that people ahculd be morked
inte more inlense [ervours of religion
1 can see nithing good or healthy coming
Sut of what is called "religlous revival ©
Hysterics and ecslasy onily remove a
man further froem his real problems

- You spoke earlier of the identi-
ficotion of the Church and its
members in Africa. Do you think
there is o case for making the
Church more African?

FATHER COMBER: [ wouldnt put
that way The Church will become indi-
renols only an the proporiion that it
becomes a genulnely multiracial fellow-
ship The Church has always (o become
two things that are impossible 1o recon-
clle 1n thought and statement. It Breaks
with Christ :f it &3 not catholic. the uni-
rersal Church lxcally manifested But
it must also put down rools and nrrtnt
forth fruit of local favour

Formuy of n-un.h:p ways of appreben-
ding the truth revealad 1o Christian
faith, customs and cullure mus{ be Lhat
of the country where the Church is But
on the other hand Chriatianity can
never be Engluh. Afrkaner. or Alrican
It must be of wnd over against what
thois words stand for

Are non-Whites being driven
away from the Church ond from
Christianity? )

FATHER COMBER: Driven away ia
rather a strong phrase here. Bul U by

noo-While you mean African, 1 think
the Church i to some extent falling

to give htm-hntmqrm:.ndn-d.
Like ux, they neéed the Integration of
thelr lives, a wholeness of Uving &t &
higher level than that of the iribe. They

. have known wholeness of Iifé In

the
tribe but It has been repressive and they

are seeking to find = larger bumanity -

for themaselves This is what the Church
must seek to provide Communism, be-
cause It 1s a corruption of humanten,

- 15 ot what he needs. It 1 a fundamen-

&

tally religious need. to be most saf
met by the Church.

But it s anyone's guess &3 W
much the Church iz In fact dolng.
the Church is only alfering & devi
Western religiosity—with only the
and not the content of religion —
Alzican W ol nterested.

Eging

Has Christionity any respon-
sibility for offering a solution to
South Africe’s roce problems?

FATHER COMBER: The Church has
no business (o offer s solutton, but by
being itself, 1t s & solubon, = solvent
in which the buman belng grows Lolo
his own truth. The Church alms Lo
engender a sense ol human values which
will Lrrigate the soil out of which a

genuinely buman political order will -

krow. Whether that order will be demo-
cratic or suthoritarmn, will not
dpon the Christlan fertilisalion bul on
hustoricsl clreumsiances That i why
I don think there W, for example, such
2 thing as s Chrutian politica] fran-
chise

I And 1z wvery difficult (o say Chrs-
tianuty s this. or that something else
s the Christian answer. Christianiy Is
something that happens Whetlher what
happens 1a Christian will only be known
a;hthnuu We walk by faith, not by

t
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When a Christisn must oppose Siate

largely Roman Catholic Italy But In
Bouth Africa our Christianity is more
divided and lacking in theological co-
herence and that would  inhibit the
emergence of s Christian party

Do you think there is any lack
of “hristian thought and action
"in South Atrica?

FATHER COMBER: There Is such =
lack in every scountry in the world Here
areé ool a3 vigorous as we should be
use we are gquite naturally frightened
by political suthoriiles, and the whaole
trend of legislation is opposted Lo Chris-
tian fellowahip in Africa No ooe wanta
the BSpeciai Branch knocking at his
door sl 4 am We are frightened and
timid ss a result.

Christians practise their relipion In
terms of their privale and domesiic
lives — paying thelr bills, belng kind to
their wives and s on. In public life
they dismiss their faith as ideallstic and
Impractical and scare (hemseives with
the bogey of politics. Yet every Chris-
tlan must take some part in political
life. If he doesnT he is an absentee from
history and by doing nolhing he sup-
ports the sfalusr guo which at best can
only claim his critical support

E’!

What is your view of the in-
creasimg trend towards political
violence omong the country’s non.
Whites?

FATHER COMBER: If It is increasing
the reasons for Iis doing so are quite

Should a Christion rnn-rl' to
violence?

FATHER COMBER: Christians seldom
enfoy the luxury of choosing belween
righ: and wrong Soclal and political
cholces have o be made between lesser
and greater evils. This applies in general
to man In society, and not merely to

Bouth Alrca Vialence is obviously
u i;mj‘e but it s & personal cholce
winl ahoud ‘be heaitant to  pass

judnmtn b upon

Would you say that the Anglican
Church’s moral ond social sutiook
is in conflict with the policies of

- the Government?

FATHFER COMBER: I should certainly
hope 8o and T think in fact it s In any
situation the Chureh 4 ln confllet with
sociely and '8 legal enaciments  Men as

Rurchmer: or clillzens are far Irom
perfect, but nhereas the Church struggles”
with its sinfulness soclely L more Lkely
to compromise ar even endorse I ANy
notion of human dignily, Justice, & proper
personal responsibilily cxnpels one o be
o conflict with the pailicies of the Governs
ment To pretend that dicriminatl.on on
the basis of race c.u.d be Christian s
sheer humbug

Whot action does the Church
take if it finds itself in conflict
with society. Does it remain
quiet?

FATHER COMBER: The answer Lo the
second question 1s “ all too oflen ™ We are
over sacially consc.ous as I have sald before
Ax to the acilon the Church somelimes
does take, t vanes bDeiween & qubet
deflance of the normas of behaviour and
an open deflance of the law, If there i3
a clear aisuncilon between it duly to
Cod and iis duly to the State, then it
must obey OGod rather than man.  For.
example, we have been told by our bishopa °
that if ever the law goes 30 far as to
prohibit people of diflerent races from
worshipping together that & a law that
we must be prépared to break  But we do
recognise that we have & duty to the State
however much we dislike its policies. But
where these policies are clearly contrary
pr m* “witer the conseoences. of
pre ta er the nees of
: conseque



FATHER MOLEFE
IN AN
INTERYIEW “WITH BENIAMIN POGRUND

Thiy is the second wn the series of inlerviews
with Churchmen on the role of the Church ioday.
Interviewed is the Rev. Christian Molefe, 53,
Recior of 5t Andrew’s Anglisan Musion, Pim-
ville. and 5t. Hilda's Anglican Church, Senacane,
Johannethurg, for seven yedars.

Born in Poichefstroom, he gualiied ar a
reacher and fought for 10 years. He entered the
munsiry and studied at the Theological College
wf the Resurrection, Rasettenville. He served as
a priest in Orlando Eav, Vereeniging and Brak-
ror and was eleo, for a year, assisian{ director
ol Religious Instruction in the diecese of Johan-
nrshurg

He s married umd hat one son who s a clerk
in o legal firm

Anglicans harbour

Do you regard South Africa es
o Christion country?

FATHER MOLEFE: In word only, but
not in actlon It is deficient in the way In

i forced to ask the question:
really Christianity? = The answer U3 that
it 3 not .

What efect is this lock of
proctice having on

worst racialists

Christianity as we can. lo the way In
which we see it In the Bible?*

Is it seen .0z @ defect of
Christianity as such, or of the men
who apply it?

FATHER MOLEFE: As a defect of the
men, not of Christianity as such This at
least 15 the resction of the intellectuals.
Among the simpler people there I &
furning away from the Christlan
religion They are golng back to primitive,
heathen practices and are also going



Anglicans harbour worst racialists
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dicans

&% brothers AL every 8ynod there an
meals [or European priests and delegates.
and separate ‘meals for African priesta
and delegates

There s no Christian fellowship or

charity We are only pretending The

White pricsts do pot really accept ud [n
thelr bearts. In fairness Lo some. how-
ryver, especwilly the  younger White
ministers. | must sy [hat colour does not
mean anything to them They are sincere
maen

After much thought and prayer | have
rome Lo the conclusion that It s high
time that the Anglican Church becamé
true Lo Itsel! and admitted to itsell and
the public that 1t s pot & multiracial
Church It harbours the worst raclalists

They mus leare the Alricans Lo them-
seives (0 look after thelr own affairs Let

\.-urﬂ\ racialists - Pegr sven

them admit to the world that
iz In two. We as Africans are

. FATHER MOLEFVE: Broadly speaking
those at the head of the Church shouid
find out the truth about people and how
they lve Their leaders do not know
ﬂFlr poople and the situation of their
people And why can't we all be natural?
{f we are Anglican Christians together,
why can't we all worship together without
{ear?

-000-—



MEIHOPF PUEMETT
N AN
INTERVIEW WITH BENJAMIN POGRUND

We're refusing to

Have Christions oay responu-

bility for providing ip in
South Africa’s troubled racial
ttuotion?

BISHOPF BURNETT: | wouio say Chure-
uans do have such & responubility though
J i3 not their Mrst reaponsibility whieh

R

This is the third in the seriex of interviews nith
churchmen om the role of the Church toda
Interviewed i3 The Right Rev. Bendyshe Burnetr
46 He was consecrraied Anglican Bishop of
Bloem jonirin nx years ago. Borm in Kofliefon
tein, he was educaled af Bishops and M hae lhowu s
and completed a Master of Arty degree in Huntorn
at Rhodes Universire, Durning the Second Works
War he served with the South African Tih Re.
roanauance Battalion and was captured al
Tobruk. He exoped and spent mne monihs
hehind the German lines. He was Chaplun 1
Micharihouse from 1930 for four years, and then
Vicar of Lodvemith, Natal He u marned and
has three chaldren

make sacrifices

The funciion of the Siale s Lo fredt
parricrs apainst (ke indiscipline and rapa-
ey ol men. o profect the honesl and
‘he weak ana W provide arn ordered Lfe
in which goodhesr can [(louriah The
Kingdom of Ood & tha: was of (e n
whah men are bring evoncided (o Caxd
and o one another Ly [orgiveness and
mulus! irusi These 'we klagdoms musd

i to God and the perfection of ot be confused although they are ab-
Eingdom And U you lake your respon- vicualy related
aibility as & Chratian citisen serioualy In my Judgmen pacifiam repressitis
you must always remember Lhal the this soft O} confusior, [he pmcilist roes
political spoere i3 seconDdary and oon- o Uanspose the ethics of the «Crow
ditional What obe musi gFuard agiinst directly inte political 'erma But the
i*+ regarding the social order as apD end refusal G0 resist & (yrant on idealistic
in maslf, sz Aan abeoiole grounds may wery masly ead it the socia
This com Dof mean Lhal poillcally e sphere notl W Justice Butl 10 greater
should be inactive We should seek Lo injpustice lor the shoir -ummunuly The
the best possible socil order — oacifist ethic of kv then becomes »
always remembering thal, bgcause of socially UTeésponaible act And cElads
the clash of Jegitimaie rival claims the strangely enough L be ar expressson of
social order cAn_pever be perfect. real love i
" e v e toee ~
nooepl w g
are of course, the ethics of love, bumility """':::"H":‘:""“"““
and self-sboegatios. | do Dot think need of moment everyday
md:y__lmﬂdl fulfilment of this obligation by
ethic into a political key This Christions? .
i 30 becange the function of the Biate
ls Dot the samhe as that of the Kingdom BISBOP BURNETT: Oune Das (0 be
of practical and realistic and acknowledge



Wa're refusing lo make facrifices

Pops nine

that although as citizens of the Kingdom
of €hod *his = whal we oeleve s¢ ought
to be applying 1o fect we belong also 1o
a worikd 0 vhieh <o b o realily which
makes 1 impeesibe 0w apply umply ang
direct.y the ristiar ethic o the govern-
Ten” of » nation

What one «Bould oy fo 30 1= Ly pruject
st ian love it o8 s uatton and then
weigh up how lhus can beal De applied
oy that the greatest number of prople
ran betefit This mesats of course that
vou abandon the conception of absuiule
‘w-tlie In fact there 3 ne such "hing
[r tias ~eoae 1o¥e §s grealer than jus'ice
Pocede” o%em g s TRE b b0 =db “Ha' alfic?
P T N C T VY o o R P il o a¢t O OYe
SULD achiE o Tight o say ir W gk

fir Malt 4 Vo vaus “he misjofi®s
ettt e mave w o crht Lo oguverr their
ity
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Has Christianity then on anywe
for South Atrica’s racial problems?

pis=HUI Sy lEM»>EFL. ses o fms &
atawrl LUl it i not an answer Nal 1=
e liwt i H | Wil LR ST Y

& weit, T ] ® .ll.I g “walk Maiists
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ac.eplable Lo m.huu: mm Alri-
ais cllfEe
oo wbw Wl Tl abc AFD o Il A et el
‘P gremie o»o b TR sTial, ewe IR0

TR T M T then Lhwele TILLS r a
M slimn mfiowmel @l ®feiDer o tedt Al
i Bt ae oo oalle e Aaalter [Tomaght

[y ewef e Bl prepialte answer U
HostiAns Char i Lhe wony 20 Lhe
al’ A biun tha! JHrs'iany sfe ulmble
i muve Lowefds '0Of KiNG ol acle, ordet
tr, Sgutlk Afrwes whick "hewr faith de-

TR
M course raciun D8 OO absoiute
siutier Qreup prewdwe: el e with

s wnti the ena of Wme What we must
seek o do to leglaslate against the
effects of racialiam That s, we
must Dbuild up bulwsrks o prevent I
corrupting sociely more than 11 noeed
] want "o get awa) from the concepl Lhat
if apartheid were abollshed everything

would be all right [l wont be, becauss
group rivalswes and prejugices will conlesce
around new centres and new power blocs
will emerxge which will use power selfishly

To whot extent would you say
that Christians are living os
Christians in this country?

BRISHOFPF BUENETT: | don thunk (hey
are any belter or worse than Christians
- ather countries, but the challenges
here are often greater The chalienges
are mure unmediate There appears Lo be
a chalenge to our very exlstence here
! think we are refuslng to accept the

Acr.fices that are necessary If we are

rreate (hat form of socmal order which
‘e Christian faith demands o our
il o This 3 & fatjure 1D O
wedience o God South Africans are
ot howewer more wicked than other
deupee i this respect

Christians thipughout the worla fau
i theif obedience to God Thl does nol
mral. we are nol cuipable of éourse and
e cofisequences of our [etiure may be
moare fertible thapn Elsewhere

One of the ways in which Chruatans
fail i+ DY aliowing themselves Lo be conD-
Lbned by the prejudices of our qncltr.r -
o *nat they shnnk "“'!'.J:!r[ﬂ_‘-ﬁ.
rela’ ionships with educ ricans 'Th-il
Bonds L;llll.'\ UYEr
cause~ & wriwus breakdown l.n I:'nmu.l.n.
'n s Rip T think there ware many
i cadiy Wy Afc DOL Piclmied L &CCepl
LEHE “hllu mnjo thewr fellowship even
:.h-l the non-Whiles are mature and

coducated people  This u diseriml

-.1' v, onn “he grounds of colowr aione

This as & Church, we qu always
refused ¢ accept becauss by Baptiam we
are in. orporated nto the Chriatian fellow.
shup with all others who bellewe and are
baptised The unity In Christ must And
visibie expresalon Chruflans are 0
irrevocably tinked 1o one another that
disrimination on the of cobour
or  different pational Hons
3 & derual H the ur:r oature
Church lLeodam - K

-

What does the Church do about
this situation?

BISHUOF BURNETT: Ow unily @ oot’
oeing denied everywhere  There are
ongregation: where non- White people
are welcome allthough thers are not w
many & there thoulo be 0t 4 pever
legi'imate for any Africany or Cuoloureds




i the Church finds itselt com.

pletely ot odds with happenings in
the society around it, should it not
then become o public pressure
groupl

BISHOF BURNETT. No, Droause LOch
i would cease o be the Church The
Siate 1a the servan: of Ood, ¢¥en 1 ot b
unjust or atheistic if the Slate Oc-
comes demonke then Lhe Christian carn
do ooe of two things — either aumpl)
suffer and enoure or he can take politica:
sction on hiy own inutiative The Chrw
tan need nol always submit He can
reach Lhe stage where I is hia du'y W

subver; the State The Christian
E:rnn-n:hnnmm " -
throw the Stale. but !

The Church loses its nai ches

& boly crusade

What 13 your view of the n
creasing trend towards political
viclence among the country’s non
Whites?

¥

BISAOF BURNETT: do ool DElLETe

%‘m“l silafi 1o usé
that is solution
you e y Shiden!
ol

that the result of your use of
e betlesw for Une greatest possible numbe:
ol stusrns thar wbat you bhawve af Lhe
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We're refusing to make sacrifices

in rd to integration within

the Anglican Church which you dis-

cussed eorlier, are_ths clergy in-

hibted _in_calling for .tﬁil.zl the
de of the loity?

BISHOP BURNETT: i'g,_m_]f;__[hgu
| think t _fear that
r e meDEE. of thelr
[n pressing tbe clalms

af tin

n love for more effective in-
tegration, the priest has Lo bear Lo mind
rus pastoral responsibility even Lo Lhose
who are moat prejudiced and who oppose
num s well as the legitimate claims of
those who sufTer discriminstlon

Chrisiian love demands thal we nDave
a pastnral concern for both these groups
and that we du not chouse une and reject
the wther We must do all 1D oW powes
;0 hold wbem both sa close logelher as
passible tn the faith that the Spult of
Jesus Choist wil teach them mutusl love
and tryst  This s the most positive and

L

comprehensive eﬂw_ﬁ-w
wove under the tapces o which

e B e e ST

e lh_-:

'ﬁhﬂilhﬂithlrﬂifuquﬂhn.

ot di White
and Block clergy? Would you com-
ment on it?

BISHOF SUENETT: Eguality ot st-
pends means either that Europeans woula
Hftduﬂdlnicnﬂdlllﬂﬂﬂmlfll
nelow Lthat of the average

tamily o #t would mean s the

t “’E ﬂl,_ﬂﬁﬂ
above t of his compatriots Lo either
ase thiy would be unforfugale Tor the

o 17} B

pries’

severtheless pelleve t AD
slipends oughi steadily o be brought

closer tc the European standards as thelr
gwhn communitles approxtmate more W
Furaopean standards :

L]



Ms. FREEELAND
N AN

INTERVIEW WITH MMNIAMN POGRUND

L

This i the fourth in th serier of interviews
with Charvhmen on the role - the Church today.
fmtervewed s the Rev. 5. i, Frecland, 54, who
;zu!hhn:ntli:bmmhum Alrica

H ] ¢ war rady & journsyman
mﬁ]ﬁlﬁn he arrived &1 a candidare minister
entered the Methodist Theological College

Cape Town. -

He war ordeined in 19)8 and hax served ai
Butterworth, Johannerbury, Pretoria and in the
Ciskei and Zululand. He served as a chaplan
in the Second World War. Ar sent he in
Superintendent Minister, Preiona Circut

He is marnied and has two children

-

Racialists are out of

Has Christianity an answer tor
South Africa’s race problems?

THE REYEREND MR FREELAND:
Yes, undoubtedly. 1 believe that oot only
individual but community troubles spring
largely from the fact that man s out of
Mﬂﬂ:ﬂnd.lﬂdﬂllﬂﬂ.“ﬂlﬂ

tune with God

of all men There W however, & special
and deeper senae 10 which those who harve
entered Inio the Chrustlan family by an
acceplance of Jesus Christ as Lard and
Saviour are brothers Whichever of these
(w0 views of brotherhood we accepl. In
neither of them are the accidental dif-
ferences of race and colour of essentia!
importance We recognise thal there are
differences but they are differences within
the lamily Just as differences within any
family — of age. sex, gifts. temperament
el — 30 oot affect the unity of the
family, so differences between men ahoaild
ot In any way affect thelr caseniia'
brotherhood :

Am | not right in soying thet
thers are mony Chrittions in South
Africa who would dispute this view
of what the Christion ongwer
means?

- MR FREELAND: Yes some would
certainly disputls Lhe view that all men



_ Racialists are out of lune with God
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are brothers because they belleve the
true brotherhood is to be found only/~in
Christ ™ But they would noli, I belleve,
*ispute that all who are “1n Christ™ belong
« one family under Ood They may.
e wever, draw different concluslons f{rom
this bagic assumption (rom those which |
draw

Let me oox al 30me Oof Lhe conclusions
shich they draw They say for instance.
that the African people 23 & whole,
aithough our brothers. have not resched
the stage where they can be treated n
the same way as the White people They
paint oul that parents do not Lreat & x-
month-old Infant in Lthe same way as they
*reatl a 12-year-oid child There must be
differentinl treatment adapted 0 the

rticular needs and stagea of develop-
ment This they say. 13 exactly what the
p2cy of separale development does In ths
e of pur nation

[ would agree entirely that al. propie
cannot be freated 10 the same way Bue
the [allacy Les Lo judging & man not by
the jtage ol development he has actually
reached, but by the racial-cultural group
te which he hrmn.]'l For exampls, here is
ar. Afrlcan & cultured Christlan gentlle-
man., well educsled, politically mature
able 0 Do.d his owm In any group of
cultured peopie whatever thelr race But
because e 3 an Afncan, and for no other
reasos. e s irealed differently o othe-
umilarly cuitured and educated people

Conversely you have White people 1n
this couniry who are poorly educated. not
very Intelilienl, uncultured and even, In
swome ways, unciviised Yel they have all
the rizhis and privileges of s democralic
stale for no ciher remson than they belone
tuv the White ruling race

In other wurds, I s the exclunye nature
+! separate developmen: which runs com-
pietely counter Lo the Christian view of
brotherbood We recognise that the
majority of Alricins Lo this country harve
nol reached the same standards of civilisa-
ton, culture and asdotation that the
majority of Europeans have reached —
that la obvious But the docirine ol
separnle development, with I8 preoccupa-
tions with race above all other differences
makes IL clear that even (hose that have
" achieved a high degree of civilisution,
education and culturé. are gtill w be
treated as primitive and uncultured

L

Refterring to the Christion
aoniwer which you have described—
is it being applied in South Africe
today? '

MR. FREELAND: It s being applied In
~uTie tnstances But 1f L not being apphed
by nearly enough people nor in full
enough measure. Por Instance, %
people who profesa (o be Christlans
nho know the Christian answer in the
sphere of human relationships — that ls.
the anaswer which springs from the Com-
mandment to love ong's neighbour as ope-
wil — find that their nal and race
prejudices. as well as their fear of being
non-conformists In thely own ﬂ.rur:uhr
group, are stronger motives (han
Christian belief.

People must not only believe that the
Christtan way is the right way but they
mus: be w0 completely convinced of this
that they are willing to lay aside all other
conalderations 10 their determination to
do what s nght in the sught of God. Not
many of us do th.s in every sphere and on
~very oocaslon

To Iﬁluu that Christianity
tulty applied, what concrete oction
should the churches toke?

ME. FREELAND: The {irst action the
Chur:h mus: take is (o ensure that it
sets forth in its own Ufe and fellowship
the things 1t believes. The Church would
make a far greate! Impact upon soclety
tf 1t was seen that the high principles for
whieh 1t standy are worked oul In concrets
nclion within the Chureh itaslf

We must face the fact tha:
ihere are more than traces racial dis-
cnmination within the chorches These
must be removed as soon as possible
Secondly, the Church must refuse Lo be
intimidaled by those who-say thal separate
defelopment s the poucy of our country
and :therefore must bol on any sccount
be criticised or condemned

In other words, the Church malst make
its Judgments not on the baxla of the
prevalling political ideclogy, but on tha
basis of fundamental Christian principles.

Thirdly, the Church must always seek
W assist those who are In any way

L]
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spring only and direcuy from the Chris-
tiah basis We are oot prumoters of

democracy. wilegration or apartheld

appiying Christian principies and seeking
to win men and wamen of all races Lo an
allegiance to Jesus Christ

in Naxi Germany had to say this and were
imprisoned and eveD execulsd a3 & result -
We sincerely hope of course. thal things
will oot come Lo Lhis pass In South Alres
We are fortunate in having a Government
made up of many who are convinced
Christians, even though in my view Lhey
are drawing the wrong conclusions [rom
the:r Chruatian beliefs

But if 1 should ever come (o pass tha
sliempis are made to force Choustian

_ people 1n South Africa (o act 0 & wa)

contrary to thelr belefs about Christ ae
conduci — and ibcidentally, cohlrary Lo

Wﬂ.ﬂ Chriatiana in
the — then 1 ean only bope
: such people will not fail

Lord and that they will be willlng,
ssAry. to suffer for what they believe
right and Lrue

4
4

L

You don‘t believe  we have
reached that stage yet?

ME. FREELAND: We may be 10 the
process of reaching it now [ donl Deieve
we have reached It o0 a large scale There
are & [ew (ndividuals who have had to
suffer trial and imprisonment because
they refused to act contrary o thelr bellels
and It s pess’hle that this number will
grow (o the future

What worTies mé U Lhal many peopié
have already succumbed to Lhe Lemptalon
o be silent abou: what Chrslaniiy=
teaches, 1n Lhe face not of Lhe Lhreal
of legal action or punishment 30 much as

of 4 . posible soclal ostrs-
mﬁm@m
W bledly we are

ving in an atmosphere of fear-
Many people are afrald Lo speak up of Lo
act 1n & way they belleve Lo be right

because they might land themoelves b
trouble of some kind .

Has Christianity o standpoint
on the increasing trend to political
violence aomong non-Whites in
South Aftrica?

MRE. FREELAND: Oh yes, undoubtedly
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s ot of tune with God

in take the sword ahall perish by the
sword ~ Violence can pever be an outcome
of brotherhoxi Resistance there may have
to be, oyt It should take non-violent forms
Those who participate Io resistance must
be ready to sulfer rather than Lo cause
suffering — in other words. to bup the
other cheek It 1s for this reason that
the more exireme types of African
rfationalism have udttle time for Christl-
anity or the Church

But in South Africa hasn't it

. become extremely ditficult for non-
 Whites
- violent politicol opposition? What
hope caon Christianity offer them
* for the future—becouse o numbaer
, of non-Whites see violence as their

to indulge even in non.

only means of salvation?

‘MR FREELAND: | :think it would ve
much trues o, sy that there w lictle
hope af this stage and indeed &t any
stage in the foreseeable future for success
oy rwolenge There @ however, gErest
hope for the acnievement of certain ends
by non-riclen' resistance [f a3 people
fer: derp.y enaugh abou: wrongs they ace
suflering they will be prepared, &8s many
Negrocs n the southern states of America
are prepared f(oday. to suffer through
forms of pagaive fealdlance and to bring
aboul social changes without the awlul
necesally of having to hate those who

therto' nave . denwed them ™ thewr fuil
righta In this way lica hope, for. violence
will only be met by wiolence, hatred by
- pDatred refusal to underatand by r'rl‘.u.ul (F]
-underatand )

Bui a geoulne atlempt to undérstand
the paint of wiew ol the other man or
group and to ‘continue LW show positive
attitudes towards that man or group while
actively against what one

\HMmmhtmﬂhuﬂmth
fruit in past This method of

In love” 13 schlevis ueh o
%mruﬂ mek @

LY

]

You referred. eorlier to the need
for the Church to put its own house
in order first. Whaot is the position
within the Methodist Church?

MR, FREELAND: [p many of ow
circuits — groups of churches - raclal
nomenclature is used—European, African,
Coloured or Indian This 18 not s good
thung It wib D¢ necessary for many years
= because of differences o! language and
partly of education, as well as the fact
that the different races live apari o our
country — ito have separale churches for
the general use Jf the different racim
groups These, however mus{ oot be ex-
clusive. and In they are nol In
many of then muldFTml worship can
and does occaslonally take place And it
s hoped that :this will iDcrease

There 13 already an Increase 1o Lhe
interchange of pulptts acroas the colow
:na although at a slow tempo A resolu-
tion Nas been passed “his year DY ooe
syood requesting that local churches ol
ali raclal groups be Unked together into
single clrcults o Gthat at least the
minsteria! and  lay  eaders of thase

" ehurches will meet together as members

of the same mulbtirsc.sl circults

Another mutter that worrles us s the
question of stipends for our ministers.
These are not fxed, but there s a minl-
mum which is different for each racial
group In principle this seems quite wrong.
But the practical issues resulting from a
sudden change might do more harm than
good and perhaps the best way Lo approach
this matier 1s to work towards the ideal.

My chief concern st the moment is that
there 13 30 litle contact betwegn the two

racial zTouns on the Jevel of the ordinary
Church member. Our peopls are Dot get-

tng to know one another across racial
barriers, and without personal contact
there cannot be full understanding. I feel
that the Church must go very much
further than It has already gone In
enmmmmm
racial fellowship.

L]

-
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It is clear from what you say
that the Methodist Church s
moving towards brecking down its
internal rocial segregation. Hos
this _the support of your lay
members?

ME. FREELAND: -Dl' all of Lthem, Do
It 1s difficul: to know Whal proportion

people either in thélr pulpit or their
pews. There mpmumuu & number
of European congrega with many
members who would object to having an
African In thelr pulpits or In'Thelr pews
Inthhmuuﬂ.mummnnmur
ahead of the Whites

Do you envisage the possibility
of large numbers of Whites leaving
the Methodist Church becouse of

the movement towards non-

racialism?

"MRE FREELAND: II s almosl ceriain
tha: some White people will leave the
Methodist Church If we preas on wilh our
present programme non-racialism
How many will be jnvolved is aoybody's
guess But 1 belleve personally that a
smailer Church, without hose who can-
no, accedl whal we belleve to be our
essenitially Christian race policy, would be
a mare effeciive and therefore & sironge?
Church Here, numbers are nol =0 -
poriant as the things for which we stand

2Q¢C



IS erticle in the series. “The Church and the Race Problem” takes a’
diffsrent form. It wes spontaneously submitted some weeks ago by an
African minister of the Methodist Church of South Africa. -

At the time he agreed that his name should bs published, but he has
since asked that it should be withhald, It is & commentary on our situation
that he should have felt obliged to make this request. |

Here is his moving description of what an African minister can ancounter
‘n the service of Christianity in South Africe. ' '

To be a Christian is
hard for a Black

"l'l‘hhrdlur:llu.l”lulhh-
Christian!™ 1 bave heard the town-
thippnplull:rlhnllnnfhnlhtltnu
longer makes me angry. It s a saying
that townshlp prople use to excuse their
fallure. Evem the people iIn my Church
talk like that And they laugh when 1
tell them that it is slso bard for & White
man to be a Christian, :

But lel me begin at the beginning, &na
ahen 1 am Anished perhaps you will under-
stand why my perople laugh at me and excuse
‘heir [afllure to follow Jesus Christ

When J was sent o the Methodst Church
in the township. [ found thal the young men
and women (n my congregation were furning
away [rom the Church They talked abou!
‘freecdom”™ and “liberation” and t dreamed
of how they would live when-the te “her-
renvolk” had been driven intc the ses

And they poked-fun at the Church “When
the White man arrived he had the Bible
and we had the land Now we have the Bible.
and the White man has the land”

They iaoghed at what would happen to
‘umfundisi” 'me' when “uvharu™ came' What
good was a Bible to people who were hungry
at night?

TOOK BIBLE

Talk like this disturbed me. Did my people
not know that Jesus Christ offered (rue
freedom® Had no one told them that they
belonged 0 a nooracial Church? .
And so [ went In ssarch of them at thelr
meetings, held kate jn the night 1 took my
Bible and the pamphists on race relations

-l' ulblon *

uaued by my Church. And I told them of the
conference of 1958 when someone had proposed
that the Methodist Church should develop on
separale Black and White lines. And how the
conference had decided that “it s the will of-
Cod for the Methodist Church that it should
be one and undivided, trusting to the leading
of Cind 1o bring this ideal to ultimate frultion.™

- And Ood was good to us He made them
see Lthat the way of Jesus Christ and His
Church was the true road to freedom ADd 30
they agreed lo come beck to the Church

_they had despised My heart”was glad that

‘he foolish talk had stopped My people had
seen tha: not all White men are evil

STRUCK DUMB

But four weeks Iater they callea me W =
meeting They were angry. They mocked me,
and jeered .at the Bible and the minutes of
the conference

-Where are the White Christians® Where 15
the White minister? How can you-talk of a
one and undivided church® when we always
do everything separately®”

That night Gog struck me dumb,
was ful of One phoages 1 bad
White ﬂt?ﬂar?:mﬁ+
- gt 8 = "'“.w-—- .
_“spirftual "patience.
e e Y
- bu! now héy were 00
ine cymbals
T was silent that night and ever since |
am trying Lo gnswer & question Lhat is too big




the White Methodista?™
the synoa.ul our Church
agaln Nled the air Bul
Mo White minister cams
to share the fellowship of the meals our people
prepared They were given Uckels to Lhe

acroas the road, while we wen:
to the church in the township

INSULTED US

the night we had our social | agan
the guestion I cannot answer This
was from s young . wha
his cholr that they would sing
audience of Black and While minlster:
rman
Ere

E

the chat and secretary of Lhe
there. “Where are the White
Where were they? Where? Where!
WHERE!" The chiidren cried with disappoint-
The

township super
intendent also came He made a
to welcome my people — “Lhe

did he nsult my
people, he insulted my Church, and laughed at
belp And the White
ministers sat and listened.

1 still do not have the answer (o my gquestion
When I spoke o one of ‘the White Iather:
of my Chuarch he spoke of 8 “Ume ol trans-
tion™ and reminded me of the “difficuities” of

‘White minister who would ilcse members
af his congregation U he preached that racial
was & sin! Now I was even more

confused 1T had been taught that the Church
mus{ preach against what was sinful - but in
the Methodist Church there seemed [0 be »
dilferent -doctrine of sin We musi nol upse’
White mnners. even if thewr sin of recalsm
drove .my people away irxp the Church, and
made them despise Jesus Christ! This was
a strange doctrine

L
- GOD ASKED

Yes, it s hard [or a Biack man (0 De 4
Christiarz It will always be so untid | have
found an. answer to my quesiion Where
the White minuiens? .

And this.-question . oot only a ufMcus
one It 13'che,that makes me afrad Some-
times 1 cannt sleep at night oecause of the
haunting porror of the gquestion thal hounds
me “Where are the White Methoduts? Where'
Where? re?”

And thep”] remember the Lime God asked »
simiar question

“Cain said to Abel his brother Let us go
out Into the fAeld” And when they were D
the feld Caln rose up agains! his brothed
Abel, angd killed hum Ther the Lord sald o
Can ‘Where & Ab®l your brother? He sald
[ 40 not kEnow,_ am [ my brother’s Keeper?™”

Have mercy upon my peupie. O God Leaag
.;.-lnm into empration 24t dellver us {rom
vl ,

are

000
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Hu; Christionity any onswer to
South Africa’s racial problems?

MR DUGMORE: Yes I think It has
I don't think tha! Christianity in the
fint place provides & political sclence
But it has & great deal Lo say about per-
whnal relationahips and I think these are
basic in race rela'lons. The fundamental
doctrine of Chrisiianity u the brother-
hood of man

You say that there is o Christion
answer for South Africa. What

exoctly is ir?

ME. DUGMORE: I nave not been able
to accept the teaching that the only Chris-
tian form of government i3 & democracy
where every person has the vote. [ be-
lteve 1n democracy [ think it Is the
finest form of government which has ever
been evalved. But [ think it would be &
mistake to say that the pattern af de-
motracy was created Lo heaven

Mr. DUGMORE
IN AN

INTERVIEW WITH BENIAMIN POGRUND

The Rev. Dersck P. Dugmore was born in
Ciranamstonn 51 vears ago, a Jescendunt of 1820
British Sectlers.  Hiv one-year term of office -as
presdent of the Conference of the Methodist
Church of Sewth Alrica expired recenily!

He holids o Rochelor of Arts Jegree of the
Umiversiiy of the Wiwatersrand and a Master
ol Army degree of the Uninernty of Pretona

dtter teavhing ot Nilnerton Irstitufion for four
vewrs ke wagr ordained o munister n 1919 and
punce then hat wrved i varous Church educa
tomal  anstgunions  and  in various  Transvaal
CPFL e

e Ray been af Kilnerton jor the past 1O years

mper
work of Church

I aoiid say that the Christian answer
s far more than a palitical answer. Chris-
t:aliiy s a religion which has spplications
in the polizical feid, but Christianity
pasically speaks to the human race and It
teaches us to respect every other human
being and Lo treal him as & brother. 1
shinik the word “respect”™ (s very lmportant
in Chrustian doctrine Christianity has
taught us the tremendous worth of every
human soul We Christians regard every
person as the.one for whom Christ dhd..
and so any attitude which despises one's
brother is diametrically opposed to Chris-
*ian teaching

v

What are the practical, everyday
applications of this - Christion
answer jn the Sauth Africon situa-
Hon?

MR. DUGMORE: P'l-rt of the answer Is

that Whites Iu L _%Ir

noh-
they 'I"!l'!tll ¢ habil o
the past as well as making mtmn.lﬂl
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being sald by others Enowledge of Alri-
can Ilanguages 15 very necessary In this
respect.

A striking change takes place In an
African gathering when their own lan-
guage s used and there I & different
atmosphere when they discyss any mat-
‘er In thelr dwn language It & very
much easier to get at their rue views

!
é
!
|

MRER. DUGMORE: | believe It s eapen-
tial to maintain the unily of the Chtreh
by including representatives of all races
in the highest courts of the Church. It
would be [atal to practise any kind of
separation which would lgnorant
of one another and without co-ordinated
iradership

Whaot then of racial separetion
in the lower reaches of the Church,
omong the members?

ME DUGMORE: A ceriain amodnt of
separation n the lower reaches of the
Church 1 nevilable sl this stage But
in order lo bulid up the family spirit
nf the Christian relifion [t b essential
that provision be made for a lype aof
praciical education which will have the
effec: of inUoducing ‘o one another Lhe
different members of the Church We can-
not really respect ofie another f we do not
Enow one  another

-

Is the Christion answer which

you described earlier octwally
being opplied in South Africe
today?

MR DUGMORE: Yes and no 1 think it
i» well Envwn that the Dulch Reformed
stparale development whereas the Roman
Cnurch. for example. n In favour of
Cathole and Anglican churches ase not
Bu: my own perwonal oplnion is that
rnaons #xist 0 all these churches In
that theres are cértain membersy of the
Church who oppoar the process of inte-
fration and others who support It Bpeak-
ing for the Methodwt Church. 1 can say
without hesitation that the two ‘trends
are eagly diacernible . '

I dont® wush to imply tha: Chrstian
brotherbood leads Inevitably to inlegra
Lon sno thal separsle development s
unbrotherly., because 1 belwrve that there
Are many arden! supporiers of separaie
development wha have a strong brotherly
feeling for members of other races
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and where there has been a history of
conflict between Lthese two groups. In
these clrcumstances, & programme cf
education tn race reiations s essential

What concrete means of action
should be taken to meet the situo-
tioa? :

ME DUGMORE: In general terms |
nave spoken of a proxramme Of educa-
on in race relations This means en-
‘%“‘,ﬁ i s wérahlp and In
ar leg, 10 WO p and In
rhurch governmen [ can see nothing
wrong in of ‘meals Llogether
and of drink _tegether when we
meet for X m pusrpose as al =
church lun-r:llpn_-

But doesn’t Government policy
Irown on this sort of thing?

MR. DUGMORE: Tes

So what do you do? ’

ME DUGMORE: Well, =me progesd
along our own lnes becauw we belleve
that we are praciising our Christian falth
1 dy pot think that we are called upon
Wour the law, We merely go as far as
we can within the law

Are there ony laws in South
Atrica which prevent you from

carrying out your functions a3 o
Christian minister?

ME DUGMORE: No, but there are laws
which make 1t difficult While [ am per-
sonally not in favour of o™, mar-
rjages, At the same time [ do feel Lhat
there are cases of real hardahip when
‘mixed”™ marriage have to be broken up
because of the law, and where marriages
between Coloureds and Whites. who are
very close o one another, are prohihited
e heart : ing mﬁr I!u-:;
I RDdme wons 7
éﬂbﬂu’n ta be conlrary to the law of
" The resirictions on the entry of Whiles
into urban locations ‘are often Irksome
but 1 hawve always encountered sympa-
thetic treatment from officials when apply-
ing for Whites (o attend religious unc
tions In the townships.

Up to this point T have been speakiug
a3 8 White minister. But I am bound Lo
say that our African mipisters and
evangelisis do encounter restrictions which
pinder them In the carrying out of thelr
duties Those who have noi been speci-
flcally exempted from curfew regulations
may not legally enter & While ar-a Lo
pray for a dying person st night. Difi-
cultiesa have also been encountered In
obialning permission for wives to sccomi-
pany husbands to situations Io an dres
whese nflux control operates

in these situations, what is the
duty of the minister? Must he defy
the law?

MEBE. DUGMORE: He could take »a
chance | would say he should, I called
‘0 a dying person he should go, and U
he 1w arresied he should face the cowt
and make his explanation. A minlsier
whow wifes (8 nat permilied Lo lwve with
h:m pegs away until be gets permission.
2o far, we havent had s blank reldsal
for a wife to live with her husband. wh=n
he 1= & mnater of the Church.

What is your view, as a Chris-
tian minister, of rthe increosing
trend towards pelitical violence
among South Africa’s non-Whites?

MRE. DUGMORE: | deprecale any ten-
dency towards the use of violence for the
purpose of attalning pollilcal ends. =
this appears w me (o be diamelrically
wppoard ‘n the teachings of Jesus Christ

What alternative can you offer .
non-Whites for ochieving their
aspirations?

L J

ME. DUGMORE: The only Ilogical
alternative seems (o be the one recom-
mended by Mahatma OCandhi —
TR, o pouitive "“'“”mmh'“

An & Lire & a.
sense of mﬂﬁa in &Hm-
rity and responsibility of pon-Whiltes.
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Surely this hos become difficult
for non-Whites today? Even possive
resistonce, for example, is frowned
on by the law.

ME. DUGMORE: You are right I over-
looked lhlﬁ!l&_lhﬂr Ii_mcﬁ:.iq very
resistafice — something which cannot be
crushed by legislation. Moreover, the posi-
tive approach will continue. The Chrutlan
way holds out the best hope of success

dignity and sense of responsibility; be will
develop his natural talents by every means
available to him. New avenues of service

are opening up io tr -
as well as Ip_the European Areas. e

In regord to the Church, is there
ony rocial discrimination or segre-

zahon within the Methodist
hurch? =

ME. DUGMORE: While we are afficially
o 'a racial discriminatlion within
tive Methodis: Church, it cannot be
demied Lthat 1t exists

It cannot be denied that we Dave
churches where noo-Whites would not
be welcomed and that there are members
who oppose the present itrends lowards
the “one and undivided Church™

There are different standards of living
among our people and different rates .of
pay for ministers and evangellsts

The unwmilingness o allow people of
another race to worship with one’s own
people in church s unchristian Under the
circumstances | would say that the
dilferencey in sipends unchristian Tt
an interim condition with it oclgin In
hisiory. History will correct It
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Surely this hos become difficult
for non-Whites today? Even passive
resistance, for example, is frowned
on by the low.

ME. DUGMORE: You are right 1 over-
o k5, the phlloasiphy of passire
in Lhe ve
reslslance — something which cannot be
crushed by legislation. Moreover, the posi-
tive approach will continue. The Chrutian
way holds out the best hope of success
Every Christlan African will demon-
strate 1o every possible way his essential
dignity and sense of responsibility; he will
develop his natural talents by every means
available to him. New avenues of service
are opening up io t )
as well as io_the areas. He
will look to his brother Christlans who
have political and economic power to aid
him in his struggles, and he will be aware
that the Holy Spirit is spill acuve in the
world today. Goa did not retire aller
the abolition of slavery.

5o

L

)

In regord to the Church, is there
any rocial discrimination or segre-
ion within the Methodist
hurch? o

ME. DUGMORE: While we are officia’ly
opposed "o racial discriminalion within
tine Methodis: Church, 1t cannot be
demmed tha: T exlsis

It cannot be denied that we hDave
churches where non-Whites would not
be welcomed and that there are members
who oppose the presenl lrendas Lowards
the “cne and undivided Church.”™

There are ifMerent standards of living

wond our people and different rates of
pay for ministers and evangellsta

The unwmiliingness o allow people ol
annther race to worshup with one's own
people in chureh s unchristian Under the
circumstances [ would say that the
¢ e e ncey 10 gupends unchristian Tt
AnL nterim condillon with 1t oslgln Ln
haisiary History wiil cormect It
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political affairs of their day. They had
such a wonderful spiritual unity among
themseives Lhat these other divisions did
oot amount to much as far as they were
concerned.

The master was sifll master and his
glave was still his slave, but their mulual
relationship was governed by an entirely
new spirit When they weni to worship
they had s unity In Christ which
transcended the social stratification or
system within which they lived In Lheir
ordinary lives. In thelr ordinary dealings
with esch other. as master and servant,
they acted an the basis of s newfound
mutua]l Despact. :
This is aptly lusirated oy Paul’s letler
to Phllemon., whose slave, Onesimus. had
run away Lo Rome and there been con-
verted to Chrisilanity. In the letter Paul
says he is returning the slave to Phllemon
because he can Dow be received M &
brother inm Christ .

But there s no guestion ol Oneslmus
ceasing to be s slave. he had to conform
to the social and lega! standards of his
day and sz & Christian he had (0 make
restitution for the wrong he had done his
master by running away

Does this meon the Church
should not concern itselt ot all with
social, or seculor, motters?

DR. GELDENHUYS: Yrs noi directi)
But If the Church succeeds In helping
people to become true Christians they
will generate this new  spirit in Lhelr
personal lives and make an impact oh
all areas of social and secular living This
new way of life will also bhelp them (o
adjust themselves In whalever social
relationships they may [ind themselves
and influence it for the better.

Doss this meon the Church
should ot no time protest against
lows which may be in conflict with

Christian principles?

DR. GELDENHUTYS: No | awanl )
that. There Is a distinction between the
Church as an tion and the Charch
aé AD organism. It is oever the duly of
., the Church &8 AD organissiion to dictals

to the State tha kind of legislation that

should be sdopied But. on the other
nand. it i always the dutly of (pdivdusl
Chrislians — the Church as an organism
— to ImfNuence (he BSlate, and wilDais
o any wrongs they may find 1n'ft.

This Frings me back to my theme *ha
accuding to the MNew Testament, It 1
not 1n the first insiance & question of
having to remove all barriers, but of
arTiving al a new acceplance of 90e
another within the dilferent 3ocial dlus-
tions In which we live

Is the Church doing on ::nquu::
in spreading rit
Christian brotherhood? o

DE. GELDENHUYS: Yes and no Yes
insofar as the only real effort Lo creale &
spirit of true Christian brotherhood U W
be found within Cnurch life abd among
Christian communities. No. Insofar as
these efforts are often hampered o &
certain extent oy some differences among
the churches on these matiers There U
a lack of consensus as to the exacl form
and nature this brotherhood should take
and how 12 should be practised in ordinary
everyday relalionships

Is there any roce diurirﬁiuﬁ-u
or segregation in your Church?

- DE. GELDENHLUYS: Within the frame-
work of :he Nederdui‘se Gerelormeer.e
Kerk we have mother churches, conalating
of European members, wilh separate cul.-
gregations and church organisalions fer
the different noo-European groups +uch
as Coloured and Bantu - with the aifer
subdivided. as far as posatble. tnto ethoke
groups such as Zulu. So'ho. and =0 on

You spoke eorlier of the slove
and the master worshipping to-
gether. Is the division in youwr
Church not in conflict with the
spirit of Christian brotherhood?

DR. GELDENHUYS: No [t i3 merel)

| 5, prapemt aced by ohe pracicn
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© What kind of situation?

DR. GELDENHUYS: The situation that
people of different backgrounds, cultural
levels and langusges can more =[ficiently
be served with the Oospel i they recelve
it through the nedium of thelr parthcular
*%. and within the sphere of “hei
partic culjural backgrounds

Bui In principle there can be no cbjec-
tlon to services atiended by members of
the warious races, il and when 'his -an
be acranged In such & way that 't I
edifying (o all parties concerned

Does this in foct toke ploce?

DR. GELDENHUYS: It s regular
practice, when & missiinary s INsim.rd
for Furopean members tc attend ‘he
service tn the mission church On olker
occasions there may be a Joint sesviee for
s special purpose

Do non-Whits members ever
attend White services?

DR GELDENHUYS: Yes, Al funerais
for example, the trusted servanls of ihe
deceased oflen atlend the service In the
Eyrupean church There are <ther occa-
«ons mr well

Should the Church have anything
to soy about legislation which has
the sttect of saporating non-White
tomilies?

DR GFLDESHUYS: We nave made &
thorough study of the whole problem af
, and our synod decided at
to keep the rgmulht con-
tigpally oo ihe sTslemn with 3 view IC
ellminating 1t sitogether, or resiricung it
1o a0 e um whereye: Dosalble
Where migratory labour is inevitable
pecause of 1he economic svilem. the peTiec
during which a worker s separiled (rom
his family should be as short as possihi=
And wherever possible [amilier -“ould
oe united
Bul we alw realise that thege progiems
nave rampifications iats mhich the Chuich
can _have no [inal It Nor goes It
nave_al_ the .ach at disposal, w0 It
caAnng’ just make general pronouncemenis
However, as a system, we leel it can do

L]

irreparable harm (0 family Iile and ouolle
morality  ieft entirely unchallenged.

Does the Church take enough

" gction on matters like this?

DR. GELDENHUYS: That Is & matier
of opinlon. The public usually does no:
know that we are In frequent contact with
the various Government authorites oo
practical aspects of the application of
State policy.

We do not_Dbelieve in Epdzh i our
efforyy because, in the ulE Aflrican
wtuation. sincers attempts to rectfy
things which may De WTOng according to
Christian principles are often abused for
inchristian purposes by elements interested
only itn schievifig political galn.

Do Whites in South Africa have
o sufficient teeling of Christion
brotherhood towards non-Whites?

DR. GELDENHUYS: That Is a diffizu’t
assesament to make 1 can speak only of
tite relationahip between Christians af
ur own community, and ‘here I fngd
no antipathy between Christians of our
Church and those of our Dlsgun
Churches .

There B much more general goodwll
‘owards non-Europeans tn our Church
that: 13 publicly realised The Iacl Fhat we
dn nat always agree with the political
v.ews other people thay have on ibese
matiers does no: imply that we' have
anv antipathy towards the non-European
Our extensive misslonary work I3 proof of
this

What do you fteel obout the
growing tendency among non-
Whites to seek political chonge
rhrough violence?

DR GELDENHUYS: As a Chrustian |
can never condone violence as & method
of redress It can oaly do ureparable
damage to existing good relations betwren
the different sectlons of our population
And as far as I have been able to find
out. responsible Christian leaders among
the non-Eurcpeans share this “lew
entirely.
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How should a non-White Chris-
tian who desires politicol change
seek to l_ldlku it?

DR GELDENHUYS: By comstitutons
tr_r organisation. by consultation

udh:r the orderly pre-

sentation of his case. _agrees
%tlﬂlmuiw .:mmt:ﬂ
tes of

nwh- showld

points are open to

nut it 1= oot the Church's

responsibility (o make our s ‘Slucprint
of how it should be done.

It he connot organise, and it he
cannot achieve chonge through
constitutional means, is he still not
justified, in terms of Christian
ethics, in tumning to violence?

DRE. GELDENHUYS: Al no Lime can
violence be justified Eyep Christans in

Communist Russia have got o accept the -

system under which they live but. at the

same Lme keep praying and working
along conaflitutional Lpes for change In
iheir country.

In our Ccountry.

the system should be erent from
Ihn it w still Dave every legal
W them (0 persuade

they du-lppmh They must also be wil'irg
to give due conalderstion tn the other

wide of the guesilon

Do you regard revolution
generally as unchristion?

DR. GELDENHUYS: Yes definitely
But that dors not mean Lthat Christlans
should not be prepared to suffer o use
methods of pasaive resistance I “hiy
nonesily  feel  Thelr Chru'ian
principies nre oeing violated

-000-



PROFESSOR KEET
‘IN AN -
INTERVIEW WITH BENIAMIN POGRUND -

Professor Burena Bartholomeus Keei was born
78 wears ago in Alice. MHe retired at the end of
1959 from the Chair of Reformed Dogmatics and
Christian Ethics at Stellenbosch University after
ararly 40 years' service. .

Professor Keet matriculated at SACS, and after
completing his Bochelor and Master of Aris
drereet af the old Universiry of the Cape of
(ionnd Hupe. studied at the theological seminary
et Stellenbosch. and then at Princetown Limiver-
wiv uned in Amsterdam where he wok a Doclorale
ot Fheology

After serving as a minisier in Poarl and Groaff-
Reinet, he was appointed Professor of Svrfematic
Fieology at Stellenbosch in 1920 when he war 34

MHe wae one of the champions of the use of
Ateshaarns in the South African Dutch Reformed
Churin and 13 the only surviver of the five
whaolars whoe  first  translated the Bible inlo
Afrikaant

Scriptures do not

justify apartheid

Hos Christionity any answer to
South Africa’s racial problems?

PROFESSOR KEET: | think 1t has the
only an-wer there s it 11 15 only ap-
aolied 1 practre 1 repard Soulh Alria
as a multirecial couniry We cani sepa-
rate the duTerent racial groups  Ifum
rach other For each of them. il is their
wwe hemeland or adop ed couniry Chris-
rpanity must shos us the way io live
together as human beings even i mé Afe
all not of the same race [ wee Chrislaanily
as the Mulfiiment of Judaism and In the
Scriptures both of the Jews and the
Christians you have the basic command-
ment of love to God and te yiur neigh-
bour, and the one not without the othe:
Wo mention 1~ made of culour at mll

This i the sum ‘otal of the Ten Com-
mandments which we share with the
Jewish religon [ cannot see. though
how it can be fulfilled when you stand
for total separalion between the races
[ know. of course. thal people are prone
to come up fer their own snd for theis
nation’'s interes: Bul we must learn (o
mix and to help each other and we cant
do that 1l we are separated [rom each
olher =

People will say that one 1s ‘aliing un-
realistically because people have gOl
feelings — bul {7 1= just these selfish [eel-
ings which must be foughi., which must
e testified against and resisted People
~annos hve together If They stand only
fur their own self-interest :

t is also claimed that not only are we
Aufferent from each other, but there are
alw differences in colour and cullure
arg civiisati ' n Coloyr plays a loo-im-
pwir ant part 1 our ‘hinking. If you have
evenn & [owch of colour i you, you Aare
av'racised Ms standpoint 1s that colour
ha- absolutély no'hing (3 do with your
NUMAnity .

It is otten said rhat South Atrico
is o Christion country. Would you
agree?

FROFESSOR KEET:.l would say Lhal
nominally our people do try to live up to
‘hat standard. but It s mixed up with 50
many olher things, especlally with ihe
idea that the traditional policy in our
country is that we should not intermingle .
Under certain circumstances 1 can under-
stand that When you think of the Col-
oured and African races — thal they
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Seriptures do not justify apartheid

have been on s low level gf civilisation—
you have Lo be careful bow you Interprei
mingling with them having social
s¢elations with them

ar
We musi. however Lry (0 sdjusi our-

with non-Whitea — they
1ve gaiped In ch L 200 years 1 don?

1
ha
think one can regulate social relat: nahips
by legislation, It's been iried in Uhis coun.
try and It doesnl work We went for-
ward for so many yemre without .egisabe
iion — now we try o regulate everything
by legislation That is the positicn some-
times taken up by the Dulch Relormec
Churches They say the Governmen® =g
regulate social relationships

But The Church must prociaim that
social relationships are quite voluniars
and mus! not be forced on people

In which way is Christianity not
being applied in South Africo?

PROFESSOR KEET: People wili agree
with about Christianity u:  (heory
bul wil] oot pul Tl into practice This w
something we are all prone w do If we
nave high principies in ilfe ®e are sowa)-
running up against difficuliies Here .
South Alrica we have quite a ot of that
We pride ourselves on the fac: tha: we
wan! to do our best for the peuple whe
wre with us Bul then we also say thal
the Coloured man must be kepl n his
place and we make 1t very difieulr far him
‘o improve that place

We are always taliing about how much
we do for Lthe Natves for their housing
and so on PBut when we come (o the real
basic question of personal relalinships
then we say that the only way !'oc pre-
wrve our own cullure and civilisalion 1
10 separaie ourselves [rom the olher races
1s there tor example, anything more un-
realistic than the Pamily Lile Conference
held in Bloemfonteln recently by the
Nederdultse Gerelormresede Kerk at which
some very One papers were presented on
the importance of family lfe Yet in the
name of apartheid. thousands of families
are broken up and we don™ say s word
against it

Do you think that Church leadens
are aware of the gap between the
theory and practice of Christianity?

PROFEBSOR KEET: In general |
would sxy certalnly. But il I= not very
g

ol

diffcult under certaln clicumsiances Lo
change your theory according to your
pract Ln?.# 3' the way round
And that, I'm afradd, is what many of.
our people are trying lo do,_lInstead of
standing by the principle, they are ry-
'ng to Justily the practice by the theory
Hence this never-ending search for seek-
'ng Scriptural justification for apastheid
f seeking new  descripve lerms such
as separaie develo paent, differentiation or
aulogenous seli-development. And It Is
not possitble to And Scriptural juatifica-
tioms They are nominally Scriptural, but
the wrong oerpretations are glven 1
Lave Dol weenn any argument yel thal
Forvinees me that here |3 such a ground
i Seripture

Semie people Lave even said that sell-
preservation is ‘he first law of life But
a Christian ought never to say Lhal be-
cause he has been taught to sacrifice him-
«elf and to give his Life for olhers

8g the Church leaders do not really
recognise that there s & deficiency in the
araclice ! Christtanity - uniy they
seach & difTerent Mewpolnt

You ceter to Church leaders
reaching a diHerent viewpoint.
From reports, doein’t this seem to
be happening on an increasing scole
especially within the Dutch Re-
tormed Churches?

PROFESSOR KEET: Yes [ think you
can say that You see it by leiters in the
Press by the publication of the Indepen-
dent Cnurch monthly magazine Doy
w and by the devel pments tnaide
ne ch Refurmed Churches Peuple are
coming outl for understanding of what
Scnpture says 1f we stand by what
Seripture says then we must be willing
‘o rome ou? 10 the open for & Many fac-

* . :ors however, work against this happen-

:ng becauss the power which tradition has
s very greal and a person cannol easily
change .

We of the Duich Relormed Churches
arr sanding quite alone In our nlerpre-
:ation o! the Seriptures on the gqueslon
of apartheid We are not only slanding
agaipst the convicllons of other ¢énUrches
n South Al byl we differ from the
Reformed Churches of ihe world ATl the
Cuich Relormed Churches In this country
stand for apartheld in the churches and
in politicsa

They suppor: the Government 1o its
policy and particularly in regard lo total
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apartheid if it can be done In » humane
way But 1 dontt think they take into
ronuderation what must lead o that —
and even Lhen excuse these melhods and
practices which increase lenajon between
the races by saying they are oaly lem-
porary [ don't think a good purpose can
be served by bad means

And | dn not LRIGK 1 4s (rue (0 )
ihere 13 cniy wne choice - Leiwetl apart-

neld and nlegiation These wre nol the-

sy poas pilities - there are many other
ways in shich you can do it [n Uhe Orst
place, people say . that Blacks will always
vole against Whites and vice versa But af
we treat ‘hem on an rqual basis "his does
no: follom Coeditions 0 our cuuntcy are
vastly c:Terent from those In "he rest of
Africa Bu! then we mus! (real them in
@ fair way a3 peupie as pers.ns

I think the Duich Relormea Church
iraders Afe very bonest 1n their siand-
puint Bu; you can be very honest anc
v be very wrong In your thinking

Whoe would you say 13 leading
whom in the Dutch Retormed
Churches? The ministers or the
membary?

FROFESSDOR KEET. The ministed
the lemder of the congrecation But some
wl hem do oot Lige o pupizess thed [efi
mgs on these matters They Just aveld
themy In the politwa: d:Mcuities "ha’ we
Kave 10 South Africa especlaciv 'r "lmes
al siress- -- for example. during the
Second World War -~ the same problem
arose for ministers — bhow lar Lo talk ouw’
on Uwess LEAUS

Mow that the eolour fuestlon has o=
come & political ssue 1t has made 11 moTe
difficult for the minlsters T{ p man should
stand up and [procialm he s agaunst

he Is called & Sap or shatever

}: may ll.nd he Is told he Is hot » ‘rue
. .
1 wo say that many of our ministers’

feel aa 1 go on the race lmus But they
will nol come out on it because they would
snake thelr positions very difficult Al the
shime Ume an increasing pumber of our
minkters are In [ac: coming out into
the open In spite of Lthe support of mnatl
of their members {or current Government

Do you think there is any
chonce of the ministers signifi-
cantly influencing their members?

PROFESSOR KEET: Oh yea, | do
Especially our younger minklers

How would you describe Chris-
tianity’s view of the increasing
trend to political violence among
the country’s non-Whites? -

PROFESSOR KEET: Christianity s
against violence. Prolesls, yes, as sirong
a: you can make them withoul using
violence. l'?mv_q-rmﬂl.nu s what I'm
‘hinking of =S————7" T

But even this sort of activity is
ditficult these doys. What hope
then con non-Whites be offered for
ochieving their aspirations?

FROFESS0OR KEET: | would say the
e+t chance for non-Whites is to work
.1 change in the attitudes of the Whites
[ thirk they will find more sympathy
a.ang “hese lines too

Is there ony race discrimination
or segregation within the Dutch
Retormed Churches?

PROFESSOR KEET: Theoretically oo
excep* n the Nederdutsch Herv.rmde
Krerk #here non-Whites are specifically
vic.uded from membershup in Terms of
Article Three Bu! whatever the theory
11 praciice there s segregalion every day
sSan-White- ase generally not allowed to
st engt the services of White people This
i+ not true of all our Churches but 1t is
vaper ey tfue in the north

Jusl a3 you have social classes apd dis-
snotions you cpnnol  Just. change thes
ot of thing But it should no' be & hard
and fast ¢ We should not exclude
penpie 1t should be on & volunlary basis

How do you view the relotions
between the Dutch Reformed and
the other Churches? :

PROFESSOR KEET: There was a time
when we metl apd discussed Uungs Ut
the occasions are getting 'ess [ am hoping
that we will rsume our CORYErAALIONS
wi'h the other Chuwrches because there
is & greal need for Us to consult wilth one
-nuthrrr_q '
The new’

interdenominational

meziing If the Churches do nol meet on
an ofcial level then the representatives
of the Churches must come together (O
talk things over.
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Hos Christianity any onswer tor
South Africa’s tangled racial prob
lems?

ARCHBISHOP HURLEY . Christiani )y
like any lUwving faith 1 suppossed Lo pruo-
vide & way of life — not merely & st of
theorelical responses o the.relical ques-
tons but practical directives indicating
how life should be ved Also & way of
ife should have sufficient powmer and
inspiration to induce people "o follow 17a
norms even though these norms mpl
self-renunciation and sacrifice

| Airmly belweve that Chrisltianily nDas
all these elements and can supply an
snswer o SBouth Africa’s race problem -
provided that Christlans and partcu-
larly Christiarn leaders. make a concrele
and tangible application of theyr way of
itffe to the South Afrwcan sifuation

This is not easy It 15 nol easy Decause
any faith which lives for any time in his-
tory and sccumulates convenlions and
cultyral relationships is inclined 1o
‘dentify itsell too gouch with tbese con-

ventl nd relationships Its followers
lose overall deep and pencirating

rislon which should enable them {0 see

-

ARCHEBISHOP
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to Christianity
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cdated *hemselves

Do you mean then thot the
purity of the Christion faith has
been lost-in South Africa?

ahd

Have BeCUr-

)
Ll

ARIUHBISHUOPF HURLEY: [n & senss
s It has been suflocaied oy 1dentiilicn-
s altth qertaln narrow  cultural. nat-

onal eapesitnces For example the White
man generaiy wWentifies Christianity with

Western civiliation When he fnds ab-
vher man not relleciing the walues of
Westernn civilisation he dors Dot oof-

uder that hia Christisn practices ihould
auiomatically be exténded to "hat man
Personally [ have & theory for this 1t
a cirabion of the nborn natursel o
f the Buman race which B 0 all of us
'y g distorfion of our human commu-
ity Instinet
Chriaianily = Dasi
stated by Jesus Christ
all these things

directiive 13 that
“Love Odod above

ove vour nelghbousr ai
yourself

Bu: like all men in =il ages. South
Africans are wclined Lo realricl Lhe cate-
gory ol neighbour to Lhose who share
thelr own characlerisiics — o the case
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of White South Africans, the same cul-
ture and the same colour The basic
problem is to undersiand what neighbour
means In the light of Christianity
peighbour & #very man

But one often reods ond hears
rhat this is a Christian country.
Don’t you ogree with this?

ARCHEBISHOPF HURLEY: [t » Chris
tuan to the extent thal we accepl acade-
mically the basic Christian directive Bu’
in practice we pay only lp-service 0 ik
sMany suthorities today criticiae the appli-
cation of the adjective Chrislian” ‘o any
culture. country of natkon on the grounds
that any of these is & combinaton® of
jocal qualities and defects with a Chris-
tian vwlon Since this wisjon 13 always
restricted Uy local blind-spots these
critics say that we are not justified in
ralling any hOuman group as such a
Chratlian group

As & way of Lle Christianity s sup
posed to emphasise positlive love for one:
neghbour as the most striking manile
tation of 1ts infoence This I8 summed up
in the Scripural guotation By ‘this
whall all men know thal you are my
disciples o vyou have love one lor
another * .

The obvious meaming of ‘his 3 Lha:
Chrisiianily should mapifest itsell Dot
merely Dy & negative arlilude of not
wiahing o harm o her people. bul oY a
positive atiMude of going out of ones
way 0 be nelghbourly and kind [f we
Judge the witality of Chrisimnily in
Soyth Africa in the Lght of this stale
men' then Christlanity obvwously has »
jong way 10 go before | becomes o LViNg
force 1o this couniry Oecause 0 few
White Christlans have any awarenes.
that they should be going gqut of thel
- way ta> manifest goodwill to their Blacs
neghbours

You ore saying that there i3 o
lock ot Christionity in South
Africa. What obout wnchristion
actions? Are these olso evident?

ARCHBISHOF HURLEY. Yes &
nave positively ant-Christian a titudes
and acts tha: fSow [rom them For ex.
ample. the attitude that the While race
must dedicsie Itscif o 1ts sell-preserva-
ton even a! the cost of offenaing agains
all norms

"This s = panful

leaders are m roduct of the
limitled unde :
oo and “Sarer viion of

deeper

L]

mank:nd based on love for God There-
fore Lo place the self-preservalion of =
race, nationality or culture above neigh-
nourly love is an inversion of Christian
values )

The Atrikoons-specking people
particularly stress this matter of
selt-preservation. | might be wrong,
but | recall statements that it is
even port of the Christion duty of
o group. But in view of whot you
soy, do you regard it os anti-Chris-
tion? 1 Lot

ARCHBISHOP HURLEY: | sympathise
very deeply with the sell-preservalion
aspirations of Lhe Alfriksans-speaking
peaple 1 have experienced it with Roman
Catholic societies in Spain, Portugal, Ire- .
iand and Canada But sympathy with an
aspiralion of this nature must not blind
anesel! to the fact that placing the pre-
servation of a race or culture above Lhe
universal precept of love s unchristian
and seems to fall under the judgment
of this statement of Christ — “He that
will save his life shall lose i, and he

that shall lose his life for My sake shall
find it

What means of action should

"Christionity toke to restore the

purity of its toith in South Africo?
ARCHBISHOF HURLEY: The most
#ffective remedy wi'hin a religlous group

when that religious group Ls failing to
dve up to its ideals 18 Lo give rise 0 &

prophet or two wh m
to refréah :nﬂ'j;k.mn_mrm ;
swon of the religious iceal Unfortunately

prophels are not at our beck and eall
Failing prophets it s for the leaders of
each religious community to évolve the
bes: human means of bringing thetr ideals
tee [ again within their communily
This involves & good deal of heart and
nead searching for the leaders themselves
because the

necessary to work out practical methods
ulwmm Lthese o the
r 1
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Basically then, you say that, if to
be Christion it is necessory to
breok the low, it must be done?

ARCHBISHOP HURLEY: Yes, that u
[ ]

Is there any sign of rhis spirit in
South Africa?

ARCHBISBOP HURLEY: No 1 see Tio

dci"-yﬂ.ﬂl

there is no sign of it, doesn't
it follow from whot you hove said
that Christianity will be borren
and purposeless?
ARCHEISHOP BURLEY: Yes, | woulo

agree with that This, of course i no
reflection on Christanity but oo Chris-

T — —
vival can mean anything from 1 1o %

o~ 7 S =

This &5 o bleck picture of Chris-
tionity you have pointed. What lies

ahiis ot Al

Christisns

! donl se¢ anyuung lke an efleclive
movement to make Christlanity relevant
o the Soulh African situation yel, but |
do welcome Lhe signs of profcund concern
being experienced In several religious de-
nominations The fact that thi profound
concern 3 becoming evident 1D many
quariers of the Duich Reformed Churches
:.; one of the most ﬂr.il.i.uwl.ndmpmmﬂﬂll
crefopmen’s o our counlry do
find lgt in regard to people of the Dulch
Refgrmed Church (aith, they refllect
ceriain admirable integrity in the cohe-
won of ther (aith with their social be-
haviour Thu means that when “hey
acquire a brosder and d r graap of
tBe Implicallons of Chrisiianity fhrf are
mﬂ_ & fo go Lhe whole dlstance and
make 1
be termed heroic when considered m Lhe
Hgh! of 'heir former cogvictions and the
oresent aliuation of thelr peohle

Your description of Christionity’s
sitwation in South Africa is so
gloomy thot | wonder whether vou
see any hope of it surviving among
our non-White peoples?

ARCHBISHOP HURLEY: Yes | think

do not allow: Lo
overwhelm itk belief sy
that African _have
“?a‘“’___btﬂum what experi-
ence WIA & very




Lip-service only to Chrishanity

Page thirty-thres

is thers any racial discrimina-
tion within the Roman Cotholic
Church?

ARCHBISHOF HURLEY: There again
you must distinguish between theory ano
practice In theary there la not supposea
o be In practice, there is a great deal
1n regard to worship, there |s first of all
the fact that White and Black congregs
pons nearly always live in dilferent arems
and use different church bulldings When
they use the same bullding there ls the
amhlt:&'ul.' language And 'lh;l'l they ﬂil-r

at same language, as for ezampie
:Tﬁ*u Coloureds and Ind:lnu.. and kneel
i the same benches, ther asocialio
doca Dot survive [Helr exit from  the
church. There s hardly any social mixing
outaide of the churgh However, there 1s a
err:aln degree of mixing and collabora-
son n Church work -- 1n UChrfistian
faritable acticfi and 1o soclclles run by
e Church.

The Churck has many S'a'e-alded or
private schoals but they [ollvw the pat-
urn of mmcial separation Legally. of

it s almos: (mpossible 1o
'r.:,: pu%l:t: different races in the same

If 1t were legally possible it
t..au‘d not be easy to-mchioeve A" egruliun
in schools because of the allifude of
parents The Church has never attempied
ANy systematic breakdown of fHess rac .l
atliludey Wn regard W schools or o her
Church instjiutions like Iwspitals or
haos tela

Do you think this raciol discrimi-
nation is consistent uir_h Christi-
anity?

ARCHBISHOF HURLEY: N, no, bul
I must confesa o an evolution of hought
it regard to the praciices tha: prevail
Some years back 1 was much mare un-
presscd by the practical problem of get-
ung people of different races to meel
Todsy my chiel presccupation B with
:h-r Illll.ﬂ"!' ol the wdeal Eq,m m hul:
w and Its I:nﬂ.uumm, m; len-

:3‘.' o e o |

Antegration To-

L]

the Christian ideal In everything that
roricerns the Church

Is the Church doing anything
obout the discrimination situation?

ARCHBISHOP HURLEY: The Church’s
wggest effort so {ar In re-educating Its
membersy has amuuntied to the publication
of staements on the raclal question by
the bishops These sialements are rather
theoretical but wvery much in keeping
with what has been the trend il re-
cently in the Catholic Church when 1t la
faced with a problem

It has been Inclined to Lsue & theo-
retical statement on the assumplion that
‘he mémbers of the Church would spon-
‘aneouws]ly make the npecessary Dractical
applications There s an obrvious weak-
neas the syatem and the trend today
s to Insist tar more on the practical edu-
cat.on of Church members in the atiti-
‘udes neceszary o solve the problem
The maore paychological and  practical
methuxds are found n church groups
ahich aim at giving their members lhe
practical ablity «of applying ChristianHy
i the cifcumstance: n which Lthey iive

Should the Church do more than
it is doing!

ARCHBISHOP HURLEY: | wouwld -at
mat we Calholic bishops as leaders of
e oamuntty omust  g@hve  Tremendous
mipetus e translatng our theoretical
"afemens Inio & living doctrine Chat -will
far zoolv and concretely afTect the dally
vars alb oLur sseople

What is your view, or Christi-
anity’s view, of the increasing trend
towards political viclence among
non-Whites?

ARCHBISHOP HURLEY: | can onjy

deplore 1t Allbough Chrosuans in the
'PHL!'II‘! respopsble for s fair amoupnt

ol xiolepce, Christlam I opposed
w viglepce But lfﬁmuumnﬂu

s positive solullon (0 our racial problems.
a solutiom inspired by deep religious prin-
ciples, they will have little reason (o com-
plain if violence Is turped agalnat ther.
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this support has not been {nrihcoming
Bome of the Church’s mosi rOUTREROUS
leaders have been Jeft standing quile
slone

80 many adherenis seem to think that
‘he Church exists solely for the pufpose of
providing them with comlortable relig:-
ous fTeelings on Sundays. Their falth 3 a
separate aclivily practised in  isclaton
and for Ha own sake At beal. Lhey prac-
tise religpon In their private [ife but atog
short of carTving it over into public itle
Thus & gap opfns up between privale and
public mcrslity th South Africa [t s a
Christian country tolerating un-Christian
‘hings

Inwardly disturbed sbout this. many
people seek bablical Justification for the
social mtiitudes that produce these thing:
and some of the Churches assist them o
‘he sem~ch In the process the preservTa-
tion of & national group and L3 culiure (s
elevaled above the Christian precept of
universal love

Inner weakness

The result cf these inner weaknessss
s that the Church becomes 'oo much




to prosint-day realities

Summing up, It seems that what the

Church needs to do is to stop hugging
its faith itoelf to

and
and into the community.

These are tasks not only for the clergy
but also for the lay members who make
up the main body of the Church,

If it can bring itself Lo do these things.
the Church will become the powerful force

. lTor good that ls lacking in troubled Bouth

Africa loday,

—THE EDITOR



