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MINUTES OF NATIONAL CONFERENCE
HELD AT SKYLINE HOTEL, JOHANNESBURG
ON_ MONDAY, 2ND NOVEMBER _1059.

DEDICATICON:

The Dedication was read in English by the President,
and in Afriksans by the Vice-President, of the Black Sash.

WELCOME BY SOUTHERN TRANSVAAL:

Mrs. J. Sinclair, Chairman of the Southern Transvaal
Region, warmly welcomed the National President, the Central
Executive, delegates and other members of the Black Sash.

NATIONAL PRESIDENT'S OPENING REMARKS AND WELCOME TO
DELEGATES:

The President thanked Southern Transvaal Region for
making it possible to have the Conference in Johannesburg,
for their hospitality and for making all the arrangements
in connection with hotels, a hall for the Conference ete.,
on behalf of the Central Executive.

The President welcomed the Presa. The Conference
would not be open to the Press after 11 o'clock.

Mrs. M. Petersen, National President, briefly assessed
the events of the past year, during which there had been
no let-up in the spate of repressive legislation, nor in
thehigh-handed manner in which this legislation had been
foisted on to the Statute Book. She detailed major pieces
of legislation like the misnamed Extension of University
Education Bill, legislation to create Bantu states, and the
Industrial Conciliation Act which, in spite of the expert
advice of those best qualified to judge, and with complete
disregard for the reassoned arguments and pleas of native
representatives and members of the opposition in Parliament,
had been steam=rollered on to the Statute Book.

It was clear that the Government intended enforcing
"apartheid", oblivious of the resultant wreckage of human
lives. In spite of the fight the Black Sash has made over
the past three and a2 half years, the drift towards totali-
tarianism and away from democracy had gone on steadily, and
lack of wisible results tended to create disastrous dis-
couragement, bitterness and anger. These could destroy
good Jjudgment and blunt our sense of moral wvalues.

The President urged delegates to do nothing to preju-
dice the reputation of the Black Sash for being absolutely
unprejudiced and objective. There had been gleams of en-
couragement; it seemed that some Nationalists themselves
disapproved of totalitarian methods; politicians had ex-
pressed the need for recognition of the desires of the non-
white section. Mrs. Petersen felt that to claim that the
Sash had been responsible was presumptuous, but the Black
Sash could claim to have done something towards creating a
climate of opinion in which these ideas could flourish and
STowW.

She felt right would always triumph in the end, and
she urged Black Sash members to go ahead steadily knowing
that our work was worth while, and that in the end "alles
sal reg kom".

fhe oo,
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4.

APOLOGIES:

Mesdames Spo tiswoode and Berm=n of the Central Executive
Weodames Marsuard and Henderson of Cape restern
Mrgs Herries Baird of Nats1l Co=satal.

MIMUTES OF THE ANNUAL NATTONAL CONF R NCE :

The Minutes of the Annu=1 National Conference held at
Cape Town on QOctober 14/15/16/17th , 1958 had been circulated.
Through-out the Minutes lMrs Rowe to read Miss Rowe.
With this amendment, the Minutes were approved and
sisned.

ARTSTNG QUT OF TH- MINUTES:

Page 6. Resolution iii.as.

ICOMMEINDED thot a sub-Committee be formed to go into
the reform of the S. A7rican Electoral Laws, with
special reference to the loaded vote.

Mrs Stott reported that nothing had really been done;
various people h=d been approached but no one could do
anything. She suggested that, in future, when
proposals of this nature were made, the Region have
people in mind to do the specific work.

AGREED:  that each Region be asked to find someone able
to do this particular job; and that Mrs Foley and Mrs
Green endeavour to get the Torch Commando findings

Page 7. Regolution iii.b:

RECOMMENDED that a sub-committee go into the matter of
the secrecy of ballot papers with the people who know the
Blection Laws well, to find out how to tighten these laws.

Mrg Stott reported that here too nothing had been

sccomplished but gave an assurance that before the next
National Conference there would be = statement in the
Nsationalist newsp-pers re-assuring voters that the ballot
was secret.

Page 7. Resolution iv:

RECOMMINDED +hat the Black Sash investigate the Bantu
Education Act and protest =zgainst the manner in which
it withholds full educational oprortinuties from both
adult -nd young Africans.

Mrs Stott reported that a courle of people had become
authorities and were giving lectures on the subject;
there had also been 2 specisl edition of the Magsezine.

Page 7T. Resolution wv:

AGREED UNANIMOUSLY +that the Black Sash sho uld investigate
and consider the need for ensuring that people arrested in
"mass" for political offences cean avail themselves of

bail, and do what is possible to ensure an sdecuate
defence.

Vrs Stott reported that there we=s a Bail Fund in Cape
Town and when money bec-me available the possibility of
extending the scheme would be discussed.

EI]‘I’"““ L ]
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E. Further matters asrising out of the Minutes:

Three futher matters arighg would come up later in the
Agenda.  AGREED that these items be left over.

6. GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Tuesday 3rd November, 1959 Brzins' Trust on Education
Delegates to meet Dr. 4.B. Kazi, Mr. G.M. Pitje,

Prof. Gourlay, Messrs S. Kruger and 7.B. Hughes at 6 p.m.
at a Finger Surnper.

Wednesday 4th Press Party =2t Mrs J. Sincleir's flat
203, Santa Margherita, Eighth3treet, ¥illarney at 6 p.m.

T A APPOINTMENT OF A PRES3 COMMITTEE :

The Central Executive had been asked to mske sure
that the Press Statement had the consent of all members
of the Fress Committee. VMembers were therefore asked to
mzke sure that they would be svailable at the end of the
fonference, when the Press Statement w-s drawn up, before
accenting nomination for the Fress Committiee.

Mesdemes ©. “tott (Convenor), J. Davidoff, R.N. Robb,
»,D.V, Fowell and A. Pirie vere nominated. Mr= Roberts
to act =28 zlternate to Mrs Robb.

The first meeting of the Fress Committee would be at
lunch time on Tuesday 3rd November. Each member was asked
to draw up =2 rough draft statement 2t the end of each dzy.

B . AFPOINTMENT OF COMMISSION TO DISCUSS CENTRAL FXECUTIVE
STATUS AND COMSTITUTION:

Mesd=mes A.D.-Curry (Border), A. Pirie (Cape T.)

F.D.V. TPowell (Natal Coastal) M. Corrigall, S. Jdhnson
(Natal Mid) D. Grant (S. Tvl) R.N. Robb and N. le Feuvre (Cape W.)

=nd membsrs of the present a2nd past Central Executive
were nominated to consider the status of the Central
Ixecutive; to evolve some way for these ideas to
function smoothly and to mske recommendations to the
Conference.

The Commission would meet at Mrs J. “ineclair's
flat at 8 p.m. on Tuesday 2nd November, 1959.

8. RULES OF FROCZTURE:

The Tresident read the Rules of Frocedure and detailed
2 rough time schedule.

“GRTEID that night meetings were not advisable; that
tea be served at the conference tables at 10.45 a.m.; that
lunch be from 1 to 1.45 p.m.

AGREED that for the "General Discussion" the rules
of procedure would not be strictly adhered to, in order to get
freer discussion, but thereafter delegstes were asked to
keep strictly to these rules of 0 der.

Proposed by Mrs D. Hill (S.Tvl) and seconded by
Mrs J. Sinelsir (S5.Tvl) thet the Finutes be short, giving

only resolutions. AGREED UNANIMOUSLY.

9. Items for Genersl Discussion/....
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g ITEMS FO2 T.ulilal JISCUSSICU:

GG UEID thetl krs :tﬂtt, iTation=al Vice-President, take the Ch=mir.

1. Froposed by irs Zircleir {3.7v1) end seconded lrs M. Corrigall [ifatsl
Bidlenda)
Aat 2t s ional ComTerences adezuate time shall be alloczted
for open discussiorn of i’zertmnt neltizrs of general interest
to the Jash, ard the Jonference shall bhe ermpovered to
forrmlete ressclutions arising therefron,

Trenosed Mras Moley and ceconded ura Stott that the words "and ut"
he adied after "to formml:zite" hrendment sccepted by Fronoser
and seconder, and zccented unanioously.

Mra Stott in the Chair:

2,  The port which t-e Slack Cesh should zlsy in the “Jzion Zay

"Celebrgtiona" in iday, 1960,
The Choiroan felt tlat thie shonld he considered in three parts:-
{a) LUack Zegion to be given the ﬁ':nrtunity to rencrt progress

~ade and the reco uizendations mede at the s_ecizl peetirgs
called in conjunction with the ilz t1nqa1 Council deciciong

(b} Cape W. lead their reseclution on vhat asheuld be done

{c} Any reselution which =ogy be talen as a reoult of the
Ciscussion,

{a) edorts from Re:ions:

Hatal Miclonds

Mra 5. Johanson rensrted that D, Brookes hed comsented tc¢ dravr

up & periect Jometitution.

The 3renches rere sgairat blaek flags ete, but felt the Black
wash st do gomething, nreferebly semething lite a re-dedication
anc certainly not =28 a celebration.

In Fieternoritzburg the City Jcureil hald n&reed te hold o Iull
neeting, ceclaring tieir loyaliy to the ‘ucer and to 5. Africa but
the Idninigtrator had over ruled this {ecigion.

Dorder: prs Curry

The reaction of their Tegion was rather sinilar - that the Plack
Sosh gho:tld mot tale Dpart Irm 3 "celebration" but in o re=decdicetion.

They hed not asked the Council not te toke part. Black flags
Tere ozxt.

They wanted o ~ational statement and <rere atarting letiters to
the Press ptating why they felt Union Day was ot a time Tor
celeklration.

Czpe Faptern: Hrs L. Pirie.

ife boyeott = the 5lock Sagh should participate, not in
celelration but as o re-dedication. They were not averse to having
a ODlacl Cash Tloat = ogain in the noture ¢f o re-=dedication. Dozhre
oot ckeeriul,

Forticns of the tionies 217 seated Ly the Council should be used for
starting bursaries as a memerial or else for assisting -rith schoel
booka and conmsidered gending = Jepuiation to the liayor.

ilo resly had beex received fron Grohonmstown cbeout a Comstitution.

t.7.E, Mre ('Corior.

dlrs 0'Conzor fel? she ccull not really conient as 2 Region
but was ir cyopathy with tie idea of re-iedicotion and likecd “he iden
ci o bursary. There w~s no one she could epproach about o
Constitution.

irﬂt{\l Eﬂﬂﬂtﬂulfl '"SEERE.
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Nztal Coastal: Miga F, Parris

They had been horrified to hesr that the City Council
had voted £40,000 to move the st-tues ztc in commenmoration

of Unien Day, but pressure hsd scotched their plans. Durban
h=d withdrawn £20,000 milk fund from Cato lanor 'zs they
maintained that it was wrongly administered. The 3ash had
written to each City Couneillor =skinz for s d=y of
re-dedication and prayer only Only one had had the courtesy
to anaswer, some felt that the Elack S5ash were throwing politics
into mumicipal affairs.

They had voted £5,000 for the "celebrations" - speci=l
dinner, Boer Yar veterans, etec. The Black Sash had heard
nothing further but were determined to stop the holus bolus
spending of thouszands.

Mrs Petersen -sked if li-tal Coastal hsd taken up the assu-
=ation of throwing politics into municipal affairs for any
citizen was entitled to 2 reply for the council were the "sec
"servents® of citizens - this could be rsised in the nature of
a friendly discussion.

Mrs Ferris renlied thet there ha' boen comment in the N-tal
Mercury.

Mrs Powell - reported that at Branch level +their Sash
members were not in favour of black b-nds ete, but all in
favour of = day of re-dedication, They had not discussed a
flosat.

N. Transvaal: Mrs B.R.M, Pindlay.

The Region had not met but the members were ogainst
"celebration" but might take p=zrt in some activity.

3. Transvaal: Mrs J. -inclzir.

Ey snd largs the members were gainst sny "celebration”
but there w-s the point of view that we were -roud of being
S. Africans and there had been creat achievements. They
were prep-red to teke part in =2 re-dedicstion.

With reg=rd to the photographiec exhibition - nc sooner
had they returned from the Council m=eting thsn they had le- rnt
th=t someone else irntended doing it, but Mrs Sinclezir wonders:.
if it would not be ro=szitl= to hire = shop window for the month
of ¥ y =nd h-ve an exhibition =nd try visual education.

Mrs Rankin hsd written = play but it hazd not yet been
read by the Co mittee. WMo one h=d been found to write a
draft Conatitution.

The money for scholsrshins had not besn discussed, she
personally felt it w=s 2 very good ides. It would be useless
to consider the City Council =22 it was ruled by seven nation-
alists and there was trouble at the maoment abvout the University
gErant

Cape W.: Mrs R,%, Robb /evueons
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Cape W.: Mre R,N, Robb.

4t the National Council meeting Cape W. reported that,
inspired by the Conference Johannesburg hsd had, they went
of f to =28k the Arch-bishop if a similar Conference could take
place. 70 people, representing 30 bodies had attended and
at the Confesrence » resolution h d been taken by the members in
their private capscities. A Continuation Committee hed buen
formed, The Chsirman was ex-ﬂhﬁggigﬁptlivres and the Secrest=ry,
Mrs M, Henderson.

Mrs Robb read the motion passed =2t the /rch-bishop's Conferecnce
g8ee Annexure A.

4 great dezl done by the Black Sash could be under the
scheme conceived by the Arch-bishop's Conference.

This Conference cz2lled uron all organisations and individusls
to observe 31st May as a day of dedication to the task of achiov-
ing three objectives = even if it were over the next fifty yeore.

On the Sund=y before Union Day there would be = solemn mz:. h
and re-dedication;

Sub-co:mittees had bheen set up to work on the three tasks:

(2) Work on the Constitution, under Mr. Donzld
Molteno;

(b) mreting employers and employees to consider
poverty =nd economic security;

(e) to organise = Conference of all the bodies
concerned with human rights.

Czpe Y. would like the Sash to =sgree notionally, but if they
1id not then hoped they would call similar Conferences.

They did not think it =3 a good idea 7or the small =r=as to
do anything, but that there should be a2 big nstional demon-
gtration in the largs centres snd the smaller branches should
work to help the bisger aress on this Sunday be’ore Union Day.

This march was visualised as 7or several thoussnd -eople - all
the organisstions to taks part, It was the Sash's job to
prod all the time, mainly at the public and to get individuals
to attend, =5 individu=ls.

The next mzeting would be on  November 24th and the sub-
committees would bring their concrete resolutions nd suszgestions
to thet meeting.

The Chalrman decreed thet all Regions had rer-orted fully and
Conference should now decide which efforts should be national
Under Regional autonomy, Regions could do those they wished to
undert-ke.

A.  Bleck flags and )
B. Thotographic Sxhibition 3 Both ideas discarded.

C. Float - suge=gted by C=pe E. only. Denger of looking
like participetion in celebration.

T i i - T i - M M
D. Draft Constitution gﬁdlﬂrg§EEnggﬁsﬂn;r' D. *Molteno

One in Fietermsrit burg -
Dr. Edear Brookes.

D. Draft Constitution/.......
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fetivities for Union D=y (continued)

D. Traft Constitution - Thrae

AGRTED _ thet these Constitutions be published in the
Tress and in booklet form.

AGREED thet it had besen recommended =2t the National
Council meeting that s remmeration of
arproximately £50 each be o“fered. Netal

Midlends were sponsoring the Constitution
by Dr. Brookes.

K. AGRECD that there be & special issue of the Elack “ash
Magaczine giving the good and thz bad aspects of
Urion after 50 -~ars, written especially for the
general public in terms everyone could understand.

F. The Rosd ‘head.

Mrs Spottiswcode's Book South Africa.

Opinions of the contributors:-

Mrs Msrgaret Ballinger General theme of the future

Mr. Japie Basson ; " with emphasis
on our relations with thc
rest of the world.

Prof. Edgar Brookes General theme.

Prof, J.C. Bruwer 9S.4.B.R.A. Future of the non-white
in "white mreas"
Frof, J.H., Coatzee The Afrikaner and Black
Fotchefstroom HNationalism in the future.

Mr, Alex HET'_'E}:L =
Chief Albert Luthuli

The future of Labour.
Feneral theme.

Prof. =.G. Malherbe The future of Education.

Frof. 7.E, M=tthews The role of the educated
African in the future.

Prof. Ben Mara%ﬁetﬂria The role of the Churches.

"r. Donald Molteno On desirable congtitutional
chenges.

Frof. ~.V. Pistorius “enersl theme.

Prof J. “adie SABRA

-nd Dr. M,3., Louw (Sanlam) jointly on the economic

Mr. Len Samuels
Witwatersrand
trthur Lazarus
taatri College,
Dr. At van der Ross

Mr.

Pending:

future, giving the Nat.
line.

Economic future, giving

the liberszl orposition line,
The future of the Indians

Turban

The coloured people.

A Bantu on sunport of separate development.

Mr Willem van Hecerden
Dagbreek Pers

On the future of the Fress.

¥r. Howard Timmins was publishing the book =nd the Sash was in no
way committed for Mr Timmins considered it would sell on its
merits, at 15/- to the public and 9/- to members.

A guarantee of £750 had been given to Mr. Tirmins by a well-

wisher snd would be re-paid at the rate of 5/- per copy.

Thus

the 1st Edition of 3,000 copies would cover the gu=rantee.
Mr. Timmins would ps2y us 2/- per copy on all sold - including

those sold to members.

1st Edition will bring us £300.
Each contributor has becn offered £20.

The £300 from lst

“dition will go towerds paying these contributors and the deficit

will be made up by donations from friends.

In brief/.....
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In a brief introduction Mrs 3Spottiswoode would state that the

book h-d been compiled by the Plack 3ash of opinions objectively
rresented.

Mrs Sinclair (S.Tvl) ssid it w=s the most wonderful thing done
by the 3ash and she felt the sincere congratul-tions of the Con-
ference should be sent to Mrs Spottiswoode. AGRECD.

The S+ Transvasl Region were ~roud to give financial help.
ACCTFTED WITH ACCLAMATION.

F. trgus Constitutional Competition:

_ACREED Mrs Stott go shead with her investigation into a
Constitution Competition, =s long =28 there is no
insneisl responsibility; being cereful not to
appear to swonsor s bad constitution; -nd besring
in mind the points r-ised.
18 for & =gainst 5 abst.

Popints to be born:s in mind:-

i. Rather = competition on 2 what is wrong with the
Constitution. People were resd~ to bs destructive
and destruction le=sd to construction;

ii. The politiecal writer in the ‘Tribune" (Sterhen 1=
Rochelle) had launched the szme type of thing and
the Sash could get en idea from them how it went.

iii. The possibility of 211l Regions writing to the Fress
suggesting we have 2 Competition on a Constitution,
if lMr. Ollemens were doubtful about the value of
running our Competition.

iv. * competition on the best letter on “Why the Conati
tution should be changed - determined by a panel
of judges including =all sorts of experts snd the
Blsck Sesh, the sponsors.

Ve Populer choice might well be contrary to the view of
the Black Sash. Might bs giving publicity to the
merits of = Republic,

vi. Consideration be given to other newspapers - like
the Sunday Times which has the zreatest circulation.

G. Flay i. Gordon Bagn-1ll -wld complete his sstire by the end of
December, The Central Fxecutive would then circulate
the plev to a1l the Ragions.
Here too there would be an introduction saving thet
the Black 3zsh hsd commissionad the pl-=y.
r. Bzgnall ~culd be psid £50, unless some =rrangement
~bout rovalties were made.
ii. Mrs Dorsen Renkin 's play was prectically ready

H. Malti-r-ciasl Conference:

P ‘rech-bishop Hurley had suggested a "ulti-racial
Conference in more th=sn one centre - a local Conference
on 2 very wide basis,

ii. The Continuation Committee of the 2rch-bishop's
Conference (Czpe Town) had sent letters to all the
Regions ssking if they could hold a lulti-racisl
Conference

S. Transvval felt it might be d ngerous to have a
Conf=rence =t this juncture if there w=23 no enthu-
siasm No longer the grest urgency f r one of the
chievements of the Jﬂhahneahurq Malti-recial
Conference/.....
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2‘
(a)

(b)

1ii.

Confercnce weg t 2t nov there were nore multi-racial
meetings snd committzes.

Tn Johsnneszburg the Congresses h=ad said that they had
the r plans for this reriod =nd no one h=d felt it was
right to =28k for “‘etails.

Natal Coastel snd NVetzl VMidlands had considered the let
letter from the Continustion Com:ittee. Darban

would eont-et Arch-bishop Hurley snd the two
aagions would consider this tozsthsr. Net=al kidlsnds
would =-cept the scheme of the "rch-bishops Conference
a8 2 framework but inzisted on F=sgion=1l autonomy.

The part whic: the Black <Zash should »lay in the Union Day
“C=lebrati ns" in May, 1960,

A

ACRTTOD UNANIMOUSLY thet the Blzck Jash should take no

B.

part officially in the Union Day czlebrations.

AGREED that it was obvious that some Regions had already
donz somathing sbout Uhnion De=v
discretion of the Regions to do something without ziving
the impression thst the Rlack 9ssh was boycotting the

observence of the jubilse of Thion snd was un-South Alrican
in its outlook.

and that it be left to the

Vem, Con./abst. 7.

ACCEPTED in prineciple thet the Black Sash observes Union

D=y in some =2ppropriate manner and that the wost suitable

form of obssrv-nece should bz left for the ERegions to decide,

provided it is within the princirles of the Blavk *ash.
Nem con./l abst.

The Cheirmsn assured Cape W. that this did not
exclude Carne V.

that the Black %ash adopt the resolution passed a2t the
Arch-bishops Conference in C=re Town snd give full surport to
sany implementstion of it.

Mrs Robb (C=pe ¥.) in moving this tesolution said tr=t at

tha Meseting on 24th Novembrr, 1959, thev were going to be
agked: -

(a) if the Black 3Sssh would surpert the frch-bishon's
Conference motion, nations=lly, or

(b) if Cape 7. could ssupport it as the Black 3ash, or
(e) if thev have to sav they =re not llowsd to worl for

or su-port the mot'on ss Black Sash.

*fter considerable discussion IT WAS AGRTID UNANIMOUSLY

that the Black “ash Conference ssrees with thze motion

rassad at th? Archbishop's “onference, with the
phrase (c) to bz =2mended to read

(ec) = reform of the 9. *frican Constitution
which will gusrsntee to all individu~ls
the sbove-mentioned rights »>nd liberties

‘nd will protact 2ach r=cizl co munity from

domination.
and that the Regions will give practical snd/or
mer21l supnport, and will consider the implementation
suitshles to their Resion,
Item 3/ciuesas
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IT A5 _AGROED UNANINOUSLY
th=t Confersnes k- zp to the ordar of the szends.

9. TTEMY POR ATTORAL DI IOTSITCON (continued)

SRR IR SRS TTOEY ML WD ¢ SR WO P Eewm Gpmmmme e me % g e e e m——

3« hat are civil rights end liberties - whet =re human rights
and do they overlap?

Froposed IMrs 0'Callaghan (ITat:1 Midl=nds) =seconded Mrs Roberts
Mrs Roberts (Cape W.)

that the objects of the Black Sassh, as shown in the
Constitution, Clause 2(i)(b) should read:

se~k to upheld human rights =nd liberties
and to secure their recognition and
rrotection by law.

Results of woting 16for; 13 szgainst; 4 abstentions.

As this is not a 2/3rds mejority of the total voting strength
of the Conference, Clsuse 2 , the amendment WAS TLOST.

AGRETD UNANTIMOUSLY thast this be discussed sg-in

4. Discussion on the politieal czuszs of poverty in <. Africa.

Discussion w s lead by Irs Rovazrts and information on work
done by various Regions and organisations given to Confersnce.

—— e ERE . RE - - S R R e S . S R

5 The future status snd =ctivities of Brasnches in the Regions.

’rs Fztersen in tha Cheir.

Mrs Driver (S.Tvl) outlined the system in the 3. Trensvasl
Region where becau e of lack of oifice bearers the Branches had
been amalgz=smated, generslly 4 Branches to a Group. Each

Group was reavonsible for £25. per month. The Branch still
existed in thes person of the "contact", =211 other work was
done as 2 Froup. Tha scheme had worked well.

Cne Branch (Bry:nston) worksd under = different scheme whereby
1? members each in turn assumed resnonsibility for =
meeting. There wss one trzssurer =nd = general dogsbody, who
refused to be c~lled a2 secretsry. This mzthod had boen very
successiul, the sverage sttendance =t meetings being 40. The
member in charge of z22ch meeting toking 2 great deal of

trouble to get interesting sre-kers.

Dr, Morris (3.Tvl) felt that Brenches hed their own distinctiva
personslities ~nd under this group system some br nches fell

away and thz groun therefore tecnded to become the same size ~=

the zctive group th=t remained. Jhe did not advise other Zc:ioms
to follow this acheme.

There w 8 2 general monthly meeting.

th TTEHEV?LE!.].,-";; s B oEa R
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N. Trensvaal suffered from 2 lack of office bearers but
their 80 members were unwilling to disband.

Border worked on pr ctically the same Group scheme. Notices
were sent to all members from the central headouarters.

Every other month news from other Regions and Sash activi*..
other pertis was considered; and in the =lternate months
every e¢ffort was mad: to et 2 great variety of sreskers.

Natal Coastal were disanpointed in the sttendance at meetings
and this was not for want of =zood speakers. They held All
Branch meetings =2nd made specizl efforts to get speakers.
Eshowe and the 3. Coast had packed up.

Natal lidlands whenever they had good meetings like Brains'
Trusts or svmposiums then the attendance w=s very good; but
they found the ordinary meetings were badly sttended. The

Branches could not get office bearers.

VMrs Vest of the Fish Hoek Branch, Cape W. =sais that their
meetings were open, business w s done after the m-eting if
confidenti=l, but o-ther business of general interest was
briefly considered before the main meeting. Tuite a few

business pzople =2ttended regularly end this public meeting had
bacome cuite s feature.

Cape DIsstern Salem Branch had a Tuiz on the propsganda sent

out to them, Two teams were picked and it was found that in
this w y they educated themsclves.

Mrg Stott The following hdd =2risen from the discussion:

1. All Eranches meetings where held s-em to keep
Branches and members in touch;

2 e There was no cuestion of tha fact that inviting
good speskers and having open meetings did
keep Branch=s =2live end stimulated; she begged
the smaller Branches to aslk for gnﬂd speakers,
even just the contact over Adinner =nd after tho
mzeting w=s valuable. She specially re-
comnended the Fish Hoek idea.

3 If Chairmen could not be found then Regions
should gct =n 0.0, Franches on their Regional
Council. Hotices could be roneo ed pest cards
and could be sent out when there was something
execiting.

4, The ides of different hostesses waa an extremely
practical suggestion.

5 To Netal Coastal, who felt despondent, she s-id
that she felt sure that if they went on with gco

speakers =nd made their meetings ﬂpen ones thay
would schieve success.

VMrs Robb (Cape W) felt perfectly certain that the best way was

not in coalescing EBranches. Tven if only three or four member:s
were interested they would pull their weight when it was necesgsar

6. TEconomic Boycott/......
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6

T

Why the Black Sesh does not support the Economic Bovcott.

Mrg Stoy Cape U, There was no cuestion of principle in a

2 boycott. It wes 2 weapon = one 0f the few to those denied
civie or political rights; started by people who were denied
other.methods. P ornle must work out whether it is going to
benefit them or not. Bariering power -gainst political power.

The Minutes of the National Council Meeting snd the Conference
at Bloemfontein, 1956, were read to establish the ording of the
directive on the Economic Boycott znd the reasons for the Black
Sash making this decision.

A resolution that the first clause of the 0ld resclution be
reviewed and rescinded  AS LCST, 11 for/14 against/ 5 =b.

Advisability of the Black Sash notifying the international
Headguarters of internztional bodies concerning the departure
due %o apsrtheid legislation, from the international con-
stitutions of such bodies by the 3, African members of such
organisations.,

Mre Petersen explsined that the reason for suggesting this
resolution was becsuse she had met the Rhodesian delegate to

the Inter-n=tionzl Nursing Associ tion =2nd had b en appslled

2t how Miss Borch-rds, the 3, 'frican representative, had
apparently convinced the delegates to the Inter-nationsal
conference th t the new legislation was by a sympathetic
government, for the benefit of the non-white nurses and that their
Cowdidve~p yere hotter than ever before.

The following points of view were expressed:=

Fetal Midlands very much against the idea - we were being
asked to undertszke snooping activities; it was an insult to
overseas organisations.

Cape W. It was unwarrantable interference; the f=zcts
about S. Africa ~re lmown to people overseas

S. Transvasl : [lrs Davi&5££ we should find ways =snd mesns
of seeinz thot the International Press gets the facts for once
they get the informstion then intern-tional pressure would feollow.

Mrs D. Hill Lgreed with W-tal Midlands
thet A-sociations in this country would object to the Black
Sash becoming their conscience.

The Cheirmsn =sked

(a) if Conference wantsd the whole idea disearded; or

(b) do you wish to discuss this further; or

(e) if Conference would like to explore some way of
seeing that Inter-national orgsnisations are better
informed thsn their national bodies.

Conference agreed thet they did not wnt to discard the idea
9 for 21 against

Froposed Mrs H.Q'Connor, szconded Mrs D, Davis
that this Conference resclves that methods be sought of
insuring th=t inter-national bodies are fully aware of
how apartheid legislstion =ffects the working of their
national bodies in 3. Africa.
F3rd Nove/eeeesesss



National Conference, Johannesburg, 3rd November, 1959 Page 13

Natel Midlends: Mrs Corrigall could not over emphasize
how strongly opposed Netsl Midlawd were = the Black Sash
migt not set itself up as 2 judg. other orgenisstions. We
could make it our business to see thsat members of the
national bodies keep their owm inter-national bodies
informed.,

Mrs 0'Callaghan felt that alrezdy there
waes a great denger in the Black “ash to feel holier thsn thou;
thet we can impinge upon =z=nd push other group® around

Mrs Johnson said that our first duty was to

fight apartheid in our own country not dissipate our energies
OVerseas.

5. Transveal: DMrs IY. Fisher; We were fighting apartheid

and =211 its evil conseguences from every angle. She had been
deeply shocked to hear how faots in the Nursing profession

h~d b2en mis-represented. We must explore some way to put
the other side of the situztion to ~ body which h~d had only
the nation~list side. This did not apply to =11 rssoci=tions
but only some like the Mursing ‘ssocistion.

Mrg E. Morrig Did not think th=t informing
the Inter-n-tion~l bodies would help; the veolue 1=y in
in” orming the internstion-1 press =2nd to mnke guite sure this
vas not done in = "snooping" way.

Mrs Sinclair not our function to toke on o
State Inform-tion Office. At very first Conference at
Port Elizobeth strong disspprovel wos expressed =t the suggest...
of sashing Dr. Donges in London. If we ndopt this resolution
it would be = complete change of policy.

Cope W.:  Mrs Roberts 2t 211 lovels in the Cape W. ond
absolutely unanimously, found guite unncceptable. It had

bzen commented upon hat this was the only Region where
membership had not dropped, ond she asked if oné of the reasons
for this might not well be that the Black Sash did not go
~round entagonising people, If this become known it would be
considered gross impertinence. The Internstional Nursing
Journ=l guotes 2 resolution which shows they are fully swares

of the position. Zhe knew o local non-white body which
would keep the Internation=zl body mcutely informed.

Mrs Ferris =sked what our reaction would be if
we were serving on -n Internstionsl body ond such a2 document
cerme informing us of the =ff-irs of our national body. It
could be twisted to grert dis-advrntege 2nd could be another
tool in the h-nds o7 the nationslists who =ver that disloyzl
S. Africens are working =gninst their country.

lMrg Stott. Overseng pressure is very real woy of meking
this country re=lise what the governmment is doing to our
institutions. Loc21l members not 21lwnys able to t2lk =bout
dis~bilities of 4frican women - they feel it is wrong for
any one person to inform on th2ir own members. Surely we
#pe aiming -t getting sufficicent pre sure brought to bear on
the Government. At the next Conference we could consider it
in 2 wider =spect.

Mrg West Centrsl Executive - ga2id that if the resoluticn was

GBRERES DT nERe IR BRPYSIREIOR ThiGh S SRjaghpi.op¢ Mre

eantagoniging associztions then it should be withdrawn.

MOTICN LOST. 8 fgré%gtagain?t
) E‘i#il
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Mrs T .tersen in the Chair.
9. Ttems for Discussion:

8., The Black Sesh ~ttitude to orgenised protests.

Mrs Stott explained that this had besn placed on the Agenda
becruse the Centrsl Zxecutive had found that some Regions were
unhappy about associstion with Africans when tsking part in
some sort of campeign.,

Cape Western had = ruling not to decide  beforehand to undert ko
any kind of support - but to consider ench case on its merits.

The Faszs Law weas the grzastest single caouse of recial 111-will

in the country and this association with Africans when taking =
part in a compaign against the Pass Laws would be ths
burning question until the Pass Laws were repealed.
Therefore we must z2ir this carefully and make up our own minds so
th=t the Centrzl Executive kmew the zttitude ™sation=lly".

Caps B, _Mrs Devis The PFederztion of S.A. "Tomen had asked Carc
Eastern to come to their Congress, primarily held to protest
against the Pass Lzws., Very short notice wazs given, there was no
information -bout other bodies invited, no agenda. Cape E,

were nervous about going. They gnve them some asssistance,

with the framing of some resolution, ve some money =and felt
rather feeble.

-tal Coastal - Mrs FPowell s2id they had b en invited on rather
B similar plen in Durban - short notice, no detsils of meeting.

» There i® still a diversity of opinion on the
FPess Laws in their Region. They did not attend the Congress =23
Flack Sash but membsrs had been told that they could attend in
their person-l c=pacities.

For information, she 2lso had a pamphlet written
by the husbsnd of = Bronch Chair, defending the Iaw and giving
2 at length the vzlue of the Pass Laws.

Border: Mrs D. Curry could not soy how much her Region envied
other centre - in Fast London the AN.C, wag dead, the Federation
of African Women did nothing

politically. It wos ridiculous to try to stir them up when ther.
were no leaders. Therefore it was difficult for members in

her Region, who never met African women to reslise what educated
African women were like. She did not know how to work it out
and did not know what the resction of the Bresnches would bhe.

Mrs Litchfield IMrs Spottiswoode had suggested that
they ask Professor Matthews to address the country Branches and
all fourteen members h=4d voted in favour

S. Transv-al: Mrs D, Hill said that for thosas Resgions who did
not have 2 Jalnt Committes she would like to stress how vza2luable
3. Trangvaal found the Bishop's Committes.

N. Transvaal: Mrs Findlay: Pretoria was rather =2 moribund
Branch. Most of the members were lively znd found they could work
better through other orgznisstions, mostly becsuse their
respectable members were ofraid to kkeaction which might attract
of ficial attention. How cen you orgsnise a protest and not
infringe any law, she asked. The police can zlways find a
reason =nd it is very n=2=rly immossible to do asnything without
just overstepping the mark a2 bit. Thus they worked for other
orgz=nisations - after the police baton charge in Lady Selborne
the Black ~ash collected £25 for the Fund to run the civil action
for dameges. Mrs Roberts/.....
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Mrs Roberts Cape W. in reply to 2 cuestion from lMrs Corrigall
who thought that the Bleck Szsh was, in terms of a Conference
resolution, permitted to co-operate in a protest, said that it
hinged on whether breaking the law might be involved or not. The
besis of what was permissoble was (1) two other accept-ble
crganisations; and

(ii) that there is no question
of defiance of the law, i.e.

(2) whether there is in the minds of the
people defisnce of the law, or

(b) whether there is previous knowledge, i.c.
a gort of incitement, that helps them bresk the law.

It might be necessary to antagonise people for whet is rigzht and
necessary; but only where strictly necessary,

Cape W. were all for gaining and keeping the confidence of the
non=-white, and it wss ticklish problem to avoid 1&51ng th=t
confidence and at the same time steering through ,

without t-ngling with the law.

She felt that as to whether vwe really needed the two other organ-
isations is a moot point, but on the second aspect, i.e. the
bre~king of or defyinz the law - then we have to say we cannot be
concernced with that. fut the non-white: will learn bv expsrience
that they can trust the Black Sash to rally around and to help

in a practical way.

Mrs Stott s2id thet she agreed that we did not nced permission but
in fact the Regions do not perticipate beca use they feel that they wont o
get the surport of their members bec-use they'rs not going to rub skirts
with the Africans. Ve have got to try and make people feel that we

can march tog=ther =nd work toz=ther, znd by working tosether we can
understand each other and like each other.

She begged of Regions to try =nd mske more personal cont-ct with
the non-white,

Mrs Walker - Cbserver gave the interpretation of incitement -

If you go to an Africsn woman =nd say "I believe the Pass Lews are
un just snd if you protest znd bresk the law, I will help you with «
Bail Fund and food ete.” that is incitenent. BUT no one is
entitled to a sume you will help, therefore no precedent is set in
incitement because once you helped someone.

ITatal Midlends: IMrsg Corrigall - Tt had been bad,in Fietermarit~
burg == there was no such relztionship - they dif/kmow- if they
could get two Sash-scceptable orgenisations and they wondered,if
they could not,if they could continue slone.

(Mrs D. Hill hewed never azain to hear the term S sh-acceptabls)

Mrg Stott mede two suggestions: -

(i) closer personal contact between Africnas and the Black
Sash; e=2ch Region to meke 2 special effort, and

(ii) at Branch level to g=t good speakers to talk about
the need for co-oneération with the non-whites -8 something that
our women nzed to face.

Mrs Sinelair, 35. Trensvsal stzsted that one of the diTficulties
wag that at the last moment the Black “ash was approached by a
wnite woman and where the objects of a movement were different
from our it wes difficult to accept - but if the Black Sash were
aprroached directly by th: lezaders of the movement our asttitude

WOULld be/eeeeees
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10.

would be different =nd our differences cculd be discussed.

Mrs Stoy strongly recommended a joint committee like CATAPAYW
and Mrs Stott a2greed and pointed out that CATAPW had been

set up in 1956 and only now were they getting the right kind

of orgenisation =nd co-operation. The 'grican organisation

is inefficient and ineffective often - in their happy haphszord
WAY » It was certainly not a deliberate effort to out-
mangvre 2INYyOone.

froposed Mrgo3tekl; S5l lfrs Corrifaif.ta) Mmidlends)

that Regions of the Black 3ash my assist after
an org-nised protest; whether or not assistance
igs provided will depend upon what has been done
and how ‘it was done.

The words "!fter consultation with the Central Executive"
were removed because there might not be time to do so.

THE MOTION WAS LOST,

13 for/16 ag=inst.

e e S S e S RS e S e S S e S S S S S R b e S A S SR S S S —

NTW RESOLUTIONS:

4.1 Mrs D. Davis, Cape Eastern proposed, Mrs Pirie, Cape E
seconded: -

th=zt an investigetion be made into the cuestion of
floggings: =
(i)  the lack of supervision of District
Jurge ons vwho, by law, should sttend
all floggings; and
(ii) the zctu=l obvious increase in the

number of flos~gings =actually given
in 3. Africa per year.

Natal Midlsnds: Mrg Corrigell - Criterion for her was =
if there wss somcone slse who could do this e.g. Social Services
or Pen=al Reform. e should approzch them.

Mrs 0'Callaghan by law District Surgeons
are supposed to sttend the floggings, not merely see that the
man is fit before the flogging. This is not in our province
snd there =2re other bodies who do this.

Cape W; I'rs Roberts proposed an smendment "that the
Black BSssh lends its support to those orgoanisations se.e..
but withdrew when the Chairman pointed out that in some aress there
were no other organisstions =snd thet this would preclude Cape 7.
from szeing the District Surgeon and following this up.

Proposed by Mrs Sinelzir =»nd seconded Mrs E. West
S.Transvoal “entral Executive

=

that this be a recommendation, i.c. that the Hegions may
enguire into the guestion of floggings, if they so wish,
but it is not oblig=tory.

AGREED. 27 for/3 against.
A2/ 0nnn
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Ao ‘“Proposed Mrs DGEBEV£S seconded Mrs D. furey.

that the Black Sash enquire into the Farm Goal System
to see whether conditions in Fzrm Goals are known and
whether thoy are regularly visited as appears they
should be by law.

Mrs Davis (Cape E.) quoted Quogapoort where long term pri-
soners were building a dam. Previously the Magistrate visited
regularly but now he was not sllowed to do so.  There had been
several instances of prisoners being sent to hospital because
they had mutilated themselves badly. The Black =ash had tried
to find out what ths conditions were in a place which caused
people to do such damsge to themselves. They had written to
two M.P.s who replicd that everything was well under control -
but nothing had been done. Mrs Pirie hed spoken to the head of
the AN.C. but rperently they could not speak to the prisoners
as the warders allowed no one to spesk to thom in the Livingstone
Hospital. The W.C.W,., affirmed that they had an affidavit to
the effeet th t the prisoners worked up to their waists in water
and the diet was appalling causing nasty sores.

?rnpcaeﬂ Mrs E.Ggﬁ%§éla§§?nded Mrs D'Caqﬂeg_:

that it be =2 recommendation that the Black Sash enquire
into the Goal and Frison system and ses whether conditions
in goals zre known and whether the goals or prisons are
regul=rly visited. as appears they should be by law.

AGRFED NEM.CON. 3 abstentions.

Av3. Proposed Mrs J. Sinclair (S.Transvaal)_seconded Mrs E. West (C.Ex)

that the diet of prisoners should be investigated and
2iged to =%t le=st Government standards, AGREED

B.l. Proposed Mrs M.W. Cluver (S.Transvaal) and_seconded Mrs 3.Nell
ori behalf of 35.Tvl- Observer - 3.Tvl

that the Black S=sh is opposed to regimentation in
educstion and.the transfer of educational control
to the central government.

Mrg Sylvis Nellmade a very stirring appeal in which she stressed
the following points:-

1. There was a great deal to be ssid for centralisation from
the point of view of administrative efficiency.  There
were six metriculation examinations for example, and there
had been a great de=l of trouble under the Apprenticeship
Act snd the snomslies in wh-t was deemed to be a Std VI
pass.

2 BUT, the price of centraslisation wzs state control and
uniformity wes the natural result of state control

b niformity was good in some things e.g. postal control,
justice, security, trsnsport services ete. but in other
spheres it was the kiss of death - e.g. in newspapers,
art, literature, education diversity was the very condition

& life blood of progress. Progress was dependent on
the utmost scope for personal inistive that was compatible
with social corder.

4;-----
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4, Uniformity defeanted the ends of education because human
beings are not uniform, The purpose of sducation is to free
humen beings to exercise free and unprejudiced judgement and
not pre-conceived idezg, The first essential is flexibility
and diversity to meet the rapidly changing world.

5 A school is only good if it serves the need of the community
therefore on2 must never be doctrinaire in education.
There is no one kind of good scheool; the schools and
education=l purposes should be =2s varied =2s the communities
they serve -nd should be different even in different en-
vironments in the ssme town.

6. Most of the free ccuntries of the world have rejected
centralisstion of educsation . The world problem today is
to zchieve educastion-1 =nd technical efficiency and to
meintain freedom in Education.

Te Education in other countries:-

) France education highly centrolised since the time of
Napoleon znd since the Pirst World War their education h=-
suffered for it did not serve the whole community, and
a country needs educated people =2t meny levels it cannot
seerifice 80% to keep 109 =2t top level. France was
unigue in one way for they built in the safeguards of
Liberty, Eou=lity =nd ‘raternity.

France now de-centralising and trying to establish Tlegio
Councils.

b) Germany educ-tion excellent; technical education in

sdvance of many countries. It was highly centralised in
the belief that what you want in the State you first put

into the schools.  Although th: education was excellent

it beceme so highly centralised that Adolf Hitler was

able to reassert the absolute right of the State alone

to the supervisiocn -f the schools and could demsnd the

oath of allesgiance: "We swezr we will train the youth

so thet they will grow up in your ideoclogy™

(c.f. Dr. Verwrerd's "een ide=gl vir opvoedkunde" -

your ideals sare your own psrsonzl regponsibility.

¢) Russia magnificient technical achievements.
State system since Catherine IT and 2 highly centralisead
system today which is econtrolled by the Communist Party.
The twe corner stones of Soviet education are
1) 1loyal citizens obedient to the will of the
communist party; and

ii) skillzd trained workers =t all levels and
5ll fields =5 reguired by the State.

d) England 146 local educaticn authorities, The principal
in consultation with ths governing body and his advisors
(i.e. the inspectors) decide wh=t they will teach, vhot

books they will use ete. The only unifying thing is
the finesl exam. They want education to be gs diversc
and flexible =as nossible.

¢) U.S8.A., Every town has its own director and is frec
to experiment and use their own ideas. Zvery community
works out its needs °nd makes its own contribution.
The results in some cases -re bad but we get some of
the most vitzal experiments in education.
Mrs Nel suggested/.....
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8. In 3. Africa Dr. Verwoerd's legislation aims to central-
ige education snd to impose one uniform ideal. We are
told that this is for the good of the State. But we must
examine tht more closely. -

What is this purpose snd who is the State?

Bertrand Russell s=id thet wheh you talk about the 3tate it
is the purpose of a few people who have more pewer than you,
i.e. the governing cligue - it is not a child, not 2 person;
it does not fecl pain or pleasure, hopess or fears.

We are appealed to that it is good in terms of administration;
But it is a bad thing educationally. The trend in the
whole modern world, with its highly meshed social system is
thet education must be free and flexible.

Prof. F. Clarke seid thot the purpcse of Education is not
only t¢ make men conform to their culture =znd environmail =
the overmastering purpose is to make men free - free 1o

make new choices and new decisions and new interpretations
of their cultural heritage. 'nd Trof. Hoeckly said that the
purpose of Education is not only to communicate the type

but to provide growth beyond the type.

Mrs Nell briefly gave the history of Christian National
Education which was started in 1903 by Generals Louis Botha,
Jen Smuts and Beyers snd Dominees Bosmen, Postma and
Goddefroy in reply to Lord Milner's extraordinesrily stupid
Ordinance No. 7 whereby the medium of instruction would be
Tnglish only and Dutch used for 3 hours Bible Study only.
The Boers defe=ted, decimated by death, impoverished, meny
of them homeless would not accept this imposition from
above - even if Milner's intentions were of the best. The
Boers said we will teach ocur children the way we think is
best and within three years there were 200 schools in the
Transvaal - a2 triumphant protest against Stetism, agsinst
State interference no matter how well intentioned.
Mrs Nell was appalled that they should now try to

use this noble thing for its present
vile purpose. But there wns a lesson for =211 of us.

The President thenked Mrs Nell for en extremely stimulating and
interesting address. She sppreci-ted the historical back-
ground and the comparisons drawn. She felt sure that =211
members had learnt = great deal =bout Education.

After considerable discussion Mrs Firie Cape E. rropcsed an
amendment. S. Transveal sccepted the amendment -s follows: -

thet the Black Sash conducts = cempaign on a national
scale to oppose regimentation in educstion and the
trarsfer of educsational control to the central governuent.

(Bentral Executive) felt that until we got a definition
of what centr lisation in education meant we should pick out the
positive things e.g. uphold the right of parents and oppose
regimentation.

Mrs Petersen also felt that the Black Sash could not be too care-
ful not to jump to conclusions and she proposed

that the Black Sash is entirely opposed to a centralised
education which aims at regimentaticon =znd at one ideal
in education.

Mes..Perris /e e
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Mrs Ferris., Cape W. 1in seconding this amendment ouoted =

Conference of Hesds of Priv=te Schools who four years =ago agreed

B.2.

that they could not ourpose centralised educztion =s such. They
were opposed to the control of politicians and it was uniformity
and regimentation we were fighting.

S« Transvaal would not accept the amendment =nd would not accept
this statement 25 2n introduction t¢ their resolutiona Af ter
discussion stressing that many members were opposed to central-
isation and their objection needed no guaslification, the amendment
WAS WITHDRAWN,

IT WAS AGREED NEM. CON.:

that the Black 52sh conducts a csmpaign on a national
scale tc oppose regimentation in sducation and the
transfer of educational control tc the centrel government.

Implementation of the resclution: 1 abstention

.l. Symposium, Brezins' Trusts (including Bantu Education)
2 Drawing room snd Generzl meetings; Discussion Groups.
3. aJlentral Executive to try to get Mrs Nel to tour the

country giving talks.
b) A recording of a live meeting with ouestions.
4. Use of the Home =snd School pamphlets,

5. A special issue of the Mag=zine.

6. Visual education; shop window disrlay with tableaux ete
to demonstre=te regzimentation.

7« Heunting Dr. Verwoerd where-ever he goesj;with plscards,
pamphlets ete,

8. Publication of the correspondence with the Prime Iinister.
Dr. Verwoerd's reply to the Central Executive gave every
justification for = demonstration.

N L R e Y RS v S i Sl e S i e e o

Cape E. Mrs Pirie withdrew the Grahamstown Branch resolution
in favour of the amended 5. Trensvaasl resolution.

it L L L T e —— . —

Cape Eastern: Mrs Pirie pronosed, seconded Mrs Davig - Czpe E.

that as the vote has now been extended to the 18
year olds, the Black Sash is of the opinicn that =2
pogitive attitude should be taken by the Black Sash
towards the political education of the children in
the higher st=andards in the schools.

Mrg Firie, Cape B, wond-red in what frame of mind snd with
what knowledge the children were going to the polls now that

the vote-had been extended. Her own child in Junior Matric
had no idea - she had not been taught the meaning of demo-
eracy =nd of her civic duties. She had learnt the workings

of municiral councils =nd »rovincisl councils but not the

res onsibilities of the voter and she was not properly eguip-
ped to vote in =n intelligent manner. A great deal could be
done - not in indoctrination but in making the youth politically
aware. Mrs Fetersen/cceeees
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Mrs Stott in ths Chair.

Mrg Petersen It was up to the Black HB32sh tc try to undo indoc-
trination and by #iving all-round fscts undermine the indoctrin-
ation they h=sd received for so0 many years =nd give them a
balanced outloock and so enable them to fulfill civie duties.

Mrs Robb was very keen but svparently had mis-understood the
resolution. She thought we wanted political education in the
schools., It would be di ficult to get them to =1llow talks of
political interest, she suggested an amendment: -

that, as the vote has been extended to the 18 y=zar olds
the Black oash should try to reach the senior school
children either through their parents or in other ways.

Care Eastern accepted the amendment.

Miss Verrinder - +0ld how in the Jeptember short holidays the
senior members ottended = citizenship course in one of the schools,
which acted 28 hostess. There were lectures in the morming

snd in the sfternoon visits to various institutions. This year
their had bosn an execellent talk by Dr. v.d. Ross and the result
was a2n amszing change in heart from selfish thoughtless young-
sters. It was one of the best things going in the Cape.

Only children from Peninsula schools.

Mrsg O'Connor - 0.F.S, gaig she had been arproached by parents
to srrange one talk = week on democracy etc, After school hours,
met to hear about current affairs. This was not compulsory.

L principal mizht be persuaded to help arrange such a Friday
afternoon.

Mrs Driver - S. Trensveal Observer - revorted that following the
resolution passed last vesr her Branch/Group had arranged meet-
ings for the youth. At the first meeting (which was by invitation.
two husbands had =z2cted as cuestioner and answerer. Some answers
had been controversisl to encourage gquestions. The youth had
asked for more and slsc =2sked for = non-white speaker.

At the time of the time of the frovincial election the two
candidstes for that area had been asked - unfortunately only cone
wes able to come and the meeting had been successful. A third
meeting had been arranged.

IT WAS NGRIED ORANIMOUSLY

thet, as the vote has been extended to the 18 year
olds, the Black Sash should try to reach the

senior school children either through their parents
¢r in other ways.

. . S — - L —— -

B.4. Proposed Mrs E. Morris seconded Mrs Fowell

that the Bl=zck ~ash presses for a Bantu language to be
included in- all school educationsl programmes.

It was felt that it was cuite wrong for 1/5 of the country to be
unsble to cormunicate with the other 4/5ths. Vrs Morris was not
pressing for it to be rart of the school syllabus but for a rec-
commodation to go forward to help F.T.A.s ctc with school
activities. Some sort of effort Of recognition of native lang-
uages. Important for history, traditions, way of life as a
people etc to be brought in in some way.

RESOLUTION WITHDRAWN.
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C.

Froposed Mrs Robb, seconded lMrs Stoy, Cape W.

that the Bleck Sash Cape Western Region be granted
permission toc attend Human Rights Day in an official
capacity, each year.

Mrs Robb szid thet esch yezr the Civil Rights Leagus in

Cape Town invites th: Blzck Sash t0 attend Human Rights
Day. The members of the Black Sash h=d always done all the
hard work =2nd then could not appear officially. They

would like to do so offieislly.

At this function the Decl-retion of Human Rights wess not
read, only the Preamble which made it clear that the Declar-
ation wes something to be zimed at.

Mrs Stoy in sesconding s=aid that they were not asking the
Black Sash to accect the Declsr=ation of Human Rights as such
but nore to condition the public to think human rights
natursl, inborn =nd rights which should be supported by law.

8. Transvaal, Mrs J. Sinclair, and Natal Midlands, Mrs Jok~~'n
and Mrs Corrigzll stated that they could not sccept this untili
the Black Sash had accepted the Teclaration of Human Rights.

If Cape W. went to Human Rights Dey as the Black Sash then to
the rest of the country it would be the Black S=2sh as an
org=nisation.

Mrs Stott in the Chair = seid (i) that Cape W. had asked
gome time for this to be discussed, and

(ii) that the Black Sash was
apparently in favour of human rights and this Human Rights
Day was not Declaration of Human Rights Day.

Mrs Roberts agreed with this but after Mrs O'Connor O.F.5.
Mrs Corrigall, Natsl Midlands, and Mrs Sincl=ir , 5. Transvaal
pointed out thet the Human Rights Day was = direct consecuerce
of the Declaration =nd that the Civil Rights Lesgue had agreed
o try to get public opinion in S. £frica to support and o
work along those lines =~ lrs Roberts withdrew her remarks.

Mrs Petersen accepted the point of view that Conference had
no right to sav any Region should sttend in their official

2 capecity if the Black Sssh had not accepted the Declearation

of Human Rights. She felt there was nothing more an~mzlous

then sn orgenisstion which eried from the roof tops about

humen richts snd yet had not accepted the Declsration and

she hoped it would be discussed at the next Conference. The

Black Sash would be plsced more send more in a false position
28 the yesars went on.

The resolution that the Black Sash Cape W. be granted
permission to attend Humen Rizhts Day in an official
capacity, e=ch yesr.

WAS TOST. 11 for/12 =gainst
7 abstentions.

— i T — — e . ———

Cape Western motion th=t the Black Sash campaign 1o maxe
legal defence available to 21l WAS WITHDRAWN = becsuse it
was ncknowledged, as parmissibls to the Black Sash as it
uphelds eivil rights.

F. N=tal Midlands/.....
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F.

Proposed =nd seconded by Vrs Johnson_snd Mrs Corrigall,

N=tal Midlands,

that since every Black Sash member is dedicoted

to the support of democratic principles, wes should
pursue these principles regerdless of any criticism
we may incur; -nd should be prevsred to co-cperate
with other organisations when they are working towsrds
the same end.

Mrs_Johnson s-id thet in the Natal “idlands there was a
small minority - about 1/8th - whe held very conservative
views and from one of these Iranches = resolution had been
put forward for submiszsion - that resolution was =a direct
negative to the above resolution vhich had bzen put forward
by Pietermaritzburg =nd which had b=en passed by the Region
by six votes to two. The two conservative Branches had
however bsen assured that Mrs Johnson would put their view
point. They were averse to sssociszting with other orgenisa-
tions whose =2ims, 2ven when pnrallel, lead to loss of
dignity and lead to side issues.

Mrs Robb provnosed a slight amendment. In the Cepe W. they
180 had conservetive members who did not 1ikP to work with
other orgmisstions but were ouite h=ppy to do so on
specific projects. '

Mrs Stott wanted to meke =2n avwpe2l that the Black Sash

had grown up sufficiently to co-operste with =ny other

orgs isstion - S=sh-nccentable, respectzble or snything else

because whnt they are doing is right. # lerge amount of

valuable work i= not done bec=zuse we cannot always get Sash

sccertable bodies to co-operste =nd if we do it is often

only in name only =nd we do =11 the work. We do all the

work but, in this respect lose our identity.

Not . easy to get wider co-operation in all places e.g.
¢ivil Rights in Cape Town only; Race Relations not as
co-opcrative in other places.

Tt wes not suggested that we should not try feor obviously the
=~ore bodies we interested the better the protest but she

felt that we were =dult enough not to hold back in those srees

where co-operation with two bodies was just not possible.

Mrs Corrigall ard Mrs Cluver both resistered their dis-
arprovel of the term Sesh-acceptable.

VMrs Curry Border a-sociated her Region with these sentiments
ag they did not have the other orgenisstions in Lgst London.
If this resolution was passed then they could go back home
and start educating their members to accept this.

'rs Roberts C=pe W preferred that this be left =23 =
foirly flexible arrangement with the Centrel Zxecutive ;

left to the judeement of the people concerned =nd il they .
feel it is =2ll rizht to go shead we should trus=st e=ch other's
judgement ond not ba so rigid.

Vrg Tirie - C2pe E. - wiched to return to her Re=ion =nd to
cre-te = climete of opinion.in whiech this resclution would
be rore scceptable. Fort Eliz=heth had no bodies with whom
to co-0rar te.

The Ch~irmen reminded the Regions th t it was most important
to usze the grestest discretion when cocperating with certain
orcenisations for whet onz Region did was applicable to the

n gk 5+ ag a whole. All delegrtes to bo back =nd create a
climete of opinion. RESOLUTION 4CCTFPTED UNANIMOUSLY.
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G. Proposed Mrs J. Devidoff, seconded Mrs J. Sinelair , 8. Transveal

th=t from experience in our practical work it h=s become
obvious that the Bass Laws contribute to-the deterioration
of race relstions and that much of the immorzl legislation
directed against the Africans, snd =sgainst which we have
been protesting, can only be imp"emented becsuse of the
existence of the Pzss Laws.
The Black Sash is therefore morally cbliged to attempt to
educate its members and the public as to the evil effects
of these Laws, and their implementation and should concen-
trate on the implementation of this resolution in 1960,

lMrg Davidoff felt that this resolution was vitally importent
becsuse no matter what work the Black “ash is doing sooner or
l-ter we come zcross the Pass Laws and its tregic effect on the

lives of people. Jee Annexure B.

Mrs_Sinelair said that in her Region her own members were
not fully behind us in this matter of the Pass Laws.

She made a very special plea for the "foreigp Africans" -
there were for example 40,000 Nvssas in the Union, all in
dire straits.

The Pass Laws were iniquitﬂua and opposition to these laws
was becouse of the bogey of influx which im the opinion of
the experts was not insurmountable.

Mrs Fowell N=tal Comstal agreed that not all our members
were behind us and to emphasize this she resd a document by

a Native Commissioner in favour of passes. She felt we must
be fz2ir to people who sincerely had this point of view.

Netal Co stal had also an excellent peper giving the other
gid=a of the picture, drawn up by Mrs Mkezi on why the African
womery objsct to passes.

Mrg M. Fisher 2. Trsnsvaal (i) stressed the significance
of the two words "during 1960"

(ii) From the Bishop's Committee
there was due a tape recording of the most brilliant address
by Mr. Unterhalter. The Bishop's Committez had appointed
a sub-committee to go into the Pass Laws and the Bishop had
asked “or = two month's intensive campaign; it was hoped
to devote = full page in the press for the campeign.

Mrs Stoy Cape W. strongly recommended an organisation like
CATAPAW and working on the Bail Fund. People &me arpalled
when they hear of the cases and have no idea how African
women, even those exempted, suffer arrest. This is a
practical way and the-Black Sash would get support.

RHSULUTIDH CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Two resolutions were received late from Kei Road and Stutter-
heim: the first was withdrawn end permission w=s granted by
Conference to discuss the second.

th=t in order to further its gratasts against the
pregsent Pass Laws, the Black Sash should, in the
same way as it is working towards the establishing
of 2 new Constitution for S. Africs, work towsrds
a change in the Pass Laws which would ensure more
humene treatment for =11.

Mrs Roberts Cape W. expressed grest sympathy the Kei Rd
point of view/.esees
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point of view.
. 'le d=re not be eguivocal - it must be all or nothing.

We must be totally against the Pass Laws. They are not
required for registration or indetification - the Citizen
Registration Act, which sprvlies to all races provides

for this.

The pass Laws heve nothing to do with housing =and accco-
mation of Africans, The local suthorities have a~mple
nowers under their ordinary regul-tions to prevent the
erection of unsuthorised structures nd irregular "squatting"
Nor have the Pass Laws anything to do with employment.

This is = matter for the Dep rtment of ILebour, which has
power under the Registrotion for Employment Act, 1945,
applicable to workers of =211 races, to establish labour
exchanges which c¢=an inform work-seckers where employment

is available. Th= purpose of the Pass Lews, said Mrs
Roberts, is to'r~tion' African labour =8 between agricul-
ture and industry, regardless of respective wage rates

and conditions of employment.

The pass lews cannot be m~nde more humene - cither = worker
is entitled .to sell his labour in the best =avail-ble
market, or he is not. Gither = womsn is entitled =3 of
right to liv: with her husband whereever has is working,

or she is not,

Cape W. contact with the ~2dministr-tors found them quite
amazing, for the most part. They mnke the best of s very
b=2d job; but they ~re obliged to administer the law, -~nd,
a8 they are governed by license, unless they administer as
the government wishes they meoy lose their license.

A1l Commissiong sitting on the Pass Laws show the same
thing - influx depends on efflux. In Port Elizabeth there
had been = benign administration and a relatively excellent
housing scheme and they did not h=ve on overwhelming efflux
or influx.

Mrs Stoy = Cape W, dilated on her experiences with the
administrators and superintendents in the townships. They
mede the best of 2 bad det of laws, which they them=-
selves =2dmit to be bad. These laws 2re mesnt to control
the movements of Africmns but reduce them to a people

with no plaecs at =211. Women who cannot get an extension
of their permits =sre sent back and find the family has
gone = the women =re then lost.

Mrs Sinelair - 3. Transvasl: thoucht we ought to try

to bring pressurs to bear on our own politieal parties.
Economics was the reason for influx - the fricans have
nothing to live on. If frmers would encourage them to
bring their wives =and frmilies then they would stay.

Fhe ocuoted the experiment in the Federation whereby
Africeans were given land under - tenure scheme.

Men should not be =2 prisoner in his own country - it

was his right to sell his labour in the best market.

Border Mrs Litchfield = s=2id the resolution was badly
worded. At their Regional Conference the resolution
was p=ssed on condition that it was made clear that it
did not merely me=n o change in the Pass Laws - in fact
all asreed that the present Pass Laws should be complete-
1y abolished. She detailed the situation in her part

of the country and the difficulties encountered by the
farmers and the nsny wives dumped with "the head of the
family" working on the farm.

This resolution was an effort to find something better to
put in the place of the present Pass Laws - =2 working
constructively towards soem new form of cuntralshe beli

eved/..
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“he believed =any work th-t the Sash could do, in conjunction with
experts, in formmlating and spresding abrond idese of something
to take the place of the present travesty of justice embodied in
the Pass Laws could only do the movement good, enlist sympathy and
guprort of memb:rs of the public who -re now against the Black DBash
and at the 5ﬂ¥§ége doing = real service to 7. Africa.

Mrs D, Curry: said that her Region zgreed unanimously that
they mist work for the sbolition of the Pass Laws, but if they were
csked for an alternative what would their =nswer be.

I're Roberts Cape V. we are opposed to thzs Pass Lows beczuse all
things with whiech they are concerned =zre covered hy other legisla-
tion.

IT WAS AGREED

that in order to further its protests against the present
Pass Laws, the Black Sash should, in the same way as 1t
is working towards the est=blishing of =2 new Constitution
for 3. Africa, work towards the =bolition of the Fass

Iows, and the esteblishment of a system ensuring more
humane treatment for =ll.

—/1 against
% shstentions.

Conference was reminded th t the proposer had suggested thz.
we should ask experts to tell us how to remedy these exi...ng
Fass Laws,

e B e - G T DT T R N IS R N S e S i o N M S —

H . I T lrn"':II ﬁ'!l.:‘?' ILGREE_E

that when =2 suitahle slogan can be found the Hlack Sash
EESH}Q, epart from topieal pﬂstéfa, use that slogen.

-=/1 against
1 akbatention.

i omme—  ——— ———— —  —S  S  ———

I. FProposed Mrs . Fisher, c=:conded Mrs J. Sinclair, S, Transvasl:

th=t the Black 3ash make an investigation into the whole
guestion of farm lsbour , and if the faects warrant it,
press for a2 judicizl commission of Inouiry into such
farm lsbour.

Mrs M. Fisher The S, Tronsver~l Eegion had guite 2 lot of
information on the fsrm l~bour escheme. 1+ million Africens
were crrested per year =nd the reason given for these fantastic
arrests was thet offici-ldom must keep a check on wont works,
potential ecriminals ete. The real reason was = supply of
cheap labour h=d to be provided for the farming cormunity.
The Labour Buresux made a show of directing l=bour in the
urbs: areas but the mein labour force was directed to the forms,
particularly where se=sonal lahour was necessary.
There were other typas too - as far back 28 1932 measures were
taken to =2llevi=te tho shortage of farm labour, with convicts.
There wes the-/64 g doy scheme vhereby = first offender was
hended over for the durstion of his sentence. fs generally
ha-pens, there were sbuses ~nd in 1947 it was recommended th-t
the 'scheme be 2nded but officisldom could not find ~nother
scheme 1o replacs it.
Tn 195%/54 100,000 were relessed from 165 goals all over the
country/e. ..
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country on a2 -/94 ver day scheme. These petty offenders were
considered to be on »-role - but not from the point of view of
the farmers.

Long term offenders were =lso lesnsed out 2nd =2ctual gosls were
erected - five in the Cepe, one in ths C.F.S., =2nd ten in the
Transvanl. The Government ~lsc used » grest number.

These prisons=rs were not pesid but 2/- p.d. ves peid into the
Frison Fund.

The supervi=ion of these institutions snd -1l farm l-hour needed
d==p incuiry. Labour i:- sent out throush two depzriments -
Justice =nd L=bour. There is nrovision for offic-g] insrectors
but bemuse of the shorteze of staff thie supervision is inadecuate -
there is only onc inspector in the Transvaasl. It has become
obvious that what is h2+pening is th=at vested interests in the
rur=l =sress ~re incistinz on che=p Tarm labour. This is better
than trving to comrete with commercs nd industry with their
reasonable hours =nd compatitive wages.

2+ million =re being turnsd into heredit-ry servants. It is
now practically immossible for the farm lobourer ever to change
his job - he will simmly hove to go on living and working on

the farms. The farmers do not want to meet this ch=allenge.
Ferming is not afficient, it is wasteful of labour and hence the
government statistics of the average monthly wage p-id is as low
as 74/~ p.m.

This esnnot be l=id at the door of ths Yationalists only, but
when the W=tionslists csme into power they used this to furthner
their ideologies - cheap labour and -partheid, crezting =
"rootless, rightless snd self-perpetusting rurel porul=stion”
There were =0 many abuses th=t the 3. Transveal felt that there
was = very worthwhile field of work for ths Blzck Sash.

Mrs d. Sinel=2ir, S. Tr-nsv=al: in seconding the motion said
she wes horrified by 211 the schemes and a2goin she mede her
arnneal for the “foreign-zrs".

Yer sugcssted schemes for implementation were:-

Information from the Institite of Race Reslations;
5. Tronsvaal hove l-wyers who give = greoet deal of
information;
There should be = roster of women to sit in the native
commizsioners' Courts csvery morning. She felt that
the very presence of ths Blzck Jash h~2d zome sort of
effect end the . 7 members could find out what
was horpening to these pass law offenders; it would
be of tremendous wvszlue -s n form of education
: for the severity of the sentences had increased -
£8. or & weeks Yor not heoving a Reference EBook on their
erson;;
lembers could find out through their farmer friends,
Agricultural Unionas ete.
/Mrs Sincleir had =2s3ked one of the farmer's representetives,
-when she gave evilence on the Parm Labour Scheme, if, when
farmers trested their l-bour well, there was any shortage;
and he h=ad s=2id there was not.)

Me» De, 3. Transvasl in a long talk with 2 man doing a specisl
article she had been horrified to hesr of the proportion of
conviet 1lsohour - and although the figures had come from

2 government department she hesitoted to quote the gquite
sts -gering vrovortion of sorething like 2/3rds. Apparently

no difficulty h=4 bezn found in going to the government
department =nd collecting information -s they saw nothing wrong
with the systemn. Reginns m=v find the sczme elscwhere.

Mrs Stﬂfﬁ----l-l
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Mrs Stoy - Cpae W.:i) They did frecuently go into the Native
Commissioner's Court - it wos a free public court;

ii) Zhe could bear out Mrs Fisher's statement
that once =2n African male worker got the labour category
onn his referaence book he cannct chenge.

Mrs Stott asksd Mrs Fisher if she meont convict labour only f
for she would like to gz¢ = 1little further znd sece, from Con-
ference an addition to this rosolution that the Black Sash
should state thet feormers should be encoursged to pay their
lzbourers more. The co-ops should set up training centres
She begged of 3. Trensvaal to consider her sucgestions.

't the next Conference there could be some reccommod=ation on
ordinsry f=2rm lsbour.

Cepe ¥. = Both I"rs Robb abd I'rs Roberts su-gested the addition
"or help to meke". In the Cape ths Institute of Race Rzlations
were doins considerable work.

Mrg Britten - Observer - mzde a specizl plea for the Youth Camps-

AGREED UNANIMOUSLY

thet the Black Zpsh meke, or assist in msking, an
investigation into the whole ocuestion of farm
leobour and if the facts, supplied through the
Departmnents of Bentu Administration, Justice and
Labour warrent it, press for = judicisl Cowxmrission
of Incuiry into such farm lsbour.

e R S B S mnh D R S S B B R N W R R e = —

J e Proposed Mrs D. Mill, seconded Mrs J. Sincle=ir, S. Transvaal:

th=t the words "compact of Union" be deleted from
the Dedication.

"CRESD UN:WIFMOUSLY.

s S e o — — L el L T —

Mrs J. 3in lair, 8. Transvace
vroposed that the Blsck Sash oprose the prineipal of
the banishment of Mrs Mafekeng, without trial.

No reason given, no recourse to Court.

After a great de-1 of information had been given sbout Mrs
Mafekeng, her background snd hsr =sctivitiss on behslf of other
Women, the following =suggestions WERE ATPROVED: -

1.4 & Nationzl Statement ACRESD UNANIMOUSLY .

( & st-tement from every Region if the
( N=tional Statement did not appear. LOST 6/14)

B. Mational protest on the principal that the
Blzck S5=ssh deplores a low which allows people
to be banished without trisl and with no
reasons given.

2e M A Deputation AGREED NEM CONJ1 abst.
B. A letter to the Minister ofJustice . i
and the Minister of Ezntu Administration;-

(i) protesting against the banishment without
reasons; and

(i1) demanding the reasons for the banishment.

P In 211 future csses = telegram be sent. y
4 - o B &
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4., 4 telegram of sympethy to Mrs Mafekeng. 14 for/8 ag.

5 Mrs Mafokend wvisited by a Black Sash
representative officially, in Southey,
with some kinds of comforts. This would
be valiable as we would then kmow vwhat we
were up =sgainst and would know how to help

vietims i~ the future. frrangements could
be mede with Southern or Northern Transvasl
to continue. NEM CON/1 abst.

No one was in favour of = Petition.

LGREED that the letter to the Minister of Bantu Admin-
igtration should be left until after Friday, 6th Nov,

U S e ————————— T, L o T T

11. Centrsel Executive Reports

A HON TREASURER'S REPORT:

i. The Tressurer gave the Balasnce Sheet and the Income
and Expenditure lccount for the twelve months ending
31st March, 1959; eight months ended 30th Nov. 1958
Johannesburg, and four months ended 31 March, 1959 in
spe Town.

The two honorary suditors were warmly thanked and it
WrS AGRETD that letters of thenks from the Conference
be zent to bhoth =zuditors.

ii. The Treasurer gave = very detsiled analysis of Income
and Expenditure for the year 1958/59. See fnnexure.

THT” TREASURER'S STATEMZNTS WERE ADOPTED.

Mra Dietrich r=id s very sincere tribute to the Treasurer,

for the excellence of her statements, the clarity and lucidity
of her detailed znzlysis and the soundness of her financial
guidsnce. She pointed out that the levy had been for 3/4 year.

Mrs Stott thenked Johannesburg for their £100 loan; Cape
Town for their donation of £100; = member of the Central
Executive for the loen of 2 duplicatlng machine and another
member of ths Centrsl “xecutive for a donation to travelling

eXpenses. She 2lso pzid tribute to the untiring zeal of
the Hon. Trezsurer.

B,  MAGAZINE RTFORT:

Mrs . Yest presentsd ths Magezine Rerort on hehalf of
Mrs Perman. See fnnexure

EIE—EE@ﬁE EE%EGE%eqt dppﬁéﬂl“tlﬂﬂ of the Black Zzsh to Mrs

Bermen be recorded; Conzratulations were due to Mrs Berman
for bringing out zverv issue on time;
4 vote of thanks to the meny very busy people who did
srticles - some comvissionesd, some not.

IFrs Sinclair seconded the a2doption of the report and said that
Trz 8., Transvaal felt it was ths finest report they had had.
Mav issue/esavess
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b)

c)

The M=gezine had besn excellent =snd we should make every ecffort
to increase the sales. The cover was dull -nd & more attractive
cover should be dcvised. Zpeaking on beh=1f of a2ll the Regions
she thanked =nd congre=tulated Vrs Psrman.

AGREED UNINIMOUSLY  thet the cover be mede more attractive and
th=t the Lcntral Executive bear the follow-
susrestions in mind: -

(i) cover more colourful - to sttr=ct
street sales;

(ii) r. Brink of the Tzchnical College
irt Dept., Port Elizabeth, would
submit = design;

(iii) approval of Mrs Eerman's suggesticn
th=t ¢ hove a competition open to
everyone, asking for designs;

(iv) arcroval of Mrs Bermsn's susgestion
of the possibility of coloured
PAEES.

\GRETD UNANIMOUSLY (i) th-t th: number snd frecuency of the
issues be left to the discretion of
the Central Zxccutive and Mrs Berman:

(ii)  that the number of pages of each iszue
he left to the discretion of Mrs Bermnn.

.GREFD UN/NIMOUSLY  that ways =nd means be considered of
building ur the circulation of the lagazine,
the following for consideration by the Region:

(1) Street sales - uselaess to szit at tables,
mist accost people;

(ii) nrom=gesnda value of special issues;

(iii) denger of moking M-gazine cuarterly ,
= gteady trickle better especially
since thes issues were s0 good;

(iv) danger of expecting too meny things
from the Magazine - the wv=lus of meking
it =2 monthly domesstic organ with
special is=sues for the public;

(v) no anproval for canvassers;

(vi) to meke a =necisl effort with the next
apeeizl issue - posters, tables and onc
particular day through-out the country
not accevted unanimously - some Region:
preferred to work out their own voys
and means.

(wii) gach member to get ons other; or to
pay for two Mrgarzines, sending the
edditional one to =2n intsrested person.

e m M B R SR e EEN S S S S e T T T S S (- ——

C. ADMINISTRATION RTPORT:

(1) Mrs Stott referred the Conference to the Nstional Council
Mirmates = shs fz2lt thet the 2mount of administrestive work
dong wes not of sufficient interest to the Hegions. It was
essentisl to trv to keep membhers in touch - the Black Sash
a8 2 whole must knmov vh-t is going on. (1) ev s
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(ii) The Central Executive must try to get out to wider number
of members - the Central Sxecutive apologiszsd for their
short-comings in the immediate past - there were some
difficulties they were unsble to overcome;

(iii) Suggested that we have Wetional Conferences at set times
so that it is known when resolutions etc should be sent inj

(iv) Believe we should whereever vossible cut down on the
administrative work (classic remark that the Black 3ash
should elmost be inefficient,msde here later withdrawn!)
the Black Sash should be concerned mors with how to get to
the public.

Mrs Corrigall suggested that further discussion be left until the
status of the Central Executive is considered.

Regolutions arising out of the Central Executive reports:=-

that in order to re-stimulste interest and keep closer
contact with our Branches enough copies of reports of
W=ational Conferences be sent to the Regions for Branch
nsa.

We should continue to use Secretary's Notes which gave
a full report.

Mrs Sinclair thought the cost was ridiculous, and decisions of this
sort should be considered under the Central Executive's status and
re-orgenisation dependent on finances. AGREED.

INFORMATION, PROPAGANDA AND EDUCATION:

Mrs Stott presented the Informsation, Propsgsnda & Education report.

(i) The Magazine had today largely replaced the old
propagsnda;

(ii) The Central Executive had not had a2 great deal of
money to spend -nd even more important did not have
anyone with = specisl fleir for propaganda;

(iii) Brain's Trusts of great velue - however suggest
do not heve Brains Trust until you have a wide
divergence of opinion; a good ocuestion master,
well-briefed; end = wide publicity.

(iv) On things 1like the Pass Laws recommend that Regions
firet have somecne speaking st Branch level on
sctunl Lowa.,

(v) Peorle like Mesdames Walker, Dzvidoff =and Hill should
not write themselves off from the Central Executive,
They could be valusble as a "Fropsgsnda-prodding "
sub-committea,

Suggestions: -
{ii Regiong were tasking on = greater responsibility and
taking = greaster adventage of regional autonomy,
but demonstretions like those on Education, Fasses,
Union Dey etc should be planned around = central
theme - as a nationsl csmpaign. She was willing
to get professionsl =dvice on the set up.

(ii) Famphlets greatly valued,
(iii) Sm2ll loczl papers only too glad to take notices of
meetings/eee e
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meatings - they were glad to be able to fill their paper.

(iv) Perticulsrly now after the business in Natal we should
have = psmphlet - Then and Now - Can 3... afford
to change its mind = c¢.f. Dr. Verwoerd snd the Senate,
side by side with Dr. Verwoerd snd the Reduction of the
Senate.
Mrg Davidoff to work out the idea.

(v) Irevious suzgestion th=at Blzock Sash members should speak
to other orgesnisations on subjects which they have studied
thoroughly - ofizr speskers on Pass Laws, =Znforced Farm
Labour, L.P. records etc.

Mrs Stoy moved, Mrs Currie seconded and the REPORTS WERE ADOFTED.

CH IRMAN'S REPORT:

Mrs M. Petersen, National President, made her report.

See_fnnexure.
Mrs_Corrigell formally moved the adoption of the report and
expressed the thsnks of the Regions. [MNrs Curry, Border seconded

R JPORT 'DOFTED

Mrs Sincleir, 5. Trensvazal congratulsted i'rs Petersen on an

excellent rerort. Mrs Petersen replied thst the work of the
Centrzl Executive had besn made easier by the suvport of the Regions,
and the friendly spirit . She could not say how much it had meant
to such » smsll body as the Central Executive had been.

L sregiel tribute was p=id to Prs M. Birt who had undertaken
the secrst=riszl work. The wverv sincere thonks of the Central
Txecutive and the Regions w=s recorded.

O CE NN G B e N S e R D ]

REFORT OF THE COMMISSION APFOINTED TO DISCUSS CENTRAL EXECUTIVE
STATUS AD "UE CONSTITUTION »

Mrs D. Hill read out ths recommendations of the Cormission:-

(i) The Commission felt it was not a good idea to do
awsy with the Central Executive.

(ii) Tuties of the Central Executive:

a) The Centrnl Executive to tour Regions and visit
Brancheas;

b} There should be no circulation of Minutes to
relieve the work of the Central Executive;

¢) Each Region and the Central Executive shall send
one copy of, =ither their Minutes or = report,
to the “entrol Executive and =211 Regions;

d) The Central Ixecutive shall orgonise N-tional
demonstrations =nd give out National statements;

e) Regions shall exchange ideas with each other;

f) If eny Region should heve a new project under
consideration that Region shall notify all other
Regions well in advance in case other Regions
would like to carry out 2 simil~r project;

£) No National Council and one Conference p.a.
ags an interim msasure;
hl‘f--til
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h) ! member of the Central Executive to go around to the
Regions whenever 2 contentious issue arises =snd get
the opinions of the Regions;

i) The Centrazl Executive should consist of 7 members;

i) The Centrsl Executive should hsve the power to incresse
their number by co-option for speci-l purposes;

k) Iny changes sgreed to at this Conference will be tried
out first - snd we shesll continue on an interim

constitution. LCCEPTED UNANIMOUSLY.

Mrs D. Hill, S. Trensveal In some ways som= of the su gestions are
very valuable but we do not cover sufficiently a reduction in cost
or the reduction in work. She would like to put it to the Regions
thit we do not "do our stuff" enough. 411 Regions must do more
corvesponding with the other Regionsa. Far more responsibility lies
with us. No circulation of Minutes will me'e a great reduction

in work but the work of the Central Executive must be reduced more -
+the Regions must not take all their baby problems to the Central
Executive.

e must reduce the sum of money the office is costing us - it is
not worth 10/= per head.

After considerable discussion =nd financial scheming,

Frs J. Sincleir S. Trensvesl, proposed, Mrs le Feuvre, Cape W.
seconded

that the National Levy be 6/-
AGREED,

26for/4 ageinst.
The S. Trensveal Region donated the £100 they had lent the Centr:1l
Executive; and = deleg=te offored to donste £10p.m.
until the Central Executive were out of finsnecisl difficulties.
These donations were received with acclemation.

Discussion on the recommendations_of the Commission:

i. Conference muet trv to make a plen of next year's
work 80 =25 to shepe Bl-c¢k Sash activities now and
to =rrange =28 far ahead =s possible.

ii. 3. Transve~l were not h ppy about National statements.
e.Z2. until Mrs Nel's sddress the Centrsl E-ascutive
hed not appreciated the S. Transvaal point of view,
snd the S. ‘rensvaal h=d not spproved of ths Central
Executive's nstional statement. Where Regions were
concerned with certain iszsues the Ragions must see
end approve of the ststements first.
Natel Midlends lik 4 the National st tements - they
could get them into their newspapers but they too
preferred tec use their own discretion. They felt that
if snyone had an objection %o the statement they should
gend a telegram stating their reasons.

13. CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS:

The Constitution was amended clause by clsuse. Amended
Congtitution attached.

L _J A - e e e o —d e oo SF S e S - e -

14. TElection/.......
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14.

16-

17.

SLECTION O OTFICS EI'RERS:

The following were pro-osed. seconded snd duly elected:

 N*TIONLL RESIDENT: Froposed Vrs M. Petersen

Mrs ©. Stott
DULY BLECTED Mrg M, Petersen.

VICE PRESIDENTS. Mrs Spottiswoode
snd MraE.3tott.
FOUR _"DDITIONAL FTIMBERS : Mrs Berman
Mrs M, Barle
Mrs E. West

Mrs B.D, Yillis.

Mrs Petersen thanked the delegates for the confidence they
h=d shown in her in re-electing her -resident. She p=id
high tribute to Mrs E. Stott from whom =211 the inspiration
had come. She thanked lMrs Stott for carrying the duties
of etional FPresident during her chsence lest yesr end for
her never feiling support =2nd inspirstion.

REGTON ‘T, IETORTS:

B CamE -

Region=l reports he=d been given to =211 thz delegates.

Foints recuiring discussion h=¢ bsen considered under

different hezds s2nd vast implsmentation hed been given
during th: course of the Conference.

Under the new scheme of work for the Central Executive there
would have to be =an officer 1l/c Rezional Reports. It was
surgested thst nov was th: time to™reak in™ such =n
officer,

In future implementation and interpretation would be
considered 2t the Nntion=l Conference. “hen the Central
Executive sent out the notice convening the V=tional Con-
ference they would =ask (i) for suggested implementatil:,

and (ii) for s brief memo on the
reaolution.

[ ——— S ————— s — A e T R

A list of pest resolutions of Conference 2nd Couvneil would
be drawn up for reviewing =nd/or rescinding.

(=) If W-t2l Cosstal could find thewselves =ble to hold
tha Conference in 1960, it would be hz2ld in Durban;

(b) If N=tal Cosstoal were uncble to hold the next Conferencn
Cape Western would be happy to extend an invitetion.

The next Conference of the Bl~ck Sash would be the first
wesk in FNovembesr, 1960, T the sgends warranted it the
Uantral Executive were emrowsred to esll = four or five day
Conferenc=.

ALL RTSOLUTIONS TO BE IN RY THE 15th SEPTEMBTR, 1960.

18, Tritute/....
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18, ACREED UNANIMOUSLY ,WITH ACCLAMATION:

thet 2 speciel vote of admiration be passed and that
this Conference pay tribute to the courasgeous stand
taken by Mrs H. 0'Connor in the 6.F.S.

—_— e . — e i A —

19. TH NES:

The Southern Transva=zl Region w=s sincerely thanked for the”
hogspitality.

* gpecial vote of thenks was passed to:-

Mrs Sinclair and her Region=l Council =nd Executive,
Mrs Sinclair for her hospitality and the pleasure of
having the parties .nd meetings in her flat;

Mrs Driver =and the Serviceable Sisters;

Mras M. Blaine and Mrs R. Hall for their efficiency
and asgistance;

Mrs M,I. Britten for organising transport

and everyone concerned with = very successful Conference.

. i i S i e o« S S S . . g s N S I (— — — - o — o i -

The President, Mrs M. Fetersen, expressed her appreciation o
the forbearance snd tolersnce of the delegates, thanked them
for the wvalusble points raised during the course of the debai
end declared the Conference duly closed.

G'DI‘TTIRIIEI}: T T R EE R TR

Netional President.

I]'Ft'tE: L N O I O OO B B A
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3/4/5th November, 1959. ERRATA.
A, Please correct all grsmmatical errors =and punctustion, as you
think fit.
B. Flease correct the following:-
Page 2. Item No., & to be re-numbered 5.B.
Page 2. 6.C. line 3. opportunities
Page 3. b, line 3. Me=srs S. Krige.
Fage 4. 2(a) Natal Midlsnds: para.3, delete and
substitute;

In Pietermoritzburg the City Council
decided to hold a full meeting declaring
their loyalty to the Queen =nd the ideals
implicit in the let of Union, but the Ad-
ministrator asked them to reconsider this
decision and to form = representative
Committee to decide on » celebration for
21l races.

Page 5. 2(z) para. 4. accusation.
Page 8. F. pera. 2 (i), line 3. led
Page 12. T. sub-para, 2. 1line 8. Add conditions

sub-pora. 5. Mrs Davidoff (Sorry Mrs D.)
Fage 14. 2. Porder: line 2. centres
Page 15. line 5, rermissible.

¥rs 3tott - second time - (i) Africans
last line but one - ourg

Page 17. through-cut gaol. Oxford Doctionary says
irecent Tdictionsries prefer Jail®

Page 18/19. Mrs Nell.

Page 20. MNo. T. whergver. ’tlso on Page 31. line 7.

Fags 21. sub-p2rz. 1. 1line 4, fulfil

sub-para. 3. line 5. there
gub-psra. 5. 1line 7. delete "of the time"
lines from the bottom. recommendation.

Fage 25. G. 1line 4. identification.
line 23. wherever.
line 28. licence

l=st line. some

Page 26. I. line 7. scheme
Page 27. par-. 9. Mrs D. Eill
Pase 28. line 1. Cape W.

5. could not
12. recommendation.

—+ Line 2 and line 1l. principle.

FPage 29 5. Mrs Mafokeng.
Page 31 four lines from bottom. Add Mrs ' Walker WoSe.ee
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