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The formation School on which we are ahout to embark is-
.directed at putti our efforts in the right context. It is
no use for us to ernulate existing student groups. It is in
fact the first step in the wrong part to even accept and adopt
their set of vslues, for indeed we have a different path %o
tread. Our goals, by their very nature demznd of us a dedicgticn
unparalleled in the history of student organisations. Our
methods and our approach, in order to-achieve fruition, must
radically depart from the impersonal, ‘bereaucratic and bourgeois
“type of approach trat we have :mhnrlted from western-based
studept orgsnlgathns. T

Thus wé must start this formaticn school with same k*nd of
mental preparation.. We must ask ocurselves a few basie .questicns=
who are we? What are we talking about? Where are we today? E
-Whither awe wel going? We have to answer these questions
q:mcerely in - order to even spproximate the kind of mental
preparation that is necessary for the work we want to engage in.

[ ’ .

1. WHO AR WIh? -
: - Basically we are a black student group springing IYrom a
. Mlack com.umty. People at the helm of &'ship that constantly:
sails in. troubled waters. People who themselves are not sure
how to steer thé ship to better waters; (people at the Va.n-
“guard of a new type of thinking that has becéme reduced 50 .
~mere slegans without necessarily ath‘revi-ag depth’and clearcut
rdefinitions. People v\lpose "ProxPmityto ecomomical sufficienc
“7dulls their sen” es of percepti 16" i :
‘shirk -their duties dnq:oigﬂ,ﬁ;)onﬁlbllltj to the aommunity.
‘People who constantly pass on thé' nspﬁms'i’bhnty for the .
rv\,communlty g manc1na’b10n tc others as I 1t were a- soccer ball.

 Yes, ar‘c“a nity of .cynics - ‘close ldent_fl
tlon with the Western world has made them adopt a scientific '
attitude to the problems of ‘the black community and to declare
them insoluble in <the face of apparently
5 ‘opposition. % In trying to oppose a powenr-based and ma(‘hlne-—
-orientated sogiety we have ourselves ceased to rely on our
“traditional ler.m:mgo ‘on a strong man-based society. :We seek
to assure our Western friends of our ability to ‘Dlaj their
own game while we, btnprnﬁ of our true traditional selves
are a mere shadow of the powerful forces vie could ea51ly be. i

Nowhere is *thls ‘imbalance of nersonell’c,/ ‘better demonst*‘ated
than 'in ‘the 'student cormurity. * Dazzled by the twilight of
“raised hores of participatidn in the white man's world of

~ techrology ‘and intoxicated by the flattering remunerations .
that can bLe de ived from our ite-collar '6‘05, we exist .
between: tv i
_cornunity thwhom wet s ,
ili-defined "powers that be" and on the other there is the
“white community whose values we hzve learnt to respect .o
through cur.deys at school and ¢se heritige has a maﬂnetlc
and tantalizing effget on us.

Who are we 1nu:ed" .‘We are a mere ghadow of what we
cla:Ln to be, gaging in mere philosophi

eual abang proLlc'ﬂ: thau N
n]e we > ne bt oelned . At
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Ve. must rot -encugh to sit and mput
complaints intc 3 one of us must ta ce it as his
perscnal reSUOF"Lulllty to be of meaningful vzalue in this
long journey the t2 be lLng JOlPtlJ vith our
people, only ti'n nave discovered who we really
are. This guestion be answered not tomorrow, not come
other time kut in this formation school. .

WHAT ARE WE TALIIING ABOUT?

Here we are primarily concerned with SASO and its work.
We talk glibly of "black conecicusncss" and yet we hardly
show that we understand whatiwe are talking abowt. In this
regard it is esscntial for us to realise z few ba:ic facts
about "black consciousness."

"“Black consciousness" is essehtially a slogar' directing
us away from the traditional political big ¥ellk to a new
aprrOach. This is an inward-locking movement calculated to
make us look at ourselves and seé ourselvés, not in terms of
what we have teen taught through the albsolute walues of white
society but with new eyes. It is a call upon us to see the
innate value in us, in our ins%ituticns, in our {traditional
outlook to life and in our own worth as people. The call of
"black consciousness" is by no means a slogan driving pectle
to thirk in a ceritain way political Rather it is a sceial
slogan directed at each member-ef-tite black ?cmwurlty celling -
upon him %o disca rﬂﬂnhc false mantle that, nc;has been forced t¢
wear for so many years and-to think in terms!of himself as
he should. -In thig regard the rcforp "black ccn501cu~nesc“ is
a way of life that must permeste through the 'society and e
adoptsd by ‘all, The.. logiebehind it is that if you see your—
self as a person in your own right there sre certain basic
questions that you must ask about the conditions under which
you live. To ge® to this stage there are three basic steps
that have to be followed.

(i) We have to thorous ghly understand what we are talklns
about and to impart it in the right context. This
becomes especially necessary in a country like ours
where such en approach lends itself easily to

isinterpretation for this reason we have made
provision for a historical study of the theory of
"black power" in this formation school.

(i1) We have to create channels for the adoption of the
same approach by the black community at larg:. Here
again one has to be realistic. An approach of this
nature, to be succesftl, has to be adopted by-as large
a fraction of the populaticn as pcssible in order to
be effective. VWhilst the student cemmunity may be

instrurental ih carrying the idea across tc the people
and remaining the forces behind it, the approach will
remain ineffective unlesz it gains grass-rcots suppert.
This is why it is neces y to create easily acccgtable
slogans and follow fthese uy with in-depth exp lunat1cns.

Secondary institutions built from members the
communi ana vpersting amengs’ the community have to’
be enc L aged and “se musr Ve ruu by poop‘e who
+uemsc Lo Ungewest nd What 18 invelved in tl ese
institutione and in 4
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People heve to be teught o sse the advantages of group
action. Here one iworders whether a second look should
not bte taken at the governrment - institu todies like
UBCs and Pantustans. It is = universal f%m’: that you
cannct politice pecple and hepe to limit their natural
and legitirmate aspirations. If the pecpls demand
something and it beecause tuey have an "URC" or
"Territorial Autdorlt“" to talk for them then they
shall beg to rﬁallso the power they wield as a group.
Political medernizatior of the black peorle may well
find gecd expressicn in these institutions. which at
present arc re ugnantto us. Irn contrasting the
approach adonted in the states by tte b73rk people and
our own agproach here it will be 1nterest1ng vhat

this formatlon school' thidks of the various "Terr1+or1al
Authorities" at cur various "own areas",

. There are some dangers th we have to guard
against as well as we mpke progress in the diresciion
we are pursuing. The first arnd foremost is that we
must not rake the misteke of wishing to get into *he
white man's voots. Traditional indigenous values tell
vs of a socicty whers pcverty foreign and extreme
richness unknown except for the rulers of cur scciety.
Sharlr\g was at the hcart of cur culture. A system
®that tends to exploit many and favour a few is as
forelgn to us as hair &4&eh>1=’ﬁf%”}31ky or a skin ~-
which is nou dark. Where povstty Teidned, it
affected the whole ~commmity =imply bdcsuse of weather
conditions b}., ond our ccntro]r." kac even in our
aspirations QQ‘Cﬁtrwfﬁ 6 ing ex;1¥551on. We
must guard 2gainst the daﬁ’er of creating a black
‘middleclass whose blackness will only be skin-deep-
literally. The paper on African socialism will provide
us with enough grounds for discussion along thesc
grounds. ’

Secondly we must not be limited in our outlook.
There is miles of difference between preacting "black
consciousness" and preacting "hatred of whi+ea".
Telling- people to hatc whites is an outward and re-
actlcnary type of preacting which though undersandable
is undesirable and self-destructive. It makes one
think in negative terms and preoccupies one with
peripheral issues. In a society like ours it is =z
"positive feed-forward" approach that leads one into-
a vicious circle and ultimately to self-destruction
through ill-advised and impetuous action.  In fact
it is usually an extreme form of inferiority complex
where the sufferer has lost all hope of "making it"
because of conditions impescd uvnon him. His aotual
aspirations are to be like the white ran ‘and the hatred
arises out of frustrastion. On the other hand black
consciousness is an inward-locking™ preocess, It takes
cognls¢anc° cne s dlvnltj nd leads to p041tlve
action. It makes you seek %o assert yourseIT =and to
ris¢ to majestic beights as de nined by you. No
doubt you resent all fcrces tuhu seel to thwart your
progress tu you meet them with strength, resilience and
determlnatlon because in your heart of hearts you are
convinced rou will get where you want to get to. In
h FRA you wre g much more worth victor because you
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The third point is that we must not make the -
mistake of trying to categorise whites. Essentially
all whites are the same and must be viewed with
suspicion. This may apparently sound contradictory
to what I Jeen saying but it is in actual fact not.
A study of the history of South Africa shows that
almost at all times whites have been involved in
Black struggles and almost in all ingctances led to
the death or confusion of what they were involved
in. This may not have been calculated sometimes but

T it aris

%t of genuine differences in approach
nitnents. That ‘blacks are deciding to go it alone
2 seeident but a result of years of history
behind black-white co-operation. Black-white co-
operation in this country leads to limitations being
imposed on the programme adopted. We must by all means
encourage "sympatheiic whites" to stand form in their
fight but this must e away from us. In many ways
this is dealt with adequately in an article that
appears in the SASO Newsletter - August issue "Elack
Souls in Vhite Skin_s,ﬂ,._”.ﬂlbe—fa'c“c’jﬁﬁajz "Sympathetic .
whites" have i the past made”{Bemselvels the traditional
pace-setters in the black man's struggle has led to
the black man|s taoking a seat..in struggle
essentially his gwn.seHened8 Excluding-whites tends to
activate black people-and~fm Thc ultimate analysis
glves proper direction to whatcver is teing done. This.
is a fact thst overseas obscrvers visiting the country
find hard <to accept but it remains very true. Racial
prejudice in this couniry has gone beyond all proportions
and has subconsciously.affected the minds of some of
the most well-known liberals. 3

WHERE ARE WE TODAY?

SASO stands today at a very important stage of her life.
The estasblishment of the organisation has had a very great
impact in three mzjor directions.

Firstly we have created a mood at the black campuses
which has set the stage for a complete revision of thinking.
Our blacks only attidude has irfuscd a sense of pride and
self-reliance on eslmost all black c:zmpuses. Where originally
one met with stiff oppositior to all exclusive talk, it is
now generally accepted that blacks must go it alone. This -«
attitude is welcome 'to us but haes to be guided very carefully
and steadily least it falls 'prey to some of the dangers we ;
have already mentioned.: It is hogped that we shall translate
all the intellectusl talk about "black is beautiful" to some i
kind of meaningful practical language. X - .

Secondly we have given impetus to meaningful thinking .,
outside the rtampus. Suddenly tlack ovle are beginning
to appreciate the value of their ow forts, unpolluted by .
half-hearted support ‘from the white worla. Though this kind '
of thinking is still limited to the "black intelligertsia" at
present there arc 1 the signe that it shall spread to the
rest of the commurt ‘y, : - i

Bhirdly we Lave deaid alm
ite movements.,

&% af;atal blow to 'all black
pAba
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lot to see.an idea blos i ir] wichion. That is why
you are herc at Thi i You must prepare
yourselves -to he Hhe g carheading all our
efforts in your individual csmpuses. You muet count your-
selves not amongst wany who shall follow but among the few
who shall lead. In ea effort to be witness to our
determination to play our role as future leaders of the
community we rust inculeate. in our minds the mauyr mentality.
We must.cease to: sceoursalves as pecple affectec by history
but as people whc will history. w must carve and
shape the destiny of cur pcoyle an¥ defy 911 provisiong

that limit our aspirations. A4is you about to start
deliberations at this formation school you must be awsre =
that you are setting a programmec thaf’yru‘]ouz~elv08 will
put into effect.™ In othor words we rmet make a habit of
thinking about SATO not as “ihey" but us, our efforts, our
sweats, our struggle, our successes 2nd our failures. Hot
unless one is on this framc of mind will we be able to be
what should be.

We have notecd that our struggle is senulallj a lorg—
.term struggle. We have 5 lie
in our way. Hence we mu t‘cmbark on thrnmiong fhew. ney w1th
the necessary caution and ‘"tEtPtenssion Weomustortdie a
vow jointly that we shall not Tarn baeldntil’ we hgve
reached our goals. Thosq SFf ug WAR tEIE 88 She waylside
must be aware of the reduction iwW totm t‘strcng%hf—-ﬁence the
necd for that fine balance baitween ctaying up and going
forward.

At 2ll costs we must make sure th
the same tune as the rest of The comm

elves as a group en h spescial

characteristics. While we may be play Lng the tune, it is
the rythmic bezting of vThe comrunityic boots that spurs
vs to merch on and 2% nc stage shovld that rythm be
disturbed. As Zroup grows larger beots join
the rythmic march let us not allow ng of the boots
te drown the pure tones of our tunc for the tune is
neccessary and essential o the zythm,

t we are marching to
ity. A% ne Stabu

Somewllere far ahead lies the covosed glitterihg wmriz
barely visible cexcep® fer the radiating rays it ceasts ovur
the hill top. It us k ur eyes on tkogb rays and rch
on with a sense of raised as ciravions lest if ve look at
the dividing distance ocur hEGrts may be filled with despair.
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