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sssees minds and L

even in our day to day living. We are to devote the greaster part

of our lives to the work of the N.L.F. and not to wait till the firing
of bullets. In the months to come some of us are to abandon their
carcors or use them in such a way as to be of dircct benefit to the
work of the N.L.F. Every member must find out for himself and
through our literature the various methods of security in revolutionary
activity. Pamphlet No, IV must be recad by all, and several codes
must be lcarned by cvery cell, There should be a tightening-up of
leakages - members must be careful what they say and to whom they say
it. When a person is assigned a specific mission, he must not

inform even other cell mombers about it, and must never inform rela-
tives or friends outside the organization . In a word, "Your right
hand must not know what your left hand doeth."

“—--000-—"-

SHORT REPORT ON ACTIVITY IN S.W. AFRICA (OVAMDOLAND) .

Our member arrived in S.W.A. 28th TFebruary. For the first three
days of his stay, he was literally flooded with visitors who wanted
clarity on certain political issucs, viz. S.W. Africa's position in
the world; the World Court; U.N.O. ctc. These gave him the oppor-
tunity to explain the views on the struggle as we see it in Cape Town.
The presentation of these progressive viecws was applauded by nearly
everyonc. Most of them felt that we are wmeeting reality face to face
at last.

OQur ¥N.L.F. member also had the opportunity to discuss with most
of the SWAPO leaders, at a two-day Rezional Congross in Ovamboland.
He presented the most trustworthy among them with our views (Not
mentioning the H.L.¥.) Each accepted our approach as the only way
out,. Out of thosec present he found 4 to be particularly sincere
and influential. They could be of great benifit to the progressive

struggle.

Besides individual contacts, he also spoke to large gatherings
of SWAPC members and non-members on UNO and why we adopt an Anti-UNO
stand, (Imperialist-colaniaiist'controlled monopolists in S.W.A.
Tsumeb Corporation, Consolidnted Diamond Mines, and other big money
undertakings will control UNO and divide - even pertition the country.
This would result in a bloodbath - as in the Congo.)

The people of S.W.A. are experiencing a political awakening.
It is impossible for any Bantu Commi ssioncr or official to hold
public meetings. SWAPO's pamphlets on the "Five Year Plan" and
"DPhe Increase on Poll Tax" are widely known and well received. The
Boycott of the Verwoerd 5 y=ar Plan is 100% cffective. Odendaal
(CQmmissioner) and his officinls are holding their "meetings" with
very few headmen, behind barricaded doors and windows.

The people can endure no moro. The fighting spirits are visible.
The missionaries as well as the B.A.D. officials know it well, The
Finnish Mission is busy "Africanizing" its administrative works.
All the far posts of that mission are being abandoned. All the Finns
are congregated at the centres near the police stations. Communi-
cation networks have been concluded recently. All the mission
stations are connected by radio telephone with Ondangua, the hecad-
quarters of the police in Ovamboland. All the police patrol vans
are equipped with tele=-radio apparatus to maintain contact with
Windhoek. A huge goal - the first in Ovamboland - is under construc-
tion at Ondangua. §

SWAPO is running an excellent intelligence network, which is
probing deep into the opprossor's secrets in Ovemboland. Some of
this information will come our way soon.

Reading material is scarce in S.W.A. and an appeal is made for
literature - especially_gg_gg_ggjgziggeriglist nature.

? Since it is clear that the U.N.O. nnd the Afro-Asian Block will
be focussing their attention of tho world on S.W.A., morc members of
the N.L.F. have left to assist and speecd up the work therc.
Tmnamialiat intarvention will not catch us_unawarcs.



P.0.Q.0. (We stand alone) 4

The Pan-Africanist Congress was formed in 1959 by a section
of the African Nationeal Congress. The PAC's criticism of Congress
was that the latter was not racialistic enough. The PAC sct
itself the task of organizing on a racial basis with its slogan of
"Africa for the Africans".

Before launching its Anti-Pass Campaign, the PAC visited many
centres and held several meetings which were very well attended.
They were elated at the attendence and thought that it was an indi-
cation of their following. They did not seem to realize that the
meetings were well attended because people were at the time willing
to attend any meeting which critisized the government.

On the 21st March, 1960, the PAC launched its National Anti-

Pass campaign under the leadership of Robvert Sobukwe. The people
were asked to leave their pass books at home, march to the nearest
police station and hand themselves over for arrest. The cmphasis
" of the Campaign was on non-violence. I must say here that the
PAC put forward two demands:

: . (1% the abolition of passes, and,
(2) & minimum wage for Africans.

' How these demands could possibly bring freedom to more than ten
million people during this year 1963, and transform the state, th
PAC alone knew.. .

Because they had failed to examine carefully the "weapon" of
non-violence, they were shocked at the results it had viz. the
tragedies .of Sharpville and Langa. Hundreds of peaceful )
“demonstrators were shot down by the herrenvolk police, the ‘PAC
leaders arrested and tried. Sobukwe was due ' for release on’ the
3rd May, 1963, but under Vorsters new Detention Bill, has been sent
to Robben Island for an indefinite period.) The result then of
this ill-planned and irresponsible adventure was complete failure.
On the 7th April, 1960 the PAC together with the A.N.C. was banned.

P:olg.ol

The PAC suffered heavily from the arrests and bannings,
however, during 1961 a group of followers reorganized themselves
under the name of P.0.Q.0. (we stand alone.)

STRUCTURE :

The organization is made up of cells. There are ten members
to each cell, and any number of cells form a Branch. (1t would
appear that there is no limit to the number of persons enrolled in
a particular areca. This is a2 very dangerous proccdure as, the

larger the number, the more difficult it becomes to kecp out spies.
This laxness on the part of Pogo leaders is one of its greatest
weaknesses, Any number of brances form a region - usually each
major town has at least one Branch. Overseas representatives
work on their own, although they are supposed to receive orders
from the National Committee. '

CELL WORK:

Although the P0QO-ites claim that they will overthrow the present

S.A., regime during 1963 by means of a nation wide insurrection, as
Loballo so openly stated at a press conference in Maseru, although
they claim this, no work seems to be dne in that direction, The
emphasis in cells is not, as one would expect, on military training,
but Poqo seems to concern itself more with other tasks, such as

i) collection of fees from members (10 cents per week per member)

ii) enrollment of new members, and

iii) study groups addressed by Regional Conmittee members on other

political organizations.

POLICY:

There is no clear Poqo policey. It is a fairly loose organi- L
zation of persons with different views on how the revolution should
take place. Firstly, there are those who desire a sudden insurrec-
tion with a quick victory; then there arc those who are in favour...



«+.sfavour 5.

of a protracted war with guerilla-like uprisings. Tho only clear
point is that Pogo wants to establish a Black Covernment.
MEM BERSHIP: ‘

The membership of Poqo is without doubt very large. The Cape
Peninsula alone claims a membership of 64,000 with Langa as its
Heeadquarters. Poqo claims a total membership of 150,000.

It is difficult to say just how large the membership really is,
but even to quote 25,000 would be impressive.

-METHOD5_OF STRUGGLE:

Poqo is basically a terrorist organization. lembers arm
themselves with primative home-made weapons. These are used to
perfo.n certein tasks such as illiminating chiefs and headmen,
treitors and in forcing people to hoin the organization, This
is a vury dangerous procedurc as the organization is never com-
pletel;” sure of the loyalty of its members if the latter are forced
to join an orgvnizatlon of which they do not know the aims and
objects. i

P>qo has no trained saboteurs or people trained in the
handling of explosives. At the most 'there are some revolvers in t
tl.e possession of a few members who have to train themselves in
the vae of same. (The attack 'on. the Paarl police station was
made vp of pangas, assegaais and sticks).

I'~ cently Pogqo has turned its attention to such things as
raidirﬁ_Harranvolk arscnals, and smuggling arms into the country.

RACIALISM:

“ncialism is very much to the fore in the Poqo inspite cf the
assurances by the more sophisticated lemdership that the slogan
"p{rien for the Africans" should be interpreted as meaning any
person of Africa irrespective of colour. Poqo/PAC concentrates on
the Afvicen for its membership.

ATRITUIT_TO U.N.0,:

Ci t“he one hand we Tind in PAC members who are set against
inter—-ention in S.A. by the UNO; they fear another Congo. They
sce Uii0 as an instrumeni of inperialsim.

021 the other hand we find members who doairo UNO intervention
soon oTter the first concerted move is made against the State.
They .ant UNO troops to carry out democratic elections and then
leave. - They must suppress all who oppose these elections.
LﬁSSOfS TO BE_LEARNT: . '

e PAC has shown s through its failures in the Anti-Pass
Campai n thdt the people eare no longer prepared to carry out a
strugsle of non-violences - The people are now.ready for an
organization such as the N.L.F. They want something more concrete
- the; are réady for the military struggle. The N.L.F. is
obviously the best organization to take over from the PAC/Pogo and
to svzceed where the latter had failed. .

I% is our duty as members of the N.L.F. to go out to the
people and bring them into the organization,

B e e e == —————

KREP YOUR LITERATURE IN A SAFE PLACE!!!

DU NOT LEAVE THIS JOURNAL LYING ABOUT!!!
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Do's ggd.ﬂ;gyfe when Recruiting.

N.L.F. members have been making so many inquiries and there
have been such simple mistakes made, that the following article has
become necessary. The main reason why such mistakes have not had any
serious consequenses for the organization as yet, is the fact that the
people who were spoken to were themselves either too unconscious or
too unsuspecting to be dangerous, But the warning is clear and we
cannot allow small mistakes to upset and disrupt our activity.

1. The South African Revolution will be made in the main by a
combination of urban and rural workers and the most militant elements
among the intellectuals and small middle clags. Therefore, we should
always try to draw our membership from these scctions of the population.

2, We do not believe in militarism, Our revolution can only be
successful if our politics is right. We do not sign up pcople just
because they talk bloed and iron. While it is certainly necessary to
get pcople who believe in the revolutionary overthrow of tho State,
the main_ thing is still to sce that in their political thinking they
correspond more or less with the N.L.F. programme.

3, Since the N.L.F. is a secret organization and sincc its success
depends largely on the individual initiative of its members, new
members must be investigated thoroughly in regard to character and :.
stability, honesty and integrity.

4, Check up with other people and members of the H.L.2e a.Tow ti..a
times, bofore posing thec final question. The organization is not to be
revealed until and unless the recruiter is certain that the person
will join. :

5, Never mention .the names of other N.L.F. members unless the
person knows them bccause of their political views. In such a casc a
recruiter may use this mutual acquaintance as a starting pointi But he
must never show that he knows the N.LF. member concerned very intimate-
ly., He might have "heard" about him and his views or he might "be inte-
rested" to know more about him.

6. The booklets produced by the N.L.F. can be used as n starting
point if the person is known to be reliable, Pamphlets of the N.L.F.
and "Liberation! should only be used in exceptional cases if they will
help the recruiter. But only as a lagt resort,

7. Never reveal the size of the N.L.F. except in a gencral way
@.gs colls in Cape Town, Johannesburg, Transkei etc.

8, In introducing discussions on N.L.F. lines it is a good tactic
to explain to people how the struggle developed under sinilar conditions
in Algeria and in Cuba, This has the advantage that if the person
should turn out to be a waste of time, the recruiter has given him a
general perspective of the N.L.F. without at any stage rovealing the
organization and its existence.

9, It is also_advisable to ask the person to perform a small
task bofore formally proposing and accepting him as a member. He could
e.gs be asked to procure a book or some scrap of information which the
recruiter will be able to check up on later., -

10, When ‘the recruiter has reached the stage where he can discuss
matters more or less frankly with the prospective member, he should
bear in mind the main principles of the N.L.F. Questions like guerrilla
warfaro, programme and policy, cell structure and leadership nust be
discugscd thoroughly before any new member is accepted.

11, In recruiting new members whom we do not know very well we nust
check up constantly to see whether we are not speaking and exposing
ourselves to the Herrenvolk spies, :

12, These are only some of the suggestions to be borne in mind
when rccruiting. As new problems arise, they will be dealt with in
"Liberation". Members are asked to write on these questions and send
their suggestions via their regional and national representativess

*I‘****Qi*****Ill-l-**l-***l**************I****
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TER QU ESTION %
Since the whole question of torture has become so
topical and real in our strugegle, we have decided
to reprint in serial form a book that shocked the
whole world when it saw the light of day. It is &
called "The Question" and was .written by a Fronch :
reporter Henri Alleg, who was himself tortured by
the French Gestapo, While we do not agree with all
xxthe political viwws expressed by the author, we »
« believe that the feelings of thosc who have suffer-,
« ed for liberty are by and large the same. What »
» links us with Alleg and his fellow-sufferers are »
s the feelings of disgust and the principled oppos-
wmpition to the methods of the nether world. The »
» broeface, which we print first, was written by Jean ,
» Poul Sartre, the French philosopher, whose synpathy,

for the oppressed and exploitcd is well-known.
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In 1943, in the Rue Lauriston( the Gestapo headquarters in Paris),
Frenchmen were screaming in agony and pain: all France could hear them., In
those days the outcome of the war was uncertain and the futurc unthinkable
but one thing scemed impossible in any circumstances: that one day men
should be made to scream by those acting in our name.

There is no such word as impossible: in 1958, in Algiers, people
are tortured regularly and systematically. Everyone, from M.Lacoste :
(Minister Resident for Algoria) to the farmers in Aveyron, knows this is
so, but almost no one talks of it. At most a few thin voices trickle th
through the silence, France is almost as mute as during the Occupation,
but then she had the excusc of being gagged. g

Abroad, the conclusion has alrcady been drawn: some people say
our decline has gone on since 1939, others say since 1918.That is too
simple, I find it hard to believe in the degradation of a people: I do
believe in stagnation and stupor, During the war, when the English radio
and the clandestine Press spoke of the massacre of Oradour, we waiched
the German soldiers walking inoffensively down the street, and would say
to ourselves:"They look like us. How can they act as they do?" And we
were proud of oursclves for not understanding. ]

Today, we know there was nothing to understand. The decline has
been gradual and imperceptible. But now when we raise our heads and look
into the mirror we see an unfamiliar and hideous reflection:ourselvess

Appalled, the French are discovering this terrible truth: that if
nothing can protect a nation against itself, neither its traditions nor
its loynlties nor its laws, and if fifteen years are enough to transform
victims int cxccutioners, then its behaviour is not more than a natter
of opportunity and occasion. Anybody, at any tinmc, may equally find
himself victim or executioner.

Happy are those who died without ever having had to ask themselves
"If they tcar out ny fingernails, will I talk?"But ecven happier are others
barely out of their childhood, who have not had to ask themsclves that
other question:"If my friends, fellow soldiers, and leaders tear out an
enemy's fingernails in my presence, what will I do?"

The young conscripts driven to the wall by circumstances: what do
they know of themselves? They sense that the recsolutions they make here
in France will, when they are faced with an unpredictable crisis, seen
like enpty abstractions. Alonc and over there, they will have to take
decisions for France and for themselves., After that experience they cone
home transformed, aware of their hclplessness, and generally taking refuge
in a bitter silence. Fear is born.Fear of others and of themselves, and
in France today fear permcates all sections of society., The viectim and
executioner merge into the same figure: a figure in our own likeness,

In fact, in the final extremity, the only way to avoid one rdle is to

accept the other, !

This choicc has not imposed itself-or at lecast not vet- on French-
men in France: but the indetermination weighs on us: because it has brought
us near to the point where we may have to decide whether to be the tortu-
rer or the tortured: the horror of the one ‘and the fear of the other

drives us from one decision to the other, 01d nemories awaken; fifteen
(fifteen ycars
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fifteen years ago the best members of the Resistance foared the suffering less than
the possibility of their giving way under torture. Thosc whowere silent saved the lives
of nll. Those who talked could not be blamed, even by those who did not give way.

But the man who talks becomes one with his exccutioner. Coupled as men and wife, these
two lovers made the abject night terrible. Now the terrible night has returned: at

El Biar, it return every night: in France, it is the ashes in our hearts. Whispered
propogenda would have us believe that 'gverybody talks', and this ignorance of humanity
excuses torture. As overyone of us is o potential traitor, the killer in each of us need
feel no qualms. All the more so, as honeyed voices tell us every day that the glory of
France demands it. The good patriot has a clear conscience, nnd only defeatists need

be asheameds

Suddenly, stupor turns to despnir: if patriotism has to precipitate us into
dishonour, if therc is no precipice of inhumanity over which nations and .aen will not
throw themselves, then, why, in fact, do we go to su much trouble to become, or to
remain, men? Inhumanity is what we. really want. But if this really is the gruth, if we
must cither terrorise or die ourseclves by terror, why do we go to" such lengths to live
and to be patriots. . :

These thoughts have given us strenght, false and obscure, they all unrevel from
the same principlet that mon is inhumen. Their purpose igs to convinee us of our impo-
tence. They will descend on us if we do not face thom squerecly. We must let other na-
tions abroad know that our silence is not assent. It comes from nightmares which are
forced on us, susteined end guided. I have known it for a long time and have been wai
waiting for a decisive proof.

Here it is.

Two weeks ngo & book was published by Editions de lMinuit: La Question. The
author, Henri Alleg, still in prison todey in llgiers, tells without unnecessery pad-
ding and with admirable precision what he underwent when 'questioned'. The torturcrs,
as they themselves promised, 'looked after' himet torture by electricity, by drowning as
in the time of Brinvilliers, but with all the perfected technique of our owm time,
torture by fire, by thirst,etc. It is & book one would not advise for weak stomachs.
Mready the first edition =twenty thousand copies = is sold out, in spite of a second
pringing in haste, the publishers cannot satisfy tho demand: some booksellers are sel
gelling fifty to a hundred copies a day.

Up to now it was only those returning from military service, particularly priests
who have been able to boor witness. They lived omong the torturers, their brothers and
ourse They kmew of the victims principally by their screams, their wounds their suffe-
rings. They point to the sedists, bending over the torn flesh of their victims. And
what distinguishes us from these sadigts? Nothing does , becouse we do not protests our
indignation seems to us to be sincere, but would we be indignant if we had lived over
there? Would we not have resighed ourselves to it instead? As for myself, I have to re
read by profession,’ I heve books published, and I have always detested those books
that involve us in a causc mercilessly and yet offer no hope or solution.

‘1 With the publication of La Question, everything is changed: Alleg has saved us
from despair -and shamc because he has conquered torture. This reversal is not without
a certain ginister humour, it is in our name that he was victimised and because of him
we regain a little of our pride: we are proud that he is Fronch. The reader identifies
himself with him passionately, he accompanies him to the extremity of his suffering,
with him, alone and naked, he does not give way. Could the reader, could we, if it
happened to us, do the smme? That is another matter. What is important, however, is
thet the victin saves us in making us discover, as he discovered himself, that we
have the ability and the duty to undergo anything. S

We fascinate ourselves with the whirlpool of inhumenity, but it only needs a
man, hard and stubborn, obstinately doing his duty to his fellow man, to save us from
vertigo. The 'Question' is not inhunon, it is simply an ignoble and vicious crinme,
comitted by men against mgn and that another men can and must rebuke., Inhumanity does
not exist, except in the nightmares which engender fear. And it is just the calm cour=
age of the victim, his modesty and his lucidity which wake us and show us‘the the
truth. Alleg underwent torture in the ‘darkness of the night, let us go closer, to
look at it by daylight.

First of all, let us look at the torturers: who are they? 8adists? Fallen
archengels? Wer lords with terrible caprices? If we are to believe them, they are all
these things mixed up.But, quite properly, Alleg 8oecs not believe them. What emerges
from the events he degcribes, is that they want to gonvince themselves and their vietim
of their invincible power: sometimes they present themselves as supermen who have
other emn at their mercy, and sonetimes-as men, strong end sever, who have been en=-
trusted with the most obscene, ferdcious, and cowardly of animnls, the human animele
We know thet they do not look at themselves very closely. The main thing is to make
the prisoner feel that he does not belong to the same speciest therefore they arc
undressed, they are beaten, they are mocked, soldiers come and go, proffering insults
and threats with a nonchrlence which thuoy went to make as terrible as possgible.

But Alleg, naked, trembling with cold, tied to a plank still black and sticky
from the vomit of earlier victims, reduces all these things to their pitiable nature:
they are comedics played by fools. Comedy in the violent fascisn of theid nature, in

‘ ' /the bocst that



that they will 'blow up the republic!. Comedy in the persuasions of the 'aide do camp
of General M --=', which finighes with these wordst 'Thc only thing left for you to do
is to kill yourself', They are vulgar coucdies flouting all conventions, renewned cvery
night (without conviction) for all prisoners, and cach scssion shortcned for lack of
time, because these horrihle employnents are overloaded with routine. Having been
dragged in, prisoners have to wait in line to be attoched to the torture plank, they
are attoched, detached, dragged from onc torture ghamber to another. In looking through
Allegs eyes at this unworldly hive, we scc that the torturers are overloaded by their
tasks.

They have their calmer moments, when thoy drink beer, relax, at the side of a
tortured body, and thcen suddenly they jump to their fect, run around, curse and shout
with rage, they are grcat neurotics who would make excellent victims, at the first
electric shock they would tetl everything.

Evil and savage they certninly are, sadistic they are not, they are in too much
of a hurry. This is one factor that saves them: they only kcep themsclves going by speed,
if they lose impetus, they collapse.

Nevertheless they like work well done, if they think it necessary, they can push
their professionel conscicnce to murder. This is what strikes one most in Alleg's account
behind the haggrrd mrsks, we feel an inflexibilty which rrces ahcad of them end which
also races nhend of their nastors.

We would almost be too lucky if these crimes werc the work of savegestthe truth
is that . torture makes torturers. These soldiers will not, after all, conscripted
into an &lite corpse to nartyr a defeated cnemy.

Mleg in a few lines has described what he hinself obscrved, and it is enough
to mark the stages of metamorphdsis.

There are a few young ones, impotent, shocked, who muriur:'It's horrible!,vhen
their electric torch lights up a victim: and then their are the nssistant torturcrs
who do not as yet touch the victims with their hands, vho carry and move the prisoners
around, some of them hardcned, others not , all cought up in the nmachinery, all of them
alrcady beyond forgivenesse

Then therc is the young blond from the north:"I looked at this youth with his
sympathetic face, who could talk of the scssions of tortures I (Alleg) had undergone ,
as if it were a footbnll match that remenbered, and could congratulate me without spite
as ke would a chanpion athlctesese" A fow doys leter, Alleg sces him again "shrivelled
up sand disfigured by hntred, hitting an Arab on the staircnsesess." And there nre the
specialists, the hord ones who commit the atrocities, who toke pleasyre in the frenzied
spasms of an clectrocuted nan, but who do not like to hear them scream, and then there
are the lunatics who spin around *." .1 1like a dead leaf with the impetus of their owm
violence.

None of these nen exist by themselves, not one of them will remain as he ist they
ell undergo o grerducl transformatiom. Between the best and the worst, there is only one
differcnces the former are novices and the latter have been at it some time. They will
all leave in twm, and if the war continues, others will replace them: thesc northern
blonds and short, dark southerners, who have the same apprenticeship and find ot the
same time this taste for violence and its accompanying nervousness .

It is not the individuals, in this case, who meattor. Executioners and victinms
alike are in the grip of a violent and anomymous hrtred. It is the hatred that debases
them both through cach other, thking the form of torture ond cre~ting its owm instru-
ments.

Yet when this said in the assembly, pretty timidly, the pack is let looset
"You are insulting the Army?" These curs must be asked once and for all whnt this has
got to do with the Army. Yes, torture is used in the Army, but vhat does this prove?
The Comnission de Sauvegarde, in a report which wns in other respects benign enough,
did not consider it necessary to hide the fact. After all, it is not the Army as such
which does the torkuring.

What folly? Do they think civilians do not know these cxcellent methods?If it
were only a question of protecting the irmy, why not co-opernte with the Algiers Police?
And then, if o chief cxecutioner is all that is needed, the . cntire assembly wrill appoint
onet it is not Generrl S. less thnn Genoral E.? or owen Genoeral M. who is named by Alleg
it is M.Lacoste, thc ian with absolute powers All this hoppens next door to him, by his
hand at BBne as at Orent oll these mon who die of suffering and horror in the building
at El-Biar, in the Villa S., dic by his will., It is not I who say it is that ways It is
the Deputies of The National Assombly, it is the Governmcnt. And the gangrene is is
spreading, it hrs crossed the sca: it has oven got about thet the 'Question' is applied
in certain civil prisons in the Metropolis. I do not know if it has any foundation, but
the persistence of the rumour must heve troubled the authorities, because the the pro-
secutor, in the trial of Ben Saddock, solemnnly asked the accuscd if he had boen subnit-
ted to torture, it goes without saying that the answer was knowm in advonce.

Torture is neither civilian nor nilitary, nor is it specifically Frenchtit is a
plague infecting our whole era. There arc brutecs Rast ns well as West. One could cite
Farkas, not so long ogo torturing thce Hungariens, and thc Poles admitting that before

the Poznan riots the police often used torture. The Khrushchov report shows oonélusively
what was
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The Cruschev Report shows conclusively what was nappening in the Soviet
Union when S5talin was alive., Men who only yesterday were being "interrogated"
in Nasser's prisons have subsequently been raised, still in a rather baticr-~
ed state to high places, Today there is Cyprus and Algeria., In other words,
Hitler was only a forerunner.

Disavowed - sometimes very quietly - but systematically practised be-
hind a facade of democratic legality, torture has now acquired the status
of a semi-clandestine institution., Does it always have the same causes?
Certainly not: but everywhere it betrays the same sickness. But this is not
our business, It is up to us to clean out our own backyard, and try to
understand what has happened to us, the French,

How are the torturers justified ? It is sometimes said that it is
right to {orture a man if his confession can save a hundred lives, This
is nice hypocrisy. Alleg was no more a terrorist than Audin, The proof is
that he was charged with "endangering the safety of the State and recon-
structing banned organizations."

Was it to save lives that they scorched his nipples and pubic hair ?
No, they wanted to extract from him the address of the person who had
hidden hin. If he had ta lked, one more Communist would have been locked
up, no wdre than Fhat.

Arrenis rcre made at random. Every Arab can bz"questioned"at will. The
majoriiy of “he tortured say nothing because they have nothing to say
unless, to avoid torture, they agree to bear false witness or confess to
a crime they have not commiited, As for those who do have something to
say, we kn2w very well that they do not talk. All of them or nearly all
of thcm, Ieolther Audin, nor Alleg, Guerraudj unclenched their teeth, On
this point the torturers axe E1 Biar are better informed than we. One of
them said after Alleg's first session of questioning: "All the same, he
has gairad a night to give hls friends time to g2t away". And one of the
officers ccnmented,a few days later: "For ten years, fifteen years, they
"all have had the same idea, if taken they must not talk: and there is
nothing we ran do about it".

Perhaps he was only talking about the Communists, but do we believe
that ths partisens of the A.L.N., are of a different mettle.? These tortures
bring a pcor return: the Germans themselves ended by realizing this in
19443 torture costs human lives but does not save them,

In spite of that, the point is not alltogether badly taken; it, at
any rate, throws light on the function of torture: ETHB QUESTION, that
secret cr scani-secret institution, is indissolubly allied to the secrecy
of the recistance and the opposition.

Our g$umy is scattered all over Algeria. We have the men, the money
and the arms. The rebels have nothing but the confidence and support of
a large part of the population, It is we, in spite of ourselves, who have
imposed this {ype of war - terrorism in the towns and ambushes in the
country. Wilh the disequilibrium in the forces, the F.L.N. has no other
means of action. The ratio between our forces and their gives them no
option ktut {o attack us by surprise; invisible, ungraspahle, unexpected,
they mus{ sizile and disappear, or be exterminated. The elusiveness of
the encny is the reason for our disquict; a bomb is thrown in the street :
a soldie: wouvnded by a random shot: people rush up and then disperse:
later, livcli::a nearby claim they saw nothing. All this fits into the
pattern of n popular war of the poor against the rich, with the rebel
units deronding on local support. That is why the regular Army and the
civilian prcuvers have come to regard the destitute swarm of people as
their un-ountable and constant enemy. The occupying troops are baffled
by the eilence they themselves created: the rich fecel hunted down by tho
uncommvrnicaiive poor. The "forces of order", hindered by their own might
have no dofence against guerrillas except punitive expeditions and re-
prisals, and no defence against terrorism but terror. Everybody every-
whore, is hiding something: they nust be made to talk,

Torture is senseless viclence, born in fear. The purposc of it is
to force from one tongue, amid its screams and its vomiting up of blood,
the secret of everything. Senseless violence: whether the victim balks ox
whether he dies under his agony, the secret that he cannot tell is
always somewhere clse and out of reach, It is the executioner Sisiphus.
If he pu%c the question at all, he will have to continue forever.

But this silence, this fear, these always invisible and always pres—
ent dangers, cannot fully explain the obsession of the torturers, their
desire to reduce their victims tomabjection and in its final stages their
hatred of mankind which takes possession of them without their knowing 1%,
and which fachions them into what they are.
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It is normal for us to kill each other., Man has always struggled for
his collective or individual interests.But in the case of torture, this
strange contest of will, the ends seem to me to be radically different:
‘the torturor pits himself against the tortured for his "manhood" and the
duel if fought as if it were not possible for both sides to belong to
the human race.

The purpose of torture is not only to make a person talk, but to
make him betray others, The victim must turn himself by his screcaoms and
by his submission into a lower animal, in the eyes of all and in his own
eyes, His betrayal mustndestroy him and take away his human dignity. He
who gives way under questioning is not only constrained from talking
again, but is given a new status, That of a sub=-man.

In Algeria the contradictions are irreconcileable. Each side demands
the complete exclusion of the other, We have taken everything from the
Arabs and now we have forbidden them everything even to the use of their
own language, Namyx Menmi has already shown us how colonisation ends by
the annihilation of the coloniscd, They own nothing, they are nothing.

We have wiped out their civilization while refusing them our own. They
asked for integration and assimilation into our seciety and we refused.

By what miracle could we continue to over-exploit the colonies if the
colonised enjoy the same rights as the colonisers ? Undernourished, un-—
cducated, unhappy, the system has mercilessly thrown them back to the con-
fines of the Sahara, to the basic minimun of human subsistence, Under the
constant pressure of their masters, their standard of living has been
reduced year by year, When despair drove them %o rebellion, these sub-
men had the choice ofssatvaetion or of re-affirning their manhood against
ours., They will reject all our values, our culturc, which we believe to

be so nuch superior, and it has become as one and the same goal for them
to revindicatc their claim to be men and to refuse our French nationality.

This rebellion is not merely challenging the power of the settlers,
but their very being. For most Europeans in Algeria, there are two com-
plementary and inseparable truths. That they have the divine right, and
that the natives are sub-human, This is a nythical interpretation of a
reality, since the riches of the one are built on the poverty of the other.

In this way exploijation puts the exploiter at the mercy of his victim,
and the dependence itself begets racialism. It is a bitter and tragic
fact that, for the Europeans in Algeria, being a man means first and fore-
mest superiority to the Muslims. But what if the Muslim finds in his turn
that his manhood depends on equality with the settler. It is then that the
Buropean begins to feel his very existence diminished and cheapened.

It is not only the economic consequences of the emancipation of the
"wogs" that appall him but the implied threat to his own status as a
human being, In his rage he may dream romantically of Genocide. But this
is pure fantacy. Rationally he is awarc of his need for the native prolet-
ariat to provide surplus labour, and chronic unemployment to allow him
to fix his own wage rates.

Anyway, if he accepts the Muslims as human beings, there is no sense
4n killing them, The need is rather to humiliate them, to crush their
pride and drag them down to enimal level, The body may live, but the spirit
must bo killed. To train, discipline and chasiisec; these are the words
which obsess them. Algeria caonnot contein two human species, but requires
a choice between them.

I am certainly not suggesting that the Algerian BEuropeans invented
torture, nor even that they incited the authorities to practise it. On
the contrary, it was the order of the day before we oven noticed it.
Torture was simply the expression of racial hatred, It is Man himself that
they want to destroy, with all his human qualities, his courage, his will,
his intelligence, his loyalty - the very qualities that the coloniser
claims for himself, But if the European eventually brings himself to hate
his own face, it will be because it is reflected by an Arab.

In looking at these two indissoluble partnerships, the coloniser and
the colonised, the exccutioner and his victim, we can see that the second
is enly an aspect of the first. And without any doubt the executioners
sre net the colonisers, nor arce the colonisers the executionors. These
latter are frequently young men from France who have lived20 years of
their life without ever having troubled themselves obout tho Algerian
Problem., But Hate is a magnetic field: it has crossed over to them, cor-
roded them and enslaved them.

It was thanks to Alleg's lucid calm that all this became apparcnt.

We would be grateful to him if he had donc nothing else. But in fact he
did far more.By intimidating his torturers he won a victory for hume=*’
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against the lunatic violence of certain soldiers and against the racial-
ism of the settlers. And what does this word "victims" not evoke in toerms
of human tears, in the middle of these little cads, proud of their
youth, their strength, their number ? hllog is the only really tough one,
the only onc who is really strong.

All we can say is something ho never montioned: that he paid the
highest price for the simple right to remain a man among men, That is why
this paragraph of his book is so moving. "I suddenly felt prdud and happy.
I had'nt givén in. I was now sure I could stand up to it if they started
again, that I could hold out to the end, and that I would'nt make their
Job easier by killing myself." A tough one, yes, and one who, in the
end, made the archangels of anger afraid.

In sohmc respects at least we feel that the torturers can sense this
and that they arc expecting somc nebulous and scandalous revelation.

When the victim wins, then it is goodbye to their absolute power, their
lordship. Their archangels' wings droop and they b ecome just brutified
men, asking themselves "And I, will I be able to take it too, when I an
tortured?" Because in the moment of victory, one systom of values is
substatuted for another; all it nonds is that the torturers should becomo
dizzy in their turn, But no, their heads are empty and thoir work kceps
them too busy and then they only half-believe in whatthey are doing.

What is the point then in trying to troublc the conscicnces of the
torturcrs 7 If one of thenm defaults, his chiefs will quickly replacec hims
one lost, ten found. Perhaps the greatest merit of Alleg's book is to
dissipate our last illusions. We know now that it is not a question of
punishing or re-ocducating certain individuals and that the Algerian
war cannot be humanised, Torture is imposed by the circumstances and
required by racial hatred; in some ways it is the essence of tho con-
flict and cxpresses its deeposttruth.

If we want to put an end to the atrocious and bleak cruelty, and
save France from this disgrace and tho Algerians from this hell, there
has always been and still is only one way: to cpen negotiations and to
make peace. J.P.S.
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TORTURE 1IN SOUTH AFRICA,

When dbes a Stato resort to torture to obtnin information about the
' subversive activities of the oppresscd? The answer is very siumple - when
it is with its back to the wall, when it is struggling for its very exis-
tence. This is the situation in white-controlled South Africa today.

When the Gencral Law Amendpent Bill became Law, torture in South
Africa was legalized. This, of course, comes as a surprise., Torture has
long becn known to have becen used on prisoncrs - both crininal and politi-
cal prisoners to get information, This,however, had tobe done in such a
manner that the law court and the public did not come to hear of it,

Today the situation has changed, A person can be detained for ninéty
day poriods for questioning, withput over appeoaring in court. This will,
in fact, moan indefinite periods of torturc.

During the Algerian Revclution the French used the most brutal methods
of persuasion to get information from thoir prisoners as regads the acti-
vities of the F.L.N. These brutal methods of getting information were in-
tensified as the struggle progressed, We in South Africa can and must ox-
pect sinilar treatrmeont from the police and the army. In 1959 alrcady two
top - ranking arny officers and one police officer were sent to Algeria
to study the methods the Fronch wore using in the war against the Algerians,

Even the General Law Amendment Bill becanoc law, allegations of
torture werc made in pranctically every cnse in which the accuscd was
arrcestod for "Subversive" activities. The allegation, very significantly
was never denied., This was done with the very obvious intention of threat-
ening the oppressed and scaring them away from "suversive" activity,.

The first case was that of the Fort Hare Lecture, Andrew Mandla Xx=x
Masonda, who was arrested in connection with the cutting of tho power line
in the King Willians Town district. On 11th April, 1963 in the nagistrate's
court ot Grahamstown, he stated, that when arrested he was thrcatened with
brainwashing and torture., It was only after he had becon manhandked and was
about to receive elecctric shock that he mede a statement to thc pakime
magistato, Masonda was found guilty and sentenced to twelve ycars inprie
sonment,

The socond case was“that of five men who appearcd in the Johannesburg
Magistrates Court on 19th April,1963 charged with and later found endléw
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ly kicked; wet sacks were tied round their heads and twisted; thoy were
suspended upside down with sacks tied over the bodies and were manhand
led on the ground and pulled up their hair, All five received long
prison scntences,

The third case was that of twelve men who appcared in the Cape
Town magistrate's oourt on 22nd April, 1963, Two had burn marks on their
little fingers, which,they said, were causcd by clectric shocks, All
All twelve complained of hunger. There arc many more cases like these
;nd more are to come, but for dack of space, we cannot nention thenm

ero,

Immediately after the Gencral Law Amendnent Bill becane law, many
people were detaincd under the new law, which cntitles the police to
detain them for ninety-day periods for questioning., The rcason for
detaining them is obvious~ they arc being held to give information :
about the political activities of the oppressed,

Where these people are being kept nobody knowsjwhen they will be
redeased is uncertain and whether we will ever sce then again is very
unlikelys if we do, we might not reccognize then.

This, I an sure, will not deter any of us in the N.L.F. fron the
struggle ahead, but will rather make us more determined to get what we h
have set out to achieve,
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Report on Decisions taken by the Interim National Exccutive,

At the monthly meeting of the Interim National Executive held
on Sunday 5th May,1963, the following decisions were takeni-

1 A) The N.L.F., will do without the services of paid organizers for
the immediate future:

This decision was taken after the neeting had considered the 1
last report of the paid organizer and the benefits derived from the uws~k
work of paid organizers over the past 4-5 nonths.

Delegates were of the opinion that we had been premature in
our decision to enplog full timo organizers; that we had not prepared

the organizers thoroughly enough for their work; that no lasting
results could be achieved by a person not resident in the area in which
he operates, Added to this the Executive also took into consideration
the expense involved in maintaining paid organiszcrs.
B) The N.,L.F, will call on Voluntary Organizers to work in Arcas
whore N.L,Ferwork is urkontlytroquircd (6y8. JOMANNGSDUTR)

These voluntcers will become organizers in areas wherc they c-a
can find cmployment, This neans that they will be resident in the area
in which they organize for three or six months (as long as is necossary
All cells are to forward names of voluntecers to the Executive.

C) The I rim National E utive shall sct up a:School for «. _iz.».

rganizers
Q_fnj This school is to be composed of N.L.F, officials and 2ot
lcast one representative for each cell,
Ebg The Sechool will mcot once a woek (1st noeting 12th May.}
¢) The first duty of the school shall be to draw up a curricudu.:

lum =« and to plan its courses.
(4) Volunteers for N.L.F. work in up-country arcas (ocefs:B)

will also attend the school.
(e) It shall be the function of the cell representative to
ensure that his cell reccives thebenefits of the instruc-

tions,
The school will work out further details at its first

meeting.
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