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FOREWORD

No single subject has brought 3o much controversy in con-
temporary church history then the question of liberstion and
the church’s involvement in it. There are two contending view
points often advanced in this on-gowng debate. On the one side,
it s often srgued, especisily in the cam of the liberation strugghe
currently waging in Southern Africa, that for the Church
identify itself with the struggling black masses of Zimbabwe,
Namibia and South Africa is to directly condone and give
official approval to viclence. Those Christisns who take this
line argue that the early church had thrived on the blood of its
martyrs, and had followed closely st lsast i it sspirstion the
uwhnfﬂmmﬂmmmﬂhhﬁmhh‘h . L8 Phin
sacrifice rather than to destroy hs enemmes. |1 tried O remaen Simon

scrupuiousty koyal 1o the tsaching of the Sermon on the Mount,

that a Christian’s distinctive duty was 10 show love sven for his enemes, snd hm specifc
task the building of a supra-nationsl spwitusl community tramscending local boundanes
and antagONSMmE.

On the other side, there are thome Chwistians who belwve that Chrmstianity n an nce
national religion which moves and exists smong the problerm snd s ferings of the people
of God. These Christisa contend that a wpiritualizstion of injustice in society whersby
victims are compensated by their spiritusl growth n witness snd suffering, or by rewerds
in 8 future life s slien to0 the Gospel message of God's entry into human history to changs
sockty. Christians are ambessadors of Jemus Christ in thes world. They are charged with
the resporsibility of changing people and their sifish attitudes (Matt 2818, of bringng
fresdom to the oppremsed and liberty to the captives (Luks 4:18) and initisting » new
type of society based on justics for all (John 13:34). This resporsibifity i urgent “here
and now’ for sach generstion of Christiens. According to this group of Christians el
must be confronted, rebuked and if cbdursts overthwrown. It rejects totally the ssump-
tion that the church’s major resporsibility if “F isld smbulance work ™, in other words the
most she is entitied 10 do is 10 asist the victims of evil oppressive regimes mainty Pt
by, but siso materially. She must do that as s matter of courss, but that in no way staoives
her from this grest task of struggling ageinst inst/tutionalised evil and infustices i SOCeTy

Those who are actually involved in the struggle for salvation (liberation) are on thew part
constantly msking the question, What is 8 man of faith to do in & situstion of wokent
brutality? What does the Lord require of a Christian in South Africa today where apar.
theid is » state doctrine under which hundreds and thousands of innocent and de fenceles
black and coloured people are dying under the brutal racist hends of the police? What
does the Lord require in Zimbabwe where a handful of whites have the sbsolute control
of the destiny of millions of black people and in Namibia where the oppressive and merc

(4]
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no means lemt, we sre sincerely thankful to all those bodies, groups and indwiduals who
contributed financiaily towsrds the Conference. Without thew support the holding of thn
meeting would not have been possible. All these contributions combined to make the
Mindolo Consultation one of the most successful meetings ever held on the guettion of
liberation and the church's involvernent in it

But what a grest pity if the encouraging enthusiasm and commitment generated by the
Mindolo Meeting will not be sustained and exploited for the grester good of those of our
sisters and brothers who are 1o-day engeged. in a bitter struggle for human dignity, pesce
and socisl justice in Southen Africa’ One sure way to sustain the spirit of brotherhood
snd oneness which prevailed at the Mindolo Consultation & for churches a3 well as othens
to join forces with those strugghing 10 undo the structures of injustice in Zimbabwe.
Namibis and South Africa and to work vigorously for the implementation of the resoly
tions which resulted from the Consultative Talks. This means that we must immediately
begin to raise the many important msues contained in this report with our churches, in
our synods, and with our congregations and to initiate 2 programme of actron through
Mmmmltﬁmm“mm-thmmulmrﬂm
and now muat speedhly put info effect.

Only in this way can we echo the lamentation of prophet Jeremush:

The wound of the daughter of my people wounds me o0,

Who will tum my head into » fountan and my eyes into a pring of teen
30 that | may weep day and night for the simn of the daughter of my
people! (Jeremuh B8.21-24.9:1)

By organizing this Conference, the AACC and PCR WCC wish .0 express their unwavering
support for and solidarity with the liberation movements of Southern Africa who are
engaged in a just struggle simed at initiating 8 new - type of socety based on justice for
sll — a new Zimbabwe, 3 new Namiba and a new South Africa people of ol races can Irve
together in harmony and a5 beloved 3ons and daughiters of our Savwour Jesus Chiat, With
this vision of hope, we command thas report to the Churches and to all those who are in
volved in the liberation struggle m South Afnca.

SIMON 1. M. PHIRI
Exscutive Secretary for
International Affairs
NAIROB!, Kenya
AN Africa Conference ) st FEBRUARY, 1977
of Churches.
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SPEECH BY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE PRIME MINISTER, E.H.K. MUDENDA,

M.P.. AT THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE ALL AFRICA CONFERENCE OF

CHURCHES CONSULTATION CONFERENCE AT MINDOLO ECUMENICAL CENTRE,
KITWE AT 15:00 HOURS, ON 25th NOVEMBER, 1976.

Mr Chairman,

Hon Member of the Centrali Commitlee,
Hon Minnter of Education,

District Governors,

Regional Othcial MP |

Mayor,

Dustinguished Delegates to the Conference,
Lades and Gentlemen

Permit me firat of all Mr Chairman, 1o convey to you and (o the Dstinguished deiegates,
the greetings 4nd best wishes of His Excellency the President of the Republic of Zambia.
It gave His E xcellency conuderable encouragement 1o learn that a consultation was (o be
held an swuch an impostant subject The consullatwon s taking place at a very crucial lime
in the hberation struggle n Southern Africa. Although His Excellency s not able 1o
be with ut physically, | am certain that he 13 with us in soint because the 1ssues that are
going 1o be discussed are very close to b heart

Mr. Charman, | thank you for the honour of inviting me to open the conference May |
a0 thank the participating organs of the Churct. for selecting Zambna 1o host this import.
ant conlerence 11 i3 an honour for the people of Zambia who, since therr independeénce,
have inevitably been involved in the liDeration Hruﬂle Every Zaminan has over the years
been affected by the impact of the hberation struggle, in some way or another Some
Zambuans have Iost thew Lives as a result of the spill over effects of the struggle Others
survived land mine explotions but the expiosions left scars which were a reliable reminder
of the experiences of our generation The hiberation struggle affected the Zambian in a
number of ways. At one time he could not get his supply of petrol because of sanctions
against Rhodewna n the late uxties Another time he could not get building matenial for a
clinic because sOme ransport roules were Einmd_

The expresuons of support from our fellowmen in dilferent parts of Africa and in differ-
ent parts of the world have sustained us The realization that the hberation struggle was
not the concern of a lew but the responsibihity of the whole ol progresve mankind gave
us great encouragement. It 13 against this background that we suincerely welcome the
holding of this contference in Zambia

The Churcn has played a very important role n the struggle for the iberation of Africa.
| recall that His Exceliency the President has over Lhe pasl twelve years appealed 1o the
West 1o support the Liberation struggie. There was little response from the West. |t was at
best. hall hearted. The Workd Council of Churches played a very vital role in arousing
coNSCIcusnt 5 on the issue of liberation, and when i1t decided to grve humanitanan aid W



those who were fighting for their freedom, thers was sdverss Mection in certan quarten.
Thers was very 3evers criticism #t times. But for us it was » significant moment in the
history of the liberstion strugghe because from that pont onwards those who were fighting
did not lesn only on the East. They began to get incressing support from the West. Thus
the church played a vital role in guding western countries towards the nght gosl. It can
be sasd that in a sense it was a moment of redemption for the West because st last a clear
human problem had been recognesed.

The All Africa Conference of Churches has expressed its uneguivace support for the
liberation strugghe. At its Lusaka General Amembly bold polxcy decrsions were adopted.
Relevant questions were asked “What role is your church playing in raising the level of
conscrousness to the Liberation struggle ™ In asking such a question the Assembly sought
to involve a wide sector of the church. The Amembly proposed a programme of action
which was designed 10 produce very positive resulls.

The Christian Council of Zambia which i1 hosting thrs conference has consistently stood
slongside the freedom fighters of this country and continues to help those who are
fighting for their freedom in Southemn Africa. This conference, Mr. Chairman, is therefore
a continustion of the positrve involvernent of the church

It would not be possible for the church 10 play i1ts full part in the liberation struggle
without, first of all, decolomizing and hberating 1tsell Given the histoncal background of
the church in Alnca, the revolution v thei regard has Not been easy. But conderable
progress has been made. In Zamina, for mstance, there 5 now much grester Chrtun
fellowship than we had before our independence. The comciousnes of the importance
of human freedom is also 10 some extent & measure of the decolomuzation that has taken
placs in the church, '

Mr. Chairman, let me now briefly refer to the msuet that sre 10 be conudered by those
participating in this i/mportant consulitanon. | wish to descuss problems facing border
states. In this regard we can speak from experience because Zambis has been 8 member
of the club of borderstates ance her ndependence. We have become 30 umd 1o tha
difficult state of existence that when Zimbabwe and Namibus achweve thew independence,
a period of readjustiment on our part will clearly be necessary! The period since indepen
dence has been a period of trial. This has been the case with other border states which
share the problems that face iberation movements. On numerous occasions when liberation
movemnents exchanged fire with the enemy, the border state had inevitably to exchangs
fire with the same eremy. When liberation movements got wwplved in the war of words
with the enemy, the border-state found tseH ingevitably involved in that same war of words
with the enemy. Border-states have played host 10 and continue to care for many refugees
who have been forced to flee their countries due to the ruthlessness of the racists minority
regimes. However limited the resources of the border-state, some of these had 1o be placed
at the dispossl of the liberation movemaents and the refugees. It is true that the Orgenize-
- tion of Afncan Unity, other progressive countries and organizrations did their best to heip.
Support from these sources was usually far below the requirements of liberation move-
ments. The leaders of these movernents, like 8 drowning man, naturally sought for help
wherever they could get it.




It is atribute {0 the border states that during the past difficult years they worked together
to support the liberation movements. It has not been easy. Some countries which were
far pway from the border did not appreciate the magnitude of the sacrifices which weare
being made. Some became victima of the propaganda of the enemies of the liberation
siruggle and believed that border-states were slowing down the liberation struggle. They
levelied all sorty of accusations against those who wers shouldering the burdens of liber-
stion. For the frontiine states, it was a difficult phase. It s fortunate for Africa that the
border-states continued to work together in tackling the problems of liberation, Indeed, |
heve every hope that tha co-operation and solidanty will continue long after the achieve-
ment of total independence in Africa.

Mr. Chairman, | note that you will abo be exchanging views of pattemns, trends and
stratagem of ntemational impeniahsm in our region. When colonmalam ended, the phase
of neo-colonislism followed. Those who ruled us had established interests in our regions
in Africa. When they withdrew they expected these regions to remain as their spheres of
intarest. The tentacies of imperialism had grown from the cities of Europe to different
parts of Africa. The former colonial masters belonged 10 a network of Western allances
and relations. They wers loyal members of the Western camp. The decition that indepen-
dent countres in the region ok 10 be non-aligned was naturally not welcomed in certain
circkes. The fact that countries from the Eastern camp were welcomed in our region was
not viewed with favour sither. 1T is perhaps the fight against thss development that certain
strategess wers developed. Efforts were made 10 siow down the pace of decolonization
and to recoloniss Africa. That lan Smith was allowed to declare unilateral independence
with impunity is significant. It was part of a strategy to frustrate the proces of decoloni-
ation. lan Smith was an agent in the whole affawrr. For what s Smith without hs sup-
porers?

At about this time we heard pronouncements from Pretoria about dialogue. The sounds
wers schoed in other parts of Africa. We have good reason to believe that the original
sound came from Western Europe, and that the sound from Pretoria was also an echo.
The sssencs of the concept of the dialogue was that racist South Africa should co-operats
and live in good terms with independent African ristes. This means asking us 10 accept
that the Africans in independent African states wers better than those in areas still under
racist control, 3 messure which was applipd 10 w3 before our independenca. It & not sur:
prising therefors that the Assembly of Heads of States of the Organization of African
Unity rejectsd the concept in June, 18971, It must be scceptad that Zambia and other
countries are amistants to liberation movements which constitute the principal factor in
determining changs in their arsss of operation. Zambia and other nations and organizs-
tions sre relevant to the extent to which they help 1o facilitste the process of change. We
have to be at the dispossl of liberation movemnents, and we should sndesvour 1o respond
to their neads. The slowing down of the pace of decolonization and the recolonization
of Africa may poss major problems of the future. Indeed, at & time when we thought
wa were making progress in pushing back the frontiers of oppression, the racist regsme in
Pretoria is wuming into 8 new imperial power through the establishment of Bantustans.



?

What are the implications of current strategees? So far our immediste problems were being
caused by big powers, snd the problems were serious snough. The big powers took messures
to protect their interest in the ares. Clearly their aim i to continue to have spherns of
influence in the region. The super powers have developed an interest n the regron. They
have started fishing in our waters. This is an smportant element i Cur SSETIMent.

Mr. Chairman, whatever form the strategies of the imperislist powers will be, we take
much comfort in the solidarity and co-operation amongst border states. Thr n vial
Given this co operation the success i essential. We shouid not be mnled by good words
Good words which are not matched by deeds are no good. As we sucoeed in our Liberation
struggie we have to emphesize the need for unity, co-operstion snd Total sohdarity, Thew
are the keys to the defest of imperialists and thewr agents who sle svery opportunity fo

Mr. Chairman, the confersnce will be considering the liberaton struggle n Southerm -
Africa in the light of recent developments in the regeon. The independence of Mozambque
and Angols can be regerded & recent developments which we weicome. Thew ndepen
dence has added strength to the liberation movements. It has changed, i my view, the
time scale. These developments have aiso heiped to bring sbout a Geneva Conference
because the armed struggie in Zimbsbwe could now take place on several fronts We are
now in 8 position to tatk about the date for the independence of Zimbabwe Tomorrow
we shall be tatking about the date for the ndependence of Namibia. Theresiter we thould
be talking about the date for the liberation of South Africa. These perspectrves were not
possible a few years 8go. In all these events it 15 the pohtical comciousness of the people
that matters. The reslizstion by the church that human freedom n parsmount #nd nd
wvisible, has undoubtedty played a very vital role in helping to bnng sbout change. But the
liberation of Southemn Africa goes far beyond the physical hberation of man. In tha con
nection, | am happy to note that the Conterence will consider wider spects of liberstion
The totsl liberstion of man is essential. Otherwse he wnll be frss todsy and sosking
himastf in slcohol the following day or ndeed worthipping the matenial things of Iife |t
is for this resson that in Zambia wa attach 3o much wnportance 10 humanam. The task
of libersting man hhwﬁnimﬂrﬂl:ﬁlrmmlﬁmmfm
H-d“ﬂ-mfmﬂnluhuillhlm-dmm

Me. Chairman, may | conclude by thanking the church for the support and encoursgement
which it has given 10 those who are fighting for their fresdom. Considerable progres has
beers made. No one doubts the fact that the coming yesrs will usher n a new era of free
dom. Thess succemes have been made pomible becaum the firm support has given
confidence to those who were fighting ageinst grest odds. The spirit of man has triumphed
over the forces of oppression. Let me asure the distinguished epresentatives gathered
hers that the people of Zambia, under the leadership of His Excellency the Presdent.
Dr. K.D. Kaunda, will remasn their faithful ally in the fight for what is right and just for
all.

Mr. Chairman, it now gives me great pleasure to deciare this conference open.




What are the implications of current strategees? So far our immediste problems were being
caused by big powers, and the problems wers srious enough. The big powers took messures
to protect their interest in the ares. Clearly their aim is to continue to have spheres of
influence in the region. The super powers heve developed an nterest ; the regron. They
have started fishing in our waters. Thes i an /mPOrtant slement i Our ssseement.

Mr. Chairman, whatever form the strategies of the imperialist powers will be, we take
much comfort in the solidarity and co-operstion amongst border states. This s vital
Given this co operation the success i3 essential. We should not be mesled by good words
Good words which sre not matched by deeds are no good. As we succeed in our hiberation
nnmhmmmmﬁnh_dtmmm_mmm-ﬂmimw. These
are the keys to the defest of imperialists and their agents who shre #very oppoOrtuNity 1o
divide us. )

Mr. Chairman, the conference will be considering the liberation struggle in Southern
Africa in the light of recent developments in the regson. The independence of Mozambeque
ﬂA@hmhw-mmuMmm.Tmm
dence has added strength to the liberation movements. It has changed, in my view, the
time scale. These developments have also heiped to bring sbout a Geneva Conference
because the armed struggle in Zimbasbwe could now take place on sveral fronts. We are
now in 8 position to talk about the date for the independence of Zimbabwe T OOt Ore
we shall be tatking about the date for the ndependence of Namibia. Therealter we should
be talking about the date for the liberation of South Africa. These perspectrves were not
possible a few years #90. In all these events it 13 the pohitical conscrousnes of the people
that matters. The reslization by the church that Human freedom = parsmount and ind:
wisible, has undoubtedty played a very vital role in helpng to brng sbout change. But the
liberation of Southem Africa goes far beyond the physical hberation of man. In ths con
naction, | am happy to nots that the Contference will consider wider aspects of liberatron
The total liberation of man i emential. Otherwss he will be fres todey and sosking
hirmaelf in alcohol the following day or indeed worshipping the material things of life It
is for this reason that in Zambia wa attach 30 much ymportance 10 humanam. The tash
of libersting man in the wider serse is conmderable. It will continue for many yeen for
the church and for all of us. It will be a long and arduous struggle.

Me. Chairman, may | conclude by thanking the church for the support and encoursgement
which it has given to those who are fighting for their freedom. Considerable progres has
been made. No one doubts the fact that the coming yesrs will usher in 3 new ers of free
dom. Thess succemes have bsen made pomible becsuse the firm support has goven
mﬂd-ﬂmﬂmﬁumﬂulﬂiuﬁﬁmemmmmhnuimﬂnﬂ
over the forces of oppression. Let me sssure the distinguished representatives gathered
hers that the people of Zambia, under the leadership of His Excellency the Presdent.
DnK,D.lf.mru:h.wil!minﬂ-kfimhluwhuurmthmthm:mjmtfu
all.

Mr. Chairman, it now gives me great pleasure to declare this conference open.




FINAL REPORT

PREAMBLE

1. We the participants in the joint AACC/PCRWCC Consultation on the liberation
struggle in Southem Africa, meeting at Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation Kitwe, Zambia
from 25 — 30 November, 1876, have reviewed the problems confronting the African
Liberation Movements and have asmsemed their priorities in the light of curment develop-
ments in the struggle of the peoples of South Africa, Namibia, and Zimbabwe, against
impenalism, colonialasm and mttler mMinonty rule. We have also assessed the roke of the
church 1o determine what her contribution should be 1o the people’s struggle in South
Africa, Namibia and Zimbsbwe, for self-detsrmination and total independencs.

2. Wa have noted that Southern Africa is a location for the operation of finance capital
from Westarn Europe, the USA, Japan and other countries — that Southern Africa
s part of a chain of & hierarchical set of relationships which maintain the present system
of internatonal sconomic dominatwon.

3.  Wae have aiso observed that the South African regime, through the apartheid system
10 South Africa and the obnoxious settier colonial laws in Namibia; and the Smith regume,
throwgh its illegal minority rule in Zimbabwe, create conditions conducive 10 the operation
of both intemnational and domestic capital, which derve super profits from those systems.
Thess regemas are also commitied to protecting the interests of the local white population
thwough racist laws.

4.  We have axposed the “"Bantustan policy”” of the Vorster regime for what it is, a fraud
calculated to create a labour reserve for the white minority regime. We therefore totally
resect the 30 called independence of the Transker and call upon all progressive forces to
continue 1o OPPOse I MEcCOGNITION &3 & sOver:gn state. .

5. W have notad, that as & resylt of the growing crisis wr* n South Afnca, intemational
irwestors ars demanding the ameliorstion of some apartheid practicss for the long term
survival ol this system of exploitation. These 30 called “concessions” of the Pretoria
regima & in fact concemions 1o this lobby rather than concessions meant to meet the
demands of the oppremed people. .

6. The consultation has expossd the Tumhalle talks as sttempts by the Pretoria regime
to mollity politicsl and diplomatic pressure by the world community and to blunt the
growing nations! conscicusness among the Namibian pecpis. We thersfors opposs any
moves by the.Pretoria regime to grant any pssudo-independence aimed st perpetuating
the 30CK-eCONOMIC Status quo in Namibia.

7. 'We have observed that the dominant factor in the economy of the neighbouring
states is sxternal capital which comes from both South Africa and sbroad. Thus, while
the governments of thess states and their peoples identify themssives with the aspirstions
of the oppressed people and thew struggle for liberation, the condition of dependence
and domination by world economic forces make it difficult for them to give greater
support 1o the national liberation struggle.
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B We have also noted that the style of the imperiaiit strategy of detente has changed
i Southern Africa while 113 obyectives remain the tame We therefore urge the Liberation
Movements to close their ranks 38wt any imperialist manoeuvre calculated 10 sabotage
the legitimate struggles of the peoples of Namitna, South Afrca and Zimbabwe for w!!
determination and total independence

9. We are convinced that the role of the church in pressnt day socwety 1 10 be 8 servant
& was its Lord, and this, 10 our mind, entals being mﬁn and responiive 10 the needs of
men and women most especially thesr asperations and struggles to be free We have
observed the dedwcation of the Liberaton Movernents 10 the Liberation struggie — & struggle
which has caused many of theirmembers 10 endure, years, even decades, of wmpr onment
exile and separation from their homes and loved onet Ther preparedness 10 lay down
their lrves 1n the freedom struggle has been a challenge to al! other Chrighians 1o examine
by contrast their commitment or lack of it 10 the peophe’s struggies

We commend indridual Chratians, congregations, national churches and ecumenica
bodwes which have over the years Lingpute of reactonary and conservatve "Church

opposution) supported the Liberation struggles in Southern Africa and n other parts of
the world, and urge all Christians 10 do hkewise |In thes regard the consultation commends
the recent iniiatives taken by the AACC with the Germany Churched on the gueshion
ol nuclear collaboration and other relalonitips between the Federal Republic of Germany
and the racat Republic of South Atrica

10. We communicate this message «n the 'ervent hope that our findings will lead the
Church — “"The people of God advancing - 10 2 better understanding of and a greater
commitment 10 the hiberaton strugghe

o T v

oo o o

At the officisl opening of the Joint AACC/PCR—WCC consuitation on Southern Africa by
rhe Rt MHon. Elysh Mudends, Prime Mmater of Zamiba.

FoRE WY Bl e camcbkhme TP A admla F.ora s FPemis =l
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C A
THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH IN THE STRUGGLE FOR LIBERATION IN
SOUTHERN AFRICA

A1 PENITENCE — THE FIRST STEP TOWARD LIBERATION

We have been repeatedly reminded of the historic fact that in its past history the church
has constantly sided with the colonial and impenal exploiters of the people, not only in
Africa but eisewhere throughout the world. Often, the church allowed itself to be an
instrument in the colonization process. It failed for 30 long, for example, 10.take a clear
stand against the slave trade. It suppressed African customs and culture, sometimes gven
denouncing them as satanic. When Alfricans were economically exploited, oppressed by
evil racst laws, demed human nights and freedoms, the church was, for the most
part, silent Or a doctrine of submission An African leader recalls this histoncal
fact wn m'wdl

Rebigron, (and especially the Catholc Church) was a powerful factor in
the cultural and human alenation of the Mozambican, designed 10 make
him & docile instrument and obyect of exploitation, and smash any dsplay
of resistance in the name of Christian resignation.

— (Samora Machel, President, Peoples’ Republic of Mozambique).

We belwve that the church cannot be free to participate in the Liberation struggle unless
it admits the sins of s (colonial) past, learns from the lessons of history and then enters
nto dialogue with those who are striving for the liberation of the poor and the oppressed.

The church must, therefore, as a first step toward hiberation, face itself squarely, honestly
and repent its sin of complicity with the forces of oppression and explomation. In this
connection, we commend 1o the churches the Alexandra Confession promuigated by the
All Africa Conference of Churchies.

A2. CHRISTIAN INVOLVEMENT A SIMPLE FACT

Christianity is a rebgion of incarnation which moves and exists among the problems and
sutferings of ordinary people. We are refninded that the struggle for liberation currently
hnimw-pd1'-nSmtt-m!.lﬁuumllimnwmthumm,bulhputuflglnhd
m.Tmmmrmmumihmnﬂﬁith.nﬂﬂmllhmnudhrththv
Spirit 10 interprete this fact. That Christians in Southern Africa are more. and more
wmhﬂnbunumumﬁlﬂmldnmm“;llmﬂh
MM.Hmmhnﬂnmﬂ-ummmﬂuﬂﬂuhm“
ol the struggle.

The participation of Christians in the revolutionary struggle is not merely
mmiﬂtinn;rtullimphlttﬁ.mﬂumillﬂ.hthlpﬂiﬁcﬂ
parties, in the shanty towns, in the university, among the peasants —
wherever revolutionary ferment is at work — thers are Christians,



"
Catholics and Protestants alike, working shoulder to shoulder with other
men. They are found n jail, among the tortured and murdersd, with
the persscuted and exiled. And when some meature of success i scheved
they are there working for the creation of 3 new socwety and & new man ™
fSantisgo Document) -
We Christians gathered here at Mindolo see in this staternent the hope, the aspiration,
the ultimate goal of the liberation struggle namely, the creation, from the ruins of the
liberation struggle and explonation in Southern Africa of a new society and new persons
enjaying their God-given nght to human dgmity.

A3. ROLE OF THE CHURCH
We see the role of the church summansed i follows

KERYGMA: the clear presentation of the doctrine of SALVATION (Liberation) which
entmls declaring God's deterrmined plan that all men should be free

PROPHECY the prophetic mwustry of the church s to cry out loud and clear sgawnst
those npsstices which ahenate men from God and from each other

DIAKONIA: The continuation of the work of Jesus, who 1ook on the role of a servant.
loving and identifyng with the poor For the church a8 for Christ the
entails sell emptying (KENOSIS)

We reject totally, as false and misieadhng, the 1dea that all the above meens that the church
should remain outside of politics. Feeding the hungry, wisiting the imprisoned, defending
the politically sccused and those sutfering for resson of conscence, are part of the Gospel
message. These acts are of the “esse”, the essential berng. of the church. We cannot love
God whom we have not seen, unless we love our brother whom we see every day
{1 John 4). ]

Thﬂﬂ“-unmhhrh@ﬂmmmﬂlrinﬂu-ﬂwimthm.h
oppressed, the exploited. But the church, in order to do this, must be changed from an
instrument of oppression into an instrumant of liberation. How can this be achwved’

Ad. POLITICAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE GLOBAL STRUGGLE

\hhﬂlﬂl’mmdmmuh‘ﬂuﬁhmulﬂm.ﬂlhrhmm
body (church) the visible signs of wesknes. THE SALVATION OF THE CHURCH
LIES IN ITS RESPONDING TO THE CLEAR DEMANDS OF THE GOSPEL. Jews w
his role s presching defiverance 10 captives, bringing the good news to the poor.
Itﬂyﬂ-p-ril.Thﬂurdrhﬂldhvﬁudmduﬂumndudlidmtif-dm
lnked to the rich and the powerful, cannot be God's instrument for liberation. 11 must
first liberate itself from its attachment to weslth, ambition, powers, property, before it
can be God's instrument for liberation. 1t ssivation lies in finding Jesus among the poor
and the oppressed. In doing this, it will be led to identify the oppressor and be freed
from its dependence on the nch.
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In & word, only when the church is prepared to die will it come slive.

AS. OBSTACLES TO LIBERATION

1. In the current struggle for liberation in Southern Africa there are the oppressors
and the oppressed. There is no neutral ground. The leaders of the liberation movements
here at Mindolo have challenged Christians to make Chear to the worid where they stand.
They axpect the church to take an unequivocal stand with the oppressed. As Christians,
we believe that this is the church’s primary role: to stand up for freedom and justics.

2 Fear of the comeaquence of speaking out against injustice or on behalf of the oppres-
sed 15 the major obstacle which prevents the church’s participation in the freedom struggle.
Yot whers the church has the courage 1o take a stand in solidarity with the oppressed,
God has blemed its actions and sometimes crowned it with success. The membens of the
liberation Movements give us Many examples 1o encourage us; scripture gives us many
more. Greatsr love hath no man than this, than a man lay down his life for his friends.
{John 15). Perfect love casts out fear for fear has torment. We believe that God is calling
sll Chnistians to shaks off the paralyus of fear and 10 take their stand with the oppressed.

3. Tha church is often inhibited from action by weak leadership, which detaches itselt
from tha resi needs of the people. Clergy often evade the real issues of the day and neglect
mmﬂmﬂmhmmTMi!:tmﬁmﬂ-ﬂlf:hmﬂ.Th
liberation lesders have constantly stressed the need for the pulpit to be used more fre-
quently to educats the people 1o rise above 3 blind acceplance of injustice, to continue
recognizing their rights & fres perons in society.

4. There should be no fealing of rivalry when the church desls with liberation move-
ments. Member:s of one are most often members of the other. There should not be &
“Them agsinst us™” attitude. Feelings of hostility, estrangement of fear could most easily
be removed if church lesders would engage in effective dialogue with the leaders and
mambers of the libsration groups. Whers such has been sttemptad, feslings of solidarity
ﬂmwwmmnmmmﬂutﬂuﬁmhﬂmmml
church to recogniss that the piople who participate in the liberation movements are part
and parcel of the psople of God.

AS. CO-OPERATION BETWEEN CHURCHES AND LIBERATION MOVEMENTS

HMHMHHMMMMMMMMMWMHH
libsration struggle look 1o the church in the same way as other Christians do.

We list some of the sress where we can comé closer together:-

1. Dislogue — Cheistians and members of the Libsration Movements should be entering
into clossr JisCuUsshon. Mnﬂwmmhm;mﬂhmmhumm-
will continue to exist, snd desdiock will ensue, unles this occurs

2. Thmdumm!m-ﬂnmﬂmmumhvmuﬁrw
rddiﬂimtﬁuhdummh.\hullmmhM.m-ﬂﬂvhﬂmcwhu
well a8 Councils of Churches 10 take the lead hare.
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3. The struggle to hiberate one country s closely linked with the struggle 1o liberate

another. We are part of a global struggie. Part of the Church's tsaching ministry is to
revaal this for the strengthening and sdification of all those involved in the struggle. We
are grateful for what has been schieved i this respect by the PCR-WCC and the AACC.

4. We therefore, call upon all churches, especially those in Southern Africa, to take
practical steps 1o help those involved in the freedom struggle. the freedom fighters them:
sehves, political prisoners, their dependanty, the vicims and refugees of opprestion -

a) hwﬁtﬂ-ﬂiwm;ﬁmmhfﬂmthﬁﬂwﬂ.mmﬂw
of love prompted to offer their Inves for freedom,

bl by opening our hearts in love and fellowship towerds them,
¢l by sharing food, clothing, blankets, medicine stc.,

dl by rnising funds from church budgets for medcal equiprent and
drugs, educational apparatus and textbooks and scholarships,

el by smnsting thewr wounded, their aged, their children and dependants
MTHONG U,

fl by praying lor them, ther leaders and for the fulfiment of the caum
of fresdom.

“Faith without works 5 useles” 30 writes 51, James |1 5 only s the church offers 113
whole sif, totally, urseifishly n the struggle for freedom and for dignity, that it will be
libersted to allow the love of God to bring that reconcilistion based on pustice for which
the whole of humanity = ssgerty swaiting.

B
IMPERIALIST STRATEGY IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

B1. iIn the context of the global nature of the imperialist strategy described above (see
preambis), it becomes crucisl to understand the role of multi-nstional corporations which
operste both in independent Africa and in South Africa, Namibia, and Zimbabwe.

Recognising that there is inadequate material on the subject, the comuitation recommends,
s a matter of priority, that resserch in this sres should be encoursged and supportsd by
the World Counail of Churches, A Africa Conference of Churches, and National Christian
Councils. Other church bodws should taks initistives to ensure thet such resserch is carried
out. They should enlist the support of Universities and other relevent groups and institu-
tions. It is important thet thess netional studies be coordinated 30 as 10 make it possible

- to devise the sppropriste stratsgies to counteract the influence and power of the multi-
netional’ corporstions and advance the African Liberstion struggle.

- B2. The consultation also discussed problems arising out of the flow of migrant worken
from neighbouring countries to South Africa. Whilst welcoming the O.A.U. resolution

—-— - - -
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caling for the states concerned 10 consider concerted action on the min-u, the consul-
tation felt that the National Counaibs of Churches in these countries should also take
steps (0 ensure that the interests of their nanonals working in South Africa are protected.

B3 The subject of tourism was given detailed consideration. The consultation identified
two aspects of this problem That of overseas tourists visiing South Africa and of South
Alncan tounsts visiting neighbouring countries. The consultation welcomed the efforts
of all those n the Western countnes who actively campaign against tourism and white
imimigration to South Afnca The consultation recommends that the All Africa Conference
of Churches and World Council of Churches atter studying the problem of South Alfrican
tounsm 10 Alrican countries should make appropriate rtprtnnurfm to those countries.

B4 The consultation has been acutely aware of the propaganda and dstorted information
disseminated by the enemies ol African Liberation about the nature of that struggle.

It recogrmsed the need lor wider public education about the growing confhict in Southern
Africa in order 10 counteract racist propaganda. The National Christian Councils as well
& indwidual church groups should ytilse and distribute information provided by the
World Council of Churches, All Africa Conference of Churches, the liberation movements
and other groups related 1o the liberatwon struggle.

The Nauonal Chestian Councils should establish closer contacts with these groups in
order 10 play a more eHective role in the hberation of Southern Afnica.

C
HUMANITARIAN PRIORITIES OF THE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS
Cl. We have noted that, with the advance of the just struggle of the people of South
Alnca, Namibwa and Zimbabwe, colonualism and racist minority rule have intensified their
acts of oppresmon, njustice, brutahity and mhumanity against the African population in

thess terntones. As a result, the forces struggling for liberation have been taddled with
problems which are &8 grave a3 they &re NUMEToul.

C2. In the ¢- of Zwmbabwe, we were told that 15,000 to 20,000 persons have been
forced to fles the country and have now taken refuge in Mozambique. Thess thowsands
of men, women and school children come from war zones and other areas of Zimbabwe.

C3. In the case of Namibia, since Jure 1874, thousands of Namibians have been forced
to fiee to Zambia, Botswana and Angola. Minstering to the needs of these people 5 a
further problem which has been lard at the door of the liberation movement in that
country, the South West Africa Peoples Organisation (SWAPQ). -

C4. With regard to South Afnca itself, the liberation forces of that country (The African
Natonal Congress and the Pan-Africanist Congress] have both been saddled with the
grave problem of renabilitating and re-settling the thousands of students who have been
forced to leave the country following the national uprisings which, since June of 1976,
have enguifed sll of South Africa



‘'C5 The Church in Africa snd sbroad, as the Movement of the people of God, cannot
but be deeply aggrieved by the seversl acts of inhumanity bewng perpetrated sgainst God's
people in South Africa, in Namibia and in Zimbabwe, The church finds the racist and
minority settler regimes in these territones guilty of monstrous crimes agamst the African
peaple. In order that the church may not be ssen to be sharing in this guilt and these
" crimes, it must mobilize its resources and the resources of its members and related orgen
isations in onder 10 render material assistance to the peoples struggling sgeinst racrsm,
m-ﬂmhmmwmmmmnm

C6. It s ageinst this beckground that the consuitation has ehicited from representatrves
of the African Liberstion Movermnents, a listing of their urgent needs. This listing thould
now enabe the World Council of Churches, the All Afrnca Conference of Churches and
their member bodies 1o mobilize resources »n response to these needs

C7. The urgent needs of the people of ZIMBABWE were summanzed & follows

al Sheher = this problemn has been sggravated by the comstant
movernent of sttlements in order to escape enemy
bombings snd amed rasds

bl Food -  mgan, wttiement mobiity and the extreme chi
fhculty it poses for crop cultrvation and producton
has caursed severe ood sthortages among the propile

¢}  Clothing - A mibstantuisl contmbution, both n funds and
cdothes, i1 rneeded to help allevate thri problem

d) Hesith —  financial sssistance is needed 10 purchase medscines
and drugs.

el Educatron -  there s an urgent need lor educational matenal to

st 0 meeting the sducstional requwrements of
hundreds of school children. Scholarships are a0
needed 30 that some Zinbabweasns can purmse
tachnical trasning.

1}  Fwnancs =  the Zimbabwe liberstion forces require furds for
vanous stage of adminestration.

C8. The urgent neads of the people of SOUTH AFRICA were summarizred by the Afrcan
Nationsl Congress as follows: - -

a) Food, clothing and medicines.

bl Housing = funds to meet this requirement may be sent throwgh
- the AACC.

c)] Eduvcation - funds sm reeded to faciltate the sducational
requirements of South African students who were
forced to flee to Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland.

E T T ——
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Most of these students have yet complete their
primary and secondary education. A number with
their post-secondary education in Africa and abroad.
Most of these students have yet completed their
post secondary education in Africa and abroad

C9. The Pan Africanist Congress summanzed the needs of the people of SOUTH AFRICA

o follows - .

bl

cl

d)

el

Transportation = the P.AC. needs funds to transport 350 South

Health

Food
Shelter

Educatwon

Afncan students lrom Swaznland 1o Tanzana

funds are needed lor the purchase of medicines
and drugs.

contnbuton of canned or any other food 15 needed.

contnbution of funds 1o pay rentals are urgently
needed.

funds are needed 1o meet the educational require-
ments of secondary school students. Scholarships
for students pursuwng postsecondary education
are a0 required.

C10 The corsultation recognied that in the post-Soweto situation, there 13 an acute and
conunuing increase in the number of persons in South Africa who are victimised,
detained and tried for thewr ressiance to apartheid is well a3 those who become refugees
and exiles in nesghbouring countnes. The consultation urges the AACC and the WCC 10
ook wto thi problem (0 ensure that the needs of these people — moval, spiritual, legal

and materal are adequately mat.

C11. The represntatrive of the South West Afrca Peoples Organaation (SWAPQO) sum:
marized the urgent needs of the NAMIBIAN PEDPLE as follows.-

a)

bi

Food

Health

a a2 result of re-settling the Namibuan people in
Zambia, cultivation and production of foodstuffs
were made impossible. There 13 therefore a des
perate shortage of food. In Angola where there are
more than 5000 Namibians who fled the country
because of repression, the shortage of food 1o feed
these people is also a by problem. Urgent contn-
butions in the form of money or actual food (canned
or 1n other forms| are needed.

funds are needed for the purchasing of drugs and
and medicines.
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¢} Clothing — the huge influx of men, women and children ha
created the problem of nadequate clothing for
these people.

dl Education — (1] Aduhs sre being trained w certan skills to
imvolve themn in production. Fmancial sssntance
is needed to purchase needles, cotton and sewing
machines.

(2] Financial sssistance o meeded 10 purcham
educationsl materal and statronery.

el Finance —  funds are urgently needed to support the intermal
wing of SWAPQO which ntends to launch a cam
pasgn agamnst the fraudulent Turmhalle Talki at
Wndhoek .

C12. Such, i brief, comtitute the urgent requirements of the African Liberatwon
Movements in Zimbabwe, in Namibia and m South Afrca The consultstron on
Southem Africa fully endorses these requests and commends them to the churches for
their urgent attention and action. '

Finally, the conmultation salutes and pledges 113 uncondilional support 1o the Alncan
Liberation Movements in their just struggle aganst imperalmm, colonisiam, racsm and
settler minority rule. We aso hail those indrnduals £nd groups who are strugghing for the
total liberation in Africa.

A LUTA CONTINUA
A VICTORY E CERTA,



CLOSING ADDRESS OF THE SOUTHERN AFRICA CONSULTATION HELD AT
MINDOLO ECUMENICAL CENTRE, KITWE, AT 12.00 HOURS, ON 30th NOVEMBER
1976, BY MR. MARTIN M. KAUNDA, CHAIRMAN
CHRISTIAN COUNCIL OF ZAMBIA

MR. CHAIRMAN
DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.

| am highly honoured to have been given the opportunity of closing this important con-
sultstion on Southern Afnica. The collapse of the Portuguese empire last year has now
brought the liberation movements face 10 face with the minonty white regimes of
Rhodesia and South Alfrica, and the illegal rulers of Namibia. As the Hon. Prima Ministar
noted when he opened this consultation, you have been meeting here during a crucial
period in the hatory of Southern Africa Your deliberations and decisions are awaited by
ut 3l with bated breath. Wnrunmhwmd!hunpmmmnw to good effect, and not
wasted it on bickerings and mare verbosity.

Ws in Zamba are glad that the consultation met here at the Mindoko Ecumenical Centre.
Mindolo, sinca its inception in 1958 has catered 1o all manner of meetings, both secular
and relgious; but you will agree with me that this consultation has been a real high-light
in Mindolo’s history. | wish, on behalf of the Christian Council 1o thank the Director and
staft of Mindolo for hosting this consultation. We realize that Mindolo has been going .
through a financisl and stalf crisis which have left thewr mark on what they are able to
offer in the way of better sccommodation, food, and even water. | 'trust that these matters
have not n any way dimmed your enthusissm for what you had to do. We have foith that
Mindoko will grow from strength to strength and that, with the buikding of the muld-
purpcse hall and a water .reticulstion unit they will continue to offer better facilities to
future conferences and consultations.

The Christian Council of Zambia fesls highly honoured 1o have been associated with the
mounting of this consultation, and Aev. Mwenda, its General Secretary, has had to act
= the Chairman of the Consultation in the sbsence of Mr. Bola Ige from Nigeria. This
has been our only humble contribution; but special thanks go to AACC who have sent
HmtSmmPHﬂdeudinySﬁutnwwmthdwm-dnmnthﬂr
ultation. Sp-:ulthuundunmtr-nfmﬂlmm rummnni'ﬂutmhm

mmmmlmﬂmnﬂﬁmﬂnmmmﬂ-thﬂm
from seversl countries in Southem Africa and from Liberation Movements. It is regrettad
that delegates from South Africa itself were not aliowed to travel to Mindolo: and the
Geneva Conference has siso reduced considerably the repressntation from the Liberation
Movements in Rhodesis. Yet the Consultation has been fully representative of sll the
various orpanizations invotved in the Liberation struggle from outside Southerri Africa.
In this context, this consultation is fully able 1o spesk for the people of Southern Africa.
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The participants have listened to 3ome excelient addressss by knowledgesble persors in
ﬂmpﬁmnw.mmmum-ﬂmh
liberation movernents themmives. Them addresses have st the tone for your committee
work out of which have come the resolutions that you now want to put to the sponson

as well 35 to the Christian community in the world and in Southern Africa in particulesr.
We with to thank the spesiers for thew contribution.

You have forcefully snd with scriptursl evidence, srgued for a mors dynamic role by the
Church in support of liberstion moverments and what they e doing. You heve shown
that the majority of liberation movement workers are committed Christisns and as in-
tene loyslists a3 any in Southern Africa, and that, therefore, their work must be taken
seriously by the Churches. You mse the role of the Church ss sshvation (liberstion of sl
men and, removal of all injustices) and the offering of srvice by identitying, as our Lord
Jesus Christ did, with the poor, the oppressed and the meek. You wish to see the Churches
in Southern Africa take practical steps to heip all thoss involved in the fresdom struggle,
the fresdom fighters themseives, politicel prisoners their depsndents, the victims and
refugees of oppresion. All this is in line with the tone of the new Testament theology.

Finslty. you cail on all men of goodwill to help the liberation struggle with its priorities
finance, sducstion, health, clothing. food. Lt it be noted that nowhers do you ask for
guns and tanks and missiles, 8 many misguided critics will often emphasize and helping
the victims of apartheid, imperialism, racism snd colonialism. You want to work clossly
with nations! Christian Councils in disbursing this sid; and you are fully committed to
the belief that srms snd ammunition, while necessary are not the smencs of liberstion. it
is & people’s mpirit thet matters. The exampis of South Vistnam comes o mind. All the
bombs and sophisticated weaponry did not win the war for the United States of America
in Vietnem. Equally, sll the psraphemalia of war which the racist regimes are sccumuy-
ting in Southem Africa cannot prevent them from being finally subdued by the black
people of Southern Africa It is the indomitable spirit of our people 10 fight oppression,
their ssgemens to 3 justics preveil, and the righteous cause they sspouss which will in
the end gein them the fresdom of Southem Africa from the rapecious whits minorities
In the end right will triumph over might. For this resson, | wish to urge sl participants to
continue the struggle; | want to sppesl w0 the Churches to work more smsiducusty on
behelf of the lberation struggie; and | appesl to all benevolent persons sverywhers to
pive fresly to this worthy and righwous cause. | send you home with the preyer thet you
should continue to ssek divine guidence and God's rightsousness, and | am certain that
your prayers will be snswersd. | hops thet your pressnce #t this Consultation has given
you new hops and established new friendships. May this new found unity flourish snd
best good fruit

A3 for U3 in Zambia, we will shways continue our commitment to the berstion struggie
from » humanitarian stand. It may interest you 1o learn that our individusl involement
in South Africa’s struggle begen long ago. 20 years ago | led a delegetion t0 8 NUSAS
WHMTMMHEFMH-!MMHFWHIW-
At thet time we saw this as the way to fight mcism, but who would heve guessed then
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that Malsn would win the elactions a yesr lster and to unieash the vicious apartheid
system in South Africa which we are discussing at this consultation ?

Ancother Zambian joined the Youth league movement early in the fifties whilst at Fort
Hare. He was 30 committed to it that the racst South African reggme terminated his
sudies and axpelled him back to Zambis. That was Mr. Sikota Wina, fiery politician and
ong of the architects of our own independencs.

| am cartain that there are many other Zambians who 100k a3 active an interest in South-
s Afncan politics because we were brought up in a comparative freedom and we wanted
to share it with our fine comrades 1n the South. 50, &8 | close this consultation | am
corscious of our own continuing duty to the freedom fighter movernent; and | would
urgs ouwr Nationsl Christian Councils in thess parts to double our efforts on behalf of the
liberation movermant. . '

As for the libsration movement representatives, my only parting word is to caution against
‘pensonal ambition and to sppesl for unity among them in their work. The freedom
fightsr B8 not a rich man; he must work tirelessly, often for no pay in order to help others
worse off than humsel!. Let us hope that we have leamt our lesson and that we will work
tor 8 unifed command in all the remaining countres in Southern Africa.

We have snjoyed having you all in Kitwe and Zamba. May you retum 10 your various
siations in life with renewed vigour and determmation to restore liberty, justice and
independencs 10 Southern Afnca.

God bless you all.
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THE GENERAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA
{Presented by H-Afrmﬂnwm of South Africa.)

The ANC wishes ta commend the joint effort of the World Council of Churches (WCC)
and the All Africs Conference of Churches (AACC) together with the Zambisn Christian
Council in sporsoring a Consuttation Conference betwesn Church lsaders and the Africen
Liberation Movements with the aim of sesking new and more practicsl weys of sxpresing
hmﬂmmmmmmmmmhmmwnnﬂum
freedom, seif-determination and development. '

This initiative is logical in thet the Church, which stands for equality of all men befors
God, cannot stand aside where policies are practised which violate the basic tsnets of the
riﬂtunlnﬂmW-Mﬁhﬂvmﬂthmmmhhm.ﬂﬁuf

But this Consultation i rendersd more crucial since it takes place st 8 particularly .
portant period which reflects qualitative changes in the conflict in Southemn Africa
ht-ﬂnﬂ-fmnfLi:rninn-ﬂmmmmm'dutﬁmiutm

Since April 1974, the month and yesr which signified the toltal collapm of Portuguese
colonialism in Alrica and the defest of fascism in Portugel itset!, events of excessive
importance for the entire African Continent have unfolded in Southemn Africa Of parti
cular historic importance were the birth of the People’s Republics of Mozambigque and
_Anﬂlulmltﬂpmmw.mmuinpulittﬂmnimimufdu
people.

These victories have served W inspire other oppressed people n Southern Africs in
Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa, 1o even grester determnation and resdiness to
' struggle for their total emancipation from the colonal and racist oppression and exploit
ation. -

"The events which were sparked off by the brutsl massacre of demonstrating school
children on the 16th of June in Soweto have brought to the surface the crisis facing the
Pretoris regime. The fermant of an uprising now sweeping throughout South Africa has
been building up over the yessrs as # result of political orgenisation by the ANC and the
various forces within the Black comciousnes movement

. Despite the ban on the ANC and PAC, the people had svotved new orpanmational methods
which made it possible for them 1o undertake actions which are in effect illegal in terms
of the massive draconian laws chumed out by the all white parliament.

The socio-economic position of the oppressed, toiling masses has been steadily detenorat
ing 83 8 result of inflstion, incressing cost of living, particularly the increase in price of the
most esential goods has hit the Africans hardest. It is estimated that siready there are
2 million unemployed African workers in a isbour force of 7 milkon. These increasng
internal strains in the South African apartheid society wers impounded by the shattering
psychological effect of the humiliating defest of the South African srmy at the hands
of the M.P.LA. |
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Thus when the people’s resistance came 1o the surface in the form of the students revolt
the fascist South African regime acted swittly and brutally, hoping 1o nip an imminent
wprising in the bud. It is not possible m the space of this brief paper to cover the grue-
some detsils of the criches of the racist white minority regime in our country since the
first shots were fired by the regme’s armed thugs against demonstrating children from
the 16th of June to thrs present day.

The regeme itself 15 enforcing a verl of secrecy over these developments through the arrest
and wnumsdation of those of the public news media whom it feared would reveal to the
whole worid the true state of atfairs. To date, no less than 18 members of the Black Union
of Journalists have been detained Despite these attempts, it has however been possible
to sscartawn that on the very hirst day of the upheaval, from 300 upwards of our people
were mercilenly mowed down in Soweto alone.

It would be fair 1o estimate that two thousand and more have been murdered to date in
the streets of the Black Ghettoes, where the people joined in heroic but unegual battles
againat the armed forces of the bestial aparthesd regime. It 13 now known that the mem-
bars of the Transker puppet army have jomned the racst n indiscriminate murder of
schoo! childrm and adults 1n Soweto and other major urban areas.

Thousands have been inyured, most of them permanently maimed, and umumr.h more
have been arbetranily arresied and detained. The majority of those who were thot dead
had wounds in their backs.

it is now 3 common leature of the current utuation that the pohce stations have been
tumed into horror chambers from which the moamns of those who are being tortured to
death are haard nght through the day. Reports of murder of detained vicums is almost a
daily occurance. Thus we witness in South Alfrica today the devélopment of a utuation
whose horific dmensions will have a lasting impact on future political developments in
owr country. It has become evident 1o wide sections of our people that the profound crisis
which confronts South Africa woll not be resoived until the total destruction of the present
system which, long before the eruption of the June 16th events, had clearly become 30
unpopulsr that, o mantain it, the regume had 10 resort 1o open violkence and terror against
the people.

Al the begenning of tUhe current mass revolt in June, the regime of terror mobilised its
spacislly trainged Anti Urban guernilla warfare squads armed 10 the teeth with weapons
supghed by the NATO countries and [wrael.

This show of force against unarmed schoolchikdren whose ages ranged from B 10 16 yeans
wid intended B8 a means of mas ntimidation of the oppressed population against any
further acts of reustance. |t was further intended (o demonstrate 10 the white minority
section of the population that the humihatuing experence of the Angola defeat shall not
be repeated

Tha results were however the opposile of what was intended: -
(a) The mvoilt has spread from Soweto to many parts of the country invol-
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. Revolutionsry sohdanty within the sntire Black community has grown. African,
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unity during the street batties that have srupted n many perts of our country.
The regime’s attempts 1O disunite the black community by fanning mistrust and
suspicion. have feiled. Instesd even 3ome whites are beginning to dentify and
support the legitimacy of our struggle. Thit s quite distinct from the curmmt
attempts to unite the various white OpPONILION Qroups to strive for reforma which
will serve 10 cool the people’s anger but lesve the besic aparthesd structure intact.

Of tremendous sgnificance are the political strike sctions by Bleck workers n
many important industrial and commercial centres of South Alrics. Them were
undertaken 10 demonstrate the workers solidarity with the other revohstionsry
sctions of the population &3 well as to promote the workers' struggle for their
specific workers' demands.

The revolutionary actions of the black working class have taken the curment
situation 10 the bosrd-rooms of the varous multi-nationsl corpocations. They are
mlwﬂﬂmnﬂupﬂﬁﬁwﬂﬂumhﬂHMm
nomic crisis facing the entire country.

The current onmes of the aparthewd regime have hi the conscaence of the worlkd
full in the faca, resulting in yet larger sscbons of the worid COmMmunity Joining
the efforts of the people to further isolate the aparthed regume. This was reflect
od in the unanimous resolution adopted by the 13th Sesson of the QAU memmit
ﬂlﬂhhnnﬂnﬁ"mmmﬂ.m-ﬂ military ssrstance
mhLimnmmuufhmnfm.mmﬂmtnmu the armad

_ struggle for the seizure of power by the people.

Dear friends,

We must constantly hﬂmmmmmvwﬂnuﬁmmhmmn‘ﬂ-ﬂmm
strength and inspiration for the perpetustion of its terroritic rule bacause of the scono-
mic, military and political support from the countries of Western Europe, North Amenca
and Japan.

It is also clesr 10 us that another group of countries it being sctivated to act # conduits
and fronts for the beg imperialist powers. We refer 10 countries such as lwrael, Argenting,
Uruguey, Tawan and Iran. Imperialist strategy with regard to South Africa remains ur
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changed from what it has been over the yesrs. It sull sims to strengthen the criminal
spartheid regime, to enable it to protect the joint interests of the multi-national
corporations which have invested in snd are trading with South Africa.

While imperislism has thess intsrests in South Africa, while it preconditions its own
survivel of the white minority regime, the confrontation between the African Nstional
Congrems and the struggiing people of our country on the ons hand, and the forces of
impenislism led by the United States on the other, cannot but gat sharper.

For, & strategy for the strengthening of the criminal apartheid regime is simultansously
s strategy for the destruction of the forces within South Africa, that seek to bring about a
genuinely popular change. The same sense is conveyed in. stataments made by represent:

_stives of the US. government that s non-radical and peaceful solution to the South

African question must, in the long term, be found. Well, ket them go and tell that to the
desd, the dying and the detsined in South Africs.

Dear frends,

On the 26th of October the Vorster regime went through the motions of granting
“independence” 10 the Transkei. The flag of the fascist Republic of South Africa was
replaced by that of the Tramkei. The Vorster regime continues to pretend that its
Bantusisn programme represents & watisfactory response to the struggle of our people for
liberstion. In this regard we would like to state a few fundmentasl pointyL

The Bantustan programme was decided upon, wlely snd exclusively, by the white
minority regime. The African National Congress snd the vast rmajority of our people
rejected this programme very firmly and unequivocally st its very inception. We con-
tinue o repect it and this includes the majority of the people within the Trambkei itseif.

. We stats now, 83 we stated then, that sn incontrovertible part of the demands of our

people s that there shall be one united and democratic South Africa.

Contrary to the motions curmently expreised in certain circles that the revolutionasry
sirugple of our people sims st reforming spartheid, the aspirstions of our people will only
be satisfied by radicsl politicsl economic, social and cultursl transformation of the
present-day South African Society.

In conchion we wish to appeal to the African and intemational church community to
broaden the solidsrity movement with the struggle of our people and condemn the
crimes of the apartheid regime against the oppremed people of South Africs.

More important still, they should mobilise incressed support for the African National
mnimiummtnmhMMu{wrw
We need sn emergency fund to cope up with the growing number of young people,

particularty students, who have been forced to leave South Africa to escape persecution
and to find better educstional facilities sbsrwhere.

LET THE CHURCHES JOIN WITH US AND MEET THIS CHALLENGE.

—————— s —pr———



25

e

APARTHEID AND THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE TRANSKEI
| 8y E.L. NTLOEDIBE

(Member of the Central Commuttes of the Pan Afncanist Congress of Azana (PAC) and
Adminstrative Secretary of its External Mrsion)

Those Iitthe toattersd dots of and and eroded land surtace on the South African map have
been known, from time immemonal, as part of the land of the black man on the black
continent and formed an indivisible part of its southern extremity. In 1913 they were
carved ‘out as 'scheduled native sreas’ in the official language of the white colonial
suthority that British imperialism imposed upon the African people of the country. In
actusl fact they were carved out as native labour reserves, native dormitories il they like,
and remain s0 to this day.

In 1948, however, the Nationalist Party ked by Dr. D.F. Malan won the while general

glection on the polincal platform temitoraily segregating the people Inwing in that
country on the basis of the colour of thesr skins. In 1950 the racit govemment ordered
a team of white racits under the command of one Frederik Tomhinson 10 draw up & plan
whereby the natise dormitores-could be grven & new effective posture bs black National
‘hometands’ to get the government out of the dilemma in which it found itself a5 a result
of its electoral promises.

We understand that Mr. Johannes Strydom, who became Prime Minster upon Dr Malan’s
retirerment, conceived of the ides. 1t may be recalled that as Prime Minister, Mr Strydom
explained why this had to be- done. He told the racst parliament in 1955 that
‘the white man could retasin his lesdership of South Africa only by white domination
*The only way the Europsens can maintain domination is by withholding the vote from
the Non-Europsens. ™ Strydom pointad out that under the existing Laws it was \mpomible
for the ‘natives’ through merit of any other means, 1o get the governmaent of the country
into their hands; *the whita man is bass (master] by wiug of the franchess in het hends.”
It ook five years of hard work and-geventssn volumes of words, figures and maps 10
manufacture the ugly commodity thay now call prulti-nationalsm. |t wes 10 Lake another
?1mtnpmnmhmmm,mmm-ﬁm-ﬂlm
mmmmﬁmﬂtbh.ﬂﬂmmmnﬁmnwh}nﬂ
scale. The count-down has now started on a grand cals. We understand the first crown
Mnihmﬁﬁnmmﬂhmmmhdm on October
26, 1976. (Transksi became independent on this 2xs. Ed)

Outside of vaudeville and pantomime the world will ssidom have been trested to such
comic sntertainment in serious pretence as the rulen of racist South Africs plan to do
But for the tragedy of its aftermath we should by looking forward o the coming event
wimnﬁrmtulmﬁ:ipaﬁm.mmﬂitﬂnldmulmnnultm
greatest conoermn 10 us. The whites in South Africa have always been scared by the pros
pn:lnllmuduﬂpnpuuﬁmmimhMFrﬂﬂmehmmdﬁ:lmdmi
recent intervigw how they examined this mattar in gree| detail and built ssversl sateguards
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mto the plan 1o preserve white domination in South Africa. The coming Transkei
“independence’’ 13 such a saleguard for white domination and local and forexgn exploita-
ton of the black people of Azania.

The position af the hiberation movemnent of our people has held amdd continues to hold an
unequvocal stand on this issue. The 1949 programme of action stated categorcally that
it understood the polincal phrase of national independence 1o mean fresdom from white
domination within thé principle ol seif determination as it applhies 1o all peoples through-
out the world It bas however Deen repeated many Umes since that our strategy
of hberation s based upon the demolition of tne colomal structures that were forcefully
and brutally buill up over the past four centunies and not only upon the local peculanity
ol white racism or apartheid

it 13 the conudered opinion of our organisation that the siogan APARTHEID does not

fully or adequately define the political situation n racist South Africa or the athitudes

and objectives pl the oppressed and exploited people in that country

The struggle our peopile are waging today 15 for National Liberation and self determination.
That struggle did not start in 1948 when the present government got into power. The
Natwonal upriungs that started «n SOWETO on June, 16, 1976 are a continuation of the
patterns of struggle set up during the wars of resistance, until the military power of our
people was broken in the latter half of the 19h century. 1115 the struggle that the youth
of our land called upon the people 1o resume in 1949 and the struggle that made a violent
outburst in the early uxtwes. There are two aspects to the colonial structures that need
demolition 1 our country, the racist and the liberal factions which are difterent sides of
the same con. The declogcal foundation of the racist aspect is that when Jan
van Riebeeck and his band of Dutch East India Company employees set anchor on the
soil of South Afnica they found a glonously vast and open. land which was largely in
habited by small wandering tribes of Bushmen and Hottentots and countless herd of wild
sumals. The Dutch peacefully settied on land that belonged to nobody but the wild
animals and wanderning tribes that were here today and gone tomorrow. The small settle-
ment grew into & colony which the Dutch ceded to the British. On the eastern frontiers
of that colony a clash of interests arose between Liny white settlements and “'a wave of
black men which had come rolling down from the north along a wide coastal belt”. This
rsuited n a2 senes of “Katfir wars™” but peace was eventually established and White and
black began to settie down 1o lving peacefully ude by side on the promised land. In
course of time the pesaceful settlements 10 establshed became the Union of South Africa
(Report No 13 of 1970 of the Human Sciences Research Counce of the Department of
Education]. ’

The State information department tells us that in 1960 the whites in the Union of South
Alrica, by way of a referendum, decwded to adopt a reputthican form of constitution and,
n 1961, discarded the last . unstitutional link with the British Crown and became the
Republic of South Africa. The whites of South Alrica, by the latter action, relinquished the
ternitory, which had been scheduled tor incorporation into the Unwon of Soutn Africa and
thus aliowed the people concerned to become independent as the states of Botswana,
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Lesotho and Swaziland. The present government 13 willing, once more [0 abandon clam
to more of such land 1o grve pohitical independence 1o several ethric NatioM 10 vanous
parts of the country. This pattern of political development leads to a Mowaxc of biack and
whitle peoples wnth separate national wdentites which will be practically pohtically inde
pendent butl economically interdependent, a principle that s une qua non to the polcy
of separate development This 15 the deology of racrem and racral discnminaton

The government of the Umion of South Africa inhented British colonial authonity throwugh
the colomal mechamism of “"Natve polcy ™™ 1n 1910, In hs memocandum for the umifica
tion of the British colonwes in South Alrnca the colonal Secretary, Lord Selborne, ponted
out that “Natrve policy™ in the National scheme of things was a question of the labour of
the natives, which would only be wtiled wath fmality by the whole country in a parhia
ment in which all interests and all sectrons of white socety were represented. In setthng )
the labour guestion parhament would have 10 take into account that 1t was not enough
for sn irvestor 1o Teel that labour wis available in large quantibes. He must have the
assurance that the labour would continue 10 be gvalable until hrs money had been repad

him with mnterest.

The Selbome memorandum pointed out further that “Native pohicy was the adminr
trative mechanism for disaliowing instabiity and uncerianty of labour and Quaranteeing
its abundant availabihity 1n a5 wide 3 termilory & posuble a1 every grven moment in hrstory
The provision had 10 be embodied in the laws ol the country which stood &3 mechanism
ta define and enforce the relations of every indrredual 1n soceety 1o all others and pres
cribed the rules for carryng out business and commerce, which depended upon The
knowledge, apphication and manipulation of those rules '

The making of those laws and thes inierpretation and enforcement must be in the custody
of those whose business interests were parsmount and at whose wstigaton they were
made. That function could not be entrusted 10 anyone else Business could not be allowed
1o rest on shifting ends or 10 incline more 1o speculation than enlerprise. Thrs 13 the
ideology of liberal colonalism. In equal measure the two colonial factons contnbuted
towards the establishment of racal discnmination in the country. The one from 3
religious point of view and the other from a cuttural pomnt of new.

Religious sanction was employed 1o divide men into chostians and pagans who thus
belonged to two different stations in life, 8 superior and an inferior one, and wrspired the
vuigar pofitical slogan that there could be no equality, in church or state between the
white master and the black servant. Pretence 10 & supenor culture nspired the practice
uld:puliﬂﬂ#mﬂ#thﬂﬂmmw-hnhmnﬁhnhﬂmhdmﬂtm
vote to which only their white overlonds were eligible. In order to demolish the colonial
strogtures moulded sround these discriminatory practices it is futile to concentrate oul
attention and energies upon the structures built by the present regime while leaving oul
the foundations upon which they were built, or allowing them to continue to serve their
protected purposes.

However since ﬂtmhllﬁuwmmmﬂiﬂudu:mmuf native
policy and since native policy was & mechanism of the exploitation of cheap biack labour,
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we have 10 examing the structural nature of the coming ethmic independence.

The Tramskei, a3 a subject of international law does not exist. As a new “state’ it will be
a monstrosity. It will not be able 1o succeed 10 any treaties since nobody has so far
undertaken 10 recognise it. The OAU and the UN. have unanimously resolved not to
recogrise it or have anything to do with it. Without external recognition it will have no
contractual capacity to promaote itself into an international personality.

The ethnic ““state’” will only be subject 10 treaties contracted in its name by the South
Alrican racist reqime, either in the form of consular or commercial treaties. In fact the
investment agreements which its leaders have 3o far signed have been done in the name of
either the Bantu Development Corporation or the Xhoia Development Corporation both
of which are South Afrcan state corporanions. It will be recalled that advertisements
i ing cagtal investment in the Bantustans were uigned by the sthnic leaders in the name
ol the South Afncan Trust Company headed by Jan Marais who 13 chairman of the South
Afnca Foundation. What, we may ask, will its “independent sovereignty amount 1o/
Whose political slogans will it express? :

According 10 the Bantu Homeland policy, Citizenship 13 automatically imposed upon all
Alncans and covers those born and yet 1o be born. These include all those who Irve in the

ethnic “homelands” 1n the first place and all others wherever they may be who speak the
enguage of the tribe or any dialect of it, or who may be associated with the tribe by virtue
of their cultural or racial background or are related 10 any person «n the tribe. There has
been a ragung coOntroversy between Lhe racist and ethn governments on this ssue.

According 1o the STATUS OF THE TRANSKEI BILL introduced in the racist parliement
“all Xhosa speaking blacks living in South Alrica who are not citizens of any other home:
land Of any other blacks connected however remotely with the Transke:, are 10 become
automatc citizens of the Transke: after independence *° The present Transke: constitution
has besn smended to make citizenship optonal for those Xhosa speaking blacks who live
outude the Transke:.

Bantu Affairs Minister Batha has threatened that, «f after \ndependence a Bantu homeland
deprived 113 people living in South Afrca of thewr automatic citizenshp or refused to grant
it 10 them, the racist government will be lprced to conuider serously whether people from
such a homeland are welcome to be 1n, or to come 1o white South Africa. In so far as the
people themsehves are concerned Botha sawd that South Africa would close its borders 10
blacks lrom the Transker who have not taken out homeland citizenship,

On the other hand the racst government would make homeland citizenship “especially
meaningful” to those who voluntanly or enthusiastically took up homeland citiZenship.
Preference could be given to them in regard 10 avilable jobs; they will be protected by
conditions of service prowded with housing, have dependents Inve with them in the towns
and cilwes in cevian circumstances, allow them greater freedom of movement within the
white areas; preference will be given to them for facilities such as hospitals, schools, sports
and transport. They will not be declared “alens” and will be (avoured abowve “'Bantu
people from Lhose Alrican states that are not lormer homelands.

That is one aspect of the question of citizenship. The fact that “homeland™ citizenship
will be sutomatically imposed upon these people regardiess of their will amounts 1o
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deprivation of their South Alfrcan citizenship “"They shall cease 10 be South Alrncan
citizens’”". In other words they lose thear natural birthrght purely on grounds ol ther
ethrnic or racial ongn without thewr coment. Thn % a violation ol Tundamental inter
national law and the unversal prnciples of prstice and morality The 5 indeed “an
objectionable and atrocious law’’, whose mam purpose 15~ the removal of black polihcal
apirgtions from the ‘white’ polincal arena,” much 33 the “High Cnu_ri o+ Parhiament™
and other legislation was enacted 10 remove the "Coloureds™ from the common electoral
roll in the Cape Province not so long ago. Nazrsm i on the rampage n thal country

Furthermore by ity artutrary deprivation of citeenshp the ethruc “independence ” of the
Transkei will be 8 violation of the rght of self determination for the people concermed
Their political will shall have been nullified and uince the people will not e able to
exercise their external soveregnty by wirtue of the fact that they will not become an
intermational persanality and will therefore not succeed 1o of coniract any treatves except
with racist South Africa, it is clesr that treatres will continue 10 be contracied on thew
behalf by the South Afrcan government and that uituatvon will be mcompatible with the
soversgnty of the new “aiate”

Racist South Alnca will, as a result, continue 10 explost the people all the more, having,
by this fraud of sell-determination, broken thew resstance backbone and lelt them paraly
sed and lifeless Johannes Vorster was once reported & sayng That it might be a good rdea
to give the Bantustans independence 30 & 10 lorce thew Citizens 10 work 3 ot harder for
the whites 1o avoud being sent back home . We do not think that any mamber stases of the
mnternational community woukd conscously commil any sectwon of the people of Azama
10 such a hazardous destiny. Nor do we belseve that the people themsetves will voluntanily
subpect themsetves 10 such an eventuahitly and that i why, 1tarting from June 16, 1976,
they are up in arms. Any recognition of the ethns wndependence ol the Trantke: will be
a calculated wsult to the National soveregnty of our people

We will never concade that rght

The real issue, with regard 10 the ethnic independence of the Trarske:, shorn of 113 racial,
moral, emotional and even sectanan trappings. 5 whether or not racist South Africa has
the SOVEREIGN RIGHT 1o do what it has done wn the case of the Tranmiker and pro
poses 10 do n the case of the other ethne groups including what 1t calis Coloureds and
Indians. The wgument 4 nol, therelore, whether or not ethnic independence 15 True
independence or genuine decolonization. it 15 not whether or not aparthed o ocial
discrimination 15 nghl of wrong, moral of wnmoral.

The Blagk people n Azanva have comanstently and continously dened that racrst South
Africa has any sovereign nghts in that country. Their liberation movements have main
tained that position and upheld that national mandate down the centuries. The peace
loving peoples of the world, directly as an act of solwdarity with our people and indirectly
in pursuance of thew own struggles, have upheid that cuntention. The international
community, through the General Assembly of the United Nations, has resolved that the
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i« 13 illegitimate and has no nght 1o represent the people of
liberation movements are the authenlic representatives of
f the people of South Alrica

racist regume n South [Afr
South Afnca that the gan
the overwhelming majpor

Diwehard Position

It 11 only the racrits in South Afnca and the tribalists in the Bantustans that pretend 1o
any nght on the part of racit South Alnica to do what they have set themselves 1o do.
This 13 the position which has been held by the diehard Dutch descendants, down ﬂ
centunes, 1n thewr struggle against what they called British jingoism and this i3 why they
decwded 10 call themsetves Africams — AFRIKANDERS — AFRIKANERS - to justify
their better clasm in comparnison with that of the Britgh,

Thes s quite manifest in the “"Manitesto of the Emigrant Farmers” publmhed in the
Grahamstown Journal on Febvuary 2. 1837, in which they state: “"We quit this colony
under the full assurance that the English government has nothing more to reguire of us
and will allow us 1o govern ourselves without i3 interference in the future ™ Ths was
revlerated wn the 1881 Afrikander Bond Programme whose final objective states that
every Afnkander must contnbute all s power towards expulsion of the Britsh
usurper (50 that) all the states of South Alnca can be federated inlo one ndependent
republc

According to the above named programme the British government, «l not the entie
nation, was regarded a5 " the uwrping enemy of the Boer Nation' and the greatest danger
to Afrikanerdom by their policy 10 “submerge them by assimilation. ™ The only remedy
was 10 “keep aloof from the English and their influence.” To that end the Boers decided
that “"tes of blood and relationship point to Holland,” for an international base, and that
Germany, Amerca and other industnial nations should be cultvated to hill the gap left by
Britan

Soon after the coming into effect of the Unign of South Africa under a coalition govern-
ment chosen from the four colonies now called provinces, General Hertzog resigned from
the cabinet and «n January 1914 formed the Nationalist Party to “promote and maintain
the wdentity and independence of the Afrikaners.” Hertzog attended the 1926 mpenal
conference after he became prime. minister in 1924, He told the imperial Conference that
“South Afrca did not posses the implicit faith in her full and free nationhood
which he desired to see internationally recogmised” and insisted that the question of

ol dommion status be senously considered. He suggested, as a doctrine to guide the

conference, the formuia “in principle, unrestrained freedom of action to each indvidual
number of the commonwealth, 1n practice, consultation with a view 10 cO-Operative
action wherever posuble ™

The representatives of the other dominions expressed themselves as perfectly satisfied
with thewr status but to appease General Hertzog they finally agreed to the nomnal
delimtion of “the group of self governing communities composed of Great Britain and
the domimions (as) autonomous communites with the British empire, equal in status, in
no way subordinate one to another in any aspect of thenr domestic or external atfans,

=
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Ovwald Pirow was followed by Leshe Blackwell who finally summed up hos speech by
otrserving that the il was “remarkable tor what ot omits rather than what it contans.”’
The posinon was wmply that South Africa was ke 3 son who has been growing up to
manhood in his father’s house In many familes thes 13 the tme of tension and possible
Inctron between father and 1on The son feels his dependence and the restriction upon
hrs liberty but after he has attaned his full manhood, settied in his own home, is eaming
het own living, and 13 master of his own destiny, then if he is a good son and has a good
father, the Lies between them are all the stronger and they pull together far better than
before. Hu father may admit hum to equal partnership in his business but he still looks up”
to the old man a1 head of the family and the firm. So will it be with South Africa and
Great Britan™ (Vol. 23 Col. 1879 - B7, March 28, 1934).

We may sum up this debate with the words of General Smuts who saxd that all that had
been done, unammously by the cabinet, was “"to put into legal language, as far as human
knowledge could do, the actual constitutonal poution as we undersiood it.” Smuts drew
attention to lour things which had been done through the bill 1) we are expressing in-the
first provision once more for the present and for the future the existing constitutional
posuition of the Crown, (1) the second deals with what i called the sovereignty of par-
harment, (i) the third deals with the execulive government, both n internal and external
altairs, in which the king acts on the adwvice of his South Afncan minsters — it hag been
our practice and 1t 5 the Brihsh practice - the very nature of responuible government:
and (w) according to Colonel Stallard, we have travelled in two or three respects, beyond
the exrsting position (one of them| where we used the words “"sovereign independence’’
in the preamble. There may be ome d.l'l'erer'l;c: of opinwon a3 to the wisdom and ex:
pediency of unng those words but | don't think we have made a departure there except
n the lorm of mere words. .. " (Vol. 23 Col. 2072 - 82).

General Smut’s reference to the form of mere words wat to be explained by Heaton
Nicholls 1n the great debate on September 4, 1939 (Vol. 36 Col 34 - 35) on the isue
of declaration of war sgainst Germany Nicholls explained that “in the Status Act we
adopted & staternent which was agreed to by the prime minister (General Hertzog), which
wat indeed drewn up at his request, 1n order that he should be definite sbout the cons-
titutional poution; that statement sasd that the states of the British Commonweaith were
linked together by a common allegiance to the Crown, that i1, by a come  n allegisnce
which all the states of the commonwealth owe in common . . . loyality within the law to
that common crown.”

it will be noted in this respect that Section 5 of the Status of Union Act of 1934 records
that the British soverewgn s (specifically for that resson) also the sovereign of the Union
in sccordance with the lews of succession to the crown of the United Kingdom. In an
attermpt to appease Boer diehard sentiment once again the law “'as it stands” in South
Africa (the 1953 Royal Style and Titles Act) Elizabeth 11 is Queen of South Africa and of
Her other Realms including Great Britain and Ireland) and Territories. This means that
she 5 queen of South Africe in the first place and only afterwards queen of England.
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Nothing can be more absurd when one takes into account that wapite of her bewng Queen

of South Africa in the first place she is really 30 in the law by the laws of succesuon 1o
the British throne.

In 1949 the Commonwealth prime minister's conference approved Indw's ntention to
becoma & sovereign repubhc while retasning her membershup of the commonwealth
The concept of allegiance 10 the Britsh soveregn 2 head of the executive n each
particular country was not tampered with and 25 a result when n 19680 South Alfnca
-made apphcation 10 retun membership of the Commonwealth as a repubic this wis
formally refused and the apphication had 1o be wathdrawn,

This goes 10 show that racist South Alrica had no soveresgn nght 1o secede unilaterally
from the commonwealth as well & that racist South Alrnca has no soveregn night 1o grant
ethnic independence 10 the Transke: of any other Bantustan
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Mothing can be more absurd when one takes into account that mspite of her beng queen

of South Affrica in the first place she is really 30 in the law by the laws of succesuon 1o
the British throne.

In 1949 the Commonwealth prime minister's conference approved Indw's ntention to
becoma & sovereign repubhc while retasning her membership of the commonwealth
The concept of allegiance 10 the Britlish soveregn 2 head of the executive n each
particular country was not tampered with and 25 a result when i 19680 South Alfnca
-made application 1o retan membership of the Commonwealth & a republic this was
formally refused and the apphication had 1o be wathdrawn,

This goes 10 show that racist South Alrica had no soveresgn nght to secede unilaterally
from the commonwealth as well & that racist South Alrca has no soveregn night 1o grant
ethnic independence 1o the Transker or any other Bantustan
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THE ROLE OF BLACK STUDENTS IN THE STRUGGLE FOR LIBERATION IN.
' SOUTH AFRICA '
By Ranwedzi Nengwekhulu

A GENERAL ANALYTIC BACKGROUND.

Anrhm—trdﬂhiulm,thmhtimufhmmhgmdm
plicstions of contemporery Black Consciousnass in South Africa should snd must be
preceded by sn analysis and exposition ol the nature and fabric of the South African
Sockety. This kind of general analyss s essential & it serves a3 a proper and adequate
context within which one could then critically analyse and atsess Black Consciousness
adequataty. -

- A major peculiar and striking festure of u-ﬂm:h.nrlufﬂus-ﬁuth African Society is the
degres and axtent to which stratification and polarization between whites and Blacks has
been carrad.

This polarization and stratification parmeatss the entire political sconomic and socio-
cultursl fabrc of the society. On the poktical sphere, the entire politicsl machinery i
lagisiatively consolidsted i the hands of the dominating white minority group whilst
,nmllh—-mmhhmmmthmw.lin:-vutiqriymnhﬁ-
latively denied them and are reserved for whites only. Their only sphers of political
activity is supposed 10 be the Bantustans, Coloured Repraseniative Council and the South
African Indian Council to which we shall refer tater in this thess.

Economically, the South African Socisty i structured in such a way that simost all the
sconomic and other materiel banefits s the country are for the exclusive enjoyment by
whites with 8 few crumbles filtering down 10 the poverty-stricken Black Community.
mmmmmmm.mﬂmmﬂwmmmmm
whites snables them 10 legisiste for themasives all the material resources and benefits of
t_hthhmanﬂﬂm

A dominating festure of the South African aconomy however, is the high degree to which
capitalism hes compared with other countries in Africa. Thers is indeed ample evidence
and data indicating thet South Africa has the highest developed capitalist economy in

Thus capitalism and white racism ssem to govern all the activities that occur in the South
African Soclety. We will, howsver, dweil more in detail on this factor Later in our discus-
mmhmwMWMthmmvufmmh
structursd 1o benafit whites only to the exclusion of Blacks :

1]  Blacks here inchude Africans, indians and the 30 called Coloureds.
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The same degree of racial polarization and charactenstic of the other spheres of the South
African Society are shso, without moderation, charactevistic of the soc:o-cultursl sspect
of the South African Socety.

Very little socio-cultursl intercourse 13 allowed but in mOst cases it is completely forbwdden
on the grounds that it could lead to social and racasl conflict and frction.

The rationale behind this, it is srgued by the white minority power structure, is the desire
to maintsin/preserve and perpetuaste racial purity and the culttural homogensity of the
white race. Thus the entire structure of the South African socety i.e. politically, scono-
mically and socio-culturally is designed and devimed in such & wey that it OOret MAaximum
benefits for the exclusive enjoyment by the White Community st the maximum exploita-

tion of the Black Community. One could mention here ais0, however, that theoretically-

the South African Society 8 structured by whites, 13 supposedty designed to benefit both
blacks and whites squally but on a parallel basis This is the standard srgument offered
by the white power structure in their attempt to justify sparthewd 2) and all its exploita
tive ingrediants.

The nature of the South African Society i.e. extreme racul polarization snd stratification
intertwined with the maximum economic exploitation of Blacks by the white society, has

unud|iimﬂimﬁw&h,fmmlurh.hluhmmhundmhl :

heipless position to formulate any positive and meaningtul |+ ogrammaes for their liberation
without having to solicit, within the white society, whom they beleved 10 be on ther
side. |we will return to this point later on in this paper).

2} Apartheid mesnt the political economic and socio-cultural embodiment of the dogma
or doctrine of stratification i.e. it mesns complets political, sconomic and 0CK0-
wnurlllmtﬂiﬂﬁmndpnlﬁnﬁmhm-nﬂh:klmd*himﬁmm
vation to be made in thilr#fdilthlthﬂl!nfﬂ-iﬂiﬂﬁiﬂ!hlmnfﬂll
South Afﬁmuﬁuw,uﬂ”ufﬂum&ﬂﬂwﬁinnpﬂw&qiﬂﬁwﬁu
manning, controlling and directing this whole sxploitative machinery, the whole
system has inevitably crested conditions in which it is almost impossible il not,
impossible, for blacks and whites 10 work together towards the liberation and free-
dom of Blacks in South Africa.

It is therefore against this general background that one should evaluate the role of
Black Students and Black Youth in general in South Africa since the Sharpeville
Massacres.
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A short history of Black student politics in South Africa befors 1960

A major festure of Black mudent politics in South Africa i that one could discern
thres distinct phases which charscterize three different ideologicel orientations.

The first phase is the pre- 1960 phase whose major ideclogical orlentation was the bellef
by Black Students that the routs towsrds black freedom and smancipstion was through
“multi-racialism’’ snd “non-racisliam”. This bellef was reslized and sctuslized by sctive
involvernent and participstion in multi-racial organisstions, notably the Nationsal Union
of South Africen Students (NUSAS). Nusss wes ssen by Black Students s the only
legitimate and appropriste chennel through which Students in South Africa could utilize
snd sexpend their energies and resources in their endesvour to make a contribution to the
struggie for biack liberstion snd enfranchisement of the bisck massss in South Africe

But it should slso be appreciated that although the majority of Black Students believed in
the legitimacy of NUSAS s the Vanguard and Coordinator of Students involvement and
participstion in the political destinies of South Africa, thers was, however, an apprecisble
number of Bleck Students who doubted and questioned the legitimacy and effectivenens
of NUSAS to lead Black Students in the struggie they believed was ementially the preserve
and the prerogetive of Black Students snd the Black Community. But sithough this
siement, the group opposed to ivohement in NUSAS, wes not effective before 1980,
it became very local and very effective just immedistaly sfter the Shampville masacres &
we will show leter on in this peper. Suffics it to say here that this element or group
reprasentsd the pan-Africanist school of thought that was beginning to mushroom
both inside the Student Community a3 8 whole.

But perhaps befors we leeve this pre- 1900 anslyshs of Bleck Student politics in South
Africa, we should snelyss whet it was that made bleck students to believe and sssume
that the roed to the |berstion of the Black Community in South Africa and the crestion
of Azanis could be achieved and reslized through “multiracial” snd “non-racisl™ orgen-
satioms. The point we are Uying to make hers is; why was it not possible for black
students to crests and form their own orgenisations as happerwd sfter 19607 Above
oll, why was it not possible for them to imitate the black community as & whole which
had its own orgenisations such ss the African Nationsl Congress? The reeson for this
behef and ssumption that onty NUSAS, despite its pitfells, was the legitimate Student
body to lesd to Salvetion was that “multiracisiism” and *‘non-racialism” were the
dominant “'ideciogies’” to which the major black politicel and Social leaders gravitated.
Indeed, even the African Nationsl Congres despite the fact that structursily and
orgenisationally, it was meant for the Africens, wim in outlook and ideclogy “‘mutti-
racial” snd “non-racial™,

Owver and sbove this, the whits |ibersl sstablishment was still very effective and popular
smongst the Black People because it was believed to be against the ruling white political
power. Thus it was logical, and if not logical understandable that the Black Youth should
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identify with the current “ideclogy’’ that was “opposed”’ to what they consuder the
enamy of black fresdom and emancipation.

Secondly, black students found themsebves n NUSAS and other "multi-racial” organ s
tions because thers weres no institutions of higher learmning except Fort Hare sel-aiade tor
blacks which could, perhaps, have served = the breeding ground for # pro-black
philosophy. The only institutions of higher lesrmings which they could attend were those
run and dominatsd by the Whits liberal establishment such a the E nglish-speaking
universities since Afrikaner universities would not admit Blacks.

MhHﬁHMummmthﬂmmwmmm
the Whits Libersl sstabiishment, the incubators snd dispersal agents of “multi-racislism”
and “non-racisfiam”.

Ancther curious festurs of black students before 1960 was thet they continued to
mhﬂmmﬂ-mmu-nhm-nmﬂmm-mww
wnmmtuﬂminuwmmmmhum
'wnnﬂ:-immnhm-ihmﬂu-hﬁmsm
ﬂhmmdhAMEWMhﬂlmtﬂutm
this withdrawsl Black Students continued to participats in NUSAS. But what was sign-
ﬂmtminhhhh.lﬂﬂ‘:-dnrh!ﬁﬂ'nwuhmﬂdrwﬁnlhmm
that was opposed to the involvernent of Black students with NUSAS. This Pan-Afncanmt
m“mmMuﬂMthhimmmhﬂfhu
ofganisations.

mmmu.Mhmﬂmmtmmhm 1860

Bleck student politics from 1960 — 1969

The Sharpeville massacres and the resuitant banning and outlewnng of the Afncan National
wmn-hﬁmtpuummﬂ-“mmmﬁm
mhmmﬂmmmhsﬂmnm.mwmmn
organEstions.

mmﬂmmhﬂmmhmsmu Associstion, (ANC Orentad),
African Students’ Union of South Africa, (PAC Orientad], Durban Students Union and
hmmhsmhmmmwwuhmnwﬂnm
Students Organisstion (Non-Europsan Unity Movement Orientad).

Thil.ulni-iinuth-mhuﬁuwutmndmh'u-mhumﬂunuﬂ‘fmnh
anrﬂﬂuﬁmnnl?mhhh{ﬂnmﬂﬁmud}pwduﬁnﬂmhnnmm
b mentionad, however, that the major cantre of activity of thess organisations was the
mmlmﬂme.mmwmmufhwmmmmm;
especially Africans. Of significant interest here was the fact that these organisations
considersd themseives legitimats national organisations representing the interess,
wimmwﬁmdhhhﬁmmmﬂihfﬁu
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But becauss of their scute and sherp ideciogicsl differsnces, thers was very little if any,
cooperstion amongst thess organisstions. indeed, it was logical that such a state of sffain
should exist ss these orpenisstions were offshoots and replicas of their respective mother
omganiestions. Another factor which hindered sny form of cooperstion to axist between
snd amongst them was the presence of NUSAS, Both ASUSA snd the Progressive National
Swdents Organisstiors were fanstically opposed to any form of cooperstion with
NUSAS. .

Thus the existance of & number of black students orgenisstions and the resulitant lack of
cooperstion betwesn and amongst thess organisstions resulted in the lack of » strong and
visble biack student solidarity movement which could srticulste, aggregets and transmit
the political aspirstion and desires of biack students on a nationsl level. This divided
loysity spectrum snd the continuing conflicts among thess organisations served s the
besis of snd peved the way, in part, for their own destruction so that by 1965 what
remained of thess sssocistions were just the relics of their historical existence in the |
files.

Over and sbowe this, their divisions and antagonism towsrds each other crested tremen-
dous opportunitiss for NUSAS to einforcs snd refumnish its presence ot Fort Hare and
smongst black students in genersl. Furthermore, the South African regima also played a
major role in the coliapss of thess amocistions through the harsssment and detention of
their leedership. At other “biack campuses”. i.s. the University College of the North,
University College of Zululand, Durban — Westville University College and Western Cape
University College, thers was very little, if any collective political activity.

Mo student organisstion wes sllowed (by the University suthorities) to opersts so that
mmmmwmmwwmlmu_m
The only place for black higher lbamning, other then Fort Hare, whers thers was some
form of political activity was the Medicsl section of the University of Natal. But this wes
the centre in which NUSAS snjoyed tremendous support. Thus, generally spesking, the
period betwesn 1900 and 1000 was a period of s very little black student political
activity. :

Dogged by morbid feser for victimization by university suthorities and by intensified
harrasament by the regime and surmounded by desfening political spathy pervading the -
entire black community, the mejority of black students resigned themasives t0 & recon-
cilistion with the situstion obtaining on the campuses and the country 88 & whole. Thers
ummmmmﬂﬁmumwmm
understand why there wes this politicsl sparthy in the entite black community if one
spprecistes that the Sharpeville massacres and their sftermath left many psople rightly or
wrongly convinced that thers was no wey of changing the situstion in South Afriéa, and
that any sttempt to do 30 only leads to untold sufferings and retribution. Indeed, thes
wert not just imagined fesrs. They were fears borme out of the history of the black
strugghe. . :




The Emergence of the South Africen Students Organisstions (SASO) and its Black
Consciousnass Philosopity.

The formation of SASO and the smergence of Black Coneciousness in 1960 hersided the
Mﬂmﬂﬂﬂmﬂﬂwﬁﬂhhﬂﬂhwitrﬂhh
country as 8 whole.

It is indesd NC sxaggeration to posit that betwesn 1Hﬂrﬂlﬁi thers was no political
activity within the Black Community outside the political structures such as the Bantusy
tans, crestad by the regime. In fact, the banning of the African National Congress and the
Pmammwhmmhmmmmwpduﬂ nitiathves
by blacks within the country with the exception perhaps of some few clandestine mastings,
usually heid behind locked doors, by some few individualy, sspeciaily thas™ who wers
members of either ANC and PAC. L

With concertad police reids, harrassment and victimization, many blacks began to fesl
that parhaps it paid dividends never to indulge in politics. Indesd, the period between
1980 and 1988 wws a period of meign of termor by the regime designed to uproot snd
sliminats whatever vestiges of resistance could have been in existsnce and thus pave the
way for a smooth programmed introduction and concerted implementation of the
Bantustan ideology. As a result, of all thess things, Blacks began to fear to think sloud
about thelr future. Fear was thus a genaeral festure of the Black community.

On the Black Student level, and the Black Youth in general, the picture was sven more
bleak. Because of the sbesnce of s black student orgenisstion to which they could
affiliste, together with mounting frustrations with the activities of NUSAS, Black
Students and Black youth in genarsl found thamesives in an extremely frustrating and
dehumanizing political environment in which virslly channels through which they
mumﬂmmmmm-ﬂ-mumm
indesd the situstion wes 0 extremely frustrating thet most bleck students begen to
accapt the axistence of the status quo & & matier of fact within which they hed to ssek
sccommodetion. Over and sbowe all this, Black parents tanded 10 want t0 protect thew
:hll:lmﬁm w-nﬁpﬂﬂuﬂm

mwﬁ-hmwmmmmﬂmm
in genersl, resulting from the desth of » national bleck student organisstion which could
hewve ssrved as a wehicls for the activetion of political interssts amongst black students,
thers was also the active role which the adult black community wes playing in trying o
shisld its children from the “dengers”™ thet lsy in the politics of liberstion,

Thus the burden of cresting conditions that would heip revive Black Student interests in
the politics of iberstion was bome by & few individual black students who resiized that
the only way through which political activity could be reintroduced amongst the black
youth and the whole black community in gensral wes through the formation of a black
student organisstion. This desire, fanned by the growing dissnchantment and dissillusion-
ment with the whits Nberal politicel sstablishment and its analysis and interpretation of
the South African situstion, became a reality when, in July 1968, st the NUSAS annual
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mwmuwsmmmnmhmwhrdmﬁmmm
mdfmndu-mhuhmlhh:tmhmdrmuhmﬂurm.mrmghblﬂ
mﬂmﬁtuﬂiﬂﬁhthwlﬂhmunw.

Huthﬂhﬁtunﬂlllhﬂﬁﬂtﬂﬂufﬂumlﬁﬂﬁiummrhﬁnum
Mﬂlﬂlﬂtmmtnuﬂnwm-ﬂmnmwfmﬂ-fmﬂﬂmﬂm
ﬂwhﬁmMWﬂﬁmHmhﬂ-ﬂmh-ﬂﬂm
of sll the Black Students in South Africa. But it was only in July 1969 that SASO was
formally lsunched.

Athimﬁmm.M“mmﬂmmﬁnﬂﬂﬂ
credibliity. in other words a number of people questioned its motives. Over and sbove
mh.lm-nhdpmhmwmdMSASDwIMuthMﬁcm
wwmmwmmwpﬂhummma
pulicru-l"'uirqltll-m"miumtluduinnufﬂﬁmuflllpﬂiﬁulm-ﬂ
DETIUEEION.

= But by July, 1870, the majority of black students wers, convinced that SASO was their
| only sshvetion in Mrmﬂfuwm.ﬂummhﬁmﬂmhh#ﬂiﬁnﬂ
h--.m.hMﬂﬁthmlﬂimpﬂm.Mmﬂlhthrinhﬂuﬁihﬂhﬂ.
MM.MWM.Ithmmmmmﬁiﬂﬂupﬂhhﬂmh
of the bisck community. The major cormerstone of SASO’s philosophy s Black Con-
mm“ﬂ-ﬂmmwﬁmWhﬂhmﬂvﬂ:wth
nﬂnﬂdwhtﬂlﬂmﬁmﬂuﬂhﬂhﬂmmmmww
and thelr community in order thet they will be sbie to understand, comprehend and
mﬁﬁ-ﬂMMInmmnMMHiﬂlm
!lﬁmﬁhﬂ“ﬂﬂhmﬂhpﬁﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬁﬂhhﬂlmiﬂm
ﬁmhtiﬂnm-ih-ﬁurﬁ-hhwmimhnnﬂmm
: munmmmmﬂuummnmm
| and the black Mmmmmmﬂawhu{-ﬂnmﬂ
s bitwr sttack on tha white [ibersl establishment.

MMM%.MMIMMm-ﬂIﬁMﬂm
of the white community. Indesd, many people particularly the White Liberais themmhves
-unuﬂﬂwﬂﬁﬁﬂbﬁmﬁ,mﬂmwmm
Mhﬂﬁhmﬁnﬁﬂhﬂﬂﬂmﬁhﬂiﬁhh&ﬂnﬂuﬂﬂ—nm“

m_ﬂumﬂﬂhh-whnﬂlwh"m“mlhuﬂnh
reghma. To them we waere sttacking the “communist” whom they considersd to have
besn mﬂhfu*‘kﬂﬂ"ammwnwhmmilmw
it needs to hwmmwmrﬂudnm-dmimhwhlum
mmmmmwﬁHmlmﬂh"ﬂﬁﬁﬁw”hhw
m.mmmwmlm1m-mwwmwhnm
the country’s problems and our exploitation can only be soived through integration ss 8 -
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means to an end as well as an end in isell, thus ther ingistence that o & only Through
multi-racial organsations that Blacks and Whites could descuss (oint solubons 1o the iSues
that face us.

We have always condemned this approach & artifcial since it o based on false premises
the assumption that our exploitation and oppression stem from the dearth o inleyration

QOur approach to the problems of our exploitation has atwayl been that the source of
problems was the cannibalgtic capitalistic system, supporied by a vicious white racism,
that exists in our country. Futhermore, we have always argued that & mull racal
approach to our problems was wrong, because of the degree Lo which racial polanization
has been carned resulting n a great deal of suspicion and hatred between Blacks anc
Whites. Hence, our deciuon to "go it alone” without the involvement of whites

Baic to our approach 1 our comnction that it g only the oppresssd whao can effectively
plan snd implement his strategies and tactics for liberation. Over and above this we ace
convinced that in order for the oppressed 1o plan and mplement his strategies for
liberation, wntelligently, he has forst to purge himsel! of all phasychologwal stereolypes
and cobwebs in his mind, Hence our call for & paychological revoluton.

It s within this context that one should analyze and interpret the role of Black Youth i
South Africa and their desire to recreate Azania

A Resppranal/Evaluation of the role of the Black youth in the struggle for hiberation
in South Africa.

The above analyss, though tuperficial, of the historical orging and development of the
Black Conscwousnets Moverment in general, 1§ mesnt to serve, & 3 general context within
whith to st out the roke played and being played by Black Youth in Scuth Afries resc
tivate the political will and determination of Black People 1n South Afnca 1o fland up
and fight for their freedom and smancipation despite the heavy price they have to pay
Right from 13 inception SASO, has alweys sdvocated the solidarity of the Black
Community, thus the formaton of the Black People’'s Convention in 18972 was the
realization of SASQO's ambiton 1o create and forge rapport between the Black Youth
and the adult Black Community. In fact, BPC s the brainchikg of SAS0. It was formed
to provide homa for the adylt Black Community whiclt could not find a home 1n SASQ
which is essentially sn sssociation of students.

Perhaps what should be noted in this brie! apprasal 1 that the hiﬂ_ymm ol South
Africa sahvaged the black struggle from i deathbed. They filled the organsational vacuum
left behind by the banning of the ANC and PAC.

Perhaps more important, they provide the much needed political leadership which was
iacking after most the leaders of both the PAC and ANC have either been banned or
jailed. Furthermore, the black youth provided the only opposition against the rogime
Above that they are the only ones who mountad a sustained attack against the regime's
~Botewerns policy. ' '
Povbisda.
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It is sgeinst this background one should evaluate the present uprisings and demonstrations
in South Africa which began on June 16th, 1976.

The uprisings were the consummation and actuslization of the politicization programme
mountsd by SASO and BPC . . . # programme designed to heighten the political sware-
ness and conaciousness of Black people in South Alrica, particularly the Blacks who are
the major victims of the regime’s policy of mind manipulations and distortions

If snything, the June uprisings ushered in an era that has seen the transfer of the leader-
ship of our struggle from the old generation to young generation, the black youth.
Another point which needs 1o be illucidatad here s that many people have tended to e
the present uprisings & “revolts” and “riots”, stemming from mere dissatisfaction with
“Bentu Educstion” or other minor issues. The major cause, however, of the uprisings
should be sought in the high degres of political swareness amongst the black youth. They
sre 8 reflection of s determination and willingness by the Blacks to carry the liberstion
struggle that will result in the birth and reincarnation of an egalitarian and free Azania

As proof of this willingness, the black youth of South Africa are presently shedding their
blood. As serty ss 1971, the black youth in the person of Nysmeko Pityana, the then
Secretary Genersl of SASO stated unequivocally that “Black man, you are on your own™
and this is the message the black youths are trying to communicate to the whole black
community; that is, We sre our own messishs.

This might perhaps sound like youthful sdventurs snd romantic intellectualization but
we are convinced that power concedes nothing freely and there i no resson to believe
that the ‘white Monolithic power structure in South Africa will be an exception.

Thlmr“ﬂmmnﬁqhﬁnhdthfmmmmhlhﬂlwﬂirlqirnl’t
guns during the uprisings we should and must fight on in order 1o creste the Azonia they
so dearty and falthfulty died for.
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THE ROLE OF THE BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS MOVEMENT IN THE STRUGGLE
' FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION IN SOUTH AFRICA

By Sipho Buthelezi

INTRODUCTION :

An excellent revolutionary situstion exists in South Africa today and the obsect of this
paper is 10 analyss the historical development of the struggle, since the begnning of the
seventies. Particular emphasis will be placed on the Black consciousness movement and its
particular significance In the struggle for nationa! liberation in South Africa today.,

We would slso ke to examine, in particular the historical background of the birth of the
Black Pyopies’ Comention (BPC) and its significancs in the historical development of our
strugole.

Finally, a criticsl assessment of the libsration movement of South Africa as 8 whole is one
that demands urgent sttention.

The rise of the Black Comnsciousnss Movement and the birth of the BPC

The period between 1960 and 1968 is characwerissd by a conapicious politicsl vacuum in
the dewelopment procass of the struggie for national liberstion in South Africa. This
political vacuum was crestsd by the bannings of the peopls’s political organisstions,
namely the ANC and the PAC. When the ANC and PAC wemn benned and exiled by the
facist colonial regime of South Africa, the Black oppressed in South Africa wers thrown
ino political wildernass. '

A significant festurs of this period wes the resurgencs of the so-calied “multi-racial”
Organisstions which sought to speak on behalf of the black oppressed in South Africa.
This was a particularty glaring festure in student politics. The National Union of South
African Students (NUSAS) sssumed the lsadership role of the sntire student community
in South Africa. NUSAS went further 1o sssume the role of & vanguard organisation,
spesking on behaif of the entire Black community.

During this period, siao, there was & crestion of more and more repressive legislation and
other fascist messures by the snemy, in 8 concarted effort to perpetrats the vicious
oppression of the Black man in South Africs.

mwmwmtmmm the white oppressors and the
Bilack oppremed provided sxcellent objectve and submective conditions for the further
developmant of the revolutionary comciousness of the Black oppressed, in South Afnca.

It was against thes background that in 1968 Black students in South Africa correctly
decided to form an all-Black student organisation — SASO. The formation of SASO had



A4

s profound effect on the development of the struggle s » whole. |11 was a1 thi tirree thisd
the Black consciousness philosophy emerged s 8 dynamic revolutionary Torce, whil
sought to unite the Black oppressed lor an onslsught ageinst the white supenstruciure

With the rise and development of SASO, excellent conditions were created for the
formation of 8 broad base for the unity of all revolutionary forces in our country. This
excellent situstion saw the birth of the Black Peoples’ Comvention (BPCI an the 16th
December, 1971,

The birth of the BPC and its significence

The founding of the Black Peoples’ Convention [BPC) waes » tuming point in the history
of the struggle for national liberation n South Africa. The birth of the BPC in 1971
came at & time when the political struggle in South Africa had reached a stalemate.

As has already been stated, the bannings of the ANC and the PAC in 1960 had created a
conspicuous political vacuum in the Black community. That s, for about a decade thers
was no organised political activity amongst the Black oppressed The BPC was born out
of this peculiar experience which the Black oppressed shared collectively as the viciously
oppressad and brutally exploited people, a people who basically lacked any relevant and
effective political machinery through winch their aims, aspirations, rdeals and goals can
be effected and realired. )

The Lirth of the BPC expressed itell & 8 mamifestation of the sharpened contradiction
between the white oppressors and the Black oppressed: berween the propertied and the
disinherited. This historical development was also a manifestation of the ceaseless snd
concerted struggle between tmmpm:nﬂthnppnmd—aﬂngghthathnbun
weged in various forms for more than three hundred years o! co'onial occupation of
South Africs.

Further, the BPC tama into being to fill the vacuum in the political struggle for the Black
oppremed in South Africa This political vacuum had existed for ten solid years. At this
slage, one may mk the question: What is the signilicance of the birth of BPC in relation
to the struggle for national liberstion in South Africa?

Firstly, we wish to mention that the birth and gmwth of the BPC dl‘lPE“ld the myth that
it was illegal tor Black people to form their own organisations which would seek 10 express
their political aspirations. This myth had become entrenched in the minds of our people
during s peniod of brutal intimidation, perpetrated by the enemy since the sarly sixties,
I1 took the form of mass triak, imprisonment and executions of Bleck people in South
Africa, which i still going on up to this day. With the formation of the BPC the people
emerged triumphant and victorious over the South African fascrst regime, for they could
once again overtly re-assert their dedicatwon 1o the national liberation struggle.

Coupled with this hesithy development of the struggle was the fact that the Black people
of South Africa regained confidence in their own political organisations a3 instruments
lhmu#l_whid'i their interests can be secured. Since the early sixties, when the ANC and
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PAC had gone into exile and became obscure in the struggle mitsrmnally the Black masses
had lost faith in these political organisations. This holds true even loday. Since the June
16 Revolution the Black people of South Africa have sustained the revolution by fighting
the anemy with stones and bottket. This unfortunats situation exists after more than 16
years of loud utterances about “srmed struggle’”. The fact of the matter 13 that exile
organisations, in the name of the ANC and the PAC have become isolated from the
struggling masses inside South Africa. This 5 an unfortunate and an unhealthy develop
ment in our STrugple.

Finally, we wish to mention that the formation of the BPC came a3 a victonious acheve
‘ment for the Black oppresed in South Africa and signified the rededication of our people
to feeriessly and successiully launch a final onsisught against the fascist regeme of South
Ahiuﬂi:hinnﬁcmmnluurnmnhumwhrmmmuu
belief thet: "It & the inalenable birthnght of sny community to have 8 political vorce,
1o articulate and actualize the ampwation of 13 members. In South Africa, the Africans,
the Indians and so-called coloursds comprise the Black oppressed, 8 people who have
been deprived of this inalienable birthright; and for too long thers has been a political
vacuum n the Black community. Further, faise ststements have besn made that it i
illegal and unlswful for Blacks to found political movements and 1o engage in politscal
activity unbess such political actrvity has been prescribed and approved by white colonial
socwty and i3 government”

General focus on the Liberation struggle in South Africa

Since the birth of the Black Consciousness Movement in the late sixtes and 13 develop
ment during the present decads, excsllent conditions exwt for Revolution in South
Africa. The Jure 16 Revolution in Soutir Africa contirms this statement. The struggle
for national liberation in South Africa has moved a stap nearw towards the defest of the
snemy and the victory of the people |

At this historic stage of our struggle, it i thus important for all revolutionanes (o take
carvtul stock of the situstion and 1o mek plutions t© problems that beset the liberation
movement as 8 whole. '

Whilst history has demonstrated beyond doubt that the masses (Black) are invited inside
South Africa, sn unhsslthy situstion persists cutside the borders of South Africa. The
liberstion movement in exile is torm apart with disunity and intemal strify. The exile
scene is punctuated by intemal splits, factionsiiem and opportunism. This unhsalthy
immmmmhﬁmmmmmmhudm
divide the peopls of South Africa.

This positon has not in any way snhanced the struggle, but rather has become a rot that
must be eliminated. The disunity within the liberation movement has served 10 weasken
the revolutionary forces and to strengthen the snemy.

It is, therefore, urgent for all revolutionaries and other progressive forces to come into
conference and to emerge unitad in 8 common front against the forces of colonislism,
fasciam, and imperislism, that perpetrats the vicious oppression of our psople in South
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NAMIBIA: THE MAIN QUESTION TODAY.

mwmm—mmm'-mi.

In an attampt to contribute to the work of this important Consuitative Conference, we
proposs to address ourssives 10 the curment mansouvres by the South African government
10 impose 8 neo-colonial confederation of Bantustans on the Namibian people. This is, in
our view, the main question befors SWAPO and all genuine Namibian patriots todsy.

Tumninlle s the chosen instrumant

The Vorsmr government in Pretoris remains adamant in its refusal %0 desl directly with
SWAPO a1 the leading, political and military force fighting for the sttainment of genuine
national independence and socisl liberation in Namibia. On the contrary, this racist
regime is continuing with its fraudulent schems to establish » confederstion of tribal
homelands, as the basis of what the regima calls “independance for South West Africa.”™
The chossn instrument in pursuance of this sinister objective s the o calied Tumhalle
constitutional cnference. .

'Anumiuln the Vorster goverrenent, the planngd indepandencs must be achieved
thmﬂuﬂﬂummmmithwm“h
Winghosk.

This tribel gathering, which hes recently procisimed December 31, 1978, s the dets for
the so-calied independence for South Waest Africa, has crestad & falms impression to some
pacpie that the-battie for Namibia's independence is just sbout 1 be won

Thwough news predia and diplomatic mensouvres in the West, the Turmhalle tribel gether-
ing hes besn made to appesr as If it wery & genuine effort %o end Prytoda’s jilegal and

The falss impression thet the independencs of Namibla is just sround the comer has,
furthermors, been reinforosd by the advent of the Kissingsr shuttle diplomacy in Africa.
in an cbviows attempt %0 divert aftantion from a systematic preperition for 8 bittar and
protracted armed liberation struggle, the imperialists and friends here in Africa have been
wrging us to spend much of our time looking for constitutional lswyers to help us in the
suppossdly impending Geneve Confersnce on Namibia. Thess are some of the new
problems we are being faced with.

No doubt, the false impression that Pretoria is now open to negotiation with regerd to
Namibia, provided the thres Western powers in the U.N. Security Council with a con-
mm-rmmnmmmummmmmsxm.
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The truth sbout the Turnhalle is that the gathering has been sponsored, organized and
financed by the South African government. The moving spirits behind the Turnhalle talks
are nome other than Dirk Mudge, Van Zijl, HA. Du Plemis — Vorster's three most
important men in Namibia. The three are all members of the fascist Nationalist Party of
South Africa. They have been instrumental in the implementation of all the oppressive
spartheid laws and regulstions in Namibia

Pretoria’s primary sims in orgenizing this counter — revolutionary gathering of tribal
puppets in Windhoek sre:

(s) to molity politicsl snd diplomatic pressure by the world community
that South Africa must give up her illegal and oppressive occupation
over Mamibia;

bl To undermine SWAPQO's intermal and intermational support and
prestige and;

= -

lc) to blunt the growing national consciousness among the Namibian
peopie.

Thus, the Tumhalle talks represent an attempt, on the part of Pretoria, to appear 1o be
disengaging from her repressive and racist colonial rule in Namibia, while in actual fact
the Vorster regeme o hightening iG grip on that country. The South African ruling class
not prepared to sbendon its sconomic and strategic interests in Namibia. This is why
Vorster is so violently opposed to sny suggestion that SWAPQ be allowed to assume state
power in Namibi. He knows that SWAPQ, i3 & political organizatipn of revolutionary
democrata, will never sccept any kind of pssudo-independence which will perpetuate the
SOCHO-CONOMIC tiats quo in Namibia.

Pretoria is, therefors, seeking to impose the Mudge/XKapuuo® sort of leadership on the
Namibisn people, 8 lesdership which i1 prepared to manage s South African neo-colonial
confederation of sleven tnbel homelands. This neo-colonial srrangement will leave 2/3 of
Namibia's land with all its mining-lshing-ranching industries in the hands of the white
smttler minority. This will mesn that the $525 million gross surplus of Namibia's $700
million GDP will continue to benefit only a small group of foreign capitalists and a bud-
ding locsl bourgeoisie made up of white settlers and a Turnhalle-crestad tribal nobility.
The wibal puppets, now participating in the Tumhalle tribal talks, sre sirsady being
enticed with large sums of money in order to tumn them into an adjunct of the South
African whits ruling cless. For instance, sach of the so calied delegates to the talks is
getting more than R600 per month. This is a lot of money to be given to non-productive
and semi-illiterate tribal chiefs in a country where the sverage monthly wage for the
workers who produce the country’s wealth is only about R40. To these huge sums of
money paid 10 the puppets must be added many other fringe benefits, such as, free hotel
sccommaodation, the use of luxurious government limousines and occasional trips to the
United States, Britsin and West Germany. But for the white rulers, this is a necessary
price to pay for the retention of their own socio economic privilege in Namibia



sy conference to negotiste the transfer of power to the Namibisn people must be
conducted on the besis of direct talks between SWAPO and the government of South
Africa, with the help of the United Nations.

The Resistence comtinues

Ageingt the background of Pretoria’s Turnhalie maneouvres, SWAPQ decided to close its
ranks and gesr ol its revolutionary structures both st home and sbroad to be the venguard
ﬂhm::prﬂmnflmmmﬂufmﬂﬂ'm

To this end, 8 SWAPQO Congress was convened in June this yesr in Walvis Bay, Namibia.
Among the key decisions taken st that Congress was the pledge to broaden and despen
our politicsl mobilizstion in qvery village and district of Namibis. This programmatic
decision has since then been put into practice; snd & & consequence, five different political
groupings from the cantral snd Southern sress of Namibia have disbended themselves and
joined SWAPO. We consider this to be an encouraging vots of confidence, regarding the
liberation activity of our movemnent in Namibia.

Besices, the Congress at Walvis Bay, SWAPO leedership sbroad held sn enisrged meeting
of is Centrsl Committes in Lusska in August this yesr to re-sseess our programme of
action and to stresmline our orgenizrationsl machinery for s rtepped-up military pressure
on the snemy forces In our country.

Out of the Centrsl Committss mesting fundamental decisions ‘wers made towards the
redoubling of our liberation activity, which, we believe, will be long and bitter.

The struggile will be long and bitter because Pretoria is very determined to stay in Namibia

under the guise of heving given “independence” to the Tumhalle group. Plans are afoot
o form a neo-colonlal interim government in Windhoek by March next yeer.

hﬁ.h“.hkﬂm s pouring many troops in Namibia on the
" pratext thet the People’s Republic of Angola is concentrating Cuban troops on the border
with Namibie. In the light of all thess new dengerous moves by the South African govern-
ment we call upon ol progremive forces and pesce orgenizstions to condemn and
denounce ail imperialist mensouvres and intrigues to legitimatize Turnhelle. In our judge-
mant, the impending forrhetion of » so-calied interim Gowernment via the Tumhalle will -
be tantamount 0 making Dirk Mudge an lan Smith of Namibia, since effective power
will still be in the hands of & local white settier group which itself will be maintsined by
South Africa; snd under such circumstances oppression and exploitation of the African
people will continue as at present. This is the main question facing us today,



SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC TRENDS AND STRATEGIES OF

IMPERIALISM

By ¥. Tandon
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It is proper to try 1o understand the ““trends and strategies of imperialism in the present
period, for although there are underlying motive forces st the roots of imperialism that
are operative throughout the spoch of monopoly capitalism, its strategy and tactics in a
particular period are dictated by the concrete situstion mwhi-ﬂ'uitﬁfm:ummnnq
that period. We have witnessed mﬂuhﬂmhufmhﬂhﬂhhﬂmnhhm
mhmmmmwuwimﬂmwhwiﬁnpwﬂm“

The concreteness of the present situation has 1o be clearly understoQd in order 10 take 4

But while it is correct to focut on an analysis of the present trends and strateges of
imperislism, it must be carried out within the framework of a scientific snalysis of the
essential motive force behind impenalism in the epoch of monopoly capitalism. We
emphasise here the importance of understanding the essential motive force, for there are
theorists both in the imperialist camp and n the anti-imperialist camp who mauntan that
imperialism s not emential for the survival of capitalism, that it & ssmply 3 matter of “bad
policy” of some “imperialist minded™ governments, and that if only we could “reason”
with these governments and show them that implirialism does not pay or that it is anti-
humanitarian, they will pack up their bags and leave. Such an understanding i3 most
superficiai and plays into the hands of imperialism.

By essential motive force, we masn a force that is independent of the will of indrviduals,
2 social force that is created by the very process of materist production and therefore
endemic 10 that particular systemn of social production. We mean to argue hers that
imperalism is endemic to the capitalist systemn of social production in its present perod
svery system creetss within its own womb the sseds of its own destruction — capitaliam
has created the working class which will bring about its ultimate demise, and imperialism
in the coionses, mi-colones and neg-colonies of the third workd has crested the force
of national liberation. That doss NOt obvisty the need 10 understand the essential molive
force behind imperialism, for as Engals put it in Anti-Duhning. freedom consists in under
standing “the laws of necessity” so that we know how 10 master them, and make them
serve human progress, just as we master the force of electricity :

Capitalism cannot survive without imperialism because it has now reached a stage that of
monopoly capitalism_ when the national market no longer provedes a sulfCient bass lor
reproducion of socsal capital A global exploitation ol labout power and an Increased
concentration of capital on a global scale (what we know in 113 organisational expresson
a the multinational corporations] are the essential bases of capitalist reproduction. Does
it mean anything more than the fact that the capitalist economies require new maternals

Lo g fored ssclaie s iy
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from outside snd a globel market for their commodities? And if so, why should their
relations with the peoples of the third workd necessarily be "imperialistic’’? Why cannot
they gat their raw materials and markets through ‘normal’ trade relations, without, that
i, imperialist subordination of the sconomies of the third world countries?

That is 8 good question. Bourgeois reformerns argue these days that there is no reason why
the United States monopolies, for exsmple, should not trade with any third world
country on the seme basis as it trades with say Jepan or the United Kingdom.

The question is not one that can be answered in the abstract. Imperialam is & historical
phenomenon, and it cannot be sbstracted out of history. The point is that by the time
capitslism reached is monopoly, or impenalist, phem, Jespan itelf, like the United
Kingdom snd the United States, had become a fully capitalist country, and it was only a
matter of time whan it too found it recessary to establish imperialist domination over
parts of China snd South Emt Asis. That does not mean that Americen impaerialist capital
doss not penetrate Japan. Stronger capital always attempts to dominats wesker capital.
But in the case of Japan we alreedy had 3 strong national bourgecise which could accu-
mulste capital on its own sccount, snd enter into alliance or competition with other
imperialist capitals. It is this inter-imperialist competition -that had laed to the two World
War-. wans fought to redivide the world on the besis of the relative strength of the respec:
trve capital of the imperialist countries.

in the rest of the third worlkd imperialism had imposed its dominance and discipline
before a nationsl bourgeoitie could srise and carry out an independent bourgeois
democretic revolution. Production in thess countries sincs then has alweys been under
the whip of imperialint capital, and to serve its specific interests within the framework of
its giobel strategy. We shall later snalyse the phenomenon of neo-colonialism, but it has
this bearing hers that imperialist whip continues 10 lash o thess countries even sfter
their political independence. The point, however, i that thes differsnces between Japan
and the third worid sre fundemental and arise out of historical circumstances.

With thess countrissdt has never been b question simply of getting raw matériali snd using -
thelr markets for thil ssle of manufectured products. These sconomic functions heve been
carriad out within 3 cartain framework of relationship, a relstionship of direct exploits-
tion, one in which trade never 100k place on the besis of what bourgeals economists like
to call “free trade”, but one in which impaerialist capital directly dominated production
itseif in the colonial or semi-colonies, determined the wage structures in these countries,
and directed the production into lines which served the imperialist nesds. That is why, for
the greater part of the lives of thess countries they have been producers of industrial raw
materials to feed the factories of the imperialist countries at prices determined by condi-
tions set by the imperialist monopolies. |f they have now begun in some of these countries
to go into some manufscturing (although the bulk of them still remain producers of
industrisl raw materisls, including metals and oil), that is because of the development of
the productive forces in these countries (such as, for example, Brazil, Indis snd South
Africs,) allow for such manufecturing, though this is still done under the effective control
of imperalist capital.



The relationship between the developed capitalist countries and the third world colonies
and neo-colonies has necessarily to be imperialistic, because on no other besis can they
control the conditions of production by which they can sscure from them countries the
kind of commodities they require, in the right quantities and of the right quality, and at
prices effectively set by tha monopolies. This doss not meen' that thers are no contradic-
tions between thess countries and imperialist monopolies. As we said sbove, nothing can
axist without its opposits, The present struggie over the pricss of oil is » manifestation of
this contradiction, and an exsmplification of the point thet the monopolies do not want
their commodities ¥t any price =t as 8 result of “fres trade™, but st a price that they can
maonopolistically dictats to the third world commodity producens.

This, in fact, is the sssence of imperisliem. The crisis of over-production in melation 10
profitability (snd not in relstion 0 consumption, s some underconsumptionists liks
Baran and Sweszy, Samir Amin and Arghiri Emmanus! see i, following the leed of Ross
Luxsmburgl thet capitalism faced in the letier pert of the ninetsenth century forced:
the capitalist entarprises on the one hand to grester cantralisstion of capital (of which -
cartels, tnsts and syndicates were thelr onganisational expression), and on the other
hand %o restructurs the organic composition of capital in order to fight ageinst the crisia
of profitability. The supply of cheap rew materials from the coloniss and semi-colonies
was part answer 0 this crisis, and it has continued to remain an sssential slement in
capitelist production and reproduction on an extended scale. Hencs imperialism.

The presest stretagy of imperisliam

By the pressnt we meen since the end of the second Worlkd War, for alithough the two mts
of circumstances which condition the pressnt strategy have besn present sver since the
end of the First World Wer and the October Revolution, thess have become specially
potert since 1964, The first is the chellengs posed by socislism. Socisliam is the direct
negation of capitaliem, for it alms 1 divest the capitalists of their ownership and control
of means of production and put them dirsctly in the hands of the producen themashes.
The second s the third world peaple’s struggle for national liberstion, which, in perti-
cular s the negation of imperisliam though it cannot achisve this without negeting

capitalieorn aleo. It is for this rmason thet the present strategy of impaerisiien Js two pronged.
It is on the ong hand anti-socislist; snd it is on the other hand anti-netionalist.

Looked at it from the other sids, an alliance betwesn the forces of socisliem and those of
nationaliem would for sure spell the desth knell of imperisliem and capitalism. To ssparsts
nationalien would for sure mpell the desth knell of imperisllem and capitaliem. To
separvts these two foroes has thus becoms the cardinal snd key slement in the strategy
of imperislism. This Is what hes given birth. In relstion to the third world countriss, o
“the strategy of neo-colonialism. Let us thersfors explore this phenomaenon, for although
much hes been written on it, its essential slements are sometimaes obscured in moralising
piatitudes and mystificstion.

*Neo-colonislism™ s Dan W. Nsbuders has cormectly pointsd out, ““is & historical stage in
the svolution of particular social production relstions based on an inherently expioitative




system”. (p. 396) Ita objective remains the preservation of the sxploitative systam of
imperiatism in it fundemental ementisls, & we described sbove. |13 strategy is to séparate
nationalsm from socislism where the two coslesce in the arsas under imperialist control.
its tactics sre detsrmined by the circumstances of ssch particulsr situstion in which
imperialism finds itself confrontsd with ity Two opposites, socislism and nationsliam, like
yesterdey it was in Vietnam and South Esst Asia, and today in Zimbabwe and Southern
Africa.

The genersl implications of the strategy have become clesr over the yesrs, and can be
objectrvaly studied and documented. At the politicsl level, the strategy has been, when
confronted with demands for self-determination to prolong colonisliem for a8 long =
possible, and then, when sl sise hes failed, to divide the nationalists among “radicals”
and “moderstes’”’ 30 that power could be handed over to the latter. (One can me this
sirategy st play, for instance, st the present Geneva conference on Zimbsbwe). At the
intemationsd political level, the strategy is to mparate the nationalists, as far as possible,
from the influence of socislist states, and socialist idess. At the social level, the strategy
1510 encourage the growth of such social ciasses 23 would continue to remain economically
and culturaily dependent on imperialism, and constitute the “"moderstes” out of whom a
pov+ment might be formed when the time comes. At the sconomic level, and at this
level the strategy of neo-colonislism is at i3 strongest, it 4 to make MiNor CONCESSIONS
when necessary (such s on matters of trade and aid, or nationalisstion) but to turm every
opportunily to tie the neo-colonies more secursly to the economic spronstrings of im-
perialism. Hers such imermational institution: s the World Bank, the International
Monetary Fund, the GATT and the European Economic Community (the Lome Conven-
tion) are st the service of imperislism to regulate the economies of the neo-colonies
under the dictatss of monopoly finance capital. At the military level, and at this level the
strategy peradoxically is a1 its weskest, it is 10 use war a3 a3 means to advance i3 political
interests whenever necessery. .The weskness of the military means stems from the fact
that it can be very counterproductive for impenalism, for it on the one hand unites the
nationafitt foroes, making it difficult to divide the tm'ﬂ’ from the “militsnts”’, and
on the other hand, it opens the door to the pomsibility of uniting nationalsm and
socislism (in the form, specially of mssistance from socisiist countries to the national
hberation {orces), which is snathema to imperisism. This is for nstance what happened in
Vietnam and Angols. It is for this resson that imperialism has made an ideclogy out of
“"pesceful sttiement” of disputes, though it never fails 1o use war when it suits its
mterests. Finally, st the rdeologrcal level, and here its weapons are almost s powerful as
at the sconomic level, the strategy is sither to inculcate reactionary brands of nationalism
{one, for instance, that “believes’ in capitainm, privats enterprise and the “free trade”’),
or fmling that, to sncourage such brands of petty bourgeois socialism as are far removed
from proletarian scientific sociatism. Incressingly, imperialism is beginning to recognise
that some brands of petty bourgeois socialism, such a3 thoss procisimed in many parts of
Africa, some of them camourflaged even under the false red banners of “scientific
socirlism”™ or “Marxism’ are extremely useful functional tools in the struggle sgainst
the trusly proletarian socialism.




These, schematically, are the slements of the strategy of neo-colonsiam, whom particular
combinations ars determined by tactical considerations relating 10 sach concrete situation.
imperislism of courss, is s prone 1o miscalculstions as its adversanes in the struggle.
The entry for example, of South African troops to push the fortunes of UNITA n
Angola in lats 1975 by means of military support crested quite the opposite effects from
those imperialism had intended. On the other hand, imperialsm mght find an unexpected
ally in the situstion. A “front line” state in the neighbourhood of the thestre of struggle
may itself have interest in the outcome of the struggle (like Syrua in the present struggle
in the. Lebanon), and may unexpectedly (for hitherto it may have championed the cause
of liberation) tum out objectively as an ally of impenslam in eliminating “extreme”
elements from among the nationalist forces. The complexity of the concrets uituation thus
presents & vast array of tactical considerations which may change rapidly during the course
of the struggle. . -

Having said thia, it must quickly be added that the outcome of the struggle againit
imperialism in 8 particular concrete 5itustion is nol & matter of chance, or 8 loruitous
combination of tactical conuderations on the part of both adversares. The tacthcal
decitions made st & point in Lime May appear 1o be expresswons of real oplons made
a1 the will of thos who made thess decinons, whether it o imperialism or the nationsi
liberstion forces. But, in the final snalysis, they are expressons of the particular class
interest that they represent, whach, in thew tum, are determined by the nature of the
struggle itslf. On the' side of impenalism the nature of the clases sre easier 1o Wdentify
for they have been a constant factor in sll struggies for national liberaton. But on the side
of the liberation forces, the nature of the class forces may be a lhittle more diffscult to
define, for the situstion in Vietnam would be different from that in Mozambique, and
the situstion in Mozambique different from that n Angols, and the uTuatron 10 Angola
different from that in Zimbabwe. '

It s therefors necessary for us o 1oy 8 lew words, i very general terms, on the counter
_imperislistic strategy that s obyectively called for grven the nature of wnperalism n the
present spoch, the nature of the national struggles, and the alignment of forces internaliy
to the colonies and nec-colonies and ntemationally.

Although the word “strategy’” would mem to suggest the mental act of a military genius
‘who would produce from his mind a brilkemt strategy for the defeat of the enemy. to
believe that this is in fact what happens is to lapse into metaphysics. Engels puts us rght
on this question: “Armament, cOMPOLItON, SMPENSALION, WICLICS and strategy depend
sbove all on the stage reached st the time of production and on cOmMMuUNICILoNs It 5
not the 'free crestions of the mind’ of genersis of genius that have had a revolutionizing
etfect here, but the Imvention of better weapons and the change i the human matenal,
the solchers; at the very most, the pan played by generals of genius i3 imited 10 adapting
methods of fighting 1o the new weapons and combatants, (p. 200). If this s true of military
stratagy Of which Engels was writing here, 1t i3 even more true of political strategy that



it is not the “free creation of the mind" but a product of the social relations of production
and how the opposing clasmes are posed in contradiction to esch other as “"combatants”.

There 5 another thing that has to be born in mind. A strategy does not simply spring from
the blue. As Mao Tw-tung had srgued in his controversy with the Deborin School of
dealism in the Soviet Union in the 1830"s: Contradictions sppesr from beginning
to the end of a process. The Deborin School had srgued that contradiction appesred not
at the nception of a process but only when it had developed up 10 a certain stage.
(SW, Veol. 1, P: J17-8):

Thus capitalism hed crested its opposite, the proletariat, st its very inception. The con-
tradiction between those who own capital and those who sell their labour-power will
continue until the end of capitalism. There have, of course, been many phases in this
struggle, and in sech phase the “combatants™ had worked out their own strategies, given
their relative strength and the degree of political conaciousness. We have now meached a
phase in which capitalism is in its last phase, in its most reactionary phase (for historically
it has been a progremive force st some stage], while the proletariat is beginning to
recognise the messure of its strength, ]

It is the same with the struggle between imperialism and the peoples of the third world.
This struggle has been going on from the very inception of imperialism, though it has
pessed through many phases, and the strategies of the two “combatants” have varied from
phase to phase. We are now in the eve of imperialism’s final collapse, though not yet the
collapse itself,

4

In the developed capitslist countries, a national bourgeoisie had emerged and had in
slhance with the oppressed pessantry smashed the beses of feudal oppression. Bourgeois
relahons of .production had begun to erode feudal relations from the fifteenth century
omwards, but it was not until about the last quarter of the ninetsenth century that the
bourgeoisie had completed their national democratic revolutions in Western Europe,
the United States and Japan. By the ume of the first World War, national democratic
revolutions were siresdy a thing of the past in these countries. From now on it was the

niruggle between the capitalists and the workers that commanded the centre of the stage.

This, however, was not the case with the colonial, semi-colonial and nec-colonial pre-
wrves of imperwalism. Here the natwonal question still remains unresolved, Here the
national democratic revolutions are not a thing of the past, but » thing of the present.
Imperialism blocked the development of the nation-states in the sreas under its control
and continues to do 0. What we know & “natioms” in the third worlkd are historical
eations of imperialism. Their “national bourgeoisie”, where such exist, ace too weak
too dependent on imperialism to be able to carry out the national democratic revo-
ulions in these countries. They are on the one hand oppressed by imperialism, since
mperialiam thwarts their attempts to centre the national market, but on the other hand
hey are tearful of a rising proletariat which could effectively rob them of victory, like
he Bolsheviks had done six months after the bourgeois revolution of April, 1917, Thus
th in Turkey. after the Kemalist revolution of 1923 led by a national merchant
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bourgeoisie, and in China, sfter the Sun Yat-sen led bourgeois revolution of 1911, these
revolutions could not be consolidated, and the bourgeoisie had 1o run for the protaction
of imperialism to save them from the working clases, and the two countries became semi-
colonkes of imperislism. Thus, the “nationsl bourgeoisis” of the third world countries,
flabby and wesk as they are, & spent force. In other words, they are not able 10 carry out
their historic mission of kbersting the psoples of the third world from the yoks of
imperiaklism, and of carrying out a rational democratic revolution.

It was a correct appraisal of this situation that had led Mao Te-tung to declars that time
had coms when the historic mission had to be taken over from the bourgeoisie by the
working classss themesives. The oid type of netional democratic revolutions wers blocked

by imperialism. Hence only & “new™ typs of nationsl democratic MEvPITIons wers on the |

agenda. In thess the proletarist would taks the lesdership in combeting imperiaiism
directly, in alliance with the pessentry (excepting that is, the feudsl landiords), the petty
bourgeoisie, and sven the “netional bourgesisie” whers such axisted, for they 100 are
oppremed by imperiskiam though t00 wesk to owerthrow L

Thoss who say that socislist rvolutions are siready on the sgends of the psoples of the
neo-coloniess in the third workd ere profoundty mistaken. As long & imperisiism conUinues
to dominats thess neo-coloniss, the struggle sgeinst imperiasliam by a netioned front led
by an aliance of workers and pessants is the immedists order of the day, though n onder
to consolidets s vickory and prevent & countar-revolution the New Democratic Revolu-
tion hes o pam immedistely over to the phasms of the socislist revolution. Them two
stages of the revolution are distinct and cannot be confused, or fused, one with the other.
It must be understood, furthermorse, thet s long as capitalism and it necessary outgrowth
imperislism remein in the ret of the developed capitalist worid, the netional liberstion
strugples of the peoples of the third workd must remain & pert of a lerger struggle in whech
the other part corsists of the struggiss of the working classss of the imperialist countries
tharmeslves.

It is in the light of this stratagy which sums up the experience of the woirking clessss
everywhars and of the oppremssd peoples of the third worid in thelr struggle sgens
imperislisn thet we must ssem the prospects snd cutcoms of the present anti-imperisiia
struggle in Southarn Africa.
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REPORT ON THE ROLE OF THE.RIOT POLICE IN THE BURNINGS
AND KILLINGS IN NYANGA TOWNSHIR, CAPE TOWN, CHRISTMAS 1976,

"1 tell you, if these were silent,
the very stones would cry out”, (Lk, 19.40)

This report. has been prepared by members of the Ministers' fraternal of
Langs, Guguletu and Nyanga, We believe that we would be failing in our
Christian duty if we did not share what we have seen and heard,.

We have received Tepeated and reliable irn-iitnﬂii accounts cnn:arning
the events which took place during the Christmas weekend in Nyanga,,
From these accounts tha following facts have emerged: =

1)

2)

3)

IT WAS THE RIOT POI ICE *“/HO MADE POSSIBLE THE APPALLING KILLINGS
AND BURNINGS OF THE CHRISTMAS JCEMEND IN NYANGA, AND THAT IF
THEY HAD CHOSZM, THEY COULD HAVE PREVENTED ANY SZRIOUS CLASH.

THE RIOT POLICZ OR A SIGNIFICANT STCTION OF THEM ENCOURAGED
AND INSTIGATFED CEZATAIN MIGRANTS TO HTTHEH '

CERTAIN MIGRANTS WERE DECEIVED INTO THIHHIHE THAT THEY WOULD
BE STOPPED FRO:! GOING TO WORK, :

SOMT WERE TOLD TO ARM THEMSELVIS TO AVOID ATTACK WHEN THIS
WAS NOT INTENOED, _

RIOT POLIC™ ACTUALLY A33ISTED WITH THZ "ATTACKS = SHOOTING AT
RESIDENTS, - PREVENTING THEM FROY PROTECTING THEIR FAMILIES

. AND HODUSES.

SOME RIOT POLICE ACTUALLY ENCOUIAGED THE MIGRANTS TO KILL
SOME DF THE RESIDENTS 87 POINTING OUT THE WOUNDED ON THE GROUND,

PETROL BDMBS JERE USED IN ATTACKS. SOME WERE TRAINED, BY
CERTAIN PEOPLE IN AUTHORITY, IN HOW TO MAKE AND USE PETROL
BOMBS . - .

We are aware that the above assertions are extremely serious, However,
we are fully satisfied that they are true. These things are generally
known in the townships., We ‘present below only a r-u of the many aye-
witness accounts that have reachod usi

EYE-WITNESS ACCOUNTS

Mrs, E,X. Police shoot at people fleeing from sgene of uinlnnci;

& Whon we heard that our homes were being attacked, we decided to gc to
the bushes betwsen MNyanga and Crossroads, My husband carried-our
large mattress, As wo went we were seen by police, who then started
shooting at us, We fell on our stomachs and a little later got up
and made our way back, this time to the Church,

" We were crrinq out = Lnrd, where are the police to protect us?
But we sew how they were helping those who were attnckinq us and
burning the houses®,

Mrs, D.M, Rjiot P nstigated G of Men kill and burn

" On Sunday afternoon, 26th December, 1976, I was in my backyard when
5.vans with Riot Police came into Sth Avenue, Nyanga. I saw a Riot
policeman sitting in front on the bonnet, He shot at Mr, M, (clean

‘name). Mr, M, is an elderly man, he was carrying ‘no weapon,
intending no harm, I had only just spoken to him as he passed my
gate, .

" After the shot Mr, M, fell to the ground, bleeding at the stomach,

/"I saw’ ...



