THE AFRICAN TAIILY TODAY

In South Africa, os clsewhere in Africn -
and indecd throughout the world - traditionzl kinship
systems arc chnnging extcensively in _hsnonso to the

new conditions sct by a modern irdustricl cconomy.
New neceds have been awokened by the avallahility of a
wholc rnew range of mo \teriel goods, scrvices and ameni-
tics, lMoney hns to be carned, chicfly in thce towns
which arc thc centres of production, to mect these
new necds, This new impersonnl mediuwm of exchange
is replacing the traditionnl systen of personnl
reciprocitics and st-malat*n; an individunlism which
iz eharpoetoristic of the mudcrn werld, HModern
medicine in its widest scnsc is reducing the death
rate ané prolonging the 1lifc span., The Africoan
porulsation in tac Republic, which was 3¢ million at
the dbeginning of the century, is now cstimnted to be
12% miilion ~nd to rench 28 million by the yenr 2,000,
Increasing population pressurc in the Rescrves nns
brought about an acute shortage of lnnd and mnde the
hﬂopl“ over morce dcpcnabnt on woge-carning clsewhere
fer basic necessities. The traditional subsistence
ceconomy, upon which the ¢oxt nJed fomily vwias bascd and
which cnabled it to be o seclf-sufficicent cconeomie
unit, is unablec to suppert the family under nodern
conditions ~nd mcet its cnsh requircnenis for tax,
“'oo_ ces and other csscntials, Conscquently there
has ucen o large-seale ro llut *ibution cf the African
ponu_quon. WVhereas a2t the beginning of the century
10% c¢f the African pce:; lﬁ viere in the urban arecas,
today thc proportion is nlmost onc tllrd, somc 3%
millicn persons,

Before attempting to describe the shape of
tl.c prescnt-dny African foamily, it ni"“t be hc“pful
bricfly to 01L11re the main choracteristics of the
traditional family as 1t functioncd in tribal Socicty
in South Af*lc". I realize, of eourse; thet thor
wes no one traditicnel family and thot the differ nt
tribal groups varicd in o number of ways. But it is
generally agreed that these differcences were of minor
significonec compnred with the predonminnnt featurcs
common to thom.



To begin with the establishment of a new
foamily: in tradltlcnuL socicty marriage wos primarily
contract between two groups of kin, a contract that
vas scalcd by the tronsfer of lobolo from the family
of itn¢ bridcgroom to that of the oride. This docs
net nican that the personnl wishes of the bride and
bridcgroom playcd no part, but it does nican an centirc-
ly different emphasis from that of today where indivi-
ducl choicc bascd on personal compatibility and feelings
0 romantic love arc tne main-spring of modern moarriege.
Traditional morriage meant that the family of the bride-
groor: was accuiring a new member for its group, who
woqu iive in the homestcad of her husband's father
and ar children who would be members of his lincage.
UnllKC today, where narringe usually means sctting
up o new unit which lives on its own, traditional
arrioge meant cnlarging ond perpetunt ing the husband's
homes+cad. If a woman was unable to heve children,
her kin hed to provide anotner weoman or forfeit the
lobolo - for the main function of lobolo was *o *rans-
fer to the husband's group thne rignt to the children
born of the marriage, Fertility wos o primary value
in traditional sociecty, a valuc wnich is 5till of
importnnce to many Africans, particularly to thc men.
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The homestead consisted of a gr

o man, his wives, one or more of their no
with their wives and children, unmarricd
Trequently one or morc odditional relotive
an cxtended fanmily. Within this cxtended fami
husband, wife and chiLd-b - the elementary fomi
formed onc scgment among others, Unlike thc mod
cstern family which consists of a nucleus or corc of
husband, wife ~nd their childrcen surrounded by o
fringe of tlood rclativos on both tho mother's and

the _atnn“‘s side, the traditional foamily consisted
of a corce of blcod rblntlujﬂ of the father's line sur-
rounded by a fringe of wives (1). Thnis obviously
affceted the naturc of the marriage rcletionship which
did not prescripe the closc inter-netion, cmotional
dependency, sharcd activity ang comp“nlo“ hip which

arc the ideal standards of rnartners in a nodern clemen-
tary fomily. In a trbcltlquW hruschola it was more
importont for the young wifc to get on well with her
mother-in-law, with whom she was morc ¢loscly ossocia-
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tcd than with her husband.

The trﬂdi*'onul system cmphasiscd the

cs of scniority, authority passing down the
ineal linc, male dominction and femolce subor-
on The extended fanily, in adéition to being
a rcsidcential unit, was cconomically sclf-sufficicnt,
itself producing prrctically 2ll its own rcauirencnts,
and o recligious unj:, with the hcad of the houscheld
ecting as pricst and mointaining the cll-impertant

conncetion between tne dead anccstors and their
living descendonts,

The two points I weuld like to cmphosize,
beeause I think they particularly influcnecd the nature
of people's lives and also the process of moulding and
shaping the cncowing g“ncra‘lon are, first, the oppor-
tunitics the extended fonmily gave fo“ fonllng & rela-
tively wide reonge of clesc personal oticchrents ang,
sccondl ¥, The clear definition of bchaviour natterns
between diffcrent cntegorices of kin. Brondly, it
woe the father and his rclatives who cxerciscd autho-
rity, 2nd to them defercence cond respeet hod to dbe
given, The mother's rclatives, particularly her
brother, were indulgent and closc, showing open nffce-
tion ~nd inviting intimoecy ond familiority. Whilc
I do not want to give the impressicn that bchaviour
was cutomaticelly recgulated or that diffcrences of
pcrsowcl,,y wcrc not of grecat importencc, it does scen
that the child wn from carlicst childhcod, brought
into contact \ltn o wi dbnwn& ClTClu of people, first
in tho homestead and then in the wider kinsaip group,
linkad tc¢ him by a prcceisc relationship, to whom he
kncw how to bcnavc and from whom hc could in turn
cxpeet certain predictable forms of bchavicur.
Holleman says, "In the treditional sccial pattern,
the life of on individual, man, woman or child, is
wrapped up in an intricately woven, corcefully balanced
and very widespread fabric of kinship ;L;.tLOWS.

In this 'wecb of kinship' ... person's sccinl posi-
tion is morc or less niccly b ltnchd between relatives
(by blood or by marringc) who arc superior, and thosc
who arc subordinate. This is not nmecrecly 2 nmatter

of formality, of taking carc to usc the correct form
of ‘adércss, It involvces a code of benaviour oand 2
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pattern of soecinl order in which cvery person mecting
enother person within this web of finshi ip, is edither
cxpccted to cxtend scrvice, obedicnce or courtesy to
the othor, or 1s ¢ntitled to reccive it, Deponding
on the porticular type or ancarncese of the relationship,
these social obligations arc discharged with varying
mcasures of familiarity. The point to remenber is
that thesce relations arc so widesprecad thoat they in-
volve most of the pcople with whom a person regularly
comcs into contaet with the nﬁighbourncc~” (2 }s
Hollecman hupponoa to be speaking at the time of Afri-
cans in Southern Rhodesia, but I think thot his
renarks arc equally applicable in South Africa,

where kinship likewisc formed the basis of the

social strueturc.

Apart from the period boys and girls

spent 2t initiation schools, which were held in most
tribes, cduecation was an informal process, cnicfly
lecarning by deing, prcdominoantly in the home and on
the ficlds in the compony of the mother ﬂna other
femcle relotives for girls, and in thc cattle-kroals
and pastures in the company of their own and onbr
age groups for bhoys. Thc child's own o2ge ~nd pla
roup and that of the next older group sccw1nply
exerted o dcuorrlnlnb influence in sccuring confor-
mity to the prevailing rules. Studics of the Xhosa
kove “JHWys a ho' thcsc aZroups controlled the cxpres-
sion of two of the individucl's strongest instinctunl
drives - aggrussicn and scx - and pirevented young
men in their rcgul stick fights ~nd in their scex
relipvions with girls fron over-sicrping socially np-
proved boundaries, In kceping with the attitude
which held that regulor sexucl satistaetion wos the
nornel reguiremcnt of cvery adult, whetnor morricd or
unmar.'icd, pre-moritol sox lﬂt“rCOuTSZ Was o recog-
niscd 1u°t1tut10n. But, as illegitimacy vias strongly
conucw 1cd and subjecet to varicus sanctions, only
cxvernal intercoursc was pernitted (u usoria in zZulu,
ukxwiesshin in Xhosa). Krige (3) rcports that acmong
The Zuld ond Mpondo, defloration brought shanc on the
whole oage group of girls, who would mnltrcat the
guilty girl as punishaent, The tﬂants, nockery and
other forms of punishnent inflicted by the nge group
cn o young men or woman who went furiher thon the per-

- 19 -



mitted form of pre-marital scx relations, together
with periodic examinations of the girl to sce if ehe
was still intaet, and the firne levied on the man,
apprcer to hnve ensured thot few children were born
out cf wvedlock.

The cxtended fomily, together with other

n
the people with whom an individual assccinted, It
was not the only group to which he tclonged. lic
associnted with neighbours, drank with them, hunted
with them, joined then in ocensional work prrties,

he wvent to an initiation school, he mi~kt belong to

a regiment, But the extended family fulfilled, in
pddition to its primary purpose c¢f procrcation,
cduccationnl, eccnomic nnd religious functions which
the fanily of todeay sharcs with speclalized cgencics,
such as schools ané churches, which aid not cxist

in traditional socicty. Consequently the individual
ecrrvied out far nmore of his zetivities within the
family than today and the traditicnal fonily coxerciscd
a greanter degrec of control over its members thon ca
the nmodern fanily. Cn the one hond, this type of
systenm restricted choice and freedom of action, be-
cnuse without the fanily ond the support of the kin,
cn when a nan depended for his lobolo cattle and 2
wife for her ellocation of land, n person would be
alone indced. On the cther hend, it offerced protee-
tion, enotional nand econormic sccurity. The systen
was, ooviocusly, not free of strains and *ernsions,

No group composcd of numan beings with their diverse
cndovmients nnd differing temperancnts can be free of
strains. The mony acccunts of witecheraft nccusations,
particulorly anong co~wives, of rivelrics between sons
for the succession, of married sons being driven out
of the family homestcad or thensclves defiantly leav-
ing, point to confliects and tcusions. But from the
accounts that hove becen vrititen, it oppears that the
raditional family was o rclatively stable unit,

and that children on the whole grew up to acecept the
patterns of the socicty ~nd to become as their mothers
and fathers were beforc then,

Wowhere, neither in country but nore porti-
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cularly in town, hnas this traditionnl fomily systen
been naintained unchanged, DJt the incidence of change
¥arics ccnsidorably The genernl tendency is for the
homestend to Docorc sneller, the extended family to
shrink, and the wider kinship bonds to wecoken.
Reader, for example, scys "Visible changes are taking
place in the traditionnl Zulu kinship systenm which
the HMakhanya have Qlﬂ”yo obscrved" (4) He found an
average nunber of soven persons pcr honestead in the
quhsnyﬂ tribol wrﬁn ~nd that 44% of the homestcod con-
sisted solely of ph,xrt¢ and children (5). Pcople
tended, he soys, to be concernzd only with their in-
mcdiatc rclations - parcnts, father's brother and
mother's brothcer, brother and sister, wifc and parcnts-
in-iaw, A1l the remoining relatives werc receding
into the background, unlcss a close association devel-
opcd becenuse of the cccident of living near together
or beecausc of purely individunl prefercnee,

to be truc of the
"I‘:' :-.'r Doars “"-l-'lr:t

This likewisc cppenrs
Towns ‘hc“o, as n1150n sayvs, (6) ars t
relo hivs arce of much
imnortonce, that 13, porents on chil1ror, arand-
parcnts and grandchildrenrn, brothers and sisters ond
their children”, But it nmust be stresscd thot cven
nore distont relations who normnlly sce little of cach
othcr do ceme together ond help ecach other when a
fanily is in distress, particularly at times of dcath
3 Se This appears to be the case in town and
nd to maintain the conncelion between rurnl
and urdban kin, While the wider kin group no longer
co-cperates closely as it did formerly, kinship rela-
tlonshl cven onong thc viider kin groun have not dis-
sclved and rclationships ﬁlck anve long lain dornant
can be, and often arc, Zu-ﬁC sivated in tinmes of nced.
Prosperity, it may be added, 21so often has the sanme
cffeet as nany a sueccessful businessman, saddliced by a
horde of necwly discovered relations clanouring for
help, will ruefully attest,

only primary and sccondary ro

Onc of the reasons for the sueller home-
stead in the country is the infrequency of polygyny
nowvadays. Christian narriage is by definition mono-
gamous, but it is becoming increasingly rore for non-

Christians %o haove more than onc wife (about 5% among
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the Makhanya). Furthermore, shortage of land often
prevents the homestcad from supporting narricd sons
and their families. lMorcover nany present-day nus-
bands and wives do not wont to live with the husband's
parcnts, the wife particulorly objecting to live under
the supcrvision of her mother-in-law. In this res-
pect, as in many others, there are markcd diffcrences
between what are called the Schoel peeple, that is
pcople, the mejority of whom are Christisns, who

have had somc education and have broodly accepticd the
valucs ossocinated with Christienity and the modern
world, the conscervative sceticn - the so-callcd Red

or Blanket people - who rojeet Christianity ond resist,
to the maxinua extent possible, the forces of modern-
ization (17). Vilakazi, in his beok, Zulu Trensfor-
nationg, described many differcnces between Christlan
and nen-Christian fomilies living in the Nyuswa Rescrve
not only in religioug practiccs and ritual, but in
family rclotionships and the recarirg of children.

The patriarchal pattern is more evident in non-Chris-~
tian familics, while in many Christian fomilies wives
arc resentful of male authority, family interference
and want to be treated o8 their hushand's equals.
Vilakazi found that the 14% of homcestoads which con-
sisted only of mother, father and children, with no
othicr relatives living there were mostly Christian (8).

Migrant labour has, obviously, inportant

effecets on the family, nore pronounced in rescrves
for away from cenires of cmployment than in those,
such ns the one Vilakazi denls with in the Valley of
PN

the Thousand Hills necar to Durtan, where workers can
conmiute home at least for weck-cnds. In Keiskanma-
nock it wes found that 459 of the adult men ond 15%

of the adult woren were away working (29). To cach
squarc nile c¢f land there were 53 children and aged
pcrsons, 19 adult women and 8 cdult men workers 110).
This affcets, firstly, the cempesition of the family
which shows, not only abnormality in structure becausc
of the cosence of necarly helf the adult nen, but also
a wide range of variation, Working wives or unmarried
rnothers lcave their children with relatives while they
are away. A nan nay likewise prefer to have his wife
and childrcen stay in the nenestead of rclatives during
his abscnce. Purther, as these pecople come and go,
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there is constant change in the nmembership of the
fanilies, What offccts this has on thc cmoticnal
sccurity of thc children has neot, tc my knowledge,
been studied. ‘hh+ prclonged scporaticn of husband
and wife inperils the marrisge rcquires ne caphasis.
The cffeets arc reflceted in the Ilﬂﬁlhg in Xciskamma-
hock that slightly morc than twe-fifthns of the honc-

ads had fenale nceds, most of them s-id to be
widows, 1“0 remainacr divorced, descricd or unmarriced
nothers (11),

As onc would cxpeet, it is in the tovms that
chonges in the composition and functions of the family
and in the natterns of behovicur between its members
are most marked. In the vural arcas, chonge cong
grodunlly. In tovms it wos nmere sudden ond all-
cneoripassing. Housing in tovmns is designed for the

clenentary family and J“kcs 110 provision for setile-
ment on o kin basis, cven if the kin arc prescnt and
if differeneces in education and econcnic standard
arce not great encugh to make the different eleomentary
fanrilies want to live apart from cach ather, While
it iz truc that in the rural arcas ihe kinship strue-
turc 1is ﬂ.a;luLt"ating, the proeess hias proccaded
much further in the tovms, There the fanily is on
its own, no longer cmbedded in the wed of Xinshi
which was the basis of the traditionrl system, one
anorngst tﬂou5ﬂ11o c, otn"“ sepoarnte units differing
i 171 ’ Ld stondord of living and
cdu in the values they hold and the
beliefs they profess, Ru?ovﬂ cvery nonbur of a
.

d c_,Lon
faniiy, o vast choice of personal relaticuships
1.

prescnts i Gllf. and also of nembarship of different
groups or associations, "For the tovmsiian", says
Wilson, h trans fo“naticn from a sceicty bescd

p“irﬂ“"ﬁ on kinship to onc bascd on asaoc1ation is
complete (12)."

The owpn 18is here is on the strueture of the
total socicty, today composed of ~ nultitude of differ-
ent P”"““lS?thﬂS and arcupings, formal ond inforaal,
It docs nct nean that the family as such, in this casc
the clementary fanily, hoe lost its primocy. In 211

socinl unit 2nd its

+ b1
socictics the fomily is the b“%ic
funetions cre of supreme importane

«©
.

Although fornal
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cducation is given in schools ané universitics the
child is largely shcoped within the fanily. The pat-
tern o personal relationships formed within the
enily is regarded as inf1uoncing the nL+u10 of the
rclationships an individucal will form throughcut his
life. The degree of cnotional support 101nd within
the fonily is of vita imoortance. Furthernorce,
although the family is ne longer 2 unit of production,
it remains o unit of consumption, the houschold
depending on the carnings trought in by its nmenbers

- {8 G-

for shared ecssentials,

Implicit in whot I hove alrcady said is vhat

I rcgard as the uvurban family's niost noticcable charac-~
teristic: its varicty. There is no one pattern of
urban African femily Tife, There arc nany chkanging
patterns of bchaevicur within the fenily, mary different
adaptations between the tradificnal and the uodern.
Inc*wc, cccupation and :ducation, 1Lngth cf urban

sidenee -~ quite apart from personcl cttrivutes -

Ao

h_¢“c+ vheez patvterns,

That it is, on average, souncwant sncller
in size than coven the present-day rurel fanily is
shovm by available figurcs, In Junc 1966, the sizc
of fanilies in Sowcto varied from 3.39 phrq-nu for sub-
tcnants to 5.29 for regilstercd tun‘ntu, with an over-
all-average of 5.16 (13). Surveys conducted by the
Burcau of du*rot Research of thc Un*vorcitJ of Scuth
Africa have shown slightly higher averages, varying
from 5.6 in J¢h:nnc5harg S south-wostcrn townships
in 1962 ©o 6.3 in Pretoria,

Of the actual conpcesition ¢f these families
we know very 1ittle, coerteinly as far cos Johaldusbx;g
is cencerncd beeausc this type of inves u:gntion nas
not heen undertaken, Ia the past there wus rtainly
considerable fluctuation in the Tanily, chlldren bcing
scnt to rclatives in the C.uﬂtrj ~NG cnlldrcn from the
country bcing sent tc tovms: sinmilarly wives meved
er und going to the country on cxtended visits or for
the birth of o baby. Obviovsly this frec movenent
took place beforc worien werc required to carry passcs
and before the present rigid application of influx
control, It is ny inpression that there is todey far
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lcss mobility within the fanily and that most of the
fenmilics censist of parcnts and children frequently,
however, augnented dy grandchildren, particularly the
children of daughters. The Market Reseoarch Survey
found only an average of .33 pcople per houschold who
were not menbers of the 2lementary family.

In East London, where Pauw carricd out a
detailced survey of 105 urboan-born houscholds, the
picture is rather diffcrent. Only onc-fifth of the
foanmilies consisted solely of ncther, father and child-
drcen and there was considercble varicty in the house-
hold composition. There werce 8€ people, of whom only
9 were net kin, other thon mothers, fathers, children
or grandchildren attached to the household - a2 higher
proporiion than is apparcntly present in Johonnesburg,
He found that nearly half thc faomilics consisted of
more than two generations, with the large number of
101 grandchildren present, the mejority children of
daughters, As in Keiskamnaohcek, nmorce than two-
fiftas of <he family hecads were women, of whom one
guarter were unmarricd TO“Q,-u. His meoin conclusions
werc *“ﬁ* contrarj to the traditional paticrn,
fgmlllos tended to extend by thc addition of thne
nother's, not the father's rclatives., And, nmore in-

portant, that whilc the Llor”ﬂt“”y fanily wns the
basic typc, it snowed 2 strong tendenecy to losc the
father at an carly stage, (14 in othcr words, un-
steble marrisge and & considerable prorortion of
breoken families

gudging Ly thc roturns for Soweto, which
s"uu thot 18% of the fbh_l:os had fonnle heads, the
situa tiun oy be differvent in Johanicsburg. On the
oth c“ hond, in the clder-established Lastern Bantu
Tow Plh, 41% of its 660 families hove wouen os
fuul ly hcads, Pcssibly this is an indication of a
trend thet will becone nore marked in Sowoto at a
later stagn.

The contracticn in the sizc of thce fanily
and the likelihood thot most families ceonsist conly of
parcnts and children means a nuch greater cmoticnel
interdependence within the small family nuclcous.,
Parents arec enlled on to accept responsibilitices and

- 25 -



functions - cducationrl, cconconic ~nd crnotional - that
were formerly carricd cut by a groupn of kin,

In & nunber of fomilies, new ﬁﬁttorns of
behaviouwr between hushand ongd wife and botwee porents
nna hll iren have developed which nee *1» dcuands of
these new conditi:ns In such huous uulﬂ°, there is
¢closc ce-operation bct :n husbond ond wife, consulta-
tion about uoncy na ticr the children's oducatian,
and other concerns. ThC““ ore shared aetlivitices,
such ns visiting or going to church togother, In

some fonilics, the children arc dravm into this com—
panionable ctnosphere ~nd cncourcged o itallk freely

with their parenta, The father helps thom with their
nonecwo k and regards himself as joiatly responsible
with his wife for their upbringing. It 5eens to me
that this nattern is rcg:rdcu as thc idenl 1o be

aimed at by professional and niddlc class wunen,
although by no means 211 nen of the some siotus share
this aspiration, “dd its attainment is very infrequent,
confincd chiefly to niddle clcoss fanilics in which hus-
band and wife have sinilar levels of rolatively good
cdueation,

It is more common to find families unde
gstronin beecousc © he unrcsolved conflict between thb
husband's patrie 1 conduet and the wife's new role
os wago—ocrnor, nonager of thic houschold budget ~nd
cdueator of the childrcu. Mcn, including cducntcd
nen, scen Yo resist the emancipation of women which
modern conditions promote. The ery of many woncn is
that husbands centinue to exerecisc nn alcel authority
and to denond QHQ¢O‘th“th obediecnce from wifce and
children, while nt the sone tice refusing tec co-

perate in bringing up the children nnd, in nony
coscs, noking their fair contributicn o houschold
e¥penditurc. There is littlce evidenece of o desire
by wonen to usurp the non's nosition as hicad of the
horie, but vhot they want is nore cormmunicntion and
co-oneration, prnrticularly in regord to the children's
apbringing. Wonen sean, on the whole, wmore will 1ng
to edopt to the new siiuati:: than the rnien, who appear
to fenr thot a more cqunl reloticnship and a .VLQ por-
nissive attitude will necan Llo Joss of position ~nd
Authority. And, in scrnic fomilies where the wile is
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norec cducated than her husboand, particularly if she
carns morc then he does, this fo is not groundless
for the husbrnd is mnde to fecel infericr.

I think it wculd bec generally cgreed thot

it is the women more chan tho mon whce bear the brunt

f the inevitable strain of itransition. THeir
difficultice are inercnosecd by *“ei“ nbtigusus stotus:
legelly the nmajority arce still subjoet tc Bantu cus-
tomary law while in fact they condret their metivitics
cecononic particularly, within the froncwork of the
common 1law, In Natedl, b4t only In Natel, AYried;
viidowiced cind divorced Afriec~n wonen con JnTy to the
Court of the Bantu Commissicuncr to be cninneinnted
fror the co n‘"cl of o fatacr gr gusrdica vhich, if

grontcd, cunbles thou to eoxoreisc the sone rights as

a nan, owir proporty, nake eontrpoets ~nd
Elscwhere woncn remein perpetual miners in law, sub-
Jeet to the coentrol of a guardinn vhic is C
if the vonon is navried, nor father if she is un-
marrizd or one cof = n~*“ur of othcr nnle relnt
determined by traditional lows of succossion i
husbnrnd or fother hes dicd. This con I

of cntit1113 a distont relcotive of the husbond to
cleoim the property a2 vwiidow bought with he
ings, Women could bc proteceted if, befo
o

ricd under the com:on law, .]T“—]h)tT contrne
viere draval up by o 1 ' w Tight
of indepeadent control o anu propurty.
If, wmorcover, the procti < drav up varitten wills
were to be followed by more peopley o grcac dcal of

hardship co2ld be

’

* In order to ensurce ithnt the estate - for cxanple
of a man morcicd cut of community of property or
by Native Castomnyy Uuien to his wife or of =~
father to his daughtc? -~ does nut £011 under the

control of ihe lcgal gurrdion in the first ccse or of

50
the husband in the sceond, the testator nust oxplieitl;

state in his will thnt vhat iz bequecthed shnhll be in

solc conl. ol of ihe heneficiary ~nd ne% subject vo the
husbond's narital power or So the conirol of nny other
person., This will prevent the cstate beconing subject
to the control of the wan who, in tC-Jb of Bantu law,

is the guardian of the bencficiary.
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In meny cnses ~ in eivil nar_inges cut of
community of property, in lintive Cusronﬂ“y Unions, as
wcll as in longstnnding unions not formelized by
:roaitioun or conmac law - on :h death of the hus-

band, wonen togcthner with their children find themsclves

deprived of property and savings beeruse the man did
not mnke will, This particular cousc of suffering

2

cculd be provcntcd if the husboand is co-ouerative nnd
is preparcd to have a will drawn up.

'rom time to time wouen have pointed te the
need to noke the registration of a lative Customary
Union conpulsory so trnt monon not morried under the

]

comuon law of the cuuntry enn prove they nre married.
Tf“““ are oc0ﬂ31‘,s when it is necessory to e able
to prove thnt they nrc or were morricd. The fact

that men heve been reluctant to support this pronosal
the Jch”drcoruhg Joint Advisory Board, for instnnce,
not having done so - is onc of the sizgns of the Qlf—
?Lxlng h,tluddcs of men ond wonen todny. On the
fifo; h‘nc, a aunber of Advisory Jdﬁrds, j:n~luding
the Join% Bo d in duhﬂHQchdIS hove vchernic: L1y
Df’tOSubu o nst a dircetive issucd Ly the Depari-
nent ¢f Bantu Aﬂ] inistration some tuo yoars ngo,
ingtruecting loeal nutlorities %o rcmove ~ll widowed,

diverced ~nd separated womnen fron the vnmiting lists

for nunicipnl houses, The nen, in this regerd, have
ninde conmnon crusce with tie wonien and have ’Hon. thoir

undcerstonding of the anrdship cruscd to wonen - all
of whem hove qua‘ fied Tﬁ rcsidc in the town 1in toerms
of the ilatives Urbon A-cas Act - by restiricting then
to being subtenantis of ?ogistcroF occupicrs. For
nany wonen, particulariy theosce with nisre than one or
twe echnildren, this virtunlly menns prulsinn fromn the
tovm, for there arc, undcrstondably cnough, very fow
registered cecupicrs preparcd to sub-lct within their
s

b)

mall four-rocned houses to cunother large fonily.

Lobclo, hic*ly in the forn of neney, is
still poid not ﬁnly in Native Custonai'y linions but in
the majority of marringes contracted by civil and/or
Christian rites, It is glear that it no louger
scrves, o5 it did in tenditionnl soccity, to involve
tvwio sets ¢f kin in joint conecern to safegunré the
nor.-iage. Nor do the forper rales relating 1o repay-
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ment if the wife misbchaves apply. "o

-

noney melts", is the tersc comment of toda

I unucrstﬂnc, practically 1MU0051310 for a man to
W 3

obtain repayment of tae lobolo, ov:n if the break-
up of thc marrisge is cntircly his wife's foult,
Morcover, in many Christian unrr1~~cm the bride's

~
arents spend the total smount of tQL lonolo on
clothes for the bride ~nd the wedding rceepti
A number of African women orc of the ﬁ;gpon that
lobolo acccntuntes a2 man's sclf-asscrtivencss and his
deternination, as one woman put it, "to (ct his money'
worth", Such wonen enphotically dcclare that lobolo
rves no usclful purposc whatsoever, and that the
sooncr it is dore awny with, th bottcr.' On the

Ay

s
2 . .
ding professional and

other hand, many wonen, inclu

career wolc“, fecl that lobolo - the anount of which
is now rclated to the bride's cducntion ané occupa-

tion - is a rccognition cof their worth, They feel

LIlL L L
thet marrisge withcut lobolce lesscns o wonan's pres-
tige and dignizty. The debate about loboloy is an

0ld one and the conflicting puints of view arc likely
to pfrsiut I think there is no doutt that the
custom is bhecing cormmercialized. It is al'so clear
that insistence on poyment of all or tac najer paer

of the lcbelo before marriﬁgo cften causcs its 1lengthy
postponcrient and, not infrequently, is followcd by

the brcok-up of the relationshnin, *cavwﬂ" an uanerriecd

e )

nmother and her children with her parcnts.

I said carlicr that pelygynous narirlages
are very infrcquont- it is practically unknown for
e man to have more than one legal wifc prescent in

town with him, But while nnrringes nay te nonoga-
iy

mous in form, polygynous ttltudcs ore still videly
held, The belief thot oo man is cntitled tc access
to a nunber of wonien is still widcsepread. Morital

unfaithfulness is snid te be of couaon occurrence,
chiefly amcng nen, but with nony noareicd vonen like-
wisc having lovers, This forn of strain on an ol-
ready difficult reclanticnship undvubtedly contributes
what oppears to ve a high rate of scparatvicns,

Whercas until fﬂirWV rcecently, Supn.qtlons oriong tvhe
elite appcar to have buen infreguent - middle clnss
status in fact dcnoting resnectability and stability -
the divorce rate now scens to be rising shorply within
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this group. Lecking at the pesitively glowiilg reports,
of diverces of ""OCialitbS", complei; with deseriptions
of what wns wcrn in Court, in somc of the African news-
papers, onc is tenpted to believe that today o fashion-
able divorce is a status symbel.

Rclations between parents ond children also
guffer from the carry-over of traditionc] roles into
a new and choanged fanily situntion. A3 I hove already
indic“tcd, Lery frthers are excessively cuthoritarian
and aloof. Vilnliazi, discuesing father-son relation-
ships anong the Zulu, talks of the "tensencss of at-
nosphere in 2 nouse when the father is there which
ncarly ~lwoays neans that the son nmust leave the houses
the sove rity with which he talks t:z them ~nd the
g\ncrﬂ heppincss in the whole ICL-_y when the father
is away" (Ww\ Mo,hcr“ are nuch closcer to their
children put, in gencral, afticr lavishing indulgent
carc on the baty 11u the toddler, they scen to expect
a docile obedicnece nnd respeet from growing children.,
Later, when the cr17urbn are in their ‘tc“nu, nothers
feel constrained and shy with fthem, particuwlarly in
regard %o discussisn of scex, and hnve ;roﬁt difficulty
in comnunicating with their children on a basis of
casy faniliarity. This exnerience they share with
parunus the world over, The pace of clinnge teday
widens the gap botween the generations, This goap is
even wider when parents are unschC'lcd, illitecrate
and rurzl in outlosk and the children b"vc becen able
to go to school and have acquircd the snart gloss cof
town sophistication. The low avernge c:r'irgs af
the nern ~ 2till adout R40 ner month - nct only conpel
vives who chould be at home with yeung children to go

cut to work, but often menn that parents arce unnble
to necet brsic requirecments of children fo» school
fces, books and uniform, let nlonc their desirce for
fun and swecets.

Y

For tnese and unny othnr reosuns with which

it is not possible to denl now, many children foil to
find in their hones the cnotionnl sw curity they need

or in their parents the medels with whom they will

woant to iden tlfy thomgelves, Mercover, the environ-
nent itself is a defective one. Dus p;tc n nassive
increcase in school cnrolment, prrticulariy in the lower
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primory schools made possible by nmeans ¢of a system

of dcuble sessions, schocling is ncither compulsory
nor frdo, Dosp-,c the incrensing activitics of sone
loeal authoritics and of vclJntury ageneies, recrea-
tionnl facilitices, youth centres and other ccnstiruc-
tive endecavours to mect the nceds of children ~nd
young people are inadcquate.

Children arc today gre wing up in on environ-
rnent in vhich puu_J" opinion earviecs little weight,
in which general norms of bchnviour have not yet dovnl—
opved ~nd in which, norcover, there is ccutc awarcncs
cf the extent of racinl discrininaticn in the Tlows tu
which they are subject. Many, csp cecinlly boys, have
bceone scornfal of all law and all authority. oaren-
tal coatrol hkas w 1Konod and yuuth;ul indiscipline has
grovr.. The sexual morality of traditionnl sccicty
is no longer aCCCptas;o cr cbscrved, Pre-narital
relations ;caay arc not confined to cxierncl intcrccurse,
The result is cvident in the high incidcnes of illegi-
tinncy+ -~ something which iz venorhﬁly deplorcd tut
acccptaed as inevitnable, The leadership of <he wonen's
groups - rcligious and sceulnr - are inercasingly
naking thelr conecern orticulote and nre sccking nore
approprinte ways of dealing with c¢hildren in thoe pre-
scnt situntion. They nsk, for instonee, for the in-
troduction of sex cducmtl,n in scheols vhich weculd,
of c.uwrse, have tec bec preceded by specinl training
courscs for tenchers - something which, as for as my
knowledge goces, is not yct being planned.

- Pouw found that morce than 40% of the children
(2live and dend) of the wonmen in his sanple were
born of extra nmarital union (p. 137) and that norc
than onc half cf the wiierricd women in the sanple
werc mothers (p. 118), The Keiskammahook Rural
Survey (Vel., 3, p. 99) showcd thnt onc quartcr of
21l births were illegitinate nnd gnve cther figurces
rclating to the high incidence of illcgitimacy.
Rrpﬁi,s of icdical Officers of Health on the Reef
show o sinilar high incidcnee of illegitimate tirths
ranging fron 40% of all 1live ﬁfr’ an births in Prec-

soria (1964) to 60% in Sprinze 6,,.
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In a brief paper, over-generalization is un-
avoidable, I an awnrc that I heve cvoer-gencraliced.
I feor that I may, norcover, have high-lighted symptons
of disorganisation in feanily life and hove failed to
decl with thosc devclopments whiech give promicsce of re-
crgonisation deriving prinarily, 1 suz;cst, from the
new reoles women arc asswilng not only as wives oand
mothers hut in church ~nd voluntary organisations ~nd
generelly in community scrvices

In the cconmuically advanced, that is the
highly indvustrialiscd ~nd urb-niscd countriecs, thce
stroins to vhich the elenentnry frmily arce subjeet in
the inpersonnl individuclistic, competitive, moaterial-
istic cnviromment thnat is cherncteristic of nodern
tovms ~rec being increasingly understood. Ir nony such
countrics o complex of network of scrviecs to mect the
aiverse nceds of the urban frnily 2rd to help it in
difficulties is being developed.

South Afries has ncs developed cconemically
%o the s~ne exient o3 these countrics and locks the
mecans, oven if this is its intention, to provide this
ronge of services to cach of the four racisl groups
of its pepulation. In rcgord to the African comnmunity,
further foetors inherent in the officicl policy of se-

parate developnent hove to te considered. This is not
the ploce or the tinme to cmbrrk on on analysis of the
manifold implicaticns of sepernte developnent. I

belicve, nowever, that I weuld be nisrcprescnting the
gituntiun in its totolity if I 4id not ot lenst relier
to some of the additionnl difficulties due o officlal
pelicies, African tovmspcople, instead of being
helped to %oke roct in the new o~nd differernt urban
cnvironment, arce actively discouraced from considering
thensclves o8 permanent residents of the town: the
right to ownership of lend in frecheld is denicd them:
the developuent of commerci~l enterprise is curted

and hinderced. The dcep feelings of anxiety cnusced by
o scries of directives from Pretoric inposing ncw res-—
trictions and thc threats of further centrols are
bound to be refleccted in the individunl fanily, con-
tinually recactivating o scnsc of insccurity ~nd under-
nining the will tc purposive effort becnusc its future
in the tcwns is so uncertain. In a2dditicn there is



the deternined effort the Government is moxing to
confine new cnployment outside the honel~nds and the
border industrics to nigrant workers and to limit the
nuniber of Africons entitled to 1ive in tewns to those
alrcady qualified to do so ~nd their noturnl increase.
llen from rural arcas arc only being ollowed into tovms
for the durntion of their copleyment te a snccifie
npleoycr, and the entry of woricn from rural areas

has becen stopped., Even o non gqurlified to live in
town docs not get pernisscion to hove his wife live
with hin if she co one s fronn a honelnnd, Thesce nea-
surcs are likely te inercasc the provortion of nen
to wonen in thc towns ~nd to ronisc the mosculinity
rote = o rate vwhich, we hd 21l n*tkl with satisface-
tion, hes of receent yenrs been declining.

nforced nigr-necy is not the solc cnusc of

fanily 1n3t9311‘tv If it were, fonily disrupticn
would not be as widcly reporsed thrcughout the towns
of Africe as it todoy is. But it is a contribautcry

couse to tihe break-dovm Mf mnrrioges, disrupticn of
friailies, promiscuily, the sctting up cf tonporary
rcloticnships and illegitinacy. By no streteh of
inngination can the cenceatration of an cxecss of nen

in the towns nnd the prolonged cbsence of husband ond
wife from cnch other be regrrded ns othcr thon unde-
sirable in the cxtroune, And the mcosure of thigs

¢ X
country's advonce shculd be the degree tc which migrant
labcur ecan be reduced, influx control reloxcd ond
stability promcted,

Mony South Afrienns, belonging to cevery
scetion of our diverse populntion Suoénrh these ains,

and arc conmitted to the cndeavour te bring about their
fulfilient, It weuld oc as nistaken to rcgard nigrant

labour cnd influx ccntrol os Jr“ levant o the provlens
of nodern African fainily lifc as to regard them os <the
solc opcrﬂixvc causcs of un1~3. Qtrcﬁu. And it w.uld
be oqu__ y nistanken to telicve that ne basic reca ujust-
neants, no inproverncants in t aurlity of fomily 1if
perticularly in the scnsc o

can be brought ab.ut while these conditions =revail.

I ovclicve that the Lfrican pcopnle arce ghtiskae that there
is great scope for constructive offort within their

own cormunity and thnt they arc dirceting thought, con-
cern and their condeavour to this cnd, .
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