Dl_.'lt[?'-iﬁ the past fifty years the person who has prob-
ably done most in South Africy for the improvement
of housing for all classes and all races is Councillor Adolph
schauder, now 77 yvears old but still a very nctive chairman
of the Port Elizabeth Housng Commiltee. It s largely
through his eflorns that the Ilgln.'-rl Elizabeth Municipality
has built more houses for its residents than any other
city m the Unwon., The proportion of families lving in
munbcipally-buill houses — more than 50 per cent, — i%
akso the highest in the country.

Br. Schauwder's almost fanatical interest in housing
wipms [rom the circumstances of his own Life, He has no
Iesslalan I mamilmng that posssssaon of a howme of
one’s own is by Tar the mosi imporiant singke facior in
a man's life (Meven though,” he savs, “"many of you
younger people have sul! 1o learn the truth of this™),
He maintains that no matter how materially well-off a
person may be, spinitual happiness can be achieved only
im the pesce of a man's own home.

Mir. Schauder 5 a hater of the tenement building, and
perhaps the best indication of how strong his influence
has been in Port Elizabeth housing is the fact that there
are virtually no flats in that cny.

Since his life-story has becn so important in moubding
his attitude towards housing. we asked him fo tell us the
story of his youth. Some of what he told us follows.

*1 was born inAustria in 1850, and as a youth became
apprentced 10 a milliner. After | had qualified in my
trade, however, | found that there was no work for me in
Vienna, 5o at the age of sevenieen | croswesd Europe

COUNCILLOE ADODLFH SCHALL ER has been the
inspiration behind Port Elizabeth’s progressive housing
schemes for 40 years, Now aged 77, be = still an active
chasrman of the municpal hossng commiltee and @
member of the National Housing and Planning Commis-
Sl6n.

Ex=-MWagor {77) is the driving foree bohind Port Elisabeth™s
reseftlement sehemes for all races

looking or work, Eventuafly | reached Manchester, but
even there they didn't want me as a hatomaker. 5o |
made caps. (You will say there i very liile difference,
but that is not correct, ) | made caps for Ts. a week, OF
this 5%. was speng on board and |lodging, and s went o
iy mother back im Ausiria,

“In Manchesier | took evening classes, and paid Tor
them by taking an evening job, From the closses | leamed
how to write letiers applving Tor job; from the b |
eventually waved £7. The first acquisiion was 10 cause
me 5 deal of trouble in later life; the second served as
passage-money to bring me 10 South Afrca

T lefft the ship at Port Elimbeth, But again could nod
find a job in my wade. 1 tried being a wanter af the old
Albany Hotel near the station, but they soon bearned that
I did not make a good waiter, and my few-shillings-a-week
job was no more, | then saw a startlling adverisenen,
which read: “HWoaied,  Arrendlams for the chronie sick.
Solary 85 o day (el fownd)” In England | had worked
for 7s m week — and mo all framnd, My English was still
nod wery good, 40 | had no idea what chramic meant, but
I thought that being an attendant would mean holding
the docier's bag — and | was quite willing 1 hold the
doctor’s bag. What a magnilicent job this was'! I only
I could get it But what gualificatsons did 1 have® Ahl
Bt 1 could write neat ketters of application. 5o | goi the
joh, They asked me 1o 2ign A siz-reemihs contmct, 1 had
no ohjection, for, after ell, was | mot to get 55 a day?

*The vomie Tor the chronic sick wias in Cirahamstown,
and 1 was seon (o leam the meaning of the word, Inspead
of carrying the doctor's bag | had six months of hell, 1 was
atill only nineteen. and | had to fesd people whose mouth
and chin had been eaten away ., . Bul 1 wall not horraly
youl with that six msomhs,

“As soon as the contract ended 1 resolved 1o join
the Red Cross.  Fven the war could be no worse than
what | had been through, and they alse paid you 35, a day
{with "board and lodging’d, 1 was immediavely accepted,
Tor had 1 pot sax msonihs” experience? When 1 lelt Tor the
frumt, however, | was given a bridle, n saddle, n rifle and
f bandoler, On asking what | would want, in the Bed
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Cross, with the last two idems, | was told dhat semeong
might need spares’ When [ left the train a1 Moupoorn
I was told that 1| was in the army and not the Red Cross,
All my prodests wene in viin,

"The mest few months showed me the horrors of
ivphiss all around. Az private soldied we had o shecp
under the stars, whatever the weather, and there was only

murky, siagnant dam water o drink, Ong day the boys
started shouting, “Schreiber,” "Scrabble,” “Shooter,” | knew
they meamlt me for they could never get my name right,
Wonder of wonders, 1ol all people had been made a
corporal. And thal meant 68, a day, bul of far greater
mporiance it meant that | could sleep under o mule cam.
This was only one step worse off than the officers, wh,
of cowrse, had terts. My bed mieant more 1o me a3t thai
time than any bed since.  This, with the previous esperience
of sleeping under the open sky, with the typhus all around
me, amnd with the zix months af the home Tor the chronic
sick — all these things made me greatly aware of the
suflferings of humanity. | mesolved o do as much as |
could towards helping to improve living conditions in
Port Elizabeth, the city of my adoption,

"Something  significant happened on my  return
| ook a job at 55 a day; which was the Tirst time that
| had dropped in salary. Bul for the first time oo | el
that whut | was doing was pood and useful, | «odd Tish
meals o the workers — 1d. piece of Tish, 14, peece of
bread and 1d. cup of coffes — M, for o meal,

“Giradually 1 built up o business of miy own, and gave
mysell wp 1o council housing affairs. By the time | was
oy we had achicved something with the housing situation,

Slust as momosd ciiies of the world, there were slums
in Pon Elizabeth, bt we did our best to clesr them,
Where there were slums there was disease, meluding two
outbreaks of plague, in 1902 and 1935, We made good
progress, but as o result of the sudden industrinl develop-
ment of the city and the deparmure durnne the last war ol
many of our workers, large slums agoin arose almos)
overnight. To-day we are in sight of clearing them linully

“There 18 much than is still to be done, but | am satis=
ligd that we are doing a good job. Bantu families alone
are being cleared from Korsten, the slum. at the rate of
B0 oa week. 1 am prood oo that, with the help of the
council, ordinary people have been able 10 become kand-
lords for payments of £4. £5, £6 and £7 a month®

Mhat, then, s what Mr. Schauder todd us of his life
The city’s chiel howsing superintendent, Mr. W, T. Jorman
{hamsell a municipal official for 39 years), had this tribgte
o pay. “There 1= o doubr at all” he said, *‘thar o it
had not been for Mr. Schauder's enthusiasm oser the wears,
odily 4 third of the munstipal housing schemes which have
reen undertaken, would cver have been atrermpiled.”

New LIKE for 30,000

are inadequate,

VERSEYN OOK

HERE are certainly slums in Port Elizabeth.
they are unsavoury, overcrowded and likely wo flare up at the approach
of any disease. In extreme cases more than a dozen Familics have bees
found packed into a plot measuring forty Teet by sixty.
Korsten wit (that is the name of the slum) has it that when a man is dead
and buried he has more room than ever he did when he was alive and
sleeping, There are queues at the water taps, and the latrine Tacilities
Every Tew weeks bulldozers are sent fo level "roads"”
piled high with dirt and garbage. The higtle boys are as often as nol
naked as they play with their wheels,
most of the cooking is done out of doors on open braziers.
This, then, is the unwholesome side of Port Elizabeth, the side thar
John Gunther saw {as he tells us in feside Africa) "in one crowded hour,”
In that leisurely tour of the city he saw “the worst slums | have ever seen.

Fatographs by LEN GALLAGHER

And, like all slums,
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Sereniy site=and=sercice houses erecied vach
week af Pord Flisabeth

As we shall see shortly there 15 another side to Port Elizabeth, but this
John Guniher did not see,

Most cities sulfer the stigmata of siums, and most of them are doing
thewr wimest to clear them, Ii 15 unlikely, however, that Port Elizabeih’s
slums are worse than those seen anywhere clse. At the same time, it is
certainly true that Port Elizabeth has done more than most citics to crase
the blot, The council’s policy s "home-ownership for all races,” and ambi-
tipus schemes have been undertaken lor rehousing all sections of the popu-
lation. The Bantu alone are being moved from the Korsten slum to site-
and-service plots at the rate of B0 familics a week,

How is it, then, that with such a progressive council there are still slums
in the city? In essence, the answer to this question turns on one factor
only: Port Elizabeth became an industrial centre with far greater suddenness
than most cities in the Umnon. Four factories alone, opensd up within
months of ome another, employ some | LB workers, who in turn have a
further 30,000 dependents. The establishment of the factories was nol a
matter of choice for the council, because it happened at a time when their
products were essential for the country’s economy. But not only were there
no people in the city to operate the factories, but all housing schemes had
been brought to a sudden standstll becawse of war. The result was that
many of the 40,000 drawn by the factories built tin shanties on already
evercrowded housing sites,

But slum-=clearance is now progressing apace.

Al present there are some ML000 people lelt in the Korsten slum  owt
l.'l_f the toial I1'|IJ:III|."i|:‘.l.:lr I"ll.flpl,ll.il.lii_ln of 280000, [:]uring the paLst ten months,
gnce the beginning of the Bantu site-and-service scheme at Mew Brighton,
13,000 people have been moved from the slums, Schauder Township, the
scheme for Coloureds, 15 mow full, but a new scheme will be commenced
shortly, At the same tme, however, Korsten lies just below this township,
and as the slums are bulldozed out of the ground new, good houses are being
bailt for Coloureds. A beginning is also being made on a further Coloured
scheme, envisaging 1,000 houwses.  Virtually all the poor Whites who were
once in Korsten have now been moved,

This immense advance means that if the Bantu population of the city
were “lrozen”™, it would be resettled in 18 months, The Coloured scheme would
take a litdle longer, Mo legal compulsion is used in carrving out the reset-
tlement schemes.  All go voluntarily to take advantage of {in the case of the
Bamtu) a site-and-service home-ownership scheme, wherehy a Tarmly can
buy its house for 195, 6d. a month, payments being spread over 15 years.

Al the site-and-service scheme houses are being put up at the rate of
Tha week, The Bantu families onginally move on to their site with their old
shaek, which, with their personal belongings, is transported by the council,
Before the Tamilies move in, latrines and temporary water tanks are built for
cach plot, and roads are made, The Family must erect its shack towards the
back of the plot, to leave space for the house, for which they may have to wait
up toa year. But at least they will be alone on their plot, which measures
sisty feet by Tory.

Of the planned total scheme of 11,30 houses, 1,500 have so far been
built, Another 1,500 sites are already occupied. A provision of importance
is that once the house has been built the shack is no longer allowed to remain
on the site.

With its policy of consideration and fair treatment for all, the Port
Elizabeth Municipality has tackled a serious housing problem with practical
rsults. Even though all the remaining slums will not disappear within a
few months, they will at least have gone in the mext lew vears,

ALTHONGH IT IS THE BANTU who arg in a majorily in the Pert Elizabeth
slums, large numbers of 'Whites and Coloureds have also had 10 be resetibed in
the pasi few vears. The piclure above shows a section of Southdene, which is
an ex-B.AF. training camp, mow used as a temporary resettlement aren Tor
450 poor<class While families, whe pay only 135, a week for a J-roomed wooden
bungalow. Thene are 200 Tarmilies on the waiting list for houses in the LEmporany
Southdene scheme, as they are vacated by Tamilies moving to better class letting
of ownership schemes.

SCHAUDER TOWNSHIP (a howe in which 9 shown on the el is 8 Boiie-
oanership scheme for MU0 Coloureds, which was completed by the Port
Elizabeth Municipality some fime ago, Payments Tor the 3-roomed houses are
at the rate of 64, 3d. a week. A leature of the township is that, in addition o the
small gardens in cach house, there B a communal grass square for each group
of six hiouses,

SHOWN BELOW are housess i 1000-houss packing-case scheme lor Baniw.
The scheme is known as Kwa Foend because the packing-cases from which the
houses were built were provided Tree by the Ford Motor Company over a period
of 1w wears. The story behind Ewe Ford i that soom olier the war Bantu
families were grubhing discarded motor car packing-cases and bailding shacks
on any vacant site, In order to stop this unhealthy practice, the muncipaliiy
entered into an agreement with the company to fake over all s discarded mator
crabes, Butl building mate makls were unohainable, so the council wsed the packing
casies [or erecting these simple but serviceable Bowses oz a lemporary measure for
coumvbating the housing shorage. The houses are cquipped with all amenities,
and it thus seems umpust that Jobn Gunther lin his book Fisade Afeice) should
say of them that “in Pont Elizabeth the tumbledown shacks are made of motor
car packing coses, and Kwa Forad is the worst slum | have ever seen,™
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I PORT ELIZABETH the ceniral housing scheme
for Coloureds is Schauder Township, named afier
Mr. Adolph Schauder, who Tor ma rs has been
the chairman of the city's housing commities. About
H0,000 people live in this township, in which 25 per
cent, of the housing is economic and the rest sub-
economiz.  Rentnls for the sub-economic houses
ramge from 65, 6d, 1o 115, 4d. a week, while the econo-
mic houses are rened for 224, a week. The two sisters
in the firs picture in this series are members of a
family which is sulficiently welloffl o oocupy a
double-size howse (with six rooms). The nest two
piclures were faken in the old age home, which i
i prominent feature of the towmship, Aol LA
pensioners stay here, Sesds ane provided free and
the oocupants are encournged 1o look after their
awn little gardens, as this grey-bearded old man is
doing. The photogruph on the extreme right shows
the crucilis al the Anglican Church in the township.
Muost desomimations of ¢hurches ane Fepresented heng
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Homes and Facilitios Ffor aoll
races. all elasses

FORT ELEFEABETH'S howmg policy  aims al
the vast majorty of people of all ¢ eveniually
g théer owinl hamies. The counsl encourages
[H_'l_'|:1||: Lo s Eheir g houses by |.'|'|.l,|"i;'||; little or
na dowen payment and spreading very low monthly
repayments gver a long period. I this way a Pamily
with a lew income might be howsed 1..'.l|'|r||.lr1|Fi| |
the old RACE. air school bungalows (previeat page),
alter which they might move 1o 0 house in Holland
Park (/). which 5 a sub-economic ketting scheme
wilh rents Troam B Gl fo | 3l a week, of o the

WG bt i arest Hill (righr), where

bl 15 Ak for am attractive 3-bedroomssd
haaise which 0 1o build. Adier than they <ould
Mo [ ANy ¢ the dofen or 50 government or
mLmigipal nership schemes, where down-
payIenls lntle as £45 amd reondhly re pin
Iromi £5. er's Khoof, for instance.
Tinge howe » pheted v 1940, whe
1.0 ki wal it |_1|_'|1|1-..|I nt E
mimth o ] Mlost of the owners ol t

' and the houses

spapped up at £2,000 and more when they come
on e marker.

O ihe Tar riglu i wiew ac lhe slosopy and
ganden of & newlysbuilt luxuey | & in the city,




NEW BRIGHTOMN iz the narme of the main Baniu
tonwn im Port Elizabeth, which at present has 100,000
residents, ol counting the new  site-nnd-serviee
eqtension under way. The |;|i|_-|;|_||:'..: o the eximEme
left shoas Mr. Schouder calling on an old resident.
Mew Hrighlon boasis shoppang ceninss, a smart
cimerna | buill by s Bantu owners al a cost of £25 000),
méstmg halls, a boy soowl movement and an excellent
bis service. The Pon Elizabeth Child Wellare Society
runs the Sunnysile Day Mursery (fff), which looks
afver 140 toas aged from 2 o & years from 7 aom. to
6 p.m., 0i which time their parenis comse home Trom
work o clam them. For 4. a day they ane given
three meals. The pieture on the nght shows FPrimcapal
Maolele with a group of his semor students at the
Meaell High School, one of the two high schools in
Mew Arighton, In addition there are night schools
ard & number of primary schools, wivere closses are

given ai two sessions o day,
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THE ASSUMPTION CHINESE SCHOOL is shown in these two photographs Gefure
amd delow). The 5|r|~. are in the siandords 1V and WV class, while the how, Winsan !'"“"'F

@ Lasrngg, whio s pomw in stanalard W1 cimae Birst in thie Usic i in an exam Lisi wenr, Miilricus
tﬂ tﬁ E E ﬂ !E ﬂ f P ﬂ r’ E!I 3 a’ ﬁ ﬂ' fk Lition schodaes im the school all passed their exanes bist year, even though ihe passes. wepe
i all Tirsk ¢liss,

BASTL SOHiMILGITRLS i o sINging clims in the Mewell Hagh School im MNes Brghton
ibeliew ), The longuage of most of the Banta iving in Porl Eleabeth and odber pants of the
Easgern Provmee o Xhosa, Two lgh schools hasve =0 Tar been Bl e Mew Brighton
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