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COURTS

Zephania Mothopeng (66), John Canys (48),
Mark Shinners (37), Bennis Ntosle (39),
Hamilton Keke (42), Michael Khala (24),
Alfred Ntshali=-Tehall (47), Julius

Lendingus (30), Zolile Mdindwa (26),

Moffat Zungu (44), Goodwsll Moni (24),

Jeroms Modisang (26), Michasl Matsobans (38),
Johnson Nyathi (32), Thesba Hlatswaye (21),
Mothlagegl Thlale (22}, Rodney Tenletsans (20),
and Uaniel Matscbanas (31).

Ebagge: Terrcrlam, alternativaly furthering the
wima of the FAC, The trial; which began in
parly 1978 in the Castern Transveal town aof
Bwinel; imrvolved sllegationes of TecTultimenmit
For milltery tralning,; undergoling of such
training; consplracy on Aobben Island and
elapwhere to revive the PAC, utilisation of
front organlsatlions to furcthar the aima of
the PAC; involvemsnt in the urban revelt of
Juna 1976 in Kaegleo, near Krugersdorp,; and
varlous other mattares.

At the conglusion of the trilal; Ntshall-
Tehall was Found not gulliy, Keks was Found
gullty uwvndar the Interal Sscurity Act af
furtherling the aimss of tha PAC; Pothopeng
wan found guilty on two countm of Terroriam,
and the remsining accused were all Found guilty
on ona count of Tercrories,

In passing sentence ths presiding judgae
noted that nona of the accused had claimed Lo
om political martyre, amnd had In Fect denied
thelr Llovalvemant in PAC activities. Ha
tharefore declined "to cast over thalr scts =
cloak of respectabllity which thay do not
clalm for themselves'.

Ironicallyy; the trial resched its
conglusion &8 the organisatlional conflick in
the sxlled PAC reached ikts height with tha
assaslination of David Sibeke by & riwval PAC
faction, The trisl slsoc saw the death of PAC
leader Robert Sobukwe.
santancas
Rothopengt An affective 15 years,

Ganya: 11 yasrm.

Shinnacrst 17 ymars.

Ntomle: 10 yesarm.

Kekas 5 yoars,; fully suspended,

Khala: 7 ywars.

Landingus: B years.

Ndindwas 7 yeara.,

iungus T yesarca,

Fonl: 7 ysarcs.

Kogdimang: 5 years.

Michasl Matacbane: 15 yearss

Myathi: 10 yesars.

Hiateswayor B yesarm.

Thlales: 8 ysars.

Taolateanes: 5 years,

Daniel Matsobane: 12 years.

(Suprems Court, Bethal, 28,.06.79),

16 of the sccused applied Ffor leave to sppeal
mgainst convictlon and sentence, on 16.06,79
trial Judge Curlewls refused this spplicestion
in the Pretorls Supress Court,

John Sakete (24), Tladitsagas Molefe (23),
Jeffray Legoabs (23), Thiba Ngobeni (27),
Andrew Mapheto (22), Benst Komane (48),

Titus Maleks (25), Sydney Choma (23),

Vusumuzi Zulu (28}, and James Mangs (24),
Ehazget High Treason, altsrnatively Terrocism,
canapiracy to commit mutder, and contrcaventlon
of the Riotous Assembliss Act, The charges
cover allegationa of undergoing military

training; tha sstablishmant of arms caches
in a number of districks LA Netal, the Capm
and the Transwaal, and varioua othe unlasful
setivities on behall aof tha ANC,

(Maritzburg Reglonal Court; 16:07:79),

Mandlenkosl Christopher Hadebe (27) and

Mandla Jack Mthathws (22).

Lharget High Tresson, Terrorism and
contraveantion of the Alotous Assemblles Ack.
As with the trisl outlined sbove (Sakets and

9 others), the charges related to ths under=
gaolng of military trailning, possssslion of acma,
amaynition and explosives and other acte in
conaplracy with the ANC. The two trials

appaat to cover approximately the same set

af agtivities, Thess mre the Flrst charges of
Treamon in South Afclca slnce the Feamous
Treason Trial of 1956=61, in which all ths
accused wrrm BacQultted.

(Maritzburg Aeglonal Court, 15,18 and 27.08.79),

Quayum Seyasd (29),

Chaggg: Oueting of a banned person; namely
Robect Sobukwe, The Quobte sllegedly sppessrced
In an BPC pamphlet printed by the business of
which ths sccused is & dirsctor. Thes accusesd
was previcously charged undar the Tercorise
Act, but charges were dropped after atate
witnasses rafused to testify againet him,

{Cape Town Heglonal Court, 4.07.79).

Sithembliso Ernest Ngobess (26), Thesba

Patrick Nxumalo (26), Eric Fanavels Mlaba (22),
Nhlanhla Victor Ngidi (25), Kwenzmkns E1i Jah
Mlaba (26), Penusl Mpampa Maduns (26} and

Ma Sibongile Albertina Kubhaka (27),

Chaggsr Terrorism, All the accused are

charged with recrulting 27 peoples to lesve
South Africe for military toalning betwean



May ard Decesbsr 1977, Ngobsse, Nxiumals and
Exiec FMlaba face a secontd chacge of attempting
to leave South Africa during Novembar=-Dacamber
1977 Ffor military tralning.

Tha trisl first began In July 1978, but
aftor & conaliderable amaunt of evidence had
been led, the first accuaed (Timothy Nxumalao)
was separated from the other accused and
charged alona, He was Towund guilty and sentencad
to 22 years. The remaining 7 acocused ware
recharged in the Durbefi Heglonal Court. At
the and of the states case In June 1979, the
defance applied for the discharge of all the
accuspd, The applicatlon was granted im the
cass of Maduns and E11 jah Malaba, bukt both
worg immedlately re-detained by sescurity
police. Eric Malaba and Victor Ngldi were
discharged on the count of recrulting people
For military training, but atill Fface Ethe
sgcond chatge of attempting to undergo
training themselves, The remaining
applications for dischargs were cefussd,

The trial continues in the Durban Regional

Courts

Use CofF » Bevars=Maude [(representing Zernith
Printers), Jos Thloloe, Mike Norton, Juby

Meyst and Aauben Nkadimeng.

Ehargat Production of an undesirables
publication, namely the bulletin of the

Union of Black Journalists {wB8J), sltermatively
publishing & statemant by a listed persaon. The
affence sllegedly took place In June 1976,

At the beginning of July, charges were
withdrawn against all the accused,; [Johannesburg
Aegional Court, 2.07.79).

James Masekwamang (20), Feulos Vilakazi (19),
Ms Julis Babsy (18], and Ms Salamina Mabote (18).
Charge: Maliclous damage to propercty. The

aocused wera charged with stoning the house

of a Mamelodl school principal on the

evening of June 16th, 1979, A party was in

progress at the houss involved., A crowd

marched thers and stoned it, causing damags of

A250.

¥erdictr Masekwameng and Vilskazl - guilty.
Babay and PMabote = not guilty.

At tha time of writing, sentence isposed could

not be sscertained,; (Mamalodi Magistrate's

Court,; 28,06:79).

Motsidisl Kate Serokole (2E), Martna

Matshediso Legoabe (56), and Romiki

Elizabeth Gumedse [57).

Charges Terroriss, The accused were allsged

to have harboured and rendered materiaml

assistance to a number of PAC=tralined

guerilla Fighters operating inm South Africa.

Ugrdict: Serokolo and Gusede - gullby,
Legoabes - not gulliy.

Sentgncg! Hoth accused: 5 years.

{ Johannesburg Aeglonal Court, 29.06.79).

Norman Vusl Thusl (29), Mthunzl Columbus
Mazibuka (25), and Pringe Dube (20).

Charge! Terrorlsm. The stats claimed that the
accused underwent milltary and ideclogical
ideological tralning im China under tha
guidence of the PAC, that on their return to
South Afriea thay attempted to set wp PAC
cella, and that Thusi and Marlbuke possessad
arma,; ediplosivas and assunition, Thare was

a carain overlap of acktivity and state
witnegsses between this trial, and the irisl
detalled aboue (Serokels and 2 others),
Werdictr All 3 sccused gullty of wndergoing
militacy trainming in Chinajg

Thusi and Mazibuko guilty of possession of
explosives and arms,
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All 3 not guilty of setting up PAC cells.
gnt i1 Thusi and Mazibuko: 7 yearmsa
Oubei 5 yesce.s
(rugersdorp Circuit Court, 14,06,79).

Churchill Luwune (23}).

Charggt Terrorism., The accused gave evidence
for the defence in tha Bethal PAC trilal, and
was ismediately thereafter charged with per jury.
Shoctly afterwards; he was charged with
Tercocism. Tha state claima that ha laft South
Afcica and underwent training at the hands of
the PAC in Swmziland. It is further claimed
that he et up & PAC cell In South Africs
called "Triangle Battlafield Organisation',
The triasl is taking place in the Bethal
Regional Court.

Ezeklel Molefs (22).

Charga: Per jury, In November 1978 Molefe, an
gx student of the Morrcls High Schoal, Soweto,
was called as & stete witness inm tha trlisl of
11 Sowato students Iin Kempton Park. After
giving evidence, Lln which ha claimned that he
had been slectrically tortured by police to
maks a statement, MAolefs was charged with

pEE ULy

Aftar a number of resand appearances st
which state witnesses were not present,

tha presiding magistrakte refused ko

postpons the casse agaln, and mcquitted

the accussd,

({Kempton Fark Regional Court,; 12.08.79).

Ethal Wauchope (52) and Washington Mlauzi (36).
Charge: Terrarism, The state sllesged that
beatwean the parlod January to Auguskt 157E; the
sccused asaisted B people to leave South Africa
to undergo militarcy Eralning.

"!EEEEE' Mot gullty,

{ Johannasbury Aeglonal Court, 13,07.79).




Fatima Meer and Baptiete Marie.

Charge: Contravention of thelr respective
banning ordecrs by attendling a soclal gatherings
Verdick: Guilty.

Sentencer 3 months, suspended For 1 years.
{Durban Aegional Court,; 12.06.79).

Lazarus Lelelwans (18), Mokgotls Marumo (18},
Ezekiel Ssakguwas (19), Molefi Nhlapo (13},

and two 16 ypar-olds.

Chargg: Sabotage. The stats alleges that,

off Tel12.78 tha accusead patrol=-bombed the
Sebokeng house of a Vereseniging security
policeman, Jeremish Matsolo. The stete is
relying on confassions allagedly made by the
accumed while in custody. The accused alleged
that members of the security police assaultbted
them to sxtrsckt the canfasslana,

The trial i{s continuing lm the Verseniging
Regional Court.

Welamazue Bango (29).

Charge: Public Security Act (applicable

to the Transkel region only). The Transkel
aoministration clalmed that the sccused called
Matanzima "s dog', and suggeated Ehakt resl
leaders Fighting foar the natiom are on Aobban
fsland,

Wmrdick: Not gullty {am it wasm not proved

that the accused uwittered the words in guestion,

Appeal: Rev, Dick D'Giordan (34), Aev.

waslay Mabuza (36), Aev, Samuel Hlaperulu (57)
and 37 athers, The 40 were all priginally
convicsted uncer the Aiotbus Asaemblies Act
arciasing out of a service held to commemorata
those who died in the 1976 uvprising. The setv
sarvice,; held in Gugulethu durinmg August 1977,
was attended by some S00 people.

On appeal,; sentence and conviction were set

aslde as the state had nok proved that those
present had & cosson Ob ject other than to
mourn the dead,

(Cape Town Suprems Coupt, 4,06.79),

Ilona Eleinscheidt and Jackis Bosman.

Both of the above were conwicted in the
Gloemfontein Maglstrate's Court for rafusing
to ansuer gquestions relating ta am al. sged
wislt to winnis Mandals, They were scntenced
ke 3 and 4 months Imprisonment respectively.
They appealled to the Bloemfontein Supreme
Court,; and inm Navembatr 1978 thelr sppeal wan
refused, In May, the Supress Court granted
laave to appeal to tha Appellate Division.
(Blosmfontein Suprems Court, May 1979),

Amaen Akhalwaya (33), mike Norton (40),
Shirley Lum (29), Samuel Pop (48), and
Stephen Young (51), and Alice Jacobus (47).

Ehargg: The accused are alleged tho have entered

an Africam ares {5uunhu} without permita, A1l
Journallets,; they wars arrested on April 29

with NMorwagian journalist Ole Johan Erlkaen,
who was subsequantly relesased. The trial
coatinuas onm Auguat 20,

Johannes Khumale (18), Michasl Molsla (18)
amd 7V wimars.

Charge:iFublic violenck,; assault and robberys.
The charges to relate tg sctivities iIm
Attaridgeville after thes swecutian af Solomon
Mahlangu, when twao scthools were stoned and
pupile were ordered Froam Eheir clessarooms,
The trial is being heard in camera,

(Pretoris Aegional Coyrt, 10,07.79),

Jamea Beaumont (Z0).
Charge! OfFficial Secreats Act, Accerding to
the statm, the accusey had various documents

in his possession relating to military affalrs,
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which he handed to a Journallst of Ehe same
newapaper he worked for (Deon du Plessia),
Werdict: CGuilty, (Tha acoused pleaded guilty).
Sgntencet 3 years,; suspended For 5 yeares

{ Johannesburg Regional Court, 24.07.79).

Tha other joutnallst fnwolved, du Plessis,
faces charges in the Rand Suprees Court under
the OfFficial Secrets Act In Auguet),

Bhgklizitha Oliver Ngubelani {(26).

Charge: Tercorisms The charges relate to
the plantling of & bomb Ln the Cape Town
Suprame Court an 15,.05,79, The tcial ia

dus to begin Iln the Cape Town Supreme Courk
early In August.

iCape Town FMagletrates Court, S5.07.79).

hppeali Joyce Fokhesl, organiser of Young
Christian Workere. The sppellant was Found
guilty in the Verseniging Aeglonal Court of
posssssion of banned literature, and santenced
ta 12 months, suspended. She appealled to tha
Transvaal Suprema Courty and conviction and
sgntence wera sst aside,.

[Trangvasl Supreme Court, 21,06,79),

S5iman Sampson Bhangu.

Charge: Terrorism, The accused, a 73 year=

old diatetio, la alleged to have assisted

tug men undergo militery treinming with the
purpose of disrupting law and ordat. {Johannes=

burg Regional Courty; 18.06.79)

Shalla weinberg (33).

Chargae: Conttavenlng her banning and housas
arcest order by leaving her house For 2
hougs on May 13ths Weinberg admibbted that
she hed gons owt to wisit & friend, and

Ehat when she returned she was confromted by
m member of the security police,

Verdict: Guilty.




Sentgncgs 3 eonths,; suspended for 3 yesrs,

Linds Mogalw (18) and £lias Jimmy Mabmso (22).
Charger I counts of murder, 3 of attempted
myurder, one count of Terrorisam and various
altornative charges. The sccwsed are alleged,
inter alia, to have Flre=bombed the homa af a
Sopwato principal anmd thereby been responsible
For the deaths of thoas killed in Ehat attack,
and to have accepted the revolutlionary alms of
the South African Agvolutionary Council [SAYRC),.
The accused wares both sither mambers of the
S5RC or the Sowsto Students Leagus (55L). The
Erial has been marked by the numerous
allpgations of assault agalnst the police by
the moccused, atates amd defence witneseses. Tha
state has submitted alleged confessfiona made
by the two mcgusaed, but Eha defence has claimsd
that theay wara made under duress, and has led
g number of witnesses who claimed that they
ware forced to make falase atatements in
connoction with the matters involved. One
of the atate's maln witnesses subsegquently
fepudiated hls sarlier testimany, claiming
that he was forced to make 2 False stetemant,
At the time of welting, the defence had
closed lte case, snd ths state wes about ko
laes avideree atiempiling fto rebuit defance
contentions of essault amo coerclon by tha
police investigating.
(Spmeisl Supreme Court, Krugersdorp).

Aose Kunene {(18), Gideon Nkutha [20),

Lydia Dakile (20) and Jafferson Langans (22},
Charge: Murder. The state alleges that the
accused wera fesponslible for the death of a
Weat Rand Bantu ATfalrs Board OFflclal,

HeBs Esterhulzen, on June 18th, 1976, Ha was
ona of the First killed whan the rloting
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broke out Ln Sowsto on Ehat day.
{ Johannesburg Aegional Court, 24.07.79).

Robert Wilcox (41}).

Charge: Contrawention of his banning order by
Aot reporting to thes police. Wilcox was
recently relsased frem Robben Tsland after

serving aix yearss

Vgrdigk: Guilty.
Sgntgncer 1 year, suspsnded.

David Russall [40).

Chapge: Contravention of banning order, and
possession of unlawful litersturae, The case
was postponed wntll Awvgusk Tth,

{uynberg Regional Court, 16.07.79).

Aubray Mokosna (31).

Charge: Contravention of his banning order
by mot notifying the police of a change of
sddresss The case has been postponed to
August 13tha

{ Johanneaburg Regional Court, 25,07.79),

Two youths aged 15 and 17,

Chactget Malicious damage to propetty., The
state alleged that the youths set fire to B
railway carriages near Hollywood siding,

Verdict: Guilbty.
Spniance) § lashan.

M.B, Pikashe, organiget of tha Democratic
Progressive Party in the Transkel region.
Charget Publie Security Act. The relovant
section deals with protecting the "dignity’
pf the holder of the office of "state
president', The accuaed wis dus to ap.ear
in the Umtats Asglonal Court at the wrd of
July.

HsE. DO'Conner and Ms. J. Joubart,
Charge: Contravention of ths Prisons

Agt. The accused, editor and reportar of
the Easternm Prowince Herald respectiivaely,
arte charged with falealy publishing
information about & prison wikthout taking
reanonable steps te werify Lk,

{Crahamstown Fagistrates Court, 11.07.79).

Johnaon Vusumuzl Nyathl [33).

Lharges Attempilng to escepe from the

police while held in terms of security
leglslation, The accused, recently convicted
In the BEethal PAC trial and sentanced tao

10 years; previously alleged that ha «aa
thrown from a window while belng interrogated
in Krugersdorps It is not known LT Ehis
incidant is the sscape altespt allegad in
this trisl.

(Krugeradorp Magistrete's Court,; 15.07.79).

Sidwell Mesiwa Cukulw (20).

Charge: Per jury, alternatively defeating

the ends of justice. The accused was a state
witneas in the triasl af Linds Mogals and
Jimmy Mabaso, but subssguently repudiated
his svidence claiming he had been forced

by police to make & False statament.: He was
immedistely arcestad snd charged.
(Krugersdorp Megistrate's Court, 30.07.79).

Sabata Dalindyebo, leader of the cpposition
Democratie Party In the Transkel arma.

Charge: Public Securlty Act. It is belleved
that the accused will be charged with
subverting the soveceignty of the Transkei's
'‘Perliament’ or the constitutional
"independance" af tha Transkel ceglon,

Vusumuzi Meongo (19), Iuko Camagu (18),

Mncedisi Siswana (22), Jeffrey Klaas (22),
Khumbelele Mnikina (29) and Lawrence Mvula (20).
Charge: Attempied murder, alternetively public



violesnce, The sccused, all political priscners
on Robben leland, weres alleged to have bman

involved in an incident in which the second-
in-gommand of the prison; Capteln Harding,
wes attacked on 9.02.79,
Verdict: All except Camagu were found gullby
af public violence.
Sgntencer FMcongo: 3 years,

Siswana: 2 1/2 ymars.

Elaasi 3 years,

Fnikina: 4 1/2 vears.

Fvula: 4 yeara.
In the case of Mcongo and Klaas, one year
will tun concurtently with thelr seantences
with they esre slready serving.

Hector Ncokazl,; Tormar leader of the
Lemocratic Parcty, Transkel,
Charge: Public Security Act {2 countm).
The prosecution alleged that Ncokazi
propagated a vies ropugnant to the "indepen—=
denca' of the Transkel, and msde a speech at
at Democratic Patry congress whleh was Intended
to intarfere with the authority of the "state”,.
Verdict: Guilty on both counta,
Sgntence: Count 13 RSO0 or 1B months, with
a further 3 years, suspendad,
Lount 131 3% monthe, suspetoed.

(Transkel Supreme Court, + June 19759),

Panrosa MAthuthuzeli PFhobans {15]‘

Charge: Heing a masber of BPC or ANC, taking
patkt in thelr activitles, and possessing books
gf documanks Lndicating assoclation with Ehe
BFC or ANC.

Verdicty Mot guilty,

[Eant London #egional Court,; 25.05.79),

Mangezl Tannyaon Ngeba (22).
Charges Unlawfully possasaing books or

documents whieh Indicate an assoclation with
& banned organisation, hamely the ANC or SPC.
Weardick: Wot guilty,

(East London Regional Court, 23.05.73).

5 youths,; sged betwasn 16 and 7.
Charge: Intimidating others in an attespt
ko force pupils to leave classas sk bhg
Henry MNginza school, New Brighton.
Weprdicks Gullty.
Santencg:r 3 accused: 1 Year, suspendsd.

2 accused: 5 lashes,
(Port Elizabath Regioral Court, 28,05.79).

Maswall Siphluwe PEimkuluas

Charge: Internal Security Act, The state
claims that on 5,02.79 the accused had a
ghirt indicating that he was associatad with
EA30; that ip March he posspesed a document
indicating an associlation with the PAC) and
that he obstructed a policeman by refusing to
enter a cell and assaulting the policeman
with his Flat hand.

{Port Ellzabeth Reglonal Court, 3D.B5,79),

Wallington Vukile Gumange (23), Fikesle

Ernest Mohali (19), Vusumzi Kenneth Iebonda (18)
Lizo Swelinzima Kula (18}, Wenile Goodman
Goakazi (19), Abs Xhage Dayile (18}, Paul
khumala {32) and Wandlle Abla Dayile {(24),
Charge: Terrorism, The Ffirst six saccused are
charged with attempting to lesve South Africa
to undergo military tralinings The last twp
sccused are alleged to have assiated them Ln
planning to leave South Africa and travel to
Botswana.

(Part Elizabeth Raglonal Courk; 19.08,.79),

Iongezile Saphola (19),; Sebezile Madikana (19),
and Lulama Njoda (19).
Charge: Arsons The atate cleimsed that the
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poccused aet Flre to Ehe Aenst Skosana and
Tamsanga schools, Kwazakhele, Ln October
1978

Werdict: Mot guilty, (The state was able to

bring only one materlal witness; and she claimed
to have been assaulted by securlty police),

{Port Elizabeth Hegional Court, 26.04,79),

Tembisile Kenneth Simka (18), Tembinkosi
Tote Melzi (18), and 5 youths aged betwsen
16 and 17,

Chargaey Arson, The state alleges that on
5,02,.79 the apcused sat flee to 3 schools

in New OBrilghton. Cectain of the accused have
alleged that statementa they made te thae
police wete extracted From them through
assaults.

LPort Elizabweih Aeglonal Cowrkt, Junm 1979).

19 black youths, from the HWelkom and Hethlehem

BrEeas,

Charge: Public vielenca, The charges arose

from am incident in July 1978 in Bethleham

whate buses, houses and business premlsas
wata atoned by a erowd of black youths,

Uecdliakt I:i'uJ.].Lj'-

Sentence: b mccused: 6 months, suspended.
32 sccused:! Cargoral gpunliabment
canging from 7 tea 4 lashes.

(Bethlehem Aegional Court, 19,06.79, It is

not Known what sentence the cemainling youth

cecelved).

fwalakhe Sisulu, presidant of the Writera'
dssociation of South Africa [WASA).

S5isulu has besn called im Front of a Pretercla
Magistrate to answer queations abouk twa
telephone calla he allegedly had with detaimed
Poat Journalist; Thaml Mkhwanazi. The guestlions




relate to alleged convgrestions about paople
leaving the country for military training, and
attempte to disrupt tha Tate-Knostzs flight
recantly held in BephuthaTewana.

4 black youths.
Charges Publlie wiclence, maliclous damage to
property, attempted murdsr snd pulpsbls
homicide, Tha charges smerge from = sscies of
incidents in the African btownship outside
Bethleheas in tha O0.F.5, on ths svening of
29.07.78, After & mong conteat hald in &
comsunity hall betwesn schools From Walkoms
and Bsthlehea buses ware stoned, businssses
and houses were damsgyd and & DECEON WEE
knifed to death,
Ngpdict: 2 of the youths, who plesded guilty
to public vielence werm Found gulilty on that
charge, They and the gther ¥ youths warce
pcguitted on all other counte,

ntenca: 7 lashes esch,
(Bathlshem Regional Court, Juna 1979).

RIEKERT

THE late 157Cs ls & pwrled of canmital
rl;ﬁructuriﬁi in Gouth Africa: 0On an economlc
laguel, the state hes igd to ceel with chunges
im Ehe lshour process toasulting femm Lha
gavelopment of monopoly cecitplism, These
haue besn on Lhe one hend an fncceasing
demand for seml-skilied lebour ond on Ehe
other & rapid exclusion of the workins cless
from access to ensloyment wecsuse graater
mochanlsetion Iin fndugtry hEs led ko &
proportional decreas® in the demznz for labour.
This has resslted in cevisions in the policies
of lebour allocwtlon and cantrel. 1t is in
the light of the nesd of cepitel to restructurs
in & period of crlsis that Lhe Riskert
Ccommlssion Apport muat be intecpreted. At the
gamg tire sicilariblies betwoen this Gepork
gnd previous pollcies sust be strossed. The
Riekert Conmission Repoct end bife blke Brper
whieh follousd Lt reccrsent the l=tpak
development in a oolicy of lehour recruithent
and nlln:ptiun imnlenwntod iy the Soith Afcicen
gtate frox the develassen:t of "“e digsond
mines ard cacitelist soriculture unti! Erke
nressnt day.

Toe origina af ks gystem of l:zbraz
coorceion und recrulbsent can or found in all
& gf the south “Frictn colonies priocc te Jnion,
Jurling the 1880a and 18952 the Africen
peasantry in the Trehghsl, alulonu tnd Fando=
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lond wite to & leris extent enguged in succesa-
Ful a:ti:ul:uril.araﬂuntinn for kthe capitellst
warket. They wore thergfore not Lnterecsted In
workin: glther on tf¢ “imgs or Ln egriculbure
where “hoy ware =eald Thr less Ethan they could
eapn throu h arivete nepnuciion. Under tha
clrcu~gtances; & awiber pf Acte wobe eshad
to =oke provialon fur lacgour pecpulbtosnt din
the colonles prior t2 ‘Infon, Theas Jessurns
wers coordinstec urIer the 1011 oilve

Lobour Act which nmeot srovislon For Lhe
liconcing of lebour =23ents to cecruit lobour
for the various sectors,

It elso weda provision {ar the drawing
up of contrecks betwson the labour Egent and
the lebourer on hls rigrultment which had to
oR approves by the maqliscrate. « Ereechn of
Lhim contrack an Lie oap® of *he lsbourer
—onstituted & crisincl =frence. Thiz Sct @iz
not nake provision for o stiic repartment to
supervise labour recrulbneqt, [t resely cimed
at inEroducing wnlfor= pecruit-ent lows.

From Ehie gerlod snwecrds,; howsver, the
crganisation af recrultment znd allacation of
the labsrur farce "ell jperccsincly under the
stoate's jurlacickion. Gredu lly a policy of
lzoour burenus evolved which aised to ostahlish
a gitustion whereby all uorkseelets cteqlstered
wlith thelr local bureau in ercer that thay
could Ge placed In wotk where they were =ost
neaded. This palicy ©imed to do sway with
the old haphazacd aystam which parmitted work-=
seekers to loox Tor wory fndecendently and
resulted im & labour shortege In some sectors
while there was an oversupply in others.

The Hative Lews Amencment Act (54 of 1932)
established lobour Sutgaux lh the resscves,

#t Yative Comclgsioner'y offlces &nc in the
Leban cross 2t cajlstrites' offFlces., The




catabllishuent af lobour bSuresux In the
ressrves Introduced Ehe princliple of efflux
conkrol which ensured that the black workep
did nmot leave the resesrves unless Lhere was
@ Jab alresdy walbting fop hin, In 1537 thace
ware 234 urbah bursaux snd ZTE rural buresux.
By 1954 this number had grown to 334 and 353
respEctively,

Tre exsmination of the Aiekert Aeport
and tha iUhlte Paper which Tollows aims to
stress the siwmilarities rather than the
differences betwsen the proposed engd sccepted
recozasgndations and previous policies adopted
by the South African state. It will be argued
that the differences exist more S@twasn
statukérylecis.ation e&nc sctual policies, than
betwecn the recoropndatlions and mesguras

presently opercting. Thus, the Hiskert Report
musk be sern not as Ilnnovative or refermist;

but as an attempt to bring legislatisn in

"line with current policy. To implémgnt Ehip
various clauses of the 1964 Slack Labour Act
are to be repealed and & stending technical
committes will be satablished Eo regularly
updats thls Act., In the preamble kg the Uhitae
Faper; the government makes it clear that the
two cornetstanss of epscthald pnliﬁr, nasaly
influx contral snd sepatate developmant (sic)
will remein. However, at tha same tine, 1t
explicitly atates = recognition of ths Fack
thet the South Africen socisl Formatlon is
dominated by the cepltelist mode of production
riid that slate polley will Im no way Hamper
crpicnlist devoloosent: ™It follows Ehat
meagures =nd re-ulabtions Enat homper the
effective Tunctioning of the common gcononic
sysbez wilthout zantributlng towsrds the
cerirygmant of other ab'cetives epnnot be
Justified®™.

To demongktrote the besle almilerities
Jetween RAlekert wno provious polleles, three
main arsos wlll be conesntreted on in Ehim
article. The Flrat reletes to Ehea aystem of
labour bureaux,; the secand to training the
labour force, mnd the third to influx conkrol,

A has alceady bean sentloned; Lha
systes of labour buresux has been In ocperstion
in South Africe slnce the 15108, na.ever,

changea in the labouwr proces: =nd in Ehe derand

for labour heve "ecessiteted ceckeln cghanjes
in tha syaten. There seem to hive been two
mein pointes which ca=me aut in the report
cancerning lebour buresux, The First is
releted to the Tact that bleoek worvers arae
ragliatered Frr work =2t different labour
buresux and under & difforent ~ct from white
workers, I[n the White Paper It is recommended
that the Reglstration For Cmplaynent Ack,;
1945, should ba made sppllicable to blacks.
This would mean that blacks wouwld cegistor
for work wnder the same Act as Whites,
Coloureds and Asiens. The soninistration of
the Act would be vested in the Jescsrtment of
Labour, =qd this Depart=ment would use Ehe
Adeinistration Bosrdes s its ogents to
implemant Enls policy. UWhether this mneasurs

will elirlnete both ats tutocy and institutlonal

racial discriminstion as the government clelms
in lts scceptanca of thease recossgndctlions,
is mot the seint. The aoint is rather that
tna labour bureaux ful®il a function of
cantrolling the working cheas as wall E8
gllpcakting oooloyment. Aes such [t i¢
fmmpteriel wi:o imolrfents Ehe poalicy =
whakthar It be the Department of Labour or the
Depactment of Cooperation anc Development Lis
aerely & mebtter of window dressing.

Fore important For this srticle Ls Ehe
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svidence which tne Sigkerl: Commlissicn
recoived, =vidence whiich indiceted Eheil tha
lobour bureruy syskos weg not Functiloning @s
efficlently a3 it might. In orcer to solve
this problem the Cormission made two recommeEns=
dations. The Firsc relsted to Isgrovimy the
lepour birsaux ihesselves, &nd th= secend Lo
Faciliteting private recruitment by esployrre.
Socys khe leporki

Jubskantiasl evipence wes recélived thet

in certain aress labour buresux do not
play en important tola in conmeckion

with the canmlization s=nd placement in
erploynent of workers and that work-—
seedkgrs and employers avold labour
burssyx. MAmong the resgons were adduced
=+« that labour bureaux were ldentiflied
with pontrol rather than tha provizion af
employicent ;s The sgricultural sector
in perticuler was eriticel of lebour
bureasux and conkended thet itk coet much
time@ and money te kraval to lsbour
burssux ... Acoording bo certeln wltness-
B8 Ona reason why districk Bureaux

cannat provide a3 proper service In Aan=
pEeecribed 2reas ls thakt tiae reglstration
af une-ployed Jlacks ls nobt compulsory

in sugh areas.

Alekert's sttitude was thet certaln red
tape hao to be dispenssd with] this related:
perbkloculspely te the atteststicn oF contractis.
Theee Ioprovesants wers suggested:

+ That gontrects shoula Se simplifisd and
csbrides

+ That conktracks could im Future bBe orde for
more bhan oneg Year
Thet it wes no longer necessery For both
gmplnyesr sno eaployse to gc to the labour
bureay to recispbter the latters The coployer
would rill in & Form Ffor the worker which
would be posted to the lsbour buresu.

On kthe acner hand, Hlskert was not
prepared to =i ke the reglistretlion of workseekera
compulsory, This should not be interpreted
as & liberaliping messure, but as an sttempt
to ecuk dbwn on buresucrscy in 8 time when
workseskycs sxcescdec demsnd for thalr labour

= a recent survey Ln the Aend Deily Hail




gstimated that Lthe;e are at pressant 1,9m
blacks unemployed in Seuth Africa (79.06.15).
Whakt Riskert did suggest was thakt the Ilmegm
of labour buresaux had to be Ilmproved so that

employeta and workseekers would want to make
better wse of thelir Facilities:

A progrem of acgtion should be Lnitisted
ko mnsure the afficient Funckioning of
tha labour burssu system and perticular
emphasis should be laid on the Lsprovo=-
mank of the guality of the services
renderad; Lthe training aof the labour
bureau staflf,; and the sstablighment of
asparates service points for different
categories of workers, for exsmple For

professionsl and clecleal workers and
for unskilled workers.

This latter funttign is of eignificonce Ln the
light of the changing lebour process in South
Africe and will bBe returneg to later when
"ersining services' are discussed.

Tha second provislon which Aiekert
gllowed For In his report wes the Fecilitating
cf private recruitment by employers. The
Commiseion pointed put that this was necessary,
particularly In the roserves, where the labour
bureaun were Mot Functisning edeaguataly. Gays
the Heporti

In 8ll guartars mention was wmade of the
fact that the kribal labour bureaux in
the black atates were not functioning
as deslred, among other things becsuse
of @ poor commygnibstion and Eransport
netuork,; inadaguate office Facillities,
inafficient administration, wuntrained
staff, poor sslectlem of labour, end
lgrarance on the part of smployers
ragerding the releted legislation in
force in the black states.

In the light of this Riskert acgued that kthe
labour agent played & very valuable role in
the cenalization mpnd utilisekion of &fricen
labour from the "blsck stabtes’:

The major part of the evidence Teceivac
by Ehe Commigglon was =assentlielly Lo the
effect thet malaried labeur &gents in the
service of large employers {or recrulting

orgenications, Tor exemple, TEHA, which
recrults for the affiliated fgold and
cosl mines) fulfilled an essential role
in regard ko the canalisstion and
allocetion of lebour, For the vary reason
Ehet the lsbour market mechanism in
certain regions, including bthe Black
States Functioned so poorly and because
the official labour turedy systes in

Lts pregent framework did mot succamd In
supplementing the labour merket machanlsa
effectively enough.

Two suggestions wete sede For improve—
magnta in African eresdst Clratly to encourage
Agminlisiration Boards to recrult labourerce,
and secondly For labour agents bto be given
licences ta recruit woarkers, provided they
wore recruiting for & particular group aof
employers and not recrulting on & fraslance
besis. 1In white eress, Individual employers
and groups of employers could be gluen
permisaion from their local labour bureau to
cacfult labour should Ene bursnu be unsble to
fulfil their needs. Riskert suggested that &
gimilar system be Implemenkted For Farmers,
but the goyernment while accepting the other
recommendstions pointed out that farmers had
a sesponal nesd for labour and it would be
incanvenient for them to contimually approach
the lebour buresu For parmisslion to recrulit.
It was sugyested insteag that they should
continue to be glven licences walid for one
yaar peraitting them ta recrult labour.

Recoghition of the role of privete
recrulting representz & legal scceptance of a
policy whiech had bean in operakion For a very
long btime geaplite the sttenpts of the labour
ourssu systea to talie over its functiows. It
plec ellowg for individual inkterference with
the system of lsbour alliocation on & micro
level in order to eradiczte minor technicel
hitches. The government was Srepared o

scceptk thig provislon provided thak it would
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et giscupt the overall system. [t does not
ellygy for the abolitlion of the systss on &
national scale; not is It Indicabtive of eany
movy towards a 'freer' lebour sarket.

Tha second isportant sres dealt with by
the Ripkert Cosmission relates to the tralning
of the labour Force. While tne agriculturel
&nd mining sactors may still place primary
emplizals an the tole of the labour bureaux
end privetes labour sgents to provide an
Bdejuete lebour supply whan end whers LU was
needed, secondery industry hes different nesds.
Since the mio-1960s foreign Lnvestment in
manyufacturing Industry hes lsd to the develop—
ment of highly mechanised industries. Thilas
development ham done ewhy wikth the old
Bkilled = unskllled division in the laboaur
procass and cepleced 1t with 2 new category
of workers, namely semi-skilled workers., It
is also poseible to suggest that this process
hes resulted im tho need For a nomber of
white=collar clerical workers who need a
certain degree oF literscy.

The isplications of this for the black
working class fis that industry regquires workers
with a higher level of akllls then that
raquired by the unskilled job cetegory. It
ssems that it ls in terma of these demands

tnat the recommendations relating to training

6f the labour Force must be understood.
Evidence of Ethis in the Alekert Commission
i to be Mound in the esmphesis ilsid on Ethe
eatablishmant of tralining Fecilitiess for
Africen workers and the abolition of section
Z20R of the Alack Labour Act of 19584 which made
provislon For akstutory Job ressrvetion,
In ardar to Facilitate treining programmes
the Commission sduocated the establishment
of & wetional Council For RManpower matters.




This Councl] would be inteormted with the

g arktment of Labour and would incluyde Ehg
Apprenticeahlp Commnittees of the latisn:l
rpprénticeshlp Bomspcs [t would also be
fnvolved in aupplying the Rilnlster oFf Lebour
with advice on all pollcy matters arisling
from; nr ir connection wlith, the adminigtretion
of the Empgloymgnt znd Treining Bck. The
Commigsion elao recossenced that the private
gpctar should be encouraged to provide fn=
service tralining For Its employees. Tao
zupplement this,; the state should sybpldise
public Lraining cenftres which were hat bBaing
adeguately supporctied by the privabte spctor.
The atete accepted all Ehe recommengations
pointing out that they were in line witn
curtent policy. Tha Cosmission clso strassed
the impartance of the Department of National
Ceucation in implementing lebour training
policies.

Thae third erea with which the Commission
is concerned is tha revamping of thg fnflus
contral legislation. Onca egain thg recommen—
gations seem to indicste a desire to conceal
@ mapsure which is obviously designed as part
gf tha =echanism of conkrolling the working
clare. As with the case of registration of
worksesekers discussed sarller, Riekart
misges the boat. He suggests Four amsasures to
do away with what he terms the racial
discriminatlon implicit im the influw control
systas;

+ To plece responsibility For Lnflyx
gonktrol with the Depértmenkt of Ehe
Imterior rather than wlth Ehe Department
of Cooperatinn and Oevelopment, im order
that the same sysktem be opplicaple Lo
Afclecan "mliens' as it is to white aliens.
Te tignten wup efflux control ko prevent
"Illegals' From leaving thelr *place af
arigin' unless there ls a Job walting
for them im the "unlte' arpas.

To make employers who employ "Lllegals?
gsolely responslble for the of Fence and

te Ting them heaully.

To makea bthe ropatcisbisn af all "illsosls"®
to thelr "homelznds' compulsaty.

AL the game time Lhers were soms changes
sugagested In the Influx control legiaslatlon
which were definitely dealgned to mako the
eystem ooerate in & beneficiel way For tha
employar = namely that wocrkseekors wlt)
patmanant urban teslidence guelificstlons coulo
be maowed Trom one conpeny braneh to anokbher
within the same urben scea and fros gpo branch
tg amather o SLFFecent urben gcrds.

The Flinancial Msil Lnterpratsd thaasm
recomsnendations In the Following way:

pass sctcosts ~ust be Egkan aff the

streets and inFlux contiol monlitored
instsad in tho seglusion ol peErsonnel
managece' offices. This la the importande
of Piet Riskert's propasals, on thls Ehas
most explogive of all reclal lsesues

in South Africa (79.06.22)

ghile this may be true, os Ismporiant in
interpratling the naw provisions ls the stress
which Alekert placas on the Laplementaticn
of influx econtrol belng in relation to ktha
avalilability of smployment and housing.
Allo ing for the number of whemployed guoted
saflier in this artlcle; It ls avident that
this very large number of jobless represent
@ threat to the process of cepital sccunula-
tion eng the status guo. For this reasson,
provision has been mnade For eaxporting thae
unamployed to the rursl eress. Once ageln
thls fa mot new policy. It is merely &
restatement of a previous pollcy In harsher
Edrma Lo deal wlth & crisis situation.

In the W.ite Papsr, tha governngnt -akes
it clesr thet it Ls not at all sure how
efflciontly Riekert's proposals will work.

Furtnersore, the govecnment L& a9t prepared
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to place the aole busden for empleyment of
"11legals’ gn the ampleoyer es It Feela both
partles apg guilbty, The govermment's walt
and aea attitude Ll well exenplified in the
dhite Poaper an the guegtion of the 72 hour
perlad allowed to workserkers to Find a }oo
imn &0 ufban ares. In the Whlbte Paper thae
GUVBLTNRENE saym:

The governaent has taken note of bhe
#vidence submitted to the Comaliszion
that the TI=hour provision oiascriminates
agoinet blacks, leads to larne scels
arcesgtas &énd short=term Lmprisonmant,
creates consldorabrle human relations
problems and comes nowhefs nesr complecely
effective control of wunlawful entry of
blacks 1nto ucben Breéas... On the othes
hend, the governmant wishes to poink out
that rapealing this provislon will plece
the pyurden of influx contral enticely an
conkbiol &t tne plece of emocloyment pnd
the place of residenge,.. HAchieving the
same dagree of control without the 72—
hour prowision mey, therefore; roguire
excepkinnally strict zppllication of
theae othear controls.

This attitude seems to support the wview
that influx control is not primsrily a syatem
of reciel discriminstionm but Ls Incressingly
being uead asg & sysktem of relocatling tha
surplus work force oeyond the wrban areas
whate 1t is hoped they will poss less of &
threat to the statws gua,

By way of conclusion | would like ko
suggeet tertaln mreas in the Aiekert Cosmission

Aeport whlch require furtner resesrch. This

1Y)
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Thanks to Paul for i{llustration, snd ke
gontributers Tor articles.

WL WISH TO DRAW OUR READLRS ATTCNTION TO

THE CONSUMER BOYCOTT OF FATTIS AND MOMIS
PRODUCTS INM SUPPORT OF WORKERS DISRMISSED

FROM THEIR BELLVILLE PLANT FOR TRADE UNION
ACTIVITY. DETAILS OF THIS LABOUR ACTION ARE -
TO BE FOUND ON pp 46=7 OF THIS ISSUE OF WIP,
FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE UNIOWN
FUMD WHICH IS SUPPORTING THE DISMISSECD WORKERS
FINANCIALLY, WE PUBLISH BELOW THE ADORESS TO
WHICH SUCH CONTRIBUTIONS MAY BC SENT:

Food snd Canning Workers Unlon,
F-ﬂ‘. Boax :‘1.*

AL TOuN.

nat & racisl one but an sconomic gonflict ower
ownatghip of the msans of productions Ons of
tha Llast SAS0 policy statesants befors Lt was
banned argusd thet the rscisl sonopoly ower
l:ll-ntl.l]._ mgans of productlon <as thes ceaal
sourca of white political dominatlon,; snd that
the structurs of soclety ultimstely cested on
capletalist relationa of explolitation In which
raciml policies wers rooted.

On ths other hand, a Progressive
Federal Party Member of Parlismsnt, H. Surman,
wan recently quoted aes saying that thoss who
sald South Africa was & class=based soolsty,
rather than recislly divided, wers "silly”.

It is not slways clear what is msant
when peoples refer to class, nelthar is it
necessacily obvious what sortes of guestions
tha notion of class ls suppossd to answer or
sxplaln in a Soukth Afrlcan comtext. Ak thae
heart of this debate 1s the probles of whathar
conflict and division = wealth and poverty,
power and impotence; ocppressor and opprassed;
axploiter and sxploited - sce ssussd by
faclalism or by the divislon of soclety into
antagonistic clanesea,

Thoss whe suggest that & clsss=bassd
enalysls is the way of explaining the nsturs
of South Afrlcan socciety go on to afgue that
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in this lssus of yl¥, we carcy an article

on the Llensore resettlemant camp In Lhe
Lestern Capek. ASs the article makes clear,
Eris is not Lo suggest that there s anybhing
wnusual or speclfic about Gilenmorae, but rather
that it is part of the totalikty of the
ongolng process of "grand aparctheld" in

South Afrlea. Hecently a cectain prominencs
has besn glven to rural arsas and ressttlesant,
specifically In the commecrcial preswe. #hiln
gne musk welcome the fackt that the press is
showinng some intereat in this erea, Ethe
dafget exists very strongly that the

drasacie nNews and crisis orlentatisn af

the commercial sedls will, as the article

on Glenmore suggests,; make "an ongoing
process into amn wunusual evenl, thus
lndicectly and incorrectly sunnesting

that conditions at resetilemecnt camps ace
worse Lhan at estavlished slums long exisling
iln the cantustans',

In this context one can only espress
concorn st the interest mhown by the Jrban
Fouwlelation in rural oreas, and note that Lk
is likely to Follow 3 tuwo-pronged strategy
{in regard to these arsas; ths "dramstle expose’
of certain camps and arnas, which has the
vffect of sugoesting that they are unususl,
ratnar than helng parc af ths total devolop=
ment of Sauth Africen capitealiem snd its
nallitical structures; and Lhe sciting up of
sma]l-scale capltalist ventures combinod with
charity in deprussasd rural aceas as "solukions’
Lo thn miserable poverty and Alsintercqeation

af Lhe Lantustans.

fwa FurLhar polnts cemain Lo be made sboul

Ehis lauue of Jork |n | Fogress! both concecn

languane and Lurminalogy.

The editors are aware that the language
af ona or two of the articles carried is of @
complex and technical mature. This is = problem
continually faced by WIPt many of the issusa
dealt with are of a complex nature; and often
the language used tends to rmi lect this
comploxity too directlys. de are awsre that
it is & cruciasl tssk to "dejargonise' nd
mpks more accesslble various debates tausfar
held as the preserve af academlic Institubtions;:
to the extent that wo have Failed in cectaln
articles in this fssue, we apologise Eo our
readerahlp, HowEver, the material comtained
in bath articles referred to fs of such a
waluable nature that Lt was declided ta cun
them without delay. Any atteopt bto edit or
re-write aspects would have rendered [t
lmpossible to include the contributlons in
this lasus,

The asscand polnk relates ta the use af
tha descriptive term "black', WIP policy has
been bto witilise "black" when refecring to
the group subject to specifically racial
ppprossion and dumination im Seukth Africe
(i "africans', "coloureds’ and "indiaona’},
Howavar,; certmln of our centributors have
slipped inte the Erap laid by the dominant
ideology, which is to refer to "afrlecans' as
black, and other groups am "indian' or
'eoloured', We have attempted to correck
this whersver posslble, but it has sometimes
nat bean ¢lear from the context whother
ofly africans, orf all bleks, were being
referred to.

ks urge Muture contributors Lo bear
poth of these important polnts in mind
whan writing articles,
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papet hes tendsr to concentrate malnly om
FTommission's recommonadilons concmcning
lobopur oureaux, influx contpgl and Lhe
changlog geaand Fof l.Daur. HAGEVEL §
eQually lmpoctent would DB &M axeminstiaon
tho tecormendations concerning the rights
African buslnessmen,; proposad chan}ag v My ]
legislation relating to urbah Afcican
acminlsktratlion end houslng policles.

A pgogslsly Fremmisrs of anolysis would be
gxamination af the extant to which thase
mesaures |ndicate attempte to incorpocmie =
section of the African patty bourgeolsle anag
the African working close withmin Ene power
gtruckure of the Soobkh AfFrlecen mocial

Fornatian.

barbara Creecy

DISCUSSION PAPER ON

EDUCATION AND
DEVELOPMENT

[ AM GOInS to look st two sreas where
ggucation can play a rocle In developmink. Tha
Firppr nF rhpee areix g MRy Bpurstlen of
peocple Lnterested Lin engealng in develosment
work, more especlally Ehaet of wuniwversiky
studants intercsted in such work. The second
involvea aome Ehoughts an the role which
gducational work can play in the developmanmt
proOCE3E.

The university basically serves the
needs of bourgecis socliety. The universiby
produces people wlth the technicsl skills

needed in the cspitelist econosy. [t alao

helps to repraduce the culture of capnltaliast

society. Gy and lerge the people who emerga
from the universitlies accept the class
structure of Houth AfFrican society and Bxgect
to take up thneir positien in the dominent
glenses, [(he needs of poclety places
constraints on the univeraity while academies
are constrained by Etnelr pwn rless pomitlion,
This means thet there are limlts Eo wyhich
the wuniversity as an instltutlon cen provide
tha sart af sducation nesded for developmént
wotk., Faced with these limits people heave
ofcen opted For courses which Ehey Feel Paue
more relevance then othere For cevelopiieni
work cegsplikte thelr overall srlentation
Usually thness courses ore of a technical or
professional nature. 1 =& thinking of pegple
Who do medicine with thie Inteniion of dolng

cosmunity medleine, or those who stbwdy
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architecture or town planning Lntending to
turrn Enmeir skills to the provislon of low-
cosl housing. Thne problem with this approach
is that it oftan corresponds with & wviegw of
underdevelopnent as essenbtially a technical
probles.

I would srgue that communlty wedlielns
or housing con't of themselves consbltube
gevelopment. The resson For thils fa that
davelopment woek [& ol gpriwarlly concerned
in the short term wlth providing services to
poverty stelcken groups ln mociety. Tha
primary concern of develapment work is ko
gnable people to challenge the soclel
abtruckture which explpikts and underdevelops.

This echallange can only come from tha
dndarstanding and organieation of people in
the uwunderdevelopad reglons. This challenge
proceads on ideclogicsl, political and
peanamle lavelg. The role of tha development
worker Le to sct as Tacilitator, providing
resources for thae ackian of these peoples
Certainly technical gkilis play an fsportant
roles in the process. A& teshnies]l solutiom to
a prablem faeing a communilbty c&n have cramt
nobllising effect anmd provide 8 Focus Tor
gorgeniaation and pollticel mereness. AR in-
spproorieste technigue cen easlly lesd ko
increansd dependencs and the Further
fragmontation of a3 communibty.

For this reason it is Importemt that the
developnent worker understands the forces
ackting on end within a community. This

understariding Ls essential to the sbility to

" —

This article 1l a mlightly abefdged veralion
of a speech given by tha author ko B rteceant
conference on '"Cducation snd Development',

held at the University of Cape Town during

July 1979,
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wotk wlth people End to remlistically asasss
what actlon Ls posaible. To proceed wheare the
chances af Tfallure outwalgh those of success
is at best shortsighted and at worst self
inmoulgent,

Let's turn now to loock at the role
university bassed sducotlon can play Tor the
devalopment worker. 1 mean to include in
this not only coursework for degree purposes,
but also the other learning opportunities
tmrough student sctivities which 2 universlty
offers.

An underatanding of how the process of
underdeavelopmant took plece and the struckural
conatrainta impossd on underdeveloped reglons
and the pesople in them Lls necessary. MAlong
with this goes an understandlng of the develop-
mant of cepitalism In South Africe, for thess
are two sides of the seme ecoin. This entails
the abllity to enalyse & soclal Formatlion at
a thmoretical level. 1t mls0o reguires an
understanding of the specifics of thas
southern Africen situation ond Lks plece Ln
the cepitalist system as & whole. While tha
theoretical outline of southernm AFcican
underdevelopment hos sdvenced repldly owver
the lcst few years thers is still a great
degl of fleshing out that must be done to
concretise this analysis., This is particulsrly
trus Tor the contesporary periog if development
wor-ers are to have a clesrer understanding
of where enc how to engage, Josnne Yewltch's
sager on the position of AFrlccn women ore
gxamples of tha type of ressarch that is needed
an & much wider scale (pp 35=44 in this lasus).’

The presant situation of ths "homelang’
underdeveloped reglons and the Fforces ecting
ofi thes nasds to be placed in & cleared

perspective LF we arm to understand the

nuillhiiiti;l of davelpggment work =t present.
e nesd Lo MNoW mOre sbout what ls going on
in Ehz name of separats development, and the
affacts 1t is heving In Erese acreas.

What follows is o brief outline of soma
areas into which resemrch could be directed.
Une of tFrose aredss ie Ehe role of Ehe stobe
in homeland gress. This involves strte
agricultural development pollcies such as
bettereont schones, state run glentations end
gther egricultursl schemes. One woy of looking
at these ls to treace thelip affects an class
structure and incressing landlessnoss. UOftan
all contral la exerclesd Ffrom Ehe top with
farmete tied to the schemes by credit
facilitles and pecforming the Functions of
an sgrleuvltural lsbhour Fforce.

The industrial decentralisation policy
and "homelond' industry in general is snother
serees This has Desring on the guestion of
the Functioning of tha ceserve army of labour.
Aesetileamant schameés &re often loceated near
industrial growth points to supply & captiva
labour force. The whole guestion of tha
gxtensive resttlement of population taklng
plece also posms many problems; as do
informal sector activities.

Ressarchers couly take & look at the
relationship betwsen political influence
in the "homslsnds' enyg the accumulation of
waalth In; Tor lnetante, lend and cattle.
There =may be connectlons ko parkiclipotlon
In gevelopaent schemewy and the scogulisitian
af trading and obthaft licenses.

Then there is Ehe guestion of thi sxtent
of penetration of large scale enterprises
ossed locally snd SvErsems, intd thess aT8dE.
This may take place Ehrough participetlon

in jolnt ventures such ma tripartite agreements |
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of directly 28 In the cise of Eea sstates 1n

the 'homeglandsn® of the nortoecn Transvaal.

Studies of South Afpicen capitolisa and
the nature of Lts labour and caplital needs
heve particulesr relevance for peeple Interested
in wvorking with workers' orgenisstions. 1t
has been polrted out that sociazl sclientists
havea played & role Ln aiding capitalists.

The pecriods of drematic expansion in Ehe
social sclences coincided with crises in

South African cepitalism, perticularly erises
effacting the supply and nature of labeour,

[t has been pointed out Ethat thore Ls the
possibility of dolng rcsearch at Ethe universi=
tims which would reverse this reluationahip,
resparch which would ba relevant to kEhe
interests of workers rether than thoss of
capitalista.

1t 15 only From etudles like thess thet
ws can understand the specifle nature af the
class struggle 2t present taking plece In
the underdevelopsd ceglons and Lln South Afrlca
a8 8 whole, Much of this ressacch can probably
be done swlthin the exlating structure of Ehe
unlivorsity curriculum,

To do this ressmsrch is not snough in
itself. It ls slso important that tne
analysls and pritical perceptlons do not
remain the sxclusive preserve af academlics.
une of tha problens with the present redical
scademic debate Is Ehat it is genercaslly
couched Ln terma thet make L1t guite
insccesslble to people without highar
sducation, and even difflcult for many of
those 8t university who are not directly
involved in thoss debates. Equelly as
ioportant aas theorstlical enalysls and smpirical
reosarch if the communication of this materpial
to people cutslce the universitire, This is



a much nenlected field to which =ore attentlion
naeds to be pald,

Thare is another ares which thae
universities don't tough on, and that ls tha
training of development workers in the skills
they need. Thess revoive sround communication,
organisation ond the abllity to work with
perople withoubk overpowering them. The actual
content of these s«illg will not be dealt wikEh
in this pppet.

what [ would like to mention ls that at
present these skills yre developed In &
fairly haphazard ano empirical way by students
irvelved in various kinds of deuvelopment ang
conmunity work, Thers sre a nusber of such
student prganisations on the wvarlous campuses.
uUFeen this sporosch hag led to the initial
fallure of projects and the need to tobally
rethink and re—orientate them. Student
organisations have & number of problems which
1imit theit effectivensss. These Lnclude Etha
pect=time nature of involvement and yearly
chenges of personnael,; amonget others. A BOL#
systematic nmpprosch might go soms way towards
ensuring greatar effectiveneass and & more
realistic salection of where and what ta do.
row to work is more important in most coses
then what Lo do.

Tha role sducation can play in davelopment
work ie in many ways a far greater problem,
gantuy sducetlon moncpolises the school syscem
in the wundardeveloped reglons of South Afrlcas
1 don'*t thin. thers il much argument that it
hag Littls relavance for developsent. This is
also thea cass Tor the sducation civen to
white aouth Africens, yhich by and large Fits
them for their position of privilece.
Attempts to implement g development oriented
gducation in nelighboyring counktries cominated

by South african and mgtropolitan crplEtnlism
have met with little success. Giwuean these
gii ficulties one olternstive st the moment
sseme Lo o Lo look at goucatinnel
posslibilitieos outalde the Formal structures.

Jne of the Fielda people have turned to
has been that of adult literscy traoining.

The imperting of creading and writing kills
does not of itself hove drimatic impllcations
for development. =ut literacy can be seen in

B wider way as aromotlnz & Letter undersionaing
of people's pomition Lln sociaty and the history
and structures which cetermine that poslitlon,
Along with this Ehete ususlly goes an exprossed
intention to heighten comeunity consclousness
end organisation. Unlega there is goms
practical level on whien tnis can fing
expression it is mot likely ko survive very
long. IE is at this point thet ktechnical
golutlons cen help to reinfores and give
content to organisation,

Worker controlled enterprises also offer
sducational opportunities to those inuvolved
in them, The hiersrchicecl control exercised
in conventional capitslist |nt|pp£1.|; cEn
be set msicde in such msnterprises. This offers
people involved the opportunity to develop a
wide range of skills khat the worker in a
convantional ankteepriee never loarns.

Finally, I would 1ike k& polnt sut that
whatl have ssld Lls not memnt to be prescriptive
or comprehensive. People probsbly heve mgny
sore ldess and I hope thakt they will raise
them In response to this peper.

Dick Clocte
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The ABORTION of
The INTELLECT:

LITERARY CIRCLES AMD *CHANGE" IN SOUTH RFRICA
TODAY 5

This article was to have been preserted to

a conferance on 'Tha States of Art ip South
Africa', which was held Ln Cape Town Trom
July 16 = 20, 1979 However, after the nature
af thae csanference had bacoms apparsnt to thae
guthor; he withdrew the peper, and & brlef
statemant was resd on his behall ta Ehe

cgnfarence delegates. That statemsnt raad

"In the countcy in whicsh I work, Namibis,

tha struggle for and of cultures fis &

serious business In which ordinary men and
womeny; of whatever political persuasicon,

are Ilnvolued. [ have therafore lesarned that
debates about culturs]l sxpresslions ¢annot be
the privileged domain of any one acclsl group
or class.

smas]l bEligve..sathat this conference has
fallen short of & resl conosptlion aof the
problems inharent LIn discussing "The State
af Act in South Africa®, It ims difrlcult to
Wisuvallize how the Soweto oral posts [ wha
openad the conference) wers supposed to
haus pacforssd In this social sillsu, OF
for what ressons the Renoir and Rie=ling
sat wers suddenly golng to lismten to tham,

I must sdmit that further aspects of the
organization of this affair have worrled mej
but none so much as the exceptlionally high
croagletration fee which {fnr whatevsel Coaasons
it was dons) has served as an sffective form
of ldeological selection of thoss who may now
gprass their polnts of view, This has,
moreover, besh reflocted ln some af the work
Focthcoming.

I have tharafore reluctantly decided that the
naturs of the participstion sllowed 18 msuch,
Ehat Lt ganfot sefve to provide a Forum For
discusaion of tha sub)ect metter of By pApEr..
1 da not belleve that any satlafactory
argument or self-gvaluatlon can be Torth=

coaming at thile conference, amd wish to declace
that [ have withdrawn my paper from discussion.®

It is Iin Ethis context that we publish tha
article below, and lnvite responas ta Ethe

ideas contained in 1lt, as well as contributions
gn the gquestion of art,; literature; ideclogy,

culture and struggle 4in a Sowth African context,.
=The ditors,

Evary colf has two sldes. The bad aide of the
idenliogy of "Blask Constlocusness” i that Lt
is not founded upon sclentifle thinking. 1ts
atarting polnt ls resctlionary,. It Ll an
affect rathear than & coaus®....An affect of
black conaclousnass that is not good 1sa that
it providas & smokescreen hehind which the
"non-white™ middle classes hidej; classes such
as the black patty capitallat macrchants in
tha "homslanda™, the middls cless wAge BECners
in the towns, the "coloursd™ suparviscra and
amploysrs of black labour, and moet leportant
parhapa, the private leandownscs....0ns point
mbout the good side of bleck consclousnmas
im of course that It Ls a Etactlc of
mobllizetion within an overall astcrategy of
revolutionary struggle.

= Namiblan Students"

Organisation pamphlet,
1877,

Black people seek For
intellectusl Fresdam

The right to think to iAgquire afd te leatn
tha right to hold oplnions
tha right to practice art Frealy
to svaluate and to criticlae
the right to listen,; to dlecuss and to
publish and to reAdscsss

= loli Kota,

Aadio Bantu reaches 4.8 million Blacka in
saven languages. @hich mekes Lt the most
affectiva ssdium In Black advertising.,
Aadio Bantu = where your money talks loudest,
= fimcent sdvert In
South African
business journasl.
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THE PRESENT CRISIS of South Africen 'sccimty’
can be ss®n not only with regard to the
sconomig Face of scclety but also as it effects
politica and Ldeology. ALt the same time as Ethe
reslastance af the dominated groups within Ehas
country has IncTeased markedly, the stats has
swung beteesn [ncorporationist {:naanLp|}
stages [such as detente) and the use of Lts
direct and violent repressive sschanisma in
guick successlon, This has to some extent
besn a resvlt of struggles taken place within
the state powar blec Ltself. In this perisd af
confusfon end crieie, it is & difflcult taak
to sven begin to teese ogut the dicrection af
those active In the interlinking ideologlesl,
political and sconomle strugglem which
continue dailly (1).

in the shiftlng and complex scensrios
which smarge from this crisis, thoae who
study the literature coming from Southern
Afrlca will be awars of &an inescepabls Ffack:
that critice afe bDeglinning to show an intercsat
in literafy expression whlech springes from Eha
domlnated &and oppressed sectors im society.
Thim new trend has by and largs emargesd
becauves of the cultursa]l snd other activitlies
of the various groups Formsing part af Lhe
oppresssd and dominated, cather than from any
damocrabtlzatlon of thought From within thae
spiritus]l powst positions of South Africa's
literary sstablishment, In particular, ths
work of blsek literary parformers, wribtecs
and intellectuals as mobilized through the
organisstions of the Black Consclousnmss
mowsmenkt Iin the sarly and mid-seventies bears
closer scrutiny., The latter half of the decads
has; moreover,; provided & host of political
and scono®ic struggles which literary
conasicerations cannot lgnore. Among thass aca




the liberation of the Fformer Portuguess
colonisaj tha Soweto revelt af 19763 tha
banning of the Black Consclousness cultural
and political organisations as well =s the
World neswspapery the Inforsation scandalj the
orosing military confrontatlion in Zimbabwe,
Namlbia and South Afriesi and the angoing
fragmentlng and polarizing of experience
within the countfy.

. Writers have not been sxespt Mrom problems
and pressursas in & climstes whars most Forms of
dissant are seen am hosktile by a stats
sbtructure which startad of F the 1270%s In an
aurs of confidence and Lle likely to end the
dacade a8 brittle, fractured and severaly
reprasslve, ARamoval or refusal of passports,
narsssment, bannings, sxile and imprisonasnt

have besn part of the Life of our writercs

during this paried (2).
1.

For a while after the bannings of the ANC
and PAC at the start of the sixtise snd the
effective sllencing within the country of
moat af the talentsd bleack writers involvaed
in the developwmant of an English=-language
writing during thes previous decade, =most
Wisible cultural sffects of South African
origin were the product of white writers sugh
as thae Sestigeres, and English-speaking
individusla such as Jack Cope and Nadine
Gordimer, Even st fts most political (tha

Sestigers with one or two sxceptlons had other

concerna) the writing tended towards & plodding
realistic mode of sxpression and s Falrly

modish "relevance' which sought to esxposa the

inlguities and attitude of raciem mnd apacthweid
in South Afplca without sver sseming to delve
satisafactarily inte tha dynamies of sither Ltha

sociel struckture or the attlitudes invelved(3).
The Lndividualiom of the charactars in theses
bookas and plays was generally stressed as a
necessary defence againakt the creeping
conformity and lack of espathy cauaed by the
apartheid regimej where a community af Feelling
was drawn from, as in the Afcikeans 1i .erature
of tha tims, & type of existentiml reballion
was the Fashion., Publishing was regarded as tha
haight of & young writer's success,; and the
ideans that the book was the ultimsts inm litasracy
axpreaasion «wam not challenged. The tendency of
the tims wam, LT manything, towards the Turthesr
academiclzatlion and class stratification of
litersture, and the litecrsry snd academic
gligues wha "knes thalr literaturas' had &
powsrful effect on assthetic/cultural norms
and their continuation. This sharp divialen
between the small group of the "artisbtically
knowlesdgeable' and the masses was adhared to
by both white wrlters and artista, and Ehm

Ffaw surviwors of black litersturs who remslned
to be touted and shown off In litecary
Bagazines.

Howsver, at the same time as the rise of
the Black Conscliousness movemants in tha lats
sixtiss and marly seventiss ons notlced cracks
starting to sppear Ln thie siructure of
literary sand artistic circles. The volces of
black playwrights and sctors, and; slightly
later; Elack powets, began to be hesrd in the
townships egaln, Thess likterary pecformace
begen to make striking uvese of & powerful
{and relstively unreprassed, though
sconomically sxploited) tool of township
sxpreaslon: suslcs PMuele gfoups such ae
Dashiki, Melombo and Hacsri flourished am
wall am & theatrs combining damce, drama and
muslc, This theatrs varisd From the commaccial
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and populsr work of Gibeon Kents and Sam
FMhangwane to the more sarlouvae and polltically
conaclous work of MAihloti and other radical
thestres groups (4), Theatcwe, pop and jazz
festivales spread. Stylisticelly an leportant
influsnce on the young, angcy poets who
amarged was the postry of the Black Powar
moveaent in the United States, particularly
poets such as Roberft Hayden, Langeton Hughes,
Imamu Amirl Baraks, Guwendolyn Brooks and
othars. With thia Influence went & shiFfting
away from atandard English towards a Fealing
for langusge as spoken In the townahlipe, thus
being outsids of btha sxperience of white
litesrature and academis. A cancern For th;
languags and thykthes of sveryday speech can
be seen in s racy "slang' poetcy which started
to smarge From certain of the posts (5).

Thus in the period of time precseding and
durlng the 1976 rlote, & cesurgence of cultural
mctivity from the black cemmunity and Ltm
filtering through to a rather wider spectrum
of people is noticeabls, In lins with the
doctrines of black awarsness, tha focus af
goncarn of black weiters and performara
shifted radieally te a black listening
audience in place of & white libecal or
ovarssas onwe. A lot of the wark which fssued
forth had an urgent pollitical function. As
much of ths literaturs was used as a maans to
axpress social discontent, the valum of tha
utterance was seen by some writers as temporscy
and more waeful in spreading ldeas than =
European "art for art's sske'. Indeed, ons of
the Foremost groups In this literary resurgenca,
the Journalists, appear to have used litsraturs
in the sbssnce of any degres of Fresdom in
thelr professlon, Thus a type of artistic
productlon easrged which used any madium




malleaoie or appropriate to the situation st
hand .

fiultl-medle shows and & Lype of urben oral

poetry wsing drus and ather musieal accpmpanimant

reached a high guality of pecformance; Dashlkl's
rendltlon of Casaire's '"Return to My Nativae
Land" anc tha performances of Medupe Writers'
Assocliation come to mind, Thls ahift Trom a
ceading sudisnes to & listening one maans
that much af the leportant work whieh was
heard ak the time remains relatively wnknown
outelde of ita snwironment: at lesst two of
the most Influential Fligures in this pomtoy,
Molafe Phatos and Lafifi Tladl (both mow in
gxlile), are atill aleocat completaly
unpublished (6],

Tre reasona for the uee of this new
form of disseminatlion are msany. Ta soma
gxtent theatrs and oral poatry amre Forms
less wvulnerable to censorship, due ta thae
compression of languags involwed which allowed
it to be & hiding place for seanings morce
accessible to the auwdiance than to the censcrs
{7)s Furthermore, & concern For approprists
literary techmligues was given velce to. Thase
poatty workshopa and readings polnt to the
Fact that poets were now concerned to use

literature as a means of direct communicatlion
rather than desiring publicatlion as the way

to eirculate thelr work; indeed, there was a
tgndency among some of the younger Soweto
poets during and isssdistely after 1978 to

pue 8ll who published ss suspect. This
participatory and perforsed act esphasised

the Tesling in soma circles connected with
black consciousness that collective experience
could snrich individusl effort and enhance a
degres of pultural wnity, This amphasis on

new tachniguess was coupled with a growing

awarensss of the control exercisad oy white
llbersl and overseas slements in momt of the
Ingtitutions and buslnessss connected with
artistic output - publishing houvsweo,; the ctecord
indusktry, art galleries and so on. Guala, far
ondéy, Bxpresasd & dislike Por the lisitations
of books and saw btha problem of cantril as
not only ona of white sxpertlse, but lao
"methods of opsration that sre besed on
white sxpectlise® (B). This deslre to Brask
ausy from commarcial snterprisss slmed at
exporting litersture or influencing Lts
suitablliity for sudiences comprised aof
liberals and the educated black ellte was
ot one stage ciscacnible cight From tha
&@ducated and more pollitlically articulates
intellgctuals involwed ta "popular'
antartainara and recording artists suveh as
Hahlathini and Mahotells Ousens (9),

This crehabilltation and restructuring
of Africen culbture and creative impulees
= in short, a cultural reaffirmation' - was
made manifest In & sltuatlen whate thae
dominant white culture was constipated and
individualiatlic. A black sthos as challengsr
inatead of ghallenged came inkto being and
began an assaulk on tha claims of relesvance
of the white literary ssteablishment am a whole.
it is inforsative to note, howsver, that
whatevaer shifta Lm the degree of telerance
towsrds this nee cultural inltistive took

place within the dominankt clesaes, =ny attespta
at contral af the sconomic seans af

dissemination by black Intellectuvals [ wolved
has bmen suppressed [(10). Attamptas to break
sway From white patronage often found problems
with venuss and Finances a8 wall, ss no proper
facillities existed Tor black theatres, art

galleries or othar venues.,
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Duspite a temporary bresk caused by tha
banning of World, USJ, ®Medupe and tha
arganlsatlans of Lhe Glack Consciousnass
Fovement Ln lctobear 1%77, the evelution end
power oF culturel and literary mctivity by
black attimte Has continuad: in this sapae
tme foeirucElon NES not bawh a® orEat A8 EMal
caussd by the creckdowns and sxiention af
censoraship in the sarly 1960"s. This can af
course partly be sxplaineo by the Fact that
the politicel bmnhninge agalnst thae srtlats
and wtitors themselves was less oronounged
Ehan Ln Ehe sarller period: but in my opinion
it slso palnts te & posaibility that technicums
not wholly depsndent on the printed page had
allpwed the heblt of literary activity ko
pink in far oeepsr roocte than before, with a
posaible Tiltecing af the vaes af litersturs
from the sducated wlitm down to pEtty=
bourgecis ano even working class slements not
previously involwed in Literatura {11).

The final effects of tha aftecmath of
the Soweto revelt and the hannings and
detentions heve neverthsless Desn damaglng
enough. The Flight of many yowng and
promising posts and playwrights Into sxile,
and the prolenged detantiasn of others are
phenomena which still have to be properly
assessed. Thim has resulted In rathere lass
amphasls having been placed subssousntly on
theatre and dramatic performsances, while soms
of bhe postry has moved to a slightly mors
conservatlve spproach. Many of Ehe mosk
{mpresslve mualc and dramatic act performars
have been driven into exile (12). Other
developmgnts have perhaps been mora
sncoursging: the farmation af a P.C.N, bfanch
on the Witwaterscand far mors cepressntative

than sarliesr attempts of the cultural mlliesu




gensrally (13), the rias of magazines mors
concerned with a South African than simply

a white=inspired literatura (74) , and a
situation inm which it is now definitely the
literary output of the dominsted claases

which is mors wital and srresting, as far

as the more "serious' literature is concerned
at leasti this can ba ssen in tha grudging
acceptance of at least some Afrlean litereturs
Inta unlverasltiy courses and discussion,

Moat inkerssting, perhaps, la the
tandency of & far less exclusiviat spproach
forthcoming recently from black writers, added
to the adoption of slightly altered distribution
and disseminatien technigues. R general
conseneus of opinlon has come Inta belng
that publishing is again an acceptable way
of spreading literary output, B Ffar gramtsr
and growing amphaals on prose wrlting L=
alao discernible, most striking in Ehe
ctmcently publlahed short atories of Ahmad
Easop and the influsntisl Mtutuzell Matshobas
It must be polnted oput that prose in Lltm
production is a far more individualised
Foarm than aithar theatre or participatory
poetry, Howevar, thars are growing aigns
that the lessons learnt about technigus
during the past decade have not bean totally
lost:; Small literacy groups are agein balng
formed (CYA, Madi, Gaysjula to mention but a
few) and multimedia parformances are taking
place. Oramatic performances of Fatahoba's
stories are slso apparantly bsing planned (15).

interestingly, some of these groupa can
ba found in the heavily populated rural slums
af the Bantustans (suech as Guyo Book Club In
Sibasa) or are beginning to use a vearnacular
postry Far cemoved from the dictates of tribal

ceulture or the segregated universitles

(Mpumslanga Arts in Hammanskraal)l. One can
say that, although a "comsunity® cannot be

brought inte belng by & llterary organisaticn

of magazine, the linking of actistlie groups
imnte these Torma af publishing and forma of
disgussion has Lts engouraging side [16).
Sueh literary developsmant has bien
paralleled by the lncreasing rationa.ization
and sxtention of cansorahip control to covaer
wider areas of concerr = and the urban oral
postcy has suffered From B8 growling awatreness
on the part of the authoritles after 1976 of
ita affgctiveanesa as # ®edium = in sone
cases pogkts have been banned when their
poems are not sccesalivle Eo contrels In
addition, several issves of Staffrider
have slready been bannfed, while Ehe multi=
lingual Donga was declared & prohiblted
publication in 1978, Deapite the Fact that
black writars are accortding to Ehe censors
allowsd a greater "pain threshold' than
thalr white counterparts, &nd the grudging
concesalons made about "protast literaturae'
and "literary merit?, Lt is difflicult to
sge what eriteria of Judgament arte actually
being used (17)s

I1s

One of the effects of the sxpansion of
gcapltalist production In South Africa, and tha
related massive urbanisation of blacks since
tha 1930"s and 1540"a has been a8 growth im tha
nusbers of the black petty boupgecisiv, [(This
clasn is neithar directly af tha capitalist
class; or bourgeoisis,; nor Is it part of
the working clease. Becavss of lts intermediate
posiktion betwemsn the teo great clasaes al
capitaliam, It often displays unatabls
Ipterests and posltipns over crucial politieaml,

ideslogical and sconomic conflicte.he is
gxplalined beleow, certaln groups In Ehe petty
bourgesisles are defined malnly by their
telationahip to political or ideclogical
aspects of soclety. Thim differs from the
classps of capitalists and workers; who ars
dafined maimly, but not only, by thelg
position im the sconomic structurs of
society = adltor).

The petty bourgeolsis in South Africe
now includes wags sarners in civi]l, commarclal,
educatlonal, health and medis work =s wel]l as
professlonal people and small-scals traders in
both Bantustans and urban areas (18). Tha
Africam petty=bourgecisie in this country is
extremely diverss and heterogeneous, and
Frageents of LIt exhiblt a range of Fluctuating
positions and attitudes under different
conditions, although thea racism of the whits
powsr Bbloc often secves to negabtively unify
this clasa. The individuslas placed within
the petty-bourgeols class are in & relatively
inssgute position sconomically compared to
thelr white counterparts. The sames Insscurity
holds trus politicelly and {(until recently)
ideologlcally as well. In the Face of
ceontlinual harassmant of thelir attempts at
organisation, they present ma unifiesd
palitical pomitionj indesd, thas nacrow
stance adopted by msoms segments af this
class in the Bantustans shows their depsndence
on and ultimately vested Llntecrest inm the
Functioning of the state which created their
position. In urban arsss thalr grlevances ate
expresasd in a number of weys, From Ethe desicas
for tha removal of specific blocks te their
bettermant; to more radical demands.

s the apartheid system has proved by
and large unable to accommsodats thelir Interssts,
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the black petty bourgeafisie has in various
forms attempted ideologlical and political
alliances with both wrban and rural lower
classes ovar the yearss Mowever, the
insecurity of thelr positlion and the often
short=sighted nature of their demands have,
when met by coercion and refusal by Ethi South
African stats, resultsd In ths Freguent
daestruction af their attempts to organise &
mass baose for themsslves during the last
Ehirty vears.

It has been pointed out that the petty
bourgeois Individual posaes his or har conflict
or contradiction with the state power bloc
more sesily In terms of ldeology and politics,
rather than in terms of the nature of ths
sconomic system of the soclety, and especlally
Ehe natura aof ownarship and control of tha
materiasl means of production (19), Morsowver,

a powsrful stratum of this class - lntellectuals
teachers, Journalists and artists = have &
mainly ildeoleoglcal rol® In society. This group
tands to have & common unlity in its thought

and ldeology, mainly becauss of the

importance of educatign in the groups Fforsation
and gcontinued exlstence (reproduction).

The kay role of students and inkellectuals
in the riss of tha Blesck Consclousness
movemant and tha importance of black conscious=
nass as & reaction ageinskt ths denigration of
furopean cultural norms this decads [s obvious,
The end of the 196(0s =arks the snd af thas
coalition with whits liberals and the ! eglAning
of new Fures of arganisation emong blackas
given = cultural Focus but effecting all Flelds
af mctivitys In Ehe vacuum created by the
banning of the previcus ®=ajor political
organisations lmalde tha countey and Eihe

pxile and Iimprisonment of Lts leadership,
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the students of the urban slite on Ehe
segregated campuses and schools sers
jnetrumantal In setting up arganisations such
a8 SAS50 and SASM and later on thae BPC, thae BCP,
EPR and SSAC,

Linking significantly to the thought of
kthe Bleck Fower movement Ln Norkth Amerlca,
blagk conselouanass ideology based Lltselfl on
an smobtienel rathar than a theoretical appeasl
for tackling such Llesuss at hand as tha white
man's stereotype of "blacknesa'; a rejection
of essimllation, a retrospecitive pride inm
Africen cultural heritage and & peaychological
emancipation ang affirmation af eslour (20).
Uue to the parameters and Ehe forme of control
employed by the Sauth AFrican state,; such as
the artificial maintenance of the Bantustans
ahd raclal barriers agalnst sconomic parlity,
tha atruggle For Fresdom by the dpptessed la
often expressed Iin reclal, ethnie or national
terms, The idea of racial or national
difference In South Africe Is Fostered by
the state; and various sections of the bleck
petty-bourgesisie have sought ta ublliss
this as a populiset element im their politicel
and ldeologlical Fforms of actlon, as well as in
thelr manner of Interpreting and expleining
truality. Tha causs of oppresslan ls thus not
parcelved to lie In the politicel, sconomle
and ldsologleal structures of eontrol within
the country, but to be & factor of "white’
against "black® (271):The black conscicusness
initiative in South Africa, although [te
lsadership was undoubtedly petty bourgeols and
most of Ltes initia]l demands reformist and
alite orlented; N80 relative success becausms
in the absence of treditlonsl popular
agvements of & continuity af effective

politieal organisation, it took up soms




demands whigh affected the great me jority of
black people, such as the calour bar. Furthee-
more, because of & lask of theory or clear
b jectives it appeared at Flrat manipulables in
its ethnic/racial aspect to both white liberal
and Afrikaner natlonalist elements (22),

bhile Eo some extent oppression and
explaltation are the comman lot of sll thosa
with & black skin Lln South Africa, it cannot
be asaumad that akt any one tims the coposltion
to this oppression will be unifors (23). IL
miugt be stressed that black consciousness
began malnly as & cultursel and ideclogical
gxpression and ham Lin tha Final analysis bBewen
mocepted as & mantle of lagltlmatlion by
individuals and orgenlsations with widely
diffaring goals and stances EI#}.Hn clanar
afnsguer hada yat amorged &s to how to sustaln
an meanamle and political struggle weing thia
meens of cultural eobilisation in the absence
of workars® orpanisations and in tha face of
ingrgasingly severe atats suppressien,
especially recently (25), In adaltion, the
ntimel=al fallyre of the blsck conscioueness
impetus as it stands today seems to be that;
now that its organisatione have heen barned,
its orisntation For # purely Jdeplegices)] and
cultutal core have been strangthengd ln sose
guarters, It has become a rallying ery for
both radleal ano conservative alements In
the black community and has, in cectaln
inatances, bacome simply & mirror image of
tha fdeas it is opposing (26).Cultural
movamgnikts acre important slemanta af the
struggle of any people For advantage but
cannot, stricktly through their own impact on
the ideclogical level; create any permanant
changs in Ehe goclety st large (27)) and there

has bHeen a Eendency among some writers attracted

to the doctrines of black consciousness to avoid
material reality and get up abeurd connectiona

based on supposedly paychic or other racial
characteristics (78).

111.

Althoaugh all literature need not he
ovartly polltical, it cannot be Frag f
ldeological and sometimss political
ispligations and will, becauss literature la
usually an individual or group sctiwity, not
only express those implications but also form
and raform tham anew, What subsedquently amerges
im net so such an exprasslon of icdeclogy ms a
production of ideology, often Full af

eognflicting and contredictary maaninge, gaps
and sllences (2¥]).

The relative isportance of slnor Forss
of ideclogical mobillpation such am art;
literature, journalism etc, can Fluctuate
sccarding to gircumsteances: as tha idesloglesl
struggle becomes =orE geutes In Sowkth Africa,
for instance,; the abeence af direct political

prganisation msana that ideologicel =ffacts

can become *free-flosting', and "activist' or

committod" stances Iin art nesd Lo be subjeck
to & closer analysls pefoare thelr potentlal
can be measured. In this country, the continual
amashing of crganised gpposition to the
governmant has led both to writsrs not
cafarring to a sustaingd agtive base, and Eo
them being regacded as a slgnificant scwcce

of anti=government attitudes by the =i .tes
Situated in a sociely whers popular diicontant
ggalinskt khe ruling regimg is rife, disaFFected
intellestuals and artista, sven whah possesssd
gf highly personal matives, may ses &
mobilizing role For thamesmlves in thelr arct,
swhere overt political sxpression is supprossed,

thelr utterances can Lake on added relevancse
to thoss oppresssd by thes system. In many
countries of AFrica artists and writers arce
more connected, willy=nilly, to the politlical
svants of the day (even if thay chooss to Ery
withdrawing), The relative shakiness of tha
atate apparstusas snd tha disecontent af large
numbars of people make thelr work more petent
than in Europe, where It ils contained morce
easily by the "tolerance’ of the society

for individual artiste (30),

It is newar ecceptabls for the critic to
scospt lltermtures on the levol at which Lt
iteelf operates (31): 'committment' and
'relevanca’ have indeed becomse slmoat
pbligatory and unuisldy terms Iin South Afclecs
today. To ses any literary sctiviem (or
'ralevance’ = 8d) in the context of moral ar
reflective lmparatives, whete LIt ls bellasved
literature should project/construct an iceal
wvorld and agitate men on to fresh valueo; ls
to miss ar ignore almoak all af the mlpasnts
that go up to make & directed sctiviat
literature.

ALl top often wvalum Is awarded Lo workas
whileh FL11l certain categories selected and
presantpd beforshand in ths social and artlstic
milisuj Cwala, Tor one, haw polnted to the way
Doris Loasing wos ignormo by libaral South
African purveyors of literature for many yesacas
(32)s The ideslogieal presuppositicns and
concerna of publishers and critics, despendesnt
on the dominant assthetic (and indeed politlcal)
ideclogies active at their time,; tend to
inflate and disparage the works Ethey come
sccrosa Iln a haphazard way. (he mannar in
which an eminent white doyen of litarature
in this decade rejected the esrly stoaries of
Mango Tehabangu Tor supposedly (nferiler




guality im indicative and 1lluminating, am
is tha mesrding of prizes overseas to the
strident yat unconvincing Andre Brink.

Objections made by African writers about
the culture-bound judgemants of destern
gritice of African literature are fTully
justifiod (33). However; all teo often
griticiam from African critics hes aopeated
to follow the Fformal omd oub jective technlgues
of Ehe wvery samns kWestern crltics who are
dismissed [(34),; The type of comment which
poss not realise thal the "committed' stanzce
put forward In & work of llterature cannot
maraly b accepted in 3 suparflelal mamner but
aust be ous jactiod to other conaldaretions of
an historicel, social, ideclogical and
technological natute, can assulba ho gxact
placament of tho wark In tho complex abbs and
flows of thought snd action of ita timas.

The devotess of Seuth African literatura
must therefore recken with ths tschnigues and
forms speeifiec ta the litorary actumlization
wnder study am well as the historical and
mociel paremeters of theé werk., Ue aro
surrownded today with Favourable pre judices
towstds dominant litarary modes and taates
inherited im this country From Curops and
disseminated by the Ideclogically controlled
places off leacning. It cannot be sccepted
that literary Formulationa ana theilr
replaticnship to society are Identical the
world over, even when individuslispd and
imparted Forms likes the novel and published
postry arm used (35). Moreover, in such &
situstion kthe relektive separatlon of wrltercs
from & public wused to other Forms of cultural
sxprassion, difficulties of educatieon and
languags and ths Influsnce of traditional and
oral forms all beer consideration (36).

ldeas change maaning as the historiegal
context changes meaning: In fact, the "angrey’?
postty now emerging in South Africa seams to
bear little relstlon te tha vitality of hlack
thaaice and postry of the peclod uvo ta
lectobor 1577: and & gertain amount of
posturing ls now evident. Litereture 1r &t
all Lisaes an activity, and the wilter o
packt of & Liwing social context, and the
bearar of the woight of Lts beliefs,
conformities end febellions (37).

The ztance cf the llteracy estgblishment
ana Lte eriticism when faced with these types
of problems is indicative of its shortcosings
{38). Une finds A predominantly taxtual
criticiam which can neither explaln change nor
ge® beyond lts ocbseasion wlkh individual
litgfaky objects 1la the Fleld of numssrous
cultural asctivities Trom which art ar
literature emerga. Thus, Cyprclan Eewuenal is
to them a worthy shjeet of stedy out Oniteha

Market literature ls notj King Kong rates

cfitical revisws while =baganga does not,
Nelther s it sasy ta Find sueh svidencs
of more complex (1f 8lso Eext=bound)
projectiona such as linguistle or structuralist
mgthods of criticiems Elize EBokha has asgmitted
that "die groter teksgerigtheid wat oie
Afrikaanse letterkundlige kritlak van dims
wyFtiger jare nagestreel het, Ls nis deur
enige "nuwe rigting' af 'fuwe metodne’
porstes nie" (39}, When litersry critic’sm
is seen in sush & light, as a mirror ex lting
literature and reflecting Llts moods, onulysic
af any bLut the most culturally sceeptables af
the dominant class' litersry productions

becomas diffleult, Couwzens' view ls hersh but
Exack:
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sueths average South African literary
critic le white, is middle-cleass. Unaware
af its own parochisllsm, it must create
South African litersture im lts own

images Jouth African literacy criticiasm
is in & state of original ignoranca,
Thim manifests Llkaelf in at lesst thras
ways: the ighoring of the fleld, tha
paucity of In-depth ressareh, tha
narrowngcs of vislon (40),

Tne rhetoric of thias typs of eriticlam
is remarkably unlform. The nelve sensuous
smpiriclem of lts practice protects itself by
legerdamaln | the relfarwnces to "univermalley')
feom any critical discourse at the same tLime
as the split betwren high and low culbufe is
nurtured and pronouncoed. dork based ch
gifferent prenises is not analysed Lln concrate
tgrmg Buet Ls dismisaned with reference Lo
Tpulte=1lterfire oorwagings' (41).

wWnat has eventually omecgod Trom Ehis
gstablishod criticiam Ls a passive stance to
2 Spwildering and allenated century. In South
Afelea, this way of avolding socisl cancarna
nas usually resulted in an implicit officmation
af the status quo (42).Politically it nas
kapt Faith with unlversalicty only by strainlng
to remain uncontaminated by any sart of
idwealogy, despite the Fact that all litararcy
theory isswues Tofth Fron the dyhnamic Ceiation=
ships and interactions which congskliutm the
ideological. Instesn, & sterilized criliciam
iz put Forwarsd wherein the crlile Ls net
awalfs of tho bouwndaries and limitationas of
his or har own point of wiew; and the concern
with & present meaning empty of nistorical
and spcial perspective blurs Ene very fact of
the subjectivity of the critic's responoe (£7],

Without a dynasic eritical mnd cultural
basis all reflectlons about literature are
doomad to sterlile debates and clEss=Bound




atamis {lack of movemant and development).
Ideological censorship through patronage

and eslectlion and suppreesion of Lliteraturas
not part of the standatds of dominant eulture
has historically often been tha case in South
Africa, resulting in Eha destruction of much
that was valusble, particularly In Ehe cultural
crucible of the townships (44), Furthermorae,
the transposition of European crliticasl
standarde withowt thowght onte a country where
giffering cultural experiences and literary
traditions have always Influsnced sach other,
has been papeclally retroactlue te Finding
methods of approach sultable to sulkural and
literary study, Even 1f Eurspean formats aras
used by the writecrs themeelves, these will be
altwred In chamnged clrcusstances (45). Tha
sdaptation of Eurcpeman langauges by bBlack
writers to express fresh concerne poses a
probles for the Western—-trained critic, as
doss the expectations and pesitianm af South
African wrlters wis-a-wis thelir secfiety and
the overtly politicel role accepted by many.,
The different divislons wlithin South African
literature have always emerged from a comman
acanoamy and body politic, and the complax
influgnces Bebtwesn diffarent "streame"' of
this lltersture are only now starting to be
appreciated, For LInstance, the Soweto revolt
had a8 powerful affect on the wnite literature
of the time, and the literary standards and
valuss of the establiahed crities only tham
pagan ta look tatterced around the edgeas.

The rise of the 'bektrokke" Jswentiners as
wall as English writars sueh as J.M, Coetzes,
who sowk to sxplore few modes of prose
expression, ls Implicitly underplnned by amn
awarsness of the nocessary politicalneas

of individual experlience Lln South Africa

today, even when writers are (&s Coetzes)
explocing psychological and mythical focli,.

It £s necessary for artists From the
domifnated culture Ln Sowbth Africe to take
thae naxt step bayond this aborkion of kha
Iptellect, this emoktional self=involvemant
in the literary work Ltself and & "ri levance!
connecbted to moral lmperatives ratha: than
analysls: in this connaction the recent
intectest shown by some black writers towards
literary conceptions and historicel perspective
gcan anly be helpful in relesssing them From
tha negating, back=slapping approwval of tha
South African litescary establishment (ag),
An awarmness aof the acktual posalbilities
of cultural oppositien to the dehumanising
effects of the existing system is now
clearly sssenktlal; as I8 & calculatling af
the paranetecs of the sbtruggle of the
cultures involved,

The word "culture® has, in tne African
context, sluays been used as & WEAPDN
orlginally as a means For the European powers
angaged in the scramble For Ehe continent's
wealth of justifying this viclence by
pretending a clvilizing and philanthropic
misslon, In order bo fapilitate the flow of
raw materlials out of the continenkt with as
1ittle expense as possible, idsological as
well as polltical and economic meane of
control were wsed = the denlgration o
traditional oral literature and arkt, .he uas
mades of newspapers, an educatian syatam
geared ta fostering the velusa of the colonisl
power and to train individuals For ssrvice,

8 powerful new religlan, and so on.Colonial

ideclogy informed the structures of colonialiam
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as made manifest in the trader, Ethe soldier,
the administrator and the missionary: those
beatars of '"light' to "darkest" Afrlesm.
Because of the use made of [t by conflict-
ing groups, 1t is more easlly sppatent in
Africa that "culture" s beskt situsated as a
strategical term, weed as a meana of
mobiliration and placement of the individual
intp & widar mocial group in tarms af
identiflcation (47). Culture has no meaning
apart from the soclal organisation of life
into which Lt is buflt (48). That is not te
say that general references te culture are
ampty: as an sxpression aof spcial order and
gifference LIt §s experlenced by individuals
and groups a8 8 whole way of life, and both
unites and divides people in thelr beliefs,
sctlone and values, There is a8 strang
reciprocel and dependent relationsnip
between thia vigareuvs manifastation on the
ideglogical level and tha economie and
social reality involwvedj the histocy of
cultural formation exhibits plainly the
sttempts and {nitiatives undertaken by

" specific classes and gfoups to chamge, corraect

and project their ideslogical conceptions of
the world to inform thelr prectical activity
and material exlstence.

Historlical experience always plave a
large role in determining culture, which s
8 Formative and flexible process, "Culturse
im simultanecusly tha fruits of a pascple’s
hiatory and a deteminant of histocy™ (&47),
Any society will contain several diffarent,
conflicting points of cultural Focum; one
mafrix of which is usually dominpant through
its linkagoes to the dosinant power strustura
and the diffusion af lts Lnterests through
ldeological state apparatusss such as the




achool and media.

In erder For & fuling group to develop
idesloglcal control over & society as 8 whole,
[ingluding the sxtention of its ldeology to
the dominatedfoppressed classes), Lt nesds
to include ang incorporate various types of
differing conceptions and ideclogies into its
ganeral setivity, practlce and terminology.
ln South Africea the groat Flaw of aparctheld
ideologically is that it doss nobk hava in
its organisatioral manifestatlions this abilify
to incorporste ideologically Ehose af the
opptossed/dominated classesy a great majorlty
of peopls are excluded Froe the f{declogical
structures which attempt to legitimabts the
nature of society, and thes result has been
a2 concomitant Inéreamm Llm the role of directly
repressive and cosrclive mechanisms of control
of tha dominated classss (S0).

in & period of generalized soclal crisis
such as the country is now undecgolng,
ideological cantradletions have been made
greatar at the sams time as & retreat of
certain slenents of the dominant culture has
been noticeable. | would suggest that =many
urban proups expacienced & Eype of Yidentity
grisia" during the 1976 riots: and auch
ideplogleal Flux assumes great Importanca
for both black and white petiy=bourcgeois
strata: Until well into the seventies the
iilberal establishespnt active on the literary
scens defendad Ltself against black cultural
activities by raferance Lo [deals which
strassed the primacy of Curepean views and
modala af literakture; but In the last few
yaars a recognition has emarged, even LF
paasd on the same Faulty princlples, that
black art fg& = sub jest to be taken account
of. The stsges has been rasched when sgents

of the sstablishment are sesking to
agaimilate mambars of townahlp cultursl
movenents intoe the sphere of "act'

acceptable te the cultfivated = wiiness

the commercial success of Oswald Mtehali'a
Firset book of postry a8 Few years mge, and Lthe

rave reviews of showe like loi Tombol &id

Umabathas Thers lurks the ever=presant

dange? howsver thal such cultural producta

will be sssimilated in the dominank culture's
own terms (protestations of 'sthnic Inngoence')
or distorted ta Fit ikts digestion [Ehe
reduwction af the nuance and skill af dencing
in many commercially successful shous to

that which ls mpat provocative and spectecular,
ruch a8 ukufsnds movements).

Thate Ia, Lm ay opinian, & damger in
cegarding with Leo much pomplaisance at this
stage thls partial retreat by the deminant
cultures [t has so Far tended Lo be resktrleted
to that portion of the dominant classes which
Ils artistically more Wfowledgeable. 5o, while
such retreat and assimilatlon might be thae
ease In verligte or liberal literary and
artistic clrcles, Lt cannct be claimed for
most of those under the sway of the ideology
emanating from the power bBloc. Along with
the proliferation of state apparatuaes
and latge sonopoly conglomerates owver the
lant decades, an attempt has besn made to
harness all spheres of social and culbtursl
lifa to sphares of domination, The iderlogical
structurags of the state and the privat: smcter
conklnue te gensrate s widening variesty of
artificially crested needs Trom Lux Socap to
Kung Fu Filma. The atete control of the press
and othetr media In this pountery ls awmsome:

sducational books, the mass media, and products

of mass culture (comic books, sdusrtising,
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records and magazines) are used For putposes
of directing and conteralling consclousneas,
evan when thelr aubject matter ls nek
ostensibly politics (31)s Indeed, tha namss
of newapapers and both black and white
sagaiinas have Fpatured in the Oppartmant

af inforzation exposfs (featuring also an
unsuccessful attempt to buy Dfus magazine).
EfFforts have been made ta control tha
burgeoning black Film industry (52). Thaae
pttempts at conkrol have besn matched by the
overkly polltical platitudes of ‘popular’
ideclogues of the rullng clases,; evident In
patrliotic songa, the "tecrorlat' stories of
Tippette, Carney, Early and SLiff and a
plethora of Filme From Captaln Caprivi ke
ransbesisa 131. Neither [s It temable to
aneer at the artistiec [neptitude af much of
thia propagandaj it la, For a certaim sectlon
af the South Afrigan publle at lemamt, effective
enough.

It must be noted that the petty-bpurgeois
grouvnlngs, while rejescting a political and
gducational system which denies echisvemant
of their loterests; are suscepiible ko
commerclal imperatives whnich are potantially
rewardingy while tha power of mass medis is
such Lhat both petty bourgeols and working
class slemonts have sccepted, pecrhaps,
attitudas theust upon them which ste not so
cbviously polltieal. In terma of art and
literature nevertheless, most afforts to
syatamatizie state control up witil now
have ralied on censorship and bannings rather
than subtler means of diffusing politically
dangerous utterances.

In swuch eireumstances of dependence snd
contral, the stance of the politically
committed artist and the way In whieh he or




she mobllizes the artistic medium aveilable
asnusgs great significance in any effects

such art might have. dhile sctivist &ft can
be used am & means of payeholeglesl support

for tﬁf::_dll:fflntnd and dominated, Lt also
impl{ies futuce concrete action = {F not on

the part of the artist, then on the part of
the recipient, It is not corcect bo Llmply
that the committed artist imn Africas or
anysehera mlss nesd make no declslions past the
acceptance of a Few alogane, and alwmply Ehrow
these around in the relative sanctity of
poesktry resdings or on the printed page.

Thare ia & danger that LF too much
ettention is pald to the crestion of an
isoleted and wlitist literature of opposition
in such a situation, the struggle for s viable
popular culturs to ungerplin and inform this
literature will be lost by default, Thus, &n
illuminating comparlisan can ba made sith the
cultural initistives accepted by Ehe dominated
in the Afrlecan Lusiphone countrieas | the ex
Fortuguess colonial territocies), and in
particular the use af culturs by the African
nationalist orgenisations. While the isportance
of culturs as a Factor of liberatien has bmeen
gmphasised Lln a simllar way to South Africa,
it has been stresasd as only ong ingfedient
in & totsl campalgn for libsratlion which
includes militery,; soclal, politicsl and
sconpmic initlatives as wall (53).

It has morsover been especially
informative that this emphasis on the
cultural sspecte of liberation has besn away
from the cultural renaisssnce and "rebirth' of
intellectuals, and onto the uves of thosa
aspects of culture least distorted by colonial
rule: the rural ano urban pessantry and
proleteriat which the colonizing pewsr had

least Interest in acculturatlng and
asnimilating.
essal distinetion must therafore bae
made, at lesst in &frics, betwsen Ltha
situation of Lthe sasses; who presscva
thair culture, and that of social sectors

which (arm) more or less assimilated,
Oprooted, and culbturally slienakid [54),

Altmough, inm distinctlom to the petty-
bourgeoisle, thass people heve no nasd Eo
reasasrt their ildentity to bBecoms awarm of ite
value (55); it ls inslsted that the divergent
popular and traditicnal cultures Found LA any
country ate necessarily altersd and Forged into
a8 "natlonal' ldentlty durlng the paried af
atruggle ltesslfs A highly regerded parct af
cultural life in these countries aftar
independence has beef Ethe use of lifnguistic
sgpression, music and dances as well as
pageants to bulld & cuwltwure tcanpcending both
colonial angd tribal Forms of ldentity [(56).
ihis process undartaken alms also at &
gestructlon of colonfial state structures and
tha reharnesslng of sducation to serve, not
Jjust an sllte, but the soclsty as a whole (57).
In Sauth Africa the extent af urbanisstion
and proletarianisation is so wlde and has
gons back so far in history that it 1s
impossible to talk of the mass of paocple am
having been uvnaffacted by the state structures.

Dwspite the cultural complexity Found,; Ethe
class character of culture ls extremaly

svident bath in urbam areas and in the
so=called "Homelanda® (56). In such a
gociel sicustion cultural assimiletlor s and
tranaformations have been the order of Ehe
day, despite the attempts of Ehs state Lo
reconstruct a synthetlc, artificiml
"traditionalism®, Furthermore; dus to thas
increasing control exerclised by the powar
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bloc over the techninues and technology
avallable to culbtural "industries® auch

as sdvertising and the medis, the dominant
groups have attempted both to use culture am
& profitable enterprise for themsslves and &
divieive avd controlling Factor:

Tha urban South Afrclean situstion,..s
illustrates what heppens when the wmsans
pof production and distributlon af
exprassive culture pass out of Ethe
community of ociginm and Into the hands

of interests anatgonistic to, or at

least seperata from, the soclal
development of that comsunity. Africans
im saTly Johanmnesburg han atoees to a
varisty of cultural rescurces; which
gcould be blended to express the dynamics
of cultural [dentity and socisl changes
affecting varlous groups, Gefors long, =
clags-oriented; self-conscious urban
Afcican community had developed,; in which
pacformance svents played an lsportant
organisstional, recreational and aymballc
rols (59).

Partly bacause of Llis sphemesrcal nature and
partly becEuse the dominant culture has
always represssd and ignored it, tha culturs
af the grest majority of pecple in bthis
country {8 a wirtually unknown ares. Much of
this working=class and peasant sotivity has
also pesn crushed when lts mesans of sclestence
wam destroyed = auch as the decline of the
matabi with the removals fros Marabsstsd,
Uoarnfontain and Prospect Towhnshilp In tha
19308 and the disintegration of tha doggerel
poatry and pamphleteering of the diamond= and
gold=diggers with thelr absorption and
dastruction as a stratum of soclety (60).

It is instructive to look at the forms
of these complex cultural sctivities. Writing
has not beef a ssane of esxpresslon much
favourad by the lower classss Ln South Africe
wp wnkil nowy during this century other Forss

such as music, broadshests, dences, speechas




and protest mongs have besn preferred (61).
Ingtead of & use of literaturs, the growth of
literscy Ln South Africa has resulted so Far
in the most popular writtem artifacts bmeing
Crum in the Ffiftiss and; aince lts transforma=
tion into a newspaper appealing to & mass
readership in 1960, World and later on Poat,
Thue jJjournalise has besn wntll recently a
more rewarding Form of dissemination than
telatively axpensive books,; and has beon used
by writers as such (62).

It is perhaps difficult In thess
glreumstances to talk of a "traditional!
culture et all., What traditional elemants
have raseined have tanded to have been
artificially presarved For the touriat Ltcade,
such as the Ndebele village®s near Pretorlia.
The stratification and clase-orlented social
natworks in existence in the townships have
cosulted Lln a numbher of diverse artistic
and cultursl tastes evolvingy Dound Iin a
meciated way to the sccial ldentity and
aspirations of their particlpants [(63). It
must be stresssd howaver that am Implicit or
expliclit eslement in many of thess diffecsnt
styles Im resistance to the status guos
Pusical and other performances, as wall as
the published work of the petty-bourgeoisis,
can be seef as a msans of grlentation and
feslatance im the urban snvironmant through a
stress on shared ifdentlty and valuas.

1t has always been the case thet cultural
and ldeological aspects have played an
inforeing role in the struggles for advantage
and control over the means OF productiom in

Southmrn Afcice: thae culturel organisetions
set up by Afrikaner nationellism Iin the 19308

and 1940s, the proteast song® of ATcican

nationalist movements, ths recent *terroriat’

war nouvels and Filma, and many af tha
pxpressionas of black consciouansss Lltaslf. IE
Is thus on the political and ideologlcel
lavels that the struggles between classes and
taceds are usually wmoat idetlflable, In thesas
struggles, the concept af "tha people',
though varying in subjest, has been usad

Lims and time agein as & principle of
identity through which differing groupd
attempt to rally support; using & wvariety of
values and symbels to gain relative advenktage
of 8 popular=demporatic kind, These popular=
democratic ideoclogical Inltistives ars;
howevar, always ertlculated with class
interests, sven if these latter acae
deliberately Slurred over.

Oue to iks lack of precise class contant,
the clales for popular legltimacy is Ehe domain
of ideological class struggle par excellence:
wach cl2id Lrias 2 riecert {tg ct Ymckivems ma
tha cofsumation of popular ob |ectives. Thus,
ideoclogies ars taken up and tranaformed by
varlous orgenisations and groups In participat=
ing in the conflicts of thair time, and It has
happened that political movements with
divergent aims have appwaled to esiasliar
ideological symbolas.

It therefore follows that the literary
critic must refer symbols back to thelr
concrete situatlion to recognizes the sctuality
of these divergent meanings,; as well ss how
they wlll fumctlan Ilm shafged contextm, Sueh
Ls the cese with the urban ‘oral" postry
popular In Sowebo among certein groups :his
decade: one finds an urban elite using
peasant and traditional symbols amd
technigues whieh @xprease, at this particulag
stagey; a confrontatlon with the poser Dloc.

In this urban setting, symbols will be
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tranaformed by losing reference to Eheir
concrete social base and transferred Into &
nes confrontation (64). Furthermore, this
typs of poetic dissemimablon has bean
relatively successful wlth other sections of
the population, but this success cannot be
attributed to the "Africanness' of Ehas
symbols themselvas.

Tha historical context and clams
nature of all Fores of artistic expressfon
and dissemination are Informative, What is
prasanted an the surface as radical and
popular literature can in actusl fact
presgnt tha wery antithesis af any
consclous placing of the work in the struggles

of the time: there have emerged a saries of
novels frome both Africe end Afro-Americs which
are opagum, past & few generalities, tao any
desper axploration of the structures of

opprassion and contrel which underlie so
muych of the reality of centemporacy 1life
in Africa [B5),

Intellectuals Iin South Africa In the
1970 have, 1n their attempts to Forge an
art and identity of *‘blackness’ or ‘comsmit-
ment', been unsympathetic to the overriding
commarcial osrlentatien, political lARocence
and vulgacity af truly pepular mAtectaliners
auch as Kente and Mhangwane (66}, 1 would
suggeat that this ls fot only a Falllng af
the content of such entertalnments, but alse
as partisl Fallure of the more fadical wrlters
amd Intellectusls themsslues. Thelr lack af
tecognition af thelr own class discouvese and
placement 1in spociety end acceptance of various
genecalizred and sentimental ideological
facats has lead to the very area which {& now
important For literary artists = an suaraness
of their own contradictions with the pecple




they clalm te speak For and the need for their
work to alm at pvercoming these contradictions
to forge a genuinely popular culture - belng

largely lignored (67).
fne use af publliahlng by wrikers oppoeed

to the state In South Africa today weouwld, in
the atsencs of othar Forme of litersary
trealisation at the seme timas, lgnore much of
tha valuvable advances Iin literary sfpresalan
made by the black posts and dramstista of
the seventies, Published literature is
perhaps the most class-divided of all art
Forme becauss of lts caclnatlion bn lahbuage,
Lts lghrecing of the predominantly seml-
litarates sectors of South African soclety
and i{ts methods of productlion (BH), =
tendency which the burgeoning price of

books can only complement, The commlitted
artist, then, sust of nececsity bDecOME SWETH
of the limitations and control imposed by
some literary Eechnigues &t the same time as
participating in the ideological and cultural
conflicts of Lthe tima.

A literature suoposedly dedicated to
political change can, without s ssnte of fts
own actualisation and audience, become
trapped in sentimentalizing populist myths (63).
To withatend the present onslaught against ik,
soukh African literature needs to dig its
roots In deeper than am gllte audlisnce &nd
sell=-propagating group of devotesa. It nosds
to experiment and Finds forme and technigues
which will make it & more potent wespon of
individusl and social resistance. And stress
must then bae placed on the Fact that "culbturse'
can never ba meaningfully transforesd intoc @
presceiptive and unchanglng, immutable goal.
There is a complex and shifting sat of
relatipnahips between the populsr and the

avant-narde, between "high' and "low’

culture (70). The process under discussion la
not so such pbaing populsr sas becoaming populer,
anzlogous Eo the way a writer does nok so
much desl with mesnings as alter them through
their activity (71),

Whethar the welters snd artists who
identify with the domimated classes :an
widan the scope of their work from fts pressnt
existentlalist and slitist preconcantiona and
tendencies iw & moot polnt at this tima, During
the early meventlea eapeclally, as has besn
showh, thare was a8 movement in this direction,
Y@t it can still be stated that Ehg cultural
exprussalons propagated bY our writears will
become progressively weaker critigues af the
status gua IFf the duality of "real oculturg’
and "popular culture' is not comprehensively
overcome [72),

There Ls mo Lnevitability Lo Bart and
culture, no matter how such they are Finally
determined by the social context and mtruggles
af thelr day. Nelther has culbture, despits

its mass aopect, doveloped evenly through all

ewctors of society. The attltudes and

behaviour af soelal groups, classas and
Individuals towards the present are clearly
medlated by culturel, polltical and icdeological
agpects which explaln differences among people
who are LA Ehe same social category Eowarda
ehange.

Art and litersture chenge in nature
conteaxt through practlice, and ace frc:en
immutable Forms only when their vitality
Formatlons is denled or wastes auway, How
litgrature Is Forged; how masnlngs are
reclaimed and alteced; and the manner in
which slemants of technious and ildeoclogy ece
interwoven in works of literaturs can naver

be Flxad peforshand. The problem of how
individugls and small groups of lliteracy
sctivists can link into and influence the
growkth of a popular and dynamic culture
sppealing to B8 many people as possible is
tharafore Now & cruclal one. The unanswared
gueations of & committed litersture liw In &
discovery of how best to use it inm the derk
times and gathering conflicts ahead.

4 Facets of this paper have slresdy been
discussgd at greater length Ln my "Problems
of creative writera in South AfTrics: A responag’

gork in Progress 1, 19773 'Class, continuity
and chang® in Black South African litsraturas

1948-80" in Bozzoll (ed) Labou Townahips
and Protgst {Jnhlnnuuhurq:-?gﬁéT?_:;E-_Jl-
"Cpiticin®, kctivism and Hhetorie (or:

Armoh and Ehe Yhita Pumpkin)' Inspan 1,1 1978,

1« PuGs Macd *Tdeclogy, Liberation mnd
Aevolution® Mimes n.d. p 1. For instanca,

in June 1976 what started out meinly am an
idenlogical protast - heavlily Influenced by
Ehe black conscieusness of tha previous
years = later acttempted to link inkto
economis LlEsues such s strike=s and eant
boyeotts, The response From the state shows
that theese orotests were seen as 8 politiesl
threat to tha atatus guo.

25 Jomp namgei Ereyien Breytanbachy; Mongane
jerote, Maflka Gwala, &'hel Fugard, Siphao
Sepamla, Anded Srink, dopko Jensma, Molefwm
Phetos, -Bmes Matihews, Welms Ddendssl,
Lafifri Tiadi, Mandlenkosi Langs, Khaya
Moaylsa, Gibson Kente, Johan van Wyk,
Dumakude ka hdlovu, Oon Fattera, Andries
uhiphankt, Mathese Liseko,; Vuyisile Fdleland,
Strini Moodley et al.

1. Despita Cope's uninformed and generalised
comments (Ese Ognga 6, 1977 p 1), realism im
sarely on® among many models for tha
representation of reality, and im not thae only
form In which "committed" literaturs can be
expreaseds

Adorno's criticlem of Brecht: "By thinking of
Fasclam a8 &n enterprise belonging to o band
af eriminals swho haus no feal place in the
soclal system....you strip it af lts horrar
and diminished its soclal significance™ appliass

hers. Assthetics end Politics (London, 1977}
p 157,




4, Ds Coplan "The AfFrican Performar and the
Johannssburg enterctainmant Industry: the
struggle for African Culture on the
Witwstersrand' in Bozzoll pp. cik, p 210,
Other radical groups active in the sarly
aovanties Iinclude Mdaell; Culcem and so on.

S5, See M,y Aramang "The 508 and HBeyondy An
Evaluation* hew Llasmic &, %977 pp J30-2, and
3.0 Mgoepe's "Extent of Forelign Acguisltions:
Nocthern Sotho and Iulu' gquoted in Clesa
Jdoubert's "Afrikaans bet bales tonga' E!IEEI£
17/9/78.

For those who are intsrested in thase poems,

I would fefer thes® to Sepamla's "Statemanta:
the dodger' and "Mnita kazibani-bani'j
Futlostse's "Oon"t lock up our Sweetheacts®j
Hlapolosa's "Platform High=-Heeled Walker' and
some of the work of Chrlstopher vam Wyk, Cwala,
Fatal and Johennagd@.

B, It ia informative Lo note that both are
jazz mupiclana, and knaw very well bthe
creatlive strangth of both rehearsed snd
improsptu pacforsance.

7. Thare la no doubt that Ehls was

consciously done bBY the posts and performers
ol the time: it wa® suggestied, Inkter alia,
that the microphons was & difflcult Instrument
Eo censor,

8§, M., Cuala "Towards the Practleal
Fanifestations of Elack Consciouanesm’ in
Thoahlane (ed) Blsck Asnalssance { Johannasburg,
1975) p 29, and the differentistion made
patuwesn 'black dra=a' and 'drama produced

by blacka' in Guwals (ed) Bleck Heview 1573
{Johannesburg 1974) pp 105-6, 111-2,

g, Critielsm af entertalnecs such am Ken.e

and Crado Putws ard Tl=ys such as Ilpi Tombi

for their spoliticelity and pandering to

and control by whiteas of the commecrciel
instinck by the more radical bleck
intelligentsia is commonplace in the seventles,
Howsver, entertalners were not necessarily more
malleable te control - not only did Dashiki
toject commercisl attemptis to record thelr
musie, But Ln 1971 about 50 mbagangs artists
staged a protest agalnst white interfersnce

in their recordings. See Coplan op, git.

p 211, 5'kstsh" Svmasr 1973 pp B-10, Summer
1974/75 p 9, Black Revise 1573 pp 206-8, 212,

10, BLAC publishing housa in Cape Town is a
caam to polnkt,

11 For a discussion of ellitlam in previous
bleck litersture see my 'Cless, Continulby.,,'

28, cit.

12« One kthinks of Cashiki angd Jabula, theatre
such as Molefe Phetos's Azanian Singers and
cancers, the literary srgenisstion Pelculef
started by Serote and Langs [n Gaborone,; and
tne show petforsed by ipi Tombi members who
reafused o ceturn to South Africe afkrc Ethalr

overseas tour, Sounds aof 55!! 19

13 Deapite a certaln aspunt of political
naivety st its inaugral mesting in August
1978, when the various merits and demerits
of several large business concerns and
Ffoundatipnd wite sarnestly discussed as a
spurce af sponsorehip: nalve In that 1t
segaks to define in & slmpllstie moral mannar
tha position of the writer In society.

14, | am thinking of New Classic, Staffrider,
Inspan and the now banned Donga.

15. Tha Creetive Youth Hgsociatlom [CYA) in
Cimpkloof, for example, staged & Free Art
Festival late in 1976, and has alcsady
given riss to an sezompanying muasle group
(Bapupi) and & play Egoli.

16. The effective non-editing poelliey of
Sgaffrider has at the same Lime meant that
much unaven wofk s printed while = Fairly
comprtabtangive ploture of general literacy
mctivity is brought Eo lighk. It La
intaresting to nots that the Burgeoning
numbar of groups affiliated to P.E.N.
gannot afrfiliate as a group = as Mike
Eirkwood ha® observed "en intersating casas
of an "atomized indivicdual" typm of membecship
structure conflicting with & practice besasd
gn gopcretely organleed groups". {personal
lutter to the authar),

17. Ses Pyublications Directocate letter
Staffrider 232y 1973 p 25 A mignificant
secilon of thism lestiter cleima that "the
probable resder would malnly include p. racna
interssted LIn the development of Black
litoratura” In tones which would sesm o

say that tnls is regarded as & Fairly small
and inaffectusl cligue (?77). I mlso have a
notlon (whiech [ cannot substantiats) that
the more stringent stepa taken against Donga
wan a result of tha Fack that ite multi=
racial polley involved Tar more Afcikasna
weiters, Un the subject of small sagazines
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gengrally; a8 "ls It Mow Popinkless ta
Carry On? Star 2/5/78,

18, Ha Wolpw "The Changlng Class Structure aof
South Africa: The African Petit-Bourgeoisis’
Mimgo, 1976 p 18.

19, E« Laclau Politice and ldgology in Marxist
"I‘-I‘tlg'li:t

{iondon, 4917, p 994 and L.D,. ¥right
Clags, Crisis and shae Stat [Lendan, 1978)
pp BT = 102).

20, Ps Horn Y "whan It Asins, It Haine™: 0.5,
Bla¢ck Consciousness and Lyric Postry in®
Soukh Africa" Speak 1,5 1978 pp 7=8, Othar
factors, of courss, influsnced the develop-
mant of Black Consciousness: the image
ereated of further amploysent sppottunities
For the educated and semiskilled cpecatives
in wtban and "homeland' areas had by the
sarly seventles victuvally dimappeared, and
readlted In this group being more open to
tadical demandas. The defeat of the Portugueas
colonies and ths policy of detente, along
with an aconomie recesslon after Ehe boom of
the sixtlas, had Forced the South Afclcan stmktg
antg the defensive. Tha secly seventieos wera
marked by worker unrest (tne Lurban strikes,
atc,) and growing discontent (n places of
luarning,

21, Maré op, cit. p 11.

22, F. Horn 'Sowato 1976" Miesa, 1978
n.p EI—E &

23, uolpe op, cit. ppd-3

Zé4, In tecma of llterature; one can point to
the difference between Guals's powerful
materislly-based acguments and idealist ar
existential statements such as Moodley's

“And what is blackrness? It is not » matier of
the colour of the sking it ls & matter of

the projection of tha beingness™ (SASO

Newslattar May/Juns 1972 p 18) and the work
af N.C. Manganyl.

25, It is interesting to consider, am Horn
suggests, that the initlal causa af tha 1978
rigts was the lssum of Afrikaans, sn issuse
whieh could only be significant ko an
educated alite, It was two months befors Ehe
SSRE First called a threa day strike, Usapite
the Initial reaction of tha hostal-dusllers,
the strikes In Auguat and September of that
yeaf wers very successful indesd, with
ghagntesinm as high as BO=-90%, The lack of




penatratlion of thess demands inta the mines
and Netal show, howaver; that the gap betwesen
workers and students was not Fully bridged.

Horn, "Sgwstg' p 7.

Z6s A guote by Aegis Debray lw of lnterest
hacat "Ong nesd only consider the fate of
the Black Pankhare, The ayatem againat whigh
they were protesting contaminated thelr protest
by tranaforming it into a show; thus
reabsorbing (% and fFinally treating it as
entecrtalnment, & numbar af Black Panthars
ended up by showing the dominant whita

world & mirror Ilmage of Lltself, lts own
reacktlons, reversed but in substance the
samp: hance bogth the sase with which they
captured the world's sttemtion, and their
inevitable evgnescende, The woarld af tha
show s the world of the somenbt. Parmanencs
means boredom,™

27« sew L. Althusser "The *Plecols Teatro®:

Bertolazzi any Brgont' In For Marx (London,
19659) p 143,

ZB.: A Cabral "The fole of Culturs In the
Liberatlon Stprugple' Miseo n.d. p 24, AR
gxemnle of this: "South Africans who are in
Lthis category are actuelly peoples whom
Moella Sonng Dipoke, the post From Ehe
Camaroun, would gall "loat soula".... How
many of us hewye sver heard of All Mazuri

or John MBitl, whose writings reflect our
souls ag Afrigama?™" M. Mzeamane "The Study of
Literature in AfFpica” Donga &, 1977 p 1,

It im possiblg Eherefors Ffor the individuasl
to Justlfy a variety of actions as potent
politically. Witness Tsietsl Mashinini's
reported statemsant on his matclage to a
Liberian beauty guean: "This Is & bold pan=
Africanist act,™ The Uoicg 2, 20 1978

289, "ldeology im noty; prior to the wotk, like
s systesm which can be reproduced: it ls resumad,
alaborated by the work..." P. Macharey

A Theory of “iterary Production (London, 1978)
p 232 Althoygh fdeoclogy inm literatura is
always mediatied by the ideclogies articuleted
by various groups and classes and 1s, finally,
a minor tecraim of iosclogical classs sttuggle,
the unpven tglabtionanhip af art with the
gconomic infrastructure af spelety sssures
that aeathatic and blographical consideratlona
must play their part. The indiwvidual is tha
basrer of thy accumulation of ideological
consldetations, not all of which arm clasm
contradictiong, and it ls impossible for &
work to produce tha totality of an ldeology.

Laclau it. p 163,

ldeglegical considerations can femain, in a
dislocated state; once ths meterisl conditions
which Brought tham into beimng have sltered. &
pravalent sxample in South Africa today is

the unshakeable Talth in "Fres enterprise’

in soms guarters in thess days of monopoly:
For an amuging sxample of this sem "Do SATY
choices reflect & bias to the sconomic left?!

Sunday Times 27/5/79,

10, The developed world absorbs its fveological
crises through its complex mechanisma of
ideslogical and Eschnological comkrgl, but the
dependant 'Third Jdoerld" structuces are

brittle under popular manifestations and
prassures, One could point teo the pigidity

gf many atate structures inm Africa, the
freguency of coups, Btc.

31, T. Eagleton Magrxism and Literary Criticlam
{Londan, 1976) pp 48=54,

32, staffrider 2,2 1979 p 52.

33, Ak, Armah "Larcaony, ar Flctlon as
Criticism of Fiction' Mew Clsssie 4 1877,

%4, Such as Ablols lrele's statement that the
critic has the cholce between judging
lthe sesthetic value of the finished product?
or get involved in 'legislation for tha
writer about his raw materiala'. "Megritude =
Literature and Ildeology' in Middleton (ad)

Th

wﬂﬂlm—m—llm&m
Taronta, 1970) p 390. ¥
15, Dan Izevbaye Iin T. Vincent {(ed) The Novel

and Aeality in Africa sno Amecice {Lagos, 1973)
pp 17=30

36, Oral literaturss often uss rethgr Lhan

afe superseded by written Literaturs Lp

Africa. The developments of orel and written
literature in such a settlng are nat Lndependent
or parallel, but conetantly interactive

{ bheough radio, newspapers, etc). 5Ses

Re Finnegan *How Tral fs Oral Litweatu:a7’

Bullegtln SOAS 37, 1 1974,

i7. Ome notes that technical sdvencess im

art are in & senase necvtral, amd their

gffects depaend on how they aca wt and
raferred. 1t Is not possible to deduce
political positions From the Fformal ar
technical propertlies of & work of art,

Ben jamin nothelthstandings sueh téchnigal
progress can aloo mean increased speclallzation

pags 25

and lack of particlpation past 2 select few.

8. Isabel Hofmayer ghows that this criticiem
has actually not changed much In wniversities

Ffor sose 100 yearss ' "Probless of Creative
Writers™: A reply' Wlo 7. 18977 p 3B,

40s Te Cowzena "Sebokeng, Doorles and Bra
Jigge:s Heaearch In South African Litersturae’

in New South African uriting 1977 (Jonannesbucyg
1978) p 29.

41, The phrase is Malan's, Further propagands
of this position is pommon: work based on
different premises Lfsa digmissed as "indoctrif=
ation' (Ullyatt), or with refsrence to
"politiske oorwegings® (MDller) and 'the
simplicity of Ethe left and the right'
{ihrlhlll}- These ars weighed againat such
admirable self-sxplanatory concepts as "die
llterdre gehalte wvan 'n werk' (Smuta), "the
old concept of universality' (Riccl),
‘authenticity' and "intrinsic postic merita’
{Ullyatt), '"belesenheid en lesmsrvaring' and
'voortdursnde opskerplag ven macoe' {Botha)
eto. Criticlem is there 'om die literatuur
te dien' (Smuts). Uuotes from Standpunte

133, 1977 and Lontrast 44, 1977 amang athers,

422 Im an atmosphece of increased repression
and bennings, witness H.C.T. MOller's

deaire to keep litergturm "Fres’ From
pelitical prescription! Rapport &/8/78.

43, Thusa, a8 cogent sriciclsm of Jamescn's
about structurallst criticiem ("It cannot
pacform the most basic function of genuine
salf=-gonacliousness, which im to buwckle tha
bugkle; to reckon the place of the obsscver
into the axperiment") is spplicable. The

Prison-house of Langauge (Princeton, 1972} p
208,

44, See Couzens/Uiknbe "Nobody's Babys:
Modikwe Dikobe and Alegxandra 1947-8" In

Bozzoll pp, cikt. pp 95=K,

45, John Updikae has pointed out that aven
Amaricen nowsls cannpt be seen as having the
same "Fform' as their European eguivalents. This
is, of courss, much more the cass where the
Curopean Influsnce ls weaker - an {mmsediatms
gxample iz Amadi's The Great Pondg fraom
WNigeria, where no Individual protmgonist
appaarcs in the atory,
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46, Ses letter from Guyo Book Club, "Profile luister na dis maklike teal van dis rewolusion- the Mugsitorg and the Natlonal Dance Festival
of the Historian Walter Benson Hubusane' by Bressslio rowclusionir wil lews wan versndercing, hald in late 1978 wers exprassly almed at
Rlaimatli Jamathonei and Cesla's review of van varbreking wvan die verlede., Hy ken geen ovarcomsing triballism, Ona eritic has remarked
Honwana's We Killed Mangy-Upg, all in langtarmynbaplanning wat op progressiswe opbou on the striking mixture of borrowsd, tradition-
Staffrider, 2,2 1979 pp 21,31,52, gegrond is nie." Dis Republikein (Windhowek) al and impromptu styles in these performances.

6/9/ 78, See New African August 1978 pp T2=33 A. Salutin
47, "Culture" is generally used by the laymsan "Thae Cultura Vulture in Mocambigque' This

in South Africa today with two diatinct 514 It is generally conceded that SABC and Magazing 13,1 1979 and Developmant Dislogus
meaninges. Ons cefers to the 'cultivated' EATV are powerful monopollstic means of 2, 1978 p 38,

preatenaions af the middle clesses and makes cultural dissemlnation. One thinks of nagazinaa
the distinction betwsen the civilized law such as Bona and Pacs (it is interesting te 57, At the samg tise the ssparation of menktal
and tha lgnorant masses who are not tha nots that Pace's primary target is the literats, and physical labour = a powsrful Force in
recipients of Lts blessings: the second, as urban higher=Lncoms bracket of blacks in the the creation of professional intellectuals =
popularised by social anthropologlists, refaers 16=34 age group resident in the Sowsto/ is de-stressed, Carlos Dias: "it would bae

to tha totalised social effects of any pre= Johannesburg complex), the recordings of 41 impossible te concelive of work spart from
sslected and distinct socisty. Both uses have Batallion in Namibis, stc, For & look at sducation ms though it were something te
becoms the tool of the dominant ssctions of the uaw of comic books ssm A. Scholtz which we aspired or which we were preparing
society) what was, in the first coss, 'Mirror of Resal Life: Tha World of Photeod sursslves to do i{n the Futura instead of
originally concelved as & defensive assthestic- Comics' Speak 1,4 1978, understanding Lt to bes tha very cantrs of the
ism rescting mgeainat the subordination of formetive proceas,®

mankind to commodity production, has besn 52. Ses ﬂlﬂﬂ_%’i&’Fggll 13/12/78 and 26/12/78;

transmogrified by the cumulstive weight of Sunday Tim 1 and 12/11/783 Sunday 58, A. Mafeje 'The Aole of the Bard in
literary and cultursl theorists Into an Expreas 10/6/79, Contemporary African Community"® JEUII‘I’I E'F‘
s#lement of ldeological control and imsplicit African Languages 6,3 1967. Illustrated with
gelebration of the status gquo. Anthropological 53:; Cabral 1973 p 101, the sxample of the mbongl Melikhaya Mbutuma,
uses have ganerally besn unable to deal with in the struggle bDetwesn the chilefs Sabata
soclial contradictions (other than In tecms of 54, Cabral n.d. p 17. and Matanzims in the Transkel in the 1960,
"sublimation') and were often linked to Fafe)s shows that in such casea the bard can
colonlal and neo=colonism]l sndeavours. Sas 55, 0um to their better sducation and recurcting no longar play the traditional medistive rols

R, Willisms Cultur nd § TH a5 ideological lntersets, the radicalizestlion af and ia forced to take aldes.
(Harmonsworth, 1958)§ J. F:lihut!i-t' lm"H_E, Critigal many black petty=-bourgecis slemants in Africa

{London, 1978) pp 3=16; T. Lagleton hee historically besn marked by a reaction 59. Coplan op, git. p 208.
Ceiticiam mnd ldeology (London, 1976) pp 11=21j againat the inherited European cultural
Fe Jamason gp, clt. pp 161=2, 196-9, 209-11} imparatives and towards Lldentifying with E0. Sae T. Couzens "Sabokeng, Dnnrinl....';
P, Anderson "Componsnts of the Mational Culture’ their Africen heritege, A relstively alienstasd Criticism of South Africhn literature' WIP 2,
!ll-klli_ﬂltilf 50, 1966 pp49=56., It amerges stance thersfore precedss thils ssarch for 1977 and 1. Hofmayer "The Mad Fosts: An
clearly that all cultural debatss must be 'roota', It is not strange that movemeants Analysis of am Early Sub=Tradition aof
inserted in thair specific situstions. such as Negritude were often started by Johannesburg Literature and its Subsequent

African intellectusls overseas, nor that Developments' in Bozzoll pp, cit.

a8, I would suggest that the terms 'culture’ guch expressslons are based on the premiss
and "ideplogy' differ from sach other but are that all Africans ate culturally identieal and E1. Couzens/Dikobe gps cit. pp 97=8.
often wuesed to denote many of the sams Factors. littls amphasis placed oan the divislons which
Ideclogy has & mora specific definition and had smerged due to colniallem, Indeed, a 62, The continuity of swriters who are also
tends to be used where the functionality of noatalgic communalism and classlesaneas In Journaliste in South African history is
the social erganisation of bellefs and thought African history is insisted upon; aven remarkable] right back to the days of
is concerned. The term 'culturas' asems to though divisions existed before colonial ¥illiam Ggoba in the last century. One thinks
appear whare the focus 1s on the content of times (Soyinka and Armah have given voice to of Flasatje, the Dhlomo brothers, Ngubane,
suth beliefs and thought. this tendency). Themba, Matzhikize and Motsisi and recent
writers sueh as Mothobi Mutlostse.

49, R, Williams Marxism and “iteratuge (Oxford, S56s Ona thlinka af tha revival af tradi'lonal
1977) pp 128-9; A, Cabral Aetuzn to the Source: dances such as tha ;}Mﬁu in Mocamblque 63. Coplan p 188,

Sslectsd Spseches (New Tnfﬁ:_7§?ETEF_T?TEH___l (suppressed by the Portugusss), and the uss

of popular forms of dance, theatre and pomtecy B4; Leclau pp 104, 171=2, Among groups who
§0. The use of "culturse® by the ldeologuas in factoriss, schools and villages by cultural are separated from the dominant relations of
of tha powar bloe is inforsative both in groups 1ike Grufos Cultu Palivalantes and production (such as the petty bourgeoisie)

thek¥ spscific discourse of legitimation and the Grupo Scenicgo. Spectacles such as the the evalution and conflicts of the present

their manipulation of the term: ",...dis Musda pageant = commesorating the shooting crisis they experience will be most discernible
warklike kultuurmens aidder wennesr hy moet of 500 people in 1960 by tha Portugumss = on the ldeoclogical level,.




65:; I am thinking of Ayl Kwal Armeh and
Jecgueline Plerce. Compare thie pxistential
posturing to, say, the work of Ngugi, Ousmanas,
and Mwangl (or closer to homs comparm Brink's
putput ta Yvonne Burgess or the recent work of
Etienns Leroux).

6. Coplan p 271, He suggesta that ths mode of
their pacrformance assists thelir popularity =
satire, use of suslc; and a strongly wisuml

_ Llepromptu art,

67, And this is not only a problem in South
Africas ths two recurcrent poles of *popular’
ard "advanced"' srt bedevils many wrltare who
sre more politically inolined.

ol = '

E6. Agathatics snd Politics pp 108~9)
Esgleton Criticiem and ‘deglogy p 167. The

llterary btext is; moreover, slways selscted,
deemsd rsadable and deciphered by cartaln
conventionas desply asbedded in sducetlonal

and assthatic practice: and the act of resding
is similarly ideologically controlled.

£9, One thinks of the work of RAlrisms Tladi,
desplte its political and soclal pretenalons.
Hat work ahows classrly the dangesr of theas
mythe, Ssa "New Horizona' re 1,4 19783
"You can't Just sit back' Rand Dally ll!]
19/6/79 and har story 'The Polnt of No Retucn®
Staffridez 1,2 1978. {"He unclaspasd his

thusb slowly from the baby's Lnstinctive clutch,
stroked it tanderly Tor a soment, He walked
slowly towards the dim dusty window, He looked
through into the barely viaible yard, ovar thas
roofs of ths nearby bulldings, into the clear
blus sky mbove. He salid: "It L{s becauss I have
the balief that we shall mest agein, Bongily
that we shall meet agaln in a fres Africal’
Tha music rose in » slow crescendo, "That
song, it is so sad. It sounds llke & hymn'"™
ste etc,)

70. Thera is s nesd to lay to rest Forsver
tha fable that complex technlques arte
comprahenslible only toa the elite Few. On
diffarent levels, ona cam polnt to tha

Mueda pageant in Mocambique end the populerity
of Wole Soyinka's extremely difficulk play
"The Rosd' among lorry and taxi drivers in
Lagos and lhadan a Few years BQo.

71« The Lukfcsian sguation of "experiments in
damolition with a condition of decadenca' is
unacceptable = ona would have to dismlies; Tor
instance, the lesmature but brilliant young
Zimbabwean Dambudzo Marscheraj whose highly

ldipsyncratic and peresonalised storiea

project moat forcefully the fragmentalisation
and schizophranis of & soclety at war with
itself, In our sltustionm the opposite sffect
gan be dublous: witness Wstson's accurats
eriticiem of tha white Anglophons South African
posts of the ssvanmties; "[n gensral one would
think that the ssparation, division and
alienation would be themss literally haunting
the work of thesas poste,..The English, however,
have always svaded thlas fact through s wadding
of dinners and ldeasj anything but that

radical ultimates;, pain ftself*, 5. Watson
'"Palafaces - Some Commgnts on Whits English

South African Poestry of ths Sevantiss' Wip
43 1978 pp* 33, 36,

72. H.M. Enzansberger 'Constitusnts of =

Theory of the Medla® Haw Left Aeview 64,
1970 pp B=11,
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GOLY = An Adventure Story (published by
Perskor) Ls & compulsory Bantu Education
sektbook studied by Africen students in 1978,
It was wriktken by Leon Hugo (presently =
Professcr at UNISA). Anotha anket lg &
repork published by 41N (the &gency for
Industrisl Mission) of an Intensive investi=
getion into migrant labeour, cerried out by
theological students in Jurme 1976.

Gold begins in Melewl whers Bimbo (son
of Ssmbo?) Memswalli and m friend are discussing
their Fukure, Both have Tinlshed school; and
Bimbo Feels he wents to study Further tu‘.
help the people of Malewl Find the '"gold in
thelr hesds"'.

While rowing, & barge lnnocently neamed
Wenrela,; bore down on bthes cercrying workers
down south to the l'|'|i.nl-_l One af the workera
Fell into the water snd Bimbo heroieslly
ssved him. He diepgussed recrultment with the
barge captain and; wlthin a8 week; had joinad
anokher cheerful band of hopeful workecs,
whosa song went:

Travellars, travellers

Odn travelling,; on travelling
Colng ers the Relewl men
Golng are the Falawl men.

Good=bye, good=bys,

We are gone, wWe are gone

de ere gene In seatch of rlches
Cood=bye, wa shall meet zgaim...

AlMy 48 are going Eo bé rats Ehers
Wa are ne longsr going to be monkeys
decausze monkeys are always found here
Wp ere becoming little man thers
We are now becoming rats




The white =en are going to meke us rats
We are going to be =ede rets
Where wa sre golnp to be chaged

Uhereas hers we are monkeys golng by
the mountalna?

On the way dimbo snd the okthar CecSrults

stopped in Blentyre, whers they were met by e
seiling recrulting offlicer:

He led hls party to » lsrge dormitory

and inoicated the tuln rows of Deds.
"This is your dormitory For the night.
Leave your things end come with me, I
guess you are all hungry'... They went
intn snother room, at one slde werse hugs
shining pots presided over by » Fat cook.
B dalicious small of stew fose stseming-
ly From them., Bisbo%s mouth watered.

'Take & plate and line wp,' the officer

alg, @Eimbo did :s ao'red end in & Tew
minutes he recelved & Lig helpling of
stew end porridge. He Flniphed it
guiekly,

'yant som= more?' JE was the Fat cook

ssking hia,
'"Is thers moraT'
"Don'k ask pilly guestions. Come on.'

ses He plghed whan he hag Finished, 1t
had besn a good meal and he wes more than
sptiafied.

Thagt svening Jimbo znd another man; Meuse,
went ko Jlankyre. They becems fnvolued In a
snash snd grab robbecy. Simbe (naturally)
cheased the thief, wha got swey. Blmbe was
srrested but let out efkter prowving his
innopcence. He also received s RS0 rewsro Tor
saving a diamond necklace.

Un the Final Erain journey Bimbo notlced
the Foarce af Evil — & man wlikth dasd eyes End
a desdly knife. At Shebe mine, whers Bimbao,
Mausa, and the Yasty Une were recrulted to

work, Gimbe Ffound Athliri, the man he saved.

RIH: They ate given pose. polish,; tablets,
biscults anc & paas book cover. This
cover contains glowing mdvertissmmnts
(end the sddress where o get smesy terms )
for Supersonic Radios.

Induna andfor the mine security men show
the new recrults thalr roomg and bads.
"in pur cepe there was lack of space ond
my colleagues and myself h:d to shere

A bed For m Few deys'. At certeln mines
In the Tronavael the workerms sleap on
cemant beds.

ATM:

These men looking for work contact the

labour recruiting agencies in Lesotho.
The men sign & contract which varies
From & to 12 months, gensrally. The
recrulting offlces pay a lewy of R10,00
per migrant to the Lssoktho governmankt.

Theaw aof Ffices pay an sduance Eo kEhe
recrwlits, which will be deducted From
thelr wages..s THers are several such
ecenclies in Naseru. Unce & msn La
recruited these centres offer
accompnodetlian ond Food. The gtudenks
obesrvad thak st the Nekjve Recrulbing
Corraralion (MAC) office In Meaeru the
gepnditions ewere wnbesceble: bHeda
without matresases, rooms Full of Bugs
end lice; Ffood inedible; at tiees
overcrowding {The MRC rscrults on oDehalf
of the Chamber of Mines).

Ha flrst head te be medically sxeminad:

The doctor pushsd ond prodded him, made
him open his mouth and say ‘Ah,' told

him ta bresthe derply while he listensd
to his lungs, his heect, through a
steathoscoge, told him to Jump up mnd down
on one spot #nd then listened ko his
heart again. He scibbled notes on @
farmysssy handad Ehe Form Lo Simbo.

-

"Am 1 ell right?" S3imbo ssked.
‘Perfect.’
He Falt rathar plessed with himgelF,

Training began,

and the importance of sccldent preventlion.

Tha miners lesrnkt Fanakeola

"1t must be vecy dangersue down in tha
mine if we have to fesrn all thase
things,"' someons seld.

"No, its npt. 1t's less dangerous than
in & motor gcer onm & busy romd. But we
gn bhe mines are very consclous of
gafety #nd we Ery all the time to avold
|.|:|;.1.dﬂl"‘.l amig)

gngugh'

AIM: The mecical exemination is only
physical,; le atanding in & group, arms
snd/or legs raised to show the muscles.
"The whole show ran like tne exasination
of gleves - & londowner looking at Etha
muscles of slaves ta sam LF they -are bBig

RIM:

At home ] wids s@cula

But now that I am on thils sids

Il am Ln the places of denger

Jhare | may loae my 1liFfe et sny Lima
5o prepare s for desth

In saditlon to Fenakolo the men reacelve
an Induction ifnto thelir new life
situstion.

"Moat men were indifferent to the
imnductlian process which conalats mainly
agf the mnumerationg of the rules and
regulations dhich miners are expescted




to follow at the pscticuler mins. Some
rules end cegulations are not vary
popular smong the alners, sepeclelly
those governing the relations bDetween
tlack and white miners. The Lnsbtructor
pointed ocut that under no clircumstances
should ® bleck minar Fight a white minec.
If the white miner seens ready to flght
gne sfould Tun swdy.’

Finglly khey wer® reaady to go cown the mine.

They trocped to the sheft head,; the great
concrete 2ng stesl tover that donineted
t:g mine, standing sbove all the othar
buildinge and gesming bo kesp witeh ouer
them like a Biz nrothur.

fverything was going pescefully and sccording
ko plan whan Athicl begenm receiving

threatening letters, Zimbo end liguse kopk LE
on thgmgelves to guard him, They treced the

threats to Lonjwe Moyo, # cettle thief
gantanced by Abthiri's Tathar (s chief )., One
aftecnoon whils Jimbo wes huctling round en
sthletics track to presscve the glocy and
honour of hlis Fatherland, and Msusa was
Jusrding Athirl, who was Cecldedly Depressed,
dissater atruck. Athirl was stabbag
(Ffortunately not ko damth) and Meuas knocked
unconacious. AFter a thorough Inwvestlicoation
the mine detective arrested Msusa. Gimbo was
now alone sgelnet the snemy end he welted for
him to strike. Thias he did = he dynsmited
a digging 8imbo was working en, killing .
@ men, injuring 7, but lesaving Simbo
(miraculously) untouched. Bisbo, before the
rescus tesm arrivec, mansged to sxtrsct all
those injured froam the debris, break through
s wall of molid rock to rescue somecne snd,
Finally, chaaa Lnng-.fu||ﬁ Eyess througn tha
mina until he thigw himsslf intoc s shaft,
dimbo"s heraic Fest did not; naturally,
=o ynnoticed. AL hig Farewell carsmony the
AANEGET BpOkE

He seidg "fur wor¥ here in the smine

is to get gole from the rock. It s
impottant work - the whole world wants
our gold. I have often Ehought when
looking at the yellow bars that are tha
product of ell our work that this gold
is not the only kind there is.' Hers
tne mine menager turned to Bimbo. 'The
other kind of gold is found in people
like you, Bimbo Mazswali. In what

you Feecently did you showsd Ehe gold

I am gpeaking sbout = presence of mindg,
courege, loyslty. We at the mine, and
the world outside, think that this king
of gold is more important than all the

yelloyw bars in sll the mines of tha
world,* ‘

vas'Us ars proud of you,' he sald.

'"Your country is proud of you,' Finally
he asked Bimbo to step forwsrd and he
handed him & chegue...

It wis a cheque for HEDD and Blabo knew
thet his luck had held. This money, plus
ssvings from hies wages, plus ths rewvard
money weiting Ffor him in Blantyre, made
his future sescure.

He ¥ngw theat he could further his studies
to become a teacher.

pags 30

AIM; 'Ues only ask For thoss things (ie mors
money and justice) that labouring people
right for in every country of the world
= ag that we cen be like the whites iIn
bringing sur familles, as decenkt men
ahould'.

The Sepacteent af Kines annusl report tabled

in parlizment in April sald that accldent
fragantion measures had not coms up to

#xpectation., Thie ils an enccmous under—
statemmnk LFf ons looks at Ehe Tigursas
sugplied by Etha Jspartsants




Fineral procductlon wé&s & record
At 376=millian

377 desths cccurred on Ehe mines, 654
of these on gold #lnhas, during 1278

II# 712 dnjurles aftcufred on the minas,
20 TEY1 of thess on gold mines

Ron Miller, MOP APy industrisl psychologist
and Former miner ccmronted on these Figures:

"Annual totals af mineworkers killed
undarg round Nave LRcreased by nearly
205 over the lest Five years...

"To take sdventage of the preaveiling
record gold prices our mines ere golng
into unstable aress and deeper levels
= not wopth the Cilgk and Ehe axpenss at
the ald gold prices.

LI ]

"pining technology is reaching the point
whers 1t cannet cope with Ehe extrems
pressures snd Lnatabllities encountered
gt the desper lovels."

Tnis article {(Sundey Expresg, 79.05.06) endad
on the resssuring note thet while rockbursts
hed not bean slimineted for Cwo ressons,

wiz "Tachrolaogy was faht yeb suallable fox tha
inmtroguetion of moBeures discovered to-
caduce the hazacd"§ and "It was incremsingly
elaar tnet not all the ressons for rockburskts

were yet snown®, “IEsEArch was continuing".

The dimbos of ehe worlo rnuat be breathing
gigha of reliafl.

nsacders are olao teTecrred to twd mrticles
{5kap, 73.73.25 ano 77.10.18) on industrisl
apcidanks, snd the 3% Labour Jullebin, &,5510

an indusktriml uwemlth 1n Soukh sfrica.

DEFIMING THE ISSUES = TOWARDS A METHODOLOGY OF

women

THIS peper is 4 sketchy attempt Eo pose somE
of the problems faced by those seeking to
analyss the position of women in Soukth Afrlce
from = saterialisk rether than & redieal ot
even bourgeols problemstic. Mueh of the
concern in what Follows will be with working
class women and partliculerly with black women.
This Is not becausa it is deemmd ko be the
only relesvant srea of research, but because
(8) it Ls what 1 am mompt Ffomiliar with, snd
(b) becaus® of tha leck of any coherent
analyslis intn the posltion of white woman.
The atrength of the Ffeminlst movements
#nd of the struggles which they have waged
over the past decads or so, has as ona of its
integral elements research, both theoretical
and amplrical inmtoe the situation of women.
These women's movements have thelr genssis
in ths advénced cepitalist nationa = in
Weatern Curops, fAustralis and the USA. It Ls
hera that many of their major baktles have
been Fought:. [t Iis here too thet much of thae
likersture that is avallsbls has ite source.
Yet, notentirely go. 'Feminlsa®, 'the
wosan's guestlon' - whatover one may caell it,
hag not left Lhe peripheries untouched, end
while both ilts struggles snd its litersture
may be less obvioua Ethey do nevarthelesss
exist, More specilfically, ona can Find in
South Africa over Ehe past Few years the
cevelopusnt of a subsbtantial EBody aof liters-
ture on women [unfortunetely =ucr of it
academic and unpublished) - it is this, or
ctather ites premlsas, which ie the concern aof
tne rest of thilas article.
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Fuch of the resescch thest has been done
is historical in content. Foskt notable
gxamples are thoss of Chercyl Welker (1) on
tha Federaktliaon of Sauth Afrlcen Women, end on
the politicsl struggles ang antl-pass campaignas
of the 30s; that of Cynthia Kros (2) on wrban
womén's organisations, and my own (3) an purel
protest in the E50s. All of these shers ons
Fundasental Fault = that they do not; or do
nat ge Fer anough towards ssteblishing
cahareant reasons as to why Lt i= necesasary Lo
analyss women st all. For IF one rejects a
radical problematic then cherges of andro=
:lntfllg-lt. gimply not sufficlent justifice=
tiogn Ffor resssarch fnto the situstlion of woaman,

The major guestion that I am then posing
is Ehet of "why women' = why should women be
abstracted ss = significant socisl atrata/
fraction/category, and what velidity do the
consiquent analyses have, This articls
explicitly rejects & radical feminist problem=
atlc end denies that one can situstes a major
sociektel eontradiction as being one that
pxists beltuween men end women as two separate
gnd antegonistie groups., [t also denies any
nec=gengticlat claims For unlvecsal Female
goliderity. For while 1t may be an fmautable
fzct (or relatively so) that women haus babies,
this biological feature does not mean that
women have babies Iin similar conditions,; or
that theae bebies =nd thake mokthers will have
gimilar relationshipa to mach ather.

While this may sound Erlite, Lt im in fect
naot 880. For the fact that all women do or
aey have bables, but under significently
differant materisl conditions and socisl

+androcentriem: womsn-centred, or revolving
Bround woman.
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colations, Ls In realikcy the genesis of what
1 conplder to be 8 more coherent atarcing
poinmt for the enalysis of women, for it ias
loeated in the material conditiona of humen
life, .

At thia point some kind of definition of
moterialiam is weaeful. Wolpas and Kubm say:

The materialist problesatic is bBased

on & conceptuslization of human socleby
e defirmed speeifieslly by its producst=
ivity: orimarily of the means aof
eubsistence and of wvalus by Ehe Lrang-—
formation of neture by work. JUnited
with this ia o conceptuslizatian of
history aa the site of trensformeation of
the soclal relations of productiom and
reproductian. As Far as an anelyais of
tha poslition aof women L& conesrned,
matearislism would locate that position
in terms of the relations of production
at verious momente in history. (4)

In these terma then, women, before thay
can be analysed sa women, hawve to be placed

within a sopclal coptext end within history.

To do ec means Firstly end most crucially to
locete woman in terms of their relationship

to the means of production, ie to define Lo
what gsocial cleass they belong, Implicit in
this is & rajecticon of racical Feminism For it
heg ag its ssgumpticon that women, Cecausa

they belong to different clsgses have vostly
diffearing Interests, rendering cross=-cless
galiderity and mobilisstion ‘sxtramely diffic=
ult. It also mesns thst woman asan analy-
tical category have to be defined In Eerms of
cleps struggle; not only at the lavel of what
hag been stated sbove, but inm terss of inter=-
clsgs ernflicts end divisions. As kthe Labougp
dqulletin editors (3) make clear,

ssstpxism like racism, Ils @ divisive
force amongst workers. As long as
dlscrimination exists in the Factories,
grops, offices anc homes *nd as long as
we heve unegual pey or job vesecvction
alang tha lines of sex or rece,; Ehe

- a
— =

working closs remoinsg divided and meni=
oulabted.

ilgce they &re stating it at the most ochvlious
level., «h2t has bto be expleined iz hou thia
division #nd manipulation operates; what Lts
effects arej as well as what constitutes ita
mekerial basls. «i. of these are lsmsuss that
are not almply theoretical or academic but of
wital sktrategle significange. Far -8 coth
Innes and O'Feara and Yewliteh (7)) show, Ehe
capitaliet ogivision of labour which often
relegete women to privatised reproductive
lebour before a2llowing their participetion in
apclisel amd sollective leboup, when overlelid

by the sffects of migrant leabour (=s the
fiigtorical fForm of the exzplolibation af labour
powes In South Africa); hes crucisl impli=
catlons,

Women Ln the tésetves may perceive the
focus of their struggle as tiw chiefs and
‘homelend' functionaries who have power to
allocate land and other means of produckion,
while men and women engoged in caplbtaliast
produckion in the urban centres may regerd thae
geizure of mzens of producktlon here mas Etne
focus af theira. #qaln, s Yawikch shows (EB)
the sg=celled consarvatism pfblack women hes
its beais in their increasing merginzlisation
and exclusion from production in certain arceas,
while any mfalysls of male chauvvinism musk
Blen have its materisl basis.

Thue, on the level of ldeology, & cleas
analysla of women thet Lls grounded im
mpterialiss mekes nonzenae of many aof the
claims thutiﬂllﬂ*lnpprllliﬁﬂ is universasl,

For while the category wosen, Like that of
rece, does wundenlably hevs profound matecial
effect, this is not experienced Inm Ehe same

way by women of all cleasses. T2 expect
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working cless bleck women in South Africa,
gxploited on the basis of thalr claas,
gnpressed in terma of bokh rece end sex, to
share the experience of bourceEois woman is
ludicrous. Indeed; while many of the forms of
oporession may be similar, Lhelr content is
not. The chauvinism of bleck men needs to ba
explained here not as Llrretionsl ann excessive,
buk once mors materlelly ond hiskorieally,
What was the nature of pre-capitalist society
end ite sexusl division of labowr, what waa
its Ldeological expression, how did colonial=
ilem end imperialism distort this, e&re but @
Few of the possible starting poinkts. On a
more contemperary level, the inter-relation-
ships between the oppression of B'ack women

by their men; and often the insbility of these
men to exérciss any control aver thelr labouwr,
nesds to be defined. ilnknhlutlr it ean ba
suggested that the inability to affsct

chenges Ln working conditions; weges, ete
becauss of the wesk position of the bleck
working class with regard to collective
bargaining &nd its exclusion From politicel
power may assan bthat conflicts and antagonismas
which cannot be expressed or resolved within
the workplace sre subsumed within Ehe soakpit
of the family snd Find their expression, if
not thelr resolution, in wife- and child-
beeeting, rape, drinking, etc = all of thess
being elementa which serve to divide and
waaken thd working class on one level or

another.

The preceding outline is sketchy and
incomplete, The lssues 1t desls with ere wmach
in themselvee a vest ares for resesrch.
dikhin the gontext of this article all that
their mention Ig intended to do 1s to show

that to ebstract women as an snalytical

3:
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category is wvelidated only if kthelr categori=
gation can be shown Eto exist 28 & meterlsl
force within cless skruggle and on economic,
political; ideologlcel, ... levels.

Hawlng mecepted that women ss & signifi-

cant social cetegory exist only in terms of

class end class skrugole LE becoses posslble
to shad light on innuasrable and complex
lasuas. At the most Ffundamcnkal level =
reworking In terms of the methodology outlinaed
sbove would make much of tha historical
data Far more Lntelligible, To pose =y earlier
analysils (9) of women's 'riotsa' in terms of
state interventlon to securs a new focm af
division of labour and to sntrench & new
division of land snd waslth in the reserves,
ss parkt of an overall change in the role of
the reserves In the late 19508, would have
Far more sxplenatory velus,; than
dosa ®Y rather smpiciciet account with Lts
unguastlioning acceptancea of women aa & loglcal
starting point fer snalysls. 50 too would
Charryl Walker's (10) earlier work on the
Federation benafit Ffrom s sisilsr ceworking.
For before analysing bthe snti-=peas
cempeigns and tha neturs of the organisstions
that both greaw out of 1t snd mobilised tham,
ona needs to look at passes themsslves. This
oeans looking at labour sllocaktlon end st the
sexusl division of lsbour historicslly. Ik
meens locating in tearms of cepital's neesds
and in terms of states stretegles why at that
time peases should be exteanded to women, Tha
Ferocity of the ensuing struggle end the
difficulty experienced by the state in
sctually carcying out its intentions nasds to
be ssesssed In terss of wider political
sconomy rather thean soms form of nebulous
'woman's militancy'. For this is all geck of

8 wider procesy of restructuring of capikal
that in cariain senses pravides a foundetion
far che penettztion of monopoly cepltal «nd
the processes of mechanisation &nd ceplEiel=
isation that teke plece From tha 1960s.

Implicit in the sbowe critiques is the
second =ajor nathodalasieal palnt I sant to
make, Thias is that kEhe znelysis of usomen in -
tarme of cless and cless atrugcle needs to be
broadened end deepened by looking at them
historically end in relstion to Ethe needs of
capitel sccumuletion znd Eo sbtakte interventlions
snd actions ko facilitate those needs. Here
what hes to be accounted for 1ls the Form of
sccumulation as well as that of the stakte at
specific moments Iin history. The sccumulstion
process Ln the centtes of advanced cepitallism
differs radically from Ehak In bhe peripheries.
Sa too wlll the place sand significance of
women within this process differ. Thus ik ls
not possiole to simply transfer enalyses of
woran ln sdvanced cepitalist Formations
howsver sound thay may be, to thoses of woman
in the peripheries. #And while it may be
possible to utilies - similar concepts end
analytical ceategorles this cannot be done
unguestioningly and is alweys sublect to an
analysis that is grounded im history.

The uvuse that haas been made of the concept
af the resecve arey of labour e well as tha
dichotomy between reproductlion end production
with reference ko South Africe have of ten
suffered From this weakn#ss. The Teserve EImy
Funckion of women, o8 well es thelr sJpposed
confinemant to reproductive labour, is ell too
aften flung eround ehistorically end unguest-
loningly ss & means of explalining awey a
mulbltude of igsuss {(11). The ressons Ffor
this brings &8 to the msjor nroblem with
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research Inko wounen in South Africa at the
present tinae.

For slthougn Lt ls by now clesr that
black wosmen ere concentrated in agriculturs,
d'mastic service end border industriesi that
they do constitute & lerge and wulnerable
section of the ressrve army; that in certain
ereas they are becoamlng merginelisedy }Hlt
white womeh, much In the sema way that
Brevermen enalyses Amsricen women, are
becoming concentrated inm the ssrvics end
particularly clericel sectors; it is trite ko
aimply reatats this over and over asgein., Tha
crying need now im for ressarch; end elthough
the spparent lack of resources; the andre=
cantrism and cheoviniam which mesn that women
ars often not sccounted for sspearately from
mén; =ay cender thlis 2 fragmented snd
Frustrating task; it is nevertheless possible.

What is alec needed is ressarch of a
specifie type. 4Jhat hes never been sttempted
is the Formulstion of s genearsl theory of
woagn Ln South Africe. By this I mesn tha
provision of a historical snalysis in terma of
cless struggle and capitel sccumulation that
would go soms way btowards both defining and
Integrating women within ERe wealth of literce-
ture on soukthern Africen political esconomy.
This is obviously not & tesk for one parson.
dhet it does howsver reguire is that all those
interested in such work make avallable the
regources that they gathsr. All too often the
ilsolation within which people work mesns not
only constant duplication of what has slready
bean said, but also the retardation of any
progression. It eleso requires that much of
the marxist and neo-marxist ressarch thet is
svailable neads to be worked through sgein and
again so that it is possible to define exactly




what problems and what iupl in analysis its

hitherta endrocentrie tzndenciea hove meent.
Lestly,; while this doss not mesen Ehat
work on women musk Be carried out only on o
figh level of abstraction, Lt does meen thak
;hlt ig too gpeciflc doss have sevare
lioitetiones: For while work llike my own on
womgn in Winterveld may in ltself be velusble,
it doms mean that ite very specificity snd
its Fore as @ case sbydy, limite iks useful-
neess Such ces® studiss do necd the back-
ground of some more general work egainsk which
they cen be tested. Jt is thils which ls ons

of the mejor tasks for those working on women
in South Africa.
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The following peper by Yeswltch was pressntad
at the confersnce on Edycsation snd Develop=-
mant held In Cape Tewn lest month. Altheugh
the auther snd the sditers weuld have prefer-
tad ko heave had tha articls rewritten feor
inclusisn in WIP, this has not baan

possible. (Ses commenty in the sditeriasl)

THIS peper i1a an anslysis of the posltlon
pecupied by Afrlcan womgn withqin the labour
process in South Africe guer the laskt 20
yeera. [t will, howavep, stert by ex=lalning
briafly the centrality of migrankt labour in
goming to an understanding of the position of
Afrieon women nnd in elucidating the
differences netwaen their position and those
af women in advenced capitalist Fformationa

Lthe countriss such as Ehe USR =nd Caneds, ond
the countries of western Eucope).

sefore [ start my enelysig 1 should elan
clarify the sssumptions which 1 beliava
underlie & materialist enalysis of women, For
I do not think- it is possible to Lzke woman
@8 &n analytical cetegory and fsolakte them
From their soclel context without esteplishing
claarly the basis on which this 1s dona.

Uoman as an analytlesl catwgery do nok
pxist unprablemetically unlags one is workinmg
within & radical feminist paracigm, which I
reject outright. Hewing sccepbted that B
ma Jor societal contredicktion cannot be
betwessn sen and women (the radicel Feminist
position) one has to redefing one's under-
standing of 'women'. The starting point for
this materialist redeflnition of the concept
"woman' as 8 caktegory Ln themselves is that of
class,; of the relatlonahip between antagonistic
eoclal clepees, and of the differing nature
of sccess to the mesns of producktlon. Having
accapted that woman exiet within clasems,
what has to be explained, ehalysed ang
resesrchad is the relationship betwsen men
ond women within & single class, the relation=
ship betwesn women of different classes, the
relationshlo of each of these to the stats.

The iasues Ethat ona is forced to confront
then are those of divisions githin the workinn
clase, the material basis oF those divigions,
the nature of the sexusl division of lrbour,
its relatlonshlp ko, end &ffects om, tie
technicel end also soclal division of lebour.
It eleo means that the iseus pf female
oppressian hes to be recoghired, as do the
problems that ars sltuated around calls for
universel femlnine solldarity, for it means

that these will be foreed to teke cognizance
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of the Factors af class, race end national
oppresaion. Polibtically such BEn snelysls also
goEs 8776 woy towards providing the potentiasl
For women's movements to develop stretegy
which is loceted historically and gpescificslly.
Lestly, it should be resembered throughout

this paper that the women I am dealing with

ere African and working class.

Although my major concecrn is the position
of women witfin capltalist society, some
preliminary comments =bouk EhE Rokure of Lhe
pre-capltelist soclakty need be made. The
Femlly within pre-cepltelist soclety, like
thet of the Feudal Temily,; wes a productive
unit within itsalf. As such; whabsver the
nature of the ssxual division of labour that
characterised LIt, women were involved in both
productive and reproductlve laboup. The
history of the process whersby Ehe feudal

fanily wes destroyad and its membars throuwn

intos industrisl employment as prolekarisns

(the working tlll;. those who have ko sall
their lebour to athers whe control the means

of production - machinery, land, raw matarisls)
has been well documented.

It has been shown how wonen yere Initimlly
incocporeted lm industrisl emploveent =t the
lowaet levels and wages, &nd Ehen thpown out
when it becess clear that reproduction of
the working class was potentlelly threskensd.
Tnis meent the lnstitution of ® Palrly rigid
s@xual diviaion of labour - the capitallat
form of which assignad women primarily to
reprocucklive and private rather then productive
{in the sense of tne production orf walue) and
sociel labour. This is not to say that all
women were confined to their homeg, ap that
they did not work = the putting=out and
place=work systemas in particular wars




gxtramely prevalent = but rather that in

terma of cepitel's needs It wes womEn'as
raproductive role which was domiment and which
dafined and set the limits Ffor her involvement

in other spheres of production.
- In Souktk Africe and In many of tha

peripheries, this separartion of the direct
producers fros the soll end the destruction of
both the form of Family and position of women
which arose out of this, was neither so
dramatlic or immadiate, but nevertheless
compacably destructive. Tha process of
primitios mccumulabtion can sssume more than
ane Torm = eithar, "the domination of the law
of valus (cepitalist relations of production)
is sccompanied by the esteblighment of
capltaliat relations in the immedlace process
of production™ [(This is what happensd in the
case of the Feudal femily) or, "producers
can be separated From the soll ss & result of
the LImpact of cepitalist production... on
continuing forme of non-copitelist producklion.”

Here, migrant labour, the crestion of &
cash nexus, and commoditlsation of agrlecultural
production, teduces the valus of subslstence
produckion on & progressive scale. Thus in
South Africe, the entrenchment of migrant
labour ss the historicel Fform of the explolib-
stion of labour pouer has meankt thak the
process of proletarianisation ls significankly
different to that in tha cantres of capitalism
and g0 too the relationahip of women to the
nrocess of cepitsl sccumulation and to the
labOur proceas.

fere thae Implicationa of the mlgrant
labour system for women nesd Eto be sxplalined
in more detail. One of L{ts Ffundamental
premises is the asasusption thak Ehe wives and
children of migrant labourecs will remain in

the reserves end secure FTamilisl subsistence
aff the land. That the abllity ko sscurs
femilial subsistence i=, in view of the
decine in the producktive capacity aof tha
reserves,; constently diminlehed, doss nob
anter this formulstien. It Ls on the beeis
of this rationale that South Africarm copital
sets the value of labour powsr (Ehe value of
the commodities produced by the worker
during necessary labour time, or the value of
commoditises necessary to keep worker amd
femily =live over time), st the lasvel of the
single uﬁrk;r-gég E;;I-:i;luﬂi liiﬁézﬂ;ﬁnl of
his Ffamily from thias.

Initielly, #nd Ln the sarlisst yescs of
capitalist penstration; the resscves werce
sble to provice the products necessary for Ehe
subsistence of the family, Yet; nat Ffor long.
Capiltslipsm, unlike dual sconomy thesorists
would have 1%t believed, does not confine elither
its operstions or affects to e single "podercn’?
psector of the sconoay, ®nd nor does It
sventuelly sbsorto the so—called "traditlional
gactor', Hather, it pénsttates Lhe antice
socisl Formation ('society') although Ltm
effacts and Ilnlrlltltihﬂl mre contradlctory
= lepading to the dissclutlion of existing
modas of production in some arsas end the
congervation of thelr forms, although in a
stunted end distortsd manner, in othars.

In the cess of the ressrves it socon led to
impoverishment and a raplid decline in thelr
productive capacity.

Following from this beckground Lti'ere ere
everal lssues related to women that neaed to
be explained. Thess include the neturs nf the
changes in the material conditions of wommn

im the reserves, tha responses of women to

them, and the cessdns why the aystem coulo
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be maintained For eao long.

what tha sntcenchaent of migramkt labour
meant for African women wes (&) that they wete
not incorporsted inte surplus wvelue production
{tha Form that surplus product bakes under
capitalist production); (b) thes pre-sxisting
diviaion of lebour was distorted In spescific
wayaj (c) because of the nature of the
dichotomy betwsen productlion snd reproductlon
womean's sccess to specific skilles wes limitedj
(d) the Fact that it ls women alone who bear
ultimate responeibility for reproduction has

,aignificant Lleplicatliona for the naturs of

their political actions
I shall now explain sach of thess in

turn,

The dependence of capitsl on maintaining
. high rate of profit through the sxploitstion
of cheap labour power rather then through the
revolutionisation of the mesns of production
Bnd the conesguent [neressss In the social
productivity of labour in South Africe untll
recently, is at base the reascn for tha
contrality of migrant lesbour. Its relation-
ship ta ths sxtraction of cheap lasbour powsr
has been explained emrlier. Hers a fundsmantel
and ctuclal assumption is that woman atay in
the reserves, for if they mova to towns Fuld
proleterieanisation occcurs and the reticnals
for tha payment of lsbour et s level set in
terms of the necessity to secure bhe
raproduction of the single laboursr only, Falls
away. AFricen woman in South Afrlca
historicaslly then , have never besn
Incorporsted into manufacturing and industry
in slgnificent nuabers at all. Where they
have besn wege leboursts Lt Is in damestic
gBrvice and alao Ffarm labour, the net-&ffect
being to isclate them From perticipation in




the production of valus and From being
collective lesbour.

This is not to sey, howsver, that Lthey
do nat ssrve wvitel funckioms, or that Ehay ece

unproductive, What it rather means ls that
reproductive labour, perticulerly reproduction
of lebour powsr, is intendsd to teke plece
withinm the ressrves. Here the capitalist
gaxuel division of labour assumss a NEw
dimension in that added to the dichotomy
betwsen reproductive and productive, private
and socisl labour, 1s & geograsphical and
phyeicel division of the sress in ihl:h thim
ls carried out.

Women here are alsoc responsible for
production to secure fTamilial subsistence,
However; this subslistence production now
takes plsce under the segis of the capitaliast
mode of productlion and In a distorted Torm.
While oatensibly woman may heave ssemed to be
dolng the same work as under pre—cepitalist
relations of production, the actusl content of
thess activities is vamtly different. This
is particulacrly so with the neaturs of the

changes in the sexual divislon of labour.
Innes and D'"Mesrs provice & useful

explansntion and sumsary of Ehis when thay
srgue that rural production ig now the almosk
axcluaive concern of women, with the worklosd
of older woman being particularly heasvy
(younger women are often alsc migrants).
Becauss sen of two geanarstions are migrania
the work carried out by women has changed
bath guantitatively and qualitatively: Tha
smount of laboaur they perform has doubled

and Lis naturs has cshenged becsusas Etha
reproductive lebour tradikionally masigned ko
them now takes on a dual dimension. Thay
explain this oy seying that the penstration

of capitalist relaticone of préacuction has
destrayed the indspendence of the subsistence-
beasad sconomy and has maant that 1t is now

@ "servant of capital'. Thus womean, BDECesusE
of the payzent of thelr husbands® wages et

2 lovel set below the valusm of lebour powaT

and their conseguent inability to pu!chose
commodities that would facilitste peproduction,
have to both pecform normel reproducktory

labour (cooking, Ehllﬂ:lrl‘.Elllﬂlﬂﬂ]| but

also heve to reproduce ths commodities that
Ffacilitate this,.(is they have to grow food,
gcut firswood, prepars mud snd thateh for thelir

duellings).
Becousm woman'a leabour is sssumed te be

predominantly reproductive Bnd beceuse her
involvament inm wage lebour [domestic ssrvice,
lsundry, ste) is structured In terma of their

reprodugtive function, woman often hawe no

.sccess to the kinds of akills Ehat would

facilitate their movement Into industrial
employment, aven ware this possible. At this
point s comment about education would be
apposite. Assuming & significant function of
sducation in cepitelist soclety to be a mesna
of tralning potentlal labowureres and non=
labourers to mssume their places in tEhe soclal
division of lebour it becomes clesr immedistely
why Lt should be thet 22,65 of the Africen
female urban population of the RSA and 60,5%

of the Africean rural fessle populstion should
have no sducational gualificetions et mll.

The respective Figures Tor white wome s

;1% with ne sducational gualificatiois at 2ll,
while that For Afcican men is 39,95 urban &nd
65,4% rural with no gualifications (1). Thess
figursa have got nothing to do with raclal
discrimination,; with unequal facilitlies, etc,
but Ffundementelly reflect the fect thst ik is
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the place ssslgned in the social division of
labour which determines access to educstion,

Moreowver, the lack of access to education
rascts back to prevent women From sver
gelning sccess to new skille. And oftan,
bacause of their fnebility to speak Engliash
and Afrikasns wall, becavse of thelr 1lliteracy,
women genarally only leoek for work as domesktic
asrvents.

Thare are two lest lssues related Lo
migreant lebour and its effects on women which
have ko be sxplalned. The Flrst is the lssus
af exactly what the dacline in the productive
capacity of the ressrves means, in tearms of
the continued ability of people to survive
there. The second is that of the &ffect of
their material conditions on women's
consciousness. For if the collapse of the
reserve sconomy casn be ast at soma polnt inm
the 19208; what has Eo ba made understandable
is how and why s0 many women snd thelr femilies
have survived thears for so long: To an extent
Ehe answer ls to be found Ln the long—term
deteriorsation of the standerds of living snd
in the incressed relisnce on resittances. The
collapse of the researves in concrete terma
would thus be perceived es & process involwing
the constant devaluing of the meesns of
production as well as the forcing down, over
a long pericd of time, of the lavel of
nacessary subsistence, which is partly
historically and morally determined,

Accounts of materiel life in the reserves
Bre extresely rere, which ls why Lizr Clarke's
study (2) of 150 families in the Ngutu ares
of Natal is so invaluable: The nature of the
ducline in the gquslity of life in tha raserves
cen be seen in the following conclusion.




Traditional well=being in & rural Zulu
femily would require a sufficlency of
smasl (curdled milk), grains mnd
vegatables in sesacn, & ninimum of =

huts or rooms per Family - one for the
grandparenta, ana for the parente, one
for the boys, one for the girls and one
ugad ma @ kitehen and common Family room
sxs The 150 Femiliss investigated in
Mgutu are bersly subsisting on an esverage
income in cash and kind of R14,87 per
mankth. s They esxist elthout the

sscurity of femily or the comfort of
religion and citual. They cennot
conceivably express any semblance of
soclal graces or "ubumtu'. Materially
they ers underclothed and undarnourished)
they cennot hops to schisve any seanlng=
ful sducationsl standards or indulge in
any luxuries eaven of the smallest kinds,
1ike making a trip into town or purchasing
8 box of cigersttes or = drink without
seriously Impeiring thelr own rudimentary
dist of starchas.

The atudy sstimsted the aversge incoms of
B Ngutu Family to be R14,87 per month; broken
down es Tollows:

Aemittances From migrantessansssR9,00
Earnings Trom home lndusktry and
q'iwltur-lll IIIIII!HE":T
" Income from pension and
di..hilit’r!liiiihihtilzllin

Tatal _RM1A,B7
At the sema tims it is seid thet R103,99 a
month is the sinimum nesded to sllow femilies
to live in "humsn poverty'.

An sdditional important polnt, but one
that cannot be discuased in detell here;.ls
that the '"traditionsl' redistributive kinship/
household besed economy is tranaformed snd
diversified. The cash sent homs by migrants
is clrculated within this sconosy. It Ls hers
thnmt the ocigine of the 'informal' asctor ias
ko bw found, A marginal sconomy develops at
low levels of Productivity gang with minimal
possibilities of sccumulstion, that is
intended to provide & market in commodities
for the poor. A major f{mplication of this

dependances on cemittsnces ls that women iﬂ

the ressrves srs in fact prolatarisns, but
proletariens who sxist In & state of lsclation
and with increasingly less scceas to the means
of production, either &s labourers or as non=
labourecs. This has aignificant affecks on
thair consciousnsss. Their lack of ecoromic
indepandence, comblned with the Fackt that it
is they alons who are® made responsible for

the reproduction of the Family can mesn that
in certeain élrcumstances rural womesn @&8n be
extramaly conservative. The most common
axsmple of this would Be the brake put on
working cless actlion snd militancy by

woman becsuss of the Fear of men losing their -’

Jobs through strikes, #tc, sctions that would
obwicusly tendsr women extremely vulnerable.

Having ast migrent lebour and the effects
af It an womean ss the contaxt within which
this pasper is set, the mnalysis that is to
follow will look st kthe affects of Ehe acousu-
lation process on women Trom the 19508 to
the pressant day, slbait In gensral Cerms.

It im argued in this ssctlon that the
state legisletion and interventions of the
19508 heve to be ween in tecms of changes in
the sccumulstion process at the time, snd in
terma of stete sttempts to deal with thasms
in the face of the militsncy end strength of
both the working clase ®nd Aetional liberastion
mavements st that Eime.

In thess terms tre extenslon of peasses
to womean can be sssn #8 sn sxpression of tha
need to control the mobility of women becauss
af the Fackt that For the Flrst time thelr
influx Lo urban sreas Wes poslng & aesrious
throest to mtabllity erd Eo Ehe conditlons
which would allow sccumulation to continue
uninterrupted. Tha atruggles of tha 1940a
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around the issue of squatting end tha refussl
of capital or the state to sssume a significant
pertion of the costs of reproduction of

working cless Familiss was =n important

Factor here.

It im in khis context that ons cen
understend the legislestlon of the 1950s es
being directed towsrds a restructuring which
would ellow incressed control of the working
cless and which would control their mobility
= perticulasrly that of womsn, Thuws, the
axtenslon of passes to women Fecilitatad
control over their mobility and the ability
to sell thelr labour powsr ftllll! the Native
Lews, Amendment Act divided the country inke
urpan snd rursl, prascribsd and non-
prascribed sress,; Fulfilling thl.ll-l role.
In the resscve sreas Bettearment Schemss and
the Bantu Authorities Act mepnt a new
sllaocetion of land, wealth and powsr which
removed from some (esspeclelly women)
posssssion (in the ssnse of being sble to

put into operstion) of mesns of production,
and crssted the basis of & new system of
* sociel control.

It ia now that the ressarves ars
reconstlituted ss South Africe's dumplng
grounds = as the sress in which the sged,
slck; unemployed, sarginalised = all thome
redundant to cepital's nesds are kept. Tha
1950a sleo saw tha beginnings of tha dramstic
ries In the orgenic composition of capital.

The process of primitive sccumulation and
the forms that it cen tekse have alresdy bean
discussed. [n the sscond case.{is whare
capitalist relstions of produckion are not
entablished In tha imscediete process of
production) what happensd was the crestion of
a surplua population; Iin latent form. Thiwm




has been explained in the Follewing way:
that it was the psnatrstion of asgricultural
and other commodities, ie goods produced
under cap.talism, competing with forms of

domestic production; which produced khe msjor

repulaion of people from tha lsnd (in sbsolute
numbers). And that in South Africa this
process was satructursd by the policy of
sagragation which mesnt that two reclally
separated sectors of sgriculture emerged.

The ona capitallst In the white ssctor,

and in the ressrves the davelopment of =
procass which inhibited the development of
ceplitalist relationa in the immediate

process of producklons [t Lla further argued
that, "(i)n both sectors, thersfore.(whitas

and black) there was a tendency towsrdas

an absoluta repulsion from the land, bukt

s tendency for this repulsion to remaln letent
sss tha sxtent to which ths agricultursel
population sctually passed over into an

urban of manufaturing proletariat was
inhibikted by tha speclfiec conditions undar
which 1t was Tormed."™ In cepitalist sgricul-
ture this was becauss of the dominance of
labour tenangyy; in the ressrves beceuss of the
presarvetion of new forms of non-capitslist
relations.

The movamankt of women out af ths reserves
in inccessing numbers over the yesras ls an
sxpraasion of the tranaformation of thia
latent syrplus population into & Flosting
one = but a flosting one whose hopes aof
incorporation imto the sconomy sxcept as
migrant domestic eervents becsss increasingly
limited over time, This process wes compounded
by tha affacta of a rias in thes organie
composition of capital tending te the
craaktion of a relative surplus population,

8 proceae which Marx explaine In the
following terms (3):

With the growth of the total capital,

ita wveriable conatituent or the llHUHL_
incorporated in Lt clso doaw increase,
but ln & constantly diminlahing proportion
sss This accelerated relative diminukion
af tha veriable conestituent that goms
along with the sceelereted inerisse of the
totsl capital, and moves more ¢ pidly
than this fncreass, tekes the iwerse
form at the other pole, of an apparantly
sbsolute incresse of the lesbouring
pepulation; an incresse slways moving
more rapldly than thak of the variable
cepital or means of smployment. Hukb in
Fact, Lt i3 capltalist Bccumulstion
itself thet constantly produces, end
produses in direct ratio of its own
energy and mxtent; & relatively redundant
populaktion of labourers ies @ population
of greater mxksnt than puffices for the
average needs of ths sslf-axpsnalon of
capitsl, and thereform & surplus
population,

Hare capltal accumulation itself creates

ita ocwn resscve army of labour. The owerlapping

af theass two processes has in the casge of
womsn meant that thier historically peripharal
involvessnt In the capltelist sconomy has net
changed; The resscve army OoFf men ls in moat
casas sufficient for capltal's neede and Lt is
still their reproductive role and thelr
position in tha migrant labour system that
determines tha naturs of Temale sconomlie
iavolvement,

The vast inflows of capital into the
Soguth Africen social formetlon From tha 19&0s
corresponds to en industriel boom throughout
kEha peripheral Fforsations st this time. This
has been explainead in terms of the decire by
imparialist capital to explelt the peciphery
on the basis of the extpaction of relstive
rather than sbsclute surplus velus. Tha
revolutioniaing of the means of production
and of the labour process that this involves,
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implies en increased organie cemposition of
capital; and hence of cepltal Lfntensity. Thim
in turn generates & need for a specific kind
of labour force; one that Incorporates sami=-
skilled and akilled black cparatlivis.

In the cess of South Africa, ss elsewhers,
ths abrupt inseartion of monopoly cepitel as an
Iﬁilﬁilﬂ sector of production inmkto the social
formation dieplaces not only competitivae
capgital which sxhibits a tendency to be
absorbed by it, but also large sectors of Ehe

working population. This is beceuss of the
vestly incressed organlc compositlon of
capitel which chareacterises thes monopoly
sector and which is also @ result of its
tﬁnhnulugr and technologlcal innovations.
Here it is lmpprtant to note that an incressed
orgenic composition of caplital need not
diaplace labour in sbsolute terma, but rathar
that relative to the rete of cepital sccumy=
lstion less labour Is needed. This process
may manifest itself in many forms, Llncluding
a glow-down in the rats of sbsorption of
labour.

It is in tarms of thess types of
procesass that the drematlc rise In African
unemployment in South Africe, from 1 238 GO0
im 1960 ko 1 758 000 im 1970 snd 2 308 OGO
in 1977 (4), becomes comprehensible - as doss
ita increesingly structucsl rather than
cyclical naturs,

The goncrete analysls of the pesition of
African woman Ln agriculturs, domsstic sacvice
and lndustry, which constlitutes tha rest of
this paper, is st in termes of this analysis,

ha & general stetement Lt is asserted
that For wosen the effects or employmenkt of
changing labsur processés and ssbthods of
production sre worsa than for men. For the




ideslogy of the femily which situates women's
dominsnt concern &8 the reproductive rather
than the productive sphere, Ffunctlons ko
conceal unsmsployment,; underemployment and
gheat boredom, The rlse in the orgenic
Eulpn:itlnn of ceplital teanding to the creation
of a relative surplus population (and in South
Africa ultimately to the formation of @
marginelised labour force), does not effect
enly manufacturling end industry,; L1t also has
slgnificant sffects on both agriculture and
domeatic asrvica, and thua on the woman who
ara concentrated here.

Tha pravalence of labour teneancy in tha
capltalist agricultural sector has bean
explained abowve in terme of the creation of
an abeolute sutnlus papulatioo Lo Latenk
form, Following from this it can be argusd
that the rise in organlc cemposition in

sgriculturs from the 1560s had thae affect aof
freeing this latent surplus population,
Thus the sliminatlion of labour tenancles and
aguatting on white Farme in the 1960s meant
that vast nusbers of people were pushad off
the lend: Beldwin [5) setimates that between
1960 and 1970 340 000 people wece moved
through the sliminstion of labour Etenancies
~and 656 000 through the eviction of sguetters.
This was in order to Fecilitate the "rational-
idation' of tha labour process in egriculture.
(FMigrent workers are now tha preferced source
af farm labour) Also to make available
incresssd aress of land for cultivation using
capital intensive Etechniques, 0One slemant.
of this policy of lebour retionaslizetion wes
the refusal to continue supporting Ehe
Familiea of thair Farm labourars.

Information that clarifies, historically,
the position and ectivitiss of black woman on

white formlands i1s almost non-existent, Yet,
from oral svideanca (6) it is possible to
state that womsn wers invelved in normal
reproductive labour, swasonal labour on the
farms thememlves, cultivetion of their own
plots IT Ehey were sguatters and lobour
tenants, eand finally domestic service, often
unpald, In FTarshouse kiktchens. WUlves af
squatters and lebour tenants would also often
work &8s domastic servante or do laundry in
nearby towns. Thue 1t wes likely that wosen
living on white=owned farms were economically
active in some way. The desmand for "single’
migrants ss farm leboursrs, ths unwillingness
of farmers to continue to have thas familiss of
their labourera living on thlit.ltnda, and the
change in tha nature of domastic seculce an
whits Farmss - from & rotation system where
work was .shared over ths perlod of = yaar
betwasn many women, to that of smploying &
small number of full-time servants - all hit
woman aspecislly hacd.

The move From farms = whethsr as victims
of 'GG' (7) resttlement, or efter having been
3iven » 'trek pess' by farmers meant that
womsn were placed in an sxtersmly wulnerable
position, For, in moat cases the only areas
to which thay could lagally go were "homalanda'
= Baress wheare, as has beasn ssan, sven minimal
subsistence is difflicult to obtain. The only
skills these women possess are those raléted
to agriculture = which Le not visble given the
state of homaland agriculture; or domestle
service, often not avellable ks them ag &
"legal' option, becsuse it Lls incressingly
difficult to reglstar themselves,

ghat | would now like to discuss 1s @
falrcly recent development in agriculture,

s devalopment relatad sspecielly to unemploy=
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ment smongst woman, This is the Increasing
use by Ffarmars of woman as cesual end seasonal
lebpursrs, This ls For & number of reasonsi
The low wages pald for agricultural and
especially for casual lesbour often means Ehat
meny elEthough unemployed, prefer to walt at
the lebour buresu to be recruited. In
Pongola; For instance; & Natel area, wages

for casual labour averege R15,00 ceah, or
RB,00 in cash and the rast in kind (B).
Another resson given For the preference for
female labour is that women often bring their
children with them because they have no=one
with whos to leava them, thus meening extra
unpald labour. Women; because of thelr
inabllity to get legel work sre most
suaceptible to illegal and low paid emplaoymant.
In thia sanas thay Fulfll the classical
rassrve army Function of depressing the wages
of the working claas.

It is in this snes too that one can
underatand the employmant of woman an
vegetable farms (extremely badly paid), elmo
the uss of women to clear and scrape timbacr
in paper-mille. Another reason given by
Farmeres For wusing women instead off man Ls
that "sen don't do the work™, and also that
becsuse women will work "illegslly the R1,00
reglatration Fam doss not Rave to be Illﬂ-r
Tha above sxemples; although freagmented snd
lﬂtllnlltl. do provide some ussful indicetions
as to the nature of thes procesass thek sre
affacting unm'ﬁ. Wnen seen in conjunction
with the Fact that Ln ths caserves womsn BCe
pecforming hesvy manual labour = digging
roads, building demsj that in arsss of the
gountry women drawn from ressttlesant camps
and closer ssttlements are Deing used to
dig irrigetion trenches, build Tences, and in



tha Essatern Transvaal to work in tha guatcles,
it becomes clear that wosen's exclusion from
Industrial smploymmnt and the attempts to
keep tham out of urban areas tenders their
position very different to thet sxperienced
under advanced cepltaliem,

Before the exact mnature of the diFfacences
hers ars analysed, the nature of the situstion
of women in domestic service and industry
neede to be cutlined. COomestic service Ln
South Africe cen on ons level be understood
ap the commercisllizetion of reproductive
lebour. In terms of the "white' women, Lts
fundemental sconomic Ffunction im to fres her
for involvessnt in the service sector, but on
higher lewvels than black women, as seles—
workers,; typists, office-workers, etc. IE
aleo Frees ber from her "domsatlie duties' and
sllows her to Tulfll a 'consumer' Functlon
(anopping, sntertalnment, etc). Slsck woman
then, perform domestic labour on @ duml level
and in & double sense. For nok only are they
responeible Ffor the reproductlion of their own
familiea, Dut also for the familiss of the
dominant classsa. Again, in so dolng, not
only sare thay reproducing labour powsr in &
materlal sense,; but they ars also reproducing
the existing relationahips of dominsktion and
subordination; exploitation and oppression.
Nowhers slse in the South African soclisl
formation, can ona aee B0 clearly how
exploitation is feclliiteted and lntensified by
the Ffactors of tace and sox.

. Yet, domestic service is no longer an
expanding sector of smployment: Although there
sre no figures swvallable for the 1960s, the
Figuees From 1970 (%) show ® congtent drop in
amploymant In domesstiec serviece., Although Lt

is possible that this drep in employment may

be due to cyelical recession and to the fact
that in perioda of cutback white women are
being pushed ocut of ssployment and Lnktoe "the
home' = thus renedring domestic servants a
"uxury', it alsc hos importent long=term
implications, Ketzeen (10) in an analysis

of deameastic sarvice in the USA betwsen 1870
and 1920 eharsacterisss Lt @3 & nof=1) dustrial
rather then pre=induatrial cccupetion; and am
such; one that is sble to co-exist wikth tha
dovelopment of capitalles: and of & consumer
socieby.
induskrializetion and with the conseguant
increass in the productivity of lasbour in

Katzman 8lao shows that with

industry; 'lebour=saving' machinery becaams
chesper than human lapour, In the domestic
secvien sector in Amerlca thare wes thus &
conetant decrsase in the numbers of those
smployed, & shift te the smploymant of bleck
reathar than white women, because of tha
chespness of their labour, und = shift to
live—out=work and charring.

In South Africe; preclssly becsuse of Ehe
axtreme chespness of Auman labour, EMis doss
not oeccur end domeatlic service remains &
subetantial ssctor of eeployment unkil at
lesst the penastration of monopoly cepitaliem.
Am ! sald sarlisr, it 13 still too soon ko
tell whether the dacline in the numbers of
domestic secvants is structursl rether than
ocyclical. Yet what is poseible is thet the
short-term deciaslon, in & period of recession,
to reduce the numbers of serveants thal one
employs, may bacome permensnk as over time
the white housswifs relies more and more on
labour=zeving devices., (Hers £t would bm
interesting to be able to see Figures relating

to glther Lnoreasas nf gecresaes in kthe

purchass of such conguRBEl Qoods as washing

machines,; veacuum cleansrs; ste)] For whils

human labour inm South Africa, sspecially

female labour, is still cheasp, incresses in
productivity inm manufacturing on an internation=
al scale may have in Fact ocutstripped that
cheapneass.

1 should like to discuss briefly the
affects of the decrease in ths numbscs of
domestics esployed on these women themaslves,
and slso to lock at the forms that this
process sasumes. |Tha concerets evidencs
thet I present here ls drewn from Fleldwork in
Winterveld) =

Live=in domestic work Lm most preferred.
Beceuse subsiatence is prowvided for at the
place of work; women can save as much of thelr
cash=-wages as possible. Yet, in & situation
whata the sxtended Tamily hes broken down,
end where no strong community existes, women
wlith children ere forced to atey in the home
ke care for thas, It has been shown with
refecence to Britain that the presance or
abpence of déy-care centres, CTeches, gte,
can be linked directly to the pesce of capitsl
nccumulation. The sbsence or insdequacy of
these facilitles is related to the nesd to
kesp women 1ln the hose; but as an Iindugtrial
reperve army with the potentisl for re-—
incorporation into production. In South
Africe s very differsnt situation obtalns:
unlike sdvenced cepitmlist netions the statas
takes minimel responsibillity For reproduction.
Tha provision of Fres compulsery public
schoaling, pensions, national health, etc...
is largely sbssnt., The need to mailntain Ethe
cheapness of the lasbour whieh is ths sourcs
of the bigh rate of profit that charscterises
South African capitalism mgana that the working
clage is responalble For most eaepects of ite




raproduction (although this sesms to be
chenging with the perception of the need teo
incorporate and buy-off sectlions of Eha

working class snd petty bourgeoisie with skills

realsvant to capitel's nesds).
’ Women thus teke on  dey-work - extrensly

low=pald because of the high transport costs
involved = or slsas piece=jobs [leundry and
charring)s Thess are said to be better pald,
but thelr tesporary hltu:l sgans that they
#ca characterissd by axtress Job Llnesscurity.

Leatly, befors concluding, I shall
dalineates briafly tha posltion of woman in
industey.

As sn introductlion some Flgure might be
usafiul; In 1948 African women were 1% of Eha
total labour Porcs in sanufecturing. By 1951
this hed not changed, By 1980 it hed doubled
to 2% snd by 1970 they constitutsd 7%X of the
totel manufacturing labour force (11).
Focresovery; wheate women are employed in
manufacturs Lt Ls . eftenin sectors that are
in somm way thought to be Tslated to the
production by women in the home (eg, gacment
workers, textiles, canning, processing, esto)

In many ceses the sbove Forss of
production are labour intenaive and in South
Africe it is thess industriss which ars the
focus of the government's decentralisation
poliecy: This sttempts to remove Industries
which are highly lsbour Lntensive to areas
just outside 'homelsnds' (border Lindustries)
ar to areas just inside them ('growth points')
whora tha labour supply 1= seld ta be

abundent mnd is often Temsle.

All sorte of incentives = tex concesmiona,
loens; governasnt aid; sare granted ko
-industrialists willing to move to Ehess aress.
The policy ls widely hald to be & Fallure.

¥et, this ies not our major concernt The
abeence of wage board detecminatlons In msany
of these industries rendars them highly
sxploitative. A recant exposd by Post
revealed that in the Babelegi industrial sres
near Hammanskraal,; chacacterised by labour
Lntensive industries and & high percentage
of female workers, wagEs &fe ON average
R5,00 to R7,00 per wesk. Tha huge ceserve
arsiss available to these snterprisss msans
that the wey ls open to them to btrest their
workers in whatsver way thay wish. In
Durbmn,; the antire area in which tha Etextils
induatry is situated hes besn procleimed a
border area. Something which coincided with
tha intréductian af large nusbscs of Femels
workers in the sarly 60s; lsrgaly through-a
process of deskilling. Hers Femeales workscs
are salso pald at a lower wage cate than mens
In the case of the Trenakel Innes and D'Mesrs
have shown that manufacturing within this
ragerve reglon smploysd only 4 050 worksrse
{end of 1974), mostly womsn, Most of thaawe
labour intensive industries (such aa the
production of matches, furniture, textiles)
afa concentrated In Umtstas and Buttecworth
(12).

Finslly, as & conclusicon, I want to look
at the nature of fesale unsmployment Ln South
Africa. Herm I do nat intend to discuss the
theoratical lssuss in detmill, but rather to
prasant what 1 percelive to be the dominant
trends and tendencles.

Aa the discussion sbove has shown the
rise of the organic compoaition of cepital
and the creatlon of a relative surplus
population, both of which are Feastureas of
the inner logic of capiteliss, have tended to
chenge the posltion of women Ln both the

egricultural sector and in dommsstic |l:ui:;.
Historically, women in caplitalist socisty

and particularly African women Ln South
Afgica, are subject to & séxual division of
lebour which sssigne them predomlinantly to
raproductive rathar then productive lsbour and
which situstes them Firmly in the context of
the femily, It is Ehis sosk-plt which has
both mads posslble and justifiesd ths neture
of thealr employmant,; Lts Lntermittent and
insecure charscter; ite low wages, and which
has situsted them predosinantly ss an slesent
of ths resscve srmy. Saffloti (13), smongat
othars; has charactsrissd thias in terms of

a concept of the sconomic marginalisation of
women under caplitalism: In the cess of Scuth
Afpice | would uss marginelisstion as » broadsr
concept to meks undearstandable tha AfTFeats

on the working clsss of changas in the
l==ulu1:tiﬂﬂ process dus to tha penstration
of monopoly cepitalies,; This then provides
cpeninga for an asnalysis not enly of tha
altuatlon of women, but slso of such Featurss
ss youth unemployment; "informsl® sector
sctivitien, etce..

In theas terms, the always tenuous
popition of Africans within ths South African
sconaomy le under the conditions cutlined sbove
mades Far worss, Ths burssucratic snd legal
limitations on their mobility mewns that
having loat thelir jobs snd unables to awbaiast
of ¥ the lend thay are often nat In & poslilen
to get snother Job, except illegally snd in
the conditions of wulnerability to sxploltation
and low wages mentioned sbovs., Should they
not be abls tode sven this they ars forced te
taka refuge in tha informal sector. 1In tha
ceas of women en activity that often means
litkls mare than baslc msurvival ss the
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following exampls of ths Wintsrveld situastion
showas

What 1t does howsver oo is to indicate soms
-

Farsonal intsrview with A Cleassens _
(79.07.09) mMuch of the information on
fers labour is from this source.

tee Teble in sppendix.

Ketzman, 0 = Ssven Os ki women and
domestic secvice iAn anu|tr1|11:1ng
i?l:icl (OUP, New York, 1978. See chapter
. | e

alf tha diresctians that Murther rasearch and
The high cost of transport = particularly
if one cdoss not hawve & weekly bus or trein
ticket = meens that most pecple cannot
maka the Journsy to town to buy food
cheaply, The only alternative is to buy
8t posdslde stells. Hers, prices are low,
but quality fis poor. The stallholdere

ars almost without eaxception women,; and
pften woman whe ars the sols supporters

of their femilies:; The poverty that
charscterises sn ocoupation such ss this
is deseribed by one ssaller, 5he ls &
widow, the sols supporter of her mother=
in-lsw, her own thraa children snd Ehreae
orphans. EBscauss she has no peeas, the
only means of making money avallables to
her, is to sell Fruit. “We buy theswm s
peaches from the merket and sell them to o
make & living., e ere selling them et
2¢ wach snd at s profit of R2,00, aftar
having bought the stuff for R1,00, This
prafit is earned after two days. (This

analysis should teke; as w&ll as meke clear
that women have to be analysed Lin tecms of

the specificity of thelr historical situstion,
randering comparisons and sxtreapoletions

From the popition of woman in sdvanced Walker, C = "women, Passss snd Influx
Control®™ (unpublished seminar paper,
WET, 1977, page 26)

Innes; D and D O'Feara = "Cless formatlion
and Ideology: the Transkel region® in
BAPE, 7

Saffiotli, H = Women in ocimty (MRP,

London, 1978. See sspecielly Elesnor
Lescock's Introduction)

capltalist countriss to those under paripharal
caplitelism ludicrous.

Josnne Yawlteh

Bsfarsnces:

Rivkert Commission. Ses Tablse 1. For further bibliogrephlcal referencas sews
Clacke, Liz mnd Jans Ngobsss = Women the other article on women in this iasus.
Without Man [(Inetitute For Black Also A lvey July 1979 = special

Aessarch, Ourban, 1972) issum on women, and the bibllography contained

tharain.

gives har an lncome of R3ID,00 par manbk)}
At times we heve nothing to sat. At btimes
then, when 1 have old porridge I mix it
with water snd give this to the children
so that they hsve sometbing in thelr

. mhomegcha®,

Often Lin boath rural and urbsn srsas the
moat desperats and poverty=stricken familiss
are thoss that have no sale providers skt mll.
The structurs of society and the family which
assignas wossn ® subordinete place, means that
theare is alwsys & men somswhers to provide
support. A man thus becomss morse tham anything
,alss an sconomic necessity — & factor which
rendecs women's attitudes towards Ehem oftan
extremely resentful and ambivalent. In
dintervald mnd other sguetter end cessttlemant
areas it is women without men who are the
road=sida llllut:. tha water cearriescs and the
prostitutes. In the rural aress it is they
who sasar dung; collesckt Firewood, are shars
croppars, atc.

In conclusieon; this paper dosas not
provide & coherent enalysls of African woman.

Marx, X = Capitsl, I (page 554)

Simkina; C = "Maasucing and Predicting
Unemployment inm South Afrlea 1960=1977T"
in Simkins, C and Duncan Clarks =

mgnt
Afrlica !Hniul:lity of Natal Press,

Pistsrmaritzburg, 1978. peges 34)

Baldwin, Alan = “"Mass Removels end
Separats Developasnt® in Journsl of
Southarn Afrlcan Stud g 152 page 5.

This oral svidence L8 drewn from my own
work in Wintecveld and also Trom that of
varlous other people doidng Fleld work.

Hare is an axample of how this process

is parcaived by the pesple involwved,

"ya laft Oelmas because we wers reluctant
ko work an the whitemean's ferm, MNow thas
CG evicted us. WNow why is the GG
interfering in the whiteman's farm? Uhen
wi Ffalled tEo move away Immediestely the
whiteman sesxed help from the government".
Agalm, "It ig slrscsdy 16 years that T I
heve besn in Winterveld., 1 ceme From =
Witbenk=Cullinan, e left ss we were told
ko mous whece other Africens wers residing.
WUe were working at & whiteman's farm, we
wers svicted by ths government and we

came to Winterveld, UWhen we were evictad

we uwara told to come to Bentoe plek st
Makanyansng®, '

FOR TABLES SEE MEXT PAGE.
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Table 3 = Employment of African Women Ln South Aflini. 1970

Sarvice workera BS 547 730 345 B15 aBa
Farm k Forsatry 588 302 B7% 958 1 460 &7
Production and Trsnaport 23 296 B85 34D 108 636
Mot Clessifiable 41 AR 418 744 260 093
Hot sconomically actlive 3 334 533 5 811 as52 # 148 DBS

Professional & Commarce 34 _EB54 B0 150 ; 114 B14

Total 4 108 988 7 797 399 11 90& 387
(From the 1970 Census)

Tables &4 = Average numbar of fulltiss Domastic Sarvants par
Wnhite Houss on the Wiwstsrsrand, in Pratoris, Intuury 19 by 1971 Incromss oo ducreser

a 71=197
S — S— —

1972 0,63 0,59 0,93
1973 0,63 0,57 0,89
1974 0,58 0,53 0,84
1975 0,54 0,52 0,75
w» drop

21=15 18 23
Figures from Simkins, C = "African Unsmploymsnt in RAural
and Urban South Africa™ Ln Simkins, C snd C Desmond (scs)
South Africen Unemploymant: @ black picture (Usvelopsant
S5tudies Aessarch Croup and Agency For Industrisl Misslion,
1%¥78. Pege B2).

:
L’

TABLE § ~Employment in the Chething Iods stry bs vhe Trasesald by sen and pepalaiion prown, lonassy 1963 and July 1977,
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labour action

Btyttsfords Van Lines: (Wynbarg, Jahannasburg)
The wntlte staff want on stcike for & Few

hours (79.05.09) in protest at tha firing of
glx fellow workers, "for allegedly being
agltatora™. The fired workers were not members
of ths workars' committes "but employses who
atood firm for thae rcights of everybody™,
mccording to Fellow workers.

The smploysss went back to work in
responsge to & call from the workers'" committes.

The police ware called in to tha strikwe.
(Post, 79.05.10)
Ninsworkers: (Cooke 2 Shaft, Aandfontein)
African wineworkera dropped meteriel hoppers
down 8 shaft on the weeksnd of the 2=3 June.
The mine's public relstions officer; WD Rows,
saldi

¥a thought production might have besn
saricusly odlsrupted, but at this stage
it looks ms though tha month's total
output will not be affected.

The workers' sction was In responss Eo
baing bBrought to ths surfece lsker than wsual,
[EE!, 79.06.04) Alsoc sse report on the TOA
go=alow in this section.

Minsworkers Unien (MWU}: A concillatlon
board could reach AD agraemEnt Gver EhE
Forfaiting of benafits by MWYU members who had
participated in the strike in Aarch. The
white miners turned down arbltration or
medistlon at the meeting late In May,

laaving & atrike ballot &s the only optlon,

On the 25th July the sxecutlive council
af the MU decided on whather to hold the
atrike ballot, but have kept the declslion

socrat wnkil leter. A commentator selid that

"a strike ballok will be & critical test aof
support for the wnion's militant leadership
following the drametic cellapse of its
illegal atrike whan most cembers returned to
work®™ (RDM, 79.07.26)

Moter Induatey: (eastern Cape) Workers
belonging to the Natlional Union of Motor
Asssmbly and Aubber Workers (the NUMARW, the
union that has been inveolwved in the Eversady

strike = see WIP,7 and 8, snd South African

Labout Bulletin, 5,1) demanded bettsr wsges
and Job security (eg,; Improved over=time pey,
ghort-times benafits, termination of contract

benefits), The union membsrs rescted to
incresges offered with shouts of "Lak's down
toola, lat's shouw we're no wesker then Ehe
woman of Eveready™, at a masting on 79.07:11.
The workers are esployed by General PMotors,
Ford and Volkswagen. Hundreds of workers have
racently been leid off by the motor induskry
in the saaktern Capw.
Framatex Mill: (New Germany) MNearly a
thousand wokares were reported to Heve welked
out In support of wage demands on 79,06.29.
They raturnsd to work an thas 2nd July after
being threatensd with dismissml - workers
aald they could not afferd to loam thalr Joba.
Thres workers were said to have been dismissso
"for belng the ringleaders of the strike”,
M Goldatein & Cor (Wynberg, Johannesburg)
131 workers smployed by thils company,; and
recrultecd From such plesces as Durbam and the
'homelend' of Quelws, were all firea aftar
asking For higher weges. They had been
efgaged 1lfn bullding hostels st the Amendel-
bult gecktlion of Rustenburg Flatinum Mines
near Thabarimbi (Stzp, 79.07.03). As migrants
thay had to immediately losve the area once
thelr passes had been algned off. 19 workers
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were sald to hawe been immediately reemployed.
25 men ptranded at the Johannesburg
station without trailn Fares wers reemployed
after nagotistions on thaelr bahalf by the
Building, Conatruction and Allied Workera'
Unian,
Set of film *Botsotsg’ (producer Ronnie Illu:l]i
Four extres were reported to have walked off
the set In protest at the R5,00 per dey thaey
were pald. (RDM, 79.06.14)
Corobrik: (Edenvale) WUorkers want on strike
after, they seld, they hed written Four letters
to managemant and getting mo ceply. Thay
returned to work on the same day after
management hed promised to "look into the
matter and do somathing about thelir pey®™.
Police had been celled in. (Pgst, 79.06.20)

Isghnical Officisle Association (TOA): Some
2 150 mambeca of the TOA at gold minas

covérad by tha Chamber of Mines wege agresment
decided to embark on & go-slow In protest at

8 10k increass [this occurred at ths end of
May). Tha gensral sscratary of tha sssociation
sald thet they would "withdraw coopsration’
until granted a 16X incresse. The membars
lnvolved were mainly hoiet drlvers end ceductlon
WOrKSCE, ]

On the 20th June Randfonteln Estates
Gold Mining Company (Witwatersrand) and Vaml
Resfs Exploratlon and Mining Company werwe
gnanted an Llnterim order in the Pretoris
Suprsms Court preventing tha TOA Troa
:nntinulng-uith ths go-slow.

In the heering 1t wes claimeo thet tha
go=slow had '...:luliu lossss of nearly
Ai=million at one mine and led to incidents
involving bBlack mineérs... Thets was also &
possibility that Lf blesck siners were kept
underground axcesslvely there could be rlots




or damsge ceused, This had alresdy hepponed”
(ROM, 79.06.20) (Ses report elsswhers in

this section en African sineworkers' actlon)
Nel's Dairy: (Victory Park, Jshsnnesburg)
This strike was reported on in the last lssue
-nr WIP. In May 11 workers who hed besn sacked
by the daicy (in & dispute over the previous
dismisssl of Tour of thelr collessgues) claimad
that LIt hmd bean pactly becauss they had
rafuassd to eccept 8 lislson committes imposed
by mmnmgement. The 13 .are all membercs

of the Sweet, Food and Allied Workers Unlan,

FManegesant replisd that Lt had been
becauss thay had inclted othar workers to
strikum, snd thet they head cefused to talk to
managemsnt sven when osked to do so. (Post,
79.05,08).

24 delry workers brought an urgent sppli-
estion Ln the Aend Suprems Court against their
employer Tor Tesr of diemissaml "after thay
supported the sstablishmant of & worka
committea” (ROM, 79.05.11}. The workers won

tha camss:

Ar Actling Justics Goldetons ruled that
the delicy employess were entliled to
spply For an Lintsrdlict sgeinst wrongful
dismissal for forming a works cosaittes.

&

=im future workera who ece Selng thoeaten=
od with dismissal Tor sngaging in tracde
union, works committes or lislson
pctivities will be sble to prevent their
unlewful dismissal®™, commented &
Johsnnesburg labour lawysr. (Star,
79.06.18)

Pracial 1 {(Johannesburg) On the 19th
June 26 Africen workers wears given a Final
prder by the Hang Supreas Court restraining
the company "from victimising thes workers by
firing them or changing their conditions of
employmant because of trade union or works
commitites sctivities" [!EQ,TH.UE.EE}

Tony Hehme (Pty) LEdr Some H5 women employed
by thia peckaging firm at the City Desp
market wors dismissed by mensgement after

‘csmanding o pay incresss. "Most of tham
had been peid betwsen A11 and R12 par week.
snd they had demended the pay riss (to R17)
to offest Incressed trensport eosts” (RDAN,
79.06.14).

On the 14th sbout 50 of the women got
thalr Jobs backs

They sventuslly docided to return aftar
fruitless negotiastiona betwsen the firm,
the Uspartment of Lebour and officiasls of
the Industrial Ald Society (IAS),

who have been reprssenting the workeras,
(RDA, 79.06.15).

st Coron ogpitals {Jnhunnllhurui.
The nuress refused to get meals at the hosplital
becaupe of the gquality of the food offered.
Tha food served Lln the dining room used
mainly by whits staff yas sald to be much
better. Ths Transveal Medicael Soclety
expresssd solidaclity with the action by the
nuraes. (RDA, 79.07.0% and D8)

T gk any: (Varseniging)

39 transport workers smployed by this Firm
wers found guilty in the meagistrate's court
in Veresniging an July 37, They had gons on
skrike for higher wagss. Ths workers had

‘bmen sarning R20,00 per week and demanded

R10,00 per wesk sxtra. Mansgesnt refused
and of fared A4,00. Mr Nel, sanager of thas
company, "adaitted that gome of the workers
(hed) not been reglstared by his company,
beacause of some passbook difficultisa®™
(Post, 79.07.18)

The workers were gpach Fined RED or &0
dly s
2ig Beng sugsr mill: (Swazilend) &4 00D
striking sugar workery stoned poliem care,
butned down sugar ceng Flelds and shouted down
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cobinet minister Bhekimpi Dlsmini sftar s pey
disput®. UYorkers were admitted to hospital
end several policessn were said to have bean
injured. About 90 workers were srrested
(Pogt, 79.07.29; Stap, 79.07.26)

A Tew days later s sspond 'riot' broke
out et the mill and slso at & citrus estata
at Thambuti., Police ware sent to the scenas.
Thin mction sleo releted to n wage clsputs
(5tsr, 79.07.31)

Fattisg sng Moniss (Caps Town) (We ere
raproducing meterial Prom s pemphlet lssusd
by the Projects Coms st wits University)

Despite ths Fact that a union existed
which repressnted theicr workers; the sanags-
mpnt of Fatils snd Monis (F&M) at Ballville
Eoukh declded te imposs & lisison committew
in their mill., uorkers wers told to chooswm
beatwsen the llslson committes snd thelr union,

‘Whils mansgesant wers in the procesa of

informing their workers of this 'choles’',
union members wars busy orgenizing = pstitlion
calling Por m minieum wages of R40 par week
{at pressnt soms workers recelve only R2J

a weak). One week prior to the strike man=
mgamsnt warned the workers that they would
have to chooss beatwsen thalr Jobs or.

thelr union.

Than, on tha 23rd April, 5 workers ware flred,
All wers union membera and thus ackive Ln
organizing the pestition. When five of thelr
collesguss reguested ressons as to why their
fellow worzers had besn Clred, they too werse
diemipsed. PMansgement subseguently claised
that the cdlsmissals wers due to retrencheent
following mechanizetion snd reorganizatlion.

Sgwventy eight other workers In this Bellville
Soukh mill, howsver, belleved thst tha ten
had besn dismissed becauss of thelr unlon
sctivitiss.

On 25th April sll 78 joined their ten Fellow
workers outsics ths fectory getss Ln protast
sgainet the sctlons 'of FAN managesent,

Eoon the Department of Labour was on the
scens and warnad ths strikers to raturn to
work or face Finos and impiisorment. Then;
a traditional atctempt Lo divide wockers;




thay ordearec that "Africen' amd '"Colourad!
workers ssparate, The workers, however,
remained united, because, as ong worksr put
it "de were all there for the sémwe purpose™.

And now, 99 days later, thay are atill thears
with the seme putpoma:

= cCesplis & management offer te re=employ
23 'Coloured' workers, nons went back and thay
remaingd united

= despite the fact that the children of two
of the strlkers have dled during the atrike
thay remain united

- deapits the fect that they now recelus
no pay from F&M, they resaln unitesd and mest
avary day Lo discusa their plans,

After a Few weasks groups started Eo comm out
in solidarity with the atrike and the boycott
of Fattis and Monis products began,

Rftar 3 months FAM made & finel offer and gave
the workers an ultimatum to spply for
reinetatemant on the condition kthat they will
forgo all previcusly esarcned bengfits and

gtart on ths bottom rung of the payscals.

Only 18 workers re-applied for jobs and 70
remaln on strike, recaiving only AR15 per week
from thelr union on which to skm out sn
axigteance.

But they remaln united, desplte msnsgement
end Dwpartment of Labour attempts to divide
them on sthnlec lines; desplte the thraat

to many of thes of being endorsed out to
"homplands', And ms bthey resmaln ynlted;
thousands have coma out inm soligarity

by boycotting Fattis and Monis products and
alding the Food and Capning lWerkers Unicon
Financially.

These groups support the workersg

UWC; Hewat Collegey Peninsuls Training
College; Sellville Technicsl Training College;
Wesbtarn Province Traders Rssociation (2 100
mambers )| SACOS (SA Council of Sport); MAFCOC
({Capas Town); 14 000 atrong Union of Teachers
Asapcaltlons of South AFfricejy Cape Teachars
orofesslonal Assocletion; Harold Cressy High
Johooly Livingstone High School; Hesthfisld
High Schoolj Grassy Park High Sghool; Spes
Aones High Schooly Labour Partyp R large Cape
Town bakery, the Siluerlesl Dakecy, has elso
suspended all purchesss of Flour From F&Mj

HET 5AC, and ower 1% clube and societles.

[t has been reporked that the Loyeott campelgn
is sporeading to the ditwatersrcand;

And boyecokt the following products:
Aecord Flour producks

Fattla Bnd Monls
ice cream cones
cokE cups
macaroni
apaghetitl
large and small shelle
ribbon noodles

Also noodlas and speghettl under the
following brand namas:

Pot o' Gold

Princess

Checkers

Fioma

Philadelphia F lour

Kosberg Rille plek maplle mesl,

This list would not include mll F&M products
on eale in the Tranavaal.

A FOCUS solely on tha Glanmars resattlesent

camp can be sdslesding., Fisstly, it cbacurs=m
squally massive ressttlemsnt schemsas in the
sastern Capas at Kelakammshosk, Seysour,
Chalusns, Peddis and stil]l sars plsces.
Sscondly, it has dangsrs in thet It can parallal
the commercial ccisle=orlented media (ssw
Sunday Pogt, 79.07.08), making sn an=geing
procsss into an unususl svent, thus indirsctly
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amd incorrectly suggeating thet conditions at
resattlement camps sre woras than at sstablished
sluss long smisting in the Bantusktans, I

Glansore Le,; hosevar; s pactlcularly
usaful ressttlemsant scheas to Focus on
beceuss Lt is Fairly wall docusented and bhe
information gives soms insights am Eo the
genaral process of sarginalisation in the
spatarn Cape. FMostk informmtion here. comea
From nedspapar cuttinga, with the Castern
Frowinos Herald giwing by far the best coverasge.
Abbrawistions of newspapers alted armm
EPH = Esstern Prowlnce Heraldj
00 = Dally Dispatshy
EF = Ewvaning Poskj
WP = Wamkend Pomtj
5P Sunday Post)

EA = Grocotk"s Maill.
Histerlcs) Weskoround.

-Glenmors is & Fers om the South Afeican
side of tha Fish River, slthough rasent
gowarnaent saps alresdy band the bordar to
fnclude it in the Ciskel. It im ocpponita a
peall ssbttlesant called Committeama Orift
= ths originsl plesss plamned in tha sarly
sswaniies to resatils & 000 residante of
Grahamatown's Finga ¥Willagwm.

Fit would ba the finest blagk kewn Ln
South Africe,” sald Koornhol In 1972. But
suvan ths Bamtu Affalzs Adalnistrestion Bosrd
was dissatisfied with the sita and Ln 1976
Glenmors whs chossn as & replscemant,

In Nowsmbar, 1577, tha Despartment of
Bantu Administrastion and Dewslopmant Informed
the Town Clark of Crahametown thet "in wiew
af tha fact that Grahasstown is leas than
S0 km sway from the Cisksl, palicy dictates
that Bantu feslliss renlding there should
sventually sove to tha homslsnds concarned®,




Although the threat of removal sppliss to all

This is becauss this specific township has
fraahold tanure deting back te the mlo-19th
century when Quesn Victoris "gava®™ Lt In

raturn Tor ssrvices rendered to the British

reapval has always first concearned tha Fate
ef FlAags Villegs, and this townehlp has now
besn declarsd s Coloursd locstion.

Racant ysara hawve seen a modiflicatlian of

and the plan is now ko build 200 new houses

fresze on housing in the townships) for
propacty ownars displaced from Fingo Willege.

In 1877, howevar, ths townehlp was
antinated to houss & 000 pecple; mostly
lodgers In shackas locstlng thesssalveas for
sconoalic ressons in Fingo Villege which is
the clessst of the thres locations to the
whits sres (20 minutes to walk).

It is now sxpected that government will
ship thess lodgers to GClenmors at soms stage.
A corrugated-iron shack town ["Silvertown®)

sowve was ‘shalved® during the nation=wilde
struggles of that ysar. Instead of Finge
Villegere, rent defaultars from the othar

townahipa, and soms local sguatters mowved

into S5ilvertown. It was from hare that

the Tlcet group of Femllies from Grehssstown

have ®"voluntarily® bean soved to GClsmmore.
Finge ﬂllllll_. navarthaless,; will have

is nmow gt Tor 7981. It will be Lmportasnt
for resistance what position im taken by the

Fingo proeparty owners and Cossunity Coungil

thres of Grehamstown's bleck townahipa; Lt hes
always besn of mcre selevances to Fingo Villege.

by tha Fingos sgalnat the Xhosss. Conssguently,

govarnasnt stance towards the Fingo Villageras,

in ths Maksnaskop location (snding m wvery long

devaloped in 1976 sa & tranalt cemp. But tha

to go somswhare; snd deadline Tor its removal

(géminated by this group). Will they ocppose
the thrast of removal in order to safeguacd
their rent incomsa, or accept baing soved to
anothsr Crahssatown location? In the psat,
whiles sloguent in rhetorie about opposing thas
removales, tws such charscters hasve bean sxpossd
sa double=deslere: one having spplisd for
shop rights at Cosmittess Orift, snd tha other
whe has alresdy sold His houss Eo & Colowced
buysE: Qugstion markg tharafors hang ousr
ths Tats of the black townahips as regards
governesnt intsntlons &nd psople's Cesponeas

Tha pressnt governsent stance is Eo sey
that Glemnmore ia nok demlghned for Grahsmstown's
African populstion, In May, 1978, Connis
Fuldar sald it weas no¥ Lntended ss & cormitory
suburbt for Grahssstown,; but "would be =
normal town incerporated Lnke the Ciskel®.

Chisf Director of tha Castern Capse
Adeinistration Board (CCAB), Mr Louis Koch,
has also @énied the Grahssstown=Glanscre
connactlion, "This was NEver the intentlon.
Glenmors will houss pwopls from sll over tha
Esastern Cape: [ balieve that msany Femilies
will go thers veluntagily. In somes cases
unasploysd squattsr fasilies will ba moved
thers:ss e want to bulld housss which will
ba sttrsctive snough £2 induce peocples e
willingly lesve thalr squattscd -sbacks to
Live thara®,
Glspeogs.

Work begen st Glansora In about Septembar
1978 conatructing 500 temporazy housss mede by
the Cilgkel Sewsills factory based st Kelskasse-
hosk. They are woodsn cwsllings with ssbesstos
roofe, and sud Fleors.

Acoording to = repert by ths projesct
snglnesr dated 78.07.26, temporary Africean
workers would be hiped to bulld ths tessporscy
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houses at & rete of AS,00 & day. The repert
alwo menticned that initially the perssmant
housss would be spesdily bullk by s big
gpontrecter, but groups of ten housas would
latar be tendered to African contractors. It
contained a rether nalve hopa that bullaing
ths temporary houses would kreain Afplcan
warkars on the Job whe could than baooms
independent contresckeces

On 78.07.01 the EPH reparted that Glsnmore
would teke 5 years te develop at a cont of
fif-alllion. Osepite nolsss sheut Irrigation
schasas and agflculturs-oriented Llnduatriss
like ecsnning, the money Ls solaly fer tha
creatisn of the. tswa, snd makes no provision
for leng=ters dewvelopmsnt. Furthsr, on
79.08,09, the EPH reportsd thst only s portion
of the R, 1=sillien to ke spent st Clenmors
over ths ysar snding Auguat 1979, had bean
spank: It gueted NoornBef as now maying in
Parlissent that RE75 127 hed besn set sslde
for thie pericd. It sppesrs then that
developmssnt is precesding slowly end at far-
reduced budgets. At ths time of writing,
the S00 tewmporsry housss ate cccupied, but
the censtruction nlf ths perssnsnt ones has not
begun. AL prasent pipss are baing leid.

Apcording to the EPH,; "A blg wark fores,
mainly unsmployed squatters from arsas like
Port Alfreesd, will b moved in withln abouk a
month to bulld 500 temporary wood and asbaatos
housss which will housse the laboursrs ssployed
in the bullding of Glsrmorsa®™. Thes town is to
have 5 00D housss and include land for
"sn slliés suburb whars plots will ba madas
eveilsbles to ownsrs on 99-ysar lsasss and
whare they may bulld housss of thalr own
cholees" The persansnt houses will, sccording
ta fir Koch (chief Director of ECAB) be built




with wiring, with individual tenants daciding
on whather or not they eanted slectrickty.
Thers would aleso ba running water; water borns
sswarage, thcem toome, & kitchen, showar and
Ilnuﬂnr toilet.

Ihs Mgw Tecgets.

The firet Africens to be threstensd with
remaval to Glenmors were 35 fasllies of tha
Kinton-on—Sss Bantu Emargency Casp which housed
about 900 peopls altogesther. Tha removals
might hawe gone unnoticed by the medis and
wider public ware it not For the Ffact that
(mistakenly) included in the 35 Familiss wars
ssvaral dossstic workers, whoss asploysrs for

moral and sconomic reassona {how

cospatiblel) complained to the prass.

A statement to the DD (79.03.30) by an
ax=Kenton resident, motlveted by the Former

raamon; ready

From what I know of the locslity (Glenmors
- guthor), s hot barren and inhospitabls
willdetnesa Tounded of ahales which yleld
scanty water from underground and Likely
brack st that, it sesms that they will
have to walt till ths Drange=Fish

schasa ls sxtanded Lo that acea bafores

tha watar becomss somathing of & sinecure.

This sxpectation has howsver bean dismissed by

Koch af thes ECAR who [as ssphatically stated
that no Drangs River water would be available

mn this is strictly for the shite populstion.
{EPH| T‘-Dﬁ-'lﬂ.h

Tha statemssnt ta the 00 contlnuesm:

Large numbers of the helpless sre balnyg
movad in 40 ten-ton trucks at very short
notice (ten days notics was gilven =
suthor) From tha Kenton=on=Ssa Bantu
Emprgancy Camp..s Tha msjority are woman,
old and young (many of them gainfully
smployed in cdomsatic smploysent at Kenton)
and thelr childran, many of whom, on a
lasssr. scales are aleo geinfully employed,
S5oms of the males who are affected may
well ba employed as gardensts and cars—
takers.ss This source of meonay for tha

maintenance of thesmaslves and their
Families will imhediately be cut of f and
aan never be replaced.®

The statemant further ssks "why has ths fata
resarvaed for the Grahametown Fingo Location
suddenly been visited an thes?® Ths snewsr
wan soon to become ocbwlous.

The Ranton location was sstablished in '
1856 and since 1963 has been declsred an
amgrgency csmp "for the purposs of accommo—
dating homeless Bantu® (GM, 79.04.01), Many
of thae resldents hawe Section 10{a) and (b)
rights. The reasdn why the location has
remnined & "tamporary" ssargency camp s
becsuas it stands in the way of thes white
KEsnton, This factor, howswar; was not tha
cause of the thrsatensd resoval since not all
Families sre affeagted, and tha Locatisn will
probably remasin whers Lt Is For quite soms
tioe yat.

The astionals for the removals was
sxplained by an CCAB efficisl in 1978 who
sald that the move was intended to ceduce’ the
black Nenton population "to the bareat
minimus necessary fFor the labour needa of
Kentan and Bushmsan's Rivar®™,

To do this howsusc, required ths dastrust-
lon of snothsr black settlesmsent in tha sres,
a squatter cemp of 1 200 people, mt the Klip-
fontein fars scross tha river from Kenton.

Ag the Bleck Sssh pointed out, the 35 Kenton
familiss to Bs removed had been "sslectsd
from tha Kenton ssargency camp residants to
make way Tor an squal number of fortunately
smployed tesidents presently living at
Klipfontein." (EPH, 79.03,31),

An ECAE spokessan sxplalned of tha
Klipfontein squattears, "It was plasnned to
remove only the unproductive and unesployed
aquattars to Glenmors. Unesployed people would
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aleso be moved: The tesalning eeployed
sgumttares Tamllies would then move the
{Kenton = author) camp®™, (EPH, 79.04,02).
The plan wam thus to cospletaly clear
Elipfontein, tranafac 35 families of woCkers
to Kenton (most, if not wll, wers municlpal
smaploysas living st Klipfontein), and shunt
the "surplus populsation™ In both arsas to
Glenmors. An ECAE man, whoss sdministration
board covers 1,5=million Africans, put it
vary mormlly, "We have @ responeibility to
tha parsanant Afrlcan population which As
indispansable for our sconomy.™ [EFH. 79,04,03)

Kljprontein?

Elipfontein's origine,; which wnfolded bit
by bit through the medls, halp explain why it
was In line For destrucklon. Some of the
residents mowed thars 30 yesars sgs, when they
rented land fram tha ownars (Colouresd peopls).
At presant no sguattesra there pay cent and ane
blg objection to Gleneors weas the Ffact that
renta there would be RE,11 & month in the
EgspoTary houses. The other sguettsts ars
falrly recamt arcivals,; but the whole
comsunity wes falrly cohesive, and & schoal
functioned thers, The new arrivals cams from
warious sources:

4« It has always baen a practlce amangst
Emstern Caps Tarsars to turf o thae Farms,
ceatired workers whosa children have mot hung
around to take over from their parents their
Jobs, This, of coutss; is quite logicaly tha
farmers fesl chested for having paid te
reproduce their labourers &nd thalr replacemants
and losing out on the latter: Ceupled with
this tradition has been the sffact of the slump
on ths chlcory crop = & major sastern Cape

product. In February this ysar, Tor sxsspls,



tha mansger of the Chicory Control PBoard
informed Tarmscs thet thers weas a surplus of
15,4=-million kg on the current crep which would
supply 70% of tha 1980 demand, This meant
that only 4-millisn kg would be nesded froas
‘tha 1979/80 crop - st the most 8-silllon kg.
Cutbacks in production are swelling the
numbers of svicted fars labour Ffsmilies.

Thras femiliss sguatting on ths Kenton rubblash
dusp, Tor exssple, wers svicted and dumpwed
thers, shan ths farm on which thay lived
changed hands.

+ Workers sttracted by work on the cosstal
rosd remained 1n the ares after the Job was
completed.

Tha sguattars st Klipfontain Lt seems had
an smbivelsnt naturs Tor whits Faraing
intarests: On the ans hand thay ssrved as &
nearby pool from which to tep ssascnsl labour
en the chicory snd pinespple fielde, without
farssrs having to teske on ths perssnent
raproduction of this lsbsur. Instedd;
sguatters at Klipfontelin maintsined thsssslves
through seascnal shifting ssployment in
domsstic labour, and ssall-gcals sgriculture.
On the other hand, it sessms to have Dean this
latter sspect which irked Farmers who complsined
that "valuable grazing laend was being destroyed
by stock kept by mors than 1 000 sgustters®
(EPH, 79.04.02).

Squatters wers further sccused of
traspssslng on whikts Farms for water end
flrewosod, snd eere probably mlso lﬂrqlqu 1?
patty thaft from thes. Thass grisvences by
local white farmers wers contributing factors
landing to Klipfonktain hﬁinq first Ln line
for resoval., Othar FTactors menticoed Lm the
prass included the desire of the Alsxandds

town council to use Klipfontaln For & Coloured

townahipy that the Coloured people wers being
terroriesd by African sguatters snd wented
help {source - the Nat MPC for Albany), and,
of courss, thes sllegation that the settlesant
wis 8 healkh hazard.

All this could havae besn sorted out without

®"public®™ fuss, had ECAS not erred in thraat=
aning not only the unsmployed with remowsl,
but soms of tha local labour force too. The
preblem, howsver, wam scon resolved Frosm thias
point of wiww, when ECAE snnounced that thoss
facing removal st Kenton and at Klipfontein
who could prove regis tered ssployssnt would
not have to move to Glemmors,

In the light of this clear working out
of cleas interwsts, contrast an sction group
formed in Grahamstown at tha time of largaly
liberal sceadesice. The group,; slthough it
did much to publicies the resovels; ressinesd
sftiraly within & libersl iceslist paradigs;
seding ths resovals ss the working out of
bigoted recisl Lldeclogy: Tha group's
psrssount sencern wes, of courss, with the
"irratlionelity" uﬁ the move and sepeclally
with ths thrasts to ssploysd pesopls.

Ihe resovals gat under way.

At Kenton, where 180 smploysesa are
reglatered with the Adeinistration Board; the
community sppearsd spllit betwsen stayers ang
leavers. As polintsd out ssrlisr; seny have
Section 10 righte, including soms aof thoss
threstenad wilth resowvel.

Thoss affectad by the remeoval resceived

hendyritien notices deted 79.03.22 that thay
wirs to be moved, and that thalr slita permits

wers cencelled. "Teks notlice that you snd your

Family ars being moved to Glenmors, district
Peaddie: The move takes plece froe April 2,
1979%, resd the notlcs,
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One man who received s notice is & blind
penaionsr who has lived st Kanton since 1956,
working For one employer for 15 ysars. Two
othar psngloners told to move sald thay
¢id not want to, snd = numbsr of resldents
paid thay would refuse to board the trucks.

A Gf=yanr 0ld womsn who had lived thers for
25 years mald "Thay mske ua work like donkeys
and then thesy throw us owt.® (DD, 79.04,03)
Tha Black Sash becema Involwed at thia
peint and considered a csurt ordar on tha
grounds that Kenton 'resavess' had received
III; than 14 days notlce. The Sesh sald that
35 Ffemiliss in Kenton werm &ffected; though
ECAEB aala tha number was 17. Tha Sash saw
the removals as the start of & processs which
would affect up ta 10 008 peopls in the
ssstern Cepe, the Kenton remcvals involving
350 individuvale: Thess individuale wears "the
oldy disabled, unfit, usspleyed and their
dependents and thelir feailiss.® Next on tha
liat,; said the Sash, wers 1 200 peopls st

Klipfontein snd then fesilies Froe Bathurat

and Port Alfred.

Tha ECAB has always claimsd that thoss
maved to Glenmore would Fors the workforcs
there to bulld the reat of the townahip,
Reporting the Sash's statessnt, the £PH
reads "Contrary te official sssursnces,
it sppsared that & large mmbar of thess
retired peopls to be ressttled st Clsnaors
would be unable to ssrve ma the professed
labour contingent in the construction of
further houses in site™ (79.03.31). As it
heppena, the workforce wlll probably be
mainly those workers wha bullt tha tesporary
housing. In any avent, it i» scmewhat strange
that sguattere were moved into tempprary
housing, if the plen ils really to provide



parmenent dwsllinge.

Finally, ths Sash noted that besceuse
Glanmors was not in the Ciskel, ths rescval
could not sven be Justified in teras of &
Egrand sparthaid plan®, This argusant carrles
1ittls weight, howsver, and the Ciskeisn
Chiaf RMinlaster; Sebea; has sgresd to Llncorpocate
Glarmora, provided 1t becomess a "medel town®™,
wiiatever that say ssan., Seba did stipulate;
howsver, that sgricultursl prejects should
bs setablished bafors ressttlessnt of people
snd that waker supply Prom the Flah River
bs guarantead.

when the first sattlers arrived in Glenmors

tha Following week, nelithsr af thess conditlons
wara makt,; not to mentlion ths nor=axistence

-

of permament housing with pilpsd water snd
indoor tollstm.

Deaplits all the peslitive medis reportas
asbout ths proposad sxpsnditurs and five-yesr
dewslopmant plan Tor Glenmors, whan thess
sattlars arrived things ware rathar less
glossy. Thera was ne new terred coesd, despite
the sarlisr repart in GM that "All saln rosds
and bus routes will ba tarred, and LFf snaugh
manay is left over the stesspesr rosds will
alse raceive tarring sttention in cass of
srosion problems.” (78.09.01). There were no
clinice or sheps; slthough an African Ciskelan
shepkseper was latsr given tesporary fscilities,
and tws hewkers wers allowad to opsratas.
Maturally, there wers nao public telsphones or
slectriclty. Tha only trensporct is an
cccasional reilweys bus which costs R1,B0
raturn to Grehamatown.

What was the positlon at Xlipfontsin?
Sguatters thare had s history of Flghting
removal through the courte. Im 1976; 1861
wers teld to move, but ware sllowsd to resain

after s successful court cese. Charged

with 1llegal squatting in March lest year,
charges were deferred on the grounds thii
there wes no slternative housing swvallabla.
Koch of ECAB smid that the charges against the
173 ware ceferred at the time, pending thair
ramoval to Glsnmors (an interesting

pointer to the long—term stzatsgy of ECAB).
Those who woved to Glensors, he said, would
not ba charged.

The Klipfontein sguattacs received no
uritten notice, but wers inforsso by a
sergeant that they would be moved in 1 week,
Ag part of tha pressure put on ths sgusttesrs
to move, ths school was clossd ang tsschsrs
(ang pension paymsnts) transferred to Glesnmors,
A pansioner at Klipfontein sald "If thay want
to taks off the roof they will do it themsslves.
If they try to Force us to leave, wa will
telephons oub lswyers®™ (DD, 79.04.02).

ECAE's rasponas to this was that 1T

Klipféntain people reslisted removal they would
be prosscuted. “As Tar as we are concerned

thars has besn the necessary consultation
ower ths move, We met them mnd so did the
Ciskal Minimter of tha Inteclor, Chisf Lant
FMagoma,; Tha Klipfontein peopls Lndicatsd
they were in favour of the mowe®™ (DD, 79.04.02).
It was lats reportad that the head of tha
Kanton police had salsc been pressnt at this
peccaslon, and sleo that Magoms denisd that
Klipfontsin sgustters wantsd to move. What
is interssting hare is that some Klipfenteln
raaldents wers indesd ‘consultesd sbout the
rangval snd taken to wisit = net Glanmors =
but ths nasrby prestiglous Tysfu sgricultural
project, = politicel showplisce sn irzrigated
land,
Bafore gelng inte the sctusl removals,

page 51

for historicel record purposes 1t Ls worth
racording tha comments of the ex=-MP for
Albany,; Mr BLill Descon; of various Femes;
besides baing an sast Caps Tarssr, snd now
Town Clepk It- Buahman's River. “Although ha
felt sorcy for people being mowed without
being given any cholce,; ha felt the rescwval

of Klipfontsin sguattsrs wes & good thing.
'Tha sattlemsant constitutsd s health hazard

to bath ite occupmnts and to whites in the
vicinity"™, Desscon further confirmed that
ragiatersd aaployses From Klipfonteln would ne
longer hawe to go to Glenmors but would replace

the usssploysd who would be moved out af
Kuntan,

-Ihe _gssovaly bBygin.

Followlng outery by verlous sectors,; and Eha
nasd to check Af vnragistesced put atill ssploy=

#d workers wars Included In the Temilies to bae
reamsved, ths Kenton resovels wers tesporacily
halted after PFP repressntations to Noornhof .
Tha Klipfontsin removals were, hawsver,
to go shesd, -

Koch of ECAE aaid that 1T anyons reTused
te board the trucks, thsy would not bs forced

. 8nd would net be trested in an wundignifisd

fashion. "Thers wers other ways of dealing
with thess thinga™, thea EPH reporcted him as
ll?lni-{TI.El.ﬂJ}. Hes was probably referring,
inter mlis; to tha chazrges defarred From the -
ysar bafore.

At this stags, beth Glenmers and Klip=
Fontein wers sssled From the press. Pallce
sald they received s reguest from ons of tha
Coloursd usufructusries of the land not to
#llow reporters on tha farm,; and the man
when Interviswsd confirsed this. (There are
4 ypufructusries on }hl farm, one of whom
doas not mind the squattsrs, whe ars largely
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on his ssctlon of 1t. It wes one of the
others who banned reporters.) Tha Chisf
Plural Affairs Commisslonar of the maatern
Cspe, when ssked sbout thes press bene, sald
"Thare Ls nothing to hide™, but bhs did not
went photographa taken becauss thard “"weas too
much intesrference at that stege®. (DD
79.04.04 ).

Ksarnhef ; sccording to the PFP, had
instructed ECAB to only sove pssple willing
to ta moved from Klipfentein. Reports that
sunrged howewer peinted & differsnt plokure.
Squatters claised that officisls and pollica
had threstsned to bulldoze houssa of thowes
who did net went ta go. Thay sald that weasn
had stood by wesping sa thelr haussl wWETE
dissantled; and ons woman, the Temily Bresd=
winner as & reglstersd ssployss at Bushsan's
River srrived to Find har hoss levelled and
her Ffamily gonm. (w9, 70.04.07). Squsttsrs
further clalasd that Iin st lasst alx cEass
people had te sgres to board trucke when,
despits opposition; thalr Purnituze was
removed from thelr houses snd losded onte
trucks. They wars told thay would not be ablae
to gat Eransport later ko whers their
furniturs weas going.

ECAE"s responas to thase allegatlona
was Tirstly that they had no bullddzers, and
by isplication couldn't thrssten te bulldoxe
housssl The regilonsl sansger ssid that soms
peopls who sald tha day befors they dld not
want to move; hed "changad thelr minds when
the facilities st Glensors wars sxplained®,

"All wa used was pErsusalon,”™ ha sald.

"How slx whitea cen force 1 400 pedple to board
trucks is beyond me. If we had trled that
thares would heve besn incidents and 1 sasurs
you there wars na Lncidents yestsrday."

—

(EPH, 79.04.05).
Lsgel bsttles.

The besis For state sviction st Klip=
fonteln wes an order From an Alaxandris
sagistrats agalnat 150 pecple, on tha grounds
that the ssttlesent wes & haalth haxard. On
the First dey of the removals 200 sguattars
sst an attorney to diecsss getting » court
ordar preventing tha resovals. The bid
schisved s temporary helt when CCAB undertook
to suspend resovals untlil the cass wad settled,
Tha sguatters® cases Testad on the argument
that the svictlon orders wers Lrregulsr and
should be declered invaelid,

In an affidavit bafora ths courk, &
Klipfonteln reslident aald ha wes chalramsn of
5 committes repressnting sll the femiliss on
tha farm, He denied that tha remavals wers
waluntery, and slss sald the FTesilies hed the
conaent af the swier to Live thers = & Feck
confirmed lster in court by ome of the Teur
usufructusries. Counsel for the sguatters

"argued that the way things wers handled wes

s clasr sraslen of ths rights of the sguettars
ts thelr right of neties snd thalr right ta
proatest,

By this stage; howsver; aas an ECAS8
spobpanan aeld in court, §6 oukt of 180
Klipfontein families had srrived st GClenmors
alrasdy. This was confirssd the Followilng
day by the Oeputy Ministsr of Plural Relstiona
and Development {Vosloo) when he wvisited
Glamnmore snd hed what he described =a
Prrultful talke™ with tha Ffull Clskeisn Cabinat
sbout resovals to Glansors. According to WP
79.04.07; what smerged From the sesting waa
an agreasant that CCAB afflcisles would have to
get lettera of consant from Kiipfenteln
sguatters bafors thalr resoval. 1%t guoked
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Ssba as saylng, e have had sbough of this
phrassclogy sbout "voluntsry' resovels. MNow
we Llnaist that officisle have » letter of
congent beTors sguatters" posssasions ars
removed.® This "grest wvictery', however,
ssrved asfely to sdd legitimscy te ths remowals,
and lndicatas the sxtent te which the Cisksiasn
govarnmsnt had resnagad on its sarliesr
stipulstions sbeut sccepting Clammors inte the
LClukel,

By T#.04,09, it wams reported in tha EP
that 125 feailies hed besn seved. On the
fallowing Say, the DD reportad Yhak slnes the
stimrt of the ceurt case, 50 families had shiftsd
voluntarily te Glensors ralsing the pepulstisn
theare te 148 Femiliss: Laft st Klipfentain
wars 30 femiliss hesded by registsred werkers,
schedulesd for Nenten, and 20 Femilles who
refused to move to Glenmsere. On 79.04,.12,
the day the court cese regumed, GM reperted
that 1805 femilies wers at Glessers) 5 of
which ward Tscently swistesd from Tarms, snd
155 from Klipfontein, It saic thers wers 12
realsting fesilies still st Klipfomstein, snd
20 waiting @ go to Kenten, The paper sdded
that six Eeschers wers running the scheal at
Clemsore, &nd that "s musbar® of sguatisrs
wars alraady working thers.

Whan the court cass resused, ths rssovals
stopped wiven the Supress Court sst ll.i.ﬂ an
sllegedly irregular aviction order snd
oerdered the magletrates who Lssusd it
te pay part of ths costs of tha spplication,
The state’'s case was to argue that legislation
pravented the courts Froa issuing interdicts
to halt svictions. The Supress Court, howaver,
sald that what was at stsks was not an intar=
diet to halt evictions, but whathar ths svictisn
erder had besn Leesgular or nak,
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The sguettecs' lawyer saild after tha cass
that femiliss alrsady at Glensore were fres to
eaturn to Klipfontsin, but sdded that there
wea nothing to prevent officials From making
sn application for anothar svicktisn ocder.

Mot surprisingly, this latter is what happesned.
The charges undsr the Pravention =f Illegal
Squatting Act deferred Trom the previous ysar
wers threatansd sgalnat tham LT they would

not mowe. At tha sass time, thoss

sguattars who hed moved had chacges withdrawn.
Fesnwhiles; & new hvelopment had taken
plece, howaver, aince the sstting salde of the
wviction crder, when 17 familiss scheduled
for Kenton joined with the 11 rsmsaining
familiss reslsting Glenmores removal, in
All 25 Temilisma
wers axpectad to sppeasr in court on T¥.05.02.
CCAB atrategy smemed, howsvar, to be to charge
squatters ons st = time, in order to minisles
bad publiclity, snd slsa to crests s demonstra=
tion affect on remaining squetters Torcing them
to leaave withouk the publiclity of a court
case.

rafuslng to lesws Klipfentaln,

On June B, Lt wem ceported, howsver,
that = sguatter svictsd to Glesnmors In April
had soved back ta Klipfontaln. ™Glenmors
is ot & heppy place. Thay cen shoot ma i
they want, but I won't go back., 1'd cather
diw.™

The flrst court cese, howsver, wes Aot on
ths besla of the previous year's cbarges but
under = mors watesrtight Act. Thus on 79.05.02;
a 78=ysar old resident was Tound to bw living
an the fare illegally becauss hs wes not a ‘
bona Fide reglsteped fulltisy worker on tha
Farm; and nor did he have permliasion From the
Departssnt of Flural Relstions to be tharw.
The msn was sentenced undar thes Bantu Trust
snd Lend Ack to s Fine of R90 or 100 dayas,

suspandad Ffor thres yesrs, snd was orcdered to
laave Klipfontelin befors Juna 2. Evidence Ln
this trial was that ha hed lived at Klipfon-
tmin for 29 years, &nd hed worked part time

for one of the usufructusries of the lend.
Tha stats's regueat for sn order theat he ba
moved to Glensore was not granted st the time
whan tha sccussd seld he did not want to go
thers. But whils sppesling lster sgainst his
convigklon snd ssntesnce,; & warrant Tor hias
removal to Glensors was lssusd on 79.06.06 by
@ Bushman's River magistrate = before the
sppeEl had ween tewn hestd Ln Lthe Supreee
Courk,

On 79.05.19; ths sgusttsrs wers ssrved

notice of en spplicetion to an Alsxendria
aagletrata for thelr svictlon under ths

Prevention of Illegel Squatting Act which
provides that sgusttars may ba moved Tros an
aras 1f the haslth or safety of the public is
sndengarsd. On the ssas day this notice waas
aarvad; 10 sguatters were Fined Ffor tcespeasing
an Klipfonteln,; and pald sdmission of guilt
fines., Tha trisl took plece on the 23rd; wharce
the applicetion was dismissed by the saglatrats
who sald that svidence did nokt sllow for
Finding thet KlipFfontsin posed s heslth
hazecd.:. Counsal Ffor the sgueatiercs sccused
tha Alexandria police stetlion comsander of
misglesding the megletrats by seylng that
KElipfantsin had no water For domestlc uss,
that thers wers no sanitary fecilitiss, and
that crims was pravalent theare.

ECAE's responss was to use thes Bentu
Trust and Lend Ackt sgain, On 79,.08.08 another

Klipfontein sguaktter, sged 34, and macrlied
with two children, was Found to bs Lliving
illegally on tha farm, fined R100 (or 20

* daya) snd ordered to leave within = month.

page 53

At the trisl, it smearged thet the sccussd

was s registersd smployss of a Kenton bullding
contractaf. According te this employar,

whan people from Klipfentein wers moved to
Glenmors, he got the Board to make land at
Kenton evailable for his workers:. "Howswver,
Hiemls hed besn influsnced to stay on the
KlipFfontein Fara,™ he wes reported as asylng,
Bors removals.

The foecus on Kenton and Klipfontein resovals
head, howaver, ocbescured what was heppening im
different pacrtes of the sastern Cape whars
bthear peopls waTw® Blst being soved o Llenmore,
It smsrged that ECAEB hed & Talrly well worked
out mnd comprehanaive plan te rild the sastern
Copa of as many "scongmically insctive'

people as posnlble. On 79,04,74; Koch
canfirasd that ECAB was focussing on Cosge
aguattears (sbeut 50 familiss), and notices of
camoval w8re ssfved on 27 Temilies at the
Hilleide location nesr Fort Besufort; and
families at Hlduiidllft. He sdded that CCAB
would be consldering ®a& nusber of d-pp-|;|u
arsas in the Eastarn Caps in turn and sxasining

; the living conditiona of bleck sguattacs snd

the “ﬂ-.Pl“F.d.t {HF. T9:.04,74%. Koech is also
en record for prohiblting sn unssploymsnt '
survey in Grahssstown's townshipe.

It wia later reported that the squatters
an ths Fort Bssufort cosmonage would not be
moved ko Glenmors; but rathsr Eo "new sltes
s short distances sway In the Ciskel and In
townships closs to Fort Besufort® (EPH,
V9,04,19)s = very vagus slternative.

At any rats, the EP reported that 30
squatter Temiliss living in ths Colchestsr
arsas neat Port Elizebeth on private landg
“in unsatlefectery conditions™ had given their
consant to be moved {15.ua.1;}. The neidspapers



tha following day said 20 of 32 Ffamiliss had
slrandy Besn moved. On the 79:04.23; tha
ECAR maid Lt would begin removing 180 fasilies
from Cowga, whars 100 had signad that they
wars willing to mowe, 15 had refussd, snd “tha
"raat had not besn contacted yet". Illustrating
glass intsrests similar to thoss in the
Kenton=KLipfontain ramoveals, it wes reportid
from Colchsstsr that thes owner of one of the
properties sguatters were on, wanted to bulld
s sokel thare, while & whits resident of the
Colehastsr villege complained that the
resgval would cost many ssployers,; including
himsnlf; thalr sszvants.
By 79.04.21, the EPH could repart that
300 familiss had besn msoved to Glanmors,
sltheugh 50 were keen te ceturn to Klipfentsin,
following the sstting seide of thelir ewiction
notices en T9.04,12, sven if they had to Tace
progscution sgein. It wes alass repartsd that
10 familiss at Thernhill in Alsxsndris wers
soved to Glenwers on 79.04,.20. Articles
datad 79.04.24 sald that 10 Ffamilies in
Grahamstown agreed to be shifted. Finally by
the 79.04.25, Lt was annsunced that 489 Fesilless
wers at GClenmera, and sn ECABR officlal amid
that "axcept for s few stregglers®, all
removals wnder the current operation would
caaa®: "He sxplained that nearly all the 500
temporary housss built st Glemmors wers full
and lerge-scala squstter resewala could only
begin whan ths first permanent Glensers homss

cass on line - still soms tims in ths futurs,”
read the EP (79.04.25).

Rasidents et Gleanmors later sald soes of
them did met know what thesy weres dolng when
thay signed conssnts to remeval, A BD=ysar
old man sald he put his FTingerprint on & plecs
of papar, but did not know what it was. PFP

AP Lorimer who visited Glenmore, waskly said
that if thears wears furthar solid proofs basices
affidavits thet rescvals were involuntary, he
would pressnt thes to the Minlster; whom ha
thought weuld ba sngEY.

One group of sguattars not resoved warce
A0 Ahodes Unlversity atudents wha stapad a
aymbalic protast by srecting & mock sguattar
camp in the University guadrangle. Cesped in
colourful tenta,; with lescreams Ln hand; tha
student squatters said they wanted to Fecus
attantion on the removals and guestion the
relavance of Seuth Africen sducatisn in
dealing with such prebless. The sne night
sgust sndad in an open sair mesting sttended by
about 400 students, A countsr demsonatestlion
skt tha time was put on by Fiwe lew students
wha, in boatars and striped blazers, pleyed
bowls on the lewn end reclined Ln deckchalrs
sipplng tes brought by an obessgulous AFrLiean
in white glothing. One student later sald ha
was trying to show how good colonisliss wea.
Lenditjony st Glensors.

On the T9,04.12;, Journalists wers taksn
on an official tour of Clensora, A senlor ECAB
efficial trenslsted that teo woman LIntarviswed
were wery heppy at Glammere. HKech cesssntad
"ie baliswve that in meving the sguattsras here
we have sucesaded in bringing dignity te the
livea of people who have besn living
in very unfavourable conditions.® (EPH,
79.04,13),

Glermors residents certainly did not mll
sgres; Seversl clsimed that whthout jobs or
crops, soms femilies wers atsrving. Only sbaut
30 man had Jjobs st that stegs, A nusbar
dagscribad how they had sarned sonsy hosimg
ghicery on farss near Klipfontsin, but wers
now "asking and borrowing™. FResidents also
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said that the wster was ssking peopls 111,
Thers wers complaints of diarrhass, vomiting
and bleody stools, end sbout pustulss en
childran.

Aenswed claims of hunger later ssscged
sgain snd residents sald no rations wars
being issued. Soms parsnts complained that
chlldren had swellen fest and stomechs. A
spokssman fer the clinic seid that ne residents

- had complained thers sbout hunger, snd that

thers was only ohe cems of kwashiorkor, but
it wes chronic and coulen't have started (eieg)
&t Glenmore. Lerimer alesw ssid he had gathersd
from officials that the health of the pespls
was ressonable,

There ware now 2 500 pesple at Glesmsers
‘and only 60 jobs st A3 a day. It was report-
sd that enly 10% of 507 man who ssked for
work wars given jeba.

. A survey done by s GCrehssstown acadesic,
writtem up en 79.08.16, Found that in 25
houssholds thers were 30 work-ssekers, but
only one case of a femily sssber ssploysd at
Glermors. It aleo found that the avarsge

«imgome of 25 houdssholes had Fallsn Trea RED

s month to R27 a month, and that ssveral
housshelds had no cesh incoms at ell.

The Fall in Lincome, said the repect, was
mainly becauss wesan who worked part—time had
lost their sources of incoss, whils men had
slso lest ssployment and were having to migrate.
Recruitasnt for migrent labsur for Part
Elizabath had besn significest in June, but
wsges wsuld leave littles for unekiliwd werkers
ta send/bring "homa®. Intersetingly, tha
repert noted that some fesiliss whers a
ssaber had found smployment im Glanmors with
ECAD ware better off than bafers. At sn
Amglican synod at this time, ths archdescon




of Mdentsans sald that soma peopls wars
patiafind st Gleanmore,; and sald they hed lived
undsr worss conditions on fares.

The scademic survey report sdded that
many femlliss had coms Trom rural aress whars
thay had supplsssnted their incoms with live=
stook and crops, #nd some had lived entirely
by this. It should bs added that sarllier
reports in the nevepapers ssld that stock
desths at Clenmory wars aversging twe s day,
from sating tha cesdly tulp plant; cosson
in berren arsas. On 79.08:18 it was reported
that 25 ef the 100 cattls had diesd, =nd
officialdom had rulsd sut coespesnaation.

Settled sgusttsras began to cultivats
gardens st Glensere but it wes reported that
thea srchdescon of FAdantasns, sentionsd sbowve,
noted that tha chisf at Glenmore was not in
syspathy with s church agricultursl project on
neathy lend snd accusad chisfa in genaral of
gresd, & lying nature end posasssivensss.

Mors reporta of begging ceme in; and tha
survay report manticnsd sbove said that
neighbours wars shering what they had, Rations
ward providead Lm the Flret Fes days, but
drisd up to small portions of ssalis ssal
for only s few beneflicliariss. Somsa of tha
240 old sge panaipners, it wes reported in
the sutvey; hed obtained gredit; while soms
had t& travel ko thalr old homss to collesct
psnalons. This perallaled the 200km round
trip that aix Klipfontain residents had had to
make ot & comt of RES ko colleat Lthelr
pengions (R45 every two months ) which wers ]
belng psid out at Glesnmors (79.06.00),

At ths time when the Clanmsors population
reachad 3 D00, resldents began to complain of
the cald, lst in by gaps batwsan the ssbsatos
toofs snd the tops of the walle., The total

af sll thase conditlens meterislised on 79.06.07
whan nawespapsrs reported that thars had bean

11 daaths at Glenmers, 9 being childran, who
had disd of gastro—anteritias, kidney Inflamme-—
tion; kwsshlorkeor; end bronchial pneuscnias.

ECAE |emadiately seld that ths dastha
could mlge have ocourrsd at Klipfontsin (this
claghss with the officlal statssents to
Lorimer that ths haslth of ths psople was
ressonables on 79,05.10). They further
sald that the desths were not the responsibllity
of the Deapartaent of Co=ocperstion and Dewelop-
mpnt, bukt of ths Department of Heslth and thas
Districk Surgedn. The PFP's resction weas that
thay ware lnvestigating whathesr tha dssths
wore alarmingl Thay had "no way of knowing
whather the desths are usual For this typs
of rursl gommunity™., (If it's the nors, it's
Ok - suthor) Ths Black Ssah, howsvar, sald
ths deathe wers the price of ressttlesent.

The rasponse of the scsdemic committes
in Grashasstown, the GClenmors Actlion Group, wes
to organlew tha World Vielen religlous group
to spansay 2 000 kg of Ffood smch wesk for
four weesks; to be distributed to 200 Glansors
Femilios.

Tha yhite faresrs' sssocistion Ln the
Glanmors sfes than began to react, ssking for
Glersors to be movad to Victoris Esst. Koch
of ECAS rescted in Pontius Pllata Tashion,
saying, "If you want the site changed you
sust sct mow. I've no sutherity to changs the
slte, ['w Just the Governsent's sgent, But
if you hope to schiswve this you must not
delay®, [EPH, T79.08.18). A spokesman For Ehs
farmacs seld thay had recelved littls
information on the cessttlement but now under=
stood that "Glenmore haas becoms Indirsctly =
gumping ground for psople removed From other
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problem (sle = suthor) areas.™ Ancther
alternative wes than suggestsd in tha preass
by # Rhodes Agricultursl Economics scedemic
whos® recomssndatlona; LT isplemanted; would
haved rid tha Glensors Farssra of othar
Fereece' probleas they hed inherited. He
noted that Farssrs north of Grahasatown
nasded casual labour to work Jeintesd csctuas,
whil® to thea south ssssonal workers wars
neaded to plck chicory and pick pilnespples.
His snawsr then was to proposs Greohsmstown as
Sghe battear ceantee From which te dreaw
ssasonsl workers. In sy opinion Glanmore

is Juskt not.® For obvious ressons, tha atste
howdvar prefers rural to urben sluss asnd it
is wrilikely Glemsore will be soved. OF
intérest te nots les that desplts thairp
raluctance to sccept Clensors; local Tarsaers

are banavelently offering ssployment to soas
unsaployed at tha town. Onae particular Farmer
was particularly snnoyed becsuss he could
gat only 20 ef SO vecancies fTilled st Glemmeors
for & Job which involved picking cabbages at
2c & kg for & V10=-hour day (which st msoat could
sarn workers R1,20 & day), and which alaso
inyalved starting st OShO0 in the middle of
winker.

(This latter incident predictably led te
a great argumsnt on the liberal Glemmors
Actlien Group committes. Some (Llibaral)
assbers argued that the food hesndouts organisad
by thes wers msking Glanmors residents lazy
snd choomy).
Mg gonclusion.

dhan tha full-scals removels will begin
profsbly awsits ths srsction of ths rest of
the town, which te dats has hardly got under
way. Indigstions are, howsver, that CCAR has
s long=term removsl plan, and the chop will




probebly Fall First on thoss aress whers class
intsrssts dewmand removal, whers resistance

is lowsat,; whers remowvels cen procesd An
ralative sscracy.

In & surprisingly lnsightful festurs
.Irllﬂll in ths EPH, datsd 79.06.08, sn
historical sxplanation of sgquatting wes given
in teras of tha South Africen politicel
scanasy and lta corcesponding leglslation.

The srticle gquoted a 1967 governsent directive
which resdi

It is Govermment poliey that Banku ars
only tssporacily realdent In Curocpean
srens of tha Republic Tor as long aas

thay offer thelr labsur there. As soof
as they becoms no longer Flt For work

or superflucus In the labour market they
ars sxpected te reburn to kthelr country
of origin or te tha territary or national
unit whare thay Tit Ln sthnically.

Tha article notesd Flnally thet "unproductive
Bentu' Include the sged, unfit, widows, Tarm
workars who becess superfluous mnd sguatters.
With the current systas of production and
class relstions_ Lin South Africas 1979, this
is likwly to be the Ffuturs patitesrn of tha
sastarn Cmpa.

CONSCIOUSHESS,
STRUGEAE lll'il.lllsﬁsl'
PERIODIGALS IN SOUTH
AFRIGA

THE ISSUL in left=1liberal debates ambaut tha
English=Llenguages presa in South Africe is
usually whether this ssdis legitimisss the
ayatam, of whather Lt scts ss = watchdog.
At & baslc level, thess oppoasing viswa
have cartaln uses, but thair "sithar/or®

gharactar; snd the veguensas of worde Like
legitimlper and syatesn; sarve to lisit rather
than asdvence whdectabtanding. And it la an L=
depth understanding which is requirsd For
snalysing English publications aimed st &
bleck sudisnce. It Ly hars that speciflie
questions of sxactly what is being opposad,
what Ls baing legltimiged, end from what
stendpolnt, sll ralss thamssslves moast Tarce=
Fullys

This articles, howawver, is not sn in=
depth snalysis of the "bleck' medis. It is
only & brlef Quide o, and reviews of ; socms
blesck pericdicsles. It raises;. neverthalass,
soms issums msbout tha theoretlcal and pelitical
significsnces of thess jJournsls. If sscurlty
trials point te mspects of reslstence Ln
A, then black periodicals ars indlcators of
soms counter-strategles of atsts and capital
for managing the confliet. Im general, snd
betwasn them, black periodicals reflect in
microcosm the struggles for the consclousnses
of ths masses: atruggls yaged at
this historicsl Jjuncture which hes ssveral
important Festuresi

1) Ths Firat sspsct of tha pressnt conjuncturs
is the nebulocusness left by the banning of
bleck consclousnsss s orgeniaswed ldeologys

Cut short Ln L1%ts orgenissd developmant,

blesck gonspeiousnsss = precissly bescesuse of

its pekity bourgeols origine and major streas
on blegk llbarstion = has not yat forssd =
definite line on women's or cless libesretion.
It is with regard te theee lesues that tha
conscliousnsss contest is being waged, with

the blaglk perlodicals senstituting = major
wespon in the arssnal of clasa domimation.

2) The sscond aspect of ths present conjunce
ture, Lin the atata's intarsat in blsck swmdis
Eesaides the traditional Medic Bentu., BOessldes
its ssscclstion with Pace sagezine, Nationallat
ﬁl“- haus recently besn saphasizing the

"yrgent need" for = blesck talevision service
to which thes gévermnment should give "high
priority® (Daily Dispateh, 79.05.28). Further,
ths Erassus Commisslon recaatly Ffeund that
Filmas made by Hayna Filss = = a8 jor source

of Filss aised st blecks = were part of
projects undertaken on behalf of the Dspertsent
of Inferastion by the notoarlous Jen Wan Iyl
Alberts {Sunday Post, 79.06. 78),

3) The third impertant contaxtual facter ia
the change in recent yssrs in the urben polit-
ical and sconomic sltustion: As evidenced by
the Riskert Commisalon; the ¥8-ysar laases,

tha Urban Foundation, ate, thars are now
streng pressuras Tor the crestionm of an
Africen urben lebour aristocraocy which would
provides tha skills snd sarkats reeded by
manufacturing caplital, Ons maraly has to losk
st marketing publications in SA like Clarien,
and tha Market Rapasrch Bursau pepars; to see
tha stress cosmsrce isplacing on the "bleck®
sarket:. A blesck marketing counsellsr Fer ths
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AcCann=Erickson advertiming agency, for
example; notes that blecks sccount For 75% of
the country's soft drink conaumption, SO0%

of besr, 54% of tobacco, S0% of detergents,
40% of clothing and footwear, and 40% of
sxpanditurs on food. He adds, "We know that
@ore and more Blacks ars shopping in the
supstEsarkats, sSore asplre to own care, End that
in lifestyls many ssplre to ssulsts that of
the Black Amsricen®. He has similarly sdded
on snothsr occesion that thers Lfe an snorsous
bleck market waiting on merketesscs who had the
powsr of glving blacks "™a& naw socisl outlook®
by raising their cultursl standing thrsugh the
products they mads svailsbls, and the wey
thess wers ssld to blacks.

The ] Waltar Thompson sgancy sisilerly
notes that thars are sore black whisky drinkers
than white, mors blacks uss deodormnts. Thair
Black Communicetions Unit "links tha houseswifs
in Tembiss to ths copywriter in the Carltom
Centra®, ®If you want to ssll = anything,

I]lEFLﬂ'S(Fﬁ"I[.TD
e 6436124 & 83381




whits aan,; yeu'"d betbter know what you'rte talking
sbaut," is thelr sggre, conauserist; black
consclousmaas lina.

"ya think she's looking mors attractive
avery day®; is tha asppeal of SSCEB:Lintas.
"Eh-' Ie "just one of tha sillions of black
housswlves in South Africa. Whe togathar
cosmand an annual purchasing power of nesrly
fiva thousand millisn rend™.

n
society.

Radia thesary has alwsys stressed how tha
madis influsnce idesclegy and hence soclsty.

o much mo, that 1t has tended te verge on
ildaslism.: In this, 1t ls skin to soclolegy in
analng attitudea, vealuwe, roles, nocme, etc,
as primsry ceusal Tecters, without lecking st
tha sors genatal conceamitants of thase. But
whils it would be wrong to stress the sedis

a8 causal sgency without consldering the
forces that shaps the media Ltaelf; Lt i

this Ffirst sspect which sust be studled ko

sae the role of ths sedis in seciety,

Against idealism, many have stresssd that
babind ideology lie msteriasl forces. Matercial
hers is often (ersensoualy) sguated with
sconomics One should note, however,; am
Raymond Willisme polnts oukt, that Ldeslagy
fitaslf takes material forms In lengusge,
images and print, and cennot exist without
thesw, Obviously, thase Ldeocloglical materlial
fores will be related to sconomic materiasl
forss, but they are not the sess thing,.

At most basic level, ths ldecloglcel ssterial
forms sre conditionsd by the developsant of
tschnology. Further, of courss,; ths ldeologi=
cal astariasl forms ere conditlomed by the
sgofoslc soclal relastions withinm which they
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arm located, But becsuss nelither ldeology
nor sconomy Lls static, thers is & dislecticsal
devalopment within sagh, snd betwsen them.
All thies sllows us to Llnveatigate tiwo
poinks which ace é.ntrll to understanding of

conflict In South Africa.
1. Ceaspltes tha dogeatic sssertlons of

athE BATELRL analysts, the strdctutsl contoe—
diction batwesn capitel mnd labour-ls not
snough to produce ismsdiately cless conflict
end skruggles, HAasther; sconomic msoclal
gelations sand sxperiercs must be asdisted by
ideology. Thus, objective contradictlon only

becomes subjective conflict when set in
relation to soms ideclogy, end particularly @
moral code about what 1s good, desirable and
Felr:, The interssting thing about cepiteliast
socinl relstions is thet they ssem to "crests"
sub jective sspects of ldeology which contradict
with reality: One could polnt, Ffor saxemple,

't the contradiction oatwssh the Ldwology of
squality of commodity owners of the sarket
placa snd the r-liity of ths depsndence of

: ownares of labour powsr on ownocs of cepital

(the mesns of production)s Ancther sxemples
of an sspect of ideolegy which capitalism

She’s just one of the millions of black housewives in Sumhﬁ;.fﬁca
command

Wha together an annual purchasing
thousand million rand. Within 3 years, it'll be six.

power of nearly five

therlru:nn'le Egmmngatifarnmmmme&anﬂtm
AISSC&E Lintas, our planning is geared to the growth of the black market.
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crestes but cennot fulfil (thus genersting
dissstisfaction and conflict) im svident in
advartlesing.

The necessity for capltalism to keep on
sellimg, reguirss saking the sarket perpetually
dissetiafied with ltm current consumption.

Yat at the ssme ties ss dolng this, advactising
prosises & new satlsfection = which, sgaln,; it
cen naver persanantly Fulfil. This cen work
on two levale. On the 2ne hand, For thoaas
whoss structural locetion limits thair

capacity to consume, dissatisfaction s amt up
as pesople ars preventsd from schisving what is
hiald to be socielly despirable. The msoral
standard hors ls Esken &8s astisfaction

through consumecism, On the other hend, =any
who sxperience consussrlem dirsctly or st closs
hand discover that sstiafmction is nok
schiaved: The moral stdndard hers is stlll
Ehat satisfection is deslrable, but ths ssans
of congpumsrism may bae cojected. (OFf courss
these two slternatives are not distinet or
mutuelly sxclusive in resblty).

This rether aimplistic sxssple desonstze=
tes both the Interconnsctions betusen sconomy
end Lcdeology, mnd the céntrelity of ldeclogy
for the sxlstence and type of class conflict.

2« Tha sscond major point in understancg=

Black executives within our marketi us grass roots guidance,
Our creative work Hndﬂﬂ'ﬂivanmm white

it's mﬂmtedlzzahladu:maﬁe supervisor specifically for that market. a'md lastly,
there's a research team to monitor consumer s’ res We don't

believe that half measures are any way to tackle the fastest-growing market

in the country. —.

SSC&Bs LINTAS -,

WORLD-WIDE ADVERTISING

ing conflict in SA (g whers tha msagis it
into the remarks made sbove. It is In the
aystmmatic Fformation sand disseminetion of
baslc moral codea end aspectes of lodsology

that the media are relevent. It has always
bean & bemic scientific proposition that

human consciousnesas ls determined by humesn
praxis and material snvironment. Bescing In
ming that this saterial snvirdrment is not only
sconomic, but conteains ideologicsl msterial
forme,; it is tnis letter mspect of the

i
i




gnvironeent which becomas extended wlbth Lhe
growth of communicetion. FReal 1ife sxperience
becomas Interpreted Lnto mesning in a
cultural end moral conscliouansss Far wilder
khan locslised group veluss. As C Wright
Mills ocoserves, betwsen conaclousnses and
sxistence now stands the medis. Class
conflict than must not only be speen in terma
of the ideology associsted with tha Factory
floor, but ageingt & Fer wider ldecloglical
background. Without the msedis, consumsriast
gspirations and comcommitent strugoles would
herdly be sble to develop as strongly as thay

Grab your share with Pace.
The new Black magazine.

do. In the sdvartlsing exssple sentionsd sbove,

the madia enables tha worklngs, of capltalism
as 8 whole (is, the affects of compestition
betwasn its parts),to be representsd in
Llodeclogicel materisl Forms which peacmaste
mach indivioual; uniting him with othars in
8 commson sub jectivitys The Lntersction of
this common sub jectivity with = shared
ob jectivity (eg ilnvalvecsnt in the market as
s worksr) is what gives rlse to clesass
conasciousness end Forms of canflict.

The madia, then, bring the Ldeclogy of
the whole to fts individual parkts. In dolng

The new Black magazine that moves with the times.

thie, Lt crestes what Gramescl termsed "sbatrsct
consciousness™ which mixes with an Ilndividual's
"glituational consciousneas®™ —= oftan in &
contradictary way., In this rols, thes ssdia's
dafinition (not arbiteery, but also not the
result of = consplracy) of what ls, what la
importent, what is right snd what is dssirable,
im central to the diregtion of dissstisfasction
into reformist snd rsvelutlonary chamnals of
various types. IF ons belisves that claas
liverstion and husan Tfulfillssnt in SA doms
not squal middle class consumsrism, and uass
this as a dividing line For consarvative and
revolutionary, then certeln sssmingly cedical
bleck parlodicals (ss in thelr sttitudes to
women ' 1ib-rltiunj ard profoundly conasrve=
tive:. Tha svaluation of tha periodicels

in the next sectlon, is in the Finsl analysis




bassd on this critericn: middle claas
conmumerism, FAaciasl sapects of spartheid,
and tremtmsent of womén will, howsvet, alsd be
looked at.

Ins bleck periodicaly.

In thair sguabble over which is ths more
suthnatic repressntative of "black South
Africa's™ mspications, tha running battls
betwsen Pags and Qgys has overshadowsd the
sxistance of other mesbers of the spectrus,

I stjall not cesl with the numerous soccer
aagagines alsed at Blscka, nobF photo comlec.
books or newspapars llks Ygice and The Mstion.
Drum, Bona, Hit snd Pace sre the ssgazines
snalyssd; but there are othars like Trus Lowve
with clroculation of 50 000 which shoulon't

ba lgnersd,

Bpras

This is the nighsst cizrculation blesck periodi=
cel (lateat flgures ars 184 351 per Lissus for
July=Decesber 1978). ‘It sppesrs in English
and slee in vernsculesr sditions. Its ssles
ar® incressing rapldly,; gaiming 52 00O

during tha sbove perlod. It is published by
Republikeinse Pers, who slsc publish Scope.
Ihe thickeat of ths blesck pariodicala on the
market, it coata 20c.

In terms of almost all criteris, it i
a vary congarvetlive publlcation = sgalinst
which Drus and Pece sppear Fer Laft. Lettears
to the sditor slmest uniformly criticles tha
breskdown of traditional disclpline and the
bahaviour of tha young black gensration.

A reprasentetive Lesum (Juns, 1979) had mn
articls on tradition in Bentuatan politice,
and 8 festure on Vends,; "Land of Magic®.
This letter read:

It im not surprising; thecefors, that
the Venda pescple are such = happy nationi
sluays ainging and denclng, their music
filling the slir. They sre glad to be
aliva and living In thalr besutiful
land... Thasa psocpla are preparing for
their independence in such = way Ethat
thair reward can only ba & succesa.

Thers is slso & Festurs on the Father of
Redioc Bentu.

On glemour and consumariss, there ia =
fastursa on a black slngar, & geambling trip ko
FMaasru, and a Stellenbosch Farsers Winery
outing for soms of Sowsto's shabasn cwnace.
"My fight for Fresdom™ is = drematissd
[#nd alleagerical) story sbout s Nesibiasn
axiles working
(Shipanga?), which fa presanted as ssmi=
factual, Resd thess teo extrascts Tor s
fapcinaking blt of blatant propagands:
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All this is not very subtle and fis wnlikely to
fool or sppeal to bleck consclousnsss slemsnts,
but Bons's largs resdership can not be Fergot=
tan,

Thandi; a women's supplessnt Fastures
slite women, recipes; ete, as well s clothss
periced betwssn A90 snd AZ00.

Hits

Hit is S0 pagea long on non-gloss papec and
costs 21¢. It is owned by Afri-comics (a

van Iyl Albarts company), snd has & circulation
of 86,000,

A recent sditorial slems Motlans for
complaining ta newspapers but cafuslng to
geive on Koornhoaf's urben black committas.

“"ya have been calling for & voice so LIt ssema
ridiculous to gag oursslves when we get the
chance to use Ltl", WMot unexpectedly, lettasrs
sre also conservative; much in the Bona wvaln.
Thers sre srticles on soccer; glamour and

muslc; but the major thrust ssams to Ba
"educational’,

"Webater Mahlangu gives advice an your
choasn cactest” deals with carsers in tha SAP




and showbiz, Webstar sgress with ona Abal
Maghiloans that the latter's frisnde ace
Jealous whan they try to discourags him by
saying he dosen't know what ha ls dolng.:
Woassll you have made up your mind that a
garssr in the police is your ideal than
prass ahesad with Lt.® Uebeter goes on to
list mnother six correspondeants who are
intacested in Joining the police. Requiremente
for recrults are gutlined; and thay ars
informed that thay spand six monthe training
at the Hammanskraml tralnlng centre Teatured
in an sarlisr lssus of Hit,

"Black braskthrough = What Wishan meana
to us" ls wrltten by s black "public relations
axpart”, The srticls complissnts tha Commlssion
For oppoming the "pilnprlcke and ifllogical
concepta™; the "trepplngs of reclal disccimin-—
ation whichssssatifled the natural progress of
the nation*s sconomy™,; On the Hiskert report,
"yat mnothar bEsakthcough®, ths writer says 1t
"gats out to end racial discrimination and
ilmprove the day=to=day lives of the Blacks®,
an Lnteceasting polnt for the azticle to
mantion in "Influx control regulatlons ae
at present constlituted have ceused Frustration
nat only Ffor Black workers but alsc Ffor
amployers {n verious secéore,. The @ncreoud
amount of red tapes led to wasted manpower
houra and frustration.” The article, ostensibly
about the Commisslions' recommandetlions; is
aritton im & tone which already sccapta
thess s Facty; Thus: ",s..msane Lt will now
becoms sandatory Tor owners to provide
facllities such os tolilete..."j "It will now
alap become poessible Tor black buslnessman to
tradesss«"y and "dhlte=by=RAlght curlaw
regulations are to be screpped....". All ®
falt accomplis

Finally, an articles on & multi-rasial
Swazl=radio programme is heiled as & sysbol
that tha "times they are changing™ and begina
"Black and White youth is drawing closer

together all the timse - gn the socccar

fimlde, st other sporting cccesions and in
show business toos"

Drum:

Drum costs 30c mnd has & Ffalling clreulation
of 85,000 per issus,: It Ls publishaed by SAAN ;5
and sverages 120 pages, Famous Tor Llts
coursgeous sxposds of Farm labour and prisons
in the 50's, most copy is now light=hsarted
sport; showblz pecsonglitiea; fimmorality mct
camea and unusual cccyrences. Some stceas is
placed on soclial mobility storiss ("Kallise the

scrap=desler swops hiy horss for a Rolle=Royeas",

"Lionsl Morcison: Journalist who medes Ehe
big time" ). Drum Whesls is & section catering
for car ownatfa. With sll this ls combined copy
such as "Aegina Mundl - we remambar”
(commemorating Sowste resistanca), and for
axampls an article on Dr, Moroka, plonmer
praaident of the ANCs In responss to an
appesl for more about "the old guard who
blazed the trail™, the Editor replied

"The naw lesders can only build on the

salid Foundetlon of bhelr predecessors™,

In contrast to Hit's Erlltl-ntlnr Wishan, Drum
reports the doubtes "ssveral prominent pesople®
have about tha ceport, Thaaa peopls, however,
inglude = black prisst, Prof, Ciekisl
Aphahlele, 'ien Nteso of the Black Social
Workers Assoclation, and of courss Nthatho
Motlana = not & single black worker or trade
unionist, Although mogt of those Lnterviswed
did criticias the report's position on rursel
blacks, they praised Wishan for advancing
urban black trade unionism,
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Drum has beaen competing with Pace to
pragsent itself trus repressntative of blasck
readers, Drum chalrsan, Jim Balley, in an
article in Ocum, has openly sccusad Pace of
balng an Info Departmant magazine aat wp ke
counter Drum when he refused to asll tha latter
to front orgenisationa For the Depactment.
Accordlng to Bailey,; Drum's staff; propristors
and readers have bullt a ssasure of trust that
"ye are all totally honourable end work for
the good of pur resdsre sm best we may." By
contrast, "the megazine Pace was dreamt up
by ths Bursau of State Security, mastac-
minded by Gensrsl ven den Bacgh, &8 pact of =
continent=wide plot to tamper with the fres
press across the continent of Afrlce; leading
trusting readers to belleve that privatas
business was honestly conducted by the papers..*
This theme runs into a caption to a photo of
Biko appearing on the sams pagei "Ths man who
disd that we should have an honsst and
compassionats country and mot & counterfalt
ona®; "Drum = Voloca of tha Pesopla™ 1s &
resdec's poss in the Following edition
which includes gems like "You do not
discriminate; you do not pratend; You're
Just the plain truth which Africe is sager
to NEEE;s«0TUl,; you ars Justiice, you
shoulder to svary nesdy rece's burdeni..".
Pags.

Pace's maneging editor; Jack Shephard Smith
(former Scops sditor) replied to Bailey's
accusations in an article "why is the ownar

af Urua magezine o worrled sbout the succeass
of Pace?" Tha answsr supplied to this

guastion was that ths March lesus of Pace

sold 103,000 copies (the Mashinini wedding
ona), while Drum was aversging 85,000, (Pace's
average circulation is in fsct B2,725). Salth




goss on to ecouse Baliley of Whites patecnalism
in Drum and saye “Orum doss not reflect the_
mood of the pefples and it has no s¥mpathy
with their sspirations Tor sgual recognition
and s dignified and sgual plasce in tha sun",.
Pace,; of course, esccordimg to 1fs sdverts,
is "Tha naw magazine that moves with tha
timga™j "Now there's & magazine that'y truly
in touch with you and your life-styls. Paca,
Afcica®s great new magazine, holds up a
mirror to Slack aspirations and the futura™,
Mors Lntarssting, however, werw Shaphscd
seith’s responass to Sdildy’s allegations
about sentrol., The baelc thams of dgfence la
"3im Balley must think the resders bf Drum
are veary stupld brcause anyons of Llntelligence
gnly has to glance through Pace to ses that our
putloock on 1ife is vastly different ko the
Gowvarnmant"a", Shaphsrd Smith also remarks
"Mz, Haliley makea the lhrceedlble atatement
that Pace was 'dreamt’ up by General van dan
Bergh and the boys from BOS5, Jhat & nervel A
poelicesan dreaming up & magazine like Pacaf?
If it wasn't sa laughebley, I would be moet
upsat," A paragraph leter ha coentinuas
"ghat really makes ma cross aboiut Ffr,. Belley
is that he knows very wall that Lucas (Molste =
the editor of Pecs) and | sre totally opposed
to the Natlonallst Govearfment and we loathe 1itas
racial policiea™, He then goes on Lo say that
if, "purely for the sakae of lrgullﬁt". Bmilay's
allegations were true, then Pace has beckfired
on Boss and Info. "sse.sbad luck boys, becausse
wa're not glving you your ball back, Wa're
cunning Lt our way, NOT tha Governmignt's way."
For added effect, Pace is cospared ko the
Bdraadful Cltizen and the aven more dreadful
Te The #oinkt magazine™. While thess "two

travesties of independent journalism have

Helistens 24 hours perday.
He listens 7days per week.
He listens in sevenlanguages.

And he understunds.__k
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oppreassion and sxplolitation are rooted in the
capitalist nature of the aconomic system,; Thay
further arguas that there has been and remaing
a similarity of Lnterests betewsen apacthald,
raciam and capitalist production. Whare thace
have been conflicts betwessn the spartheid
syatsn and the capitalist class; thess have
basn of & relatively minor naturs, and have
besn or can be resolved without Fundamantally
altering the structure of soclety. It hss

been further atgued that apartheld, segregatlon
and racism have functloned primarily to
maintain end allocates = cheap lsbour forcce,
and to control snd represa the militancy of
the working class:

On the other hand, various liberal
academics; white opposition politicisns
in the Progressiva Federal Party, ldecloguas
for monopoly capltallem and certain cosssntators
gn South Africe have suggested that raciallism
and apattheid are in direct oppomition to
capitalist sconomic developmant, and that the
frational' operation of capitaliss will srode
racinl conflict,.

However, in spite of the argument; In
spites of decades of black oppositlon appemls
to whites toc recogniss the "rationality' of
non-racislism, and despits tha ysars of
propasgands from ths wodersts commarcisl
preass (SAAN and Argue), spartheld and
capitalism continue to comfortebly co=mxist,.

Tha use of tha concept "clase’ Lls central
toc a mors adeguabs understanding of Eha
complexities of South African socisty. But
what are classes? How ars they Ldentifled;
and what lsportances do they have in
understanding conflict in South Afcica? The
first important point to note ls that classas
are not dafined solaly in terms of the position

and function af their sesbers (sgenta) in the
sconomy, Other Factore, including political,
ideclogical; cultursl and lagal systems and
relations go wp to define & clase in Tull,
Howsvar, tha position and functlon of & group
in ths sconomic system is seen ss ths sost
important in & nusber of Factors which
conatitute the definition af & clEss.

Capitalist soclety has two sain =lamses
which can be partially ldentified in termas of
the position of thalr mesbace in the sconomy,
(s sxplained below, thers ars other sscondary
classss In capitelist soclety spsct from the
two ma jor ones). These are capitallsts and
workerss Capitslists are those who own and
cantrol the mssns of productign im the msconomic
syatam, Msans of production include machinery,
toolas,; rew materisls,; land stc, Workers,; on
the other hand, own no ssans of production,
mlthough thay work with them to produces
commodities.

Thus, the First great divislon In
capitalist soclety ls between those who own
the msana of productien, and thoss who have
basn dispossessad and therefores do not own
any mpans of materisl production,

The second great divislon is bassd on-
the first: becauss of this diffarant
ralationahip of osnership and powesr aver tha
maans of production; mll products produced by
the workers ate owned and hence controlled by
the class of capitalists. The progucts
produced {(which are called commoditles under
capitmlism) incorporate & surplus sdded Ln
production by workers, and this surplus im
the basis of capitalist profit,

This second division on which the two
maln classes of capltaliss are besed, then, is
a8 follows: workers produce a surplus over
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which they have no control; while capltalists
gwn and conttol & surplus which Ehay do not
themaalves produce.

Ths basis of the division of society
into conflicting classes is thacefore rooted
in the structure of the cepltalist economy,
and that conflict cannot ba resoved withaut
a tranaformation af that sconomic system,. For
axanples the Fforesal decolonlesatlon precess Ln
Africes racely Involved a Erensformation of tha
sconomic bess of society, and the intensifice-
tion of cless conflict LIn kEhe Tormally
indepandant (but nesc=cclenial) countriss of
Africa continues.

Howawer,; wsconomic relations and structures
are not the only Tactors which constitute the
two main classes of cepitalist society,
Politicsl fectors (including the state end
its orgens); ideologiecal structurss like
madia and sducatlion, the legal system atoc.,
all serve to maintaln end reproduce the basic
division of society into workers snd
capltalists,

Clapasa mre therafores soclsl strustures
which are based lmportantly, but naok
exclusively, on the divisions within the
sconomic production of commodities, Becauss
other non-econgmic factors play & role in ths
formation of clasase and the interssts which
clesssa have, Lt l» slways necessscy to look
st practices like literatura, newepapers,; Films,
educatlonal bodies, political partles, stc. to
ses precisely which class they support and
reproduce within ssclety. Thay cannat bae
neutral in the struggle between classes,
because every =ajor soclal Force in soclety
is ons of the factors which conatitute a claass,
One of the aims of social snalysis is teo
identify precissly which class any gilven




class. UWhere there is an sttempted allisnce
batsean the clasmses, aa For esampla in the
bleck conesclousness movesent, 1t becomes maost
important to assess whather the movemant Ia
under the dominant influence of working class
or peatty bourgeois interssts, For sxample,
it is of far greater lmportance to the bBlagk
patty bourgeolse to hawe cights of ownecship
of homes, than to the working class, meshers
of which are generally unable to save snough
ko own property sven LF this was legally
posaible. Tha Fact of owning proparty or

tha potential of owning such propecty doaa
influence the political orientation of the
petty bourgeoiss. On the other hand, paaa
laws and tha migrant labour system affect
workara far more than black doegtore, lawvers,
tratars, Bte, Bnd any campelgn to BTE migEank
lsbour would ba in the Interaskts, primaclily,
af the working class.

Thism is a very brlef summary on the
guestions of tace and clase in Sowth Africe.
Most importantly, Lk ls suggested that
classes are defined by the position of their
mgmbers not only in the escenomy, buk ealso Iin
tha political and ldeological reality of
society.

Smcondly, it is suggested in terms of the
clasmes putlined above, that, while there La
not as yet & Tully osveloped black capitaslist
clase In South Africe, all blacks are not
workers; there ie clearly a black pekiy
bourgeoiesis, an intelligentelis, a peasantry
as wall as a working clasa, While raclal
cpprasslon may serve os & lisited unifying
factor, oblective class positions and
ilntereste give risae to signlficent conflicts
and differences. A progressive worklng class

movesgnt is always on lbts guard agalnst being

used by other classss for the sttalnment of
non=worker intereatsj at the same tims,
progresaive members of the petty-bourgeoisie
may attempk to [dentify with and Furthar
proletarian (worker) interests by carefully
griticising and assessing thelr own interests,
ideslegy, Individuallam and sstivity inm
socisty, thereby placing theilr resourcea and
organisations Iin the service aof working clasa
interests,

A numbet of articles In this lssue of

ek In Progr wxploete the guestion of
elasses In South Afrieca = Kelwyn Sole's im
the arsa of ldeology (@and sspecially art
and literature); while Joanns Yawitch
axplores the class position of certain groups
of women in society. uWhatever concluslions are
grawh Trom Lhese biscumblons, ome thing i
clear; Lmportant diffesrences In strategles
for change In South Africa are lovolved Iln the
acceptance of either class or race ae the kay
Factor In ungerstanding the way in which
opprassion and axploltatieon seeur im South
Africa, and the way in whleh that conflick can
ba resoclved Lln the building of & neaw type of
sociaty.

For sxample, those who acospt Ehat
'apartheld is desd' (Pist Koormhof), or at
least that Lt ls dying (commercial Cnglieh-
language prass, >outh African Inetltute of Race
Kelations, stc), have as their pressuppositlon
that ifa spirit of multi-reacialism can be
fostered in the wurban areas; if officisls can
be persusded to talk to "blacke', anc iF
the demands of the black "elite' can oe mat,
Ehen oppression will end in South Africs,
Viawing conflick in South Africa Iin racial
terma only, they are sble to srgus that any

fconsultation' ar "incorporation' of bBlacka
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ilnto decislon-making is & progressive move.
Those who are more influenced by a class-
based perspective would want to assess how
these activities furthered the Lnteresta of
the working cleass - whether guastions of
‘home=ownership', limited urban rightws,
extention of trading licences etc, Improved
the condition of the malority af blacks who
are mpmbers of the working eclass, or unemployed.
It im In this context that one can assess
the recent call of Harfy Dppenheimer for an
end to tha politics of "protest'; and the
beginning of Lhe politics of ‘power®. By this,
he seema Lo be suggesting Ehat political
sctivity outeide of the 'ayatem' should be
replaced by an active involvement wlth thoam
so=called 'verlig'" slemants fn the state and
in pgovernment, [One might note in passing
that peither FAr, Oppenheimer nor the group
g made this call to, the Sauth African

Institute of Hace Aelations, have sxactly
excelled themselves in the "politics of
protest’' over the vears).

In thies context in which liberal and
modarats conswivatlive opposition 1ls being
ingcorporated into powsr structures, and in
which there ls an attempt to co-opk cectaln
blapgk 'slite' demands by the stats, = claar
understanding of the shjeckive differances
and distinctions withim the black populatiom
becomes more lmportant Ehan ever befors. Only
this undarstanding can allow an asssssment of
precisely whose lnterests are belng served by
the "new dirsckbion' the state Is taking, by
the activities and statesants of Pigt Keorn-
hof and his Reglonal Committess,; and by other

governmant and ppposition groups,




organisation, ideology, culture or activity
supports or La patt of, For example, the
Inkatha organisstion, and the ldeclogy of
natfionallse arse both important Fealities in
Sauth Africa, whieh have ke be assessed Ln
terms of their class basis and interests,

But &8 mentioned earlier there are other
secondary classes in any capitaliat sociekbty
spart From capitaliste {or ths hnurquuiuia]
and workers {or the proletariat), These
sscondary classes, while having an
indapendent sxistence of thalr own, tend to
form alllances with one of tha m=ajor classes,
Soms of thesa secondary classes mre alsa
definaed principally, but not exolusively, LIn
tarms of tha position of their members im tha
sconomle structure of the soclety, eg. the
traditional petty-bourgecisie (amall scale
capitaliste involved in activities like
trading and pwning small reteail shops)l: The
traditionoal petty-bourgeocisle are aleo,
however, defined [eportantly im tecrms of
their political and loeologicel organisations,
atructures and practices.

Another sscondary class las the psasantry,
which may hava limited acceaa to land as a
maana of production, tut doss not Fearm on &
ecale large snough to involve itself in
capitalist agriculture. The peasantey, wnlike
the capitalist farmer; does not esploy wage
labour, but bases productlan around the use of
unpald Family labeur.

There are aleo classes macginal te
productlon itself Iin & capitelliet society
like South Africa — the landless in
Bantustan aress, ths persanently unasployed
in towns,; ®ke,

inother I[eporkant secondery clesa

includes those involved in the ldeologlcal

and reproductive aspects of soclety, especlally
tasachers, intellectuals; students, lawyers,
doctors, By Feproduwctive functione fs meant
those Torces which btand to malntain the

.basis of the society through the soclalisation

and trsining of pesopls te Fill certain roles
in the sconomy, This clasa; like other
gsecondatry class Formations, tends to Form
alllances with sither large=scale capitaliste
or the working class, mlthough it oftan
attempts to use an sllisnce with the working
class to further ites own besically bourgeois
intarests at the expense of worker interests.
In any progresalve alliance betwsen this
fragtion of the petty (small) bourgecisie
and the proletaciat, it is essential that
working class intacest® have prisacy over
petty bourgecls Intergsts,

Even the twa major classes of capltal

and labour have certain divislones within them,

although conflicts within clasass are

elways less important tham the conflicts
betusgn classes. Thas, the class of
capitalists has fractions involved in
agriculture; mining, Lndustiry, Flnance and
banking, as well as fractions claseified

as monopolistic or competitive, and thess
fractions have their own forma of political
and idesological arganisation, These Fractions
have their cenflicts, but they are contalined
or managed by the state to ensure that
conflict betwesen capitalistes does not assums
greatsr importance than khe comflict beiwesn
caplislists and workass.

The working class also tends to duvelop
fractions, often based on skillad and
ungkilled diffecrentials, fural and urban
differences, smployed and unesployed atatus,
gtcs One of tha Functions of progressive
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working class organisation; acktivity and
ideclogy ls to attempt to wnify Ethe working
cleas in ite struggls against the bourgecisis
in the same way as the state unifiss the
capltalist class Iin its conflict with workers.
Hoth the state and capital tend to reinforce
and engineer splits in the working elass in
an attaspt to keep Lt weakj the legal
diffarentiation betwesn "'africen,;' "indian’
and 'coloured' workers fs Jjust one example of
this sort of activity.

To emphasiss the Formetlon and conflict
of classes LA South AFFica ls not to deny the
{mportance of race as a factor in the oppression
of blacks, Flratly, the legal system, whils
containing a clasa "blas"'", expressews ltself
in racial categoriesjy this seans that all
blacka are oppressed in & way that whites are
not. Secondly, theres has bean end remalns Lo
some extent an identity betwesn *blacknsss'
and the compositlon of Ethe working claas Ln
South Africm. This is not becavsse of racial
factors themselves, but becesuse of complex
historical processes which detarmined that

the largest and aost exploited section af

the working cless is black {nnu specifically

African), Because of this, workers in South
Africa inwariably sxperisnce their exploitatien
and cppression through a raclal ideology,

svan Ehough tha major causa of Lt La not
becavuas thay are black but workers., This is

one af the specifie features of South African
caplitalism,

What all of this means is that whils
racial fectors play soms role In giving the
gppearance af & comman Ilnterest to blacks in
Sowuth Africa, thare are very lepartanmt diffec=-
ances of intersat between, For example, tha

blagk petty bourgecisia and the black warking




"Government Issus' stasped sll over them,..
Pace is guits the opposite,”

Indesd, Face's content Lls clearly a
spacias of black consciousnass. In an advect
mimed to attract mdvertisere In Clarion,
Septesber 1978; the msagazine had s ploture aof
B black powar salute = the Flast clutching
R10 notes and the caption reading "HBLACK
FOWEA. Grab your shars with Pace.™ The smaller
print read "We'ra not going to boram you with
datalls of the imssnse spending power of the
Black Market®, In terma of ths content, the
advert expleined that "Pece's unstressed,
undeclying thems Lls: Black =man be proud, have
dignity, know yourself, Held on te your
mapirations for a greater scoeptance in an
sver more integrated soclety®™, The power behind
Pacey; it boasted, was Hortors = a company since
exposed as part of the Informatlion Department's
links.

50 compated to Honm, and spucced by
compatition wlikth Uprum, Pace ls now the
Furtherest left Black magazine on the open
market., Beginning with a Feature on Buthelezi
visiting the =mines and hobnobbing with Maponya
(Sowsto millionalre), it moved guickly to
identify with more radical oppoaitlion ta
apartheid, This Lincluded a Feature on
fashinini {although in disco=dancer, de-
politicised form), While student exilea in
Hotswana allaged Teietel wam tricked into
giving tha story For Pace; a criticism of
hiim in a latter was Flooded by replies mlong
tive lines af "Yes, the trus leaders like Malmon
Handels ars on Hobben Island..sJdhat are thass
trus leadecs doing for us on fobben Island,
Arm they still Fightlng For ue? These leaders
ars dolng nothing Ffor us on Hobban lsland, but

Teistel im still fighting for uss Morrovisiil *

Pace's "left" coverags elso included m
colour photo scoop of the Sowsto Cleven
trial, with the atcused giving clenched Fist
salutes. A captlon noted that permiseion For
thalr publication had been granted by tha
appropriate Judicisl and prison suthorities,
Tha moral sttached to the story Ils that the
Elsvan were misgulded chlldren, and that
fyiolance and wilful destruction is not tha
path to a better way of 1ife In the futuce.®
Finally, it sven carried & letter from "Face
slpporter"; East London; which read ™Do you
know the mesning of Pace? Well, Lt memns
Fan African Congreas is For Everybody®,

It should be noted, howsvaer, that thace
arce asome token gesturss towards real opposition,
Ona fs an article about Luthuli's widow,
another is & lstter which reads: "0One can
wonder why sost of our parents, leaders snd
brothers, although they sss how biitter Ehe
situatlion is; so strongly condamn violeance.
The answsr to this is simply bacauss thay arce
rich and they opposs violence 1fn order ko
s@curs thalr wealth.,"

Despites all the overtly anti-apartheid
copyy Face has also carrcied Featuras
criticleling BophuthaTawana independence, and
deploring the plight of soms Wetal squatters,
Haturally, thars is no analysls of mither:
two ceapective sxamples ace "...The citizens
of BophuthaTswans are mbetting the principle
of apartheid® (as Lf it is & princlplel), and
"Then one day tha Ffinger of Authordty polnted
atk Ehemg"

1F it is radical on racisl lssuss, and
calovlated to win support for this, Pace ia
profoundly cornservative on issusa like woman's
and class llbaration. Tha genecal thehe La
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glossy bBlack middle class with an ldesl of
Amsrican consumerise; A silx-page explanation
of ths 59=year lesasehold syatem is Introduced,
bpliove Lt or mot,; with the worda "Pace .
magazine doss not necessarily support or

mlign ltself with tha ¥9 Year Lessshold
schema”; It might try to underplay ite

blatant middle class blas in = case like this,
but the general contents announced on the
caver of tha flrskt lssus gives the lis to
thisy "Fashion and Fast Living, Pretty Gicle
and Politice,; Music and Lawghter,; Spoct and
Advanture; Viclence and Besuby, Love and Sex, ™

& glose look at Pace shows that,; contrary

to soma libsral respansss,; it is not "batter
than nothlng.® It reprasents the latest
responas to creslstance In South Africas,; and
indicateas & growing sophistioation on the
part of thoss who atand to lose by an
overthrow of the whos system, It; and thas
athar black perlodicals, =fe an Ifmpoartant
slemant ln the ldeocloglcml bGebttle Ln South
Aftlca, and Ffor that reason ceguicre = more
rigorous study than this article has provided.




