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COURTS 
Zephenla Hothopeng ( 6 6 ) , John Ganye (48) f l 

flark Shinnere ( 3 7 ) , Bonnie Ntoelo ( 3 9 ) , 

Hea i l ton Koke ( 4 2 ) , nichaol Khele ( 2 4 ) , 

A l f red f i t e h a l i - T e h e l l ( 4 7 ) , Ju l ius 

Lendingwe (3C) , Z o l i l e Kdindwa ( 2 6 ) , 

Moffat Zungu ( 4 4 ) , Goodwill Hon! ( 2 4 ) , 

Joroae kccisang { 2 6 ) , Michael n»t»obfln« ( 3 6 ) , 

Johnaon ttyethl ( 3 2 ) . Theaba Hlatevayo ( 2 1 ) , 

nothlogegi Th la le ( 2 2 ) t Rodney T i o l t t i m . ( 2 0 ) , 

and Uaniel A i t i o b t n t ( 3 1 ) , 

U j U O f t T e r r o r i e a , a l t e r n a t i v e l y fu r ther ing the 

ai*C oT tnc PAC. The t r i a l , which cagan in 

oor ly 1970 i n the [ i s t i m Trenevoel town of 

B e t h e l , involved a l l e g a t i o n * of recruitment 

for m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g , undergoing of euch 

t r a i n i n g , conapiracy on Robben la land and 

elaewhero to rev ive tha PAC, u t i l i s a t i o n of 

f r o n t orgoniaatlons to fu r tha r tha alsia of 

tha PAC, involvement in tha urban ravo l t of 

June 1976 in Kogloo, near Krugaradorp, and 

various other n a t t e r s * 

At the oonolueion of the t r i a l , N t e h o l l -

Tehe l i wae found not g u i l t y , Keke waa round 

g u i l t y under the I n t e r a l Secur i ty Act of 

fu r ther ing the a lee of the PAC, flothopeng 

waa found g u i l t y on two counta of T e r r o r i e e , 

and the regaining accused were a l l found g u i l t y 

on one count of T e r r o r i e a . 

I n paaelng ssntence the presiding Judge 

noted that none of the accuaad had claimed to 

oe p o l i t i c e l a o r t y r e , and had in fact denied 

t h e i r involvement in PAC a c t i v i t i e s * He 

therefore declined Mto caat over the i r ecta a 

cloak of r a s p e c t e b l l i t y which they do not 

claim for theeee lvee ' * 

I r o n i c a l l y , the t r l e l reeched l t e 

conclusion aa the organisat ional c o n f l i c t in 

the ex i l ed PAC reached i t s height wi th the 

aeeoelnetlon of David Sibako by s r i v a l PAC 

f a c t i o n . The t r i a l o lso sew the dseth of PAC 

lesder Robert Sobukwe* 

Sqntspqai 

Flothopongt An e f f e c t i v e 1S yeara* 

Gsnyat 11 yeara . 

Shinnerei 12 yeera . 

Ntooloi 1Q yeara . 

Kekei 5 yeara , f u l l y euapanded* 

Khalat 7 yeere, 

Lanolngwet • yeera* 

fidindwai 7 yeara . 

lungut 7 yeara, 

Ronit 7 yaere, 

Kodlaangi 5 yeere* 

FJichael netaobanei 15 yeere* 

Hyathit 10 yeere* 

Hlatawayoi 6 yeara , 

Th la le t i yeare , 

Taoletsansi 5 yeara . 

Danie l flateobane: 12 yeere* 

(Supremo Court , e e t h a l , 2 6 * 0 6 . 7 9 ) . 

16 of the eccueed eppl ied for leeve to eppeal 

ageinat convict ion and eentence* on 16.06 ,79 

t r i a l Judge Curlewie rsfuaed t h i e app l ica t ion 

i n the Pre tor ia Supreme Court . 

John Sakete ( 2 4 ) , T ladi taegee no le fe ( 2 3 ) , 

Je f f rey Legoabe ( 2 3 ) , Thlbe Ngobenl ( 2 7 ) , 

Andrew Rapheto ( 2 2 ) , Benet tfoaene ( 4 6 ) , 

T l tua ftaleka ( 2 5 ) , Sydney Choaa ( 2 3 ) , 

Vusuauzl Zulu ( 2 6 ) , and Jemoe Bangs ( 2 4 ) , 

Cnaroai HiQh Treason, a l t e r n a t i v e l y T e r r o r i e a , 

conepirecy to commit aurder, end contravention 

of the Rlotoue Aaeeebliee Act , The chargee 

cover a l l ega t ions of undsrgolng M i l i t a r y 

psgs 1 

t r a i n i n g , tha eetebl iahaent of mrmo cachet 

in a number of d l e t r l c t a in N s t s l , the Cepe 

and the Traneveal , and varioua othe unlewful 

a c t i v i t i e a on behelf of the ANC* 

(nar l t zburg Regional Cour t , 1 6 * 0 7 , 7 9 ) , 

flandlenkoei Christopher Hsdebe (27) and 

Handle Jeck nthethwe ( 2 2 ) , 

Charoei High Treaaon, Terror iea and 

contravention of tha Rlotoue Aaasabllee Act* 

Ae wi th the t r i e l out l ined ebove (Sskste and 

9 o t h e r s ) , the chargee re le ted to the under

going of a l l l t e r y t r a i n i n g , possession of a rea , 

e N u n l t i o n and exploelvee end other sets in 

conspirscy wi th the ANC, The two t r l a l e 

appear to cover approximately the eeae set 

of a c t i v i t i e e * Thaae ere the f i r s t chergee of 

Treeeon in South Afr ica aince the fsaoua 

Treeaon T r i a l of 1956 -61 , i n which a l l the 

accuaed wrra acqu i t ted , 

( N e r l t i b u r g flsgional Cour t , 15,18 end 2 7 . 0 6 . 7 9 ) . 

Oueyua Sayad ( 2 9 ) * 

Charoei Quoting of e banned peraon, naaely 

Robert Sobukwe, The Quote e l l eged ly appeared 

In e 8PC pamphlet pr ln tsd by the bualnaaa of 

which the accuaed la a d i r e c t o r . The eccueed 

wee prsvloualy charged under the Terror iea 

Act , but chargee were dropped a f t e r e teta 

wltneeaee refueed to t e a t i f y agalnat him. 

(Cape Town Regional Court , 4 . 0 7 . 7 9 ) * 

Sltheableo Ernaat fcgobeee ( 2 6 ) , Theabe 

Pat r ick Mxuaalo ( 2 6 ) , Crle Tenavele niabe ( 2 2 ) , 

Nhlanhla V ic tor Ngidl ( 2 5 ) , Kwenzakhe E l i j a h 

fllebo ( 2 6 ) , Penuel flpeape Haduna (26) and 

He Sibongile Alber t lna Kubheka ( 2 7 ) , 

Charoei T e r r o r i e a . A l l the eccueed era 

charged wi th r e c r u i t i n g 21 people to leave 

South Af r ica for a i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g between 
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Ray and December 1977, Ngobeae, Nxumalo and 

Eric Maba face a aacond charga or attempting 

to laava South Af r ica during Novombor-£ocambor 

1977 ror m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g . 

Tha t r i a l r i r a t bogon in July 1978* but 

a f t a r a conaidarabla amount of evidence had 

baan lad* tha f l r e t accuaad (Timothy Nxumalo) 

was aaparatad from tha othar accuaad and 

chargad a lone. He woe found g u i l t y and aantancad 

to 22 yeara. Tha remaining 7 accuead vara 

rachargad in tha Ourban Hagional Court* At 

tha and of tha atata caaa in June 1979* tha 

defence applied for tha diacherge of a l l tha 

accuaad* Tha app l ica t ion waa grantad in tha 

caaa of Ftaduna and E l i j a h flalaba, but both 

wara immedlately ro~deteined by aacurl ty 

p o l i c e , t r i e Reieba and V ic tor Ngldl vara 

diechargod on tha count of r e c r u i t i n g paopla 

for m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g , but a t i l l faca tha 

aacond charga of attempting to undergo 

t ra in ing themaelvee. Tha rattaining 

appl lcat lona for diecharge ware refueod. 

Tha t r i a l continuaa In tha Durban Regional 

Court* 

Da* C.F . Bayera-Mauda (rapraaant ing Zenith 

P r i n t e r e ) , Joe Thlo loe , nika Norton. Juby 

Hayat and Heuben Nkedimong. 

HMUJQfJ Production of an undaeirabla 

pub l ica t ion* namely tha b u l l e t i n of tha 

union or Black Oournaliata (UBJ)* a l t e r n a t i v e l y 

publ lahlng a statement by a H a t e d pereon* The 

offanca a l lagadly took place in June 1976. 

At the beginning of July* charges were 

withdrawn againat a l l the eccueed. (Johanneeburg 

Hagional Court , 2 . 0 7 , 7 9 ) . 

Damea Haae*wemeng ( 2 0 ) * Peuloe V i l akaz i ( 1 9 ) , 

Ha Ju l ia Babay ( 1 8 ) . and ha Sale-Una ttebote ( 16 ) . 

Charoai Hal lc loua damage to property . Tnt 

accutad ware chargad wi th atoning the houee 

of a damelodi achool p r i n c i p a l on the 

evening of 3une 16th* 1979. A party waa in 

progreae e t tha houaa involved. A crowd 
marched there and etonmd i t v cauaing damage of 

R250. 

ve rd ic t : neeekwameng and V l l a k a z i - g u i l t y . 

Babay and flabote - not g u i l t y . 

At tha time of w r i t i n g , aantanca impoeed could 

not be aacartainad* (nemelodi Hagiatrete*e 

Court . 2 8 * 0 6 . 7 9 ) . 

ffoteidiel Kate Sarokolo ( 2 6 ) , nartha 

ftetehedieo Legoaba ( 5 6 ) . and Komlkl 

C l izabath Qumede ( 5 7 ) , 

Charqet Terror iam. Tha accuaad ware el leged 

to have harboured and renderad mater ia l 

eeeietanca to a number of PAC-treined 

guer i l l a f igh ta ra operating in South A f r i ca * 

Uardicts Sarokolo and Cumede m g u i l t y . 

Legoebe - not g u i l t y . 

Senttncei Both accuaadi 5 yeara . 

(Johannesburg Regional Court* 2 9 * 0 6 . 7 9 ) . 

Norman Vual Thuai ( 2 9 ) , hthunzi Columbua 

nazlbuko ( 2 5 ) . and Prince Dube ( 2 0 ) , 

Charge! Terror iam. The a t a t a claimed that tha 

accuaad underwent m i l i t a r y and ideologica l 

Ideologica l t r a i n i n g in China under the 

guidance or tha PAC* that on t h e i r re turn to 

South Af r ica they attempted to eat up PAC 

c e l l a * and that Thuai and flazibuko poaaaaaad 

arme* exploalvee and ammunition. There wee 

e cera in ovarlep of a c t i v i t y and a t a t a 

witneeaae between th ia t r i a l , and tha t r i a l 

d e t a i l e d above (Sarokolo and 2 o there ) * 

Jera ic t t A l l 3 accuaad g u i l t y of undergoing 

m l l l t e r y t r e i n i n g in China| 

Thuei and Hazlbuko g u i l t y of poeaeeelon of 

exploeivee end arme* 

A l l 3 not g u i l t y of e a t t l n g up PAC c e l l e . 

Sentencei Thuai and fiezibukoi 7 yaere. 

Dubet 5 yeara* 

(Krugaredorp C i r c u i t Court . 1 4 , 0 6 , 7 9 ) . 

Church i l l tuvuno ( 2 3 ) , 

Charoai Terror iam. Tha accuead gave evidence 

for tha defence in the Bethal PAC t r i a l , and 

waa immediately thereaf ter cherged with per ju ry . 

Short ly ef terwarde, ha waa chargad with 

Terror iam, The atata claima that he l e f t South 

Af r ica and underwent t r e i n i n g at the hande of 

tha PAC in Swaziland, I t la fur ther claimed 

that he eat up a PAC c e l l i n South Afr ica 

ca l l ed 'Tr iangle B a t t l e f i e l d Orgen iea t ion ' . 

Tha t r i a l ie teking place in the Bethel 

Regional Court , 

Eltfclft l l lolofe ( 2 2 ) . 

Chargay Per ju ry , I n November 1976 "o le fe* an 

ax atudant of the florria High School* Soweto* 

wee ca l led aa a a tata witnaee in tha t r i a l of 

11 Soweto atudanta in Kempton Perk, Af ter 

g iv ing evidence* in which he claimed that he 

had been e l e c t r i c a l l y tor turad by pol ice to 

make e statement* Rolafe wea charged with 

p e r j u r y . 

Af ter a number of remand appearancee a t 

which atata wltneaaea were not present* 

the prealdlng magletrata refuead to 

poetpono the caaa aga in , and acquit ted 

tha accuaed* 

(Kempton Park Regional Court, 1 2 . 0 6 . 7 9 ) . 

Ethel tfauchopo ( 5 2 ) end waahington n iauz i ( 3 6 ) . 

Chargai Terror iam. Tha a t a t a a l leged that 

between the period January to Auguat 1978. tha 

accuead aaaiatad 6 people to leave South A f r i c a 

to undergo m i l i t e r y t r e i n i n g . 

V e r d i c t i Hot g u i l t y * 

(Johannaeburg Regional Court* 1 3 . 0 7 . 7 9 ) . 



Fat ima fleer and B a p t i e t e flerie, 

Chargai C o n t r o v e n t i o n of t h e i r r e e p a c t l v e 

banning o r d e r s by a t t e n d i n g a a o c l a l g a t h e r i n g , 

V e r d l c t i G u i l t y . 

Santgnca i 3 monthe, suependod f o r 3 y e e r a * 

(Durban R e g i o n a l C o u r t , 1 2 * 0 6 , 7 9 ) , 

Lazarus L e l e l w a n e ( 1 B ) , flokgotle flarumo ( 1 8 ) , 

LZB-. iel Seakgva ( 1 9 ) . n o l e U fthlepo ( 1 9 ) , 

and two 16 y e a r - o l d s , 

Charaai Sabotage* Tha a t a t a a l l e g e s t h a t , 

on 7 . 1 2 , 7 c t h a accuaad p e t r o l - b o m b e d tha 

Sobokang houaa of a V o r o e n i g i n g a a c u r l t y 

p o l i c e m a n , Jeremiah n a t e o l o * Tha a t a t a l a 

r a l y i n g on c o n f a a a l o n a a l l e g e d l y made by t h a 

accuaad u h i l a i n c u e t o d y , Tha a c c u i a d a l l a g a d 

t h a t meabera of t h a s e c u r i t y p o l i c e a a a a u l t a d 

t h a n t o e x t r a c t t h a c o n f e s s i o n s , 

Tha t r i a l l a c o n t i n u i n g i n t h a U e r e e n i g l n g 

R a t i o n a l C o u r t * 

ate lama zwa tiango ( 2 9 ) * 

Charge: P u b l i c S e c u r i t y Act ( a p p l l c a b l a 

t o t h a T r a n a k a i r a g i o n o n l y ) , Tha T r a n a k a i 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n c l e l a e d t h a t t h a accuaad c a l l a d 

Hotanzima 'a d o g ' , and suggested t h a t r a a l 

l e a d e r s f i g h t i n g f o r t h a n a t i o n a r a on Robban 

I s l a n d . 

j n r 11c11 Not g u i l t y ( a a i t waa not proved 

t h a t t h a accuaad u t t a r a d t h a worda i n q u e s t i o n . 

Appeal a Raw, D i c k O f t i i o r d e n ( 3 4 ) , Rev . 

v a a l a y flabuza ( 3 6 ) , Rav . Samuel H l a p a z u l u ( S 7 ) 

and 37 o t h e r s , l h a 60 ware a l l o r i g i n a l l y 

c o n v l c t a d unoar t h a R l o t b u s A e e e a b l i e e Act 

a r r l a l n g o u t o f a s e r v i c e h a l d to commemorate 

thoaa who d i e d i n t h a 1976 u p r i a l n g , Tha a a r v 

a a r v i c a , ho ld i n Gugula thu d u r i n g Auguat 1 9 7 7 , 

wee a t t e n d e d oy aoma 500 p e o p l a . 

On appaa l f eentance end c o n v i c t i o n were s e t 

pmge 3 

a a i d a aa t h a a t a t a had not proved t h a t thoaa 

p raaen t had a comaon o b j e c t o t h e r than to 

aourn t h e d e a d , 

(Cape Town Supreme C o u r t , 4 , 0 6 , 7 9 ) , 

l l o n a K l e i n e c h a i d t and J a c k i e Ooeaan, 

Both of t h e above wera c o n v i c t e d I n t h e 

B l o s a f o n t e i n n s g i e t r a t e ' e Cour t f o r n f u e i n g 

t o anawer quaat iona r e l a t i n g t o an a l aged 

v i a i t t o Winnie flandela. They ware acntanced 

t o 3 and a monthe imprisonment r a a p e c t i v a l y . 

They e p p e a l l a d t o t h e S i o e m r o n t e i n Supreme 

C o u r t , and I n November 197B t h e i r appea l wae 

r a f u a a d , [n n a y , t h e Supreme Court g ran ted 

l e a v e t o appea l t o t h e A p p e l l a t e U l v i a i o n , 

( B l o a a f o n t a i n Supremo C o u r t , nay 1 9 7 9 ) , 

Ameen Akhalwaya ( 3 3 ) , K i k e Nor ton ( 4 0 ) , 

S h i r l e y Lue ( ? 9 ) , S a a u * . Pop ( 4 6 ) , end 

Stephen Young ( 5 1 ) , and A l i c a Jacobus ( 4 7 ) , 

Charge: The accuaed e r e a l l e g e d tho have e n t e r e d 

en A f r i c a n a r e a ( S o w e t o ) w i t h o u t p e r m i t s . A l l 

j o u r n a l i e t a , they wera a r r e a t e d on A p r i l 29 

w i t h Norwegian j o u r n a l i s t 01a Johan C r i k s e n , 

who waa subsequent ly r e l e a s e d . The t r i a l 

c o n t i n u e s on Auguat 2 0 , 

Johannes Khumalo ( 1 6 ) , PUchael no la l a ( 1 6 ) 

and 7 minors* 

C h a r o a i P u b l l c v i o l e n c e , a a a a u l t and r o b b e r y . 

The chargae to r e l a t e t o a c t i v l t i a a i n 

A t t e r i d g e v i l l e a f t e r t h e e x e c u t i o n of Solomon 

H a h l e n g u , when two schoo ls were atoned and 

p u p i l a ware o r d e r e d fcoro t h e i r c laaerooma* 

The t r i a l l e be ing heard i n camera , 

( P r e t o r i a R e g i o n a l C o u r t , 1 0 , 0 7 , 7 9 ) . 

James Beaumont v 2 0 ) . 

Charge: O f f i c i a l S e c r e t e A c t , Accord ing t o 

t h e e t a t a , t h a accuaad had v a r l o u e documente 

i n h i e poaaaaaion r e l a t i n g to m i l i t a r y a f f a i r e . 

which he handed t o a J o u r n a l i a t o f t h a aame 

newepapar ha worked f o r (Oaon du P l e e s l a ) , 

V e r d l c t i G u i l t y , (Tha accuaed p leaded g u i l t y ) . 

Sentences 3 y e a n , auapended f o r S y e e r e , 

{Johonnesburg R e g i o n a l C o u r t , 2 4 , 0 7 . 7 9 ) , 

The o t h e r j o u r n a l i a t i n v o l v e d , du P l e e e i a , 

f a c e a chargae I n t h e Rand Supreme Court under 

t h e O f f i c i a l S e c r e t e Ac t i n A u g u e t ) , 

B h e k l z i t h a O l i v e r Nqube lan l ( 2 6 ) , 

Charge: T e r r o r i a m , The chargae r e l a t e to 

t h e p l a n t i n g of a bomb i n t h a Cape Town 

Supreme Cour t on 1 5 , 0 5 . 7 9 . Tha t r i a l i a 

due t o b e g i n i n t h e Cape Town Supreme Court 

e a r l y i n Auguat . 

(Cape Town m a g i s t r a t e s C o u r t , 5 . 0 7 . 7 9 ) , 

Appea l i Joyce R o k h e e i , o r g a n i s e r o f Young 

C h r l a t i e n W o r k e r s , Tha e p p e l l e n t wee found 

g u i l t y I n the V a r e e n i g i n g R e g l o n e l Cour t o f 

poaaaaa ion of banned l i t e r a t u r e , and aantencad 

t o 12 monthe, auapended. She a p p e a l l e d to t h e 

T r a n e v e a l Supreme C o u r t , and c o n v i c t i o n and 

sentence were a e t a a i d a , . 

( T r a n a v a a l Supreae C o u r t , 2 1 , 0 6 , 7 9 ) , 

Simon Sampaon t lhengu. 

Charge: T e r r o r i a m , The accuaed , a 73 y e a r -

o l d d i a b e t i c * l a a l l e g e d to have a a a l a t e d 

two men undergo m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g w i t h t h e 

purpoae of d i a r u p t i n g lav and o r d e r , (Johannss* 

burg R a g l o n a l C o u r t , 1 6 . 0 6 . 7 9 ) 

S h e i l a Weinberg ( 3 3 ) . 

Charge: C o n t r e v e n l n g her banning and houee 

a r r a a t o r d e r by l e a v i n g her h o u t e f o r 2 

hours on nay 1 3 t h , Weinberg a d m i t t e d t h e t 

aha had gone out t o v i a i t a f r i e n d , and 

t h a t when sha r e t u r n e d she waa c o n f r o n t e d by 

a member of t h e a a c u r l t y p o l i c e , 

v e r d i c t : G u i l t y , 



Sentence* 3 ecnths* suspended for 3 years, 

Linda flogale ( 1 8 ) and E l i a e Jimmy flabaeo ( 2 2 ) * 

ChorQc: 3 count* of murder. 3 of attempted 

murder, ona count of Terrorism and various 

a l t e r n a t i v e chargee* The accuaad ara a l l e g e d , 

i n t a r a l i a * to have fire-bombed the home of a 

Soweto p r i n c i p a l and thereby been responsible 

Tor tha daatha of thoaa k i l l e d in that a t t a c k , 

and to have accepted tha revolut ionary aim* of 

tha South Afr ican Revolutionary Council (5AYRC), 

The accuaad vara both a i t h a r eombere of tha 

SSRC or tha Soweto Studenta League (SSL). The 

t r i a l haa been marked by tha numerous 

a l l ega t ions of aaaault againat tha pol lca by 

tha accuaad. a tata and dafanca witnesses. Tha 

atate haa submitted a l lagad confeaaiona made 

by tha two accuaad. but tha dafanca haa claimed 

that they were made undar durese* and haa lad 

a number of witnesses who claimed that thay 

were forcad to make fa laa etatemente in 

connection wi th tha mettere involved. Ona 

of tha s ta te 'a vain wltneaaaa subsequently 

repudiated h is e a r l i e r testimony, claiming 

that he waa forced to make a fa laa statement* 

At the time of w r i t i n g * th« defence had 

cloaed i t a caaev and tha atata wee about to 

lead evidence attempting t o rabut t defence 

contentions of aaaault and coercion by tha 

pol ice inves t iga t ing . 

(Spec ia l Supreme Court . Krugeradorp). 

Rose Kunmi ( I B ) . Gideon Nkutha ( 2 0 ) , 

Lydia Oaki le ( 2 0 ) end Jefforaon Langane ( 2 2 ) . 

Charges Murder. The atate a l iegea that the 

accused ware responsible for the death of a 

want Rand Bantu A f f a i r e Board O f f i c i a l . 

H.6 . Eeterhuizen. on June 16th , 1976. He wee 

one of the f i r e t k i l l e d when tha r i o t i n g 
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broke out in Soweto o* that day* 

(Johonneeburg Regional Court . 2 4 * 0 7 . 7 9 ) . 

Robert ulilcox ( « i ) . 

Chargei Contrevention of his banning order by 

not report ing to the p o l i c e , Wilcox wee 

recent ly releaaad f r o * Robben Is land a f t e r 

aarving six yeare* 

verdicts Guil ty . 

Sentence,! 1 year* euapendod. 

David fluasali U 0 ) . 

Charges Contravention of banning order* and 

poaaeaaion of unlawful l i t e r a t u r e . The case 

waa postponed u n t i l Auguet 7 th * 

(tfynberg Regional Court* 16 .07 ,79 ) * 

Aubrey flokoene ( 3 1 ) , 

Chsroei Contravention of hia banning order 

by not no t i fy ing the pol ice of a change of 

addreee* The caee haa been poatponed to 

Auguat 13 th * 

(Johanneeburg Regional Court* 2 5 , 0 7 . 7 9 ) . 

Two youthe aged 15 and 17* 

Charge! malicious damage to property . The 

atata a l leged that the youthe sat f i r e to 6 

rai lway carr iages near Hollywood a id ing* 

Verd ic t ! Gu i l ty * 

Sentence! 6 l ashes . 

n»8* Pikeahe, organiser of the Democratic 

Progreealve Psrty in the Tranakei region. 

Charoei Public Secur i ty Act . The relevant 

aect lon deals wi th protect ing the "dignity* 

of the holder of the o f f i c e of ' a t a t a 

p r e s i d e n t ' . The accuaad waa due to appear 

in the Uatate Regional Court at the at d of 

J u l y . 

H,C* 0'Conner and He* J» Joubert . 

Charges Contravsntion of the Prisons 

Act . Tha eccuaed, ed i to r and reporter of 

the Caatarn Province Hereld respect ive ly ! 

ara charged with f a l s e l y publishing 

inroreat ion about a priaon without taking 

reaaonable stepa to ve r i f y i t . 

(Grahamstown magistrates Court . 11*07*79) . 

Johnson Vueuauzi Hyathi ( 3 3 ) * 

Charoei Attempting to escape from the 

pol ice while held In terms of aecuri ty 

l e g i s l a t i o n . The accused* recent ly convicted 

in the fiethal PAC t r i a l and sentenced to 

10 years, previouely al leged that he wee 

thrown frosi a winaou while being interrogated 

in Krugeradorp* I t i e not known i f th ia 

incident ia the eacepe attempt al leged in 

t h l e t r i a l . 

(Krugeradorp Hao ie t ra te ' e Court . 1 5 . 0 7 . 7 9 ) , 

Sldwell Ploaiwa Cukuly ( 2 0 ) . 

Charga; Per jury , a l t e r n a t i v e l y defeat ing 

the enda of j u a t i c e . The eccuaed wea a a t a t e 

witness in the t r i a l of Linda tlogale and 

Oimtny flabaeo, but subaeQuently repudiated 

hie evidence claiming he had been forcad 

by pol ice to make a fa lse a tateaent . He was 

immediately arreatad and charged* 

(Krugeradorp ftegistrete'e Court* 30 *07 ,79 ) . 

Sabata Delindyebo, leeder of the oppoaitlon 

Ueaocratic Party in tha Tranakei area* 

Charges Public Securi ty Act , I t ia believed 

that the accused w i l l be charged with 

aubverting the aovereignty of tha T r anekei 'e 

•Par l iament ' or the coneti tut^onel 

'independence* of tha Tranakei reg ion , 

Vusuauii flcongo ( 1 9 ) , Zuko Cemaqu ( 1 8 ) , 

Rneedlai Siswana ( 2 2 ) . Jef f rey Kleee ( 2 2 ) . 

Khuabelele Hnikina ( 2 9 ) and Lawrence flvule ( 2 0 ) . 

Charge: Attempted aurder* a l t e rna t i ve ly publ ic 
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v io lence . Tha accused, a l l p o l i t i c a l pr iaonara 

on Robben l e l a n d . wore a l leged to hava been 

Involved in an inc idant in which tha second-

ln-commend of tha p r i s o n . Captain Herding, 

waa attacked on 9 * o 2 . 7 9 . 
kJ B r d i c t : A H except Camequ uem found g u i l t y 

oT public v io lanca . 

Sentence! Wcongo: 3 yaara . 

Siswsnet 2 1/2 yaara . 

Klaaat 3 yaara* 

flnikine: a 1/2 yaara* 

rtvulei 4 yaara* 

In the caaa of flcongo and K leaa , one yaor 

w i l l run concurrently wi th t h e i r aentencea 

wi th they are already aerving* 

Hector Ncokazi, former leader of tha 

democratic Par ty , Tronekei* 

Charqei Public Securi ty Act (2 counts)* 

The prosecution a l leged thet Ncokazi 

propagated a view repugnent to the ' Indepen

dence1 or the Tranakel , and M d e a apeech at 

at Democratic Patry congress which wee intended 

to I n t e r f e r e wi th tha au thor i t y of the ' s t a t e 1 * 

i /erdlct : Gui l ty on both counte* 

Sentencei Count 1i R500 or 18 monthe, with 

a fur ther 3 yesre , suspended* 

Count 2 i 16 l o n t i n , suspended* 

(Tranakel Supreme Court , £ June 1979)* 

Penrose Plthuthuzeli Phobane ( 2 6 ) * 

Charge: Being a member of 8PC or ANC, taking 

par t in the i r a c t i v i t i e s , end poaseseing booka 

or documents ind icat ing associat ion wi th the 

BPC or ANC* 

verdicts Wot g u i l t y . 

(£aet London regional Court , 2 5 . 0 5 . 7 9 ) . 

flongozi Tennyson Mgaba ( 2 2 ) * 

Cnargat Unlawfully posaeeaing books or 

documente which ind ica te an eaaociet ion wi th 

a banned organleet ion, namely the ANC or 8PC. 

Verd ic t : Not g u i l t y . 

(East London Regional Court* 2 3 , 0 5 . 7 9 ) . 

5 youtha, egad between I D end 17* 

Change; In t imida t ing othere in an attempt 

to force pupila to leeve claasea a t the 

Henry nginze echool* New Brighton* 

Verd ic t : G u i l t y . 

.Sentences 3 accusedi 1 Y*sr , suspended. 

2 accuaedt 5 leshma. 

(Por t E l izabeth Regional Cour t , 2 8 * 0 5 . 7 9 ) . 

Maxwell Siphiwe ht lmkulu . 

Chargei I n t e r n a l Securi ty Act* The a t a t e 

claims that on 5 .02 .79 the accused had a 

e h i r t ind lcet ing that he was associated wi th 

SASOf that in flarch he poasessed a document 

ind ica t ing en aeaociat ion wi th the PAC| and 

thet he obstructed e policeman by refuaing to 

enter e c e l l and aaaeul t lng the policeman 

wi th h ie f l a t hand* 

(Port El izeboth Regional Court* 30 .65*79) * 

Well ington Vuki le Gumenge ( 2 3 ) , f i k e l e 

Ernest Flohall ( 1 9 ) , vueumzi Kenneth Zebonde (18) 

Lizo Swelinziaa Kula ( 1 8 ) , tfanile Goodmen 

Ceakazl ( 1 9 ) , Abe Xhego Oayi le ( 1 8 ) , Paul 

Khumelo (32) end Wandile Able Oayi le ( 2 4 ) . 

Charge; Terror lam. The f i r a t aix eccused ere 

cherged wi th ettemptlng to leave South Af r ica 

to undergo m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g * Tha laet two 

eccuaed are a l leged to have aealated them In 

planning to leeva South Af r ica and t r a v e l to 

Botswana. 

(Por t t l l z a b e t h Regional Court , 19*06.79}* 

2ongezi ie Sephola ( 1 9 ) , Sabezi le Fledikena ( 1 9 ) , 

and Luleme NJode ( 1 9 ) * 

Cheroei Areon* The state claimed that the 

accused set f i r e to the Renst Skoaane and 

Tameangs schoolsv Kwszakhele, i n October 

197B* 

v e r d i c t ; Hot g u i l t y , (The state waa eble to 

br ing only one mater ia l wi tneee, end she claimed 

to have bean assaulted by secur i ty p o l i c e ) . 

(Port E l izabeth Regional Court , 2 6 . 0 4 . 7 9 ) . 

Tembieilo Kenneth Simke ( 1 B ) , Tembinkoei 

Toto n e i z i ( 1 6 ) , ^n6 S youthe aged between 

16 and 17. 

Chergai Arson* The atate a l leges that on 

6*02,79 tne sccuaed eet f i r e to 3 schools 

in New Brighton* Certa in of the accused have 

a l leged that statemente they made to the 

pol ice were extracted from them through 

(Port Elizebmth Regional Court , June 1979)* 

39 black youths, from the Velkom and Bethlehem 

armae. 

Charge: Public violence* The charges arose 

from en incident in July 197B i n Bethlehem 

where buses, houses end busineee premises 

were atoned by e crowd of black youthe. 

Je rd ic t i G u i l t y . 

Sentuoce: 6 accueedt 6 monthe, suepended* 

32 accused! Corpore1 punishment 

renglng from 7 to a lashes* 

(Bethlehem ftegionel Court , 19.06,79* I t l e 

not known what sentence the remaining youth 

rece ived ) . 

Zwelakhe S iau lu , president of the W r i t e r s ' 

Association of South Af r ica (UA5A)« 

5 iau lu haa been ca l l ed in f ront of a Pre tor ie 

ftagietrate to anawar queatione about two 

telephone c a l l s he a l legedly hed wi th detained 

Poat jaL i rns l is t , Theml rikhwanazi* The queatione 
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r e l a t e to alleged conversat ion* about people 

leaving the country for m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g , and 

attempts to d isrupt tha Tato-Knoetze f i g h t 

racant ly hoid in SophutnaTswene. 

4 black youths. 

Charqai PuDiic v io lenca , ae l ic ioue damage to 

p r o p e r t y , a t teapted aurder and culpable 

hoa lc lde . Tha chargai emerge f roa a eeriee of 

incldanta in tha Af r ican township outslds 

Bethlehea in tha 0 . f * S . on tha evening of 

2 9 . 0 7 . 7 6 , Af ter a song contaat hold in a 

community h a l l between schools f toa Walkoa 

and Bsth lshM busas ware stoned, businsssas 

and houses wars dsasgsd snd a parson was 

kni fed to dssth. 

Verd ic t ! 2 of ths youths* who plasdad g u i l t y 

to publ ic violence wets found g u i l t y on that 

charga. Thay and tha tjthsr 2 youtha wara 

aCQultted on a l l othat counts. 

Sentence! 7 lashss each, 

(Bethlehem Regional Cour t , 3une 1979 ) . 

RIEKEET 
a preliminary 

investigation 
THE l a t a 1S7C* i s a period of c s o i t a l 

r e e t r u c t u r i n j i n South A f r i c a . On en scononic 

l e v a l , ths s ts ts hss had to casl wi th changes 

in t^o labour process coeult ing f r r n the 

dovelooncnt of monopoly c v £ i t o l i s n . Thssa 

have be«n an the ons hand an increasing 

demand for ssrai—skiiiad labour and on ths 

other » rapid exclusion of ths working class 

from access to woloyment h i o « l l « grsstsr 

aechJinlsetion i n industry nos lad to s 

p r o p o r t i o n * ! dscrsass in the dant̂ n? fa r labour. 

This has r s a j l t e d in revisions in the p o l i c i e s 

of labour a l l o c a t i o n and c o n t r o l . I t i s i n 

the l i g h t of tha need of cap i ta l to rsst ructura 

in a period of c r i s i s that the Riekert 

Commission Report nuat be i n t s r o r e t e d . At the 

seme t i n e s i m i l a r i t i e s batwoan t h i s Report 

end previous p o l i c i e s awst be s t r o s s e i . The 

Hiekert Conmission Report end t r» Jhite P^per 

which fo l loued i t recrrsent thi* l a t e s t 

dsvalopnsnt in a ool icy of lehour recruitment 

snd A l loca t ion lf^pl«nentod t»y the So ith Afr ican 

i t s t e (TQH ths deveU: -5n t of t h i diamond 

mines ard c a o i t e l i s t ?£r lcu l tu re unti? the 

oresent day. 

The or ig ins of t»c system of libr jr 

coercion ond rscruitrvont can or fjund in a l l 

* cf the South r f r i c t n colonics p r i o r to Jnion. 

D u n ' : : the 1080s eno i'_»y--_ the African 

peasantry in the T » * » * : * ! , ^ j l u i s n u rnd Pondo— 

lona u n a to a U r . ; ; extent engaged in succes3-

f u l a g r i c u l t u r a l j roouct ion for f i t c a p i t a l i s t 

market. Tney w-re therefore not in tsrestsd in 

workin* v i t h c r on tr.m "lines or in se r i cu l tu re 

where they wore -^airt far less th*n they could 

c?rn thro' j .h pr ivate o t o n u d i o n . binder ^he 

clrcu^stsncsa, s nu'ibut of Acts yore psesed 

to -"aha provision for l e ^ s j r recruitment in 

ths colonies p r i o r to *nl .,n. These .leesuras 

uer* coor^inrtsd m i s r ths 1011 :o:iva 

Lrbour Act which D*OC provision for Lhs 

l icencing of labour *£*nts to r e c r u i t labour 

for the various sectors* 

I t also usda provision for ths drawing 

up of contrscts between ths labour sgsnt and 

tha labourer on his recruitment which had to 

oa spprcvec by ins ^ a ^ i s t r e t o . * i r a t c n of 

t h i s contract on ; a par ! of V\e laboursr 

const i tuted s er l t t l f ta l - f fsnes . TUC R*S d id 

not risk* orovision Tor * mtctfl flaportmsnt to 

supervise labour r s c r u i t n c i t , i t rs re ly cined 

at introducing uniform recrui tnsnt lays . 

from this period onwcrosv however, ths 

organisat ion of rccr- j i toent And a l l o c a t i o n of 

ths labrur force r e U increasingly und*r the 

s ta te 1 j u r i s d i c t i o n . Gradu l l y a pol icy of 

laoour bureaux evolved which siaad to ostshl ish 

a c i t u a t i o n whereby a l l uorksset:ere regls tsrsd 

wi th t h s i r local bureau in order that thsy 

could oe placed in work where they wart ~ost 

nesded. This pol icy rimed to do swsy with 

the o ld hepnazard system which permitted work* 

sseksrs to look Tor wor*< inda::sndently snd 

resulted in a labour shortage in so*e ssotors 

whi ls there wss an ovsrsupply In othero. 

The nat ive Lrwa Ansndnent Act (5 * of 1952> 

estsbl ishsd lsbour ^u^ssux in ths rassrvssi 

a t Estiva t o i r i s i i o r . f l t ' s d f f l c s a and in tha 

trbsr. cross st c o u l s t t i t e s 1 o f f icost The 



letabllxhuarit oT lobour bureaux in t h i 

raservee introduced the p r i n c i p l e of e f f l u x 

contro l which ensured thet the bl*ick worker 

d id not leave the roeervaa unless there wee 

B Job olreedy wa i t ing for b i n . in 1557 there 

were 23* urban bureaux End 27C rura l bureaux. 

i?y 1964 th la number had grown to 33* and : i3 

respect ive ly . 

The examination of tha Riekert Report 

ana tha un i te Papar which followa aims to 

atraaa tha s i m i l a r i t i e s rathar than ;:,• 

diTfarancaa batwaan tha propoaad and accaptad 

reco&iendatione and previoue po l i c l ca adopted 

ty tha South Afr ican s t a t e . I t w i l l ba argued 

that tha d i f ferences e x i s t more aet w t *n 

e t e t u t o r y i e g i e ,at ion anc actual po l ic lae» than 

between tha reco«endet ions and measures 

presently o p er r t ing . Thua, tha Hlmkort Raport 

muet ba i«(*'i not aa lnnovotive or re formiet f 

but aa an ettempt to bring l e g i s l a t i o n in 

Una wi th currant p o l i c y . To implement th ia 

uarioua clauaaa of tha 1964 91eck Labour Act 

ara to ba rapealad and a atandlng technical 

committee w i l l ba oetabliohed to regular ly 

updata t h i s Act . In tha preemblo to tha Uhita 

Paper, the government aekaa i t c lear that the 

two corneratonea of apartheid p o l i c y , namely 

i n f l u x control end oeperate development ( e i o ) 

w i l l r e t a i n . However* at the seme t i n e , i t 

e x p l i c i t l y stataa e recognit ion of tha fac t 

thet the South Afr ican socia l formation i a 

dominated by the c a p i t a l i s t node of production 

mtf that a t a t a pol icy w i l l i n no way helper 

OTptt t f l let develoosent. " I t follows that 

meeeurea *nd ra^ulot iono tnet henna? the 

e f f e c t i v e functioning of the common economic 

syste- without contr ibut ing toward* the 

r.cri"vement of uther objectives cannot ba 

J u e t i f i e d * . 
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To demonatrcto the bcaic s i m i l a r i t i e s 

Jttwaen Klekert tno previous p o l i c i e s , three 

main araoo u i l l ba concentrated on in th ie 

a r t i c l e . The f i r s t r e l r t e s to the system of 

labour bureaux, the second to t ra in ing the 

labour fo rce , and tha t h i r d to i n f l u x c o n t r o l , 

As hae already boon mentioned, the 

eyotom of labour bureaux haa been in operet ion 

in South Afr ica since the ISTOe. However, 

changea in the labour proces: and in the derend 

for labour hevt l eceea i to ted c e r t f i n chin^ee 

In tha syeten. There seen to hive bean tuo 

mein points which cane out in the report 

concerning labour bureaux. The f i r e t ie 

re le ted to the fac t that blcck workers are 

registered fo f work at d i f f e r e n t labour 

bureaux and under a d i r f o r e n t »ct from white 

workers* In tha v h l t e Paper i t i s re-ommsnded 

that tha Regis t ra t ion for Cmplnynant Act* 

194S, ahould ba mode appl icable to blacka. 

Thie would mean that blacka would rog le tor 

f o r work under tha seae Act es uni tes* 

Colourede end Asians* The a d n i n l e t r a t i o n of 

tha Act would ba veeted in the Department of 

Labour, r i d t h i e Department would uee the 

Adoln ie t re t ion Soorde ee i t s agents to 

implement tn ie p o l i c y , Whether th is neasure 

w i l l e l iminate both ate tu tory and i n a t l t u t l o n a l 

r e c l a l d lecr iminat ion aa the government c i t i e s 

i n l t a acceptance of theae reccxemtndetions, 

i s not the point* The oolnt i e rathar that 

tha labour bureaux f u l r l l a function of 

con t ro l l ing tha working class ee wel) aa 

a l l o c a t i n g oooloysient* Ae euen I t i r 

i a i o t e r i e l who imolrjiente the policy -

whether i t be the Department of Labour or the 

Deportment of Cooperation and development i e 

merely a matter of window dreaaing. 

- Tore i n p u r t e n : for t h i e e r t l c l o i s the 

evidence whic" t«e 1i**C*rt C-sxmlesicn 

received, evidence uMch indicated thet the 

labour buteru aysto^ uee not functioning es 

e f f i c i e n t l y as i t might. In orcer to solve 

th ia problem the Conmiseion made two reeoanen-

dat lone. Tha f i r e t re la ted to tejpnvtAQ the 

labour bireaux thamselveo, and ttlg eecond to 

f a c i l i t a t i n g p r iva te recruitment by enployere* 

Scya the *1eportt 

3ubetent ia l evidence was received that 
in c e r t e i n areee lobour bureaux do not 
ploy en important sole in connection 
wi th the canel lxat ion rnd placement in 
employment of workers and t h a t worfe-
seekara and employers avoid labour 
bureaux. Among tha reaeons ware adduced 
. . . that labour bureaux ware i d e n t i f i e d 
wi th control rather then the provision of 
employment • ** Tha a g r i c u l t u r a l eector 
in o e r t i c u l e r wee c r i t i c a l of labour 
bureaux sod contended that i t coet much 
time end r.oney to t ravel to labour 
bureaux . . . According to cer ta in witness* 
ee one reeson why d i s t r i c t bureeux 
cannot provide a proper eervice in non~ 
prescribed areee l e that t^e reg le t re t ion 
of unemployed 31*cks is not coopulsory 
i n such areaa. 

R i o k e r t ' s e t t l t u d e use thet cer te in r td 

tape hed to ba diepaneed wi th ] th ia related-

p a r t i c u l a r l y tc the a t t e s t a t i o n of contracto. 

Three Inptovemants were auggeetedl 

+ Thet contracts should ba s i m p l i f i e d end 
tbrid;ad 

+ That contracts could In future br orde for 
more then one yeer 

+ Thet I t wee no longer noceseery for both 
emplnyer rna employee to gc to the labour 
bureau to remit ter the l a t t e r . The employer 
would f i l l i n a form for the worker which 
would be posted to the labour bureau. 

tin the otner hand, Klokert wee not 

preperad to mike the r e g l e t r e t i o n of workeeokere 

compulsory* Thie ahould not be in terpreted 

aa a l l b e r a l i e i n g measure, but ee en attempt 

to cut down on bureaucracy in e time when 

workseekare exceeded demand for t h e i r labour 

- a recent eurvay In the Rend Oeilv H a i l 



estimated that theje src at oraaant 1,9m 

blacks unemployed in South Afr ica ( 7 9 . 0 6 . 1 $ ) . 

Uhet Riekert d id suggest waa that tha imago 

of labour bureaux hod to be iaprovad so that 

employere end uor^sctkere would went to make 

bat ter uaa of t h a i r f a c i l i t i e s ; 

A problem of act ion ahould be i n i t i a t e d 
to insure tha e f f i c i e n t funct ioning of 
the labour bureau ayatem and p a r t i c u l a r 
emphasis should be l a i d on tha improve
ment of the q u a l i t y of the services 
rendered, tha t r a i n i n g of tha labour 
bureau s t a f f , *nd the establishment of 
separate service pointa f o r d i f f e r e n t 
categories of workare, for example for 
profaaalonel and c l e r i c a l workers and 
for unsk i l l ed workers. 

Thia l a t t e r funct ion i e of s ign i f icance in tha 

l i g h t of the changing labour process in South 

Af r ica and w i l l be returned to l a t e r when 

' t r a i n i n g aorvlceo' era discussed. 

Tha second provision which FUekert 

allowed for i n his report yea the f a c i l i t a t i n g 

cf p r i va te recruitment by employers. The 

Commission pointed out thet th ia urea neceaaaryi 

p a r t i c u l a r l y in the reeorvost where the labour 

bureaux ware not funct ioning adequately. Saya 

the Reporti 

I n a l l quertftre mention wee made of tha 
fac t that tha t r i b a l labour Bureaux in 
tha black statee were not funct ioning 
as des i red , among other thinga oeceuee 
of a poor communication and traneport 
network, InadaQuata o f f i c e f a c i l i t i e s , 
i n e f f i c i e n t admin is t ra t ion , untrained 
a t a f f , poor select ion of labour , and 
ignorance on the pert of employers 
ragarding tha ra le ted l e g i e l a t i o n in 
force in tha black s ta tes . 

I n tha l i g h t of th ia Riekert argued 

labour agent played a very valuable 

tha c e n e l l t a t i o n and u t i l i s a t i o n of 

labour from the 'black e te tee * t 

that tha 

role in 

Afr ican 

Tha major pat t of the evidence received 
by thr Commission uaa eeaent le l l y to the 

{ e f f e c t thet Salar ied labour agents in tha 
service of large employere (or rec ru i t ing 
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o rgan iza t ions* for example, T£3A, which 
r e c r u l t e for the ef f i l ie fcod n,old and 
coal mines) f u l f i l l e d an aaaant la l ro le 
in regard to tha csnal laat ion and 
a l l o c a t i o n of labour, for the very reason 
thet the labour market mechaniam in 
c e r t a i n raglona, including the Slack 
States functioned so poorly and because 
the o f f i c i a l labour bureau syatem I n 
i t a present framework did not eucceed in 
aupplementing the labour market mechanism 
e f f e c t i v e l y enough. 

Two euggtetlone were made for improve

ments in Afr ican areest f i r s t l y to encourege 

Admlnistra t ion Boarda to r e c r u i t l a b o j r e r e , 

and aacondly for labour agente to be given 

l icencea to r e c r u i t workers, provided they 

were recru i t ing for e p a r t i c u l a r grouo of 

employere and not rec ru i t ing on a f raelence 

basis . I n white areaa, indiv idual employers 

end groupa of employere could be given 

permieeion from t h e i r l oce l labour bureau to 

r e c r u i t labour ahould the bureau be unable to 

f u l f i l t h e i r neede. Riekert suggested that a 

a imi lar system be implemented for farmera, 

but the government while accepting the other 

recommendations pointed out thet formers had 

a seasonal need for labour and i t would be 

inconvenient for them to cont inual ly approach 

tha labour bureeu for permiaelon to r e c r u i t . 

I t wee auggeeted instead that thay should 

continue to be given l icencea v a l i d for one 

year permit t ing them to r e c r u i t lebour* 

Recoghitlon of the ro le of p r i v a t e 

recru i t ing rppreeente a legal acceptance of a 

pol icy which had been in operation for a very 

lon^ time despite the at te«pte of the labour 

oureau ayatem to tal:e over i t a funct io i e . I t 

elao allowa f o r i n d i v i d u a l in ter ference with 

the system of labour a l l o c a t i o n on a micro 

leve l i n order to erad icate *nlnor technical 

h i tches. The government waa prepared to 

accept th is provia ion provided that i t would 

not dlarupt the overe l l ayatem. I t doea not 

al low for the a b o l i t i o n of the system on a 

netloneJ s c a l e , not i s i t ind ice t iva of any 

*iove towatda a ' f r e e r * labour market. 

The second important area deel t with by 

the R ieker t Commission r e l a t e a t o the t r a i n i n g 

of the labour fo rce . Uhile trie a g r i c u l t u r a l 

and mining aactora may a t l l l place primery 

empnasia on the ro le of tha lebour bureaux 

and p r iva te labour agenta to provide M 

adequate lebour supply when %r\ti where i t waa 

needed, secondary indwatry haa d i f f e r e n t neede. 

Since the mid-1960s foreign investment in 

manufacturing induetry hea led to the develop

ment of highly mechanised industr ies* Thia 

development haa done away wi th the o ld 

s k i l l e d - unsk i l led d iv is ion in the labour 

procees end replaced i t wi th a new category 

of workers, namely eemi -ek i l led workers. I t 

l a aleo possible to suggeet that th is proceae 

haa resulted i n tho need for a nomber of 

wh i te -co l l a r c l e r i c a l workera who need e 

c e r t a i n degree or l i t e r a c y . 

Tha impllcat iona of th is for tha black 

working class i e that Induetry requiree workera 

wi th a higher level of a k l l l a then that 

required by tha unsk i l l ed job category. I t 

aeeme that i t i a i n terme of these demande 

that tha recomme/idationo r e l a t i n g to t ra in ing 

of the lebour force muat be understood. 

Evidence of th ie in tha Riekert Commiaaion 

ia to be found in the emphaele l a i d on the 

establishment of t ra in ing fec i l i t l e a for 

Afr ican workara and the a b o l i t i o n of section 

20A of the Black Labour Act of 1964 which made 

provia ion for etetutory Job reeervat ion. 

I n order to f e c i l i t a t e t ra in ing programmes 

the Commission advocated the eatabl ishoant 

of a National Council for Manpower mattara. 

I 



T h l i Counc i l would Da i n t e o r e t e c w i t h tha 

De0*rtmont o f Labour and would i n c l u d e tha 

Appren t i cesh ip Committees o f tha n a t i o n ; 1 

Appren t i cesh ip Board . I t would also bo 

I n v o l v e d I n supp l y i ng the K i n i e t e r or Labour 

w i t h adv ice on a l l p o l i c y ma t te rs o t i s i n g 

f r o m , or i n connec t ion w i t h , tha a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

o f tha Enployment and T r a i n i n g A c t , Tha 

Commission a lso rrcommended t h a t the, p r i v a t e 

sec to r shoulo be encouraged t o p rov i de i n * 

s e r v i c e t r a i n i n g f o r i t s employees. To 

supplement t h i s * tha a t a t e should s u b s i d i s e 

p u b l i c t r a i n i n g cen t res which were not be ing 

sdequete iy suppor ted by tha p r i v a t e s e c t o r . 

The a t a t e accepted a l l the recommendations 

p o i n t i n g out t h a t they were i n l i n e w i t n 

c u r r a n t p o l i c y . The Commission c l s o s t ressed 

the impor tance o f the Department o f Na t i ona l 

educa t ion i n implement ing labour t r e i n i n g 

p o l i c i e s . 

The t h i r d aree w i t h which tha Commission 

l a concerned i a the revamping o f th« i n r i u x 

c o n t r o l l e g i s l a t i o n . Once ega in t hs recommsn-

d s t i o n s seam to i n d i c a t e a d e a i r e tg conceal 

a measure wh ich i s obv i ous l y designed aa p a r t 

o f the mecheniem of c o n t r o l l i n g the work ing 

c l s s e - As w i t h the caae of r e g i s t r e t i o n o f 

workseekers d iscussed e a r l i e r , R i e k s r t 

misses the boa t * He auggeste f o u r measures to 

do eway w i t h what he terms the r a c i a l 

d i s c r i m i n s t i o n I m p l i c i t i n the i n f l u x c o n t r o l 

s ys ten i 

+ To p lace r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r i n f l u x 
c o n t r o l w i t h the Department o f the 
I n t e r i o r r e t h e r than w i t h the Department 
o f Cooperat ion and Development, i n order 
t ha t the same system ba ^ p p l i a e o l e t o 
A f r i c a n ' s l i e n e * ea i t l a t o wh i te a l i e n s . 

+ To t i g h t e n up e f f l u x c o n t r o l to p reven t 
' i l l e g a l s 1 from I s s u i n g t»»eir ' p l a c e o f 
o r i g i n * un less the re i s a Job w a i t i n g 
f a r them i n the ' u n i t e ' d ross . 

pege 9 

+ To make employers who employ ' i l l e g a l s ' 
s o l e l y respons ib le f o r the o f f ence and 
t o f i n e them h e a v i l y * 

+ To make the r e p a t r i a t i o n o f a l l ' i l l e g a l s ' 
t o t h e i r 'homalfinda* compulsory. 

At the sane t ime the re were so* a changes 

suggested In the I n f l u x c o n t r o l l e g i s l a t i o n 

which were d e f i n i t e l y designed t o meko the 

system ao&rete i n a b e n e f i c i a l way f o r the 

employer - namely t h a t workseekers w i t i 

permanent urban res idence q u a l l f l c a t l t n s cou ld 

be moved from one company branch t o another 

w i t h i n the same urban area and from one branch 

t o ano the r i n d i f f e r e n t u r b t n erase* 

The f i n a n c i a l Wal l i n t e r p r e t e d these 

recommendations i n the f o l l o w i n g way: 

pees e r c e s t * ^us t be tcknn o f f the 
s t r e e t s *nd i n f l u x c o n t r o l mon i to red 
i ns t&ad i n the s e c l u s i o n o f personne l 
managers' o f f i c e s * Thle i s the importance 
o f P i e t R i e k e r t ' s p ropose la , on t h l e tha 
most e x p l o s i v e of a l l r a c i a l issue? 
i n South A f r i c a ( 7 9 . 0 6 . 2 2 ) 

U h l l e t h i s may ba t r u e * as lmpo r t en t i n 

i n t e r p r e t i n g the new p r o v i s i o n e i s the e t reas 

which n i e k e r t p laces on the imp lementa t ion 

o f I n f l u x c o n t r o l being i n r e l a t i o n to tha 

a v a i l a b i l i t y o f employment and hous ing . 

A l i o ing f o r the number o f unemployed quoted 

e e r l l e r i n t h i s e r t i c l o , i t i e e v i d e n t t ha t 

t h l e ve ry l a r g e number o f j o b l e s s represent 

e t h r e e t to the process o f c e o i t a l accumula

t i o n end the e t a t u s quo. Tor t h i s reason, 

p r o v i s i o n haa been made f o r e x p o r t i n g the 

unemployed to the r u r a l areaa* Once ageln 

t h i s i s n o t new p o l i c y * I t i a merely a 

res ta tement o f a p rev ious p o l i c y i n ha :sher 

terms to t e a l w i t h a c r i s i s s i t u a t i o n . 

I n the UN-ite Paper* the c.ovsrnn«nt iskes 

I t c l e a r t h a t i t i e n o t a t a l l sure how 

e f f i c i e n t l y R i e k e r t ' s p roposa le w i l l work. 

Fu r the rmore , the government i s n o t prepared 

to p lace the so le burden f o r employment o f 

' i l l e g a l s 1 on the emolcyer aa i t f e e l s bo th 

p a t t i e s »ite g u i l t y . The government 's wa i t 

and see a t t i t u d e i s w e l l e x e n p l i f i e d i n the 

k'hi te Pep«r on the ques t i on o f ths 72 hour 

o e r i o d a l l owed to workseekers t o f i n d a Job 

i n en urban a rea . In th« wh i te Poper the 

government says . 

The govomnent has taken no te o f the 
ev idence submi t ted to the Comalasion 
t h a t the 72-hour p r o v i e l o n d i s c r i m i n a t e s 
a g a i n s t b l acks * leads t o la rqe sca le 
a r r e s t s and short—term impr isonment , 
c rea tes c o n s i d e r a b l e human r e l a t i o n s 
problems end comes nowhere near complete ly 
a f f e c t i v e c o n t r o l of u n l a w f u l en t r y o f 
b l acks I n t o ucbon er»-as. .* On the o ther 
henc. the government wiahes to p o i n t out 
t h e t r e p e a l i n g t h i s p r o v i s i o n w i l l p lace 
the burden o f i n f l u x c o n t r o l e n t i r e l y on 
c o n t t o l c t the p lsce of emcloyment and 
the p lace of r e e i d e n c e , , . Ach iev ing the 
eame degree o f c o n t r o l w i t h o u t the 7 2 -
hour p r o v i s i o n mey> t h e r e f o r e , r e q u i r e 
e x c e p t i o n a l l y a t r i c t a p p l i c a t i o n of 
these o ther c o n t r o l e * 

Th is a t t i t u d e seema t o suppor t the view 

t h a t i n f l u x c o n t r o l i s not p r i m a r i l y a system 

of r a c i a l d i a c r l m i n a t i o n but i s i n c r e e s i n g l y 

being used as a system of r e l o c a t i n g the 

eu rp l us work f o r c e oeyond the urben areas 

where i t i s hoped they w i l l pose less o f e 

t h r e a t t o the s ta tus quo. 

3y Way o f c o n c l u s i o n 1 would l i k e t o 

auggaet t a r t a i n erase i n the fliokert Commission 

Report which r e q u i r e f u r t h e r r esea rch . Th is 
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editorial 
RECENTLY UMJ Qusation or what r e l a t i v e 

Importance to give " r a c i a l * and " c U n " 

factoro i n South Af r ican aociaty hoe eftoln 

received eo*e a t tan t ion in a maaber of areee* 

According to praae reporte* Cur t ia Nkondo of 

tha Teachere* Action Coemlttee (TAC) told a 

Juno 16 coaaoBoration aerv loe at Raglna Hundl* 

Sowoto* t h a t tha a t ruggla in South Af r ica wee 

not a r a c i a l ona but an econoelc c o n f l i c t over 

ownerohip of tha aeona of production* Ona of 

tha l a a t SASO pol icy atateotenta bafora i t woa 

bannad arguad that tha r a c i a l aonopoly ovar 

e e a e n t l c l aeans of production wee tha r a a l 

•ourca of white p o l i t i c a l doalnetlon* and that 

tha a t ructura of aociaty u l t i v a t a l y raatad on 

c a p i t a l i s t r a l a t i o n a of e x p l o l t e t l o n in which 

r a c i a l po l lc laa were rootad* 

On tha othor hand* a Prograaalva 

Tadaral Party Haabar of Parl iament, H. Sutean. 

• • i racant ly quotad aa aaying that thooa who 

aald South Afr ica wea a claae-beaed aociaty* 

ra thar than r a o i a l l y d iv ided , vara " a i l l y " * 

I t l a not alweya claar what la aaant 

whan paopla ra fa r to c l e a e , ne i ther l a i t 

nacaaaar i ly obvloua what aorta or qoeationa 

tha notion of claaa l a auppoaad to anawar or 

exp la in i n a South Afr ican context* At tha 

haart of th la dabata l a tha problem of whether 

c o n f l i c t and d i v i s i o n * wealth and poverty* 

power and lepotenoo* oppreeaor and oppressed, 

exp lo i te r and exploi ted - ere aeuaed by 

rac ia l i sm or by tha d l v l a l o n of eoclety In to 

entegoniat lc claaaae* 

Thooa who euggeet that a class-based 

enalyaia l a tha wey of explelning the nature 

of South Af r ican eoolety go on to ergue that 



In t h i s issue or j Ju, we carry an a r t i c l e 

on the ulonoore reeettlement camp in the 

Laatarn Laps. As th« a r t i c l e mskes c lear * 

th ia i a not to suggest that thara ia anything 

unusual or spec i f ic about Glenmoro* but rather 

that i t i a part of the t o t a l i t y of the 

ongoing proceee of 'grand apar the id 1 in 

South A f r i c a , Recently a c e r t a i n prominence 

has been given to r u r a l areos end resett lement , 

s p e c i f i c a l l y in the coa^ercia l press* While 

one must welcome the fact that the preee i e 

snowing sons in te res t in t h i s areo . the 

tJenqof exiete very strongly that the 

draoet ic new* and c r i e i e o r i e n t a t i o n of 

the commercial media w i l l , as the a r t i c l e 

on Clonmore euqgeata* meke ' i n ongoing 

process in to an unusual event* thue 

i n d i r e c t l y end i n c o r r e c t l y auqnastlnQ 

that conditions at resettlement camps are 

worse than at establ ished slums long ex is t ing 

in the bantuetans1* 

In th ia context one can only express 

concern at the in te rea t ehuwn Dy the -Jrban 

r o u f v i;m in rura l ureas* and note that i t 

la l i k e l y to fol low .1 two-pronged strategy 

in regard to these areasi the 'dramatic expose1 

of c e r t a i n cemps end ernes, which has the 

o f f s e t of suggeeting that they ere unusual* 

ratner than being part of the t o t a l rtuvclop-

ment of South Afr ican cap i te l ism end i t s 

n o l i L i c n l s t ructures; end the set t ing up of 

small—scale c a p l t a l i a t ventures combined with 

c h a r i t y in i|>:prt;tinr**1 rura l arras os ' s o l u t i o n s ' 

to thn miserable poverty and riltilnternration 

of the "»nitu*tena« 

Two further pointa remain to be marie about 

t h ia fcSttUi of Jork in < roqressi both concern 

la'iquaoe and u.iPinoioQy, 

The edi tors a r e aware thet the language 

of one or two of the a r t i c l e s car r ied la of a 

complex and technice l nature* t h i s ie e problem 

cont inua l ly feced by UIPi man/ of the lasuea 

dee l t wi tn are of a complex nature , and of ten 

the lenquage uaed tends to r* i l e c t th is 

complexity too d i r e c t l y * tfe are awere that 

i t ia a c ruc ia l task to 'de jargoniae ' ind 

make more accessible verious debates t^uafer 

held aa the preserve of academic i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

to the extent that wo have f e l l e d in c e r t a i n 

a r t i c l e s in t h i s issue , we epologiee to our 

resdership. However, the mater ia l contained 

in both a r t i c l a s roTarred to la of auch a 

valuable neture that i t waa decided to run 

them without delay* Any attempt to ed i t or 

r e - w r i t e eepecte would have rendered i t 

Impossible t o inc lude the contr ibut ions i n 

th ia iaaue* 

The oeconrt point re la tes to the uae of 

the deacr ip t ive t e r n ' b l a c k ' * tilP pol icy haa 

been to u t i l i s e 'b lack* when r e f e r r i n g to 

the iiroup subject to s p e c i f i c a l l y _rJLC_ia_l 

oppraasion and domination in South Af r ica 

( i e * a f r l e a n s ' v 'co lourads ' and ' I n d i a n a ' ) . 

However, c e r t e l n of our contr ibutora have 

al lpped in to the t rap l a id by the dominant 

ideologya which i e to refer to ' a f r i c a n e ' as 

black* and other Qroupa aa ' Ind ian* or 

' c o l o u r e d ' * vie heve attempted to correct 

th ia wherever poemible. but i t hee sometimes 

not been c lear from the context whether 

only a f r i c a n e . or a l l bl%cka* were being 

re fe r red to* 

- • urge Tuture c o n t r i b u t o r to bear 

both of these important points in Bind 

whan w r i t i n g a r t i c l e s * 
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paper has tcndec t o concen t ra te main ly on the 

rommles ion 'a reco*inonadt ions concern ing 

labour bureaux* i n f l u x c o n t r o l end the 

ot t tnging ce iand f o r l a b o u r . * iouever, 

equa l l y imoo r t en t would be an e x s a i n a t i o n or 

tha reeocresndationa concern ing the r i g h t e or 

ATr iccn businessmen, proposed chan^ee i n 

l e g i s l a t i o n r e l a t i n g to urban A f r i c a n 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and housing p o l i c i e s . 

A p o s s i b l f f r^mew^rk o f a n a l y s i s would ba on 

examina t ion o f the e x t a n t to which these 

ne&aures I n d i c a t e a t tempts to i n c o r p o r a t e a 

aec t i on o f the A f r i c a n p e t t y b o u r g e o i s i e end 

the A f r i c a n work ing c l o t s w i t n i n the power 

s t r u c t u r e o f the South A f r i c a n s o c i a l 

Fo tu t lo i i i 

This drawing thowi a loaded tlave-ship in 

DISCUSSION RVPER ON 

EDUCATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT 

I Art GJ I . i j t o look a t two areas where 

educa t ion can p lay a r o l e i n dove lopm n t . The 

f i r s t o f theae a reas i s t h e educa t i on o f 

people I n t e r e s t e d i n engaging i n development 

work, nore e s p e c i a l l y t h a t o f u n i v e r s i t y 

s tudents i n t e r e s t e d i n such work . The second 

i n v o l v e s s;ime though ts on the r o l e which 

e d u c a t i o n a l work can p l a y i n the development 

process* 

The u n i v e r s i t y b e s i c a l l y serves the 

needs o f bourgeo is s o c i e t y * The u n i v e r s i t y 

produces peop le w i t h the tecnnic** l s k i l l s 

needed i n the c a p l t a l i a t economy. I t e l s o 

helps t o reproduce me c u l t u r e o f c a p i t a l i s t 

s o c i e t y . '••• and l e r g e the people who emerge 

from the u n i v e r s i t i e s accept the c lass 

s t r u c t u r e o f 5outn A f r i c e n soc ie ty end expect 

t o take up t n e i r p o s i t i o n i n the doa lnent 

c l e s s e e . rne needs o f s o c i e t y olacee 

c o n s t r a i n t s on the u n i v e r s i t y wh i l e academics 

are c o n s t r a i n e d by t n e i r own cle&a p o s i t i o n . 

Th i s fteens t ha t t he re ere l i m i t s to which 

the u n l v e r e i t y as an i n s t i t u t i o n can p rov i de 

the so r t o f educa t i on needed f o r development 

work, raced w i t h these l i m i t s people have 

o f t e n opted f o r courses which they f e e l h^ve 

core re levance than o t n e r s f o r ccvelopi ent 

work c e a o i t e t h e i r o v e r a l l o r i e n t a t i o n 

Usua l l y tneae courses ore o f a t e c h n l c e l Or 

p roTees iona l n a t u r e . I s* t h i n k i n g o f people 

who do medic ine w i t h che i n t e n t i o n o f doing 

coewuni ty med ic ine* or thoae who study 

a r c h i t e c t u r e o r town p lann ing i n tend ing t o 

t u rn t h e i r s k i l l s t o the p r o v i s i o n or Low-

c o s t huus ing . Tne problem w i t h t h i a approach 

i s t ha t i t o f t e n correaponda w i t h a v iew o f 

underaevelooment as e s s e n t i a l l y a t e c h n i c a l 

problem* 

I would argue t h a t community medic ine 

or houming c o n ' t of themselves c o n s t i t u t e 

cevelopment. The reason f o r t h i s i s t he t 

development work i s n o t p r i m a r i l y concerned 

i n the sho r t term w i t h p r o v i d i n g s e r v i c e s to 

pover ty s t r i c k e n groups i n s o c i e t y . The 

pr imary concern of development work i s t o 

enable people to cha l l enge the s o c i a l 

s t r u c t u r e which e x p l o i t a and underdevelopa. 

Th is cha l l enge cen on ly come from the 

unders tand ing and o r g a n i a a t i o n o f people i n 

the underdeveloped reg ions* Th is cha l lenge 

proceeds on i d e o l o g i c a l , p o l i t i c a l and 

economic l e v e l s . The r o l e o f the development 

worker i s to se t as f a c i l i t e t o r * p r o v i d i n g 

resources f o r t hs a c t i o n o f theae peop le . 

C e r t a i n l y t e c h n i c a l s k i l l s p lay an impor tant 

r o l e i n the p rocess . A t e c h n i c a l s o l u t i o n to 

* e problem f e e i n g a community can have g r e a t 

n o b l L i s l n g e f f e c t and p rov i de e focus f o r 

o r g a n i s a t i o n ana p o l i t i c a l i m m i l i An in— 

apQroor ie te technique cen e a s i l y lead t o 

inc reased dependence and the f u r t h e r 

f r egmon te t l on o f a community. 

f o r t h i s reason i t i s Impor tan t t h a t the 

deveiopnent worker understands the f o r ces 

a c t i n g on and w i t h i n a community. Th is 

unders tand ing i s e s s e n t i a l to the a b i l i t y to 

Th is a r t i c l e i s e s l i g h t l y ebr ldged v e r e i o n 
o f a epeech g i ven by the euthor t o e recent 
conference on ' L d u c e t l o n end Development**, 
h e l d a t the U n i v e c e i t y o f Cepe Town du r ing 
J u l y 1979, 
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work wi th people and to r e a l i s t i c a l l y eeeoee 

what action l a poeeib la . To procaad where the 

chencee of f a i l u r e outweigh thoaa of success 

ia at beet ehortaighted and at worst ss l f 

inoulgent* 

L a t ' e turn now to look at tha ro la 

un ivara i ty based aducotlon can play for tha 

deuoloo*ent worker. 1 mean to lncluda In 

th ia not only course work for degree purpoeee, 

but alao t h t othar learning opportunit ies 

tnrough atudtnt a c t i v i t i a a which a un ivara i ty 

o f f a r a . 

An underetanding of how tha procaaa of 

underdevelopment took place and tha a t ruc tura l 

conetra inta impoeed on underdeveloped regiona 

and the people in than i a naceaeary. Along 

wi th th i a gome an underetanding of tha develop-

• a n t of cepite l iaai I n South A f r i c a , for thaae 

are two aides of the same co in . Thia a n t a i l a 

tha a b i l i t y to analyse a aocla l formation at 

a theore t i ca l l e v a l . I t a lao requirea an 

understanding of tha apac l f lce of the 

eoutharn Afr ican a i t u a t i o n and l t e pleee in 

the c e p i t a l l e t ayataei aa a whole. While tha 

theore t i ce l ou t l ine of eoutharn African 

underdevelopment haa advanced rapid ly over 

the l e s t few yeara there i a s t i l l e great 

deal of r i eeMng out that must be dona to 

concratiae th i a ana lya le . Thia i a p a r t i c u l a r l y 

t rue for the contemporary period i f development 

workers era to hava a c learer underatendlng 

of where *r\t how to engage. Joanne Yawltch'e 

-japer on the poai t ion of Afr icen woman ore 

examplee of the typa of reeaarch that l a needed 

on a much wider ecale (pp 35-44 In th ia laaua) . ' 

The preaant a i t u a t i o n of tha 'homeland' 

underdeveloped regiona and the forcea acting 

on them neade to be placed in a cleared 

parapective i f we are to undeietano tha 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s of daveloomfnt work st present , 

Jft need to know mora *&out what la going on 

in t h - name of separata development, and the 

e f fec te i t ia hi»ving in thoee araas. 

wnat fol lows l a o b r i e f ou t l ine of some 

ereaa In to which reeamrch could ba d i r e c t e d . 

Ona of treeo areaa i e tne rola of the st te

rn homeland areae* Thia involvea a t f t e 

a g r i c u l t u r a l development o o l i c l e e such aa 

betterment bchenas, s t a t e run p lantat ions and 

othar e g r i c u l t u r c l echames. One way of looking 

at thaae l e to trace t h e i r e f f e c t s on claas 

a t ructura and increaalng lendleesnoae. Often 

e l l contro l ie exerclaati from tha top wi th 

farmara t i e d to tha ochemee by c red i t 

f a c i l i t l e e and performing the functlona of 

an a g r i c u l t u r a l labour f o r c e . 

The i n d u s t r i a l decen t ra l l ee t ion policy 

end 'homeland1 induatry in general i e enother 

area. Thie hee bearing on the queation of 

tha funct ioning of the reemrve army of labour, 

rioeottlement achemee are of ten located near 

indus t r i a l growth pointa to aupply a capt ive 

labour fo rce . The wftola queation of tha 

exteneive reett lement of population taking 

place also poaea many problame, as do 

informal sector a c t i v i t i e s . 

Raseerchara coulg take a look at the 

re la t ionah ip bmtwaan p o l i t i c a l Inf luence 

in the 'homelands1 ann tha eccumulation of 

waalth i n , for i n e t e n t e , land and c a t t l e * 

There may be connections to p o r t i c i p a t i o n 

in development achamaa and tho scquia i t ion 

of t rading and otnar l icensee* 

Then there l a tha Queetion of t h i extent 

of penetrat ion of lmrga acale enterpr iees 

baeed loca l ly end overseas, in to thaae areee* 

Thia may take place through p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

i n j o i n t vtnt-jree auch ea t r i p a r t i t e agreements 

or d i r e c t l y J S in tha caam or tea eetatas in 

ths •homeianda1 of the nortocrn Trenaveel. 

studies of South Africen capital ism and 

the nature of l t e labour and c a p i t a l naeda 

have p a r t i c u l a r relevance for people in terested 

in uor''ino wi th workera1 organisat ional i t 

haa been pointed out that socia l ac lan t ie ta 

hava played a role in aiding c a p i t a l i s t s . 

The periods of dramatic expanalon in tha 

aocla l aclancee coincidod wi th cr iaee in 

South Afr icen capi ta l ism, p a r t i c u l a r l y cr isea 

a f f e c t i n g tha eupply end nature of labour. 

I t haa been pointed out that there i s the 

p o e e i b l l i t y of doing research at the u n i v e r e l -

t i es which would revarae th ia re la t ionsh ip , 

reeeerch which would be relevant to tha 

in teroats of workore rathar than those of 

c a p i t a l i s t s * 

I t i s only fron studies l i k e theee that 

we can understand tha apec i f lc neture of the 

cleea struggle at preaant taking place in 

the underdeveloped regions end in South Af r ica 

as a whole, nuch of th ia reaeerch can probably 

be done within the ex le t lng atructura of the 

univcra i ty curr iculum. 

To do thie reaeerch le not enough in 

i t s e l f . I t is also important that tna 

analyale end c r i t i c a l perceptions do not 

remain the excluaive preeerve of academice. 

una of the problane wi th the preeent radica l 

academic debate i a that i t l a ganeral ly 

couched in terma that make i t qu i te 

ineccaealble to people without higher 

education, and mvan d i f f i c u l t for many of 

those et un ivers i ty who are not d i r e c t l y 

involved i n thoaa debates* Cquelly aa 

important aa theore t i ca l analyale and empir ica l 

research i r tha communication of th ia mater ia l 

to people outelde the u n i v e r e i t i r e . This i * 



a much nmglccted f i a l d to which aore a t tent ion 

needs to bo paid* 

There i t another area which tha 

u n i v a r s i t i e s con' t touch on, and that i a tha 

t ra in ing or development uorkere in tha a k i l l a 

thay naed* Thaaa revolve around communication, 

organisat ion and the a b i l i t y to work wi th 

people without overpowering than. Tha ac tua l 

content of theae a k i l l a w i l l not be deal t with 

in th ia paper* 

Whit 1 would l i k e to mention la that at 

present thaaa s k i l l s %re developed in a 

f a i r l y haphazard ano empir ical way by atudanta 

involved in varioua kinds of development end 

community work, There era a number of euch 

student organisations on tha various campuses, 

urten th is aporoach h«s lad to the i n i t i a l 

f a i l u r e of pro jec ta ahtf the need to t o t a l l y 

rathink and r e - o r i e n t a t a them. Student 

organleat ione have a humbar of problema which 

Limit the i r a f fec t iveheea . Thaaa include the 

Dart- t ime nature of involvement and yeerly 

changes of personnel, 3mongat othara. A mora 

syatematic Approach might go soma way towards 

ensuring greater a f fect ivanaaa and a mora 

r e a l i s t i c se lect ion of where end what to do* 

riow to work i s more important in moat caaea 

than what to do. 

The role mducation cen play in development 

work i a i n many waya a fa r graater problem, 

jantu education monopolieea the echool system 

I n the underdeveloped regions of South A f r i ca * 

1 don't thins there i s much argument that i t 

hae l i t t l m relevenca for davelopment* Thia l a 

alao the caae for trie education glvan to 

white south Afr icane* which by and largo f i t s 

tnem for t h e i r posi t ion of p r lv i l ecm* 

Attempts to implement a development or iented 

education in neighbouring countries dominated 

oy South Afr ican and Metropol i tan c r n i t n l i a a 

have met wi th l i t t l e success. Siven these 

d i f f i c u l t i e s one a l t e r n a t i v e at the monent 

seems to os lo look at educational 

p o s s l b i l i t i s s outside the formal structuraa* 

Jna of the f i e l d * people have turned to 

hea bean that of adul t l i t e r a c y t r a i n i n g * 

The impfirtlng of reading and w r i t i n g k i l l a 

doaa not of i t s e l f hove ortmatic impi icat iona 

for development, tfut l i t e r a c y can be seen i n 

a wider wey ss oromotlnc e Le t te r understanding 

or people's pos i t ion in society and the history 

and structures which qotermine that p o s i t i o n . 

Along with t h i s there usually goes an expressed 

In ten t ion to heighten community conscloueoeee 

and orgoniaat ion . Unlet:- there ia acme 

p r a c t i c a l l e v e l on which tn ia can f ind 

expression i t l a not l i k e l y to survive vary 

long* i t i s at t h i s noint that technical 

aolut ions can help to re inforce and give 

content to organ isa t ion . 

Worker cont ro l led enterpr leea alao o f f e r 

educational opportuni t ies to thoaa involved 

in them* The h i c r e r c h l c c l control exercised 

in conventional c a p i t a l i s t entarpr ises can 

be eet aside in such enterpr ises* This of fere 

peopla involved the opportunity to develop e 

wide range of a k i l l a that tha worker in e 

conventional en terpr ise navar loarna* 

f i n a l l y * I would l i k e to point out that 

whetl have aaid l a not meant to ba preacr ip t ive 

or comprehoneive. People probably hava mfny 

oora ideea entf 1 hope that thay w i l l ra ise 

them in response to th ia paper* 

Dick Cloeta 



The ABORTION of 
The INTELLECT: 
LITERARY C I R C U S AND 'CHANGE1 I H SOUTH AFRICA 

T W A Y . 

T h l a a r t i c l e wae t o have baan preempted t o 

a con fa rance on "The S t a t a of A r t i n South 

A f r i c a * | which was h a l d i n Cap* Town f r o a 

J u l y 16 - 2 0 , 1 9 7 9 . However , a f t a r t h « n a t u r e 

o f t h a c o n f e r e n c e had become a p p a r e n t t o t h a 

a u t h o r , ha w i thdrew the p a p e r , and # b r i e f 

s t a t e m e n t waa reed on h i e b e h a l f to t h a 

c o n f e r e n c e d e l e g a t e s . That s t a t e m e n t read 

" I n t h e c o u n t r y i n which I w o r k , N a m i b i a , 
t h e o t r u g g l o f o r and of c u l t u r e o l e a 
e e r i o u a bus iness i n which o r d i n a r y nan and 
women, o f wha tever p o l i t i c a l p e r s u a s i o n , 
a r e i n v o l v e d , t heve t h e r e f o r e l ea rned t h a t 
dabatee about c u l t u r a l e x p r e a a l o n a cannot be 
t h a p r i v i l e g e d domain of any one e o C i a l group 
o r c l a e e * 

*»**>! b e l i e v a * * » * t h a t t h l a con fe rence haa 
f a l l e n a h o r t o f e r e a l c o n c e p t i o n of t h e 
problems i n h e r e n t i n d i o c u a s i n g *Tne S t a t a 
o f A r t i n South A f r i c a * . I t l a d i f f i c u l t t o 
v l e u a l i z e how t h a Sowato o r a l p o e t e (who 
openad t h a c o n f e r a n c a ) ware supposed t o 
have per formed i n t h l a n o d a l a l l i e n or 
f o r what raaaona t h e Reno i r and R i e s l i n g 
a e t ware euddanly go ing t o l l o t e n t o t h e m . 

I auet a d a i t t h a t f u r t h e r e a p a c t e o f t h a 
o r g a n i z a t i o n of t h i e e f f a i r have w o r r i a d ao i 
but none eo much ee the e x c e p t i o n a l l y h i g h 
r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e which ( f o r whatever reeeona 
i t waa dona) haa aerved ee an e f f e c t i v e form 
of i d e o l o g i c a l a a l a c t i o n of thoae who aay now 
expraee t h e i r p o i n t * o f v i e w . Th ie h e e , 
M o r e o v e r , been r e f l e c t e d i n aoae or the work 
f o r t h c o m i n g , 

1 have t h e r e f o r e r e l u c t a n t l y decided t h e t t h e 
n e t u r e of t h a p a r t i c i p a t i o n a l lowed l a such , 
t h a t i t cannot a a r v e t o p r o v i d e a f o r u a f o r 
d i a c u e e i o n o f t h a a u b j a c t B a t t e r o f ay p a p e r * . 
I do not b e l i e v e t h a t eny a a t l a f a o t o r y 
e r g u a e n t or a e l f - a v e l u o t i o n can be f o r t h * 
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coming e t t h i e c o n f e r e n c e , and wleh t o d e c l a r e 
t h a t I heva w i thdrawn my paper from d i s c u s s i o n * " 

I t l a I n t h i e c o n t e x t t h e t we p u b l l a h t h e 

e r t i c l e be low, end I n v i t o reaponea t o t h e 

i d e a a c o n t a i n e d i n i t , aa w e l l ee c o n t r l b u t i a n a 

on t h e q u e s t i o n of e r t , l i t e r a t u r e , i d e o l o g y , 

c u l t u r e and s t r u g g l e i n a South A f r i c a n c o n t e x t * 

- T h e d i t o r e . 

Cvery c o i n haa two a i d e s * The bed e i d e of t h e 
i d e o l o g y o f " S l e e k Conociouonoee* l e t h a t I t 
i a not founded upon s c i e n t i f i c t h i n k i n g * I t e 
e t a r t i n g p o i n t i a r e a c t i o n a r y * I t l a an 
a f f e c t r a t h e r than a c a u a a * * * * A n e f f e c t o f 
b l e c k conacloueneas t h a t i e not good i a t h a t 
I t p r o v l d e e a eaokeecrean behind which t h e 
"non-whi te * 1 a i o d l e c l e a a e e h i d e ; c l a s a e s such 
ee t h e b leck p e t t y c e p i t a L l e t a e r c h e n t e i n 
t h e " h o a e l e n d e " , t h a a i d d l e c l e e e wage e a r n e r e 
i n t h e t o a n a , t h a "co loured* 1 e u p e r v i e o r e end 
e a p l o y e r e of b lack l a b o u r , and aoat l a p o r t a n t 
p e r h a p e , t h e p r i v e t e l a n d o w n e r e . « * * 0 n e p o i n t 
about t h e good s i d e of b lack coneclouaneea 
i a o f couraa t h e t i t i a a t a c t i c o f 
m o b i l i z a t i o n w i t h i n an o v e r a l l a t r a t e g y o f 
r e v o l u t i o n e r y e t r u g g l a * 

- Nemibian S t u d e n t e ' 
O r g e n i e a t l o n p e a p h l e t , 
1 9 7 7 . 

B leck peop le aeek f o r 
I n t e l l e e t u e l f r e e d o a 

The r i g h t t o t h i n k t o I n q u i r e and t o l e a r n 
t h a r i g h t t o h o l d o p i n i o n a 
t h a r i g h t to p r a c t i c e e r t f r e e l y 
t o e v a l u a t e and t o c r i t i c i s e 
t h e r i g h t to l l e t e n , t o d l e c u e a end to 
p u b l l e h and to r e e d * * * * * 

» 2 o l l Ko ta * 

Radio 8 a n t u reechaa 4 . 8 m i l l i o n a i a c k a I n 
aaven languagea . Which aakae i t t h a a o t t 
e f f e c t i v e a a d i u a i n S lack a d v a r t i e l n g . 
R a d i o Bantu - where your money t a l k e l o u d e a t . 

- Recent e d v e r t i n 
South A f r l c e n 
bue lneee J o u r n a l * 

THE PRESENT CRISIS of South A f r i c a n ' a o c i e t y * 

can be eeen n o t o n l y w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e 

economic f a c e of e o c l e t y but e l a o ae I t e f f a c t a 

p o l l t i c e and i d e o l o g y . At t h e eeaa t l a e aa t h e 

r e a l a t a n c a of t h e d o a l n a t a d groupe w i t h i n t h a 

count ry hoe i n c r e a s e d a a r k a d l y , t h e e t e t e hoe 

awung between i n c o r p o r e t l o n l a t { c o - o p t l y e ) 

a t a g e a (such aa d e t e n t e ) end t h e uee of i t e 

d i r e c t end v i o l e n t r e p r a e e l v e aechan iaaa I n 

Quick e u c c e a e i o n * Th la hae to eoae e x t e n t 

Dean a r e o u l t o f e t r u g g l e a taken p i e c e w i t h i n 

the e t e t e power b loc I t e e l f . I n t h i e p e r i o d o f 

conTuelon end c r l e l e , i t i e e d i f f i c u l t t e e k 

to even b e g i n t o t e a a a out t h a d i r e c t i o n of 

thoae a c t i v e i n the I n t e r l i n k i n g I d e o l o g l c e l , 

p o l i t i c e l and econoaic e t r u g g l e a which 

c o n t i n u e d e i l y ( 1 ) , 

I n t h e e h i f t i n g and coap lex e c e n a r l o a 

which emerge f r o a t h l a c r l e l e , those who 

atudy t h e l i t e r a t u r e coming f r o a Southern 

A f r i t - w i l l be ewere of en i n e a c a p e b l e f a c t i 

t h a t c r i t i c a a r e b e g i n n i n g to ahow an l n t e r a e t 

i n l i t e r a r y e x p r e e e l o n which e p r l n g e f r o a t h a 

d o a l n a t a d and oppreeaed s e c t o r a i n e o c l e t y * 

T h i e new t r e n d nee by and l a r g e emerged 

beceuee of t h a c u l t u r a l and o t h e r a c t i v i t l a a 

o f t h a v a r i o u e groupe f o r a i n g p e r t o f t h e 

oppreeeed end d o a l n e t e d , r e t h e r then f r o a any 

d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n of thought f r o a w i t h i n t h e 

e p l r i t u a l power p o a l t i o n a of South A f r l c a ' e 

l i t e r a r y e e t a b l l e h a e n t * I n p e r t l c u l a r , t h e 

work of b laok l i t e r e r y p e r f o r m e r e , w r l t e r e 

end l n t e l l a c t u a l o ae m o b i l i z e d through t h e 

o r g a n i s a t i o n * of tha Black Conacloueneee 

movement 1 " t h e e a r l y end a i d - a e v a n t l e a boars 

c l o a e r a c r u t l n y * The l a t t e r h a i r o f t h e decade 

h a a , a o r a o v e r , p rov ided a hoet of p o l i t i c a l 

and econoaic a t r u g g l e e which l i t e r e r y 

c o h e l d e r a t i o n a cennot i g n o r e * Aaong t h e e e a r e 
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t h t l i b e r a t i o n of the former Portuguese 

colonise) t h t Sowoto revo l t of 1976| the 

denning of the Bleck Conociouanooo c u l t u r e l 

end p o l l t i c e l orgenieet ione ee v e i l ee the 

eorld newopaperi the Information ecendelt the 

growing m i l i t a r y confrontet lon In Zimbabwe, 

tJemlble and South A f r i c a ; end the ongoing 

fragmenting end po le r i z lng of experience 

wi th in the country. 

Ur i toro heve not been exempt froe problems 

end preeeuree In e c l imate where moot forme of 

dieeent ere seen ee h o e t l l e by e e t e t e 

e t ructure which eter ted o f f the '-• ' .• 'a in en 

aura of confidence end l e l i k e l y to end the 

docsda n b r i t t l e , f rectured end eoverely 

r e p r e i e l v e . Removal or re fuee l of paaeporte* 

hereosment. bonnlngo. e x i l e end imprisonment 

heve been pert of the l i f e of our wr i t e re 

during thie period ( 2 ) . 

I . 

for e whi le e f t e r the benninge of the AMC 

end PAC et the e ter t of the e l x t l e s end the 

e f f e c t i v e e l lenc lng wi th in the country of 

moet of the te lented bleck wr i tere involved 

in the development of en Englieh-lenguego 

w r i t i n g during the previoue decade, most 

v i e i b l e c u l t u r e l e f fec te of South Afr lcon 

o r i g i n were the product of white wr i t e re such 

ee the Seotigere, end Cnglleh-epeeklng 

indlv iduele euch ee Jack Cope end Nedine 

Gordlmer, Cven et i t s meet p o l l t i c e l ( the 

Seetlgere wi th one or two exceptione hed other 

concerne) the w r i t i n g tended towerde e plodding 

r e e l l e t l c eode of expreeeion end e f e i r l y 

modloh ' re levance' which eought to expoie the 

i n l q u i t l e e end e t t i t u d e of raciem end epertheid 

in South Afr ice without ever eeeming to delve 

e e t l e f e c t o r i l y in to the dynamics of e i t h e r the 

socia l e t ructure or the e t t l t u d e e lnvo lved(3 ) . 

The individuel iem of the cherectere in theee 

booke end pleye wee generel ly etreeeed ee e 

nocossery defence egeinet the creeping 

conformity end leek of empathy ceuaed by the 

epettheid regime; where e community of f ee l ing 

wee drewn rrom. ee in the Afrikeene 11 ereture 

of the time* « type of e x i e t e n t l e l rebe l l ion 

wee the foohlon. Publlehlng was regarded ee the 

height of e young w r l t e r ' o euccmoe. end the 

idee thet the book wei the ul t imate in l i t e r e r y 

expreeeion wee not chal lenged. The tendency of 

the time weev i f anyth ing, towerde the further 

academiclgatl^n end cleee e t r e t l f i c e t i o n of 

l i t m r o t u r e . end the l i t e r e r y end ecedemlc 

c l iques whe 'knew t h e i r l l t e r e t u r e * hed e 

powerful e f f e c t on e e e t h e t l c / c u l t u r e l norme 

end t h e i r cont inuet lon . Thie eherp d lv le ion 

between the emell group of the ' a r t i s t i c a l l y 

knowledgeable* end the meeeee wee edhered to 

by both white wr i t e re end a r t l a t o . end the 

few eurvlvore of bleck l l t e r e t u r e who remeined 

to be touted end ehown of f In l i t e r e r y 

megezlnee. 

However« e t the eeme time ee the r i e e of 

the Bleck Conecloueneee movements in the l e t e 

o i x t l o e and eer ly eeventlee one noticed creoke 

e te r t lng to eppeer in t h i e etructure of 

l i t e r e r y end e r t l e t i c c i r c l e s * The voicee of 

bleck pleywrlghte end ec to rs t and. s l i g h t l y 

l e t o r , bleck poete. begen to be heerd in the 

townshipe again, Theee l i t e r e r y per fo re i re 

begen to moke e t r l k i n g uee of e powerful 

(end r e l e t i v e l y unrepreaeod, though 

economicelly explo i ted) tool of township 

expreeeiont mueic« Rusic groupe euch es 

Oeohlk i , nelombo end H e r e r l f lour iehed ee 

wel l ee e theat re combining dance* drome mr\0 

muoiCft Thie theet re ver led from the commerciel 

end popular work of Glbeon Kente end Sem 

nhengwene to the more earioue mn6 p o l i t i c a l l y 

conscloue work of n i h l o t l end other red lce l 

theet re groupe { • ) » Theetre* pop end Jezz 

f e s t i v e l e sprmed. S t y l i e t i c e l l y en important 

inf luence on the young, engry poete who 

emerged wee the poetry of the Bleck Power 

movement in the United States, p a r t i c u l a r l y 

poete euch ee Robert Hoyden, Lengeton Hughoe* 

Imemu Amlri Bereke, Gwendolyn Brooke end 

othere . With t h i e inf luence went e eh i r t lng 

ewey from etenderd English towards a fee l ing 

for lenguege ee epoken In the townehipo. thue 

being outside of the experience of white 

l l t e r e t u r e end ecedemie. A concern for the 

lenguege end rhythme of everydey epeech cen 

be seen in e recy *eleng* poetry which eter ted 

to emerge from c e r t e i n of the poets (S)« 

Thue in the period of time proceeding end 

during the 1976 r i o t o . e roourgence of c u l t u r a l 

e o t i v i t y from the bleck community end i t e 

f i l t e r i n g through to e rether wider spectrum 

of people i s not iceable* in l i n e wi th the 

doctrlnee of bleck ewaronooo* the focue of 

concern of block wr i tere end performere 

sh i f t ed r e d l c e l l y to e bleck l ie ten lng 

eudience in piece of e white l l b e r e l or 

ovorooee one* A l o t of the work which leeued 

fo r th had an urgent p o l i t i c a l funct ion . Ae 

much of the l l t e r e t u r e wee ueed ea a meane to 

mxprmao eoc ie l dlacontont, the velue of the 

utterence wee seen by eome wr i tere ee temporery 

end more ueefu l in apreedlng ideae then e 

turopean ' a r t for e r t ' e moke*. Indeed, one of 

the foremoet groupe in t h i e l i t e r e r y roourgence* 

the Journa l is ts , eppeer to have ueed l l t e r e t u r e 

in the ebsence of any degree of freedom in 

t h e i r profese ion. Thue e type of e r t l e t i c 

production emerged which ueed any medium 
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mellmaole or appropriate to the o i t u o t l o n a t 

hind* 
nultl-»aadifi shows and a type of urban ora l 

poetry using drua and other musical aceempaolment 

reached a high qua l i ty of parforaancai Oaanlk i 'o 

rvnd i t i cn of Cesalrm'a 'Return to Wy Nat lva 

Land1 ana tha p i r f o r M n c f l i of ftedupe tfritere' 

Association coma to » m d , Thla a h i f t from a 

reeding audience to a l i s t e n i n g one means 

t h a i ajch of tha Important work which was 

haard a t tha t i a a remain* r e l a t i v e l y unknown 

outside of i t a enwironment: at laaat two of 

tha moat i n f l u e n t i a l flQuraa in thia poatry , 

rtolefe Phetoe ana L e f i f i T ied! (both now in 

e x i l e ) , ara a t l l l a laoat completely 

unpuDliahad ( 6 ) * 

Tha raaaona for tha uaa of t n i e naw 

f o r * of dieoominatlon ara aany. To soma 

extent thaatra and ora l poatry ara forms 

laaa vulnarabla to censorship, dua to tha 

compression of language involved which allowed 

i t to bo a hiding placa for aaaninga aora 

accaaalbla to tha audlanca than to tha canaora 

( 7 ) * fur thermore, a concarn for epproprlete 

l l t a r a r y techniques was given voica to* Those 

poatry workshops and raadlnga point to tha 

fac t that poata wara now concarnad to uaa 

l l t a r a t u r a aa a mesne of d l r a c t communication 

rathar than daai r lng pub l ica t ion as tha way 

to o i r c u l a t a t h a l r work; indeed, there m i a 

tendency among soma of tha youngar Soweto 

poata during and lamadiataly a f t a r 1976 to 

aaa a l l who publishad aa suspact. Thia 

par t i c ipa tory and par formad a r t aaphaaisad 

tha faa l ing i n aoma c i rc laa connactad with 

black conaciousnaaa that c o l l a c t l v a axparlanca 

could mnrich ind iv idua l a f f o r t and anhanca a 

dagraa of c u l t u r a l u n i t y , Thia amphaala on 

naw tachniquas waa couplmd with a growing 

awareness of tha control exercised by whlta 

l i b e r a l and overseas alamanta in moat of tha 

I n s t i t u t i o n s and businesses connactad wi th 

a r t l a t i c output - publ ishing houses, tha racord 

industry , a f t g a l l e r i e s and so on. Gwala, for 

one, expressed a d i s l i k e for tha l i m i t a t i o n s 

of books and saw tha problsm of cont r i1 aa 

not only ona of whlta exper t i se , but tao 

"methode of oparat lon that ara baaed on 

whlta expert ise" ( 8 ) , Thia oaslra to broek 

away from commarclal antarpr laaa almad at 

exporting l l t a r a t u r a or in f luancing i t s 

a u l t a b l l l t y for audisncaa compriaad of 

l i b e r a l s and tha educated black e l i t e wae 

at ona stage d iscern ib le r ight from tha 

educated and aora p o l i t i c a l l y a r t i c u l a t e 

i n t e l l e c t u a l s involved to 'popular ' 

entar ta inere and recording a r t i s t s such aa 

hah la th ln l and nehote l la Queens < 9 ) , 

Thia r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and rec t ruc tur lng 

of Afr ican cu l ture and c rea t ive impuleee 

- in short , a c u l t u r a l r e e f f i r m e t l o n ' - wea 

made manifest in a s i t u a t i o n where the 

dominant white cu l ture wee conatipated and 

i n d i v i d u a l i a t i c . * black ethoe aa challenger 

inetaed of challenged cema in to being end 

began an aaaault on tha clelma of relevance 

of the whlta l l t e r e r y eatabllshment ee e whole* 

I t la l n f o r a a t l v a to note, however* thet 

whatever a h l f t a i n tha dagraa of tolarence 

towerda th la new c u l t u r a l I n i t i a t i v e took 

piece wi th in the dominent cleasee, eny attempts 

s t control of tha economic meana of 

diaaemlnatlon by black i n t e l l e c t u a l s i evolved 

haa been suppressed ( 1 0 ) * Attempts to break 

away from white patronage often found problema 

w i t h venuee end flnences n w e l l , es no proper 

f e c i l l t i e s exletmd for black theat res , e r t 

g a l l e r i e s or other venuee* 

Despite a temporary break caueed by the 

banning of world* U9J, «edupe and the 

orgenieatione of the Mock Coneciouaneea 

Hcvement in October 1977. the evolution and 

power of c u l t u r a l end l i t e r a r y a c t i v i t y by 

black a r t i s t s has continued; in t h i s sense 

the doatruct lon haa not bean as grsat as that 

caueed ny the crackdowns end extent ion of 

ceneorship In tha early 1960's* This can of 

courae par t ly be explained by the fac t thet 

the p o l i t i c a l banninge against the e r t l a t a 

and wr i ters themsolveo wes less pronounced 

than in the e a r l i e r period) but in my opinion 

I t also pointa to a p o s s i b i l i t y that techniques 

not wholly dependent on tha pr inted page had 

allowed the haott of l i t e r a r y a c t i v i t y to 

sink in fs r Oesoer roota than before , wi th a 

possible f i l t e r i n g of the uses of l i t e r a t u r e 

from the educated e l i t e down to p e t t y -

bourgaoia and even working claaa elements not 

previously involved in l i t e r a t u r e ( 1 1 ) . 

The f i n a l e f fec te of tha eftarmoth of 

tha Soweto revo l t and tha benninge and 

detentions hove nevmrtheleee been demaglng 

enough* The f l i g h t of aany young and 

p r o f i t i n g poata and playwrlghta into a n i l e , 

and the prolonged detention of othere ere 

phonoaeno which e t i l l heve to be properly 

eeeoaemd* Thia hae raeultad in rather less 

smphaals having been placed subsequently on 

theatre and draaat ic performances, whi le some 

of the poetry haa moved to a e l i g h t l y mora 

conservative epproech. Pieny of the moot 

iapreealve music and drametic a r t perforaare 

have bean dr iven in to e x i l e ( 1 2 ) . Other 

developments heve perhepa been more 

encouraging* the formation of a P .C.N, branch 

on thm tfltwatararand fa r more roproaentat ive 

than e a r l i e r ettempte of the c u l t u r a l mi l ieu 
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genera l ly ( 1 3 ) , tha r i aa of magezinee mora 

concsrnad with a South Af r ican than simply 

a whi te - inep i red l i t e r a t u r e (14) , and a 

e i t u e t i o n lo which i t i a now d a f i n i t e l y tha 

l i t a r a r y output or tha dominated olaaaaa 

which ia mora v i t a l and a r r e s t i n g , aa Tar 

aa tha mora 'ser ious* l i t a r a t u r a ia concarnad 

a t laaat t th l a can ba aaan in tha grudging 

accaptanca of at laaat tone Af r ican l i t a r a t u r a 

in to un ivers i ty couraaa and discussion, 

float i n t e r a s t i n g ( parhapst l a tha 

tandancy of a far less exc lua iv le t approach 

forthcoming recent ly from black w r i t e r s , addad 

to tha adoption of a l i g h t l y a l t a r a d d i a t r i b u t i o n 

and dissemination techniquee* A ganaral 

consensus of opinion haa come in to being 

that publishing ia again an accaptabla way 

of apraading l i t a r a r y output . A f.nr greeter 

and growing emphasis on proaa w r i t i n g i a 

alao d i s c e r n i b l e , most s t r i k i n g in tha 

racant ly publlahad ahort a tor laa of Ahaad 

£seop and tha i n f l u e n t i a l VHutuzal l netahoba. 

I t must ba pointad out that proaa in i t s 

production ia a f a r mora ind iv idua l iaad 

form than a i t h a r thaatra or p a r t i c i p a t o r y 

poetry* However, thara ara growing algna 

t h a t tha laaaona laarn t about tachniqua 

during tha paat dacada haua not baan t o t a l l y 

l o e t . Small l i t a r a r y groupa ara again baing 

formed (CYAf Hedi* Bayajula to mention but a 

faw) and multimedia performancea ara taking 

place* Dramatic parformancaa of Betsnobs*e 

a tor laa ara alao apparantly baing plannad ( 1 5 ) * 

I n t e r e s t i n g l y , aoma of thaaa groupa can 

ba found in tha heavi ly populated r u r a l eluaa 

of tha Santuatana (auch aa Guyo Book Club In 

Sibaaa) or ara beginning to uae a vernacular 

poetry far removed from tha d ic ta tee of t r i b a l 

cu l ture or the aegragatad u n i v a r a l t i e a 

(npumalonga Arte in Hemmenekraal)* One can 

aay t h a t , although a Community* cannot ba 

brought in to being by e l i t e r a r y organiaat ion 

or magazine, tha l ink ing of a r t i s t i c groupa 

In to theea forma of publiehlng and forme of 

dlacuaaion haa i t a encouraging aide ( 1 6 ) * 

Such l i t a r a r y development haa b<an 

p a r a l l e l e d by the lncreaelng r a t i o n a - i z a t i o n 

and sxtent ion of cenedfshlp contro l to cover 

widor areaa of concern - and the urben ora l 

poetry haa suffered from a growing awaraneea 

on tha part of the a u t h o r i t i e e a f t e r 1976 of 

i t a e f fect iveneee ee a medium - in aoma 

caaaa poets have been banned when t h e i r 

poems ara not accessible to cont ro l * In 

a d d i t i o n , aavaral issues of S t e f f r i d o r 

have already been bsnnad, whi le the m u l t i -

l lngue l Oonoa waa declared * prohibi ted 

pub l ica t ion in 197B* Oeepite the fac t that 

black wr i ta ra are eccprding to tha cenaora 

allowed a graatar 'pain threshold* than 

t h e i r white counterpar ts , and tha grudging 

concessions made about 'protest l i t e r e t u r e ' 

and ' l i t e r a r y m e r i t 1 , i t i e d i f f i c u l t to 

eaa what c r i t e r i a of Judgement ara a c t u a l l y 

being used ( " • 

1 1 . 

One of the e f f a c t a of the expansion of 

c a p i t a l i s t production in South A f r i c a , and tha 

re la ted maaalve urbanisation of blacks since 

tha 1930'e and 19a0'e haa bean a growth in the 

numbera of the black petty__bgurqQoiai"* (This 

claee ie ne i ther d i r e c t l y of the cap i taX ia t 

c laee , or bourgeoisie* nor i a i t part of 

tha working c l e e e . fleceuse of i t a intermediate 

poai t ion between the two great clasaaa of 

cap i ta l i am, i t o f ten dlaplaya unstable 

i n t a r a a t s and posit ions over c r u c i e l p o l i t i c a l 

idaologice l and economic conf l ic te*Ae i e 

explained below, c e r t a i n groupa In the patty 

bourgeolala are defined mainly by t h e i r 

re le t lonah lp to p o l i t i c a l or ideologica l 

aspacta of soc ie ty . Thio d i f fmre from tha 

olaaaaa of c a p l t a l i a t e end workere, who ere 

defined meinly, but not on ly , by t h a l r 

posi t ion in the economic etructure of 

aoclety * e d i t o r ) . 

Tha pat ty bourgeolele in South Af r ica 

now includes wage earnere in c i v i l , commercial* 

educat iona l , heal th and madia work as wel l as 

professlonel people and emai l -scale tredare in 

both Bantustana and urban areea ( I B ) , Tha 

Af r ican petty-bourgeoieio in t h i e country le 

extremely d lveraa end hetarogeneouat end 

fregmenta of i t exh ib i t e range of f l u c t u s t l n g 

posit ions and s t t i tudoa under d i f f e r e n t 

condi t ions, although tha raciam of tha white 

power bloc of ten eervee to negat ively uni fy 

th la c l a e e . The Indiv iduele placed wi th in 

the petty-bourgeois close sre in a r e l a t i v e l y 

insecure poei t ion economically compared to 

t h e i r white counterparts* Tha aeme Insecur i ty 

holds true p o l i t i c a l l y and ( u n t i l racant ly ) 

ideo log ica l ly aa w a l l * In the fece of 

continual harassment of t h e i r attempte et 

organ isa t ion , they preeent no u n i f i e d 

p o l i t i c e l poe i t ion ) indeed, the narrow 

stance edopted by soma segmente of t h i e 

clese in the Bantustana ahowa tha l r dependence 

on and u l t i m a t e l y vested in te ree t in tha 

funct ioning of the a t e t a which created t h e i r 

poa i t ion* In urban araaa t h e i r grievances are 

expreeead in a number of way a , from the deeira 

for the removel of epac i f i c blocks to the i r 

betterment, to more rad ica l demands* 

Aa the epartheid ayatem haa proved by 

end lerge uneble to accommodate t h a l r ln ta raa te 
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the black petty bourgeoieie hae in various 

r 0r»« attempted ideologica l and p o l i t i c a l 

a] Liancea wi th both urban and rura l lower 

cleoaes over tha years . However, the 

insecur i ty of t h e i r posi t ion and tha of ten 

ehort -s ighted nature of t h e i r demands have, 

whan m i by coarcion and rafueal by th» South 

Afr ican e t a t e , reeultad in tha fraguant 

destruct ion of t h a i r a t taap ta to organieo a 

aaaa baaa for themaelves during tha l a a t 

t h i r t y yaara. 

I t has baen pointed out that tha patty 

bourgeois ind iv idua l poaaa hia or har c o n f l i c t 

or contrad ic t ion wi th tha atata powar bloc 

mora a a a i l y in taraa of ldsology and p o l i t i c s , 

rathar than in taraa of tha natura of tha 

economic system of tha society , and aapacia l ly 

tha natura of ownership and contro l of tha 

a a t e r l e l "sena of production ( 1 9 ) . Moreover,' 

a powerful a t ra tua of th is claaa - i n t e l l e c t u a l s 

teechers# Journal ists and a r t l a t a - have a 

mainly idaologica l ro le in soc ie ty . Thie group 

tende to have e coaaon unity in l t e thought 

and ideology* mainly because of the 

importance of education in tha groups formation 

and continued axletence ( reproduct ion ) . 

The key ro le of etodanta and i n t e l l e c t u a l a 

in the r l e e of the Black Coneclouenoee 

movement end the importance of black conacloue-

naas as a raect lon againet tha denigrat ion of 

Curopeen cu l tura l norma t h i s decade i s obvious. 

Tha and of the 1960s marke the and of the 

c o a l i t i o n wi th white l i b a r a l e and the ^ginning 

of new forme of organiaatlon among blacks 

given a cu l tu ra l focua but a f f e c t i n g a l l f i e l d a 

of a c t i v i t y . In the vecuua created by the 

banning of tha pravioue major p o l i t i c a l 

orgeniaatlona inside the country end tha 

e x i l e and imprisonment of i t s leadorshipv 

the students of the urben e l i t a on the 

aagrageted campuses and schools were 

instrumentel in se t t ing up organlaetiona euch 

ae 5*50 and 5ASn end le ta r on the 8PC, the 8CPV 

BPA and SSRC* 

Linking s i g n i f i c a n t l y to tha thought of 

tha Bleck l*ower movement in North America, 

black eonacloueneae Ideology baaed i t s e l f on 

an emotional rather then a theore t i ca l appeal 

for tack l ing auch leaues at hand ae the white 

man'e eteraotypa of 'b leckneao' , e re jec t ion 

of oee lml la t lon , a retrospect ive pr ide in 

Afr ican c u l t u r a l her i tage and a paychologlcal 

emancipation and e f f i rmet ion of colour ( 2 0 ) . 

Duo to tha peraaeters end the forae of control 

employed by the South Afr ican s t a t e , such as 

tha a r t i f i c i a l maintenance of the Bentustana 

end r e c l e l b a r r i e r s against economic p a r i t y , 

the struggle for freedom by the oppressed im 

of ten expressed in r e c l e l , ethnic or nat ional 

teraie. The Idea of r a c i a l or nat ional 

d i f ference in South Af r ica la foetered by 

the s t a t e ; and various ssctions of the black 

petty-bourgeoisie hsve sougnt to u t i l i s e 

th is ea a popul iet element in the i r p o l i t i c e l 

end Idao log ica l forma of ac t ion , as w e l l es in 

t h e i r manner of i n t e r p r e t i n g end explelnlng 

r e a l i t y * The cmuss of oppression i * thus not 

perceived to l i e In the p o l i t i c e l , economic 

and idaologica l structures of control wi thin 

the country, but to be a factor of 'whi te* 

egainst 'b lack 1 (21) .Tha black consclouaneee 

l n l t i e t i v e in South A f r i c a , although i t s 

leadership was undoubtedly petty bourgooie and 

aoat of i t a i n i t i a l damanda reformist end 

e l i t e o r i e n t e d , had r e l a t i v e euccess beceuse 

in the absence of t r a d i t i o n a l popular 

movements or s cont inui ty of e l e c t i v e 

p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i s a t i o n i t took up soae 



demands which errected the graat majority of 

black people , such os the colour bar* further

more, f-acfl-jse of a lack of theory or c lear 

objec t ives i t appeered s t f i r s t manipuloble in 

i t s e t h n i c / r a c i e l aspect to both white l ibera l 

and Afrikaner n a t i o n a l i s t elements ( 2 2 ) . 

While to acme extant oppression and 

e x p l o i t a t i o n ara the common l o t or e l l those 

with e bleck skin in South Afr ica , i t cennot 

be assumed that s t any one t i e s the opposit ion 

to th i s oppression w i l l be uniform (23)* It 

must be s t re s sed that bleck conecioueneas 

begen meinly t i a cul tural and i d e o l o g i c e l 

expression and has in the f inal o n e l y e l s been 

eccepted as e *ent le o f la fc l t l«e t lon by 

individuela end orgenieet ione with widely 

d i f f e r i n g goa l s snd s tences (24)sNo c lear 

answer has yet emerged as to how to susta in 

an economic and p o l i t i c a l s t rugg le using th i s 

meens of cul tural e o b l l l s e t i o n in the ebeence 

of workers' oroanisat ione and in the face of 

increas ing ly severe e t e t e suppression, 

e s p e c i a l l y recent ly ( 2 5 ) , En addi t ion , the 

n t i n c l - t l f a i l u r e of the black consciousness 

impetus sa i t stenda today seems to be t h s t , 

now that i t s organisat ions heve been banned, 

i t e o r i e n t e t i o n for • purely i d e o l o g i c a l and 

cu l tura l core have been etrengthenod in soeje 

quarters . It nee become e r a l l y i n g cry for 

both radical ana conservative elements in 

the black community and has, in cer ta in 

ins tances , become simply a mirror imege of 

the ideee i t i e opposing (2G)*Culturel 

movemonte are important elements of the 

s trugg le of any people for edvantege but 

cannot, e t r l c t l y through the ir own impsct on 

the i d e o l o g i c e l l e v e l , create mny oermonont 

chenge in the soc i e ty s t large ( 2 7 ) , and there 

has been a tendency among some wri ters a t tracted 
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to the doc tr ines of black coneciousness to evoid 

materiel r e a l i t y and 4et up ebeurd connectione 

based on supposedly psychic or other rac ia l 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ( 2 8 ) . 

tXIi 

Although e l l l l t e r e t u r e need not be 

over t ly p o l i t i c a l s i t cannot be f r e e »f 

Ideo log ica l and somet ime p o l i t i c a l 

implicat ion* and w i l l , because l l t e r e t u r e i s 

usually an individual or group a c t i v i t y , not 

only express those impi icet ions but e lao form 

end reform them anew* Whet subaecuently emergee 

l e not so much an express ion of ideology es a 

production of ideology, often rul l of 

c o n f l i c t i n g end contradictory meanings, gaps 

end a l i enees (2*)» 

Tne r e l a t i v e importance of minor forms 

of i d e o l o g i c e l moo i l i ee t lon such ae a r t , 

l i t e r a t u r e , journalism e tc* can f luctuate 

according to circumstances: as the i d e o l o g i c a l 

s t rugg le becomes more acuta in South Africa* 

for ins tance , the absence of d i r e c t p o l i t i c e l 

organisat ion means that ideo log ica l e f f e c t s 

cen become ' f r e e - f l o a t i n g 1 , snd ' s c t i v i a t ' or 

'committed* s tances i n art need to be subject 

to a c l o s e r a n e l y s i s befors their p o t e n t i a l 

can be measured* In th i s country, the continual 

smashing of organised opposit ion to the 

government hee led both to writera not 

referr ing to a auetained ac t ive base , and to 

them being regarded n» a s i g n i f i c a n t source 

of enti-government e t t l t u d e e by the ei lta)a 

Situeted in a s o c i e t y where populer d i jeontent 

egeinet the ruling regime le r i f e , d ieaf fec ted 

l n t e l l e c t u a l e end a r t i s t e , even when poassssed 

of highly personei motives , may see a 

mobilizing ro le for themselves in the ir e r t , 

uhero overt p o l i t i c a l expression i s suppreaaed, 

their utterancee cen take on added relevance 

to thoee oppressed by the eystem* In meny 

countriee of Africa a r t i s t s and writere ere 

more connected, w i l l y - n i l l y , to the p o l i t i c a l 

eventa of the day (even i f they choose to try 

withdrewing)* The r e l e t l v e shekiness of the 

atate apparatuses and the discontent of large 

numbers of people make the ir work more potent 

than in Europe, where i t ie contelned more 

eae i l y by the ' to lerance 1 of the soc i e ty 

for individual ar t ia ta (30)* 

It i s never acceptable for the c r i t i c to 

eccopt l l t e r e t u r e on the levol at which i t 

I t s e l f operetes ( 3 1 ) I 'committment' snd 

•relevance1 have indeed become almost 

obl igatory ano unwieldy terms in South Africa 

today* To see any l i t erary activism (or 

' r e l e v o n c e ' - edj in tne context of morel or 

r e f l e c t i v e imperet ives , where i t i s bel ieved 

l i t e r e t u r e should project /construct sn ideal 

world and a g i t a t e men on to frseh voluoe, i s 

to miss or ignore almost a l l of ths elementa 

that go up to make e d irected e c t l v l s t 

l i t e r e t u r e * 

All too often vslue Is awarded to works 

which f i l l c e r t e i n ca tegor ie s s e l ec ted snd 

presented beforehand i n the soc ia l and a r t i s t i c 

mi l i suj Gwele, for one, hee pointed to the way 

Dorie Leesing was ignored by t lbere l South 

African purveyors of l i t e r e t u r e for many yeers 

(32)* The i d e o l o g i c e l presupposi t ions snd 

concerns of publ ishers end c r i t i c s , dependent 

on the domlnent e e s t h e t l c (and indaed p o l i t i c a l ) 

ideo log lee a c t i v e at the ir time, tend to 

l n f l e t e and dlaparege the worka they come 

accross in a haphazard way* The manner in 

which an eminent white doyen of l i t e r e t u r e 

in t h i e decode re jec ted the ear ly s t o r i e s of 

tango TahabanQu for euppoeedly i n f e r i o r 



qual i ty i t i n d i c a t i v e and i l l u m i n a t i n g aa 

l a thQ awarding of p r l i a a overaoaa to tha 

a t r idant yat unconvincing Andre Br ink* 

Objectione aada by Afr ican wr i tora about 

tha culture-bound Judgements of tfaotern 

c r i t i c * of Afr ican l i t a r a t u r a ara f u l l y 

j u s t l f i o d ( 3 3 ) * However, A l l too of ten 

c r i t i c i s e rrom Afr ican c r i t i c s bat appeared 

to fol low tha formal M d oubjeet ive tacnnlquee 

of tha vary same yaatarn c r l t i c a who ara 

diemiasad ( 3 4 ) * Tha typa of comment which 

doaa not raa l l aa that tha 'committed' stancn 

put forward in a work of l i t a r a t u r a cannot 

merely ba accaptad in a s u p e r f i c i a l manner but 

muet ba I -- . "": *•'•'- tr» other considerations of 

an h i s t o r i c a l , s o c i a l , ideologica l and 

technological nature , can aavur? no exact 

placement of the work in thr complex abbs and 

flows of thought and act ion of i t a t i a e , 

Tne davotaa of South Afr ican l i t a r a t u r a 

muot therefore reckon wi th the taehnlquee and 

forma spec i f ic to the l i t e r a r y a c t u a l i z a t i o n 

undar *tudy aa wal l aa the h i s t o r i c a l and 

aocla l parameters of the wcrk, Jo aro 

surrounded today wi th favourable prejudices 

towards dominant l i t e r a r y modes and taatea 

inher i tod in t n i s country f r o * Europe and 

disseminated by tha idao log lca l l y contro l led 

placea of Learning, I t cannot be accepted 

that l l t a r a r y formulations and t h e i r 

re la t ionship to society ara i d e n t i c a l the 

world over , even when Ind iv idua l ised and 

imported forma i l k a the novel and published 

poetry are uasd ( 3 5 ) . moreover, i n such a 

a i tua t ion the r e l a t i v e separation of wr i t e rs 

from a publ ic used to other forms of c u l t u r a l 

expression, d i f f i c u l t i e s of education end 

language and the Inf luence of t r a d i t i o n a l and 

ora l forma #11 bear considerat ion ( 3 6 ) * 

Ideaa chenge msanlng ee the h l e t o r i c a l 

context changes meaningt in f a c t , the 'angry* 

poetry now emerging in South Afr ica aeema to 

boar l i t t l e r e l a t i o n to the v i t a l i t y of hlack 

theatre and poetry of the period uo to 

October 1977; end a c e r t a i n amount of 

posturing l a now ev iden t . L i t e r a t u r e i t at 

a i l t inea an a c t i v i t y , and the w r i t e r s 

pact of a l i v i n g aocla l context , and the 

bearer of tha weight of i t s b e l i e f s , 

conformit ies tna rebe l l ions ( 3 7 ) , 

The stance cf tne l i t e r a r y establishment 

ano i t s c r i t i c i s m when faced wi th these typea 

of problems i a i n d i c a t i v e of i t s shortcomings 

( 3 8 ) , Una f i n d * a predominantly textual 

c r l t i c l a m which can neither exple ln chenge nor 

see beyond i t a obsession wi th Indiv idual 

l i t e r a r y objects in the f i e l d of numerous 

c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i s s from which a r t or 

l l t o r o t u r a emerge, Thus, Cyprian Cfcuenoi ia 

to them a worthy object of study out Onitaha 

Market l i t e r a t u r e l a not j xinQ Kono rates 

c r i t i c a l reviews while mpeqengs does not . 

ne i ther is i t easy to f ind much evidence 

of more complex ( i f e lso text-bound) 

project lona such aa l l n g u i e t l c or s t r u c t u r a l i s t 

methods of c r i t i c i s m . E l i z a Botha has admitted 

that "d ie groter tokoger lg the l * wat o ie 

Afrikaenee le t terkundlge k r i t l e k van die 

v y f t i g e r j e r e negeetreef he t , i a nle deur 

enlge vnuwe r l g t i n g * of *nuwe metodo' 

oorstam nie" ( 3 9 ) , unen l i t e r e r y c r i t i c ' s * 

l e eean in auch a t i g h t , aa a mirror ex l t i n g 

l i t e r a t u r e end r e f l e c t i n g i t a moodsf analysis 

of any but the moat c u l t u r a l l y accapteble of 

the dominant c lass* l i t e r e r y p r o d u c t i o n 

becomes d i f f i c u l t , Couzena' view l e herah but 

exacti 

page 19 

. . • t n e everege South Arrlcan l i t e r a r y 
c r i t i c ia wh i te , le middle-claeo. Unaware 
of i t a own perochiel iam, i t muet create J 
South Afr ican l i t e r a t u r e in i t a own 
image. South Afr icen l i t e r e r y c r i t i c i s m 
i s in a s tate of o r i g i n a l ignorance, 
Tnia manlfeets i t a e l f In at leaet three 
weyai the ignoring of the f i e l d , tne 
paucity of in-rtepth research, the 
narrowness of v is ion ( 4 0 ) , 

Ine rhstor ic of th ia typa or c r l t i c l a m 

la remarkably uni form, The naive aensuous 

empiricism of i t e pract ice protects i t s e l f by 

iegifrjemsin {the references to • u n i v e r a a l i t y ' ) 

from any c r i t i c a l discourse at the same time 

as tne s p l i t betwoon high and low cu l ture is 

nurtured and pronouncur*. dork based en 

o l f f e r e n t preoieea is not analysed In concrete 

terms but la dismissed with reference to 

' b u i t e - l l t e r e r e oorwaninge' ( 4 1 ) , 

•ihat hes eventual ly sms: \ rrom t h i s 

established c r i t i c i s m i a a passive stance to 

a bewildering and al ienated century. In South 

A f r i c a , th ia way of avoiding social concerns 

hue usual ly resulted in #n imp l i c i t a f f i rmat ion 

of tha etetus quo ( 4 2 ) . P o l i t i c a l l y i t has 

k jp t f a i t h wi th un iversa l i ty only by s t ra in ing 

to remain uncontaminateo by any aort of 

ideology, despite the fac t that a l l l i t e r a r y 

theory ieeuea fo r th f r o * the dynamic r e i a t i o n -

ahlpa and intorect iona which const i tu te the 

i d e o l o g i c a l , Insteeo, a s t e r i l i z e d c r i t i c i s m 

is put forward wherein the c r i t i c la not 

awarti of the bounosries and l i m i t a t i o n s of 

hie or her own point of view; and the concern 

with a present meaning empty of h l e t o r i c a l 

and social perspective blurs tne very fact of 

tha s u b j e c t i v i t y of the c r l t i c ' a reaponse ( * * ) • 

Without a dynamic c r i t i c a l end c u l t u r a l 

baala a l l re f l ec t lona ebout l i t e r a t u r e ara 

doomed to a t e r l l e debate end class-bound 



stasis ( lack of movement and development). 

Ideologica l censorship through patronage 

and se lec t ion and suppression of l i t e r a t u r e 

not part of the standards of dominant cu l ture 

has h i s t o r i c a l l y of ten been the case in South 

A f r i c a , r esu l t ing in the destruct ion of much 

that uaa va luable t p e r t i c u l e r i y in the c u l t u r a l 

c ruc ib le of the townships ( 4 * ) . Furthermore* 

the t rensposi t ion of European c r i t i c a l 

etandarde without thought onto a country where 

d i f f e r i n g c u l t u r e l experiences end l i t e r e r y 

t r a d i t i o n s heve olwaye inf luenced each other* 

has been especia l ly ro t roec t ive to f inding 

methods of approach su i tab le to c u l t u r a l and 

l i t e r a r y atudy. Even i f European formats ere 

used by the wr i t e rs themselves* these w i l l be 

a l t e r e d i n changed circumetences ( 4 5 ) . The 

adaptat ion of European langeuQes by black 

wr i t e rs to express fresh concerns posee a 

problem for the Western-trained c r i t i c * ae 

does the expectatlone and pos i t ion of South 

Af r icen wr i t e rs v i s - a - v i s t h e i r society and 

the over t ly p o l i t i c a l ro la accepted by many* 

The d i r r e r e n t d iv is ions wi th in South Afr ican 

l i t e r a t u r e heve elways emerged from a common 

economy and body p o l i t i c * end the complex 

inf luencee between d i f f e r e n t * streams' of 

t h i s l i t e r a t u r e are only now e te r t lng to be 

appreciated, f o r instance* the Soweto revo l t 

had a powerful e f f ec t on the white l i t e r a t u r e 

of the time* and the l i t e r e r y stendards and 

valuee of the establishes c r i t i c s only then 

began to look ta t te red around the edges* 

The r i s e of the 'betrokke1 Sewentigers as 

u e l l as English wr i t e rs such aa J .H* Coetzao* 

who seek to explore new modee of prose 

expression* is i m p l i c i t l y underpinned by en 

awareness of the necessary p p l i t i c a l n p a s 

of ind iv idue l experience in South Af r ica 
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today* even when wr i t e rs are (as Coetzoo) 

exploring psychological end mythlcel f o c i . 

I t Is necessery for a r t i s t s f r o * the 

dominated c u l t u r e In South Afr lce to teke 

the next step beyond t h i s ebort ion of the 

I n t e l l e c t * th ia emotlonel eelf—involvement 

in the l i t e r e r y work l t e e l f and a ' n l e v a n c e * 

connected to morel imperatives rathe then 

enslye is: In t h i s connection the recent 

in te res t shown by some blsck wr i t e rs towards 

l i t e r a r y conceptions and h l e t o r i c e l perspective 

can only be h e l p f u l i n re leeelng then from 

the negetlng* back-slapping approval of the 

South Afr ican l i t e r e r y establishment ( 4 6 ) . 

An awareness of the ac tua l p o s s i b i l i t i e s 

of c u l t u r e l oppoeit ion to the dehumanising 

e f fec ts of the ex is t ing system is now 

c l e a r l y essent ia l * as is a c a l c u l a t i n g of 
* 

the parenetere of the struggle of the 

cul tures involved. 
I V . 

The word "cul ture* has* in the Afr ican 

context* elwaya been used as a waapom 

o r i g i n a l l y as a meene for the European powers 

ongaged in the ecremble for the cont inent 's 

wselth of Jue t i fy ing thie violence by 

pretending a c i v i l i z i n g and ohi lenthropic 

mission* In order to f e c i l i t a t e the flow of 

raw mater ia ls out of the continent wi th es 

l i t t l e expense es possible* ideologice l ee 

wel l as p o l i t i c e l end economic meene of 

contro l were used - the denigret ion o* 

t r e d i t l o n a l o ra l l i t e r a t u r e end a r t * *he uee 

mede of newspapers* an education system 

geered to fos ter ing the values of the co lonie l 

power and to t r e i n indiv iduals for service* 

a powerful new r e l i g i o n * end so on.Coloniel 

ideology informed the etructures of coloniel leei 

as made manifest In ths trader* the s o l d i e r , 

the administrator and the missionery: those 

beerere or ' l i g h t * to 'derkeet ' A f r i c a . 

Because of the use made of i t by c o n f l i c t 

ing groupe* i t is more eeel ly apparent in 

A f r lce thet ' c u l t u r e ' l a beet e i tueted ee e 

s t r a t e g i c a l term* ueed es a means of 

mobi l izat ion end plecement of the indiv idual 

in to a wider eocie l group in terms of 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ( 4 7 ) . Culture has no meaning 

apart f ro« the eociel orgenieetion of l i f e 

in to which i t la Out l t ( 4 8 ) . That le not to 

eey that general references to cul ture are 

emptyi as en expression of social order end 

d i f fe rence i t i e experienced by indiv iduate 

and groups aa a whole way of l i f e * and both 

uni tee and dlvldee people in the i r b e l i e f s * 

act ions and valuee* There ie e strong 

reciprocel end dependent re la t ionship 

between t h i e vigoroue menifestet ion on the 

ideologice l l e v e l and the economic end 

eocie l r e e l i t y involved! the h is tory of 

c u l t u r a l formation exh lb i ta p la in ly the 

attempts and l n i t i a t l v e e underteken by 

spec i f ic classes and groups to change* correct 

and project the i r ideologice l conceptions of 

the world to in fora t h e i r p r a c t i c a l a c t i v i t y 

and mater ie l existence* 

H l s t o r i c e l experience elways plays a 

large ro le In determining cul ture* which ie 

e formetiva and f l e x i b l e process* "Culture 

i s simultaneously the f r u i t e of a peoplo'e 

h is tory end a detamlnant of h is tory" ( 4 9 ) * 

Any society w i l l contain eeveral d i f f e r e n t * 

c o n f l i c t i n g points of c u l t u r e l focus) one 

metrix of which le ueual ly dominant through 

i t s l inkages to the dominent power s t ructure 

and the difTueion of i t e in terests through 

ideologicel s tete epperetuses such as the 
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school and media. 

I n order for o ru l ing group to develop 

ideologica l control over e society ae a whole, 

( I nc lud ing the extent ion of l t a ideology to 

the dominated/oppressed c lassse ) . I t neens 

to include and Incorporate various typaa of 

d i f f e r i n g conceptions and idaologiaa In to i t s 

general a c t i v i t y * pract ice and terminology. 

I n South Af r ica the graat flaw of apartheid 

i d e o l o g i c a l l y I s that i t does not have in 

i t s organisat ional menifestet ions thia a b i l i t y 

to incorporate ideo log ica l ly thoae of the 

opprsssed/dominoted c lesaesi a great major i ty 

of peoole are excluded froo the ideological 

e t ructuree which attempt to l eg i t imate the 

nature of soc ie ty , and the resu l t has bean 

a concomitant increase in the ro le of d i r e c t l y 

repressive and coercive machenlsms of contro l 

of the dominated claases (SO)* 

In a period of generel ized aocle l c r i s i s 

such as the country i s now undergoing* 

ldsoiogicol contradict ions have been made 

greater a t the eame time *e e r e t r e a t of 

c e r t a i n elements of the dominant cu l ture has 

oeen not lceeble* I would suggest that many 

urban groupa experienced a type of ' i d e n t i t y 

c r i e i a * during the 1976 r i o t a t and such 

ideologica l f lux asaumee great leoortance 

for both black and white petty-bourgeois 

s t r a t a . U n t i l w e l l in to the eeventiea the 

l i b e r e l establishment ac t ive on the l i t e r a r y 

scene defended i t s e l f againat black c u l t u r a l 

a c t i v i t i e s by reference to ideals which 

straased tna primacy of European viewa and 

models of l i t e r a t u r e ; but in the l e s t few 

years a recognit ion haa emerged* even i f 

based on the same f a u l t y p r inc ip les* that 

black a r t i a a aubject to be teken account 

o f . Tha stage has bson reoched when agents 

of the establishment are seeking to 

ess iml ls te members of township c u l t u r a l 

movements in to the sphere of ' e r t ' 

acceptable to the c u l t i v a t e d * witneoe 

the commercial aucceaa of Oswald K t s h s l l ' e 

f i r e t book of poetry a few yeera ago* end the 

rave reviews of shows l i k e l o i Tombl atd 

Umabetha* There lurks the ever-present 

danger however thet such c u l t u r a l producta 

w i l l be oesimi leted * " the dominant cu l tu re 's 

own terms (p ro tes ta t ions of 'e thnic innocence*} 

or d la tor tad to f i t i t a d igest ion ( ths 

reduction of the nuance and a k i l l of dancing 

in many commercially eucceeeful shows to 

that which i a moat provocative and spectacular , 

ruch ae ukufonda movements). 

There i s , in ny opin ion, a dengar in 

regarding wi th too much complaisance at t h l e 

atage t h i s p a r t i a l r e t r e a t by the dominant 

cu l ture* i t hee so fe r tended to oe r e s t r i c t e d 

to that port ion of the dominent claaaee which 

i s a r t i s t l c s l l y more knowledgeable. So. while 

such r e t r e a t and asa iml la t ion might be the 

caae In v e r l l g t e or l i b e r a l l i t e r a r y and 

e r t i a t i c c i r c l e s * i t cannot be cleimsd for 

most of those under the sway of ths ideology 

emeneting from the power b loc . Along wi th 

the p r o l i f e r a t i o n of e tate eoperatuaes 

snd lerge monopoly conglomerates over the 

lest decades* an attempt haa been made to 

harness a l l sphsrea of socia l and c u l t u r a l 

l i f e to spheree of domination* The ideologica l 

structures of the etate and the pr ivate sector 

continue to generate e widening var iety of 

a r t i f i c i a l l y created needa from Lux Soap to 

Kung Fu f i l m s * The a t e t e control of the press 

end other me^ie In tn ia country is swesomei 

educational booka* the mass msdis, end products 

of mesa cu l ture (comic booke* adver t i a ing . 

records and magazines) are used for purposss 

of d i rec t ing and cont ro l l ing coneciouenoas* 

even whan t h e i r eubject matter is not 

ostensibly p o l i t i c s ( 5 1 ) * Indeed, the namee 

of newepapers and both black snd white 

magazines have feetured in the Oepertment 

of Information sxposfs ( f s s t u r i n g also an 

unsucceesfut attsmpt to buy Drum magszino). 

e f f o r t s hava bean made to control the 

burgeoning black f i l m industry ( 5 2 ) . Thsse 

sttempts et control hsve been matched by the 

over t ly p o l i t i c a l p la t i tudea of 'popular ' 

ideologues of the ru l ing c l a s s , evident in 

p a t r i o t i c songa, the ' t e r r o r i s t * s to r i es of 

T lppet te* Carney* Ler ly and S t i f f and a 

plethora of f i lme from Captain Cagrivl to 

urensbaala 13. Neither i s i t tenable to 

sneer a t the a r t i s t i c inept i tude of much of 

t h i s propagandai i t l a * for a c e r t a i n eectlon 

of the South Af r ican public at l e a a t . e f f e c t i v e 

enough. 

I t must be noted thet ths petty-bourgeois 

groupings, whi le re jec t ing a p o l i t i c a l and 

educational eystem which denlea achievement 

of t h e i r i n t e r e s t s , ere aueceptlble to 

commerclel imperetivea which are po ten t i a l l y 

rewardingi whi le the power of mess madia is 

such that both pet ty bourgeole end working 

clees elements have accepted* perhaps* 

a t t i t u d e s thrust upon them which are not so 

obviously p o l i t i c a l . In terms of a r t and 

l i t e r a t u r e neverthelase, most s f f o r t s to 

systematize state contro l up u n t i l now 

have r e l i e d on censorship snd bannlngs rathsr 

than subt ler meene of d i f f u a i n g p o l i t i c a l l y 

dangeroua ut terancee. 

I n such circumstances of depandence and 

c o n t r o l , the stence of the p o l i t i c a l l y 

committed a r t i e t end ths way in which he or 



pego 22 

one n o t i i i z a a the e r t i o t l o n^dlu* j v a i l a b l t 

jPBii-es great s ign i f icance In any e f f e c t s 

euch e r t n ight neve* whi le a c t i v i s t e r t cen 

bo usad as i M i n i of psychological support 

for thoae d isef focted and dominated* *- a lso 

ImplTee fu ture concrata act ion * i f not on 

tha part of tha a r t i s t , than on tha part of 

the r e c i p i e n t . I t is not correct to i *p ly 

that the committed e r t i e t i n A f r i c s or 

anywhere e lse need make no decisions psst the 

sccaptence of e few alogane, and l imply throw 

theee eround i n the r e l a t i v e senct l ty of 

poetry reedinge or on the pr in ted pogo* 

There i s e danger that i f too much 

e t t e n t i o n i s peid to the creet ion of en 

ieo le ted end e l i t l e t l i t e r s t u r e of opposit ion 

In such e « i t o e t i o n t the struggle for e v ieb le 

populer cu l ture to underpin end in fore t h i s 

l i t e r s t u r e w i l l be lost by d e f a u l t . *huef an 

i l l umina t ing comparison cen be me dp wi th tha 

c u l t u r a l l n i t l e t l v e e accepted by the domlnetod 

i n the Af r ican Luelphone countr ies I t h e ex 

Portugueeo co lon ie l t e r r i t o r i e s ) * end in 

p e r t l c u l e r the uoe of cu l ture by the Afr ican 

n a t i o n a l i s t orgeniaet lone. While the importence 

or cu l ture ae e rector of l i b e r e t i o n has been 

emgheelsed i n e s imi lar way to South A r r l c s , 

I t hes been etressed ea only one ingredient 

I n e t o t e l campaign for l i b e r a t i o n which 

lncludee e i l l t o r y , s o c i e l , p o l l t i c w l end 

econoeiic l n i t l e t l v e e ee wel l ( S 3 ) . 

I t has moreover been eepeclel lY 

informative that t h i e emphoole on the 

c u l t u r s l sapecte of l l b e r o t i o n hee been ewey 

frow the c u l t u r e l reneisaance end ' r e b i r t h 1 of 

l n t s l l e c t u o l e , end onto the uee of those 

especte or c u l t u r e leeet d l e t o r t e d by co lon ie l 

ru le t t h * r u r a l and urban peasantry end 

p r o l e t a r i a t which the coloniz ing ppwer had 

leeet ln te ree t in sccu l ture t lng end 

e e e i e i i l e t i n g . 

I M I i d i s t i n c t i o n must therefore be 
medo, at leeet in A f r i c a , between the 
e i t u e t l o n of the o n t t i i who preeerve 
t h e i r culture> end that of aocie l aectore 
which (e re ) wore or leae ess iml le ted , 
uprooted, and c u l t u r a l l y e l i ene t id ( 5 4 ) , 

Although, in d i s t i n c t i o n to the p e t t y -

bourgooleie, theee people have no need to 

reessert t h e i r i d e n t i t y to become ewere of i t s 

velue ( 5 5 ) , i t i s ineLeted that the divergent 

popular and t r a d i t i o n a l cul turee found in any 

country are neceesst i ly a l t e r e d end forged in to 

e ' n a t i o n a l * i d e n t i t y during the period of 

etruggle i t e s l f * A h igh ly regarded part of 

c u l t u r a l l i f e in theee countriee e f t e r 

lnaependence hee been th« use or l i n g u i s t i c 

expression, music snd dencee ss wel l es 

pageente to bu i ld a c u l t u r e transcending both 

co lon ie l end t r l b e l fores of i d e n t i t y ( 5 6 ) , 

This procaae underteken oime elao a t e 

deetruct lon of c o l o n i e l a tete etructures end 

the rehemeesing of education to serve, not 

Just an e l i t e , but the eoclety se e whole (5?)< 

In South Afr lco the extent of urbenlast lon 

and p r o l a t e r l e n l e e t i o n l e eo wide end hee 

gone beck eo fa r i n h i e t o r y thet i t i s 

impossible to t a l k of the mass of people ee 

hevlng been unerrected by the e t e t e etructuree* 

Deepite the c u l t u r e l complexity found, the 

clesa charecter of c u l t u r e i e extremely 

evident both in urben ereee end in the 

so-cel led 'Homelenda* ( 5 8 ) , In such e 

eocie l s i t u e t l o n c u l t u r e l ess iml le t io i e end 

trsneformetlone neve been the order of the 

dey, deepite the ottempto of the e t e t e to 

reconstruct e eyn tho t l c , o r t i r i c i o l 

• t r a d i t i o n e l i e m * . Furthermore, due to the 

lncreeelng contro l exercised by the power 

bloc over the technique! end technology 

eve i leb le to c u l t u r e l ' i n d u s t r i a l ' euch 

ee edver t ie ing end the medio, tha dominant 

groups have ettempted both to use c u l t u r e ee 

e p r o r i t e b l e enterpr lee for thomsalvee end e 

d i v i e i v e e"d c o n t r o l l i n g fec tor t 

The urben South Af r ieen e i t u e t i o n , , , , 
l l l u e t r e t e e whet heppene when the moone 
or production end d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
expressive cu l ture peee out of the 
community of o r i g i n end in to the honde 
or in teree te anatgoniet lc to , or et 
least eeperete r r o e , the eocie l 
development of thet community, Arrlcana 
i n ee r ly 3ohonneeburg had ecceas t o a 
v a r i e t y or c u l t u r e l reeourceo, which 
could be blended to expreee the dynemlco 
or c u l t u r a l i d e n t i t y end eocie l chenge 
e f f e c t i n g verlous groups, fiefore long, e 
close—oriented, self-conscious urben 
Afr ican community had devaloped, in which 
perrorwence evente pleyed en important 
organiset lone1, recreet ione l and eymbollc 
ro le ( 5 9 ) , 

P e r t l y oecouee of i t e ephemeral nature and 

per t ly beceuee the doeinent cu l ture has 

elweys repreaaed and ignored i t , the cu l ture 

or the greet mejor i ty or people in t h i e 

country is a v i r t u e l l y unknown a rea , ftuch of 

t h i e worklng*cleee end peasant a c t i v i t y hee 

eleo been crushed when i t e meana of exlatence 

wee destroyed - such es the decl ine or the 

fferabi wi th the romovale f r o * ftarabeeted, 

uoornfontein end Prospect Township in the 

19300} end the d i s i n t e g r a t i o n of the doggerel 

poetry end* pemphloteering or the diamond- end 

gold—diggers wi th t h e i r ebeorptlon and 

deetruct lon es e stratum or society ( 6 0 ) , 

I t i e i n e t r u c t i v e to look a t the f o r m 

of these complex c u l t u r e l e c t i v i t l e s , Wri t ing 

hss not been a meena of exproeelon much 

favoured by the lower claeeee in South Af r ice 

up u n t i l nowt during t h i e century other forme 

iuch ee mueic, broedeheete, dencee, speeches 
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end protest songs have been preferred ( 6 1 ) * 

Instead of a use of l i t e r a t u r e * the growth of 

l i t e r a c y in South A f r i c a hae reaul ted so far 

I n the most popular w r i t t e n a r t i f a c t s being 

Crum in the f i f t i e s end. eince i t s transforma

t i o n in to a newspaper appealing to a maes 

readership in i960 , world and l a t e r on Post. 

Thus journeliem hes been u n t i l recent ly e 

more rewording form of dieesminetion than 

r e l e t l v e l y expensive books, and haa been ueed 

by wr i t e rs ee such ( 6 2 ) . 

I t i s perhaps d i f f i c u l t i n these 

circumstances to ta lk of a ' t r a d i t i o n a l * 

cu l ture at a l l . What t r a d l t i o n e l element* 

neve regained hawa tended to have been 

a r t i f i c i a l l y preeerved Tor the t o u r i e t t rede , 

ouch as the Ndobele v i l l a g e s near P r e t o r i e . 

The e t r e t i f i c a t i o n and cleea-orientmd eocle l 

networks in existence in the townships heve 

reeulted in e number of diverse e r t i e t i c 

and c u l t u r a l tastes evolving* bound In e 

mediated way to the socia l i d e n t i t y end 

eeplrat lone of t h e i r p a r t i c i p a n t * ( 6 3 ) . I t 

must ba stressed however that an I m p l i c i t or 

e x p l i c i t element in meny of thoeo d i f f e r e n t 

e ty lee is resistance to the etatua quo* 

ftueicel end other performances, as wel l ee 

the published work of the pet ty -bourgeoie ie . 

cen be Bwmn es e means of o r i e n t e t l o n end 

reeiatence in the urben environment through a 

atreaa on shared i d e n t i t y end va lues. 

I t haa always bmon the case that c u l t u r a l 

and Ideological aepecte hava played an 

Informing ro le in the etruggles for edventage 

end control over the means of production in 

Southern A f r l c o i the c u l t u r a l organieetlons 

set up by Afr ikener nationalism in the 1930e 

end 1940s, the protest eonge of Afr icen 

n a t i o n a l i s t movements* the recent ' t e r r o r i s t ' 

war novele and f i lmef l and many of the 

expreeelone of black consciousness i t e # l F « I t 

le thue on the p o l i t i c a l end ideologica l 

leve le that the struggles between classes and 

racea are uauel ly moet l d e t l f l e b l e * In these 

s t ruggles , the concept of ' the people** 

though varying in subject , hae been i.g rd 

time and time egoin ee a p r i n c i p l e of 

i d e n t i t y through which d i f f e r i n g groups 

attempt to r a l l y support , ueing a var ie ty of 

veluee end symbols to gsln r e l e t i v e advantage 

of a popular-democratic k i n d . Theee popular-

democratic ideo log ica l i n i t i a t i v e s eref 

however, always a r t i c u l a t e d with clees 

i n t e r e s t s , even i f these l e t t e r are 

d e l i b e r a t e l y blurred over . 

Due to i t s lack of precise class content , 

the clelm for populer legit imacy l e the domein 

of ideologica l cleee struggle par excel lence! 

*ach c l s j s t r i a a to p i t f t M i t s ct . 'ectives as 

the consumation of popular ob ject ives* Thue, 

ideologies ere token up end transformed by 

various organisations end groupa in p a r t i c i p a t e 

Ing In the c o n f l i c t s of t h e i r t ime, end I t hes 

heppened that p o l i t i c a l movemente wi th 

divergent alma have eppeeled to s imi lar 

ideologice l symbols. 

I t therefore fol lows thet the l i t e r a r y 

c r i t i c must re fe r symbols beck to t h e i r 

concrete s i t u a t i o n to recognize the a c t u a l i t y 

of theee divergent meenlnge. es wel l eS how 

they w i l l function in changed contexts* Such 

l e the ceae wi th the urban ' o r a l * poetry 

populer in Soweto anong c e r t a i n groupa *his 

decade: one rinds en urban e l i t e using 

peasant end t r a d i t i o n a l aymbole and 

techniques which expreae. e t th is p a r t i c u l a r 

atage, a confrontat ion wi th the power [Hoc. 

I n t h i s urben B e t t i n g , symbole w i l l ba 

transformed by losing reference to t h e i r 

concrete eocie l base end t ransferred into a 

new confrontat ion ( 6 4 ) , furthermore, t h i e 

type of poet ic dissemination hae been 

r e l a t i v e l y auccessful wi th other sections of 

the populet ion. but th ie success cennot be 

e t t r i b u t e d to the 'Africennesa* of the 

symbols themselves. 

The h i s t o r i c a l context end claee 

nature of a l l forma of e r t i e t i c expression 

end disseminstion ere in formet ive . Whet is 

presented on the surfece es radica l and 

popular l i t e r a t u r e can in actual fact 

present the very en t i thes ls of any 

conscious placing of the work in the struggles 

of the time: there have emerged a aeriee of 

novels from both Afr ica end Afro-Americe which 

ere opsque, pest a few g e n e r e l i t l e s . to any 

deeper explorat ion or the structuree of 

oppreeeion end control which under l ie ao 

much or the r e e l i t y of contamporery l i f e 

I n A f r ica ( 6 5 ) . 

I n t e l l e c t u e l a in South Afr ice In the 

1970s heve, i n t h e i r attempts to forge an 

a r t and i d e n t i t y of 'blackness* or 'commit

ment' , been uneympethetic to the overr id ing 

commercial o r i e n t e t l o n . p o l i t i c a l innocence 

end vu lgar i ty of t ru ly popular enter ta inera 

such as Kente end flhengweno ( 6 6 ) , 1 would 

suggest thet t h i e is not only a f a i l i n g of 

the content of such entertelnments. but eleo 

ee p a r t i a l r e l l u r e of the more rad ica l wr l t e re 

and i n t e l l e c t u a l s themselvee* Their leek of 

recognit ion of the i r own claae discourse end 

placement in society and acceptence of verioue 

general ized end sentimental Ideologica l 

facet* has leed to the very sree which is now 

important for l i t e r a r y a r t i e t e - an awareneae 

of t h e i r own contredict iona wi th the people 
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thay claim to apeak for and th# need for t h e i r 

work t o aim at overcoming thata con t rad ic t ion ! 

to forge a genuinely popular cu l ture - being 

l a r g e l y ignored (6? ) * 
fne use of publishing by wr i t e rs opposed 

to the s t a t e in South Af r ica today uould. I n 

the ebsence of other f o r * * of l i t e r e r y 

r e a l i s a t i o n a t the seme t i n e . ignore much of 

tho valuable advances in l i t e r a r y expression 

made by the black posts and dramatists of 

tha seventies* Published l i t e r a t u r e is 

perhaps tha most c lass-div ided of a l l o r t 

forme because of i t s rac inat ion In language, 

I t e ignoring of the prsdominently semi-

l i t e r a t e sactora of South Afr ican society 

and i t a methods Of production ( 6 8 ) , a 

tendency which the burgeoning pr ice of 

books can only complement* The committed 

a r t i s t * --hen, auet of necasaity become aware 

of the l i m i t a t i o n s and contro l Imposed by 

some l i t e r a r y techniques at the seme t i n e AS 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g in the ideological and c u l t u r a l 

c o n f l i c t s of the t i n * . 

A l i t e r a t u r e auopoaedly dedicated to 

p o l i t i c a l change can, without a eenee of i t e 

oun a c t u a l i e e t l o n and audience* become 

trepped in sent imenta l i z ing popul ist myths ( 6 9 ) * 

to withstand the present onslaught egalnst i t * 

South Af r ican l i t e r a t u r e neede to d ig i t e 

roote i n deeper than an e l i t e eudience end 

se l f -propagat ing group of devoteee* I t neade 

to experiment end finde forms and techniques 

which w i l l meke i t e more potent weepon of 

ind iv idua l and aocia l resistance. And etreee 

must then be pieced on the fac t that ' c u l t u r e ' 

can never be meaningfully treneformed in to a 

prescr ip t ive end unchanging, immutable goal* 

There is e complex end a h i f t i n g aet of 

re la t ionehlpe between the popular end the 

avant-oerde, between ' h i g h ' and •low* 

c u l t u r e ( 7 0 ) . The proceea under dlecussion i s 

not so much being populer as becoming populer* 

analogoua to the way a wr i te r does not so 

much deel wi th meeningm ee a l t e r them through 

t h e i r a c t i v i t y ( 7 1 ) * 

Uhetnar tha w r i t e r s end a r t i s t s who 

i d e n t i f y wi th the dominated claeees :en 

widen the scops of t h e i r work from i t s present 

e x i s t e n t l e l l e t and e l i t i s t preconceptions and 

tendenciea la a moot po in t at t h i e time* During 

the ee r ly seventies espec ia l l y * as has been 

shown, there was e movement i n t h i e d i r e c t i o n * 

Vat i t cen s t i l l bo stated that the c u l t u r e l 

expressions propsgsted by our wr i te re w i l l 

become progressively wesker c r i t i q u e s of the 

statue quo i f the d u a l i t y of ' r e a l cu l tu re 1 

and 'popular cu l ture* la not comprehensively 

overcome ( 7 2 ) * 

There l a no i n e v i t e b i l i t y in e r t and 

c u l t u r e * no matter how much thay are f i n a l l y 

determined by the social context and etrugglea 

of the i r day* Neither has cu l ture* despite 

i t a mess aspect, developed evenly through a l l 

aectora of aoclety* The a t t i tudes and 

behaviour of socia l groups* clasaes and 

Indiv iduals towarda the present ere c l e a r l y 

mediated by c u l t u r a l * p o l i t i c a l and ideologlce l 

aspects which exple in d i f fe rences among people 

who are in the seme soc ia l category towarda 

change* 

Art and l l t e r e t u r e change in nature end 

context through p r a c t i c e * end are fre»en in to 

immutable forma only when t h e i r v i t a l i t y of 

formatione i a denied or wastes away* How 

l i t e r a t u r e i s forged* how meanlnge era 

reclaimed and a l t e r e d * and tha manner in 

which elements of technique end ideology ere 

Interwoven in works of l i t e r a t u r e can never 

be f ixed beforehand* The problem of how 

indiv iduals and small groups of l i t e r a r y 

a c t i v i s t s can l ink in to end inf luence the 

growth of e populer end dynamic cu l ture 

eppeellng to es many people as possible is 

therefore now a c r u c i a l one* The unanswered 

questions of a committed l l t e r e t u r e l i e in e 

discovery of how best to uee i t i n the derk 

times and gethering c o n f l i c t s ahead* 

• Facete of th la paper have already been 
diecueeed et greater length in my 'Problems 
of c ree t ive wr i t e rs in South ATrica: A reaponae1 

tfork In progress 1 * 1977; 'C leee, cont inui ty 
and change in Black South Af r ican l i t e r a t u r e 
19*0-60 ' i n Bozzoli (ed ) labour . Townships 
and Protest (Johannesburg, T9?~9~J; and 
' C r i t i c i s m , Activism and Rhetoric (ort 
Armah and the Unite Pumpkin)' Inspsn 1,1 1978. 

1 . P.C* nar< ' Ideology, l i b e r a t i o n end 
Revolut ion ' fUmeo n*d. p 1 . Tor instance, 
i n June 1976 whet star ted out mainly aa an 
Ideologica l proteet — heavi ly influenced by 
the black consciousness of the orevloue 
yeare - l a t e r attempted to l ink in to 
economic lasues such ee e t r lkee %nd tent 
boycotts* Tha response from the e t a t e shows 
thet these protests were seen as a p o l i t i c a l 
tnreet to the atetus quo. 

2* Soma nameat Breyten Breytenbach, flongane 
1 Serote . Hafika Cwala, Athoi fugerd , Sipho 

5epamla« Andrl Brink, Jogko Jansae, riolefa 
Phetoe, -smea natthewa, ulelme Odendaal* 
L e f i f i T l e d i * nandlenkoei Lenge, Khaya 
flqaylsa, Glbeon Xante , Johen van Wykt 
Oumakuda ka hdlovu, Oon flatters, Andriee 
o l iphent , Aetheee Diseko, Uuyie i le R d l e l e n l , 
S t r i n i moodley at a l . 

3* Deaplta Cope'e uninformed end generaliaed 
comments (sea Donga 6* 1977 p 1 ) , real ism is 
merely one emong meny modele for the 
representat ion of r e a l i t y , and ie not the only 
form in which 'committed' l i t e r a t u r e can be 
expreaead* 
Adorno'e c r l t l c i a m of drechtt "By thinking of 
faaclsm as an enterpr ise belonging to o band 
of cr iminals who have no ree l place in the 
socia l eyetem*.* .you s t r i p i t of I t s horror 
end diminished i t e eocle l e igni f Icenco* appl laa 
hare* Aasthgtjca god P o l i t i c s (London. 1977) 
P 157* 
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4 . 0 * Coplan 'ThB Af r ican Performer and the 
Johennooburg entertainment Industry! thB 
s t ruggls for Afr ican CulturB on th« 
i iVwatersrana' i n BoZZOli OP* C i t . p 210. 
Other rad ica l Qroupa o c t l v * i n thB eor ly 
oevonties IncludB M a l l t Culcom And ao on. 

5. See A* njomari# 'The SOa and BAyondi An 
CveluAt ion1 HAM Claaslc 4 , 197? pp 3 0 - 2 , end 
3 . 0 * Wgoepe'e 'Cxtant of fore ign Acqule l t ionei 
NorthBtn Sotho And Zulu* QUOtBd in CIAA 
Joubert 'e 'Afr ikeone hAt bAlA tonga' fteoport 
1 7 / 9 / 7 8 . 
For thotA who are in tarested in these poems, 
1 W O U l d : f l r e r t h g r f t o S o p o m l e ' e * S t A t A f l l « n t B t 

tho dodger1 And 'Hnta kaz iban i -ban i * | 
flutloatsa'a v0on*t lock up our Sweethaarts ' f 
Hlapolosa*s •Plat form High-Heeled tfelker* and 
BOB* of tho work of Chrlatoph«r van tfyk, CWAIA* 
M t A l And Johenneeaa. 

6- I t i s in format ive to note thAt both Aro 
Jazz musicians. And knsw very ve i l tho 
c rea t ive otLength of both r e h v i m d ar>d 
Impromptu performance. 

7 . ThatB l a no doubt thAt t h i s wee 
consciously dons by thA pootA And pArformora 
of tho tlmei i t ujs suggested. I n t e r m i l e , 
thAt thA BicrophonB M I B d i f f i c u l t lnetrument 
to canaor* 

8 . "UP, GWAIA •Towmrde tha PrAct lca l 
ftonifaatationa of Block Consciousnooo' i n 
Thoahlene (Bd) B^ech Mpnalaaanca (Johannesburg, 
1975) p 2 9 , And tho d i f f s t e n t i e t i o n mode 
between 'black drama' and 'drama produced 
by blecko* in Gwela (ad) dleck *owisw 1973 
(Johannesburg 1974) pp 105-6. 111 -2 . 

9 . C r i t i c i s m of e f l ter ta lnero auch n Ken;e 
end CrAdo i~utws i"- "! •-•; auch AS I p l Tompl 
for tho l r o p o l l t i c a l l t y and psndsring to 
and contro l by whites or tho commercial 
I n s t i n c t by thA M r s rAdlcAl block 
i n t e l l i g e n t s l e i s commonplace in tho seventies, 
Hoi/evp:, enter ta inars were not necessar i ly aor t 
me H e e b i e to control - not only did Oaohikl 
rojsct commercial attempta to racer:; tho l r 
mueic, but in 1971 about 50 mbaqanga a r t i s t s 
staged A protoat agAlnst whits ln ts r fs rancs 
in t h a i r recordings. SAA Coplan oo. ci*^. 
p 2 1 1 f S 'ks tah ' Summer 1973 pp 8-10 . Summer 
1974/75 p 9 . Black RSVIAM 1973 pp 206 -8 . 212* 

10. BLAC publishing houAA in Capo Town l a A 

CAAB to p o i n t . 

1 1 . for A discussion of e l i t i s m in previous 
block HtAfAturA AAA ny ' C I A S B . C o n t i n u i t y . * . 1 

2£j_£±±. 

1 2 . Ona thinks of u s s h i k l snd Jsbuls, thaatra 
such BA flolafe Phetoa'e A2anian Sinqero snd 
^ancar», the l i t e r a r y organisAtlon Palculaf 
a ta r tad by Sarota And LAngA in Gaborone, And 
t h a ahow parformad by l o i Tombl member* who 
rAfusad to return to South Afr ica a f t i r thAlr 
ovAriAAA tour . Sounde of Sowoto. 

13. Deepita A c e r t a i n Amount of p o l i t i c a l 
naivety et i t e inaugrel meeting in August 
1976* whan the var ious a e r l t s and demerits 
of saverai large business concerne And 
foundAtlonl wers earneet ly dlecusssd as a 
source of sponsorship! neive In that I t 
ssake to def ine in a s i m p l i s t i c moral mannsr 
the posi t ion of tha w r i t e r i n s o c i e t y , 

14. I aa thinking of *sw C l o n i c . S t o f f r i y o r , 
Insosn And tha now banned Ognga. 

15. Tho Craat lva Youth "asociat ion (CfA) in 
Olapklooft for example, etaged e Free Art 
f e s t i v a l l a t e in 1978. end hoe elraady 
given r i ea to on eccomoanying mueic group 
(Sepupi) and a plAy L g o U , 

16. Tha a f f a c t l v e non-edi t ing pol icy of 
5 t a f f r i d e r haa At the s*me time meant that 
auch uneven work l a p r i n t e d whi ls e f a i r l y 
comprehensive p i c t u r e of generel l i t e r a r y 
a c t i v i t y is brought t o l i g h t * I t i s 
i n t e r e s t i n g to nota t h a t tha burgaonlng 
numper of Qroupe A f f i l i a t e d to P .C.N, 
cannot a f f i l i a t e ee a group - ae flike 
Kirkwood has observed "an I n t e r e s t i n g cose 
of an 'atomlzad i n d i v i d u a l * typA of membership 
s t ructure c o n f l i c t i n g w i t h e pract ice based 
on concretely organiasd groups'*, (personal 
lAt tAr t o the Author ) . 

17. 5AA PuPlicAtionA D i rec tora te l e t t e r 
S t e f f r i d a r 2 *2 , 1979 p 2 . A e i g n i f i c a n t 
tac t ion of th ia l a t t e r claime that "tha 
probe ti l A rtfAdAr would mainly IncludB p raona 
in tareatad i n tha dawalopment of 61eck 
l i t e ra tu re 1 1 i n tones which would aeem o 
sey thst t n i s i s regarded as a f a i r l y small 
and i n e f f e c t u a l c l ique (???) . I a leo hsvo a 
notion (which I cannot aubstent la ta ) thet 
the mora e t r ingent steps taken egeinet Donga 
waa a resu l t of the fee t that i t a m u l t i -
rAciAl pol icy lnvolvod fAr mora Afr lkaana 
w r i t a r a . un tha Aubject of A B A I I megeiinea 

ganero l ly , sea ' I s I t *ow Point less to 
Carry On? Star 2 / 5 / 7 8 * 

18. H. wolpa 'The Changing Class Structure of 
South Af r icAi ThA AfrlcAn Pat i t -Oourgaole ie* 
Hlmlfl . 1976 p 18. 

19. E* LACIAU P o l i t i c * and Ideology in Marxist 
Theory (London, 1977) p 114 »nd C .0 . wrloht 
Claxs, Cr is ia and *ha State (London. 1978) 
pp fl? - 102 ) . 

2 0 . P. Morn * "sfhen i t Rains* I t Raine"i U.S. 
Blatik Conecloueness end Lyric Pootry In* 
South Afr icA* Spssk 1 f 5 1978 pp 7 - « . Other 
f e c t o r s , of course, influenced tha develop
ment of Block Conecloueneoei tha lmega 
crestAd of fur ther employment opportunit iee 
for the educeted end samiski l lad operatives 
in urban and 'homeland' areoo hAd by the 
ear ly eoventlee v i r t u a l l y disappeered* And 
resulted in th is group being mors open to 
rsd ice l deauinde. ThA dafeet of the Portugueea 
col0niee end tha policy of detente . Along 
wi th on economic recession e f t e r the boom of 
the s i x t i e s , hod forced tha South Afr lcon etata 
ont£ the defensive. The ear ly seventies wers 
marked by worker unroot ( the uurben e t r i k e e , 
e t c . ) end growing discontent in pieces of 
l e a r n i n g . 

2 1 . Part op, c i t . p 12* 

22, P. Horn 'Soweto 1976' ffjwoo. 1978 
pp 5 - 6 . 

. 2 3 . yolpe oo. c i ^ . op*-5 

24 . In terme of l i t e r e t u r A , one can point to 
the d i f fe rence betwaen Gwela's powerful 
matoriAlly-bAsed AtgumAntA And ldAAliat or 
Ax is tsnt lA l ststemente such AA Toodley's 
"And whet 1A blACknAAs? I t I s not s mstter of 
the colour of the ek in , i t i s e metter of 
the pro jec t ion of thm belngnase* (SASO 
fia^fllsttflr flay/June 1972 p 18) end the work 
of N.C. nanganyl« 

25* I t i s i n t e r e e t i n g to coneider, ee Horn 
Auggests, thet the l n l t i e l CAUBA of the 1976 
r i o t s WAA thA issue of Af r lkaana , an ieaua 
which could only be e ign i f i can t to an 
AduCAted e l i t e . I t WAS two months before tha 
SSRC f l r e t ce l led a three day s t r i k e . Ueoplte 
the I n i t i a l react ion of the hoote l -dwa l le re , 
tha s t r l k a a In August end September of that 
yeef were very euccessful indamd, wi th 
ebsantealsm os high AA 80-90%, The lack of 
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penetrat ion of theee demands into the mines 
and Nata l ehowt however, that the gap between 
workers and studanta wee not f u l l y br idged, 
Horn, 'Sowetq' p 7# 

26. 4 quota by Regie Oebrey l a or in te rea t 
herai "One need only consider the f a t e of 
the Slack Ponthare. The eyatem against which 
they were protest ing contaminated t h e i r protast 
by tranaforming i t in to a enow, thus 
reebeorbing i t and f i n a l l y t rea t ing i t ae 
entertainment^ A number of Block Panthara 
ended up by showing the dominent white 
world a mirror image of l t e e l f , l t e own 
reac t ions , reversed but in eubetence the 
samei hence both the aaaa wi th which they 
capturad the world's a t t e n t i o n , end t h a i r 
i n e v i t a b l e avwneoconce* The world of the 
show ia the world of the moment* Psrmenance 
maana boredom,* 

2 7 . a t i L« Althuaaar 'The 'P icco lo Tea t ro ' t 
B e r t o l a z z i antf - r a c h t 1 in For ^ar* (London, 
1969) p 143. 

2 6 . A Cabral 'The Role of Culture in the 
L i b e r a t i o n Struggle 1 fUmgo n . d . p 24 . An 
example of t h i a : ••South Afr icans who are in 
th ia category are actua l ly people whom 
rib e l i e Sonne Dipoko, the poet from the 
Cameroun, would c a l l M o s t s o u l s ' 4 . . . . How 
many of us have aver hoard of A l l ftazuri 
or John P lb i t i , whoae wr i t inga r e f l e c t our 
aouls aa Africans?11 n.nzemene 'The Study of 
L i t e r a t u r e i n A f r i c a 1 Dongs 4 , 1977 p 1 . 

I t l a possible therefore for the i n d i v i d u a l 
to Juat i fy a v e r i e t y of act lona ae potont 
p o l i t i c a l l y , yitnmee T s i e t s l nmahinini 'e 
reported statement on his marriage to a 
L Iber ian beauty queent "This ia a bold pan— 
A f r i c e n i s t ac t . " The Voice 2V 20 1978 

2 9 . "ideology i a n o t , pr ior to the work# l i k e 
a eyetem which can be reproduced! i t ie resumed, 
elaborated by the work . * , " • . Hecheray 
fl Theory of__Literary Production (London, 1976) 
p 232* Although ideology In l i t e r a t u r e is 
slwaya mediated by the ldeologiaa e r t l c u l e t e d 
by various groupe and classee end i e , f i n a l l y , 
o minor t e r r a i n of ioeologica l cleee s t r u g g l e , 
the uneven re io t ionehip of a r t wi th the 
economic in f ras t ruc tu re of society asauraa 
thet aesthet ic and biographical c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
muat play t h e i r p a r t . The Ind iv idua l l a the 
beerar of tha accumulation of ideologica l 
conolderatlone, not a l l of which are claae 
cont red ic t lone , and i t i s Impossible for a 
work to produce the t o t a l i t y of an Ideology. 

Lacleu O P . c l t . p 163. 
Ideo log ica l conaiderations can remain, i n a 
dislocated s t a t e , once the t u t o r i a l conditions 
which brought them in to baing have o l t e r e d . A 
prevalent exemple in South A f r i c a today i e 
the unahakeable f e l t h in T r e e enterpr lee* 
in soma Quartere in these days of monopoly: 
for m amusing example of t h i s ssa '0o SATV 
choices r e f l e c t a biae to the economic l a f t ? 1 

ipundav Ti»es 2 7 / 5 / 7 9 . 

30 . The developed world ebeorbs i t e Ideo log ica l 
cr iaae through l t e complex mschsniaae of 
ideologica l end technological cont ro l * but the 
dependent 'Thi rd uforld1 e t ructures ere 
b r i t t l e under populer manlfeetat iohe and 
pressures* 0ns could point to the r i g i d i t y 
of many e t e t e etructurae in A f r i c a , the 
frequency of coupav e t c . 

3 1 . T* tag le ton Plarxism and L i t e r a r y C r j t i c l i m 
(London. 1976) pp 48 -54 . 

32 . a t a f f r l d e r 2.2 1979 p 5 2 , 

33. A.K. Armah *Lereony, or f i c t i o n ea 
C r i t i c i s m of f i c t i o n * Maw Clooelc A9 1977. 

34 . Such as Abiola I r e l e ' e statement that the 
c r i t i c has the choice betwman judging 
•the aesthet ic value of thm f in ished product1 

or got involved in l e g i s l a t i o n fot the 
w r i t e r about hie raw m a t e r i a l s * . 'Negritude -
L i t e r a t u r e and Ideology' i n hiddleton (ed) 
Black A f r i c a ; I t a Paoplaa and Thai* Cultures 
(Toronto, 1970) p 390. * 

3 5 . Dan Izevbeye in T . Vincent (ad ) The Hovel 
and Real i ty in A f r ica and America (Lagoa, 1973) 
pp 17-20 

36. Oral l l t e r e t u r e e of ten uae rather then 
era eupereeded by w r i t t e n l l t e r o t u t m in 
A f r i c a . The developmenta of o ra l and w r i t t e n 
l l t e r a t u r a i n auch a e e t t l n g ere not Independent 
or p a r a l l e l , but conetant ly i n t e r a c t i v e 
(through radio* nawepaperev e t c ) , Sam 
fl. Finnegen *How Rra l i e O r a l * - i te ta tu ;a?* 
B u l l e t i n SPAS 37, 1 1974, 

3 7 . One notae thet technica l advances in 
a r t are in a seme n e u t r a l , and t h a i r 
a f f e c t s depend on how they ere u t i l ^ a g and 
r e f e r r e d . I t i e not possible to deduce 
p o l i t i c a l poeit ione from the formel or 
technical propert ies of a work of a r t , 
Benjamin nothwithetendingi euch tachnloel 
pragrass can elso meen increaaed opec io l i ze t lon 

end lack of p a r t i c i p a t i o n paet e selact few. 

3S* laabal Kofmayer ehowe that th ie c r i t i c i s m 
hes ac tua l l y not changed much in u n l v e r e l t i e e 
for eomm 100 years . < "Probleme of Creat ive 
w r i t a r e " ! A r e p l y ' U££ 2 . 1977 p 3 6 . 

3 9 . Stendpunta 133. 1977 p 9 . 

4 0 . T. Couzeno *Sebokengt Doorlee and 8ra 
Jiggei Heeearch in South Afr lcen L l t e r e t u r e * 
in Hew South Afr ican uirit inp 1977 (Johonneeburg 
1978) p 2 9 . 

4 1 . The phreee i s Naion*a. fu r the r propaganda 
of th ia posi t ion l a comment work based on 
d i f f e r e n t premises i a dismieeed ea ' i n d o c t r i n 
a t ion* ( u i l y e t t ) , or wi th reference to 
• p o i i t i e k e oorweglng«< (HOl la r ) and *the 
e i m p l i c i t y of the l a f t and tha r i g h t 1 

(Abrahame). Theee era weighed against eueh 
admirable eol f -explanatory concepte ee 'd ie 
l l t e r l r e gehalte van *n work* {Saute ) t

 Ath« 
o ld concept of un ive rsa l i t y * ( R l c c l ) t 
• e u t h e n t i c i t y ' end * l n t r i n a i c poetic merl te1 

( U i l y e t t ) , 'belassnheld an leeeervaring* and 
'voortdurande opakerplng van norma* (Botha) 
e t c . C r i t i c i a m i a thara 'oei dim l i t e r a t u u r 
te dien* (Smute). Uwotee from Standpunte 
133, 1977 and Contract a« t 1977 among others . 

4 2 . I n an etooephora of increased repression 
end benninge, witness H.C.T. flOUor'e 
deeire to keep l i t e r a t u r e ' f r e e * from 
p o l i t i c a l p raecr ip t lon j ' ftapport 6 / 8 / 7 6 . 

4 3 . Thus, s cogent C r i t i c i s m of Jamaeon'e 
about e t r u c t u r e l i e t c r i t l c l e m ( " I t cennot 
perform tha moat basic function of genuine 
eelf-coneciouanese, which l e to buckle the 
buckle, to reckon the piece of tha obeervar 
in to tha experiment") le e p p l l c a b l e . The 
rrloon-houae of Lflmjauqa (Pr inceton , 1972) p 

44* Sea Courene/Ulkobe 'Kobody'e Oebyt 
Nodikwe Oikoba and Alaxandra 1942*6* in 
Bozzol i oo. c l t . pp 9 5 - 6 . 

4 5 . John Updike hee pointed out that oven 
American novela cannot be eeen ae hevlng the 
same ' form* ee t h a i * European equ iva lents . Thie 
i a , of couree, much more the caem where tha 
Luropman inf luence l e weaker - Btt immediate 
example ia Amadi'a The ureat Pondj from 
N i g e r i a , where no ihd iv ldue l protegonlet 
appeara in tha a t o r y . 
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4 6 . S i * l e t t e r from Guyo Book Club t ^Prof i le 
of the H is to r ian Walter Benton Xubuaono' by 
ftiaimeti Jomethonsi and Gwala'e r a v i n of 
Honwana'e Ww K i l l e d flangy-Oop^ a l l I n 
S t a f f r l d o r , 2 , 2 1979 pp 2 1 , 3 1 , 5 2 . 

4 7 . ' C u l t u r e ' l a generol ly ueed by the leyman 
In South Af r ica today wi th two d i a t l n c t 
meeninge. one r e f e r * to the ' c u l t i v a t e d * 
p r e t e n t i o n * of the Middle c leeeo* end m*k*a 
the d l a t i n c t l o n between tha c i v i l i z e d few 
and the ignorant m*a*eo who are not the 
rec ip iente of i t a bleooingoi the second, ea 
populariaed by aoc ia l snthropologie te , refers 
to the to ta l i sed aocia l e f f e c t a of any pre-
aelacted end d i a t l n c t aoole ty . Both uaea hev* 
become tha too l of the dominant * *c t iona of 
aociaty i what vaev in the f i r a t esse, 
o r i g i n a l l y conceived a * a defenaive' aeothotlc— 
law react ing egoinat tha subordination of 
wanklnd to commodity product ion, haa been 
tronemogrif led by ths cumulative weight of 
l i t e r e r y end c u l t u r a l t h a o r l e t * I n t o an 
element of ideo log ica l control and i m p l i c i t 
ce lebra t ion of the atatua quo* Anthropological 
ueee heve genera l ly been unable to deal with 
e oc ie l c o n t r a d i c t i o n * (other then in torme of 
' sub l imat ion ' ) and were of ten l inked to 
co lon ia l and neo-colonle l endeovoure. See 

R. Wi l l iams Culture and Society 1760*1950 
(Harmonoworth, 1959) | 3 . Fakat* The C r i t i c a l 
Twi l ight (London, 197B) pp 3-36 | T . tagloton 
C^lticiara and Idaolooy (London, 1976) pp 11 -21 | 
f . Jameeon pp. c l t . pp 161*2, 196-9 , 209 -11 | 
P . Anderson 'Componente of t h * Net lonel Culture 
New Left Review 5 0 , 1968 pp49-56. I t emerges 
c l e a r l y that a l l c u l t u r a l debate* must be 
ineer ted i n t h e i r apec i f i c e l t u e t l o n e . 

4 8 . I would euggoet t h a t tha terme ' cu l tu re * 
and ' ideology* d i f f e r from each other but are 
of ten ueed to denote many of the oomo fectoro. 
Ideology hee e mora apec i f ic d e f i n i t i o n end 
tande to be ueed where the f u n c t i o n a l i t y of 
the ao c ia l organieat lon of b a l l e f a end thought 
l a concerned. The term ' c u l t u r e * ooeme to 
eppeer where the focus l a on tha content of 
auCh b e l l e f e and thought. 

4 g . R. Wil l iams Hirxlsm and L i t a r a t u r o (Oxford, 
1977) pp 128-9; A, Cabrel re turn to tha Sourcei 
Selected Speeches (New York, 1973) p 4 1 . 

5 0 . The uee of ' c u l t u r e * by the Ideologues 
of the power bloc i e in format ive both in 
thai;- epec i f i c dlacouree of l eg i t ima t ion end 
t h e i r manipulation of tha terms " . . . . d i e 
ue rk l l ko kultuurmens eidder wennear hy moat 

l u i a t e r na d ia etekllko t e a l van d ie rewolueion-
t r . . . » 0 1 o rawolueionlr w l l lewe van uerendering 
wen verbroking van d ie ver lede* Hy ken geen 
langtarmynbaplanning wet op prograaaiewe opbou 
gegrond i e n i e . " Die flepubllkain (Windhoek) 
6 /9 /7B. 

5 1 . I t ia general ly conceded that SABC %r><S 
5ATV are powerful monopolietlo msens of 
c u l t u r a l disseminat ion. One thinke of nagazlnes 
euch ee Bone and Pace ( i t i e i n t e r e s t i n g to 
note thet Pace'* primary target i a the l l t e r e t * 
urben higher-income brocket of blacka in the 
16-34 age group realdant in the Sowoto/ 
Johannesburg complex), the recording* of 41 
Ba ta l l l on in Namibia, e t c . Tor e look et 
the uee of comic booke eee A. Scho l t i 
• fUr ror or Reel L l f e i The world of Photo** 
Comics' Speak 1,4 1978. 

5 2 . Sea Rand freUv " e l l 13/12/78 and 2 6 / l 2 / 7 8 | 
Sunday limes 8 /10 /78 and 12 /11 /78 ; Sunday 
Cxproee 1 0 / 6 / 7 9 . 

5 3 . Cabrel 1973 p 1 0 1 . 

54 . Cabrel n . d . p 17. 

55*0ue to t h e i r be t te r education and recurr ing 
ideo log lco l l n t e r e e t e , the r a d i c a l l z a t i o n of 
many black petty—bourgeola elemente in A f r ica 
hee h i e t o r i c e l l y been marked by a react ion 
egelnet the inher i t ed Europeen c u l t u r e l 
imperetlvea and towarde i d e n t i f y i n g with 
t h e i r A f r ican h e r i t a g e . A r e l a t i v e l y a l ienated 
etance therefore precedee th ia eeerch for 
" r o o t s ' . I t i e not etrenge thet movemento 
euch ee Megritudo were of ten e ta r ted by 
Af r ican i n t e l l e c t u a l a overseee, nor thet 
euch expression* ere booed on the premlee 
that a l l Afr icene are c u l t u r e l l y i d e n t i c a l end 
l i t t l e emphaei* placed on the d lv ia lona which 
had emerged due to c o l n l e l i a m . Indeed, a 
noetelgic communmliem and claealesanese in 
Afr lcen h is tory 1 * lne ie ted upon, even 
though d i v i a i o n * axlated before co lonie l 
t ime* (Soylnk* and Armeh have given voica to 
th ia tendency)* 

56* One thinke of the r e v i v e l of t r s d l * i o n e l 
dencee euch ee the flussltoro in Plocembiquo 
(auppreeeed by the portugueeo)-, and the uee 
of populer forme of donee, theatre and poetry 

tn f e c t o r l e o i echoola and v i l l a g e e by c u l t u r e l 
groupe l i k e CrutSaa Cul tura ia PQ l i v e lent as and 
the Grupp Scomco. Spactacla* such as the 
fluede pegeent - commemorating the ehooting 
of 600 paopl* i n 1960 by t h * Por tugu*** — 

the ffussltoro and the Notional Oence f e e t i v e l 
held in l a t e 1978 were expreeely aimed a t 
overcoming t r i b a l i s m . On* c r i t i c h*e reworked 
on the e t r i k i n g mixture of borrowed, t r a d i t i o n 
a l end impromptu sty les in theee parformenoee. 
See as* Afr ican August 1978 pp 7 2 - 3 | R. S * l u t i n 
•Th* Cul ture Vulture in nocembiquo1 L p i » 
r.aoailne 13,1 1979 and Oevalopmant Dialogue 
2 , 1978 p 3 6 . 

57. At the aama time the eeparation of mantel 
end phyeical lebour — e powerful force in 
t h * creet ion of profeesionel i n t a l l e c t u e l e -
i a de-otreeoed. Cerloe Oleet " I t would be 
impoaeibla to conceive of work apart from 
education ee though i t were something to 
which we aapirad or which we were preperlng 
oureelvea to do in the future lneteed of 
understanding i t to be the very centre of the 
formative process." 

5 8 . A. Rafeje 'The Role of the Berd in a 
Contemporary Afr ican Community' Journal j f 
Afr ican Language* 6,3 1967, I l l u s t r a t e d wi th 
the example of the mbpnol Plelikheya flbutuma, 
i n the etruggle between the ch ie fe Sebata 
and Aatcnzima in the Tranokoi in the 1960s, 
flefeje ehowe that in *uch ceeea tha bard can 
no longer pley the t r a d i t i o n a l madletive ro le 
end ia forced to t c k * s ides. 

5 9 . Coplen op. c l t . p 208 . 

6 0 . See T . Couzone 'Sobokeng, O o o r i e e . . . . 1 | 
C r i t i c l a m of South Af r ican l i t e r a t u r e ' UIP 2 , 
1977 end I . Hofmeyer vThe fled D oe ta i An 
Analyaia of en Ear ly Sub-Tradit ion of 
Johannesburg L i t e r a t u r e and i t e Subeequont 
Oevelopmente' I n 6 o z z o l l op. c i t . 

6 1 . Couxens/Dikoba pp. c l t . pp 97 -8 . 

62* The cont inu i ty of wr i t e rs who are alao 
journa l la ta in South Afr ican h is tory la 
remarkable] r igh t beck to the deya of 
Wi l l iam GQObe in t h * loot century. One thinke 
of P l e e t j e , the Ohlomo brothers , ttgubene, 
Thambe, f letehikizo and h o t s i a i and recent 
wr i t e re auch as flothobi l u t l o e t a e . 

63. Coplen p 168. 

64. Leclau pp 104, 171-2 . Among groupa who 
ate seperated from tha dominant re la t ione of 
production (auch ee the petty bourgeoisie) 
the evolut ion end c o n f l i c t s of the present 
c r i e l e they experience w i l l be moat d iscern ib le 
on the ideo log ica l l e v e l . 
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6 5 . I em thinking of Ayi Kwei A m h and 
Jacqueline P ie rce . Compare t h i e e f t i e t s n t l a l 
posturing t o , eeyf the work of Kgugi , Ousmane, 
and flwengl (or cloaer to hoaa compare Brlnkva 
output to Yvonna Burgess or tha recent work of 
Etlenne l a r o u x ) . 

6 6 . Coplan p 2 1 1 . Ha auggaata that tha aioda of 
t h a i r parforiianca aaaiata t h a i r popular i ty -
• • t i r o , use of auaiCt and a atrongly v isua l 
impromptu a r t , 

6 7 . And th i a l a not only a problem In South 
A f r l c a i tha two racurrant p o l a i of 'popular1 

and 'advanced' a r t bedevi ls a*ny wr i te ro who 
are raora p o l i t i c a l l y lno l lnad . 

6 8 . Aoethetica and P o l i t i c s pp 10B-9| 
Eaolaton C r i t i c i s e and IdaQloov p 167. Tha 
l i t e r a r y tax t i a , moreover, alwaya selected, 
daaaad raadabla and daoipharad by c a r t a l n 
conventiono daaply embedded in aducational 
and aaathatlo pract ica l and tha act of raadlng 
l a a i f t i l a r l y i d e o l o g i e e l l y o o n t r o l l a d . 

6 9 . Ona thinka of tha work of nir leiJ T l a d i , 
daaplta l t a p o l i t i c a l and aoo ia l p r e t e n s i o n * . 
Har work ahowa c l a a r l y tha dangar of thaaa 
mythe. 5aa 'New Horizone' S t a f f r l d e r 1,4 197fl| 
"You c a n ' t Juat a i t back* Rand Dal ly H a i l 
19/6 /79 and har atory 'Tha Point of No Return* 
s t a f f r l d e r 1»2 1 9 7 * . (*Ha unclaapad hia 
t h u M slowly from tha batty'a i n s t i n c t i v e o lu tch 
atrokad i t tandar ly for a swaent. Ha walkad 
alowly towarda tha dim duaty window. Ha lookad 
through in to tha baraly v i s i b l e yard* ovar tha 
roofa of tha naarby b u i l d i n g s , in to tha c l a a r 
blua aky abova. Ha eaidt ' I t l a bacauaa I have 
tha b a l l a f that wa aha l l meet againv Bongl | 
t h a t wa aha l l meet again in a f r a a A f r i c a i ' 
Tha auaic roaa i n a alow craacando. 'That 
aong, i t l a ao sad. I t aounda l i k a a hymn'" 
ato a t o . ) 

7 0 . Thera la a naad to lay to raat foravar 
tha fabla that coitplex tachnlquaa ara 
comprehensible only to tha a l l t a faw. On 
d l f f a r a n t l e v e l e , ona can point to tha 
fluada pagaant in Hocembique and tha popular i ty 
of Uola Soyinka'a extremely d i f f i c u l t play 
'Tha Road* emong lo r ry and t a x i dr lvara in 
Lagoa and Ibaden a faw yaara ago. 

7 1 . Tha Luktfcaian aquation of 'experimente i n 
demoli t ion wi th a condi t ion of decedence' l a 
unaecaptabla — ona would hava to d i a a i a a t for 
inatancaf tha iamature but b r i l l i a n t young 
2imbabwecn Dambudzo narecheraj whoaa highly 

id iosyncrat ic and paraonaliaad ator laa 
projact aoat f o r c a f u l l y tha f r a g a e " t e i i e o t i o n 
and achlzophranla of a aoclaty at war with 
l t a a l f . I n our a l t u a t l o n tha oppoalta a f f a c t 
can ba dublouat wltnaaa wateon'e accurata 
e r i t i c l a m of tha whita Anglaphona South Af r ican 
poata of tha aavant laai " i n ganaral ona would 
think that tha aapara t lon t d W i a i o n and 
• l l a n a t i o n would ba thamee l l t a r a l l y haunting 
tha work of thaaa poata , . .Tha Engl ish, however, 
hava alwaya ev/aded th ia fac t through a wadding 
of dlnnara and ldaaa | anything but that 
r a d i c a l u l t i m a t e , pain i t e e l f * . S* Uataon 
•Pelefacee - Some Comments on whita Engl ieh 
South Af r ican Poetry of th« Savantlaa1 tflp 
4 , 1978 pp '33 ( 3 6 . 

7 3 . H#fl» Enzeneberger 'Const i tuents of a 
Thaory of tha Hedie' Waw L i f t Review 64. 
1970 pp 6 * 1 1 . 

Kalwyn Sola , 

gold 
* 

CCLO * An Adventure Storv (publiahad by 

Parakor) ia a compulsory Santu education 

aatbook atudiad by Afr ican atudants in 197B. 

I t waa w r i t t e n by Laon Hugo (praaant ly a 

Professor a t UNISA). Anothar Slankat i a a 

report publiahad by AIR ( tha Agency for 

Indua t r l a l mission) of an lntenaiva i n v e e t i -

gat ion in to migrant labour, car r iad out by 

thaological atudanta in June 1976* 

Colg baglna in Ptelewl whara Slmbo (aon 

of Sanbo?) Raaewali and a f r i e n d are diacuaaing 

t h a i r f u t u r e , eoth hava f in iahad school, end 

81mbo fae le ha wanta to study fu r the r to 

help the people of flelcwi f ind the 'go ld In 

the i r heada1. 

while rowing, e barge innocently named 

Venele, bore down on them carrying workers 

down south to the mines. One of the workers 

f e l l in to the water and 8i*Do haro ice l ly 

* eaved h i a . He discussed recruitment wi th the 

barge capteln end, w i th in a week, had Joined 

another cheerful band of hopeful work*re, 

whose eong want: 

T r a v e l l e r s , t r a v e l l e r s 
On t r a v e l l i n g , on t r a v e l l i n g 
Going ere the flelewi men 
Going are the Raleui men. 

Good-bye, good-bye, 
Ue ara gone, wa ara gone 
Ue are gene in aeerch of r iches 
Good-bye, we shal l meet a g a i n . , • 

t i n t (o are going to ba ra ta thera 
we are no longer going to be monkeys 
9eceuse monkeye are alueys found here 
Ue are becoming l i t t l e wen there 
Ue ara now becoming reta 



pege 

Tha white van ara going to make u 
We ara going to ba made rata 
u'h-f re we ara going to ba chased 

e rats 

ye ara monkeys going by 
tha *ount*ina? 

On tha way Bimbo and tha othar racru l ts 

rtoppod in 91antyra t where thay war* * e t by e 

f i l i n g r e c r u i t i n g o f f i c e r : 

Ha l a d h i t party to a lsrge dormitory 
and indicated tha twin rowa of bads. 
'Thie l a your dormitory for the- n i g h t . 
Laava your things end come with ma. I 
guess you ara a l l h u n g r y ' . . . Thay want 
in to another room, at ont side wara huga 
ahininQ pots presided ovar by a f e t cook* 
A da l ic ious smell of ataw rose e teaa ing-
ly from them* Bimbo*e mouth watered. 

'Take a p lata and U n a up, ' tha o f f i c a r 
T a l d . Bimbo did fti ar'red and in a few 
minutaa ha racalvad a big helping of 
ataw and porr idge. Ha f ln lehed i t 
qu ick ly , 

'Uant I O * Q more?1 I t wee the f e t cook 
eeking h i a . 

• l a t h e r e more?* 

•Don't ask s i l l y quaatlona. Coma o n . ' 

. * * H* aighed whan he had f in iahsd . I t 
had been e good meal and ha wee "ore then 
a a t i e f i a d . 

AIRi Thaea man looking for work contact tha 
labour r e c r u i t i n g aganclae i n Laeotho. 

Tha men elgn a contrect which var iae 
from 6 to 12 months, genera l ly - The 
recru i t ing o f f i c a e pay a levy of R10t3G 
per migrant to the Lesotho government. 

These o f f l coe pay an advance to the 
r e c r w i t e , which w i l l ba deducted from 
t h e i r wagea. . . There ara eeversl such 
agencies in Kaaaru. unce a man l a 
recru i ted these centres o f f e r 
accomftodatlan und food. The students 
observed that at the ttreJve Recrui t ing 
Corporation (NRC) o f f i c e in ttaeeru the 
conditions wara unbearablei beds 
without eatresses* roams f u l l of bugs 
and l i c e , food i n e d i b l e , at t i «aa 
overcrowolng (Tha JJftC recru i ts on behalf 
of the Chamber of n i n e e ) . 

That evening Cimbo tnd another man, tlause, 

want to Q lantyr * . They became involves in a 

smaeh and greb robbery, Jiabo ( n a t u r a l l y ) 

chaeed tha t h i e f , who gat sway. Bimbo was 

arrested but l e t out c f t a r oroving h ie 

innocence. He also received a R50 reward for 

eaving a diamond necklaca. 

Un the f i n a l t r a i n Journey Bimbo noticed 

tha Force of Cv i l - a nan with dead eyes and 

a deadly k n i f e . At Shebt n ine, where oimbo, 

lauaa , ana* m e Yasty One were recru i ted to 

work, Bimbo found A t h i r l , the men hp saved. 

AIM; Thay ara given some.polish, t ab la ta v 

b iecu i ta end a paas book cover. This 
cover conteina glowing 
(end the eddresa where 
for Supersonic Redloe. 

Induna and/or tha mine 
tha new r e c r u i t s t h e i r 
' I n our case there was 
my colleeguee end ayse! 
e bed for a faw deye* . 

advart isaaante 
to gat eeay terme) 

securi ty men show 
rooma and bade. 
lack of spece end 

I f h id to share 
At cer te in mines 

in the Tranavaal tha workers alaap on 
cement beds. 

He f i r s t had to ba aad ica l ly examined) 

The doctor oushrd end prodded him, made 
him open h is mouth and aay ' A h , 1 to ld 
him to brastne derply whi le ha l ia tened 
to his lunge, h ie h e a r t , through a 
stethoscope, to ld him to Jump up and down 
on one spot and than l i a tened to h is 
heert aga in . Ha acibbled notee on e 
f o r m , . . . , hended the form to Bimbo. 

'Am 1 e l l r io j i t? ' dimbo asked. 

' P e r f e c t . 1 

He f a i t rather pleased with h imsel f . 

Air:: Tha medical examination 
p h y e i c a l . 

and/or i eg i 
'Tha whole 
of slaves " 
mueclse of 

i e etandlng i i 
is only 

i a group, arma • 
i ra iaed to enow the mueclee* 
show ran l i k e 
< a landowner 
e lav ta to aaa 

the examination 
Looking at the 
i f they -are big 

Training began. Tha minara learnt Fanakolo 

and tha importence of accident prevent ion. 

' I t must ba vary dangerous down in the 
vine i f wa have to learn a l l thaea 
th inga , ' eomeone ea id . 

" t o , i t s not . I t ' s lass dangaroua than 
In a motor car on a busy road. But wa 
on the mines are very conacloua of 
sefety end we try a l l tha time to avoid 
a c c i d e n t s . . • ' 

AIPli At home I was aecure 
But now that I am on t h i s aide 
I mm in tha place of dsngar 
yhero 1 nay loaa my l i f e at any time 
5o prepare me for daeth 

In addi t ion to fanakolo tha man receive 
an induction in to t h e i r nmw l i f e 
e i t u e t i o n . 

•float nten wara i n d i f f a r a n t to tha 
induction procaas which conaista mainly 
of the enumerations of tha rules end 
regulet ione which minara are expected 

* 



to fo l low at the par t icu la r t i n t , Soat 
rules and regulat ions i r n not vsry 
popular among the mlnere. eepecie l ly 
those governing the re te t ione between 
block end white a inero . The i n e t r u c t o r 
pointed out that under no circumetsncee 
ahould a block miner f i g h t a white miner. 
I f the white miner eoone reedy to f i g h t 
one enould run away.* 

F inc l l y they were ready to go down the Bine* 

They trooped to the shaft heed, the great 
concrete *no s tev l tocer thee donlnoted 
t*-s a i n e , etandin? above a l l the other 
bui ldings end teaming to keep w;>tch over 
then l i k e a b ig brother . 

Everything wee going oaaceful ly and eccording 

to p l -n whan A t h i M tc?,'-o receiv ing 

threatening l e t t e * e * =ii:bo end I'aueo took i t 

on tnemselvee to guard h i e . They traced the 

threeta to tongue f-oyo, a c a t t l e t h i e f 

lentenced by ftthiti'e # e ther (a c h i e f ) . One 

afternoon while 31mbo wee h u r t l i n g round in 

a t h l e t i c a track ta preserve the glory end 

honour of hie fs ther lond , and ftauea wee 

guarding A t h i r i . who wet Cecldedly Ospreeeod, 

d ieaeter e t ruck . A t h i r i wee etebbao 

( for tunate ly not to death) end Seuee knocked 

unconscious. Af ter e thorough lnveet igot lon 

the vine detect ive erreated Meuee. Bimbo wee 

now elone egainet the enemy and he waited for 

hie to s t r i k e . Thie he d id - he dynamited 

a digging 3inbo wee working on, k i l l i n g 

3 men, in ju r ing ?t but leeving Biabo 
• 

(miraculously) untouched. Bimbo, before the 

rsscue'team e r r l v e d , managed to extract e l l 

thoee In jured f r o « the debr is* break through 

a wel l of e o l i d rock to rescue eomeone and* 

f i n a l l y , cheee Longwo/ooed Eyee through the 

wine u n t i l he threw h i a e e l f in to a s h a f t . 

aimbo's heroic Toot d id notv n a t u r s l l y , 

53 unnoticed. At h is f e r e w e l l ceremony the 

meniger spoket 

pege 30 

He eaid i *0ur work here in the wine 
l e to get gold f r o * the rock. I t i s 
lmportent work - * t n e whole world wants 
our gold* I hsve of ten thought when 
looking at the yellow bars thet are t n i 
product of e l l our work that th is gold 
l a not the only kind there I a , f Here 
the mine aeneger turned to Biabo. 'The 
other kind of gold l a found in people 
l i k e youv Biabo flezawell. I n whet 
you recent ly d id you ihowed the gold 
I am apeeking •bout - pretence of n i n d , 
courage, l o y e l t y . be at the wine, and 
tho world outs ide , think thst t h i e kind 
of gold ie wore iapor tant than a l l the 
yellow bere in e l l the alnee of the 
w o r l d , ' 

t t i ' U o era proud 
'Your country l a 

of y o u , 1 

proud of 
he a a i d . 

he eeked Bimbo to atop 
handed h ia e cheque*. . 

y o u . r i n a l l y 
forward and ha 

I t was a cheque f o r K609 end Biabo knew 
that h ie luck had he ld . Thie aoney, plus 
sevings froa h ie wegee, plue the rewerd 
money wai t ing for film i n Blantyre. aede 
hie future secure. 

Ha knew that he could fu r the r hie studies 
to become a teacher . 

The Department of ftinee ennual report tabled 

In pa r l i aaen t in A p r i l eald that accident 

prevention neaeuree had not coao up to 

oxpectetion* Thie l a an snqrmous under-

etateoant i f one looke et the f lguree 

supplied by tne 'Jepertaenti 



fUnera l production wee a record 

R6 o 7 6 - « i l l i u n 

577 deaths occurrad on tha minaaa 6S4 

of thaaa on gold minee. during 1979 

2d 772 in jur ies occurred on tha mines, 

20 781 of tnaaa on gold n ine* 

Ron M i l e r , fl*P ftP* i n d u s t r i a l oaychoiogist 

jnd former miner •--"• cnL>c on t h a i * f igures ! 

"Annual t o t a l * of mineworkers k i l l e d 
underground nave increased by naarly 
20)6 ovar the lest f i v a ymare . . . 

"To take eaventage of tha p reva i l ing 
racord gold pr ices our mines ara going 
in to unstable ereae and daapar levels 
- not worth tha r isk %nt tha expense at 
tha o ld gold pr icaa* 

* • * 

"Mining technology i a reaching tha point 
wharv i t cannot cope wi th tha extreme 
preaaurae and i n s t a b i l i t i e s encountered 
at tna deeper l e v e l e . " 

Tnia A r t i c l e fSundey Express,. 7 9 , 0 5 . 0 6 ) ended 

on tha reeeeuring note that whi le rockourete 

hed not been el iminated Tor two reasons, 

v i z "Technology yea not y e t ava i l ab le f o r the 

int roduct ion of moeauree oiacovered to * 

reduce the hazard"! and " I t wee increaalngly 

c lear tnat not a l l the reaeona for rockburata 

were yet <nomn", research uae continuing". 

The Bimbos of the world oust be breathing 

alone of r e l i e f . 

reader* are oleo re farred to tun e r t i c l e a 

( S t a r . 73 ,03.25 ono 7 7 . i n . i e ) on indus t r i a l 

*ecidmnta, ind tnc j \ Labour b u l l e t i n . a , l i i l 0 

•>n i n d u s t r i a l wealth in South * f r i c * « 
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0CFINING THE ISSUES - TOttAROS A RETHOOOtOGT OF 

women 
This peper ie e aketchy attempt to pose aoma 

of the problema faced by thoae seeking to 

analyse the poa i t ion of wonen in South Af r ica 

from e m e t e r i e l i a t ra ther than a rad ica l or 

even bourgeola problematic* Huch of tha 

concarn in what fol lowa w i l l be wi th working 

class women and p a r t i c u l a r l y wi th black women, 

Thia i a not beceuae i t ia deemed to be the 

only relevent area of research, but bacauae 

( e ) i t i a what I mm noet f a m i l i a r w i t h , and 

(b ) bacauae of tha leek of any coherent 

enalyaia in to tha pos i t ion of white women. 

Tha strength of the feminist, movemonta 

and of the etrugglaa which thay have waged 

ovar the peat deemda or so, hae ma one of i t a 

l n t e g r e l elemente reeearch, both theore t i ca l 

and empir ica l in to tha a i t u a t i o n of women* 

Thmae women'e movements have t h e i r genaela 

in the advanced c a p i t a l i s t notions - i n 

ueatern turopa, A u e t r a l i a and the USA. I t i e 

here that many of t h e i r major b a t t l e e have 

bean fought* I t i a hera too thet much of the 

l l t a r a t u r a that i e eve l l ab le hae i t a aourca* 

Yet* no tmnt i re ly ao* , f e m i n i a a ,
t ' the 

women1 a question* — whatover one may c e l l i t , 

haa not l e f t the per ipher iee untouched. ^r\6 

while both i t a atrugglee end i t e l i t a r a t u r * 

may be l e e * obvious thay do neverthelaaa 

e x i s t , flora s p e c i f i c a l l y , one can f ind in 

South Afr ica over the paet few yaare thr 

oevelopnent of a eubetant ie l body of l l t a r a 

tura on women (unfor tunate ly muc** of i t 

academic ut ' unpubllahed) m i t ia t h i a * or 

rather i t a pramieaai which i a tha concarn of 

tna tea t of th ia a r t i c l e . 

ruch of the reseerch that haa ^n^n done 

i a h i s t o r i c a l i n content . Float notable 

examples * r * thoae of Cherryl Ualker ( 1 ) on 

tha Federat ion of South Afr ican Woman, end on 

the p o l i t i c a l atrugglee end anti -pass campaign* 

of tha iOa; that of Cynthia Kroa ( 2 ) on urban 

women's organisat ional end my own ( 3 ) on r u r a l 

proteet i n the 30a. A l l of thaae share one 

fundamental f a u l t - that they do not , or do 

not go fa r enough towerde eetabl iahing 

coherent rmmaona ma to why i t l a naceaeary to 

analyse women at a l l . For i f one re jecta a 

rad ica l problematic than chargaa of andro— 

centriam are eimply not a u f f l c i a n t Juat i f lca- i 

t lon f o r research in to the a i tua t ion of women. 

The major q jee t ion that I am than posing 

i a that of *why wonen' - why ehould women be 

abstracted ee a s i g n i f i c a n t aocia l s t r a t a / 

f rec t ion /ce tegory i end what v a l i d i t y do the 

consequent analysee have* Thia a r t i c l e 

e x p l i c i t l y re jec ta e rad ica l faminia t problem

a t i c and danlaa that one can s i t u a t e a major 

a o c l e t a l contrad ic t ion ae being one that 

ax la ta between men and woman aa two eeparata 

* and antagonist ic groupa. I t a leo denies any 

neo-Qenet ic iat claima for univarsel female 

s o l i d a r i t y , for whi le i t may be an Immutable 

fac t (or r e l a t i v e l y so) that woman have babies 

t h i s b i o l o g i c a l fea ture doea not mean that 

woman havm babies in a imi lar conditioner or 

that thaaa babiaa and thaae mothara w i l l have 

s imi lar re lat ionships to each other . 

While t h l e mey eound t r i t e . I t i a i n fac t 

not ao. For the fac t that a l l women do or 

may have babiaa, but under e i g n i f i c a n t l y 

d i f f e r e n t mater ia l conditiona and aocia l 

+androcontrlomi women—centred, or revolving 
eround woman* 
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r e l a t i o n e , l a in r e a l i t y the genesis of what 

I conaider to be a more coherent s t a r t i n g 

point for the anaiyais of women, f o r i t i e 

located i n the mater ie l conditions of hun&n 

l i f e . 
At t h i s point some kind of d e f i n i t i o n of 

mater ia l is t ! i e use fu l . Uolpe and rtuhn say: 

The a e t e r i a l i s t problematic l a baaed 
on a conceptual izat ion of hunen society 
aa defined a p e c i f i c o l l y by i t s product
i v i t y ! pr imar i ly of the mesne of 
subsistence and of value by the t r e n e -
formation of nature by work* Jni tad 
with t h i s is a conceptual izat ion of 
history as the s i t e of t ronefornet ion of 
the socia l re le t lone of production and 
reproduction. Aa fa r aa an anaiyais of 
the poa i t ion of woman l a concerned, 
mater ial iem would locate that poai t ion 
i n teros of the re la t ions of production 
a t varioua momenta in h i s t o r y , ( 4 ) 

I n theae terms then, women, before they 

cen be anelysed ea women, have to be placed 

wi th in e socia l context and w i t h i n h i s t o r y . 

To do so means f i r a t l y and aost c r u c i a l l y to 

locate woman I n terms of t h e i r re la t ionship 

to the means of product ion, i e to define to 

what socia l c lass they belong. Imp l i c i t i n 

th ie l a • re jec t ion of rad ica l feminiem Tor i t 

has ae i t a assumption that woman, because 

th,ey belong to d i f f e r e n t claases have veet ly 

d i f f e r i n g i n t e r e s t s ! rendering croea-claes 

s o l i d a r i t y and mobi l isst ion extremely d i f f i c 

u l t . I t alao meena that woman aeon analy 

t i c a l category have to be defined in terms of 

class s t rugg le , not only at the leve l of what 

ft** been atatad above, but i n terms of i n t e r -

claaa c o n f l i c t s *nd d iv is ions . As the labour 

b u l l e t i n edi tors ( 5 ) make c l e a r , 

, , . e * * i e m l i k e racism, i e a d iv is ive 
force amongst workers. As lang aa 
d iscr iminat ion exists in the f a c t o r i e s ! 
shops, o f f ices ant nomrs ?riil aa long as 
we have unequel pay or job raaervction 
olong the lin.ee of aex or race, the 

working class remains divided tnd mani
pulated. 

iters they ere s t a t i n g i t at the moat obvious 

l e v e l , <*het has to be explained i s how this 

d iv is ion end manipulat ion operates! what i t s 

s f fec ts a re ) aa wal l aa what conat i tutea i t s 

a e t e r l a l baala* ••!>- of these ere issues that 

are not simply theore t l ce l or academic but of 

v i t e l s t ra teg ic s ign i f i cance , Tor e ooth 

Innes and O'fteara and Yawitch ( 7 ) ahow, the 

c a p i t a l i a t d iv is ion of labour which of ten 

relegate women to p r i v a t i s e d reproductiva 

labour before al lowing t h e i r p a r t i c l p e t i o n in 

socia l and c o l l e c t i v e lebour, when over lc ld 

by the e f f e c t e of migrant labour (as the 

h i s t o r i c a l form of the exp lo i ta t ion of labour 

power in South A f r i c a ) , hee c r u c i a l I m p l i 

cat ions, 

Women in the reeerves mey perceive the 

focus of t h e i r strugglm ee tiis chiefs and 

•homeland' funct ionar ies who have power to 

a l locate land and other maana of production, 

while men and woman engaged in c a p i t a l i a t 

production in the urban centree may regard the* 

eeizura of m&ane of production here aa tne 

focua of t h a l r s . Again, aa Yawitch shows ( 6 ) 

the eo-ce l loo conservatism of black woman hae 

i t a baala i n t h e i r increaaing marginsl iaat ion 

and exclueion from production i n car ta ln areas 

while eny enalysla of male cheuvinlem muat 

also have i t e mater ie l baa la . 

Thue, on the l e v e l of ideology, c claaa 

anslyala of women that l a grounded in 

mater ia l ise oakea nonsensa of many of t^ie 

cleima that woman'e oppreesion l a universe! . 
r o r whi le the category wo^en, l i k e that of 

race, doea undeniably huve profound n e t e r i a l 

a f f e c t , t h i e ie not experienced in the same 

way by woman of a l l classes* To exoect 

working class black woman in South A f r i c a , 

explo i ted on the basis of the i r c lass , 

oppressed in terns of both race and aex, to 

there the axperience of bourgeoie women i s 

ludicrous. Indeed, whi le many of the forma of 

oppression may be a i m i l a r , t h a i r content i s 

n o t . The chauvinism of black man neada to be 

explained here not ea i r r a t i o n a l and axceasivs 

but once mora meter lBl ly and h i s t o r i c a l l y . 

What was tha naturs of p r e - c s p i t e l i e t society 

and i t e aexuel d iv ia ion of labour, what wee 

i t s ideo log ica l expression, how did c o l o n i a l 

ism and lmperisl ism d i s t o r t t h i e , ere but a 

Taw of tha possible s ta r t ing po in ts . On a 

norm contemporary l e v e l , the i n t e r - r e l a t i o n -

ahips between the oppression of b a c k women 

by t h e i r men, and of ten the i n e b i l i t y of thaee 

men to exercise any control ovar the i r labour, 

needs to be def ined . Tentat ive ly i t can be 

suggested thst the i n a b i l i t y to e f fec t 

changee In working condit ions, wsgss, ate 

becauae of the we a* poai t ion of the black 

working class wi th regard to c o l l e c t i v e 

bargaining and i t s excluaion from p o l i t i c a l 

power may mean that c o n f l i c t a and antagonisms 

which cannot be expreaeed or resolved wi th in 

the workplace are subsumed within the aoakpit 

of the family and f i n d t h a i r expression, i f 

not t h e i r reso lu t ion , i n w i f e - and c h i l d -

beeet ing, rape, d r ink ing , etc * a l l of thaee 

being elements which aerve to d iv ide and 

weaken the working claaa on one leva l or 

another. 
The preceding out l ine l a akatchy and 

Incomplete. The lasuee i t deale wi th ere each 

in themselves e vast area for research* 

J l t h i n the context of th is a r t i c l e a l l that 

t h a i r mention i r intended to do l a to ahow 

that to abatract woman as an a n a l y t i c a l 
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category i s va l ida ted only I f t h e i r c a t e g o r i 

sat ion can ba shown to oxiet as a r .a ter le l 

forca w i t h i n clsae otruggle and on economic, 

p o l i t i c a l , ideo log ica l * . . « l a v o l a . 

Having accepted that women as a e i g n i f i * 

cant socis l cstegory ax ls t oniy in terms of 

class and class struggla i t becomes possible 

to ahad l i g h t on innumerable and complex 

leeuoe. At tha most fundamtntsl l e v e l a 

reworking i n ttrms of tha methodology out l ined 

abova would make much of tha h i s t o r i c a l 

data Tar more l n t a l l l g l b l a . To posa mymarller 

analyaia ( 9 ) of woman's ' r i o t s ' i n t a n a of 

a t a t a in tarvant lon to sacura a naw f o r i of 

d iv is ion of labour and to antranch a naw 

d iv is ion of lsnd end waalth I n tha reserves, 

aa par t of mn ovara l l changa in tha ro la of 

t^a rasarvas in tha l a t a 1950a, would hava 

fa r mora axplsnatory value, than 

doaa ay rathar aa ip l r ic ia t account with i t a 

unquaatlonlng accaptsnca of women aa a l o g i c a l 

s t a r t i n g point f a r sna iys le . 5o too would 

Chsrryl Wslker'o ( 1 0 ) a a r l i a r work on tha 

Federat ion bsnsf i t from a e lm i le r reworking. 

f o r bafora analysing ths ant i -paee 

campaigns and tha natura of tha organiaations 

t h a t both graw out of i t and mobll iaad than* 

ona naada to look at paasaa themselves* Thia 

naana looking a t labour a l locat ion and at tha 

aexuol d i v i s i o n or labour h i s t o r i c s l l y . I t 

meen* locat ing in terms or c a p i t a l ' s naads 

snd i n terms of s ta ts a t ra tag ias why at that 

time passss should OQ extended to women. Tha 

f a r o c i t y or tha ensuing struggle snd tha 

d i f f i c u l t y axparitncad by tha stata in 

actua l ly carrying out i t s ln tsnt lona naada to 

ba aaaaaaad i n t a n s or widsr p o l i t i c a l 

economy rathar than eome fo ra of nabuloua 

'women's m i l i t a n c y * , for th ia l a a l l part or 

a wider process or reetructur lng of cap l to l 

that i n c a r t a l n aansas provides o foundation 

for cha penetrat ion of monopoly c a p i t a l **nd 

the procassaa of machanlsstion and c a p i t a l * 

i aa t ion that take placa f r o * tha 1960s. 

I m p l i c i t in tha abova c r i t i q u a i s tha 

aacond oajor nethodolo^icel point I lant to 

make. This i s t h a t tha £naiye£s of rtmen in 

tarms of class and c l a a i struggle nacds to ba 

broadoned snd deepened by looking at tham 

h i s t o r i c a l l y and in r a l a t l o n to tha naads of 

c a p i t a l accumulation and to a t a t a lntarvant ions 

and actions to f a c i l i t a t e thoaa naads. Hara 

what haa to ba accounted for l a tha rorm of 

accumulation aa w a l l aa that of tha atata at 

apac i f lc momanta in h ia tory . Tha accumulation 

procaaa in tha cmntraa or advanced capi ta l ism 

d i r f e r a r a d i c a l l y from that in tha per iphar iaa . 

So too w i l l the placa and a ignl f icanco of 

woman wi th in th ia process d i f f e r . Thua i t l a 

not poaalblv to eimply t ransfer analyaaa of 

woman in advanced c a p i t a l i a t rormatlons 

however sound thmy may be , to thoaa of woman 

in the per ipho t iee . And while i t may ba 

poasibla to u t i l i s e a iml ler concepte end 

a n a l y t i c a l cetegorieo th ia cannot ba done 

unqusetioningly and l a alwaya eubject to an 

analysis t h a t i s grounded in h i s t o r y . 

Tha uaa thet hes been made of tha concept 

of tha raaarva army of labour aa wal l ea tha 

dichotomy between reproduction snd production 

with reference to South Af r ice have of ten 

suffered from t h i s weakness. Tha raserve army 

funct ion of women, ee wel l es t h e i r sjppoeed 

confinement to reproductive labour , i a a l l too 

of ten riung eround a h l o t o r l c e l l y snd unqueet-

ioningly ae a means of axpleining away a 

mult i tude or ieaues ( 1 1 ) . Tha reasons for 

th ia brings 6a to the major nroblem with 

reeaarch in to wo:ien in South Af r ice at the 

present t i n e . 

For elthouon i t i e by now c lear that 

black wo«en era concentrated in e g r l c u l t u r e , 

d mastic aervica and border induet r ies i that 

they do const i tute a large and vulnerable 

aect ion of the ressrve army; that i n cer ta in 

areas they are becoming nerg ina l i ead ; that 

white womenp nuch in the seme way that 

Breverman analyeee American woment era 

becoming concentreted in the eervlce end 

p a r t i c u l a r l y c l a r i c e l sectors; i t i s t r i t e to 

eimply res ta te t h i s over end over again. Tha 

crying need now i e for reaearch, end although 

tha epperent leek of resources, tha endro-

centriem and chauvinism which maen that woman 

era of ten not eccounted for eeparataly from 

men, aey render t h i e a fragmented and 

r r u e t r e t i n t taek , i t i e nevertheleea possible. 

What i a alao needed i s resaarch of a 

spec i f i c type. Jhat haa never bean attempted 

l a the formulst ion of a general theory of 

women i n South A f r i c a . By th ia I mean tha 

provlaion of a h i s t o r i c a l anslysia in tarme of 

* claaa atruggle and c a p i t a l accumulation that 

would go aome way toward* both def in ing end 

in tegra t ing woman wi th in the wealth of l i t e r * - * 

tu re on southern Afr iesn p o l l t l c s l sconomy. 

This i s obviously not a teak for ona parson. 

.'net i t doaa however require i s that a l l thoaa 

ln ta raa ted i n such work make ave i lab la tha 

resources thet they gather . A l l too often tha 

i s o l a t i o n wi th in which people work mcene not 

only conetant dupl icat ion of what haa already 

been said, but alao tha re ta rda t ion of any 

progression. I t aleo requlree that much of 

tha merxlat and neo-merxiet reeaarch that i e 

eve i l ab le neede to be worked through mgein end 

again ao that i t l a poaaibla to define exact ly 



what prob lem end what gaps in enelysis i t s 

h i t h e r t o androcentr ic tendencies hnve meent* 

Las t ly , while t h i s does not mesn that 

work on woman oust be car r ied out only on & 

nigh leve l of Abstract ion, i t dots mean that 

what la too apsc l f l c dots have severe 

l i m i t a t i o n * . Tor while work l i k e my own on 

woman in ' j in torve ld may in i t s e l f be valuable* 

i t does nean that i t s very s p e c i f i c i t y end 

i t s form as s csas study, l i m i t s i t s u s e f u l 

ness* Such cast stuQisa do need the back-* 

ground of same more general work against which 

they can be toeted . i t i s t h i s which i s ons 

of the major taste f o r those working on women 

in South A f r i c a , 
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THIS paper ie an analysis of tha posi t ion 

occupied by African van** w i th in tha labour 

process i n South Af r ice over tha last 20 

years. I t w i l l * howeve*t s t a r t by explaining 

b r i e f l y the c e n t r a l l t y of migrant labour in 

BOiilng to an unoeretending of the oosi t ion of 

African women ">nd in e luc idat ing \ >s 

d i f ferences between t h a i r posi t ion and those 

of woman i n advanced c n p i t e l i s t formations 

( the countr ies such as the U5A end Canada, ond 

tha countries of western Europe), 

i e fo re I s t a r t oy analysis I should t l a o 

c l a r i f y tha eseumptione which I bel ieve 

under l ie a m a t e r i a l i s t enalyaia of women* for 

1 do not thinx i t i s possible to take women 

ss an a n a l y t i c a l category and i eo le te them 

from t h a i r eocia l context without eat t ib l iahing 

c lea r ly the basie on which t h i s Is done* 

Women aa an a n e l y t i c e i category do not 

ex ia t unproblematical ly unless one i s working 

wi th in a rad ica l feminist paradigm, which I 

r e j e c t out r ight * Having accepted that a 

major soc ie ta l contrad ic t ion cannot be 

between men and woaien ( the t a d l c e l feminist 

poa l t ion ) ona hae to redefine one's under-

etanding of 'women1. Tha a t a r t l n g point for 

t h i s a a t a r i a l i a t r e d e f i n i t i o n of the concept 

•women' aa a category in themselves l a that of 

c leee . of tha re la t ionship between entegonlet ic 

aocla l c lasses, and of the d i f f e r i n g nature 

of accaee to tha maena of production* Having 

accepted that women a x i e t w i th in c lasses, 

what haa to be exp la ined, analysed and 

reeeerchad i a tha re la t ionship between men 

end women w i t h i n a eingle c l a s s , tha r e l a t i o n -

ehip between women of d i f f e r e n t c laesas t tha 

ra la t loneh lo of each of t h e * * to tha s t a t e . 

The Issues that ona l a forced to confront 

than era thoaa of d iv is ions wi th in the working 

c less . the m a t e r i a l beela of thoaa d i v i e i o n e . 

tha nature of the aaxual d l v i e i o n of labour , 

i t e re la t ionsh ip to , and a f f a c t e on, t e 

technica l and also socia l d iv is ion of labour* 

I t also means t h a t tha Issue of female 

oppression has to be recognized, , ia do the 

problems that are a i tua tad around c a l l a for 

univeraal raminlnw s o l i d a r i t y , for i t Mane 

that these w i l l be forced to take cognizance 

of the factors of c lass , rsca and nat iona l 

opnraeeion* P o l i t i c a l l y such an analysis alao 

goea o^me way towerda providing tha p o t e n t i a l 

for woman's movements to develop strategy 

which i a located h i a t o r l c s l l y and s p e c i f i c a l l y * 

L e e t l y , i t should be remembered throughout 

t h l e paper thet the wonen I am dealing with 

are Afr ican end working c l a s s . 

Although my major concern l a the poeit lon 

of women wi th in c e p i t a l i a t society , aome 

prel iminary comments about ths nsture of the 

p r e - c a p i t a l i s t eociety need be made, Tha 

family w i th in p r e - c a p i t a l i s t soc ie ty , l i k e 

that of tha feudel fami ly , wae a productive 

uni t w i th in i t s e l f . As such, whenever tha 

nsture of tha sexual d iv is ion of labour that 

character iaad i t , woman ware involved in both 

productive and reproductive labour. The 

hlatory of the procaae whereby tha feudal 

family waa daetroyed and i t e members thrown 

in to i n d u e t r i a l employment aa pro le tar iana 

( tha working c l a a a , those who have to a a l l 

t h e i r labour to othare who control tha maana 

of production - machinery, land, raw mater ia ls ) 

hae been wal l documented. 

I t haa been ehown how women were i n i t i a l l y 

incorporated in i n d u a t r l a l employment at the 

lowest leve ls and wages, and then thrown out 

whan i t became cleer that reproduction of 

tha working claae waa p o t e n t i a l l y threatened. 

Thie meent tha i n s t i t u t i o n of a f a i r l y r i g i d 

sexual d iv is ion of labour - the c e p i t a l i a t 

form of which assigned women pr imar i ly to 

reproductive end p r iva te rather then productive 

( i n the sense of tne production of value) mn^s 

soc ia l labour* Thle i s not to eay that a l l 

women vara confined to t h e i r homett or thet 

they did not work - the put t ing-out and 

piece-work syeteme in p a r t i c u l a r were 
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extremely prevalent — but rather t h a t i n 

termo of c a p i t a l ' s needs i t waa women's 

raproductive to la which waa dominant and which 

defined end aat the l i m i t s for har involvement 

in other spheres of production. 

I n South Af r ica and In many of the 

per ipher ies , th ia eaparart ion of the d i r e c t 

producers from the e o i l end the deetruct ion of 

both the form of family and poei t ion of women 

which erose out of t h i s , waa ne i ther so 

dramatic or immediate! but nevertheless 

comparably d e e t r u c t i v e . The proceee of 

p r i m l t i e e accumulation can assume more than 

one form - e i t h e r , "the dominetion of the lew 

of value ( c a p i t a l i e t re le t ione of production) 

i s accompanied by the eetebliehment of 

c a p i t a l i s t r e l a t i o n e in the immediate process 

of production" (Thle i e what happened In the 

caae of the feudal fami ly ) or* "producers 

can be sapareted from the e o i l ea a raau l t of 

the impact of c e p i t e l i e t p r o d u c t i o n . . . on 

continuing forma of non-cap i ta l i s t product ion," 

Hera, migrant labour , the c ree t ion of a 

cseh nexue, and commoditisstion of a g r i c u l t u r a l 

product ion, reduces the velue of eubelstance 

production on a progroesive e c e l e . Thua in 

South A f r i c a , the entrenchment of migrant 

labour sa the h i s t o r i c e l form of the e x p l o i t 

a t i o n of lebour power haa meant that the 

process of p r o l e t a r i a n i s a t i o n i s s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

d i f f e r e n t to that i n the centraa of capi te l ism 

and eo too the re le t loneh ip of women to the 

proceee of c s p l t s l accumulation end to the 

labour proceee* 

Hare the impl icet ions of the migrant 

labour system for women need to be explained 

in more d e t a i l . One of l t e fundamental 

premises i s the eaaumption that the wivee and 

chi ldren of migrant labourere w i l l remain in 

the reservea and secure f a m i l i a l subsistence 

o f f the lend. That the a b i l i t y to eecure 

f e m i l i e l aubaietence : - - i n view of the 

dacina in the productive oepacity of the 

reservea, conetantly diminlehed, does not 

enter th ia formulat ion* I t i s on the baaie 

of t h i e r a t i o n a l e that South Afr ican c o p i t a l 

eete the value of lebour power ( the value of 

the commodities produced by the worker 

during neceeeary labour t ime, or the value of 

commodities neceaaery to keep worker and 

f a n l l y a l i v e over t ime)* at the l e v e l of the 

single worker end thus exclude malntenence of 

h ie family from t h l e . 

I n i t i a l l y , end i n the e e r l i e a t yaara of 

c e p i t e l i e t pene t ra t ion , the reaervee ware 

eble to provide the products nsceessry f o r the 

eubeietanca of the fami ly* v e t f not for long. 

Cap i ta l lam, un l ike dual economy theor ie ta 

would have i t be l ieved* doee not confine e i t h e r 

i t e operationa or e f f e c t e to a a lng le vmodernl 

eector of the economy, and nor doee i t 

eventual ly absorb the eo-ca l led * t r e d i t l o n a l 

eector 1 . Aether, i t panotretee the en t i re 

eocle l formation ( ' s o c i e t y * ) elthough i t e 
i 

e f f e c t e end manifeatet lone arm contradictory 

- leading to the d isso lu t ion of ex ia t lng 

nodee of production i n eome ereas and the 

coneervation of t h e i r forme* elthough in e 

etuntad and d ia to r tod manner, i n o thare . 

I n the caae of the reaervee i t eoon led to 

impoveriehment and a rap id decline in t h e i r 

productive capaci ty . 

Following from th ia background tr ere are 

aaveral iaauea r e l e t e d to woman that need to 

be exp le inad, Theee include the nature of the 

chenges in the m e t e r i e i condit ione of woman 

in the reserves, the reeponses of woman to 

them, and the reasdns why the system could 

be melntelned for eo long* 

whet the entrenchment of migrant labour 

meent for Afr ican women was ( a ) that they were 

not incorporated in to eurplue value production 

( the form that surplus product tekee under 

c a p i t a l i e t production)} ( b ) the prs-ax is t ing 

d iv is ion of lebour wee d ie tor ted In epec i f lc 

weye; ( c ) becauee of the nature of the 

dichotomy between production and reproduction 

woman*a acceee to epec i f ic a k i l l a wee l i m i t e d ! 

( d ) *'u: f * c t that i t l a women alone who beer 

u l t imate reepone ib i i i ty ro r reproduction heo 

s i g n i f i c a n t impl icat lone f o r the nature of 

t h e i r p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n , 

I sha l l now expla in each of theea in 

t u r n . 

The dependence of c a p i t a l on maintaining 

i high ra ta of p r o f i t through the exp io i te t ion 

of cheep lebour power rather than through the 

revo lu t ion iea t ion of the meane of production 

and the conaequent lncreaee in the soc ia l 

product iv i ty of lebour in South Af r ica u n t i l 

r e c e n t l y , l e et beee the raaaon for the 

c o n t r a l i t y of migrant labour. I t e r e l e t l o n 

ehip to the ex t rac t ion of cheap labour power 

nee been explained e a r l i e r . Here e fundee>entel 

end c ruc ia l eeaumption i s that women etey in 

the reaervee, for i f they move to towne fu la 

p ro le ta r i an isa t ion occurs and the re t ione le 

f o r the peyment of lebour et e l e v e l set i n 

terme of the neceeelty to eecure the 

reproduction of the single labourer on ly , f a l l s 

away. Afr ican woman in South Afr ice 

h l s t o r l c e l l y then , have never been 

incorporeted in to msnufecturlng end industry 

in e i g n i f i c a n t numbere et e l l , Where they 

heve been wage labourers i t l e i n domestic 

eervlce and alao farm labour , the net e f fec t 

being to I s o l a t e them from p a r t i c i p a t i o n in 
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tht production or value end f r o * being 

c o l l e c t i v e labour. 

Thie i e not to toy , however, that thay 

do not eerve v i t a l funct ions , or that thay ara 

unproductive. What i t rathar meene l a that 

reproductive labour| p a r t i c u l a r l y reproduction 

of labour power, i s intandad to take placa 

wi th in the reserves. Hara tha c a p i t a l i s t 

aaxual d iv is ion of labour assumes a now 

dimeneion in that added to tha dichotomy 

between raproductlva and product ive , pr ivate 

end eo c le l labour, l a a geographical and 

phyaical d iv la ion of the areaa in which th ia 

l a carried o u t . 

yon en here are also reeponalble Tor 

production to aecure f o m i l i a l aubaiatence. 

However, th i a aubaiatence production now 

tekea place under tha aegie of the c a p i t a l l a t 

aiode of production and i n a d is tor ted form* 

While aateneibly women nay have seemed to be 

doing the feme work aa under pre—capita l lat 

r o i a t i o m of production, the ectuel content of 

these e c t i v l t l e e l a vaat ly d i f f e r e n t . This 

i e p e r t i c u i e r l y ao wi th the neture of the 

chengee in tha eexuel d iv la ion of labour. 
Innaa end O'Reare provide a ueefu l 

explenantion and tummary of th ia when they 

argue that r u r a l production i s now the almoet 

excluaive concern of women, wi th the workload 

of older women being p a r t i c u l a r l y heavy 

(younger women are of ten alao migrants) . 

Because men of two genarationa era migronto 

tha work car r ied out by women hes chenged 

both q u e n t l t e t i v e l y and q u s l i t a t l v e l y i The 

amount of labour thay perform haa doubled 

end i t e nature hea changed becauae the 

reproductive labour t r a d i t i o n a l l y aasl^ned to 

the* now tekee on a duel dimension. They 

explain th ia oy aaying that the penetrat ion 

of c a p i t a l i s t re la t ione of production has 

deatroyed the independence of the subsistence-

baaed economy and haa meant that i t i e now 

a *eervant of c a p i t a l * . Thue women, beceuse 

of the peynont of t h e i r husbsnds* wsges et 

a l e v e l eet below the value of lebour power 

and the i r consequent i n a b i l i t y to purcheee 

commodities that would f a c i l i t a t e reproduction, 

heve to both perform normal reproductory 

labour (cooking, ch l ldcare , c lean ing ) , but 

alao have to reproduce the commodities thst 

f e c l l i t a t e t h i s » ( i e they heve to grow food, 

cut f i rewood, prepare mud and thatch for t h e i r 

dwe l l ings ) . 

8eceuee women's lsbour i s aaaumed to be 

predominantly raproductlva and becauae her 

involvement in wage labour (domeetic aa rv lce , 

leundry, e t c ) i e structured in terma of t h e i r 

reproductive func t ion , woman of ten heve no 

access to the kinds of s k i l l s that would 

f a c i l i t a t e the ir movement into induf tr ia l 

employment, even were t h l e poaaib la . At t h i e 

point e comment about education would be 

appoeita . Assuming a s i g n i f i c a n t funct ion of 
education in c a p i t a l l a t aociety to be a meene 

of t re in ing p o t e n t i a l labouraree and non-

labourera to aasums t h e i r plecee in the socia l 

d iv la ion of lebour i t becomes c lesr immediately 

why I t ahould be that 22,6fl of tha Afr ican 

female urban populat ion of tha ASA and 60,SJ» 

of the Afr lcen r u r a l f aae le populetlon ehould 

heve no educstionel Qua l i f i ca t ions at a l l . 

The respect ive f igurea for white womar l a 

1»1J* with no educetionel q u a l i f l c a t i o i a at a l l , 

whi le that for A f r ican man l a 39,9S urban and 

65,4^ rura l with no qua l l f l co t io f lo ( l ) . Theaa 

f igurea have got nothing to do wi th r a c i a l 

d iac r im lna t ion , wi th unequel f a c i l i t i e s , e t c , 

but fundamentally r e f l e c t the fac t that i t i s 

the place eeeiQned in the eoclel d iv ie ion of 

labour which determines access to education. 

Moreover, the leek of access to education 

remote beck to prevent women from aver 

gaining access to new e k l l l e . And o f t e n , 

becauae of t h e i r i n a b i l i t y to apeak t n g l i s h 

end Afr ikesnt w e l l , becauae of t h e i r i l l i t e r a c y 

women generel ly only look for work aa domeetic 

servants. 

Thsra ara two l a a t laauea r e l a t e d to 

migrant labour and i t e e f f e c t e on women which 

heve to be expla ined. The f l r e t la the leaua 

of exectly whet the decline in the productive 

capacity of the reserves mesne* in terme of 

the continued s b i l i t y of people to eurvive 

there . The eecond i s that of the e f f e c t of 

t h e i r m a t e r i e l conditions on woman*a 

coneciouenooa* for I f the col lapse of the 

reserve economy can be set at some point i n 

the 1920s, what hae to be made underetandeble 

l a how and why ao many uoman and t h e i r f e m l l i e e 

have survived there for ao long. To an extent 

the anawmr l a to be found in the long—term 

d e t e r i o r a t i o n of the etanderde of l i v i n g and 

i n the lnoreeaed re l iance on remittances. The 

col lepse of the reservee i n concrete terms 

would thue be perceived aa a proceaa involv ing 

the conatant devaluing of the meene of 

production aa wel l ee the forcing down, over 

e long period of t ime, of the l e v e l of 

neceeeery aubaiatence, which l a par t ly 

h i s t o r i c a l l y and morally determined. 

Accounts of meter ie l l i f e in the reeervee 

ara extremely r a r e , which i e why Liz C larke 'e 

atudy ( 2 ) of 150 f a m i l i e s in the Nqutu area 

of Hotel i s so invslueblet The nature of the 

dec l ine in the que l i ty of l i f e in tha reeervee 

can be eoen i n tha fo l lowing concluaion* 



T r a d i t i o n a l wal i -baing in a r u r a l Zulu 
family would raquira a auf f ic iancy or 
amaai (curdlad m i l k ) p gra lna and 
vsgstablaa i n aaaaon* a minimum of S 
huta or rooms par fami ly - ona for tha 
grandparanta* ona for tha paranta t ona 
for tha boys, ona f o r tha g i r l s and ona 
uaad aa a ki tchan end coaimon fami ly room 
• • • Tha 150 faml l i aa invaat igatad i n 
Nqutu ara baraly aubslstirvg on an avaraga 
incoaa i n caah and kind of R14»87 par 
month*• » Thay ax ia t without tha 
aacuri ty of family or tha comfort of 
r a l i g l o n and r i t u a l . Thay cannot 
conceivably axpraaa any samblsnca of 
aocia l gracaa or 'ubuntu*. n o t a r i a l l y 
thay ara undarclothad and undarnouriahadi 
thay cannot hopa to achiava any maaning— 
f u l aducational atandarda or indulga in 
any luxur laa avan of tha amallaat k inda t 
l i k a making a t r i p i n t o town or purchasing 
a box of c lgara t taa or a drink without 
aar loualy impair ing t h a i r own rudlmantary 
d la t of atarohaa. 

Tha study aatlmatad tha avaraga lncoma of 

a Mqutu family to ba R14.8? par month, brokan 

down aa fo l lowai 

Ramlttancaa from migrants fi9t00 
Carninga from homa lnduatry and 

agr icu l ture A2T 37 
"incomim from panaion and 

s u a b i l i t y fl2,60 

TAtal 

At tha aama timB i t i a aald that R103.99 a 

month ia tha minimum naadad to allow faml l l sa 

to l l v a i n 'human povar ty ' * 

An add i t iona l Important p o i n t , but ona 

that cannot ba dlacuaaad in d a t a l l h s r a v * i a 

that tha ' t r a d i t i o n a l ' r a d l a t r l b u t i v a k i n a h i p / 

houaahold baaad economy i a tranaformad and 

d i v a r a l f l a d . Tha caah aant homa by mlgranta 

i a c l rcu la tad wi th in th ia aconomy. I t l a hara 

that tha o r i g i n * of tha ' i n f o r m a l ' aactor i a 

to ba found. A marginal aconomy davalopa at 

low lava la of p roduct iv i ty and wi th minimal 

p o a a i b i l i t i a a of accumulation, that i a 

intandad to provlda a markat in commoditlaa 

for tha poor. A major impl ica t ion of th ia 

mag* 3B 

depandanoa on ramittancaa i * that woman in 

tha ratarvas ara in f a c t prolatar lmns* but 

p ro la ta r iana who ax la t i n a a tata of l a o l a t i o n 

and with incraaalngiy laaa accaaa to tha maana 

of production, a i t h a r aa labourara or aa non— 

labourars . Thia haa s i g n i f i c a n t a f f a c t a on 

t h a i r conaclouanaas. Ths i r lack of acoromlc 

indapandanca, comblnad with tha fac t that i t 

l a thoy alona who ara* mada raaponalbla for 

tha raproductlon of tha fami ly can maan t h a t 

in c a r t a l n clrcumstancaa r u r a l woman can ba 

axtramaly conaarwatiwa- Tha moat common 

axmmpla of t h i s would ba tha brska put on 

working claaa act ion »nd mi l i tancy by 

woman bacauaa of thm fae r of msn losing t h a i r 

Joba through s t r i k a a , a t c f act iona that would 

obvioualy randsr woman axtramaly vulnarabla . 

Having aat migrant labour and tha sffmcte 

of i t on woman aa tha contaxt within which 

thia papar i a aa t B t h * ana ly t i a that i s to 

fo l low w i l l look at tha a f f a c t a of tha accumu

l a t i o n procaaa on woman from tha 1950a to 

tha praaant day, a l b a l t I n ganaral tarms. 

I t i a Brguad in th ia sact ion that tha 

atata l a g i a l a t l o n and intarvant ions of tha 

1950a hava to ba aaan in tarms of chongsa i n 

tha accumulation procaaa at tha t ima, and in 

tarma or a t a t a attsmpts to daal wi th thasa 

in tha faca of tha mi l i tancy snd strsngth of 

both the working class and nat iona l l i b a r a t l o n 

movamants a t that timtf* 

I n thaaa tarma tha axtsnslon of psssss 

to woman can ba aaan aa an axpraasion of tha 

naad to contro l tha mob i l i t y of woman bscausa 

of tha fac t that for tha f i r s t tlma t h a i r 

i n f l u x to urban srssa waa poaing a aarioua 

throat to a t a b l l i t y and to tha conditlona 

which would al low accumulation to continua 

un intar ruptad . Tha atrugglas of tha 1940a 

around tha lsaua of aquatting and tha ra fuaa l 

of c a p i t a l or tha a t a t a to aaauma a a i g n l f l e a n t 

port ion of tns coata of raproductlon of 

working claaa faml l iaa waa an important 

fac tor hara* 

I t l a i n th ia contaxt that ona can 

undaratand tha l a g i a l a t l o n of tha 1950a aa 

balng d i rac tad towards a raat ructur ing which 

would allow incraaaad control of tha working 

claaa and which would control t h a i r mobi l i ty 

- p a r t i c u l a r l y that of woman. Thus, ths 

axtanalon of paaaaa to woman f a c i l i t a t a d 

control ovar t h a i r mobi l i ty and tha a b i l i t y 

to a a l l t h a i r labour powar fraslyp tha Nativa 

Lawa. Amandmant Act dividad tha country in to 

urgan and r u r a l , prmacrlbsd and non-

praacrlbad araaa* f u l f i l l i n g tha aama r o l a . 

I n tha raaarva araaa Ssttarmsnt Schamms and 

tha Bantu Author i t laa Act mmsnt a naw 

a l l o c a t i o n of land, waalth and powsr which 

ramovad from soma (aspac la l ly woman) 

possaaaion ( i n tha sanaa of balng abla t o 

put i n t o oparat ion) of maana of production* 

•nd orsstad tha baala of a now ayatam of 

' social c o n t r o l . 

I t i a now that tha raaarvaa ara 

raconat l tutad aa South A f r i c a ' s dumping 

grounds • ss ths araaa in which tha agad* 

nick, unamployad, marglnallaad - s l l thosa 

rsdundant to cap i ta l *a naada ara kapt . Tha 

1950a alao saw tha baginninga of tha dramatic 

r l aa in tha organic composition of c a p i t a l . 

Tha procaaa or p r i m l t l v a accumulation and 

tha forma that i t can taka hava alraady baan 

dlacuaaad. In tha aaoond c a s a . ( i s whmra 

c a p i t s l i a t r a l a t i o n a of production ara not 

aatabl iahad i n tha l m u d i a t s procass of 

production) what happanad waa tha craat lon of 

a aurplua population* i n l a t s n t form, Thia 



ties been expleined i n the fol lowing way: 

thet i t was the penetret ion of a g r i c u l t u r a l 

and othar comnoditieei l a gooda produced 

under c a p i t a l i s m , competing wi th forme of 

donoatic production, which producad the major 

rapulaion of people from tha land ( i n abaoluta 

numbere). And that in South Af r ica th ia 

procaia waa atructurad by tha pol icy of 

aagragation which meant that two r a c i a l l y 

aaparatad seetore of agr icu l tu ra emerged. 

Tha ona c a p i t a l i s t i n tha white aoctor, 

and in tha reeervoe tha development of a 

procaaa which i n h l b i t a d tha development of 

c a p l t a l i a t rs la t iona in tha immediete 

procaaa of production. I t l a fu r tha r arguad 

that * * ( i ) n both aactoraf therefore (white 

and black) thara waa a tendency towarda 

an abaoluta rapulaion from tha land, but 

a tandancy f o r th la rapulaion to remein l a t a n t 

. . . tha extent to which tha a g r i c u l t u r a l 

populat ion actua l ly paaaad ovar i n t o an 

urban or manufeturing p r o l s t s r i a t wsa 

i n h l b i t a d by tha apac i f l c conditlona undar 

which i t waa formed." In c a p i t a l i a t a g r i c u l 

tura th l a waa bacauaa or tha dominance of 

labour tenancy* in tha raaarvaa baceuea of tha 

preoorvatlon of new r o n e of non-cep i ta l i s t 

r e l a t i o n e . 

The movement of women out of tha reeervoe 

in increasing numbers over the yeara l a en 

exproaelon of the transformation of th la 

l a t e n t surplus population i n t o a f l o a t i n g 

one - but a f l o a t i n g ona whoee hopea of 

incorporat ion in to tha economy except aa 

migrant domestic aervanta became increa i ing ly 

l im i ted over t ime. Thia procaaa waa compounded 

by the e f f e c t a of a r i aa in tha organic 

composition of c a p i t a l tending to tha 

creat ion of a r e l a t i v e aurplua populat ion. 

e proceaa which ttarx exolaine in the 

fo l lowing terma ( 3 ) t 

U i th tha growth of the t o t e l c a p i t a l , 
i t a var ieb le conat i tuent or the labour 
incorporeted in i t clao doee increeee, 
but in a conatently diminishing proportion 
•*« Thia accelerated r e l e t i v e diminution 
of the var iab le conotlt»jent that goaa 
along wi th the accelerated iner taaa of the 
t o t a l c a p i t a l , and moves more r. pidly 
than th ia incraeae, takes the i verse 
form at the other po le , of an apparently 
abaoluta incraeae of the labouring 
popula t ion , an incresee elweya moving 
more rap id ly than that of the var iab le 
c a p i t a l or maane of employment. But in 
f a c t , i t i a c a p l t a l i a t accumulation 
i t a a i f that conatently producea, and 
produeee in d i r e c t r a t i o of i t a own 
energy end ex ten t , e r e l a t i v e l y redundant 
populat ion of lebourere i e e populetion 
of greater extent than auf f icaa for tha 
average neada of tha self-expansion of 
c a p i t a l , snd therefore a surplus 
populat ion . 

Here c a p i t a l accumulation i t a a i f creataa 

i t a own reserve army of labour. The overlapping 

of thaaa two proceaaas has in ths csss of 

woman meant that t h i e r h l e t o r l c e l l y per lpherol 

involvemant in the c e p i t e l l a t economy hea not 

changed. Tha reeerve army of man l a in moat 

caeee e u f f l c i e n t f o r c e p l t e l ' e needa and i t is 

a t i l l t h e i r reproductive role and t h e i r 

poe i t lon in tha migrant labour ayatem that 

determinea the nature of female economic 

involvement. 

Tha vaet in f lowe of c a p i t a l in to the 

South Afr lcen eocia l formation from the 1960s 

correaponda to an i n d u a t r i a l boom throughout 

the per iphera l formatlona et t h l e t l m f . Thla 

haa bean explained in terme of the oat Ire by 

i m p e r l e l l e t c e p i t a l to exp lo i t the periphery 

on the beele of the ex t rac t ion of r e l a t i v e 

ra ther than abeolute eurplue value* Tha 

revolut ionia ing of the moons of production 

snd of the labour process thst th is invo lvee . 
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implies an increased organic composition of 

c a p i t a l , and hence of c e p i t e l i n t e n a i t y . Thia 

in turn ganeratea a need for a apec i f i c kind 

of labour force* one that incorporatee e e « l -

s i l l i e d and a k l l l e d black oparet ivee. 

I n tha case of South A f r i c a , ae elaewtiero, 

the abrupt inaar t ion of monopoly c e p i t e l aa an 

advenoed sector of production in to the eocia l 

formation dleplacee not only competit ive 

c a p i t a l which oxhibi to a tendency to be 

abaorbed by i t , but elao large sectors of the 

working populat ion. Thia i a baoauee of tha 

veet ly increeaad organic composition of 

c s p i t s l which chsrsctsrieea the monopoly 

sector and which l a also a reau l t of i t a 

technology and technological innovationa. 

Hera i t i a important to note thet en Increeaad 

organic composition of c a p i t a l naed not 

diaplaca lebour in abaoluta terma, but rather 

t h e t r e l e t i v e to the rata of c a p i t a l accumu

l a t i o n Imam labour i s needed. Thie process 

may manifset i t a a i f i n many forma, including 

a •low-down in the re te of ebaorption of 

labour. 

I t i e i n terma of theee typee of 

procaaeea thet the dremetlc r i e e in Afr lcen 

unemployment in South A f r i c a , from 1 236 000 

in 1960 to 1 756 000 in 1970 end 2 306 000 

i n 1977 ( 4 ) , becomea comprehsnalble - ee does 

i t a incraeeingly e t ruc ture l rather then 

c y c l i c a l nature . 

The concrete enalyaia of the poei t lon of 

Afr lcen woman in agr icu l tu re * domaetlc aervlce 

and induet ry , which conat i tutee the reat of 

th ia paper, i a e t i n terma of th ia enelya le , 

Aa a generel atetement I t i a aaaarted 

that for woman the e f f e c t a oh employmsnt of 

chsnging labour processss snd methods of 

production «ro worse thsn for men. Tor the 
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ideo logy of the family which s i t u a t e s w o a m ' t 

dominont concern ae the reproduct ive rather 

th in the product ive sphere, f u n c t i o n ! to 

conceal unemployment, underemployment end 

sheer boredom* The r l e e i n the organic 

compoeitlon of c a p i t a l tending to the c r e e t i o n 

of e r e l a t i v e surplus populet ion (end in South 

Africa u l t imate ly to the formation of a 

marginaliead labour f o r e s ) , doae not a f f e c t 

only nenufacturing end induetry , i t a l eo nee 

e i g n i f l c a n t e f f e o t e on both e g r i c u l t u r a and 

domeetic s e r v i c e * end thue on the women who 

are concentrated here . 

The prevalence of labour tenancy i n the 

c a p i t e l i e t a g r i c u l t u r a l eac tor hae been 

expla ined above in terms of the crea t ion of 

an a b s o l u t e eucplua populat ion i n l a t e n t 

form^ Following from thls_ i t^ can be argued 

that the r i a e i n organic compoeit lon in 

e g r i c u l t u r o from the 1960a had the e f f e c t of 

f r e e i n g t h i s l e t e n t eurplue popula t ion . 

Thue the e l i m i n a t i o n of labour tenenciea and 

squatt ing on white farms in the 1960s meent 

that vee t numbera of people ware puehed o f f 

the l e n d . Beldwin ( 5 ) aat imatsa that between 

1960 and 1970 340 000 people were moved 

through the e l iminat ion of labour tenanciee 

end 656 000 through the e v i c t i o n of s q u a t t e r s . 

Thia waa in order to f a c i l i t a t e the ' r a t i o n a l 

i s a t i o n * of the labour process in e g r i c u l t u r e . 

(Migrant workare are now the preferred aource 

of ferm labour) Aleo to make a v a i l a b l e 

increased areas of land for c u l t i v a t i o n using 

c a p i t a l in tena iva tschniquea. One element* 

of th ia p o l i c y of labour r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n waa 

the refuaal to continue supporting the 

f a m i l i e s of the ir farm labourers . 

Information that o l m r i f i s a t h i a t o r i c a l l y 

the p o s i t i o n and a c t i v i t i e s of black women on 

white farmlands i a almoat n o n - e x i s t e n t . Yet, 

from oral evidence ( 6 } i t i e p o s s i b l e to 

e tabe that women were invo lved in normal 

reproduct ive labour, e e e e o n e l labour on the 

farms themeelvee, c u l t i v a t i o n of the ir own 

p l o t s i f they were aquattare and labour 

tenants , end f i n a l l y domestic s e r v i c e , o f t e n 

unpaid, in farmhouse k l t c h e n e . Ulves af 

sque t t era and labour tenante would a l so of ten 

work se domeetic eervanta or do laundry i n 

neerby towne. Thue i t wee l i k e l y that women 

l i v i n g on white-owned ferme were economical ly 

a c t i v e in eome way. The demand for ' s i n g l e * 

migrants ae farm labourers , the unwi l l ingnes s 

of farmers to continue to have the fami l iea of 

t h e i r labourers l i v i n g on t h e i r lende« and the 

chenge i n the neture o f domestic a e r v l c e on 

white ferme - from a r o t a t i o n system where 

work wee .ohered over the period of e year 

between many women, to t h e t of employing e 

emell number of f u l l - t i m e eervente - e l l h i t 

women e e p e c i a l l y hard. 

The move from farme - whether ae v ic t ims 

of *CC* ( 7 ) r e e t t l s m e n t , or o f t e r having been 

given e "trek pass1 by fsrtnere meent thet 

women were p ieced in sn oxteremly vulnereble 

p o s i t i o n . Tor, i n moet ceeee the only areee 

to which they could l e g e l l y go were 'homelands 

m araee where, ea has been aeon, even minimal 

subs i s t ence i e d i f f i c u l t to o b t e l n . The only 

e k l l l e theae women poeeees ere thoee re la ted 

to a g r i c u l t u r e - which i a not v iab le g iven the 

e t e t e of homelend a g r i c u l t u r e ! o;" domestic 

s e r v i c e , o f t e n not a v a i l a b l e to them ee a 

' l e g a l 1 option* baceuee i t i s increaalngly 

d i f f i c u l t to r e g l e t e r themselvee* 

What I would now l i k e to diecuse i e a 

f a i r l y recent development i n a g r i c u l t u r e , 

e development re la ted e e p e c i e l l y to unemploy

ment amongst women. Thle i s the increee ing 

uee by formers of women ae casual and seesonal 

labourers . Thie i e for a number of reeeonet 

The low wages paid for a g r i c u l t u r a l and 

e e p e c i a l l y for caeual labour o f t e n meane thet 

menp rlthougn unemployed, prefer to welt e t 

the labour bureeu to be recru i t ed . In 

Pongole , for l n e t a n c o , a Natel erea , wegee 

for casual lebour averege R1S,00 ceeh , or 

R0v00 in ceeh and the r e e t In kind ( B ) . 

Another reeeon given for the preference for 

femele lebour l e thet women o f t e n br in^ t h e i r 

ch i ldren with them beceuae they have no—one 

with whom to l eave them, thue meening extre 

unpaid labour. Women, baceuee of the ir 

i n e b i l l t y to g e t l e g a l work are moat 

e u s c e p t i b l e t o i l l e g e l end low pa id employment. 

In t h i s senee they f u l f i l the c i e e e i c a l 

reserve ermy funct ion of depreeelng the waces 

of the working c l a e e . 

It i s in t h i e mjneo too that one can 

underetend the employment of women on 

vegetable ferme (extremely bedly p a i d ) , a leo 

the uee of women to c l e a r and scrape timber 
1 in p e p o r - m l l l e . Another reeeon g iven by 

farmere for ueing women lnatead of men i e 

thet "men don ' t do the work*, and e l e b that 

baceuee women w i l l work ' l l l e g e l l y ' the R1VQ0 

r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e dooe not neve to be a e l d . 

The ebove examplee, elthough fragmented end 

incomplete , do provide some usefu l ind ica t iona 

ae to the neture of the proceeees that are 

e f f e c t i n g women* When seen i n conjunct ion 

with the f a c t t h e t i n the reeervee women era 

performing heavy manual lebour — digging 

roods* bui ld ing dams} that in areee of the 

country woman drewn from reeet t lement camps 

and c l o s e r s e t t l ements ere being ueed to 

dig i r r i g e t i o n trenchee , bui ld f encee , end in 
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the Eaetern Transvaal to work in tha quar r ies . 

i t becomes cloor that woman's axcluslon from 

i n d u s t r i a l employment and tha ettempte to 

kaap than out of urban araaa rtndere t h a i r 

pos i t ion vary d i f f e r e n t to that experienced 

under advancad cep i te l i em. 

Before tha axact nature of tha di f farancaa 

hara ara analysed, tha natura or tha e i t u e t i o n 

of women i n domeetlc aarvica and induatry 

naada to ba out l ined . Domaatlc aarvica in 

South Af r ica can on ona l a v a l ba undaratood 

aa tha commercial ization of reproductive 

labour* I n terms of tha 'wh i te ' women, i t a 

fundamental economic funct ion l a to f raa har 

for involvement in tha aarvica sector , but on 

nigher levels than black women, aa o i l o e -

• j ' T ^ r r . , t yp is ts * o f f i ce -workere , a t e . I t 

alao fraaa bar from har 'domeetie dut laa 1 and 

ollowo har to f u l f i l a 'consumer' funct ion 

(shopping* entertainment, a t e ) . Black woman 

than , perform domaatlc labour on a dual l a v a l 

and i n a doubla aanaa. For not only ara thay 

reeponeible for tha reproduction of t h a i r own 

f a m i l l e e , but alao for tha fami l ies of the 

dominant cleoeoo* Again, I n ao doing, not 

only ara thay reproducing labour power in a 

mater ia l aanaa, but thay ara alao reproducing 

the ex ie t lng re la t ionships of domination and 

aubordlnat lon, e x p l o l t e t l o n and oppraaalon. 

Nowhere a lee I n the South African aociol 

format ion , can one aaa so c lea r ly how 

e x p l o i t a t i o n Is f a c i l i t a t e d and i n t e n a i f i a d by 

the fac tors of race and sex* 

V e t , domeetlc eervice l a no longer an 

expanding aactor of employments Although there 

ere no f igurea ava i lab le for the 1960s, tha 

f igueea froa 1970 ( 9 ) show a conatsnt drop in 

employment in domeatic eervice* Although i t 

i a possible thet th la drop in employment may 

ba due to c y c l i c a l rectselon and to tha fac t 

that i n parioda of cutback white woman ara 

being puahad out of employment and I n t o ' the 

home1 - thua ranadring domeatic earvanta a 

' l u x u r y ' , i t alao hoe important long-term 

imp l i ca t iona . Katiman ( 1 0 ) i n an analyala 

of domestic service in the USA between 1870 

and 1920 charsctar laae i t aa a noiv-ii d u a t r i a l 

rather then p r e - i n d u e t r i a i occupation, and aa 

auch, one that i a able to co-ex lot wi th the 

development of cepi te l iem and of e consumer 

soc ls ty , Ketzmen alao shows that with 

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n and u i th the consequent 

lncreeae i n the product iv i ty of labour in 

induat ry , ' labour-saving* mschinary became 

cheaper then human labour. I n the domestic 

eervice aactor in Amarice there waa thua a 

constant decraaaa i n the numbers of thoaa 

employed, a a h i f t to the employment of black 

rather then white women, becauee of tha 

cheapneaa of t h e i r labour , end a a h i f t to 

l ive-out -work end charr ing* 

In South A f r i c a , p rec ies ly beceuet of the 

extreme cheapneaa of human labour, t i t le doaa 

not occur end domestic eervice rmmeine a 

eubetant ia l aactor of employment u n t i l et 

leeet the penetrat ion of monopoly cep i te l i am. 

Aa I seid e a r l i e r . I t i e a t i l l too aoon to 

t a l l whether the decline i n the numbera of 

domeetlc earvanta i a s t r u c t u r a l rather than 

c y c l i c a l . Yet what l a poaeible i a that tha 

ehort—term dec is ion , i n a period of recession, 

to reduce tha numbers of servants that one 

employe, may become permanent as ovet time 

the white housewife r e l i e s more end mors on 

labour—saving devlcea* (Here i t would be 

i n t e r e e t i n g to be able to aee f igurea re la t ing 

to e i t h e r lncreaata or decreeees in the 

ourchsse of such consumer goods ss ussMng 

mschinss* vacuum cleaners* e t c ) For whi le » 

human labour in South A f r i c e , especia l ly 

female lebour , i a a t i l l cheap, lncreaeee i n 

product iv i ty in manufacturing on an i n t e r n a t i o n 

a l acale mey have in fact outstr ipped thet 

cheepneee* 

I should l i k e to diecuee b r i e f l y the 

a f f e c t a of tha decreeae in the numbera of 

domeetice employed on these womsn thomoelveo* 

end slso to look st the forme that t h i e 

proceaa eeaumea* (The concrete evidence 

thet I preaant harm is drewn from fieldwork in 

sf interveld) 

L ive - in domestic work i e moot pre fer red . 

Beceuaa subsistence i e provided for at tha 

place of work, women cen save aa much of t h e i r 

ceeh-wagea aa poaeible* Yet , i n a a i t u e t i o n 

where the extended family hae broken down, 

and where no etrong community e x i s t s , women 

with chi ldren ere forced to stay in the home 

to cere for them. I t hee been ehown with 

reference to B r i t a i n that tha pressnee or 

abaence of day-care centree , crechme, e t c , 

can ba l inked d i r e c t l y to the pece of c a p l t e l 

eccumuletiona The abaence or inadequacy of 

theaa f a c i l i t i e e i a ra le ted to the need to 

keep women in the home, but ee an i n d u a t r i a l 

raeerve ermy with the p o t e n t i a l for r e -

incorporet lon in to production. In South 

Af r ica a vary d i f f e r e n t a i tua t ion obtalnai 

un l ike odvanced c a p i t a l i s t natlona the atate 

takee minimal raepone ib l l l ty for reproduction* 

The provieion of f ree compulaory publ ic 

schooling, penelone, net ionel h e e l t h , e t c * * * 

i a la rge ly absent* The need to melntain the 

cheapnees of the labour which i s the eource 

of the t)igh re te of p r o f i t that characteriees 

South Afr ican c a p i t a l i a a maena thet the working 

claaa is responeible for most aapacta of i t a 
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reproduction (although t h i s i t m n to be 

changing y l t h tha parcaptlon or tha naad to 

incorporate and buy-off aactiona of tha 

working claaa and pat ty bourgeoieia with a k i l l a 

relevant to c a p l t a l ' a neede). 

Voaen thue take on day-work - extreeely 

low-paid becauee of tha high transport coats 

Involved — or else place-Joba (laundry and 

charr ing) * These ere aaid to ba be t te r pa id , 

but t h e i r temporary nature aeane thot they 

era charactarlaed by extreme Job i n s e c u r i t y * 

Las t ly , before concluding* I ehe l l 

de l ineate b r i e f l y the poai t ion of woaen in 

indust ry . 

As en int roduct ion soma f i g u r e e ight be 

useful* I n 1946 Afr ican woaen ware \% of tha 

t o t a l labour force in manufacturing. By 19S1 

t h i e had not changed* Oy 1960 i t had doubled 

to 2% end by 1970 they conet l tu ted 7% of the 

t o t e l t ianufacturlng labour force ( 1 1 ) . 

noreover. where woaen are employed in 

menufecture i t l a of ten in sactora that are 

in eosie way thought to ba r e l e t e d to the 

production by woaen in the noma (eg* garaent 

workers* t e x t l l o e * conning, proceeolng, a to ) 

I n many caeaa tha above forae of 

production are labour in tensive end in South 

A f r i c e I t is theee lnduatr lee which are tha 

focua of tha government's decent re l iee t ion 

pol icy* This e t teapte to remove indue t r i ee 

which are highly labour in tensive to ereeo 

Just outside •hoaejende1 (border l n d u a t r l e e ) 

or to atees Juat inside the* ( 'growth p o i n t s ' ) 

where the labour oupftly l e ooid to ba 

abundent and l a of ten female. 

A l l aorta of lncent lvee * tax ooncaaelonsi 

loena* government e ld* are grented to 

i n d u s t r i a l i s t s w i l l i n g to move to theee erase. 

the pol icy i e widely held to ba e f a i l u r e . 

Yet* t h i e i e not our ae jo r concerns The 

absence of wsge boerd Determinations in aeny 

of these induetr iee rendere thsm highly 

e x p l o i t a t i v e * A recent expos' by Post 

revealed that i n tha Bebelegi i n d u a t r l e l f r e e 

neer Haaaanekraai, characterised by labour 

lnteneive indue t r i ee end e high percentegs 

of feaele workere. wegoe ere on aversgs 

A5*00 to R7V00 per week. The huge reeerve 

eraiee 'ava i lab le to theee onterprlees aeans 

that the wey la open to the* to t r e e t t h e i r 

workere in whatever vey they wlah* In 

Durban* the e n t i r e area in which the t e x t i l e 

industry i s s i tue ted hee bean procle iaed a 

border eree. 5oeothing which coincided wi th 

the in t roduct ion of large nuabere of feae le 

workere In the e a r l y 60e* l e r g e l y through a 

proceee of d e s k l l l l n g . Hare female workere 

art e lao paid a t a lower wags ra ta than men. 

In the ceee of the Tranekel Innee and O'fleoro 

have shown t h a t manufacturing wi th in th la 

reeerve region eaployed only 4 050 workere 

(end of 1974)* aost ly woaen* Hoot of theee 

labour ln teneive induetr iee (euch as the 

production of astchoe* f u r n i t u r e * t e x t i l e e ) 

ere concentreted in Uateta and but te rvor th 

( 1 2 ) . 

f i n a l l y , aa a conclueion. I want to look 

at tha nature of feaa la unaaployaant i n South 

A f r i ca * Hare I do not intend to dlacuae the 

theore t l ce l Issues In d e t e l l * but rather to 

praaent what I perceive to be the doainant 

trende end tendenciee. 

Ae tha dlacuealon above hee ahown tha 

r i aa of the organic coapoaltlon of c a p i t a l 

and tha creat ion of a r e l a t i v e surplus 

popula t ion , both of which ere feeturea .of 

the inner log ic of c e p i t o l i e o . have tended to 

chenge ths posi t ion of woaen in both the 

a g r l c u l t u r e l sector and in doaestic serv ice . 

H i s t o r i c a l l y * voaen in c a p l t e l i a t aociety 

and p a r t i c u l a r l y Afr ican woaen I n South 

A f r i ca * ere eubject to e eexual d iv la ion of 

labour which eeelgne them predoalnently to 

reproductive re ther then productive lebour and 

which a l tuetee thea f i rmly in the context of 

the fami ly . I t l e t h i e eoek-p i t which has 

both made poaalble end j u s t i f i e d tha nature 

of t h e i r employment, i t a l n t o r a i t t o n t and 

insecure character* l t e low «agee, end which 

haa a i tua ted the* predoalnently ae an alaaant 

of the reeerve army* S a f f i o t i { 1 3 ) . aeongat 

othoroi hee cherecteriaed t h i e I n terae of 

e concept of the econoaic aerQlne l iee t lon of 

woman under cap i ta l ism. In the oaee of South 

Afr loe I would uee merglnel leet lon ee e broader 

concept to make underetandeble the ftffeeto 

on the working olaee of changoe in the 

accumulation proceee due to the penetrat ion 
e 

of eonopoly cap i ta l ism. This then provides 

openings for an analyaie not only of the 

s i tua t ion of tjoeen, but aleo of such featurea 

aa youth unaaployaant* ' l n f o r a e l ' aactor 

i a c t i v i t i e s , e t c . * * 

In theee terae . the elwaye tenuoue 

posi t ion of Africans wi th in the South Afr loan 

economy le under the condltione out l ined ebove 

made f a r woree. The bvroeucrotlc and legal 

l i m i t a t i o n s on t h e i r a o b l l l t y aeena that 

having loot t h e i r Jobs end unable to eafbelet 

o f f the land they are of ten not in e poel t ion 
to get another Job. except i l l e g a l l y and i n 

the condltione of v u l n e r e b i l i t y to exp lo i te t lon 

and low wagaa aantionfld above. Should they 

not be able to da even t h i e they e r a forced te 

teke refuge in the lnformel aactor . I n the 

ceee of women en a c t i v i t y that often aeena 

l i t t l e aore then basic aurv lve l ee the 



following axampla of the Ulntarvald s i t u a t i o n 

s h o u i i 

Tha high cost of t ransport - p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i f ons doss not hsus a wsskly bus ur t r a i n 
t i c k s t - sissns that most psopls cannot 
maka tha Journay to town to buy food 
chaaply* Ths only a l t a r n a t l v a l a to buy 
at goadaida s t a l l s . Hara, pricss srs low, 
but q u a l i t y i s poor. Tha s ts l lho ldsrs 
srs aimoat without axcaption woman, and 
of tsn woaan whs srs ths sols supportsrs 
Of t h s i r f s m l l l s s . Ths povsrty thst 
charactsr lasa an occupation such sa t h i s 
i s dsscribsd by ons s a l l a r . Shs is s 
widow, ths sols supportsr of hsr »othar-> 
ih - l aw , hsr own thrss chl ldrsn snd thra« 
orphans* Bacauao shs has no ptaa» ths 
only mssns of staking sonsy ava l l ab ls to 
hsr . l a to aa 11 f r u i t , "sis buy thsas 
piachat f r o « ths asrkst snd s a i l thsa to 
asks s l i v i n g . VJs srs s a i l i n g tha* at 
2c sach snd st a p r o f i t of ft2t00, s f t s r 
hsving bought ths s tu f f for ft1,00. This 
p r o f i t i s ssrnsd s f t s r two dsys. (This 
g lvss hsr sn incoaa of R30.00 par month) 
At t i M S ws hava nothing to s a t . At t l aaa 
thsnf whsn 1 hsvs old porrldgs 1 mix i t 
with watsr snd giva t h i s to ths chl ldrsn 
so that thsy hsvs somstfcing In t h s i r 

, atomschs". 

Oftsn in both rura l snd urban arasa tha 

*oa t daaparata and povsr ty -a t r ickan fami l iaa 

ara thoss that hsvs no mala providsrs at s l l . 

Ths structurs of socisty and ths family which 

aaaigna woman s aubordinata p l a ^ a , f l i n j ttml_ . 

thsrs i s always a nan somswhsrs to provids 

support. A msn thus bacomaa mors thsn snythlng 

.alas sn sconomic nscsssity - s fsc tor which 

rsndsrs woman's s t t l tudss towsrds than* of tsn 

sxtrsmaly raaantfui snd anblvolant . In 

Uintsrvald and othsr squsttsr and raaatt lamant 

araas i t l a woman without man who ara tha 

road-aidm s a i l o r s * ths wstsr c s r r i a r s and ths 

p ros t i tu tss* In ths r u r s l arsss i t i s thsy 

who amaar dung, c o l l a c t f i rswood, ars shars 

croppsrst » t c . 

I n conclusion, t h i s papsr doss not 

provida a coharant analysis of African woman. 

What i t doss howsvsr do i s to ind lcs ta eoms 

oT tha d i ract ions that fur thar rssssrch snd 

snslysis ahould taka , aa wal l ss maka c laar 

that woman hava to ba analyssd in tarma of 

ths a p a o i f i c i t y of t h a l r h i s t o r i c a l s i t u s t i o n , 

rsndsring comparisons and sxtrspolst lona 

from ths posi t ion of woman in sdvancsd 

c s p i t a l i a t countrlaa to thoss undsr par iphara l 

capi ta l ism lud ic roua . 

Joanna Yawltch 

fiafarsncaai 

1 * Riakart Commission. Sss Tabla 1 . 

2* Clarke, L i t and Dana Ngobsss - Woman 
without nan ( I n a t i t u t a f o r Black 
ftsssarcn, Ourban. 1972) 

3 . ftarx, K - C a p i t a l . I (paga 594) 

4 . Siafclns, C - *naaauring and Pradict lng 
Unampioymant in South Afr ica 1960-1977* 
I n Sl*Jclna« C and Duncan Clarka -
S t a t u r a l Unsmployasnt In Souths^n 
Afr ica (Un lvsra l ty of Natal Proas, 
P i a t s r » s r l t x b u r g t 1978. psgs 34) 

5. Baldwin, Alan — "flass Rsaovsls snd 
Sspsrsts Davalopmant" in Journal of 
Southsrn Afr ican Studlaa. 1,2 psgs 5. 

6 . This o r s l avldsnca l a drawn from ay own 
work in Ulntmrvald and alao from that of 
varloua othar psopls doing f i s l d work* 

7 . Hsrs i s sn axampla of how th ia procoaa 
l a psrcsivsd by ths psopls lnvolvad* 
"Ua l e f t Oalmat bscauss ws wsrs rs luctant 
to work on ths whitaman*a f o r * . Row ths 
CC svlctsd us . Mow why i s ths CC 
l n t s r f s r l n g I n ths whitaman'a farm? uhsn 
ws f a i l s d to mows sway Immediately ths 
whita*an sssksd hslp froai tha govarnmant*. 
Again, " i t i s slrsody 16 yssra thst I 
hava basn in U i n t s r v s l d . I came fram 
U i t b a n k - t u l l i n a n . ua l a f t aa wa wars to ld 
to nova whara othsr Afr ican» wars r a a l d i n g . 
Us wars working st s whitaman'a farm, wa 
wsra avictad by tha governmant and wa 
came to U l n t e r v a l d . When wa wara avlctod 
wa wars to ld to come to Bantoa plak at 
Hakanyaneng"m 

8. Personal intarv iaw with A Claaasana 
( 7 9 . 0 7 . 0 9 ) nuch of tha Information on 
f a n labour i s f r o * th ia sourcs. 

9 . See Tabla i n sppand lx . 

10 . Katzn*nt 0 - Seven Oaye a Ueoki woman and 
domaatlc asrvics in i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g 
America 10UPV Nsw York, 1978. Sss chapter 
3 ) 

1 1 . Walker, C - "Uomen, Paaasa and In f lux 
Control" (unpublished omminar p*p«rv 
UCT, 1977, paga 26) 

12 . Innee, 0 and 0 O'fleere - "Cleae formation 
and Idaologyt tha Tranakal region* i n 
RAPE, 7 

13* S a f f i o t i , M - Woman In Claas Soclatv (HRPt 
London, 1978. Saa e i p e c l a l l y Eleanor 
Leacock'e in t roduct ion) 

f o r fur thar b ib l iograph ica l reforencee ass 
ths othsr s r t l c l s on womsn i n t h i s ia tus* 
Also Afrlc< Perspect ive. July 1979 - apacial 
lasua on woman, snd ths bibliogrsphy containad 
t h a r a l n . 
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labour action 
Stuttpforde Van U n t i l (Wynbsrg, Johannaeburg) 

The ent i te a t a f f want on o t r l k a for a fan 

houra ( 7 9 , 0 5 . 0 9 ) i n p totaat at tha f i r i n g of 

aix fa l low workara, " for a l lagadly toaing 

a g i t a t o r s " . Tha f i r a d workara wart not msmbare 

of tha workara1 committee "but employees who 

atood firm f o r tha r ights of everybody*. 

according to fa l low workara* 

Tha n p l o y a e s want back to work in 

rseponaa to a c a l l r rem tha workara1 commlttas. 

Tha pol lca wara ca l i ad in to tha s t r i k a . 

(Post* 79 .05 .10 ) 

ninaworksrai (Caoka 2 Shaf t , Randfontain) 

Afr ican wlnaworkara droppad mater ia l hoppara 

down a ahaf t on tha waakand of tha 2—3 3una. 

Tha mina's publ ic ra la t iona o f f i c a r , HO Rowa, 

aa ld i 

W thought production night hava baan 
aar ioualy d ieruptad, but at th la ataga 
i t looka aa though tha month'a t o t a l 
output w i l l not ba a f fac tad . 

Tha workara* act ion waa I n raaponaa to 

bolng brought to tha aurfaca l a t a r than ueual . 

[TOW, 79 .06 ,04 ) Alao aaa raport on tha TOA 

go-alow in th la aact ion. 

ninaworkers Union (fiWU)i A c o n c i l i a t i o n 

board could raach no agreement ovar tha 

f o r f a i t i n g of benef i ts by ffUU members who had 

p a r t i c i p a t e d in tha e t r l k a in March. The 

white minar* turned down a r b i t r a t i o n or 

madlation at tha M a t i n g l a t a in nay, 

laaving a a t r l k a b a l l o t aa tha only opt ion . 

3n tha 25th July tha axacutive counci l 

of tha flUU decided on whathar to hold tha 

a t r l k a u a l l o t , but hava kapt tha daciaion 

a a c r f t u n t i l l a t a r . A commentator aaid that 

"a a t r l k a b a l l o t w i l l ba a c r i t i c a l taat of 

support f o r tha union's m i l i t a n t leaderahip 

fol lowing tha dramatic collapse of i t s 

i l l e g a l a t r l k a whan noat rcambars raturnad to 

work" I ROW. 79 .07 .26 ) 

flotor Industry,! (aaetarn Caps) Workara 

belonging to tha National Union of Rotor 

Aaesmbly and Rubbar workara ( tha NuTlARW, tha 

union that haa baan lnvolvad i n tha Ctfaraady 

a t r l k a - aaa tfIP,7 and 6, and South Afr ican 

Labout B u l l e t i n . 5 , 1 ) demanded bat tar wagaa 

and Job aacur i ty {ag , improved ovar-t ima psyf 

shor t - t ine b a n a f i t a i termination of contract 

b e n e f i t s ) * Tha union mambare raactad to 

lncraassa o f fa rad wi th ahouto of "Let 's down 

t o o l s . Lot's show wa'ra no waakar than tha 

woman of Everaady", at a meeting on 7 9 . 0 7 . 1 1 , 

Tha workara ara aatployad by Ganaral rtotore, 

Ford and Volkawagan. Kundrade of workara hava 

recently baan l a i d of f by tha motor induatry 

in tha aaatarn Capa. 

frametax n i l i i (Now German,) Naarly a 

thousand wokara wara raportod to hava walkad 

out in aupport of waga dananda on 7 9 . 0 6 . 2 9 . 

Thay raturnad to work on tha 2nd X l y a f t a r 

being thraatanad with diamiaeal - workara 

aaid thay could not af ford to loaa t h a i r Joba. 

Thraa workara wara aaid to hava baan diamisaad 

" for balng tha r inglaadara of tha a t r l k a " . 

SH Goldetein j Coi (Wynbsrgt Johannaeburg) 

131 workara amployad by th is company, and 

racru i tad f r o * auch placaa as Durban and tha 

•homaiand' of QwaQwa, wara a l l f i r a d a f t a r 

aaking for highar wagas. Thay had baan 

angagad in bu i ld ing hoatala at tha Amendal-

b u l t aaction of Ruatsnourg Platinum fflnee 

naar Thabazimbi (Stcr> 7 9 . 0 7 . 0 3 ) . As migrants 

thay had to lmwadiataiy loeva tha araa onca 

t h a i r paaaaa had baan algnad o f f . 19 workara 

psga « 

wars aaid to hasa baan lmmadistaly rasmploysd. 

25 m*n atrandad at tha Johannaeburg 

a t a t l o n without t r a i n fares wara raamployad 

a f t a r nagot iat lona on t h a i r bahalf by tha 

Bu i ld ing , Conetrutt ion and A l l i e d Workers' 

Union. 

Sa_t__of f i lm. *Botaotao' (producsr Ronnie Iaaaca)t 

Tour axtrae wara raportad to hava wslksd o f f 

tha aat i n protest at tha R5,00 par day thay 

wara p a i d . (RQn. 7 9 . 0 6 . i s ) 

Coroorlki (Edanvale) Workers want on a t r l k a 

a f t a r t thay aa id* thay had w r i t t a n four l a t t a r a 

to management and gat t lng no rap ly . Thay 

raturnad to work on tha same day a f t a r 

managamant had promiaad to "look in to tha 

nat ter and do eowothing about t h a i r pay". 

Pollca had baan ca l i ad i n . ( P p t t , 79 .06 ,20) 

Technical O f f i c i a l s Aeaoclatlon (T0A)i Some 

2 150 msmbsra of tha TOA at gold minae 

covSrad by tha Chambar of fllnma waga agrsamsnt 

dacldad to ambark on a go-alow in protaet at 

a "•:.'.• lncraaaa ( t h l a occurrad at tha and of 

n a y ) , Tha ganaral amcratary of tha aaaociat lon 

aaid that thay would 'withdraw cooparation* 

u n t i l grsotad a 16JC lncraaaa, Tha mambera 

involved ware mainly ho ia t dr ivers and reduction 

workara. 

On tha 20th Ouna Randfontain Estates 

Cold ninlng Company (Uitwatararand) and Vaal 

Rasfa Explorat ion and ninlng Company wara 

giantad Bn in ts r im ordsr in tha Pra tor la 

Suprama Court pravantlng tha TOA from 

continuing with tha go-alow* 

In tha haaring i t waa clalmad that tha 

go-alow had ",,»cauead loasaa of naarly 

R I - n i H l o n at one mina and lad to incidants 

Involv ing black m i n o r a . . , Thara waa alao a 

p o a e l b i l i t y that i f black a inara wars kapt 

undarground axcmaelvaly thara could ba r i o t a 
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or daaaga cautad. Tnia had alraady happanad" 

(RQrt, 79 .06*20) (Saa raport altawhara I n 

th ia aactlon on Afr ican alnaworkara* a c t i o n ) 

Hal* a Da i ry i (V ic tory Park, 3ohannaaburg) 

Thia a t r i k a waa raportad on in tha l a a t iaaua 

of VIP* In flay 13 workara who had baan aackad 

by tha dairy l i n a dlaputa ovar tha prauioua 

d laa laaa l of four of t h a i r col laaguaa) clalmad 

that i t nad baan p a r t l y bacauaa thay had 

rafuaad to accapt a l i a i a o n coaai t taa lapoaad 

by aanagaaant. Tha 13 .ara a l l aaabara 

of tha 5waat* Food and A l l l a d Workara Union* 

Danagaaiant rap l iad that I t had baan 

bacauaa thay had i n c i t a d othar workara to 

a t r i k a , and that thay had rafuaad to ta lk to 

aanagaaant avan whan aakad to do ao. (Poat . 

79 .OS.06) . 

24 da i ry workara brought an urgant a p p l i 

cat ion in tha Rand Supraaa Court againat t h a i r 

amployar for f aa r of d laa laaa l "a f ta r thay 

aupportad tha aatabliahmant of a worka 

coaa i t taa" (ROW, 7 9 . 0 5 . 1 1 ) . Tha workara won 

tha caaai 
nr Acting Juatlaa Coldatona rulad that 
tha da i ry aaployaaa wart a n t l t l a d to 
apply for an i n t a r d i c t againat wrongful 
d iaa iaaa l for forc ing a worka c o a a i t t a a . 

* * * 

" I n f u t u r a workara who ara balng t h r a a t a n -
ad with d iaa iaaa l for angaging in t rada 
union* worka ooaal t taa or l i a i a o n 
a c t i v i t l a a w i l l ba abla to pravant t h a i r 
unlawful dlaalaaal*1* coaaantad a 
Johannaaburg labour lawyar* ( S t a r . 
79 .06 .18 ) 

Prscialcn Toolai \ Johannaaburg) tin tha 19th 

Juna 26 Afr ican workara wara givan a f i n a l 

ordar by tha H*r\a Supraaa Court raa t ra ln ing 

tha coapany "from u l c t i a l a l n g tha workara by 

f i r i n g tha* or changing t h a i r condit lona of 

aaploynant bacauaa of trada union or worka 

coaait taa ac t iv i t laa 1 * (ROn.?y.06.20) 

Tony Hahaa ( P t y ) t t d i *oma tt5 woaan amployad 

by th ia packaging f i t * at tha City Oaap 

aarkat wara diaaiaaad by managanant a f t a r 

oaaanding 0 pay i n c r a i a a . "float of thaa 

had baan paid batwaan ftn anu A12 par waak. 

and thay had daaandad tha pay r iaa ( to R17) 

to o f f a a t Incraaaad t t i n a p o r t coata* (ROW. 

7 9 * 0 6 . 1 4 ) . 

On tha 14th about 50 of tha woaan got 

t h a i r joba backi 

Thay avantual ly docidad to raturn a f t a r 
f r u i t l a a a nagot lat iona batwaan tha f i r a * 
tha uaoart-ant of LiDour and o f f i c i a l * Of 
tha I n d u a t r l a l Aid Sociaty ( I A S ) f 
who haua baan raoraaanting tha workara* 
(ROfl, 7 9 . 0 6 . 1 5 ) . 

H u r i l i at Coronation hoap i ta ) i (Johannaaburg) 

Tha nuraaa rafuaad to aat aaala at tha hoap l ta l 

bacauaa of tha q u a l i t y of tha food o f fa rad . 

Tha food aarvad I n t h * dining rooa uaad 

aainly by whlta a t a f f waa aald to ba auch 

b a t t a r . Tha Tranavaal Hadical Sociaty 

axpraaaad a o l l d a r l t y wi th tha action by tha 

nuraaa. (flfifl, " * 0 7 . Q 5 and 06) 

Pu P » l i Trnnaoort Cofrpanyi (Veraaniging) 

39 t ranaport workara taployad by th ia f i r a 

wara found g u i l t y in tha aag la t ra ta *a court 

i n Varaaniging on JXily t 7 . Thay had gona on 

a t r i k a f o r highar waQia. Tha workara had 

baan aarnlng R20.0Q par waak and daaandad 

R10,00 par waak a x t r a , Flanagaant rafuaad 

and of farad R4*00. H» Ka l t aanagar of tha 

coapany, "ada i t tad t h * t aoaa of t h i workara 

(had) not baan r a g i a t i r a d by h la coapany* 

bacauaa of aoaa paaabook d i f r i c u l t l a a " 

(Poat* 79 ,07 .16 ) 

Tha workara wara aach f inad R60 or 60 

daya. 

Jlo Band l u g * ! " t H 1 (Swaziland) 4 000 

a t r i k i n g augar workar* otonad pol lco eara* 

burnad down augar can* f l a l d a and ahoutad down 

cnbinat a l n i a t a r Bhakimpi Olaain i a f t a r a pay 

d laputa . tjorkara wara ada l t tad to hoapl ta l 

and aavaral pollccaan wara aaid to hava baan 

ln jurad* About 90 workara wara arraatad 

( f i t t l l l " . 0 7 . 2 9 ; Star* 79*07*26) 

A faw daya l a t a r a aacond ' r i o t ' broka 

out at tha a l i i and alao at a c l t rua aata ta 

at Thaabut i , Pol lca wara aont to tha acana* 

Thia action a l i o r a l a t a d to a waga dlaputa 

(S ta r . 79*07.31) # 

f a t t i t and Honlf i (Capa Town) ( t o ara 

raproducing a a t a r l a l f roa a paaphlat laauad 

by tha Projacta Coaa at tflta Unlwarai ty) 

Oaaplta tha fact that a union axlatad 
which rapraaantad t h a i r workara* tha aanaga
aant of f a t t l o and ftonia ( r * « ) at B a U v i l l a 
South dacldad to iapoaa a l i a i a o n ooaal t taa 
i n t h a i r a l l l . tforfcara wara t o l d to cfcooaa 
batwaan tha l i a i a o n ooaalttaa and t h a i r union. 

Uhl la aanagaaant wara i n tha procaaa of 
ln fora ing t h a i r workara of th ia 'choica** 
union aaabara wara buay organizing a p a t l t i o n 
c a l l i n g f o r a a ln laua waga of RIO par waak 
( a t praaant aoaa workari racaiva only R23 
a waak)* Ona waak p r i o r to tha a t r i k a aan
agaaant warnad tha workara that thay would 
hava to chooaa batwaan t h a i r Joba or* 
t h a i r union. 

Than* on tha 23rd A p r i l * 5 workara wara f i r a d * 
A l l vara union aaabara and thua ac t iva in 
organizing tha p a t l t i o n . Whan f i v a of t h a i r 
collaaguaa raquaatad raaaona aa to why t h a i r 
fo l low worxara had baan f l r a d t thay too wara 
d iaa iaaad. flanagatiant aubaaquantly c la laad 
that tha d iaa laaa la wara dua to ratranchaant 
fo l lowing aachanizatlon and reorganizat ion. 

Savanty t i g h t othar workara in th ia O a l l v l l l a 
South a l l l , howavar. bal iavad that tha tan 
had baan diaaiaaad bacauaa of t h a i r union 
a c t i v i t l a a . 

On 25th A p r i l a l l 76 jo inad t h a i r tan fa l low 
workara o u t i l d a tha factory gataa i n protaat 
againat tha a e t i o n a o f r\n aanagaaant. 

Soon tha Oapartaant of Labour waa on tha 
scan* and warnad tha a t r l k a r a to ratu'ro to 
work or faoa f i n a l and lapt iaonaant . Than* 
a t r a d i t i o n a l a t taapt to divlda workara* 
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thay ordarad that ' A f r i c a n 1 and 'Colourad' 
workara aaparata. Tha vorkara* howavar, 
ranalnad u n i t a d , bacauaa, aa on* workar put 
I t "Wa vara a l l thara for tha aftaa purpoaa"« 

And now, 99 daya l a t a r , thay ara, a t i l l thara 
wi th tha aana purpoaai 

- eaapita a aanagaaant o f f a r to ra-arcploy 
23 'Colourad1 workara, nona want back and thay 
raaainad unitad 

- daaplta tha fac t that tha chi ldran of two 
of tha s t r i k e n hava diad during tha a t r i k a 
thay raaaln unitad 

- daaplta tha f a c t that thay now racalva 
no pay front Toft* thay raaain unitad and aaat 
avary day to diacuaa t h a i r plana* 

Af tar a fan vaaka oroupa atartarj to coaa out 
in a o l i d a r i t y wi th tha a t r l k a and tha boycott 
of F a t t i a and flonia producta bagan, 

Af tar 3 montha fAft aada a f i n a l o f fa r and gava 
tha workara an u l t i a a t u * to apply f o r 
ra inatataaant on tha condit ion that thay w i l l 
forgo a l l pravloualy aarnarJ banaf i ta and 
a t a r t on tha bottoa rung of tha payacala. 
Only 18 workara ra -appl iad for joba and 70 
rataain on a t r l k a , racalvlog only R15 par waak 
f r o * t h a i r union on which to akv out an 
axiatanca* 

But thay raaain un i tad , daaplta nanaganant 
and Dapartaant of Labour a t taapta to divlda 
thaa on athnic l i n a a , daaplta tha t h r a a t 
to many of tha* of baing andoraad out to 
' h o a a l M d a ' * And aa thay m a i n u n i t a d , 
thouaanda hava coaa out in a o l i d a r i t y 
by boycotting f a t t i a and flonla producta and 
a id ing tha food and Canning Workara Union 
F i n a n c i a l l y . 

rhaaa groupa aupport tha workarat 
UhlCi Hawat Collagai Panlnaula Training 
Collagai S a l l v i l l a Tachnical Training Col lagai 
joatarn Provlnca Tradtra Aaaociatlon (2 100 

maabara)t 5AC05 (SA Council of Spor t ) ; KAfCOC 
(Capa Town)| 1 * 000 atrong Union of Taachara 
^aaocalt lona of South A f r l ca i Capa Taachara 
orofaaalonal Aaaociat lon| Harold Craaay High 
School; Livingatona High School) Haathf ia ld 
High Schooii Craaay Park High School; Spaa 
Bona High School; Labour Party; A larga Capa 
Town bakary, tha S i l va r lao f Sakary, haa alao 
auapondad a l l purchaaaa of f l o u r f roa r&R; 
UCT StlC, and agar 15 clubs and a o c l a t i a a . 
I t haa baan raportad that tha boycott campaign 
l a aoraading to tha Jltwatararandf 

And boycott tha fol lowing productai 
riacord f l o u r producta 

F a t t i a and Monia 
lea craam conaa 
caka cupa 
aacaroni 
apaghatt l 
larga and amail ahal la 
ribbon noodlaa 

Alao noodlaa and apaghatt l undar th*a 
fo l lowing brand namaat 

Pot o ' Cold 
Prlncaaa 
Chackara 
Roma 

Phl ladalphla f l o u r 

Koabarg l U l l a p ick a a a l i a a a a l . 

Thia l i a t would not lncluda a i l F in producta 
on aale i n tha Tronavaal* 

glenmore 
rBSBIDEDGai 

A focus aolaly on tha Glanaora r t faat t laaant 

caap can ba a l a l a a d l n g . F i a a t l y , i t obacuraa 

aqual ly aaaaiwa r a a a t t l a a a n t > C ^ M I i n tha 

aaatarn Capa a t Kalakaanahoak, Sayaour, 

Chaluana, Paddia and a t i l l aora p lacaa. 

Sacondly, i t haa dangara in that i t can p a r a l l a l 

tha coaaarcla l c c i a l a - o r i a n t a d aadla (aaa 

Sunday P o t t . 7 9 . 0 7 . 0 8 ) , making an on-going 

p r o c a t i in to an unuaual avant, thua i n d l r a c t l y 

and lncor rac t l y auggaatlng that condltlona at 

raaat t laaant caapa ara woraa than a t aatabl iahad 

aluaia long aa ia t lng In tha Bantuatana* 

Glanaora l a , h«wawarf a p a r t i c u l a r l y 

uaaful raaat t laaant achaaa to focua on 

bacauaa i t i a f a i r l y w a l l docuaantad and t h a 

information glwaa aoaa ina lgh ta aa t o tha 

ganaral procoaa of a a r g i n a l l a a t i o n In tha 

aaataxn Capa* Noat in fo raa t lon hara ooaaa 

froa nawapapar e v t t i n g a , wi th tha Caafcarn 

Prowlnoa Harald g iv ing by fa r tha baat oowaraga. 

Abbravlationa of nawapapara a l t a d ara i 

CPH - Caatarn Prowlnoa Hara ld; 

00 - D a l l y Dlapatch; 

CP - Lwaning Poat | 

VP - Waa*and Paat| 

SP - Sunday Pootf 

GH - Gracot t ' a f l a i l . 

H i s t o r i c a l aaxkosaynd. 

Glanaora i a a fara oa tha South Afr ican 

a ida of tha Flali f t lvar , although caaant 

govarnnnt aapa alraady band tha aordar to 

lncluda I t i n tha C i a k a l , I t l a oppoalta a 

a a a l l a a t t l a a a n t aa l l ad Coaalt taaa O r i f t 

- tha o r i g i n a l p laaa plaanad In tha aa r ly 

aavantlaa to r a a a t t l a 6 O0Q raaidanta of 

Grahaaatown'a Flnga U l l l a g a * 

" I t would ba tha f l n a a t black tawn In 

Soutlt A f r i c a , * aaid Koornttof i n 1973. But 

a* an tha Bantu A,f falsa. Ada ln ia t ra t ion Board 

waa d i a a a t l a f l a d wi th tha a i t « and in 197* 

Glanaora waa choaao aa a raplaosaant. 

I n Novaabar, 1577, tha Dapartaant of 

Bantu Ada ln ia t ra t ion and Oavalopaant lnforaad 

t h a Town Clark of Grahaaatoajn t h a t " in « i M 

of tha fact that Grahaaatowt ia laaa than 

SO ka away f roa tha C i a k a l , pol icy d ic ta taa 

that Bantu f a a l l l a a raaldlng thara ahould 

avantual ly aava to tha hoaalanda concarnad"* 



Although the throat of raaoval opplloa ta a l l 

three of Greheaatoan'e black toanehlpe, i t hao 

elaeye baan of acre relevance to f lngo V i l l e q e . 

Thla l a bocaueo th la apoc l f lo toanehlp haa 

froohold tenure dating back to tha a ld -19 th 

century when Queen v i c t o r i a *geve* i t i n 

re turn for aerviceo rendered to tha S r i t l e h 

by tha f lngoa againat tha Xhoeea* Coneequently* 

raaoval haa olwoye f i r a t concerned tha f a t a 

of f lngo V i l l a g e , and thia townahip haa now 

baan daolarad a Colourad loca t ion* 

Recent yaara hava aaan a a o d l f l c e t l o n of 

governaont atanca toverde tha r ingo V l l l e g e r a , 

and tha plan la now to bu i ld 200 new houaaa 

in tha Nekeneekop locat ion (anding a vary long 

f r a a i a on housing in tho toanehlpe) for 

proparty ownore dlaplacad f r o * f lngo V i l l a g e . 

I n 1977, however, tha tovnahlp wee 

aa t l aa tad to houaa 6 000 people , eoot ly 

lodgora i n ahacka locat ing theaeolveo for 

eeonoelc raaaona in r ingo V l l l a g a ehich i a 

tha cloaaat of tha thraa locationa to tha 

un i te araa (20 a lmitee to w a l k ) . 

I t i a no* axpectod that gouernaent w i l l 

ahlp thaaa lodgora to Glonaore at aoao etege. 

A corrugata* - i ron ahack town ("Si lver town") 

developed in 1976 aa a t r a n a l t cavp. But tha 

•ova aee 'ohelved* during tha nation-wide 

atrugglaa of that yaar . Inataad of Fingo 

tflllegere, rant dafau l tara f roa tha othar 

toanehlpe, and aoao loca l aquattara aoved 

in to S i l v a r t o v n . I t aee froa hara that 

tho f i r a t group of f e a l l l e e f roa Grehaaetown 

hovo "voluntar i ly 4 1 baan aovad to Glonaore* 

Flngo V l l l a g a * nevertheleee. w i l l hava 

to go eoeoahere, and daadlina f o r l t o raaovol 

la now aot f o r 1901. I t w i l l bo iaportant 

for roalatanca whet p e t i t i o n i a takan by tha 

f lngo proparty oanora and Coaaunlty Council 

wm 
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(dealneted by th ia group) . M i l l thay oppoee 

tha throat of raaoval if* ordar to aafaguard 

t h a i r rant lncoeee, or occapt balng aovad to 

onothar Graheaetoan locat ion? In tho paatv 

whi le eloquent I n rhe to r ic about oppoalng tho 

reeovele , tao auch chereotere hava baan expoeed 

•a double-dealerot orto hoving appl lad for 

ahop r ighta at Coejeltteee O r l f t , and tha athor 

who haa elreedy aold hla houaa to a Coloatod 

buyor. Quoation eorfce tharoforo hang ovor 

tha f a ta of tha black toanahipa aa ragarda 

governaont in tant lona and paoplo ,o roaponeeo 

Tha praaant governaont atanea i a to aay 

that Glanaoro l a not doalgnad f o r Grohaaatoanfa 

Afr ican populat ion* Jn Roy, 1970, Connla 

huldar aald i t aaa not lntandad aa a dora l tory 

auborb for Grahaaatovn* but 'would ba a 

noraal town incorporated in to tha C l e k e l " . 

Chlaf Olraotor of tha Caotern Capa 

Ada ln le t re t ion loord (CCAl) , Br tou la Kochp 

haa alao eknled tha Grdhaaatoan-Glanaore 

connection. "Thia wee never tha i n t e n t i o n . 

Glenaore w i l l houae pvoplo f roa a l l ever the 

Coetern Cape. I be l ieve that aany f a a l l l e a 

a l l l go there v o l u n t e f i l y . I n aoae caaee 

uneaployod oquetter f a a l l l e a a l l l be aoved 

t h e r e . . . We aent to bu i ld houaaa aMch a l l l 

be a t t r a c t i v e enough to Induce people to 

v l l l l n g l y leeve t h e i r equetterd aback e to 

l i v e t h e r e * . 

Glenooro, 

Vork bagan at GWneore In about Saptaabar 

1970 conatructing 500 teaporeay houaea aada by 

the Ciakal Saaa l l l a factory baaed et Kelakaaaa-

hoek. They ere wooden dwell lnge a i t h eabaatoe 

r o o f e , and aud f l o o r e * 

Acoordlng to a report by the pro ject 

engineer dated 70 .07 .26* teapbrery Afr ican 

workero aould be h i r e d to bu i ld the taaporery 

houaea et e r a t e of R5,00 e day* The report 

alao aentlonad thet i n i t i a l l y the peraenent 

houaea would bo epeedlly b u i l t by e big 

contractor , but groupe of ten houaaa aould 

l a t e r be tendered to Afr ican cont ractor * . I t 

contained e rether naive hope that bui ld ing 

the taaporery houaaa aould t r a i n Afr lcen 

aarkere on the Job atio oould than beooae 

independent contractor* . 

On 73.07,oi the ePH reported thet Gleneore 

aould take 5 yeere to develop e t e eeet of 

M a - a U l l i o n . Deapite noleea eeeut I r r i g a t i o n 

echeae* and agr icu l ture -or ien ted induetr lee 

I l k a canning p tha eoney l e eolely for tha 

c r e a t l a n of the teaa , and eakee no provlelon 

for long- tare devolopeent. f u r t h e r , on 

79 .06 .09 , Uie CPU reported thet only a port ion 

of tha « e , 1 - e l l l l e n to be epent et Glaaaora 

over the year ending Auguet 1979, had aeon 

epent. I t quoted ftoorniaf eo noa eaying in 

Parl iament that RI75 127 had been aot eaide 

for th lo per iod . I t eppure then thet 

developaant i e proceeding eloaly end at f a r -

reduced budgete. At tha t l a e of e r l t l n g v 

the 500 taaporery houaeo era occupied, but 

tha cenatructlon of the peraenent onee haa not 

begun* At praaant plpea are being l a i d * 

According to the CPHt *A b ig aork foraa v 

M i n l y uneaployod aquattara f roa areaa l i k e 

Port A l f r e d , a l l l ba aoved i n w i th in about e 

aonth to bui ld 500 taaporery aood and aabeatoa 

houaaa ahloh w i l l houae the labourera aaployed 

in the bui ld ing of Clanaora". The tean l e to 

hava 5 000 houaea and Include land for 

•en e l i t e auburb where p lo ta a l l l ba aada 

a v e i l e b l e to ownore on 99-year laeaea and 

where they aay bu i ld houaaa of t h e i r own 

choice-" Tha peraenent houeaa a l l l , eocording 

to nr Koch (ch ie f Ol ractor of ECAB) be b u i l t 



w i t h w i r i n g , w i t h i n d i v i d u a l tananta daciding 

on whathar or not thay wantad a l a c t r i c i t y . 

Thara would alao ba running watar , watar borna 

aaw*ragat thraa roo»at a k l t c h a n f ahowar and 

indoor t o i l a t * 

Tha tow Taroata. 

Tha f l r a t A f r i c a n * to ba thraatanad wi th 

raaoval to Glanaora wara 35 f a w i l i a a of tha 

Kantorv-on-Saa 8antu Ewargancy Cawp which houaad 

about 900 paopla a l t o g a t h a r . Tha rawovala 

• l g h t hava gona unnoticad by tha wadia and 

widar public wara i t not f o r tha fac t that 

(w la takanly ) Includad in tha 35 f a a l l i a a wara 

aavaral dowaatic workara* whoaa aaployara for 

• o r a l and aconowic raaaona (how 

c o a p a t i b i a l ) coaplalnad to tha praaa* 

A atatawant to tha DO ( 7 9 . 0 3 . 3 0 ) by an 

ox-MHton r a a i d a n t , wotlvatwd by tha forwar 

raaaon, raadi 

rroa what I know of tha l o c a l i t y (Glanaora 
- a u t h o r ) , a hot barran and inhoapltabla 
wlldarnaaa. foundad on ahalaa which y i a l d 
acanty watar froai undarground and l i k a l y 
brack a t t h a t , i t aaaaa that thay w i l l 
hava to wai t t i l l tha Oranga-Fiah 
achaaia l a axtandad to that araa bafora 
tha watar bacowaa aowathing of a a lnacura. 

' M o axpactation haa howavar baan dlaoiaaad by 

Koch of tha ECAB who Qaa awphatloally atwtad 

t h a t no Oranga Rlvar watar would ba ava l lab ia 

aa t h i a i a a t r i c t l y for tha whita populat ion. 

(CPH, 7 9 . 0 6 . 1 8 ) . 

Tha atatawant to tha 00 continuaai 

Larga nuwbara of tha halplaaa ara baing 
wovad i n 40 tan- ton tsucka at vary ahort 
not lca ( t a n daya notioa waa givan — 
author) f r o * tha Kanton—on*-5aa Bantu 
Ewargancy Cawp..* Tha wa jor l ty ara wowan, 
old and young (aany of thaw g a i n f u l l y 
awployad in dowaatlc awploywant a t Kanton) 
and t h a l r c h i l d r a n , wany of whoa, on a 
laaaar .aca la ara alao g a i n f u l l y awployad. 
Soaia of tha walaa who ara a f fac tad way 
w a l l ba awployad aa gardanara and cara— 
t a k a r a . . . Thia aourca of monay for tha 

P*ga 40 

walntananca of thawaalvaa and t h a i r 
f a a l l i a a w i l l lwwadiataly ba cut o f f and 
wan navar ba rap lacad." 

Tha atataaant fu r tha r aaka "Why M I tha f a ta 

raaarvwd for tha Grahawatown Fingo Location 

auddanly baan v i a i t a d an thaw7" Tha anawax 

waa aosn to bacowa obvloua. 

Tha Kanton l o c a t i o n waa aatabl iahad in • 

1956 and t inea 1963 haa baan daclarad an 

awargancy cawp " for tha purpoaa of accoaao-

dat lng hooalaaa Bantu" (GR» 7 9 . 0 4 . 0 3 ) . hany 

of tha. raaldanta hava Saction 10(a) and ( b ) 

r l g h t a . Tha raaadn why tha locat ion haa 

rawalngd a "taoporary" awargancy cawp i a 

bacauaa i t atanda in tha way of tha whita 

Kanton. Thia f a o t o r , howavar, waa not tho 

cauaa of tha thraatanad raaoval a inca not a l l 

f a a l l i a a a r a a f f a c t a d * and tha l o c a t i o n w i l l 

probably rawwln whara i t i a for qu l ta soaa 

t i i a ya t * 

Tha aat lonala for tha raaovala waa 

axplalnwd by an ECAB o f f i o l a l i n 1978 who 

aaid that tha wova waa intandad to raduca' tha 

black Kanton populat ion " t o tha baraat 

ainlwuw nacaaaary for tha labour naada of 

Kwntan and Buahaan'a ftlvar". 

To do th ia howavar* raqulrad tha daa t ruc t -

Ion of anothar black aattlaawmt in tha a r a a f 

a aquattar cawp of 1 200 paopla, at tha K l i p -

fonto ln faro acro t * tha r l v a r f r o * Kanton* 

Aa tha Black Saah polntad out, tha 35 Kanton 

f a a l l i a a to ba rawovad had baan "aalactad 

froai tha Kanton awargancy' cawp raaldanta t o 

awka way for an aqual nuwbar of fo r tunata ly 

awployad raaldanta praaantly l i v i n g at 

* l i p f o n t a i n . * (EPH, 7 .9 .03 .31) . 

An ECAB apokaaaan axplainad of tha 

K l l p f o n t a i n aquat ta ra t " : t *» B plannad to 

rawova only tha unproductlva and unaaployad 

aqoattara to Glanwora. Unaaployad paopla would 

alao bm wovad. Tha remaining awployad 

aquattara f a a l l i a a would than aova tha 

(Kanton - author) cawp*. (CPH, 7 9 . 0 4 . 0 2 ) * 

Tha plan waa thua to oowplataly olaar 

K l i p f o n t a i n , t ranafar 3S f a a l l i a a of workara 

to Kanton (woat» I f not i l l , wara aunlo lpal 

awployaaa l i v i n g at K l l p f o n t a i n ) , and shunt 

tha "aurplua population" in both araaa to 

Glanaora* An ECAB wan, whoaa a d a i n l a t r a t l o n 

board covara l v 5 - w l l l l o n A f r i c a n s , put I t 

vary woral lyp "Wa hava a raapona ib l l l t y to 

tha parawnant Af r ican populat ion which i a 

Indiapanaabla for our aconowy*" (EPH, 79 .04 .03 ) 

Hh» >^«rt w*th t n y Kanton * r « « i *»» caw ova 

K l U f 9 n t t l ^ 
K l i p f o n t a l n ' a o r i g i n . , which unfoldad b i t 

by b i t through tha a i d l a , halp axpla ln why i t 

waa i n U n a for daa t ruc t ion . Sowa of tha 

raa ldanta wovad thara 30 yaara ago* whan thay 

rantad land frwa tha ownara (Colourad paopla)* 

At praaant no aquattara thara pay rant and ona 

b ig objaot ion to Glanaora waa tha fac t t h a t 

ranta thara would ba R6t11 a ocnth in tha 

taaoorarv houssi . Tha othar sQUBttwta ara 

' f a i r l y meant a r r i v a l s * but tha whola 

cowwunlty waa f a i r l y oohoalva, and a achool 

functionad t h a r a . Tha naw a r r i v a l a C O M frow 

varloua aourcaai 

+ I t haa alwaya baan a pract lca awongat 

Eaatarn Capa farwara to t u r f off tha farwa* 

r a t l r a d workara whoaa ch i ld ran hava not hung 

around to taka ovar frow t h a l r paranta t h a i r 

Joba. Th ia . of cour ts , l a gu l ta l o g l c a l i tha 

farwara f a a l chaatad for having paid ta 

raproduca t h a l r labourara and t h a l r raplacaoanta« 

and loa ing out on tha l a t t a r . Cauplad wi th 

th ia t r a d i t i o n haa baan tha a f fac t of tha aluwp 

on tha chicory crop - a aajor aaa tam Capa 

produot. I n fabruary th ia yaar* for axawplap 
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tha acnagor of tha Chicory Control Board 

Inforaed feraerc that thora waa a eurplue of 

15 ,4 -aU l l ion kg on tha currant crop which would 

eupply 70* of tha 1960 doaand. This aeent 

that only 4 -a . i l l l on kg would ba needed froa 

tha 1979/60 crop - at tha aost 8 - o i U l o n kg. 

Cutbacka in production ara ewaXUng tha 

nuabare of cvictad f a r a labour f e a i l i e e . 

Thraa f a a l l l e e aquatt ing on tha Kanton rubbiah 

duap, f o r exeapla, wora evicted and due>ped 

there , when tha fara on which thay l i vad 

changad hands* 

+ Worker* a t t rac tad by work on tha coaatal 

road raaainad in t h * a roe a f t a r tha Job waa 

completed. 

Tha aquattara at K l l p f o n t a l n i t aaaajt had 

an aablvelent natura for whlta fa ra lng 

i n t c r o o t e . On tha ana hand thay served aa a 

naarby pool f roa which to tap aaaaonal labour 

on tha chicory and pineapplo f i e l d s * without 

farajara having to taka on tho paroianant 

reproduction of t h i s labour* Instead, 

squattsrs at K l l p f o n t a l n aa inta lnad theaselvaa 

through saaaonsl s h i f t i n g ooployaent i n 

d o u o t l c labour* and eael l~ccela e g r i c u i t u r a . 

On tha other hand. I t tceae to h a w baen t h i s 

l a t t a r aapact which lrkod fa raa ts tfho coapleinod 

that "valuable gra i ing land waa bolng daatroysd 

by atock kapt by wore than 1 000 edusttars" 

(CPH, 7 9 . 0 4 , 0 2 ) . 

Squattara wara fur ther accused of 

traapssalng on whlta faros for water and 

f i rewood, and wara probably also involved In 

patty t h a f t f roa thea. Thaaa grlavancss by 

locsl whits fsraora wara cont r ibut ing fac tora 

laading to K l lp fonto ln baing f i r s t i n U n a 

f o r reaiovol* Othar fac tora a>antionsd i n tha 

praaa includad tha daalra of tha Alexendde 

town council to uaa K l lp fonta ln for a CoXourad 

townohipi that tha CoXourad psopls wara being 

t a r r o r l a a d by Afr ican aquattara and wantad 

hslp (source * tha Kat flPC f o r Albany), end, 

of couree, tha a l l e g a t i o n t h a t tha sett lement 

was a haal th hetord . 

A l l t h i s could hava boon aortad out withi 

"publ ic" fuec , had CCAB not erred in t h r e a t -

aning not only tha unemployed wi th r e n v o i , 

but aoaa of tha l o c a l labour forca too, Tha 

problee, however, waa soon raaolvad froa th la 

point of view, wtoan ECA8 announcad that thosa 

facing reaovel at Kanton and at K l lp fonta ln 

who could prove rag lo tarad aapXoyaant wouXd 

not hava to eove ta Glenaore, 

I n tha Xlght of th la c laar working out 

of olass in ta raa ta f t contraat an act ion group 

foraed In Greheaotown at tha t l a a of la rga ly 

l i b a r a l ecedealce, Tha group, although I t 

d id aueh to pub l lc iaa tha removals, reaeined 

a n t l r a l y w i t h i n a l i b a r a l i d e a l i s t paradlge, 

aaaing tha reaovole aa tha working out of 

bigoted r a o i a l ideology* Tha group's 

oaraaount concern wee, of courae, wi th tha 

' i r r a t i o n a l i t y * of tha eove and sspscla l ly 

with tha thraa ts to employed people. 

Tha removals oat undar way. 

At Kanton, where 160 aaployaaa ara 

regis tered with tha Administrat ion Boerd, tha 

coaaunlty appasrad a p l l t batwaan atayara and 

lcavere , Aa pointed out e e r l l e r , many hava 

Section 10 r i g h t s , including aoaa af thosa 

thraatanad wi th removal. 

Thosa a f fac tad by tho reaovel raoaivad 

handwritten notlcaa datad 79 ,03 ,22 that thay 

wara to ba moved, and that t h a l r a l t a p a r t i t e 

wars cancel led . "Take not ice that you and yo 

family ara baing moved to Glenmoro, d i e t r i c t 

Peddle. Tha move takas place* f roa A p r i l 2 , 

1979", raad the n o t l c a . 

0n« wan who raoaivad a not lca l a a b l i n d 

pensioner who has l i ved at Kenton sinoe 1956, 

working for one employer f o r 15 yaere . Two 

other pensioners to ld to move said they 

d id not went t o , and a number a f raeldonte 

eald thay would rafuse t o board tha truefce* 

A 66-year oXd women who had Xlved thora f o r 

25 yaere aald "Thay aaka ua work Xlka donkeys 

and then thsy throw ue out . " ( 0 0 , 79 .04 .03) 

The eleek Sach baoaM involvad at th la 

point and conciderod a court order on tha 

grounde that Kenton fremoves*' had raoaivad 

Xaae than 14 daya not ice . Tha Saeh aeld that 

35 f a m i l i e s i n Kanton wara a f f a c t a d , though 

ECA6 eaid the nuaber waa 17. Tha 5aeh eew 

tha roaovala ee the e t a r t of a prooaes which 

would e f fac t up ta 10 006 people i n the 

eeetarn Cape, tha Kanton removals Involving 

350 i n d i v i d u a l s . Theaa ind iv iduolo w a n "tha 

o l d , d leeb lod , u n f i t , unemployed end t h a i r 

dependents and t h a l r f a m l l l e o . " Heat an tha 

l l a t , eaid tho Saeh, were 1 200 paopla at 

K l lp fonta ln and than f a a l l l a a from Sethurat 

and Port A l f r e d . 

Tha ECA6 haa always claimed that thoee 

waved to Glenmoro would f o r * the workfarca 

thero to bu i ld tha r e s t of tho township. 

Reporting the 5eehvc statement, tha CPH 

rsadi "contrary to o f f i c i a l assurances, 

i t eppearsd that a large number of thaaa 

r a t i r a d people to be reso t t l ad at Glenmoro 

would be unable to earvo am the profaeeed 

labour contingent in tho conetruotlon of 

fu r thor houses i n s l t a " ( 7 9 . 0 3 , 3 1 ) . Aa i t 

hsppane, tha workforce w i l l probably ba 

aa ln ly thoea workere who b u i l t tha taaporary 

houelng. I n any event. I t i s some whet etrango 

thet squatters wara moved In to taaporary 

housing, i f tho plan i e rea l ly to provide 
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pereanent dwe l l ings . 
f i n a l l y , the Seen noted that bocouas 

Clintor* wee not In th« Clokol , ths r t iovnl 

could not even bo J u s t i f i e d i n t ir»« of • 

•grind apartheid plon". This orguoent c a r r i e s 

l i t t l e weight, however, and tho Ciekaien 

Chlof n i n i s t e r , Ssbs, hot sgread to incorporate 

Glenooro, provided i t bscoast • "aadai to«m"» 

wtyetover thot my soon. Sobs did o t l p u l o t o , 

however, thot agr icu l tura l pre jeo te should 

bo e s t a b l i s h e d boforo rese t t l ement of pooplo 

ond thot wafer supply froo tho r i s h River 

bo guaranteed* 

When tho f l r o t e e t t l e r o arr ived i n Glenooro 

tho fol lowing week, noithor of thooo eonditiono 

were n<t, not to eent ion tho non—existence 

of n t r i m i n t houoing with pipod weter ond 

Indoor t o i l e t * . 

Doopito o i l tho p o s i t i v e eedio roporto 

about tho proposed oxpondlturo ond f ivo-yoer 

dovolopaont plan for Glenmre , whan thooo 

o a t t l o r o arrived thingo wore rothor looo 

g l o s s y . There woo no now torred roodf doopito 

the e o r l l e r report i n CR t h e t "All woin roodo 

ond buo routeo w i l l bo tarred , and i f enough 

aoney l o l e f t over the etoapor roado w i l l 

a l so rocolve tarring a t tant lan in caec of 

oroolon p r o b l e m , " ( 7 8 . 0 9 . 0 1 ) . There wore no 

o l i n l o o or shops, elthough on Afrioan Clokeion 

shopkeeper woe l a t e r given temporary f a c i l i t i e s , 

and two hawksrs wore ellowed to operate . 

Natural ly , there wore no publ ic telephones or 

e l e c t r i c i t y . Tho only trenoport I s sn 

o c c s s l o n s l rs i lwoys bus which c o s t s HI,80 

return to Grehaostown. 

what wss ths p o s i t i o n o t Xl lpfonts ln? 

Squsttere there hod o history of f i gh t ing 

raaoval through tho courts* In 1976, 161 

wore t s l d to wove, but wore allowed to reoaln 

s f t s r s euccsss fu l court esse* Chsrgsd 

with l l l s g s l squett lng in Kerch l e e t yoer , 

chargao wore deferred on tho groundo thet 

there woe no a l t e r n s t l v s housing e v s l l s b l e . 

Koch of £CA6 said that the ohargao ogalnat the 

173 ware deferred e t tho t i e s , ponding the ir 

rsoovel to Glenooro (on i n t e r e s t i n g 

pointer to the l o n g - t e n s trategy of tCAB). 

Thoss who oovsd to Glenooro, he s a i d , would 

not be charged. 

The Kl lpfonte in equettera rocolved no 

writ ten n o t i c e , but wore informed by a 

aergesnt that they would be ooved in 1 week. 

As part of the pressure put on the squatters 

(mr%6 pension peyMnte) treneferred to Glerwjore, 

A panslonsr at Kl lpfonte in sold "If they went 

to take off the roof thoy w i l l do i t theoeelvee* 

If they try to force uo to l o e v e , we w i l l 

telephone out lawyers" ( 0 0 , 7 9 . 0 a . 0 2 ) . 

CCAI'e reoponee to t h i s woe thet i f 

Kllpfdntoin pooplo r e s i s t e d reoovel thoy would 

be prosscutod. *Ao for aa wo are concerned 

thers hoe been the neoosssry consu l t s t lon 

over the aove. Ve e s t theo and so did the 

Ciokel n i n i s t e r of the I n t e r i o r , Chief Lent 

haqooa. The Kl lpfonte in psopls lndlcotod 

they wore i n favour of the aove" ( 0 0 , 7 9 . 0 4 . 0 2 ) . 

I t wao l a t e reported thet tho head of the 

Kenton po l i ce had a l so bssn praaont at t h l e 

occes lon , and e l e o that Plaqooe denied that 

Rl lpfontoin equattore wanted to wove* Hhet 

la i n t e r e s t i n g hero i s that sows Klipfonteln 

ree idents wore indeed consulted sbout the 

reaovol and taken to v i e l t - net Glanoora -

but ths neerby proet lg ioua Tyafu agr icu l tura l 

p r o j e c t , a p o l i t i c a l showpiece sn i r r l g s t s d 

land. 

Before going into the eotuel reoovala . 

for h i s t o r l c s l rscord purposss i t i s worth 

recording ths cooosnts of the ox»AP for 

Albany, nr 8111 Osscon, of varioua faoee , 

bss idss bslng an seat Capo faroer , and now 

Town Clerk a t Bushoan's Aiver. "Although he 

f e l t eorry for people being aoved without 

being given eny c h o i c e , he f e l t tha reaovel 

of Ki ipfonts ln s q u s t t s r s wee a good th ing . 

'The s o t t l e o e n t cons t i tu ted s hso l th hererd 

to both i t e occupento snd to whites In the 

v i o l n i t y ' " * Oescon further conflroed t h e t 

reglatered employees fro* Kllpfontein would no 

longer have to go to Gienaore but would repleca 

the waeoployed who would be ooved out of 

Kenton. 

Ths ^saovala b i g l n . 

Following outcry by veriouo eoc tore , snd the 

need to oheck i f unregletered but s t i l l employ

ed workera wore included in the f a o l l i e s to be 

reaevsd, the Kenton r e n v o i s wors temporarily 

ha l t ed oftor PFP representatlona to Koornhof. 

Tha Kl lpfonte in reoovals were, however, 
w 

to go ohoed. 

Koch of ECU sold thet If anyone refuaed 

to boerd tha trucks , they would not be forced 

and would not bo treatsd in an undlgniflotf 

fa sh ion . "There wore other weye of dealing 

with thooo thingo", ths EPH roportsd hlo aa 

ssylng ( 7 9 . 0 4 . 0 3 ) . Hs wss probsbly re ferr ing , 

i n t e r a l i o , to tho chergss deferred froa the* 

year before . 

At t h i s c t ege , both Glsnoero and Kllp

fonte in were aoeled froo the p r s s s . Pol ice 

eald they r sc s lv sd e request froo one of the 

Coloured ueufructuerles of tho land not to 

allow reportera on tho f e r o , and the oen 

when Interviewed confirmed t h l e . (There ere 

4 usufructuaries on ths far* , one of wheo 

doee not oind tha eqaottoro , who ere large ly 

http://79.0a.02
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on his t a c t i o n of i t * I t m o on* of tho 

atharo who bannad rapor toro* ) Tho Chlof 

P l u r a l A f f a i r s Coaolaalonor of tho aaatarn 

Copt, whan aakod about tho prooi bana, aald 

" ' h i n l a nothing to h lda" , but ho d id not 

wont photograpna takon bocouao thoro * « * • too 

ouch lntorforoneo at that a toga* . (00& 

7 9 . 0 4 . 0 4 ) . 

Koornhof, according to tho PFP» hod 

lna t ruc tad FCAB to only wovo pacpi* w i l l i n g 

to M Mvod froai ftllpfontoln. ftoporto thot 

oaorgod howovar paintad o d l f f a r a n t p l o t u r a . 

Squattoro ololaod thot o f f l e l o l o and pol lea 

hod throotonad to bwlldoxo houaoa of thooo 

who d id not wont to go, Thoy oold thot waaon 

had otood by waaplng «# tho l r hauawa w o n 

dloaontlod* ond ona woaon, tho r t a l l y brood-

winnar oo o rogiatorod aaployoo ot tuahaan'a 

Alvar ar r lvod to f i n d hor hoao lovo l lod and 

hor f o a l l y gono. (tfp, 7 0 . 0 4 . 0 7 ) . Squottoro 

fur tbor c la iaad thot In o t looot alx caaaa 

pooplo hod to ogroo t o boord truck* whan, 

doaplta oppoal t lon, tho l r f u r n i t u M * • • 

rooovod froai t h o l r houaoa ond loadwd onto 

t rucka. Thoy woro to ld thoy would not bo oblo 

to got tronaport lo tor to wharo thd i r 

f u r n l t u r o woa going. 

CCAB'a roaponao to thoao a l l aga t lona 

woa f l r a t l y thot thoy had no b u l l d d i o r o , and 

by Impl ica t ion couldn' t throoton to bu l ldo ia 

houaool Tha roglonal aonogor aold thot aoao 

pooplo who oold tha doy boforo thoy did not 

want to wove, hod "changad tho l r a i *da whan 

tha f a o l l l t l o o at Clonaoro woro oxplolnod* . 

" A l l wo uaod woa Dorauacion," ha a * ld -

"Haw olx whltoo con forca 1 400 paoplo to boord 

trucka l a boyond oo* I f wo nod t r i a d that 

thoro would havo boon lncldonto ond I oaouro 

you thoro woro no lncldonta yoatardoy." 

(EPHt 7 9 . 0 4 . 0 5 ) . 

Looal b a t t l o o . 

Tho boalo f o r ototo ov lc t lon ot K l i p * 

fonto ln woa on ordor froa -an Maxondrlo 

a a g l a t r a t a ogolnot 150 pooplo, on tho groundt 

thot tho aa t t loaant woa a haal th hatord. On 

tho f l r a t doy of tho roaovola 200 aouottoro 

wot an attornoy to dlocwoo got t lng o oourt 

ordor provpntlng tho roaovalo. Tho b id 

oohlovod a towporary h o l t whan CCAI undortook 

to auapond roaovolo u n t i l tho c m woo wott lod. 

Tho oquottoro* oooo rootod on tho orguwont 

thot tho o v l c t l o n oraora woro I r r o g u l o r and 

ahould ba doclarod I n v a l i d . 

I n on a f f i d a v i t boforo tho court* * 

K l l p f a n t a l n raaidant oold ho woa chalraan of 

o coaal t taa rapraaantlng o i l tho f a a l l l o o on 

tho f o r * . Ho donlod thot tho raaavolo woro 

voluntary , ond oloo oold tho f a a l l l a o hod tho 

conaont of tho owner to l l v o thoro * o foot 

oonf lraad lo tor I n oourt by on* of tho four 

uaufructuar iaa* Counaol for tho oquottoro 

orguod thot tho woy thlnga woro hondlod woo 

a oloor oroalon of tho r ighto of tho aauattara 

to t h o l r r igh t of notloo ond t h o l r r igh t t o 

pro t o o t . 

•y th la otogot howovar* aa an CCAB 

apofcoooon aold In court* 96 out of 1t0 

K l l p f a n t a l n f a a l l l o o hod a r r lvad ot Clonaoro 

olroatfy* Thla woa oonf lraad tha fo l lowing 

doy by tho Doputy ftlnlatar of P luro l ftolotlona 

and Oovolopaant (Vooloo) whon ho v l a l t a d 

Clonaoro ond hod whot ha doacrlbad «• 

" f r u i t f u l t o l k a * w i t h tho f u l l Clokolon Cablnot 

obout roaovolo to Clonaoro. According to UP 

7 9 . 0 4 . 0 7 t what oaorgod frow tho toot ing woo 

on ogrooaont that CCAI o f f l c l a l a would havo to 

got l o t t o r a of conaont f roa K l lp fon to ln 

aquottoro bafora tho l r raaoval . I t quoted 

Sobo oo coring* "vo novo had oaough of th la 

phraaoology obout 'vo luntary ' raaoval a* How 

wo I n a l a t that o f f l c l o l a novo o l o t t o r of 

conaant bpforo oquottoro1 poooooolono oro 

roaovod.* Thlo 'groot v l o t a r y * , howovorf 

aorvod aoroly to odd log l t laacy to tho raaovala , 

and indloataa tho axtant to which th« Clakolon 

govoroaont hod ronogatf on l t a oar l lov 

ot lpulot lpno about occoptlng Glonaioro In to tho 

.Clakal . 

fly 79.04.og, i t woa roportod I n tho CP 

that 125 f a a i U a a had boon aavad. On tho 

fo l lowing day, tho DO roportod t h o t olnoo tho 

•car t of tho court caaa, 50 f a w l l l o o hod oh l f tad 

vo luntar i l y to Clonaoro ra la lng tho populotlon 

thoro U 141 f o a l l l o o * Lof t o t K l lp fonto ln 

woro 30 f p a l l l a a hoowwd by roglotorod varfcara, 

achodulod f o r Kantan, and 20 f a a l l l o o wtjo 

rofuaod to aovo to Glonaor*. On 7 9 . 0 4 . 1 2 , 

thw doy tho oourt c u t roouaad, GH roportod 

thot 115 f a a l l l o o woro ot Cloaaoroi 5 of 

which worP rocontly ovlgtad f roa forao* ond 

155 f roa K l lp fonto ln* I t oaid thoro woro 12 

r a a l a t l n g f a a l l l o o o t l l l o t K l l p f o a t o l a , ond 

20 wai t ing to go to Kontan. Tho papor addod 

thot alx toachora woro running tho oehool o t 

Clonaoroi and that *a nuabor" af squattoro 

woro already working thoro. 

Whon tho oourt coao roauwed, tho raaovala 

atoppod nMfl tho Suproao Court oat aalda on 

ollwgodly I r rogu lor ov lc t lon ordor ond 

ordorod tno aag la t ra ta who loouod I t 

to pay par t of tho coota of tho a p p l i c a t i o n . 

Tha ototo'o ooaa woa to argua that l a g l a l a t l o n 

provontod tho courta f roa laoulng I n t a r d i c t a 

to h o l t atf lot lono. Tho Supraaa Court, howovar, 

oold thot what waa at ataka amo not on l n t o r * 

d lot to hPlt a v l c t l o n a , but whathor tho o v l c t l a n 

ordor had baon I r r o g u l o r or n o t . 
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Thp equattere* lawyer cold e f t # r the ceoc 

that f e a i l l e o already at Glenaore w#re f raa to 

ra turn to K l i p f o n t o i n , but addad thet there 

wee nothing to prevent o f f l o i a l a f rda Baking 

•n appl ica t ion f o r anathar a v i c t l o n order , 

not e u r p r l e l n g l y , th ia l a t t a r l a whit happened. 

Tha chargea undar tha Prevention af I l l e g a l 

Squatting Act daforrad f r o * tha pref ioue yaar 

vara thraatanad agalnat thaa i f the*/ would 

not aove* At tha eaae t l a e , thoaa 

aquattara who had aoved had chargeo withdrawn. 

neenwhile, a newo>velopaent had takan 

p iece , however* alnca tha aat t lng eOide of tha 

e v i c t i o n order , when 17 f a a l l i e e echedulcd 

f o r Kenton Joinad wi th tha 11 remaining 

f e a l l l e e ree io t ing Glenaore raaoval* I n 

refualng to leevo K l l p f o n t a l n . A l l 29 f e a i l l e o 

vara expected to appear in court on 79 ,05*02 . 

CCAB etrategy eoeeod, however* to bo to oharga 

aquattara ono a t a t l a e , i n ordar to a in lB lee 

bad p u b l i c i t y , and alao to craata a deaonetre-

t l o n a f foo t on raaelnlng aquattara forcing thaa 

to loava without tho p u b l i c i t y of a court 

caoo. On Juno B, i t Haa repor ted , hawever* 

t h a t a oquetter evicted to Glenaore I n Apr i l 

had aovad back t o K l l p f o n t a l n . "Glenaora 

l a not a happy p lace . Thay can ahoot aa i f 

they wont, but I won't, gp back, I *d ra thar 

d i e . " 

Tha f l r a t court ceae, however, woo not on 

tho baolo of tho proviouo yeer 'a cborgeo but 

undar a acre water t ight Act. Thua on 79.05.02* 

a 76-year old roaldant waa found to ba l i v i n g 

on thp farm i l l e g a l l y bacauaa ha v M not a 

bona f id a raolatarad f u l l t l a a worker on tha 

f e r e , and nor d id ha hava peraieoion f roa tha 

Oopartaant of P lura l Relatione to bo t h e r e . 

The aan waa sentenced under tha BeMu Truet 

and Land Act to a f i n e of MO or 100 daye* 

euepended for three yeere , end wee ordered to 

leave Kl ip fonto in before Juno 2* Evidence in 

t h l e t r i e l wee thet he had l i v e d a t K l i p f o n 

to in f o r 29 yeere , end had worked pert t ioo 

f o r one of the ueufructuer lee of tho land. 

Tha a ta te 'o requeet for an ordar thet ha be 

aovod to Glenaore woe not granted at tha t i a a 

when tha accueed eeid ha did not want ta go 

there . But while appeellng l a t e r egalnet h ie 

convict ion and oentenco, e werrent for h ie 

raaoval to Glenaore wae ieaued on 79*06.06 by 

a Buehaan'e n iver aag le t ro te * befere the 

eppael hod even been heard i n the Supreaa 

Court, 

On 7 9 , 0 5 . 1 9 , tha equattara were earvad 

notioo of en app l ica t ion to an Alexandria 

aeg ie t ra to for t h e i r e v i c t i o n undar the 

Prevention of I l l e g a l Squatting Act which 

provldea that equattere aay ba aovod froa an 

area i f the hea l th or aafaty of tha pub l ic l e 

endangered. On tha aaae day t h l e not ice wae 

carved, 10 equattere were f ined for treepeeaing 

on K l i p f o n t o i n . end paid adaiaeion of g u i l t 

f l n e e . Tha t r l e l took plaoa on the 23rd . where 

the appl icat ion wee diealeaed by the aegie t ra to 

who aeid thet evidence d id not el low for 

f ind ing thet K l ip fon to in poeed a heel th 

hazard. Counael f o r the equettere eccuaed 

tha Alexandria po l ice a t a t l o n coaaender of 

aieleedlnQ the a a g l a t r e t e by aaylng that 

K l l p f o n t a l n had no water for doaeetlc uee, 

that there were no aanitery f e c l l i t i e o , end 

thet cr lae wee prevalent there . 

tCAB'e reeponee wee to uee the Bantu 

Truet and Land Act aga in . On 79.06.06 another 

K l ip fonto in oquct ter . aged 3 4 , end aar r led 

wi th two c h i l d r e n , wae found to be l i v i n g 

i l l e g e l l y on the f e r a , f ined Mbo (or 90 

daya) end ordered to leave wi th in e acnth. 
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At the t r j e l , i t aaerged thet the accueed 

wee e regietered eaployee of a Kenton bui ld ing 

contractor . According to t h l e employer, 

whan people froa K l ip fonto in were aovod to 

Glenaore, he got tha Board to aeke lend at 

Kenton evAlleble for hie workere. "However, 

Nlaale had been Inf luenced to etey on the 

Wore r » Q » i l t , 

*The focue on Kenton and Kl ip fonto in raaovale 

had, however, obecured whet wae happening in 

d i f f e r e n t porta of tha aeetern Cape where 

other people ware alao being eoved t o Glenaore, 

I t eaerged that CCAB had a f a i r l y wel l worked 

out and coaprehenelve plan to r id the eaatern 

Cape of ee aeny 'economically ineo t lve* 

people aa poaelb le . On 79 ,04 ,14 , Koch 

confiraed that CCAB wae focueelng on Coage 

aquattere (ebaut 50 f a a l l i a e ) , and notleee of 

raaoval ware aarved on 27 f a a l l l e e at the 

H l l l e i d e locat ion neer f o r t Beeufort , end 

f e a l l l e e ot ftiddledrlft. He addad that CCA8 

would be coneiderlng • • nuaber of depreeead 

eraae In the Ceetern Cape in turn and examining 

• the l i v i n g conditlone of block equettere end 

tha unemployed*, ( V P , 7 9 . 0 4 , 1 4 ) . Koch l e alao 

on record for proh ib i t ing an unemployeont 

aurvey in Grahaaetown'e townahipe* 

I t w«e l e t e r reported thet the equattere 

on the Fort Beeufort coaoonege would not be 

aovod to Glenaore, but rether to "now e l tee 

e ehort dietanca away I n tha Clakei and In 

townehipe cloee to Fort Beeufort* {CPH, 

7 9 , 0 4 . 1 9 ) * e very vogue e l t e r n e t l v e . 

At any r a t e , tha £P reported thet 30 

equatter f e a l l l e e l i v i n g in the Colcheeter 

araaa near Port E l izabeth on p r lve te land 

• i n unaat lefectory condit lone* hod given t h e i r 

concent t o ba aovod ( 7 9 , 0 4 , 1 B ) . The newapapere 



page 54 

the fo l lowing day said 20 or 32 reaillei hod 

elreedy been aoved. On the 79 .04 .23* thp 

CCAI paid i t would begin reaoving 1B0 f a a i l l e e 

froa Coage* where 100 hod olQned that they 

M M rilling t o aeve* 19 feed refueed* end "the 

root hod not boon contocted y e t " . I l l u o t r o t l n g 

elooo i n t e r e e t e o l a i l o r to thooo in tho 

Kenten - * l lp fon ta in n i e l l i , i t woo reported 

f r o * Coloheotcr thot tho owner of ono of tho 

proportloo equattere were on, vontod to bui ld 

o oiotol ttvere* whi le o white reeldent of tho 

Colctteeter v l l l o g o ceaplelned thot tho 

reaavel would coot aany eaployero* inc luding 

h l a e e l f * t h o l r eervanto. 

By 7 9 , 0 4 , 2 1 , tho CPH could report that 

300 f e a l l l e e hod boon eevad to Gleneore* 

although 30 were keen to ra turn to K l l p f e n t e l n * 

fol lowing tha ao t t lng oold* of t h a l t ev ic t ion 

nat lcoo on 79 .04 .12* ovon i f thoy hod t o faea 

proeecutien aga in . I t wee oloo reported that 

10 fami l ioo ot Tharnh l l l I n Alexendrie wore 

aoved to Glonsara an 7 9 . 0 4 , 2 0 . Ar t io lec 

dotod 79.04.24 paid t h a t 10 f f l f t i l loo I n 

Grehoaotown ogrood to bo a h l f t e d . f i n a l l y ay 

tho 79*04 .23 , I t wee announced thot 459 f e a l U e a 

wore at Glonaoro, end on £CAB o f f l e l o l aoid 

thot "oacept f o r a few o t r e g g l e r e * , o i l 

raaovalo under tha ourrant oporotion would 

coeaa. "Ho OMplelned that noorly o i l tho SCO 

teeporory houoao b u i l t ot Glona-ore wore f u l l 

and lorge-ocelo oquottar reaavale could only 

bagln whan tho f i r o t pernanent Glanaara hooaa 

eaaa on l ina - a t i l l ooao t l v o in tho f u t u r e * " 

raad tho EP ( 7 9 , 0 4 . 2 3 ) . 

Raaidonta at Glanaara U U r oald ooao of 

thaa did not know whet thay were doing whon 

thoy oignod conoonto t o r e n v o i , A SO-yoor 

o ld won oold ho put h la f i n g e r p r i n t on a piaca 

of poporf but d id not know whot i t woo. PfP 

ftp Lor iaar who v l o l t o d Gleneore, weakly oaid 

t h a t i f thora waro fu r tha r oo l ld proof* baeldee 

a f f i d e v l t e that removalt wara involuntary* ha 

would praoant thaa to tho n i n l o t a r t whoa ho 

thought would ba angry. 

Ona group of oquattaro not raawvod wara 

40 Rhode* Unlvere i ty otudanto who etaped a 

oyabolic protaot by erect ing a aaefc aquattar 

caap i n tha Univara l ty quadrangle. Caapad in 

co lour fu l t en to , wi th lcecreaae i n hand* tho 

atudont equattere oaid thoy wantad to focua 

o t tan t ion on tho reaovelo and quootlon tha 

relevance of Sauth Af r ican aducation i n 

daaling wi th aueh preblaae . Tha mnm n ight 

equot ended in an opan a i r aeotlng attended by4 

apout 400 etudente. A countor deaonetret lon 

at tha t i a a woo put an by f i v e law etudente 

who, i n beetere and ot r ipad b l u e r o , playod 

bawlo on tho loan and raol inad in daekohalra 

oipplng too brought by on obooauioua Afrloon 

i n whlta o l a t h l n g . Ona etueent lo tor oald ha 

woo t ry ing to ahow how good c o l o n i e l i e a waa. 

Condltiono ot Glonojara, 

On tha 79*04*12 , j o u r n a l i e t e wora taken 

on an o f f l o i o l tour of C l e n m r a . A eanlor CCAi 

o f f i c i a l t r ana la tad that two vaaen intarvlawad 

wara vary happy at Glanaara* Keen cemented 

-Ho bel lave that i n waving tho eovottere here 

we have ouccaodad i n bringing d igni ty to tha 

l l v a e of people who hove boon l i v i n g 

i n very unfavourable condl t leno." (CPH* 

7 9 . 0 4 . 1 3 ) . 

Glanaara reoldente c e r t a i n l y d id not a l l 

agree. Several o la laed that without Jobo or 

crops, ooao f a a i l i o e wore oterv ing . Only about 

30 aan hod Jobo at that otege* A nuaber 

deocribed hae they h * ° eernad aoney hoeing 

ehicory on farwo noor K l i p f o n t c i n , but wore 

now *oeking end borrowing*, fteeldento alao 

oaid t h a t tho wotor waa waking people i l l . 

There were coaplainto of dlarrheoa* vaa l t ing 

end blaody eteelo* and about puetuloo on 

ch i ldren* 

Jtemwed c la lae of hunger l e t e r aaergod 

again and reoldente oold no ra t iene ware 

being loeuad. Soae paranto coaplalned thot 

ch i ldren had owollon foot end otoaecho. A 

•pokeaaon fa r tho c l i n i c oold that no reoldente 

had coaplolnod there efceut hunger* and that 

there wee only one caaa of kwoohlorkor* but 

i t woe ohrehic end couldn't have e te r ted ( a l e ) 

at Clenwore. Lar iaar aiee oaid ha had gathered 

froai a f f l c l a l a t h a t tha health of tha paapla 

waa reasonable* 

There wara now 2 300 paapla a t Ciena*re 

end only 40 Jobo ot A3 o day. I t waa r e a a r t -

ad that only io< of 307 aan e*e aaked for 

work wara given jobs. 

, A eurvoy dona ay a Grahaaotown eaedeale* 

w r i t t e n up on 79.00 .14* found that l a 25 

naueeholdo there were 30 work-eeefcero* but 

only ona aaaa of a f e a l t y aaaber eapleyod at 

c i inaoro . I t a lee found thet tha Average 

.lncoae of 2S houOeheld* had f a l l e n f raa RAO 

a aanth to A27 a aanth* and that oevorel 

houeeholda had no eoeh lnaeae ot a i l * 

Tha f a l l I n inceae* oold the repor t * waa 

eoln ly beaauoo weaan who warked p e r t - t l a o had 

loot t h e i r oourcaa af lnceae, whi le aan had 

aleo loot eeployaant and were having to a l g r a t a . 

Aecrultaent f a r a igrant loaaur f o r Part 

C l l i ebe tn had bean e l g n l f l c o n t i n June* Put 

wagee would leave l i t t l e f a r imek l l l ed wefkare 

ta aend/brlng •haae". I r t t e raa t lng ly , the 

rapert n e U d that ease f a v i l l a a . M r * m 

aaaber hod found oaployaent in Glanaara with 

CCAI wara ba t te r e f f then b e f e n . At an 

Anglican eynod at t h i e t l a o * tha orchdoocon 
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of Hdenteane s«io that soma people M r * 

* * t l * f l * d i t G i t n i o n , *nd * * i d they had l i ved 

under worse conditions on forma. 

The ecedemic eurvcy raport add*d that 

•any femillmo had come f r o * w r e l orees whore 

they had supplemented t h e i r Income with l l v * -

atock and crops* and some had l l vsd e n t i r e l y 

by t h i a . I t ohould bs add*d that c e r l l o r 

raporta In the newspapers aald that atock 

deethe at Glenmor* umre evoroging twe a dey, 

from • • t i n g tha deadly tu lp p l a n t , common 

i n barren areas . On 7 9 . 0 6 . I t i t was reported 

that 25 af tha 100 c a t t l * had d i e d , and 

o f f ic ia ldom had ru l *d out compensation. 

Set t led eouattera begen to o u l t l v * t * 

garden* at Glenmera but I t wee raportad that 

tha archdeacon of ndonteene, mentioned above, 

not*d that tha chief at Glenmore wee not i n 

aympethy wi th a church a g r i c u l t u r a l pro ject on 

nearby land and eccuecd chia fa in gsnerol of 

greed, a ly ing nature and poseecaiveneee. 

nor* reports of bagging cava l n t and tha 

survey raport mentioned obove aald that 

n*ighboura war* shoring mhat thay had. Rations 

war* provided in tha f l r a t few day** but 

dr ied up to n a i l por t ion* * f weolle meal 

for only a few bmnmficleriee* So** of tha 

2*0 o ld aga penelenerev I t wae raportad In 

tha survey, had obtained c r e d i t , whi le C O M 

had to t r e v e l to t h e i r old hoeee to co l l ec t 

panaiona. Thia p a r a l l e l e d the 20Oke round 

t r i p that mi* K l lp fen te ln raaidanta had had to 

melee et a coet of * *6 to c o l l e c t t h e i r 

penelona ( M S every two montho) which mere 

being peid out * t C l a m o r * ( 7 9 . 0 6 . 0 8 ) * 

At the t l e o when the Glenmora population 

reached 3 000* reeldento began to complain of 

tha cold« l e t i n by gape between the aabeetoa 

roofa and the topa of the we l le . The t o t e l 

of e l l t h e M condit ions * a t a r l e l l e e d on 79.06.07 

when newapMora r*port*d that there hed been 

11 daetha at Glenmore, 9 being ch i ldren* who 

had died of g e e t r o - m n t e r i t i e , kidney inflamma

t i o n , kweehiorkor, and bronchial pneumonic. 

CCAB immedietsly aald that the deethe 

could alao have occurred at K l lp fonte ln ( t h i a 

cleehoa wi th the o f f i c l e l etateeenta to 

Larimer that tha heal th of tha people wee 

reeaonable on 7 9 . 0 5 * 1 0 ) . They fu r the r 

aeid that the deatha were not the respons ib i l i t y 

of tha Department of Co-operetlon end Develop

ment, but of t h * Ompertment of Heelth and the 

O i a t r i e t Surgeon. Tha PfP'a raaot len wee thet 

they were invoot iget lng whether t h * daetha 

were alart f lng* They had "no way of knowing 

whether the deethe are ueuel for th ia type 

of r u r e l tfoeeunity"* ( I f i t ' s tha n a n * i t ' a 

OK - euthdr) The Black Sseh, however, aald 

tha deatha were the pr ice of r e a e t t l e * e n t * 

The fooponee of the scedemic committee 

i n Grehamjtown, t h * Glenmore Action Group* waa 

to orgeniae tha World Vision re l ig ious group 

t o sponsor 2 000 kg of food eoch meek for 

four weeks, to be d i o t r i b u t e d to 200 Glenmore 

f o m l l l e * . 

The whi t * farmers1 aeeoclat ion i n tha 

Glenmore area then began to reac t , caking for 

Glenmore to be moved to V i c t o r i a Eoet. Koch 

of CCA0 rwected i n Pontlua P i l a t e fash ion , 

ssy ing , " I f you want tha a l t e chenged you 

must ect now. I ' v e no euthor l ty to change tha 

e l t e . I * * Juat the Govsrnment's agent. 8ut 

i f you hope to echleve th ia you must not 

doloy* . (CPH* 7 9 . 0 6 . 1 6 ) . A apokeaean Tor the 

fa reera aald they had received l i t t l e 

information on the resett lement but new under-* 

atood that "Glenmore haa bacom* I n d i r e c t l y • 

dumping ground for paopla r**ovad from other 

problem (a le * author) arose , a Another 

e l t a r n o t i v e waa than auggeatad in the preae 

by a Rhodea Agr icu l tu ra l Economics academic 

whoM recommendations, i f implemented, would 

have r i d the Glsnmors farmera of other 

fermere' problema they had i n h e r i t e d . He 

noted that farmera north of Grahaaatown 

needed caaual labour to work Jointed oeotue, 

whi le to the eouth aeaaonal workere were 

nosded te pick chicory end pick plneapplee. 

. Hla anawar than mae to propoae Crehmmstawn ea 

• the be t te r centre from which te drew 

aeeponal workere. In my opinion Glenmere 

l a Juat n o t . * f o r obvloue reeaona, the atate 

howtver prefere r u r a l to urban aluma and I t 

i e uh l i ke ly Glenmore w i l l b* moved* Of 

i n t a r e e t to note l a that deaplte t h e i r 

reluctance to eocept Glenmore, loca l farmsrs 

are benevolently o f fer ing employment to some 

unemployed at the town, one p a r t i c u l a r farmer 

waa p a r t i c u l a r l y annoysd beceuse he could 

get only 20 of SO vscsnolee f i l l e d et C l e m e n 

for * Job which involved picking cebbagaa et 

2c a kg for e 10-hour day (which a t moat could 

* earn workere R1,20 a day)v and whioh eleo 

involved a t a r t l n g et OShOO in the middle ef 

w i n t e r . 

(Thia l a t t e r Inc ident prediotmbly led te 

e g rea t ergument en the l i b e r e l Glenmore 

Action Group committee. Some ( l i b e r a l ) 

moebera argued that tha feod handouta organised 

by them mere meking Glenmore recldents l a i y 

end chooey). 

No ggncluf lon. 

When the f u l l - c c e l e remevele w i l l begin 

propably svel te the e rec t ion of the reat of 

the town, which te data haa hardly got under 

mcy* Ind icat ions a re , however, thet EGAS haa 

a long-term removel p len* and the chop w i l l 
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probably f e l l f i r s t on t h o u creoa where cleeo 

ln toreote deeend reaovel , whore roeietanoe 

i t lowoet, where reaovole can proceed in 

In o eurpr le ingly i n s i g h t f u l feature 

a r t i c l e i n tho £PH, doted 7 9 . 0 6 . 0 6 , on 

h l a t o r l c o l oxplonotion of eauett ing wee given 

i n torae of tho South African p o l i t i c a l 

ecenoay and l t a correepondlng l e g i e l a t i o n . 

Tho o r t i o l o quoted • 1967 government d i rec t ive 

which foadi 

I t l o Government pol icy thot Bantu oro 
only temporari ly rooidont i n European 
orooa of tho Republic for ao long OO 
thoy o f f a r t h a l r labour there . Ae ooon 
oo thoy bocoao no longer f i t for work 
or ouperfluoue i n the labour aorkot thoy 
oro expected t o raturn to t h e i r country 
of o r i g i n or to tho t o r r l t a r y or not ional 
uni t whore thay f i t i n e t h n i c a l l y . 

Tha o r t i o l a notad f i n a l l y that 'unproductive 

Oentu* include tho aged, u n f i t , aldoaov fara 

workere who bacaaa auparfluoua end equottorc. 

With tha currant ayotaa of production and 

cloaa r e l a t i o n e . I n South Af r ica 1979, th la 

l a l i k e l y to bo tho future pattern of tha 

• • a t o m Capot -

CONSCIOUSNESS, CLASS 
STRUGGLE AND BLACK' 
PERIODICALS IN SIUTH 
AFRICA 

THC ISSUE in l e f t - l i b e r a l debate about the 

Cnglieh-lenguege proae in South Afr ica l a 

uauolly ahothor th ia M d i a l a g l t l a i a o e tho 

ayatea, or whether i t acta aa e watchdog. 

At a baaio l e v e l , thoae oppoaing vlowa 

hove oortoin uaaav but t h e i r " e i t h e r / o r " 

character, and the vegucneee of worde l i k e 

l e g l t i a i e e r and ayatea, eerve to l i o i t rathar 

than advance undoretanoing. And i t i e on I n -

depth undorotendlng which l e required f a r 

enelyalng Cngllah publ lcat lona aiaad o t o 

block oudlonco* I t 1% here thot opec i f lo 

quaatlone of exactly what l a being oppoeed, 

whet i e being l a g l t i a ( a a d v ond f roa what 

etOAdaolntt a l l ra loe theaeelvee aoat f e r c e -

f u l l y , 

Thia a r t i c l e , however, i e not an i n -

depth onelyale of the 'black* aad ie . I t i e 

only e b r i e f guide to , and review o f , aoao 

black per iod loa lo - I t ro leec, *novertheleeo, 

aoaa laauea about tha t h e o r e t i c a l and p e l i t l e e l 

a lgnl f icanca of thaaa journala* I f eecurl ty 

t r i a l * point to eapecta of reeletance i n 

SA, then bleok per iod ica l * era lnd icatore of 

aoaa countcr -c t ra tegiee of e tete end c e p l t e l 

for aeneglng the c o n f l i c t . In genera l , end 

betwean thea, block per lodlce le r e f l e c t I n 

aicrocoea the etrugglee for tha conaciouaneee 

of the aeeaeei etrugglo wa£Jec at 

t h l e h i e t o r i c e l Juncture anion hoe eeveral 

iapor tant faeturaet 

1 ) The f i r e t aepeot of the preeent conjuncture 

i e the nobulouaneee l e f t by the banning of 

block coneclouanaaa oe orgeniead ideology. 

Cut ehort i n l t a organlaod dovolopaent, 

bleok coneeiouenaee - #roolaaly bocauae of 

l t e pet ty bourgoolo er ig ine end aojor etraeo 

on black l i b e r a t i o n - nee not yet feroed e 

d e f i n i t e l i n e en aoaen'o or cleee l i b e r a t i o n . 

I t i e a l t h regerd ta thaeo leeuee thet the 

coneoiouanoaa eonteet i e being waged* wi th 

tha black per lodlce le cenat i tu t ing a a e j e r 

weepon in the ereonel af claae eaalnat ion* 

2} The eocond aeeact of the proeant conjunc

t u r e , i e the e ta te 'o l n t e r e e t l a black aadie 

baaidea tha t r a d i t i o n a l lledlo Bantu. Beeltfoe 

l t e eeeoclotlon with Peea eagexlne, Hot lona l le t 

HP1a haae recent ly bean eapKaalalng tha 

"urgent nead" f o r e black t e l e v l c i e n aervice 

to which tho government ehould give "high 

p r i o r i t y " (Doi ly Diepeteh, 7 9 . 0 5 . 2 6 ) . Fur ther , 

tha Eraemue Coaalealon reeaat ly feund that 

f l l a e aada by Hayna f i l a e — a aojor aource 

of f l l a e aiaad a t blacka - were per t of 

projeote undertaken on baholf of the Deperteent 

• of I n f e r a a t l o n by the notorioua Jan Van Z y l 

a lber ta (Sunday Poet, 79 .06 . ? * ) • 

3 ) The t h i r d iapor tant contextual footer l a 

the change in reoont yaere i n tho urfeen p o l l t -

l o e l ena econaaic e l t u e t i e n * Ae evidenced by 

the Rlekort Caaalaelont tha 9* -yoer laaeee, 

tha Urban Foundation, e t c , there ere new 

etrong praeauree f o r tha creation af an 

African urben labour orletocrocy which would 

provide the e k l l l e and aarkate needed by 

eenufocturlng c a p i t a l . One aere ly hae to leak 

at aerfcotlng publ icat lone in SA l i k e C ler ion , 

and tha fterket Pteaaerch luroau papere, to eee 

the atreae ceaaerce i e p iec ing on the "block" 

a a r k e t . A black aarket lng couneellar f o r tha 



Ihereisnosuch 
asTheKadk 
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WwiM M * * - . 

WeatMc<^nn-Eritk*on 
brucve there m no tuch thutf Bl 

What there * r r > South Airka, 

the total population, and tha 
proportion • rjowrug rapidry. 
Wt are not one "market ' any 
more than Whi io art oat 

W W * y w t*n to WbJa» M b 

Siaftea your target market -
UorAaHfcaamipcaLifif . 
or poor, old or your* H 

exxuervaave or pragresaivc, d r y 
owrlkrs or F i w S U I T fanm 
You surely do oot | M B I of Jan 
one lunapof dough and call it 
the White market. 
T V Blacks to whom you w a n 
u>tefl BM evert rnotr diverse* by 
Language» heritage, ipofraphy. 
affluence* wpliBbcauon and 
Mpinitioo. 

l i t only common (actor among 
all our numbers a change - a 
constant moveffkCTtt up the 
ladder of devdopsnent and the 
tomraon cry, "What was good 
enough for my grandfather tsn'i 

Cri r rn>ui;h for me**. 
evidence of thai change we 

know that Blacks account now 
lur 73% of the country** soft 
drink craiumptiont 6 0 % of 
beer, *>•% of lobnecA 5 0 % of 
drtf mmk 40% of dothing and 
tbotwcar,and40%of 
expcncblurc on food. Wr know 
thai more and more B U c b are 
ihopning m the uipermarteia, 
more aspire to own can, and 
cha I in lifestyle many Mpht u> 
and emulate that of the S a c k 
American. 

Rev-arch can help to keep in 
aorrau c/»U the change* but 
they are IO rapid that research 

| can only be irur far one point in 
tm\r. Research MM to be 
on-going aad continuoua iT -<• 
are to keep abreaai of the many 
mythi that abound about our 
peoples - mylha that are both 
ancient and modern. 
For instance there is a modem 
myth thai with substantial 
mcreaaa in wage* the waft gap 
nruurowinsr and that Back) 
arr better on. At that nsornrat in 
lime t h H n lifnpty not true -
unemployment. inAadon and 
GST very rapidry nogate any 
increases, However* what the 
current aituaacn dors do at to 
reinforce the anbrnt tniiht that 
the Black people ihop far 
quality and real value and more 
and more Black shoppers 
dtujaBd to be rtupeckd. 
Ai McCann there is a dictum 
that rrauirn that aS of m 
should 'know, rrapeci and acrve 
the coruumcr** whatever hat or 
her colour, age or affluence* 1 
like ihrt dictum, especially at it 
applies io our BLara pecraW 
Unfonururtcty wc arr difficult 
to know aad undVmand We rlo 
not belies v that there are 
"experts" in knowrng us hut we 
do luggnt that v o e m m c 
H U N T i.. (|ualiryinc for the title 
than othrtv What s more, u e 
i i a n n t that you can't gel near 
to being an rapert" on the 
Btack people unlets you live 
with us, raperirncc our lii>-
it v Jrs. speak * "ir lan^u JSJV^ and 
•hare our anpiratsooa. Unlr-» 
yuu are Btack; in Lact* 
T n a t « whv at McCann we 
ulithr Hack people to create 
advrrttting on behalf of our 
CbenUs u» help in denning and 
undmunrhns* who may he our 
beatc^ru^imer^ioielmnur 

modeh and voices K> match the 
pcraonahty of the product, to 
produce our commefciak to 
originate our copy in the 
relevant vcrruKulan and to act 
u resrular consul tana to 
crea uvet media and ciient 
icrvice oepanrnenu, aa well aa 
to CI iemi. And we u*t Black 
peraonnH to conduct research 
arnongst crmnimen io enaurr 
that we are on targrL 
We encourage our White 
pertonnd to rnaintaki cloar and 
rrcquent contact with the Black 
peopk through monthly group 
viaiat to SowetO and through 
periodic get torethcri at tahich 
Baack dignitahea m the field* of 
commpn-r, media, research and 

Kr i a air and eaxhaatge view*, 
l constant quest io rernain 

Bbreast of a rapufiy -changing 
rnvironrnent, together with 
more than 25 y e a n of 
experience of *ucces*A*ttv 
maracting many of South 
Africa^ Iracting rjranesi to the 
Black pcopiCt iJoesn't make ui 
eapertx But it doea enaure that 
w* are know l a j W I h »orJ 
revponvbry co^ipoed » handk 
the chaHrngv and potrntiah 
aataajaca led bv the many 
diftrrrnt Black propleaof 

.S-^jihAfm* 
lliert1 may br no BUck Market 

persr, but the importance c*f the 
Hack peook io the South 
Alrican ackrrtvvr it aacrrwtuvg 
at a tremendous ratr. 
McCantv Erickaon • aware of 
thk and ti in constant contact 
with them, and we aapirr to 
grow with then . 
If you would like to know more 
of our approach and capenencc 
in chit area ptesur tetepnone or 
writr to me or to our Xlanagwui 
Director, Michael Tnornaaat 

I I rJ i -mnnlmnr 3 0 - 4 1 4 1 

M^Iaim-EMssQQ 
Gtraving t h n x ^ prcfessioiiaiism 

paga S7 

ncCanrwCriokaon a r j v a r t l a i n g agancyfl f o r 

a x a « p l a v notag t h a t blacfca account f o r 7S^ o f 

t h a c o u n t r y ' s a o f t d r i n k c o n a u a p t l o n , BOX 

of b i s r , 54J{ o f tobacco* so* of d a t a r g a n t a f 

AQ% o f c l o t h i n g and f o o t w a a r * and 4 0 1 of 

a x p a n d i t u r a on food* Ha adda, " » • knoat t h a t 

ajoru and a o r a Blacks a r a ahopplrtg i n t h a 

a u p a r v a r h a t a t a o r * a a p l r a t o own c a r a . and t h a t 

i n l i f a a t y l a ajany a a p l r a t o aujulata t h a t a f 

t h a B lack Aaiarloori** Ha haa a i a l l a r l y addad 

on a n o t h a r a c c a a i o n t h a t t f n i r a l a an a n o n o u a 

b laek a a r k a t v a i t i n g on Barscataara vfto had t h a 

pottar o f g i v i n g b l a c k a "a nan a o c l a l o u t l o o k * 

by r a l a i n g t h a i r c u l t u r a l a t a n d l n g th rough t h a 

p roduc ta thay a-ada a u a l l a b l a v and t h a way 

thaaa vara a a l d t o b l a c k a * 

Tha 3 V a l t a r Thoopaon ogancy a l a i l a r l y 

n o t a a t h a t t h o r a a r a aora b l a e k afhiaky d r l n k a r a 

than arttltBi a o r a b l a o k a uaa d a a d o r a n t a . T h a i r 

B lack C o M u n l c a t l o n g U n i t " l in fca tha houaat t l fa 

i n T a t b i a a t o tha c o p y t i r l t a r i n t h a C a r l t o n 

C o n t r a * . M f you v o n t to a a l l - • a n y t h i n g . 

a O Boa 309. a W t f l r M K I ft» 
Tot 663-51 24 k 603^170 



w h i t e oan« you 'd b e t t e r knot) w h i t y o u ' n t o l k i n Q 

a b o u t , " i o t h e i r «ggro, c o n e u a o r i e t t b lack 

c s m c i o j i n f t i i U n a , 

'um t h i n k a h e ' e l o o k i n g - o r . o t t r a c t l v a 

every d a y " , i t tho w n l o f S S C M i L i n t e e . 

• s h » " u • J u e t one of tho n i u i o n i o f b l o c k 

houeovivee i n South A f r i c a . Who t o g e t h e r 

coaaand an onnuol purehoeinQ D C * I T o f n e a r l y 

f l v o thoueand M i l l i o n r * n o " . 

G e n e r a l rooorke about tho a o d l o i n c a p i t a l i s t 

a o c i a t y . 

Aodlo thoory hoa a l a e y e o t r o o a a d hot* tho 

a o d l o i n f l u e n c e ideo logy and honoo e o c l e t y * 

So such «o. t h a t i t hoa tondod t o vero.e on 

l d e e l l e e . I n t h l a « I t l a a k i n t o o o c l o l o e y I n 

aaolng a t t i t u d e * , v i l u n , r o l o o v n o r a e t e t c * 

oo p r i a o r y oauoal f a o t o r o v w i t h o u t l o o k i n g o t 

tho M r o g o n o r o l conceeaUtante o f t h o a o * Sut 

w h i l e i t uou ld bo vrong t o a t r o a a tho a o d l o 

oa oouool oQoncy w i t h o u t c o n o l d e r l n g tho 

f o r o o o t h a t ehape tho a e t f i e l t o s l f , i t l a 

t h i a f l r a t aapact v h l c h a u a t bo o t u d i o d to 

BOO tha r o l o of tho a o d l o i n e o c l e t y * 

A g a i n s t i d e e l i o a , aany hove o t r o a a o d t h a t 

beh ind i d e o l o g y l i o a o t o r l o l f o r c o o . n o t o r i a l 

horo i o o f t o n ( o r a o n a o u a l y ) OQuotod w i t h 

o c o n o a l c . Ono ahould n o t * , however , aa 

Reyeond V l l l l a a a p o l n t o ou t * t h a t IdooloQy 

l t o o l f t a k a a o a t o r l a l focaa I n l a n g u a g e , 

laa^oa and p r i n t * and cannot e x i e t w i t h o u t 

t h e e o . O b v i o u e l y , thoao i d o o l o g i o o l a a t a r i a l 

f o r a o t r i l l bo r o l o t o d t o oconoaic a a t a r i a l 

f o r o a , but thoy aro not tho aaao t h i n g * 

At a o a t baa ic l e v e l , tho l d o o l o g l c o l a o t o r l o l 

f o r a o aro c o n d i t i o n e d by tho development of 

t e c h n o l o g y . r u r t h o r t o f c o u n t , tho i d e o l o g i 

c a l a o t o r l o l f o r a o a r o c o n d i t i o n e d by t h e 

econowlc a o o l a l r e l o t i o n a w i t h i n which thoy 

And who you are talking Io. 
Neany 70% ol Hack South Afncans 

are u r W f t e a g e o f X The* lifestyle t& 
changing Their hadrts their heroes 
the way they ta* thjnkandojel 

Ail is changing raster and nxxe 
d/amakcatty (nan ̂ m before 

M J . Water Thompson we mo/vie 
mese (Ganges Arrt attempt io under 
stand inem 

We ha^e a &ack Commumcabons 
Unrt thai hnks »he housewle to Terntwa 
to the cooywriter kl the Canon Centre 

We have ttock creative people who 
do not t rancM they communicate 
»n the* own w*y Io their own people 

Arid wo have BocAroeoorchers 
whohaKj aaanlhe raw nerve exposed. 

tn addojon to research on motor 
brands reeeerch in the homelands, wo 
havecorOucteda 3oooooi»ticii aiwuda 
study and are about to research 
corporate imaoes 

* X J may ask-« aH thts necessary^ 
The DaJCfe ocoorturtrty <s huge 

aJreaovihereatenwerjUcKwtiskY 

dnnkeni ihan whrte. more ttsck u»r* 
o* deodorants, more ttacks with bar* 
sai*nn5acoouna; 

And we how noOQPJH) this 
opooriunity with brand leaden such m 
Lux Eno. Mansiay. Lion Lager. Cobra 
Qronorpe and Barclays 

v * vo been atte to communicate 
Because wore bogmnrng to understand 

JWIUERTHOMPSOS 

'Ifvou want to sell me 
tiything, white m;in,\ouil better know 

what voure talking a!* >ut' 

/ * 

^ 

.i^fe** , < * ^ 

-va i r ' ^TeceW 1 

iJort: 

fled 

, - * * « ' 

.e^rtSS**** 
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• n l o c t t s d . But b«c*u»i n«i t r r * r ideology 

nor iconony L» • U t i c , th#r« i t n d i i l i o t l e a l 

d i v * l » » « n t w i th in »a*h» %t\6 batman t h a - . 

A H t h i i i U M ua to lnvaat iga ta tbo 

points which O H control to undaratandlftQ of 

c o n f l i c t i n South A f r i c a . 
1 . Oatpi ta th0 do^ootlc aaaar t lant of 

ooiio a a r x i t t a n a l y t t i , tho a t r u o t u r a l con t ra 

d i c t i o n batvaan c a p i t a l and labour I t not 

enough to product l M # d l a t a l y c l a a t c o n f l i c t 

and t t r u g g l s t * JUthaf* aconoalc a o c i t l 

r a l a t i o n a and axparlanca auat ba aadiotad by 

Idaology, Thuat objact ivs contrad ic t ion only 

bacoaot tub jac t ivo c o n f l i c t whan aat in 

r a l a t i o n to ooaa idaology, ind p a r t i c u l a r l y a 

aoral code about what l a good* d a a l n M a and 

f a i r . Tha i n t a r a a t l n g thing about c a p l t a l l a t 

aociol ra la t iona l a t h i t thay oaaa to ' c r a a t a ' 

aubjoctivo • ipacto of idaology which contradict 

wi th r e a l i t y * One could point* for axaapla, 

a t tha cont rad ic t ion batween tha Idaology of 

• qual i ty of coaaodity a v m n on tha aorkat 

placa and tha r a a l l t y of tha dapandanca of 

ownara of labour powar on ownera of c a p i t a l 

( tha oaane of product ion)- Anothat axaapla 

of an aapact of idaolo4Y which c a p l t a l l a a 

craataa but cannot f u l f i l ( thus generatir>g 

d l a a a t i a f a c t i o n and c o n f l i c t ) l a avidant i n 

advar t l a ing . 

Tha naoaaalty for c a p l t a l l a a to keap on 

t a i l i n g , raqulraa • • k i n g tha aarkat parpatual ly 

d l a a a t l a f l a d with I t a currant conauaption. 

Yet at the aaae t l a a aa doing t h l a t advar t la ing 

proalaea a new oa t i e fec t ion - which, aga in , i t 

can never peraanantly f u l f i l * TMa can work 

on two l e v e l a . On the one handt for thoea * 

whoae e t ruc tura l locat ion l l a l t a t h e i r 

capacity to coneuae, d l a t a t l s f a c t i o n l a aet up 

aa people ere prevented froa achieving what lo 

held to ba aoc ia l ly dee l rab le . The aorel 

atandard here l a taken aa ea t le fae t lon 

through conauaerlaa. On the other handv aany 

who experience conauaeriaa d i r e c t l y or a t cloae 

hand dlacover that e a t l e f a e t l o n l a not 

achieved. Tha aore l etandard here l e e t l l l 

that a a t i e f e c t i o n l a dee l reb le t but the aeane 

of conauaeriaa aay ba ra jac ted . (Of courae 

thaee two o l te rnet lvoc *?o not d l a t i n c t or 

autue l ly excluaive in r a a l l t y ) . 

Thle rother a l a p l l e t i c axaaple daaon»tca-

- tea both the intarconnactione batween economy 

end ideology, and tha c ' n t r e l l t y of ideology 

for the exlatance end type of claaa c o n f l i c t * 

2 . Tha eecond aajor point i n underetano-

ing c o n f l i c t i n SA l a itiiare the aedie f i t 

in to the raaarka aede above* I t l e i n tha 

eyataaet lc fo raa t ion and dieaealnat ion of 

baalc aora l codec and aepecta of Ideology 

that the aedla are re levant . I t hae alwaye 

been e bealc e c i e n t l f l c propoai t ion that 

huaen conaciouanaaa l e doteraincd by huaan 

prexla and a a t e r l e l environaent. Bearing in 

a ind that t h l e a a t a r i e l anvir tnaent l a not only 

econoalc, but conteina ideologica l a a t e r l a l 

f o r a a , i t l a tn ia l e t t e r aepect of the 

* ' * • ." * 

Wfe think shes loddng 
more attractive every day 

She's just one of the millions of black housewives in South Africa. 
W h o together command an annual purchasing power of nearly five 
thousand million rand. Within 3 years, it'll be six. 

So her income is growing at a far more attractive rate than the white 
market's. 

At SSC& B Lintas, our planning is geared to the growth of the black market. 
Black executives within our marketing department give us grass roots guidance. 
Our creative work isno< simply an an>erximent of the white campaign. 
It's initiated by a black creative supervisor specifically for t h a market. And lastly 
there's a Mac* research team to monitor consumers' responses. W e don't 
believe that half measures are any w a y to tackle Ihe fastest-growing market 

SSGSB: LINTAS 
W O R L D - W I D E ADVERTIS ING 



anvirorviant which baco»aa antandad with tha 

growth of coeaunlcatlon. ftaai U f a axparianci 

bacoaaa in ta rpra tad in to «aaning in a 

c u l t u r a l and vora l conaclouanaaa fa r widar 

than locol laad group va lu ta . Aa C Wright 

lUJ 

ax latanct now atanda tha nadia* Claaa 

c o n f l i c t than «uat ndt only ba aaan in tarna 

of tha idaology asaociotad wi th tha factory 

f l o o r , but against a t a r widar ldaologlca l 

background, without tha " O i l , conauworlat 

a i p l r a t l o n a and coac^*»ltant atrugglaa would 

hardly ba abla to davalop aa atrongly at tnay 

do. In tha advar t la ing axaapla u n t l o n a d abova, 

tha aadia anablaa tha workinga. of cap i ta l l aa 

aa a whola ( l a , tha a f foc ta of competition 

batwaan l t a p a r t a ) * t o &a rapraaantad in 

ldaologlca l i i a t a r l a l foraa which paraaata 

aach i n d i v i d u a l , uni t ing his wi th othara in 

a coaaon a u b j a c t i v l t y - Tha i n t e r a c t i o n of 

th la conon a u b j a c t l v i t y wi th a aharad 

o b j a c t l v i t y (ag involvement In tha aerfcet aa 

a workar) l a what givoa r l aa to claaa 

conaelouanaaa and for *e of c o n f l i c t . 

Tha aed la , than, br ing tha idaology of 

tha whola to l t a ind iv idua l par ta . I n doing 
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The new Black magazine that moves with the times. 

* • ' 

th ia B i t craataa what Granaci teraod "abetrect 

coneciouaneoa" which aixaa wi th an i n d l v i d u a l ' a 

• e l t u a t l o n e l conaelouanaaa" - o f tan In a 

contradictory way. In th ia ro la v tha e e d l a ' a 

d a f l n i t i o n (not a r b i t r a r y t but alao not tha 

raau l t of a conaplracy) of what i a t wtiot l a 

Important , what i a r igh t and what i a daa i rab la , 

i a cant ra l to tha d l radt ion of d laaa t la tao t lon 

in to r a f o r o i a t and ravPlutlonary channala of 

varloua typaa* I f ona baliavaa that elaaa 

l l b a r a t l o n and hu«an r t J i f l l l u n t in 5A doaa 

not aqual a lddla claaa oonau«iarla«t «nd uaaa 

th la aa a d lu ld lng l i n * for conaarvatlva and 

ravolutlonary» than c a r t a l n aaaajingiy rad ica l 

black par iodlca la (aa i n t h a l r a t t l t u d a a to 

wowin'i l i b a r a t i o n ) ard profoundly contarva-

t i v a . Tha avaluat lon pf tha par iodlca la 

in tha naxt aaotlonp i # in tha f i n a l analyala 



b i i i o on t h i e c r l t i r i o n i a ldt i le c l taa 

conauaerlaa. Racial n ^ t c u of apar the id , 

and t reotaont of woaen w i l l . however, eleo be 

looked a t . 

Tha black oor iod lco la . 

I n t h e i r aguabble over which i a tha eore 

euthnet lc rapraaantat lva of "black South 

A f r i ca * a" aep l re t lone* tha running b a t t l a 

betvaan Ptea and Orue haa overahedowed tha 

aslataftca of othar eeabore of tha apectrua* 

I eQall not daal wi th tha nuaeroue eoceer 

aegai inee aiaed at b lecka , nofr photo co»lc . 

booka or newepepere I l k a yeice and Tha Nat ion. 

Orue, Bone, H i t and Paea ere tha aegatlnea 

enalyecdi but there ara a thara I l k a True Lova 

w i t h c i r c u l a t i o n of 50 000 which ahouldn>t 

ba Ignorad* 

MaaV 
Thla l a tha hlQhaat c i r c u l a t i o n black p a r i o d i -

c a l ( l a t a a t f lguraa ara 1B* 391 par iaaua for 

3uly-0eceaber 19TB). "It eppoora in Cngllch 

and alaa in vernacular a d i t l o n a . I t a aalaa 

ara ineraaalng rap id ly * gaining 52 000 

during th« above par lod . I t i a publlahad by 

Republlkclneo Para* who alao publlah Scope* 

lha th lckaat of tha black par lodlca la on tha 

a a r k e t . I t ooata 20o« 

In taraa of a laaat a l l c r i t e r i a . I t l a 

a vary conaervatlva publ icat ion — egalnet 

which Orua and Pace appear Far L e f t . La t te ra 

to tha ed i to r e laaat un l fo re ly c r l t l c l a a the 

breakdown of t r a d i t i o n a l d i e c l p l i n e and the 

behaviour of the young black generat ion . 

A representat ive la tue (3uno. 1979) had an 

a r t i c l e on t r a d i t i o n In Bantuatan p o l i t i c * , 

end a fae ture on Venpe, " land of ft'oglc*. 

Thla l a t t e r reodt 
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I t i a not aurpr la lng , there fore , thet 
tha Venda people ere auch a happy net lont 
alwaye ainging and dancing, t h e i r aualc 
f i l l i n g tha a i r . They ara glad to ba 
a l i v e and l i v i n g In t h e i r b e a u t i f u l 
l a n d * . * Thaaa paopla are preparing for 
t h e i r Independence in auch a way that 
t h e i r rewerd can only ba a aucceee. 

There l a alee a f a e t u r e en tha fa ther of 

Radio Bantu. 

On glaaour and conauaerlaa, there i a a 

feature on e block olnger . e gaabling t r i p to 

Reeerut and a Stelianboech fe raere winery 

outing for aoaa of 5oweto*e ahebean ownara* 

-Ay f i g h t for rreadoe- l a a dreaet lecd 

(and e l l e g o r i o e l ) atory ebout a Neaiblen 

e x i l e working non-v lo lont ly f o r Independence 

(Shipenge?), whleh l a praaanted ae a e a i * 

f a c t u a l . Bead thaee two osttrecte for a 

faac inat lng b i t of b la tan t propaganda) 

Tha 
tawerda Kueime 

imfury. 
rnavif my trinaa^ you 

onlv.1 

tha raw vwaafcy on the 
mane breath. 

I h a v a 
cpwtawa 

of your can Tight hare. 
Yew wtBrwjvwaee the light 
ofdoyaaeini" 

NUOO and MM n SWAPO 

"SWAPO". thoughi 
Kueimo. Tha South Waal 
Afncan PcopJc'a Orga-
raaauen. A paleeel yoop 

viotanea and 
A froup 

had 

by fore* m South Weat 
Afnca. Kuatma knew thay 
cared nothtng tor tha *aet-
mga at the peeefta. Ha 
anew there wee orwy ona 
anewer ha ooutd a m 

"My hgM WJ for my 

wraverarty exam erwj pat 
h*a degree, but even more 

> that ha 
haw taat hta 

moving WJVMK oa 
M l Ineepandanca. What 

he had bean aawmg lor 
wee at long, long taal 

ia ntalry 

I I 
never jom SWAPO . . . 
navarf" 

Tha governor poured 

than turned to f 

ttttl to 
howrever The v*> 

lance ol tha SWAPO ler-
roratt van alii to ahock 
ttwj antfra population ef 
South* Waal Africa* and 
oviliaed paopla through-
out the work). Chief Cfc 
mem Kepuuo vree atu-
tatlf and coU-bloodedry 
murdarad by a cowardly 
gang of SWAPO terroriati 

m the Mlla shop *m»ch ha 
owned It waa a brutal and 
ditgiMing act In Ntw 
YonX Kuavna could not ba-
wave it Hia old achool-
muter. Friend and leader. 
oaodi Ha blood b o i M 
"SWAPO" he thoughi. 
"Hereleomeniahowyou 
wnera you belongr 

Tanaa had ohanpad 
oratt<*\\v in South Waot 
Africa by now. and Kuaima 

to return home 
a t T. S i• v n, tha 

Admmeareiof-Generel of 
South Weat Africa, toU 
him ha oould oome back 
vath plaaaure. The coun-
ary needed paopla lea him, 

rue' heart Kuaaaa clknbad 
lelaattatandaoon 

10 m»ny. 
many yeera. back home in 
the country he loved ao 
daerty. It waa pood, very 
pood, but he had work to 
do. A long road anil hay 

Tr* Heroro*. his own 

aae him home again. They 
knew of the terrible 
firuggfai he had pom 
through, and had no doubt 
in the* mtnda aa to who 
waa to toeow thaw be
hoved Oamena Kepuuo. • 
none othar man Chief 
Kuaima IHrwaaa. They 
vtacted Mm aa ttwar new 
iaadar ond chief, Imowmg 
thai thay could aafaty 
plaoo mak future In Ma 
hefle*. A proud momentl 

A l l t h l a l a not vary o u t r t l e and l a u n l i k e l y t o 

f o o l o r appea l t o b lack conaclouanaaa a l e a e n t e * 

but Bone'a l a r g e r e a d e r a h i p can n o t be f o r g o t -

T h e n d l t e woaen'a a u p p l a a e n t f e e t u t e a 

e l i t e waaen t r e o i p e a * e t c * ee w a l l ae e l e t h e e 

p r i c e d between B90 end K200« 

Hitt 
H i t la 50 pegea long on non-gloeo peper and 

ooata 21c* I t l a owned by A f r i - c o a l e e (e 

Ven Zyl Alberto coapany)# and hae a c i r c u l a t i o n 

of 86 ,000 . 

a recent a d i t o r l a l alaaa Hotlane for 

coaplalnlng to newapapera but rafualng to 

aerve on Koornhof'a urban black c o a a l t t a a . 
nye have been c a l l i n g for a voice eo i t aeeee 

r ld lcu loua to gag ouraalvea whan wa get the 

chance to uaa l t l " . Mot unexpectedly, l e t t e r a 

are elao oonaervat lva, auch in the Bone v a i n . 

There are e r t l c l e a on aoccer, glaaour and 

aua lc , but tha aejor thruat aeaae to be 

E d u c a t i o n a l 1 * 

"Webater hahlengu glvaa advice en your 

choaan career" deela wi th careere In the SAP 
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and showbiz* u>b*ur agresa wi th on* Absl 

nashiioane that the l e t t e r ' e rr iende * r§ 

J U I O U J I when they t r y to discourage him by 

saying he d o n n ' t know what ha la doing** 

• • • • • i f you have M d a up your mind that a 

baraar i n tha poi ioa ia your idea l than 

preoo ahaad wi th i t * " tjebetor goes on to 

l i a t anothar aix oorraapondanta who ara 

ln teroeted i n Joining tha p o l i c a . Requiremente 

Tor racru i ta ara o u t l i n e d , and thay ara 

informed that thay apand aix nontha t ra in ing 

a t tha Hammanakrael t ra in ing cantra faaturad 

in an a a r l i a r laaua of H i t * 

"Black breakthrough m What Vlehen means 

t o ua" i a w r i t t e n by a black "publ ic re la t ione 

export** Tha a r t i c l e compliments tha Commission 

for oppoaing the "p inpr icks end i l l o g i c a l 

concepts -* tha "trapplnge of r a c i a l d iocr im ln -

e t ion w h i c h * * * . a t i f l a d the na tura l prograaa of 

the n a i i o n ' i economy"* On the tilmkort reports 

"yet another breakthrough"* tha w r i t e r eaya i t 

"aate out to end r a c i e l d ieer iminat ion and 

improve the day-to-day Uvea of the tUecke"* 

An i n t a t e a t l n g point for the e r t i c l e to 

mention i a " In f lux c o n t r o l regulat lone ee 

at preaent conat i tu ted have caused f r u e t r a t i o n 

not only for Black workera but alao for 

ewployere i n var ious aectora* Tha enoreoue 

amount of red tape led to wasted wanpower 

houra and f r u e t r a t i o n . " Tha a r t i c l e , oetanaibly 

about the Commissions* tscom*sndetionst l a 

f t r i t ton i n a tone which elready accepts 

these aa f a c t . Thuai B . . * . M e n s i t w i l l now 

become mandatory Tor ownore to provide 

f a c i l i t i e s such aa t o l l e t o . . * * 1 ! " I t w i l l now 

alao become poaalbla for black bueinaaamen to 

t r a d e . * . * " , and " i lh i te -by-n lght curfew 

regulat ions ara to be scrapped.• • • " • A l l a 

f e l t accompli* 

r i n a l l y t an a r t i c l e on a m u l t i - r a c i a l 

Swazi-radio programme i a ha i led ee e symbol 

that tha "timae thay ara changing" and begina 

"Black and White youth ia drawing cloeor 

together e l l the time - on the soccer 

f i e l d s * at other aport ing occaalona and in 

enow bualness t o o . " 

Prumi 

Drum coete 30c end ham a f a l l i n g c i r c u l a t i o n 

of 86.000 par issue* I t i e published by SAAU, 

end evoregoe 120 page*, famoue for i t e 

courageoue axpostfa of rarm labour and prisons 

i n the 50 'e * moot copy i a now l igh t -hear ted 

spor t , ehowblt poroonaj i i t ieo, immorality aot 

oaeee and unuaual occurences. Soma etraaa l a 

placed on aocie l mobi l i ty e tor laa { " K o l l l o the 

eorep-doaler ewope h i * horae for a flollo~fioyce", 

"L ionel Rorrieont J o u r n a l i s t who made the 

b ig t i m e " ) . Drum Wheal* i a a aect lon cater ing 

Tot car owners* With a l l t h i e l e combined copy 

euch aa "Regine FUindl m we remember" 

(commemorating So«eto ree ie tence ) f end for 

example an a r t i c l e on Or, Horoko, pioneer 

preeldent of the ARC* In raeponee to an 

appeal for more ebout " the o ld guard who 

blazed the t r a i l " , the Cditor r e p l i e d 

"Tha new laedare can only bui ld on the 

e o l i d foundat ion of t h e i r pradeceaaore*. 

I n contraat t o H i t a a treatment of tflehan. Drum 

raporta the doubte " e t v e r a l prominent people" 

have ebout tha r e p o r t , Theee people, however, 

include a black p r i e a t * P r o f . Czekiol 

hphanle le , -ion Nteao of the Block Sociel 

Uorkere Associat ion, end of course ftthetho 

rtotlana - not a s ing le black worker or t rade 

u n l o n l e t . Although most of thoee interviewed 

d id c r l t i c l e e the repor t ' s poal t ion on r u r a l 

b lacke, they preieed Uiehen for advancing 

urban black trade unionism. 

Drum has been competing wi th Peoe to 

preaant i t s e l f t rue rmpreeentotive of black 

readers. Drum chairmen, Jim Ba i l ey , i n en 

a r t i c l e in Drum, hae openly accused Pace of 

being en In fo Oepertment magazine eet up to 

counter Drum when hs refused to a e l l the l a t t e r 

to front orgeniaationa for the Deportment. 

According to Ba i l ey , Drum'e atmff , proprlotoro 

end readare have b u i l t a measure of t rue t t h a t 

"wa ara a l l t o t a l l y honourable and work for 

the good of our readpra aa beet we mey." By 

cont raa t , "tha magazine Pace wee dreamt up 

by the Bureau of State Secur i ty , maater-

mlndad by General van den Bergh, aa part of a 

continent-wide p lot to temper wi th the frem 

preae ecroaa the continent of A f r i c a , leading 

t r u a t i n g raadere to be l ieve that p r iva te 

bueineee wee honeetly conducted by the papers**" 

Thie theme rune i n t o e caption to a photo of 

Biko appaering on the same paget "Tha man who 

died that wa ehould have en honeet and 

compaaeionate country and not a oounter fe l t 

one". "Drum - Volee of the People" i e e 

raader 'e poeai i n the fo l lowing e d i t i o n 

which includee gems l i k e "You do not 

d iscr iminate , you do not pretend. You're 

Juet the p l e i n t ru th which A f r i c a i a eager 

to heer,* .*Orum* you ara Juot ioe, you 

ehouldor to every needy race's burden; * * * * 

Pace. 

Poca's managing e d i t o r , Jeck Shepherd Smith 

(former Scope e d i t o r ) rep l ied to Ba i l ay 'a 

accueetione In %n a r t i c l e "Why l e the owner 

of Drum magazine eo worried about the euoceae 

of Pace?" The answer supplied to t h i e 

question wee that tha March laeue of Pece 

eold 103,000 copiee ( the Haehinlni wedding 

one) , whi le Orua was evereglng 85 ,000 . (Pace's 

atferaoa c i r c u l e t l o n i e in fee t 0 2 , 7 2 5 ) . Smith 



goat on to acouee Bolley of C M to paternal ism 

in Orum and oaye *Oru» does not r e f l e c t the, 

mood of the patiple and i t nee no sympathy 

with t h e i r esplrat ione for equal recognit ion 

and e d i g n i f i e d end equal plaoe in the sun". 

Pace* of course, according to i t a adverte* 

i e "The new magazine that moves wi th the 

t i » e e " | "Now there 'e e magazine thet *e t r u l y 

in touch wi th you and your l i f e—ety le * Pace* 

A f r i c a ' s greet new mega*inap holde up e 

i l r r o r to Black aepiret ione and the future*1* 

ftore i n t e r e s t i n g , however* were Shepherd 

Smlth'o reeponeee t o e e i l e y ' e a l legat ions 

about cont ro l * The beelc these of defence ia 

"Jin Bai ley muet think the readera of Drum 

are very etupld brcauoe anyone of i n t e l l i g e n c e 

only hee to glance through Pace t o tee that our 

outlook on l i r e l a vea t ly d i f f e r e n t to the 

Government*e"* Shepherd Smith aleo roaarke 

" f i r . Bai ley makee the incred ib le etatement 

that Pace wee 'dreamt* up by Generel van den 

Bergh and the boye from BOSS* Jhat a nerval A 

policeman dreaming up a magazine l i k e Pace? 

I f I t ween't eo laughable* I would be moat 

upeet**1 A paragraph l a t e r he oontinuee 

"Jhat r e a l l y ftakoo me croea about Hf*>Belley 

l e ' t h e t ha knowe very wel l that Lucaa (noleto * 

the edi tor of Pece) and 1 are t o t e l l y oppoeed 

t o the Nat iona l is t Government snd we loathe l t a 

r e c i e l p o l i c i e s " * He then goea on to may that 

l f t "purely for the eake of arguaorit", B a i l e y ' s 

e l l ege t ione were t rue* then Pace hae backf i red 

on Boss end I n f o , " . • • • b a d luck boyet beceuee 

we're not g iv ing you your b e l l back. We're 

running i t our way, NOT the Government's way*" 

Tor edded e f fec t * Pece is compered to the 

"dreadful C i t i z e n and the even more dreedful 

To The r'olnt magezine"* Uihila thaae "two 

t reveet ies of indspendent journalism have 
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He listens 24 hours per day. 
He listens 7 days per week. 

He listens in seven languages. 
And he understand^ 

todi©3oniu<eOChes -5 6 m1Hlone^acki^^sev?n!o',3uc^^ Wh-cfrmakes 
!irhemostete<:iiv^*.ea.utT> inBtacfc OXivf>r*is*ag 

RADIO BANTU 
Where your money \oi*$ 1Q*-OL J 



pt?« i l 

oppt t ia ion and exp lo i ta t ion ere rooted in the 

c a p i t a l i a t nature of tha economic eyetem. They 

fur ther argua that thara hee baan and romeina 

a s i m i l a r i t y or i n t e r e s t * between aparthaidv 

r i c i i i and c a p i t a l i a t production. Uhara there 

hava baan c o n f l i c t e between tha apartheid 

eyetem and tha c a p i t a l i a t c l e c e , thaaa hava 

baan of a r e l a t i v e l y minor neturc , and hava 

baan or can ba raaolvad without fundamentally 

a l t e r i n g tha etructuro of e o c l e t y . I t haa 

baan f u t t h a r argued that apar the id , cegregetlon 

and r a c i a l h*v* functioned p r i m a r i l y to 

maintain and a l loca ta a chaap labour forca v 

and to control and rapraaa tha a i l i t a n c y of 

tha working c laee* 

Gn tha othar hand, varioua l l b a r a l 

ecademlce, white oppoait ion p o l l t i c i a n a 

i n tha Progroceivc fedcraX Party* ldaologuaa 

for monopoly capi to l lom and c a r t a i n commentator* 

on South Af r ica hava auggaatad t h a t rec ia l iem 

and aparthaid ara in d l r a c t oppoait ion to 

c a p i t a l i a t economic davalop»antp and that tha 

' r a t i o n a l * oparatlon of cap i ta l lem w i l l aroda 

r a c i a l c o n f l i c t * 

However, i n a p l t a of tha argument, i n 

a p l t a of dacadaa of black oppoaition appaala 

to whi te* to racognlaa tha ' r a t i o n a l i t y ' of 

non- rac la l iam, and daaplta tha yaara of 

propaganda f r o * tha moderete commercial 

praaa (SAAN and Argua)* aparthaid and 

cap i ta l lem continua to comfortably co-ex is t * 

Tha uaa of tha concept ' c l a a a ' l a c a n t r a l 

to a aora adaquata undaratanding of tha 

conp lax l t l aa of South Afr ican eoclety . But 

what ara claaaaa7 How ara thay i d e n t i f i e d , 

and what importance do thay hava in 

undaratanding c o n f l i c t i n South Africa? Tha 

f l r a t ieportant point to nota * that oiaaaaa 

i : « not defined ao la ly In term* of tha poal t lon 

and funct ion of t h a l r meetbero (agent * ) i n tha 

economy* Othar f a c t o r a , including p o l i t i c a l * 

l d a o l o g i o a l f c u l t u r a l and l ega l ayatama and 

re lo t ione go up to daf lna a claaa in f u l l , 

Howavarv tha poa i t ion and funct ion of a group 

in tha economic eyetem ia aaan aa tha moat 

important I n a number of factora which 

conat i tu ta tha d e f i n i t i o n of a c l a a a . 

C a p i t a l i a t aoc la ty haa two main cleaaeo 

which can ba p a r t i a l l y i d a n t i f l a d in tarma of 

tha poal t lon of the i r member* in tha econoay, 

(aa explained balowf thara ara othar aacondary 

claaaaa in c a p i t a l i a t aoclaty apart from tha 

two major o n * * ) , Thaaa ara c a p l t a l i a t a and 

workara. C a p l t a l i a t a ara thaaa who own and 

contro l tha maana of production in tha aconomic 

eyetem. Haana of production lnoluda machinery, 

t o o l o , raw m e t e r i e l o , land ate* Workara, on 

tha othar hand, own no maana of production, 

although thay work wi th tham to produce 

commoditiee* 

Thua, tha f l r a t great d lv ie lon in 

c a p i t a l i a t aoclaty i a between thoee who own 

tha maana of product ion, and thoaa who hava 

been diepoaaaeaad and therefore do not own 

any aeane of mater ie l production. 

The oecond great d l v i e l o n l a baeed on 

the f f r e t i beoauao of t h l e d i f f e r e n t 

re la t ionship of ownerahlp and power over the 

meene of product ion, a l l producta produced by 

tha workera are owned and hence contro l led by 

the olaaa of c a p i t a l i s t * . The produeto 

produced (which are ce l l ed commoditiee under 

cap i ta l lem) incorporete e eurplue added in 

production by workere, and t h l e eurplut l a 

the baaia of c a p i t e l i e t p r o f i t * 

Thle eecond d l v i e l o n on which tha two 

main claeaae of cap i ta l l em ere beeed, then, i e 

ee fol lowei workere produce a aurplua over 

which they have no c o n t r o l , whi le c a p l t e l l a t o 

own end control a aurplua which they do not 

thcmaelvoe produce* 

The baale of the d l v i e l o n of aoclaty 

in to c o n f l i c t i n g claeeea l a therefore rooted 

in the otructuro of the c o p i t e l l o t economy, 

and that con f l lo t cannot be reMved without 

a traneformetion of thet aconomic eyetam, for 

exempli the formal decolonleet ion proceee I n 

Afr loa r a r e l y Involved e treneformation of tha 

economic beee of eocloty, and tha i n t e n o l f l c o -

t i o n of claee c o n f l i c t i n the formel ly 

independent (but noo-co lon la l ) countriae of 

Afr iCe continues. 

However, economic re le t ione end etructuree 

ere not the only fectora which conet l tu te tha 

two main claaeee of c o p i t e l l o t eoolety , 

P o l l t l c e l fectore ( inc luding tha atata and 

i t e orgene)t ldeologice l etructuree l i k e 

medio end educetion, the l ega l ayetea e t c , 

a l l aerve to maintain and reproduce the baeic 

d l v i e l o n of eoclety i n t o workera end 

c a p i t a l i s t * . 

Claaeee ara therefore eocla l etructuree 

* which ere beeed lmportent ly , but not 

e x c l u e i v e l y , on the d iv le ione wi th in the 

aconomic production of commoditiee, Beceuae 

othar non~economlc factora play a ro le In the 

fo rae t ion of cleeeee and tha ln tarae te which 

claaeee heve, i t la elweye neceeaary to look 

a t prect lcee l i k e l i t e r a t u r e , newepepere, f i l m e , 

educational bodiea, p o l i t i c a l p a r t i a e , e t c , to 

eee prec iae ly which claaa thay eupport and 

reproduce wi th in eoc le ty , Thay cannot be 

neut re l i n the etruggla between c leaaeo, 

becauaa every major eoc la l force in eoclety 

ie one of the fectore whioh cone t l tu te e c leae* 

One of tha aime of eocie l analyeie ie to 

I d e n t i f y preciee ly which claee eny given 
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c l a a a . Where there is an attempted a l l i a n c e 

b e t w e e n t h e c l a e B O O , OB f o r O X O B p l a i n t h e 

bleck c o n i c l o u t n m movement, i t becomes Most 

important to eaeess whether the movement la 

under the dominant inf luence of working c lass 

or potty bourgeois in ta reo te * for « o ^ p l i , 

i t i s of for greater importance to tha black 

pat ty bourgeoiam to have r ights of ownerehlp 

of nomee, than to tha working c l e e e , members 

of which ara generei ly unabla to aava anough 

to own proparty avan i f th la waa lega l ly 

poselble* Tha fact of owning proparty or 

tha p o t a n t i a l of owning such proparty doaa 

inf luence tha p o l i t i c a l or ienta t ion of tha 

patty bourgooiee* On tha other hend, paaa 

lawa and tha migrant labour systsm a f fec t 

workara far mora than black doctora t lawyers, 

t r adara v a tc a and any campaign t o and migrant 

labour would ba in tha in taramts , p r imar i l y * 

of tha working cleee* 

Thia ia a vary b r i e f summary on tha 

quastiona of race and claaa in South A f r i c a . 

Host important ly , i t la euggeeted that 

claasaa aca defined by the poei t ion of t h e i r 

members not only in tha economy, but aleo in 

the p o l i t i c e l and ideologica l r e a l i t y of 

aociety . 

Secondly, i t ia suggested in terma of tha 

claaaas out l ined above, t h e t , whi le there ia 

not as yet a f u l l y developed black c a p i t a l i s t 

claee in South A f r i c a , a l l blacka ara not 

workers; there is c l s a r l y a black pet ty 

bourgeoisie, an i n t e l l i g e n t s i a , a paaaantry 

aa wel l es a working claaa* While r a c i a l 

oppraasion may aarve aa a l i m i t e d unifying 

f a c t o r , object ive class poait iona and 

in te res ts give r i a e to s ign i f i can t c o n f l i c t a 

and d i f fa rencea . A progressive working claaa 

movement ia aiwaye on i t s guard against being 

used by othar classea for the attainment of 

non-worker i n t a r e o t e , at the aama t ime, 

progressive members of the petty-bourgooleio 

msy attempt to i d e n t i f y wi th end fur ther 

p r o l e t a r i a n (worker) i n t e r e a t e by c a r e f u l l y 

c r i t i c i a i n g and aaaeaeing t h e i r own i n t e r e e t a , 

ideology, lndlv idual iam end a c t i v i t y in 

society , thereby p iec ing t h e i r resources and 

organiaetione in the eervlce of working class 

i n t e r e a t e * 

A number of a r t i c l e s in t h i s issue of 

ttqrk In Progress explore the question of 

classes in South Af r ica * Kelwyn Sole'e in 

the erea of ideology (and eapecla l ly a r t 

and l i t e r a t u r e ) , whi le Joenne Yewitch 

explores the claaa poe i t ion of c e r t a i n groups 

of women in aociety* Whatever conclueione are 

drawn from thaae dlecuaslons, one thing i s 

c l e a n Important d i f fe rences in s t rategiea 

for change in South Af r ica are involved in the 

ecceptence of e i ther claaa or race ee the key 

factor in underatandlng the wey in which 

oppreaaion and e x p l o i t a t i o n occur in South 

A f r i c a , and tha way in which that c o n f l i c t can 

bs resolved in the bu i ld ing of e new type of 

aoc ie ty . 

For example* thoee who eccept that 

'apar the id ie deed' ( P i e t Koornhof) , or at 

least that i t l a dying (comnerciel Cngl ish-

language preaa, South Afr ican I n e t l t u t a of Hscs 

Re lo t ione , e t c ) , have aa t h e i r praauppoaitlon 

that i f a a p i r i t of m u l t i - r a c i a l i s m cen ba 

fostered in the urban araaa, i f o f r i c i e l s csn 

be perauadad to t a l k to ' b l a c k a ' , am i f 

the demands of ths black ' e l i t e ' can oa Bat , 

then oppression w i l l end in South A f r i ca * 

Viewing c o n f l i c t i n South Af r ica in r a c i a l 

terns on ly , they ara able to ergue that any 

' coneu l ta t ion 1 or ' i n c o r p o r a t i o n ' of blacka 

in to decieion-making la a progreaelve move* 

Thoae who ara mora influenced by e c lass-

baaed perapsctive would want to aaseaa how 

theae a c t i v i t i e s furthered tha interests of 

the working clees - whether questions of 

'home-ownerahlp*, l im i ted urban r i g h t s , 

axtent ion of t rad ing licencee e t c . improved 

the condi t ion of tha major i ty of blacke who 

are membere of the working claaa* or unemployed* 

I t ie i n th la context thet one cen asssss 

tha recent c e l l of Harry Oppenheimer for an 

end to the p o l i t i c a of ' p r o t e s t * , and the 

beginning of the p o l i t i c s of 'power'* 9y t h i e , 

he seems to be suggeeting that p o l i t i c a l 

a c t i v i t y outaide of the 'eyetem' ehould be 

replaced by en ac t ive involvement wi th thoee 

so-ce l lad ' v a r l i g ' elements in the state and 

i n government. (One might note in paeaing 

that ne i ther Hr* Oppenheimer nor the group 

ha made th ia c a l l t o , the South Afr ican 

I n e t l t u t a of Hece d e l a t i o n s , hsve exactly 

excel led themaalvee in the ' p o l i t i c s of 

pro tes t ' ovsr the yeors ) . 

I n t h i s context in which l i b e r a l and 

moderate coneervatlve opposition la being 

incorporated in to power s t ruc tures , end in 

which there la an attempt to co-opt cer ta in 

black ' e l i t e * demende by the s t a t e , a clear 

understanding of the object ive di f ferencee 

and d i e t l n c t i o n e w i t h i n the block population 

becomea more importent than ever before* Unly 

t h i e underetending cen ellow an aeseeement of 

precise ly whoee l n t e r e e t e ere being eervad by 

the 'new d i r e c t i o n * the etate ie tek ing , by 

the a c t i v i t i e s and statements of P l a t Koorn

hof and hie Regional Committeee, and by other 

government end oppoeition groups* 



pap* i l l 

organisat ion* ideology* cu l ture or a c t i v i t y 

support* or l a par t of* Tor example* Lho 

Inketha organ isa t ion , end ths ideology of 

n a t i o n a l l y * i r t both important r a a l i t i a a in 

South A f r i ca * which have to bs aesessed in 

terms of t h a i r c laas basis and i n t e r e a t a . 

But as nentionad e a r l i a r thara ara othar 

aacondary classes in any c a p i t a l i s t aociaty 

apart from c a p i t a l i a t s (or the bourgeoisie) 

and workare (or tha p r o l e t a r i a t ) , Theao 

aacondary c lassasf whi le having an 

independent exietence of t h e i r own, tend to 

form a l l i ances wi th one of tha major c lasses . 

SOBJB of thaae eacondary clasaea ara also 

def ined p r i n c i p a l l y * but not sxclusively* in 

terms of tha pos i t ion of t h e i r members in the 

economic s t ructure of tha socisty* eg* the 

t r a d i t i o n a l pet ty -bourgeois ie (smal l scale 

o a p i t a l i e t a involved in a c t i v i t i a e l i k e 

t rad ing and owning email r e t e l l ehope). Tha 

t r a d i t i o n a l pet ty-bourgeoisie ere a lso , 

however* defined importantly in terms of 

t h e i r p o l i t i c e l and ideologica l organisat ions, 

structures snd pract icee* 

Another secondary claaa i s the peasantry* 

which M y have l im i ted accaaa to land ae a 

meene of production* but doea not fare on a 

acale lerge enough to involve i t s e l f in 

c a p i t a l i s t a g r i c u l t u r e . The peasantry* un l ike 

the c a p i t a l i a t farmer* doee not employ wege 

labour* but bases production eround the use of 

unpaid f a a i l y labour* 

There are elso classes marginal to 

production i t s e l f i n a c a p i t e l l e t aociaty 

l i k e South Arr ica - the landless in 

Bantuatan areaa* the permanently unemployed 

in towne* e t c . 

Another important secondary class 

includss those involved in tha ideologica l 

and reproductive aspacta of society , espec ia l l y 

teachers* i n t e l l e c t u a l s , students* lawyers* 

doctors* By reproductive functions is meant 

thoee forces which tend to maintain the 

beele of the aociaty through the e o c l a l i s a t i o n 

and t ra in ing or people to f i l l c e r t a i n rolae 

in tha economy. Thla c lass , l i k e othar 

secondary class formationa* tenda to form 

a l l i a n c e s with e i ther l e rge -sca le c e p f t s l i s t s 

or the working olaaa* although i t often 

attempts to use en a l l i a n c e wi th the working 

claaa to fur ther i t e own bas ics l ly bourgeoie 

i n t e r e s t s a t tha expenee of worker i n t e r e s t s . 

In any progressiva a l l i a n c e between th la 

f r a c t i o n of tha petty (smal l ) bourgeoisie 

and the p r o l e t a r i a t . I t l a essent ia l that 

working claaa i n t e r e s t s have primacy over 

pet ty bourgeoie i n t e r e s t s . 

Even the two major classes of c a p i t a l 

and labour have c e r t a i n d iv ie lona wi th in them, 

although c o n f l i c t s w i th in clasaea are 

alwaya lass important than the c o n f l i c t a 

between clessee* Thfca* the claee of 

c a p l t a l i a t a nee f rec t iona involved in 

a g r i c u l t u r a , mining* induatry* finance and 

banking, es wel l ea f rac t iona c l a s s i f i e d 

as monopolistic or competi t ive* and theee 

f ract ions have tha i r awn forma of p o l i t i c a l 

and ideologica l organ isa t ion , Theee f ract ions 

have t h a i r c o n f l i c t a * but thay ere contained 

or managed by tha e t e t e to ensura that 

c o n f l i c t between c a p l t a l i a t a doee not assume 

greater importenca than the c o n f l i c t between 

c a p i t a l i a t s and workera. 

The working claaa aleo tenda to develop 

f rac t iona* often based on s k i l l e d end 

unski l led d i f f e r a n t i a l » # r u r a l and urban 

d i f fe rences* employed *nd unemployed stetue* 

e tc * On* of the functions of progressiva 

working claas organiaat ion* a c t i v i t y and 

ideology ie to ettempt to uniTy the working 

claaa in l t a atruggla againet the bourgeoieie 

in the eame way aa tha a t a t e un i f iee the 

c a p i t e l l e t cleee In i t e c o n f l i c t wi th workera. 

Both the state and c a p i t a l tend to re inforce 

and engineer a p l l t e in the working class in 

an attempt to keep i t we«k| the l ege l 

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n between ' e f r i c a n * ' ' Ind ian* 

and 'coloured1 workers l a Just ons exempla of 

th la aort of a c t i v i t y * 

To amphaeise tha formation and c o n f l i c t 

of claaaee in South ATrice le not to deny the 

importenca of reoa ae a factor in tha oppraaalon 

of b lacka. F i r s t l y , tha legel system* while 

containing a claae ' b l a a 1 * expreeaaa i t a a l f 

i n r e c i e l categor ies; t h l a means that a l l 

blacks are oppressed in e way that whltee era 

not* Secondly* there hee been and remains to 

some extant an i d e n t i t y between S lackness ' 

and the composition of the working clasa in 

South A f r i c a * Thla i s not because of r a c i a l 

fac tora thamaelvee* but becauae of complex 

h i s t o r i c a l processae which determined that 

the largest and moat axplo i tad eect lon of 

the working cleaa ia black (and a p e c l f l c e l l y 

A f r i c a n ) , Beceuaa of t h i e * workera in South 

Afr ica invar iab ly gxp_a_ri_gncg the i r exp lo i ta t ion 

and oppression through a r a c i a l ideology* 

even though tha major causa of i t is not 

beceuaa thay are bleck but workare. This i e 

ona of the epec l f ic features of South Afr ican 

cap i ta l iem* 

What a l l of th la means l e that whi le 

r a c i a l factors play soma ro la In giving the 

eppearanca of a common In tareat to blacka in 

South A f r i ca * thara ara very important d i f f e r * 

encea of in teraat batwean, for example, tha 

black pet ty bourgeoiaia and the black working 



'Government I s t u t 1 stamped e l l over them..* 

Pact is q u i t t th# opposi te ," 

Indsad, P ica 's content I t c l e a r l y a 

BDacifii of black consciousness* In an advert 

aimed to a t t r a c t advactiaara in C l a r i o n , 

September 1978, t h t megeiine had a p ic ture of 

a black power ae lute - the f i s t c lutching 

R10 notes and the cept ion reading -BLACK 

POUCR. Crab your ehare wi th Pace.11 The e f ia l l e r 

p r i n t read "We're not going to bore you with 

d e t a i l s of the immense spending power of the 

Slack Market" . I n terms of the content* the 

edvert explained t h a t "Pace's unstressed, 

underlying these i a i Black n o ba proud, have 

d i g n i t y , know yourae l f . Hold on to your 

aap l ra t lone for a greeter accsptsncs in an 

aver more integretad soc ie ty* * The power behind 

Pace, i t boaated, waa Kortora - a company eince 

exposed aa par t of the Information Doportment'e 

l i n k s . 

So coajpsred to Bona, and spurred by 

competit ion wi th Drum, Pace la now the 

f u r t h e r a s t l e f t Black magazine on the opsn 

market* Beginning u l t h s fss tura on Buthe laz i 

v i a l t i n g the mints and hobnobbing wi th Ftaponya 

ISoweto M i l l i o n a i r e ) , i t moved quickly to 

i d e n t i f y with more r e d l c a l opposition to 

eper the id . This included a fea ture on 

Kashinin i (although in disco-dancer, da-

p o l i t i c i s e d form)* While etudent e x l l a e in 

tiotewana a l leged T e i a t e i wea t r ickad in to 

g iv ing the story for Pace, a c r i t i c i s e ) of 

h i * i n a l a t t e r was flooded by r e p l i e a along 

Hie l ines of "Yes, the true lsadara l i k e Nelson 

Hendela are on Nobbsn I s l a n d . . . d h s t are thsse 

t rue leaders doing for us on Hobbsn Is land* 

Are they e t l l l f i g h t i n g for us? Theee leaders 

ere doing nothing for us on Hobben I s l a n d , but 

osge 64 

T e l e t s i i s s t i l l f i g h t i n g for us, Honrov ie . ! : " 

Pace's " l e f t " coverage eleo included e 

colour photo scoop of the Sowsto Clavsn 

t r i a l , wi th the eccused giv ing clenched f i e t 

sa lu tes . A cept ion noted thet permission for 

t h s i r pub l ics t ion had been granted by the 

appropriate Jud ic ia l and priaon a u t h o r i t i s e . 

The morel attached to the atory la that the 

Eleven were misguided c h i l d r e n , and that 

"v io lence and w i l f u l deat ruot ion is not the 

path to a be t te r way of l i f e in the fu ture*" 

f i n s l l y . i t even c e r r i a d a l a t t e r from *Pece 

euppor ter ' . Cast London, which rsed "0o you 

know the meaning of Pace? W e l l , i t meene 

Pan Afr ican Congresa la for Everybody". 

I t ohould be noted, however, that there 

ere some toksn geetures towerde r e a l opposit ion* 

One le an a r t i c l e about L u t h u l i ' e widow, 

another i s e l a t t e r which readot "One can 

wander why moat of our parente, lmadere and 

bro thers , although they eee how b i t t e r the 

a i t u a t i o n i a , eo et rongly condemn v io lence . 

The answsr to t h i s i s simply becauss they ere 

r ich end they opposs v io lsnce in order to 

eecure t h e i r wsslth*" 

Oaaplte e l l the over t ly an t i -apar the id 

copy, Pece hae also c s r r l a d featuree 

c r i t i c i s i n g BophuthaTswsna independence, and 

deploring the p l igh t of eome Natal squat ters . 

N a t u r a l l y , there l a no analyele of e i the r t 

two respsct ivs exemplea are " . . . T h e c i t i z e n s 

of BophuthaTswena ere abet t ing the p r i n c i p l e 

of apartheid" (ae i f i t i a a p r i n c i p l e ! ) , and 

"Then one day the f inger of Authori ty pointed 

et them** 

I f i t l a rad ica l on r a c i a l issues, end 

celculeted to win support for t h i s . Pace l a 

profoundly conaervstlva on lssuss l i k e women'e 

end claaa l i b e r a t i o n . The generel theme i a 

glossy blsck middle cless wi th en idea l of 

American consumerism* A slx-osgs explanation 

of the 99-yser leaeehold ayatam I s Introduced, 

bs l isvs i t or not , wi th ths words "Pace . 

magazine does not nscseoorl ly eupport or 

a l i g n i t a e l f with the 99 Tear Loeeehold 

scheme1*. I t might t r y to underpley i t e 

b letent aiddle claae biaa in e ceee l i k e t h i e , 

but the general contante announced on the 

cover of the f i r e t Issue gives the l i e to 

t h i e i "fashion snd Feat l i v i n g . Pre t ty G i r le 

end P o l i t i c o , nueic end Leughtor, Sport end 

Adventure, Violence and Beauty, Love and Sex* ' 

A cloee look et Pace showe t h a t , contrary 

to eome l i b e r a l responses* i t i s not "be t te r 

than nothing*" I t represente the l a t e s t 

rssponss t o reeietenea in South A f r l c e , end 

indloetee a growing aophiet loat ion on the 

par t of thoae who etend to loss py an 

overthrow of the whoe system. I t , snd the 

other black pe r iod ica la , are an important 

element in the Ideologica l b a t t l e In South 

A f r i c a , and for thet reeeon require a mora 

rigorous study than t h i e e r t i o l e hae provided. 


