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SECRE 'ARY~GENERAL'S ADDRESS AT THE ANC WELCOME RALLY
Cape Town, April 29th 1990

MAYIgUYE! I'A RtKA~
AMANtLA ALL POWER!

Comrades! Frienas! ComQatriota!

We have returned . F rtcam far-f 1 ung corners of the globe we have come
+pr1 a minion; a mi as 1or~ to bring even master the goal of freedom
and justice to our land .

The Nat i one Executive Comm 1 ,tee of the African Nat 1 Qna 1 Congress
greets you t e people of Case Town . We greet all the people of
South Africa, at this moment of great promise and great c hal 1enges,

We bring you mi 1 tent great i ngg from your brothers and $ i ter$ i n
exile :

We convey warm regards from Comrade President Oliver Tambo, who
has made remar~cab1 a progress since he took ill last year . He
promises to , o i n 'you as soon as he has fully recovered, and wi $h s
you even greater v i otori es i n your efforts .

We bring you fraternal greetings
from "the rest of the Nat j one l xecut i v e committee ;

i
from all members of the African National Congress abroad ; anti
from the heroic cadres of your army, Umkh nto we Si Zwe .

A11 of them desire to be here today ; and they join your hands
across the miles .
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The moment when they she f l be here without fear of apartheid
retribution must be achieved . 'the time for a Comp i ate climate Qf
free pro 1 i t i ca 1 activity must come . The hour at which the African
National Congress in its entirety pan start to operate fu11y, end
to f ra, i y con$U 1 t with you the peop 1 e must . str i ks . A i l po 1 i t i ca i
prisoners mutt be released now and with no condition, fihe State of
Emergency must go in each and every corner of the land .

The African National CongrnA demands this not as favour, It is an
inalienable right o f all the people of our country . South Africa
needs the fresh breath of free thought and free speech, f raedom of
asaoc i at i on and a 1 i the rights its poop i e dO$e rvs . Our balovsd land
needs all these freedoms 1 i f the ideal of a negotiated settlement
has to be turned into a reality .

This i s the gist of our mission here The National E cscuti ve
Committee decided that it will meet the South African govlrnment
to clear the obstaciee to negotiations . Your Movement felt it
necessary that such a meeting should take place not anywhere else,
but on the so fl1 of South Africa, Ws did not want to talk to them
cut of f f tom the heroes of this struggle, but as part of and i n
consu tat i on with you the people . As we go into sass i on on May 2nd,
3rd and 4th, we shall be reinforced by your heroic struggles, your
support and your dedication to the cause of freedom and justice .

Comrades end friends!

We hays returned . And our presence hare today i s a ref 1 sore on of
the changed and changing situation within South Africa , The ra 1 ease
of our leaders - heel son Mandsi a, Walter Si su'$ u and others -
represent$ such change . The unbann i ng of the African National
Cong1ess and other organisations is testimony to the fact that
South Africa shell never be the earns age 1 n Our . i s a society i n
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transition to a nsw order,

fibs ANC we 1 cornea tress changes . Small a tips i nd d they are . But
they must point in one direction and one direction only : the
crest ion of a soc i sty free of tho crime of rerth;1d .
the apoarRnt

	

uric s of FW de K 1 e rk .
we%apprec i ate

but it is your strug91es that have made the government to age some
reasons xn the bows 1 s of the earth where you dig for minerals ; i r~
the factories and farms ; in the schools and universities ; in the
communities; the church, mosque and temple, you have brought our
country to where i t i s today . Apartheid e s i n the throes of a
crisis from which i t cannot recover . Its time hes come to pees. Its
days are truly numbered,

we pay tribute to a1 i the struggling peep 1 e , whatever their prsc i eo
role and mission, Wie salute :
COSAYU and the rest of the anti'arparthaid trade union movement ;

- SAYCO and the heroic Young Lions of the land ;
South African women i n all your dsmocr&tic arid anti-apartheid
organisations ;
the communities in the ghettoes organised under your civic
aaao iatior~s ;
the patriotic and 1 ar d-hungry masses i n the bantustans send rural
areas ;
CONTRALESA and all patriotic traditional leaders ; and
the religious leaders and communities of all faiths .

The people of South Africa as a whole are greatly indebted to the
heroic democrats within the white community . The day shall soon
dawn, when you will not have to be referred to as a special apes i es
of democrats, classified according to colour . Your heroic •fforts,
persecuted and desp i aed within your community, hoe helped create
the foundation far consiBtent ton--racialism within the anti-
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apartheid movement, The roots of racial harmony 'in a future South

Africa have firmly embedded themselves i n the efforts of the Cape

D,mocrats, JODAC, the Five Freedoms Forum, End Conscriptior'

Campaign, Black Sash and many other white democratic organ i sat i or!

w~ as l ute the fighters of the people' s army 1 Umkhorito we S i ewe grid

the heroes i n the ANC' underground formations . Your have kept the

t, r ch a 1 i gh t end the ao i cs o f the movement resounding i n the hours

f reed . We command the international community which has rends rod

help to the oppressed people sQ generously, and dealt the upholders

of the crime of apartheid such deadly blows .

A,11 these efforts, within South Africa and abroad, have helped

b-r i rtg apsr the i d to its death throes, The power cf the peop l e i s

r i s i r~

	

o Confident and so robust 4

Many have fallen i ri the pause of struggle . Ashley Kr i e l and

Nku l u 1 ekho N,jongwe i n battle within the country ; Joe Gciabi and Ruth

First

	

viCtime of apartheid's death squads ; Solomon Mahiarigu aridt
Vuyisile Mini condemned to the gallows ; Basil February and Patrick
Molsoa in the plains of Zimbabwe on the way home ; Matthew Goniwe
and Stanza Bopape ;- put to Ciath i n circumstances whose mystery 1 s

now coming to light . Many more have been maimed ; and many have
suffered untold miseries i n the countries of Southern Africa .

Apartheid stands accused for all these crimes . It must go,

Through struggle and through sacrifice, we have made major stride . .

South Africa i s indeed on the threshold of a major breakthrough

towards a united, non-racial and d.mocratic society . But the hour

of celebration has not st come, Victory is in sight but not ysty

grasped . The struggle has yet to be wont . The Question is ,nOt

whether this will aver come about . The paint at issue is when and

how 4 All of us, together, must answer this question in concrete
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Oemooratlc organisations of workers, students, professionals,
religious Communities, trailitiona1 leaders, business-persons and
all other sectors c.P the population must be strengthened . Broad
antiapartheid unity as achieved at the Conference for a Democratic
Future must be consolidated .

The African National cong raea we i cornea tY~e decision b y many f Crow
.end i r1d i v i due i s within the apartheid mach i ner i es to break ranks
with the o'Id etnd dying system, By rocking the apartheid boat,
part iota SUCK as Gregory Rock,man send Qeneral Bantu Hoiomisa have
significantly weakened the enemies of the people and advanced the
democratic cause . The deople are over ready to accept, with open
arms, all those who abandon apartheid and, i n actual practice, mend
their ways . The more such forces break with the part , the faster
and .1 ess painful will be the transition to a democratic order .

The murder and mayhem being sown i n Natal i s a terrible blot 'in the
history of our struggle . Certainly, it is not the forces which
believe in a democratic South Africa who would l'ika to see this
civil strife continue .. . Gerta i r~ 1 y , those who demand an atmoaohe re
of free political activity would not engage in acts which not only
go against the grain of peaceful political engagement, but which
also have the effect of delaying such a process Indeed, i t Carl
only be defenders of the old order and selfish dictators-in-the-
making who benefit from war among the people,

All rfforts must be made to bring this strife to an end. But repeat
this wish as many times as we can, this will not resolve the
situation . What we need i s movement •of peace among the peop 1 e ,
uniting patriots of all political, social and religious formations .
Such a movement, firmly embedded among the people cars i eol ate and
sweep aside those who worship artd . rejoice at the smell of human
blood .



Comrades! comp~triots! Friands!

W have returned . It has been a long time since wi have been homa .
So many things, have changed a i noa we 1 a `t our char mother 1 and . Some
of us will find Our loved ones no l oncer there( our home
cfernolishad+ the sign-posts which used to guide uS around all gone .
But the most vital f is t,ar i s that we find you the peop 1 e determined
as ever to brine to its shameful end this system which drivat
patriots out of their country .

We left to fight . W have returned to fight, using whatever
necessary means at our disposal, When the bu$iness we have coma for
is over, we shall report to you .

but Boon, we must return to stay,

VICTORY IM OUR LIFETIME!
AMAi DI..A!

MAYIBUYE!
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