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OR IfOVIN6 6RADUALL Y TOWARDS TJ-E

Tt,. word. o.f t.he .fir.t. hal.f o.f IllY tit.le come .from. member
right.wir"iI organization who t.old the Weel<1y M.II t.o remember
the lI~r. _r. tto. on•• ..he in.....nt.d gu.rriJl .....rFlIlr ••
• tiJj in tto. .aul of our p.opl.. th.t Fighting aut of
d.r/m•••• " (We.kly Mail, Vol 0, No 0, F.b. 1990).

Thl. i•••ombr. r.minder o.f t.he I.g.cy o.f .nger, racl.", ..nd
bittern••• whiCh apart.h.ld h•• beque.thed to South A.frica •
I.g.cy whiCh will have to be reckoned with long • .ft.r ap.rtheid
it..eli' i. truly dead. The white people ..ho g.ther at ralli •• t.o
.upport th. A.frik.ne.. Wee...t.ndtib.w.ging ..nd ..ho .tt.ck bl.ck
p.opl••nd • .,...h p ..operty co",• .from th••"me c.uld..on o.f hat. a.
the di ••.f.f.ct..d bl.ck youth who t.ak••d.....nt.g. o.f ",a•• m...che. to
vandalize .nd loot. Th. milit.ant. cadr•• o.f Umkhonto ..e Sizwe .nd
the ..ell-.rm.d .faction. o.f t.h...hit.••"tr.mi.t. could .qually
pose • dang... to th. pr.c... iou. p ..oc... o.f n.got.i.ting th.
tr.n• .fo..m.tion o.f the Sout.h A.fric.n .oci.ty into one united
n.tion.

Th. h.i ... o.f this leg.cy o.f milit..riz.d con.flict ..... the young.
Will it. b. po•• ibl. to convert th.ir inh.rit.nce into on. o.f
unity .nd .. ichn•••? W. in the Black Sa.h hop. that it will, but
... r.cognl •• that t.h.r...r. no simpl••n....r ••

Th.re i •• bump.r .tlck... t.o b••een on c .... in Cilp. Town whiCh
r ••d. "It>. n.v." too lat. to h.v•• h.ppy childhood." I b.ll.v.
th.t .fo.. thou••nd. o.f young South A.frican. it. IS too I.t•. Th.ir
Childhood is gone .forever into a pit o.f con.flict, repres.l0n .nd
d.priv.tion. Th. only thing to be done i. to m.k...ep.ration Tor
it .. 10•••

A..e we .t the point o.f b.ing r.ady to do "o?

It is .".ctly on. mont.h .inc. the mom.ntou. F.bru.ry 2nd, when .t
the opening o.f P... li.ment tn. St..t.. Pr•• ld.nt Mr F.W. d. KI.rk
.nnounced lII.jor .t.p. toward. b....king the polltic.l 10gj.ml t.h.
unb.nning and unre.tricting 0'1" o ..g.nizatlon••nd Individu.I., t.h•
• m.ndm.nt o.f t.he State o.f Em.rgency ...gulation., tn. r.I •••• o.f
.om. polit.ic.l pri.on.....nd the .u.p.n.ion o.f .".cution••
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It i. 1••• t.h.n t.h k••inc. t.h 1•••• of' M N.l.on
M.nd.l.. H. h•• b••n lcom.d by pt.u ou. c o ..d••11 Ov.... t.h.
count. y .nd h•• d.liv d '01. of' c.l nd .~p.ct..ncy.

5udd.lJly t.h••it.u.t.ion l. t. n.f'o d. Th. poiiUc.1 t. ........ in h••
• hin.d.

W. w.lco". t.h••• d.v.lopm.nt.. whoI.h..... t..dly. .nd lcom.
p.... t.icul .... ly t.h. act.iv. p ......nc. in t.h. count. ... y of' t.ho ho .
• 0 b.dly n••ded, M... M.nd.l. hi lf'. t.he ot.h..... ..ho .
.... I ••••d b.f'o.... him. t.he 0.1 .... t. i.li.t.. on t.h••ucc••• of'
t.h.i ....pp•• I ••nd t.ho•• polit.ic.l p ... i.on..... who h.v••0 f' .... b••n
.... l ••••d.

Wh.n • lOQj ... i. b...ok.n. t.h. 'fi ....t. t.hinQ I1k.ly t.o h.pp.n l. t.h.t.
t.h. loo••n.d log. pu.h .nd jo.t.I••nd b.nQ int.o one .not.h.....
c t.ing con.id bl. t.u ... bul.nc••nd doln; • c .... t..in .",ount. of'
d ;.. Thi t.o b. t.he ph••• w in. but. t.h••kiIl.d
di ct.in; b.in; don. by bot.h Qov.... n...nt. .nd ANC ....p ......nt..t.iv..'
i. ",in'mi:r.in; t.he d.m.g•••nd .llo..i~ hop. t.o g ...ow t.hat. ••t. .... t.
h•• b••n m.d...hich will c ....... y u. ,low d. lh. liQht. - t.h. ;0.1 of
• ju.t.. unlt..d d.moc ....cy. how.v.... f y it. m.y •••10. ~

Th••nd of' .p.... t.h.ld i. Ind••d .t.ill f .... offl lh. "n..."
Con.t.it.ution pu.h.d t.h ...ough in i984. ..hich c .....t..d t.h. t.ri-
e.m l P.... li ....nt., is rigidly b•••d on ....ci.l di.t.inctn•••.
Wh.t. t.o b. t.h.....ch.ni .... f'or dr.f't.ing t.he n... on.? Wh.n .....
_ t.o have .n .l.ct.ion in Which .v....y .dull ...01\<;1 t.h. 38 million
or .0 Sout.h Af' ... ic.n. c.n vot.., includinQ t.ho•• in t.h. "hom.l.nd."
which h.v. opt..d f'o ... Mindep.nd.nc."? Wh.t. kind of' t.r.n.lt.ion.l
Qov.... n...nl e.n b•••t..bli.h.d, .nd who will ••t..bli.h it.?

Ev.n .f't.... t.h••• qu.st.ion n........d. t.h..... i••n .no... mous
.mount. of' l.gisl.t.ion t.o b p•• l.d••boli.hed or .n.ct..d••nd •
..... iv. r ••t. ...ucl ...... ing of' t.h. co... nlry· ••yst..m. .lh.Ic.t.lon.l,
... If'.r•••cono",1c - lo b••cco..pli.h.d.

Furt.h.r..o..... t.h..... .t. i 11 d.i I Y mi nd.r. of' t.h. ...p...... i v.
m.ch.ni......hich p i.t.. t.he t. of' p.opl. involv.d in
p ...ot.••t. m.rch•••nd d...on.t. ....t.ion.' t.n. cont.inuing po t.o
d.t..in .. it.ho...t. t.ri.l, t.h••c.nd.lo v.l.t.ion••bo t. t.he
.xi.t..nc. of t.h. nit. sq....d••nd t.n. ;ov n"'.nt. fund•••cr.t.ly
.xp.nd.d on t.he C.C.B.

At. t.hi. Conf'.....nc., w••h.ll be con.id... inQ ..h.t. .. Ill b. involv.d
in .010. of t.h. nec••••ry ch.nQ... .nd ..h.t. ... e.n do t.o
eont.ribut.. t.o t.he p ... oe.... B.c.u•• of' t.his .h1f't.ing polit.ie.l
t ....... in••nd p t.ly .1.0 b.c.u•• this Conf'.r.nc. bring. t.o .n .nd
the f'o...... y 1 h.v......v.d •• N.lional Pr•• id.nt of' t.h. Black
5••h, I p"'opo.. t.o t..k. this oppo... t. ...nit.y to look ..or.
int. ... o.p.ct.iv.ly .t. ou ... o ... g.nil!,.t.ion t.n.n _ ........ lly do .t ou'"
public m••t.ing.. w. tr.dit.ion.lly .im f'or .n .nnual ".tat.. of'
t.h. n.t.ion" ••••••m.nt. bul it •••m. t.h.t. .v.... y polit.ic.1
comm.nt..t.o ... in t.h. co...ntry h•• b••n doin; th.t .Inc. F.bru...y
2nd. w. do n••d to ...nd.r.t..nd ..h.t. .t.t.. t.h. nation I. in. of
eour ••• in or de ... to und.....t.nd how ... f'it Int.o it. - bul it i. on
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R.pr•••ntino tM Bl.ck S••h •• p.rt o~ it. public ~.I;. h•• m.ds
m••I;utely .....r. o~ tM ....y it i. vi.w.d .nd the po.ition it
ol;l;upl... Sel;~•• o~ lh. Slal;k S••h I h.ve be.n a~~ord.d the
enormous privil.oe of tr.vellino to .ev.ral I;ountri•••nd m••t1no
hundr.d. o~ p.ople I;onc.rn.d about South A~ril;., ... ho beli.v. that
w. h.ve v.luable insiohts .bout it to .har.. R.pres.ntativ•• o~

the Black Sa.h have p.rtil;ip.t.d durino this p.st y••r in
m••t1nO. or 1;0n~.r.rn:•• in Har.r., Lusak., B.rmud., Amst.rd.m
<lhe H.libonO.... Con~.r.nl;.), the U.S.A, Austr.li., Namibi. and
P.ris. S.I;.U•• o~ the 91.l;k S••h too, I h.v. b••n amono the m.ny
BI.l;k S.sh members ...ho h.ve be.n h••rl.ned and .ncouraO.d by our
al;l;.pt.nl;. in • r.no. of olher oroanizations also d.dil;.t.d to
.ndinO .p.rlh.id. I think ev.ry dnole m.mb.r ~.lt ••p.l;i.l
010'" .t the or.l;iou. m.ntion o~ Our oroanization by Mr M.ndel. in
hi ••p••ch to the hug. C.p. To...n rally on the day of hi. r.I ••••.

Thi. hiOh r.O.rd ~rom ",any di~~.r.nt qu.rt.r. Oiv•• u. C.us. to
b. proud, but .... r.mind our•• lv•• that it i. based on t.h....ork
don. ~or 3:5 y••r. by tho.....ho h.ve pr.c.d.d u., .nd by our
oallant t ••III. of ...ork.r.l .nd .... • r. con.clous th.t it n••d. t.o
b•••rn.d in ••I;h .ul;l;••dinO year, .nd by .11 our 1II.",b.rs.

Not. .11 jUdo.ments o~ the Black Sash .re ~.vour.bl., .nd n.ed
to b. reminded of t.he crit.icisms too. In W.shinoton I told
o~ .om.on. who had refu••d to .ttend • m••tlno .t ...hil;h I to
.p••k, b.l;.u•• he h.d no tim. for ...hit. South A~ril;.n ...om.n ...ho
cl.im.d to ...ork ~or .quality and justil;., but p.id their dom••tic
work.rs abysmal ....0... El;h_. o~ this vi .... • r. to be lIIet in
South A~r lea too. Our r.spon•• i. th.t mUl;h of our m...b.rship
do•• ind••d occupy. privileo.d po.ition •• employ.r. and that
p.rt o~ Qur .~~ort to l ••rn to live •• • qu.ls ... ith our ~.llo...
I;itiz.ns r.quir.. u. to ..ddr... .mplQym.nt pral;til;•• ,
p.rtil;ul.rly our o"'n. It i. in this r.O.rd that .... have much to
d.riv. ~rom ...orkino clos.ly ... ith other ...omen's oro.niz.t.ion••

Thi. do•• not m."n that th.r. is not a pl.c. in the joint t ...k o~

ch.noinO South A~ril;a ~or .n oro.niz.tion ...hich .. t this tim. in
our history I. still ..ad. up m.inly o~ ...Omen ...ho .r. classi~i.d

...hit••nd ...ho .r••duc.tion.lly .nd ~inanci.lly amono the
privileo.d cl.... Th. question 1....hat it. p.rt o~ the t ••k
.hould be.

One .re. on ...hich .... should concentrate lIIore Is the n••d t.o m.ke
opportuniti.s t.o talk to our critil;. in the ...hit••ector, to
.ddress the doubts, hostllitl.s .nd ~.illrs to b. IInl;ountered in
our peer group. Furth.rmore, .... hillv. not m.d••d.qu.t. spac. in
our Qro.niz.tion ~or A~rika.ns-.peakino "'omen ...ho .har. our
politil;.l p.rsp.l;tiv••.

If .....r. to kno ... how the 81.1;1< Sash c.n cont.ribut. to the
prol;.s. o~ chanOe, we should try to cl.ri~y Our e •••ntial
purpo••• Our .im. a• • et out in our Con.titution ar. "to prCHllot.
justice and the principle. of pilrliillmentillry ~mac:rillcy in South
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~~ricII, to .'I'I1t canstJ'tutionllJ r.ct:HJnition #lnd protftCUon by 111...
o~ hlJlJllln right. lind lib.rti •• ~or 1111; to ~urth.r thft poJitic.l
.dUc.t i on lind "nJ ight,,~nt o~ South ~FriClln ci t i ~.n. lind
oth#lr•• " The o .. ganization i. "non-p.rty politic.J lind
undftf/OiJlinlltion.r and "shllJJ pur.u. it. IIJ'III. by non-viol.nt lind
p ••c.Ful 1II.#ln•• " In 1978 ... p••••d .....olution .upporting
univ.....1 .uffr.g.' and ... remain committed to tne princ:ipl. of
one vote of .qu.l v.lu. for .v.ry adult in a ...-unifi.d country.

N. know tni. ~ans w••r. oppo••d
AGAINST inju.tic., ...clusion and
also wn.t w••r. FOR.

to .p... tn.id.
...p ...s.ion.

w. know w••r.
N. n••d to kno..

Tn. 1990'. have •••n consid.r.bl. cn.ng•• in tn. Bl.ck Sa.nl
.om••r. r.l.t.d to QI,.lr inte.. nal groHtn p.tt.rn., .uch •••
• tll.dy int.k. of n." m.mber., and sucn AS tn. d.v.lop_nt of our
wo.. k in n.w g.a.gr.pMic.l as well a•• broad.ning of tne
••p.ct. of ou.. work (for mpl.. court IIICInitoring of polltic.l
trial., • gro.. lng focus on wom.n, capit.l punisnm.ntl
militAriz.tion and con.cription), The ".port. _ will ...c.iv.
from our R.gions will onC. mol'. illu.tr.te tni. growtn.

Tn. political cont... t nas .lso influenc.d the cn.ng•• in tn.
BlAck S.sn. In tn••arly i980'. w• ...1'. committ.d from tn•
••rli ••t .t.g.. to opposing tn. n... Constitution And tne
"Koornnof 8111.... It .... n.tu.. al tn.t ... should find our•• lv••
in clo.e co-op.r.ti.on .. itn tn. o .. g.niz.tion. th.t 'lire" up in
r ••pons. to the Con.titution .nd witn the umbr.ll. org.niz.tion
lAunch.d In 1983; the United Democr.tic Front. Altt>ougn the
Black 5ASn did not .e.k affiliation to tn. UDF, ..e weI'••bl. to
m.int.in • good ..orking r.lationsnip ..ith its NAtion.1 .nd
R.gion.l Committ••••nd .ffili.t... Th••• cont.cts brought to a
gr••ter number of Our m.mb... s, • nitn... to unf.lllili ... opportunity
of ..o .. king clos.ly ..ith coMmunlty-b•••d o .. g.nlz.tion.. Aft.r
ye.rs of isol.tion, _ began to und....t.nd tn••ignific.nc. of
growing resi.tanc. to apartn.id lind the powerful influ.nc. of tn.
b.nn.d ANC. Gradu.lly. cons.nsus developed in tne Blllck S••h,
..nicn vi....d the Fr••dom Ch.rte.. of 1955 in brOAd ter..s II. lin
...tr.m"ly .iQnificllnt doculI.nt. as important to Soutn AfriCII as
tn" Unlv.r•• l Decl.r.tion of HUlllan Rignt••

Tne gov... nm.nt·s ....pon.e to the r •• i.tanc:.......utnl••••nd
na...h. Th. 1985 N.tion.l Conf....nc" neld in Port Eliz.betn
ma.. k.d a turning point in the middle of tne dec ad. for tne
orQAnization. bringing a stllrk und.r.tanding of the ."t.nt of tn.
"ep.....ion in tne .r.a (And e ..po.ing deleg.t•• to MAtth.w Goniw.
and Mknu."li J.ck. among otners>. On July 20th tn.t y.ar, IIfte..
tn. fun... al of M.tthew 60ni .... Sic.lo Mnl.uli, Sp.rrow Mkhonto
lind Fo.. d C.lllt., tn. p...ti.l Stat. of Em g.ncy .....nnounc.d.
Wn.n in 1986 tne Blllck 5••n H.adqua .. t mov"d to tn. Cap.
We.t.rn R"Qion. it h.d barely tnr•• montns to ."ttl. in birfor.
tne nationwide St.t. of Em."Q.ncy 10•• p..ocl.im.d on Jun. 12th•

• pit. of .t.t....pr••• lon, 0 .. p.rnAps bec.u•• of
m.int.in contllct with tn. o ..gllnl;lItion. which
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c."'. to .rticul.t. tlw b.li.T. aT the b.nn.d ATric.n N.tion.l
Congr.... Our ",.mb.r. o.in.d th••~peri.nti.l r.n.lI. oT ..hal
it could ",••n to ..ork in non-r.ci.l .tructur ith • strong
commitm.nt to d.mocracy .nd unity.

N.vl!rth.le•• , th.r. al.o or... ..ithin tlw Bl.ck Sa.h many
mi.OivinO••bout the oro..i~ incidence OT violent .ction. and the
.. ide.pre.d evid.nc. oT .n inc.....e in th••rm.d .truggle. There
".re m.ny d.b.t•••bout Tin.nci.l lI.nctions, .cademic boycott.
and civil di.obediencl!. The dlscu•• lon. about .anction.
reTlllcted the diTTl!renc. oT opinion: on thl! onl! hand ..ere those
..ho b.lil!vl!d .anction••nd di.invl!.tm.nt ..ould .0 dama;e the
economy that thO! poor ..auld SUTTl!r gr..atly .. nd that whit.
attitudl!s would harden; on thl! othl!r sid....r. tho•• who argul!d
th.t .anctions ..ere the solI! rem.inino non-violl!nt pr•••url! which
could Torcl! thl! oovl!rnm.nt to T.c. thl! nl!l!d Tor chanOI!; othl!r.
al.o b.lil!vl!d that .incl! thl! m....-b••l!d org.nization. l ..nd thl!
ANC) "I!re c.lling TOr sanction. it ..... n.Cl!ssary to .upport this
c ..ll in .olidarity .. Ith them.

The.1! dlTTl!rinO vi conti nUl! to pl ..y a part in inTlul!ncino
Bl.ck Sa.h d.ci.lon nd thl!Y can b••t bl! summed up ... the .. i.h
to d.mon.trat•• commitm.nt to unity .nd to suppo.. t Tor the
organiz.tion. th.t repre••nt thl! m.jority oT thl! pl!opll!, in
conTlict .. ith an in.i.tenc. on the right to .pl!.k Trl!ely .nd to
voice dis.ent.

The experience oT Bl ..ck Sa.h dlll.oat•• to conT.r.nc....he"l! a
la ..ge numbe.. oT organiz.tions ..erl! r.present.d. ha. epitomized
this t.nslon: ..h.n Issu.s we... d.b.t.d ..h.r. they .. i.h.d to
exp ..... di •••nt. 0 .. even to ..ai •• qu••tion•• th.y ...r. som.times

not al ..ay. given to und.r.t.nd th.t divi.ion....re not
acc.pt.. ble. Th. purpo... oT th. ml!etinQs "as then seen to b. not
di.cu.sion. but ••ho.. oT .tr.noth, thl! c ....tion oT an .tma.pher.
oT unity.

loll! und.r.tand that buildino unity was vital IT resistance to
.p.rtheid .nd to the incrl!.sing .. epre.sion oT the Stat. oT
Em.rQency .... to b. strl!ngthl!nl!d. The D.Tianc. C.mpaign required
di.cipline and commitment. And •• the out.id...orld .. ltnelllll!d
..hat the South ATric.n Qovl!rnment had to do iT it ..ished to k••p
it.elT in po..er, the I!~tern.l p su t.pped up. tOQethe..
.. ith s.nctions and isol.tion. The inHuence oT the ANC or.... and
so did its st.tu. in the ..orld as the representative volc. oT thl!
di.enT...nchi.l!d m.jority.

I h.vl! no doubt that this .... • necess.ry proce.s and that
.. ithout it w. would not h.ve rl!.ched the st.ge ..he..e the count .. y
i. now. Th. Stat. P..e.ident'. decision to unban the ANC and
other org.nization••nd to ..elea... M.. Mandela mu.t b••••n a••
....ponse to th.t uniTi.d .... i.t.nc••nd to thO! int.rn.tional
pr••sure ..hich gre.. Trom it. The proces. Cion be comp.rl!d to the
...y in ..hich SWAPO "loS recogniSl!d by the international community.
both east and ..e.t, .s thO! .01. .nd authent ic voice oT the
Namibian people. In Namibi. too. the independence ..hich is .bout
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to b. ~.l.brat.d might n.y.r hay. h.pp.n.d without the tr.m.ndou•
• upport giy.n to SWAPO.

N.y.rth.l •••• the Namibi.n .l.~tlon. d.mon.trat.d that SWAPO .....
by no ",.an. the only party with .upport in the f'l.dglinQ
ind.p.nd.nt .tat.. a h•• b••n .xtrem.ly .n~ouraging to ... itne••
the .pirit of' ~oop.ration and ~ommitm.nt "'hi~h h•• en.bl.d the
n... Con.titution th.r. to be draft.d .0 ....if'tly and ... ith .0
little .nimo.ity.

In f'orging n....y.t.m. of' goy.rnm.nt ..hi~h a.pir. to justi~••nd
d.mo~raey, it is ••••nti.l th.t .11 point. of' yi....hould be
Qiy.n due ~on.id.ration. W....1.1"1 to p.y tribute to the .t.p.
t.k.n by the ANC l.ad.r.hip in the E••t.rn Cap•• in Nat.l .nd in
So.... to to ~r.at. opportuniti.. f'or op.n di.~u•• ion .nd f'or
d•• ling ... ith ~onHi~t. In So....to I1r l1.ndel. h•• met .. ith l.ad.r.
of' the Bl.~k Con.~iou.n... 110y.m.nt .nd AZAPOI in Natal hi •
• p••~h to the 200 ooO-strong ~ro...d .t Kil\Q'. Park l ••t Sund.y
(2~.2.90) .tr•••ed the need f'or .n end to the ~onf'll~t with
Ink.th.1 .nd in Uit.nhag. ANC and PAC l ••d.r. hay. joln.d fore ••
to bring .n .nd to the brutal battl•• th.r.. Th••••r. urQ.nt
att.mpt. to r.du~. yiol.n~. and ~omp.tit10n. Th.y will n••d
.upport f'rom .n quart.r., f'or indiyidu.l l ••d.rs .lone ~annot

r.y.r •• the f'or~.....hi~h h.y. l.d to the wld••pr.ad "f'iQhtinQ
f'rom the da.. k".

Th i ••yid.n~. too. th.t th i ...... iou. int.ntion On the
p t of' the l ••d.r.hip of' the jo.. orQ.niz.tion....nQ.d aQ.in.t
the p .....nt .y.t... of' goy... nm.nt to nu.. tu... po•• ibilitl •• of'
r ••~hinQ b..o.d .gr••m.nt. L ••t y .... the p..o~ ••• of' pl.nnlnQ the
Conf n~. f'o.. • D.mo~ ..ati~ Futu... ..... ~l .... ly design.d to
in~lud p.....nt.tiy•• of id.oloQi•• oth... th.n tho•• of the
l1a•• D.mo~..ati~ 110y.m.nt. Th••• ef'fo.. t. w.re h.mpered in that
~a••• as th.y h.y. f ...qu.ntly been on other o~~•• ion., by the
diffi~ultie. of tr.n.mittinQ that int.nt to the organiz.tion.'
.uppo..t.r. throuQhout the ~ountry, ...hile oper.tinQ under. St.te
of Em.rQ.rn;y with many lead.r. in pri.on. Now th..t the m.jo..
org.niz.tion••re unb.nn.d they ..... fa~ed ...ith • huQ. ba~klov of
politi~.l orQ.niz.ation .nd .du~.tlon ..hi~h Must be d••a with.

b. a m.tt.r of ~on~... n for all who •••k a .u~~•••ful
to the pr•••nt d.Y.lopm.nts to ensure th.t this ~.n

N.Qotiation. at the top by r.pr•••ntatiY•• of tn.
Qrouping...ill b. an .mpty .x.r~I•• if th.y ~.nnot

the .gr••m.nt of their .upport.r•.

It ... i 11
out~o...
h.pp.n.
diff....nt
depend on

N.Qoti.tlons .... al.o unlik.ly to bring about I ••ting .olution.
if th.y do not ...eoQni•• the diy.... ity of yi ......hi~h pr.yail.
WorkinQ .11lan~•• or ~oalition••r. more .... li.ti~ than att.mpt.
by the anti-.parth.id politi~.l Qrouping. to r••~h for a fraQile
and artifi~ial unanimity. Th. Qov.rnm.nt app.ar. to b. trying to
••t up • proc:••• in ..hl~h it and the ANC will be the n.Qoti.tinQ
pa.. tie.. Thi. i. a danQ.rou••implifl~.tlon of the i ••u•• at
.t.k•.

,



w. must not ",i ... imiz. th. dHfic;uJti •• for ..... org..niz..tion 11k.
our. to d.c;id. wh.t p.rt it mu.t pl ..V In the•• dev.lopment.. Our
Ow ... c;ommitm.nt to no ...-r..c;i .. li.m run. de.p .....d it m..k•• the
org.niz..tlon. of th. M••' D.moc;r .. tic; Mo~.m.nt our n.tur.l .. llie•.

Our c;ommitm.nt to d.moc;r.c;V .nd fr•• do", m.. I<•• u. r.c;og ... i ... too
the v.lu••nd th. right. of other grouping.. Our Inc;r••• i g
c;onvic;tlon th.t our t •• I< i. th.t of monitoring .nd fo.t.ri g
hum.n right •• r.th.r th..n ••eking politic.. l pow.r or I ...flu....c;.,
m..k•• u.....r. th.t .b.olut. Ind.p.ndence I•••••ntl.l for this
rol.. W. fr.qu....tIV find our•• lv•• dr.wn bV our de.ir. to b••n
Int.Qr.l p.rt of th. m•••-b....d opposition to r ..c;i.l .nd .thnic:
divi.ion into tlw t ..mpt..tion to thrOOl our unc:ondition.l .upport
b.hind the Afric: N.tion.l Congr..... V.t ... b.li.v. th.. t the
mo.t v.lu.bl. co tribution w. h..v. to off.r to the .trUQQ1 .. for
c:h....Q. I. pr.c:i ••1V our i ...t.Qritv ....d our no ...-.ffill.tlo... to .....v
politic:.l p.rtv.

w••1'1.11 b. di.cu•• lnQ th••e i ••u•• durinQ our Co...f.r.nc:.. Th.re
i •• v.lld .rgum.nt to b. m.d. for "orkinQ within th••tructur••
of • politic:.. l p.rtV. 1 b.li.v. th.t In th. future m.nv of our
memb.. r ...ill d.cid. to b.lonQ to the ANC, ju.t •• tho•• who h..v.
belong.d th. D.moc:r ..tic: P..rtv will c;onti ...u. to do .0. I b.liev.,
how.v.r. th.t our org..ni z .. t ion, tlw Bl ..c:k S...h it•• lf, .hould
r.t.. i ... it. 3:i-V...r 10nQ i ...d.p.nd....t .t..tu•••upportinQ i ••u••
r ..th.r th..n p.rtl •• , ..nd joini"'Q c ..mp.. ign. or .lli.nc•• r.ther
th..... oth.r orQ..niz.tlo.....

In the turbul.nt tim•• that Ii••head, ...0 politic;al p.rtV will b.
able to ..dh.r. c:on.l.t .....tlV to the .b.olut. prl ...c;ipl .......hrin.d
in the Univer.al ~c:l ..r.tio... of Hum.... Right.. An org..nization
lik. our. will b••t ...rv•• futur. gov.r ...m.nt th.t r.pr•••nt. the
m.joritv of South Afric:.n. if it c:.n uphold the id... l, reQ.rdl ••s
of p.rtV polltic: .. l c;on.tr.int". It will do .0 mo.t .uc;c:••sfullv
if It r.fl.c;ts withl'" itli memb.r.hlp a bro.. d lipectrum of the
tot.l .0ci.tV••0 th.t wh.t hold. it togth.r Iii neither colour,
nor c;l •••• nor g ....d.r. but common v.lu•••

If tlw Bl ..c;k S ...h i" to .uc:c; ••d in thl••mbitiou. t ••k .nd to
.urviv., we n••d to look v.rv clo••1V .t ..hat w........ bV hum.n
right. and ho.. w. int.nd to fo"t.r .nd uphold th.m.

In mV .ddr... to l ...t v••r'. conf.r.nc;., I .".mln.d the
import ....c:. of th. right of .11 people to fr ••dom, to p.rtlcip.t.
i .... l.c;ting th.ir Qov.rnment and .h.plnQ th.ir .0c:i.tV. t .rQu.d
that th.r. w"... c:ruci .. l fl in th. N..tlon.. l P..rtv'. pl.n to
i ...troduc:. c.rt.in reforllls d Improv. tlw livlrn;l condition. in
•• l.c;t.d .. r ••• (th. oil.pot t.c;hniqu.l, while ..t the .am. tim•
• tr.ngthening the liuppr.s.ion of di •••nt' the flaw wa. th.t hum.n
b.inQIi h..v•• d••p-....t.d d for .. d.gr.e of i ...d.p.nd.nc:. and
c;holc;., ..nd that wh.n gov.r m....t ••r....ot ..c:c;ou... tabl. to th.
p.opl. ov.r .. hom th.V rul •• th.V ar. unllk.1V to ..ddr••• th.ir
re.l d.",ands. The pa.t v...r ha. prov.d V.t .gain the f.ilur. of
the St ..t. of Em..rQenc:v to d."trov oppo.ition.
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N.v...th.l ••• , .. h••vy p .. ic. h•• b••n p.id .fo.. tn. ch.n<;j hich
h.v. b••n wen. Th. hun<;j ... -.t .. iki1\9 detllin.... the t.d
m... ch..... the o..fi.nc. C.mp.i<;jn' ov. onto b••ch•••nd into
ho.pit.I., the .u.f.fe.. in<;j o.f tho ho .ncount....d the full fo..c.
of t~ .t.t. In the d.y. b.fo... the Sept 60th .l.ction - .. 11 th•••
fo .....d the coin"<;j...hich bou<;jht the .m.zil'><;l volte-.f.ce o.f the
p••c. m...ch....... kin<;j the d...n of • ".co<;jnltlon of the d<;jht to
"' .. eedom of ••••mbly.

w••pok. l ••t y .... • 1.0 of t.h. t. ..o-fold t.••k ..hich .t.ill .f.c•• u.
b....kin<;j down t.h. old o .. d....nd ...bulldin<;j t.he n.w. Th.

p ..ot. ••t ••nd d...on.t. t.ion•• t.h. oppo.it.ion t.o inju.t.ic•• h.v.
b••n p... t. of t.he fo n.... Wh.t. of t.h. p...p....t.lon. fo .. t.h.
buildin<;j p .. oc•••?

Th... I<;jht. t.o f .. ea ••••mbly, t.o f ....dom o.f .p••ch .nd of t.h.p...... to f ....dom of aDv.ment. to p .. ot.ction .f..eft ... bit ..... y
.......t, d.tention 0" .xil•• to p ..ot.ction .f..om to..tu to • .f.i ..
• nd public t .. i.l. to • n.tion.lity • to equ.. lity - th the
"fir.t <;j .........tion .. i<;jht." ..hich h.v. b••n .... itt.n into
conatitution••nd billa o.f ri<;jhta in m.ny count .. i •• of the ..o .. ld.
Th••p.ci.l d.finition. of t.h i<;jht. h.v. com. do..n t.o u. mo.t
dir.ctly f ..o .. the Fr.nch O.cl tion 0'" the Ri<;jht. 0'" M..n .nd of
the Citiz.n. the Am... ic.n O.cl t.ion of Ind.p.nd.nc••nd the
U.S. Bill of Ri<;jht.. In t.hi. c.ntury. th••• r!lilht....hich limit
the pow.... o.f Iilovernm.nt••nd ••ek to Iilu.r.nt•• the lib... ty of
t.h. individu.l .Iil.ln.t tl'le .t.t•• h.v. be.n .... itt.n into the
Unlv.r•• l O.cl ....tion o.f Hum.n Rililht•.

Th. d.. iv. to....rd. the•• fi ... t Iilen.r.tion civil ..nd political
.. ililht. und.rpin. the ...o .. k of t.h. Black S••h; but. w••1.0 kno..
th.t .0ci.1 .nd .conomic d.prlv.t.ion i •• d.ni.1 of f ....do... In
• count ..y like South Af ... ica... it.h .no...'ou. di.p.... ity b.t....n the
... icn .nd the poo.....tt.ntlon mu.t b. dir.ct.d tow.rd. the " ••cond
Iil.n.....tlon" riGht. to .oci.l .ecu .. ity. to educ.tion .nd
tr.lnin;. to ..o ... k oppo tuniti.. .nd to .dequ..t. .nd non-
di.c .. iminato... y ....; •••nd o ... klnlil condition••

Th. d.y-to-d.y exp.ri.nc. of our Advic. Of"'ic•••nd our ..u .... l
we.. k d.lIIOn.tr.t•• how "'ar .... are f om .tt.inin; th..... i;ht. for
.11 South Afric.n.. At thl. Conf nc., ..e .hell b. r.c.iving
....po.. t. on the .pp.llin; .dmini.tr.tion of p.n.ion. for .~.mpl••
W. kno.. of the in.d.qu.cy of m.dic.l vic... The ...hol.
count ...y'. .duc.t.ion .y.t.m. p...ticul ly t.h. fr.lilm.nt.d
dep tm.nt. int.nd.d to .....v. bl.ck .chol..... i. in di y.
Th i. m••• lv. un...ploym.nt, much 0'" it duo t.o • l.ck of p op...
lr.inin;, .0 th.t .rt.i••n .kill...u.t b. lU".d f .. o .. count. .. i ••
• b ..o.d••uch •• tho•• of •••t .... n Eu ..op.. The .hunting ..bout of
..hoi. communitl •• of p.opl. in .cco.. d.nc....ith .p... th.id id.ololilY
ha. I.ft u.... ith • cri.l. of livinlil condition. "'0'" million. o.f
hom.le•• p.opl. in u .. ban .nd rural .

Soma of the .olution. to th••• probl .... Ii. i,n the polit.ic.l
.... 111I and .. ill "'0..... the b••i. of the ch.n;.....hich mu.t com••
Su... ly .... c ..nnot contlnu.... ith "0... 1'1 .f"'.ir.", r.cially ••p....t.d
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h.alt.h and w.l-fa~•••~vic•• and educ.t.ion .y.t.em.. Ou~ -fi~.t.

t.••k h.~. will be t.o maint..in t.h. p u ... t.o undo t.h.
bu...auc ...t.ic .nd -fin.ncial di •••t ... o-f ••p t.. and v... y un.Qual
gov.rnm.nt. d.p.rt.m.nt... Ev.n wh.n t.hi. i. achiev.d, t.h.r. will
ba gr... t. di-f-ficult.i •• , t.he in.qu.. litie••nd inJu.t.lc•• o-f the
p...t. h.v. t.o b.....dic .. t..d...nd t.hi. will r.Quire maJo..
...O....lanizat.ion and al.o a con.ide..abl. inc ...as. In st.at. •
• xp.ndit.ur. in t.h••• a".a••

Th.n t.h i. t.he Qu••t.ion o-f land and housinll' i-f t.h.r. i. t.o
b••ny alit.y in t.h. chanll•• t.o com. t.h. ~.nd Act....nd t.h. G..oup
Arllas Act. wi 11 have t.o b. r.p •• l.d. Wi 11 n.w m.ch.ni.m. b.
int. ..oduc.d? Who .. ill h.v••cc.s. t.o I.nd -for urb.n or
.g.. icult.u.. al d.v.lopm.nt.? And who will p.y? Th. pr•••nt.
1I0v... nm.nt. mu.t. not b. allo_d so t.o priv.tis. t.h. provi.ion o-f
hou.ing .nd o-f .... vic......ch •• SATS, nor so t.o t..x basic -foods
t.h.t. t.h••• ar. d.ni.d t.o t.ho•• who mo.t ne.d a-f-fo .. d.bl••h.lt... ,
t.r.n.po.. t. and -food.

w. m....t dev.lop • cl••r ... und.r.t..ndinll o-f ho.. t.h•••••nt.ial
...-fo..ms .1'. to b. -financ.d in a -fut.ur••oci.t.y. W. mu.t. con.id.r
how to -fost..r the lI ..owth in t.h••conomy which will lead to
IIr.at.....mploym.nt and will lI.n.r.t.. t.he n.c......y -fund. t.o
provide prot.ction -for t.h. n••dy .nd t.o r.dr ••• t.h. inju.t.icll•
• nd imbal.nc•• o-f t.M p...t.. It i. mol'. t.h.n t.ime t.hat. all Sout.h
A-frlc.. ns should b••ble to -f•• l th.t t.h.y .hare in t.he country' •
..... lth - In p"oducinll it., In d.cidlng ho.. It. is .lloc.t.d, .nd in
d... ivinll b.n.-fit. -from it..

Th••••ocio-.cono.. ic i t.h. -found..tion at.on.a on which
t.h. t.hird lIen.r.tion right.. - t.o oppo.. t.unit.i •• -for d.v.lopm.nt,
t.o • cl••n .nd h.althy .nvironment., .nd t.o p...c. - c ..n b. bui It..
Thi. is the .di-fice t.h.t. w••11 ••ek t.o ••t.abli.h -fo.. t.h• ••k. o-f·
the South A-f .. ic ..n. o-f the -futur•.

Th••• right. c ..n b...ritt.n in .. n... con.tltution. in • Bill o-f
Right. or in .p.ci-fic Ch.. rt.r., .uch ... a worker.' Ch.rt.r or •
Wom.n'. Ch.rt. .... 0 .. by .iQninQ int..rn..tion.l conv.ntion.....Ch as
the Univ..... l O.cl.r.t.ion o-f Hu....n RiQht. or the Int.rnation.. 1
Conv.ntion o-f the Right. o-f the Child. Thi. would b•• Q t
.tride -fo.. South A-fric.. But mOl'. import. .. ntly. th••• r1Qht. u.t.
be inscrib.d deep in the mind. o-f South A-frlc.n.. Only by
l.arninll to pl.ce -f.ith in th.", to r.COllni •• that th••••1'. wh.t
p ..ot.ct and nurture the whole .oci.ty, will w. l.a.. n not to .eek
our ••curit.y in group id.ntity .nd .thnic divi.iv.ne•• ,

I -firmly b.li.v. this c.n b. don.. 1 do not b.liev. it will be
....y. Anll.r .nd .u.picion .nd -f••r will t.nd to .t.nd In the w.y
o-f ch.nQ.. Th. -found..t.ion. on ..hlch our pr••ent soc:iety .re
b•••d will be di-f-ficult to dlQ uP••nd it I. by no ....n. cl•• r
t.h.t tho•• who hold pow.,. .nd in-flu.ne. "I'. wlllinQ to let the
diQQing t.k. plac••

All our .-f-forts mu.t
-f.. I.e -found.tion••1'. b. dir.ct.d tow....d.....kinQ .ur. th.t t.he

dism.ntl.d••nd th.t the n.w .oci.ty c:.n be

,



built on ••olid .nd unl'fled ~.e. TM .....Ard...ill ~ I_n•• ,
A. _ ._"11. 'f..c. t.M dA..k_•• And IlClve Into A 'futu..e b.. IIlntly
lit. ..an t.n. p ..c.i.e of' cOMllCln citizen.hlp, IlUa..Ant_d civil And
politi~al rillnt..' And an -.:o...c.y ••IIl ....d to _t t..I••n .....ds and
pe... lt tne develop..nt. o'f p.Ace And p ..ospe.. ity.

I1ARV BURTON
27.02.90
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