
Jpeeoh on my 75th birthday at N's home, 

Zambia. 19th Uarch, 1977-

Preceding hor speech the record "In the Light of Experience", the subjeot 
of her ta lk , a rendering in pan-pipes by Zsmflr was played. 

I l i t t l e knew that one day I would find myssif i n an a l i en land, speaJclmg 
to so many people I had never known before and who today I oan oount as 
my f r i ends . I must thank you for coming t h i s evening. 

Chekhov onoe remarked that a Ban, the son of a serf could squssse the 
l a s t drop of the s lave out of himself and oould beeome truly f r e e . "How 
does one do that?** he asked. To t h i s he Bade answer whioh was i n truth 
a summary of h i s own l i f e . "By hard work, by education, by taking 
re spons ib i l i t y and by se l f -exhaust ion In one's ohosen f i e l d . " 

Hote the phrase, "Br se l f -exhaust ion i n one's shosen f i e l d . " 

In looking linpk inevi tably over the f u l l seventy- f ive years of my l i f e , 
(for SOEJU ti i s i s too long but for me a l l too short) i t seems to me 
that the words of Chekhov at the end of h i s years , came as a resu l t 

of h i s cv.-m l i f e ' s experiences i n a soc ie ty of baekward As ia t i c despot
ism, of bur . r io enslavement and abject poverty, of Russia before the 
1917 revo lut ion . 

e l d e s t 
Though my family was a pioneering progressive one (my/brother was the 
second Black doctor i n Cape Town, my s i s t e r , the f i r s t nurse, e t c ) I 
was nevertheless a member of a whole Black community, subjected to the 
slave laws of a society which oondemned us a l l to a l i f e of s o c i a l , 
p o l i t i o a l and eccf.lc helotry • This poison of soc ia l helotry pierces 
the tender soul of every Black child born i n South Africa xaiming h i e p 
pride oC be lnc and i n the end leading him to s e l f -des t ruc t ion . I 0&.1 
today and :•: oan we a l l today, reoa l l the endless column of our fe l low 
students , the cream of the i n t e l l e c t u a l s and a souroe of pride to the ir 
family and community and above a l l to the mass of unlearned p no 
could no longer endure t h i s l i f e and wantonly destroyed themselves. 
Their s e n s i t i v e souls revol ted a t the humil iat ion they da i ly had to under
go. The people of South Africa, the oppressed Black people have paid 
dearly throughout many deoades to see generation a f ter generation destroy
ed, b r i l l i a n t men and women who oould have led the ir nation to l iberat ion* 

Born i n H family whioh had many l inks with th,e Indian and Malay seot ions 
of the B1*CK community, the Indian revo l t against the Imposition of the 
£3 Po l l Tax on every Indentured Indian labourer, man, woman and chi ld 
on the «ugs» plantat ions i n Ratal led by Kahatma Gandhi in 1913, early 
imbibed'Jwith a broad national pr ide . When as a ch i ld of 11 years . I saw 
Oandhl in :.-.• own home after the revo l t , I wondered at t h i s emaciated 
f igure invariably followed by crowds of people and the respect accorded 
him. Lator at the ags of f i f t e e n I remember to t h i s day reading the 
heading in the newspaper my papa was reading "The n i h i l i s t s have conquer
ed power in Russia." I wondered i n my innocence who these people were 

who be l ieved in nothing. The contradiction i n the statement did not 
s t r i k e me at f i r s t only l a t e r , when the r e a l i s a t i o n came that they must 
have be l ieved i n something i f they gained power. To cut t h i s digression 
shop , I was h i s t o r i c a l l y e o n d i t i o n j d a s j r e a l l are by our past and present 
condit ions of l i f e . Childrsn breatfie^neTr pores every nuance, open and 
subt le and hate in juet ioe meted out to the h e l p l e s s in every shspe and 
form. 

Ky f i r s t d irec t contact with the Africans (Cape Town was f a i r l y dis tant 
from the areas where they were concentrated) was when my s i s t e r and I 
entered Port Hare (our own ohoioe) as s tudents . Biere for the f i r s t time 

/ l oame to know. . . . 



m 
I C M . to know tha aalibra and tha i n t e l l e c t u a l capacity of the atudant g 

group aa such. Lost of tha b r i l l i a n t ones, tha mora eenal t iva beoaas 
viotlme of tha a: staa and early i n the ir manhood departed to tha shades but 
I ean e t l l l r eca l l eaoh one with h i s jo ie da v i v r e . 

"hen I returned to Capa Town I f a i t myself a country l a s s for i n tha 
middle twantlaa thare was a now In te l l e c tua l a c t i v i t y pervading tha 

atmosphere. Thar* was a resurgence ai-ongst a l l i n t e l l e o t u a l e of every 
colour and shade* Progressive leoturera a t tha University of Capa Town 

masters i n t h e i r own f i e l d of mathematios, Biology, soience, languages, ar t 
and l i t e r a t u r e war* bringing i n new idea" and alec o ld ideas i n now forma, 
l i k a absolute freedom, free thought e t c . Tha impact of tha Russian Revol-
u t ion , fringing a fraah revolutionary outlook on a l l soo ia l , p o l i t i c a l 
and s c o p e raattero wara diaauaoad fever i sh ly , f i r a t smongat tha white 
i n t e l l i g e n t s i a and ap l l l ed over to tha Blaeks. I f a i t myself wanting i n 
th i s heady atmosphere end began to study with tha saaa feveriahneee, f i r s t 
tha l i t e r a t u r e of the great Russian wri ters , "'."Tie Brothara Karanazov", "War 
and Feaoe", "Crina and Punishment" wara books that hold aa spellbound. 
LamontoY and Oblomov wara writers who also posed tha great probleme of tha 
ago There waa Gorki too and a host of o thers . Those extraordinary 
c r i t i c s , Chernyevsky, Belinsky and Dobrulybov far i n advance of the ir time 
aat atandarda unequalled eve* to t h i s day* I aant remember them a l l * 
Todsy aa I ean raoa l l 1 s t i l l faal tha lyricism of thoaa ideas that must 
hava seeped through every and f lbra of ay being. Tou w i l l notiea that I 
had l e f t but not yat deserted tha Slyalan f i e l d s of England but tha grant 
humanity axprasaad so poignantly i n Busaian l i t e r a t u r e invaded ay Bind. 
This was the oondion huiaalne that gave me sustenance then and remainn today 
as the source of my strength* I t i s eaid that the poet must burn the reader 
with his word but the writer has the same claim. The Frenoh writers to 
whoa I turned next, Balsaa, Stendhal, &nile Zola to name but a few became 
my bed companions and led to further development of my being. The great 
Greek tragedian of Aeskylus, Sophocles and Buripides gave aa a more 
rounded development, I think. These were soma of the peaks thet had to 
lead only to ono road. 

For me I e o u l l not eeeape to l i t e r a t u r e aa a way out of the aoelal iawlamm. 
oetraelem T had to endure da i l y , the a l i g h t s acted out to the oppressed* 
I was tempted but I seemed to hava been more of a p o l i t i c a l animal* I 
eonoelved a loathing for the l i b e r a l s who coated the b i t t e r p i l l o f 
inhumanity by soothing ayrupa, careful ly d i s t i l l e d of r e l i g i o n , patience 
and forbearanoe to the oppressed and who wielded saoh inf luence over the 
Blaoka* 

I began to olimb the forbidding peak of learning to understand the p o l i t i e e 
o f our oppression* Many l e f t - c l u b s , p o l i t l o a l i n nature had by then ooae 
Into being to tudy tha i l i a of the age and to provideo a way out of th i s 
e losad and oppreaaive soo ie ty . I t inted these to the f u l l for they were 
wide-ranging In oharaeter* Science, l i t e r a t u r e , a r t , economies, p o l i t i c s in 
r e l a t i o n to man's development and progress were subjects hot ly debated ^ { 
and dieeuasad by men who l a t e r became famous i n the internat ional € 0 B ^ 
In the ir own f i e l d * There were men l i k e Farringdon, professor of Greek 
who wrote the c l a s s i c "Greek Science", Bodmer "The Loom of Language" who 
waa asked by the Chinese to putthe Chinese s c r i p t into Roman l e t t e r s also 
other famous f igures . I waa than Just a student, eagerly absorbing theae 
new ideaa. And slowly i t dawned on me that a l l aJPf, y e a , a l l human knowledge 
whether philosophy, sc ience, p o l i t i c s was int imately re lated to the way man 
produced (and reproduced)hie meana of l l v l lhood and h i s soc ia l structures* 

I was now ready to turn to the moot urgent problem which faced our own fa**** 
sooiety - namely the l ibera t ion of the oppressed people i n our land, the 

thinkers of the world - Rouaseau and Fourier before the great French 
Revolution and the many Utopian writers shoes theories came under the 
blanket tore of a c o i a l l e a . Aa you w i l l appreciate at t h i s stage I became 
somewhat of an i d e a l i s t in tha philosophical sense . Tou must also under
stand that the way a human being develops i s never In a straight l ine* 
I waa sometimes roving forward and sometimes backward. I waa slgsagging 
l i k e a crab sidswaya i n mental development* I t i e onlyhere, at th i s 

/ a t t h i s . . . . 
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raonent i n tiejr. that T an putt ing come loglo to the process of growth* 
Suddenly then, l i k e a wan who had boon long traversing a dassrt look-

i n ra in for •aatenaaee but a l l the whila moving In o i r o l s s 9 I cam* 
across ths wri t ings of i.arx and Bngels, ths g r s a t s s t of a l l philosophers 
who roduosd a l l thsas Tagus Utopian worlds of a batter U f a f o r mankind 

in to a science* I t waa l i k s drinking froa a l i f e - g i v i n g stream of 
sparkling watar- Ths s c i n t i l l a t i n g s t j l e of Carl Kara, the c l a r i t y 
with which he d i s sec ted eociety with I t s struetures gave me a d i r e s t -
ion and a purpose i n l i f e which have auetalned as and s t i l l susta in no 
throughout thsas long years . Subjectively I and our groupy sicongst whoa 
wsrs Tabata and my youngest brother Ooolaa, though ready to take respons
i b i l i t y , vera i n fact catapulted into the etraaa of p o l i t i e a l l i f e * 

Forln 1935* *hen the Government launched a new attaok on the r lghta of the 
Afriean people* «s had no option but to spearhead the attack againat any 
move by the old leadership to compromise and oame out for a boycott 
of the new lawo* Tats and eirouaatanoe soon placed the mantle of leader* 
ship on our shoulders* Our mission was to create a new leadership based 
on pr inoip lss - a 10-Point denand for democratic r ight s for a l l men and 
women, regardleea of colour, raoe, sex and r e l i g i o n born i n South Africa. 
For over ten long years we had undergone a long arduous tra ining and 
apprenticeship before we thought wa ware qual i f ied enough to enter upon 
the p o l i t i c a l arena* The opportunity came a t the Convention In 1935 and 
another nine ya&ra had to paaaf a time of ra l ly ing ihe ardent young people 
to max the l i b e r a t i o n atruggle and educating them i n our ideas before 

the Unity iU>vement was born i n 1943* *e had to aqueese the laat drop of 
the s lave froa cvary individual and mora, from the whole of the oppressed 
people to make i t truly free , oo that they could be recept ive to our ideas* 
Our f i r s t move "as to carry out an inteneive propagand againat the 
ins id ious s lave mentality and to break the barr iers between the d i f f e r 
ent nectiona of the oppressed people and to lay the foundations for unity 
on the bas i s oJT a common programme* 

I think we oan say, In a l l modesty that these two aims have been aeoompliah-
ed and have beocae part of the common heritage* Thi oppressed stand today 
on thjKthrenhhold of greater things to ooas* They are ready, even more 
than^' prep- red shal l we say to forge the ir fwwrtsw dest iny - t h e i r freedom 
and l ibera t ion froa oppression and exploitat ion* 

To our youth we say f l n a l l y i "Tour duty i s to squ«ese the laat drop of 
the s lave out of yoursel f by hard work, by education, by taking r e e -
ponnibl l i ty and sel f -exhauation in one's chossn f i e l d * • 

And to Afrloa who today unknowingly bars our way, we sayi "There i s a t l d s 
In ths a f f a i r s of men afcak which taken a t the f lood leads on to fortune, 
omitted a l l the voyages of t h e i r l i f e l e bound i n shallowa and i n 
miseriee*" 

In conclusion I want to pay tr ibute to a l l thoee revc lut ionar iee , comrades 
and the a l l l l o n a of naaeleaa ones who throughout the centuries have un
s t in ted ly la id down the ir l i v e s i n the oauae of freedom, 

I thank you a l l * 


