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WELT FORMER. FRESIDENT of the SRC, Universl) of the
G, was elected b the snudents to deliver the address at the pradustion
ceremony tn April 1972, The University authorities subseguently suspended
Mr. Tiro aed masy grotess By the soudent body followed. The entire
wtaderns hody way then expelled ad 1old to reapply for admission. Mr. Tiro
was refused rendmission. Protests then erupied on bath black and wihite
campuses avd governmenr reaction follawed.

Speech defivered on Graduation Day
on behalf of the Graduands

Mr. Chancellor, Mr. Vice-Chancellor and Rector, Ladies and
Gentlemen, allow me to start off by barrowing language from oor Prime
Minister, Mr. Vorster. Addressing A S.B. congress in June last year Mr.
Vorster said: 'No Black man has landed in trouble for fighting for what is
Jegally his' Ahbough | don't know how {ar true (his bs, | make this stre-
ment my bunch pad. R.13. Briensmead, an American lny preacher says: ‘He
who withhilds the truth o debirs men frem motives of its expediency s
either o coward, & criminal or both'. Therefore Mr. Chancellor T will try as
much as possible to say nothing elss har the truth, And to me trath means
‘practical reali

Addressing us on the occasion of the formal opening of this University
Mr. Phatudi, o Lebows Territorial Authority officer said that in as much a5
there is American Education there had to be Baniu. Ladies and geatiemen |
am conscientiously bound to differ with him. In America theee is nﬂlluns
like Negro Bed Indinn Ed Coloured
European Education. We do not kave a aystem of education commaon ma]!
South Africans. What is there in European Education which s not good for
the African? We want a system of education comman 1o all South Africans,

In theory Bantu Education gives our parents & say in our education but
in practice the opposite is troe. At this University U.ET). students are
forced 10 study Philosophy of Education through the medium of
Afrikaans, When we want 1o know why we are told that the Senate has
decided 50, Apparently this Senate is our parents.

Time and again [ ask mysell: How do biack lecturers contribute to the
administration of this University? For if you look at all the committees they
are predominantly white if not completely white. Here and there one finds




two of three Africans whe, in the opinion of students are white black men,
We have a students’ Dean without duties, We fesl that if it ks in any way
necesdary to bave a students” Dhean we must elect our own Dean, We know
praphe whi can represent us.

The Advisary Council is said to be representing our parents. How can it
neprisent them when they have not elected o These peaple must of neces-
sity please the man who appointed them. This Council consists of chisfs
whe have mever been to University. How can they know the necds of
students when they have not been subjected to the same conditions. Those
who bave heen to Uiniversity have never studied under Banto Education.
“What authentic opinion can they express when they don't know how pain-
ful it is 10 study under a repugnant system of education’

I wonder if this Advisory Council knows that a Black man has been most
unceremaniously kicked out of the bookshop. Apparently, this is reserved
for Whites, According to the Policy, ¥an Schaiks has no right 1o run a
bookshop here. A White member of the Administration has heen given the
meat contract 1o supply a University—a Black University. Those who
amarphously support the policy may say that there are no Black people to
supply it. My answer to them ist Why are they not able to supply the

What is th 7 Iz it not done that they are not
in & position to supply these commodities?

White students are given vacation jobs at this University when there are
students who could not get their resulis due to outstunding fees. Why does
the Administrution nod give these jobs to these students? These White
students have cleven Universities where they can get vacation johs, Does
;be Administration expect me 10 get a vacation job at the University of

Pretorial

Right now, our parents have come all the way from their homes only to
he locked outside, We are 1old that the hall is full, | do not accept the argu-
ment that there is no accommadation for, in 1970 when the Administeation
wanted Lo accommaodate everybody i tent was put up and close-cireuit tele-
wision was installed. Front seats are given 1o people who cannot ever cheer
s, My father i seated there at the back. My dear people. shall we ever geta

_ e deal in this band? —the land of our fathers.

The system is failing. It i failing becawse even those who recommend it
strongly, as the only solution, to rocial problems in South Afrca, fail to
adhere to the leter and spirit of the Policy. According to the Policy we

Dr. Eisclen 1o decline chancellorship in favour of o Black man,
dear parents, these are the injustices no normal student can tolerate—no
matter who be is and where he comes from.

In the light of what has been said above the challengs 1o every black
graduate in this country lies in the fact that the guilt of all wrongful actions ¢
in South Africa, iction without trial,
from and wark for the emdication af the system breeding such evils, To
these who whole-heartedly support the Policy of Apartheid T say: Do oo
think shat the wiriie minority can willingly commit political swicide by
ereatiing pumerons sietes witfoh might s ot to be kestile in feary

We black grudustes, by virlue of our ags and academic standing are
heing called upon 1o greater responsibilities in the liberation of our people.
Chur so-called leaders have become the bolts of the same machine which
ershing us a5 a nation. We hove 10 back them and educate them. Times are
changing and we should change with them, The magic story of human
achievement gives immefutable proof that as soon as nnnnmilsm is
awnkened nmaong the intelligentsin it becomes the vanguard in the struggle




agninet alien rule. OF what use will be your education if you can't help your
cauntry in her bour of need? If your education is not linked with the entire
continent of Africa it s meaningess,

Hemember what Mrs. Surman said: “There is one thing which the
minaster cannol do: He cannot ban ideas from men’s minds',

In conclusion Mr. Chancellor | say: Let the Lord he puhed, Tor the ‘.l’
shall come, when all men shall be free to breathe the ir of freedom and
when that day shall come, no man, no matter how many tanks he has, will
reverse ihe course of events. God Bless you all!

A, Tiro.

Ch the White English language rnmpum there war wukr,wmdnqlpmr
Sor she demmands for @ comme e o ypntem and an af
wdicational opportunites for erl amed White, The povermmen, the
D RC, the Afrikaans press and the authorities of the Afrikeans Univer-
sities reacted vith the wal argament that the studemt “unrest™ was poet of
an internationad leftist conspiracy seeking the complee overthrow of lew
and order and of the Sowth Afrivan vway of fife,

As an !.nm!,nff of the w; in wiich these power groups reacted with
authorisarianism amed lrek of insighe frto the read ivues involved, we
pubiich the following extracts:

Joint Statement issued by the Rectors of the Afrikaans Universities

“Th h been so d and carried out
while the points of view advanced by students, as well as beoturers, contrasts
so radically with our educational system and also with the entire
foundation upon which our community and Government structure rest,
that we are forced mﬂpmﬁourviﬂsm\tkmmr

“We welcome it that students should show o Tively interest in matters af
national importance in the educational, social and political field, This inte-
rest must, however, be expressed in such & way that the first priority should
continue 1o be devated to their studies.

“We express our alarm and disapproval of the extent to which student
demonstrations have recently disturbed the peace and order o essential for
ncademic work, We express our suppast o the authorities in the execotion
of their mponnbill\y to maintain law and order in difficult and delicate
crcumstances

“‘Pnlmlunvlly in South Mnea should lnll.uw the proper constitutional
channels. We regard demonstra nnel of political action
unworthy of an academic community. They lppell to the emations and not
o reason. We siress that especially in our time it is & responsibility of
recognised political partiea and nmmnlmm fo create better measures ta

imvolve our youthful citizens, in the exch
of ideas and decisi king which is the foundation of the of
political polickes.

“In recent times, sharp criticism has been levelied at the educational
system in South Africa. We are convinced that the provision of separate
appartunities for the different national groups is completely reconcilable
with education of u good quality,

“From our personal knowledge and from the experience of our lecturers



who co-operate in various ways with universities for Non-Whites, it is our
conviction that work of a particularly high standard is being done at those
universities.

“We would also point out that the State’s expenditure per student at the
Naon-White universitics is much higher than at the White universities ...

“There it no reason why universities limited to one particular national
group should not maintain =ulnplury academic standards..., We support
separate educational provision for the different groups as a uncssary pre-
requisite for I]ne full development of cach national group. We emphasise
that ly implies that ion will take

place in all other sphn.n:: of society.

“Our lusion is that the ions are aimed at a radical revo-
Iution of the social and political order in our country. We and our univer-
sities will oppase this with all our might.”

The statement was signed by the following rectors and vice-chancellors:
Professor H.1J. Bingle (University of Potchefstroom for C.H.E.),
Professor LN, de Villiers (Stellenbosch), Professor E.M, Hamman
(Pretoria), Professor B. Kok (Free State), Professor E.J, Marias (Port
Elizabeth), and Professor G.Y.N. Viljoen (Rand Afrikaans).

The Broad Moderatare of the Ned. Geref. Church

“The Church wishes heartily to thank the suthorities and particularly the
police , for timely and responsible steps ... to control this permissiveness
and these m[ull} plenned methods of cmllns chaos and destroying
peace and order in our country”.

1t also praised the Toyal, responsible and dutiful efforts of thousands of
students who refused to “sing in the same choir™ as the protesters. The
Church was proud of them and wished them “the Lord's richest blessing.”

Transvasl Director of Education

[, ALL. Kotzee, Transvaal Director of Education, said at n meeting in
Johannesburg on the 22nd June 1972

“Student unrest on the campus is being planned imternally by communist
and nihilist groups —their aim is anarchy and the destruction of Western
civilisation, piece by piece,” he said. They used the strategies of “shocking,
freaky apparel, bad language. the degrndation of sex to animal level, and
drugs:? (Rand Daily Mail, 23 June, 1972)

Capies uf this document and other background papers and
study aids are available from Spro-cas ar £.0. Box 31134,
Bragmfontein, Transvaael.
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