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I t i s necessary t o review where we are now and make plans to f i t ourselves in to 

this.We should go back b r i e f l y t o the end of World War Il.We have seen the v a l i d i t y 
of the statement t ha t war i s the locomotive of h i s to ry in the tremendous amount of 
ohange since the end of the war.We are even l i k e l y t o forget how h i s t o r i c a l events 
have brought about g rea t changes in the shor t period of 25 y e a r s . The Soviet Union 
then cont ro l led every Communist country and those countr ies tha t broke from the 
g r ip of imperialism .Br i t a in had become a t h i r d - r a t e power, but the U.S. had become 
the gendarme of the wor ld . I t seemed impossible t o break through these two g i a n t s . 

World-shaking events,however,took placet Korea,then Indo-China when Prance was 
ousted and the U.S. moved in and got bogged down ever since .The U.S . , too ,has an 
Achi l les h e e l , i t i s not so invinc ib le or capable of holding back world h i s t o r y . 
Progressive forces have broken up the monolithism of the USSH. China and the S o c i a l i s t 
world have found more elbow room for themselves) discussions on the reaseessment of 
Marxism took place freely,away from the s t i f l i n g umbrella of the USSR. Br i t a in opened 
up the epoch of neo-colonialiami f i r s t India, then Africa and the Caribbean.Prance had 
to follow s u i t a f t e r Indo-China. 

America i t s e l f had to a l t e r the old system. Cuba became the c a t a l y s t which taught 
America many lessons i the Cuban revolu t ion car r ied Castro far beyond what he ever 
dreamed of. Once a revolu t ion has s t a r t ed i t wi l l go by i t s own logic and momentum 
beyond the bounds of cap l t a l i sm.The rea f t e r f a l l revolut ions had to be crushed,even i f 
they were 'democra t ic ' revolut ions . The U.S. could t o l e r a t e only d i c t a to r sh ip s in these 
count r ies and had to get r i d of democratic reformism. Europe opened the way towards 
neo-colonial ism, which had now to be reversed or changed. 

We can now draw the conclusion t ha t the epoch of grant ing independence has come t o 
a olose.We are l i v i n g through the e ra of the re-oonquest of Afrioa.All s igns show they 
have found neo-colonialism too dangerous.A new period has opened up.Gradual etages In 
a revolu t ion i s not poss ib le in modern times c e r t a i n l y .A revolu t ion must go the f u l l 
d i s t ance ,un l ike what the pe t i t -bourgeois thought. Even bourgeois democracy has now 
become a danger to imperia l ism-capi ta l ism. Hence various coups-detat which are a l l par t 
and parcel of the re-conquest of ex-colonia l c o u n t r i e s . The lesson we have to learn 
onoe again i s t ha t to s top a revolut ion half-way,to consolidate what we have won,is t o 
lose i t . Our Rat ional revolut ion must of necess i ty pass over to a Soo i a l i s t revolut ion 
in one and the same s t r u g g l e . This i e what we have l e a r n t from the r e s t of Afrioa.But 
i t merely confirms the pos i t ion we had arr ived a t t h e o r e t i c a l l y a long time ago-We 
must continue to think in terms of te lescoping the etages in our revolut ion without 
necessa r i ly skipping them.We cannot think of consol ida t ing a t any a tage . 

We must , therefore ,consider the National Movements within t h i s mil ieu of re-oonquest 
by imperial ism-capital ism .Many have been oaught unawares in t h i s p e r i o d . l t has been 
the fa te of many movements tha t the pe t i t -bourgeois occupied the leadership end the 
centre of the s t a g e . l t was the e ra in which they played t h e i r r o l e , b u t neo-colonialism 
came too l a t e on the scene for them t o play t h e i r c l a s s i c ro le s in any s ign i f i can t 
manner. l t was inev i tab le t ha t those movements t ha t r e f l ec ted the neo-co lon ia l ie t 
outlook were to occupy the cent re of the s t a g e . The ANC of South Africa i s no accident . 
The ANC has always been supported by the l i b e r a l bourgeoisie for use i n t e r n a l l y against 
the openly f a s o i s t i o wing of the herrenvolk.The C.P. of S.A. played i t s p a r t i n the 
same th ing ,whi l s t the C.P. of the Soviet Union pushed Nationalism and bols tered i t . 
Moscow oaptured these movements and stopped the revo lu t ion , thus f inding i t s e l f on the 
same s ide of the barr icades as imperialism-capital ism* 

Now imperialism i fsBff i s c los ing t h i s epoch because of general world events .This 
has given r i s e to a new s i t u a t i o n for what i s to-day cal led Trotskyism to come in to 
i t s own - for Marxism,that i s , t o do so .Left-wing pa r t i e s and tendencies are now able 
to develop.The Soviet Union has had to a l l y i t s e l f with imperialism and stamp out any 
genuine revo lu t ion .Even mildly l e f t movements have had to be subjugated by imperialism. 

Regroupment of forces have had to take place .Vietnam has revealed this jChina 
drawing unto i t s e l f some s a t e l l i t e s .There has come about a re-alignment of forces in 
the Soo i a l i s t camps. The Third World i s suf fer ing the s t r a i n s .Thus the OAU i s beginning 
to d i s i n t eg ra t e soon a f te r i t s formation.This i s not a bad thing,though - t ha t the 
OAU i s f a l l i n g apar t and a new alignment of forces in Africa i s to take i t s plaoe. 
New cohesions and a l l i ances are being revealed.Events are pushing them one way or the 
o t h e r . 

Liberatory Movements a l so are being forced in to t h e i r respec t ive posit ions.Those 
L ib . movements pushed by the OAU now find themselves in a vo id , a vacuum having been 
crea ted . This i s the s i t u a t i o n we are f inding ourselves in to-dayi the vacuum has to 
be f i l l e d by e i t h e r progressive or react ionary forces .We are faced to-day with having 
t o f i l l the vacuum,the s i t u a t i o n being favourable to a l l revolut ionary fo rces . 
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