2 1ig SXGHL.’I-ZA“CVB AND ROLE 1§ THE LIFE OF
THE COMMUYITY. (Temba Soro)

I begin unhesitatingly by stating that we have been defined as non-this
and non“that. Our essence. for a'long time has been in negation and

We have ly chorused this negative historical
definitions by others that we have unwittingly contributed to our own
relegation to the nether regions of human existence. No wonnder it is
only in a countryl: like South Africa that one group of nsople has become
the negative of another. We are 'non-whites' whcse basic humanity lies
in the essence of non-beingness. We were not only so defined but in our
powerleseness we connived at “his degrading and denigre:
All this we did and others were just tco happy tc demonsirate how we fit
in into thie category of sub-humans. All because we eve not white.

This historieal acceptance of the inferior category resulted in the in-
built value systems of a depraved, deprived and quasi-deraizged beings.
By accepting this the white men came in to round-up the remnants of his
dirty work. He deliberately oppresses, supprestes and even depres ses us.
Ve are discriminated against, denigrated and even denied our dignity.
S}ply beceuse we are not white. We have never denied that we are NOT
white, but we have always (at least some of us) denied that we are non-
whites.All these things have been done to us; simply because God chos

e create us black.

We are economically exploited and expropriated for the benefit of the
few.We ave politically dispossessed and disenfranchésid simply becuuse
this social disorder miist give order, security end comfort to the few.
Thig no doubt ig naked racism.
The black community of this world especislly in a wilitary camp like
South Africa is invar iably inevitably tm a collision course with this
racism, Grless | * Wwe enter into a collusion with this recist system in
2 Jo orsate and tignten further Letters £, keep us in bondage.which
ry tragic thing indeed
2100k ‘tudents Gome 86 laam 1n @ that this eciem is sustained
and nourished by force, exploitation and discriminatory legislations.
Ae students living in a circumscribed social structure we in time come
to realise that power is ruthlessly empleyed by waites to maintain
the privileges of the few.
Consequently black students are also kept in chock by this opprossive
oulture, It denies them the right to thinik and act independently as au-
tonemous human beings. The 1illcgic of this coercive society deunads thah
all less privileged people cannot have the right of choice of free parti-
seipation in institutions of thoir own desire.This is_racism in operation.
A Gevernmental wh.m is the scle and final determinant of Black studengs'
1lives.Their friendehips are ved; both their 1 and
spiritual resid ars heavily In the name of whiteness




ffies are perpetrated.Hence black students have discovered that they
% no choice tut to march boldly on the road to ¢nllision; there are
no detours; detours are betrayal to humanity at large. Black students are
. forced to face the realities of this age and challenge this racistie
whiteness whose sole motive is the exclusivistic preservation of power
in the hends of the whites. This is a historical “frdth*/.~. We too can
escape escalating the challenge.

Ped up with whiteness, and fed to the brim with Blackness as a faith black
students have begun questioning the validity of white assumptions. White
"christian" ethics decree an ethical non-violence code but unashamedly
practice brutal force in socio-political sphere. The inherent discripance
ies impligit in the White Moral Code is naturally irreconcilliable with
the tenets of true humanity, which humanity is embodied in the faith of
Black Consciousness. White social order begin with the false premise that
whiteness is value. Whiteness is here equated with value. But if whitenese
is true what about blackness?

Whites have a ready-made answer to tr this question: "C Lord, wash my
hands sothat they must be as white as sntw, because black is the badge
of evil, the dungeon of hell. O God the prince of evil is dark himself.

So i.et there be all whiteness. Amen". But is it true? Is this blatant
supplication to a White God true humility?. Is whiteness the passport
to eternity? It may be true that whiteress 1is the avenue of and to plea-
sures and yrivileges, but does this automatically lead to superior humani-
ty? Is phitenessreally o passport to Heaven? Whites, impervious to anythi-
ng black, steeped neck-decp in the vitriol of their racism, answer 'yes'
tc these questions. Blacks naturally do not believe an iota of this. ans-
wer. They answer with an overwhelming 'No' to thése questions.

Without doubt the student communkty deny the validity ofthis 'divine'
political domination by Whites ever tlacks.They refuse to accord respect-
ability to the vile and heinous usarpation of human dignity of blacks.AS
enlightened people living in an enlightened community black students re-
cod ise the parencic and pathological desire of certain people who should
be black but nevertheless are whiteist in aspirations.Black consciosness
comes in here to eradicate the dregs of these whiteist hang-overs which
are nothing else but disguised complexes of inferiority.Black consciousne-
ss is a faith which attempts to bring lost brothers and sisters to the
mould and fold of true humanity. It seeks to re-establish the true values
of man back to man himself.

In life there are no neutrel tones.Life is purely an Either/Or situation.
Ypu are either human or non-human, either a man or a woman, an exploiter
or an exploited; you are a posses:or or a dispossed; you are either black
or white; you are kither a problem or a solution,, an oppressor or an
oppressed. There are no half-way stations here except in the nysticel ter—
minolgy of the liberals, whose true role properly examined is that of
seductive oppression: oppres:ing people bty default. We must not be aware
that their bole is to cheat us of our wits and teach us their hypocritical
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Piack Consciousness implies the totality of involvement of all oppressed
people to recreate new value syetems that shall regard man as man for
what he is; i.e. a value system which will free man from the bondsself
self imposed slavery accruing out of living in a racist society. Black
Consciousness is a way of life which attempts not only to break the
chains of servitude but liberates the Black man from an induced sense of
inferiority. Black Consciousness means the closing of ranks of all
oppressed people in the world. They must come together and as a solid
force move forward and destroy the racist myth that says they are born
inferior and shall die as third rate beings in a white powered universe.

This concept broken down means:-

1. The liberation of all oppressed people from psychological and
physical imprisonment.

2. The solidarity referred to is Black Solidarity which recognises that
black people have one thing in commen; oppression. The focal point
of their suffering is skin images. We must therefore rally around
this central point of suffering. As scon as all people realize that
they are oppres ed simply because they do not own a white skin,

) they will submerge their differences to form a cohesive group and
challenge the racism that is meted out by the white world.

3. The self defination referred to here is a new mental structure that
seeks to answer the question; Who am I? What am I? Am I a being?
a positive beins, with positive values? If so who is my author?

4. A combination of 1,2, .gnd 3 meen only one thing; the creation of
new life styles that shall eradicate the white superstition that
Black people are foreigners in their country of birth. If . iyou
do not believe me listen to whet Hertzogites or Herstigers say
about us: "The Coolie does not belong here. He has no home here.

The Herstigers have merely articulated in clear tlunt language what
nther whites ho}d true but lack the courage to give it expression
except in the sanctity of their bars and bathrooms.

The Black students do not only deny these claims hut propose alternate
life-views - politically, educationally, calturally, religiously and
economically. But before they formulate their own alternatives they mu-
st first adopt that faith which calls upon these people who have been
disbanded into various categories of inferiority, euphemistically
called nbn-whites, to throw away their shackles and create a new social
order.

According tc the beliefs of Black consciousness not everybody whe ks
not white is actually black. There are thcse people whose soul is an
appendage of Wonderboom, Lower Houghton, Berea or Brighton Beach. These
are the black skinned white-sovlled lost brothers.



gave sold their black souls for “he meagre ‘dubious returns of the
#lts of Baaskar. In view of this it is nbvious that blackness is pri-
farily an attitude to life rather than a matter of the images of
pigmenetation.. No doubt colour does play a role and it is only Incide-
ntal but who brought the colour issues to our attention tn the first place
ce? Let us nct play down the influences of the last 300 years of physscal
beatings and slave mentalities.

Because Black consciousnes: wishes, among other things to eliminate White
racism, it has been villified as . rmeaning Black racism. Some people
who sheuld know better do not know that powerlessness is never commen—
surate with racism. Without power black pwople can never be racists,

let alone practice it. Mueycannsver go about this country of ours placing
notices reading ‘ncne-this' gnd ‘none-that', . *Hy nave no power to

do so. Power is as power does. Power is ' effective t> the extent
that it is wielded and the critics of Saso too betfier know this. So

can we not be called Black Power groups. In South Africa this charge

is as absurd as meaninglesc.

As for saying Black Consciousness is a form of racism it is surely to
demonstrate the height i of naivetty. Such ccnception panders to the.
absurdities absolute. IZ Blacks say so then I can only express my co-
ncern at this schitzophrenic thinking. Whites have no need to cry
'racism'. What have they been doing since 16527

These Caucasians refuse to abdicate irom their ensccnced and entrenched
throne cf Power because by so doing they would be creating a solu-
tion to a problem which they are harpy o let remain a problem.

Can the malady and maleise of this society be cured by enything? Since
God refuses to arbritrate man must arbitrate himself. The blackman has
to tell whitey that he is fed'With his educational, political, theolo-
gical and cultural prescriptidne to this sick pararcic society.

The black studert is seeking new dimensions to education. He regards the
mgjority of his educationak norms to be anachroncstic and irrelevant
tohis own needs. He believes that hy having a bilateral interchange
with his community he would be on the sure path to liberation. He be-
lieves his educational system is enslaving and it must be rejecied and
new ones be brought in.

Radism hégns discrimination for the purposes of exploitation. ALl
whites are exploiters - some exploit directly othere indirectly. The
latter are the chorists of "ag tog", 'ooh', "shame" whenever some black
skinned unfortunate fellow is in the hands of some burly Van der Skiet.
Yet whenever balloting times come they quickly des ert their corridors
ef 'ag tog' and ‘shame' and prefer a bulleting bass to continue his
with his trigger-happy morality.What has happened to their 'my god!
poohhais? When Ba-s Boss is back into power these tearful apologists
will once more come with their sentimental bubble about bad the'other'
white is. These are the directionlecs multiracialists or intzgrationists




FBlack conschousnes. Tie. clack students are trying to educate the

& community to know that they are on their own and must fely on their
4wn resoures for any salvationyfhey are their own lessiah and not even
God will descend from his ivory s and come and help them. Besides God is
never in the habit of coming down to solve any body's problems. The Black
community, especially the Christian community is still pafalysed and
bmmobilised by this false notion that sometime in the forever receeding
future God will come.Fortunately even the Church is beginning to see the
light and stop preaching this divisive whiteist tactic.

People who enjoy something cannot sincerely criticise it. If they do they
can only be hypccrites. You cannot come’ to an ideological confercnce table
and ¢ © shed a few cups of tears®R8#’sorry you are because blacks
are oppressed §' you immediately go back to your white laager and. enjoy
the fruits of :he object of your cnticim,ﬁéﬁ@&‘b?&éﬂ%ﬁg‘ggg%ﬁi and
must keep on telling their unfortunate and uneducated brothers in the
black Ghetoes that what is common to 21l of us is a white monolith. No
black man ever fits into the ghite scheme of things, except those non-
whites who in their desire to bootlick the whiteman demonstrate such
twisted logic that they suffer from delusions of grandeor.

Whi “fs cannot and must not be accepted into black ranks.They will pollute
and whiten our cause and course. They are forever looking for divine expla-
nations and celestial rationalizations to the iniquities inherent in their
inequalities and inquisitions. They try and demonstrate to a bewildered
Black population how moral their immorality is. They know their own hy-
pocritical and nefarious roles but still those dull-witted people who should
1d be blacks yet are non-whiteist value-crientated, still pay homage to
this angry policy-ged of the Caucasoids.

Hence the black student today does not accept nor does he recognise th e
normative criteria as universally ¥alid for all people. He rejects them
Because they are exploitative ond oppressive. Since that unfortunate
date, 1652, people who have been gnainvéqend discriminated against have
had to endure sufferings of all sorts: physical and mroal torturcs of
gre.t magnitude. It is for the reason that some black souls have forever
been captured by the Caucasoids and they refuse to conceive of any other
sarthly other than this.

Yet we know that our objcdtive is great and dark. Our rcad is stroight,
slack and arresting; our intentions are black, dark and noble.We do not
vish to escape from ourseclves; necither do we wish to destroy whitieness
among whites; but what we wish to do is to destrby whiteness as far as
it affects us.To eradicate this cancer from our midst.

Ve are godless as it is now.Our gods have becn scarred away by the hells
and ghosts of the white bible. We therefors have become tha marginal
»eople; alwrys playing peripheral roles. Alienated from God, from one
inother, and from ourselves. We are nothing else but white stereotypes.

ve can only be what we want to be only if we stand up and BE what we want
50 be. We can be black, with black face and black faith and our deeds the
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ﬂ;v‘g'pl'bome of that which is nobler— Blackness. We do not have to prove
our humanity in spite of our blackness. Our blackness is an aspect of
humanity. This is what the sudent in the black community teaches the
people. He does this through the self-help schemes.

We say ell this because we know what we are because we know what we
want to be.To be thus is to be ourselves.This is where a facet of
Black consciousness comes to teach the people who they are and who their
maker is. This facet is Bla..ck Theology. This theology Jis not a theo-
logy of absolutes but it is a theology of existential problems. It deal
-s with the realities of this hell rather than with the beauties,of
the hercafter. 'I have come to liberate the poor and set the down-
trodden free', said Jesus, one thousand nine hundred and seventy one
years ago.

This is the message we must give the people: liberate the poor and

set the down-trodden free. All history has followed this road. I do
not have to tell you that the liberating consciousness behind the Afri-
kaener victory in 1902 was this liberating consciousness.I don't have
to mention other historical phenomena in order to show that this
consciousness is as alive as it is vital

It is no wonder that it is the youth - the black youth of this country
who first articulated this consciousness. Nor is it a coincidence.They
have been watching the lives of black people going to the dogs, nay
they have possed the dogs #hey are heeding for the pigs.

"Unless you have an ideal to fight for , even to die for, then you
have no right to live". Thise words were said to me by one Rector of
thise tribel universities. "If you haven't found something you will
die for, then you aren't fit to live", said Martin Luther King. Now
black man, you are your own redeemer, but where is your ideal?

How many of us here schooled in the Academy of sugary values had we been
given the chance of esceping out of skins, would not jump out foster
‘z'qan lightning? Simply because we would want to escape from imprisonng
skin? I, other words we hated ourselves. We may deny it but we hated
ourselves. We were ashamed to be sevn .im. our ugly skins We prefered
a whiter skin, That skin would be an opening to hamburghers, cakes
Merceds Benz, swimring pcols, and Heaven itself.That is why therc are
still people who hate themselves, for lacking a four-letter word I
will call them euphemistically,'rnon-whites'. Blacks no longer care
for these white values. There is something to be lived for: liberation.
Liberation in the context of Black consciousness is a far more wider
connotation, It refers to the total emancipation of the wholc men.



