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FOREWCED

Ever since 1959, when the Extension of University Education Act and the
Fort Hare Umiversity College Transfer Act became law, NIBAS has looked

for ways in which to continue its public witness of the belief in academic
freedom, Althougn the long struggle of NIBAS, and of staff ard students

of Universitles and University Colleges in NIBAS to preserve what academic
freedom did exist in South Africa came to mething, we felt that our struggle
was not a short term one it must go on as long as NIBAS existed,

However, in our public witness, we did not wish to mourn merely

the lost remnants of academic freedom, for we knew that full academic
freedom, could never oxist in an undemocratic country and we knew too that
to mourn something that had never really existed was pointless,

We decided instead to affirm our belief in academic freedom in anticipaticn
of its achievement but at the same time we knew that it was not enovgh

to affirm our belief in academic freedom without affirming our belief in
human freedom because we realised that without human freedom we could

not have academic freedom,

On May 16, 1963 the first Day of Affirmation of Academic Freedom and

Human Freedom was orgamised, During the days preceding the national evont
centres affiliated to NIBAS held individual events on each campus, Th=:

on the 16th the Presidents of all Unmiversity Student Representative Coumcils
affiliated to NUSAS; the President of Student Representative Council

of the Jnha.tmesburg.ﬂnuega of Education and a representative of the
students of Fort Hare Unmiversity College, together with the NUSAS Pres-
ident assembled at a mass rally at the Durban city hall,

The guest speaker that evering was Archbishop Denis Hurley, chosen by us

to speak because he represented so much more than pa]iﬁual commi ttment

or intellectual involvement, The chairman of the meeting was Mr W,T. Mhlambiso,
then Chairman of the Joint Board of the Student Representative Councils

of Natal University and sometime Vice-President of NUBAS, The pther speaker
waa the President of NUSAS

In this booklet we publish the speeche® made by the guest speaker at the
Eighth Day of Affirmation ceremony, the Right Honorabls Demis Healey,
M.B.E., M.Ps and the Acting Praaident of NIBAS, Horst Kleinschmidt, as well
as the dedication signed by the Student Rapreaantatiw:ﬂ:. The -::aru-.m-::mf
was also held in Durban, but on September 17, 1970, and on the campus of

the Undversity of Hatal at Durban,

The ergamisation of such a naticnal event was pehaps only a minor step towards
the achievement of a South Africa in which academic freedem could exist,

It was however puvblic witness by a few pecple where too many have loust

their courage even to say in public what they believe,

NIBAS is resolved that it will continmue its public witness, this year,
next year and the years after, until we¢ ‘"n South Africa have gained what

we must fight for continmually; a democratic society in which we can have
a true education,



DES TARATTON
OF ACADEMIC AND HUMAN FREEDOM
IN SOUTE AFRICA

Gaethered here at the Unmiversity of Matal, Durban on September 17, 1970 we
affirm our belie. "that it is our duly to uphold the principle that a
wiversity is a place whare men and women, without regard to creed or colour
are welcome to join in une acquisition and advanccment of knowbkdge

"ithat it is the dubty of the university to guarantec the
rights of participants in the opportizdties and privileges made available
by belonging to a widversity

"that academic freedom is essentdal to the integrity
of institutions of higher educatiun and the unfettered pursuwlt of turth

Wthat the ideals of acadomic and human freedom are intimately
bound up with each other and that free universities cannot exdst in an
unfree society
"4e pledge ourselves to work for the attainment of
these idesls : 1 South Africa within our respective institutions, and
to contdmue faithfully to defend them against encroachment in amny form"
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A DECENT RESPECT FCR THE CPINTONS OF MANKTND

The Right Honorable Derds Healey, MoBeEe,Mo.Pa

L ST I R I A R RN N R R R R

First let me =2y that I consider it a very speclal honour to have been
imvited to give this leciure by the National Union of South African Students,
To be following in the footsteps of men like Bobby Kemnedy and Alan

Paton — and how glad we all are to see his passport restored - is in itself
a formidable challenge, But the real honour derives from the character

of the body which has issued the invitation, The Na*tional Umion of

South African Students has a record of coursge and sacrifice in the

cause of human and academic freedom which has given it a2 umique position
in the modern world., With the end of the imperial era the problems of
race and colour are assuming a critical importance in naticnal and
international affairs, The Declaration which you are making today

puts you in the front rank of a struggle for human digmity oi whose
outcome will depend the survival of civilisation as we know it,

perhaps even the suwrvival of the human race,

I know you have no illusions about the difficulties and dangers which
attend the responsibility you undertake by pledging yourselves to work
for the attaimment of academic and human freedom in South Africa, I
hope you will be able to draw comfort and resolution from the knowledge
that thrcughout the world men and women are watching your labours with
admiration and respect and that for this reasn you represent a lifeline
for the South African people as a whole, linking them with the inter-
national commudty and with the histeric traditions of Weatern civilisation,
I believe that in the years to come even those of your fellow-citizens
who now reject your idsals and seek to frustrate your acltivities will
come to be grateful for what you have done, are doing, and will dc to
offer them 2 way of escape from the catastrophe which threatens to
engtlf the Southern half of this great continent,

I have not come to preach a sermon,  Britein has not given up the job of
world policeman to become the world's parson. Nor have we in Britain
any moral qualification tc lectrwe South Africans about the handling of
community relations., The building of our own empire was gained by
appalling crimes against the peoples of Africa and Asia, The story
of our treatment of the Afrikaner people in South Africa itself contains
pages, indeed whole chapters, over which we still feel a profound sname
We have our own problems of racial integration which still await sclution,
None of us can feel proud of the wey ve have fcound it necessary to handle
the pressures created by immigration from the coloured Commonwealth, And
at thds - eni e face in Northern Ireland a conflici. between two white
and Chrisw an communities within our own borders which makes e mockery
cf the principles we and they profess,



I know too that there have been some Christians in South Afrieca who believe
sincerely that the segregation nf the races, with all the human con-
sequences which attend it, is nc ‘only compatible with their religior

but required by it, - I believe they are profoundly .mong, and there are
signs they are coming to realise this themselves, but .thers are more
rualified then I tc demonstrate the theological errora into which they
have fallen so tragically, So mary practising Christians of all

denomi nations have worked so hard for so long inside South Africa itself

to fight these racial doctrines in both theory and in practice that a temp-
orary visitor can add little to.their shining witness, In any case, Miss
Barbara Ward last year in ' er magisterial lecture in Cape Town entitled

" Yew History", presented the moral Case against Apartheid with a ccozbination
of passion, scholarship and common sense so brilliant that I would

only expose my own inadequacies by seeking to elaborate it,

I have come here to lzarn, try try to understand, The only way in which
I can hope some small way to repay the honour you have done me by

you imvitation is to make available some of the insighte T think I have
gained as an active lLabour politician for the lastquarter of a century and
as Britain's Secretary of State ofor Defence in the last aix years, For
whatever may be thought of the morality of racial segregation — and I
hope I have made my own abhorrence of it clear -~ I believe that it can
only lead tc sractieal disaster,

I have the impression that the economic and social handicaps imposed by
racial segregation are already becoming apprent even to those who beliseve
it is morally and politically right. Indeed no one can read the official
eaitimates of population trends and set them against the inexhaustible

thirst ‘of modern industry for more and mo:> skilled labour without realising
that something has got to give, It would be possible, I suppose, to choose-
economic stagnation, But even if those who hold political power in South
Africa were to renounce industrial expansion'and to accept a Spartan future
as the inhabitants of a white Bantustan, I do not believe that the world
would let theiwn~ , Nor do I believe that total political isclation from the
rest of Western civilisation is a prospect which would commend itself for
long, Yet unless South Afrieca can break out of policies which derny the
fundamental human freedoms, total isclation is, I believe, inevitable,

Nearly two centuries ago, when the American colonists made their Declaration
of Independence in Philadelphia, they took it for granted that they must
pay "a decent respect to the opimions of mankind",l.4nd so they.did. But
for them at that time mankind was the white peaples on both sides of the
ktlintic Ocean, Africans were not part of the human race, The State of
Virginla alone contained 200,000 negro slaves in 1790, -~ Nearly a century
had to pass after the Declaration of Independence, before the victory of the
North in a bloody civil war etsablished the American negro as part of mankind,
and another century has passed without a1l negroes in the Umited States yet
enjoying tue full rights of citizenship in practice, But in this last
century progress towards racial irtegration in America has been continuous
however uneven in paces And one of the factors & .ng for that progreas
has been a decent respect for the opinions of a manidnd the great majority
of which itself is coloured,



Professor Arnold Toynbee has pointed out that it was not until after the end
of the Plorat World War that the welfare of mankind as a whole became accepted
even by small bodies of idealists as a reasonable objective of human endeavour,
It took a Second World War to establish this as the proclaimed objective

of Govermments, with the Jmited Nations Orgamisation as their instrument,

I know that the United Nations has falled short of its founders'! hopes, But
considering the headlong speed with which the peoples of Africa, uhe Middle
East and Asia achieved political independence and the profound ideol~rical
conflicts which have been superimposed on the traditional tcnsiozs of pewer
polities, it is remarksble that the United Natiors has swvived at all throwh
the last quarter of & century, Yet it has nit only survived. It has
exercised a contimir-influence, however small; on the behaviour of all its
member stater, even wnen they were engaged in activities quite incompatible
with its objectives, And in some limited cases, though all too few, it has
assumed collective responsibility in areas hitherto regarded as the ex-
elusive preserve of national govermments,

Meanwhile the commurdcations explosion has given the "opinions of manldnd"

a new mearding, Wireless and television ensure that events in one part of the
world can be presented the same day — even the same moment - in all other
parts of the world for judgement; and the postwar Zi“fusion of culture
means that the standards usedf or-judgements differ far less from ecountry to
country than was ever the casei.in the past, I do not want to exaggerate
the completeness of this revolution., I gather television has yet to

reach South Africa, Not only goverrnments but also the private controllers
of news media can decide wp to a point what is reported; differences of
tradition, environment and intersat of course atill help to determine
standards, But the phrase "world opimion" is far more meaningful todsy
than it was even ten years ago, and it will ‘develop more meaning still

as the years pass,

Nor do I want to exuggerate the consistency or even the integrity of such
world cpinionas does exiat, FPeoples do tend to judge others more harshly
than they judge themselves, and often they apply different standards at
different situations or different governments, But certain fundamental
standards of international and national beshaviour have loared themselves
suffiviently firmly in world opinmion for govermments to be unable to violate
them without paying a real political price, Despite the impotence of
the United Nations in face of Russia's invasion of Czechoslovakia, Russia
is still paying a price nct only in the Western world but also among the
non-aligned nations and more important, in the Commurmist camp itself for flouting
the Umdited HMations Charter,



But by far the most important standard in terms of world opindon is that
relating to racial equality, Of all forms of discrimination that based

on race or colour is least acceptable to the cpimiona of mankind, For racial
disorimination is absolute and irredemiable, A man can change his views

or his religion, he cannot change his skin., Moreover the long histery of
slavery and colomial rule gives racial discrimination a power to wound its
victims which no other form of diserimination can parallel, To the
Governments of coloured peoples, a state based on racial discrimination de
liable to appear not just as a moral offense, but as a threat to survival;

for if a coloured skin is grounds for denying equality of rights to one's

own citizens, may it not be treated as grounds for denying a foreign state

the same sovreignty as white stetes can enjoy under the Umited Nations Chayter?
Even an enlightened foreign policy will not protect a segregatiomist socdaty
against such suspicions, since enlighterment will be seen aimply as the
product of temporary limitations of power rather than of slong-term -rinciple.

As a result e segregationist society will come under steadily increasing
international pressure from two directions. On the one hand it will suffer
social ostracism at the level of human contacts — in spor® we have seen 4t
often in recent months for example, and in church affairs not.oxly the

World Council of Churches but the World Alliance of Refcormed Churches

too has just come close to excluding the Dutch Reformed Church here for
segregating its corgregation, On the other hand there wi 1 be attempts to
isolate it at govermmental level, by limitirg its diplomatiec, defence, in-
dustrial and commercial activities, Sometimes such attempts to segregate

the segregationist mav harm his victims as much as they harm him, Somefimes
they may be counterproliotive byforeing the internal opponents of segregation
to make common cause with the segragtiomist, But when this happens there
will always be many who will meet the criticism as did a Jesuit priest ina
recent letter to the London Times: — "The suggestion that all parties (as

if they were equal in weight or mumbers) need patience to be shown because

a moral debate is going on among the whites is like saying that we should
have been patient with Hitler because of the dramatic struggle of Nazl conacience
represented by Pastor Bonhoeffer and his growp. It is simple nonserse,

If you are ;umping up and down on my face it does not interest me that you are
havihg qualms of conscience about 1t7",

And if complaints are made that ocpposition to segregation is cEoeuraging violence
there will always be those who will ask what form of peaceful oppocition
is permitted o the Africans as an alternative,

No one can deny the existence of these trends, No one can dermy that they
are growing stronger, not veaker as time passes, If that were all, world
opimion would soon achieve the total isclation of the segregatiomist society.
But of course that is not all, Governments and peoples are influenced by
many factors besides a faith in racial equality, They are also concerned
with their own interest in security and prosperity. The racial problems

they face at home may moderate their enthusiasm to make sacrifices in

the cause of racial eugality abroad, I sense in some gquarters a certain com-
placency about the pressure of world opinion on the grounds that other factors
will in the end take precedence over a dislike of segregation, that the

atorm will blow itself out before long, In my opinion wthing could be



more mistaken, That sort of complacency is based on a gross exaggeration
of the current strength of the countervailing factors, and an even greater

exaggretaion of their stremgth in the future. Let me examine them one by
one,

First, it is assumed that racial tensions will grow in other Western countries
end that this will lead more and more people to see segregation as the answer,
thereby iuhdbditing if not reversing the present attitude of their governmenta
towards Apartlieid in South Africa, In fact, the contrary is the case,

Lot me offer you some recent evidence from Britain - heartering evidence, how-
ever muslh I may deplore the circumstances which predoced it, Against the
expectati .n of nearly all inforwed people, Mr Heath led the Conservative
Psrty to victory in the recent British General Elsction, Fe did so, to his
cradit, on a plaiform of unyielding opposition to Mr, Powsll on the racial
quaestion - for wiich, incidentally he was heavily criticised in his own

party during the election, But it did not hurt his chances, 1 do m
underestimate the danger that at a time of genersl economic crisis a

minority of “the British people, like other before them, mich ssek a scape-
geat in a group which was easily ientifiable by the colowr of its sking

But as a real issue, race is of declining Importance in Exitlsh politics,
Moreover even Mr Powell claims to oppose discrimination on grounds of race

or colour againat those actually in Britain, And incidentally Sir Alec
Douglas Home has urequivoc&#lly expressed not only his abhorrence of apartheid,
but also his belief that it will fail.

The Umited States is the only other Western Country where race is a major
political issus, There it remains an agonising problem, comowded as it

is wi\* the myriad prcblems of the cities and the growth of urban violence,
But, whatever the political attractions of a Southern strategy, President
Mixon remains firmly committeed to continue the drive towards integration.
Desegregation in America's schools will be formally complete in a month's time
though much still remains to be done in practice., Any slowing of the

pace at home will only be politically vliable if it is combined with a re-
assertion of the ultimate objective; that is the last sitmation in which

any American leader could afford to welax his oppo sition ®) Apartheld overseas,
Irdeed it is the politdcian who wants to compromise the prineiple of racial
equality at home who is most eubarrassed by the grinming spectre of Apartheid
overseas, [Ihere is no comfort for degregation h-re,

Ah well, it is said, perhaps we are in for a long hard slog, But we have
faced dlifficulties before and overcome them, We are not the only country
in the world which must seek survival in a hostile erwironment - look at
Israsl, look at Singapore, or nearer home lock at Southern Rhodesia or Moz-
ambique and Angola, Well, look at them, Israel may not have many fri--ds
in the Middle East, but ahe has = powerful support outside it. And her .ocial
and economic achievements against overwh®lming odds have assured her e dc-ree
of international sywpathy which no other small country can equal, Sinuo,o7e
has in ten years built wp a similar international position, and is

welding its diverse races into a aingle nation so as to buttress an intornal
stability already remarkable by Asian standards, There is na ... analogy
with South Africa here.



Rhodesia and Portuguese Africa come closer to it, Bubt they are scarcely
comforting analogies, I:E', as now is all but certaa.n Rhodesia does not
return to constitutional rula, the pressures a.lrﬂa,ﬁ:,r axerted on her will
inerease beyond what she can hope to withstand alone, This may certainly
present a problem of the segregatimﬂ.sts elsevhere but it will not bring them
consolation, The . ost to Portugal of keeping the status quo in Africa is
fast becoming intolerable, with the call-up extended to the age of forty-

five, four years mllitary service and forty per cent of the budget spent on
keeping 120,000 men in Afica, This too is not a spectacle to encourage those
who hope to withstand the wind of change,

Others pin their hopes on the value of South Africa as a trading partner,

This is certairly substantial for many countries, not least my own, Bubt thoigh
commereial relationn can create powerful vested interests wivich may attempt

to influence policy in the countries eon: .rned - they certainly do in Britain -
trade is as a rule surprisingly insensitive to pclitical relations, and

vice versa. The German Federal Republic is Bastern Germarny's moot important
trading pa.r'hnar in the West, but they hseve no diplomatic relaliocis at all,
Britain's exrorts to South Afriea increased after the Labsvr Government

imposed the arms embargo, There is one strilding exception to tldis rule,

It is the increasing tendency among the other African countrles, where trade

is more controlled by govermments, to deny commerecial opportwilties to countries
whose policy towards South Africa offends them, Western trad: with.the
African countries betws=:a the Zambesi amd the Sahara is already greater

than with South Afriea, and is likely to grow faster still, Against this
background, the lesast that can bs said is that countries ocutside Arrica

stand to lose as much trade by flouting world opirdon on Apartheid as they
could conceivably gain,

When this is pointed oww, the argument shifts again, South Africa is of
crucial strategic importance to the West in the struggle against Commurism
it is said: in The lagt resort it ie this which will protect her agains%
the full Hgours of world opinion, This is the greatest fallacy of all,
Perhaps as an ex-ttinmister of Defence I may be allowed to explcre it in more
detail,

For Britain the importarce of military facilities in Southy Africa depends
directly on her defence responsibilitiess outside Eurﬂpa. . Fifteen years
ago those responsibilities were still substantial,; in Af‘rica as well as
Asia and the liddle East, And when in 1955 Britain handed control of the
Simonstown base to South Africa, ghe did so on condition that the Urdion
Government helped her in the defence of Southern Africa, Asia and the
Middle East gateways to Africa,

Since 1955, nearly all Britain's defence responsibilities in these areas
have disappeared., Britain's only remainming military task is the Beira
patrol, It seems likely that the Conservative Govermment will end its last
defence commitments in the “iddle East by wichdrawing from the Fersian Gulf
at the end of naxt year as plammned by Lebowr, Reports suggest that it
will only slightly delsy finel withdrawal of the last handful of trows from



Singapore and that less as a symbclin tribute tn its election promises,

than as the price for getting agreement to the liquidation of the only firm
treatu commitment Britain still retains Last ¢f the Suez, the Anglo-

Malaysian Defence Agreement, ~ Thus the naval fa.ci]i‘cd.ea at Simonstown,

which for years have been useful rather than essemtial to Britain, will
decline sharply v 1 value over the next few vears, Similarly the communications
facility in Euu'bh Africa which Britain has hitherto found useful i1l lose

much of its importance with the introduction of the Skynet satellite
commurdcations systems Britain has strictly fulfiled her obligation under
the Simonstown agreement as it stands and her position has been understood

and accep't-a:i by the other African countries; but she has no strategic interest
in assuming new and additional obligations under it, particularly if this

were to danage her rélations with other African s'tra.'l:es.

It has revertheless been argued, in Britain as well as in South Africa, that
the growth of Scviet naval activity in. the Indian Océan presents a major
threat to Western shipping on the Cape Route which can only be met

by a substantial buliZ-p of the South Afvican Navy and by much closer
gefence co-operation betweew South Africa and Britain, I do not believe this
to be the casea

Of cowrse, it is :Lq:'aﬂaaz.hle to be certain about the purpose of this Scoviet
naval a.::t:.vitgr, It is clearly calculated to exert political influence on
the maritime states of the Indian Ocean through a.visible Soviet

presence; showing the flag has always.been a function of sea-power, It may
be related to an imagined threat from Western missile—carrying submarines,

it may be related to an imagined conflict with China. But of all purposes,
the least likely is to sink Western shipping round the Cape.

Why should Fussia waste her suwmarine strength in trying to sink Western
ships in the area furthest from her own naval bases where they can swing
wide elear of the Cape, when she can attack them closer to home where they
must converge on tlhe apprr:achea to Burcpe? And given the growing size of
the Soviet merchant navy and its vulnerability throughout the world, is it
conceivable that Russia would sink Western ships except in general war, when
her submarine fleet would have much more impirtant joba?  HNo Western
Government is now plamming on another Battle of the Atlantic, If there
were anything oin this fantasy N.A.T.0. as a whole would be Lu*getl:,r
imvolved; but no NJA.T.0. Govermment except the present one in Britain
has ever shown any interest in this imagined threat,

Mere imprriant, hm.rever, than these purely military arguaﬂmnts are tha
political real:l.tlea in the world todey, A&s I #said in the House of Commons
the other day, Russia's immediate targets in Africa are the mind of men,

not strips of concrete or naval dockyards, though these may follow if she wins
the battle 7or men's minds — as they have already in the Eastern Mediterranean,
For the graater part of the human race ths so—called struggle between East

and West is mommental irrelevance, For them the real division in the

world is betwéenm North and South, bStween the’ rich white pecples on both

sides of the Iron Curtain and the pocr, mainly coloured people to the South

of them, in Africa, the Middle East, Asia and Latin America.



If to the handiecaps of history and poverty which already turdsn the people

of the Southern world we add discrimination on grounds of race or colour, we
shall rightly incur their bitter hostility — and hand the other battle to tge
the Communists on a plate. The reaction of the rest of the Commonwealth

to the imbroglio over arms for South Africa is a small indication of what
might follow, So far as I can tell, not one single Commonwealth Gevermment
Las pos tively swpported Sir Alsc Douglas Home's intention, All but one
have fiercely opposed ite - If the intention were carried out, the break wp

of the Commonwealth could follow, And a large stride would have been taken
tovards clearing the way for Russia to establish air and naval -facilities

in the states of East and perhaps West Africa too; this is a potential

threat to Western interests which no conceivable advantages in Souch Africa
would offset, That is why so mary Western Govermments outzide “+the Commomwealth —
the United “tates in the lead - are trying to dissuade the Briti.. Uovermnment
from its intention, Indeed the internaticnal concern gensreted on this issus
seems to be causing the French Govermment also to reccnoider its policies,

to judge by a sswrances given to the Orgamisation of African Unity the other

is a3jerting a steadily more powerflul and consistent influsnce on the policy

of Governments towards racial segregation,

Mr Heath has said that whatever the cpinion of the world, he will take his
final decizion on Scuth african arms in the light of his view of Britain's
national interests alone, But, as I have been trying to show, world
cpirion can have as powerful an infloerns or Britain's interests as on South
Africa's, TFowteen years aso a British govermnment did defy world opimion
in the mistaken belief that it was protecting Britain's national interests,
It colluded with the Govermments of Israel end France in a military atback
in Egypt. The cperation was a humiliating failure, It destroyed for

good a position of paramourmt influence in the Arab world which Britain had
taken half = century to bulld; it led directly to the atrocious murder

of Britain's best frisnd in the area, Nurl Sald, and it established the Soviet
Urdon f or the first time a8 a major political and military power inside the
Middle East.

The analogies with Mr Heath's current predicamsnt over Scuth Afriecan arms

are all too close and mmerous, I cannot believe that any Goverrment with

a sense of Britain's real intereste in the modern world will ignore them,

And if, by any mischance the present Govermment were to repeat over Africa,
the samecatastrophic errors as it made over the Middlie East in 1956, no one
should agssume that the next British Govermmernt would be bound by its blunders,

I rave gpent a little time in exz cring the implications of the British
Govermment!s self-inflicted wound over arms for South Africa because, whatever
decision Mr Heath may make in the end, it has uncovered for all to see the
real strength and effectivensss of the cpinions of mankind on the issus of
racial equality, It has revealed the countervailing factor on which the seg-
regationsists place thedr hopes as far leszs powerful than they believed,

The trend towards isolation of the segregatiomists is far stronger today thab
it was ten or even five years agu, It will grow steadily stronger in

the years to come,



There is perhaps one last illusion I should mention - some people seem to emvisage
es a last resort if all else fails, the concept of the white laager s‘wviving

in a hostile world by its mastery of military technology. But this too

is fantasy, OSich a soeiety would be bound tocrumble, if not under the

attacks of what the Prime Minister of Simngapore has called a black Cong

then under the new techriques of viclence with which desperate men in South
American and the Middle “ast are beginning to experiment - techniques which

seek to use the very sweriority of their opponerite inadministrative and
techuological skill as a means to their destrucition.

The hijaclding of aircraft and the lddnapping of diplomats are weapons which
no Govermuent, Commumist or nonCommudat, can afford to use against another
Government, They are exclusivaly re=served to those who have no form of order
offered to them which is preferable to anarchy. They face all Governments
alike with a problem to which there is as yet no sclution in sight,  But
for this reason if no other, I believe Govermments in future will see a direct
interest in acting together to remove the cause of the depair in which alone
this type of vioclence can breed, The London "Financial Times", a paper mot
noted for its devotion to the principles of Maoc Tse Tung or Che Guevara,

put its finger on the spot when it wrote last week; "It is perfectly plain
for example, that in the case of hijackings we are all havire to pay for
allowing the problems of the Palestine refugees to foster for 20 years in the
squalid camps on the borders of Israel, And while it is probably too

late to do anything with that particular problem ncw except defend ourselvess
frum its consequences, we would be mad if we did not survey the world with
care to see where the cause of fubture marmifestations of violence are to

be found and try, somehow, to eradicate them", These are wise words,

I hope their resonance is not lost on those to whom they represent a warming,

I return to ry theme,

That "decens respect for the ocpimions of mankird" of which the American colomiats
spoke 2001 vears ago is in the modern world not sirply a moral imperative =

it is £ pcditleal necessity, On marny issues mankind is still deeply divided,

But the one issue on which te overwhelming majority of peoples and goverrments
have already achieved a total eslidarity is the rejection of political discrimination
based on rece or colour, However daunting the immediate prospect, those of you
who have pledged yourselvea to sunport the Act of Dedication presented i

NIBAS are part of the wave of the future, TYou may on occasion feel yourselves
along in your own country, but you are part of a vast movement for human

freedom which is daily growing stronger in the world, TYou and those who

thinl- like you represent South Africa's best hupe for a return to the mainstream
af Western civilisation, You offer South Africa a way of eacape frvn what

could ctherwise become a human tragedy with few precedents in history, Itis

not yet too late, but time is shor*. That is why I believe that the work of
those who share the ideas of NIBAS is of such importance to the future of your
pedple, Thal is why those like me who live in courtries where tkse racial problem
presents far less terrible an aspect can draw faith and inspiration from your
dedication and self sacrifics,
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In thanking you tnnirht-,, Sir, I am honored to thank a man who, throughout
his life has sbtocd for iﬂeala for which the Nalional Union of South African
Students also stands, = Tou have come to speak to us in this, our unfortunate
country, to ehare with us pur belief in principles which cnly a handful of
pecple in this country cherish today, The majority of the citizens in this
country have naver had the cpportudty to volce their cpinion and those vwho
are vested with authority are rapidly cuwrbing any free thought which might
atill prevail,

You have addressed us tormight on the most vital matter affecting this
country today: Academic and Human Freedom, These two freedoms cannct be
separated, We want our academic freedom returned by those who removed it in
1999 and before then; from those who deny our universities the right to be
institutions in search of truth, irrespective of the eriteris which an
authoritarian system imposes, I speak of a gemuine tolerance to race,
religion and creed, We want to be able to choose the best lecturers; we want
to chocse any students and we want to st.dy whatever we desire,

But inastead we are ferced into a straight-jacket which manifeats F+sefl in
more ways than the Act which was passed in 1959, Ouwr wiversities are
influenced by other laws; our thinking is restricted through censorship
to cite bitone example,

These reatrictions ceruse the univeraity commurdty and others to impose their
self-restrictions Cur own minds are corrupted and tie contracting circle

of free thought that stlll remains is affected by stagnation, Our present
student generati.cn has never known what 1ife is like in a free society, When
we were born, the present govermment was already in power,

It is therefore that we are deeply groteful that you came to see us in thig
country even though you may be criticised; and that you have injectsd ws with
udpliiblited thining; and that you have made us aware of freedoms which rust
very quickly if they are not exercised daily., We tharkyou for this Sir, bub
this is only ore aspect aboub which you have spoken,

Human Freecfloms are absent in South Africa and because of this we have to
answer questions: Why do we want a free university in a society which is

in nha:l.n:—:t" "hat is the relevanca o freedom dwding my years at university
if these freadoms will be forg-tien when I leave wdversity? Bub more: can
I justify my “emands for academic freedom whsn large numbers of peopls in

my country go hungry, die because of neglect, are demied all that makes man
live in the hope of something better? And if I am black, do I need academic

freedom, if my family is starving, if 1 am denlied much more elementary freedoms?
Do I need scademic freedom?



Noam Chomsky writes in "The Responesibility of Intellectuals" that "Intellectuals
are in a position to expose the lies of govermnments, to ana];rsa actions
according t o their causes, and motives and often hidden inten’icns, In

the free counlries they ha.ve the power that comes from politica libertv.
from acess to information and freedom of expression, For ¢ privileged
minority Western aemocracy provides the leiswre, the facilities and the train-
ing to seek the truth lying hidden behind the vell of distortion and
misrepresentation, ideclogy and class interest, through which the events of
current history are presented to us", At our universities, thus, a
particular function is performed, This function we carry out at the

risk of being ecrippled through the actions of a ruthless govermment which
moves with the greatest subtelty to silence any remaining opposition,

But even in this very statement we realise that our human freedoms are

of basic concern, We may be concerned with specific issues that we want

to see corrected in our country, but we should never forget that a

protest over 22 detained pecple, who were not found gullty in a court of law,
yet were re-arrested and veited in prison cells, suffered interrogation,

for more than a year, merely represented one aapac:t- of an entire system of
apertheid which is the root of all evil,

And now that we realise that it is one of the terrible things about this
Day of Affirmation that, as we affirm our belief in academic and

human freedom, we mourn for our country, mourn for what is being aone to
2t in the neme of "White civilisation", by those who think of themselves
as the cust.cians of all that is good aru:!. proper, We are here to tell
them what we think is good and proper, what we believe is the basis of
civilisation. And it is through this that we strive for a society which
guarantees both freedoms : The one to return to the people their humanity,
the other to safeguard this humarmity continuously,

For this reason, I hope I shall be forgiven if I have addressed much of what
I have said to white South Africans in this sudience, I d&d tids, not
because of amny scrt of racislism, but because, since the people of this
conntry have been divided into bls - and white, we are sometimes forced to
speak directly tp white or to black,

Yet it is too late for warmings, We are not here to warn the white people

of what their cruelty, their selfishness and stupidity have cause, nor to

warn them of the demons they have roused. Neither are we here to explain

to the black people of South Africa that we understand what has been done to them,
thnt their lives are miseries, thet their work is elavery, and that their
hmanity has been forgotten, But let us nct beet our br.asts irself-pity,

Iot us remember that words or mourming will never change our country, ILet us
define and act wpon, what we consider our function to be, The Afrikaans
universities have pledged thelr unfortunate support fot the policies of Apartheid.
Recently students at black universities created thelr own orgamisation - and
defined their function, but have the Imglish umiversities come to terms with

what their function in this country is? It is not here that I want to

elaborate on this point,



Ye have come torgain a perspective of what this society is heading for,
Abraham lincoln, a great President and in may ways, just like me, an agitator,
said to white America in 1858:

"When you have succeeded in de-humarising the Negro, when you have put him
down, and made it impossible for him to be but gs the beasts of the field, wvhen
you have extinguished his soul in this world and placed him where the ray

of hope is blown out as in the derkness of the damned, are you quite sure
that the demon you have roused will not turn and rend you?! If you make
y-uselves familiar witn the chains of bondage, you prepare your own

1imbs to wear them, Accustom yourself to trample out the lives of others
and you have lost the genmius of your independence and become the fit

subjects of the first cunming tyrant who rises among you."

So I say now, to white South Africd, what I think they have done to themselves
by their stupidity of race swpericrity, what hatred they have created, and what
*hey have dons that makes it necessary to mourn for our country.

This we have come to affirm - this the Lord's song that we must sing in

a strange iand, in this unfortunate country of ours. lWnether the Devil

we fear is the anti-Christ, or the cunming tyrant, or exploitation, or ignorance,
or hunger, we are here to speak against the Devll, and to speak for human
freedom in South Africa and in the whole world,

They can jeil us, but they can never jail these ideals.

#* oW W R o o R B



	spe19700917.026.022.g1.7i.p001-800
	spe19700917.026.022.g1.7i.p002-800
	spe19700917.026.022.g1.7i.p003-800
	spe19700917.026.022.g1.7i.p004-800
	spe19700917.026.022.g1.7i.p005-800
	spe19700917.026.022.g1.7i.p006-800
	spe19700917.026.022.g1.7i.p007-800
	spe19700917.026.022.g1.7i.p008-800
	spe19700917.026.022.g1.7i.p009-800
	spe19700917.026.022.g1.7i.p010-800
	spe19700917.026.022.g1.7i.p011-800
	spe19700917.026.022.g1.7i.p012-800
	spe19700917.026.022.g1.7i.p013-800
	spe19700917.026.022.g1.7i.p014-800
	spe19700917.026.022.g1.7i.p015-800

