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Dear Comrades ,
It io with grect corrow that I have been forced by cirounstances

t0 cancel my attendance to the conference. I realive the importance of this
mevting, perhaps the most important in the history of our movenent. I hope
it will be a historical occasion, a turning point in our struggle to ackieve
frecdom in our life time,

Since I am unable to attend, to be with you in person, I hope you wili pe Fxki
ratient eno.gh to hear somekicag of ny thoughts.

I an going to speak about our trade union work, because it is this more than

anything else that has been the main centre of my activities for the past 3§
Yyearu, I do not mean by this as something to be isolated from the political
struggles On the coatrary trade union work hau always been for me a way of

drawing workers into the politiocal strugsle, & way of giving the workers
pelitical understanding and organiuing them to struggle and win liberation
from racial, national and clase onuression.

It is for this reanvon That I regret the virtual collapse of -the-trade unien
moveanent that wae built up so painfully over the past 50 yoears, The movemont |
whose foundations were laid by such devoted comraden as J.B. Narks, Moceu Mmkm
Kotane, Thibedi,|John Gomas, Janes LaGuma, James Shuba, Henry October, John
Wtini end otherss Of all the many uanions that were formed ian the past years
only g-ngi;r&gim have survived a.n_ﬂ. of these not more than two can be reliad on

to give/leadorshiy  $o the workers,

I can think of many reasons for this situation, One day it will be necessary
to exanine thoke rrasonse I am not going to do it now, excaeyt in o far as I
went t0 make ‘one pointe This is that no trade unijon ever suceoded in holding
the loyalty of the workers, of obtaining the workers following. as long as it
neglectodk tie workers material needs for purely political endu. Don't misunder.
stand, I am not advocating "economism™, I am not vaying tha trade unions oan
live. by bread alpae, what I do say is that they cannot live without breadd

We Amst mobilige the working peorle to lead and execute the strugrle for
liberatiori, To ashieve this, we muut. attend to this batters We must uadore
stand o give luﬂ.liershipyghﬂ workers'daily necds - for higher wagec, better
workiang nundih,un:s, against the coloumwbar, agains the White thugs whé Teed
oa the fruits nf our peoyle's labours We must orgairize them for economis

s woll as .-*ﬂl.ltiu*a::[.. objectives.

Let us acknowledgse that.we have failed in this worke AWCTU = part .£ the
Alliance has drre great work in exposing the White mikority regime in



-

its treatuwent vl the workiays poo,le. SACTU haw done a creat svocvice in
prosent ing our cacse before the world labour wovesonte . SACTU has taken

our ne.sege tu the workoers in the Socialist oountries ae well ag to tha ©
worker: ih U.Ke — It has made appeals to the ILO VATU and has received
groat Eﬁlf:*ﬂrtn - The ILO to—day iz not what it was 40 or ewven 20 year:s &20

It hao issved g vost spount of priz;t&d matoerial exposing the slave conditio¥
yrevailing in S.4. All this is very useful and es.ential in our work.

More has 40 be dons. There are still*aréas +whal require special attention
by us - l-il'#}aa.u. USA, France & Lialye:-But the most urprent task iu to rebuild
& mi‘litan:;, trade union movement in S.d. ‘rnio- .y not something tha'ﬁ:_ we can
axpect the mOea gpions  to undortake, that leadershi, have moved Lar

away Trowm their class roots. rney rogard themueives and act au part of
‘the ruling section, part of the White supremaci.tce We must and can

find our now leaders amongst the exploited, amonget the African ,Coloured
and Indias workerse To find the new leaders, wo must in the first place
select and propare special comraodes who will beable to find these loadorse

Seloctod SACTU eorridos in oxile wust ;lan, girect the orgasisation of tho
African workers at home. By organisation I do not mean irade union organic.
ation as known and undorstood evorywhere for the past 300 yoars. We must
think of new methods of getting access tc the poople at.the point of

production. 3y organisation, under our conditions, with such formidable
eneiics — we must organise undor any mamo ~ Motual Benefit Jocietica, Co-0p

Wa may even have o, #onsider of utilising the'Works Committeec' ., Ii wau
the Works Comgittee at Durban Docks that'load the dockers strile this month

At 21l times we must carefully nurue our loaders andv their unrk. and not

m a "flach in tma pan' Botiooodoubok nor must comrades say, wo bhave
noe timoe for this mrl:, o I heard soid before. Unlose we do thouwo ndne
ateking work we shall not havo the neocos:ary baves, leadoru and above all

pustained achievements in our struggles thauv wiil lead bo ultimate viotory.

I have prepared two lengthy doouments: one it S.A.'s Labour Force
the second The rFreseanwb Pouition of the Prade Union Koveomenb, which T

hogse will be uceful in formulating policye.

I hooe Courade Chairman and coorades, that thés conference will rise to
heights of clarity and boldneus which the situation and pur people roquire,

t+hat the conference deliberations will soake it possible for Bu.r movoemnont
-£6 hasten the davy of liberation ¢ = AMANDLAY
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