THE BLACK SASH

VATIONAL CONFETENMCE  JOHAIRMESBURG, 1967

OPENLITG ADDRFES

by

pld

o JUAN  SINCLAIR = WATINMTAL PRESIDERT

The Vorster ersa is now over 2 yenr old, The year
has been notable for the concentrated effort to chanse the personal image
of Mr. John Vorster from the strong=arred Minister of Justice to a
benevolent, aporoachable, polf-loving, fatherly Prime Minister who is the
essence of reasonablenezs and good will, In this !r, Vorster has
succeeded, Mn the surface, tensions arc more rclaxed, The Prime
Minister has been cormended for his outward lookine noliey.  South
Africa's relations with the newv African States on our borders and with
Malawi are much inproved and we apnear to have come to an understanding
with their governments, This indeed is a welcome development.,

A more reasonable attitude to other countries in the field
of snort has pleased sportomen everyvhere. The racially mixed crews of
visiting warships have been treated with the greatest kindness and
courtesy. These concessions are small, but important., They indicate
a depree of relaxation of our previous granite like determination to
force apartheid on visiteors from other countries,

Here in South Africa !fr, Vorster's new image has 'induced a
state of euphoria, at least among the English speaking section and there
is .2 peneral feeling of relief that the political atmosphere is less tense,

In the Mationalist Partv itsclf there amnears to be a fear
among certain of its followers, that lir., Vorster's new imase is a danger
to Afrikamerdom = a fear that the image will b2 translated into a néw
policy. The Verkrarmtes realise full well that =nv concessions are the
thin edge of the wedpe. 'l all knov that an ideology nroduces a chain
reaction, that the chain rust be kent intact and that anv weakening of
any link will lead to the breakine of the whole chain. There can be
no deviations from poliev, no matter how small or how unimmortant,

This chanpge in the nolitieal atmosphere is encourasing, in that
the politieal situation, statiec for so leng, is showing signs of chanege,
The change however, is only in the ton of the iceberg.  There are no
indications nf a changé in attituda in legislation., The laws-passed
this year wére as suthoritarian as ever. Acts such as the Suppression
of Communism Amendrent Act, the Coloured Cadets Enployment Training
Act, the Education Act, the Terroriem Act are all laws which ghould shame
all South Africans. e have heen threatened with further controls
next year. I'r. Torster's imase vas marred bv his Yoffiefontein speech
when he threatened the Press with legislation to prevent the publication
of "ascertainable lies". I!fr. Blaar Coetzee, Teputv Yinister of Bantu
Administration, has promised to introduce a Bill to make influx control
work., Ome vonders what further restrictions are nossible and what
more the government could do to control the lives of its citizens ever
more stringently,
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e do know that it iz government intention to ensure that the
entire labour fﬂrne will consist of mipratory workers. In the Western
Cape this policy is presently being implemented. e in the Black Sash
are opposed to the principle of migratory lsbour because of the hardships,
the insecurity and the disruption of familv_life which is attendant
upon the systen.

"hen one makes this statement one is usually confronted with
the rejoinder: ™What is wrons with misratorv labour? It is used all
over the world”. This is true. Mi=zrant workers are extensively used
in Furape America, Latin America and elsewhere. But the conditions
for migratorv workers in the European Cormon !arket, for 1nstanca,
cannot compare with the conditions which nrevail for our owm citizens
in South Africa., There are thousands of minrants in the E.E.C.,
but thev are not relesated to a state of virtuzal serfdom,

In the first place the Treaty of Pome nrovides for the free
movement of labour within the Cormunitw not later than 1770, "This
means that workers can move freely with their families from one member
state to another to accept offers of emplovment actually made to them
(subject to limitations justified by nublic order, publié safety and
public health). Thev will have the right to transfer all their social
security benefits and to settle permanently with their families."

"All miprant workers within the E.E.C, will be entitled to equality of
treatment writh nation=zl workers in relation to tax, social insurance,
housing and membershin of trade unions and work councils," (Britain and
the E.E.C. = The Lconomic Background, Published by Mer lajesty's
Stationary Office,)

Compare this with the conditione obtainine in South Africa,
Migratory workers have no freedom of movement; thev cannot bring their
families with then to the industrial areas; they have no rights to settle
permanently and they do not have equality of treatment in relation to tax,
social insurance, housine and mecbership of trade unions and work councils,
As migratory workers all these rishts are denied them, nor do they even
have the right to chanse their iobs or to sell their labour to their owm
best advantage .in the area vhere thev are mieratory workers,

In South Africa if and vhen Senarate Nevoelonment is nractical
and becomes a realitv it is accented that rillions »f nationals of the
Nomelands will still be required to provide the unskilled labour for the
"hite economr, both in the horder industries and in the oresent industri:zl
areas, If all the labour is to ke nieratory, it scems therefore, that
the pass lawe and influx control will be forever with ug., This means
that these laws are not 2 means to an end, 28 is often claimad, but an
end in themselves,

To=dav the nass lawa and influx control are bitterly resented,
They cause hardshin =nd misery and their implementation is responsible
for destroying hundreds .f families; for reducine the contract worker to
a state of virtual serfdom; for keeping wapes depressed; for keening
the wages of the Thite worker artificiallv hirh; for 2 misuse of manpower.

In its Adviece NEfices the Black Sash has had practical experience
of what influx control moans to averv urimn African. Tis life is governed
by the stamps in his reference book and the possession of permits and
documents, The stamp in his reference bnol: determines his wav of life,
fny African living in an urban area has his life controlled by such a
walter of restrictions and prohibitions that he must have permits to
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have a home, to live with his wife, to earn his living, to have his
children with him, to remain where he is, in fact 2lmost to breathe the
hallowed air. And for this dubious privilepe the onus rests on him to
substantiate every statement he ever nmakes,

To illustrate only one aspect of this, there is the case of
Mrs, X, Mre. X. hac been endorsed out of Johannesburg where her home
iz, and told to go to Queenstowm.

Mrs. ¥. was born in Queenstown because her mother went there
for the birth of her child. She was brought baclk to Johannesburg as a
small baby and has lived here all her life excent for a period of four
years when ghe was sent back to Mueenstovm to finish her schooling,
After she left school she carme back to Johsrnesburs and was in employment
until her marriage in 1963,

Her husband was born in Alexandra Tovmship and pgrew un there,
In 1959 he and his mother were noved by the Pesettlement Board to a house
in Meadowlands and they have been there ever since. Mr. Y. has always
worked in Johannesburs and is in ateady employment,

“hen Mrs. X. moved into her husband's house aftar her marriage
the authorities would not put her name on the houging nermit, and she
was told that she would “ave tas go hack to Nueenstovm., Mrs. ¥. appealed
againat the decision and was piven a temmorarv permit to remain while
her appeal was pending, ™o vears later she was told that the appeal
had failed and she was endorsed out of Johannesburp,

This is a particularly devoted couple and their only crime is
that they vant to live tepether and bring up their two children. Thev
have done their best to cornly with the law and cannot understand why they
should be denied the ripght to live tosether, By law Mr, X. qualifies to
remain in Johannesbure and to have his wife livinpg with him. Fis wife,
in her own right should qualify too, to stay here, but she must
have been deemed to hawve broken her domicile by spendinn four years
at school in Queenstovm.

thile one has to try to be completely objective and dispassionate
when attendinp to these cases, one cannot help but be emotionally affected
when one sces both a man and his wife weepinpg in their distress.

It is difficult to masine how any civilised country, and an
avowedly Christian one at that, could mossiblv have so little regard for
the sanctity of marriase amd so little commassion. It is intolerable
that anv man should firstly, have to earn a ripht to live with his wife
and secondly, that the wife should have to prowve that she has a right not
only to live with her husband, but that she "ordinarilv" resides with him
in the place where he works. The fact that she is the mother of
his children is no proof of "ordinarv" residence with him in town. This
basic human right is denied nurely on the esrounds of skin colour,

There arc many other families where the wife is living lawfully
with her husband, but wvhere therc are difficulties over their teenape
children. This is vet another obstruction to stable, secure family life.

Take the storv of young K, He is 17 wvears sld. Although his
parents were residents of Alexandra Towmship, K. was born in Pretoria.
He spent his early childhood livinn with his grandfather there. He only
came home to live with his family when they were moved by the Resettlement
Board from Alexandra to Diepkloof in 1964, After hie return home he was
sent to, the local school in Diepkloof and his name was put on the family

housing permit,
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In Tuna this vyear he anplied for his reference book. The
Department refusced to issue him with a bonok in Johannesburg and he was
told to po to Pretoria to zet it., On investipation by the authorities
it was found that he only kad =2 permit to be in Niepkloof for the npurpose
nf scheolinz, The fact that that is where his home is seems to be of
n2 consequence,

His narconts zppealad against the decision., Fe was given a
week to find a jeb., He found a jeb, but he eould not bz emploved nending
the outcome of the apneal. The emnlover could nct wait and the job lapsecd,

At the berinning of Auzust e was told that the appeal had failed.
He was arrested in the nmiddle of Aumust. At the beginning of September
he was given his reference book, but, as issued from Pretoria, He was
then sent to the Superinten:dent at Diepklonf where he was again arrested.
He was subsequently released without charpe. He and his mother then
went to consult a lawyer who sent him to the Sumerintendent at Diepkloof,
who sent hinm to the Superintendent at 'keadevlands, who sent him to Orlando
West, where the clerk would not permit hir to see the Superintendent,
He returned to his lawvver who aave him vat another letter to the Superintendent
at Diepkloof. = He was turned awav with the unopened letter. The lawyer
is still deallnp with the matter, And this ynuth, 17 vears of age, was
born of narents legally livin~ in Johanneshure,

His mother is distrausht with worry. She feels that the boy
should be at home as there is now no=one irn Pretoria with whom he can live,

Thaen there iz the case of nonor J. Ve is 18 and has also been
refused the issue of his reference book in Johannesburg., He claims he
was born in lMewclare, Johannesburg and states that he has never left the
area, but he has no nroof either of his birth or of his continuous resideneca
here, .When a small ckild his father deserted his mother and subsequently
his mother too, left him. He was taken in by his aunt and uncle. The
uncle died later and the aunt lost her house in Mewclare. However, she
subsequently remarried and went with J. to live with her husband in Soweto.
Although .J, has lived with his 2unt since his mother disappeared, his nare
has never been on the housing permit. There is no other place where he
can anply for 2 reference book, By law he has to possess one, He wants
to go on living with his aunt, she vants to have hin, but the powers-
that-be say no. There is he to go? Fe seems to belong nowhere,

In recent ronths there have been one or two of thesec voung men
coming every day to our Advice Office in Johannesburp, The anxiety and
misery of both the boyz and their narentes is most distressing., Ve feel
that the imnlicntions of this policy are pgrave for the young generation of
Africans and for the vhole »f our societv. Everv onc of these youngsters,
denied the right to live with his fanily, is a notential eriminal., Many
of them do not leave the arza, but =n iats hiding, They cannot work
because thev cannst be repistered; thev know of nowhere they cen lawfully
bes they do not wish to be sent t» work on a farm and they are afraid to
zo .to the authorities lest they be arrestad., They arc displaced persons
in their ovm homeland.

In this modern world life for the teenaper is difficult enough
even if he has the security of his home, narental discinline and guidance,
Can any of us imagine how we would feel if our own younp sons were forced
to leave home at the age of 18 to fend for themselves in a nlace-
wvhere they may be » stranger, have nc horme and norgiblv no work? I
wonder how many of them would turn out to be satisfactory citizens?
Lepiglation which has such an outcome cannot be in the interests of anyone,

The cases mentioned aboveare those who sunnosedly have rights
of residence in an urban aren, But thera are many thousands of Africans
who have not earned any right to remain in a nrescribed area and cen only
come to towm to work if they are recruited by a licenced recruiting agent
or by an individual employer. Thev can only stay in the area as long
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as they remain with the employver for whon they were recruited, If

they leave their jobs or are fires they camnot accent other emmloyment,
but rust go home to their tribal area., In Johannesburg these conditions
annly to men, ‘'lomen who are not alrealdy legally in the area may not

be recruited, neither may they enter Jchannesburz to seek work,

The men who work under these conditions cannot live with
their wives unless they marry women who have themselves established a
risht to remain in the area, Even if this is the case, they ceonnot
rent a house, but must acquire a lodger's nermit to reside with another
family. Those men whose wives are in the country must live in a hostel
or on the nremises of their emmlovers,

These conditions for contract workers are iniquitous. They
imply a state of virtual serflom. A man knows that if he leaves his job
because he wants more roney, or the work is unconrenial, or because he
does not like his emplover, he will be endorsed out. This system keeps
wages denresserj it means that the labour is not efficient and the
men are discontented, Meither is it desirable for such large numbers
of men, many of them married, to be living in single accormodation.,
148,911 single Africans are housed in single quarters, in hostels,
compounds and on the premises of their emmlovers. It must encourage
homosexuality, promiscuity, illepitimacy and crime.

Another hazard of life for the African is the constant fear
of arrest, By law thev rust carry their reference books on their
nerson at all times., For the first six months of 1966, on the
Witwatersrand alone, 38,391 neonle were arrested for beinz in the area
for more than 72 hours without permission or for non-possession of
identity documents., This means that nractically all of those arrested
spent at least one night in gaol before being brought to trial and if they
were arrested on Friday they would be in the cells from Friday until Monday
morning when the Court sits. 0f those wvho were arrested 30,666 were
convicted and either had to nay a fine or serve a gaol sentence. It
is to be noted that this punishment is for technical offences and not for
serious crime,

In 1965, the last year for which fipures are available, 49,499
peonle were endorsed out of the itwaterarand area. In the same year,
to satisfy the needs of the economv, 91,655 neonle were admitted to the
sarm: area, The total number of Africens living in Johannesburg in 1966,
including the mines, Alexandra Towmshi» and the neri-urban areas to the
north and south of Johannesburs, the towvmships of Meadowlands and Dienkloof
controlled by the Resettlement Roard, Soweto and Eastern Mative Towmshin
controlled by the Johannesbure City Council was 717,207. Nf these
584,428 are livinz in houses under family conditions.

The economy requires the presence of manvy thousands of Africans
in urban,areas. In fact, on the Reef nearlv twice as manv are entering
the area as are beings endorsed out. 'hat then is the nurpose of disrunting
the lives of nearlv 50,000 peonle or annroxinately 77 of the urban
ffrican ponulation?

Time does not allow me to zo into all the problems which confront
foreigh Africans, widows, desertad wives, the apged, the orphans, the nphs
physically and mentally handicamped, I assure you that the hardships
endured by many of them are considerable and their problems are
often insuperable,



The story of the effects of the application of the nass lawus
iz one of anxietv, sorrow and human suffering, ‘"hite South Africans
think of the /frican peonle as "The Bantu" - & kind of sub-human species.
Thev do not think of them as huran beinnrs with feelings, asnirations,
desires and ambitions and all the human instinets of love, hate, fear.
They thinl: of the Africane as labour units, temporary sojourners in the
Thite area, there to nrovide the labour for our industry and to keen their
White masters in a state of nrivilepe and comfort. If we could think
of all our non-thhite citizens as peonle, as individuasls, not as an inferior
group which if treated with common deceney, will be a threat to White
survival, I am sure that if we could do this we would not aive our consent
to laws which are so eruel and unjust, The nass laws cannot be justified
for ecrmonmic reasons and cevtainly not on moral or humanitarian grounds.

Mr. Voraster was reported as caying in Windhoek a few weeks
aro = "I want to say to the world: You ean push neonle around, you
can fight them ~nd you can insult them. . They will take all this to a
certain point, but you must not try to take away 2 man's home from him,
You must not even think that you will go unpunished if you estrange a
man's fatherland from him," This is the very thing that the world
has been saying to Mr, Vorster and the South African Covernment all
these years. e wonder how many homes have been taken away from people
through the irplementation of the pass laws and the Group Areas Act
and hov many have bo - estranped from their fatherland?  All our non-
White people have been nushed around far vears,

Yhen Mr. Verster and other government snokesmen boast about
the "peace and quiet" which exists in South Africa, they do not say how
this state of affairs has come about. In order to enforce the dogma
of apartheid a nass of lepgislation has been nassed by Parliament, Much
of it is an erosion of the rule of law, Habeas Corpus has disappeared
from our judicial svstem. Potential leaders of all-races have been
banished, banned, nut under house arrest, detained in vnrison without
charge or trial, kent in pricon after they have served their sentences.
A number of organisations which opposed government policy have been declared
unlawful; individual rights and libertics have been removed; academic
freedom has been curtailed and many other limitations have been imposed
on nersonal freedom. If South Africa were a happy and neaceful country
there would be no need to be defendinn ourselves against terrorists in
South West Africa and on the Rhodesian border, nor would there be need of
an arny of informers, a security force out of all nroportion to the size
of the nopulation, end a mass of totelitarian laws,

The Pass Lawrs are a2 cornerstone of anartheid which is no
more popular to-dav with the majority of the South African population and
with the outside world than it was anV1nuﬂly. As long as we pursue
this policy, so long will we be the "polecat" of the Western world,

To the African and narticularly to the urban ﬂfrican, anartheid
means injustice, discrim ination, a strupgle for existence against ob-
struction to his aspiratiocns, Pls ernloyment, his family life, the education
of hias children, hie housing and his opportun’ties, The laws are so
cormmlicated and contain so many restrictions and nrohibitions that almost
all Africans are forced to break the law at some time of their lives because
they cannot ecnmnly with all the details of the nlethora of laws that
govern them. .The burden of vproof weiphs heavilv on them and is often
responsible for endorsement out of urban areas, or for punishment by
finc or gaol of many innocent »eonla., The insecutiry of tenure and the
instability of family life is causing untold risery, I!tillions of rand
are spent on administering these laws and millions of manhours are being
wasted in trying to enforce unenforceable laws. The rezl cost is to be
counted in terms of humen sorrow, bitterness and frustration on a vast
gcale, How can we maintain our privilege and our prosperity at the
expense of the wellbein~ and advancement of the African peonle? Ve
do so at our peril.
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"le of the Blacl: Sash will pgo on raising our voices in protest,
doing what we believe to be right, e ask Yhite South Africans to nake
Dr. imado Tuzon's Cood Citizen's Rule their wardstick and their traditional

way of lifes

"Rovive in vourself, before men

Fipht at all times and in all nlaces

The brutish ills of hunan nreiudice,
Totalitarisnism and all its forces,

And fight intolerance in all its courses
In defence of human liberties."
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