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I come here because of my deep interest and affection for a land 
settled by the Dutch in the mid-seventeenth century, then taken over by 
the British, and at last independent; a land in which the native inhabi­
tants were at first subdued, but relations with whom remain a problem 
to this day; a land which defined itself on a hostile frontier; a land 
which has tamed rich natural resources through the energetic application 
of modern technology; a land which once imported slaves, and now must 
struggle to wipe out the last traces of that former bondage. I refer, 
of course, to the United States of America. 

But 1 am glad to come here to South Africa. I am already enjoying 
my visit. I am making an effort to meet and exchange views with people 
from all walks of life, and all segments of South African opinion --
including those who represent the views of the government. Today I am 
glad to meet with the National Union of South African Students. For a 
decade, NUSAS has stood and worked for the principles of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights -- principles which embody the collective 
hopes of men of good will all around the world. 

Your work, at home and in international student affairs, has brought 
great credit to yourselves and to your country. I know the National 
Student Association in the United States feels a particularly close 
relationship to NUSAS. And I wish to thank especially Mr. Ian Robertson, 
who first extended this invitation on behalf of NUSAS, for his kindness 
to me. It's too bad he can't be with us today. I hope to have the oppor­
tunity to meet and speak with him in the near future. 

This is a Day of Affirmation -- a celebration of liberty. We stand 
here in the name of freedom. 

At the heart of that western freedom and democracy is the belief that 
the individual man, the child of God, is the touchstone of value, and all 
society, groups, the state, exist for his benefit. Therefore the enlarge­
ment of liberty for individual human beings must be the supreme goal and 
the abiding practice of any western society. 

The first element of this individual liberty is the freedom of 
speechl the right to express and communicate ideas, to set oneself apart 
from the dumb beasts of field and forest; to recall governments to their 
duties and obligations; above all, the right to affirm one's membership 
and allegiance to the body politic -- to society — to the men with whom 
we share our land, our heritage and our children's future. 

Hand in hand with freedom of speech goes the power to be heard --
to share in the decisions of government which shape men's lives. Every­
thing that makes life worthwhile — family, work, education, a place to 
rear one's children and a place to rest one's head — all this depends on 
decisions of government; all can be swept away by a government which does 
not heed the demands of its people. Therefore, the essential humanity of 
men can be protected and preserved only where government must answer --
not just to the wealthy; not just to those of a particular religion, or a 
particular race; but to all its people. 
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And even government by the consent of the governed, as in our own 
Constitution, must be limited in its power to act against its people: so 
that there may be no interference with the right to worship, or with the 
securi ty of the home; no a r b i t r a r y imposition of pains or penalties by 
officials high or low; no res t r i c t ion on the freedorn of men to seek educa­
tion or work or opportunity of any kind, so that each man may become all 
he is capable of becoming. 

These a r e the sacred r ights of western society. These were the e s s e n ­
tial differences between us and Nazi Germany as they were between Athens 
and P e r s i a . 

They a re the essence of our difference with communism today. I am 
unalterably opposed to communism because it exalts the s tate over the 
individual and the family, and because of the lack of freedom of speech, 
of protes t , of religion and of the p r e s s , which is the cha rac te r i s t i c of 
total i tar ian s t a t e s . The way of opposition to communism is not to imitate 
its dictatorship, but to enlarge individual human freedom—in our own coun­
t r ies and all over the globe. There a re those in every land who would 
label as "communis t" every threat to their pr ivi lege. But as I have seen on 
my t rave ls in all sect ions of the world, reform is not communism. And 
the denial of f reedom, in whatever name , only s t rengthens the ve ry com­
munism it c la ims tc oppose. 

Many nations have set forth their own definitions and declara t ions of 
these pr inciples . And there have often been wide and t ragic gaps between 
promise and performance, ideal and real i ty . Yet the great ideals have 
constantly recal led us to our duties. And--with painful s lowness- -we 
have extended and enlarged the meaning and the pract ice of freedom for 
all our people. 

For two cen tu r i e s , my own country has struggled to overcome the 
self- imposed handicap of prejudice and discr iminat ion based on nationality, 
social c lass or race—discr imina t ion profoundly repugnant to the theory 
and command of our Constitution. Even as my father grew up in Boston, 
signs told him that "No I r i sh need apply. " Two generations la ter P r e s i ­
dent Kennedy became the f i rs t Catholic to head the nation; but how many 
men of ability had, before 1961, been denied the opportunity to contribute 
to the nation's p rogress because they were Catholic, o r of Ir ish extract ion? 
How many sons of Italian or Jewish or Polish parents s lumbered in s l u m s -
untaught, unlearned, their potential lost forever to the nation and the 
human r a c e ? Even today, what pr ice will we pay before we have assu red 
full opportunity to mil l ions of Negro Amer icans? 

In the last five years we have done more to a s s u r e equality to our 
Negro citizens, and to help the deprived both white and black, than in 
the hundred years before. But much more remains to be done. 

For there a r e millions of Negroes untrained for the s imples t of jobs, 
and thousands every day denied their full equal r ights under the law; and 
the violence of the disinheri ted, the insulted and injured, looms over the 
s t r ee t s of Harlem and Watts and Southside Chicago. 

But a Negro American t ra ins as an as t ronaut , one of mankind's f i rs t 
exp lore rs into outer space; another is the chief b a r r i s t e r of the United 
States government, and dozens si t on the benches of court; and another , 
Dr. Martin Luther King, is the second man of African descent to win the 
Nobel Peace P r i ze for his non-violent efforts for social jus t ice between 
the r a c e s . 
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We have passed laws prohibiting discr iminat ion in education, in employment, 
in housing; but these laws alone cannot overcome the her i tage of c e n t u r i e s - - of 
broken families and stunted chi ldren, and poverty and degradation and pain. 

So the road toward equality of freedom is not easy, and great cost and danger 
ma rch alongside us. We a r e committed to peaceful and non-violent change and 
that is important for all to understand—though all change is unsettl ing. Still 
even in the turbulence of protes t and struggle is g rea te r hope for the future, as 
men learn to c la im and achieve for themselves the r ights fo rmer ly petitioned 
from o the r s . 

And most important of all , all the panoply of government power has been 
committed to the goal of equality before the law—as we a r e now committing 
ourse lves to the achievement of equal opportunity in fact. 

We must recognize the full human equality of all our people--before God, 
before the law, and in the councils of government. We must do this , not because 
it is economically advantageous--al though it is ; not because the laws of God and 
man command it—although they do command it; not because people in other lands 
wish it soi We must do it for the single and fundamental reason that it is the 
right thing to do. 

We recognize that there a r e problems and obstacles before the fulfillment of 
these ideals in the United States as we recognize that other nations, in Latin 
America and Asia and Africa have their own polit ical , economic, and social 
p rob lems , their unique b a r r i e r s to the elimination of injustice. 

In some, there is concern that change will submerge the r ights of a minori ty , 
par t icular ly where that minority is of a different r ace from the majori ty . We 
in the United States believe in the protection of minor i t i es ; we recognize the 
contributions they can make and the leadership they can provide; and we do not 
believe that any people—whether minori ty , majori ty, or individual human b e i n g s -
a r e "expendable" in the cause of theory or policy. We recognize also that jus t ice 
between men and nations is imperfect, and that humanity somet imes p rog re s se s 
slowly. 

All do not develop in the same manner , o r at the same pace. Nations, like 
men, , often march to the beat of different d r u m m e r s , and the prec i se solutions 
of the United States can neither be dictated nor transplanted to o the r s . What is 
important is that all nations mus t march toward increasing freedom; toward just ice 
for a l l ; toward a society s trong and flexible enough to meet the demandsof all of 
i ts own people, and a world of immense and dizzying change. 

In a few hours , the plane that brought me to this country c rossed over oceans 
and countries which have been a crucible of human his tory. In minutes we 
t raced the migra t ions of men over thousands of years ; seconds, the br iefes t 
gl impse, and we passed battlefields on which millions of men once struggled 
and died. We could see no national boundaries , no vast gulfs or high walls 
dividing people from people; only nature and the works of man—homes and 
factories and f a rms- -eve rywhere reflecting m a n ' s common effort to enrich his 
life. Everywhere new technology and communications bring men and nations 
c loser together, the concerns of one inevitably becoming the concerns of a l l . 
And our new c loseness is str ipping away the false m a s k s , the illusion of dif­
ference which is at the root of injustice and hate and war . Only earthbound 
man still clings to the dark and poisoning supers t i t ion that his world is bounded 
by the nea res t hill , his universe ended at r ive r shore , his common humanity 
enclosed in the tight c i rc le of those who share his town and views and the color 
of his skin. 

It is your job, the task of the young people of this world to s t r i p the last 
remnants of that ancient, c rue l belief from the civilization of man. 
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Each nation has different obstacles and different goals, shaped by the 
vagar ies of his tory and exper ience. Yet as I talk to young people around 
the world I a m impressed not by divers i ty but by the c loseness of their 
goals, their des i r e s and concerns and hope for the future* There is d i s ­
crimination in New York, the racia l inequality of apartheid in South Africa 
and serfdom in the mountains of Peru . People s tarve in the s t r ee t s of 
India; a forme* P r i m e Minister is summari ly executed in the Congo; 
intellectuals go to jai l in Russ ia ; thousands a r e slaughtered in Indonesia; 
wealth is lavished on a rmamen t s everywhere . These a r e differing evi ls ; 
but they a r e the common works of man. They reflect the imperfection of 
Human jus t ice , the inadequacy of human compassion, the defectiveness of 
our sensibili ty toward the sufferings of our fellows; they mark the limit 
of our ability to use knowledge for the well-being of o t h e r s . And therefore 
they call upon common quali t ies of conscience and of indignation, a shared 
determinat ion to wipe away the unnecessary sufferings of our fellow human 
beings at ^SF^SEZTMS} ar the world. 

It is these quali t ies which make of youth today the only t rue international 
community. More than this I think that we could a g r e e on what kind of a 
world we want to build. It would be a world of independent nations, moving 
toward international community, each of which protected and respected 
basic human f reedoms. It v/ould Le a world which demanded of each 
government that it accept i ts responsibil i ty to insure social jus t ice . It 
would be a world of constantly accelera t ing economic p r o g r e s s - - n o t 
mater ia l welfare as an end in itself, but as a means to l iberate the 
capacity of each human being to pursue his talents and his hopes. It would, 
in shor t , be a world we would be proud to have built. 

of 
J u s t to the N o r t i / n e r c a r e lands of challenge and opportunity—rich in 

natural r e s o u r c e s , land and mine ra l s and people. Yet they a r e also lands 
confronted by the grea tes t odds--overwhelming ignorance, internal tensions 
and s t r i fe , and £-7ee£ ^bctaclos >f clkr&te .V^gsogrc i /hy: Many of these 
nat ions, as colonies, were oppressed and exploited. Yet thev have not 
estranged themselves from the broad tradit ions of the West; they a r e 
hoping and gambling their p rogress and stabili ty on the chance that we will 
mee t our responsibi l i t ies to help them overcome their poverty. 

In the world we would like to build. South Africa could play an out ­
standing role in that effort. This is without question a preeminent r e ­
pository of the wealth and knowledge and skill of the continent. Here a re 
the g r ea t e r part of Africa 's r e s e a r c h scient is ts and steel production, most 
of i ts r e s e r v o i r s of coal and e lec t r i c power. Many South Africans have 
made major contributions to African technical development and world 
science; the names of some a re known wherever men seek to el iminate 
the ravages of tropical d i sease and pest i lence. In your faculties and 
councils , here in this very audience, a r e hundreds and thousands of men 
who could t ransform the lives o- millions for all t ime to come. 

But the help and the leadership of South Africa or the United States 
cannot be accepted if we--within our own countr ies or in our relat ions with 
o thers - -deny individual i n t eg r i ty human dignity, and the common humanity 
of man. If we would lead outsice our b o r d e r s ; if we would help those 
who need our a s s i s t a n c e if we would meet m r responsibi l i t ies to mankind; 
we must f i rs t , all oi u s , demolish the borders which his tory has erected 
between men within our own n a t i o n s - - b a r r i e r 5 of r ace and religion, social 
c lass and ignorance. 

Our answer is the world 's ho;>e; it is to re ly on youth. The cruel t ies 
and obstacles of this swiftly changing planet will not yield to obsolete 
dogmas and outworn s logans. It cannot be moved by those who cling to 
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a present which is a l ready dying, who prefer the illusion of securi ty to the 
excitement and danger which comes with even the most peaceful p r o g r e s s . 
This world demands the quali t ies of youth: not a t ime of life but a state 
of mind, a temper of the will, a quality of the imagination, a predominance 
of courage over t imidity, of the appetite for adventure over the love of ease . 
It is a revolutionary world we live in; and thus, as I have said in Latin 
America and Asia, in Europe and in the United States , it is young people 
who must take the lead. Thus you, and you*- young compatr io ts everywhere 
have had thrust upon yov. a g rea te r burden of responsibil i ty than any genera ­
tion that has ever lived. 

"There is , " said an Italian philosopher, "nothing m o r e difficult to take 
in hand, m o r e peri lous to conduct, or more uncer ta in in i ts success than 
to take the lead in the introduction of a new orde r of things. " Yet this is 
the measu re of the task of your generation and the road is s t rewn with 
many dangers . 

F i r s t , is the danger of futility; the belief there is nothing one man or 
one woman can do against the enormous a r r a y of the wor ld ' s i l l s - -aga ins t 
m i s e r y and ignorance, injustice and violence. Yet many of the world 's 
great movements , of thought and action, have flowed from the work of a 
single man. A young monk began the Protes tant reformation, a young 
general extended an empire from Macedonia to the borders of the ear th , 
and a young woman recla imed the t e r r i t o r y of F rance . It was a young 
Italian explorer who discovered the New World, and the 32 year old 
Thomas Jefferson who proclaimed that all men a r e created equal . "Give 
me a place to stand, " said Arch imedes , "and I will move the world. " 
These men moved the world, and so can we a l l . Few will have the g r e a t ­
ness to bend his tory itself; but each of us can work to change a smal l 
portion of events, and in the total of all those ac ts will be writ ten the 
h is tory of this generation. Thousands of Peace Corps volunteers a r e 
making a difference in isolated villages and city slums in dozens of coun­
t r i e s . Thousands of unknown men and women in Europe res i s ted the 
occupation of the Nazis and many died, but all added to the ultimate strength 
and freedom of their count r ies . It is from number le s s d iverse ac ts of 
courage and belief that human his tory is shaped. Each t ime a man stands 
up for an ideal, o r ac ts to improve the lot of o t h e r s , o r s t r ikes out against 
injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and c ross ing each other 
from a million different cen te rs of energy and daring those r ipples build 
a cu r ren t which can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppress ion and 
res i s t ance . 

"If Athens shall appear grea t to you , " said P e r i c l e s , "consider then 
that her glories were purchased by valiant men, and by men who learned 
their duty. " That is the source of all g rea tness in all socie t ies , and it 
is the key to p r o g r e s s in our t ime . 

The second danger is that of expediency; of those who say that hopes 
and beliefs must bend before immediate necess i t i e s . Of course if we 
would act effectively we must deal with the world as it i s . We mus t get 
things done. But if there was one thing Pres ident Kennedy stood for that 
touched the most profound feeling of young people a c r o s s the world, it was 
the belief that ideal ism, high aspira t ions and deep convictions a r e not 
incompatible with the most pract ical and efficient of p r o g r a m s - - t h a t 
there is no basic inconsistency between ideals and rea l i s t ic poss ib i l i t i e s - -
no separat ion between the deepest des i r e s of hear t and mind and the 
rational application of human effort to human problems. It is not 
real is t ic or hard-headed to solve problems and take action unguided by 
ult imate mora l aims and values . It is thoughtless folly. Fo r it ignores the 
rea l i t i es of human faith and passion and belief; forces ult imately more 
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powerful than all the calculations of economists or generals . Of course to 
adhere to standards, to idealism, to vision in the face of immediate dangers 
takes great courage and self-confidence. But we also know that only those 
who dare to fail greatly, can ever achieve greatly. 

It is this new idealism which is a lso , I believe, the common heritage of 
a generation which has learned that while efficiency can lead to the camps 
of Auschwitz, or the s t ree t s of Budapest, only the ideals of humanity and 
love can climb the hill to the Acropoli6. 

the 
A third danger is timidity. Few men are willing to brave/disapproval of 

their fellows, the censure of their colleagues, the wrath of their society. 
Moral courage is a r a r e r commodity than bravery in battle or great intelli­
gence. Yet it is the one essential , vital quality for those who seek to change 
a world which yields most painfully to change. Aristotle tells us that "At 
the Olympic games it is not the finest and the strongest men who a re crowned, 
but they who enter the l i s t s . . .So too in the life of the honorable and the good 
it is they who act rightly who win the p r ize . " I believe that in this generation 
those with the courage to enter the moral conflict will find themselves with 
companions in every corner of the world. 

For the fortunate among us , the fourth danger is comfort; the temptation 
to follow the easy and familiar paths of personal ambition and financial 
success so grandly spread before those who have the privilege of education. 
But that is not the road history has marked out for us. There is a Chinese 
curse which says "May he live in interesting t imes . " Like it or not we live 
in interesting t imes. They a re t imes of danger and uncertainty; but they 
a re also more open to the creative energy of men than any other time in 
history. And everyone here will ultimately be judged—will ultimately 
judge himself--on the effort he has contributed to building a new world 
society and the extent to which his ideals and goals have shaped that effort. 

So we part , I to my country and you to remain. We a re - - i f a man of forty 
can claim that privilege—fellow members of the world's largest younger 
generation. Each of us have our own work to do. I know at t imes you must 
feel very alone with your problems and difficulties. But I want to say how 
impressed I am with what you stand for and the effort you a re making; and 
I say this not just for myself, but for men and women everywhere. And 1 
hope you will often take heart from the knowledge that you a re joined with 
fellow young people in every land, they struggling with their problems and 
you with yours, but all joined in a common purpose; that, like the young people 
of my own country and of every country I have visited, you a re all in many 
ways more closely united to the brothers of your time than to the older 
generations of any of these nations; and that you a re determined to build a 
better future. President Kennedy was speaking to the young people of America, 
but beyond them to young peopleeverywhere, when he said that "The energy, 
the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light our country 
and all who serve i t--and the glow from that fire can truly light the world. " 

And, he added, "With a good conscience our only sure reward, with history 
the final judge of our deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking 
His blessing and His help, but knowing that here on earth God's work must 
truly be our own. " 


