
OUR CONCEPTION OF THB LIBBRATORY STRUGGLE IN SOUTH AFRICA-

lfetea of a Speech delivered by I.B.Tabata, President.Unity Movement of 

South Africa, at a •eating held ia Hew Terk,October,I965 

To-aight I wamt to girt you a brief pioturo of the mature of•the struggle 

ia South Africa^ *iaoo there iem't^riiom tine, I shall g iw/you only the 

broad outline 1. the bare boaea of the situation, in the hope that you wi l l 

f i l l in the l iv ing fleah and blood of the movement* The idea ia to f i re 

you a fraaowork that wi l l enable you to pieoe together the bita of oftoa 

confusing information that you glean fron the press* 

fe ooaaidor the atruggle for l iberation in South Africa as an integral 

part of the struggle of the oppressed and exploited the world m o * In th i s 

sense i t i s a struggle against oapitallsmTdmperiaHsm as a world phenomenon-

xmxs Thus i t becomes necessary to explain to you the po l i t i ca l^ concepts, 

the programme and principles that govern our movement, the Unity Movement 

of South Africa-

Before the national,novement in South Africa was launched we considered 

i t essent ial to examine the sooio-oconoaio and p o l i t i c a l structure of 

South Africa- This revealed 1) that there KXB were two main problems 

confronting the oppressed Non-Whites of South Africa- I must explain hero 

that owing to the old policy of divide and rule, the three sections of the 

Non-Whites, Africans, Coloureds and Indians, were always kept apart* 

(a) There i s the National (^nationality) problea* All the Non-White people 

of South Africa are denied a l l p o l i t i c a l rights* They lack a l l oivio or 

even human rights* 

t1p)xgswaqprttagpfrxatoCTx^^ 

lb) The African people are denied the right to acquire land- The vast 

majority of the population are landless African peasants* 

2) The national struggle for po l i t i ca l rights and the struggle for land 

eolnoide at the base, since the r lghtleas and the landless are the same 

people , i -e- they belong to the same nationality group, the Non-Whites of South 

Afrioa* 

3) Both these problems are dynamically linked together. The deprivation of 

po l i t i ca l rights i s used to keep the people landless , without means of 

subsistence, which In turn i s an instrument for the most dire economic 

exploitation. 



Without p o l i t i c a l r ights , a l l aeotions of the Hon-Whitoa ara by l eg i s la t ion 

diaoriaiinatad against, x i x u have inferior educational f a c i l i t i e s , inferior 

Jobs, inferior wages, inferior social status, and are segregated l ike 

lepers in the land of the ir birth. The^Io*rftPa, in addition, axe drlTen 

out of the urban areas; the peasants are enclosed in arid,OTerorowded 

"Reset-res" U o s s than 1 > of the land t o t a l ) and fro* there are forced out 

by starvation to work for a pittance in the nines, the white f a n s and 

industry* Their l e t i s foroed labour, a wage-slavery that I s in soae respeots 

worse than ohattel-slavery* A bought slave represented so such capital 

invested, while the l i f e of a wage-slave i s worth no nore than the pleoe of 

paper he i s l a foroed to carry, the pass that bears his nana and identity 

•arks-

k) The problem of l iberation In South Afrloa, as we aaw i t , waa how to 

bring the two atreaas together: the national atruggle and the agrarian 

struggle Into one gigantic streaa: how to mobilise the whole oppressed 

population into an i rres i s t ib l e f ighting foree to threw off the yoke of 

oppression; hew to formulate a prograaae that would express the aspirations 

of a l l seotions of the oppressed and work out a policy that would lead thea 

to l iberat ion. 

5) This probleat was reaolved with the foraulation of the Ten-Point 

Prograane of the Unity Movenent for f u l l deaooratio righta, with the 

aocoapanying polioy which strongly reinforces our progrannie, the poliey 

of Non-collaboration with the oppressor,i .e . a refusal by the Non-Whites 

to operate the segrJTgatory machinery for their own oppression* 

The prograaae, which we defined as a alnlaun progranrao, was a demand 

for fu l l democratic rights for a l l aen and women of South Afrloa, x 

irrespective of eolour, race or creed. I t included also a demand for land 

far the peasantry. 

This prograaae,aaaxaalxsx, In the given conditions of South Africa, 

was a revolutionary prograaae- Both these demands could not be f u l f i l l e d 

within the xtxaa exist ing South African sooio-econoaio fraae-work. To 

aohieve thea involved a complete re-organisation of the whole structure of 

society , eoonomic, sooial and p o l i t i c a l -

6* For the r*l real isat ion of this prograane i t was necessary to oreate 

a truly national Movement representing the various strata of the oppressed 
la. 

people of South Africa: the workers, the peasants, the in te l l ec tua l s , "/ 

and the very small sector of txmaarx petty traders* 
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THB PLTRA4LPT3 

7- There were,of course* differences of opinion amongst the so-called 

revolutionaries on the approach to the question of l iberat ion. 

U ) There were those ultra-revolutionaries who, In the name of Marxian, 

oondenned the feraation of a National Movement on the grounds that suoh 

•oreeientsj^y their nature^, i n reactionary in modem tines and that in 

any ease th i s i s a task of the indigenous bourgeoisie who *U*i called upon 

to oppose imperialism. 

This l ine of argument led to absurd resu l t s . The Second World War 

exposed i t s protagonists in a grotesque Banner. In South Africa the 

party that represented the white petty bourgeois and a fraotion of the 

white "indigenous" bourgeoisie was thcbfationallst Partyfit 1Y Males, 

Terwoerd, Vorater and oompanyj a l l of whom were opponents of Brit ish imperialism 

In South Africa. On the outbreak of the Second World War, this party revolted 

x against participation on the side of British inperial i sn . The u l tra-

reTolutlonarles advocated a united front with these so-called anti- imperial ists , 

unt i l the day when Torster and eonpany Joined forces with Hit ler i te fascism-

Heedless to say, th i s doomed the ultra-revolutionaries to po l i t i ca l oblivion. 

PPtlAX OP ACBARIAN PROBLKM. 

There were those who denied the agrarian and ^national problem in South 

Africa, arguing that since South Africa Is a highly Industrialised country, the 

solution of i t s problems lay along the same road as the other Industrial 

countries in Europe,England and the United States . The task of the militants 

therefore was to organise the working o l e s s , to lead in a straightforward 

proletarian s o c i a l i s t revolution- At l eas t this was tan theory. 

This was a mechanistic approach that did not take cognisance of the 

po l i t i ca l and eeononio r e a l i t i e s of the South African situation. I t did not 

seen to ocour to these gentlemen that the white workers, the enfranchised, 

privileged white workers In South Africa, bear the sane relation to the 

disfranchised black workersWs the Bonan proletariat bore to the Ronan slaves. 

They threw a l l their energies into organising racial trade unions* for then 

trade unionism booano the centre of the struggle- Indeed, those Non-White 

trade unions under their control wore never i allowed to Join the National 

Movement of the oppressed. This was the policy of the Communist Party of 

South Africa, which led to refonsisn and economies. They wore rudely 

shaken from their euphoria when Werwoerd (Nationalist Premier), with 
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the rapport of a l l the major white trade unions, passed leg is lat ion to 

wash up a l l Non-White trade unionism-

BIRTH OP THB AIL-AFRICAN CONVENTION. 
and disputes, and 

The events of 1935-6 out short inter-group discussions)-^** po l i t i ca l 

divergences^ mhxmm were transferred into the fcti f i e ld of action, m l 

invol v a l i n e oountry as a whole* In that year the herronvolk parliament 

confronted the Africans with k i t s three notorious Slave B i l l s - (The herronvolk. 

am those with a master-raoe mentality, are familiar to a l l oppressed people-J 

laj The Native Representation B i l l was to deprive the Africans of the l a s t 

vestiges of p o l i t i c a l rights* a few African stales in the Cape Province 

having previously been allowed to vote in the white parliamentary election ns-

Instead tsejiwwre i t oreated*segregated dummy Council - called a Native 

Representative Council - and three white Judas-goats to "represent" the whole 

Black population in a white Parliament of 153 neabers. 

(b) A fraudulent Land and Trust B i l l , depriving the Africans of the right 

to buy land anywhere in South Africa except in the already overcrowded 

"Native Reserves" comprising l e s s than 15$ of the total land area-

U ) An Urban Areas B i l l to eontrol s t i l l further the entry of Africans 

into the towns-

The news of the Slave B i l l s produced a profound shook that reverberated 

throughout the oountry- *very section of the African population was 

affected- A nation-wide conference of a l l the exist ing organisations was 

called and more than 500 delegates representing over 150 organisations 

were present, including repfesentalves from the throe Brit ish Protectorates, 

Basutoland, Beehuanaland and Swaslland* I t was the aost representative 

gathering in the history of the African people- Conference unanimously ^and 

emphatically rebooted the Slave B i l l s - So successful was the conference 

that i t was decided to establ ish the Convention as a permanent body which 

would be the mouthpiece of the African people-

Thus the All-African Convention was born-

Amongst the organisationSpresent at th i s historic mooting was the 

African National Congress* Naturally the old leaders of this oldest po l i t i ca l 
v 

organisation oooupiod prominent positions at th i s max stage of the Convention 
e 

and eoaprised the majority of the Executive- The keynote was unity- The 

la te Dr. Zuma, at that time chairman of the committee that drafted the 

Constitution of the All-African Convention, solemnly declared: 
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"Anyone who wi l l endeavour to wreck the prinoiple of unity that gave 

birth to the All-African Convention wi l l be doing ao for personal 

reasons and wi l l be a tra i tor to Africa." 

Brave words' But within a few years the old leaders,who had been reared in 

the spir i t of doc i l i ty arfxiesiiity by their l iberal mentors, were to 

swallow their words- Alarmed by the po ten t ia l i t i e s of an organisation 

they themselves had helped to create, they tried to destroy it,and on 

fa i l ing to do this* they deserted i t* By 1941, the leaders of the Congress 

pulled a l l their branches out of the federal body, the All-African 

Convention, i t was essent ial for then to resuscitate Congress as a r ival body. 

UWITT OF ALL THE OPPRESSED 

By this time,however, the young militants who had oaught the spir i t of 

the ^S!l f¥oal foment that pervaded Europe and the l a s t during the two 

world wars, were able to challenge the old lead era and defend the Convention. 

I t provided them with a platform fron whloh to address the population, 

a population ready to l i s t e n to them. They saw the Convention as a most 

inportant step in the po l i t i ca l development of the Afrloan people, a type 

of organisation capable of mobilising the whole Afrloan population for the 

struggles ahead. I t was the f i r s t atop towards that wider unity of a l l the 

oppressed, Africans, Coloureds and Indians, which was given organisational form 

with the creation of what was then called the Non-European Unity Movements* ,a 

name ohosen precisely to emphasise the eommon interests and goals of a l l 

the oppressed and In rejection of the racialism fostered by the ruling 

• la s s - This was in 1%3-

I t was during this period that the programme and policy of the Movement 

were elaborated as a prime necessity for the proper conduct of m what we 

saw as a protraoted struggle- These were based on our assessment of the 

socio-economic and p o l i t i c a l sssessaewtiaf*ta« situation in South Africa. 

I t was from the start an anti- imperial ist , anti-jSSlonialisJ struggle* 

From this we have never deviated. 

BATTLB OF IDEAS. 

I t was during this period that a olear l ine of demarcation emerged 

between the collaborators and the Unity Movement, between those who upheld 

the old ideas of reformism implying the acceptance of the infer ior i ty of 

the Black nan, and those who stood for fu l l equality, the rejection of 

trusteeship and a l l the machinery of segregation, and who advocated an 
independent struggle free from the tutelage of the white l ibera l bourgeoisie. 
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Aa the b a t t l e of ideas took plaoa in f u l l v i a * of tha population in 

•any meetings both in town and i n tha rural areas , and as tha people were 

ca l led upon nat only to dispute with tha reformists but to put tha Unity 

programme and pol icy i n t o act ion , they began to absorb tha ideas , which 

became part and parcel of tha l r thinking. Tha pol icy o f non-col laboration 

abore a l l taught tha paopla to ident i fy the ir eneay a t nana* To our , 
ot 

surprise tha African peasantry used non-collaboration as a •eaauring-ro* 

not only to assess the i r own laadara but a lso to ident i fy tha l r a l l i e s aa 

wal l aa tha l r enemies on tha internat ional scene. Thay began to 

formulate tha po l iay i n tha i r own language. i'o tha* everyone who 

battened on tha i r f lash and blood belonged to tha enemy c l a s s , with whom 

there could be no col laboration- This rule was applied i n assess ing 

fore ign powers aa wal l - I t was enough for than t o know t h a t tha owners of 

tha gold n ines its' sucked than dry were North American and B r i t i s h f i n a n c i e r s , 

Tou must understand that i t waa tha landless peasantry that const i tuted tha 

ohaap blaok labour for tha mines- Though thay knew nothing about sooia l i sm, 

i t waa enough for them to know that tha s o c i a l i s t S tates had no inrestments 

i n South Africa and therefore were not tha i r axploi tara but ware tha i r 

p o t e n t i a l friends-
+++++++++••++++++++++++++ 

Thus were the bare-bones of a h i s t o r i c a l period presented and i t s 

i d e a l o g i o a l b a t t l e s , the atrugglea of tha people , the achieTeaenta a t and 

the set -backs , and tha betrayals ©f-the col laborators ba ld ly summarized. 

I t remains for the records -incomplete aa thay are - contained in 

conference reports , p o l i t i c a l documents and statements, some of them 

chronicled by rebate , and a few out o f the SSrnJ IpeJohes preeerred hy a laoat 

by aooidant - aa during the f i v e yeara of hia ban - to aupply aoaa 

further idea o f the f l e sh and blood of th i s preliminary bat none the l e s s 

v i t a l stage of the l ibera tory struggle of the oppressed i n South Africa-

+ + + + ++++ +++++++++++++++++ 


