QUR CONCEPTION OF THE LINERATORY STRUGGLE IN SQOUTE AFRICA-

Netas of & Spesach dAslivered by I.B.Tubata, President,Unity Movemeni of
South Africa, at & mesting held in New Yerk ,Octeber,1965

To-night I want te glva you a brief ploturs of the maturs gﬁfiil struggln
in South lfrégnffﬁﬁinni thers ill'ffli;i time, I shall Ei}ifjtﬂ only the
bread nutliﬁhl. tha bare hnnn:_pffthn sltuation, im thiﬂilpl that vau wlll
111 in the living flesh and blood of the movement. The ides is to give
you & framework that will ;Ilhll you to plece togxether the bits of oftea
ﬁiﬂfﬂlil; infermation that you gleas from the praasa-

Te consider the struggle for liberution in Eﬂuﬁ?ﬁi{fEF:iffhFl¢35tgﬁif£;r.
part of the struggle of the oppressed and exploited fhe—wurld—over. In this
sqnaa it iz a struggle agsdinet caplialismeinperialiom as & world phebocenod-
¥hizx Thus it becomes neaeessary to explain te you the politicaly concepts,
the programas and principles that govern cur movamsnt, the Unity Novemsnt

of South Afrios. .
A ST
Bafors the utiumﬂ-nvu-nt in South Africa was launcbed we considersd

it espantial te sxamine the sooio=-sconomio and political struoture of
3outh Africa. This revealed 1) that thars xyx were two main problems
sonfronting the oppressed Non-Wnites of Sauth Africa- I must explain here
that owing t the old policy of divide and rala, the thres peationa of the
Ran-Whites, Afriosns, Coloureds and Indians, were always kept apart.

{a} Thare ia the Natlional [nadiomaitty) protlea. All the Kon-White people
of South Africa are denled all poiitical rights. They lagk all sivie or
svsn human rights.

Yoy rc et crtvegp b ferrpet b s e b e ool donckbre g ey faxx t and
{b) The African people gre denied the right to acquire lanpd. The vast
majority of the populmation ate lardless African peasanta.

2) The naticnal atruggle for political rights and the atruggle for land
¢oincide at the basa, since the rlghtlesa and the landless ara the same
paople,i.e. they belong o thoe sems nationality zroup, the Non-Whites of Socuth
Africa-

3) Both thess problems are dynamically linked together. The deprivation of
politioal rights is used to kesp the peoplie landlens, without means of
subadistence, which in turn is an instrument for the mest 4ire ecornomic
oxplolitation.



Without political righta, all seoticna of the Non~Whites are by laglslathen
diporiminatsd azainet, zivmx have inferior sducational facilities, infartor
Jobs, inferior mages, inferlor mocial atatus, and are segregated like Inpxs
lepers in thé laod of their birth. TheteS}E#Ps, ia eddition, are ariven
out of the urban areasn; the pessanta are spolosed in ardid,overorowded
*Resorves™ (loss than 138 of the land total) and from there ars forosd out
by starvation te work fer a plttance in the mines, the white farms and
industry- Their let is foroed labour, a wage-alavery that is in some respects
worse than chattel-—alawvery. 4 bought slave represented so much oapital
inveated, while the 1life of a wage-slaws 18 worth n¢ gore than tha piess of
paper ho 18 is forced to carry, the pasa that bears his name and identity
maTkE .

L&) The prebtlem of liberstien in South Afrlos, as we saw it, was how to
bring the two streams together: tha national strugele and the agrarian
struggle into one gigantlo stream: how to mobilise the whols oppressed
population into an irreslstible flghting fores to throw off the yoke of
oppresaion;: hew to formulats a programme that would express the aspirationa
of &ll sections ef tha oppressed and work out a polioy that would lead thewm
to liberation.

%) This problem was razolved with the formulation of the Ten-Folnt
Programaw of the Unity Novemant flor full demccratio rights, with the
nocompanyling policy which strongly reinforoes our programas, the polisy
of Non-collaboration with the oppressor,i.se. a refusal by the Non-Whites
to oparate the ugri;ltuﬂ machinery for thelr own eppression.

The programme, which we defined as a ainimsum prograome, ®aa s gemand
Tor full dswooratioc rights for all men and women of South Africe, x
irrespective of aglour, race or ¢reed. It included wlpo o dexand for land
fear the peasantry.

This programme , subpedduy, in the given conditlens of Bauth Afriea,
wat a4 revolutionary programme. Both these demands could net ba fulfilled
within the gxiwww existing South African scolo-e¢onumis frame-waork. Yo
achiave them invelved a conplete re-organisation of the whole struoture of
sobiety, econcmis, soclal and political.

&+ Yor the xak reclisation of thia prograzme it war necessary tc create

s truly MEatlonal Moverent representing the waricus strata of the cppreassd
people of Jouth Africa® the workers, the peasants, the :I.ntulluutu;la, f;r"
and the very small seotur of ixxiwrs petty traders.



THE DLTHASLERTS
7+ There were,of course, diffarenoes of opinion ampagst the so=onalled
revolutionaries on the appreach to the questlion of literation.
{a) There were those ultra-revolutionaries who, in the nsme of Narxiss,
gondesnad the Permation of a National Movement on the zrounds that such
-uwu-nntuifﬁy thelr maturefi, xra readticnary in modern times apd that in
any cass this is a task of the indigenous bourgeoisie who wkhl called upen
te oppose dmperialiss.

Thie 1line of atrgumant led to abrurd results. The Second World War
exposed 1ts prutagenista in o grotesque panoer. In South Africa the
party that repressnotsd the whits petiy baurzesles and & fractlon of the
white "indigencur” bourzeelisie was thAr;tiumlut Perty fof Bre-Jadua,
Yerwcerd, Vorstar and nnnpunrj all of whom were cpponenta of British imparislisms
in Bouth Afrion. On the cutbreak ¢f the 3econd World War, this perty revolted
z against partivipation on the slde of Britiah dmperialism:. The ultre-
revelutionariens advocated a united front with these so-called anti-iaperlalists,
until the day when Vorster and company joimed forces with Hitlarite fasolisa.
Nesdless to say, this doomed the ultra-revolutionaries %o political oblivion.

DENTAL OF AGRARTAN FROBLEN.

Thare were those who denied the sgrerisn nndtgitiunnl problem 1n Beuth
Africa, arguing that simos South Africs is e highly industrialiszed country, the
solution of its yroblens lay along the szane road as the other industrial
ocpuntries in Burope,Zagland and the United 3tates. The task of the milltants
therefore was to organise the working olass, to lasd in & straighiforwerd
prolatarian socialist revelution. A4t least thiz waa thi‘thaﬁrr.

This was a mechanistic approsch that did not take osognimance of tha
political and sconcmin realities of the South African situation. It 4id oot
seem te¢ ocour to these gentlemen that the white workers, the snfranchised,
privilagad white werkers in South Afrlos, bear the zame Telation to the
d4arranchiasd black nbriurﬂri the Boman preletsriat bers to the Roman slaves.
They threw 3ll thair snergiess into erganieing recial trade unions- TFor tham
trade vnionism becams the centre of the struggle. Indesd, those Non-White
trade unions under their sontrol were pever X sllewed to jJoin the Hational
Movemant of the oppressed. This was tie poliey of the Communist Party of
South Afrios, which led to reformism anl sconcwiss:. Thay were rudsly xawxkes
shaken from thelr supberia when Yarwoerd (Naticoalist Premier), with
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the suppert of all the major white trade unions, passed legislation té
smash up all Non-White trade unionism.

BIRTH OF THE ALL~AFRICAN CONVENTION.

and disputes, and
The events of 1935-6 cut short inter-group discussionshamé political

divergencesy mkimh were transferred into the £i% field of action, xmi
:I.nﬂlvii?{h- country as a whole. In that year the berrenvelk parlisment
confronted the Africans with k its three notorious §lave Bills. (The herremvelk,
xxrm those with a master-race mentality, are familiar to all oppressed people-)
(a) The Native Representation Bill was to deprive the Africans of the last
vesthges of political rights, a few African males im the Cape Provinoce

having previously been allowed to vote im the white parliamentary slectic-ms.
Ingtead thagomresx it nmtd\nmutnﬂ dummy Council - called a Native
Representptive Couneil - and three white Jjudss-goats te "represent" the whole
Black population in a white Parliament of 153 members.

(b) A fraudulent Land and Trust Bill, depriving the Africans ef the right

to buy land anywhere in Seuth Africa except im the already overcromded

"Native Reserves" comprising less than 1% of the total land area.

(e) An Urban Areas Bill to sentrol still further the entry of Afriocans

inte the towns.

The news of the Blave Bills produced a prefound shock that reverberated
throughout the country. ZSvyery section of the African population was
affected: A nation-wide conference of all the existing organisations was
called and mere than 500 delegates representing over 150 organisations
were present, including repfesentaives from the three British Protectorates,
Basutoland, Bechuansland and Bwasziland. It was the most representative
gathering in the history of the African pecjle. Conference unanimously fand
emphatically rejeoted the Slave Bills. 8o successful was the sonference
that it was decided to establish the Comvemtion as a permanent body whieh
would be the mouthpiece of the African peeples.

Thus the All-African Convention was bern.

Amongst the organisationSpresent ot this historie meeting was the
African National Congress. Naturally the old leaders of this oldest politiocal
erganisation ocoupled prominsnt positions at this xig stage of the Enmntiun
and eomprised the majority of the Executive:. The keynote was unity. The
late Dr. Iuma, at that time ehairman of the sommittee that drafted the
Constitution of the All-Afriocan Convention, selemnly declared:
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"Anyone who will endeavour to wreck the prineiple of unity that zave

birth to the All-African Convention will be doing so for personal

reasons and will be a traiter to Afriea.”
Brave words! BPut within a few years the 0ld leaders,who had been reared in
the spirit of doeility afixémmiiiky by their liberil mentors, were to
swallow théir words. Alarmed by the potentkalities of an organisation
they themselves had helped to ereate, they tried to destrey it,and on
failing to do this, they deserted it. By 1941, the leaders of the Congress
pulled all their branches out of the federal body, the All-African

Convention. It was essential for them to resuscitate Congress as a rival bedy.
UNITY OF ALL THE OFPRESSED

By this time,however, the young militants who had caught the spirit of
thu\FEI{t!ﬂil ferment that pervaded Burops and the East during the two
world wars, were able to ehallenge the old lead ers and defend the Convengion.
It provided them with a pletform from which to address the population.
a population ready to listen to them. They saw the Convention as a most
important step in the political development of the African pecple, a type
of organisation capable of mobilizing the whole Afriean pepulation for the
strugegles ahead. It was the first step towards that wider unity of all the
oppressed, Africans, Coloureds and Indians, which was given organisational form
with the creation of what was then called the Non-Buropean Unity Mevementf ,a
name chosen precisely to emphasise the eommon interests and goals of all
the oppressed and in rejection of the raecialisa fostered by the ruling
elass: This was in 1943.

It was during this period that the programme and policy of the Movement
were elaborated as a prime necessity for the proper conduct of x what we
saw as a protracted struggle. These were based on our assessment of the
socio—economic and political mmzmxzmextxwfxthm situation in South Africa.
It was from the start an anti-imperialist, antigolonialisy strugele.

Prom this we have never deviated.

BATTLE OF IDEAS.

It was during this period that a clear line of demarcation emerged
betwsen the collaborators and the Unity Movement, between those who upheld
the 0ld ideas of reformisa implying the acceptance of the inferiority of
the Black man, and these who stood for full equality, the rejection of

trusteeship and all the machinery of segregation, amd who advhcated an
independent struggle free from the tutelage of the white liberal bourgeoisie.
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As the battle af ideasz took place ia full view of tha population in
aany mestings both in town and 1in the Twrsl areas, and as the paople werwe
called upon net pnly to ddsputs witk the Tefarnists but to put ths Unity
progranns and pollay into aotion, they bagan te absorb the idess, whish
becass part and parel of their thinking. 7The peliey of non-collaboration
above all tauwrht the pe¢ple t¢ identify thelr snsay st heme. To our d
surprise the Afrioan psasantiry used non—ocollaboration as s measuring-rod
not only to asmsesa their own leaders but also to identify their sllies as
well as thelr ensmies on the lnternaticnal soens. Thay began to fewxy
fermulate tha peliey in their own language. Io tham averyons who ivedimx
battened on their fleash and blcod belonged to the soemy olass, with whea
thers opuld ba no sollaberation. 'This ™le was applied in assessing
forslen powers as wall. It was snougk for then to koow that the ewners of
the gold mines iiit:uuktd them &ry werw North dmerican apd British finapoiers.
Tou must understand that it waz the landless psasantry that oonatituted the
oheap blaok labour for the mines. Though they knew nothing about soeialism,
it was enough for them to know that the avoielist States had no investmants
in South Africa and therefore were not their exploiters but wears their
potantial friends.

B e T S e ST e LY ¥
\

Thus werw the bare-bones of a historical perioed pressntad and its
idealogloal battlea, the atrugglt: of the paeple, the achievensntas mf and
the set-backs, and the betrayals ¢4 the collsboraters baldly summarised.

It vemaing for the recoerds ~lneomplets as thsy are ~ contained in
conferences reports, politioal dopuments and statemants, some of them it
chrenicled by Tabata, and & few cat of the SEkP i3iiohes preserved hy wlmost
by socident - as during the five years of his ban - to supply some
furthar idea of +the flesh and hlood ;fathil preliminary bkt nons the less
vital stage of the libsratory struggle “QEI" ths oppressed in South Afriea.
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