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LUSAKA, TO3NKSDAT 26 BUT, 1965 

Mr. Chairman and Members of th i s Committee, 

I am unknown t o the Vomboro of t h i s Committee. I have therefore to 
give my oredent ia la . 

This i s the f i r s t time my organisat ion has appeared before an agency 
of the United Nations. I t i n has i t s h i s t o r i c a l reasons. I t w-uld be 
remembered t h a t the organisat ions t ha t I represent are comparatively old. 
Sue All-African Convention wa3 born in 1936 during the c r i s i s of the 
Hertsog Native B i l l s , which abolished the l a s t remnants of the voting 
r igh t s of Ron-Whites in South Afrioa. I t was created as the . .ou'^. ' .ec* 
of the whole African population. All African organi«»'.•i.v.i tz^un in 
ex i s t ence , p o l i t i c a l , educat ional , profess ion*! , r e l i g i o u s , o iv io , trad*.-
union, e to . belonged t o t h i s federal body, including the A.K.C., whioh 
was one of i t s founders. I t 13 a f ac t of h i s t o ry tna*. the A.rf.C. trokp 
sway from t h i s federa t ion fror, the ea r ly f o r t i e s because i t disagreed 
with i t s pol icy and p r i n c i p l e s . 

In 1943 the A.A.C. inv i t ed the federal organisat ions as well as 
na t iona l organisat ions of the o ther oppressed rao ia l groups, t o a confer­
ence with a view t o u n i t i n g a l l the oppreseed Non-Unite people of South 
Afrjoa - the Africans; Tndxsxe and Coloured coop 1B i'hus the Unity 
Movement was born. I am current ly the Pres ident of tfre Unit? Movement.-.. 

At the time when our organisat ions were bom, the ^-.tornafcjonal 
organisation then in exis tence was the League of Vati-us which, as yew know, 
was l a t e r consumed Ty the fliipos of the Cooond World War. Ihe f a i l u r e ^f 
t ha t body t o l i v e ip to i t s noble i d e a l s , together with what we consfd**""* 
i t s be t raya l of the a sp i r a t i ons of the oolo.i5.iti people, l e f t a deep 
impression on our minds. Ke oould not forge- t a t rape of Abysb .ma, t ha t 
time the only independent s t a t e in Afrioa and therefore a symbol to a l l 
co lonia l people. I b i s da&tardly aot was committed by a Member S ta te in 
the f u l l view of the Leagas of Nations. While t h i s : n te rna t i unci : ody 
was condemning the aggressor s t a t e and debating sanc t ions , Mussolini was 
r a in ing death in the form of bombs and poison gas en our b ro the r s , using 
fo r i t s aeroplanes, petroleux supplied by other Members of tha League c. 
Nations. This inc ident , more than any o ther , bum:; i n t o our ae&oi'les -_r.-_ 
gave b i r t h t o the be l i e f **hat i n t e rna t iona l organisat ions a re instruments 
of the b ig powers for the r e -d iv i s ion of colonies and spheres oi* influence 
amongst themselves. I s i t a wonder then, t ha t when the suooese- r so the 
League of Nations, the United Nations was born, we were suspicious of i t s 
i n t en t and purpose? 

He a re aware, however, of the vas t ohargea tha t have taken place on 
a world soale s ince the e.id of the seoond World Har. a l l things apparently 
immutable, have suffered a change. No sphere of human a c t i v i t y seems to 
osoape t h i s change. The old concepts of empires and colonics a re a th ing 
of the p a s t . Likewise the U.N. i s undergoing a change. The rapid 
emergence of independent s t a t - S who take tho i r place in tho U.ii. has give-
a s t a r ? and d i rec t ion t o shis new body, d i f fe ren t to that of i t s p r e ­
decessor. I t i s t rue tha t on a l l major issues i t i s s t i l l the "* j powers 
tha t get t h e i r way. Thersxis n? lack of example for t h i s a s s e r t i o n , but 
the U.K. a t l e a s t provider a f-»rum fo r thf' smaller nat ions to r e g i s t e r 
t h e i r p ro t e s t and the world k t l a rge i s giv**r. an opportunity t o know what i s 
going on. We a l l know th*i i i i s pouoibls to tame a leopard, but nc on** 
oan change i t s colour and na tu re . 
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We are* however, encouraged by the fac t tha t the Committee en t rus tea 
with the problems of decolonisation has now deoided t o carry out i t s 
i nves t iga t ions in Afrioa i t s e l f , near the scene of the orime. In t h i s 
way, i t w i l l not only be able to find out the t rue fac ts but assess them 
in a l l t h e i r devas ta t ing effects upon the human victims of the system. 

To oome now t o my subjec t . 

I understand t h a t the soope of th i s Committee i s l imi ted only to 
inves t iga t ing the problem-, of the colonies and the P ro t ec to r a t e s , without 
in any way toucaing upon South Africa, Thu a t once presents us with an 
insurmountable problem. How do we d u c u . ^ South Vest Africa, for ins tance , 
without reference t o South Africa? As we a l l know, South i/est Africa i s 
not only administered by South Africa, but i s in fac t a f i f t h provinoe of 
the Republic of South Afrioa, with i t s representa t ives s i t t i n g in P a r l i a -

I
ment pass ing laws agains t the inhabi tants of both Souta Air iot and South 
Heat Africa* Tb3 Bantustan Policy has been evolved and put i n r o 
l e g i s l a t i o n by t h i s one Parliament to be applied in both count r ies , ' inis 
alone shows the imprao t io i l i t y of d iscuss ing the one without the o ther . 

We are faced with s imi l a r problems whet? we have to deal with tho 
P r o t e c t o r a t e s . They are so dependent on South Africa and so placed 
geographically tha t i t i s not possible to consider t h e i r f a te both 
eoonomioally and p o l i t i c a l l y , without reference to the po l io ies ^f the 
South African Government. I sha l l therefore be excused i f I find myself 
compelled to touch upon some aspects cf t.-io policy c£ the South African 
Government in order t c give a rounded p io tu re of the subject undor review. 
This i s the only way to discuss our problems in t h e i r proper perspeo-tiva 

South Vest Afrjca has been the subject of discussion by the United 
Nations for about Id y e a r s . I t has now reached the s tage when the 
In t e rna t iona l Court i a a3ked to give a veruiot en the lega l issues involved. 
I do not intend to go over the ground tha t :ias ?oen adequately covered br­
o the r s . I may, howevoi*, jus t comment on 3 points in th i s regard: 

(a) We are wondering i f the United Nations has considered the 
s e t t i n g up of a machinery for enforcing the verdic t of the 
Court now s : t t i n g in Tn«* Ha^ad. Ii* the decis ion should go 
agains t South Africa, rfhat then? T-e normal procedure i s 
t ha t where there i s a court of j u s t i c e , there must a l so be 
a machinery to enforoe i t s dec i s ions . In t h i s case , i t seems 
to u s , the problem i s not a s t raightforward one. We hnve 
l e a r n t througa d i r e experience t ha t the conf l i c t ing i n t e r e s t s 
of the various S ta te s composing the U.N.O. tend to crea te 
confusion and d i s a s t e r whenever they are asked t o intervene 
in an African oountry. Here, we would make a suggestion 
tha t in the event of the necess i ty for in tervent ion in 
South West Africa, a l l those countries tha t have vested 
i n t e r e s t s in tha t country should be excluded from the *ask-
force to be used, on tne p r i nc ip l e tha t an accomplice or 
defendant oannot s i t ac judge in h i s own case. We s u r e s t 
t ha t t h i s aspect of the matter should **«* h ^ d c * *ver tc the 
Organisation of Afrioar Unity (OAU), wnico sha l l then decide 
which coun t r i e : acal l be called upon to supply mi l i t a ry 
cont ingents . 

(b) Before, t h i s i s decided upon, the people of Scuth West Africa 
should be fu l ly ooneultoi on the score - Cor i t i s they, 
a f t e r a l l , who Lnve the r igh t to dwoid6 on t h e i r una f a t e . 
I t i s they who k»:u»* ithe.' i s good for t seu . For th is purpose, 
we suggest tha t the task of a sce r t a in ing t h e i r viows should 
be piaoed on the shoulders of the OAU• who w i l l arrange for a 

/ 



- 3 -

referendum whore a l l the i s sues should be c lea r ly plaoed 
before the population of South West Africa. 

a te suggested procedure should not depend merely on the 
verdic t of the In te rna t iona l Court. The s t a t e d task of 
the United Nation.-, i s to a s s i s t the people of South 
West Africa to gaxn t h e i r fu . l independence. I t i s fo r 
t h i s reaaor: th.it t h e i r opinions should be fu l ly and 
f ree ly oanvasEed on the methods to t e employed in gaining 
t h e i r nationhood. 

(o) He a re aware t ha t Jr . Verwoerd has announced h i s in ten t ion 
t o impose I>antuetans on South Vest Africa on the same 
p a t t e r n as xn the Transkei. This point , however , can be 
dea l t with under the discussion on the P r o t e c t o r a t e s . 

The Pro tec to ra tes 

I t i s common fcn**rledge tha t Verwoerd's Bfi-.tus+sr ~}*r envisages the 
incorporat ion of tho j~ ro tec to ra tes • Before we deal with the f u l l meaning 
and implicat ions of the antustan polioy> we sha l l read t o you a oopy of a 
l e t t e r which reveals the t a i n t i n g of the Government of South Africa. The 
l e t t e r was wr i t t en by the Chairman of the Basutoland National Party as 
ea r ly as November 1564 - i . e . long before the General Elections in 
Basutoland. I t was addressed to the Commissioner-General fo r the South 
S>tho, S.A. For youi. information, he i s one of the Afrikaners who have 
been plaoed in char.-j jf various t r i b a l groupings, euphemistically bal led 
"Ambassadors". The l e t t e r has eince been published in an Opposition paper. 
I t reads as follows: 

• • 

"Tour Excellency, 

Our meeting at ....veu;.de Lodge was very f r i end ly , and the 
way you t rea ted 09 gave iae proof tha t when we are the Government 
of Basutoland we s h a l l work very well together . 

"I wri te t h i s l e t t e r according to our agreement t o repeat 
again the poin ts agreed between u s , and hoping tha t you wi l l a l so 
repeat your guarantee to me in wr i t ing as you promised. 

"You have promised tha t i f we become the Government of Basuto­
land a f t e r the e l ec t ions with the ass i s t ance of your Government, and 
a l s o i f we subscr ibe to your p o l i o i e s , your Government wi l l give us 
baok Witzieshot»k, Mata t ie le , Hersohel and par t of the Orange Free 
S t a t e bordering on Basutoland, from Fouriesburg to Wepener, so t ha t 
we should form a g rea te r Basutoland and enable your Government t o 
put r ight past wrongs. I can assure you in advance t ha t we sha l l 
forever be grateful t o Tour Excellency and the good Government of 
the HEpiblio of South Afraoa, and t o show our thanks fo r t h i s 
generous of fe r , wa sha l l plaoe t h i s country and i t s people under 
the wise guidance of the Government of the. Republic of South Africa 
economically, poM+joal l j and s o c i a l l y , so tha t you can lead us to 
t rue independence. 

*Tou wil l rememoor, Your Exoellenoy, tha t in the course of our 
discussion I to ld you tha t I have a l o t of t rouble from my General 
Secretary. Although he l i k e s the money promised, he d i s l i k e s a l l 
the condit ions you a re imposing. Unfortunately he i s supported by 
some i n t e l l e c t u a l s in the par ty who want him t o take the leadership 
away from me. After thinking oa:.*efully about the suggestion you 
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made, I have f i n a l l y decided tha t you a re r i g h t , and i t will^be 
wise not t o cal l the annual general conference, because i f I do 
t ha t they wi l l vant t o have par ty e l e c t i o n s , and the danger i s 
there t ha t my opponents wi l l kiok ue out of the l eadersh ip , 
Sinoe the General Secretary 3hewod tha t he disagrees with your 
condi t ions , X d o n ' t oonsult is ID any more> and he knows nothing 
about th is l e t t e r . 

"Having given you the gua^'anuee in wr i t ing as you asked me, 
I now ask your Excellency to preva i l upon your Government t o 
p ress the Chamber of ?;ines to a s s i s t us in every way which wi l l 
»ake the minors to vote fo r my p a r t y . I f your plan works, which 
i s h a l l not repeat again here , we s h a l l win e a s i l y . Then tno way 
w i l l bo opened t c deal with the Communists and the refugees who 
are a great danger for our good r e l a t i o n s with your wise Govern­
ment whioh i s showing so much kindness to u s . 

"I must now r e f e r to something whioh worried Tour fUocllenoy 
l a s t t ime. Tou 3aid you did not l i k e the support which the 
Gatholio Churoh i s giving me, because you sa id i t i s s t rongly 
opposing the good education pol icy of your Government for tho 
Bantu people* You even to ld mc- t.'iat i~, had worked wonders in the 
Transkei because i t i s supported by great Bantu educat ionis t s l i k e 
Mr. Qingo who i s an Inspector and Professor Khoaro. I repeat t ha t 
you Bust not fear anything from me. I became a Catholic booause 
of circumstances whicn I explained t o you, but a t hea r t T am s t i l l 
a P r o t e s t a n t , and I cannot l e t you down* Vaen I control the Govern­
ment a f t e r the e l ec t i ons , we s h a l l find a good way of deal ing with 
t h i s Roman Catholic danger whioh we uisoussod a t length with you. 
I a l so told you what i s i t s i n t en t ion in Basutoland. Bat a t present 
i t i s wise to use them t o get tue ovorshelming support of tho 
Catholics in th i3 country. 

"As we. are s t i l l f a r behind i n our e l ec t ioneer ing , I sha l l be 
thankful indeed i f Tour Excellency oan see tha t a t l e a s t a large 
p a r t of the R15,000 you promised for your Government oan be sen t 
a t onoe. Rothe and those l e a f l e t s have helped us very muoh indeed, 
and l i k e ad wise farmer we must plough while the so i l i s s t i l l moist . 

"Mr. iloshesh, who introduced me to you, i s s t i l l i great 
supporter of mine, what makes things d i f f i c u l t fo r him i s tha t he 
i s a c i v i l se rvan t , but t ha t does not make aim l e s s useful to me. 

"I wi l l wait for Tour Excellenoy's immediate r e p l y , t e l l i n g me 
when the money i s coding, and giving me the guarantee so t ha t ay 
supporters oan »*e i t in wri t ing and woxk hard. They are determined. 

"Thanking you fo r the pub l i c i t y whioh your newspapers and yo«~ 
radio give me, 

I remain," e t c . 
a. 

• 

Ine l e t t e r speaks for i t s e l f . I t t e s t i f i e s to the desperate need ox* 
the Verwoerd regime for drawing the Proteotoratoe within t h e i r p o l i ' ;.oal 
and economic ambit. 

Sue question i s . "float i s the ooaning of tnc Bantuslan policy? What 
i s , i t s purpose?" Many people have up to now regarded i t as an attempt on 
Vorwoerd's par t to oounter the or i t io i sm of the United h'atione. I t i s t r u s 
t ha t Verwoerd himself has l en t credence to t h i s view by h i s of t - repeated 
claim tha t he i s giving independence to the oppressed people cf South Afrioa. 
Tbat t h i s i s a l i e i e revealed by the most cursory examination ->f the law 
tha t creates the Bantustans. Pour-f i f ths of the population i s by a s t roke 
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of the pen robbed of i~s c i t i zensh ip* of i t s r i g h t t o belong to the 
country of i t s b i r t h and r . l ega ted to bare, eroded and pover ty-s t r icken 
enolaves which cons t i tu te l e s s than 13$ of the t e r r i t o r y of South 
Africa. These Bantustans are not and cannot be v iab le , i s i t i s today, 
only a t h i r d of the African population l i v e s in these areas and a re 
today i n the throes of d i r e s t a r v a t i o n . I t i s est imated t h a t the income 
from the land pe r family i s £21 per year . I t i s obvious, therefore * 
t h a t lid "Government, with a i l the wi l l in the world, oan push the 
romain:ng two-thirds of tha population back t o t h i s land of death ca l led 
"Native Reserves" or Bantuatans. 

±r. addi t ion to t h i s , the South African Government does not g ive , 
nor does i t intend to g ive , p o l i t i c a l independence to these Bautuetans. 
I t reserves unto i t s e l f powers to l e g i s l a t e on a l l important n a t t e r s . 
All t h i s gives the l i e to the idea t ha t Terwoerd i s i n s t i t u t i n g a system 
Of self-Government fo r the African people . 

The Bantustan policy becomes log ioa l and makes sense only when i t i s 
seen aa a continuation of South African t r a d i t i o n a l pol icy of a l l Vhite 
Governments, whioh has led to the c rea t ion of "Native Reserves" as 
sources of cheap labour . verwoerd came in to power a t a time when there 
was an acute shortage of labour owing t o the d lecevui j .2 new and f a r 
r i che r gold minds in the Grange Free S ta te during the l a s t war, and, the 
phenomenal growth of eeoor.iary indust ry a f t e r the war. One of the f i r s t 
things t ha t the Verwceri regime did on coming to power, was to send i t s 
emissar ies of experts t o the Portuguese t e r r i t o r i e s to l ea rn how tha t 
country handled i t s problems of labour supply. I do not need to r e t e l l 
t o t h i s Committee the horrors of the Portuguese system i n t h i s regard* 
These were to ld in the Report of a Commission of Inves t iga t ion t ha t wai 
appointed by Salazar as a r e su l t of a world-wide outcry aga ins t the 
a t r o c i t i e s i n f l i c t e d on the African people in the so -ca l l ed Portuguese 
t e r r i t o r i e s * I merely want to r eca l l those p r inc ip les t ha t Verwoerd 
adopted from the Portuguese. His experts found tha t under Portuguese ru le 
modern law was not applicable to the African population. The Chiefs had 
unlimited powers over t h e i r sub jec t s . They oould order about* a r r e s t , 
punish-or dispose of any individual a t w i l l . The ohiefs themselves were 
minions who held t h e i r pos i t ions a t the w i l l of the Portuguese a u t h o r i t i e s . 
By these means, the Portuguese with the a id of the oh ie f s , oould keep the 
people i n subject ion Through untold t e r r o r and thus reduoe a whole 
population to the s t a t u s of beasts of burden. When the la rge p lan ta t ion 
owners and the i n d u s t r i a l i s t s needed labour they simply sen t xheir quotas 
t o the Native Commissioner, who|in tu rn demanded the suppl ies from each 
chief. The methods used by the ohiefs t o obtain the labour and the 
b e s t i a l treatment of the labour gangs are to ld i n a l l t h e i r horror in the 
Commissioner's Report . 

Verwoerd then s e t about e s t ao l i sh ing a l l over the country what ho 
ca l led "Bantu Author i t i es" , whioh are the basis of the Bantustans. Under 
these he conferred unlimited powers on h i s appointed ch ie f s . The so -
called Bantustan Parilamer c i t s e l f i s dominated by these chiefs who hold 
t h e i r pos i t ion a t the whiz;1 of the Unite a u t h o r i t i e s . In a l l the rese rves , 
the Habeas Corpus ruJ- he- been withdrawn and t r i b a l law i n s t a l l e d , in . 
order t o give the cbJ.ofs complete and a r b i t r a r y power over the populat ion. 
The idea i s tha t the ohiefs should be able t o car ry out t h e i r funct ion, 
namely to order the people to do the bidding of t h e i r Vhite masters . I b i s 
i s the meaning of the Ban m a tan po l icy . 

Desperate eituatxona require desperate methods. The acute shor tage 
of labour , p a r t i c u l a r l y m-.ie labour , has been fur ther i n t e n s i f i e d by 
the events happening outside South Afrida. For many years , Portugal has 
had a standing agreement whereby she suppl ies South Africa with contract 
labour to the tune of 100,000 able-bodied men a year . I n i s f igure i s 
often exceeded by 50,000. Tnis i s a business proposi t ion for whioh 
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Portugal receives so muoh a man. In add i t ion . South Africa h&3 always 
depended for i t s supply of labour on the surrounding t e n i fcorioa -
Rhodesia, Nyasaland and the P ro t ec to ra t e s . In 1962, fo r ins tance , 
Basutoland supplied 150,000 labourers ; Swaziland 8,500; and Beohuana-
land genera l ly supplies between 15»000 and 30,000 a year . T rad i t iona l ly , 
many workers case as f a r a f i e l d as what were then Tanganyika and Northern 
Rhodesia. The r e su l t was t ha t 60-̂  of the labour in the geld mines whioh 
i3 the mainstay in the South African ooonomy, oame from countr ies outside 
South Afrioa. 

Now with the r evo l t of the people of Mozambique and ^ngola, and with 
the threatened boycott by the l i be ra t ed African Spates , the labour 
problem has become most despera te . I f we take in to considerat ion t ha t 
the mines and agr icu l tu re alone earn the foreign exchange currenoy whioh 
i s needed by Indus t ry , i t becomes obvious tha t the c r i pp l i ng of the mines 
due t o the witholding of foreign labour would produce d isas t rous r e s u l t s 
to the whole economy of the country. Verwoerd i s conscious of the fao t 
t ha t in t h i s respect the handle of the k r i f e i s in the hands of the 
countr ies t ha t a re h o s t i l e t o , and indeed avowed en?mies of, h i s regime. 
African Sta tes can paralyse the economy of South Africa by extending the 
boycott of South African goods to include the withholding of labour from 
t h e i r c o u n t r i e s . In self-defence Verwoerd i s forced to evolve a 
machinery for squeezing labour from the Black population in h i s own 
country. The ru th lessness of the methods employed reveal the measure of 
h i s despera t ion . I f people throughout the world a re appal led a t the 
inhumanity of the Apartheid Policy with a l l i t s ramif ica t ions , they f a i l 
to sea the underlying causes. In t e rna t iona l Finance Capital .6 fu l ly 
cognisant of the reasons for i t . That i s w^y investor countr ies are 
always evasive on t h i s question and approach i t with dup l i c i t y and p r e ­
va r i ca t i on . To put i t p l a i n l y , Verwoerd's problem i s in fac t t h e i r 
problem. English and American finance cap i t a l owns p r a c t i c a l l y a l l the 
mining and i n d u s t r i a l concerns in South Afrioa. I t i s tho same people 
who own the Pro tec tora tes and control the po l i c i e s t he r e . 

I sa id e a r l i e r t ha t i t i s impossible to discuss the problems of the 
people of the Pro tec tora tes without e luc ida t ing the polioy of the South 
African Government. The l e t t e r quoted above reveals the cynicism of the 
South African Government in regard to the projected Independence of the 
P ro t ec to ra t e s . I t a l so puts in question the bona f ides of the Br i t i sh 
Government in t h e i r deolared aims, e spec ia l ly as they have known for many 
/ears the eagerness of South Africa to swallow up the P ro t ec to ra t e s . 
The g rant ing of self-Oovernment without a t the same time taking s teps t o 
ensure eoonomio independence of the Pro tec tora tes i s tantamount to leav ing 
them a t the mercies of the Verwoerdian regime, tfo want to make i t 
abundantly c l e a r here t ha t we support the grant ing of independence t o the 
P r o t e c t o r a t e s , but we demand tha t th i s independence be made rea l by 
ensuring tha t they are given the eoonomio means to defend themselves 
agains t the predatory aims of the South African Government. Without t h i s 
eoonomio independence, the Protec tora tes are drawn in to the vortex of the 
Verwoerdian Bantustans. Both Basutoland and Swaziland a r j i s lands within 
the t e r r i t o r y of South Afrioa. To go anywhere, the inhabi tan ts have t o 
cross the t e r r i t o r y of South Afrioa or Por tuga l . Even now, the South 
African Government often refuses to grant permission t o the leaders of 
these countr ies to pass through i t s t e r r i t o r y . I t i s not d i f f i c u l t to 
imagine what other means she can use to brir. - these countr ies to t h e i r 
knees. 

I t i s s ign i f i can t t ha t the Tory Government imposed a Const i tut ion on 
Swaziland whioh makes i t poss ib le for White Souta afr ican c i t i zens 
res ident in t ha t country to become members of the Logi3lat ive Counoll. 
Seventy percent of the White population a re Afrikaners and are members of 
Verwoerd's Na t iona l i s t Pa r ty . Tnese people are now able t o mount the 
rostrum of the Council and not only propagate the pol icy of Apartheid, but 
make laws to implement i t . As South Africans .-l^d^-ed to tho pol icy of 
Bantustans, they consider i t t h e i r duty to work for the enactment of such 
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lavs at; would synch ro.-.izo with the South Afrioan pol icy of Apartheid. 
And indoed, they a r v a t t h i s very moment a g i t a t i n g for the expulsion 
of a l l the Freedom Fighters who have taken refuge in Basutoland, on 
the ground tha t these people axe foreigners and do not be l ;ng t o any 
of the t r i b e s in the country* In add i t ion , as South Afrioan p a t r i o t s , 
they are v io l en t ly opposed t o the grant ing of asylum to the opponents 
of the South African regime and those of t h e i r a l l y , Por tugal , 

I do not know i f i t i s within the competence of th i s Committee t o 
examine the pos i t ion of the refugees in the P r o t e c t o r a t e s . I t o a n ' t 
be. emphasised enough tha t the p l igh t of the refugees i s a ser ious one* 
I t i s not only t ha t they find themselves r i g h t l e s s , homeless and without 
the means of support , but tha t they l i v e in da i ly f ea r of the South 
African and Portuguese pol ice who seem t o roam the s t r e e t s in the 
P ro t ec to ra t e s . The excuse they general ly give when confronted i s t ha t 
they are looking for c r imina l s . Our fears a re fur ther emphasised by the 
developments tha t arc in i i no with the sentiments expressed in the l e t t e r 
re fe r red to above. I t i s evident from the l e t t e r t ha t t h i s mat ter of 
expel l ing the refugees was one of the subjects discussed between the 
writer and the representa t ive of the South African Government. As these 
countr ies beootie more and more drawn i n t o the South Afrioan orb i t and 
become completely subservient, t o South Africa, the fa te of tne refugees 
w i l l indeed become extremely pe r i lous* Ve a r e aware t h a t under the 
in t e rna t iona l agreements covsring the refugees there a re cer ta in 
conventions which bind thoptwers oonoerned. But our experience i s t ha t 
some countr ies f a l l f a r shor t of the minimum standards required. 

In conclusion, I would l i k e to s t a t e t ha t you wi l l have n o t i ^ d t ha t 
I have not dea l t in ae ta ix with any p a r t i collar country. Ifeis Was d e l i b e r ­
a t e , for I consider tha t suoh information i s a l ready in possession of the 
Committee and tha t in any evont i t can bes t be obtained from the 
inhabi tan ts or the represen ta t ives of these count r ies . What I s e t out t o 
do was to emphasise the interconnection between the problems of the 
P ro t ec to r a t e s , South West Africa and South Africa* Our view i s t ha t t h i s 
Committee, l imi ted as i t i s to deal ing only with individual oolonies , i a 
precluded from viewing the problems of eaoh country in i t s proper 
perspective* I t i s not poss ib le f u l l y t o comprehend the problems of 
s a t e l l i t e countr ies without r e l a t i n g these t o the main country to whiah 
they are subordinated. 

The main source of the d i f f i c u l t i e s of the pro tec tora tes and South 
Vest Africa i s South Africa i t s e l f . As a mat ter of faot we be l i eve , even 
the problems of South Africa can ' t be divorced from those of Central and 
Vest Africa. There i s a dynamic connecting l i nk between a l l the 
countr ies and t h i s l i nk i s es tab l i shed by economic investments whioh oome 
from the same sources* For th is reason, i t i s impossible to discuss the 
problems of eaoh country in i so la t ion* Investors by v i r t u e of t h e i r 
investments evolve a un i f i ed pol icy t o safeguard t h e i r i n t e r e s t s* I t 
follows from t h i s t ha t any attempt a t p o l i t i c a l so lu t ions must f a i l i f i t 
does not take in to account a l l the eoonooio ramificat ions and spec ia l 
i n t e r e s t s tha t are to a l a rge extent responsible fo r the problems. 



Soliverad extempore 

I would like nov to answer some of the questions that were put by 
members of this committee to petitioners who gave evidenoe earlier. 

Carman Experts Train S.A. Forces. 

Major^Oeneral Priedrioh Wilhelm von Mellenthin, an internationally' 
known military theoretician (his hook 'Panser Battles', a manual for 
experts), was a member of Hitler's General Staff. In 19^0 Mellenthin 
was sent to South Africa on a special mission. He founded 'Trek 
Airways' to serve as a cover for himself and many other Garaan officers. 
'.'.J tor 1945* over two thousand Wehrmaoht offioers and S.3. offioere had 
sought asylum in South Africa. Many of these served as military 
instructors in the S.A. army.) At first Mellenthin founded a South 
African-German Plying Club, of which he was Honorary Praeidont. This 
was training-ground as well as a reoruiting centre for German and South 
African Fascists. 

As early as 1959-60, leading military figures in HATO, aoting in 
collaboration with South African military circles, demanded a close 
link between NATO and South Afrioa. More than this, they demanded the 
formation of a SATO (South Atiantio Treaty Organisation), consisting 
of the Portuguese territories of Mozambique and Angola, Rhodesia and 
the Union of South Africa. This SATO was to be oloeely oonneoted with 
HATO. 

Mellenthin advocated the establishment of this 'South Atiantio 
Treaty Organization; and spelled out his reasons in 'Afrika Post', an 
organ of German settlers in South Afrioa, whose editor was formerly a 
Nasi journalist in Coebbels' Propaganda Ministry. The reasons 
Mellenthin gave werot-

a The unreliability of the newly-formed Independent African States> 
b the SATO area ie geographioally a favourable defense unit} 
o there was a need for a*unified leadership provided by a Commander* 

in Chief. "There must be a united leadership provided by a commander-
in-chief with a mixed staff, similar to NATO. In addition it must 
dispose over already existing mobilised mechanised units consisting of 
a few brigades; a professional army consisting only of cadres, whioh 
only mobilises its foroes in an emergenoy, comes too lato. These units 
must be fully trained and very flexible in close cooperation with 
available air transport. (These are the present-day Afrikaner Commandos) 
"The formation of new independent states in Afrioa has ohanged the 
military situation not only for the South African area, but for the 
whole world. The West must realise that the military vacuum whioh has 
now bean oreated, particularly in Central Afrioa, and the factor of 
uncertainty presented by the new native states, means that the South 
African states and territories are the only reliable allies upon whoa 
the West can reckon in a crisis." Mellenthin concluded his military 
and political survey with the demand that South Afrioa should be given 
"full moral and material support .... as long as there is still peace". 

The basis for all this activity is provided in the Secret Agree­
ment of July 1961 between West Germany and South Africa. 

In 196l> Meller.thir. sold his luorative 'Trek Airways' and returned 
to Germany- But in Hove r.ber 1961 he returned to South Afrioa as 
"General Direotor of Lufthansa for the African Continent". Lufthansa 
is jointly controlled by the Federal Government and the 'Deutsche Bank', 
the biggest bank in Germany. 
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The "per-mnenx ntrifcing power" advocated by Mellenthin is as muoh 
directed against The liberation movements as against the independent 
African states ... These 30-oalled White Mercenaries fighting in the 
Congo ere by no mci n the adventurers they make themselves out to he. 
They are professional military officers seconded by the South African 
Government. They are seit there both to learn about guerrilla methods, 
and to :'ight in the defease of South Africa with its baaakap. The 
militarists regard the Cngo as the first line of defense for South 
Africa against the liberation struggle throughout Afrioa. 

Ve in South Afrioa fee all these activities as the first steps 
towards a third wor'd war. The inter-connections of interests whioh 
tie together European, African and British finance capital with the 
raoist regit tee in Africa make it impossible to localise the present wars 
of iv.cists on the inhabitants of African countries. 

There is no point in prevarication. If we want to deal seriously 
with the problem of liberation, wfcioh is inseparably bound up with the 
problem of jeaoe and war we cdSt make straight for the powder-keg, 
namely 5outh Afrioa. Ui.'ess and until South Afrioa is rid of the 
cancerous political regine which consumes the body of the African 
population there will always be the great threat of a world war. 

The 1936 Spanish war was a dress-rehearsal for the 1939-45 ***• 
At that time Hitler's Germany tested her weapons of war* Today the 
major countries are testing their weapons in various theatres all over 
the world, mainly in Asia and Afrioa. It is our belief that the present 
war in /ietnan is a prelude to a wider war against Afrioa. Vietnam 
is a laboratory used by American militarists to test not only their 
weapons but their various theories on the best methods of dealing with 
guerrilla fighters in every part of the world where there are still 
oppressed people. More than this, American imperialism is using 
Vietnam in the nature of 'kite-flying' to test world reaction. Vill 
the world accept America's olaim to have the moral right to intervene 
in the internal affairs of other countries throughout the world? 
What weald be world reaction to America's use of poison gases, napalm 
eto? These are answers America must have before she turns her attention 
seriously to crushing all liberation movements in Afrioa, and re-
subjugating the whole 00atine.1t. 

It is in this context that the activities of the Hitlerite military 
experts in South Africa -mat *A viewed. 
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