THE _INTERNATIONAL SITUATION.

Ever since *peace” was declared at the end of the Second Worla War thers have
been disturbance and convulsions all over the world., Governments have been
overthrown and systems of Govermment radically changed, In some places foreign
powers have been driven out of countries they have ruled for centuries, and
peo-le have been Jjerked out of their age-long habita of living and of thinkiug.
A great writer and philosopher, characterising this period, has said that
mankind is living through an epoch of wars and revolutions.

Let us examine this statement, In ordsr to understand its full mesning
we must go back and briefly trace the development of socoiety over the last few
centuries. ¥his time we are not going to load conference with a lot of dstails
of facts. ZEvery dav the press carries a report of events from many parts of the
world, including our neighbouring states in Africa. We shall, as far as possibls,
take the facts a= given. Hers we are more partioularly concerned with drawing
in broad outline a piecture of man and his society, with this end in view -
to give contemporarv events a perspective and a meanigg, which, in the general
confusion, tend to elude us. Rscent happenings can thus be seen not as
haphagard accidents but-as flowing from inheresant confliots and contradictions
in the social, economic and political forces at work in the world to-dav,

Feudalism, which for centuriss waa the prevailiag system in many parts of
the world, was vanquished piecemeal by capitalism., Now it was never the intention
of the rising class in Europs, the early bourgsoisie, to remould the world
according to its imsge. Yet it was to be the inevitable r8le of capitalism
to subject all human transactions, ell relationships between man and man and
between men and things to the ruthless domination of its sconomic laws.
Once started, canitalism had to spread like a nemesis over the face of the sarth.
Its method was revolutionary. A long train of bloodvy wars carriesd capitalism
throughout the world. Under the ceaselesa drive of the profit-motive, its vast
expansion involved thes breaking up of feudal powers and principalities, the
smarhing of tribal groups, relationships and modes of life, and the re-organisation
of internal econ mies into single sconomic units, i.s. units cf nation-states.

In its expension $o0 thc far-flung corners of the sarth, capitalism, in its
stage of imperislism, used war es its mayfin instrument of policy. Imperialist wars
of conquest were its method of imposing its laws on all msnkind. In the race
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smongat the Western Buropsan powers for ocolonial possesairms and marksts, Britain
finally tocok the lead, Hsre the lndustrial rewvolution had first taken place.
#ith the introduction of machinery and the snormoua spssd-up in production,
tha i.ta‘-linlnmt of factories and huge oltisa of woarkers in the carly 19th
oentury, caplitallien mads a leap forward, ?hu soramble for marketz assumsd greater
intenaity and befors long the gloks was oarved up amougsthm ths leading
Europsan powars into oclonlel posasamiona and spherea of influsnce., The letisr
part of the 19th century, with the rape of the continent of Africa, amw the
oanpletion of this mrmw process, '?hn tantagies of Imperialiss had raached out
svarywhers to the furthaat cornars of ths sarth.

German imperialism, ooming lats into the raoce, could find no fresh arsas
for esxpansicn and sxploitation, It ocould dewslop only at ths sxpenes of the
other imperirlist powsrs. Prom this stage cowards, sny sttempt at redivision
involved a glowal conflict, Fhe first World War,1914-1918, demonstrated this,

But in the wvery upheawval of the Plrat World War a new factar smerged,
With the OGotober Revolution, 1917, in ﬂuanin, cna sigth of the world Broke away
from capltelisz. #ocislism sntered the scene mnd set in motion new forcss that
ware to hring about the transformati-m of the existing order, It was s now avestem
with o new woonosy and a diffsrent acoial organjeaticon. It could live,grow and
expand to ita fullest extent only at the expenae of capltal igm,

In the period batwssn the two World Wars,howover, the socislist sixth
of the world wee still sc wesk that the rival imperialists atill doninated the
atage, and the conflict wetwsen them sxploded in the sscond Warld War.
In the ists twentiss and early thirties Germany narrowly sscapsd & soclalist
revolution, With ths financial assigtance of British imperialimsm, itz ruling class
Wuilt up a solossal mi]lltary mechins, which wes despigned toc smanh the Thion of
govist Bocislist Republios {71 5,5,R, ) And divide up that vast lend inte golonies
and spheress of influmnoe under the I'-n‘l;iﬂurapun powara, But the thiewves fell out
and the plan miscarried, l11.1;1:::-1, carrisd away By the mvth of the invinolbility
of the Garman aliitary machine, thought that he wmuld afford first to settle cld
scores with British Imperialism, oefors his ssven~-lesgue »oota should ocsrry him
triuzphantly into lMga » This mimoaloulation, togsther with other misullculntiunn_,r
i ou the part niXBr taln and jmerica in thes war, ocost imperialism momt demarly.
It did ifrreparable demage to the foross of world cepitalism,

By the end of the ascond World War thers was a dreatio shif't in the
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3
relationship of foroes, not only as between capitalism and socialisn,( in the
common jargon of the day called *West” and “East”) but also within the camp of
imperialists. Britain and France, once the unchallengsd lords of the colonial
world, wers reduced to second and third rate powers. #merica saw itself stepping
into the shoes of its impoverished Europsan allies. Its enormous wealth and
industrisl resources thrust the leadership of the West on the shoulders of xkim the
young,blustering giant, *lllr:l.ﬂln imperialism. But this inheritor of the mantle
of leadership was to discover that the historic times were too out of joint
for it to enjoy itas prize as its predecessors had dons.

With the convulsions of the second World War capitalism had been shaken to
its foundationa. The countries of Eastern Europe had baen loat to capitalism,
and 1948 saw the triumph of the socialist rewolution in China. The People's
Republic of Uhina, with its 500 million people, took its stand on the side of
the Soviet Union. #his last event produced far-reaching repercussions on
subsequent events in Asia and beyond it.

Weatern diplomacy was now faced with an sntirely new situation. o longer
was the fate of the smaller countries throughout the world dependent on the
decisions taken in the seats of the mighty, in London, Paris,and even Washington.
Indesd, that impsrialism that had been wont to browbeat and lord it over the
lesser breeds of the sarth found itself ocoupying a very differsat position.
Gone wers the days when the pukka-sahibs could depose rulers and impose puppet
governments on unwilling peoples. The emergence of the Soviet Union as a first
rate power conteading for world leadership, the compestition between the socialist
and imperialist systems in the effort to draw within their respective orbits
the smaller and backward countries - these factors have carsated ooportunities for
colonial and semli-colonial countries to break the shackles that had bound them im
8o long to imperialism. It was in this setting that the spirit of liberation
gripped Asia and spread to the Middle East and Africa. In one country after another
in the Far East the oppressed peoples rose in revolt against foreign domination.

Now the imperialists could no longer afford a global war, Por in the given
situation such a war would inevitably turn into a struggle to the d=ath between
the two systems. Ihe major issues were no longer betwsen the imperialists -
though their rivalries will continue to opsrate as long as thay last out -

It was a question of the very survival of capitalism itself. Faced with this
impasae, imperialism was forced to fall back on a series of IomxYxwaws localised
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wars as an instrument of policy., To tuis period belon: the wars in Rorea,
Indonesia, Burma, Indo-¥hina. The sum total of these atruggles was a heavy loss
not only of colonial possessions but of the prestige of world imperialism,

Yot imperialism could not do otherwise. It had become evident that the Soviet
Union was superior to the Weat in conventional armaments and was u-tﬂhini up on
the atomic weapons, to this period Belonged what has been called the policy of
brinikmanship, i.e. a policv of bluff, seeking Butch courage in the thunderous
thresat of war,but taking care to withdraw on the very bWrink of explosion.

This period came to & close with the debficle of Suez in the Middle East, where
Britain suffered an ignominious set-back, and with the equally resounding failure
of American imperialism to re-establish a foothold in Hungary. Its attempt thers
to singe the Sovist Union's bsard didn't coms off.

By this time even America, which had long deluded itself on this score,
had to admit that the Sovist Union had not only caught up with the West in nuclear
weapons but had lesapt far ahsad. Sputnik 1, the first man-made satellite to
bleep-bleep its way across the kaxk heavens in full view of the world, was an
ominous porteat of the shape of things to come, And then, whan the Foviet Union
mmmmmmm surpsssing sven this
miamntﬁ’"n?'i"upmuj %o scan the unknown face of the mooh - ‘& feat
acclaimsd by a2ll scientists - then the military pundits of Imperialism wers
plunged in gloom., They realised the inescapable logic of this achievement.
Compared with this, the sending of a guided lﬂﬂ! to any chosen part of the gloke
would be child's pley. This feat M the tl-m ed imperialist practice
of using war as an instrument of policv. It reduced the brinimanship game to a
farce, Thus ended another chapter in the desperate tactics of Imperialism’

Imperialism was now faced with the® necessity of yet another shift in
policy. It had lost the initiative. It was a far ory from ths time when
imperislism bestrode the world like a Colossus, subjsoting ét!tﬂpintgl global plans,
*ﬂ-ﬂlﬂ‘ it is compelled to live a hand-to-mouth existsace as far as the conduot
uf' world affairs is concerned., It has had to fall back on what it calls ths cold
war on the sconomic front. Here, too, however, the prospect for imperialism is
a bleak one, Its sphere of operation is steadily shrinking. 1t is not only in
the Far East that it has lost control of the markets. In other parts of the world
it is being faced with irreaistible competition. In this regard it is interesting
to hear ﬁnlriﬂn'u economic sxperts sounding the alarm, They express grave conocera,
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for instance, over what 18 na.pening aé—sheir own-doorstep, as it wers, in the
Latin American countries, which have long provided a happy hunting ground of
sxploitation. The United States Senate Foreigh Relations Comittes KEBRls as
follows: * The overwhelming problem thers to-day and for the foresseable future
is the social revolution, the revolution of rising popular
expeotation. The problems are tremendous. Over half the people
are undernourished = nsarly half are illiterate. The overwhelming
ma jority are propertyless, for both¢ land and natural = resourcss
are concentrated in the hands of the few. More than half the working
pupuhtiuﬂin: and iﬂﬁ: under semi-feudal oconditions which retard
health, welfare and education.”

These grievances, they fear, will drive the psople of Latin Emerica into the arms
of the Soviet Union, and they view with alarm the recent trade agreements betwesn
it and Brazil, Chile and Colombis. “Rppzil has just sent a trads mission to
Russia, Ehile has just held discussions with the Russians on the installation

of new industries. Colombia recently signed a trade agreement under which Russia
pledged to buy a large amount of coffes.... .Kussia is expescted to back its new
drive by promising deliveries on oredi: f mass-produced surplus squipment,

even whole factories.” (Cape Times: 28t. Nov. 1959.)

This pattern is being repeated in many countries, The fact is, imperialism
iz at a disadvantage. For one thing, the various imperialist powers are cutting
one another's throats in sconomic competition améongst themselves; and for another,
the anarchy inherent in their system of production aggravates the present crisis.
The unified sconomy of & socialist country, on the other hand, places it in a mmmt
position whers it can plan sm developmeant on a vast scale and control productionm,
direoting commodities in required quantities to intermal as well as external
marksts. It is a planned sconomy where all industry is treated as one wig trust,
and it can centralige production, treating it as a single unit for the whole country.
Pherefin 1ies ita masic superiority,

As esarly as 1955 an English sconomist, Mr. Peter Wiles, in a B.B.C.
nation-wide Broadcast, stated; “Parhaps the most important faot in all modern
economics is that the rate of growth of productivity is higher in the Boviet Union
than in any important free country at the period of its meximum developnent,
let alons now.” He goes on to show that the best performance of any non-Uommunist
country over a long period is 3 per cent per annum. “The Soviet economy,” he said,
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fgrew by about flve and & half per cent per annum wefore the war and Wy sabout
seven and a half par osnt since 1948.....For mining and menufacturs alons, the
flgura for the U,2.8,.R, was 12 per osnt,” Ou this he makes the following oommsnt:
iz yrtunayeacchecpauttion  “We mes that the overwhelimdng supsrlorlty in
dndustry alons lsads tc » graat oversll aupsriority in ths whole naticoml 12:32:.'

This, thon, was the posltion Befors 1955, but we know that since thnanhl
fntroduction of automation in the various fields of industrv in the Soviet Union
the rate of dsvelopment kxt has trsmendously ingreassd, Svery day recently me
we read reparis in the presas that confirm thia faot. Az an exampls we gquote the

Tollowing: 4, delegation repreasnting two committoes of the United States Ssuate,

which recently returned fros s month-long, 12,000 miles taip in the
Boviet Inlon, has impresalva svidenca that the Euﬁnt nion hans
also overtaksn ths United Btates in the building of hydro-slectric
power dams, In fact, the power programue, though leas dramstic, may
ultimately prove to s of greatar significance than missile and space g
sxplorationy for elsctric powsr foras the besis of the industria)
might of & modern nation,” {Cape Argus, Dac, 2. 1959.)
Note that the sclentiasts themsslvos strasss the bealic factors that lead to
suparicrity in productivity. *hny go on to report that the Hunsiana alresady have
in operation the world's largest dun, with a capecity of 2,300,000 kilowatts.
America's iargeat dam, Grend Coules, has a capaclty of 1,900,000 kllowatts,
The Russlians are finlshing another dam, Stalingrad, with & cepacity of 2,03C,00U
kilowatte, By 1961 they will have completed another with a capaclity of 4, KOO, (0D
kilowatts - more than twice that of the dmerican Grand Coules, Still anothsr dam
iw under construction in Eihurin wlll have a capacity of akout 5,000,000 kilowatts,
which, they aay, *is almost twice the power capaciiy of all 31 dams in the
Tennessse Valley,(U,8.A.)" “The Russlans have developed new techniquss which they
p LAE webaw?” &
contend will reveluticuies the srt of wailding dems. -%gny-iqhnn'{;‘uay that
“power is baing transmitted conadderzhly longer dlstancea in ths Joviet Union
than ia the United Siates.....Already the Rusmisng ere transmltting power for mors
than 600 milea; imerica's longest transmission linsa ars about 300 milam.....
The higheat{ woltags now in use in th# Unitesd States is J45,0C0 wolte; ths Russians
ara tranamitting power at 400,006 volts, and within the next fsw months will atep
this up to 500,000 volhs.®
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The Western Europsen powers had gained thair sascendanoy over the world,
thankas to the might of their industrial machine and their supsriority in technology.
.- But to-dav, as the English end ﬁm.riﬂln aclentlata themselves tell um, the
leadership in thess fields is Faat ahifting to the Soviet Union. This fact has
profoundly affectsd the global :umuuiu conteat, The mors backward oountries
no longsr look towards Wemtern Burope for guidanos and esaistance as a matter of
oourss. The wsccialist nntmtria; wt are offering them not only advice but experts
and squipment for setting up whols new indumtriss as well ap favourable crodits
on &2 long term basis, Thls has romulted in a desperats sconomic retreat for
imperisliom, and a drastle parrowiog down of markets. In one country after snather
the Western powera ses themaelves woreted in this inexorable soonamic struggle.
o Fig b
Confronted with thia iﬁ'&.’ they are foousaing their attention on the continent of
Africa. With an almost frantic hopa they regard 1t as the pearl =g of grest price
whiech thu; muat proasrvy at all cosmts, But 2ven here they shor aigne of
apprehsnsion, Reoently, &t a mesting of the Western “uropsen lUnlon, Eonsieur Paul-
Henrl Spaak, d:scribed ss “an alder Europsan atatmsman who speaks with unsurpassed
suthority on such matters,” stated the case with srutal frankness:
“The problems of to-morrow,” he said, “ars centred in Africe. But thers
is more than that Behind them. The great disputs watwsen Bommmnisn and
she free wcrld, which divides menkind to-day, is no longer a matter of
o0ld war and militery proeparednsss. That phase ia past; it was only
the first round, snd Russia hes won 14 The second phase consimts of
socncaic and trade competition, leading to Russlan penetration in Africa
and Aslx, Bigme of this are obvlous smough, from the Aswan dam to the
trads agreement with the Republic of Guinesa.” {Cape srgus, Dgo. 2. 1959.)
After urging the Ff::t:rn pawars to co-ordinates their sconomic pcliciea in Afrioa,
he said:; “Ome u.u%rn of thim struggle is in Af'ricsa. What the Communint side
offers tc Africa is reclal eguality and complets modernization and rapld progroess,”
The ocntinent of Africs, whioch for centuriss has wesn grosning under tha
lron hoel of ths respective imperlal mapsters, suddenly finds itsslf the object of
eager solioitations By imporielism on ths ona hand and tha Boviet Unlon on the other,
These vie with each other in wooing the African states, offering sconomle ald
and trade agresmenta, For exampls, there was the building and financing of the
Aswan dsm in Kgypt, the biggest in Afrioca, Hoth “msrica and England had jiwked
at the colossal expenme involved and Hussie stepped in with generous financial aid
and offered tacnbiciane who smplioyed anew technique= that havs revolutionized the
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bullding of dama, Ewvery other day we hear of the visitatlona of trede
reprogentatives of both East and West to the varicus states in &frica, offering
them economic ald, imkmis technice] aid, sducationel aid snd all sarts of alds,

The political) centres of gravity,then, has shiftesd to Africs and events
are baing played out under specific condltions in which izperisliaz has
aonpletely lost the inltiatlive,



The events which are taking place throughout Africa must be viewed
against the background we have given. The speed of the vast changes sweeping away
the dust and decay of outworn thinge, feudalism and trikalism, is in rhythm with
the fundamsntal changes taking place on the international field.

Events claiming our attention in order f importance ars De Gaulle's
new Bommunity plan for French ¥olonial possessions in Africe snd overseas.
The purpose and intention behind the Plan is to prevent another Indo-China débficle
in Africa, France does not want another war in #frica which may lose her her French
possessions, inoluding hguril. Un September 2.!...1(1959} a referendum took place
throughout her French possessions to decide whether they would (a) prefer to
integrate themselves into the Frenoh Community consisting of Prance, Sudan,
Algeria and four other French islands; )
(») accept autonomy within the French Community but agree to the Community's

Jurisdiction over .y poreign policy and defence;

(2) common economic and finanoial policy;

(3) supervision of justice and higher esducation;
or, (¢) prefer to reak with France and be entirely independent of the French
Eommunity.

Of all the territories in Africa, ffuinea alone by almost a unanimous decision
decided for independence. The Ivory Coast under Houphotfet Boigny has fully
embraced De Gaulls's concepty of integration, having one language (Prench),
one flag (tricolour of France), ons currency and one National Anthem ( the
Marsellaise) and one Community Senate in rhiuh;\&:mharn from thu Ivory Coast will
sit alongsids their French confrires in Paris.

The rest of the FPrench Colonial possessions, S-nugalj?nltn, Chad, ﬁizur,
Enngu and others have accepted the kmxpm half and half constitution, intermal control,
But control in external affairs, f&m and higher education vested in France.

The complets break away of Guinea under President Sekou Touré has had gresat
repsrcussions throughout Africa and in the world. Oolin Legum in “Africa Column)

g
Cape Tm'-“""ﬁ"‘miu'a most courted politician, Preaident Sskou Touré of

G-uiun, was Britain's guut last week after completing his
Unitnd Etntn tour, Thu size and number of diplomatic missions
in hhl.l Guinea dumnnutr-tn the importance attached by both
lantam and Bommunist bloos to this tiny West African
republioc/, ..



He continues:

“republic with fewer than thres million people,..... In ths rapidly
changing ®alance of foroes in Africa, Guinea is in some ways as
significant as Bhina in Asia. Sekou Tourd is the first Marxist
leader to win power in Africa. Mis Marxism is as distinotively
#African as Khrushchev's is Russian and Mao Tse-tung's is Chiness,
But like them he is engaged in wuilding what he calls the first

"People’s Dmmn."uy'in Afrios,..cees”

“Thers are L300 elected villages communities at the base of the

political structurs, Xt the apex is the politburo, indirectly
elected by party members every five years. Aotive #nnnultatian

known in these parte as p&ll?ﬂr' takes place constantly hutlaun
the villages and the politburo, *nur! calls it 'centralised desmocracy!

and also 'ths dictatorship of the people'.” The writer goes on to say:

“There is dynanism and enthusiesm unequalled in any other African
State. There is & remarkable sense of public morality,...

Ministers and party officials sre underpaid and work like Trojans.

Eﬁhura iz no ostentation, no large sxixswm chauffeur. driven cars for

'the boys'...The brigutest fsature of the régime is the tremsndous
enthusiasm, sapscially amongthe peasantry. Guineas's answer to her
financial diffioulties is to make peasants productive through wvoluntary
communal labour known as'investment!......e..

“Offers of help, technical and otherwise, have come in from the
Boviet Union, Poland , Czechoslovakia, East Germany end Chino,,.....
Two out of every three students are studying in Eommunist countries.”
“It would Be rash to ignore her explosive potentialities.

Touré sees Guinea as a stepping mimix stone towards the unification
of all the former French territories im “frica. Already his poliey
has compelled two of the ssven Africen members of the French
Community - Senegal and the Sudan which comprise the ﬂhli
Federation - to ﬁmnﬂ complete indepandence within an alliance

with France, Hut Touré sees they daigEfuption bf 'the) present £
fremework of the French Communit¥ WEpdcd as €18 first step

towards a United Statas of West Afedda. .

Ty e
Leopold Senghor, the poet statesman, apd Ksvew mmeru of the Jfali Federation,
Sensgal and 8uden, are already in violent dissgreemam® wasxh De Gaulle in regard to
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the manner in whioh the Frenoh Corunity wiil handle sxtsrnal mattera of foreign
polioy, dsfsnoe and finmn-‘: Dﬁ\tulla in wvagus ap to who will oconatitute this
supra-national suthoritv. Another wvital issue ie the quaption of maintaining
separate nationsl states, i.s, eaikanization. mli leadsrs are oppossd to
Belkanizaticn and aay that the Beat intsrests of Africa would ke served by
snoouraging federation which will provide sconomio and political cohesion againat
the foraes of triksliasm, If the sl Fedsratlon brealowith France on thess issues,
it would result in the resit of the other Natiocmal States, Niger, Chad, Unnin, ato,,
dresking away rether than sccept an * indspesndent m;nuu' ntats, Huuphclot iaim
will as confrontsd by & formidadie challsnge in which tie forosa of progreas will be
arrayed against him, In other worda, the struggle in Africa 1s only higinnh;jr
with ths paas waing wet By the most politloally advancad, vie, Guinea, which will
from now #e the point of departure.

Imperislism as & whols, whether Beltiah or French, would have Blaated
Guinsa to pleces thres years ago, Just as they had attempted to wring Egyvpt to her
knses whan ahs expropriated the Suez Canal in 1957, It appesare the two great
imperiaiisma, Brliain and France, hava understood that,rather than lose the whole
of Afrios, they must Jome to termd with natlionelism whose force is »ecoming
irresistikle,

The next izmportant event in the ocoming year ia the granting of independence
to Nigeria in Sepismber,1270, Alrsady an slsotion campaign Baped for the first
time on manhhod puf'frage ie in }ull swing, Folling day was the 10th Decosmber
(thias month) to decids which party mitk shall oontrol the Federal Asssmbly when
independancs im dsolered, The prémisr of ths MHoslsm North, ths Serdauns of Sokoto,
Sir Ahmudco Bsllc, representing tos Northern FPeople's Pariy, has 174 ssates and has
the support of the emirs(Moslem ohiefsn). 73 ssats are hold Wy the K.G.H.O.
(Nationsl Counoil of the Camsrcone) under Premier Dr. Azikiwe, while in ths East,
ths Action Group under Dr. Awolowo bolds 63 seats together with TN, territory
whinh'prnpusea tc secode froa Wigerla. The N.C.N.C. under Dr, Azil:-:%a im putting
up candidates in the East as well as in the West, whils- the Action Group under
&% Awolowo im putting up candidates in all thesa areas, The whols country has besn
couwnsellsd to sxerclse reatraint and to conduct the #leetions yithout animosity,

43 quoted in the Cape Times, Deo. 9., in foreign NewsReport:

“Zik's methods are quite Aiffsront. He hes ssCured n allience with o
Trojan horse in the ¥oxth in ths form of an ssogtis and radiocal-minded Muslim
lsadsr/...



“leader, Aminu Kano, whose florthern elements Progressive Union is leading
a revolt against the feudal rule of the Emirs., Thus Bello is left to
defend his citadel against an external and an internal attack on the
traditionalist emirate aysten,.....

It is impossible to predict what the outcome mf will we of this struggle
which is relessing powerful new foroes disrupting the old tribalist
societies in a way that 80 years of foreign rule has failed to do.
$he first full blast of demooracy in Nigeria is having the same impact
as a full scale revolution and it is surprising that there is not more
violence than has so far broken through the surface of the old order,”
Anthony Delius in “Africa Column,” of the Caps Times,November 30, has this to add:
“This year(1960) is going to Be one of the great dates in African history.
It will ®e so not only becauss four or five more countries will obtain
independence and the total of Africans under their own governments will
rise to about 140 million, But there are considerations beyond even that
The competition between Europe, “merica and Asia to offer aid and make
friends in Africa will rise to a crescendo,... The extraordinary feature
of African statesmanship has been the astuteness with which the various
new African leaders have played their cards, They have shown they can
make use of their opportunities like born diplomats,”

On the East coast of Africa,Kenya, Tanganyika, ¥f Uganda and Nyasaland, with the
rise of Nationalism and the inability of the imperial pn'urf to keep this mighty
foree in control, wvarious political changes fundamental in socope are planned for
1§8& 1960, Undédr the leadership of Julius Nyerers, the principle of majority rule
has been forced upon the British in Tanganyika,, In Uganda the Governor sought to
crush the Uganda Nationsl Movement, the U.A.T, and declared it to be a “disturbed
area; Restrictions upon leaders were imposed, political gatherings were Broken up
and there were threats of press censorship. ¥he U.A.T, has called for self-
government in 1960,

Inllpesalend Lodsy—iuprisonmeni—s—tho—passpeit—to—trrdiernhiem
Iﬂ.HjIllllnﬂ?Blnﬁl and over 6UU people are s8till in prison as a result of the
emergency declared in Msrch of this year, The charge against them of secretly
plotting the overthrow of the State has iun; rejected by the Sovernment-appointed

mission in the Devlin report. Nyasaland had been promiszed a new constitution for
o5 1957, /...



1957, independent of Rhodesia. DBut this was delayed time and time again, until
in 1953 Nyasaland found itself in a federation with the Rhodesias , to which
she is opposed, As the Listener of 1at Oct says:
“The arrests in Nyasaland and Bouthern fhodesia have consolidated support
for the Nationalist leaders, W¥hen Dr, Banda was arrested it was hoped
»y the Bovernment that another Nyasaland leader, Dr. Wellingtony Ehirwa ,
would voice more moderate views. Instead, he made the same demands as
Dr. Banda had made weeks bafore, When I reported the matter to Dr. Banda
in prison, he showed no surprise or gratification, '0f course', he said,
'no one can speak any other langusge in Nyasaland now,'! Here is another
pointer: only three out of Nyasaland's thirty five university graduates
have not besn arrested,”

In jugust of this year, the Mboya Group, calling itself the ¥onvention Party,
split from the more moderate Kenya National Party and are demanding full
responsible government in 1960, with a2 totally elected legislature and no seat
reservations at all,i.e, communal reprssentation. The conatitutional talks are
scheduled for January 16th. in London, We all know how Mboya was arrested in
Ootober when he planned to present a petition to the Governor on the 7th
anniversary of Jomo Kenyatta's arrsst, to ask for his fresdom. ®¥he court scquitted
him and the nat\ result was a popular demonstration in his favour. Mboya is alsoc
the president of the Kenya Federation of Labour. In the moderate Kenya National
Party diea i.;F:ntnung;ﬂ:E;aﬁinglgggﬂfnmng;t the Asisns and the Lfricans imxxmgaxd
to land rights, re is every possibility that Mboya's Convention Party will
Bz grow. It represents the political aspirations of the ﬁunplu. Certainly Mboya
is the man to watch = his politics are those of the Labour Party, but today in
Africa there can »e no final judgment.

In ﬂurthum ihuﬂ.aaia, Kenneth Kaunda, who is called “one of the new school
of African nationalists, uncompromising, ascetic and dedicated”, has broken away
from Nkumbulu's Enn:rau and formed the Zambla Congress., Nkumbulu belongs to the
school of compromisers and is a believer in multi-racialism, and he has the approval
of tmxGmwsemmrx Benson, the Governor. Recently Kaunda has been arrested on the
charge of*“plotting) which will engure the rapld growth of the Congress Movement.

In the Belgian Eﬂnﬂﬂ a battle has been waging against the authorities
and shootings and imprisonment are on the order of the day.



On the horn of Africa,Italian and British Emlﬂmﬂx aixnxPransxSama & e
ars dues for independence next year and &x ars demanding constitutions, Fmewech

What we are witnessing to-day is a great awakening of the peoples of Africa,
The continent presents a scenes of vast aotivity; it is seesthing with change.
Countries that have been stagnant for centuries under the heel of imperialism
are guick with life, Many of them have gons past the firat stage, whish is marked
By & general rejection of inferiority and a confused demand for freedom, At this
stage almost any demagogue could get a popular following so long as he used the
language of likerty. But the people are reaching a stage where thers is an sver-
sharpening formulation of their demands., This snables them to weigh up their
leaders on the basis of the programmes they offer, And new leadsrs are emerging,
who Better represent the urgent demands of the people., In one country after
another we see splits in the national movement, Ewverything is in a state of flux,
From what we can gather at this distance, these splits are not to be regretted.,%
They represent a m#nnuﬁu*y development, a change from quantity into quality in
the struggle. Opposing forces must separate out, In the general ferment, the

con~
respective idealogiss propounded By the different groups represent esaflicting
aims and interests and have to bs hammered out in public view before the people

who have ultimately to make their choics.

¥he important factor,which must be borne in mind when examining kkm all the
struggles in Africa, is that the people are striving towards liberation against
the background of a larger conflict, a conflict that is proceeding on a world scales.
the eonflict wetween capitalism and socialism, And it is being fought xinoiamezmmaiy
simultaneously on the soil of Africa. In this period of rapid change yssterday is
alrsady old and the leaders, who in their outlook renresent the old balance of
power, find themselves being jettisoned by the younger and mores radical elements.
Ther-ere—opivreting—in—i-different—poiitviesri—and—wootelailiom

The point that svery political observer in Africa makes - and we have
quoted several of them - m is that historically the centre (essence) of the Righk
struggle is no longer bstween tribalism and feudalism on the one hand and
progressive caplitalism on the other, Phis stage belonged to the 19th and early
20th centuries, It is trus that the backward countries will still have to go
through these stages, howesver telescoped the process will ke, But that system which

is/...
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is to take ascendancy in the world is bound to m‘:ﬂ? radically the
course of development of national movements in Africa,

Whoever fails to take cognisance of the interconnection between the nature,
the development of national struggles and the overall lt:l"ll“l# urusing
smbracing thes internaticnal arena, will find it impossible to gresp what is
happening. Whoever fails to understand that these movements are taking plase in
a political milieu very different from all previous national struggles, is in
danger of serving as & tool of imperialism, :fa this camp belong all those who
have a mechanical approach to events that are taking place in the continent of
Africa, and hold up their hands in mmx horror at what they call the rising Blaok)
middle class, In the first place let us state emphatically that a middle claes,
whether black,white or blue, possssses they same political attributes, svinces the
ﬁitimn, disnlays the ssme greeds, the world over. To introduce colour and
and single out the Black of the species is to fall into racialism and to betray
an emotional approach conned fru:# all the prejudices, fesars and terrors of the

herrenvolk.
We have to look at the various classes of socisty objectively, weighing

each of them from the pyint of wiew of ite hiatoric tasks and functions in the
present era. It is logicel, and even inevitable, that imperialism, in its
desperate straits, should try to come to iexmx terms with that olass which at this
very moment is busy moulding itself in the image of its masters. Imperialism is
bribing this oclass in Africa, as it 4id in India, with an offear of so-called
independence, In other words, it ix offers it a junior partnership in the
proprietary company for the exploitation of the masses.

Now this eclass, by the very nature of its raguirements, finds itself
playing & progressive r8le, despite itmelf, Tts class interests dictate a war to
the death sgainst tribalism and all the backwardness of feudalism., DBut in the very
process of doing so, it cannot help relsasing other forces which have a logic of
their own, and which, in the given relationship of world forces, they cannot ocontrol
mmmkxeX at will., Thus we ses that imperialism, while it may succeed in wrenching
the top eections, does not by any means resolve its problems. On the contrary,

at every turn it comes bang up against still more acute problems., It comes face to
face with aectlons of the population who speak a totally differsnt tongue, with
much mi mors radical demands,

As we set out to explores the events in the continent of Africa against the
background/...
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seckground of the internationsl situation, wa found ourssives wiliyiuiily

- willy-nilly dimcussing the problems of Impsrialism. We polnted ocut that,in its
hewyday, it uaed war as ita lnstrument of polioy, but mtep by step it bas lost the
initiative end fallsn wack on uthnr,l.’ mothode, We may have gliwen the impreasion
that,with the ascendancy of the Eaxi, war hes becoms u th of the past.

But thies is not so, Bnd sannot  ac. No sooial systsm hniiq{;iltl: au ahuffled
1tealf off the stage of historv. %here will ptill ¥e gigantic strugglas ahsad.
The two svsteme must fight it cut tc the death. The war may start syl & sories
Hf ¢lvil wara, but whichesver way it happsus, 8 third Warld War 1is caming.

&nd all menkind will bo callsd upon to taks sides,

Deo. 1959.



