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PRSSIDSNTIAL ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE ANNUAL CONFER NCE 

*F THE ALL AFRICAN C^NVKNTÎ N HELD AT PISTERMARITZBURG 

FROM l* th te 16th prcnfftKB, i.958»  

I t I s once mere my p leasant duty to address the delegates 

and v i s i t e r s te the Annual Conference ef the Al l African 

Convention 1958. Ihen a t our l a s t Conference i n December, 1956 

I suggested t h a t we might not be able to meet i n conference 

again , some people might have thought t h a t I was a pessimist* 

The f a i l u r e of the Al l African Convention to hold i t s Annual 

Conference l a s t year , owing to Herrenvolk I n t e r f e r e n c e , must 
-

Indicate to 4s that we shal l not always be o>K« to meet as . 

we l ike* There i s no reason to hope that the v i r t ua l ban on 

meetings imposed by the ruling c lass on the majority section 

of the population in the rural a reas , wi l l n~t eventually be 

extended to the organisation which i s representat ive of that 

section* The awareness of t h i s fact must surely impress on 

us the urgent necess ty of using the v i t a l opportunity 

afforded us by t h i s Conference as profi tably as we can, 

bearing in mind that we might be prohibited from meeting 

in future. We must never forget that the whole African* 
*> 

indeec the whole Non-European population of t h i s country 

looks to th i s Conference of the A*A«C* for leadership and 

and guidance in the period of c r i s i s immediately ahead of us* 

X would appeal to a l l the delegates here to conduct themselves 

in the del iberat ions a t t h i s Conference with the grave 

seriousness and r e s t r a i n t consis tent with the dignified 

s ta tus of the All African Convention* 

The two years which have passed since our l a s t Conference 

have seen the rapid implementation of the recommendations 

of the Tomlinson Report* that the blue pr in t for the preservation 

of the so cal led ^Christian Cap i t a l i s t Civ i l i za t ion* for tho 

Herrenvolk, which amounts to the prevention of the ViwfwT*J|fJwftnrHr 
and . . . . . 
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•x tens ion of a fraa modern c a p i t a l i s t economy among the 

Non-Buropeans by placing them In a Procrustean bed of t r b a l 

backwardness. In o rder to f i l l up the yawning gap whish i s 

thus being c rea ted i n the coun t ry ' s economy, the rul ing c l a s s 

embarked on a form of s t a t e Capital ism for Non-Buropean only* 

With b ru t a l frankness the r u l e r s give as a p r a c t i c a l j u s t i f i 

ca t ion of t h e i r pol icy the reason t ha t the Europeans w i l l n^t 

w i l l i n g l y concedethe p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s which an educat ional ly 

and economically advancing Non-Buropean populat ion would 

- r i g h t f u l l y demand, with consequent danger of c o n f l i c t s Between 

the two groups* 

The Herrenvolk s t a t e s tha t poverty of the African people* 

the i r r e g u l a r i t y of t h e i r employment, t h e i r lack of technica l 

knowledge, c a p i t a l , organizing s k i l l and i n i t i a t i v e i n business 

a re "^attributable to t h o i r c u l t u r e background and a r e sucept ib le 

to changa**. but ins tead of encouraging t h i s change the ru l ing 

c l a s s seeks to entremeh the very t r i b a l c u l t u r e background 

en which i t blames the backwardaessof the people* Instead tha 

Government through the South African Native Trust i s by fa r 

the l a r g e s t prvate owner of Non-Buropean occupied land; through 

i t s labour bureaux the l a r g e s t r e c r u i t e r and c o n t r o l l e r of 

Non-Buropean labour and one of I t s l a r g e s t employers* Very 

soon through i t s projected Development Corporat ion the 

Government w i l l be the l a r g e s t f inanc ie r of the African 

en te rp r i ses* This Development Corporation w i l l be a huge 

concern *for promoting c a p i t a l formation through commercial 

i n s t i t u t i o n s * . I t w i l l e s t a b l i s h a *Bantu Commercial B ank* 

a "Bantu Savings and Credi t Bank*, a *3antu Insurance Company*, 

a "Bantu Building Socie ty* e tc* kmd a l l t h i s under the shameful 

pretence of a new economic t r u s t e e s h i p which a s s e r t s t ha t *the 

Bantu must be guided to cons t ruc t t h e i r own economy in t h e i r 

own so i l* i n t h e i r on mlleu and out of t h e i r own, -

s p i r i t / 
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s p i r i t and energy and to move forward along the path of 

t he i r own c i v i l i z a t i o n according to the tempo of t he i r own 

a b i l i t y to develop"* 

The deos ex machine which has been set up to convert the 

African sect ion of the non-Europeans Into a valuable asset in 

the Verwoed & Co* Development Corporation (Pty.) Ltd i s the 

Bantu Authorities* I t will be the function of these 

Authorit ies to crush the r i s ing African professional and 

business c lass which demands a share in the economic power 

based on c a p i t a l i s t deomocratie r i gh t s , and to craa te a new 

African i n t e l l ec tua l and business man who wil l submit to 

" t rad i t loaa l Bantu Pr inciples* i n a l l h i s professional and 

commercial dealings. In other words a Quisling type of 

African teacher and trader wi l l be mass produced through the 

Bantuised Schools which wi l l be s t r i c t l y controlled by the 

Government through I t s Native Commissioners* policemen-intel lec

tuals* policemen-chiefs and headmen etc* The stage has been 

se t for a v i t a l clash between a Herrenvolk-tr ibal bureaucracy 

®Q(W&j@S&9 en the tine hand and representat ives and organi

sat ions of the people on the other* We will see presently 

tha t while the bureaucracy i s r-pidly consolidating i t s 

forces and has even fired the f i r s t shots , the people*'s 

organisations are wavering and even breaking into pieces. 

The ruling c l a s s r e l i e s on i t s economic development programme* 

which holds out a t t r a c t i v e plans to the quisling type of 

i n t e l l e c t u a l s and aspiring burgeoisie, to entrench disunity 

in the l ibera to ry movement and so weaken the demand for fu l l 

equal i ty . Those so-called progressives who s t r e s s the fight 

for economic welfare of the non-whites a t the expense of the 

f ight for the franchise are playing r ight into the hands of 

the Herrenvolk-tribal bureaucracy* More about th i s l a te r* 

The / 
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The basic reason why the ruling c lass i s determined to 

exclude the Non-Buropeans from sharing in the economic wealth 

of the country, I s that the Non-Buropeans as a section must be madt 

to produce that wealth for the Herrenvolk. In other words t he i r 

ro l e in society i s that of beasts of burden. The impoverishment 

of the Black man i s an important feature of t h i s pol icy. The 

poverty of the people i s a necessary instrument of the Herrenvolk 

policy; for ra ther than to starve to death the people will go 

out to seek work and wi l l accept a mere pi t tance for wages in 

order to preserve l i f e . 

Let us consider br ie f ly the methods and exivnt of th i s 

impoverishment. I shal l refer only to the more glaring instances . 

I t i s generally known that the creat ion of land hunger i s one 

of the chief methods employed by the Herrenvolk for the 

exploi ta t ion of Non-European labour. The de t a i l s of the 

appl icat ion of th i s policy are too shocking for words. The 

ruling c l a s s has now passed laws designed del iberate ly and 

d i r ec t ly to turn the Africans into homeless wanderers the b e t t e r 

to enslave them. For example no African uiay now reside on any 

land outside the reserves unless he i s the registered owner of 

such land or e l se in employment. No male ch i ld of such owner or 

employee-over the age of IP years may reside on h i s f a the r ' s land 

or a t hi° nome. In the so-called "Bantu Areas* no person may 

s e l l , l ease , or t ransfer , except with the consent of the Minister 

of Native Affa i rs , any portion of land, whether i t i s h i s own 

freehold property, which has been par t i t ioned or suo-^vided 
* 

since 1936. The'Minister may grant h i s consent subject to such , 

conditions as he may impose in regard to the use and occupation 

of the land in qaest iea . These conditions must be inserted 

i n the t i t l e deed of the person to whom transfer i s effected. 

The conditions s t ipula ted Include the r i gh t of the Minister 

of Native Affairs to order administrat ively the prevention of 

s^i l erosion, the l imi ta t ion and control of l ives tock , the entry 

of t r u s t o f f i c i a l s for the purpose of carrying out r ehab i l i t a t ion 

measures. Except with the approval of the Ntt ive Commissioner 

the / 
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the land may not be used or occupied by any person o ther than 

the reg i s t e red owner, h i s wife o r h i s c h i l d not being a male 

over IP y e a r s . I t w i l l be noted t ha t no allowance i s made i n the 

case of the African farmer for residence of sjjwrtlhts on h i s farm. 

Apparently the African farmer has no r i g h t to employ servants sine* 

he i s himself a prospect ive servant . The Native Commissioner may 

g ive d i r ec t i ons as to how the land should be c u l t i v a t e d . Moreover 

the African farmer must give a wr i t t en undertaking t ha t he w i l l 

subjec t himself and h i s farm to cont ro l and regimentat ion by the 

Bantu Authori ty for the a r e a . 

The laws of succession and the consequences of marriage in 

so far as they a f f e c t p ropr ie to ry r i g h t s have a lso been a l t e r e d to 

s u i t the master-servant r e l a t i o n s h i p of Black and White. No more 

than one h e i r may acquire t h e r i g h t of use or occupation of any lane 

notwithstanding anything contained i n any w i l l or consequence of 

succession on i n t e s t a c y or marriage in community of proper ty . 

By fa r the l a r g e s t ex ten t of land i n the reserves i s Grown 

land end the African people who occupy i t a re Government tenants 

subjec t to paymenv of an annual r e n t a l . Less than 50$ of the 

Afr ican males i n the reserves have been a l l 6 t e d small r e s i d e n t i a l 

s i t e s and a rab le land, with l i t t l e o r no secur i ty of t enure . The 

v a s t majori ty of the men and p r a c t i c a l l y a l l the women have no 

land which they can own or occupy except as dependants or sub

t enan t s . By means of the Betterment Areas Proclamation which i s 

being applied piecemeal the Government has terminated a l l r i g h t s 

of occupation of Crejwn land including the grazing of stock except 

on approval by South African Native Trust o f f i c i a l s . The Trust 

has v i r t u a l l y seized the land and i s busy redividing i t . In terms 

of the Tomlinson Report, ^ r ev i s ion of the system of lantf tenure 

i s regarded as one of the p r e - r e q u i s i t e s to the s t a b i l i s a t i o n of 

the land in the Bantu Areas and the f u l l economic development of 

t h e i r p o t e n t i a l * . To achive t h i s aim the land in the reserves i s 

being 

nd f r t iUM. The vas t major i ty of those comparatively few 

peasants • • • • • • • • • / 
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peasants who occupy any land a t a l l ara bains deprived of the i r 

land which i s to be re-al located as "economic u n i t s " under condi

t ional t i t l e to a few African farmers on a full- t ime bas i s . 

The vast majority who cons t i tu te a landless population are to be shift 

shifted to so-called rura l v i l lages which will have a l l the ev i l s 

of urban locat ions with no prospect of a l iving wa6e to of f -se t 

them. In the meantime the landless are not even allowed to keep 

stock In the "Betterment Areas'*. I know of a case in the 

Queenstown Di s t r i c t where, a t t h i s very moment, the peasants have 

been deprived of the land which they have been t i l l i n g for years 

and they have been forbidden to neep any l ivestock or to build 

any new houses or repair those huts which are fall ing down, n t i l 

they can be se t t l ed in soL.e rura l v i l lage s t i l l i n the process of 

being planned. 

I t must be observed here tha t in terms of the white paper on 

the Tomlinson Report, The Government i s not prepared to do away 

with t r iba l .tenure of rural land and to subs t i tu te individual tenure 

based on purchase nor does i t propose to give preference to ind iv i 

dual acquis i t ion of land above t r i b a l and Trust purchase in the 

released a r e a s . * 

The landlessness and hopelessness of the African population 

i s no be t te r in the urban areas than i t i s in the rural areas . 

The rujB*tT class has s teadfast ly set i t s e l f against the permanent 

urbanisation of the Africans In the indus t r i a l and mining a reas -

the so-called European Areas - even though the economic i n t e r e s t s 

of the country demand i t . The r e su l t i s that the African in these 

Urban areas i s not made to feel a t home. A large pmfljjSvtion of 

the African workers I s migratory. Those who are r e l a t ive ly permane-

n.t are inadequately housed and have no securi ty of tenure. Many 

merely lease s i t e s on Municipal land. Influx control measures 

and pass laws have turned l i f e into a daily nightmare. The 

appl icat ion of the iniqui tous Section 1* of the Urban Areas Act 

has turned a la rge number of the African c i t y dwellers into haunted 

animals* In terms of th i s law no African may enter into and reside 

in a proclaimed urbc.n ar^a without permission unless he was b o r n / . . . 
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born and permanently resides there, or has lived there cont i 

nuously for a peri-d of 15 years or has worked without a break 

for one employer for 1" years . Hale children over the age of 

IP years cannot l i v e with the i r parents without permission. 

Loss of employment for a maximum period nf 1" days makes the 

African Urban worker l i a b l e to evict ion. I know of cases In 

Naauwpoort where African men who have l ived there with the i r 

families f«r years are being ejected because of temporary 

lo s s of employment or old age although they have no other homes 

to go to . The r idiculous s i tua t ion that has a r i sen I s tha t the 

wives of some of these people are in emplVment and are therefore 

en t i t l ed to remain in the urban area while the i r husbands must 

go I 
* 

Even the c i ty-dwel lers wi l l sor»n be subject to Bantu 

Authori t ies . The recent announcement by the Minister of Bantu 
• 

Administration and Development that l eg i s l a t i on will be introduced 

a t the next session of Parliament authorising the appointment 

of Bantu Authori t ies in the Urban areas to serve as a l ink 

with the Government on the one hand and the rura l Bantu Authorit ies 

on the other came a s no surpr i se . The ethnic grouping in the 

Municipal locat ions i s obviously a preparation for t h i s s tep. 

One of the chief functions of thse c i ty Bantu Authori t ies wi l l 

be to prevent s t r i ke s and to help break them when they occur* 

The whole scheme i s not only f an tas t i c ; i t i s devi l i sh . 

We must r ea l i se that a l l the landlessness, poverty and 

homelessness of the African people which I h*.ve described above 

has been possible because of the exclusion of the Non-Europeans 

from the Government of the country. Because of the i r lack of 

p o l i t i c a l r igh ts of the i r non-cit izen s t a tu s , the majority 
• 

sect i -n of the population has been outlawed and foredoomed to 

a l i f e of perpetual servitude. I t i s for t h i s reason that the 

f ight for the fu l l equal i ty occupies a central posit ion in the 
i 

l*-Point Programme on the N.E.U.M. 
I t i s therefore much to be regret ted that there has a r i sen 

of l a t e / . . . 



- f -

of l a t e , within the Unity Movement, a tendency to minimise the 

Importance of the demand f~r the fu l l franchise. This tendency 

has been the chief cause of the development of in te rna l theore

t i c a l differences within the Ifoveu.ent, differences which have 

now reached a climax and can no longer be concealed. As ear ly 

as 19t^ in my Pres ident ia l address to the A.A.C. I warned the 

Movement against th i s development in the fallowing words*-

•In such periods of comparative inac t iv i ty that so l idar i ty within 

the ranks which i s engendered by the prospects of immediate 

b a t t l e i s often lacking. Differences of opinion a s se r t them

selves and temporary ideological groupings begin to appear. 

Although such differences and groupings are unfortunate and 

sometimes undesirable they are as inevi table to the growth of 

a healthy p o l i t i c a l movement as toxins in the l i f e of the human 

organism. Ihe transformation of the groupings in to organised 

and closed fac t l -ns i s an evil which must be avoided a t a l l 

cos t s . The a r t of leadership consis t precisely in preventing 

such a development. 
• 

Ideological differences within the movement may be inevi table 

and may even cons t i tu te a necessary part of i t s d i a l e c t i c , but 

petty jea lousies and r i v a l r i e s for power and positions are 

qui te unnecessary and in to le rab le and those who indulge in 

such mean pract ices do not deserve a place in our leadership 

and must be ru th less ly cas t out of i t . I t i s the duty of a l l 

of us in the l ibera tory movement to refuse to be party to the 

squabbling of r i v a l groups and to expose those who do not 

scrapple to indulge in personal i t ies and cheap gossip in order 

tr> feather t he i r own nes t s . Unless we perform our duty in th i s 

regard the movement i s bound to suffer. 

In the period of oren fascism which we are now entering 

i t i s convenient to find a subst i tu te for real po l i t i ca l work 

in l i t e r a r y bravado and pedantry. Boldness in words and 

t imidity in ac t i -n i s a danger against which we must guard. 

The unity for which we s t r ive will be forged not by pontif ical 

ut terances and i r responsible bureaucratic b lus ter from the 

compara t ive / , ; . . 
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* 

comparative safety of anonymity, but nn the anvil of political 

action in the course of the daily life and struggles of the 

people. The Ten-Point Programme must cease to be a shibboleth; 

i t must he a manual of acti-n. • The warning apparently fell on 

deaf ears and the present unpleasant, unhealthy situation of 

division and strife within our organisations has developed. 

The position cannot be allowed to continue as at present 

and a quick solution has to be found if the health of ~ur 

organisations is to be restored. As i t will be the duty of this 

Conference to contribute tr» the resolution of our present diffi

culties, I have deeded i t wise to give a broad analysis of the 

political differences as I see then.. 

First of a l l , I wish to state thc.t the division has arisen 

as the result of the fact tht.t certain individuals and groups 

within the movement are dissatisfied with the 1A Point programme 

of the N.B.U.M. They consider thf-.t this programme is very in

adequate for the solution of «Ur political and social problems 

in South Africa. What creates confusion is that these opponents 

of the l"-Point programme, instead of condemning the programme 

outright, pretend th^.t their views are consistent with i t . 

To denounce the ln-Point programme would put them beyond the 

of the N.E.U.M. and render them without a political home. 

The tendency to revise the 1^-Point Programme has been called 

Jaffeism after i t s chief embodiment. Since this term tends to 

upset certain members of the cult and evokes a defensive emotiona

lism which obscures clear thinking I will not use i t here. 

Rather will I describe the tendency as revisionism. In order 

to underline the fundamental implications of this tendency 

I shall quote extensively from a remarkable pamphlet written 

by a spiritual member of the group who is an avowed enemy of 

the N.E.U.lu There is this added advantage in quoting froB 

this publication, namely that i t is written under a pen name. 

The identity of the author i s therefore presumably unknown to 

a i l of us arid there is less danger of the cry of "Informer* 

^ 
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being raised by those who are r ichly endowed with a perse

cut ion conplex* Z refer to the re^wed pamphlet *It i s the 

time to Awake* by K. Mett ler which purports to be a?*eriti« 

c l s a of I«B* Xabata"s *The Awakening of a People*, a book 

tha t i s recognised by us in the Dnity Movement as correc t ly 

set t ing out our p o l i t i c a l ideas* 

R* Mettler makes no bones about attacking the lft-Point 

Programme from manv angles* Basical ly h i s cr i t ic ism i s that 

The existing programme of the K.S.U.K. expresses the aspirat ions 

of the African Middle Class** H« c r i t i c i s e s the resolutions 

on the programme passed a t the 19*3 N.E.U.M. Conference to the 

effect that a l l our d i s a b i l i t i e s economic, educational, soc ia l , 

cu l tu ra l flow from the lack of p o l i t i c a l r i gh t s , and that our 

struggle i s therefore chiefly pol i t ica l* R* Mettler a s se r t s 

that t h i s attempt to separate p o l i t i c a l subjugation irom 

economic exploi ta t ion "runs throughout the documents of th i s 

movement and leads eventually to the false positions they take 

up in a l l s i tuat ions* Surely our lack of po l i t i ca l r ights flow! 

fr^m theiownershlp of the means of production." he profoundly 

concludes. Then again Mettler s t a t e s : " A l iberatory movement 

that i s not firmly based on the working c lass must base i t s e l f 

on a middle class programme and from th i s can only come confusion, 

adventurism and eventually betrayal In so far as the 

N.E.U.M. i s not firmly based on the v-Tking c lass i t s ideology 

must leaa i t into the po l i t i ca l emptiness thbt character ises i t s 

past h i s to ry .* I t w*.ll be observed thet Met t l e r ' s s t r i c tu re s as 

quoted above are ident ica l *.ith those of the rev i s ion i s t s within 

our ranks except that the l a t t e r subs t i tu te the "existing 

leadership * for the former's "existing programme" of the 

N.E.U.M. Another fac t which must be n~ted i s the b e l i t t l i n g 

of the demand for p o l i t i c a l r igh ts which the N.E.U.fc. regards 

as pivotal in i t s programme. 

R. Mettler i s very outspoken in h is condemnation of the 

demand for the Franchise wife <h v^nsider tn be the most 
i 

important of t h e / . . . . * * 
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important of the l*-Points of our programme. He says, *We must 

s t a t e without equivocation that in the a l l iance between the 

middle c lass and the workers in the l ibera tory movement a progra*-

mme tha t is .based oh the vo*teas the f i r s t point denotes the 

ideological hegemony of the petty bourgeois po l i t i c i ans , for 

the programme tha t puts th i s in the fore-front and subverts 

the demands of the seizure of the material wealth represents 

the reformist aspifcati^ns of th i s c l a s s In no way wil l 

democracy be achieved around the demand for the f ranchise ." 

Mettler a^ain s t a t e s , • I t i s a fact that the National Movements 
• 

throughout Africa are s tressing these po l i t i ca l claims. 

Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana was fond of saying, •seek ye f i r s t the 

p o l i t i c a l kingdom and a l l things shal l be added to you? 

The people of India , Indonesia, Ghana and others have been given 

the vote and yet these countries are s t i l l based on exploi tat ion 

and the basic s truggles continue,* 

R. Mettler a t tacks not only the f i r s t point of the lA-Point 

Programme but also the other points as well . For instance he 

condemns Point 3 which demands that the same r igh t to inv io lab i l i ty 

and privacy a t present enjoyed by Europeans should apply to a l l 

Non-Europeans. To t h i s , Meddler says, • We know of no such 

" inv io lab i l i ty" in an oppresive society and cer ta in ly aspire 

to a be t t e r society. * 

The r ev i s ion i s t s within our ranks consider that the 7th 

Point j u s t i f i e s t he i r so-called l e f t i s t in te rp re ta t ion of the 

1^-Point Programme. *n the other hand R. Mettler finds t h i s 

point equally obnoxious. "It i s also no accident that : the 

H.E.U.M. proposes the r e -d i s t r ibu t ion of the land (even i f by 

vote in Parliament) and yet wi l l not dare to mention the faccories 

and the mines. The former, radical as i t i s , I s s t i l l consistent 

with the building up of a c a p i t a l i s t country while the l a t t e r 

would imply a conf l i c t with Capi ta l ism. . . The authors of the 
• 

lfl-Point Programme have ntft told us how they will achieve th i s 

d e«ocracy/ 
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democracy I f the rural workers do not f i r s t seize the l a n d . . . . 

There has been no c lear cut programme put forward that demands 

without equivocation, the re-a l loca t ion of land. To talk about 

the vote when the problem i s the red iv i s i -n of land i s f u t i l e . " 

Even a t the r i s * of being cal led names, such as Tierrenvolk 

hirel ings," we have t« point out to »-ur enemies whether within 

or without the Unity Movement that the seizure of land and I t 

redivis ion are not part of the l«-Point Programme. When we talk 

of the ^acquisi t ion" of land we mean and have always meant law

ful acquis i t ion within the framework of the c a p i t a l i s t society 
• 

of which we are par t . 

The whole b&sis of the a t tack on the 1^-Point Programme i s 

the denial of the r ea l i t y of colour oppression in South Africa 

and consequently the denial of the necessity for a National 

l ibera to ry movement, rtn the contrary the National problem i s 

viewed as simply a c lass problem thinly covered over with a 

colour wash designed to conceal I t s i den t i ty . The expressed aim 

of the N.E.U.M. i s t^ l iquida te the National oppression of the 
* 

Non-Europeans in South Africa, that I s , "the removal of a l l the 

d i s a b i l i t i e s and r e s t r i c t i o n s based on grounds of race and 

colour, and the acquis i t ion by the Non-Europeans of a l l these 

r igh t s which are a t present enjoyed by the European popul^ ; lon.* 

Uet t le r scoffs a t th i s idea and says, » But of significance here 

i s the fact that points one to five and point 9 exp l i c i t l y , and 

the other points impl ic i t ly want the same conditions for the 

Non-Europeans as are enjoyed by Europeans today i . e . to enter 

into the present white exploi t ive soc i e ty . " According to 

R. Ue t t l e r , th i s I s a detestable objective worthy only of " a 

movement tha t i s afraid of the power of the people to stand up 

and take oyer a s t a t e whcih i t wi l l shape to s u i t i t s own 

requirements. * 

If the r ev i s ion i s t s within our ranks were su f lc len t ly 

honest and had the courage of the i r convictions, they would come 

out openly against the 1^-Point Programme of the N.E.U.M as 

R.Mettler/ 
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R. Mettler unreservedly does. The Movement, par t icu lar ly the 

youth, would then be saved fr^m the theoret ica l confusions 

which appear to be current . For ins tance , instead of the stupid 

attempt tr identify capitalism with Herrenvolkism, the 

r ev i s ion i s t s could j u s t say th-1 the non^Europeans should not 

f ight to end the colour bar , but should engage in the c lass 

struggle to end capital ism. Instead of denying the factual 

existence of the various non-Europe, n sections except as en t r ies 

i n the Herrenvolk population r eg i s t e r ; intead of saying th*.t 

"the very idea of NonrSuropeanism I s cnauv in i s t i c , " the 

r ev i s ion i s t s could more appropriately say the attempt of the 

various sections of the non-Kuropeans to uni te in a common 

struggle to l iqu ida te the i r national oppression and achieve 

fu l l equali ty with the Europeans i s reactionary and must be 

abandoned* For according to Mettler the Unity Movement has had 

to find an answer to the dual nature of oppression in th i s 

country, tha t of c lass and that of colour and in so doing *i t 

has fa l len into the trap of racialism that faces a l l l iberatory 

movements in Africa . . . . a l iberatory movement that i s not 

firmly based on the working class must base I t s e l f on a middle 

c lass programme and from th i s can only come confusion, adven

turism and eventual be t r aya l .* 

Ke t t l e r a s s e r t s tha t the d i s t i nc t ion between colour 

d i f fe ren t ia t ion and c lass divis ion leads to confusion, namely 

to the fa i lure to see the clash of i n t e r e s t s between the black 

middle c lass and the black workers* To ensure success the 

working c lass mu^t take control ofthe l ibera tory movement 

and impose i t s own programme on I t , "The struggle wi l l have 

to be or ientated to f ight exploi ta t ion In a l l i t s forms . . . in 

the f ac to r i e s , on the farms, in the reserves and in the town

ships . . . for a general Improvement in l iving condit ions, for 

higher wages, f«r the r igh t to employment for freedosx of move

ment. We wi l l have to struggle against pass laws and the myriad 

oppressive measures that t i e us down . . . w e must counter-pose 

(1) the working c l a s s programme to that of the middle c lass and 
we . . . . . . / 
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we must struggle for wor*J.ng c l a s s hegemony in the l ibera tory 

movement • • • • The most urgent task i s the preparation of the 

woriilng c lass for the eventual control of the l ibera tory move

ment lie can place no rel iance on the middle class elements 

whn mouth the ideology of capitalism . . . As long as the middle 

c lass maintains i t s ideological control of the l ibera tory move

ment, the movement must remain ineffect ive and continue on the 

vac i l la t ing c u r s e that t has followed over the l a s t 5rt y e a r s . . . 

Either the worker organised «n c l a s s grounds wi l l eventually take 

control of th i s national movement or else he wi l l have to be 

prepared to set up h i s own independent movement that can enter 

in to temporary a l l i ance with t h i s national movement*# 

L i t t l e wonder that our f rust ra ted and b i t t e r i n t e l l i g e n t s i a -

worker rev i s ion i s t s have embarked upon a vi tuperat ive bourgeois 

witch-hunt within the Unity Movement for they see prospects of 

t he i r personal advancement when the "working c l a s s " should achieve 

"eventual control of the l ibera tory movement*. I t i s our sad but 
w 

inescapable duty to remind these young turks that the bourgeois 

has as much r igh t to membership and leadership of the N.E.U.M. 

as the worker always provided that he fully subscribes to the 

lfl-Point progranme. The attempt to paint the present leadership 

of the N.E.U.M. as bourgeois and therefore reactionary i s not 

only mischievous but i s creating unnecessarydivision and s t r i f e 

within our organisat ion. 

The implication of the iden t i f i ca t ion of Herrenvolkism with 

capitalism cannot be fully understood except in the l i gh t of the 

l i b e r a l concept of "White cap i ta l and Coloured labour*. Expressed 

in other words the idea i s that in South Africa the Whites are 

the c a p i t a l i s t s and the Non-whites the workers • R. Uet t ler s t a t e s 

t h i s idea as follows*- "The ruling class resident in South Africa 

i s generally speaking white. Equally in broad out l ine the 

non-white people are predominantly workers. The exploi ta t ion of 
M 

the working class has been covered up by colour oppression". 

Although Ue t t l e r doe. say tha t "There i s an overlap of c lasses 

which transcends the rac ia l b a r r i e r s " i t i s c lear that h is whole 
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outlook on the c l a s s struggle in South Africa i s not free of 

racialism particular!*, in the l i gh t of h i s other a l legat ion 

tha t in isolated cases the (reads the Black) can support the 

r igh t instead -f the l e f t and the c a p i t a l i s t (read: the White) 

can support the l e f t , l i e t t l e r lends support to th i s contention 

by the following statement *The white i n t e l l e c t u a l s are 

completely i sola ted from the working c lass -by hoth c lass and 

colour differences and thus tend to lean over heavily towards 

the ruling c l a s s . The non-white in t e l l ec tua l on the other hand 

i s in close phyxical contact with the worker and feels the brunt 

of oppression himself. He thus leans more towards the people*. 

In other words Mettxer sees the clas*, struggle in South Africa 

as the struggle between Black and White. The same a t t i t ude 

of damning the White working c lass as Herrenvolk and therefore 

c a p i t a l i s t i s apparent in the statement of the young so-called 

l e f t i s t s i n our movement. Basically this idea springs from the 

influence of African nationalism. This theore t ica l mistake 

i s inevi table i f we seek to deny the bourgeois character of our 

national l ibera tory movement on the fatuous ground that "i&'e 

already have a c a p i t a l i s t society and thus are not struggling 

to make a new C a p i t a l i s t society*. 

The coit'--\;u theoret ica l analysis of the posit ion i s set 
• 

out on page 5 of the awakening as follows!- "But in the 

condit ions pertaining in South Africa the clear cut c lass 

divis ions have been obscured. The Herrenvolk have elaborated 

a means of re-inforcing economic exploi ta t ion with a l l the vicious 

machinery of r ac ia l oppression". The correct deduction from th is 

statement i s not t ha t we should ignore rac ia l oppression because 

i t i s an instrument of c lass oppression. That would be as foolish 

as to say in warfare we must ignore the bomber and concentrate on 

the bomb. Rather must we f ight r ac ia l oppression and s t r ive for 

po l i t i ca l equali ty for, to quote from the Awakening once more$-

"Without po l i t i ca l equali ty i t wi l l never be possible to speak 

of working c lass uni ty , and without working c lass unity i t wi l l 

never be possible to f ight exploi ta t ion . . . . The t w — - . . . . / 
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Union question i n South Africa presents i t s e l f primarily 

as a national (po l i t i c a l ) question and only secondarily as a 

c l a s s question. The second cannot be solved independently of 

the f i r s t " . 

We have to accpet the concept of stages in the l ibera tory 
• * 

movement otherwise we will continue to confuse Herrenvolkism 

with capitalism and thereby create unnecessary theore t ica l 

misunderstanding. But R. Mettler i s so hos t i l e to th i s idea 

that he does not scrupple to d i s t o r t i t . He says, **ur 

perspective i s not the mechanical one of stages in which we wil l 

f i r s t achieve the lfl-Point Programme aH build up a s t a t e wherein 

we can s t a r t a new struggle based on a new Trade Union Move-

ment*. We need only s ta te that there i s nothing mechanical 

abouth the concept of s tages . We have to view the struggle 

i n motion and where and how one stage ends and another 

begins cannot be predetermined in a mathematical fashion. I t 

wi l l depend on the dynamics of the s i tua t ion and the re la t ionship 

of forces. 

Cur view of the t rade Union question as primarily a 

national po l i t i ca l question has already nbeen s ta ted . Tha 

rev i s ion i s t s have attempted to confuse the issue by fa lse ly 

s ta t ing that we do not want to see the trade Union Movement 

b u i l t up and strengthened. I t i s ce r ta in ly not our task as a 

p o l i t i c a l movement to form trade Unions. This would be sheer 

economism. After a l l even fcettler r ea l i ses the true function 

of trade Unions because he say3t "The trade Union movement 

will have to be b u i l t up in the coming p e r i o d . . , . ffe must 

c lear ly s t a t e that the trade Union's primary purpose i s to 

f ight the economic struggle (our emphasis). That i s , i t has 

to f ight for improved conditions in the f ac to ry . . . But the 

tr*de Unions are not a subst i tu te for a po l i t i ca l movement^ 

and as f-he w-rkers need a p o l i t i c a l party to serve their own 

i n t e r e s t s to put forward the i r aspi ra t ions a mass worker's 

party must be formed.* If th i s i s what the r ev i s ion i s t s 

want / 
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wantj l e t them say so openly. A workers' po l i t i ca l party wi l l 

be welcome to a f f i l i a t e to the l ibera tory movement jus t as the 

ex-communist party was, provided that i t accepts the 1^-Point 

Programme and a l l tha t i t stands for . 

Mettler I s very for thr ight in h i s at tack en the federal 

s t ructure of the N.E.U.li. "When the N.K.U.M. called for i n t e r -

rac ia l Unity* he says "the slogan was progressive. Today the 

needs are for a movement without r ac ia l b a r r i e r s , and * name 

such as *non-European Unity* no longer serves the needs of the 

l iberotory movement. A movement that t i e s i t s e l f in advance to 

a specif ic organisational form runs the r i sk of oss i f i ca t ion • 

and to have madethe federal s t ructure as const i tuted today 

an a r t i c l e of fa i th in the N.E.U.H. i s a sign that oss i f ica t ion 

has indeed set in . Mettler adds that the federal s t ructure would 

be permissible i f i t allowed for a federation on c lass grounds 

which must today be rejected. Mettler then goes on to advocate 

the formation of a unitary organisation "in so far as i t i s 

opposed to the current cumbersome rac ia l d iv is ion . 

I have quoted extensively from R. Ket t ler not because I 

consider that h i s views are in themselves worthy of consideration 

but f i r s t l y because he i s obviously hos t i l e to the N.E.U.ii. and 

i t s lA-Folnt Programme and secondly because h i s views are iden t ica l 

with those expressed by cer ta in individuals and groups within the 

movement. The inference which I seek to be drawn i s tha t these 

individuals and groups are also enemies of the N.B.U.K. If they 

deny th is accusation the onus i s on them to show how thei view. 

differ from those of Met t ler . 

Revisionism i s , of course, a p o l i t i c a l tenedency which has 

a r i sen as the resu l t of the influence of Herrenvolk ideas 

notwithstanding the fact that i t couched in pseudo-lef t is t 

language / 
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language. Fundamentally i t amounts to a plea for the re tent ion 

of the s ta tus axm* I t demands the cessat ion of the struggle 

for the abol i t ion of Herrenvolkism and for ful l deir^cratic r igh t s 

allegedly because such a struggle even i f successful will not 

r e su l t in the elimination of the exploi ta t ion of the workers- M t 

rather i n the strengthening and consolidation of the bc^rgeosie, 
-

Verwoed also wants the re tent ion of the s ta tus quo. What does i t 

matter that h i s reasons are different since the objective r e su l t 

i s the same? We must never forget that U e t t l e r ' s views are the 

views of the peti t-bourgeois white In te l l ec tua l neo-l iberals 

whose role in society I attempted to describe in my 1956 Presi

dent ia l address. I t i s therefore s ignif icant but not surprising 

that Uet t le r defends the l i b e r a l s , Ke says, *To asser t that the 
* 

l i b e r a l s are conscious of the i r role in society i s nonsense* 

This assumes fa lse ly that these people are homogenous, are 

del iberate ly making oppression work, are in fact s t o r e s for the 

ruling c lass They (the l i be r a l s ) come in*« conf l ic t 

with the ruling c l a s s •••• we cannot agree that they are part 

and parcel of the Herrenvolk*, 

Let me fores ta l the argument that in drawing out the 
rev i s ion i s t s to s ta te the i r views in open Conference we are 

informing against them. In order t^ protect thes- timid s-uls 

I would suggest that these matters be discussed in a closed 

session of the Conference, We must make i t c l ea r , however, that 

we have no in ten t ion of protecting renegade individuals and groups 

a t the expense of thtt movement which we have so painfully b u i l t 

up over a period of 16 years . I t i s a strange and biased kind 

of reasoning that allows wreckers of the movement to publish 

t he i r disruptive views sur rept i t ious ly and anonymously even in 

the so-called organs of the Unity movement, but wi l l conceal the 

ider.ti ty of these individuals a t «ur Conferences and condemn 

the i r exposure as "informing ". We have to s t a t e categorical ly 

that anonymity i s the r igh t of those who are building up the 

movement and not of thoSe who are wrecking i t . 
We / 
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We have to appreciate the danger to the movement of giving 

the rev i s ion i s t s a free hand to propagate their views from our 

platforms and our organs. I t i s not merely a question of 

creating divis ion and s t r i f e within our organisat ions, bad enoutfi 

though that i s . Much more serious I s the betrayal of the 

organisation to the Herrenvolk f a s c i s t s . To give the 1^-Point 

Programme a l e f t i s t in te rpre ta t ion , no matter how cockeyed, I s 

to bring the whole movement within the def in i t ion -a£ s ta tutory 

communism and to run the r e s t of i t being declared an unlawful 

organisation within .the meaning of the suppression of Cominuni -

Act. I t i s d i f f i c u l t to r e s i s t the inference that t h i s i s a 

consummation which many of the rev i s ion i s t s would devoutly wish 

a s offering an easy method of escape from the hazardous tasks 

which presently devolve on them as members of the l ibera tory 

movement^ 

The lessons of the Treason Tr ia ls do not appear to h~"* been 
• 

suff ic ient ly l ea rn t bv some of us . I t i s well known in l iberatory 
_ 

movement c i r c l e s tha t the majority of the persons who are are 
« 

members of the organisations involved In the Treason Trials are 

simple workers or peasants to whom the idea of mock e ioudons 

could never have appeared subversive. Yet a few of these people 

have to stand the i r t r i a l on a charge of Bigh treason precisely 

because a false colora t ion c / left ism was imparted to the i r 

organisation by a few po l i t i c a l l y advanced peti t-bourgeois 

i n t e l l ec tua l s* • All of us know that the t r i b a l l s t s of A.N.c. and 

the merchants of the J.A. I . e . are incapable of demanding the 

" l iquidat ion of capi ta l ism, equal d i s t r ibu t ion of wealth, 

common ownership of the means of production, land mines and 

f a c t o r i e s , * and yet the record would appear to indicate that t h i s 

was part of the programme of these organisat ions. This sor t 

of thinking inevitably happens when a few l e f t i s t theoret icians 
A 

.eize / 
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seize control end leadership of the people 's organizations 

and proceed to spout ideas which are inconsistent with the 

alms and objects of tiie organisations and are far in advance of 

the standard po l i t i ca l consciousness reached by the general i ty 

of the membership. The r e su l t i s that in times of c r i s i s the 

progressive facade breads away and the po l i t i ca l fraud i s 

•vDosed. Then begins the s p l i t t i n g up of th» organisations in to 

respective po l i t i ca l groupings of i t s membership from the 

extreme r igh t to the extreme l e f t . 

I t was in order to avoid such an eventuali ty tha t the 

R.K.U.U. adopted a minimum programme and a federal s t ruc tu re . 

Mr. I .B. Tabata correct ly s ta tes the posit ion on page ' 6 of 

" The Awakening of a People * when he says j - "The Problem 

was co create a mouthpiece of the whole of the African People, 

a forum from which their voice could be heard. I t was obvious 

that no single party could fu l f i l th i s task. A single po l i t i ca l 

party e*"*not represent a whole community or race, for the mere 

fact of belonging to the same race has nothing to do with a 

man's po l i t i ca l a f f i l i a t i o n s . In any given community vwpl€ e 

share different po l i t i ca l ideas ranging from the extreme l e f t 
* 

to the extreme r igh t —- Any attempt therefore to form a 
• 

unitary p o l i t i c a l organisation or party was doomed to f a i l . 

Further no one pary could claim to represent t r i ba l ! s t* f 

n a t i o n a l i s t s ! i n t e rna t i ona l i s t s and l i b e r a l s and a t the same 

time in tegra te and attend to the specif ic tasks of indus t r ia l 

workers, farm labourers , peasants, professional c lasses e t c . 

Yet the very crux of the problem wae to find a form of 

organisat ion which would meet the demands ar is ing out of 

twofold oppression - National oppression .--.ndc c lass exploi ta t ion. 

The tragedy of the s i tua t ion i s that the in te rna l d i f fe

rences should ar i se a t a time when the need for the unity 

of the oppressed i s greater than ever. At th i s *± varv 

moment • • • • • • • / 



moment when the r e s t of Africa i s beginning t o awake and t o 

t o oast avay the imperialism and oolaniallsm which has hold 

i t in through for centuries* when the cry for the indepon-

dence and self-determination i s ringing with ever-growing 

insistare© throughout the length and breadth of the "dnrfe 

cmtirn+nfcil* ^aat a t t h i s time** aoroover- whe* *" *"» «•** 

country the most down trodden of n ' l , the A rican peasants and 

workers are be£inrin£ to uhou fight* Ju3t a t the moment* I 

say, when the influence of i t s . lonae73M£ strurld-*e- f*l t through 

out the continent of Africa, the IJ. *#lf«M. must be rent asunder 

by divisions inspired by a few ambitious people in and around 

i t s leadership* Xhis i s a s i tua t ion which ve must tjpy to 

remedy at a l l costs* If a t t h i s corifercr.ee we cenrot achieve 

a unity of ideas wo must aehieve a t l e a s t a c laar demarcation 

of differences* 

Those whose po l i t i e s consist or srereouyped slogans and 

ollches wi l l no doubt r a i se t h e i r eyebrows when I say i t i s o 

our duty t o guide and not t o eordenn eatogorioally the —erg-

ing African nationalism. We have t o reeogni.se that in so far 

as i t i s genuinely anti-imperialism and anti-colon* a l l s * 

African Rationalism i s a progressive p o l i t i c a l force. I t i s 

only when African na t ional i se i s anti-whito* anti-coloured* 

ant i-Indian and when i t i s t i ed to the apron s t r ings of im

perialism and i s the l a t t e r ' s agent for tho eoonodc exploi 

tat ion of the colonial peopless%Ht i t has t o be condemned 

and fought* Kany v"o support the 10-Point Programme wi l l 

find l i t t l e f au l t with the reported statement by Gershor 

Collier* the Sierra Loone delegate to the All African' Peoples 

Conference new s i t t i n g In Accra* tha t*- "Self government 

as se t out in const i tu t ions cannot be a l l ve seek or desire* 

It / 
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Zt wi l l be meaningless unless i t I s accompanied "by the r e a l 

emancipation of the people from the hold of foreign economic 

domination". While t h i s statement i s progressive in so far 

as i t i s an t i - imper i a l i s t , for us in the N.15.U.K. i t i s an 

Incomplote statement of policy sinco i t does not ru le out 

the poss ib i l i t y or ospj.oitc.tion through the ir.feganous hen**-

men of impci-ialism, l i k e the Hkrumahs. To safeguard against 

such a development iw have to Implant in the minds of the 

poor peasants and workers who cons t i tn te the majority, t he 

desire .for an effect ive say in the control and di rec t ion of 

the des t in ies of t he i r countries vhich can cnly cone about as 

the r e su l t of the extension of fu l l p o l i t i c a l eo.nallty to a l l . 

Po l i t i ca l history has shown no other method of ending eeonimlo 

exploi ta t ion except through p o l i t i c a l control by the majority 

section of the population who, in a c a p i t a l i s t society are 

Inevitably the workers and the poor peasants* Or.ee the impor-

rance of p o l i t i c a l r igh t s has been driven home to the eonnon 

man, he w i l l take the necessary s teps to achieve these r i g h t s , 

and. armed with t h i s new power he w i l l proceed to put an end 

to exploi t ive re la t ionships in soc ie ty . 

These are some oJ' the theore t ica l i rp l i ca t ions of the 

10-Point ?rG£ra»?.'9 which t h i s conference has t o c lar i fy for 

the benefi t of those members of the movement who are genuinely 

seeking p o l i t i c a l enlightenment. For those who have de l ibe

ra te ly sot themselves the task of wrecking the movement from 

within more dras t ic act ion wi l l !x»ve t o ha considered. 

In conclusion l e t mo express the hope that theore t ica l 
• 

discussions, important though they a r e , will not take up too 

much of the Conference's t ime. The more v i t a l questions aff' 

ct ing the p rac t i ca l s t ru tc los of the people against po l i t i e s 

emasculation.***** 
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emasculation and economic r u i n f rus t take precedence* The 

l a rgo dolegation of peasants p resen t a t t h i s conference nust 

no t be allowed t o go away f ee l i ng t ha t t h e i r a t tendance has 

not boon vor th the t rouble and expense which i t has en ta i led* 

Let u:; the re fore s e t t l e down t o t h e business of t h i s conference 

aaaely Ut by. 13.1 lap a. morotnaat which w i l l be r e s i l i e n t and Dower-

f u l l enough t o withstand and f i n a l l y overcome HerrenvolMsY» and 

so change t h i s b o a u t i i u l l a rd o* ours rron a pr ison canp ts> a 

free soc ie ty viiei-e a l l Day l i v e with d igni ty and 3nsti©e» 



(4 
Ho liberatory movement has over bean able to gat rid of enemies and apiaa 

altogether from i ta midst. I t would be Utopian to expect that i t could, especial] 

as we know that the strength of the system res t s largely i n i ta insidious power 

over the mind and i t s power to corrupt and poison the very individuals we want to 

aee l iberated . £ut i f we cannot prevent the presence of such people, we can a t 

l eas t try to minimise their disruptive inf luence . f h i s , t h e n , c a l l s for a new 

att i tude of a ind. A special responsibi l i ty f a l l s on us to protect the movement 

against the new dangers. I t i a no longer enough ainply to declare be l i e f In and 

acceptance of the 10-Point Programme and the principle of Hon-Collaborstion. To-c 
earn 

we must demand something more from our members. People must aara^the right to 

participate in the deliberations of our conferences. Once a man or woman baa been 

in the movement for some time, we should be able to ask him of them what have 
concretely 

they done^to benefit the movement * In the l a s t s ix or twelve months, for inatanc 

what organisations have they brought within the All-African Convention? What 

individuals have they brought into their organisations? £nd in general what have 

they done to propagate the ideas of the movement and take i t a programme to the 

masses? Juiyone who cannot give us xxxmt concrete proof of h i s bona f ides 

should not be i n a posi t ion to use our platform to put forward his pet theories 

or t o trammel the discussions of Conference and prevent i t from gett ing down to 

the v i t a l tasks that face u s . 
* 

In the dark days that l i e ahead of us i t w i l l be necessary to oloae 

our ranks and keep a v ig i lant eye on our enemies from every quarter. I t i s no 

time for the expression of fac i l e hopes. Each new day brings new evidence of the 

tr ibulat ions of our people. More than aver before, the times demand from eaoh 

and every one of us ths utmost resolution, c lar i ty f thought and tenacity of 

purpose in our struggle for l iberat ion . 
Deo.1958 


