FRESTDENTIAL ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE CONFERENCE OF THE ALL AFRICAN
CONVENTION HELD AT QUEENSTOWN FROM THE EEX(THXTHE Y7th-20th.Dec,1956.

W, M. TIOTS/

We meet to=-day in the dark and ominous shadow of tensions and crises both
national and international. On the international plane the Egyptian and Hungarian
situations have brought us within the verge of the third world war. In South Africa
Non- White oppression has mainteined its awful and discordant crescendo. We have
been the victims of such a diabolical spate of discriminatory and oppressive
legislation that the minds and hearts of all of us should be moved, were it not for
the fact that our emotions and susceptibilities have by and large been petrified
and “choked with custom of fell decds,” Mass uprootings and expropriationm of Nom-
Europeans, tribalisation with its Bantuisation,and Colouredisation on the sducational
and administrative levels; the final abrogation of the Cape Coloured male vote, and
so on, ad nauseam, entitle the year 1956 to & conspicuous place in the annals of
oppression,

The orowning crisis of the year has ocourred since thie addresss was draf'ted,
Some 150 leaders of the Non-European and European organisations have been arrested
on allegations of High Treason. We are not permitted to comment on this latest
development at the present stage, but we should be failing in our duty were we not
here and now to express our misgivings, and our solidarity with the victims, no matter
what our political differences with them may be, in mo far as they are genuine
fighters with us for the national liberation of the Non-Buropsanx oppressed in
South Africa, Whatever I have said in this address by way of oriticism of the
policies and activities of the political groups or organisations to which these
unfortunate people may belong, must not be taken as an endorsement of their arrest
and incarceration.

The tansions and oriess mentioned above emphasiecs the urgent need on ths part
of the leadership of the oppressed frankly and objeotively to take stock of its
position as a leadership in order to find out whether and to what extent it is
equipped for the tasks that devolve upon it. The pressnt state of Chronic tensions
and crises must of necessity have an acutes effect not only on the morale of the
leadership but also on the nature and the direction of ite activities, #or this
reason I have decided to devote this address to & brief survey and assessment of the
growth and development of our leadership, with a view to stimulating thought and
discussion on this all=important subject. There is an additional reason why to-day
we may indulge in retrospection, take stock of ocursslves and sse whence we come
and whither we go., This year the A,A,C, has come of age. When we were a child we
may have justifiably spoken and understood as a child, but now we are a man, it
behoves us to put away childish things.

The failure of the oppressed in S.Africa to halt the sway of the ruling-
elass tyranny, the failure to build up an effective counter to Herrenvolkism, can
legitimately be amcribed to the failure of leadership. The fundamental cause of
this failure has always been, since military conquest gave way to the era of
political struggle, that the re=al control of the leadership of the oppressed ia
vested in the ruling-class,

The military defeat of the Non-Europsans automatically placed the political
control of the country in the hands of the Whites and ushered in a period of political
defeatism on the part of the Non-Whites. Whatever the political norms may have
been in the past, tx in the 20th, century the military conquest of & people does
not Jjustify their enslawement by their conquerors. Owr own countpy provides a
classic illustration of this fact, %The military conquest of the Boers by the
British at the trun of the century did not result in the political subjugation of
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the former. On the contrary, British ism not only spent millions of pounds
on the rshabilitation of the defeated Boers, but aleso roped them in as partners

in the political control of the country, snd thus gave them a stake in the
exploitation of its resources, both human and natural. Although the N tes
assisted both sides in the military conflict, they were exoluded from the™White
partnership because their role was to be that of instruments, the “domkrag”, for
producing wealth for their masters. o the Non-Whites, therefors, conquest meant
poelitical deprivation and soconomic enslavemsnt. Hence the political defeatism of
the Non-Europeans, which has led to their acceptance of inferiority and European
leadership.

It was unthinkable, of course, that the role reserved for Non-Whites should
be blatantly declaried as that of slaves. British Imperialism with its long
history of colonisation was too adept in the art of political desception to agopt
such an amatesurish course, The Non-White leadership was persuaded that the tes
merely held power as trustees for them until such time as they weres sufficlently
civilised to be admitted to rulership with the ¥hite partners. Even before Cecil
Rhodes proclaimed mithk his tongus-in-thecheek ideal of equal rights for civilised
men south of the Zambesi, Non=-Whites in the Cape had the franchise and were in
theory eligible for election to Parlisment. They were fed on hopes and illusions
that with the passage of time the ruling class would put the Black man on an equal
footing with the White man in all spheres of life and activity. ';a this day these
hopes and illusions still persist among a considerable section of "the Non-Europesan
leaders, despite numerous disappointments and clear indications of their futility,
with the result that the real leadership of the oppressed Non-Whites is still to a
large extent in the hands of the oppressors. The burden of this address is to
attempt to account for thisextraocrdinary situation because 1 am convinoed that,
unless the Non=White leadership fully understands it, it cannot begin to build up
a liberatory movemsnt capable of putting an end to kmmm Herrenvolkism, Only by such
a full appreciation followed by unconditional severing of the political arron-strings
which tie the ismimxmhim leadership of the oppressed to their oppressors, can an
independent mezvamant people's movement flourish, capable of rejecting the idea of the
inferiority of the Black man and fighting for equality, of ecl=arly formulating the
tasks facing the oppressed and devising adequate methods of struggle.

In order to understand fully the reasons for the failure of our leadership,
we have to trace its history from the beginning of the century. I can do no mors
in this address than give a bare outline. For the sake of my argument 1 shall
divide the period from 190U to 1956 artificially into six decades whioch I shall
characterise respectively as the decade of complete dependence, the decade of
disillusionment, the decade of awakening, the decade of compromise, the decade of re-
awakening or redirection and the decade of struggle. I emphasise that these
divisions are artificial and I adopt them merely because they tend to throwm into
bold relief the general outlook and development of the leadership of the oppressed
during the periods indicated.

THE DECADE OF COMPLETE DEPENDENCE.

By the end of last century the recognised leaders of the majority section of
the Non=Europeans, the Africans, were drawn from the tribal chiefs and intellectuals,
For the most part these men were leaders because they were recognised as such by the
authorities, not because they served the true interests of their people. This state
of affairs has largely persisted to this day and was accepted by the African leadership
as a whole until comparatively recent times, so that we can hardly say that an
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independent leadership of the peopls, of the workers and the peasants, has as yet
erystalised among the African people. The same can be said of the other sections of
the Non-Europeans,, but for the sake of brevity I shall conf'ine my remarks almost =
entirely to the African section.

At the turn of the century British imperialism and Dutch feudalism were
looked in bloody conflict, the prize being the ownership and control of the
Witwatersrand gold mines, If there had been an independent African leadership it
would have taken advantage of this situation and mads demands for lands and equality.
But the ffrican chiefs had already been emssculated and had become mere hirelings and
puppets of the ruling class, while the intellectuals at thes Cape, ths only province
where these oreatures were in evidence, had been lulled into a deep RipVan Winklian
slesp by the lullabies of their progenitors, them White liberals, and dreamed of the
benevolence of Great Britain with their great white Wueen, to whom they owed the
very air they breathed,

Only & few years before the outbreak of the world war, in 1894 the political
and economic destiny mf of the Black man in S, Africa had been outlined by Cecil Rhodes
on the mssxxmimn occasion of the passing of the Glen Grey Act. Ceocil Rhodes had
declared that the Africans were children who had properly been excluded from the
Government, and for whom dummies in the shape of Bungas should be manufactured.

Rhodes propsed that the Africans should be taxed so that their asdministration should
not be a burden on the White man, and also £ so as “by the gentle stimulant of the
labour tax to remove them from a lif'e of sloth and lasiness; you will thus teach them
the dignity of labour,,.It must be brought home to every Black man that in the

future nine tenths of them will h.nn to spend their lives in daily labour, in
physical work, in manual hhﬂur. K Rhodes went out of his way to insult the African
intellectusls., “Why,” he said, “ I have travelled through the Transkei... Thers are
kaffir parsons everywhers, These institutions are turning them out by the doszen,

They are turning out a dangerous clasa, They are excellent so long as the supply is
limited, but the country is overstocked with them., These people will not go back
and work and that is why I say that the regulations of these industrial schools should
be framed by the Government, otherwise thess kaffir parsons would develop into
agitators against the Goverrment,” Dr, Verwoerd might have quoted Rhodes when he in-
troduced the Bantu Education Act,

Rhodes would give himself a pat on the back if he were alive today to see how
assiducusly the majority secotion of these same intellsctuals still apply themselves to
the sucking of the dummies which he invented for their delectation and retardation.
In the light of the declarsd policy of sven the Cape Government an independent
lsadership would have used the occasion of the Boer War to meke political demands,

There is another conflict which occurred immediately efter the Boer War and of
which an independent African leadership if it existed, would have taken advantage. It
was the conflict between White capital and the White aristocracy of labour, Finance
capital having won the battle for the Witwatersrand Gold Mines, the question of the
labour supply for these mines became a burning issue, In 1905 not only did the ruling
class devise plans for the wholesale exploitation of the Blacks as cheap labour, but
owing to the urgency of thes nesed, it imported some 50,000 indentured Chinese laboursrs
to do the unskilled work. The then newly formed Labour Party with which was associated
the “White lab-ur Policy Association”, led by Cresswell supported among others by one
Patrick Duncan who later became the Governor-General of South Africa, strenuocusly oppose
this move, This conflict continued for upwarde of 20 years and finally ended in the
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compromise of 1925 with the statutory entrenchment of the colour bar in industry
significantly enough by a Labour and Nationalist Fact Government. This fight vitally
concerned the Africans and could have been turned to some advantage by a conscious and
independent Black leadership, but such a leadership was non-existent. The Black leadsrs
if they were aware of it all, regarded this confliot as the sole concern of their
masters, and they would have thought it presumptious for any of their number, to hawve
attempted to take advantage of it, There were no people's arganisations capable of
engaging in the fight, It is not surprising thersfors that the African lesaders made no
serious effort to obtain direct representation at the Nstional Convention which
established the Union of South Africa. Howewer, contacts resulting from urbanisatiom,
employment and sducation of Africans led to partial shedding of the tribal outlook

and paved the way for the formation of organisations based on an individual membership.

THE. DECADE OF DTSILLUSICNMENT,

I have characterised the second decade of the century aa the decade of disillusion-
ment of the Black leadsrs, Events tiok place during this period which gravely shook
the confidence of the Blaok wards in théir White guardisns, First of all the Act of
Union placed the Non-Whites ocutaide the body politic by depriving them of the full right
to el:ct and be elected to Parliament., Instead a snecial department of state, the
Department of Native Affaira, was created to control the lives of the Africans, In
ordsr to reassure their wards the Cape liberals, on whom fell the task of lulling the
Africans into a false aense of security, made out that the exclusion of the Africans
from the Government of the country waa merely a temporary setback, just a temporary
conosasion to the Boers, They wers able to point to the clauses in the South Africa
Act which entrenched the Cape male franchise rights of the Africans, and made loud
promises that ao far from thess rights being whittled away, they would in due courss
be sxtended to the Africans in the Northern provinces, These assurances however, did
not stop the Africans from forming the first important organisation constituted on
modern individualistic lines, The formation of the A,N.C. in 1912 was the first
outcome of disillusionment in this period, and its importance was the manifestation of
the gradual development of ikm a nationalistic as against a tribalistic consciousness
among African leaders, This did not mean, however, that the tribal outlook had
disappeared, On the contrary it has continued to exist in one form or another to thias
day, as the sequel will show, and still remains a considerable obstacle to the birth
and development of a true SBouth African nation.

Soon after its birth the Congress had to contend with the Native Land Aot of 1913,
This lew was a groat sheok to the lead:crs especially those bred in the illusory izx
tradition of the enduring milk of British justice which ocosged direotly and freely
from the expansive bosom of Queen Victoria, the Good. How could such a flagrantly
unjust piece of legislation which would and did result in untold suffering of
thousands of innocent subjects, howbeit black, of her Majesty the Queen though loang
dead, be reconciled with the justice associated with Britiah rule? Tt was no doubt
dus to the influence of the Boers from the north and a diresot and humble appesal to the
British Government would soon bring them to tnéir knees, And so vast suma of money
wers collectesd and deputations of protest ssnt to England. It is well known how thess
deputations ended in dismal failure which in turn largely coantributed to the decline
and fall of the A.N.C, It was as if their little world had fallen about the sars of
the African leaders., The milk of British juatice having apparently orematurely dried
up, they had to content themselves with the milk of a human kindness, sympathy &nd
hope which was alternatively offerred to them by the White Liberals,
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Just ad this time the first world war of 1914 broke out and SBouth Africa willy |
nilly became involved in the hostilitiess, The Government ca!led upon the African
people to joim up in defence of demooracy which it said was being threatened by German
barbarism, This was a grand opportunity for aan independant lsadership of the oppreas=4,
to call upon the peopls to refuse to participate until they had been placed on a
footing of equality with the Whites by means of suitable amendments to the South Africay
Act of 1910 and the Defence Act of 1912, the Repeal of the Colour Bar Act of 1911, the
Natives Land Act of 1913, eto,But such rewolutionary thoughts wers incapable of
entering the minde of a servile African leadership ewven though there was & considerable
section among the Whites themselves who wers for non-participation. Ewven the lackeys
of British impsrialism congregated in the so called Labour Party, with the July strikes
of 1913 and of 1914 which had resulted in the shnoting of White workers by the poliece
and the surreptitious deportation of théir lesaders by Botha and Smuts, still fresh in
their minds, had the temerity to wote againat participation in the war although this
decision was rescinded soon enough,

Not that the Labour Party would have been preparsd to make common cause with the
Africans, On the coantrary, as events wers to show later, any approacihes made by the
African leaders for a jolatcormpaign against th? war = would have led to an immediate
rescission of their resolution and whole-hearted support of the war effort., But the
very fact that the African leadership made no move to oppose the war in spite of the
exanple giveq them in that regard by the Labour and National'st Parties, is evidenoce
of its abject servility and helplesnanesa in spite of disillusiocanment. Instead the
African lsaders listensd to the oonolngs of the liberals, took up arms or rather
kerries, joined ths war and lost their lives in the Mendi and other disasters, in
order to preserve the chains that shaockled them, The liberals of o .urse saw to it
that thsy put blinkers about the syes of ths peopls by organising public celebrations
of the anniversary of the Mendi disaster in which thesy do not fall to praise the
bravery of the Africans in the face of disaster and to extol the virtuss of loyalty,
obedisnce and selfl sacrifice,

THE_DECADE_OF AWAKENING,

I ~ass on now to the decade »f awakening which followed close on the dscads of
disillusionmsnt, This period began roughly with the formatiom of the T.C,U, in 1919,
This is the period in which the African lsaders awakensd to the two fold natures of
the oppre =ion of the African pzople as workers as wsll ax membsrs of a conquered
race, Ita diatinctive characteristic is thes birth of ths African Trads Union
Movement and the development of other African organisations based on individual
membership, The T.C.", was neither a trade union nor a political party in the
commonly accepted sense of these ternma, It appealed for membersiip along racialistiec
lines and had no olearly defined organisational fore, principles or programme,
Howsver during the decade or so of its virile sxistence 1t became a power in the land,
By 1926 it had a reputsd membershdp of 100,000, Its meteoric rise and spsctacular
collapse have imprrtant political lessoas for us which I shall underline later im
this address,

T wish at this Junctures to deal with the developmsnt of & new class of Liberal,
the neoc-libaral, whoss birth dates back to this period which T have deescribsd as the
dscade of awakening. This new clasa of liberals is exerting an increasing influsnce
in “Non=European” politics and we are well advised to take stock of its geneais and
antscedantas with a visw to assessing 1ts position 1an the s-clal set up,
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I have already referred to the Labour Party and its f with the Chamber of
Mines in the course of the first quarter of this century. ing this struggle the
Labouwr Party never for one moment thought of appealing for assistance to or of
organising the masses of oppresassd African workers. "!hu was because, as Edward Roux
has put it in his book on 8.P.Bunting, the S.A, Labourfarty is not a soelalist or
sven & labour movement at all in the true sense of the word. It is essemntially a
political party of an aristocracy of labour trying to maintain a remarkably high
standard of living in face of competition from the less paid masses of Africans. It has,
therefore, been,and is,a commonplace for traditionsl liberals to join the Labour Party
and for Labour Farty “socialists” to join the Liberal Farty because both groups
oonsist of petit-bourgeois intellectuals who accept the Bovernment's polioy of White
supremacy, It is not uncommon for many ¥hits South African so-called socialists to
regard the Black man, if not with antagonism, at least with a superior feeling of
oomplete indifference.

During the #irst Great War the left-wing members in the leadership of the
Labour Farty formed what was called the International Socialist League of S, Africs,
which was a political party to preach the dootrine of Intermational soccialism. This
party in the early twenties became the Commmist Party of S.Africa, After the end
of the first Great War this “socialiss” party was so pre-occupisd with the Russian
Revolution of 1917 and its outcome that it completely forgot about the existsnce of
the oppressed African workers in its midst. In fact the ists made common cause
with the Herrenvolk when the Black Peril alarm was sounded, For exampls, im 1919 %
there was a wave of African strikes, riots and pasa burnings and as a result mk
numerous African workers were arrested and imprisoned, It so happened that at the
same time there was a strike among White municipal workers in Johannesburg, which
threatensd to spread. But as soon as the capitalists made racialistic appesals about
the Black Peril, the White workers, including the*socisliste”called off the strike,
preferring to make ocommon cause with the bosses rather than with the strijing
African workers.

In 1912 over 40,000 African mine workers came cut on strilke,as a result of
which many of them were shot dead by the poliocs, In spite of the general labour
unrest among the White toilers themselves, the African mineworkers received no support
from the White workers. Two years later 22,000 European mine workers came out on a
strike which soon degenerated into a general fightby the White workers for the
maintenance of the colour bar in industry. The “Ehglish” jingo Labour Party joined
with the Boer ware Afrikaner Nationalist Party in a virulent racialistic campaign
whose slogan was 'Por a White South Africa”, It is noteworthy that the Communist
Farty of 8, Africa supported the striks and its advocacy of a colour bar in industry,
8.P, Bunting, the moat progressive of its leaders, attempted to rationalise this
reactionaly campaign which resulted in a white racial program against Non-Eurcpeans-
in the following words: “This atrike is sometimes called a strike against the
abolition of the colour bar,....The oo bar literally as a reatriotion on Non-
Emmn workers is of course unfatr, o the extent, however, that it helps to keep
up wages and the number of thmme those drawing them, it serves the interests of
all workers, Nor would its abolition benefit mors than a mere handful of Coloureds
or Natives,” &ven when the strike of White workers developed into a revolt that was
ruthlessly suppressed by the military, which shot and killed many ¥hite workers, no
attempt was made to enlist the support of the Black workers either by the organised
labour movement or by the African leadership itself, and this despite the oft repeated
communist slogan: “Workers of the World Unite.” Instead rival meetings were called
by the intellectuals leadership of the Black and White workers which were based on
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the acoeptanoe of racial segregation.

The main interest of the Labour Party at this stage was the defsat of the
Ssuts government and for this purpose a Nationalist-La Fact was formed, to which
the C.P. gave its unqualified support. As a result the ts govermment was over-
thrown in the “general” slesction,which took place in June,1924, and the Natiomalist-
Labour Pact came into power, The new govermment lost no time in entrenching the
¥hite workers as an aristocracy of labour, by passing the Colour Bar Aot of 1925

adopting the "oivilised labour” poliocy which resulted in the sacking of Africans
in rament smployment and replacing them by Eurcpeand. It is of intereat to
note that it was this same government that passed the Native Administration Aot

which provides not only for legislation for Africans by proclamation but also
makes possible the deportation of African leadsrs without trial.

The *Native policy” of ths Nationalist-Labour Pact Government was so openly
reactionary that the C.P. was willy-nilly driven to seck a new fisld of sndsavour
and then for the Tirst time discoversd the existence of the Blaock workers. But this
new intersst immediately caused a rift in the party and some of the leading members
resigned becauss the Communists "wers running aftsr the Natives who oould not
possibly appreciats the nobls idsals of Communism,” This attitude of mind persisted
i.nthlﬂaf'. right up to the time ofits suppression by the Nat. Government, so that
the few fricans who were allowed to be members of the C.P, of South Africa before
its dissolution wers mostly mere stooges and had little or no idea of Communism.

The C,F. tried to infiltrate into the I.0,U. which was at this stage enjoying
a mushroom growth, and to capture its leadership, but they found that the traditional
1iberals of the “Joint Council” type were alrsady in control through Kadali and
were lsading the organisation along saf'e and respsotable lines, conf'ining its
aotivities to meetings, resolutions and protests, Comnetition for leaders..ip of the
Blacks on the part of the two liberal elsmesnts resulted in the expulsion of the C,P,
from the I,C,U. in 1926, Having failed to control it, the C,P, tnen began to attack
the I.C,U, and to hasten its downfall, PFrom now on it becams the policy of the C.P.
eithar %o control African organisations or falling that td kill them. When it did not
organise the Non-White people around itsell over some burning issue, 1t set up an ad
hoo body or committee in which ite own men played a leading part, It used African
leaders as its stooges and hindered the growth of Pesople's organisatiouns into a
permanent independent force., Prom now on undsr the influence of the C.P, the Afriecan
people are plunged from one® opportunist venture to another at a great cost in humen
suffering, to the slory of the C,I', of Bouth Africa,

Let it be said in favour of the Communists that they built up the Trade Union
Movement among the Non-Whites in South Africa, but here ggain by failing to realise
that <the question of organising the oppressed workers in South Africa is primarily a
national question and only sescondarily a trade union queation, thesy kopt the trads
Unions out of politics and thua weakensd ths libsratory struggle to such an sxtent
that when the sword of Democles ever hanging over the heads of the African trade union
Movenment finally struck the blow it was powerless to defend itself and now lies
prostrate on the goound before its bloodthirsty assailants, The C.P, itself was
outlawed and it disappeared from the scene without being able to strike a single blow
in self defence,

I have dealt at length with the genesis of the neo=liberals now clustered in
organisations like the Congress of Demoarats and sxerting an influsnce in Non-Furopesan
politics because I am of opinion that our leadership should know this history in ordsr
to understand and appresciate their historical background and position in socieiy which

determine their present politieal role,
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We may sum up the position during the d=cads of awakening as follows:

1. The African leaders began to realkse that the African people wers oppreassd as
workers as well as by reason of race,and discovered that the strike weapon was more

powerful than the conciliatory method of humble regquests and deputations.

2, The leadership was, howsver, without any guiding principles and re-acted to
White racial emotionalism with Black racia]l emotionalism,

3, White liberals of the traditiional missionary type, as well as the “socialist”
liberals, sought to and did capturs the lsadership in order to guid it along lines
which dtdmetxdiximzk would not disturb the social set-up of White capital and
Black labour,

L. Petty rivalries among the leaders, fomented by the liberals, misappropriation of
funds, the infiltration of Government sples and agent prowvecatsurs, the abssnce of
a principled basis of struggle and a olear programme of aotion all combined to
bring about the downfall of ihk& people's movement whioch had potentialities,

THE DECADE OF COMPROMISE,

For practically ths whole of the first half of this period political leadsrship
of the Africans took French leave, ¥ Only the dummy institutions of the Sovermment,
the Bungas and ths Advisory , flourished, To Bmuts and Hertsog thers seemed
no point in perpetuating the division of the Herrenwvolk parties in the current state
of Non-Buropean political impotence, Moreover, S Africa was so effectively tied wp
with Britain that there was no longer any danger of a sgecessionist move on the part
of the Boers, They therefore formed the Pusion Government for the purpose of
ensuring the permanent enslavement of the Blacks and introduced the notorious
Hertzog Nativa Bills.

They overlooked the fact,however, that the disorganisation of the #frican
peonle was dus to the failure of leadership and not to the acceptance of Herrenvolkisa
by the vast majority of ths people. In the absence of any organisation mf capable
of calling the people together, a few leadsrs summoned the first meeting of the
All-African Convention for Jume,1935. 500 delegates attendsd, representing every
stratum of the country and the Proteotorates, This meeting still remains the moat
representative political gathering of Africans ever held thls century, whatever the
distorters of history among us would like us t» believe to the contrary, The theme
of the Oonference was unity of purpose and unity of struggle. A unanimous resolution

was pa~sed rejecting the Bills and the leads s were asked to inform the Government
accordingly.

But the liberals also attended the A _A.C, Conference, for the specific purpose
of assuming the leadership and dirscting the movement along innocuoug lines. They
offered the A,A.C, Exscutive every assistance and the upshot was the acceptance of the
'u-:npruuint’" of 1936 whereby the leadsrs agreed, without reference to the people who
had ment them, to operate ths Act on the Liberal inspired principle that “half a loaf
is better than no bread”, We need not go fully into the political reasons for this
Compromise, They ars well set out in I,B, Tabata's book “The Awakening of a People,”
Mr, Tabata corrsctly states that the leadsrs flouted the 1935 decisions and got away
with it becauss the real control of the leadership was in the hands of Hertsog - Smuts,
This is the burden of my argument in this address. I quote, “The chain of coanection
from the Herrenvolk party leaders through the Liberals to the African lesaders and
thence to the people is complete,..The masses as we have said, looked to the
intellectuals to be their leaders and spokesmen, They had long been accustomed to
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glving their allegiance to this or that particular lsadsr because of his personality
and prestige, Even when they joinesd an organisation they usually did so bscause their
particular heroes were in it. They were never taught to discriminate between
organisations according to the principless for which they stood and the policy which
they advocated. Consmequently the organisations themsslves did not find it necessary
to define precisely their principles and their policies, Thie was an inheresnt weakness
thes dangers of which only a erilsis would fully reveal,

“In the abssnos of clearly-dsfined principles, the dan ers wers many and varied,
Firstly, it placed no check on the leaders and gave fres scope for opportunism, that
enemy of principle without which a sustalned struggzle is impossiblc, that canker which
has infected the political sctivity of the Africans and taken such heavy toll of our
organisations in the past., Ss=scondly, the people themsslves, lacking a guiding
princinle, had no clear directives for action and no touchstons with which to measure
and correctly assess the political actiona of their leaders,

“Tt 1= not surprising that it was difficult for the people to have a political
measuring-rod, ,shen the leaders themsslves wers untaught and untrained to thewse
necessitiea, Before thes leaders could communicate these qualities to the masses they
themselves had to brsak with the liberals and free themselves from their intellectual
stranglehold, WFor proper leadership presupposes indspendence of thought and clarity
of vision es well as intellectual inteyrity and moral courage, Under such conditions
the people wers exposed to pressures from an enemy class, to influsnce now from one
seotion of the Herrenvolk and now from another,”

T make no apology for quoting this passags from Mr., Tabata's book fully, because
it provides a clear statemsnt of the political differsace betwsen ths A,A.C, and its
sister organisations in the Unity Movement on ths on® hand and the Congressess on the
other hand, Mors about thia later,

The most important politiocal event during this decads was undoubtedly the
eptablishment of the A.A,C., as t® nermanent national orgaiisation of the African
people with which all other organisations should affiliate, However much it may
smbarrass the sectarians and disrupters in the ranks of the non-Europsans libsratory
movement the A A,C, is the legitimate offapring of the unanimous will of the people,
the symbol and the vehicles »f the unity which they sarnestly desire and must achieve
as a pracondition to their national liberation, The federel form of organisation was
deliberately designed to facilitate the unity of the people as a whole without
sacrificing the imdentity of political parties and groups among them, Again T quote
from Mr, I,%, Tabata's booki=-

“The problem was to orsate & mouthpisce for the whole of the African people, &
forum from which their wvoice could be heard, It was obvious that no single party could
fulfil this task, A mingle political party cannot repr2eent a whole coammunity or race
for the mere faot of belonging to the same race has nothing to do with a man's
political affiliations. In any community p=ople share different political ideas
ranging from the extreme left to the extreme right, with all shades of leftists,
centrists and conservatives in between, These must naturally fall into their various
political groupings or parties. Any attempt, thersfore, to form & unitary political
organisation orx party was doomed to fail,. PFurther, no one party could claim to
represent tribalists, nationalists, internationalists and liberals end at the same time
integrate and attend to the specific tusks of industrial workers, {arm labourers,
peasants, prof'essionsl classes, stoc, Yet the very crux of the problem was to find a
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form of organisation which would meet the demands arising out of ‘he two-fold
oppresaion = national onpression and clasa exploitation, The problem was to find a
means of integrating a:d co-ordinating the national struggle with the struggles of the
people striving to defend themsslves against exploitation in their respective fields ot
labour, It was this objective fact, along with the particular stage of development
reached by the psople at the time, which dictated the form of organisation required,”

Again I say I make no apology for this long quotation, I wventure to say it would
help the struggle trememdously il we would ateep ourselves in the fundamental literature
of our movement and bear in mind that the political theory and experience derived from
the circumstances of other countries have to be modified to suit ths particular
conditions obtaining in our country, and the stage of political development which we
have reached,

For thoase who think that our defeace of the fedsral structurs of our organisation
is an afterthought and the rationalisation of a false theoretical position in which
we find ourselves, let me quote from & letter which Dr, Yergan wrote from America to
the Coafersncs of the A,A.C, in 1936 t=

“Y am more than convinced that our chisf need now, as was trus a year agzo, is to
build up a ,people's movement, By this I mesan to make possible the largest amount of
united action on the part of our people in South Africa, This means clearly that our
tack 18 t» continue in our effort tn fedsrate exisiing orpanisations.,.Ws must let
nothing stand in the way of making it posaible for thes lsadera of the various
organisations to sse thz importance snd desirability of united action as will be made
possible by a federation of the existing organisations.”

The relationship betw=sn the form of organisation and its political ou*look i=s
well brought out by a comnarison of the above qu ted stutements with a statement made
by one of the A.{.C,'s culsf spikesmen and thsorsticians on the occarion of the joint
AAC,=i N ,C, Executive meeting held in April 1949. I quote -

“The most ef sctive way of appealing to the Africans as people suffering
oppresalon was to appeal to them on the basis of colour, We could only mect
oppreasion br organising on the basis of African Nationalism. This presupposes a
unitary organisation, The advantages of such an organisation were that we would be
able to mobilise the majority of the people in a language that they could understand,
Secondly thers o-uld be no contradictions within the body caused by groups which may
place certain interpretations on certain principles because of differences in political
outlook, There was & grave danger in admitting differeat groups in the same organ-
isation, particularly when major decisions have to be made,..¥e must appeal to
Afriocans as such to unite as Africans,”

Hers we see a sinister, but for us a revealing combination of a racialist and a
bursaucrat, of a Tshaze and & Stalin, who will brook no deviation from the standarde
ised outlookx and views of a monolithic party created or maintained for the control and
regimentation of a whole psople. Such ldeas ars anathema to our movement,

Hot the least important rssult of the “compromise” of 1936 and the opesration of
the 1936 Slave Acts, was the entrenchment of the liberals in the leadership of the
oppressed Africans, From now on the political destinies of the Africsn people are
by their own delibe - rats actions entrusted to the White liberals, the so-called®
*Native Repressatatives” and the highest political honour of the African leadsrs is to
bs labelled “N.7.C.7.
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The spirit and resistance on thvput of the Africsn people which had manifested
fteelf in the firat A.A.C. Confersnce now gave way to compromise and collaboration,
and inconsequence the A.A.C, entered into a period of descline, To make matters
worss, the AN.C, leadsrship gradually broke away from the other organisstions united
in the AALC, and in defiance of ths people's will proclaimed itself as the national
mouthpiece of the African people. In this it was, and still is, supported by the
Herrenvolk and its liberal press. Just as they had dons in the case of the I1.C.U. the
liberals encouraged the disintegration of the A.A.C, so that it was all that it
could do to exist. The result was that another golden opportunity to make demands
for political rights was d,

In 193§ the Second World War broke out, and owing to the lack of a powerful
organisation with an independent leadsrship, 'l:hl African people wers drswn into the
hostilities, as had been done in the 1914-18 war, with never a thought of what they
would derive from partioipation on the war, Ths fact that the Pusion Govermment
split on the war issus, with the Natiomalists under Hertzog opposing participation
in the war, did not give ideas to owr leadsrs, as it certainly would have done if they
had not been under the politiul tutelage of the ruling class,

'I'hl war had the -ﬂ'-ut uf rtiuing the hopes of the oppressed all over the world
that their emancipation was at hand. Liberatory idsas began to spread from the
East into Africa and the Non-Buropeens in S.Africa also felt the impact of thosd ideas,
The ruling cless was alarmed and ministers of state began to vie with one another
in making promises of sooial reform. But when the danger of a Japanese invasion
recedsd, the Herrenvolk forgot its promises and not only reverted to, but also
intensified, its old repressive policies. The Non-Muropeans, howsver, wesre not
prepared to i accept the old relationahip and the leadership began to reassess its
position and redirect its stepa., It was at this time that the Coloured peopke formed
the Anti-C.A,D, Movement, which, together with the re-orientated All-African Coavention,
E::'lﬁ a leading role in this new awakening and set the fashion in political ideas,
e was A sharp break with the past characterissd mitik by the rejection of the
inferiority of the Black man, by the demand for full equality, the clear formulation
of the tasks facing the oppressed and the realisation of the indivisibility of
oppression, and the working out of new methods of struggle. The most importand
political achisvements of thie time were the formation of' the Non-Lurcpean Unity
Movement (N.E,U.M,) XKD THX PEACTHE GENCTHEGMLINTEALCK TR TECLI X QUUORY DIR TREX HXRISIX
and the placing of the political struggle on a principlsd basis so as, inter alia,
to avoid one section of the oppressed using the other ssction to achieve its own
ssotional enda, The leadsrship of the N.F,U.M, resolved that loose unity or ad hoc
combinations decided upon from time to time were not acceptable since they would opén
the door wide for opportunism, A programms of minimum demands, the 10-point prograume,
was evolved and this still remains the basis of unity, Principle replacsd opportunism
and leadership replaced individual leadsrs, The leaderahip realised that thers wers
two irreconcilable sets of ideas, those of the rulers and thoss of the oppresssd, and
whoever propagated the ideas of the ruling class, no matter what the colour of his skin
was & traltor to ths ca.se of the oppressed. Colour ceassd to be the test of belonging.
It was replaced by political methods of assessment, namely the acceptance or rejection
of equality, of trusteeship and inferiority.

In this way the All-African Convention and its acsociated organisations laid a
firm foundation for the building up of an indepsndent non-European lsadership and
cleansed ite ranks of liberals, quislings and opportunists, Heacsfortn tnese geatry
gra.itated towarda the A N.C, where they wsare and still are wardly welcomed,
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The magnitude of the political progress initiated by the A.A.C, and the Ant.-
G.A.D, at this time can be sesn by contrast with the activities of t.e Congress during
the same period, Instead of embarking on an independent path, the A N,C, became the
haven of all sorts of opportunists and time-servers who led it headlong from one
political stunt to another with hruth—tl.lcing rapidity. We need only mention a feow of
these stunts; The MR, t‘.’: inspired *Boyostt from within” campaign and the African
National Congress; th! “National Anti-pess Campaizn”, and “Votes for all Assembly”,
the 8.A.1.C. inlrpi.rld “Doctors' Uanity Pact” and so on ad 1nﬂnit:.m up to the latest
Liberal insrired “National Coanvention on the Tomlinson Report”. It has been well said
that in politics whoever ceases to reprsseat the true iﬂtll'lltl of his oppressed
people wittingly or unwittingly becomes a t ol of those sections of sociesty who
consciously serve the interests of the oppressor, o greater proof of the truth of
this theory can be found than the “ongress stunts referrsd to above., It is no excuss
that these may have been undertaken in an hnest and sincere effort to end oppression
becauae according to another pslitical truism: “He who acts as an agent of a class
other than his own may or may not be sincere, But this does not affect his objdotive
function. What does matter - and this is the only measuring rod - is the result, the
effects of a leader's actions on society. The only pertinent question is ; Wheo
benefits from his words and actions2”

@wing to the compromise and desertions of' its leaders, the A.A,C, was weak at the
beginning of thia descade, but the rejectiomn of the old road of trusteeship gave new
life to the organisation and it grew from weakness to strength and became a force to
reckon with, Realising its potentialities the Herrenvolk and its agents made wvain
attempts to destroy it, It opened its door wide not only to African organizations bui
to all organisations provided they accepted the lO-point programme, the Policy of
Non-Collaboration, non-Europsan unity on a principled bsasis and the fedsral structurs
af tha arganisation,

These 4 points to this day distinguish the N.E,U.M, from the Congress movement anu
it is imperative that we should know precisely what they mean, This is all the more
necessary since the Congresses which originally opposed ~ur policy now pay lip service
to it, only to debase it, Twelve years ago the S,A,.I,C, refussd to be associated with
the N.E .UM, because the MIXYMN N,.X,U.M, gave pride of place in its programme to the
demand flor the full franchise whereas the S.A.I.C, was coomitted to a policy of
compromise whereby the Indian leaders accepted the comminal vote for the Indian people,
Today the same 5 A,I,C, makes it arpear that it is fighting for equality, Six years
ago the A,N,.C, was openly tribalistic and collaborationist and advocated a monolithioc
party. I have already referrsd to the statement made by one of ite theoreticians at
the joint Executive metting in 1949, At that same mesting Congress leaders opposed
non-collaboration and advocated participation in the Bungas and Advisory Boarda, Today
this same Congress purpcrts to accept nonsBuropean unity and to oppose co.laboration,

The S,A.C.P.0, is the bastard child of the C.A.D, which is the very negation of
equality, yet the 3,A.C.P, ), is associated with the Congrees in the apparsnt demand
for the full franchise,

Qur ideas have become fashionsble and the reactionsries ars compelled to use our
language in order to catch the sar of the masses, but when the time comess for words to
be translated into action no change of ocutlook is evident. Inatead we perceive a
debasement of the ideas and principles which, thanks te our movement have now bscome
common currency among thes politically conscious, This development imposes on us a
duty to be on our guard against the contamination of ow' ideas and the misleadership
of the masses of our people, This leads me to a consideration of the present decads,
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THE DECADE OF STRUGGLE.

Towards the end of the last decade the Afrikaner Nationalists got into power,
They made it quite clear from the outset that all Non-Whites could never be placed on
a basis of squality with the Whitea, and that they had to be disciplined to accept
this position whether they like it or not, To suit the action to the word, the
Nationalist Governmen: has, within the short space of 8 ysars of its rule, passed
numsrous laws whose effect is not only to relegate the Black man to an inferior
position in society, but also to shut his mind from the stream of progressive world
ideas and literally to lash him with the sjambok should he dare to give expression to
liberatory ideas, No layesr of society has bsen left outaids the laager of regimentation
The peasants, the workers and the intellectuals have all come within the ambit of a
ferocious whipclap, The only Non-Whites who are acceptabke to the Afrikaner Herresnvolk
ars the “skepssls” who know trneir place and who harbour mo silly notions of squality.

The indiscriminate lashing out of the Nationalists has had the effeot of
antagonising slements which, though they accept European lesadership, are appalled by
the blatant and brutal methods of its Afrikaner champions, These slesments ars even
now by way of clubbing together against the common embarracssment, and it is useful to
know their identity. PFirst of all there is the official opposition consisting of the
United Party and ths Labour Party, Their Herrenvolk attitude= towards the Black man is
too well known to require repetition hers, Then there are the White liberals,
intellectunls of the traditional or missionary type. Their role as mediators between
Black and White on the basis of baaskap is becoming increasingly difficult, so much so
that they hawve now broken away from the United Party and have formed a party of their
own called the Liberal Party and they hope thereby to regain their leadership of the
Blacks,

Then there are the Coloursd snobs of §,A,C.P,0, who dally thank God and Strydom
that they ares not as the *Nativis” are, and whose stern al nightmare is lest they be
classif'ied as Blaocks,

Next in the row you will find the rich merchants to whom the embodiment of all
evil is the Group Areas Act which endangers their wealth, They can never forget that
this obnoxious Act was passed by the Nationalist Governent. Their tool is the
S.A.1.C,

Finally you have the Blec. intellectuals who pride thsmsclves in being the products
of missionary endeavour, Led by the ex-M.R.C.'s they have found a resting place in
the A,N.C.

All the above groups accept white domination or leadership as it is now
euphemistically described, whether they want to know it or not. BSave for the first
two, namely the U,P, and the Labour Party, they are for the most part petit-bourgsois
intellectuals who have no roots among the masses of the people, whom they fear and
despise., Their common aim is to overthrow the nationalist Goverament so that a leas .
fascistic and more “demooratic” Herrenvolk Government can take its placs and all their
sfforts are dirscted towards this end, They all look to the white slectorates and the
Nat.Government for their salvation, and if now and again they smbroil the Non-Europsany
masses in their struggles, it is as a lever, threat or demonstration to impress upon
the White elesctorates the neced for a change of Government to ensurs White domination
and economic smecurity against the eventuality of its wviolent overthrow by hordes of
Black savages, Once the masses overplay the.part alloted to them, their incitors
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disavow them and quickly rally to the forces of order and good Bovernment. Hence

you have your opportunistic adventures which were either organised by the above
elements and groups or else received their support within certain limits., such
stunts, however, apparsntly militant, do not represent a change of outlook on the part
of the Non=-White leadership. jhere they are not a fraudulent demonstration of strengtl
for the benefit of the ruling class, they are meresly recruiting rallies,

The decade of strugule is now six years old, and during that time the Qongresst
and the liberals have organised and participated in joint stunts which, as we have
already indicated, were not really aimed at achieving democratic righta. Their latest
stunt, the national confsrence convened by Xdmmpf Idamf, +++
has strengthensd the bonds of frisndship amongst them, $o the liberals - as indeed to
the whole Herrenvolk - the success of the Confersnce lay in the modesrate tone of its
rescolutions. The liberals are highly gratified, not only because they were allowed
to attend this conflersnce as of right, but also because t were able to guide it
along safe channels. The very natures and purpose of the erence limited its scope
to adopt any urgent or drastic measures and therefore ensured in advance that the timsx
liberals would not be committed to any immediate or drastic motion, It is significant
that such a e was not called on the Bantu Education Aot whoaes immediate

t muoh more keenly by the masses of the people than the utopia
of the inson Report. So reassured have been the liberals by the ®success” of the
Idamf Conf'erenocs that they are now urging their Black disociples to oconwvens a multi-
racial conference at which they guarantee the attendance not only of their parties
but also that of the opsnly reactionary Herrenvolk partiss, namsly the Labour Party
and the United Party via the Black Sash Movement. As a matter of interest theres are
already in existence in Johannesburg and in Hurban oivic vigilance Goamittees
composed of representatives mf from the Congresses and the above Herrenvolk parties,
whoae methods of struggle consist of making repreasentations t» the respective city
councils,

The proposed multi-racial coaference will only kexxfiext be the firat step
torards the oreation of a permanent liason between the Congresses and the Herrenvolk
parties; for to be “an effective fighting front against oppressive laws and measures
of the Government, more is required than just thinking on specific campaigns,”says
Patrick Duncan, national organiser of the Liberal Party. continues: “The Liberal
Party, within a few days of the Ministers' Conference at Bleomfontein, sent a lstter
to the sxecutive of Idamf pledging full support for their idea of & multi-racial
conf'erence to follow that one, Mr., Duncan proposes as a basis of unity of these groups
“the largest possible participation b all racial groupes on thes programme of
opposition to White domination, on the basis of the establishment of full democracy.’

It should be clear to all of us by now that what the libsrals are aiming at,
and are by way of achieving, thanks to the collaboration of the Uongresses and their
appendage,Tdamf, ia the corsation of a rival unity movement whioh will cetensibly €ight
for full demooratic rights, whereas the objsotive effeot will be the perpstuation of

segragation and Mon-White inferiority. This “unity movement” of theirs will be a
glorified Institute of Race Relations.

Needless to say, thess Herrenvolk moves are fraught with danger for our
Movement., Unless we can point to the record of the liberals, both traditional and ®
“socialist”, and are able to plawe them where they belong in the politiocal set-up of
the country, i¥ is going to be difficult to nail them when they apparently adopt our
programne and express our ldsas, We have to be careful that they do not take the
initiative from us and put us on the defensive. Already we are being acocused of being
racialists, not only by the liberals, but also by the ultra progressive k idealists

+++(Idamf = Interdenominational African Ministers' Federation.) and,.
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and utopians because our Unity Movement is called "Non-European”, although we have made
it clear over and over again that Whites are not excluded from joining our
organisations on the basis of the 10*Point Prog;m.. We need not waste our breath
on these political babies who already see the “imminent collapse of the colour bar”

from the vantage point of their iwvory towers, We refuse to have any truck not oanly
with Whites but also with Blacks who do not in fact accept equality.

We have to be careful, however, that we do not Justify the accusation of

racialism 33 using terms indiscriminately and carelessly; words like “quisling” and
¥ ares not swear words to be mmmdximdtmewiminxisly appled to anyone we do not
like, Although it may seem elementary, it is necessary to state and restate that it
is not correct to dssaribe all White men as the Herrenvolk, or to call sveryons whoss
political ideas differ from ours, a quisling. We have to maintain the purity of our
ideas by using the words which convey these ideas acourately and with disorimination,
We fight oppression and those who are responsible for it, not Europsans as a race,
We fight also those in our ranks who aid and abet onpression. The fact that we

primarily as Non-Europeans is forced on us by the historical and social
conditions peouliar to our country, whioch may be summed up in the term “segragation”
or "apartheid, whereby the Herrenvolk have artifioially cresated a Europsan block as
against a Non-Buropean block and have for centuriss been whipping up racial
emotionalism so as to divide not only Black and te but alsoc Non-Whites themselves
in the interest of sconomic exploitation., Let us not deceive ourselves by imagining
that we can overcome racialism merely by ignoring its existence. We ignore a discase
at the risk of our life. We have to bring the xamitky reality of racialism even to
those who honestly, or frmmidsmilyy fraudulently, gloss it over and so avoid fecing the
fact that it is an insidious motivating factor in their lives and a serious handicap to
their political growth and consequently ym to their wholehearted partiocipation in the
liberatory struggle., These people must be compelled to see themselves as they ars,
mere racialists masquerading under a false intellectual progressivism. Their loud
protestations to the contrary only reveal their intellectusl dishonesty. The serpent
of racialism, which they honestly fear but which hypotnises them now and again into
reactionary utterances and actions, muat be brought before them and they must face it
squarely and consciously struggle to overcome it. Only the awarensss of ths naturs
of the disease can lead to proper steps for its cure being taken, and preventive
measures adopted against its recurrence,

We have to emphasise the commufity of interests of those who are racially
oppreesed in ordsr to wage the ocommon fight against racial oppression. At the same
tims, we have to keep in mind that fundsmentally our oppression is sconomic and that
thers are thousands of Europesans who are also the victims of scomomio exploitation,
and many others who, though not themselves sxploited, yet are aware of the naturs of
oppression and are genuine fighters with us against it. All these White people, if
they are not alrsady in our ranks, are pojtential allies and we must, without
prejudicing our principles, take steps draw them to our movement. We fight for the
equality of all races and all psople. us the term *Non-European” has a political
and not Jjust a raciil or geographical connotation.

I have described this decade as the decads of struggle, but so far I have
referred to the opportuniatio and ill-dirscted strugglea of our opposition. However,
that must be taken to mean that we have been idle, On the contrary, we have among ua
to-day casualties of this fight for liberty. I refer particularly to the dismissed
teachers, to our Hugo Saliwa and Dr, Limbada, fhe fact that they are still with us,
despite the pain and hardships which they have had to endure, is & tribute not only to
their courage and singlemindedness, but also to the appeal which our ideas can have
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to all genuine fighters, However, the purposz of this addrssa is not to sing the
praiass of our movemsnt and our fighteras, but to underline the comparative failure,
or at lesast the insffectiveness, of Bon-White leadership and to take our fair ahare
of ths blams. Ihw lesdsrship of our movemsnt im still very largely in the hande of
the intellectuals, many of whom are qulte young, It 1s only when we have leadsre of
the workers and the psesants among us on a large and repressntatlve soals, when our
:';'i have perusated every stratum of samimtx cur scocisty and are thes OocnmOn propsrt ¥
opproased, that we osn bomat that we hawve bullt up & populsr movemsat.
T am suwre that it 1s the wiah of all of us that thia grest snd glorious day may oome
soon, It im up to us to sxplidites the advent of the time whes the pesople's movement
oan face up to thy tremendous tesk of liquidating Herrenvolk cppresslon. %o thie
end, then, we sust bend all our recources in the full realisation of the fact that
only those who are prepared to lay down their lives for frasdoc dessrve to win it.
Br the look of thinges our opportunity is st hand, but we sbhall not be sgual to the
occasion unleas we throw cursolvea wholeheartedly into the struggzlae,

And wo, in the gathwring gloom, I =z ocall upon you individusally and
dollectively as & asotion of the leadars of the oppresmed, to examine ycursslvea
olossly and to esquip yoursslvss from the Confarsnce of the All-ftfrican Sonveation,
this arsenal of liberatory ideaa, for the tremendous etruggle that is ahead of us,

t us naver be dsunted, mtk what though the odds are grsat and the snsmy 1z ruthlesa,
ia Joy ia living snd in dying for & rightsous cause. Lot us adopt aa our motto)
“For us to live is to bs free,”

“If wo muak die = 1»t it not be like wmh hogs,
Hinted and paoned in an inglorious spot,
¥hile round us bark ths mad and hungry dogs
Making thair mook at our soocurséd lot,
If wa oust dle -oli, let us ncbly die,
So that our precious blood may not be ahed
In valn, Than even the monaters we defy
Will be conptrainsd tc honour us though dead!
h, kinsmen! we pust weat the comnon fos;
hough far cutnunbered, let us show ua brave,
And for their thousand blows desl one deatheblow!
¥hat though before us liss the zrave?
Liks men we face ths murderous, cowardly paodi,
Fressed to the wall,dying, but fighting bmcikl
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