
RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE CONFERENCE OF THE ALL APRICAK 
CONVENTION HEID AT QUEERSTOWN FROM THE JfiEOKIHXIfflC l 7 t h - 2 0 t h .Dec.1956. 

We meet t o -day in the dark and ominous shadow of t e n s i o n s and c r i s e s bo th 
n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l . On the i n t e r n a t i o n a l p l ane the Egypt ian and Hungarian 
s i t u a t i o n s have brought us w i t h i n the verge of the t h i r d wor ld w a r . I n South Afr ica 
Non- White oppres s ion has ma in t a ined i t s awful and d i s c o r d a n t c r e s c e n d o . We have 
been the v i c t i m s of such a d i a b o l i c a l spa te of d i s c r i m i n a t o r y and oppres s ive 
l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t the minds and h e a r t s of a l l of us should be moved, were i t n o t f o r 
the f a o t t h a t our emotions and s u s c e p t i b i l i t i e s have by and l a r g e been p e t r i f i e d 
and ' choked w i th custom of f e l l d e a d s . " Mass up roo t ings and e x p r o p r i a t i o r m of Non-
Europeans , t r i b a l i s a t i o n w i th i t s B a n t u i s a t i o n , a n d C o l o u r e d i s a t i o n on the educa t iona l 
and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l e v e l s ; the f i n a l a b r o g a t i o n of the Cape Coloured male v o t e , and 
so on , ad nauseam, e n t i t l e the yea r 1956 t o a conspicuous p lace i n the a n n a l s of 
o p p r e s s i o n . 

The crowning c r i s i s of the yea r has o c c u r r s d s ince t h i s a d d r e s s was d r a f t s d . 
Some 150 l e a d e r s of the Non-European and European o r g a n i s a t i o n s have been a r r e s t e d 
on a l l e g a t i o n s of High Treason , We a r e not p e r m i t t e d t o comment on t h i s l a t e s t 
development a t the p r e s e n t s t a g e , b u t we should be f a i l i n g i n our duty were we not 
h e r e and now t o expres s our m i s g i v i n g s , and our s o l i d a r i t y w i th the v i c t i m s , no m a t t e r 
what our p o l i t i c a l d i f f e r e n c e s w i th them may b e , i n so f a r a s they a r e genuine 
f i g h t e r s w i th us fo r the n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n of the Non-fcuropeans oppressed in 
South A f r i c a , tfhatsver I have s a i d in t h i s addres s by way of c r i t i c i s m of the 
p o l i c i e s and a c t i v i t i e s of the p o l i t i c a l groups o r o r g a n i s a t i o n s t o which t h e s e 
u n f o r t u n a t e people may b e l o n g , must not be t aken a s an endorsement of t h e i r a r r e s t 
and i n c a r c e r a t i o n . 

The t e n s i o n s and c r i s e s mentioned above emphasise the u r g e n t need on t h e p a r t 
of the l e a d e r s h i p of the oppressed f r a n k l y and o b j e c t i v e l y t o take s tock of i t s 
p o s i t i o n a s a l e a d e r s h i p i n o rde r t o f i n d out whether and t o what e x t e n t i t i s 
equipped fo r the t a s k s t h a t devolve upon i t . The p r e s e n t s t a t e of Chronic t e n s i o n s 
and c r i s e s must of n e c e s s i t y have an a c u t e e f f e c t not on ly on the morale of the 
l e a d e r s h i p b u t a l s o on the na tu re and the d i r e c t i o n of i t s a c t i v i t i e s . £or t h i s 
r ea son I have decided t o devote t h i s a d d r e s s t o a b r i e f survey and assessment of the 
growth and development of our l e a d e r s h i p , w i t h a view t o s t i m u l a t i n g thought and 
d i s c u s s i o n on t h i s a l l - i m p o r t a n t s u b j e c t . There i s an a d d i t i o n a l r ea son why to -day 
we may indu lge i n r e t r o s p e c t i o n , take s t o c k of o u r s e l v e s and see whence we come 
and w h i t h e r we g o . Th is yea r the A.A.C. has come of a g e . When we were a c h i l d we 
may have j u s t i f i a b l y spoken and unders tood a s a c h i l d , b u t now we a r e a man, i t 
behoves us t o put away c h i l d i s h t h i n g s . 

The f a i l u r e of the oppressed i n S .Af r i ca t o h a l t the sway of t h e r u l i n g -
o l a a s ty ranny , the f a i l u r e t o b u i l d up an e f f e c t i v e counte r t o Herrenvolklsm, can 
l e g i t i m a t e l y be a s c r i b e d t o the f a i l u r e of l e a d e r s h i p . The fundamental cause of 
t h i s f a i l u r e has always been, s i n c e m i l i t a r y conquest gave way t o the e r a of 
p o l i t i c a l s t r u g g l e , t h a t the r e a l c o n t r o l of the l e a d e r s h i p of the oppressed i s 
v e s t e d i n the r u l i n g - c l a s s . 

The m i l i t a r y d e f e a t of the ^on-Europeans a u t o m a t i c a l l y p l aced the p o l i t i c a l 
c o n t r o l of the country in the hands of the Whites and ushered i n a p e r i o d of p o l i t i c a l 
defea t i sm on the p a r t of the Non-Whites. Whatever t h e p o l i t i c a l norms may have 
been in the p a s t , tsm i n the 2 0 t h . c en tu ry the m i l i t a r y conquest of a people does 
n o t j u s t i f y t h e i r enslavement by t h e i r conque ro r s . Our own oountjy p r o v i d e s a 
c l a s s i c I l l u s t r a t i o n of t h i s f a c t , fhe m i l i t a r y conquest of the Boers by the 
B r i t i s h a t the t r u n of the cen tu ry d id not r e s u l t in the p o l i t i c a l sub juga t i on of 
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the former. On the contrary, Br i t i sh Imperialism not only spent mil l ions of pounds 
on the rehabi l i ta t ion of the defeated Boers, but a lso roped them in as partners 
In the po l i t i c a l control of the country, and thus gave them a stake In the 
exploitat ion of i t s resources, both human and na tu ra l . Although the Ion-Whites 
ass i s ted both sides in the mi l i tary confl ict , they were excluded from thenrhite 
partnership because thei r ro le was to be that of instruments, the "domkrag", for 
producing wealth for thei r masters* %o the Non-Whites, therefore, conquest meant 
p o l i t i c a l deprivation and economic enslavement. Hence the p o l i t i c a l defeatism of 
the Non-Europeans, which has led to the i r acceptance of in fe r io r i ty and European 
leadership. 

I t was unthinkable, of course, that the role reserved for Non-Whites should 
be b la tan t ly deolarmad as that of s laves . Br i t i sh Imperialism with i t s long 
history of colonisation was too adept in the a r t of p o l i t i c a l deception to adopt 
such an amateurish course* The Non-White leadership was persuaded that the Whites 
merely held power as t rus tees for them un t i l such time ae they were suff ic ient ly 
c iv i l i sed to be admitted to rulershlp with the White pa r tne r s . Even before Cecil 
Rhodes proclaimed mxtR his tongue-in-tb>oheek ideal of equal r igh t s for c iv i l i sed 
men south of the Zambesi, Non-Whites In the Cape had the franchise and were In 
theory e l ig ib le for elect ion to Parliament. They were fed on hopes and i l lus ions 
tha t with the passage of time the rul ing class would put the Black man on an equal 
footing with the White man In a l l spheres of l i f e and a c t i v i t y . To th is day these 
hopes and I l lus ions s t i l l pe rs i s t among a considerable section of ' the Non-European 
leaders , despite numerous disappointments and clear indications of thei r f u t i l i t y , 
with the r e su l t that the real leadership of the oppressed Non-Whites i s s t i l l to a 
large extent in the hands of the oppressors. The burden of th is address i s to 
attempt to account for this extraordinary s i tuat ion because I am convinced tha t , 
unless the Non-White leadership fully understands i t , i t cannot begin to build up 
a l lberatory movement capable of putting an end to tarn Herrenvolkism. Only by such 
a fu l l appreciation followed by unconditional severing of the po l i t i ca l apron-strings 
which t i e the xsmmsxskrm leadership of the oppressed to the i r oppressors, can an 
independent sansawat people's movement flourish, capable of reject ing the idea of the 
in fe r io r i ty of the Black man and fighting for equali ty, of c lear ly formulating the 
tasks facing the oppreseed and devising adequate methods of s truggle. 

In order to understand ful ly the reasons for the f a i lu re of our leadership, 
we have to trace i t s his tory from the beginning of the century. I can do no more 
in th i s address than give a bare ou t l i ne . Tor the sake of my argument I sha l l 
divide the period from 1900 to 1956 a r t i f i c i a l l y into six daoades whioh I shal l 
characterise respectively as the decade of complete dependence, the decade of 
disillusionment, the decade of awakening, the decade of compromise, the decade of r e ­
awakening or redirect ion and the decade of s t ruggle . I emphasise that these 
divisions are a r t i f i c i a l and I adopt them merely because they tend to throws into 
bold r e l i e f the general outlook and development of the leadership of the oppressed 
during the periods indicated. 

THE DECADE OF COttTLETE DEPENDENCE. 
By the end of l a s t century the recognised leaders of the majority section of 

the Non-Europeans, the Africans, were drawn from the t r iba l chiefs and i n t e l l e c t u a l s . 
For the most part these men were leaders because they were recognised as such by the 
au tho r i t i e s , not because they served the true in te res t s of thei r people. This s ta te 
of a f fa i r s has largely persisted to th i s day and was accepted by the African leadership 
as a whole unt i l comparatively recent times, so that we can hardly say that an 
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independent leaderahip of the people, of the workers and the peasante, baa as yet 
orystal ised among the African people. The same can be said of the other sections of 
the Non-Europeans., but for the sake of brevity I shal l confine my remarks almost • 
en t i re ly to the African section. 

At the turn of the century Bri t ish imperialism and Dutch feudalism were 
looked In bloody confl ic t , the pr ise being the ownership and control of the 
Witwatersrand gold mines. If there had been an independent African leadership i t 
would have taken advantage of th i s s i tuat ion and made demands for lands and equality* 
But the African chiefs had already been emasculated and had become mere h i re l ings and 
puppets of the rul ing c l a s s , while the in t e l l ec tua l s a t the Cape, the only province 
where these creatures were in evidence, had been lu l led in to a deep RipVan Winkllan 
sleep by the lu l l ab ies of thei r progenitors, thee White l i b e r a l s , and dreamed of the 
benevolence of Great Br i ta in with thei r great white Wueen, to whom they owed the 
very a i r they breathed. 

Only a few years before the outbreak of the world war, in 1894 the po l i t i ca l 
and economic destiny jtf of the Black man in S. Africa had been outlined by Cecil Rhodes 
on the assflnetsji occasion of the passing of the Glen Grey Act. Cecil Rhodes had 
declared that the Africans were children who had properly been excluded from the 
Government, and for whom dummies in the ahape of Bungas should be manufactured. 
Rhodes propsed that the Africans should be taxed so that thei r administration should 
not be a burden on the White man, and a lso x ao as ''by the gentle stimulant of the 
labour tax to remove them from a l i f e of aloth and las lness ; you wi l l thus teach them 
the dignity of labour.• . I t must be brought home to 9ywy Black man that in the 
future nine tenths of them wil l have to spend their Uvea In daily labour, In 
physical work, in manual labour." X Rhodes went out of his way to insu l t the Afrloan 
in t e l l ec tua l s . *Why,u he said, * I have travelled through the Transke i . . . There are 
kaffir parsons everywhere. These ins t i tu t ions are turning them out by the dozen. 
They are turning out a dangerous c l a s s . They are excellent ao long ae the supply i s 
l imited, but the country I s overstocked with them. These people wi l l not go back 
and work and that i s why I say that the regulations of these indus t r ia l schools should 
be framed by the Government, otherwise these kaff i r parsons would develop in to 
ag i ta tors against the Government." Dr. Verwoerd might have quoted Rhodes when he in­
troduced the Bantu Education Aot. 

Rhodes would give himself a pat on the back i f he were al ive today to see how 
assiduously the majority suction of these same In te l l ec tua l s s t i l l apply themselves to 
the sucking of the dummies which he Invented for thei r delectation and re tardat ion. 
In the l igh t of the declared policy of even the Cape Government an independent 
leadership would have uaed the occasion of the Boer War to make po l i t i c a l demands. 

There Is another conflict which occurred immediately af te r the Boer War and of 
which an independent African leadership i f i t existed, would have taken advantage. I t 
was the conflict between White capi ta l and the White aristocracy of labour. Finance 
cap i t a l having won the ba t t l e for the Witwatersrand Gold Mines, the question of the 
labour supply for these mines became a burning i s sue . In 1905 not only did the rul ing 
class devise plana for the wholesale exploitation of the Blacks as aheap labour, but 
owing to the urgency of the need, i t imported some 50,000 indentured Chinese labourere 
to do the unskilled work. The then newly formed Labour party with which wae associated 
the "White labour Policy Association*, led by Cresswell supported among others by one 
Patr ick Duncan who l a t e r became the Governor-General of South Africa, strenuously oppose 
this move. This confl ict continued for upwards of 20 years and f inal ly ended in the 

compromise/ 



- 4 -

compromise of 1925 with the statutory entrenchment of the colour bar In Industry 
s ignif icant ly enough by a Labour and Rational is t *act Government. This f ight v i t a l l y 
concerned the Africans and could have been turned to some advantage by a conscious and 
Independent Black leadership, but such a leadership was non-existent . The Black leaders 
i f thoy were awars of i t a l l , regarded th i s confl ict as the sole concern of their 
masters, and they would have thought i t presumptious for any of the i r number, to have 
attempted to take advantage of i t . There were no people 's organisations capable of 
engaging in the f i gh t . I t i s not surprising therefore tha t the African leaders made no 
serious effort to obtain direct representation a t ths National Convention which 
established the Union of South Africa. However, contacts resul t ing from urbanisation, 
employment and education of Africans led to par t ia l shedding of the t r i b a l outlook 
and paved the way for the formation of organisations based on an individual membership. 

Til?: DECADE OF DTSIIJJISlCgaENT. ' 

I have characterised the second decade of the century as the decade of d is i l lus ion­
ment of the Black l eaders . Events t >ok place during th is period which gravely shook 
the confide ice of the Black wards in their White guardians. F i r s t of a l l the Act of 
Union placed the Non-Whites outside the body po l i t i c by depriving them of the ful l r ight 
to e lec t and be elected to Parliament. Instead a special department of s t a t e , the 
Department of Native Affairs, was created to control the l i ve s of the Africans. In 
order to reassure thei r wards the Cape l i b e r a l s , on whom f a l l the task of lu l l ing ths 
Africans into a false aenss of securi ty, made out that the exclusion of the Africans 
from the Government of the country was merely a temporary setbaok, Just a temporary 
concession to the Boere. They were able to point to the clauses in ths South Africa. 
Act which entrenched the Cape male franchise r ights of the Africans, and made loud 
promises that so far from thess r ights being whittled away, they would in due course 
be extended to the Africans in the Northern provinoes. These assurances however, did 
not s'on the Africans from forming the f i r s t important organisation consti tuted on 
modern indiv idual i s t ic l i n e s . The formation of ths A.N.C. In 1912 was the f i r s t 
outcome of disillusionment, in th is period, and i t s importance was the manifestation of 
the gradual development of tfcx a na t iona l i s t i c as against a t r i b a l i s t i o consciousness 
among African leaders . This did not mean, however, that the t r i b a l outlook had 
disappeared. On the contrary i t has continued to exis t In ons form or another to tfiis 
day, as the sequel wi l l show, and s t i l l remains a considerable obstacle to the b i r th 
and development of a true South African nation* 

Soon af te r i t s b i r t h the Congress had to contend with the Native Land Aot of 1913. 
This law mas a great shook to the leaders especially those bred In the I l lusory rxx 
t radi t ion of the enduring milk of Bri t iah Just ice which oosed direct ly and freely 
from the expansive bosom of Queen Victoria, the Good. How could such a f lagrant ly 
unjust piece of l eg i s la t ion which would and did r e su l t in untold suffering of 
thousands of innocent subjeots, howbeit black, of her Majesty the Queen though long 
dead, be reconciled with the Just ice associated with Br i t i sh rule? I t was no doubt 
due to the Influence of the Boers from the north and a d i rec t and humble appeal to ths 
Br i t i sh Government would soon bring them to t n i l r knees. And so vast sums of money 
were collected and deputations of protest sent to England. I t Is well known how thess 
deputations ended in dismal fa i lure which in turn largely contributed to the decline 
and fa l l of the A.N.C. I t was as if their l i t t l e world had fal len about ths ears of 
the Afrioan l eaders . The milk of Br i t i sh Just ice having apparently nreaaturely dried 
up, they had to content themselves with the milk of a human kindness, sympathy and 
hope which was a l ternat ively offorred to them by the White Libera l s . 
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Ju- t aft th is time the f i r s t world war of 1914 broke out and South Africa willy 

n i l l y became involved in the h o s t i l i t i e s . The Government oa' ;.ed upon the Afrloan 
people to join up in defence of democracy which i t said was being threatened by German 
barbarian. Thlr. was a grand opportunity for an independent leadership of the oppre*»**< 
to c e l l uoon the people to refuse to par t ic ipate un t i l they had been placed on a 
footing of equality with the Whites by means of suitable amendments to the South Afrioas 
Act of 1910 and the Defence Act of l$TSt the Repeal of the Colour Bar Act of 1911* the 
nat ives Land Act of 1913, eto^But such revolutionary thoughts were Incapable of 
entering the minds of a servile African leadership even though there wee a considerable 
section among the Whites themselves who were for non-participation* Even the 1 so keys 
of Br i t i sh imperialism congregated in the no cal led labour Party, with the July s t r ikes 
of 1913 and of 191A which had resul ted in the shooting of ffhlts workers by the police 
and the surrept i t ious deportation of their leaders by Botha and :\-nuto, s t i l l fresh la 
ths i r minds, had ths temerity to vote against par t ioloat ion In the war although th i s 
decision was rescinded soon enough* 

Not that the Labour Party would have been prepared to naks cannon cause with the 
Africans. On the contrary, ae events were to show l a t e r , any approaohee made by the 
African leaders for a Jointccimpaign against the war - would have led to an immediate 
rescission of thei r resolution and whole-hearted support of the war e f fo r t . But the 
very fact that the Afrloan leadership made no move to oppose the war in spi te of the 
exsiaple givsn them In that regard by the Labour and Nationalist p a r t i e s , i s evidence 
of i t s abject s e r v i l i t y and helplessness In sp i te of disillusionment. Instead the 
Afrioan leaders l i s tened to the oooingn of the l i be ra l s , took up arraa or rather 
ker r ies , joined ths war and l o s t thei r liven in the fciendi and other d i sas t s r s , in 
order to preserve the chains ths t shackled them. The l iberala of o urse eaw to I t 
that they put blinkere about tne eyes of the people by organising public celebrations 
of the anniversary of the Uendi disas ter in which they do not f a i l to praise the 
bravery of the Africans in the face of disas ter and to extol the vlr tuee of loyal ty , 
obedience and eelf s ac r i f i c e . 

THE PECAPfc Q» ATAKBtlNO. 

I -ass on now to the decade of awakening which followed close on the decade of 
disillusionment, Tnls period began roughly with the formation of the I.C.tf, In 1919* 
This Is ths period In which the African leaders awatcened to the two fold nature of 
the oppre. -ion of the Afrioan people as workers as wsll as membsrs of a conquered 
race . I t s d is t inc t ive charac ter i s t ic I s the b i r th of the African Trade union 
Movement and ths development of other Afrioan organisations based on individual 
membership. The I,CO*, wan nei ther a trade union nor a po l i t i ca l party in the 
commonly accepted senss of these terrae. I t appealed for membership along racia l is t !© 
l ines and had no olsar ly defined organisational for-., principles or programme. 
However during the decade or so of i t s v i r i l e existence i t became a power In the land. 
By 1926 I t had a reputed membership of 100,000. I t s meteoric r i s e and spectacular 
collapse have important po l i t i c a l lessons for us which I shal l undsrlins l a te r In 
th i s address. 

I wish a t th is juncture to deal with the development of a new class of Liberal , 
the neo-l iberel , whose b i r th dates back to th is period which I have described as the) 
decade of awatcenlng. This new class of l ibe ra l s i s exerting an increasing influence 
In "lion-Europe an r po l i t i c s and we are well advised to take stock of i t s gsnesie end 
antecedants with a view to assessing I t s position in ths eoolal set up . 

I have/ 
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I have already referred to the Labour Party and i t s fight with tha Chamber of 

Mines In the oourae of the f i r s t quarter of this century. During thia struggle the 
Labour Party never for one moment thought of appealing for aselatanoe to or of 
organising the maeaea of oppressed African workere. This was because, as Edward Roux 
has put i t in his book on h .r.Bunting, the S.A. Labourperty i s not a soc ia l i s t or 
even a labour movement at a l l in the true sense of the word. I t i e essentially a 
pol i t ical party of an aristocracy of labour trying to maintain a remarkably high 
standard of l iving In face of competition from the less paid masses of Africans. I t has, 
therefore, been,and Is,a commonplace for traditional l iberals to join the Labour Party 
and for Labour A r t y ' soc ia l i s t s* to join the Liberal party because both groups 
consist of petit-bourgeois intel lectuals who accept the Government*s policy of White 
supremacy. I t i s not unoommon for many tfctta South African so-called social ists to 
regard the Blaok man, If not with antagonism, at least with a superior feeling of 
oomplete indifference. 

During the f i r s t Great War the left-wing member* in the leadership of the 
Labour Party formed what was called the International Social ist League of S . Africa, 
which was a pol i t ica l party to preach the doctrine of International socialism. This 
party In the early twenties became the Communist Party of S •Africa« After the end 
of the f i r s t Great War this " s o c i a l i s t party was so prv-occupisd with the Russian 
Revolution of 1917 and i t s outcome that i t completely forgot about the exiateuce of 
the oppressed African workers in i t s midst. In fact the Bonrnuniets made common cause 
with the Herrenvolk when the Blaok Peril alarm was sounded. Tor example, in 1919 * 
there was a wave of African strikes, r iots and pass burnings and as a result at 
numerous African workers were arrested and imprisoned. I t so happened that at the 
same time there was a strike among White municipal workers in Johannesburg, which 
threatened to spread. But as soon as the capital ists made raoial iatio appeals about 
the Blaok Peril, the White workers, including the'socialists"called off the strike, 
preferring to make common cause with the boaaee rather than with the striding 
African workers. 

In 1912 over 40,000 African mine workers came out on strike, as a result of 
which many of them were shot dead by the police. In sp i t s of the general labour 
unreat among the White toi lers themselves, the African mineworkera received no support 
from the White workers. Two years later 22,000 European mine workers came out on a 
strike which soon degenerated into a general fightby the White workers for the 
maintenance of the colour bar in industry. The "English* jingo Labour Party joined 
with the Boer ware Afrikaner nationalist Party in a virulent raclal iet ic campaign 
whose slogan wasuFor a White South Africa". I t la noteworthy that the Communist 
Party of S . Afrioa supported the strike and i ta advocacy of a colour bar In induatry. 
S«P* Bunting, the most progressive of I t s leaders, attempted to rationalise thia 
reactionary campaign which resulted in a white racial program againat Non-Europeana-
in the following words: ''This strike i s sometimes called a strike against the 
abolition of the colour bar....The colour bar l i t era l ly as a restriction on Ron-
European workers i s of course unfair. $0 the extent, however, that i t helps to keep 
up high wagee and the number of ttoas those drawing them, I t serves the interests of 
a l l workers. Nor would i t s abolition benefit more than » mere handful of Coloured* 
or Natlvee." *Ven when the etrike of White workere developed into a revolt that waa 
ruthlessly suppressed by the military, which shot and ki l led many fhlte workere, no 
attempt was made to enl i s t the support of the Blaok workers either by the organised 
labour movement or by the African leadership i t se l f , and this despite the oft repeated 
communist slogan: "Worker* of the World Unite." Instead rival meetings were called 
by the intel lectuals leadership of the Blaok and White workers which were baaed on 
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the acceptance of racial segregation. 

The main intereet of the Labour Party at thia atage was the defeat of the 
Saute government and for this purpose a Rationalist-Labour Paot was formed, to which 
the C.P. gave i t s unqualified support* As a result the Smuts government was over­
thrown in the "general* elsotion.whioh took place In June,192^, and the Xatlonallst-
Labour Pact came into power. The new government l o s t no tine in entrenching the 
Whits workers as an aristocracy of labour, by passing the Colour Bar Aot of 1925 
and adopting the "civi l ised labour1' policy which resulted in the sacking of Africans 
in tovernaent employment and replacing than by Europeans. I t i s of interest to 
note that i t was this sane government that passed the Satire Administration Aot 
which provides not only for legislation for Africans by proclamation but also 
makes possible the deportation of African leaders without t r ia l . 

The "HatiTS policy" of the Nationalist-Labour Paot Government was so openly 
reactionary that the C J>. was wi l ly -n i l ly driven to seek a new f ield of endeavour 
and then for the f i r s t time discovered the existence of the Black workera • But this 
new internet immediately caused a r i f t in the party and sons of the leading members 
resigned because the Communists "were running after the natives who could not 
possibly appreciate the noble ideals of Communism/ This attitude of mind perslstsd 
in the C .F . right up to the time ofita supprssslon by the Rat. government, so that 
the few fricans who ware allowed to be members of the c .P. of South Africa before 
i t s dissolution were mostly mere stoogss and had l i t t l e or no idea of Communism. 

The C.P. tried to inf i l trate into the I.C.U. which was at thie stage enjoying 
a muahroom growth, and to capture i t s leadership, but they found that the traditional 
l iberals of the "Joint Council" type were already in control through Kadali and 
were leading the organisation along safe and respectable l ines, confining i t s 
ac t iv i t i es to meetings, resolutions and protests. Comnetitlon for leaders .ip of the 
Blacks on the part of tho two liberal elements resulted in the expulsion of the C.P. 
from the I.C.U. In 1926. Having fai led to control i t , the C.P. tnen began to attack 
the I.C.U. and to hasten i t s downfall. Prom now on i t became the policy of the C.P. 
either to control African organisations or fai l ing that 16 k i l l them. When i t did not 
organise the Non-White people around i t s e l f over some burning issue, i t eet up an ad 
hoc body or committee in which i t s own men played a leading part. I t used African 
leaders aa i t e etooges and hindered the growth of People1 e organisations into a 
permanent Independent force. Prom now on under the influence of the C.P. the African 
people are plunged from one opportunist venture to another at a great cost In human 
Buffering, to the *lory of the C.P. of South Africa. 

Let i t be aaid in favour of the CommunletB that they built up the TVade Union 
Movement among the Non-Whites in South Africa, but here again by fal l ing to realise 
that the question of organising the oppressed workers in South Africa ia primarily a 
national question and only secondarily a trade union question, they kept the trade 
Unions out of po l i t i c s and thus weaxened the llberatory atruggle to such an extent 
that when the sword of Democles ever hanging over the heads of the African trade union 
Movement finally struck the blow i t was powerless to defend i t s e l f and now l i e s 
prostrate on the ground before i t e bloodthirsty assal lante. The C.P. i t ee l f was 
outlawed and i t disappeared from the scene without being able to etrike a single blow 
In aelf defenoe. 

I have dealt at length with the genesis of the neo-liberala now clustered in 
organisations l ike the Congress of Democrats and exerting an lnfluenoo in Non-European 
pol i t ics because I am of opinion that our leaderar.ip should know this history in order 
to underetand and appreciate their hietorical background and position in society which 

determine their preeent pol i t ical rolo. 
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We may aura up tha position during tha decade of awakening as follows i 

1 . The African leaders began to r ea l i se that tha African people were oppressed as 

workers as well as by reason of race,and discovered that the s t r ike weapon was more 

powerful than the concil iatory method of humble requests and deputations. 
2 . The leadership wan, however, without any guiding principles and re-acted to 
White r ac i a l emotionalism with Black r ac i a l emotionalism, 
3 . White l i b e r a l s of the t r a d i t i o n a l missionary type, a s well as the " soc ia l i s t " 
l i b e r a l s , sought to sad did oapture the leadership in order to guld i t along l i ne s 
which itsTwatys'tstmrs would not disturb the social set-up of White capi ta l and 
Black labour. 
if* Pet ty r i v a l r i e s among the leaders, fomented by the l i b e r a l s , misappropriation of 
funds, the i n f i l t r a t i on of Government spies and agent provocateurs, the absence of 
a principled basis of etruggleaand a d e a r programme of action a l l combined to 
brino about the downfall of Ike people 's movement which had p o t e n t i a l i t i e s . 

THE DSCADK OF COUTOttlSB. 
For p r a c t i c a l ^ the whole of the f i r s t half of th i s period p o l i t i c a l leadership 

of the Africans took French leave. X Only the dummy ins t i tu t ions of the government, 
the Bungas and the Advisory Boards, flourished. To Smuts and Hertsog there seemed 
no point in perpetuating the division of the Herrenvolk pa r t i e s in the current s t a t s 
of Non-^uropeaa p o l i t i c a l impotence. Moreover, s.Africa was so effectively t ied up 
with Bri ta in that there was no longer any danger of a secessionist move on the par t 
of the Boers, •'•hey therefore formed the Fusion Government for the purpose of 
ensuring the permanent enslavement of the Bleaks and introduced the notorious 
Hertsog Nativ* B i l l s . 

They overlooked the feet , however, that tha disorganisation of tha ftfrioan 
peonle was due to the fai lure of leadership and not to the acceptance of Herrenvolkiem 
by the vast majority of the people. In the absence of any organisation a t capable 
of ca l l ing the people together, a few leaders summoned the f i r s t meeting of the 
All-African Convention for June,1935. 500 delegates attended, representing 9*9ry 
stratum of the country and the T'roteotorates. This meeting s t i l l remains the most 
representative p o l i t i c a l gathering of Africans ever held th i s century, whatever the 
d i s t o r t e r s of his tory among us would l ike us to believe to the oontrary. The theme 
of the Conference was unity of purpose end unity of s t ruggle . A unanimous resolution 
wss parsed reject ing the Bi l l s and the leads a were asked to inform the Government 
accordingly. 

But tha l i b e r a l s alao attended tha A.A.C. Conference, for tha specific purposs 
of assuming the leadership and direct ing the movement along innocuous l i n e s . They 
offered the A.A.C. Executive every assistance and the upshot was the acceptance of the 
"compromise* of 1936 whereby the leaders agreed, without reference to the people who 
had sent them, to operate the Act on the Liberal inspired principle that "half a loaf 
i s be t t e r than no bread*. We need not go fully in to the po l i t i c a l reasone for th is 
Compromise. They are well set out in I .B . Tabata's book The Awakening of a people** 
Mr. Tabata correctly s ta tes that the leaders flouted the 1935 decisions and got away 
with I t because the rea l control of the leadership was in the hands of Hertsog - Smuts. 
This i s the burden of my argument in th is address. I quote, "The chain of connection 
from the Herrenvolk party leaders through the Liberals to the African leaders and 
thence to the people i s complete.. .The masses as we have said, looked to the 
in te l leo tua le to be thei r leaders and spokesmen. They had long been accustomed to 

giving/ 



-9-

giving thair allegiance to th is or that par t icu la r loader beoausa of h i s personality 
and pree t ige . Bran when thay Joined an organisation they usually did so baoauaa thair 
par t icular heroes ware in i t . They ware nerar taught to discriminate between 
organisations according to the principles for whioh they stood and the policy which 
they advocated. Consequently the organisations themselves did not find I t necessary 
to define precisely tha i r principlea and thair po l i c i e s , Thie was an inherent weakness 
the dangers of which only a c r i s i s would fully reveal , 

*In the absenos of clearly-defined pr inciples , the dan era wars many and varied. 
F i r s t l y , i t placed no checic on the leaders and gave free scope for opportunism, that 
enemy of pr inciple without whioh a sustained struggle i s Impossible, that canker which 
has infected the p o l i t i c a l ac t iv i ty of the Africans and taken auch heavy t o l l of our 
organisations in the p a s t . Secondly, the people themselves, lacking a guiding 
pr inciple , had no clear diraotivea for action and no touchstone with which to meaaura 
and correctly assess the po l i t i c a l actions of their leadera. 

• i t i s not surprising that i t was d i f f icu l t for the people to have a po l i t i c a l 
measuring-rod,.whan the leaders themselves were untaught and untrained to thews 
necess i t i es . Bsfore the leaders could communicate theae qua l i t i es to the masses thay 
themselves had to break with the l i be ra l s and free themselves from their in te l lec tua l 
stranglehold. For proper leadership presupposes independence of thought and c l a r i t y 
of vision as well as in te l l ec tua l in tegr i ty and moral courage. Under such conditions 
the people were exposed to pressures from an enemy c lass , to influence now from one 
section of the Herrenvolk and now from another." 

T make no apology for quoting th is nassage from Mr, Tabata's book ful ly, because 
i t providea a clear statement of the p o l i t i c a l difference between the A.A.C. and i t s 
a i s t e r organisations in the Unity Movement on the one hand and the Congresses on the 
other hand. More about th is l a t e r . 

The most important po l i t i c a l event during th is decade waa undoubtedly the 
establishment of the A.A.C. as the nermanent national organisation of the Afrioan 
people with which a l l other organisations should a f f i l i a t e . However much i t may 
embarrass the aeotarians and disrupters in the ranks of the non-Europeans l iberalory 
movement the A.A.C. i s the legitimate offspring of the unanimous wil l of the people, 
the symbol and the vehicle of the unity whioh they earnestly desire and must achieve 
as a precondition to thei r national l ibe ra t ion . The federal form of organisation was 
deliberately designed to f a c i l i t a t e the unity of the people as a whole without 
sacrif ic ing the i*dentity of po l i t i c a l par t ies snd groups among them. Again I quote 
from Mr. I , B . Tabata's booki-

"The problem was to create a mouthpiece for the whole of the African people, a 
forum from which their voice oould be heard. I t was obvious that no single party could 
fu l f i l th is t ask . A single po l i t i c a l narty cannot represent a whole community or raoe 
for the mere fact of belonging to the same race has nothing to do with a man's 
po l i t i c a l a f f i l i a t i o n s . In any community people share different po l i t i c a l ideas 
ranging from the extreme l e f t to the extreme r igh t , with a l l shades of l e f t i s t s , 
cen t r i s t s and conservatives in between. These must natural ly f a l l into their various 
po l i t i c a l groupings or p a r t i e s . Any attempt, therefore, to form a unitary po l i t i c a l 
organisation om party was doomed to f a i l . . Further, no one party oould claim to 
represent t r i b a l i s t s , na t iona l i s t s , in te rna t iona l i s t s and l i be ra l s and a t the same time 
integrate and attend to the specific tasks of industr ia l workers, farm labourers, 
peasants, professional c lasses , e t c . Tet the vary crux of the problem was to find a 
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form of organisation which would meet the demands a r i s ing out of he two-fold 
oppression - national oppression and c lass exploi tat ion. The problem was to find a 
means of integrating a d co-ordinating the national struggle with the struggles of the 
people s t r iv ing to defend themselves against exploitation in their respective f ields ot 
labour. I t was th i s objective fact , along with the par t icular stage of development 
reached by the people a t the time, which dictated the form of organisation required." 

Again I say I make no apology for th is long quotation. I venture to say i t would 
help the struggle tremendously if we would steep ourselves in the fundamental l i t e r a tu r e 
of our movement and bear in mind that the po l i t i c a l theory and experience derived from 
the circumstances of other countries have to be modified to su i t ths par t icu la r 
conditions obtaining in our country, and the sta^e of po l i t i c a l development which we 
have reached. 

For those who think t;,at our defence of the federal structure of our organisation 
i s an afterthought and the ra t iona l i sa t ion of a false theoretical posit ion in which 
we find ourselves, 1s t me quote from a l e t t e r which Dr. Yergan wrote from America to 
the Conference of the A.A.C. in 1936 t-

"T am more than convinced that our chief need now, as was true a year ago, I s to 
build up a,people's movement. By th i s I mean to make possible the larges t amount of 
united action on the part of our people in South Africa. This means clear ly that our 
task i s to continue in our effort to federate exist ing organisations., ,Ife must l e t 
nothing stand in the way of making i t possible for the leaders of the various 
organisations to see ths importance .tnd des i rab i l i ty of united action as wi l l be made 
possible by a federation of the exis t ing organisations." 

The relat ionship between the form of organisation and i t s po l i t i c a l outlook le 
well brought out by a comparison of the above qu ted statements with a statement made 
by one of the A.N.O.'a chief Bpiicesmen and theoretioians on the occasion of the jo in t 
A.A.C.-A.N,C. Executive meeting held in April 1949. I quote -

"The moat of active way of appealing to the Africans as peoDle suffering 
oppression was to appeal to them on the basis of colour. We oould only meat 
oppression bv organising on the basis of African Nationalism. This presupposes a 
unitary organisation. The advantages of such an organisation were that we would be 
able to mobilise the majority of the people in a language that they could understand. 
Secondly there c uld be no contradictions within the body caused by groups which may 
place cer tain in terpreta t ions on cer tain principles because of differences in p o l i t i c a l 
outlook. There was a grave danger in admitting different groups in the same organ­
isa t ion , par t icular ly when major decisions have to be made.,.**e must appeal to 
Africans as such to unite as Africans.* 

Hers we see a s i n i s t e r , but for us a revealing combination of a r a c i a l i s t and a 
bureaucrat, of a Tshaica and a S ta l in , who wi l l brook no deviation from the standard­
ised outlook and views of a monolithic party created or maintained for the control sod 
regimentation of a whole people. Such Ideas are anathema to our movement. 

Not the least important resu l t of the * compromise" of 1936 and the operation of 
the 1936 Slave Acts, was the entrenchment of the l i be ra l s in the leadership of the 
oppressed Africans. Prom now on the po l i t i c a l destinies of the African people are 
by thei r own flelibe - r a t s actions entrusted to the White l i be ra l s , the so-called* 
"Native Representatives* and the highest p o l i t i c a l honour of the African leaders i s to 
be labelled *aT.T\C, ,\ 
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Tha s p i r i t and resistance on tha part of tha African paopla which had manifested 
i t a a l f l a tha f i r at A.A.C. Conference now gave way to oomproaiee and collaboration, 
and inconsequence tha A.A.C. entered into a period of dec l ine . To make mattore 
worse, tha A.N.C. leadership gradually broke away from tha other organisations united 
i n tha A*A«C* and i n defiance of tha people's w i l l proclaimed i t a a l f as tha national 
mouthpiece of the African paopla. In this i t was. and a t i l l i s , supported by ths 
Herrenvolk and i t s l iberal pres s . Just as they had done in the oass of ths I.C.U. ths 
l ibera l s encouraged the dis integration of ths A.A.C. so that i t was a l l that i t 
oould do to e x i s t . Tha resu l t was that another golden opportunity to make demands 
for p o l i t i c a l r ights was missed* 

In 1931 ths Second World War broke out, and owing to tha lack of a powerful 
organisation with an independent leadership, ths African people wars drawn into ths 
h o s t i l i t i e s , as had been done In the 191^-18 war, with osvsr a thought of what they 
would derive from participation on tha war* Tha faot that tha Fusion Government 
s p l i t on tha war Issue, with tha nat iona l i s t s under Hsrtsog opposing participation 
in tha war, did not give ideas to our leaders, as i t certainly would have dons I f they 
had not been under tha p o l i t i c a l tutelage of tha rul ing c l a s s . 

THE DECJUy. 0» RE-AWAKBHIHtt OR REDIRECTICff. 
The war had ths effect of ra is ing the hopes of the oppressed a l l over the world 

that their emancipation was a t hand. Liberatory ideas began to spread from the 
l a s t Into Africa and the Non-Europeans In S.Africa a lso f e l t the Impact of those" ideas* 
The ruling c lass wae alarmed and ministers of s tate began to via with one another 
In making promises of social reform. But whan the danger of a Japanese invasion 
receded, the Herrenvolk forgot i t s promises and not only reverted to , but a l so 
intens i f i ed , i t s o ld repressive p o l i o l e s . The Non-Europeans, however, were not 
prepared to KA accept the old relationahlp and the leadership began to reassess i t s 
pos i t ion and red irec t i t s s t e p s . I t was a t t h i s time that the Coloured peonse formed 
the Anti-CAJ). Movement, whloh, together with the re-orientated All-African Convention, 

gayad a leading role In th i s new awakening and se t the fashion In p o l i t i c a l ideas* 
ere was a sharp break with the past characterised xiifc by tha reject ion of the 

in fer ior i ty of the Black man, by the demand for f u l l equality, the clear formulation 
of the tasks facing the oppressed and the rea l i sa t ion of the I n d i v i s i b i l i t y of 
oppression, and the working out of new methods of s truggle . The most important 
p o l i t i c a l achievements of this tine were the formation of the Non-iuropean Unity 
Movement (H.E.TJ.M.) XXD IHX PKACIXKXBKXXKKXEtt] irT«CAi;«'"K'<Kr.X^SX.KAXF<I<KirKX#;)a:«ir. 
and the placing of the p o l i t i c a l stru,*gle on a principled basis so a s , Inter a l i a , 
to avoid one sect ion of the oppressed using ths other section to achieve i t s own 
sect ional ends. The leadership of the N.K.tl.k. resolved that loose unity or ad hoc 
combinations decided upon from tine to time were not acceptable since they would op8n 
the door wide for opportunism. A programme of minimum demands, ths 10-point programme, 
was evolved and th i s s t i l l remains the basis of unity . Principle replaced opportunism 
and leadership replaced individual leaders. The leadership rea l i sed that there were 
two irreconcilable s e t s of ideas, those of the rulers and those of the oppressed, and 
whoever propagated the Ideas of the ruling c l a s s , no matter what the colour of hla skin 
was a traitor to tha ca.ee of the oppressed. Colour ceased to be the t e s t of belonging. 
I t was replaced by p o l i t i c a l methods of aesessment, namely the acceptance or reject ion 
of equality, of trusteeship and inferiori ty* 

In this way the All-Afrioan Convention and i t s associated organisations la id a 
firm foundation for the building up of an Independent non-European leadership and 
cleansad i ta ramts of l i b e r a l s , quisl ings and opportunists. Honceforta tnese gentry 
gravitated towards the A.N.C. where they were and s t i l l are warmly welcomed* 
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The magnitude of the p o l i t i c a l progress In i t i a t ed by the A.A.C. and the Anti-
C.A.D. a t th is time oan be seen by contrast with the ac t i v i t i e s of t i e Congress during 
the same period. Instead of embarking on an Independent path, the A.N.C. beoame the 
haven of a l l aorta of opportunists and tlme-eervers who led i t headlong from one 
po l i t i c a l stunt to another with breath-taking r ap id i ty . We need only mention a few of 
these stuntst The M.R.C, inspired "Boyo t t from within" campaign and the African 
Rational Congress; the ^National Anti-pens Canmaign", and "Votes for a l l Assembly", 
the S.A.I.C. inspired •'Doctors' Unity Pact" and so on ad Infinitum u*. to the l a t e s t 
Liberal Inspired "National Convention on the Tomlinson Report*. I t baa been well said 
tha t in po l i t i c s whoever ceases to represent the true in t s ree te of h i s oppressed 
people wit t ingly or unwittingly becomes a t ol of those aeotiona of society who 
consciously serve the in te res t s of the oppressor. **o greater proof of the t ru th of 
thla theory oan be found than the ^ongreaa s tunts referred to above. I t i s no excuse 
that these may have been undertaken In an h neat and sincere effort to end oppression 
because according to another p o l i t i c a l truism: "lie who ac t s as an agsnt of a class 
other than hia own may or may not be s incere . But th is does not affect h i s objective 
function. What does matter - and th i s i s the only measuring rod - i s the r e su l t , the 
effects of a l eader ' s actions on society* The only pertinent question i s i Who 
benefi ts from hia words and actions'." 

Swing to the compromise and desertions of i t s leaders, the A.A.C. was weak a t the 
beginning of thla decade, but the reject ion of the old road of trusteeship gave new 
l i f e to the organisation and I t ^raw from weakneaa to strength and became a force to 
rsckon with. Realising i t s po t sn t l a l l t i e a the Herrenvolk and i t s agents mads vain 
attempts to deatroy i t . I t opened i t s door wide not only to African organisations bu1 
to a l l organisations provided they accented the 10-point programme, the Policy of 
Non-Collaboration, non-European unity on a principled baais and the federal s t ructure 
of the organisat ion. 

'"heae 4 points to th is day dist inguish the M.K.UJI, from the Congress movement anu 
I t i s imperative that we should know precisely what t-.ey mean. This i s a l l the mors 
necessary since ths Congresses which or iginal ly opposed our policy now pay l i p service 
to i t , only to debase i t . Twelve years ago the S.A.I.C* refused to be associated with 
ths N.E.U.M. because the JOODPsl U.K.U.K. gave pride of place in I t s programme to ths 
demand for the ful l franchise whereas the S.A.I.C. was committed to a policy of 
compromise whereby the Indian leaders accepted the communal vote for the Indian people. 
Today the same S A.T.C. makes I t a- pear that I t I s fighting for equal i ty . Six years 
ago ths A.N.C. was openly t r l b a l l s t i o and col laborat ionis t and advocated a monolithic 
par ty . I have already referred to the statement made by one of i t s theoreticians a t 
the jo int Executive metting in 1949. At that same meeting Congress leaders opposed 
non-collaboration and advocated par t ic ipat ion in the Bungae and Advisory Boards. Today 
th i s same Congreaa purports to accept non-European unity and to oppose co laboration. 

The S.A.C.P.O. i s ths bastard child of ths C.A.D. which i s the very negation of 
equali ty, y s t ths S.A.C.P.O. i s associated with the Congress in the apparent demand 
for the ful l franchise. 

Our ideas have beoome fashlonabls and the reactionaries are compelled to use our 
language in order to catch the ear of the masses, but when the time comes for words to 
be translated in to action no change of outlook i s evident. Instead we perceive a 
debasement of the ideas and principles which, thanks to our movement have now beoome 
common currency among the p o l i t i c a l l y conscious. This development Imposes on us a 
duty to be on our guard against ths contamination of our Ideas and the mleleadership 
of ths masses of our people. This leads me to a consideration of the pressnt decade. 
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THE DECADE Or SMUGGLE. 

Towards the end of the l a s t decade the Afrikaner Nationaliets got Into power. 
They made i t quite clear from the outset tha t a l l Non-Whites oould never be placed on 
a baais of equality with the Whites, and that they had to be disciplined to accept 
th i s posit ion whether they l ike i t or not* To su i t the action to the word, the 
Nationalist Government has, within the short space of 8 years of i t s rule, passed 
numerous laws whose effect i s not only to relegate the Black man to an infer ior 
position in society, but a lso to shut his mind from the stream of progressive world 
ideas and l i t e r a l l y to lash him with the sjambok should he dare to give expression to 
l iberatory ideas* No layer of society has been l e f t outelde the laager of regimentation 
The peasants, the workers and the in te l l ec tua l s have a l l come within the ambit of a 
ferocious whlpclao. The only Non-Whitee who are acceptable to the Afrikaner Herrenvolk 
are the "ekepsels who know tnelr plaoe and who harbour BO s i l l y notions of equal i ty . 

The Indiscriminate lashing out of the Nationalists hss had the effeot of 
antagonising elements which, though they accept European leadership, are appalled by 
the blatant and bruta l methods of I t s Afrikaner champions. These elements are even 
now by way of clubbing together against the common embarrassment, and i t l a useful to 
know their Iden t i ty . F i r s t of a l l there Is the off ic ia l opposition consisting of the 
United Party and the Labour Par ty . Their Hsrrenvolk a t t i t ude towards the Black nan i s 
too well known to requlrs repe t i t ion here. Then there are the White l i b e r a l s , 
In te l lec tua ls of the t rad i t iona l or missionary type. Their ro le as mediators between 
Black and White on the basis of ba&sicap i s becoming increasingly d i f f i cu l t , so onion so 
that thsy have now broken away from the United Party and have formed a party of thei r 
own called the Liberal Party and they hope thereby to regain thei r leadership of the 
Blacks. 

Then there are the Coloured snobs of S.A.C.P.O. who dally thank God and Strydom 
that they are not as the "Nativis* a re , and whose etern a l nightmare Is l e s t they be 
c lass i f ied as Blaoke. 

Next In the row you wi l l find the r i ch merchants to whom the embodiment of a l l 
evi l i s the Group Areas Act which endangers thei r wealth. They can never forget that 
th is obnoxious Aot wss passed by the National is t Governent. Their tool ie the 
S.A.I.C. 

Finally you have the Blac . in te l l ec tua l s who pride themselves In being the products 
of missionary endeavour. Led by the ex-M.R.C.'s they have found a res t ing plaoe In 
the A.N.C. 

All the above groups accept white domination or leadership as I t I s now 
euphemistically described, whether they want to know i t or no t . Save for the f i r s t 
two, namely the U.P. and the Labour Party, they are for the most part petit-bourgeois 
in te l lec tua ls who have no roots among the masses of the people, whom they fear and 
despise. Their common aim i s to overthrow the na t ional i s t Government so that a less 
fasoist io and more *demooratio" Hsrrenvolk Government can take i t s place and a l l the i r 
efforts are directed towards th is end. They a l l look to the white electorate and the 
Nat government for their salvat ion, and I f now and again they embroil the Non-European* 
masses in the i r struggles, I t i s as a lever, threat or demonstration to lmprees upon 
the White e lectorate the need for a change of Government to ensure White domination 
and economic security against the eventuality of i t s violent overthrow by hordes of 
Black savages. Ones the masses overplay the part a l lo ted to them, thei r inc i t e r s 
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disavow them and quickly ral ly to tho foroes of order and good tJovernraont. Hence 
you hare your opportunistic adventures whioh were either organised by the above 
elements and groups or ale* received their support within certain l imi ts , such 
stunts, however, apparently militant, do not represent a change of outlooic on the part 
of the Non-White leaderahlp. ghere they are not a fraudulent demonstration of strengtl 
for the benefit of the ruling class , they are merely recruiting r a l l i e s . 

The deoade of struggle i s now six years old, and during that time the QongresM 
and the liberals have organised and participated in joint stunts which, as wa have 
already indicated, were not really aimed at achieving democratic r ights . Their latest 
stunt, the national conference convened by Hsmpf Idamf, +++ 
haa strengthened the bonds of friendship amongst them, fo the l iberals - as indeed to 
the whole Herrenvolk - the success of the Conference lay i n the moderate tone of i t s 
resolutions. The l iberals are highly gratified, not only because they were allowed 
to attend this conference as of right, but also because they were able to guide i t 
along safe channels. The very nature and purpose of the conference limited i t s scops 
to adopt any urgent or drastic measures and therefore ensured In advance that the xtasx 
l iberals would not be committed to any immediate or drastic act ion. I t Is significant 
that such a 86*?81tf1988 *a* n o* called on the Bantu Education Act whose immediate 
hermfulieffeSnia fe l t mu<% more keenly by the masses of the people than the utopia 
of the fomllnson Report. So reaasured have been the l iberals by the "suocesR" of the 
Idamf Conference that they are now urging their Black: dieoiples to convene a multi­
racial conference at which they guarantee the attendance not only of their parties 
but also that of the openly reactionary Herrenvolk parties, namely the Labour Party 
and the United Party via the Black Sash Movement. As a matter of Interest there are 
already in existence in Johannesburg and in Durban civic vigilance Committees 
oomposed of representatives af from the Congresses and the above Herrenvolk parties, 
whose methods of struggle consist of making representations to the respective city 
councils. 

The proposed multi-racial conference wi l l only swmftrst be the f i r s t step 
to arda the creation of a permanent llaaon between the Congresses and the Herrenvolk 
parties; for to be "an effective fighting front against oppressive laws and measures 
of the Government, more i s required than just thinking on specific campaigns/'says 
Patrick Duncan, national organiser of the Liberal Party. He continues: "The Liberal 
Party, within a few days of the Ministers' Conference at Bleomfonteln, sent a let ter 
to the executive of Idamf pledging fujl support for their idea of a multl-raoial 
conference to follow that one. Mr* Duncan proposes as a basis of unity of these groups 
"the largest possible participation by a l l racial groups on the programme of 
opposition to White domination, on the basis of the establishment of fu l l democracy." 

I t should be clear to a l l of us by now that what the liberals are aiming at, 
and are by way of achieving, thanks to the collaboration of the Congresses and their 
appendage, Idamf, i s the creation of a rival unity movement which w i l l ostensibly fight 
for fu l l democratic rights, whereas the objective effect wil l be the perpetuation of 
aegragation and Bon-White inferiority. Thia "unity movement" of theirs wi l l be a 
glorified Institute of Race Relations. 

Needless to say, these Herrenvolk moves are fraught with danger for our 
Movement. Unless ws can point to the record of the l iberals , both traditional and *• 
"socialist", and are able to place them where they belong In the pol i t ical set-up of 
the country, i$ i s going to be diff icult to nail them when they apparently adopt our 
programme and express our ideas, t e have to be careful that they do not take the 
ini t iat ive from us and put us an the defensive. Already we are being accused of being 
rac ia l i s t s , not only by the l iberals , but also by the ultra progressive x ideal is ts 
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and Utopians because our Unity Movsment i s called "Non-European1', although wa have raadr 
i t clear over and over again that Whites are not excluded from joining our 
organisations on the basis of the 10*Point Programme. We need not waste our breath 
on these pol i t ical babies who already see the imminent oollapae of the colour bar" 
from the vantage point of their ivory towers, .re refuse to have any truck not only 
with Whites but also with Blacks who do not in faot accept equality. 

Wa have to be careful,however, that we do not justify the accusation of 
racialism by using terms indiscriminately and carelessly; words Ilka "quisling" and 
'HarrenvoDrare not swear words to be •—irtaatsavtataataly applad to anyone we do not 
l i k e . Although i t may seem elementary, i t la necessary to state and restate that i t 
la not correct to describe a l l White men as the Herrenvolk, or to cal l everyone whose 
pol i t ical ideas differ from ours, a quisl ing. Wa have to maintain the purity of our 
ideas by using the words which convey these ideas accurately and with discrimination. 
W« fight oppression and those who ars responsible for i t , not Europeans as a race. 
Va fight alao those in our ranks who aid and abet oppression, the fact that we 
organiae primarily aa Non-Europeans la forced on us by the historical and social 
conditions peculiar to our country, which may be summed up In the term "aegragation" 
or "apartheid',' whereby the Herrenvolk have ar t i f i c ia l ly created a European block aa 
against a Non-European block and have for centuries bean whipping up racial 
emotionalism so as to divide not only Black and fhlte but also Non-whites themselves 
In the interest of eoonomio exploitation. Let us not deceive ourselves by Imagining 
that we can overcome racialism merely by Ignoring i t s existence, Wa Ignore a disease 
a t the risk of our l i f e . Wa have to bring the *—»**y reality of racialism even to 
those who honestly, or freaawettyr fraudulently, gloss I t over and ao avoid facing the 
fact that I t l a an insidious motivating factor in their Uvea and a serious handicap to 
their pol i t ical growth and consequently jno to their wholehearted participation in the 
liberatory struggle. These people muat be compelled to see themselves as they are, 
mere racial ists masquerading under a false intellectual progressivlam. Their loud 
protestations to the contrary only reveal their Intellectual dishonesty. The serpent 
of racialism, which they honestly fear but which hypotniaes them now and again into 
reactionary utterances and actions, muat be brought before them and they must face i t 
squarely and consciously struggle to overcome I t . Only the awareness of the nature 
of the disease can lead to proper steps for i t s cure being taken, and preventive 
measures adopted against i t s recurrence. 

Wa have to emphasise the community of interests of those who are racial ly 
oppressed In order to wage the common fight against racial oppression. At the same 
time, we have to keep in mind that fundamentally our oppression la economic and that 
there are thousands of Europeans who are alao the viotiaa of economic exploitation, 
and many others who, though not themselves exploited, yet are aware of the nature of 
oppression and are genuine fighters with us against i t . All these fhlte people, If 
they are not already In our ranks, are potent ia l a l l i e s and we muat, without 
prejudicing our principles, take atapa to draw them to our movement. Wa fight for the 
equality of a l l races and a l l people. For us the tern "Non-European" has a pol i t ica l 
and not juat a racial or geographical connotation. 

I have described this decade aa the decade of struggle, but ao far I have 
referred to the opportunistic and i l l -directed struggles of our opposition. However, 
that oust be taken to mean that we have bean Idle. On the contrary, we have among us 
to-day casualties of this fight for l iberty. I refer particularly to the dismissed 
teachers, to our Hugo Sallwa and Dr. Llmbada. The faot that they are s t i l l with us, 
deaplte the pain and hardahlpa which they have had to endure, i s a tribute not only to 
their courage and singlemindadness, but also to the appeal which our ideas can have 
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to a l l genuine f igh te r s . However, tha purpose of th is address i s not to alng the 
praises of our movement and our f ighters , but to underline tha comparative fa i lu re , 
or a t l eas t tha ineffectiveness, of "on-White leadership and to take our f a i r share 
of the blame. The leadership of our movement i s s t i l l very largely in tha hands of 
the in t e l l ec tua l s , many of whom are quite young. I t i s only when we have leaders of 
the workers and the peasants among us on a large and representative scale , when our 
ideas have permeated every stratum of s—taty our society and are the common proper! y 
of*tte oppressed, that we oan boast that we have bu i l t up a popular movement. 
I am sure that i t i s the wish of a l l of us tha t th i s great and glorioua day may come 
soon. I t I s up to us to expidlte the advent of the time when the people's movement 
oan face up to the tremendous task of l iquidat ing Herrenvolk oppression. $o th i s 
end, then, we must bend a l l our reoouroea in the fu l l r ea l i sa t ion of the fact tha t 
only those who are prepared to lay down their l i ve s for freedom deserve to win i t . 
By the look of things our opportunity i s a t hand, but we sha l l not be equal to the 
occasion unless we throw ourselves wholeheartedly Into the s t ruggle . 

And so, in the gathering gloom, I a* c a l l upon you individually and 
col lect ively as a section of the leadership of the oppressed, to examine yourselves 
closely and to equip yourselves from the Conference of the All-ftfrioan Convention, 
t h i s arsenal of l ibera tory ideas, for the tremendous struggle that ie ahead of u s . 
Let us never be daunted, mm* what though the odds are great and the enemy ie r u t h l e s s , 
fhere i s Joy in l iv ing and in dying for a righteous cause. Let us adopt as our motto: 
"For us to l ive I s to be f ree ." 

"If we must die - l e t i t not be l ike mam hoga, 
Hunted and penned in an inglorious spot, 
While round us bark the mad and hungry dogs 
making their mock a t our accursed l o t . 
I f we must die -oh, l e t ue nobly d ie , 
$o that our precious blood may not be shed 
In vain. Then even the monsters we defy 
Will be constrained to honour us though dead! 
Oh, kinsmen! we must meet the common foe; 
Though far outnumbered, l e t us show us brave, 
And for thei r thousand blows deal one death-blow! 
What though before us l i e s the grave? 
Like men we face the murderous, cowardly pack. 
Pressed to the wall,dying, but fighting back! " 


