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A l l cf u s must b r ea the a s i g n of r e l i e f t h a t we a re ab le to 
meet i n Conference today, i n South Afr ica the oppressed have no 
r i g h t to . teet a t w i l l * The t ime-honoured democrat ic r i g h t of assem
b l y has for us become a p r i v i l e g e , even a favour , bestowed by a 
m a g i s t r a t e or a C i t y Council a f t e r due c o n s u l t a t i o n with the P o l i c e . 
In the t w i l i g h t of democracy and on the eve of fascism we may wel l be 
g r a t e f u l Ghat t h i s conference has cy>me to pass and anxious l e s t i t be 
bur l a s t . For t h a t r ea son a lone i t . b e h o v e s u s to use . t h i s oppor tu 
n i t y to t he b e s t advantage* But t h e r e i s for us another r ea son wfcry 
we should not f r i t t e r our time away a t t h i s Conference. I t i s the 
c ry ing need of the masses of the oppressed people fo r a courageous 
and informed l e a d e r s h i p . They look to t h i s assembly of t h e i r P a r l i a 
ment, the A^A.C*, to supply t h i s need and we dare not f a i l them. I n 
t h i s address I s h a l l do no more than i n d i c a t e t h e - g e n e r a l approach to 
our t a sks ' and l e a v e i t to Conference to f i l l i n t he d e t a i l s . 

I t ha s been s a i d t h a t the one g r e a t i s s u e t h a t overshadows a l l 
o t h e r s i n the d i s t r a c t e d world today i s the i s s u e between c o n s t i t u 
t i o n a l i s m and a r b i t r a r y government. In f a c t t h i s i s a miss ta tement 
of the p o s i t i o n . The c o n f l i c t between c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s m and a r b i 
t r a r y government , i s merely the outward m a n i f e s t a t i o n , t he symptom, of 
a deeper c o n f l i c t which i s to be found i n the h i s t o r y of a l h i t h e r t o 
e x i s t i n g s o c i e t y . This c o n f l i c t has from time to time shown I t&el f 
i n va r ious forms. I n a n c i e n t Rome I t took the form of a s t r u g g l e 
between tne Flebs and the P a t r i c i a n s . • I n feudal t imes i t was a con
f l i c t between au tocracy and serfdom. I n the post -war per iod of the 
20th cent-iry i t has assumed the form of a s t r u g g l e between f o r e i g n 
domination and Indigenous na t iona l i sm i n the c o l o n i a l c o u n t r i e s , 
while i n the se r^ i -co lon ia l and m e t r o p o l i t a n c o u n t r i e s i t has taken 
the g u i s e of a c o n f l i c t between pa r l i amen ta ry democracy and fasc i sm. 

Whatever form i t nay t ake , t ne c o n f l i c t i s b a s i c a l l y a s t r u g g l e 
between the e x p l o i t e d and oppressed peoples on the one hand and the 
oppres so r s on the o t h e r . I t i s a s t r u g g l e fo r supremacy between 
m i n o r i t y which has assumed the s c a t e power and i s us ing i t to f e a t h e r 
I t s own economic and p o l i t i c a l n e s t , and the ma jo r i t y which i s s t r u 
gg l ing to a s s e r t i t s r i g h t to a f u l l and f ree l i f e . I n the heyday 
of t he i n d u s t r i a l expars ion i n t he Western c o u n t r i e s , t he r u l e r s had 
an-abundance of .new markets to conquer and v a s t c o l o n i a l dominions to 
e x p l o i t , and c o u l d ' a f f o r d to show a l a r g e measure of indulgence to 
the working c l a s s e s a:;d to extend to them so c a l l e d c i v i c or human 
r i g h t s , w i thou t j e o r p a d i s i n g t h e i r monopoly of p o l i t i c a l and economic 
power. The c e t r o p o l i t a n working c l a s s e s could be l u l l e d i n t o a f a l s e 
sense of s e c u r i t y because t h e i r l o t was made easy by the e x p l o i t a t i o n 
of t he b l a c i c o l o n i a l s l a v e s who were worked to the bone i n o rde r to 
e n r i c h the 'toother coun t ry" . Nowadays, however, with the sh r ink ing 
of marke t s , i n d u s t r i a l u n r e s t and s t r i k e s , t he growth i n s e l f - c o n 
sc iousness and p o l i t i c a l awareness of the working c l a s s e s with tte 
emergei?ce of w r i t e r s 1 s t a t e s and che development of indigenous n a t i o n -
a l i s n s opposed to c o l o n i a l e x p l o i t a t i o n , the whole wes te rn system i s 
on the d-c-Jinj end i s f i g h M r g for s u r v i v a l with i t s Back to the w a l l . 
I t i s he logger w i l l i n g :o countenance c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s m or the r u l e 
of law s* n o : by t h i s very meens the workers a r e demanding an e f f e c 
t i v e say i n trio c o n t r o l pi the s t a t e , mashlneryy The r u l e r s now see 
i n parl iar- i intory democracy ah in s t rumen t for t h e i r o w n ' d e s t r u c t i o n . 
For i t s p r e s e r v a t i o n t h e i r s t a t e has^assumed o r i s r a p i d l y assuming 
d i c t a t o r i a l power*.' Thin s t a t e can no longer guarantee the i n d i v i 
dua l fund^aehta l human r i g h t s - the r i g h t to freedom oi speech, f r e e 
dom of thought anc worship, freedom *>f movement, freedom of assembly 
and o r g a n i s a t i o n . 

I n no country i n the world today i s the d e n i a l of democracy and 
the growth of fascism more obvious than i n South Afr ica where the 
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Executive by l e g i s l a t i o n has been invested with a r b i t r a r y powers 
which i t can exerc ise without recourse to the ordinary law Courts . I 
wish to re fe r b r i e f l y to some recent l e g i s l a t i o n which reveals c l e a r l y 
tha t the ru l ing c l a s s of South Africa w i l l stoo a t nothing to ensure 
i t s continued p o l i t i c a l supremacy. 

The Native Administrat ion Act of 1927 as amended in 1952 not only 
empowers the Minis ter of Native Affairs to pass and amend laws agains t 
Africans without reference to Parliament, but a lso e n t i t l e s the Minis
t e r to remove ind iv idua l Africans or even t r i b e from one area to another 
whenever he thinks i t expedient Bin the public i n t e r e s t " . You wi l l 
r e c a l l t ha t a l i t t l e l e s s than 3 months ago the Transvaal Supreme 
Court i n the Kuena and Saliwa cases held t ha t a person affected by a 
removal order issued under the Native Administrat ion Act i s not e n t i 
t l ed to a hearing by the Law Courts although he might be wholly blame
l e s s . 

Scandalous as the provisions of the Native Administrat ion Act are , 
they are on*y a l i t t l e worse than those of the Riotous Assembly's Act 
of 1914 as amended i n 1930 whereby whenever the Minis ter of J u s t i c e i s 
of Opinion tha t a person i s :promoting fee l ings of h o s t i l i t y between 
Europeans and non-Europeans he may serve a not ice upon t ha t person pro
h i b i t i n g him from being within any defined area for any per iod. Fur
ther-more, i n terms of t h i s Act the Minis ter may p roh ib i t any public 
gathering or at tendance of any person a t such a gathering and may pro
h i b i t the publ ica t ion or dissemination of any document which i n h i s 
opinion i s ca lcu la ted to engender fee l ings of h o s t i l i t y between the 
various r a c e s . 

Although the provisions of the Riotous Assemblies Act a re very 
d r a s t i c they never theless e n t i t l e the vict im to demand and obta in from 
the Minis te r wr i t t en reasons for h i s exclusion from any p a r t i c u l a r a rea . 
Not so with the Suppression of Communism Act of 1950 which s p e c i f i 
c a l l y prevents the Minis ter from giving reasons-.for h i s a c t i ons . In 
terms of t h i s Act the Minis ter may banish any person whom he considers 
" l i ke ly i n any area to advise or encourage the achievement of any of 
the objec ts of Communism as defined i n the A c t . " And t h i s d e f i n i t i o n 
i s so wide as to embrace any one of us i n the l i b e r a t o r y movement. 

Then there i s the Criminal LDws Amendment Act which even the Go
vernment paper "Die Burger" described as *fe-n ugly chi ld of an ag i t a t ed 
time".. This Act provides for savage pena l t i e s for offences committed 
by was of p ro t e s t agains t a law or i n support of a campaign for the r e 
peal or modif icat ion of a law. This law was and i s aimed not only 
aga ins t "de f i e r s " of th^ laws but a lso aga ins t ^ i n c i t e r s " to such de
f i ance . — The d e f i n i t i o n of the l a t t e r c l a s s of persons i s so vague 
t h a t i t - c a n ensnare even the unsuspect ing. An i n c i t e r i s defined as 
"any person who tfses any language or does any ac t or thing calcula ted 
to cause any-p^rson or persons i n general to commit an offence by way 
of p ro t e s t aga ins t any law". I t i s t h i s Provision of the Act which 
has f r ightened the da i ly press in to s e r v i l e connivance a t the f a s c i s t i c 
moves of the ru l ing c l ique . 

The Public Safety Act of 1953 e n t i t l e s the Cabinet and even the 
Minis ter of J u s t i c e to dispense a l toge ther with the law Courts i f or 
h i s sole unfe t te red d i s c r e t i o n he should th ink i t "urgently necessary" 
to do so. This Act empowers the Governor-General (read "the Minis ter 
of J u s t i c e " ) by Proclamation i n the Gazette (1) to declare a s t a t e of 
emergency and (2) to make such regu la t ions as may appear to him to be 
necessary or expedient to provide for the safety of the Public and for 
the maintenance of public order . This law may be termed the " l a s t 
d i tch s tand" of the Herrenvolk to be taken when a l l the other laws 
which the ru l ing c l a s s has passed to suppress the p o l i t i c a l views of 
i t s s laves and the wide i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of these laws by a complacent 
Judic iary cons is t ing of carefu l ly screened, properly o r i en ta ted Herren
volk judge's have proved ine f fec tua l in stemming the r i s i ng t ide of the 
l ibeya tory movement, 
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In a previous address I have re fer red to these laws and to spse 

o thers liice them as well to show to what extent the l iber ty : ;of the sub
j e c t i s being a s sa i l ed bythe rul ing c l a s s . I make no apology for r e 
fer r ing to tham again i n t h i s adcress for th£ same reason because, they 
are the Herrenvoik 's reply to our Ten Point Programme. For- t ha t r e a 
son alone they deserve to be thoroughly known by our leadership*: They 
cons t i t u t e the obs tac les with which we have to conteni i n pur daily, 
s t rugg le to achieve our programme.' . I t i s therefore not only proper, 
but a lso e s s e n t i a l t ha t we should take due cognisance of them: in.choos-t 
ing not only our bat t leground but' also our weapons of s t rugg le . 

Arising from the ana lys i s of the above laws i t i s well for.jUS:to 
note and understand the s igni f icance r>for our movement of the fol low
ing f a c t o r s ; -

1. That most of ' t he tyrannica l laws have been passed within the l a s t 
f ive years , though some of' them date back more than twenty yea r s . 
While 3"> years ago the s t a t e of, emergency, or ^agi ta tsd t ime" to use 

X) Die Burger ' s phrase, was '.episodic, i t has of l a t e become chronic 
and extraordinary measures have assumed a permanent charac ter . 

\ 

2. That the general ef f ec t 'ot these laws i s to p lace -au toc ra t i c powers 
i n the hands of Cabinet Minis ters and to exclude any appeal to the 
Law Courts by those v ic t imised . 

3 . That the au toc r a t i c powers conferred on the Minis te rs are d i rec ted 
towards the .suppression not only of r e v o l t s but also of adverse 
c r i t i c i s m of government p o l i c i e s . 

4 . That they v i r t u a l l y c lose a l l con i i t u t l ona l channels whereby, the 
l i b e r a t o r y movement' can propagate i t s views and paii 'eies and even
t u a l l y bring, i t s programme to f r u i t i o n , 

5 . That these" laws-Are aimed not only agains t non-Euroj)sans as a p.eople, 
but against- 'all" progress ives i r r e s p e c t i v e of colour.-

The tasks ' ' p i ' o rgan is ing a l i b e r a t o r y movement i n face of such 
laws a re d i f f i c u l t and dangerous. Their performance requi res an i n 
formed and courageous l eadersh ip , for they must be performed a t a l l 
c o s t s . I t i s one of the chief tasks of t h i s conference to determine 
the manner of t h e i r performance. If we view the immensity of the 
task as i t presents I t s e l f to us a t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r momc-nt we s h a l l 
c e r t a i n l y be overawed and sha l l shr ink from I t . But i f we view the 
task , as we ought, from a h i s t o r i c a l perspect ive , not only sha l l be 
fee l equal to i t , but we sha l l ' ' see our way c lea r to overcoming the ob
s t a c l e s in the way of i t s achievement. 

> • 

F i r s t of a l l we must see the growth of bureaucracy in the s o - c a l l 
ed Western democraoies as a world-wide phenomenon which has been ; 
brought about by the sharpening of the s t ruggle between the exploi ted 
and oppressed peoples on the one hand, and ' the oppressors on the o t h e r . 
This r e a l i s a t i o n alone wi l l make i t . c l e a r to us t ha t we are on the winn
ing side and wi l l give us morale i n the d i f f i c u l t period immediately 
ahead of u s . 'ffe w i l l begin to see tha t we ourselves have, in a r e a l 
way, helped to ce ra te the condi t ions whereby the SerrenvolK are com
pel led to abandon the sham of parl iamentary democracy and to convert 
the s t a t e in to an obvious instrument of oppression. The rul ing c lass 
i s f ight ing f i e r c e l y , with i t s back to the wa l l , l i k e a beas t a t bay, 
because : i i; wants to preserve I t s l i f e for as long as possible before 
i t i s overtaken by ftie i nev i t ab l e doom which by a l l h i s t o r i c a l prece
dents i t cannot avoid. 

I am of opinion tha t t h i s view of the h i s t o r i c a l necess i ty of the 
s t a t e bureaucracy i s amply j u s t i f i e d by the fac t s i n the South African 
s i t u a t i o n . I am of opinion also tha t t h i s fac t has not genera l ly 
been appreciated even by some of those who are i n the leadership of 
the movement. Yet i t s apprec ia t ion i s <MF tremendous importance to 
the future of our movement, I propose therefore to discuss the matter 

in / 



- 4 -
i n some d e t a i l . 

Br ie f ly s t a t e d , my thes i s i s as fo l lows : - That the objec t ive 
s i t u a t i o n i n South Africa i s such t ha t the Herrenvolk can and wi l l 
maintain i t s e l f i n power only by es tab l i sh ing a shor t l ived Police 
s t a t e j tha t no Herrenvolk p o l i t i c a l party with a l i b e r a l or even an 
a n t i - f a s c i s t programme wi l l ever get in to power; tha t the next p o l i 
t i c a l development of any s igni f icance wi l l be the ending of Herrenvolk 
ru le and the taking over of the government by a party which wi l l ex
tend qqual democratic r i g h t s to a l l , i r r e s p e c t i v e of race , colour or 
creed; t ha t the Non»3urofceans wi l l p a r t i c i p a t e i n tha t government. 
Judging 3"om the 6peed of events i n the world today, i t i s not too 
much to say t ha t a l l the p o l i t i c a l events envisaged above can be ex-
pcted within the next years* 

This thes i s i s not e n t i r e l y born of wishful thinking but i s 
based on p o l i t i c a l fac t s which are common cause, , but to which I can 
do no more than make a passing reference i n an address of t h i s nature . 

When the Na t iona l i s t s came in to power in the winter of 19*8 
they were the most surpr ised of a l l . To say t ha t they rose to power 
because of super ior organisa t ion i s inadequate . Nor can t h e i r suc
cess be accounted for by the magic which the U.P. seems to a t t r i b u t e 
to the word "apar theid" . The Nats won the e l ec t ions because of t h e i r 
advocacy of a more thorough going and unscrupulous app l i ca t ion of the 
t r a d i t i o n a l Herrenvolk policy of segragat ion as a panacea for the 
ever growing labour shortage coupled with the growing res t iveness of 
the Non-European oppressed. I t i s a measure of the desperat ion to 
which t h i s objec t ive s i t u a t i o n had driven the Herrenvolk tha t they 
were pepared to j e t t i s o n the United par ty , a party which was even 
then led by Smuts, one of the foremost statesmen of the Western world 
a t that, time, a par ty moreover which had led South Africa in to a suc-
eeessful war aga ins t f a s c i s t I t a l y and Nazi Germany and was even then 
r id ing on the c r e s t of the wave of a g lor ious v ic to ry . I t i s s i gn i 
f i c an t , I say, t ha t t h i s party should h^.ve been thrown overboard 
evernight , as i t were,and ins tead the party of the opposi t ion , a party 
which had been driven in to the wilderness ten years e a r l i e r and which 
had not only opposed but had ac tua l ly sabotaged the war effor t ,ahbuld 
have been elected in to o f f i c e . The unexpected r e s u l t s of the 219*8 
e l ec t i ons cannot be s a t i s f a c t o r i l y explained without reference to the 
economic and p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n which was f a s t developing in South 
Africa ten years ago - and indeed throughout the world. 

The i n d u s t r i a l expansion caused by the war and the opening of 
the Free S ta te gold mines led to an acute shortage of labour. The 
temper of .the ru l ing c lass could be gauged from the i n s i s t e n t demands 
of tiie farmers, i n d u s t r i a l i s t s and mine-owners for more and more l a 
bour during the ear ly f o r t i e s . I t was a t t h i s time t h a t the Mine 
Wages Commission was appointed. Giving evidence before t h i s Com
mission on behalf of t h i Chamber of Mines, Mr, Gemmil i s reported to 
have s t a t ed : "If you pay the Native more wages, or i f you give him 
land, he i s going to s tay a t home. He i s not going to work on the 
mines.*1 In order to a l l ay the anxiety of the Herrenvolk, Smuts pro
mised to solve the labour problem by means of a more thorough and 
methodical regimentat ion of cheap black labour via the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
scheme and an i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of the pass system. The Smuts govern
ment was, however, unable to solve the labour problem and i t s Non-Euro
pean policy was blamed for the f a i l u r e . 

I t wi l l be ramenbered tha t , with the th rea t of Japanese invasioo 
Smuts had promised to arm ev^ry able-bodied Non-European male, a r e 
volut ionary proposi t ion by South African s tandards . There had also 
been much o f f i c i a l t a l k about giving more land to the Africans and 
abolishing the pass laws. 'Ahen the promised labour was not f o r t h 
coming the Herrenvolk reoa l led to mind these l i b e r a l u t t e rances and 
began to wonder i f Smuts was not in f a c t a Kaf f i r -boe t ie as al leged 
by the Nats. The growth of l i b e r a t o r y ideas among the Non-Uhites 
did not improve the pos i t ion for Smuts. I t was during th i s period 
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tna tashe Anti-CAD was born and the A.A.C. regere ra ted . These cwo 
federa l o rganisa t ions formed the N.E.U.il. which based i t s e l f on a 
t o t a l r e j e c t i o n of i n f e r i o r i t y and a demand for f u l l equa l i ty ; adopt
ed a r i g i d programme, of p r inc ip l e s to be implemented by means "of 
Non-collaboration with"the government and the use of the boycott 
weapon. For t ha t whole decade the N.E.U.M. s e t the fashion i n l i 
bera tory ifleas and es tabl i shed a high standard of po l i t i c a l l e a d e r 
sh ip . I t s searching p o l i t i c a l ! anlyses revealed the f ac t . t h a t ' t h e r e 
are i n exis tence i n t h i s country two d iamet r ica l ly opposed forces 
between which there can be no compromise - Herrenvolkism and the 
National Libera tory Movement. I t cal led upon the Non-European i n 
t e l l e c t u a l s i n p a r t i c u l a r to choose where they would h i t c h t h e i r 
wagon - e i the r with the people or with the r u l e r s . Applying the 
policy of non-col labora t ion , i t ca l led upon the N.R.C. to r e s ign en 
b loc . 

The impact of these ideas can be seen i n the determined r e s i s 
tance of the peasants*"against the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n scheme, i n the mine 
workers1 s t r i k e of 1946 which the ru l ing c lass viciously ' suppressed, 
In the adjournment and f i n a l col lapse of the N.R.C. and i n many 
other events, 

I repea t t ha t i n my view i t was b a s i c a l l y because of the labour 
shortage and the p o l i t i c a l awakening and mi l i tancy of the Non-Whites 
t ha t the Malanazis were Jse turned to power. Apartheid i s merely 
the i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of segregat ion neces i ta ted by th i s chronic l a 
bour shortage axd the growing p o l i t i c a l consciousness of the Non-Euro
peans. I t i s evidence of the f i e r ce determination of the Herren-
volk to use the mailed f i s t , i f necessary, to preserve i t s wealth 
and p o l i t i c a l supremacy. The Na t iona l i s t party was returned to 
power because of i t s promisedto deal adequately with t h i s develop
ing econimic and p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n . 

I t now remains to show tha t a f t e r 7 years of " _ 
the labour shortage i s s t i l l acute and the p o l i t i c a l determination 
of the Non-Whites to f ree themselves shows no signs of: diminishing 
desp i te the f a s c i s t i c measures of the rul ing c l a s s . 

iAiring the l a s t two years i t has become increas ingly c lea r t ha t 
apar theid i s unable to de l iver the goods, namely to supply the r e 
q u i s i t e quant i ty of cheap black labour and to s t e r n the r i s i n g t ide 
of p o l i t i c a l consciousness. The r epor t of the N.A.D;. for the years 
1950/51 makes the pos i t ion clear . . There i s plenty of other evidence 
This f a i l u r e has created a s t a t e of nervousness among the Herren-
volk which was revealed not only by the very f ac t of enacting such 
a monstrosity as the Native Labour (Settlement of Disputes) Act .1953, 
but a lso by the statements made i n Parliament ir* the debates accom
panying the passing of the Act. 

In August. 1953 the Minis ter of Labour i s re'por-cea JX> have s t a t 
ed " . . . . a g a i n bearing i n mind t ha t there are almost l,ooo,rv*o Native 
workers i n indust ry and commerce today - they can use the i r t rade 
unions as a p o l i t i c a l weapon and they can crea te chaos i n South 
Africa a t any given tima. I think tha t we would probably be committ
ing race su ic ide i f we give them.that i ncen t ive" . 

Of the l ,0^0,ooo African i n d u s t r i a l workers about ha l f are i n 
the mining indus t ry . According to a statement made l a s t year by 
Mr Openheimer, the mine magnate, the mining indust ry urgent ly r e 
qu i res 80,noo more African l aboure r s . The U.P. has blamed t h i s 
s h o r t f a l l on the apar the id p o l i c i e s of the Na t iona l i s t Party aid has 
come out with- the slogan " In tegra t ion or poor Whiteism." Recently 
Prof. Horwood of C.T. Universi ty described apar the id as na t h r e a t 
to indus t ry" . Colin Steyn the then leader of the U.P. i n the Free 
S t a t e advocated-the r e su r r ec t i on and enlargement of tie N.R.C. which, 
according* to the Par ty- leader Strauss would l e a r n the "demands and 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s " of democracy. 
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During the course of t h i s year the clamour for core and more 

cheap labour has not abated. Forced fey the s t a r k r e a l i t y of the 
labour shortage the Na t iona l i s t Party hashbgd to sof t pedal some of 
i t s rosea te and Utorlan schemes l i k e Bantustan and sh i f t ing indus
t r i e s to t te "Native T e r r i t o r i e s " , as such phantasies a re not ca lcu la 
ted to improve the labour pos i t ion and wi l l only lead to defeat a t 
the po i J s . The Nationalist Party i s now playing up the schemes which 
a re more dynamically connected with the provision of cheap labour, 
such as the disfranchisement of the Coloured males add making them 
rep lace the Africans in a l l ca tegor ies of labour i n the Western Cape 
by implementation of the so-ca l led "Biselen l i n e " pol icy . I t has 
leaked; out recent ly t ha t the Government in tends to remove about 5000 
Africans from the Western Cape i n March of tia&t year and the o f f i c i a l 
demialsof t h i s statement are not convincing. 

The Government i s , of course, staKing everything on the succes-
ful implementation of the Bantu Kducation x*ct and the Bantu Autho
r i t i e s Act by which i t hopes to dfcvert every African male and female, 
adu l t and child,ifcto the labour market. 

For the same reason the Herrenvolk i s forging ahead with the 
t ightening of the pass System, and the inhuman app l i ca t i on of the 
Population Reg i s t r a t ion Act to the Coloured people i s ca lcu la ted not 
only to crea te a pogrom atmosphere but also to help d i r e c t l y i n the 
so lu t ion of th^ labour problem. The Smutslan r e h a b i l i t a t i o n scheme 
i s a lso being i n t e n s i f i e d and provision has been made for the es ta 
blishment shor t ly of 35 more r u r a l v i l l ages of the Zwelitsha type. 
I t i s c lear t ha t the Government i s determined to comp every nook and 
cranny of t h i s lend for Non-White labourers and to regiment a l l Non-
Europeans for t h i s purpose. 

The labour pos i t ion i s so despera te , however, tha t the Herren
volk i s not t r u s t i n g tha t i t wi l l be able to solve i t in sp i t e of 
a l l i t s d r a s t i c measures. Of l a t e Cabinet Minis ters have even been 
ca l l ing upon the Whites to be prepared to work-^or themselves and 
to dispense with Black labour . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note t ha t a l 
though the vast majori ty of African workers a re wastefully employed 
on the White farms, the Government shows no i n t e n t i o n of d iver t ing 
t h i s labour supply towards indus t ry . Such a move would na tuea l ly 
antagonise the White farmers, who are themselves clamouring for more 
and more s l aves , and would endanger the Na t iona l i s t P a r t y ' s chances 
of success a t the next General e l e c t i o n s . For t h i s reason the 
Government has embarked on the d i sas t rous policy of denuding the 
towns and indus t ry of i t s manpower and d iver t ing i t to the farms 
whose cont r ibu t ion to the wealth of the country i s n e g l i g i b l e . 

The new c a l l upon the Whites to work for themselves aid not to be 
dependent on 31ack labour i s supposed to be the Nationalis t 's reply 
to the opposi t ion 1 s c r i t i c i s m tha t apar the id i s a t h r e a t to the 
cheap labour supply. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t , however,that i t has coin
cided with o f f i c i a l admissions and denia ls t ha t a depression i s in 
the off ing . No matter how Mr.Louw may t ry to hide i t , there are 
d e f i n i t e signs of a coming economic depression in the Westren world 
including South Africa. The " th rea t " of peace has become a g rea te r 
dource of embarrassment to the Western world than the th rea t of war, 
because of the c e r t a i n t y of a depression should i n d u s t r i a l produc
t i o n r e v e r t to a normal peace b a s i s . Speaking recent ly i n Johannes
burg, Mr van Rhyn, Minister of H.con4mic Affa i r s , expressed t h i s 
Western fear when he sa id , ^ u r i n d u s t r i a l i s t s wi l l be exposed to 
s tronger competit ion i f tne prospects of lengthy peace improve and 
the production of overseas i n d u s t r i a l i s t s a re again devoted i n a 
l a r g e r measure to c i v i l i a n needs". The cost of l iv ing in South 
Africa i s growing dai ly and has more than doubled i t s e l f since 1938, 
I f t h i s s t a t e of a f f a i r s continues then we are in for a depression. 
The . ru le rs are already preparing the minds of the people and of the 
White workers p a r t i c u l a r l y for i t as well as se t t ing up the lega l 
na«hiriery via the Indus t r i a l Cons i l i a t ion B i l l for dealing with the 
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i n d u s t r i a l un res t which wi l l inev i t ab ly r e s u l t from such a depession. 
I f a depression depression does come, the White workers wi l l be h i t 
hardes t and they w i l l have to be prepared to Join the ranks of the 
unsk i l l ed and semi-sk i l led labourers in order to surv ive . This i s 
one of the ••problems of re-adjustment" which the Minis ter of Finance, 
Mr Eric Xiouw, re fe r red to when he spoke recen t ly i n Pre tor ia on the 
consequences to South Africa of a world depress ion. UT Eric Louw i6 
repor ted to have sa id , The Union would not escape the consequences 
of developments and we would be faced with the problems of r e - a d j u s t 
ment". The i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of apar theid i n the trade union move
ment wi l l prevent the c rea t ion of a common code for a l l workers and 
thus f o r e s t a l l any p o s s i b i l i t y of a uni ted front between Black and 
tfhite vorkers i n the event of a depression. This i s what Mr Schoeman 
r e a l l y meant when he said in Parliament during the debates on the 
Native Labour (Settlement of Disputes) Act: O f f i c i a l recogni t ion 
of Native t rade unions wi l l be de t r imenta l to the i n t e r e s t s of South 
A f r i c a . . , . I t i s obvious t ha t the s tronger the Native t rade union 
movement should become, the more dangerous i t would be to the Euro
peans i n South Afr ica" . 

• 

gnough has been said in support of my view tha t the Na t iona l i s t s 
are unable to solve the twin problems of Government which face them, 
namely, shortage of labour and the p o l i t i c a l demands of the Non-'Vhites 
and tha t i n t h e i r attempt to grapple with these problems they are 
being r e l e n t l e s s l y dr iven towards a pol ice s t a t e . . . . 

• 

I say " r e l en t l e s s ly d r iven" because i n the view I take, the 
United Party or any other p t r t y which bases i t s e l f on white supre
macy would find i t s e l f exactly i n the same p o s i t i o n . Tota l i t a r ian i sm 
i s the i nev i t ab l e r e s u l t of segragat ion in the present day indus
t r i a l development i n South Afr ica . That i s why the Na t iona l i s t 
Party, desp i te i t s admittedly "wicked* rtcts ( e .g . the.passing of the 
Senate ket) i s gaining more and more support. That i s also the 
reason why the United Party dare not give i n advance an undertaking 
tha t i f i t i s re turned to power i t w i l l repeal the N a t i o n a l i s t - i n 
spired laws although the United Party has severely a t tacked these 
laws during t h e i r passage through Parliament. That i s the lesson of 
the Hillbrow by-e lec t ion in which Dr FriedmanUand h i s l i k e were to ld 
in no uncer ta in terms t ha t there i s no room for l ibe ra l i sm in South 
Africa, That i s why no serious voice of ppro tes t was ra ised by the 
da i ly press when the C.A.T.A. o f f i c i a l s were dismissed from t h e i r 
jobs j u s t because of t h e i r p o l i t i c a l views, and when the Pfclftee ca r 
r i ed out t h e i r Union-wide r a id s os tens ib ly to prevent "treason and 
s e d i t i o n . " That i s why the Nats can afford to tear up the South 
African Cons t i tu t ion and pave the way for a t o t a l i t a r i a n s t a t e , j u s t 
as H i t l e r did i n Germany, without encountering ser ious opposi t ion . 
The United Party organ, "The Friend", i n an e d i t o r i a l dated 25th Nov. 
19^5, a f t e r s t a t i n g t ha t "the basic reason why a l l - who respect the 
Cons t i tu t ion and cherish the fundamental freedoms of democracy are 
t o t a l l y and i r revocably opposed to the changes made, i s tha t these 
changes, a l t e r i n g Parliament out of a l l recogni t ion , are a means to 
an end - and tha t end i s a fundamental change in the Const i tu t ion" , 

.goes on to say: "This i s the s incere ly and passionately held be l ie f 
of thousands of South Africans today. But i t should not bl ind them 
to the f ac t tha t the formation of a new Se^are, however much they .may 
d i s l i k e i t and deplore the motives which led to i t s c rea t ion , i s to 
become, for the time being aft any r a t e , a duly const i tued par t of the 
Parliamentary machine, e s sen t i a l to the democratic government of the 
country, and tha t i t must be accepted as such u n t i l such time as the 
v a l i d i t y of the l e g i s l a t i o n crea t ing i t i s successful ly contested in 
a Court of Law". This i s the typ ica l Herrenvolk a t t i t u d e t o . t h e 
whi t t l ing away of the people ' s r i g h t s by the ru l ing c l ique . I t was 
t h i s a t t i t u d e on the par t of the German Herrenvolk which made i t 
easy for H i t l e r to r i s e to power, and thereaf te r "scorning the base 
decrees by which he did ascend", to impose a r u t h l e s s regime on the 
German people which did not end u n t i l mi l l ions of people had been 
murdered or mu l t i l a t ed . HerrenvolK autocracy has a log ic of i t s 
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own and we hafe no reason to bel ieve tha t i t w i l l devia te frou i t s 
bloody course i n South Africa unless i t i s challenged and defeated 
before i t takes firm r o o t . 

From the above remarks i t should be easy to deduce why the 
United Party and the other Herrenvolk P a r t i e s to the l e f t of the 
U.P. wi l l never get in to power i n South Africa as present ly con
s t i t u t e d . All these p a r t i e s w i l l so~n be. forced by objec t ive con
d i t ions to take de f in i t e s ides ins tead of s i t t i n g on the fence, in 
the i nev i t ab l e con f l i c t between Herrenvolkism as represented by 
Strydom's governing c l ique and r e a l democracy as represented by the 
N.E.U.M. There a re a few - a l l too few Europeans who are beginn
ing to' be a t t r a c t e d to our ideas and who accept our Ifiadership. But 
there i s a l a r g e r number, the l i b e r a l s and n e o - l i b e r a l s , i l l e g i t i 
mate i s sue of con f l i c t between equa l i ty and white supremacy, who 
are permanently t i ed to the umbi l ica l cord of t h e i r mother, Herren
volkism. To sever t h i s t i e would lead to. instantaneous death of 
the l i b e r a l o f f spr ing . I t i s t h i s f ac t which makes l ibe ra l i sm and 
the Libera l par ty so dangerous to our movement. Liberalism as a 
p o l i t i c a l t rend i n South « f r ica represen t s a confession by the Her
renvolk of i t s s i n aga ins t the,,Non-European oppressed, but a r e 
fusal to abandon i t s wicked ways and a plea for a compromise where
by the oppressed wi l l acquiesce in t h e i r oppression. I t s method 
i s to i n g r a t i a t e i t s e l f with the oppresed by shedding copious t e a r s 
of sympathy with the underdog and then to lead i t , with the rope 
securely t i ed round i t s neck, to the camp of the Herrenvolk, for 
the purpose of exp lo i t a t i on . The African people had b i t t e r expe
r ience of t h i s type of leadership in 1935/36 when the l i b e r a l s led 
them to an acceptance of be Hertzog «c t s on the p r inc ip le t ha t half 
a loaf i s b e t t e r than no bread. 

We of the-N.E.U.M. a re through with Libera l leadership . . The 
l i b e r a l s know i t and have long given up any attempt to- seduce u s . 
The same cannot, unfor tunate ly , be said of tt;e A.N.C... $h i s African 
organisa t ion has not only handed over i t s leadership to the l i b e 
r a l s and n e o - l i b e r a l s , but i t has permitted these gentry to form 
a so-ca l led Unity movement as a r i v a l of the N.E.U.M. - No grea te r 
harm could have been done than t h i s a t t h i s stage of- our s t rugg le . 
Recent tragi-comic evidence of the exis tence of t h i s sorry s t a t e 
of a f f a i r s i s to be found in the fac t tha t the l eadersh ip of the 
fl*N.C. can be associa ted with the le.ader.ship of the Libera l Par ty , 
the Labour Party, the South African Congress of Democrats, the 
Federat ion of South African .women, the Transvaal Indian Congress, 
the South African I n s t i t u t e of Race Rela t ions , even City Counci
l l o r s of Johannesburg i n an appeal for the r e c a l l of Father 
Huddleston because There i s , in t h i s country today, no European 
who has so successful ly and boldly bridged the yawning gap of hos
t i l i t y and fear between White men (Herrenvolkism) and Black 
(equal i ty for a l l ) , and developed on both s ides of the Colour l i n e , 
a s p i r i t of to lerance (of oppress ion) , r espec t (for au thor i ty ) and 
brother-hood between men ( c o l l a b o r a t i o n ) . . . B u t a g rea t gap wi l l be 
l e f t i n our Community by h i s depar ture . To non-Europeans espe
c i a l l y , i t will-seem as i f they are abandoned and l e f t desolate 
when the doughtiest of the i r champions, i n a l l so few. Is ca l led 
away". (emphasis and parenthesis mine). L i t t l e wonder t h i s appeal 
has received so much publ ic i ty i n the Herrenvolk pess* I t w i l l 
take our movement a long time to undo the work t ha t the A.N.C. i s 
doing of enabling the l i b e r a l s to handcuff the oppressed and to 
de l iver them to the Herrenvolk for exp lo i t a t i on . 

• 

I have sa id tha t more and more democratically-minded Whites 
are turning to the N.E.U.M. for p o l i t i c a l l e ade r sh ip . We open 
our arms wide to receive them not as s t rangers but as bro thers and 
comrades-in-arms aga ins t a v ic ious system of Herrenvolk r u l e . We 
c a l l upon the thousands of o ther European men and women, i n t e l l e 
c t u a l s and workers, who know tha t the s t a t i o n of our beloved 
country l i e s i n our movement, to come o.ut boldly and swell .our 
ranks before the forces of darkness overwhelm us and them. 

I t / 
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I t i s not enough tha t you should be a democrat a t h e a r t . I t i s 
much more important t ha t you should ac t ive ly engage in the s t ruggle 
for the preserva t ion of t rue democracy in a rapid ly changing soc ie ty . 
The N.E.U.M. i s the only organisa t ion i n the country which has 
bound i t s e l f i r revocably and uncompromisingly for extension of fu l l 
democratic r i g h t s to a l l i r r e s p e c t i v e of race , colour or creeds. I t 
c o n s t i t u t e s the only r e a l oppos i t ion to the ru l ing c l i o u e . To the 
N.E«U»M. has f a l l e n the h i s t o r i c a l task of put t ing an end to Herren-
volkjsm and i n s t i t u t i n g a new era of democracy for a l l . 

I t i s my firm convict ion tha t t h i s fundamental p o l i t i c a l deve
lopment wi l l take place within the next ten y e a r s . This bold pre
d i c t i o n i s based upon devolopments i n South Africa as well as abroad. 
I t i s common cause t ha t the t r i a l of s t rength between East and West 
cannot be put off much longer and i n the outcome of t h i s s t rugg le 
we are deeply i n t e r e s t e d , for the r e a l Issue wi l l be between Herren-
volkism and t rue democracy. I t i s s i gn i f i can t t ha t Mr Erasmus, 
Minis ter of Defence, on h i s r e tu rn from h i s recent v i s i t abroad men
tioned the looming danger of war and s t r e s sed the urgent necess i ty 
for the Herrenvolk to be prepared for i n t e r n a l s t r i f e . 

These f ao t s place a heavy and urgent burden of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
on our l eade r sh ip . I t i s imperative t ha t we should r e a l i s e the 
urgency of the s i t u a t i o n and not leave t h i s Conference without mak
ing the necessary preparat ions to -"">e with i t . 

As fa r as the masses of the Non-European people are concerned, 
the most urgent problem i s n - t one of p o l i t i c a l education but one 
of p o l i t i c a l o rgan i sa t ion and l eadersh ip . The ind ica t ions a re 
t ha t the masses of our people a re fu l ly aware of the f ac t s tha t 
apar the id means enslavement for them and the r e s i s t ance which even 
the most backward are put t ing up to the implementation of the Bantu 
Education and Bantu a u t h o r i t i e s ^c t s has been an eye opener. I t 
i s encouraging to note tha t both i n the Northern Transvaal and i n 
Zululand where the most conservative elements of the African popu
l a t i o n r e s i d e , even the Government-appointed chiefs have had to 
reefcon with popular opposi t ion and have refused to commit themselves 
to an acceptance of the Bantu Author i t i e s Act desp i t e the personal 
represen ta t ions of Dr.Verwoerd. I t i s t rue t ha t i n the Cape where 
the most progressive elements a re to be found, both the Transkei 
and the CIskei Bungas have voted themselves out of exis tence i n 
favour of the Bantu a u t h o r i t i e s . But t h i s i s an Act of despera
t i o n on the prfct of the Quisl ings motivated by the promise of a new 
lease of l i f e for them in the Bantu Au thor i t i e s , I t i s nAt gene
r a l l y recognised t ha t l a rge ly through t h e i r shameless be t raya l s and 
also through our propaganda the Bunga Quisl ings stand exposed and 
are leaning very heavi ly on th^-ir Herrenvolk masters to save them 
from the wrath of the people. I t has no* become' a regular theme 
of Dp.Verwoerd and h i s under - l ings to accuse the Bunga puppets of 
being mere puppets lacking in i n i t i a t i v e and i s o l a t e d from the 
people. But t h i s i s a f a te from which the Quisl ings can never e s 
cape, whether they are ca l led Bunga Council lors or Bantu Authori
t i e s . 

The Government i s not finding the task of es tabl i sh ing the 
Bantu Author i t i e s an easy one9 even apar t from the f ac t of popular 
oppos i t ion . Conference wi l l r e c a l l how e a r l i e r i n the year 
UT Strydom ha i l ed the acceptance of the Bantu Author i t ies scheme 
by the Transkei Bunga as a triumph for apar the id . The attempt 
implement t h i s decis ion has not ra i sed anything l i k e the same 
amount of enthusiasm, l a rge ly because i t has been suddenly d isco
vered by the powers t ha t be t ha t the Bantu t r i b e s are so numerous 
and intermingled tha t i t i s a v e r i t a b l e jigsaw puzzle to recognise 
and e x t r i c a t e them. Only a few weeks back a t a session of the 
Transkein Bunga spec ia l ly convened a t Umtata for the implementatior 
of the Bantu a u t h o r i t i e s *c t the Chief .Native Commissioner unbur
dened himself i n despai r . *When the B0ntu a u t h o r i t i e s Act was 
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formed", he said * t t did not spec i f i c a l l y mention these (Transfcian) 
t e r r i t o r i e s . The Apt was o r i g i n a l l y applied to those areas where 
la rge t r i b e s l i v e i n locat ions. . There the t r i b a l authority* was a 
considerable e n t i t y , owing a l l eg iance to a paramount chief.; In a l l 
the de l i be ra t i ons up to the pesent the ed i f i e s of the Bantu Autho
r i t y scheme has been applied on the bas i s of each loca t ion beiAT a 
t r i b a l or community a u t h o r i t y . personal ly . I am a f r a id" tha t idea 
presents too many d i f f i c u l t i e s to be e f f ec t i ve . There a re 917 
loca t i ons i n the Transkel - some with only 50 t a x - p a y e r s . " If you 
add these p r a c t i c a l d i f f i c u l t i e s to the determined r e s i s t ance of the 
people you w i l l have some idea of the chances of success of the 
Bantu Author i t i e s scheme. 

a 

I r epea t t h a t the g r e a t e s t problem facing our movement i s not 
the p o l i t i c a l education of the masses., important though t ha t i s . 
Cur g r e a t e s t d i f f i c u l t y a t the present moment i s o rgan i sa t iona l , 
namely the provision and o r i e n t a t i o n of a l t e r n a t i v e loca l l eade r 
ship to . that of the Quisl ings in the Bungas and Bantn Author i t i es , 
e t c and the cana l i s a t i on , coordinat ion and c e n t r a l i s a t i o n of t h i s 
l eadersh ip i n the N.B.U.M. 

I have sa id e a r l i e r on t h a t we have se t a high standard of 
p o l i t i c a l leadership* Only f i f t e en years ago every layer of Non-
Buropec-n leadersh ip was adept i n the a r t of facing towards the Her-
renvolk and towards the people a t one and same time. The r e s u l t 
was p o l i t i c a l opportunism and adventurism. While i t i s t rue tha t 
there a re s t i l l r e l i c s of t h i s pas t among Non-White o rgan i sa t ions , 
i t i s equally t rue t ha t such misleadershlp i s not to be found in 
the ranks of t h e N.E.U.M. This r e s u l t s from the f ac t t ha t we have 
adopted a programme of p r inc ip l e s which guides and d i r e c t s our 
every-day p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s . The outoome i s t ha t our movement 
has a t t r a c t e d t h e very bes t elements not only among the ^workers and 
peasants but a lso among the i n t e l l e c t u a l s * _ I h e progressive Non-
European teachers i n the T.L.S.A. and the C.A.T.-w are with us in 
the s t ruggle for f u l l equa l i t y . This i s an achievement for which 
our movement i s j u s t l y proud. B$ reason of t h e i r championship 
of t h e p ©p ie ' s r i g h t s , our teachers a re being persecuted by the 
Herrenvolk. P r a c t i c a l l y the whole Executive of the C.A.T.A., which 
has been a f f i l i a t e d to the A.A.C. s ince 19*8 has been dismissed 
fHom i t s pos t s , and prominent o f f i c i a l s of the T.L.S.A. are being 
prosecuted. The r u l e r s have made no seare t of the fac t t ha t these 
teachers a re being at tacked by reason of t h e i r membership of our 
movement. But our teachers have stoofl firm* "The C.A.T.V.A Execu
t i v e wr i t e s : "In a statement to our menbers ear ly t h i s year we 
dissuaded from res igning t h e i r posts those of them who f e l t they 
could not be reconci led to the idea of serving under t h i s system of 
Bantu Education. We sa id then t ha t the onus must be placed on 
the a u t h o r i t i e s to prove to the world t ha t men and women imbued 
with a love of the un ive r sa l ly accepted standards of education had 
no place within the system of B^ntu Education. ^'e repeat t h i s 
enjoinder and fu r the r urge our members to redouble t h e i r e f for t s 
i n the s t ruggle for a democratic system of education within a demo
c r a t i c society i n the f u l l Knowledge of t t e consequences*. The A.A.C. 
i s proud to have amongst i t s members men and women of such c a l i b r e . 

Any p o l i t i c a l moKeaent i s in duty bound, i n the i n t e r e s t s of 
i t s own survival and advancement, to p ro t ec t i t s l eaders from Vict
imisa t ion aid thuggery. I t i s ny duty to remind you t ha t some of 
the teachers victimesed a r e , or were u n t i l r ecen t ly o f f i c i a l s of 
the A.A.C*, and to urge you to do everything poss ib le to ensure tha t 
t h e i r serv ices wi l l not be l o s t to our movement by reason of econo
mic d i f f i c u l t i e s . We must r e f r a i n from adopting a modest or f a t a 
l i s t i c a t t i t u d e i n t h i s mat te r . At the same time we have to be 
careful not to aonvert our o rgan i sa t ion in to an insurance society 
for v ic t imised l eade r s . Ve must be guided i n t h i s matter by the 
a b i l i t y and readiness of the leaders in quest ion to devote t h e i r 
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time wholly or i n par t to the task to which I have previously r e 
fer red of s e t t i n g up, educating, coordinat ing, canal i s ing and cen-
t c a l i s i n g the l o c a l l eadersh ip of our menoment. The appointment 
of paid f u l l time or par t time organisers i s long overdue. I aia 
convinces t ha t such a s.tep wpuld a long waj? to remove the f i g - l e a f 
of p o l i t i c a l l eadersh ip from the Quisl ings and expose t h e i r ro l e 
of government puppets and s e l l o u t s . 

In the jsst we hs.ve had ' t o reckon with Quisl ings who were oD-
viously Quislings because they were working the machinery ofoppre
ss ion l i k e the N . R . C ' s . Bu;$&s't*nd Advisovy Boards. This c lass 
of Quisl ings i s s t i l l with us today, and i t s ranks are being aug
mented by the c r ea t i on of Bantu a u t h o r i t i e s , Bantu School Boards 
and Committees. There i s , however, a new c l a s s of t r a i t o r who i s 
no t so obyiously a c rea tu re of the r u l e s s and whom we have to recog
n i se and- expose. HB i s to be found i n a government-inspired so-
ca l l ed peoples1 o rganisa t ions l i k e the C.A.T.D. and two organisa
t ions wJkich I be l ieve are know i n process of formation,, a Pa ren t s ' 
Union and the Bantu National Congress. The Coloured people have 
for some time now, plagued with s imi lar o rganisa t ions which e .g . 
the T.E.P.A. and C.P.N.U. a l l these o rgan i sa t ions , although appa
r e n t l y born of the p eople, a re i l l e g i t i m a t e i s sue and have been 
or are being sponsored by the Herrenvolk, In short they a re y e 
llow organisa t ions which base them6©lr«fiBmantacneptaBpe'*-©£ apar the id 
and co l l abora t ion with the government i n every way. They have been 
s p e c i a l l y se t up to o f f se t the influence of t h e i r ex i s t ing and l e g i 
timate counter -par t s which have accepted and are propagaing l i b e r a -
tory ideas . For ins tance C - A . T . U . i s the yellow r i v a l of C.A.T.A. 
j u s t as T.E.A.n. i s the yellow r i v a l of T.L.S.A. 

I t must not surpr i se or discourage us i f several of these who 
were wont to be with us are now or i n future found i n the ranks of 
these yellow organ i sa t ions . That i s i n e v i t a b l e as the tempo of 
p o l i t i c a l events he ightens . So far from being dismayed, we must 
redouble our e f fo r t s to expose and i s o l a t e the Quislings wherever 
they a re to be found and to win over the people to our s i de . If 
we f a i l to perform th i s task our movement wi l l be imper i l l ed . At 
a l l costs our voice must be heard wherever the people are to be 
found. The need for a na t iona l press which can be read by the 
people i n t h e i r respec t ive languages to f a c i l i t a t e the spread of 
National l i b e r a t o r y ideas i s da i ly becoming more and more acu te . 

The object of our s t ruggle i s the l i q u i d a t i o n of the Natidnax 
oppression of the Non-Europeans i n South Africa and the a c q u i s i 
t ion by the Non-Europeans of a l l those r i g h t s which are a t present 
enjoyed by Europeans only. I t i s general ly admitted t ha t our 
cause i s a j u s t one, but but because of the i r s e l f i s h econAmic in 
t e r e s t s , because they p r o f i t by our enslavement, the Herrenvolk are 
so determined to keep us i n perpetual servi tude tha t they do not 
scruple to make a mockery of democracy and the ru le of law in order 
to achieve t h e i r end. The r u l e r s have unleashed the monster of 
fear which i s s ta lk ing the land and s t i f l i n g the voice of freedom, 
k great r e s p o n s i b i l i t y r e s t s upon us who are i n the leadership of 
the oppressed to r a i s e a l o f t the banner of freedom, nolwithstand-
ing the consequences. The times c a l l for se l f d i s c i p l i n e , s e l f -
s a c r i f i c e and energy. The path of l i b e r a t i o n i s sodden with blood 
and t e a r s . Many of us w i l l f:-ll by the wayside, c a s u a l t i e s i n 
the f i gh t for freedom. But to a l l those who love freedom b e t t e r 
than mere exis tence the s t ruggle i s i t s own reward. For them to 
l i v e i s to be f r e e . "Death where i s thy s t ing? grave where i s 
thy vic tory? 

This i s the p t t h of s t ruggle to which our movement nas ca l led 
u s . I t i s a thorny path which may not fee t rod by the i r r e s o l u t e 
and weak-kneed. The path of freedom, i s the path of glory which, 
as the poet says, leads but to the grave. The present v i c t imi sa 
t i o n ase only the beginning of our t r a v a i l and a re nothing compared 
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to the s a c r i f i c e s which a re s t i l l going to be demanded of u s . 
•Does the road wind u p h i l l a l l the way? Yes to the very end". 
But t ha t end i s human freedom and happiness and no s a c r i f i c e 
i s too great for i t s achievement If i t 1* o u r destiny to go 
under in t h i s s t rugg le , then l e t us bear our f a te as b e f i t s 
men and women who ha"e been cal led to the h ighes t of Vocations 
i n the f u l l assurance t ha t freedom w i l l triumph i n the end. 
That i s the lesson of h i s t o r y , and well may those shiver in 
t h e i r boots who have squeezed t h e i r wealth and splendour out 
of t h e blood and bones of the oppressed, and have made a t r a 
vesty of human l i f e and robDed i t of a l l i t s worth. I t i s 
i n t h i s s p i r i t of s e l f - s a c r i f i c e and determination ^ a t I 
now c a l l on you to s e t t l e down to the ser ious business ©f 
t h i s Conference, 


