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ACCORDING t o r e cent repo r ts : the new Sout h Af r i ca n Hi n i s te r of Ju s t ice
ha s decl a r e d bhat. he b el i eve s in f r-eedom of exp res s i on and s upports the
r i ght of people t o pr -o t e ct.. He must. f orgive us f or not stand i ng in awe of
thes e f ine wor-de . I n t he f i rs t pknce, he ~.s the new Nat i 0 D. 8. 1 i s t
Mi n i s te r of Ju~tice and t he extent t o which Nationalist s hav e destroyed
f r eedom dur ing t h eir suoi-t polit i cal r ul.e , i s Hell known. There has been
no s ign, not even emce nr , vor- s t er "s accession) that the Na t i on al i s t s
intend t o reform . On t he contr ary) we hc ve been to l d that the En glish
pr ess i s t o b e t aken by t h e t nrout. and t :1!3: Il"White: Ci v ili zation ll , which
me ans whi t e eupreeacy , is pr -ef cr-ab.Le t o f ree dom of t he f r e e dom o f t h e
pr e s s . I n t he sec ond place, Mr . Vorster ' s personal recor d ooes not of f er
the sl i gh t est hope that hi s concept i on of f r ee dom is in any sense enl. aght-,
ened , I t s ugge st-s that t he uf r-eedomo 't o which he subsc ribes scuj.c be t o ­
tally inac c eptabl e i n an;l ge nui ne We s ter n democ r -acy, (His wcrds, ut t er ed
s ince h i s ac ce ss5Dn, have b8en even l e s s r ea s s ur i ns . )

I t i s a matter f or s ur pr ise, indeed astonishmen4 that ~~. Vor~l s

eaa ur'anc e a hav e provoked no angry den ial s . no j ust indi gna t i on . 'r'le are,
sur el y , a cond'l.tdon cd s ocie t y with 0. minuba dl2fI'E.'8 of Irrtel.Lectual, and
a nd mor a l cwar-ene as . tJ. nt.at.emerrt nh lch sh oul.d p r ovoke a v i gorous and
chol eric r eacti on s e ene t o pr-cduc e. . at moat , a SEnse of wearines s and
f utilit y . I n the cbs cnc e of' such a r ea ction it i s necessary to examine
t h e Mi ni ::: t e1d ,,; statement c r i t i c al l y .

I nr oa ds upon Fre edom

8

The a ut hors of C iv~ l Li ber ties i n So~th Afric~ a f ter a c ompr ehens ive
.r-ev f ew of Un ion Legislat ion) conc Iude d that. de et.ruc tIon of t he f reedan t o
expr es s op inions Ls "s ub s t .ant.Lal. an d per-LLous'! , AmDng the sci-toes inroads

.upon thi s ba s i c r i[h t. e r-e t he Cr iminal La..1S Amendment Act of 1953 and tns
Supp r ess i on of Oommu-ri.em Act.. 111';) Lat .c er ;~c t does not deal e x c l usi vel y
wi th Commun i s t s oeccus a , as is ..Jell known, a Commun i s t tncj. udcs any per­
son whom the Gcve-nor'-G cne r-a.L deena t o be a Comnun i.s t-. 'TheSE: two l aws,
and a host of otnc~s, ~av e e~ten away a t t he f r e edom of~ssion . Th~re

can be no f'r -e edo.n to exp r -e as cp dnxons un.Le a s 'ther-e :'s al s o freecbm of no­
vement and t he ri[h ' ~ t o a asccf.at,e . Aga i n 'che L e g Ls La t .ave enc r oo.chment
upon t he s e r i gh t s ha s be en s ubs t antial . To t oke but one i n stanc e from
man)" whach c r-owd the mtnd, in large areas of t he Republ i c, meetdngs ormce
than t en Af r i ca ns , i l ::.. t~')ut a per-m.it ., ar -e ill.sgal. The r i ght to prot est i s
b oth direct l y and tnc dr- ect .t.y dcet .royed hy t he s e Laws - ind.i.reJtly becais e
t hey c rea t e a c l imat e i n whi .ch t he i ndi vidual is afraid to use the reman­
i ng legiti~~te channels of €:~ress io~ . Th~ Mi n i s t er of Jurtic e mus t know
t hos e l aws ex ist . In the l i e:ht of t he ae Lava , i s h i s a t at.ement of belief s
t h er ef ore anyt hing o tll€r than a p ieve of pol i t i cal hypocri cy?

(Cont.d , vaGe 7 )
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the state . Th i s i s Yer-woer -d t s di s ­
tincti ve con t ribut i on t o Af r ikaner
Nat i onal ism . FeN of h i s f o l l owers
under-et.nnd ,..hat he i s d oang , It i s
hfgh time t.hat. his opp on en t .s should .

UNO i n Af r i cn

These a re vital q ues t i on s whl ch
t he UNO should b e ~dt inf r-ea dy t o
answer . For i t is t r ue that , however
r dffiote ~ng cla and Sout h w~ st hfric ~

may b e from t he p ower- cen t r es of t h e
wor-Ld, dn the ma ud of modern Af r i ca
they can pr-esen t. a t h r eat t o ,..or'Ld
pbac c, a s much a s t h 8 Cunf o did .

Li ke the people of Angcln 1110 Sout h
~est Af r i c a , we l 00k fO~'ard t o t he
day when uno wi l l have the paW6T t o
fn t .c rvene ef f ec t i ve l y to ens ur e t hat
t he jus t a s p dr-at. Lons of c s ub j e ct
pe opl e can bG ac hi ev ed - but by ne ­
got i at i on , not v i o1 8nce .

!~~~ ~~~!.'~~~J~~£~~~
It i s net s imply in t .he 1 i [Iht of

law 'tha t we mus t c ons i der Mr . v or s ­
t er ! s at.at.ement. , Si nc e he sp oke ther-e
hav e b een many instar.c ~ s of t he new
tradit i onal intimi dation of the op ­
po nent s o f t he G ov e r -n me nt. by the
Sp ec ial Brtmch • The methods of t .hc
Spec t c .L Br-anch a rc ">rid: k n own a nd
t nc Lude a ttendanc e at 'l m..f ul. meetings
of Law-eb t ddng c i .t.Lzcne wher-e not e s
of' vsp cech e s arc t .aken , P I.O rSOtl3 a t -.
t.cndtng meetings heve tbeir CDI' nan­
b er-e t aken and a re or t.en va.s f t .ed a nd
f nt.e r -roge t c-; by the Spcc i.a.L Br-anch"

Sinc e 'tbe s e aC "lfiv it i ~.;':. arc i-arvl .y
f oLl.owed by ;_:r us uc ut L '11S, H i...: can a s ­
aurae t .hat. t h e ID:es t i t o.t i ..;1'l 1';1' c r-Lrac
i s a r-emot. e pur .x. ae , i f i t i s a pur­
l-'0se at 0111 .

1hz r ea l ~urpos e i s , of cours~ ,

t o i nt imi oa t e t .he opponents of t he
Ocver nmerrt . As Brcoke.s end hcOau­
l ey r -emark in Lhe i.r- book, "an a ur a
of sinis t er p lo t t i n g and crime
a ga i n s t tho secur ity vf t he stat e
i s made by t.h e se a t t ent i ons t v
h ong OV2r their dt .sc us e tcns , «

Puni shment f or Bel ief s

~tr . Vor s t (; r cl ~arly does not in­
t end to aba t e t h e ac t i v i t i e s 01' t he
Spe c i a l Br anch . He will al s o, p r e­
s umab'Iy, j ustify al l ot h er ac t done
of his GaverrJn~nt , s uch a s the d0­
t.ent don of Lf b er a.Ls d 1.1, r i n c the
Emer gency , ,eho, a s we ,'111 kncs; wer-e
b eing p urri.shcd f or their bel ief s ,
and the bann inr of the llNC and PAC
al t hough 'th e l ow und e r wh i ch t .hey
Here banned s t r ikes at t he hear-t of
f r e edom t o 0xpr es s ~ini0ns . r ar a l ­
l eI notions J.r~ hel d i n el l to tcl ­
Lt .cr-Lan j urisdicti ons . Indeed i t i s
b~c0minb diff i c ul t t o d i s t i nGui sh
Nat LontrL i s t and Commuria t p01okI' tech­
ni qu8s .

'rhe statemen t t.h a t f'rcecom of ex ­
ps-ea s aon mu s t be exercised :in c ccoz -d­
ancc ,d t h the Leta i s i llumi nntinp .
n e W8 have s een , t-her-e is no r-e a L
f' r-cedom of exp r -e s s I on under- t he ];x.".
In Nat. Lona'Las t t h i nking "Law" a n d
"r-aght." er-e synonymoua , People will
not bo a'lLowed t o pr ot e s t in plac es
Lnhab Lt ed by ot her r ucee and " f r-e e­
dam cr expr ess i on must nat be rous ed '•
}J. s we know, "abus e" to Nati on al i s t s
do~s not menn c ontr a ry t o c onvBnt­
i onal r s s traints cn f reedom, whi ch
t hey find hopule s sIy tnadeqaa t.e , but
cont.r'er'y t o Nat ional i s t not.acne .

Hr . vor-st. cr , in shor t , b eL aev e s
i n t h e right t o prot e s t , prov i ded
t ha t content, p.Lacc and pe-scn ere
appr oved tv t he Nationalis t Par -ty ,

?
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